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Among Friends 

Reflections 

T he view in my car mirror made me smile. It was quite a sight. We were safely 
through U.S. customs at Niagara Falls, heading south toward home after the 
Friends General Conference Gathering at McMaster University in Hamilton, 

Ontario. I looked again, shoo~ my head, and said to Gulen, my front seat passenger, 
"It's going to be a quiet trip. From the looks, I don't think either one got any sleep 
last night. They were having too good a time!" Gulen turned to look back, then 
nodded and smiled. Our back seat passengers, my two teenage sons, were twisted 
like pretzels around pillows and baggage. We weren't likely to see any life until we 
made the first stop for food. 

I caught glimpses of them throughout the week-long Gathering. Occasionally I 
spotted one or the other in one of the dining halls, a tray loaded with food or seated 
with a group of friends. Once, my wife and I found a note on our door: "Hi, Mom 
and Dad-1 came by but didn't find you. I need a permission slip so I can go to the 
sleep-over tonight. Sim." Or perhaps we spied a blur of motion as Sim and two 
friends glided past on skateboards, disappearing from view before we could say, 
"Hey, Sim, wait a minute!" 

A couple of times Andrew, part of the high school program for the first time, 
living away from his parents in a dorm with his peers, sought us out on campus for a 
check-in. One afternoon, towel and swimsuit rolled under his arm, he spotted me and 
gave a big wave. We swapped news for a few minutes. He wanted to know how his 
parents were doing, were we having a good time, did we know that our friends Brian 
and Florence had arrived, had we seen Sim? And how's his high school program? 
"Awesome, Dad, I'll tell you all about it later," and after a hug, he was off to his 
afternoon support group before dinner. 

· Now, three weeks after the FGC Gathering, I do a quick interview with him. 
What are his impressions of the week? How does it stack up with the other nine or 
ten Gatherings he's attended over his 15 years? What makes him want to go back? 

"FGC is so fun. It's really hard to explain," he said. "I try to tell people back home 
about it, but it's hard to explain." He says he'd love to have some ofhis friends who 
are not Quakers, who have never met another Quaker besides himself, come to a 
Gathering. ''They'd love it too." 

Now I'm curious. What makes it different than the fun he has back home-like 
going to the batting cages or something. ''The difference is that at the batting cages if 
you mess up, your friends will laugh at you and make you feel stupid. At FGC your 
friends laugh with you. There are no put-downs. At support groups every day we talk 
together about our 'roses' and 'thorns'-it's a great chance to give each other 
support." Some of his friends, he said, felt free to talk about things that hurt, like 
separation and divorce or the death of a parent. People would listen and help out. 

Something else Andrew liked a lot was that the high school kids were given 
choices of what they wanted to do. ''They considered us to be responsible, and we 
really were," he said. "People didn't take advantage of the freedom. That's really 
different back home. You know," he reflected, "I like being a Quaker-the quiet, the 
nonviolence, letting people know that I'm different."And he said it again: "Yes, I 
had a lot of fun this year." 

Andrew's father did too. Look for a full report on the FGC Gathering in our 
October issue. And for those who missed the FRIENDS JoURNAL Cadbury Event, look 
for the text of Jan Arriens's moving presentation on the death penalty in our 
December issue. 

Next Month in FRIENDs JoURNAL: 
The Underground Railroad Game 
Amazing Grace 
By Love Serve One Another 
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Forum 

An appeal 
In early June, our small meeting in 

Athens, Ohio, experienced its first death. 
Although we have had several frank and 
searching discussions in our meeting to 
prepare us for the eventuality, this particular 
death presented us with unanticipated 
problems. 

Ebby Luvaga, a lifelong Friend from 
Kenya, has been attending our meeting. She 
announced this spring with great joy that her 
parents were arriving to be present at her 
graduation. After eight long years she was 
receiving her Ph.D. on June 7. Her parents, 
Esther and Isaac Luvaga, would visit briefly 
in our area, then go on to attend Lake Erie 
Yearly Meeting and meetings in Richmond 
and Indianapolis, Ind. 

We were all looking forward to meeting 
the Luvagas. On Tuesday night, June 4, 
Isaac suffered a massive heart attack and 
died despite efforts of the doctors and staff 
in our local hospital emergency room to 
revive him. With a great deal of help from 
our members and attenders, Ebby's Afiican 
and U.S. fiiends, and university staff, we 
were able to provide Ebby and her mother 
with support over the next few days. That 
week a memorial service was held at the 
funeral home under the care of the meeting 
with more than 200 in attendance. It was a 
powerful, covered meeting, and especially 
appreciated were hymns sung in English, 
KiSwahili, and Maragoli. It reminded me of 
the experiences we had in worship with 
Friends at the world gathering in Chavakali, 
Kenya, in 1991. 

What we need help with now are the 
expenses involved in Isaac Luvaga's death 
and removal back to Kenya. Currently Ebby 
has about $6,500 in expenses directly 
related to medical, funeral, and transport of 
body expenses-plus an equal amount in 
airfare and other travel-related costs. We 
would like to appeal to the wider Religious 
Society of Friends for help. Friends who feel 
led to contribute may send checks made out 
to "Athens Friends Meeting" (designated for 
the Isaac Luvaga Fund), and mailed to Meg 
Hummon, Treas., Athens Friends Meeting, 
60 Fairview, Athens, OH 45701. 

Marjorie E. Nelson 
Athens, Ohio 

A seamless web 
Julie Zimmerman's "Voices frorri Death 

Row" (FJ June) was a very powerful 
pleading. The line" ... is my life worth so 
little, they cannot see my tears .... " 
wrenches every Quaker heart-and many 
hearts that are not Quaker. Were it presented 
by those who see life as a seamless web, a 
precious gift from God, it might even 
wrench our minds. 
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But most Friends, particularly FRIENDS 
JouRNAL Friends, do not respect life as a 
seamless web. Many Friends feel quite 
compassionate about assisting the death of 
unborn lives at any stage or condition to 
spare them the horrors of a life in (possibly) 
pain, poverty, and rejection. Many Friends 
feel quite compassionate promoting the 
"assisted" death of the elderly to spare them 
pain, poverty, and rejection. One might 
expect such compassionate Friends to 
encourage and assist the death of those who 
will otherwise experience the pain, poverty, 
abuse, and hopelessness of a life of 
unending incarceration. 

No, I am not arguing for the death 
penalty, just that the "final solution" should 
not be the preferred solution for any of our 
problems. 

Dorothy T. Samuel 
St. Cloud, Minn. 

The June issue is good. I'm glad to hear 
us talking about the death penalty. I hope it 
will energize us all to write, demonstrate, 
and pray. 

Marjorie F. Scott 
Cockeysville, Md. 

Following conscience 
FJ readers might be interested in the 

following, which I found in Samuel Eliot 
Morison's The Oxford History of the 
American People: Somewhere around 1650, 
when Peter Stuyvesant took over the 
administration of New Netherlands, 30 
English inhabitants of Flushing protested 
against his decree that "anyone who took in 
a Quaker for the night would be fined 50 
florins." The English settlers claimed they 
were "commanded by the Bible to do good 
to all men and they wished not to offend any 
of Christ's children. They would, therefore, 
continue to shelter Quakers 'as God shall 
persuade our consciences."' 

Patricia Vorenberg 
Lexington, Mass. 

The letter killeth 
I got a lot out of Georgia Fuller's article 

on "Friends and the Bible" (FJ May). 
Though I can't count myself a real Bible 
student, I continue to be astonished and 
educated by the wisdom found in its pages. 

Yet I'm bothered by Fuller's last line and 
its implications: "How do I know? The 
Bible tells me so." I carry forward this line 
from a Sunday school (not First-day school) 
song, "Jesus loves me, this I know, for the 
Bible tells me so." Not good enough for an 
adult! 

Without doubting that the Bible has been 
a guidebook for civilizations and 

generations-maybe its main support-! 
doubt if Friends are much helped by the 
concept of the Bible as an answer book for 
all that happens around us. I came to a fuller 
realization of this at a weekend workshop on 
the Gospel ofThomas (apocryphal) I 
attended recently at Pendle Hill. 

It gave me a sense of how the canon was 
formed, which I never had before. 
Conjecture, compromise, political and 
ecclesiastical maneuvering, and even 
outright invention have surrounded the 
formation and writing of the Gospels ever 
since the crucifixion. 

Thus what it says and what we say may 
not always be in direct line. Yes, study the 
Bible and exhaust its treasures if you can. 
Use it as a yardstick for spiritual life. But 
always be careful of falling into the trap of 
literalism. The letter indeed killeth, but the 
spirit giveth life. 

James S. Best 
Tucson, Ariz. 

God's direct presence 
In recent years there has been an increase 

in Friends talking and writing about 
experiences of the direct presence of God. 
This has been reflected in the pages of 
FRIENDS JouRNAL (Jean Roberts, "Risking All 
for Love," April 1995; Carol Roth, "Giving 
Witness to the Light," Sept. 1995; Marcelle 
Martin, "The Inward Teacher Among Us 
Today," April 1996, among others). 

In response to this growing interest 
among Friends in mystical experience, there 
will be two opportunities this fall for those 
writers and others to gather and reflect on 

· their experiences. Pendle Hill will sponsor a 
gathering of"Mystics Among Friends 
Today" October 25-27, and Quaker Center 
in Ben Lomond, Calif., will have a weekend 
on "Mysticism Among Friends" November 
15- 17. 

These weekends, which are planned in 
harmony with one another, will be 
opportunities for Friends to ground and 
deepen our experience. For information, 
Friends can contact Pendle Hill at (610) 
566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, and Quaker 
Center at (408) 336-8333. 

Patricia McBee 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Live the message 
John Pitts Corry's loneliness at not being 

able to share his experience of Jesus ("Jesus 
Among Friends," FJ May) may be assuaged 
by knowing that many, many others have 
had such pivotal experiences, some 
simultaneously by more than one person. 
The increasing number of these that are now 
being talked and written about (e.g., 
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Sparrow, I Am With You Always: True 
Stories of Encounters with Jesus, Bantam, 
1995) suggests the tantalizing possibility 
that people have been sustained by such 
events for perhaps as long as there have 
been people. Certainly there are accounts in 
Friends literature of such happenings. The 
comparative silence about such matters may 
be, as Corry says, because they are too 
sacred to share indiscriminately. For one 
who may not have had the experience, 
nothing can prove them. This is true whether 
it is an experience of a divine being, a 
temporary taste of what is often termed the 
afterlife, the experience of Light as much 
more than just a metaphor, a spontaneous 
healing, or a "miracle" that appears to 
transcend known laws. However, for those 
who have had the experience it is self­
validating. Nothing can shake the 
consequent wonder, peace, and joy. This is 
peculiarly appropriate for such a group as 
Quakers, who expectantly seek the inner, 
personal experience of the Light. 

It is wonderful to share with someone 
who has had a similar experience. However, 
if one talks about it to one who has not, the 
experience is neither reproduced for the 
other nor is the listener's mind changed. 
Listeners seem to have one of several 
responses-silence, change the subject, 
express outright doubt, argue their own 
opposing view, or wistfully wish they could 
have the same experience. The last is next to 
impossible, since the revealings do not seem 
to occur as a direct result of one's own 
willing, but at some divine conjunction. 
Perhaps there are as yet unknown rules 
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about such things. Until these are 
discovered, one may be 
sustained by the measure of faith 
each has each day ( cf. Edgerton, 
FJ March, and Forum, 
"Thinking about life," FJ June). 
As Jesus is reported to have told 
Thomas, there is a special 
blessing for those who have not 
seen and yet have believed. 

It seems that the point is not 
to talk about the experience but 

~ to live its message in one's daily 
i life. Perhaps this is why they are 
~ given. So, for Corry, my own 
:§ experience suggests not to talk 
~ about any of these events (unless 
~ there is a leading) but rather to 
!.:! know the inner joy of the 
;3 experience and be the message it 
ll: has for you. Each of us is unique, 
~ and there is a cosmic law each 
~ seeker will find in his or her-
§ and God's----own way. 
~ James Baker 
~ Lombard, Ill. 
~ 

Splendid audacity 
Patrick Nugent, in his article "On 

Speaking in Meeting for Worship" (FJ 
May), lays down this dictum as the first 
requirement for ministry: "Be open to divine 
action and divine communication within 
yourself. If you don't believe this is 
possible, then either you'll say nothing or 
what you do say will be outside the spirit 
and the Spirit of meeting. To my mind, this 
is the one Quaker indispensable." 

It is apparent that Friend Nugent's sine 
qua non for valid ministry would have the 
effect of silencing most of the universalists 
among us. One wonders about the 
soundness of a dictum that might stifle rich 
ministry. And can there be any doubt that 
there have been occasions when some of us 
were self-deluded when we spoke out of the 
conviction that we were moved by the 
Spirit? 

One of the strengths of Quakerism is its 
avoidance of creedal formulas. Those of us 
whose theologies were molded by more 
conventional religious experiences may find 
that we still yearn for the comfort of 
prescriptions. But isn't there a splendid 
audacity in our untrammeled quest for the 
Light? 

Hal Hogstom 
Holland, Pa. 

Patrick J. Nugent's article is fine. It 
assumes, however, that attenders and 
Friends who "minister" are accountable for 
their own behavior. What is to be done 
about the emotionally disturbed, the 
extremely egotistical, or the out-of-control 

angry ones who yell weird words, read 
aloud their crazy ''poetry," or threaten the 
end of the world on individuals in the 
meeting? Out of compassion, some ministry 
committees are reluctant to speak to such 
friends, and meetings have one loud 
outburst after another, Sunday after Sunday 
after Sunday. 

Mary Lou Coppock 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

An inappropriate song 
Anti-Semitism seems far from our 

meetinghouses. However, it can take many 
forms. It need not appear as pogroms or the 
desecration of synagogues. It has quietly 
achieved a very firm and comfortable 
presence among us. Now this presence is 
about to become "official": to receive an 
imprimatur, so to speak. 

The proposed Quaker hyrnnaVsongbook 
contains the anti-Semitic song "The Lord of 
the Dance." The third verse of the song 
states that the dancer (obviously Jesus) was 
slain by the holy people (Jews) for violation 
of the Sabbath. Despite hints to the contrary 
in the Gospels (e.g., John 5:16), Jesus was 
not slain by the Jews for violation of the 
Sabbath. Neither was he slain by the Jews 
for any other reason. Jesus was crucified by 
the Romans because he and his little band of 
followers were seen as disturbers of the 
peace and a threat to Roman sovereignty. 

Elaine Pagels, in The Origin of Satan, 
describes how Christian antipathy toward 
the Jews led the Gospel writers to demonize 
them (John 8:44) and then shift 
responsibility for the death of Jesus from the 
Romans to the Jews. The origin of the idea 
that the Jews were responsible for the death 
of Jesus was an act of Christian enmity and 
hatred. 

Quakers would do well not to further the 
ancient lie that the Jews killed Jesus. "Christ 
killer, Christ killer!" was the rallying cry 
that echoed through the shtetlach of eastern 
Europe when Christians went on rampages 
of rape, murder, and pillage. Now, thanks to 
the new hymnal, we are invited to sing 
"Christ killer" in our meetinghouses. 

It is a sacrilege that "The Lord of the 
Dance" has been included in Songs of the 
Spirit and other Quaker song books. It will 
be a continuing disgrace and a sin for the 
Religious Society of Friends to continue to 
disseminate this song. 

Joseph W Letson 
Yell ow Springs, Ohio 

The verse in question says "I danced on 
the Sabbath and I cured the lame; but the 
holy people said it was a shame. They 
whipped and they stripped me and they 
hung me on high, and they left me there on a 
cross to die. " The Friends General 
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Conference Hymnal Oversight Committee 
engaged in discussions with Sydney Carter 
about his song. While he did not want to 
change the words, a footnote states, "'They' 
refers to the authorities responsible for the 
crucifvcion, mainly the Romans." A 
historical note further clarifies "the 
ambiguous 'they'" and notes the different 
parties involved: the Pharisees, the Romans, 
the Sanhedrin, and the Sadducees. -Eds. 

A marvelous document 
Since I became reconnected with Friends 

here on the North Shore of Lake Superior, 
Britain Yearly Meeting's new Faith and 
Practice has been a constant companion. 
Our small worship group has studied the 
Advices and Queries, which are available 
separately, and I have been enriched by the 
breadth and depth of the writing in this 
marvelous document. I trust Friends and 
attenders in North America and throughout 
the world will avail themselves of this book. 

Serge Tittley 
Thunder Bay, Ont. 

divine assistance provides the infusion of 
spiritual energy that permits, even compels, 
us to follow that guidance as we return to 
our everyday focus of the world of common 
sense. In responding to divine guidance, we 
are assisting in the actualization of the 
divine will. Thus, meeting is the basis for a 
kind of mutual assistance pact that includes 
not only the community of worshipers, but 
also the one we worship. To the extent that 
we are true to this model, we have a real 
Friends body, whether it be a small worship 
group or the entire Corporation of the 
American Friends Service Committee. We 
can be true to it, for the joy of the reunion 
impels us to be faithful to our Friend with 
whom we have been reunited. 

DonaldS. Gann 
Lutherville, Md. 

Zealand. His answer was that ofYungblut's, 
a quotation from Job! 

I do not believe in "reincarnation," but I 
cannot accept Yungblut's dismissing near­
death experiences or after-death existence. 
This became very personal with events in 
the life of one of my friends at Louisville 
Seminary with a near-death experience, and 
now with an event in our family since my 
wife Elizabeth's death. 

Elizabeth was in intensive care for 41 
days. Beginning with the second day she 
was always awake and alert, smiling and 
talking with her eyes and lips, but no voice 
since she had a tracheotomy, feeding tubes, 
heart monitors, etc. 

It was at 10 a.m. July 10 that the doctors 
told us the end was near, unless we wished 
to continue support systems for probably 
several weeks, which we did not wish. I 
stayed with her until the monitors went 

A blank at 4:55 p.m., and then I stayed another 
request hour and a half. 

I am collecting logos, symbols, Our granddaughter, Beth Anne, had 
illustrations, drawings, and photographs that made Elizabeth and us promise to await her 
could be printed up as a resource and used return in late July before making any final 
for bulletins, newsletters, advertising, and decisions. She was in Brazil with her 
general identification for Quakers. I would boyfriend, visiting his family. Elizabeth's 

Shedding new light be pleased to have sent to me, for reissue to death was after II p.m. in Brazil. During 
all, any old ones, new ones just created, or Beth Anne's sleep that night, Elizabeth 

Sometimes a modest change in wording those currently in use by meetings and visited her and had a conversation with her, 
can help to shed light on an old idea. During gatherings. I have found so very little so real that she called home to find out 
worship I was reflecting on what it meant to material. "A picture is worth a thousand "what has happened to GranGran!" Beth 
attend meeting, when I suddenly thought of words." Anne's description of Elizabeth was fitting 
the French for that term, which is assister a Valeri Ruge of her appearance after death (no tubes, 
Ia reunion ("to assist at the reunion"). It was 7 Pine Pt. Rd. etc.), and the conversation was real. 
immediately clear to me that meeting is a Roxbury, MA 02332 While I have not had any after-death 
reunion, a renewed ....----:---------------------------, experiences, knowing 
meeting with, and Beth Anne's pragmatic 
recognition of, the Divine mind and spirit, her 
Presence. I believe we reasoning and sense of 
are never separate from reality, I am deeply 
God, but that we .€ moved by this incident. 
introduce into our ~ So for the present I 
everyday lives the idea of _..,.-::_-·=- -- .§ am with Job's "though 
that separation for the ~ God consign me to 
convenience of the laws of common sense. A good idea. Before artwork is passed oblivion at death, yet will I trust God." 
Then we convince ourselves of the reality of around, it's important to ask permission of 
our own invention! Meeting is actually a both the artist and the editor of the piece 
reunion, a joyful recognition. In what way from which you wish to clip it. Often there 
do we assist at that reunion? We do so in the are copyright restrictions, and in any case it 
worship process itself, by becoming open to is a Friendly courtesy. Here's one,Jree of 
spiritual experience, by waiting for that restrictions, to start your collection. -Eds. 
experience to occur, and by recognizing it 
joyfully when it does. In The Double 
Search, Rufus Jones noted that our seeking 
of God is paralleled by God seeking us. Our 
part of the search is absolutely essential for 
the meeting to occur. Our free will allows us 
to prevent spiritual experience, but also 
allows us to facilitate it. 

There is, however, more to this reunion 
than the mere joy of the encounter. We seek 
the experience also because in it we gain 
access to divine guidance, divine 
intervention, and divine assistance. That 
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I will trust God 
My thanks for William Edgerton's fine 

article, "What If There Is No Immortality?" 
(FJ March). I will be asking our librarian to 
get me a copy of John Yungblut's On 
Making a Good End, for I want to read the 
entire pamphlet. 

I have long reflected on what survives 
after death for a sense of personal identity. I 
raised this question with a brilliant Old 
Testament professor when I visited in New 

Andrew E. Newcomer Jr. 
Walnut Creek, Calif. 

FRIENDS JOURNAL welcomes Forum con­
tributions. Please try to be brief so we 
may include as many as possible. Limit 
letters to 300 words, Viewpoint to l ,000 
words. Addresses are omitted to main­
tain the authors' privacy; those wishing 
to correspond directly with authors may 
send letters to FRIENDS JoURNAL to be 
forwarded. Authors' names are not to 
be used for personal or organizational 
solicitation. - Eds. 
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by Kim Roberts 
photos by Martha Tabor 

Most of the time when I hear of an 
injustice I feel helpless. That was 
my initial reaction when I heard 

about the racially-motivated pattern of 
church arson that has been occurring in 
the U.S., mostly in the South·. I was really 
angry, but I didn't think there was much I 
could do about it. But this time I was 
lucky. I heard about Washington Quaker 
Workcamps from a close friend, and I 
was able to use my anger for (literally) 
constructive purposes. I was given the 
opportunity to spend four days in Boligee, 
Alabama, where volunteers are rebuild­
ing Baptist churches. 

Washington Quaker Workcamps is 
working on two church sites: Mt. Zion 
and Little Zion. (Ironically, Mt. Zion is on 
flat land, and Little Zion, which is on a 
hilltop, is the larger church. Go figure.) 

Kim Roberts is a Jewish freelance writer 
from Washington, D. C. She is the author of 
The Wishbone Galaxy, a book of poetry. 
Martha Tabor is a member of Friends Meet­
ing of Washington (D.C.). Photos © 1996 
Martha Tabor. 
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Rebuilding Churclles 
in Rural 

One Volunteer's 
Experience 

Volunteers work alongside members of 
the congregations and local contractors. 
The efforts are led at Mt. Zion by Bobby 
Woolrich, who runs a contracting busi­
ness, and at Little Zion by Willie Carter, 
who ministers to that congregation in ad­
dition to being in the building trade. Harold 
Confer, the Executive Director of Wash­
ington Quaker Workcamps, takes pride 
in pointing out that the volunteers come 
from varied religious backgrounds, what 
he called "God's people responding to 
God's people." 

Washington Quaker Workcamps vol­
unteers were housed in nearby Epes, Ala­
bama, at the Federation of Southern Co­
operatives, which Harold describes as ''the 
old Black farmer's union." The Federa­
tion has been very supportive of Quaker 
efforts, and so have many local residents, 
but the Workcamps are insistent on the 

rule that-no one leave the center without 
permission or alone. When I arrived, 
Harold was quick to reemphasize his 
worry about hostility from local whites, 
the racists (and presumably xenophobes) 
he ominously referred to as "the enemy. 
without." 

Volunteers' lives are dominated by a 
bell, which rings at 6:30 a.m. to awaken 
everyone and again at 7 to ·summon ev­
eryone for breakfast. Volunteers then dis­
perse for chores- we were divided into 
four groups whose assignments rotated 
between emergency (essentially a day off), 
dishes, food preparation, and housekeep­
ing-until the bell rings again to gather 
the group for daily meeting for worship. 
Participants moved to do so were encour­
aged to speak out of the silence, but while 
I was there, only Harold and two other 
older Quaker men spoke. After meeting, 
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Harold would make announcements, and 
then the group would gather their tool 
belts and hard hats and head for the bus to 
take them to the work site. In the evening, 
a bell rings again for dinner and, when we 
had one, for an evening gathering. 

Our group was very much dominated 
by ten high schoolers who arrived in one 
gregarious batch and stayed for two full 
weeks. Their energy and idealism were 
pitched very high. They are at the age 
where they are both children and adults. 
They gave our group the air of a summer 
camp, but they were serious too: they 
were, by and large, very hard workers, 
determined, possessing a stamina that far 
surpassed what I could muster. 

The area where the churches are lo­
cated is more rural than anyplace I've 
ever been. The few scattered buildings 
are mostly trailer homes and modest, 
single-floor frame houses. I was told by 
another volunteer that it is one of the 
poorest counties in the country. The land­
scape is low-lying flood plains, trisected 
by a railroad line and the Tenn-Tom 
Waterway (of which the Tombigbee River 
is a part). Downtown Epes 
looks all but abandoned, 
except for the BP gas sta­
tion. The most notable 
building is a one-room 
wooden structure painted 
bright pink and covered by 
a faded red tin roof: the 
Nu-Image Style Shop, 
Clarence Bell, Proprietor. 
There's a clean, modem, 
one-room post office build­
ing, which appears to be 
the going-est proposition in 
town, and an auto repair 
shop that was closed. While 
I was investigating down­
town, a train loaded with 
timber went past. The 
tracks run through the 
middle of town, with no 
gates or flashing lights 
separating the tracks from 
the road. 

In between the scattered 
shacks and houses, flower­
ing mimosas grow, mixed 
in with conifers. Long 
stretches of flat, open land­
scape extend in all direc­
tions, and buildings are 
few. Most residents ofEpes 
and Boligee are African 
Americans. I was told 
upon arriving that of the 
ten churches in the county, 
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seven are white congregations and three 
are Black-and all three Black churches 
have burned, one last December and the 
other two in January. Locals tend to blame 
the arsons on outsiders. 

The few days I was there, the Little 
Zion Church crew was kept busy hanging 
roof shingles, pulling electrical wire, and 
putting up wall insulation (those fiber­
glass splinters get everywhere, and they 
are itchyl) It was extremely hot, in the 
high 90s, and humid as well. 

The volunteers worked alongside a lo­
cal crew, and I had some opportunity to 
talk with a number of area residents. Many 
of the people I spoke with had lived in the 
area all their lives. At midday, women 
from the Little Zion congregation showed 
up (some with children in tow) to bring 
lunch. We stood to bless the meal, start­
ing with a gospel song ("Give Praise to 
Jesus"), followed by a long prayer of 
thanks from the pastor, Willie Carter. 

The pastor's twin brother is a deacon 
of the church, and he was present at the 
building site too, as well as Deacon Smith 
and Deacon Bell, their wives, and other 

women from the congregation. The food 
was simple and generous: fried chicken, 
hot dogs, potato chips, salad, and water­
melon and angel food cake for dessert. 
There were two big coolers with soda 
pop. 

I asked Willie Carter about the history 
of the congregation. Pastor Carter has 
skin the color of fudge and a big round 
belly. He has a warm smile and he looks 
you right in the eye as he talks. "It's about 
250 years old, I'd guess." He told me the 
original congregation was given the land 
by a white landowner and they initially 
met under a brush arbor. After a number 
of years, that was replaced by a more 
permanent structure, a log cabin. Then, 
on that same spot, they built a wooden 
frame building. "I remember when they 
built that first frame church," he told, me. 
"That was in my lifetime." The church 
building that burned was built in 1971, so 
they would have marked their 25th anni­
versary in that building this year, had it 
not been for the tragedy. True to tradition, 
the new church was being built in the 
same location as the first brush arbor. 

The church sits atop a 
small hill, the road leading 
right up to the front doors. To 
one side of the church, a 
graveyard stretches along the 
hillside. Most graves are flush 
to the ground, topped by con­
crete slabs. Small headstones 
mark the family names: 
Johnson, Carter, Chiles, 
Hamilton, Croxton, Henry, 
Cook. A couple ofheadstones 
note military service (such as 
John Coley, 1892-1956, who 
served as a private in WW 1). 
Many are marked with the 
phrase incised under their 
dates, "Gone But Not For­
gotten." 

Shade trees surround the 
building (blessed shade), and 
tables and water jugs were 
laid out under the trees for 
the workers. I drank a lot of 
water. After coming down off 
the roof after about an hour 
of shingling, I headed straight 
to the cooler where I downed 
several glasses in quick suc­
cession. One of my fellow 
workers, a former policeman 
from New Jersey named 
Kevin, noted the relish with 
which I was drinking water. 
He said, "Ah-the cham­
pagne of roofers." 
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Kevin and Steve (a property manager 
from Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.) and Mark (a 
computer programmer from McLean, Va.) 
were really gung ho, working with hardly 
a break. I could not possibly keep up with 
their pace-but I contributed what I could. 

On one break, I asked Willie Carter 
about the size ofhis congregation. "We'd 
have about 100 if everyone came," he 
told me. "We have 65 active members." 
Of the three churches that burned, this is 
the largest. 

The old baptismal pool is by the shade 
trees on the side of the church opposite 
the graves. It is the only thing remaining 
from the original building, since it was 
separate from the church itself. "We used 
to do our baptisms at night," Willie Carter 
told me. 

"That must have been beautiful," Ire­
sponded. 

He grinned. "Yes indeed. Beautiful." 
The new baptismal pool will be inside 

the church, behind the sanctuary. The 
tank, a prefab fiberglass structure, will be 
large enough to accommodate two stair­
cases, one for entry and a second for exit, 
with room between for the traditional full-. 
body immersion in waist-high water. 

On either side of the baptistry, side 
rooms open out (the floor plan is shaped 
like a cross) with a men's side and a 
women's side for separate bathrooms, 
water fountains, and changing rooms for 
the choir. The men's side also squeezes in 
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a small pastor's study. Behind the bap­
tistry will be the community room, and 
behind that, the kitchen. 

Everyone was very open and friendly, 
especially considering the volunteers were 
changing on a weekly basis. One woman 

Photos, 
pages 7-9: 
Volunteers, 
church 
members, 
and 
contractors 
work and 
relax 
together at 
the LIHie 
Zion Church 
site near 
Boligee, 
Alabama. 

told me the church burned ''the Thursday 
behind the first Sunday in January." But I 
got the strong sense that she wanted to 
talk about the future of their church rather 
than the tragedy of the past. Another 
woman, wanting to emphasize the posi­
tive, pointed out that no one would know 
about their churches at all if it hadn't been 
for these fires. No concrete evidence of 
arson has been found, nor, at this point, is 
likely to be found. 

The second church, Mt. Zion, was 
originally located on a site with no run­
ning water, and they have had to rebuild 
on a new site, approximately three miles 
from their original location, almost in the 
center of the town of Boligee, in order to 
get insurance coverage for the new build­
ing. It was evidently a big decision for the 
congregation, since grave sites would be 
left behind. The older site was in a swampy 
area not far from railroad tracks. The 
church has decided to maintain two sites, 
continuing to bury their dead in the old 
graveyard. When I visited the burn site of 
Mt. Zion, two men were mowing the grass 
around the graves. 

This graveyard, like the one I visited at 
Little Zion, has concrete slabs topping 
each grave and masses of plastic flowers. 
In the woods just beyond the clearing, I 
could see the discards: a haphazard pile 
of faded and damaged plastic baskets and 
plastic flowers. Newer versions of the 
same were placed on the grave slabs them-
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selves, with a couple spelling out "MOM" 
or "DAD" in flowers. Inscriptions named 
the dead as they were called in life: 
"Manuna Bessie" or "Joe" rather than the 
more formal versions of their names. I 
noted the inscription on the tomb of Rev. 
Isaac Judge Sr.: "I Have Fought a Good 
Fight." 

The old church stood in the middle of 
these graves, and the outline of the foun­
dation can still be clearly seen, showing it 
was a vety small, one-room building. Two 
piles of bricks lean against a tree, most 
blackened on one side. An old, rusted oil 
tank is the most prominent remainder. 

At the new Mt. Zion, they're building 
the church sanctuary about the same size 
as the old, but the entire building will be 
bigger- about double in size-because it 
will have bathrooms and a choir room, 
too. (I assume they used outhouses at the 
old site, although I didn't see any. The 
real mystety is how they performed bap­
tisms with no running water. Did they 
bring the congregation to the T ombigbee 
River? The new site doesn't have an in­
door pool like Little Zion Church will­
so I couldn't figure out what their future 
plans are for this basic tenet oftheir faith.) 
Because the sanctuary is so tiny, the 
double-tiered altar is right in the middle 
of the new building, resting atop a smooth 
poured concrete floor. 

The volunteers were hard at work when 
I arrived, hanunering and pounding. Two 
volunteers with prior construction expe­
rience, Earl and Dwayne, were helping to 
instruct the less experienced volunteers. 
(Most people, like myself, had not done 
this kind of work before they came to 
Alabama.) I asked Molly, one of the high 
school students from Silver Spring, Md., 
what was the most memorable part of her 
experience. She said it wasn't the process 
of building but the people, particularly 
the other volunteers. "I've learned a lot 
about myself," she told me. "I've learned 
what I want to be like." 

Three churches have been burned in 
the area around Boligee. Friends are work­
ing on two of these; the third, Mt. Zoar, is 
being rebuilt by the Mennonite Disaster 
Service. All three are expected to be com­
pleted in mid-to-late August. 

Harold Confer told me that they had 
been swamped with media crews since 
the construction started on June 2, some­
times having as many as 30 or 40 people 
from the media show up in a single day. 
Because of all the media attention, they've 
had so many volunteers come forward 
that they are filled for the rest of the 
summer. They have actually had to tum 
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people away. Carol and Bob, two Quaker 
volunteers from New Mexico, talked to 
me at length about the intrusiveness of the 
media, particularly during Sunday church 
services. But I can't help but think that 
such attention is good-it helps educate 
us all. Many of the media are foreign: 
Japanese and British crews were filming 
while I was there. 

Sunday was the highlight of my trip. I 
attended church services with two differ­
ent congregations. I started with Bible 
study with Mt. Zion, which has set up 
temporaty quarters in the small recre­
ation center room of the Arrowood Public 
Housing complex in Boligee. Mt. Zion 
offers a full church service only on alter­
nate Sundays, in between which Bible 
study meets. 

The room was dressed up slightly to 
give it more of a church feel, with hand­
written signs on the walls such as the 
Lord's Prayer and Psalm 28:7, ''The Lord 
is my strength and my shield: my heart 
trusted in him and I am helped: therefore 
my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with my 
song will I praise him." A temporaty pul­
pit constructed from plywood and cov­
ered in white paper leaned in one comer. 

The Sunday lesson centered on "Faith 
and Wisdom." We read three biblical pas­
sages in unison, then Deacon Means or 
Deaconess Black led us through each a 
second time, explicating the meaning fur­
ther. Interpretations were direct and 
simple, for the maximum comforting ef­
fect. (I didn' t get the sense this was a 
group where one could express doubts­
most of the explanations centered on giv­
ing yourself over wholly to the mystety 
and gloty of God.) 

One part of the lesson bothered me; at 
one point Deacon Means spoke about the 
loss of their church building. "Churches 
are still being burned, and we are still in 
danger," he said. He went on to extol the 
need for prayer, for being true to the 
teachings of Jesus, for giving up jealousy 
and gossip and bad habits. All this sounded 
fine to me, but he took it a step too far 
for my comfort when he suggested that 
the arson might have resulted from the 
personal failings of members of the 
congregation. 

Two collections were taken, one for 
the congregation as a whole and one for 
the missions. We sang a few gospel songs 
as a group, the powerful voice of Dea­
coness Black sweeping up, booming out 
her soul. Hearing her lead us in "Work for 
Jesus" was truly a spiritual experience. 

At a small church just down the road, I 
caught up with the congregation of Mt. 

Zoar for my second church experience of 
the day, entering the service late. (Their 
service lasts approximately three hours, 
so I didn't feel as though I'd missed out 
by coming a little late.) This congregation 
is quite small also, and most congregants 
are either deacons or in the choir, leaving 
vety few regular church members to face 
them from the pews. Those that were 
there sat mostly on the left side of the 
aisle; the right side consisted largely of 
the five visiting television crews: one each 
from Japan; New York; Charlotte, N.C.; 
CNN; and Washington, D.C. I'd heard a 
lot about the intrusiveness of the cameras 
on the previous Sunday from Quaker vol­
unteers. Many were quite upset about the 
media interrupting what they thought was 
a solemn moment, but I'm not so sure. 
For one thing, I can't help but hope all this 
attention can provide a measure of pro­
tection to these small congregations­
after all, the arsonists are still at large. I 
also think we "outsiders" perceive media 
attention vety differently than the locals. 
What seems obtrusive to a white Quaker 
may be welcomed by an African Ameri­
can Baptist. I get this idea from two inter­
actions I had with church members. When 
I asked Mrs. Henley what she thought of 
all the video cameras, she told me she 
really liked being photographed in church, 
because she knew she looked her best 
there. What had upset her was being pho­
tographed bringing lunch to the volun­
teers at the worksite. The first two times 
she carne, she told me with embarrass­
ment, she wasn't even wearing a dress. 
My other interaction that backs Mrs. 
Henley up carne from Deaconess Black 
herself, who told me the media attention 
was a "blessing" because without it, "you 
and I wouldn't even know one another 
exists." 

Much of the Mt. Zoar service con­
sisted of a call-and-response plainsong in 
which deacons took turns leading a spon­
taneouschantaboutthejoysofcomingto 
Jesus while the congregation kept a con­
stant, wordless singing underneath, a deep­
throated wave of solid sound. There was 
no written text or music; it just seemed to 
bubble up from the core of each partici­
pant. The speakers extemporized in a natu­
ral, unprompted way, and the congrega­
tion improvised the music to go along. It 
was different than anything I'd ever seen 
or heard before, and I let it sweep over me 
like a wave. 

There were other parts of the service 
as well: the pastor of Mt. Zion, Levi 
Pickens, an elderly man with only one 
leg, read some Scripture. A collection 
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FRIENDS JouRNAL has set an ambitious goal of raising 
$800,000 in gifts and pledges by December 31, 1996. 
For the JoURNAL to achieve this campaign goal of 

building an endowment, many Friends must come 
furward to make an investment in the future. Here 
are ways of giving we ask you to consider: 

A Gift of Securities. 
You can transfer your shares to FRIENDS JoURNAL, 

take the full market value as an income tax charitable 
deduction, and avoid the capital gains tax. 

A Gift of Real Estate or Other Property. 
Avoid the hassle of selling your property, take the full 

market value as an income tax charitable deduction, and 
avoid the capital gains tax. 

(More) 



A Gift In Your Will or Living Trust. 
We have sample language for a specific, proportional, or residual bequest to the 
jOURNAL. 

A Life Income Gift. 
Receive a lifetime income, a current income tax deduction for a portion of the 
gift, and reduce the capital gains tax on long-term appreciated assets. 

A Charitable Gift Annuity. A simple contract between you and 
FRIENDS jOURNAL to provide a fixed income (now or later) based on your age 
and the value of the cash or marketable securities given. Part of the annuity 
payment may be tax-free. 

A Charitable Remainder Trust. Similar to the gift annuity but a lot more 
flexible in terms of what it can do in your particular situation. 

A Gift of a Life Insurance Policy. 
Donate an existing policy and receive a charitable deduction for its cash value. 



plate was passed, and the treasurer 
promptly counted the offering and re­
ported how much was taken in. The choir 
stood to sing in tight harmony, swaying 
and clapping to such songs as "The Old 
Time Way" and "OhLord, Stop By Here." 
Each song was led by a member of the 
choir who sang the main melody, an­
swered by choruses by the entire choir. 
One song, "Jesus Is Alive and Well," was 
led by the head pastor's eleven-year-old 
son. 

The head pastor is a disabled man who 
walks with a pronounced limp and has a 
speech impediment that made it difficult 
for me to understand him. He led the 
main part of the service, not reading from 
the Bible or from a prepared text but 
improvising on the theme "Get Hooked 
on Jesus." As his emotion for the subject 
built, he went from speaking to a sing­
song chant, in which he added an extra 
syllable to the end of each phrase, an 
extra flourish. ("Because Jesus can help 
you-ah. He-ah knows the way-ah.") He 
spoke of the various things men and 
woman can get involved with as a substi­
tute for religion. He also referred to a 
conversion experience of his own, telling 
us that he saw God for the first time in 
1967. The longer he went on, the less I 
could understand his words, and the more 
the congregation responded, yelling out 
to him: "Yes! yes!" "That's right! " 
"Amen!" The sound built and built, mes­
merizing, ecstatic, ancient. The words 
themselves didn't matter-the strength 
of the underlying emotion could not have 
been more clear. 

We took communion as a group (grape 
juice and saltine crackers), and when it 
was over, we all came forward and passed 
down a receiving line, shaking hands with 
each deacon and pastor in tum. The chief 
pastor's wife gave me a big embrace. 

Later that afternoon, members of the 
Mt. Zion congregation and the Menno­
nite volunteers came over for Sunday sup­
per at the Federation Center. The food 
crew cooked up a huge turkey and stuff­
ing, and our guests contributed side dishes 
and desserts- a veritable feast. After din­
ner, our high schoolers and the Menno­
nite high schoolers played volleyball (de­
spite the fact that it was still quite hot) 
while another group of us stayed inside 
and sang spirituals together. (The Baptist 
style of singing-at the top of your 
lungs-differs a bit from the traditional 
Quaker way. It was a funny contrast be­
tween the groups. Quakers are seriously 
into silence. Baptists are into NOISE: a 
great wall of joyful sound.) 
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Members of Little Zion Church and workcamp volunteers share 
fellowship and music during Sunday Bible study. 

Most volunteers left Sunday night, and in Boligee reluctant to speculate about 
a new crew started arriving Sunday and what happened. Perhaps this is partly po-
Monday. I spent my final morning in the litical expediency, but I think it's human 
office with Kate Dixon, the administra- nature too: congregants from Mt. Zion 
tive coordinator, inputting new computer and Little Zion were much more inter-
records and helping her return phone calls ested, now that some time has passed, in 
to potential donors, people who want to talking about the future. 
volunteer, and the media. They were get- The burning of the churches is a great 
ting approximately 100 phone calls a day, tragedy of our time. It seems that as soon 
and Kate told me the phone calls were the as the U.S. makes some progress towards 
most overwhelming part of her job. equal access, we allow ourselves to get 

Back at home in Washington, D.C., I complacent, and then we backslide. 
started thinking again about the lack of Churches are an obvious target because 
evidence of arson in Boligee. Was evi- they are a base of community activity, 
dence overlooked-either intentionally or and African American churches have a 
inadvertently? I spoke to Inspector John tradition, dating back to "Jim Crow" seg-
Curry, a delightful man who's worked for regation, of social gospel ministry-that 
the D.C. Fire Departm~nt for 22 years. I is, of using Christian tenets to justifY po-
wanted to know what he could tell me litical and civil action. During segrega-
about how arson is investigated. In tion, churches were the only institutions 
Boligee, I had been told that there was no in the African American community that 
conclusive evidence and no suspects. He were not controlled by whites; because of 
asked me how much of the buildings were this history, the church remains a main-
left standing. From what I know, the stay of Black consciousness and Black 
churches had pretty much burned to the idealism. I wish 30 or so churches didn't 
ground, what Inspector Curry called a have to bum before we, as a country, 
"Black Hole." The fire at Little Zion was started to pay attention. I hope the atten-
not even reported until the building was tion will unifY those of us who are angry 
almost demolished. He told m~ that made to speak out against complacency. Civil 
any investigation extremely difficult. rights do not come easily. Justice does not 
"The more we have to look at, the more come easily. It comes only as the result of 
we can tell," he said. He also said that constant, vigilant words and actions. We 
unlike a city, where an inspector is always cannot allow ourselves to become com-
on duty, most small counties have a single placent, to think our work is done. Cl 
fire marshall who works alone. A county 
investigator may not see a burned site for 
a day or two after the damage is done, 
which also makes the work more difficult. 

In general, I found most people I met 

Donations to support rebuilding ef 
forts can be mailed to the National Coun­
cil of Churches, Room 880, 475 Riverside 
Drive, New York, NY 10115. 
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What 
Quakers 
Believe 

by Gene Hillman 

periential, transcending words, sometimes 
we are asked to put it into words. 

As a practical matter, in visiting pris­
oners over the past several years in wor­
ship groups, counseling sessions, and 
workshops, I've often been asked why I 
come into the prison. This leads to a dis­
cussion of my faith and, as it is so tied up 
with Quaker faith and practice, of what 
Quakers believe. I would find myself giv­
ing a standard short answer: We believe 
there is that of God in everyone. I didn't 
find this very satisfactory, and I don't 
think the men to whom I was speaking 
did either. First, it is not unique to Quak­
ers, but second, and of greater impor­
tance, it's what early Friends called a 

If our lives do speak, and speak 

differently than the lives of those around 

us, we will be asked to explain that of 

which they speak. 

S ome time ago I was eldered in meet­
ing by two Friends for presuming 
to offer to give a talk on "What 

Quakers Believe" as part of a series of 
inquirers' lectures. I was told I couldn't 
say what Quakers believe. It would seem 
they were concerned that I would give a 
prescriptive, rather than a descriptive, an­
swer. I agree that it is where we try to 
label, to define the divine, that we get into 
trouble. Isn't it enough that we share the 
experience of worship and that the Holy 
Spirit leads us as a people to the testimo­
nies? Sometimes it isn't. 

My concern to find words to describe 
our faith arises out of both theoretical and 
practical interests. In work with Quaker 
organizations from the American Friends 
Service Committee to Friends United 
Meeting, as a member of a Friends Gen­
eral Conference monthly meeting in a 
consolidated yearly meeting, and in visit­
ing with Conservative and Evangelical 
Friends, I have found myself asking what 
it is we have in common beyond our 
history. What is it that unites us as Friends? 
I feel strongly that something does unite 
us. While this something is primarily ex-

Gene Hillman is a member of Nottingham 
(Pa.) Meeting. He has worked in various forms 
of prison ministry and has taught Quakerism 
in meetings in both Baltimore and Philadel­
phia Yearly Meetings. 
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notion, meaning it is of the head and not 
of the heart (or gut). While it does fmd the 
least common denominator among 
Friends, in doing so, I feel it loses its 
power (a common problem when we seek 
consensus rather than unity). The men 
who ask me this question, Christian, Mus­
lim, nonbeliever, Jewish, and Hindu, don't 
want intellectual, theological abstractions. 
They want something that will speak to 
their conditions. 

I suspect this is true for many who 
come to our meetings. They want some­
thing that will speak to their conditions, 
and we give them an intellectual abstrac­
tion. So why are we surprised when our 
growth in North America, where it exists, 
is comprised mostly of Euro-American, 
middle-class professionals and intellectu­
als? But I digress. 

To let our lives speak is the quintes­
sential expression of Quaker faith. If our 
lives do speak, and speak differently than 
the lives of those around us, we will be 
asked to explain that of which they ~peak. 
This is our chance to share the Light that 
we value so much. As individuals we will 
all have different answers, but as Friends 
we'll need to explain what Quakers are. 

First let us go back to the standard 
reply that there is that of God in 
everyone. I recently attended a talk 

given by a Sikh. He described namaste (a 

traditional palm-to-palm greeting) as a 
way of saying the God in me greets the 
God in you. We say Quakers should re­
spect everyone because of that of God in 
them. While true, and used as the ratio­
nale for the peace testimony by some, this 
reasoning is used by Krishna in the 
Bhagavad Gita (see particularly 2:11 ft) 
to allow Aijuna to fight and kill his rela­
tives, since this divine essence can't be 
killed. So where does the understanding 
of that of God in everyone lead us? Al­
most anywhere we want it to, it seems. 

In the context it was spoken, Fox ad­
monished us to "walk cheerfully over the 
world, answering that of God in every­
one." He wasn't simply asserting that of 

God. He was telling us to 
answer (address) that of God 
rather than the evil. By an­
swering that of God we will 
elicit and strengthen it. If 
we give our attention to the 
evil, it is the evil we will 
strengthen (ask any practi­
tioner of aikido, judo, or tai 
chi about directly opposing 
a force). The power in the 
admonition to answer that 

of God in others is that it requires a re­
sponse from us. It is not just a warm fuzzy 
idea. 

I remember a Bolivian Friend in a 
class at Pendle Hill who, reading theJour­
na/ of George Fox, asked "where is the 
power?" Where is the power in our meet­
ings? If we depend on that of God in us 
then we are the source of that power. If 
we look no further than ourselves, that is 
what we'll find. Fox told us "the power of 
the Lord was over all," the power of God 
is the basis. If we are drawing on God's 
power, let's say so. 

I now respond to those who ask about 
Quakerism with a different quote from 
Fox: "Christ [or the variant he also 

used, "the Lord"] has come to teach his 
people Himself." This statement recog­
nizes both the immanence and the tran­
scendence of God. In addition to its im­
plications for church government, it has 
the advantage of leading to further dis­
cussion of elements of Quaker faith and 
practice: 

1. Experience has primacy over theol­
ogy. The inadequacy of humanly created 
categories and labels, such as words and 
creeds, in talking about God is put into 
perspective. 

2. In our form of worship, we wait on 
the Lord. All Friends share an attitude of 

September 1996 FRIENDS JouRNAL 



expectant waiting in worship, and almost 
all eschew ritual and outward sacraments. 

3. The purpose of vocal ministry is to 
bring the listeners to God and leave them 
there, that they might be instructed by the 
true Teacher. Some meetings identify and 
record those who have demonstrated this 
gift, but we don't ordain, and this is not 
simply se~antics. 

4. Revelation is direct (not mediated 
by Scripture) and continuing, which is 
not to deny Scripture but to see it as 
inspired by the same Spirit present in our 
gathered meetings and directly available 
to all of us. 

5. The inward Teacher guides us to the 
testimonies, which are our corporate wit­
ness to the Truth. "Christ is come to teach 
his people" implies we are a people and 
are taught as a people. Quakers have long 
held discernment of important matters to 
be a corporate endeavor. 

In using historical quotations, some 
may object to the terms "his" and "him­
self' and want more inclusive pronouns 
for the divine. I hesitate to tamper with 
quotes and leave them as is; even this can 
provide an opportunity to discuss the is­
sue of inclusive language and our testi­
mony on gender equality. 

Some Friends may object to the use of 
the titles "Christ" or "the Lord," but they 
are central to the faith of the vast majority 
of Friends. They connect us to our roots 
in a truly radical understanding of Chris­
tianity and guard us from the dangers of 
extreme individualism and subjectivity 
(ranterism). Continuing revelation also 
implies continuity of revelation. This was 
early expressed in the 1661 letter to 
Charles II. "The spirit of Christ, by which 
we are guided, is not changeable, so as 
once to command us from a thing as evil 
and again to move unto it." 

We have an opportunity to share our 
Light. Fox brought seekers to become 
Friends of the Truth. That Christ has come 
to teach his people was the message he 
proclaimed in the steeple houses, the 
Quaker gospel. This message has power 
because God's presence gives us power. 
We are seekers in that we continue to 
seek the message God has for us today, 
but we are finders as well in that we have 
found God to be present in our meetings. 
If that which we have found is important, 
we must share it. So when asked what 
Quakers believe, I answer with the radi­
cal assertion that speaks best to the condi­
tions of many seekers, "Christ has come 
to teach his people himself" 1:1 
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Pox World is o no-load, 
diversified, open-end, 
balanced mutual fund 
designed for those who 
wish to receive income 
and to invest in life­
supportive products and 
services. Pox invests in 
such industries as pollu­
tion control, health core, 
food, clothing, housing, 
education, energy, and 
leisure activities. 

Therefore, with Pox there 
ore social as well as 
economic dividends. 
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--- - --
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For a free prospectus and 
other materials coli toll-free: 

1·800-767-1729 
224 Stole Street 

Portsmouth, NH 0380 I 

Pax World Fund shares are 
available for sale in all 50 Hates . 

The Fund does not invest 
in weapons production, 
nuclear power, or 
the tobacco, alcohol, 
or gambling industries. 
Various types of 
accounts ore available: 
Regular Accounts, IRAs, 
Educational Accounts, 
Custodial Accounts for 
Minors, SEP-IRAs, Auto­
matic Investment Plans, 
and 403(b) Pension Plans. 

M inimum investment is $250. 
Send no money. Post perfor­
mance is no guarantee of 
future results. 

A SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FUND 

Average Annual Rate of Return 
For Penod End1ng 12/29/95 

1 Year: 29.19% 

5 Years: 9.79% 

10 Years: 10.56% 

15 Years: 12.00% 

Ten· Year Total Return 
$27296 

The ESR Equation: 
1. A supportive, Christ-centered, learning community-plus 
2. Rigorous academics-plus 
3. Diversity of age, race, gender and faith traditions-plus 
4. A focus on personal spirituality-plus 
5. Many small, engaging classes-plus . 
6. Opportunities to work closely, one-on-one, with caring faculty-plus 
7. A place where family members are included. 

It all adds up 
to transformation. 
Earlham School of Religion-
(A QUAKER SEMINARY OFFERING MAsTER OF DMNnY, 
MAsTER OF MINISIRY AND MAsTER OF ARTs DEGRFES) 

the right answer for a solid education 
and personal preparation for ministry. 

I Call Nancy Nelson at 1-800-432-1377 
228 College Avenue, Richmond, Indiana 47374 
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On Quaker Contemplative Life 
by Heidi Blocher 

My basic ministry, as I have 
always felt it, is being. 
"You are the light of the 

world," Jesus said. Not: You must 
bring the light to the world, like some­
thing outside of yourself (as 
Bonhoeffer has pointed out in The 
Cost of Discipleship). But I also feel 
at this time a calling toward a ministry 
of doing, in and beyond my local meet­
ing, toward actively helping to move 
ourselves continually back into the 
Heidi Blocher is an attenderofSandwich 
(Mass.) Meeting. 

way of the Spirit from which we are con­
tinually straying. 

I struggle to reconcile my basic minis­
try with this call to activity. I find that 
more often than not, my active ministry 
comes to deflect me from my contempla­
tive focus and to upset my primary work. 

Recently, I was given some clearness 
in this conflict: 

The more we are called to active min­
istry (the more intensely or frequently or 
deeply), the more watchful we have to be 
in each instance of being called, to dis­
cern ever more carefully whether the 

The prophets in 
the Old Testament 
model the 
necessity of 
careful 
watchfulness 
when we feel 
called to active 
ministry. 

prompting we feel really comes 
from the Spirit. This continual 
watchfulness and discernment, 
which should not lessen but inten­
sify as we grow deeper into our 
ministry, is particularly Quaker. In 
this, Quakerism may differ from 
other religious movements where a 
cause may be embraced and then a 
crusade carried· out without further 
discernment, mowing down every­
thing in its path. 

When we find ourselves en­
gaged in a crusade, it means we 
have made God's purpose as we 
perceive it our own. We must avoid 
this at all cost. I can never know 
God's full plan or Will, I can only 
discern, individually and corpo­
rately with God's help, what God 

wills for me to do at present. 
The prophets in the Old Testament 

never did, as far as I can see, "strate­
gic planning." They never undertook 
crusades or even set ultimate goals for 
themselves. They watched and waited 
for the word of God to come to them, 
and the word of God was always spe­
cific to the next task: "Go there-do 
this-say that." When that task was 
carried out, there they sat again-un­
der the old broom tree, on some deso­
late hill, in a cave-waiting, crying to 
the Lord. 

Among Quakers, Woolman may 
be the clearest example of this. His 
"cause" both against slavery and 
against the general deviation ofF riends 
from Truth certainly was "a burning 
fire shut up in my bones," as Jeremiah, 
and Woolman himself, described it. 
Yet by the discipline of the Spirit in 
him he was kept from mounting his 
own horse and riding off into battle 
carrying his own flag. Instead, he was 
led to labor within himself, often to 
excruciating degrees, until the Spirit 
had wrestled him under the Divine 
Will: a state Woolman called "resig­
nation." This state enabled him to hear, 
with further efforts of discernment, 
the voice of the Spirit telling him just 
what to do next. 

In my perception, Woolman was a 
contemplative. Friends do not have a 
category for purely contemplative 
callings, such as Catholics have among 
their monastic orders. There is some­
thing about Quaker spirituality and 
attendance in Quaker meeting that 
moves us toward action. What strikes 
me is that it was precisely Woolman's 
struggle to subject himself purely to 
the Will of God and do just what was 
asked ofhirn-no more, no less-that 
kept his contemplative calling intact: 
the same struggling and laboring 
among Friends that continually robbed 
him of his peace. It was his scrupu­
lous faithfulness to each new call to 
action whenever it occurred that al­
lowed him to remain focused in con­
templation, faithful to his basic minis­
try, being: being the light of the world, 
the light that keeps on shining for us 
today in his writings. Q 
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Rediscovering Our 
Social Testimony 
by Jonathan Dale 

The 1895 Manchester Conference her­
alded a major shift among British Friends 
away from evangelicalism towards liber­
alism. This speech was given to a confer­
ence held November 17-19,1995, to mark 
the centenary and is reprinted with per­
mission from The Friends' Quarterly. 

Glimpses from a day in 
the life of . . . 

fter I get up in the morning and 
make myself a cup of tea, I go out 
to clean stretches of road and a 

comer of the park near my house. It's my 
round. I enjoy it. It's a tiny bit of exercise. 
It "keeps me low" (or not), protecting me 
from any temptation to think I'm too im­
portant for "that sort of work"; it feels like 
a sort of prayer in action. In the tiniest 
way it's a concern: in my eyes, accumula­
tions of litter everywhere not only de­
grade what loveliness there is but speak 
of an attitude of mind locked into self­
centeredness; and so, in tending "my 
patch," I can protest against the individu­
alism of the times. Although I do it in a 
nonjudgemental spirit, nonetheless it is 
an expressive action that hopes to speak 
silently to others, especially those who 
create the litter. Whether it does or not 
I'm not sure! If all it does is keep parts of 
the estate cleaner on a daily basis, so be it. 

~ Some days, correspondence brings ., 
something to chew on: one day a letter ~ 
telling me I gained over £2,700 by magic, ~ 

~ because Lloyds Bank had absorbed my .:: 
Cheltenham and Gloucester Building So- ~ 
ciety account. £2,700 for nothing! What Q 
to do? I'm well enough off to be able to ~ 
afford anything I might reasonably want 
as well as many things I might want un­
reasonably. Nonetheless I'm tempted to 
keep it. It could be useful if I fall ill or 
need nursing care in my old age, or to 
give to my children who show no signs of 

Jonathan Dale, a member of Manchester (UK) 
Meeting, has been active in concerns about 
sexism, poverty, and housing for many years. 
He recently completed three years of service 
as clerk of Britain Yearly Meeting's Quaker 
Social Responsibility and Education Central 
Committee. 
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growing rich. In the end I was glad I 
wrote to The Friend hoping that others in 
the same boat would see it as money that 
they had no right to and should give away. 
It meant I couldn't forget to actually do it 
as opposed to merely intending to. 

28 October: today I remember that the 
National Demonstration against Racism 
is being held in Manchester. Suddenly 
Emily and I decide we have to go. As­
sembly at 12 noon ... and it's already 
1:15. We have a bite to eat while mulling 

Moment by 
moment, our 
faith is being 
exercised as we 
choose between 
the world's 
priorities and 
what the Ught 
shows us. 

over whether to go by car as to join in 
before it finishes or to walk. We have 
almost always walked to town since mov­
ing to Ordsall. The traffic can be awful, 
but the freedom from the car is wonderful. 

We compromise and take the car just 
over halfway and do my office supplies 
shopping for work on the way back. It's 
not a good decision: the march was late, 
and we could have joined it on foot. We 
have polluted the air people have to 
breathe and contributed to the incessant 
din on the dual carriageway. Was it per­
haps the devil of ease that persuaded me? 

Such are the small-scale daily deci­
sions of most of us. Decisions or just 
automatic reflexes? If decisions, does tak­
ing them feel like a meeting for worship 
moment by moment? Do we sense all 
these-and every other area-<>f our lives 
to be places where our spiritual discern­
ment is exercised? I've not used much 
special spiritual language in writing about 
them, yet we need to be centered down in 
those decisions as in meeting for worship. 

Then they won't be decisions to feel 
anxious about, still less to push away out 
of guilt. Of course sometimes we fail to 
do things that could rightly be expected of 
us; all the time I fall short, but the effort 
and the failings are alike offered to God 
in the hope that I will be guided to be 
more faithful in due course. And that is 
my experience. 

I'm not suggesting that our social re-
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sponsibility can be reduced to such minute 
particulars. It is just that they face us with 
ever-renewed invitations to turn our words 
into deeds. Whether such a practice can 
change the world we cannot be sure; it 
will certainly change us-if only because, 
moment by moment, our faith is being 
exercised as we choose between the 
world's priorities and what the Light 
shows us. 

How can we practice a true faith in a 
world in thrall to false values? 

The dominant values of 
the marketplace 

In the past the marketplace was some­
where to be visited occasionally. But in 
modem, "Western" conditions the mar­
ketplace is omnipresent. Its messages are 
so all-enveloping that they are woven 
into the very texture of our lives. 

To change the metaphor, it's like back­
ground radiation. We are irradiated with 
information and temptation morning, 
noon, and night, much of it from the 
"world of getting and spending." We are 
the first society to be defined more by its 
modes of consumption than of produc­
tion, the first society where shopping has 
become not a search for the necessities of 
life but a leisure activity. 

The capitalist market economy reaches 
into more and more parts of human life to 
givethemmonetaryvalues. Money, there­
fore, is the one surviving value. It com­
mands everything, including sometimes 
sexual relations, votes, life itself. Every­
thing-it is said-has its price. 

The capitalist system depends on mak­
ing people want "something else": it has 
to create wants in order to meet them. In 
doing so, it relies on an elite to lead the 
process of consumption so the rest of us 
can aspire to follow-you can visit the 
luxury dream world of yesterday's wealth 
on safari in Africa or sipping Bacardi on 
that Caribbean beach! The creation of 
wants is much more dynamic than in pre­
market economies and drenches us in con­
sumerist aspiration as never before. 

The National Lottery reflects this mod­
em consumer capitalism. Its manufac­
tured dream of paradise is the jackpot of 
the isolated consumer. Such dreaming is 
a far remove from either secular utopia or 
the Kingdom of God. Both of these are 
based not on individualism but on com­
munity. The capitalist dream is individual · 
and materialist, whether it is so-called 
"earned" or won by luck. 

Have we come to grips with the im­
pact of these changes on spiritual prac-
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tice? Out there thousands of people are 
devoting their intelligence to persuading 
us to buy what they seil-and to leave our 
spiritual values behind in the meeting­
house. Their mission is to change us. Get­
ting us to buy this and that is simpler if we 
can be persuaded to buy their value sys­
tem as a whole. And the value system of 
these modem missionaries of the market 

is unashamedly materialistic. 
The values of faith are diametrically 

opposed to the values of the market. Love, 
truth, peace, community, equality, point 
to an other-centeredness wholly at odds 
with the market's relentless appeal to the 
self. Our faith values, therefore, neces­
sarily stand in judgement on the values of 
the market, whatever the latter's success 
in "delivering the goods." It is not just 
that the values of faith and the market 
differ. The values that are central to our 
faith are under sustained attack by the 
economic system as such. I use the meta­
phor advisedly. We too often forget that 
the world is always an arena in which 
different value systems are locked in 
struggle. 

What can we do to defend our faith? I 
suggest that our resistance needs two 
complementary approaches: on the one 
hand, the strategic campaign with its im­
plications for corporate stance and ac­
tion; on the other the tactical, the slow 

development of alternative practice in our 
daily lives. Each suggests in its different 
modality the requirement to consciously 
oppose "the world" by our lives. 

The strategic dimension 
The nature of currents is that it is easier 

to swim with them than against them. The 
currents of market society are very strong. 
Even if we are swimming against them 
we may be swept along downstream. But 
how many of us float on the current much 
of the time, implicitly accepting its direc­
tion, even enjoying the ride? 

Only a polarized understanding of the 
market's demonic assault on our spiritual 
values has any chance of matching the 
scale of the onslaught. Yet contemporary 
easy-osey Quakerism assumes a blurred 
world in which divergent values and opin­
ions gently jostle for position-quite un­
like the sharply delineated world of 
Pilgrim 's Progress or Fox's Epistles, 
where Truth and error contend. There, 
world and faith are at opposite poles. If 
the sharp deterioration in social condi­
tions in our generation doesn'tjolt us into 
rediscovering this, nothing will. 

So far, alas, it has hardly done so. We 
have responded to that deterioration fit­
fully rather than strategically. Why? 
•Because the system is so powerful that it 
seems impossible to stand against it. To 
do so can seem blasphemous; 
•Because the system is so persuasive that, 
even when we want to resist it, there is a 
part of us that whispers: "it can' t be so 
bad; it brings a lot of good things with it"; 
•Because we are too often isolated in the 
face of it rather than struggling in solidar­
ity with the body of Friends; 
• And .because we are far too proud of our 
beloved Society as it is to want any fun­
damental disturbance. 

So we remain at home in a world of 
alternative voices, not a world of oppos­
ing forces. 

No doubt social tides are much more 
complex even than physical tides. Mixed 
in with the bad there will be a great deal 
of good. I fully accept that. But our spiri­
tual job is to discern the signs of the times. 
This is a strategic process that cannot be 
done if we get lost in the nuances. The 
question is: are the dominant values and 
the prevalent direction of social change 
today ones that in our hearts we see as 
leading to the Kingdom? Or not? To an­
swer "not" is to say that the system in its 
essence--its inequality and its consumer­
ist materialism- runs counter to our core 
values, and that we must counter it. 
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Daily tactics 
The second approach is to engage in 

the daily skinnishing around partial and 
limited objectives. This is about finding 
ways of liberating ourselves from subjec­
tion to the encroaching and secularizing 
power of the market, ways in which faith 
takes over areas of our lives once outside 
its scope. In my own life, the following 
have become matters of faith, rather than 
what they were, secular areas of life: 
•Our choice of where to live; 
•The use of our car; 
•Where my money is invested; 
•Where we go on holiday. 

So what was my spirituality when 
it hardly reached all those parts of my 
life? It was cramped, partial, and unfaith­
ful to the most fundamental Quaker doc­
trine of them all-that the whole oflife is 
sacramental. (In other respects it still is.) 
It had been secularized without my being 
the least bit aware of it. The end result of 
these zones of exclusion, unless we are 
very careful, is a sort of private spirituality. 

The only defense against this neutral­
ization of so much of our faith is true 
seeing followed by true action. Ifthe secu­
lar world threatens to colonize us with its 
relentless promotion of the "more" and 
the "new"; if it dazzles us with materialis­
tic temptation; if it showers us with mes­
sages that economic self-interest is the 
deepest motive force in human beings; if 
it permeates us with the tacit understand­
ing that the monetary exchange of the 
marketplace is always morally neutral, so 
that we do not see that our participation in 
it always raises spiritual questions, then 
we need to be led to consciously exercise 
our faith in the marketplace day by day, 
winning back lost ground little by little, 
reclaiming wherever we can a sense of 
the materiality of our spiritual lives and 
the spirituality of our material lives. 

That is why I started with litterpicking, 
shopping, and the like. What, for each of 
us, are the points where our spirituality 
needs to extend its reach? 

The role of testimony 
I felt uncertainty for many years about 

''testimony." It pointed to peace, on the 
one hand and, on the other, to an assort­
ment of old-fashioned positions that were 
peripheral to my developing spirituality: 
against hat honor, gambling, slavery, 
capital punishment, and swearing oaths. 
To be frank with you, apart from peace it 
was a jumble, a rag-bag of odds and ends 
in my mind. But for the peace testimony 
we might well, by now, have lost the 
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word altogether. 
I have since realized that the term had 

long been slipping into disuse, I presume 
through the effects of the evangelical-led 
transformation of the Religious Society 
of Friends from its early 19th-century 
status as a peculiar people. In the 1895 
Manchester Conference proceedings, 
Thomas Hodgkin qualifies the term "tes­
timonies" by "as they used to be called," 
suggesting its lack of currency. It is not 
surprising, then, that many Friends today 
are not at all clear as to what testimony is 
and how we can use it. 

A Quaker testimony is a belief that 
sterns from our fundamental understand­
ing of religious truth. It is a corporately 
held belief about how we should indi­
vidually act. In practicing them, we wit­
ness to our understanding of the very 
nature of God's spirit of love and truth. 

It is the word "witness" with which we 
have most difficulty. John Punshon ex­
presses it thus in his admirable book Tes­
timony and Tradition: "The testimonies 
are essentially assertive. They proclaim 
how the world ought to be, and thus, by 
implication, what other people ought to 
do." 

How can testimony 
-in this case social 
testimony-help us? 

I began quite deliberately with all those 
minuscule daily actions. My implicit ques­
tion was: what have such actions got to do 
with Quaker testimony? 

Let's take the litter picking. It could 

The values of 
faith are 
diametrically 
opposed to the 
values of the 
market. Love, 
truth, peace, 
community, 
equality, point to 
an other­
centeredness 
wholly at odds 
with the 
market's 
relentless appeal 
to the self. 

just be a way of cleaning the streets! But it 
is more than that: it shows in practical 
action the need to respect the world, natu­
ral and made, which is becoming a con­
temporary testimony. It has implications 
for equality in its acceptance of the me­
nial. It has implications for community. 
Although my daily round is just a per­
sonal action, it takes place in a context of 
community cleanups and is seen as part 
of that effort; in its implied rejection of 
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the individualistic self-centeredness oflit­
ter dropping, it also represents an appeal 
to community spirit. 

Seeing a particular action as testimony 
is important to me. It reminds me that I 
am doing something more: I am testifying 
to the values of faith that lie so much 
deeper than self-interest, but which can 
so easily be obscured by it. In that way 

everything we do becomes a part of a 
whole faith and not just a series of sepa­
rate actions on separate issues. And so 
faith becomes much more continuously 
real. We need this sense of the unity of 
faith and action in the nitty gritty of our 
everyday lives. Testimony is that unity 
and so offers us a key both to spiritual 
growth and to more faithful social action. 
Testimony is also a crucial defense against 
the very powerful forces both in society 
at large and amongst many Friends. 

Secularization is the powerful histori­
cal process that assumes the absence of 
God. Even if we hold to God we are 
subjected to pressure to live a split exist­
ence, part secular, part spiritual. Do we go 
along with that, treating areas of our life 
as though they were spiritually neutral? 
Or do we resist it, seeing all our choices 
as God-given? Testimony could be a fo­
cus of resistance. Indeed, as the impact of 
a secularizing mentality increases, testi­
mony becomes all the more vital. 

Are we affected by this process? Let's 
see by asking ourselves whether we treat 
the following issues as spiritual questions. 
In other words, do we approach them 
from the point of view of our own advan­
tage or the service of God? 
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Firstly, some big decisions: 
•What work (paid or unpaid) to do; 
•Where to live; 
•What to do with windfall gains, such as 
legacies; 
•Whether to use public or private school 
or health systems. 

And the small decisions: 
• Whether to take the car or catch the bus; 

• Whether to buy the cheaper pack of tinned 
tomatoes with extra packaging or two 
more expensive tins with less; 
•Whether to use water from the washing­
up bowl rather than pour it away and then 
fill the watering can from the tap; 
•Whether to buy strawberries flown in 
from Africa in February. 

And soon. 
Can we answer ''yes, they are spiritual 

issues, and I am wrestling with them" to 
all of these? If not, whose message is 
being spoken by our lives?-almost cer­
tainly the message of whatever secular 
social convention is the norm. The role of 
testimony can be to bring us to an aware­
ness of the connections between all these 
aspects of our lives and our Quaker faith. 
It will help us to resist the encroachment 
of the secular. 

A second virtue of the reaffirmation of 
testimony is that it will help us resist the 
extreme individualism some Friends have 
picked up from the spirit of the times. To 
choose testimony is to commit the Soci­
ety to oppose such an individualism. This 
is so because the foundation of testimony 
is the experience of corporate guidance, 
the belief that together we can be led into 
truth. That, for -example, to treat people 

with equal respect is not an arbitrary or 
subjective preference but accords with a 
divine preference in the very constitution 
of the created world. 

Testimony, then, is incompatible with 
the contemporary Quaker assumption that 
seems to believe we all have our indi­
vidual opinions and that's that-there's 
nothing to choose between them and noth­
ing more to be said. 

This relativistic individualism would 
have horrified the 1895 conference. Yet' it 
has grown out of the liberal Quakerism 
that 1895 prepared. Once all authority 
had been subjected to critical appraisal by 
the "rational-spiritual" individual, all later 
generations had to do was cut the cords 
that linked that individual to an also tran­
scendent God or Jesus. We have to decide 
now whether we want to go further down 
that road, past all the barriers where the 
1895 generation would have halted, to­
wards the further shores of individualism, 
relativism, and a God created by and in 
the image of humankind, or whether, as I 
suggest, we find that we have gone too far 
and set to rediscovering together the real­
ity of the values that are in us but also 
beyond. Social testimony lies in that di­
rection. 

I want to be a spoilsport here. There is 
nothing that amuses Friends today more 
than our differences. Our in-joke is about 
there being as many different opinions as 
there are individual Friends. Such jokes 
are not very funny when they are seen to 
be ·not very true. And I certainly hope 
they are not true. If there is no truth be­
yond individual opinion we might as well 
save time and the polluting petrol in get­
ting to meeting: diverse opinions can be 
harvested from the television at less cost. 

I am deadly serious in this attack on 
what many take as an innocent joke. If 
testimony has a corporate dimension, the 
joke undermines it. It encourages the be­
lief that we have lost touch with a ground­
ing truth and are left with mere incompat­
ible opinions out of which no unity on 
social and political issues can be expected. 
In tum that encourages some Friends to 
believe that the Society should pull out of 
this area of our faith altogether. 

That is a counsel of despair. If we 
could get away from the joke we might 
see that, in reality, our approach to social 
and political issues has real and essential 
elements of unity, which could only be 
strengthened by a fuller rediscovery of 
testimony. The housing concern, the 
yearly meeting on poverty in 1987, the 
encouraging unity over the National Lot­
tery, reveal a great reservoir of agree-
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Does our 
practice of 
testimony 
measure up to 
the gap between 
the theory that 
we are all 
children of God 
and the 
contempt, 
the neglect, 
the abuse, the 
exploitation that 
is the reality 
for so many? 

ment amongst us. Like the half-full rather 
than half-empty reservoir we should start 
celebrating the amazing fact of our Quaker 
social unity. 

Let me take the recent example of the 
National Lottery. Minutes came in from 
more than a hundred preparative and 
monthly meetings. Despite some differ­
ences of emphasis, the overwhelming im­
pression is of the Society as a body of 
people firmly united in their opposition. 

The lessons I draw from that exercise 
are: that unity may be more possible than 
Friends assume; that such unity is much 
more readily reached on the foundations 
of our fundamental beliefs; that unity does 
not mean I 00 percent agreement on ev­
ery word. 

Furthermore: we too easily forget that 
our unity as a religious group depends 
quite significantly on our unity as to the 
social expression of our faith. Just imag­
ine if we could not speak out of a united 
conviction? If we were unable to assume 
a common commitment to peace, to truth, 
to simplicity, to equality broadly under­
stood? If there were as many Friends who 
were hangers and floggers as penal re­
formers; what would meeting for worship 
or yearly meeting feel like then? Would 
ministry be contradictory or suppressed? 
Do you see what I mean? No! Quaker 
social testimony is absolutely central to 
Quaker unity. Without it the Religious 
Society of Friends would certainly not 
hold. 

Our rediscovery of social testimony, 
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WIWAM PENN CHARTER SCHOOL Est. 1689 

--307 Years of Quaker Education 

The William Penn Charter School is a Quaker college-preparatory school 
stressing high standards in academics, the arts, and athletics. Penn Charter 
is committed to nurturing girls and boys of diverse backgrounds in an 
atmosphere designed to stimulate each student to work to his or her 
fullest potential. Kindergarten through twelfth grade. 

Earl J. Ball m, Head of School 
3000 W. School House Lane, Philadelphia, PA 19144 
(215) 844-3460 

FRIENDS HoME AT WooDSTOWN 
A {)Jiaker-Sponsored Retirement Facility 
• One-bedroom Woods Court 

Apartments for People over 60 
• Residential facility with 

community dining 
WOOOSTOJVN • Delicious, nutritious meals 

• 60-bed Medicare & Medicaid 
Certified Nursing Home 

• Pastoral Setting 
• Caring, supportive staff 

P.O. Box457, Friends Drive • Woodstown, NJ 08098 • (609) 769-1500 

&atimJom£ rffiENDS. {!ScHooL 
Scattergood offers a rigorous college preparatory program for approximately 
sixty students, grades 9 through 12, in a caring, close-knit community of boarding 
students and resident staff living and working together in a beautiful rural setting. 

• Coeducational 
• Graduation requirements include 

Quaker Studies and an off-campus 
community service project 

• Strong programs in the arts 

• Four-year Spanish language 
program with work-camp 
experience in Mexico 

• Daily campus and farm work crews 
• Outdoor and wilderness programs 
• Cooperation emphasized over 

competition 
• More than one-third of students and 

staff have Quaker backgrounds 

To /tarn more abolll ScaJtergood, or to a"ange a visit, contact the Director of Admissions, 
Scattergood Friends Schoo/,1951 Delta Avenue, West BrtJIICh,/owa 52358-8507, 

phone (319) 643-7628 or (319) 643-7600, FAX (319) 643-7485. 

Under the care oflowa Yearly Meeting of Friends (C) since 1890 
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Oakwood Friends School 
located in the historic Hud<oo Valley 75 miles oortb of New York City 

Coed boarding and day school for grades 7-12 and postgraduate 

Rigorous oollcge p-eparatory curria.Wm 
Visual and performing arts 
Strong, nurtwing community 
International program 

Small class sizes 
Unique Senior program 
Athletic p-ogr.un 
Community service 

Please contact the Admissions Office: 515 South Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
(914)462-4200 

WESTTOWN SCHOOL 

We invite you to discover the value of a Westtown education ... 
under the care of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting since 1799. 

*Challenging programs in academics, the arts, and athletics 
*Strong Quaker presence in student body and faculty 
*310 day students in grades pre-K through 10 
*290 boarding students in grades 9-12 (boarding required, 11-12) 
*Diversity of racial, geographic, economic and religious 

backgrounds among students and teachers 
*Weekly meeting for worship and strong sense of community 

are central to school life. 

Westtown School, Westtown, PA 19395 (610) 399-7900 

then, should develop through a more faith­
ful, more accountable practice in our daily 
lives. It should lead to a stronger public 
Quaker contribution to the moral, social, 
and political debate from a renewed sense 
of unity in our grounding values. It will 
preserve us from the split between the 
secular and the spiritual. It will counter­
act the relativistic individualism that has 
affected us. 

Does it not do that already? Does testi­
mony really need rediscovering? Quaker 
testimonies are clearly alive. Simplicity, 
equality, truth, and peace remain refer­
ence points for us, community less cer­
tainly. Sustainability has perhaps become 
so. They are not just words. We practice 
them in different ways and to different 
degrees. There is a discernible Quaker 
approach to truth that is visible in our 
business meetings but also marks our deal­
ings with the wider world. There is a 
degree of simplicity in our lifestyle com­
pared with the lifestyles of those in a sim­
ilar financial bracket who live around us. 

Yes! Our testimonies are alive: but 
how well are they? If faith is about trun­
dling along in a middling sort of way, 
then our practice of testimony might do. 
But does our practice measure up to the 
gap between the theory that we are all 
children of God and the contempt, the 
neglect, the abuse, the exploitation that is 
the reality for so many? Does it measure 
up to a world in which global inequality 
grows ever deeper, with its bitter harvest 
of malnutrition, disease, and death? A 
world that is wiping out habitats and spe­
cies wholesale in its worship of unfet­
tered economic development? A world in 
which, for all the talk of community here 
in Britain, the reality is in many parts a 
terrible disintegration of community ... . 

Does our practice of testimony mea­
sure up to the increasing inequality in 
society? Does it measure up to the 
homelessness, both hidden and on the 
street? The long-term unemployment? The 
growth of insecure, low-paying jobs­
the ultimate example of which was the 
Burger King employee who had to clock 
on each time a customer came in and 
wait, unpaid, for the next one? 

We talk about these things, and we 
respond as much as we reasonably can, 
but is that "reasonable" approach enough? 
What I have tried to show is that our 
response fails to match the challenge so­
cial change is posing to our faith. 

Our weakness is that we are only 
vaguely conscious of our testimonies and 
live them out in very selective areas of 
our lives. They are often seen more as the 
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expression of personal values than a cor­
porate adventure of the spirit. More is 
needed of the Religious Society ofF riends 
than a piecemeal approach in which we 
flit from the growing inequalities in soci­
ety in 1987 to the iniquities of the Na­
tional Lottery in 1995. It is not enough to 
consider each issue on its own. We need 
the underlying sense of direction that a 
renewed social testimony would help 
create. 

Is this possible? Can we 
rediscover or reaffinn 
our social testimony? 

It will not be easy. 
We live in an age of individualism that 

has to be defeated in ourselves for the 
consistent corporate turning to testimony 
to be possible and for individual practice 
to be strengthened by new forms of mu­
tual accountability, not least in relation to 
money. 

We live in a culture of contentment in 
which those who have a decent standard 
of living seem unwilling to share what 
they have. Friends, although discontented 
for others, may yet be contented by our 
own social situation. That makes it harder 
for us to be angry. Political discourse has 
shifted decisively to reflect that culture of 
contentment. Few voices are raised for 
justice and equality. How much are we 
distressed by that? If all the larger parties 
are wedded to the market, what role does 
the Society of Friends have in promoting 
an alternative vision of the Kingdom of 
God? 

Finally, an historical perspective: Early 
Friends rejected the dominant values of 
their society and felt called to live accord­
ing to a different life and power. By the 
19th century, however, Friends were play­
ing a significant role in the capitalist trans­
formation of society and were little given 
to radical criticism of it. Between the last 
decade of the 19th century and the 1920s, 
the Religious Society of Friends went 
through a rapid transformation in its atti­
tude toward the prevailing social order: 
they were able to develop a far-reaching 
criticism of capitalist practice that culmi­
nated in the Proclamation of the Eight 
Foundations of a True Social Order in 
1921. 

That critique, however, was contained 
within a broader, optimistic assumption 
that history was moving towards an ever 
fuller embodiment of Quaker values. The 
new, liberal, post-1895 Religious Society 
of Friends allied itself in many respects 
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with the mainstream culture of the times, 
both philosophically and politically.lt saw 
God's nature illustrated in social progress: 
towards liberty, towards democracy, to­
wards equality, and ultimately towards 
the Kingdom of God. That tide flowed 
until the 1960s, sweeping Friends along 
with it. 

It has been ebbing since the mid 1970s 
at least-and fast since 1979. As for our 
new flood tide, it flows in the name of the 
global market towards inequality, ihdi­
vidualism, and materialism. We are pretty 
unhappy with it, distrusting its direction; 
it flows rapidly away from our Quaker 
values rather than towards them. It is this 
sharp reversal of so much that Friends 
have seen as in right social ordering that 
makes the time opportune for a renewal 
of our understanding and practice of so­
cial testimony. 

Our stance towards society conse­
quently needs to be very different from 
the post-1895 period. We have to estab­
lish again a critical distance from the domi­
nant trends of the age, not in the narrow 
interests of being peculiar but from the 
necessity of witnessing to our faith, which 
has different values. That is what proph­
ecy is. 

We will make no distinctive contribu­
tion to faith or society if we drift about on 
the currents of the global market. Half­
hearted paddling against that current will 
not take us very far. It is time to throw 
ourselves into the struggle for a social 
order that is compatible with our belief in 
that of God in everyone; the necessity for 
profound criticism of the present and vi­
sion for the future is even greater than it 
was in 1895. A rediscovery of the po­
tency of testimony will enable our whole 
lives to be grounded in faith. It will en­
able us to celebrate our unity. It will chal­
lenge us to develop ways of sharing our 
experience of the growing power of the 
spirit to lead us in our daily lives. 

Then, having reached this point, we 
will want to know how to interpret our 
social testimonies to truth, equality, sim­
plicity, sustainability, and community in 
contemporary conditions. That will have 
to be another talk-or perhaps five! Even 
better, an agenda for Britain Yearly Meet­
ing over the next ten years! CJ 

The April 1996 issue ofThe Friends' 
Quarterly, containing the complete 1995 
Manchester Conference papers, is avail­
able via airmail delivery by sending $5 
cash (no checks) to: The Friend, P.O. 
Box 1652, Knaresborough HGS 9XF, 
United Kingdom. 

A Quaker Conference Center 
340 HIGH STREET 

P.O.BOX246 
BURLINGTON, 

NEW JERSEY 08016 
Available for day and overnight use 

609-387-3875 

Fundraising Consulting for 
Educational Institutions and 
Nonprofit Organizations 
Currently serving Midwest. 
Southeast and East Coast 
clients 

Henry Freeman Consulting 
713 S.W. 15th Street. Richmond, Indiana <47374 

983-1578 

CREMATION 
Friends are reminded that/he 

Anna T. Jeanes Fund 
will reimburse cremation costs. 

(Applicable to members of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting only.) 

For inform•tion, write or teltpbone 
SANDY BATES 
5350 KnOl Street 

PhUadelphia, PA 19144 

• m~ac;e C<3f'C1Ftcaces 
• aw3$)s • msqztpctons • 
• e1"et2 announcemencs • 
• Cjf2<3eC1n<j ca£b bes1c;ns • 
• lflVIcaGlOOS • SCJZ()ltS • 

$/V'lf:f!FNresr 
609-786-JSZ+ 

Fyfe & Miller 
FUNERAL SERVICE 
7047 Germantown Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19119 

(215) 247-8700 
James E. Fyfe Edward K. Miller 

Simple earth burial 
and cremation service 

available at reasonable cost. 
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A Serious Talk 
by Benjamin (as told to Clifford Pfeil) 
iOustrated by Lorna Kent 

Our hero takes a big step. 

aura," I said, "I've been thinking." 
was potluck Sunday again. There were casseroles 

and cakes, rolls and homemade breads, dishes with 
meatballs, and pans of lasagna. There were cookies, 
bread puddings made with goat's milk and with cow's 
milk, three-bean salads, lettuce and tomato salads, ~d 
fiuit salads. Laura said the room smelled like a French 
bakery, an Italian deli, and a Swedish restaurant all at 
the same time! 

~'And what would a mouse be thinking about while 
sitting before a feast like this?" asked Laura. 

"Well, I was thinking about how it was before I 
came out of my hole and met Emily and joined the 
meeting. I used to get pretty hungry sometimes. And I 
felt like a stowaway. You know, hiding out, sneaking 
bits of food, worrying about mouse traps. Compared 
to now, it was not a very dignified way to live." 

I gnawed a slice of carrot. 
"I imagine it wasn't easy," said Laura. 
"It wasn't. But that's how mice live, usually." 
Laura asked me a question: "Do you like being part 

of the meeting?" 
"Oh I" I 'd "I ' fc " , yes. saJ. • t s great or me. 
I took a bite of bread pudding. 
"But the thing is, I've been thinking about all the 

mice in the world who still are living their lives in 
hiding, eating crumbs, just squeaking by. What about 
them?" 

I nibbled on a piece of macaroni. 
"I mean, I wish they could see me now. No, that's 

not it. I wish they could ... I wish they could join me 
now! I wish we could eat bread pudding together!" 

Laura smiled grandly. Emily, who had been up for 
seconds, came over and sat down with us. 

"What's up?" she asked. 
"I think Benjamin is cooking up an idea," said 

Laura. 
"What if there were other mice at other meetings," I 

continued. "What if they're just stuck in their old 
holes, not knowing they could be out eating salads, 
cookies, and cakes and participating in the life of the 
meeting?" 

"Someone should tell them," said Emily. 
"Someone should go on a journey to the other 

meetings to tell them," added Laura. 
. "Yes!" I agreed. "Someone should. tell them! And 

that 'someone' is me!" 
My whiskers twitched with excitement as an 

adventure took shape in my mind. "I could go from 
one meeting to another, all over the world! I could tell 
everyone about mice! They would say: 'Oh yes, we 
have mice, but we never thought of inviting them to 
meeting.' And I would say: 'But think what you are 

Clifford Pfeil a member of Pima (Ariz.) Meeting, teaches English as a second langua~e. "Benjamin, the Meetinghouse Mouse" ir dedicated to Mark, 
Robert, Matthew, Emily, and the sweet memory of Laura. Lorna Kent ira member of Central Philadelphia (Pa.) Meeting. 
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missing! Mice are a tremendous 
addition to meeting! They are 
great with children! They 
provide a nice cosmopolitan 
atmosphere! And sometimes 
they even do brave deeds!' " 

Laura's eyes were twinkling. 
She put her hand on my paw. 

"You know what you need, 
Benjamin," she said. "You need 
a traveling minute." 

"A 1· ha ~, trave tng ... w t. 
"A traveling minute. It's a 

letter that you carry with you 
wherever you go. The meeting 
writes it. It tells who you are, 
and it tells what you are doing. 
It says that you go with the 
blessing of your own meeting. 
Benjamin, you must do this. 
This is something you are 
supposed to do!" 

That night, unable to sleep, I 
went to my desk and got out the 
bottle of ink. Writing with care, 
and with conviction, I put the 
following letter together: 

Dear clerk of the meeting: 
I take my tail in hand to write 

to you. I want to be a member. I 
have felt at home here ever since 
I arrived one wintry potluck 
moming. Please appoint a 
cleamess committee for me. I 
think I have lots of cleamess 
already. What do I do next? 

Your Friend. 
Benjamin 

I read it over and thought 
about it for a while. Then, 
deciding to ask for .everything at 
once, I wrote a postscript: 

P.S. Also, please send me a 
traveling minute. I'm going out 
into the world. 

Concluded next month . . .. 
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Quaker Inner City School 
Endowment Fund 

A small group 'Of well integrated Quaker schools are doing a 
terrific job in inner city environments. Help them gain needed 
endowments to provide long-term financial stability. For infor­
mation contact Imogene Angell, 150 Kendal Drive, Kennett 
Square, PA 19348. (610) 388-0935. 

Quaker Volunteer 
Service, Training, 
and Witness National Conference 

Aprl/18-20, 1.997 

Burlington Meeting House Conference Center, Burlington, N.J. 

0 learn from and about other Friends' projects 
0 look at setting up an ongoing network on service and witness 
0 work together to develop advlces and queries on how Friends' 

beliefs connect service and work 

By exchanging ideas for training and development, brainstorming on adminis­
trative problems, sharing how we work our faith into service and work, and 
inspiring each other we hope to fan the flame of active caring that has always 
characterized Friends. 

This work rises from a leading of Illinois Yearly Meeting to strengthen and 
support volunteer service and witness. The planning group seeks correspond­
ing members to serve as links with other Yearly Meetings and Quaker service 
and witness organizations. 

Also, a directory of 1996 Quaker service opportunities is available both in 
print and on our web-site. For hard copy, send $4 (sugg.) or $2 (min.). 

Contact Judy Jager (847) 864-8173 
1002 Rorence Ave., Evanston, IL 60202 
E-mail: mller123@aol.com 
Web site: http:/ jwww.ulc.edu/-conantjqvstc 

FRIENDLY LEADERS 
TRANSLATE YOUR CORE BEUEFS 

' 

INTO EFFECTIVE ORGANIZATIONAL ACI'ION 
Quaker methods underlie the strongest modem management techniques. 
Work with a Friendly organizational consultant who shares your values and 
has put them into dynamic practice in family business, school, human service 
agency, and corporate settings. Public or private sector, any locale. 

ORGANIZAnoNAL DEVELOPMENI•CHANGE MANAGEMENr•l'EAM Bun.oiNG• WoRK PROCFSS 
RmESJGN•INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP Rou: CoNsULTATION•'CoUABORATIVE WDERSIDP' 
'fRAINING•CoNFUCT REsoLUilON• AllJANCE I>EVELOPMENI 

GEMINI ALLIANCE DIANE CANO, PRINGPAL ... 

327 FOURTH STREET #1R, BROOKLYN, NY 11215 
DHCANO®AOL.COM PH.: (718) 832-0678, FAX: ( 718) 832-3684 
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Performing Arts 

Easter Music School and the Tiger 
by Laura Nell Morris 

eeklong meeting for worship with a 
concern for music? Although this may 

sound like a music-loving Friend's 
wildest fantasy, it is in fact an available real­
ity. The Quaker Festival Orchestra and Cho­
rus, one of the Leaveners' performing arts 
projects in Great Britain, recently held a 
weeklong residential music school in prepa­
ration for the premier performance of the ora­
torio, "Embracing the Tiger." This major work, 
performed in Birmingham (England) Sym­
phony Hall on Easter Monday, is the third 
full-length oratorio to be commissioned by 
the Leaveners for symphony orchestra, cho­
rus, and soloists. The first two, "The Gates of 
Greenham" and "Cry of the Earth," were per­
formed in London's Royal Festival Hall in 
1985 and 1990 respectively. 

These oratorios have each been 
composed around a theme of 
spiritual and humanitarian chal­
lenge. "Embracing the Tiger," 
an intensely dramatic work, 
speaks of those moments 
when spontaneous human 
courage has arrested and 
transformed the tiger pow­
ers of oppression and de­
struction. It is the story of 
Amrita De vi, a woman of the 

~ Bishnoi people in India, who 
ti in 1730 sacrificed her life in an 
6 attempt to save the sacred Khejri 
~ trees. Following her lead, 363 villagers 
~ also embraced the trees and were killed. 

Two hundred and forty years later, when the 
forests of the Western Himalayas were threat­
ened, the story of the act sparked the Chipko 
movement A large assemblage of women 
again put their arms around the trees, and the 
multinational corporations were forced to 
abandon their plans to cut down the trees for 
timber. 

"Embracing the Tiger" is subtitled "a cho­
ral drama of courage, darkness, and transfor­
mation," and is based in part on the tai chi 
exercise "Embrace the tiger-return to moun­
tain." ("Grasp the power and return it to the 
selfl") That its rehearsal was scheduled dur­
ing the week prior to Easter made participa­
tion a particularly impressive experience. 
Many were moved to tears, including choris­
ters and soloists. The libretto focuses on 

Laura Nell Mo"is lives in Washington, D.C., 
and is a member of Hopewell (Va.) Meeting. 
She served as Friend in Residence at 
Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre in 
Birmingham, England, during the 1996 sum­
mer term. 
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Amrita Devi's moment of decision-and on 
the impact her decision has upon the Rajah of 
Jodhpur. The Rajah sees the trees only as 
timber for the building of his new palace, but 
Amrita and the villagers regard all life as 

. sacred: "The trees are the power of the earth I 
The land is the mother of the trees. I She 
breaks open to give her children goodness. I 
She nurtures us with green and grain." But 
even as Amrita and the villagers honor the 
trees-"Y our roots are deep in the founda­
tions of the earth, I Your leaves reach up to 
touch the hollow of the sky"- the Rajah ar­
rives and sings: "Here, here will I build my 
palace I Let it sit upon the earth, a jewel I 

Soaring up to touch the hollow of the sky." 
When the woodcutters arrive with their 

axes, Amrita knows her moment has come. · 
The life of the Khejri trees is as dear to her as 
her own, but her courage wavers when her 
husband and child arrive; she invokes the 
voices of others "in past, in present, and in 
days to come . .. whom time has chosen to 
stand firm .... " The voices of two are heard: 
Mautara, a priest of the Ngariki tribe in the 
Cook Islands, who Jay down his spear and 
approached the enemy carrying only his "fan 
of peace"; and Rosa Parks, whose refusal to 
give up her bus seat to a white man sparked 
the bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama­
leading eventually to the desegregation of the 
buses. Shored up by these voices, Amrita 
embraces the tree. The woodcutters order her 
to let go: "Your bloody price is suicide . ... 
Don't touch the tree! Back off!" The horror of 
the moment is realized in a single word: 
"Strike!" and the chorus whispers, "She is 
dead .... See how the birds fall silent." Other 
villagers are in tum struck down: "Tree trunks -

and bodies, bloodied. All who stand firm will 
be marked by the tiger." 

The Rajah faces his own tiger when he 
sees the massacre: "Hideous sight. What mad­
ness made them throw their lives into the path 
of woodmen's axe? Did I decree that trees be 
felled at any cost? ... You are dead, Am rita, 
by my greed. I never knew you, yet forever I 
shall mourn you ... . And henceforward I shall 
honor I All that lives and breathes within 
these lands." The final chorus begins: "Amrita, 
sister, we honor you, I With Rosa Parks and 
Mautara, I With Rigoberta, Linda Gunn, I 
With all the hidden names through time; Shore 
up our strength with your strength I As we go 
to meet the tigers I In the cities, in the forest, in 
the war zone, in ourselves." 

Early in the week of rehearsal word 
came that the last of the trees being 

cleared for the Newbury bypass 
near London had been felled; 

an ancient, mist-covered 
copse had fallen victim to 
progress. It had been pro­
tected by a community of 
protesters who lived in tree 
houses connected by a net­
work of rope catwalks. Word 
passed within the choir as 

we rehearsed, "Amrita, come! 
There are men with axes!" The 

coinciding of this event with our 
rehearsals gave a poignant, timeless 

quality to the oratorio. 
The deeper-and sometimes darker-psy­

chological aspects of Amrita's actions and 
the Rajah's transformation began to reveal 
themselves after the composer joined us on 
Friday evening. Francis Grier-<:horister at 
St. George's Chapel, Windsor Castle, as a 
boy and an appointed organist of Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford, in 1981 at age 25-also 
studied music, theology, and meditation in 
India. He currently works as a psychodynamic 
counselor and a marital psychotherapist. The 
extremely challenging score reflects his bril­
liance as a musician, and his training in psy­
chotherapy strongly influenced his collabora­
tion with the librettist, Sue Mayo. To watch 
his face as he heard for the first time his 
composition being performed, to receive his 
gracious but firm corrections and suggestions, 
to be buoyed by his encouragement ("Increase 
your confidence; you really do know it!")­
all this added to our sense of history-in-the­
making. 

Community was established quickly. Most 
of the approximately 180 choristers and 60 
instrumentalists were Quakers, as was the 
renowned Welsh conductor, John Hywel. In 
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addition to myself, two others came from the 
United States: soprano Dona Boyce­
Manoukian of Langley Hill (Va.) Meeting 
and flutist Charles Coltrane of New Garden 
(N.C.) Meeting. Rehearsals were held on the 
campus of Bromsgrove College south of Bir­
mingham-an institution that had its begin­
nings in the Middle Ages as a chantry school. 
The 12-hour-long days were well scheduled 
around rehearsals, bounteous meals, and free 
time for walking, viewing issue-related vid­
eos, additional music-making, and socializ­
ing. In the time-honored British tradition (and 
greatly appreciated by this American), no re­
hearsals, intense though they were, were al­
lowed to interfere with morning coffee or 
afternoon tea. 

Each day began and ended with worship; 
this was established at the close of the first 
rehearsal, held on Monday evening prior to 
Easter. We had ended with another program 
piece, C.H.H. Parry's "Blest Pair of Sirens," 
based on a poem by John Milton. As the 
closing line, "To live with Him, and sing in 
endless mom of light," soared to the vaulted 
ceiling of the old chapel ofBromsgrove Col­
lege, John Hywel immediately bowed his 
head-and the presence of the Spirit fell upon 
us. On performance night, Easter Monday, 
before entering Symphony Hall we sat to­
gether in worship on the floor of one of the 
rehearsal rooms, opening our hearts so that 
the creative power of the Spirit might speak 
through us. 

An encouraging note for North American 
Friends: There is keen interest among British 
Friends that a new work in progress, based on 
the life of John Woolman, might incorporate 
the musical interests and gifts ofNorth Ameri­
can Friends-with the possibility of a premier 
performance in the United States. This work 
will assume a form similar to that of"The Fire 
and the Hammer"-a celebration of the spiri­
tual quest of George Fox that incorporates 
readings from his journal and songs performed 
by the Quaker Festival Orchestra and Chorus. 
There is a possibility, I'm convinced, that the 
Leaveners could be persuaded to bring "The 
Fire and the Hammer" across the Atlantic for 
presentation: at the ·Friends General Confer­
ence Gathering? at yearly meeting sessions? 
Your suggestions and invitations are welcome, 
as are indications of interest in the Woolman 
production. What an ideal opportunity for 
Friends to lift their voices together in song! 
For additional information, please write to the 
Leaveners Arts Base, 8 Lennox Road, 
Finsbury Park, London N4 3NW, UK (Fax: 
0171 272 8405). . . 0 
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How Would You Shape The World? 
That's the question every student tries to answer during their years at Antioch. 

For themselves. For the world at large. 
Antioch's contemporary liberal arts program was designed to enable you to realize 

your potential, and to empower you to shape the world around you for the bette1: At 
Antioch, our diverse students and faculty and our small classes allow you to explore 
who you are, where you want to go and how you're going to get there. Our innovative 
majors, our intentionally chosen work programs and our community service compo­
nent allow you to integrate your knowledge, experience and involvement. We give 
you the opportunity and the responsibility to function as a partner in your educational 
program- the kind of responsibility that will shape you as a leader, not just a graduate. 

It 's not f~reveryone, _but if you want to IMTiJ;QCHI 
make a difference m the world- and _r 
in your life- it may be for you. Take the c o L L E G E 

first Step: call today 1·800·543·9436. 795 Livennore Street,YellowSprings,Ohio45387 

Abington Friends School 

A Quaker co-educational college preparatory day school 
for students in Preschool through Grade 12 

For more information, please call 
215-886-4350 

25 



SANDY SPRING 

FRIENDS 
SCHOOL 

• Boarding Option Grades 9 to 12 • Day: Pre-K through 12 
Five or seven day programs 

Outstanding college preparatory curriculum 
based on traditional Quaker values 

• Upper School AP courses • Strong arts and athletics programs 

e Required community service • Travel abroad opportunities 

Situated on 140 acres in historic Quaker country, an hour's drive 
from Washington, D.C., Baltimore, or Annapolis. 

For further information: SANDY SPRING FRIENDS SCHOOL, BOX 3, 
16923 NORWOOD ROAD, SANDY SPRING, MD 20860 
Phone: {301} 774-7455 Fax: {301} 924-1115 
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I PENDLE HILL 
Working for Friends, Working for Meetings 

• Caring for One Another: 
A Workshop on Pastoral Care 
for Members of Ministry and 
Oversight Committees 
-Nov. 8- 10 

• Introduction to Quakerism 
-Feb. 7-9 

• Clerking- Feb. 28-Mar. 2 

• Training for First Day School Teachers- April 4-6 

PENDLE HILL . A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 

(8oo) 741.~150 Box F • 338 Plush Mill Road • Wallingford, PA 19086 

Reports 

Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting 

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting held its 316th 
annual sessions at the Arch Street Meeting­
house in Philadelphia, Pa., March 20-24. The 
experience of a residential yearly meeting at 
Allentown College in the summer of 1995 
had been a gratifYing one, which the 1996 
yearly meeting agreed to repeat in the sum­
mer of 1997. Although numbers were fewer 
in Allentown, continuity and community were 
seen as assets. 

Faith and action, the two inseparable ele­
ments of the Religious Society of Friends, 
were once again in evidence at the 1996 ses­
sions. The recommendations of the Structure 
and Workings Committee provided a major 
focus, with one threshing session and two 
discussion sessions devoted to them. Clerks 
of monthly and quarterly meetings comprised 
this committee, which had been at work for 
15 months studying the problems of the yearly 
meeting. Revision of the committee structure, 
a unified budget, and changes in the method 
of financing the yearly meeting were the ma­
jor recommendations, with which the yearly 
meeting united. An implementation commit­
tee is to work out the means of carrying out 
the recommendations. The Structure and 
Workings Committee set a simple clearness 
test for any process, structure, funding, etc. to 
be considered: Does it nurture and support 
the collective spiritual journey of Friends? 

An appropriate introduction to the consid­
eration of putting our faith into action was 
provided by the question: How can we raise 
up our Quaker vision of the possibility of a 
better world? From helping children develop 
strategies for dealing with conflict to working 
on the global level by such means as the 
United Nations Conference on Women in 
Beijing, the meeting shared its attempts to 
answer the question. Concerns about educa­
tion went beyond the perennial problem of 
financing a Friends school education to the 
responsibilities of all to help beleaguered pub­
lic education. An afternoon session focused 
the meetings's attention on "Friendly service 
as expressed in our personal experience, our 
monthly and quarterly meetings, and those 
yearly meeting activities grounded in grass­
roots activities." The variety and richness of 
responses spoke well for the current vitality 
and concern for others of contemporary 
Friends. 

-Marjorie M. Anderson 
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Tell me more. 

I am interested in ways I can invest in the future of FRIENDS JouRNAL. 
Please send me: 

0 your booklet on charitable gift planning 
0 a gift annuity illustration for the ages below 
0 sample bequest language for my will 
Please send the information indicated above to: 
Name Birthdate:. ______ _ 

Name Birthdate: ______ _ 

Address:. ______________________ _ 

City: State: Zip:. ___ _ 

Telephone: ( __ ) ________ _ 

Mail this form or call Mike Johnson, toll-free, at (800) 988-1105. 
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News of Friends 

The American Friends Service Committee 
is supporting the work of Washington 
Quaker Workcamps and the National 
Council of Churches in response to the 
burnings of African American churches. 
The AFSC released the following state­
ment on June 21: 

Daily we hear of new and spreading 
incidents of attacks on houses of worship 
throughout our country. The majority of 
these attacks have been on African Ameri­
can congregations, which serve as the 
heart of the African American commu­
nity and have been powerful centers of 
social transformation for generations. 
This calls us once again to be mindful 
and responsive to our nation's history 
and current struggle with bigotry and racial 
violence. 

We believe that the separate acts spring 
from a climate supportive of scapegoating 
and hostility, particularly of people of color. 
Many organizations . . . that preach racial 
hatred bear responsibility for this climate. .. 

The burnings must stop. We call upon law 
enforcement authorities at the federal, state, 
and local levels to intensify their search for 
the arsonists, to provide protection for all 
churches, and to pursue a full and impartial 
search for the truth, including the possibility 
that this is a coordinated campaign to intimi­
date communities .... 

We ask our public leaders to challenge the 
climate in which these acts are allowed to be 
perpetrated. The tendency to deny the racist 
character of these events and to target suspi­
cion on church members must stop. Race 
hatred in all of its manifestations should be 
recognized and rejected. 

The AFSC has worked for racial justice 
throughout our history .... These events make 
painfully evident that the struggle must go on. 

We commend the initiatives taken by the 
Washington Quaker Workcamps and the Na­
tional Council of Churches to recruit volun­
teers and raise funds to help rebuild these 
churches. [See story, p. 7] Earmarked contri­
butions to support church-rebuilding work may 
be sent to AFSC, 150 I Cherry St., Philadel­
phia, PA 19102, telephone (215) 241-7086. 

The International Court of Justice, respond­
ing to a request from the United Nations Gen­
eral Assembly, recently presented its opinion 
on the legality of the use of nuclear weapons 
in war. In the July 8 ruling, the Court con­
cluded in a split decision that: 

. . . the threat or use of nuclear weapons 
would generally be contrary to the rules of 
international" law applicable in armed con­
flict, and in particular the principles and rules 
of humanitarian law; 

However, in view of the current state of 
international law, and of the element offact at 
its disposal, the Court cannot conclude defini-
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tively whether the threat or use of 
nuclear weapons would be law­
ful or unlawful in an extreme 
circumstance of self-defense, in 
which the very survival of a 
State would be at stake. 

The World Court did con­
clude, in a unanimous deci­
sion, that "There exists an ob­
ligation to pursue in good faith 

and bring to a conclusion 
negotiations leading to 
nuclear disarmament in all 
its aspects under strict and 
effective international con­
trol." (From The Friend, 
July 12) 

Following discussions at Norristown (Pa.) 
Meeting on Friends and their reticence re­
garding outreach, one young Friend sug­
gested the following classified advertisement: 
"FOUND! 300-YEAR-OLD RELIGION. 
GOOD AS NEW." (From Norristown (Pa.) 
Meeting's June newsletter) 

The Vietnam War is over-by Executive 
Order. "June 30, 1996, as of midnight thereof, 
is hereby designated as the date of termina­
tion of combat activities in the zone com­
prised of the area described in Executive Or­
der 11216 of April 24, 1965.-William J. 
Clinton, The White House" (From the June 
Friends Committee on National Legislation 
Washington Newsletter) 

7he FRIENDS 
JOURNAL {}Jmpaign 

$1 00,000 Pledge Received 
The FRJENDS JoURNAL Campaign re­

lies on a broad base of support from the 
many people who care about the JouRNAL 
and the role it serves in shaping the future 
of the Religious Society of Friends. The 
board and staff entered the campaign con­
fident of the support we would receive 
from· the broad base of our readership, 
but with little idea as to where (or ifl) the 
large gifts so essential to an $800,000 
campaign would come from. 

As word of the Campaign has spread, 
Friends have come forth with gifts of all 
sizes. We are particularly pleased to re­
port that several conversations early in 
the Campaign led to a $100,000 founda­
tion gift in support of the JouRNAL and its 
work. 

While the financial benefits of such a 
gift are readily apparent, the personal ben­
efits are also worth noting. In the words 
of our editor, "This certainly makes it 
easier to sleep at night!" (Cheers could 
also be heard from various parts of the 
country when the good news was shared 
with members of the Campaign Steering 
Committee!) 

Additional Support 
Received from the 
Shoemaker and Tyson 
Funds 

In May the trustees of the Thomas H. 
and Mary Williams Shoemaker Fund vis­
ited the FRJENDS JouRNAL office and met 
with representatives of the JouRNAL board 
about the needs of the JouRNAL and the 

importance of the Campaign. A very gen­
erous gift of$25,000 followed. 

We are also deeply appreciative to the 
trustees of the Tyson Memorial Fund for 
their gift of $15,000 in support of the 
Campaign. The Tyson Fund, established 
by members of the Tyson family, all birth­
right members of Abington (Pa.) Meet­
ing, has long been known for its support 
of organizations and educational programs 
of benefit to the Religious Society of 
Friends. 

Fall Appeal to Monthly 
Meetings 

As an independent publication that 
relies on financial support from through­
out our Religious Society, a key part of 
the Campaign this fall will be outreach to 
meetings and individuals throughout the 
United States and Canada. Vint Deming 
will be spending a lot of time "on the 
road," contacting our readership around 
the country. 

An important part of the fall Cam­
paign will be an appeal to the 510 Friends 
meetings from New England to Califor­
nia who rely on the JouRNAL as a source 
of nourishment and information. As stated 
by Lee Neff, clerk of the Campaign Steer­
ing Committee and a member of Univer­
sity Meeting in Seattle, Washington: "The 
JoURNAL reaches across our geographical 
boundaries and serves as a voice that 
connects Friends to Friends around the 
world. It is important that all meetings­
regardless of their size or the amount of 
financial commitment they can make-­
support this Campaign." 

27 



FRIENDS 
GENERAL 

CONFERENCE 

Available from 
the FGC 
Bookstore . .. 

A wide selection of 
books and curricula 
for Quakers in North 
America and beyond! 
Our resources are 
geared toward a range 
of ages, and address 
needs of individuals, 
religious educators, and 
Meetings. Call or write 
for consultation or to 
place an order. 

1-800-966-4556 
or 215-561-1700 
FAX: 215"-561-0759 

Write or stop by: 

FGC Bookstore 
1216 Arch Street 
Suite 2B 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Send for a FREE 
1996 Bookstore 
Catalog available 
October 1st! 
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!Bookstore 
NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM FGC 

Worsliip in Song 
1Sb Yl ~riends 91gmna{ 

• Music for All Ages! 
• Over 300 Hymns and Songs! 
• Reflects Friends Diversity and Testimonies! 
• hardcover $20.00 each plus postage (also available in 

softcover spiral for the same price) 

• $18.00 each by the case (12 copies) plus postage 

Quakers on the Move 
A Story Book of Quaker History from 1652 to today 
ILLUS. BY LUCY SIKES 

Follow generations of 10 year old Quaker children on 
adventures in history and service. Sixteen illustrated stories 
with full parent and teacher follow-up ideas, make this a perfect gift as well 
as a flexible teaching volume. 

FGC, 1996, 150 pages, paperback $9.00 

We're Going to ~ 
Meeting for )', 1 \.' t\ 
Worehip ' ~· }.~ ~">!.H.... • j •/~~i 
~ .... .,. l\ 
p;.,.~ ... .., '( 

· J 

We're Going to 
Meeting for Worship 
l:7y Al:11:7y A. Hadley, t:lrawlnge l:7y Diane Et:lwarde La Voy 

A reprint of an old favorite, pictures slightly revised 
to be more inclusive. Ideal pictures and text for young 

children and new readers. Helps children understand meeting for worship. 

FGC, 1996, 32 pages, paperback $5.00 

EDGEofffleNIGHTSKY 
BY TERI PROBASCO, lLLUS. BY MARGARET MURRELL 

A young Quaker child experiences God while helping 
nurture new-born lambs. Poetic text, beautiful, warm 
illustrations. A perfect book to celebrate Easter and Spring. 

FGC Publications, 1995, 32 pages, paperback $10.00 
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Bulletin Board 

•Issues of concern to Friends are being ad­
dressed over the airwaves. In January, Friends 
Committee on National Legislation announced 
a new, collaborative, grassroots initiative to 
support and coordinate advocates who are 
monitoring and participating in local talk ra­
dio, nationwide. FCNL is encouraging its con­
stituents to create local "'Roots on the Ra­
dio!" efforts in their neighborhoods, organi­
zations, and places of worship. The program 
aims to get people talking about issues like 
federal budget priorities, military spending, 
and the arms trade. ' Roots teams "adopt" a 
local radio talk show and plan calls to the 
station during its "open microphone" time, 
when listeners are invited to call in and speak 
on any topic. Radio remains an accessible and 
relatively informal medium-ideally suited 
to open civic dialogue. Each 'Roots team 
commits to three actions: monitor local radio 
stations in order to find programs that encour­
age listeners to call in; coordinate call-in strat­
egies and messages with other team mem­
bers; report on each attempt to get on the 
radio, successful or not, tQ the FCNL office. 
FCNL will supply tips on using talk radio and 
information on current issues. For more infor­
mation on " ' Roots on tile Radio!", contact 
FCNL, 245 Second St., NE, Washington, DC 
20002-5795. (From the June issue of FCNL 
Washington Newsletter) 

•The 1996 International Day of Peace will 
take place on Sept. 17. The day opens at the 
United Nations in New York City with a l 0 
am. ringing of the Peace Bell and a message 
from the UN Secretary-General. At 3 p.m., 
during the opening ceremony of the UN Gen­
eral Assembly, delegates from every Member 
State will stand together in a moment of si­
lence. For years James Bresky, a teacher from 
Wilkes Barre, Pa., has been encouraging lo­
cal communities to commemorate the day 
with their own bell ringings, a moment of 
silence, and other creative observances. He is 
requesting that individuals Jet him know how 
their communities observe the day. Write to 
James J. Bresky, 28 Academy St. #3, Wilkes 
Barre, PA 18702-3802. (From Wilmington 
College's Peace Resource Center Summer 
Newsletter) 

•"Nuclear Abolition 2000" is a conference 
cosponsored by the American Friends Ser­
vice Committee, Sept. 27-28, at the Iliff 
School of Theology in Denver, Colo., to ini­
tiate work for an Abolition 2000 Campaign in 
Colorado. The Abolition 2000 Campaign calls 
on the nuclear powers to enter into negotia­
tions now, and conclude them by the year 
2000, for a nuclear weapons abolition con­
vention that requires the phased elimination 
of all nuclear weapons within a timebound 
framework. For more information, contact 
Tom Rauch at the AFSC Colorado Office, 
1664 Lafayette St., Denver, CO 80218, tele­
phone (303) 832-4789, fax (303) 832-4823. 
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•"Examining the New South Africa" is the 
title of a travel seminar, Oct. 26-Nov. 9, spon­
sored by the Center for Global Education. 
The two-week trip offers the opportunity to 
witness firsthand the potential for, and barri­
ers to, development and reconstruction in a 
country ravaged by decades of apartheid rule. 
The itinerary includes meetings with grass­
roots community organizers, members of 
political parties, government representatives, 
church advocates-, women's groups, and 
people involved in post-election develop­
ment work. For an application or more infor­
mation about this travel seminar, telephone 
(800) 299-8889. For information on future 
seminars to other locations, contact the Cen­
ter for Global Education, Augsburg College, 
2211 Riverside Ave., Minneapolis, MN 
55454, telephone (612) 330-1159, e-mail 
globaled@augsburg.edu; website http:// 
www.augsburg.edu/globaV. (From the July 
issue ofSeeds .. . Sprouts Edition) 

•The third annual "Citizens' Conference to 
Stop Gun Violence" will take place Sept. 27-
28 in Washington, D.C. The conference pro­
vides an opportunity for grassroots activists 
to meet, learn how to organize their commu­
nities effectively, and strategize. The objec­
tives of the Citizens' Conference are to im­
prove communication and coordination and 
to learn practical techniques and strategies to 
reduce gun violence. Seminars will be offered 
for activists at all levels of organizing experi­
ence. For more information, contact Desmond 
Riley at (202) 544-7227 or by e-mail at 
edfund@aol.com. 

Calendar 
SEPTEMBER 

6--8---"Sustainable Leadership: Strengthening our­
selves for the long run," a workshop led by George 
Lakey in Washington, D.C. Cost is on a sliding 
scale from $125 to $285. Contact Training Center 
Workshops, 4719 Springfield Ave., Philadelphia, 
PA 19143, telephone (215) 729-7458, fax 729-
1910, e-mail peaceleam@igc.apc.org. 

20-22-Gordon Browne will guide members and 
attenders in " Quaker Explorations" to consider 
what is central in the faith of Quakers and how that 
shapes spirituality, life experience, witness, and 
meeting faith and practice. Cost for the weekend is 
$90. Contact Woolman Hill, 107 Keets Rd., 
Deerfield, MA 01342, telephone (413) 774-3431. 

27-29-"Pioughing iJ:lto the Peace Testimony," a 
gathering for study and reflection at Carlisle (Pa.) 
Meetinghouse, sponsored by Friends World Com­
mittee for Consultation, Section of the Americas, 
Southeast Region. Program will include Friends 
Peace Teams, Alternatives to Violence Project, 
personal relationships to the peace testimony, vis­
its to local attractions, a coffeehouse, and a stone 
soup banquet. Childcare and a program for young 
Friends will be available. Contact C.J. Swet, South­
east Region Clerk, 7040 Woodville Rd., Mt. Airy, 
MD 21771, telephone (301) 831-7446. 

AN INTRODUCTION 
FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS 

16 issues of Friends Joumal 
for the price of 12-

0nly $25. 
(Ovmtas subscribm add $6 for postagt.) 

IJ I am a new subscriber. Please sign me up 
for 16 issues for the price of 12. 

IJChtck mclostd IJBiU me 

Name: ___________ _ 

Address: __________ _ 

Phone: __________ _ 

&turn to: 
Friends Journal, 1501 Cherry Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19102-1497 
Phone: (215) 241-7115 Fax: (215) 568-1377 

FRIENDS 
SELECf 
SCHOOL 

' . 

Small classes, strong 
academics in a 
supportive, caring 
environment 
emphasizing Quaker 
values. 

• Pre-K thru 12th 
Day School e 

• After School Program 

n u 

• Summer Day Camp 

17th & the Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 
(215) 561-5900 

Help FCNL bring 
tolerance and dialogue 

back to the public 
policy arena. 

Ask us about a new study program that brings 
people together for informed conversation on 
issues affecting us all. 

Call lOl-547-6000 
Ask us about EPicenten 

Friends Committee on National Lqpslation 
24S Second St, NE, WuJUnalon, OC 20002 

Display Ad Deadlines 
Reservations are required for display ads 
in F RIENDS j OURNAL. 

November issue: Reserve space by Sept. 
2. Ads must be received by Sept. 9. 

December issue: Reserve space by Oct. 
7. Ads must be received by Oct. 14. 

Ad rate is $28 per column inch. 

Call(215) 241-7279 
with your reservation 
or questions. 

FRIENDS 
JOURNAL 
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n~ I ~~,r"i~~ 
• Quality care in the Quaker tradition. 

• 42 apartments for independent liv­
ing, 60 private personal care rooms, 
120 nursing home beds. 

• Peace of mind. Supportive medical 
and social services throughout your 
stay. 

• An active lifestyle in a beautiful. 
graceful sening. 

• Meals, housekeeping, transporta­
tion, cultural and social activities. 

• A history of caring since 1904. 

Stapeley In Germantown 
6300 Greene Street 

Philadelphia. PA 19144 

Call Carol Nemeroff 
Admissions Director 

(215)844--0700 

Coming to D.C.? 
Stay with Friends on Capitol Hill 

WILLIAM PENN HOUSE 
515 East Capitol St. SE 
Washington, DC 20003 

Individuals, Families and Groups 
$25 to $40 

Seminars on Current Issues 
for Schools, Colleges, and Meetings 

(202)543-5560 
dirpennhouse@igc.apc.org 
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Friends' 
C E N T R A L 

For over 150 years ... 
• Excellence in academics 
• Respect for the individual 
• Community service 
• A diverse student body 
• Outstanding college 

placement 

Friends' Central School 
( 61 0) 649-7440 ext. 208 

Books 

This We Can Say: Talking 
Honestly About Sex 
By David Blamires, Loraine Brown, June 
Ellis, Colin Hunter, Christine Knott, Neil 
Pickering, Elisabeth Salisbury, Chris 
Skidmore, and Zoe White. Nine Friends 
Press, Reading, UK, 1995. 96 pages. £6/ 
paperback; £6.50 including postage from 
Nine Friends Press, P.O. Box 2165, 
Reading RG6 71'4 UK. 

Good writing, said Kafka, is "an ice-axe, 
to break. the frozen seas within us." To me, 
this exactly describes the power of this slim 
book. 

Written by nine British Friends, it is dedi­
cated to the memory of a tenth member of 
their group, the Quaker doctor Gordon 
Macphail, who died of AIDS halfway through 
the process that led to the book's creation. 
Meeting over the span offive years, the group 
was funded by the Literature Committee of 
Quaker Home Service, who originally in­
tended that they might produce a modem 
version of the pioneering 1963 book Towards 
a Quaker View of Sex. Group members came 
from many different sexual orientations and 
lifestyles: heterosexual, bi.sexual, gay; single, 
separated, divorced, married. They based their 
meetings on creative listening techniques, and 
the book they ended up with was based on 
their own voices speaking their own experi­
ence. Literature Committee felt unable to en­
dorse the book as an official "Quaker state­
ment," so it has been privately published. 

As one reads, it is like the deepest, most 
wonderful conversation unfolding. The au­
thors speak from the heart and reach the heart 
of the reader. Their words unlock the unspo­
ken and give language and context to experi­
ences that may be amongst the most impor­
tant of our lives, but are often the least explored 
and shared. As one group member put it: 

I've also felt the gift and relief of hearing others' 
stories. The fact of our differences has not been 
significant, it's the honesty and humanness that 
has been important, and being able to locate and 
connect these feelings in myself. It's good to be 
released from isolation, to release my experience 
and put it in a larger human arena of experience 
and consciousness. 

It is an intensely readable book, which 
teenagers might be particularly grateful to 
discover (although, as the authors point out, 
''you can be shy, lonely, »>d frightened at SO 
as well as I 5"). 

Here we find testimonies to many differ­
ent truths, from the blessings of growing old 
together and the dear familiarity of the sleep­
ing face of a lifelong partner, to the memory 
of the shock of being sexually abused, or the 
bolt of thrilling sexual electricity that can pass 
from one person to another, a moment that 
can resonate for a lifetime. I laughed aloud at 
one account of masturbation (with its ''plea-

sure ... mixed with fear and guilf'): "'Never 
again!' I wrote in my Letts diary, in a futile 
attempt to convince myself that it was pos­
sible to reform." "As for masturbation," wrote 
another, "my confession is that I'd probably 
rather read a good book." And another: "Per­
haps here is the place to admit something I 
have never dared to admit in the five years we 
have been together because I have felt so 
ashamed about it. I still fear that you will 
despise me and think me odd. I have never 
masturbated. That took a great deal of cour-
age to type." . 

Apart from introductory and concludmg 
chapters, the book is made up of extracts from 
writings the group sent each other between 
meetings, sometimes on a pre-agreed theme. 
Although anonymous, each extract is "owned" 
by the whole group: "So, this is our final act of 
faith as a group: though each piece was writ­
ten by one person only among the ten of us, 
we all own everything that is said here, and 
have joined together to publish it." The group 
did not flinch from exploring feelings of suf­
fering and failure, as well as joy and whole­
ness. I love this account of the menopause: 

Whatever happened to the menopause? I missed 
the menopause-or maybe it missed me. I was so 
busy living that it just passed me by .... I looked 
back and thought of one occasion when I might 
have had a hot flash, but then the room was warm 
and there was that sudden mutual attraction be­
tween a male colleague and myself as our eyes met 
across the table .... 

Some moments are extraordinarily mov­
ing, like the agonized exploration of this ques­
tion: "How can someone who professes to be 
a pacifist ... find pleasure in giving someone 
else pain?" The conclusion he discovers is 
that perhaps this passion, which induces such 
shame, is given to him, or indeed to the reader: 

... to remind you ... that you are only human, and 
that humanity has its unsafe districts, its places to 
avoid, that could do with cleaning up. Perhaps she 
(that passion] is why you joined Friends, perhaps 
she is why you are gentle, why you try so hard to be 
kind, to care. Not in horrified reaction to her, but in 
the light of her existence. 

This We Can Say is true to the complexi­
ties of human experience. It is a wonderful 
book. 

-Jane Serraillier Grossfeld 
(Reprinted from The Friends' Quarterly, 

July 1995) 

Jane Se"aillier Grossfeld is a member of 
Reading (UK) Meeting. 

Correction for "Resources" in the May 
issue: Chickamauga and the Underground 
Railroad: A Tale ofTwo Grandfathers is avail­
able from the author for a donation to FUM, 
AFSC, or FCNL. Contact James 0. Bond, 
17305 Quaker Lane, Sandy Spring, MD 
20860. 
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Milestones 

Births/ Adoptions 
Fleming-Daniel Theodore Buckingham 
Fleming, on May 2, to Robin Buckingham and 
Douglas Fleming, members of Fresh Pond 
(Mass.) Meeting and attenders of Atlanta (Ga) 
Meeting. 

GiUock--Sarah Clemencia Gillock, on April 24, 
to Chris and Consuelo Gillock, of Evanston (Ill.) 
Meeting. 

Given-Gabriel Scott Given, on March 6, to 
Barbara Scott and Mac Given, of Media (Pa) 
Meeting. 

Kane-Sarah Aislinn Kane, on April 27, to 
Dorothy Cary and Philip Kane. Dorothy is a 
member of Germantown (Pa.) Meeting. 

Roos-Madeline Louise Roos, on March 23, to 
Amy and Peter Roos. Amy is a member of 
Somerset Hills (N.J.) Meeting. 

Marriages/Unions 
Cannon-Courant-David Andrew Courant and 
Kathryn Lee Cannon, on June 15, under the care 
of Swarthmore (Pa.) Meeting. 

Fritz-Baker-Kevin Baker and Melissa Fritz, on 
May 4, at and under the care of Winston-Salem 
(N.C.) Meeting. 

Hutchins-Steinberg-Dylan Joshua Steinberg 
and Amy Ayer Hutchins, on June 22, at and 
under the care of Swarthmore (Pa.) Meeting. 

Lee-Fatui--John Fatula and Audrey Lee, on 
May 18, under the care of Central Philadelphia 
(Pa.) Meeting. 

Mickevicb-Cullinan-Katharine Cullinan and 
Janet Mickevich, on March 17, under the care of 
Cambridge (Mass.) Meeting. 

Deaths 
Beer-Winifred Cadbury Beer, 69, on May 4, of 
cancer, at Kendal retirement community in Kennett 
Square, Pa. Born in Cambridge, Mass., the young­
est child of Henry J. and Lydia Brown Cadbury, 
Winnie was nurtured in a thoroughly Quaker envi­
ronment. She spent her summers in the Adirondack 
Mountains at Back Log Camp, which was operated 
by her family and frequented mostly by Quaker 
families. She was a graduate of Westtown School 
and Bryn Mawr College, where she majored in 
English. A voracious reader, she worked as an 
editor and as a curator of manuscripts at Harvard 
University's Houghton Library. Following her 
marriage to Martin Beer in 1951, Winnie worked 
at the Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, 
D.C. Two years later the couple moved to 
Haddonfield, N.J., and began a family. Winnie 
later earned a master's degree in library science 
from Drexel University in Philadelphia. After her 
four daughters were grown, she worked as a librar­
ian at Marlton, N.J., Middle School from 1976 
until retirement in 1992. For 29 years, she and her 
husband led bicycle tours through Europe, first 
with teenagers, and later with adults. As a member 
ofHaddonfield(N.J.) Meeting for43 years, Winnie 
devoted much of her energy to Quaker concerns. 
She served on virtually all posts and committees of 
Haddonfield Meeting; helped to found the South 
Jersey Peace Center and an organization providing 
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Newtown, PA 18940 

Founded in 1893 by the Society of Friends, George School is a co­
educational boarding and day school for students in grades 9-12. 

The college preparatory curriculum emphasizes Friends values and includes: 
• Courses on 4levels of challenge • International Baccalaureate (18) 
• Advanced Placement (AP) • International workcamps 
• English as a Second Language (ESL) • Required community service 
• Foreign study • Required full-year courses in the arts 
• 13 interscholastic sports for boys and girls 

For more information, please contact the Admissions Office: 215/579-6547. 

Civilian Public Service Reconsidered: 
An ((Extraordinary Paradox" 

A Conference at Pendle Hill 

Civilian Public Service was a strange 
marriage between the historic peace 
church agencies and the federal 
government. I t was also a "laboratory 
of conscience." 

• What is the legacy of CPS given 
this paradox? 

• Can CPS be considered. a success? 

• What lessons can we learn about 
conscientious objection and faith­
based service that can reinvigorate 
our witness today? 

All are welcome as we consider these 
questions. 

November4-7 

SwA.aTHMOU. P&AC& Cot.I.ICTION 

~ pEND L E HILL A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND COI"f"TEE'J\\UTION 

• 338 Plush Mill Road • Wallingford, PA 19086 • (6xo) 566-4507 or (8oo) 742-3150 
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DELAWARE VALLEY 
FRIENDS ScHOOL 

Morris & Montgomery Avenues 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

For Students with 
Learning Differences 
College preparatory, Grades 7-12 

Summer School 

Come to an Open House 
(610) 526-95~5 for info & video, 

"Learning with a Difference" 

Guilford 
College 

1996 
Distinguished 

Quaker Visitors, 

Admission Office 
5800 West Friendly Avenue 

Greensboro, NC 27410 

Peter Bien 
October 7-9 
Francis Hole 
October 28-
November 1 

910-316-2100 
FAX 910-316-2954 

http://www.guilford.edu 

G 
F 
s 

Quaker Edutadon 
Since 1837 

Germantown Friends School 
(215) 951-2346 

Please come to our Open Houses: 
•Saturday, Oct. 26, 2-4 p.m. 
•Monday, Nov. 11 , 8:30a.m. 
•Friday, April4, 8:30a.m. 

DISCOVER QUAKER PHILADELPHIA 
Two-hour walking tours of William Penn's 
original city of brotherly love, in honor of 
Penn's 350th birthday. 
Send a SASE for schedule to: QUAKER 
TOURS, Box 1632, Media, PA 19063. 

Independent LMng and Personal Care 
ConYenient to shops, busi1esses, 

and rulturol opporrunities 
Reasonable • Not-for-Profit 

Founded and operated by Quakers 

9 .COO North Walnut Street 
West Chester, PA 19380 (61 0) 696-1536 
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affordable housing for minorities; 
served on many Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting committees, in­
cluding the committee in charge 
of Westtown School; and was 
clerk of Representative Meeting. 
In the summer of 1957, she and 
her husband directed "Interns in 
Industry," an American Friends 
Service Committee project for college 
students. Winnie was valued for her keen insight 
into group and personal dynamics and was sought 
after for advice by committees and individuals, 
both Friends and friends. She approached every­
one with intelligence, sympathy, humor, and a 
straightforward, endearing manner. Winnie is sur­
vived by her husband, Martin; four daughters, 
Michelle B. Caughey, Carol B. Benson, Janet B. 
Garrett, and Christine B. Braun; 12 grandchildren; 
a sister, Elizabeth C. Musgrave; and two brothers, 
Christopher J. Cadbury and Warder H. Cadbury. 

Compter-Herman E. Compter, 90, on Jan. 29, in 
Amherst, N.Y. Born in New York City, Herman 
graduated from Haverford College in Pennsylva­
nia in 1927 and earned a law degree at Cornell 
University in Ithaca, N.Y. In 1930 he married 
Frances Smith, whom he met at Cornell. The couple 
settled in New York City, where Herman worked 
in corporate Jaw as a litigator until retirement in 
1984. The Compters moved to White Plains, N.Y., 
in 1941 and joined Purchase (N.Y.) Meeting. Gas 
rationing during World War II made driving to 
meeting difficult, so they and other local Friends 
formed a worship group that became Scarsdale 
(N.Y.) Meeting, to which the Compters transferred 
their membership in 1946. Herman served as that 
meeting's legal advisor for many years. He also 
served several terms as a member of the board of 
trustees for Oakwood School. When his wife, who 
had served as clerk of both Scarsdale Meeting and 
New York Yearly Meeting, died in 1970, Herman 
established the Frances Compter Fund to help young 
Scarsdale Friends attend Quaker gatherings. 
Herman played an important role in New York 
Yearly Meeting during the 1950s. Minutes from 
committees on which he served provided the basis 
for the story of the 1955 reunification of the two 
New York Yearly Meetings, which had been sepa­
rate since 1828, as told in Quaker Crosscurrents, a 
book commemorating NYYM's tricentennial in 
1995. In 1953 Herman chaired the committee that 
submitted a 16-point plan of action (mostly his 
creation) for reunification that was "joyously" a~ 
cepted at the 1955 joint yearly meeting. Herman 
then chaired the committee that produced a new 
New York Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice, which 
was approved in its entirety in 1968. In this pro­
cess, his leadership, to which he brought his talents 
as a lawyer and organizer, was significant. At 
Scarsdale Meeting too he was a clear-eyed leader 
who provided wit and a steadying hand. Herman is 
survived by two daughters, Ann Burrows and Mary 
Jane Lasher; a son, Peter Compter; four grandchil­
dren, Jean and Bill Werner and Steven and 
Christopher Lasher; and a great-grandchild. 

. Hewitt-Polo/ (Mary) Oakley Hewitt, 88, on Jan. 
17, in Palo Alto, Calif. Born in Trenton, N.J., she 
.was a lifelong member of Trenton (N.J.) Meeting, 
where she served as a First-day school teacher. She 
attended Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania and 
Finch College in New York City. She was a mem­
ber of the Junior League of Trenton, the Trenton 

Garden Club, and the National 
Society of Colonial Dames, and 
she served on the boards ofMer­
cer Medical Center, the Family 
Service Association, and the 
New Jersey State Museum. 

Through the later half of her life, 
she Jived in the Western U.S. When 

her husband, Joseph Ramsey Hewitt, 
died in 1981, she moved to Palo Alto, 

Calif., where she helped found a Friends worship 
group. She is survived by a son, Oakley Hewitt; a 
daughter, Elizabeth Hewitt Thayer; five grandchil­
dren; and two great-grandchildren. 

Malin-Caroline Cooper Biddle Malin, 90, on 
April 20, of respiratory failure, at Medford Leas, 
N.J., retirement community. Born in Mt. Vernon, 
N.Y., Caroline graduated from Swarthmore Col­
lege in 1928. She became a member ofSwarthmore 
(Pa.) Meeting while attending Swarthmore Col­
lege and remained a member of that meeting for 
the rest of her life. As she and her husband, Patrick 
Murphy Malin, relocated, Caroline attended Friends 
Meeting ofWashington (D.C.), Oxford (UK) Meet­
ing, Fifteenth Street (N.Y.) Meeting, Scarsdale 
(N.Y.) Meeting, and Medford Leas (N.J.) Worship 
Group. Caroline is survived by three sons, Robert 
Abernethy Malin, Clement Biddle Malin, and 
Randall Malin; six grandchildren; one great-grand­
son; a sister, Grace Biddle (Schembs) Coppock; 
and many nieces, nephews, grandnieces, and grand­
nephews. 

Patrick- AraBelle lone Mott Patrick, 95, on No­
vember 10, 1995. Born in Hastings, Nebr., the 
daughter of a Quaker minister, AraBelle grew up 
in several Nebraska communities before moving 
to Scott City, Kans., in 1908. She taught in a small 
school before attending Colorado College and Ne­
braska Central College. Over the next decade she 
taught and did social work in Pennsylvania with 
the House ofl'ndustry, a program administered by 
the American Friends Service Committee. She then 
took a teaching job in the coal fields of eastern 
Kentucky. AraBelle married Ira Patrick in 1934 
and moved to Fruita, Colo., where she taught high 
school English and worked in the school library 
until retirement. After Ira died in 1966, she ac­
cepted a year-long assignment as headmistress of a 
girls school in Kenya. She volunteered for two 
winters at Quaker Hill in Richmond, Ind., and was 
an assistant staff person at Minneapolis (Minn.) 
Meeting during another winter. She also Jived at 
Friends House in Central City, Nebr., where she 
was a member of Central City Meeting. AraBelle 
spent her summers at Rockcleft, a camp and retreat 
center for Friends in Colorado that she and her 
siblings established in honor of the dream of her 
parents. ln 1990 she moved to a nursing home near 
Culpepper, Va., to be near her son. AraBelle brought 
joy and a contagious sense of wonder wherever 
she went. She had a great Jove of reading and fine 
poetry, and she had a wonderful sense of humor. 
She was preceded in death by her husband, Ira. 
AraBelle is survived by her son, Kent Patrick; a 
brother, Horace Mott; a sister, June Webb; and 
many nieces, nephews, and friends . 

Pidcoc:k- Frank Raymond Pidcock, 81, on Dec. 
24, 1995, in the Medford Leas, N.J., Health Care 
Center. Frank was born in Trenton, N.J., and re­
sided in Flemington, N.J., for 31 years before 
moving to Medford Leas in 1990. He was a life­
long member of Trenton (N.J.) Meeting, where he 
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served Overseers, the budget and property com­
mittees, and as a representative on Burlington Quar­
ter Steering Committee. Frank also served on the 
board of Mercer Street Friends Center and as trea­
surer of Burlington Quarterly Meeting. He was 
selfless in the discharge of his many duties. He 
worked for Standard Vacuum Oil Company until 
1960 and later was a bank vice president until 
retirement. Frank was preceded in death by his 
first wife, Catherine Skillman Pidcock, in 1976, 
and his second wife, Elizabeth Toth Pidcock, in 
1990. He is survived by a daughter, Catherine 
Thomas; two sons, Frank Stacy Pidcock and 
Sherwood Clark Pidcock; five grandchildren; and 
two brothers, Gerald Pidcock and ClarkS. Pidcock. 

White-Catherine Louise White, 86, in Sun City, 
Ariz. Catherine (Kay) was born in Hillsboro, Tex., 
and grew up in Arizona. After graduating from the 
University of California, she worked as a medical 
social worker and, later, as an elementary school 
teacher in California. She was a member of Orange 
Grove (Calif.) Meeting before moving to Sun City, 
Ariz., and joining Phoenix (Ariz.) Meeting. The 
first meeting of the Sun Cities Worship Group was 
held in her home. Kay was preceded in death by a 
son, Lou White. 

Classified 
For Information call (215) 241-7279. 
55¢ per word. Minimum charge is $11. 
Add 10% if boxed. 10% discount for three 
consecutive insertions, 25% for six. 
Appearance of any advertisement does not 
imply endorsement by Friends Journal. 

Classified Ad Deadlines: 
November issue: September 9 
December issue: October 14 

Submit your ad to: 

Advertising Manager, Friends Journal 
1501 Cherry Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102-1497 
Fax: (215)568o1377 

Accommodations 
Pittsburgh-Affordable, comfortable third floor (walk up) 
bedrooms with shared bath for visiting Friends. Single or 
double occupancy. Short to medium term. Kitchen avail­
able. Convenient to universities, shops. hospitals, and 
cultural attractions. Send inquiries with introductory letter 
from Clerk to: House Manager, Friends Meetinghouse, 
4836 Ellsworth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213. (412) 683-
2669. 

Share beautifully restored house in Powelton Village, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; 3D-minute walk to Friends Center; close 
to Amtrak, Art Museum, and Penn; $225/month + utilities; 
short or long term; call John (215) 222-1253. 

Comfortable Seattle Accommodations, University Meet­
ing. Private bedroom, shared bathroom with shower, 
short walking distance to restaurants. Easy access to 
public transportation. Donations accepted. Reservations, 
(206) 632-9839. 

An oasis of calm In the heart of London? Yes, at the 
Quaker International Centre, where short-, medium-, and 
longer-term accommodation is available as well as con­
ference facilities. Excellent homemade food. For further 
information contact telephone: (0171) 387-5648, fax: 
(0171 ) 383-3722, or write to: 1 Byng Place, London 
WC1E7JH. 

Washington, D.C., sojourners welcome in Friends' home 
in pleasant suburbs nearby. By day, week, or month. For 
details call (301) 27Q-5258. 

NY~reenwlch VIllage Accommodation. Walk to 15th 
Street Meeting. One-four people; children welcome. (Two 
cats in house.) Reservations: (212) 924-6520. 

Hawaii-Island of Kaual. Cozy housekeeping cottages. 
Peace, palms, privacy. $80/nightly. 147 Royal Drive, 
Kapaa, Hl96746. (808) 822-2321. 

Chicago-Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends meetinghouse. Short- or long-term. Contact: 
Assistant Director, Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn 
Avenue, Chicago, IL 60637. (312) 288-3066, mariew@ 
miso.wwa.com. 

Quaker House, Managua, Nicaragua. Simple hospitality; 
shared kitchen. Reservations: 011-505-2-663216 (Span­
ish) or 011-505-2-660984 (English). 

Coming to London? Friendly B&B just a block from the 
British Museum and very close to London University. A 
central location for all tourist activities. Ideal for persons 
traveling alone. Direct subway and bus links with Heathrow 
Airport. The Penn Club, 21 Bedford Place, London WC1 B 
5JJ. Telephone: (0171) 636-4718. Fax: (0171) 636-5516. 

Send FRIENDS joURNAL to school. 
FRIENDS jOURNAL is designed to nourish the mind as well 

as the soul with anides on social and political concerns, 
spiritual journeys, and Friends news. Students will 

appreciate the jOURNAL as a way to keep in touch with 
these and other aspects of the community of Friends. 

You can help continue a young person's connection with 

his or her community with a special school-year 

subscription to FRIENDS JoURNAL. Student subscriptions 
last for eight issues and are offered at the special rate of 

$14. Orders should be received by September 17 to 

insure receipt of the October issue. 

I'd like to send FRIENDS JouRNAL to a student away at school. Enclosed is $14. 

Smdt~------------------------------ G~fom: ________________________ __ 

Addr~s ________________________________ __ Address-------------- ---
Ciry~~w!Zp ________________________ _ 

F Rl ENDS 
1501 Cherry Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102-1497 

JouRNAL (215) 241-7115 
Fax: (215) 568-1377 
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Looking for a creative living alternative in New York 
City? Penington Friends House may be the place for you! 
We are looking for people of all ages who want to make a 
serious commitment to a community lifestyle based on 
Quaker principles. For information call (212) 673-1730. 
We also have overnight accommodations. 

Audio-Visual 
Wise Women VIdeos With Discussion Guides 

Celebration Of Age-Multicultural, inspirational crones 
create wise women ceremonies using music, dance, heri­
tage, the bond between mother/daughter, older/younger 
women. 38 min. $28. 
Grandmothers Speak: Healing The Earth-interviews 
elder women seeking to make a difference in the world. 
Uplifting. Thought provoking. 38 min. $28. 
Architects Of Change: Two Grandmothers-shows the 
homes of off-the-grid grandmothers who share their phi­
losophy and the benefits of straw bale and earth dome 
construction. $28. 
Postage included. Send to: ConText, 5525 N. Via Entrada, 
Tucson, AZ 85718. (520) 299-2404. 

• 

WHO ARE QUAKERS? by Claire 
Simon: Describes Friends' worship, 
ministry, and decision-making. Excel­
lent tool for outreach and education. 
$26.50 (appr. 27 mins.). 

Also available: CRONES: Interviews with Elder Quaker 
Womer.-Ciaire Simon's lirst program. Quaker women 
speak unselfconsciously about their lives, being Quaker 
women, and their feelings about aging and death. Re­
duced to $15 (appr. 20 mins.). 
Please add $3 lor postage with your order and allow three 
weeks for delivery. Quaker Video, P.O. Box 292, 
Maplewood, NJ 07040. 

Books and Publications 
Worship In Song: A Friends Hymns/, 335 songs, his­
torical notes, indexes, durable hardcover, available early 
September. $20/copy (U.S. funds) plus shipping/han­
dling. Softcover spiral copies at same price. Call for 
quantity rates. Order FGC Bookstore, 1216 Arch Street, 
2B Philadelphia PA 19107 or call (800) 966-4556 . lml Bookstore. Serving Friends and seekers 

worldwide with Quaker-felated books and 
curricula for all ages. Materials to meet needs 

and interests of individuals, religious educators, and 
spiritual commun~ies. Free catalog of over 500 titles. 
Religious education consu~ation. Call, wr~e. or visit: 
Friends General Conference Bookstore, 1216 Arch Street, 
2B, Philadelphia. PA 19107, M-F 9 am.--4:30 p.m. EST, 
(800) 966-4556. 

Quaker Books. Rare and out-ofi)lint, journals, memori-
als, histories, inspirational. Send for free catalog or specific 
wants. Vintage Books, 181 Hayden Rowe St., Hopkinton, 
MA01748. 

Books-Quaker sp iritual classics, history, biography, 
and current Quaker experience, published by Friends 
United Press, 101-A Quaker Hill Dr., Richmond, IN 47374. 
Write for free catalog. 

For Sale 

i 
Marketplace available to you! Special Quaker 
~ems, commemorative plates, coffee mugs, 
T -shirts, wood products, Quaker dolls, and 
more. Write for New Free Brochure. Quaker 
Heritage Showcase, 10711 N. K~tinny Ave., 
Tucson, AZ 85737. 

Opportunities 
Stop the VIolence! Alternatives to VIolence Project of 
N.J. seeks volunteers to facilitate workshops in prisons, 
schools, and the community in northern and southern 
N.J. Fast-track training available. Write or call A. Thorp, 
8 Wiltsire Court, Medford, NJ 08055. Telephone: (609) 
953-7647. E-mail: ABTHORP@aol.com. 

Alternative Communities across America welcome visi­
tors/potential members. Uve in the country with others 
who value equality, ecology, and nonviolence. For our 
booklet, write: Federation of Egalitarian Communities, 
Tekiah, Route 1, Box 35 (FJ6), Check, VA 24072. Free 
($3 appreciated). 
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Mexico City Volunteer Opportunities: Service-learning 
seminars and internships. Casa de los Amigos, Ignacio 
Mariscal132, Mexico 06030 D.F. 

Friends Catholic Community Church. Combining the 
manner of governance, quiet waiting upon God, and 
spiritual freedom of Friends ~ the sacramental and 
liturgical heritage of Catholicism. For more details: P .0. 
Box 333, Uncolndale, NY 1054CHJ333. 

Upcoming Conferences At Pendle Hill 
Gathering fOI" Quakers of catholic Heritage, Joe lzzo, 
Sept. H. 
Money and Spirituality, Janet Minshall, Sept. H. 
Centering Prayer, Chris Ravndal, Sept. 13-15. 
St. Francis and the Foolishness of God: A Silent 
Retreat, Nancy Fromme~. Oct. 11-13. 
Mysticism Among Friends Today, Marty Grundy, Bill 
Taber, and others, Oct. 25--27. 
Cering for One Another (for ministry and oversight 
members), Betty Polster, David and Margaret Gray, 
Nov. 8-10 . 
New Year's Celebration, mu~iple workshops with Mary 
Rose O'Reilley, Louise Brill, and Elizabeth McClung, 
Dec. 29-Jan. 1. 
Contact: Registrar, Pendle Hill, Box F, 338 Plush ·Mill 
Road, Wallingtord, PA 1908&6099. (610) 566-4507 or 
(800) 7 42-3150. 

Travel-Study for the Socially Concerned 
Join Quaker educator, Robert Hinshaw, on anthropology-
focused tours to Nova Scotia (September), Nicaragua 
(October), Guatemala (February and April), and Peruvian 
Amazon and highlands (August). Write or call Hinshaw 
Tours: 2696 W. 160 Terrace, Stilwell, KS 66085. Tete-
phone: (913) 685-2808. 

Consider a Costa Rican Study Tour January 30 to 
February 10, 1997, with an optional five-day extension to 
Nicaragua. Write Roy Joe and Ruth Stuckey. 1182 Horn­
beam Road, Sabina, OH 45169, or call Lori Musselman, 
telephone: (513) 382-2869. 

Consider Investing In affordable retirement property in 
the southern Arizona high desert. We envision a support­
ive community of friends (Friends) enjoying one another 
and the spacious, dry climate near an established Friends 
meeting. To be part of the planning process, or merely to 
gain more information, write Roy Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 
1182 Hornbeam Road, Sabina, OH 45169. 

Quaker House Intentional community seeks residents. 
Share living and meal arrangements in historic Friends 
meetinghouse. Common interests in spirituality, peace, 
and social concerns. One- or two-year terms. Directors, 
Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago, IL 
60637. (312) 288-3066, mariew@miso.wwa.com. 

Performing Arts & Music 
Songs that build community. Free catalog of songbooks/ 
recordings. Kids' music, environmental songs, Pete 
Seeger, group singing resources. 50% discounts on Rise 
Up Singing by carton. Annie & Peter Blood-Patterson, 22 
Tanguy Road, Glen Mills, PA 19342. (610) 399-Q684. 

Personals 
Single Booklovers, a national group, has been gelling 
unattached booklovers together since 1970. Please write 
Box 117, Gradyville, PA 19039, or call (610) 358-5049. 

Concerned UingkQ 
Concerned Singles Newsletter links compatible, so­
dally conscious singles who care about peace, social 
justice, dvil rights, gender equtty, and the environment. 
Nationwide. All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: Box 444-
FJ, Lenox Dale, MA 01242, or (41 3) 445-6309. 

Positions Vacant 
Loving Au Pair to help with our exuberant two-year-old, 
ian. Arrangements negotiable. Annie & Peter Blood­
Patterson, 22 Tanguy, Glen Mi lls, PA 19342. (610) 
399-6764. 

Beacon Hill Friends House, Quaker center and residen­
tial community, seeks Director. Desire to live in diverse 
community of 19 interested in spiritual growth and social 
concerns and commitment to Quaker faith and practice 
essential. Oversee programs for residents and area 
Friends, supervise kitchen manager, manage guest 
rooms, and administer finances and daily operations. 
Salary, housing, benefits. Inquiries: BHFH, 6 Chestnut 
Street, Boston, MA 02108, (617) 227-9118. 

Friends General Conference seeks office support staff 
for Development Program and Annual Gathering. Data 
entry and computer skills helpful. One full-time and one 
part-time position, beginning October or November. Re­
sumes to FGC, 1216 Arch Street, 2B, Philadelphia, PA 
19107. (215) 561 -1700. 

Enjoy rent-free living! The Caretaker Gazette publ ishes 
80+ property caretaking jobs each issue, worldwide. $24/ 
year. 1845 Deane-FA, Pullman, WA 99163-3509. (509) 
332-o806. 

Service community, lnnlsfree VIllage. Volunteers live 
and work with adults with mental disabilities on a farm in 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. Must be 21, able to stay one 
year. Receive room, board, medical benefits, and $160/ 
month. Recruiting, lnnisfree, Ate. 2, Box 506, Crozet, VA 
22932. 

Real Estate 
Wanted: MOI"e Families with Young Children 

Join a cooperative, intergenerational neighbOI"hood with 
24 townhomes and central community building. Oplional 
shared meals, safe play areas, gardens, playmates and 
caring adu~s nearby. A few homes lett for sale, 3-5 
bedrooms, $128,000 and up. Four wooded acres in 
town, radiant floor heating, fiber optics. Construction '96. 
Westwood CoHousing Commun~y. P.O. Box 16116, 
Asheville, NC 28816 (704) 232-1110. http:// 
www.automatrix.com/baklwestwood.html 

Rentals & Retreats 
Coast of Maine: One or two Friends to share a Barn­
Residence throughout the coming winter with a relatively 
lively elder lady. Write immediately: Ms. Chouteau Chapin, 
A.A. 3, Box 832A, Woolwich, ME 04579 or telephone 
soon alter Labor Day: (207) 443-2100. 

Pocono Manor. Beautiful, rustic mountain house suit­
able for gatherings, retreats, and reunions. Seven 
bedrooms. Three full baths. Beds for 15. Fully equipped. 
Deck with mountain view. Hiking trails from back door. 
Weekends, or by the week, May through October. Con­
tact Jonathan Snipes: (215) 736-1856. 

A Friendly Maul vacation on a Quaker family organic 
farm. 20 minutes to local beaches. New stone and cedar 
building with large octagonal room, skylight, ocean view, 
walk-in closet, and private bath. Full kitchen, organic 
vegetable garden, and hot tub. Bed and breakfast or bed 
and supper: $70 per day. Weekly and monthly rates 
available. Write or call Henrietta & Wm. V~arelli, 375 
Kawelo Road, Haiku, HI 96708. Telephone: (808) 572-
9205. Fax: 572-6048. 

Quaker-based, rural, desert community invites indi­
viduals, families, or small groups. We rent homes to 
prospective community members and space for modest 
retreats. Write Satya, Friends Southwest Center, McNeal, 
AZ 85617. 

Bald Head Island, N.C. Panoramic view of ocean, dunes, 
lagoon, and golf course from four-bedroom, two-bath­
room, beautifully furnished house with wrap-around deck, 
two electric golf carts. 14 miles of beach, championship 
golf, tennis, croquet, swimming, and fishing. 13,000 acres 
of maritime wilderness. Many birds and wildflowers. No 
cars on island. Peaceful, friendly. Rental by day or week. 
(215) 699-9186. 

Retirement Living 
Foxdale VIllage, a Quaker life-care community. 
Thoughtfully designed cottages complemented by attrac­
tive dining facilities, auditorium, library, and full medical 
protection. Setting is a wonderful combination of rural 
and university environment. Entry fees from 
$40,000--$140,000; monthly fees from $1,164--$2,354. 
500 East Marylyn Avenue, Department F, State College, 
PA 18801. Telephone: (800) 253-4951. 
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SERVICES FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

All Kendal communities and services reflect our sound 
Quaker management, adherence to Friendly values, and 
respect for each individual. Full service continuing care 
retirement communities: 
Kendal at Longwood; Crosslands • Kennett Square, 
Pa. 

Kendal at Hanover • Hanover, N.H. 

Kendal at Oberlin • Oberlin, Ohio 
Kendal at Ithaca· Ithaca, N.Y. 

Independent living with residential services and access 
to health care: 
Conlston and Certmel • Kennett Square, Pa. 
Individualized skilled nursing care, respite care, 
Alzheimer's care, and personal care residences: 
Barclay Friends • West Chester, Pa. 

For information call or wr~e: Doris Lambert, The Kendal 
Corporation, P.O. Box 100, Kennett Square, PA 19348. 
(610) 388-5581. 

FRIENDS HOMES 
West 

Friends Homes West, the new continuing care retire­
ment community in Greensboro, North Carolina, is now 
open. Friends Homes West is owned by Friends Homes, 
Inc., specialists in retirement living since 1968. Friends 
Homes West includes 171 apartments for independent 
living and on-site health care services in the 28 private 
rooms of the Assisted Living Unit or the 40 private rooms 
of the Skilled Care Nursing Unit. Enjoy a beautiful com­
munity in a location with temperate winters and changing 
seasons. For more information, please call (910) 292-
9952, or write Friends Homes West, 6100 West Friendly 
Road, Greensboro, NC 27410. 

Schools 
Come visit Olney Friends School on your cross~untry 
travels, six miles south of 1-70 in the green hills of 
eastern Ohio. A residential high school and farm, next to 
Stillwater Meetinghouse, Olney is college preparation 
built around truthful thinking, inward listening, loving com­
munity, and useful work. 61830 Sandy Ridge Road, 
Barnesville, Ohio, 43713. (614) 425-3655. 

Westtown School: Under the care of Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting since 1799, Westtown seeks Quaker children for 
day (PreK-10) and boarding (9-12). Boarding is required 
in 11th and 12th grades. Significant Quaker presence 
among 600 students, 80 teachers. Challenging academ­
ics, arts, athletics, in a school where students from 
diverse racial , national, economic, and religious back­
grounds come together to form a strong community of 
shared values. Financial assistance is available. 
Westtown, PA 19395. (610) 399-7900. 

John Woolman School. Rural California, grades 9-12. 
Preparation for college and adulthood, small classes, 
caring staff, work program, service projects; board, day. 
13075 Woolman Lane, Nevada City, CA 95959. (916) 
273-3183. 

The Quaker School at Horsham, a valuEH:entered el­
ementary and middle school for students with learning 
differences. Small, remedial classes, qualified staff, serv­
ing Philadelphia, Bucks, and Montgomery Counties. 318 
Meeting House Road, Horsham, PA 19044. (215) 674-
2875. 

Lansdowne Friends School-A small Friends school for 
boys and girls three years of age through sixth grade, 
rooted in Quaker values. We provide children with a 
quality academic and a developmentally appropriate pro­
gram in a nurturing environment. Whole language, 
thematic education, conflict resolution, Spanish, after­
school care, summer program. 11 0 N. Lansdowne Avenue, 
Lansdowne, PA 19050. (610) 623-2548. 
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United Friends School: coed; preschool-a; emphasiz­
ing integrated, developmentally appropriate curriculum, 
including whole language and manipulative math; serv­
ing upper Bucks County. 20 South 1Oth Street, 
Quakertown, PA 18951. (215) 538-1733. 

The Meeting School: a Quaker alternative high school 
for 30 students who want an education and lifestyle 
promoting Friends testimonies of peace, equality, and 
simplicity. Students live in faculty homes, sharing meals, 
campus work, silence, community decision making. Char­
acteristic classes include: Conflict Resolution, Native 
American Studies, Ecology, Human Rights, Alternative 
Housing, Mythology, Quantum Physics. College prepa­
ratory and alternative graduation plans. Wooded rural 
setting near Mt. Monadnock; organic garden, draft horses, 
sheep, poultry. Annual four-week intensive independent 
study projects. The Meeting School, 56 Thomas Road, 
Rindge, NH 03461. (603) 899-3366. 

Westbury Friends School-Safe, nurturing Quaker 
environment for 90 children, nursery-iJrade 6, on beauti­
ful 17-acre grounds. Small classes and dedicated 
teachers. Music, art, computers, Spanish, and gym. Ex­
tendecklay, vacation-holiday, and summer programs. 
Half- and full-day nursery, preK. Brochure: Westbury 
Friends School, 550 Post Avenue, Westbury, NY 11590. 
(516) 333-3178. 

Stratford Friends School provides a strong academic 
program in a warm, supportive, ungraded setting for 
children ages 5 to 13 who learn differently. Small classes 
and an enriched curriculum answer the needs of the 
whole child. An at-risk program for five-year-olds is avail­
able. The school also offers an extended day program, 
tutoring, and summer school. Information: Stratford 
Friends School, 5llandillo Road, Havertown, PA 19083. 
(610) 446-3144. 

Junior high boarding school for grades 7, 8, 9. Small, 
academic classes, challenging outdoor experiences, 
community service, consensus decision making, daily 
work projects in a small, caring, community environ­
ment. Arthur Morgan School, 1901 Hannah Branch 
Road, Burnsville, NC 28714. (704) 675-4262. 

Services Offered 
Research by hour or project in Library of Congress, 
Smithsonian, etc. Established humanities scholar (Ph.D.) 
and social scientist. (301) 270-5258. 

Low-Cost Full Internet for Friends through Penn'sNet 
from anywhere in the U.S. or world; PC or Mac. $9.50/ 
month plus usage charges of $1 to about $3/hour. 
Benefits William Penn House. Contact: Penn'sNet, 515 
E. Capitol Street, Washington, DC 20003. 

\ 

Desktop publishing, statistical analysis, and 
technical writing services to make your good 
idea better-completed easier. Information 
searching. APA manuscript formatting. News­
letters prepared. Brochure available. (302) 
653-0769, Eastburn@msn.com or 1436 Clayton­
Delaney Road, Clayton, DE 19938-9794. 

Friendly Financial Services. Let me help you prepare 
for retirement or work out an estate plan. Socially re­
sponsible investments-my specialty. Call Joyce Moore, 
LUTCF, Joyce Moore Financial Services at (610) 258-
7532 or e-mail JoyceM1955@AOL.com. (Securities 
offered by Washington Square Securities, 1423 N. 28th 
Street, Allentown, PA 18104, [610)437-2812.) 

Celo Valley Books: Personal attention to all phases of 
book production (25 to 5,000 copies). Typing, editing, 
layout, final delivery. Free brochure. 346 Seven Mile 
Ridge Road, Burnsville, NC 28714. 

Friends Helping Friends Grow. Investment certificates 
are available from Friends Extension Corporation. These 
investments promote the growth of Friends by providing 
low cost loans to build new facilities or renovate existing 
facilities. For information contact Margaret Bennington, 
101 Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, IN 47374. Telephone: 
(317) 962-7573. 

We are a fellowship, Friends mostly, seeking to enrich 
and expand our spiritual experience. We seek to obey 
the promptings of the Spirit, however named. We meet, 
publish, correspond. Inquiries welcome! Write Quaker 
Universalist Fellowship, 121 Watson Mill Road, 
Landenberg, PA 19350-9344. 

Socially Responsible Investing 
Using client-specified social criteria, I screen invest­
ments. I use a financial planning approach to portfolio 
management by identifying individual objectives and de­
signing an investment strategy. I work with individuals 
and businesses. Call Sacha Millstone; Raymond, James 
& Associates, Inc., member NYSE, SIPC. (202) 789-0585 
in Washington, D.C., area, or (800) 982-3035. 

Wedding Certificates, birth testimonials, poetry, gifts all 
done in beautiful calligraphy and watercolor illumination. 
Book early for spring weddings. Write or call Leslie Mitchell, 
2840 Bristol Rd., Bensalem, PA 19020. (215) 752-5554. 

Marriage Certificates. Fine calligraphy in traditional plain 
styles or decorated with beautiful, custom-designed bor­
ders. Also Family Trees for holiday gifts, births, 
anniversaries, family reunions. Call or write Carol Simon 
Sexton, Clear Creek Design, 820 West Main Street, Rich­
mond, IN 47374. (317) 962-1794. 

Family Relations Committee's Counseling Service 
(PYM) provides confidential professional counseling to 
individuals and couples in most geographic areas of Phila­
delphia Yearly Meeting. All counselors are Quakers. All 
Friends, regular attenders, and employees of Friends 
organizations are eligible. Sliding fees. Further informa­
tion or brochure, contact Steve Gulick, 1501 Cherry St., 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. (215) 988-0140. 

~tudios 

Marriage certificates, Announcements, lnv~ations, etc. 
Do justice to your event with our calligraphy and award-
winning graphic design. (800) 763-0053. 

Forum Travel 

.. Quaker-owned-and-managed travel 
agency. Friendly, experienced service; 
domestic and international; overnight de-
livery. (800) 888-4099. 

e FRIENDS J OURNAL typesetting and design 
services. We prepare copy for newsle!lers, 
brochures, books, posters, and other printed 
works. FRJENOS JouRNAL, 1501 Cherry Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19102-1497. Telephone 
(215) 241 -7283. 

Moving to North carolina? Maybe David Brown, a Quaker 
real estate broker, can help. Contact him at 1208 Pine­
wood Dr., Greensboro, NC 27410. (910) 294-2095. 

Summer Rentals 
Beautiful Vacation House. Maryland Eastern Shore. Air­
conditioned, 2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, loft, deck. Near beach, 
golf course; peaceful, wooded; $550/week. (410) 433-
0605. 

Attract Attention 
Advertise in FRIENDS JOURNAL 

For information write to : 
Advertising Manager 

FRIENDS j OURNAL 

150 1 Cherry Street ' 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

or call: (215) 241-7279 
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Woolman Commons in Mount Holly, ~ 
for people ready to give up the responsibility 

of their own home, but not ready for a 
full-service, continuing care community. 

Woolman Commons is known as a "partial-service" community. That means your biggest concerns are taken care of for 
you: building and grounds maintenance, real estate taxes, routine medical needs, prescription drugs, etc. (You have the 
option of giving up even more chores such as housekeeping for an additional charge.) 

Because you're still active and able, you make your own meals and arrange your own transportation. At Woolman 
Commons, by continuing to do some things for yourself, your monthly maintenance fees are lower than they would be in a 
full-service community. · 

Also because Woolman Commons is a satellite communi~ of Medford Leas Continuing Care Retirement Community, aU 
your nursing and medical needs are assured through Medford Leas for your lifetime. In other words, as your needs 
change, our care and services can change to meet these needs - helping you maintain as high a quality of life as possible. 

At Woolman Commons, you'll be stimulated by other independent, active people involved in civic and cultural activities, · 
volunteer work, worship groups ... just to name a few. People still energetic and spirited enough to enjoy and get the most 
out of life. 

At Woolman Commons, you'll enjoy the charm and convenience of historic Mount Holly. You 
can walk to banks, the post office, many nice restaurants, and the lively business district. 
Nearby public transportation takes you to Philadelphia or New York City 
and shopping malls are just a short drive away. 

Woolman Commons 
of Medford Leas 

one and two-bedroom units in colonial brick 
buildings ... a community in the Friends tradition 

of care and concern. 

For more infonnation and a brochure 
giving many more specifics, including 
the very affordable prices, please call 

609-654-3000 or 800-331-4302 (except NJ) 
and ask for the Director of Admissions. 

Medford Leas is a Quaker-related Continuing Care Retirement Community conducted by The Estaugh, a non-profit corporation founded 
in 1914. A special note to Friends: Medford Leas bas scholarship monies available to assist Friends with limited assets or income 
who are interested in living as part of our community. 
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