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Among Friends 

Our Withers Are Unwrung 

N ovember each year has become a tim e for us to focus on books. Readership 
surveys over the years have indicated our subscribers' great interest in books, 
after all, and this month seems a good time to include an expanded number 

of book reviews, occasionally a chapter from a forthcoming book by a Quaker author, 
and other related features. There is not as heavy a concentration on books this year, 
but the reviews and many advertisements you will find indicate that the Quaker­
related publishing scene continues to flourish. 

In planning for this issue, our senior editor, Kenneth Sutton, suggested that we 
editors might list several of the books we have most enjoyed reading in the past year. 
It was one of those good ideas that we didn't get to until it was too late. In thinking 
about it this week, however, I realize that I have been drawn oflate not only to some 
recent writers but even more to the great writers of our past. While in Michigan this 
past summer with my two grandsons, for instance, I dug into the writings ofJoseph 
Conrad (one of my favorite authors when I was a college student), a book by 
Somerset Maugham, another by Daphne du Maurier; and there was an unexpected 
find on a dusty shelf, Wessex Tales, Volume XII, by Thomas Hardy. 

How often in my daily life I think of a line from a play by Shakespeare, one of the 
romantic poets, or Robert Frost. My day may be brightened as well by a humorous 
comment by Mark Twain or Will Rogers. 

Perspective may be added to a current life situation as well. Such perspective seems 
badly needed amidst the storm of controversy emanating from Washington, D.C., 
these days. Like many of you, I suspect, I have grown weary of the brouhaha resulting 
from our president's sexual misbehavior. As I write this column in mid-October, 
Congress is about to recommend impeachment hearings, which are sure to drag out 
the whole business for many months to come. On the eve of congressional elections, I 
can only imagine how candidates will exploit the whole matter in 1V commercials in 
coming weeks! What a tragedy that our national dialog has been moved away from 
thoughtful discussion of such issues as education for our children, poverty, quality 
healthcare for all, racial tensions, adequate housing, and the many important concerns 
that really affect people in their daily lives. 

For solace I find myself turning to the tragedies of an earlier time. These words 
from Hamlet, for instance, seem to describe the current Washington situation quite 
well: "The time is out of joint; 0 cursed spite, that ever I was born to set it right!"; 
"Som~thing is rotten in the state of Denmark"; "Though this be madness, yet there is 
method in ' t"; "It is not nor it cannot come to good"; "Give it an understanding, but 
no tongue"; "There is nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so"; "The 
lady doth protest too much, methinks"; "Let the galled j<l:de wince, our withers are 
unwrung"; "My words fly up, my thoughts remain below; words without thoughts 
never to heaven go"; "Confess yourself to heaven; repent what's past; avoid what is to 
come. " 

Arid, of course, these words from the final act that seem apropos: "A politician, . . . 
one that would circumvent God." 

Next month In Friends Joumal: 
Martha and Mary, the Holidays, and Me 
Stewardship and the Practice of Faith 
From Camden to O kinawa 
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Forum 

Americans? 
I was touched over and over while 

reading the Vietnam issue. Thanks for the 
variety, for the opponunities to do 
something (if only to write a check), the fine 
piece with Betty Boardman. 

In response to Kenneth Sutton's 
quandary about names and terminology: I 
now use "U.S. American" in place of the 
"Someone who lives in the U.S." or other 
attempts to avoid making Mexicans and 
Brazilians, etc. invisible. One of my George 
School students offered it. I'd be delighted if 
FRIENDS JoURNAL felt led to tty it out. 

Betsy Crofts 
Newtown, Pa. 

Last month I talked with a group of 
Americans who were anxious to avoid using 
the term "American" unless it referred to the 
hemisphere as a whole rather than 
institutions and citizens of the United States 
of America. When I asked whether there was 
any occasion on which one actually needed 
to use the term "American" to refer to the 
hemisphere, no one was able to provide an 
example. 

It has been a long established convention 
that the term is normally to be treated in a 
restricted sense. When you tried to think 
about nonrestrictive usages in your editorial, 
you inadvenently confirmed this. I can't 
imagine that anyone coming across a 
reference to the "American" colonies of 
Britain would suppose that the writer 
intended to include the whole range from 
Newfoundland to the Falklands. 

I find the attempt to change linguistic 
conventions very interesting. In my earlier 
conversation I suggested that this one 
represented the combination of guilt and 
moral purity that is deeply embedded in 
American culture. As a Canadian I do not 
feel in the slightest offended by the use of 
the restrictive sense of the term "American" 
as though I had some purchase on it which is 
being ignored. I am, however, upset at being 
used as a vehicle for the playing out of a 
problem that liberal Americans have. 

As you know, early Quakers encountered 
this issue and developed an elaborate 
linguistic code that eventually set them apan 
from the rest of society. The original point 
soon got lost, and the code was maintained 
precisely to preserve that separation. We 
have enough barriers in communicating our 
substantial wirnesses that we would be wise 
to resist falling into the same trap. 
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john Hillman 
Peterborough, Ont. 

We share this extract from Merriam 
Webster's DictionaryofEnglish Usage. 

-Eds. 
From 1791 to the present people have 

questioned the propriety or accuracy of using 
America to mean the United States and 
American to mean an inhabirant or cititzen 
of the United States. 

America is used very generally both by 
writers and public speakers, when they 
only intend the territory of the United 
States .... It may have ftrst come into use 
as being much shoner to say Americans, 
than citizens of the United States 

-Gazette of the United States, 16 Feb. 
1791 (Dictionary of American English) 

... H.L. Mencken in American Speech, 
December 1947, had quite a long list of 
suggested replacements for American. The 
list contains (in approximate historical order 
from 1789 to 1939) such terms as 
Columbian, Columbard, Fredonian, Frede, 
Unisian, United Statesian, Colonican, 
Appalacian, Usian, Washingtonian, Usonian, 
Uessian, U-S-ian, Uesican. None of these 
proposed substitutes has caught on. 

Despite the perceived difficulty with 
America and American in this use, the 
terms are fully established. Cotton Mather 
seems to have been the first writer to use 
American for a colonist, back before the 
dawn of the 18th century. It became 
established during the course of that 
century. The historian Samuel Eliot 
Morison cites a naval expedition of 17 41 as 
being the first time the English referred to 
colonial troops as Americans rather than 
provincials. Benjamin Franklin used both 
America and American in this sense. The 
Dictionary of American English also cites 
George Washington . . .. 

Friends and Judaism 
Jerry Woolpy's piece, "A Spiritual 

Journey: In Search of God at Earlham" (F] 
Sept.), brought a much appreciated vision of 
Judaism (a religion often misunderstood, 
with behaviors often misinterpreted) into 
view for Friends. Believing that conversion 
(or "convincement," as we call it) can 
oftentimes be a wholesale rejection of one's 
past, I prefer to hold dual religious 
citizenship, to live, as it were, the spirit of the 
hyphenated American as a member of 
Solebury (Pa.) Meeting and a founding 
member ofKehilat HaNahar, a 
Reconstructionist synagogue in New Hope, 
Pa. An anicle like W oolpy' s creates the kind 
of understanding that can reduce separation. 
I believe that it is only in the true embracing 

of the 
heterogeneity 
of the human 
spirit that we 
can become 
one. Rabbi 
JosephDov 
Halevi 
Soloveitchik, 
back in 
1944, said, 
"The white 
light of 

divinity is always refracted through reality's 
'dome of many-colored glass."' Thank you 
f~r bringing the prism oflife a bit more into 
vtew. 

Abortion 

Cindy Baum-Baiker 
Carversville, Pa. 

I enjoyed the lively discussion in your 
Forum regarding the emotional and cultural 
aspects of abonion. It might be helpful to 
consider how other cultures deal with this 
universal problem. In areas of great poveny, 
India for example, my experience has been 
that having another child means dividing 
the scarce food once more. One's older 
daughter and older son, whom the mother 
is struggling to keep alive, must once again 
be made to eat less or starve more as the case 
may be. Every day a mother's hand ponions 
out the limited morsels of food: so much 
for the husband who must go to work, so 
much for the eldest daughter who doesn't 
need to expend so much energy just beating 
the clothes clean at the river, so much for 
the little one who only sits in school, and so 
on. We ask this mother to determine 
which family member will live or die. How 
unfair to give anyone this job. Another 
pregnancy means the loss of breast milk for 
the weanling, and she is likely to become 
weak. 

On the other side, the major method of 
contraception in Japan (alas) is abonion. 
Other methods have been slow in coming or 
against the wisdom of the senate fathers and 
are actually outlawed. Women have many 
abonions. And, not without emotional 
effect. T he Japanese have a way of 
organizing life, and in this regard they have 
worked out a very interesting response to the 
emotional strain of these abortions. There 
are special temples dedicated to Jizo, a child 
deity. Mothers who have lost a child send 
warm clothing for the small spirit, and the 
stone representations of small Jiw(s) often 
have a red ·cloth hood or a cloth bib around 
their necks. 
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So I would suggest that when we think 
these issues out we broaden our discussion 
to include life challenges of parents in other 
culrures who have very different priorities, 
mostly based on scarcity-of space, of 
food, and particularly of potable water, 
every drop of which usually must be 
lugged from somewhere by someone. 

Dana Raphael 
Westport, Conn. 

I have followed with interest the articles 
and letters about abortion that have recently 
appeared in the JoURNAL. The abortion issue 
holds questions and mysteries that launched 
my spiritual quest as a young woman. While 
I have made peace with my own viewpoints, 
I have also accepted that much of the "is it 
right or wrong" type of questions are 
unanswerable. 

I have revisited the abortion experience 
from a different perspective at midlife. I have 
been reflecting on the sacredness of the 
womb. Many women experience some kind 
of trauma to the womb, e.g., infertility, 
miscarriage, hysterectomy, complications in 
pregnancy, etc. Abortion can be seen 
likewise as such a trauma. All of these 
experiences carry feelings of deep loss. 
Abortion can also carry confusion and 
shame because we keep trying to make the 
mystery oflife's beginnings knowable and 
politicize the question of who has 
sovereignty over this decision. 

The tragedy in this for me was that it 
disconnected me emotionally and spiritually 
from my womb. Instead of being a place of 
mercy and compassion, a place of 
connection with the teachings ofJesus, it 
became a place of darkness and a place of 
self-denial. Only when I matured enough to 
visit and embrace my darkness did I begin to 
heal. And then I rediscovered a beautiful, 
sacred place of mercy. 

If a woman can be honored and 
supported as having such mercy within 
herself and for others and if she can be in 
this sacred place when she considers, alone 
or with others, whether or not to bring a 
pregnancy to term, then I would consider 
her decision to be in tune with the Divine. 

Denise Runyon 
Yellow Springs, Ohio 

Grammar lesson 
I gather that the jOURNAL has a policy of 

making as few changes as possible in what 
writers actually write. I think this is a good 
thing in general, but I would be glad to see it 
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not extended to grammatical errors. The 
most frequent of these that draws my 
attention is the "not only .. . but also" 
construction. I refer to one example (Fj 
June, page 15, paragraph 1, line 11). It 
seems to me that there are two possibilities, 
depending on the exact meaning one wishes 
to convey: 

"Living this leading intensified not only 
Joe's last days, but the lives of. .. " ("not 
only" follows the verb; the verb applies to 
both objects). 

"Living this leading not only intensified 
Joe's last days, but changed the lives . .. " 
("not only" precedes the verb; the second 
verb is needed for the second object). 

The construction correctly used appears 
in the same article, on page 14, col. 3, 
paragraph 1. 

Thank you for the excellent articles 
on death and dying. They serve as a needed 
reminder that this is not an "either-or 
matter"; there are many approaches. 
The Kathe Kollwitz drawing on the 
cover is well chosen and moving. 

Kudos 

judith Inskeep 
White Plains, N.Y. 

The July issue is the best I ever read and 
the only one I have ever read from cover to 
cover. Thank you and your staff. 

janet B. Snyder 
Kennett Square, Pa. 

The July issue was excellent. The articles 
on the origin of the Seneca Falls conference, 
the Marshall article on Vietnam prosthetics, 
and the Brokaw testimony were of a high 
level and contributed to our meeting's 
discussions in a very positive way. Good 
work! 

Reflections 

Larry D. Spears 
Bismarck, N.D. 

On August 6 I participated, along with 
about 20 others, in a vigil at the gates of 
Lockheed Martin's Waterton Canyon 
facility in Denver, Colorado, at the morning 
rush hour. Lockheed Martin is the largest 
weapons contractor in the world. A banner 
hung high above the entry to the plant with 
the words, "Hope Starts Here." Hope does 
not stan here. The banner proclaims a lie. 
Lockheed Martin is a death factory, 
producing the latest in war technology. The 
lie is covered with lucrative salaries and the 

false belief that the latest weapons will bring 
peace. 

Today is August 8. What impact can a 
handful of protesters have in transforming 
Lockheed Marrin? This I cannot answer, 
because I do not know. I can only say it was 
right for me to be there on the morning of 
the anniversary of the atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima. Another image comes to mind, 
that of Jesus weeping over Jerusalem and 
saying, "If only you knew the things that 
make for peace." I can see again our small 
group with banners and signs: a high school 
student, the wife of a retired Methodist 
minister, several elderly Catholic sisters, a 
tall, tanned pastor with his hair in a pony­
tail, a dignified Jewish woman, a WWII 
veteran and his wife, and people who were 
new to me. The images of these people, 
standing there with me, give me hope and 
the courage and strength to persevere in the 
task of peacemaking. We shall carry on. 

Donna Spring 
Englewood, Colo. 

Return to the fold 
Your April issue was a powerhouse of the 

Spirit with its three Albrecht Dlirer prints 
(Christ washing Peter's feet, Christ and 
disciples at Emmaus, and the Last Supper) as 
perfect companion pieces to Patricia 
Dallman's article "Bible as Ministry" and 
Barbara Graves's "A Model of Prophecy and 
Testimony." 

How I do pray that those two inspired 
and brilliant articles and the Dlirer prints 
have awakened the slumbering Christ in 
the hearts of a number of your readers! 
There is an explosive fund of divine energy 
in the two articles that we Quakers sorely 
need if we are to respond to God's 
expectations of us. 

I have loved Christ and sought to follow 
him for 30 years. It was as a liberal, social 
activist member of Albany (N.Y.) Meeting 
that I first embraced him. At this July's New 
York Yearly Meeting I struck it lucky when I 
picked up the April FRIENDS JouRNAL at the 
Fj display table, for I have not been a 
subscriber for many years. I was surprised 
and delighted to see that the jOURNAL has 
included Christ in its universalist outlook. 
Who knows? If Fj, as a "lost sheep," returns 
to the fold, maybe I, a lost Fj reader, might 
return to its fold! 

jack Daniels 
Cobleskill, N.Y. 

Continued on page 44 
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On Being a Quaker Contemplative 

P
erhaps my call to the 
contemplative life be­
gan with a predisposi­

tion towards silence and soli­
tude that was fostered by 
the privilege of having the 
upstairs of my childhood 
home all to myself. This 
space consisted of a bed­
room, a den, and a halfbath. 
It was there I learned to en­
joy my own companionship 
and to spend many hours in 
friendship with silence. 

This environment, I be­
lieve, nourished my natural 
inclination to trust my own 
spiritual experience. Be­
cause of this reliance on in­
ner spiritual authority, I can 
retrospectively say that God 
gave me the makings to be 
a Quaker. I didn't come to -s­
realize this formally until (3 
later in my life. ~ 

As I have reflected on 
my contemplative calling, I 
recognize three core themes 
running through it. The first -:s 
theme is liminality. When I §. 
came across t his term, ~ 
which is traditionally used ~ 
by anthropologists and ~ 
more recently by monastic • 
orders, it was a sanity check. 
It is derived from the Latin word for 
threshold. I found that God does create 
across cultures in every generation those 
who symbolically embody standing on 
the threshold between what is and what is 
yet to come. 

As a woman who entered seminary in 
the mid-1970s when fewer than a quarter 
of the student population was female, I 
was downright liminal. These were times 
when excessive use of "He," "Father," 
and "brethren" was opposed by standing 

Kathryn Damiano is a member of Middletown 
(Pa.) Meeting, Concord Quarterly Meeting, and 
a cofounder of the School of the Spirit Ministry. 
This article is excerpted from a book on fay 
contemplation forthcoming from St. Anthony 
Messenger Press. 

6 

by Kathryn Damiano 

and whistle blowing by the women semi­
narians (and a few men). As I pursued 
my studies, I was radicalized even farther. 
As you might imagine, I had serious 
trouble adopting Jesus as my model for 
salvation in this environment. I struggled 
with the concept of a male savior who was 
to exemplify wholeness for women. I also 
felt in the depths of my being that it was 
idolatrous to worship Jesus and forsake 
his admonition to realize the Kingdom/ 
community of God right here and now. 

Being liminal was my way "into" Jesus. 
As I was "heard into Being" by other 

students and some teachers, 
I recognized that my call was 
to remain on the margin of 
the institutional church. 
Then I "discovered" that this 
was the call of Jesus too! I 
identified with Jesus not as 
an external model, but as 
someone in whose life I par­
ticipated. As a consequence, 
a spiritual power was 
brought forth in me that 
transformed my life as the 
life of Christ was inwardly 
replayed. 

My perplexity continued 
as I questioned the passion 
of Christ being equated with 
the three hours on the cross. 
I had read stories of con­
temporary women being 
tortured in South American 
coups that could more than 
rival crucifixion. From the 
reality of my own truth, I 
recognized the enduring 
passion of Christ to be in 
the everyday experiences of 
injustice, humiliation, and 
folly of the human condi­
tion. This is a passion that 
may not result in physical 
pain but a pain that is suf­
fered in hiddenness alone 
with God. 

In this United Methodist Seminary (I 
was never Methodist but went there to 
study with a particular feminist theolo­
gian), I was influenced by a fellow student 
who was doing his field placement in a 
Friends organization. As I became more 
open to God's transforming work, I be­
gan to slip away on Sunday mornings to 

the nearest Quaker meeting, which was 
about an hour away. It was among Friends 
that I found a spiritual home. This was a 
church that seemed to profess an experi­
ence of spiritual conversion that mirrored 
mine. Becoming a Friend meant not be­
ing ordained and therefore surrendering a 
means of livelihood. As a liminal person, I 
live into the in-between times that en­
compass the longing, the waiting, and the 
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unconsummated desire. I am driven to 
prayer and to be sustained must rely on 
Divine Providence. 

The second theme of my contempla­
tive call is confronting the principalities 
and powers. There is a freedom and a 
confidence that accompanies a contem­
plative life. One is less controlled by the 
usual ambition, desire for money and 
things, need for approval, or being bought 
off for power. Though I wimess to the fact 
that "my Kingdom is not of this world," 
those in worldly power seem to be par­
ticularly threatened. I have come smack 
up against the limitations of human rela­
tionships and human justice. As a conse­
quence, I experience the sacrament of 
failure and am even tempted to despair. 

As I have explored the range of under-

standings about power and church gover­
nance, I could see that Jesus' life was a 
testimony to an alternative concept of 
power. H e was tempted by the same eco­
nomic, political, and religious demons 
that I had experienced. Jesus broke that 
cycle of violence and responded instead 
with love. He remained hidden for most 
ofhis life, healed relatively few, and finally 
aroused so much opposition that he was 
put to death. 

There has been a movement in my 
prayer over the years as I continued to 
encounter the principalities and powers 
that are especially rampant in today' s in­
stitutions. My "God fix this!" prayer has 
ofren been confounded when there were 
no visible results. I have stayed in a vari­
ety of these oppressive situations almost 

beyond tolerance. Yet as I persevered, I 
have been graced with litde redemptions 
that I take as indications that God had not 
finished using me as an instrument. In 
fact, the message was to radiate the love of 
Christ. 

I remember seeing a TwilightZone pro­
gram years ago where a certain culture had 
"sin eaters." Their function was to bear 
the burdens of others. Was I being asked 
to bear the burdens of institutions as patt 
of a redemptive process? In these broken 
institutions, I could sense a movement 
that was in progress on a cosmic level. It 
was a process that I did not fully under­
stand, but with which I sensed I was called 
to cooperate. When I am released from 
this use in God's time, I fall back into 
financial insecurity. Yet, I am also deeply 

The Challenge of Silence in Active Community 

I 'm riding on their coattails of si­
lence," I tell mysel£ I feel a bit 
guilty as I follow two students who 

have taken a vow of silence for 30 days 
into the dining room toward a table 
with sign carved in wood: SILENT. 
I am trying to escape the chatter of 
some 70 students, staff, and visitors 
gathering for lunch in this religious 
center for study. A resident student 
nearing the end of my first term of 
three months, I grow needful of si­
lence and privacy. 

Abagail, a Protestant minister on 
leave, attends classes and tends to re­
quired manual work, but during the 
retreat seldom comes to meals. I've 
heard she feels uneasy in the presence 
of opposition to her silence from some 
students and staff. 

Arun, a Hindu from India, appears 
every meal, silendy patticipating, nod­
ding pleasandy. Seeing him go about 
his mindful day I feel he is an example 
of grace. 

Why does this silent pair represent 
promise to me? 

Virginia Ivy Schone attends University Meet­
ing in Seattle, Washington. 
© 1998 Virginia Ivy Schone 
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I think they may discover something I 
do not know, which they will share. I treat 
their silence with respect, for I believe that 
in silence there is hope. 

When the retreat is complete, many in 
the community gather to askAbagail and 
Arun: What have you learned? 

Arun says, "I heard more because I 
was not giving attention to what I would 
say. I was understanding more. T his 
taught me a lot. I would hear myself 
introduced and think: Is that me? When 
I come out of silence, I'll not introduce 
mysel£ Maybe the name is enough. 

"After a couple of weeks, when I sat 
down quiedy, I was really able to be quiet. 
I heard two things: my body and my soul. 
None of these I knew before. To hear 
myself more dearly-that was the most 
valuable." 

Abagail offers: "What I have learned is 
that there seems to be a deep underlying 
structure under the chaos. There is a 
buoyancy-it is God. In that, we are all 
bound together." 

A student asks Arun, "Did you want 
to be spoken to?" 

"I preferred to be touched." 
Another student expresses resent­

ment. "I was looking forward to getting 
to know you, but you retreated so long 

into silence." 
Abagail nods. 'T m grateful for your 

anger as well as your love. I had to 
take into my consciousness the resent­
ment, even from some staff, and 
ask myself if I was doing something 
important enough to justifY the 
retreat. " 

Many of us listening have been 
touched one way or another by their 
silence. Impressed with the insights 
shared, I decide to join four other 
students for a six-day silent retreat 
between semesters, while still meet­
ing responsibilities of daily manual 
work. I do not know the resentment 
Abagail says she has encountered will 
become my greatest challenge. 

When the retreatants are an­
nounced I immediately feel a bond 
with the others. We are given a coun­
selor, Marie, a graduate student in 
psychology and religion; also, an apatt­
ment in which to gather. The larger 
room is available to us for meditation 
24 hours a day; the smaller, Marie will 
use to talk daily with each. 

H ere, now, our silent space-an 
elegant gift! 

Continued on page 8 
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blessed with times of "enkindling," are­
spite that is infused with God's 
undergirding Love. 

The third theme of my contemplative 
path flows directly from the others. It is 
eschatology. My flavor of contemplative 
seems to be called to demonstrate that in 
this broken world not all healing comes 
through human hands. The solitary lives a 
life of" relevant irrelevancy." I am asked to 
trust God in situations that seem to op­
pose God. Prayer becomes a revolution­
ary act in defiance of what is, in the 
promise that God will liberate. I become 
more and more convinced of"things not 
seen." I begin to subject life to the crite­
rion of eternity. 

Where I have learned much about 
eschatology is in caring for elderly people. 

8 

Continued from page 7 

The first evening, we sit in a candlelit 
circle, one half-hour in silence; another, 
in sharing. Joe, who is Irish, arrived 
last semester from South Africa, where 
he taught junior high school. Should 
he return? Bernice has directed an­
other spiritual center and would like 
to find work in a New Mexico Bud­
dhist community, but hesitates to 
travel that far because of meager funds. 
Clara hopes to deepen her relationship 
with God. Abagail, who has served in 
a racially-troubled section of Los An­
geles and experienced burnout, con­
siders career options. I, from theN orth­
west, where a beloved sister has re­
cently died, wonder whether to return 
and how to recover a sense of family 
I've lost. 

Marie offers each a slip of paper 
with biblical reference, not the same 
verse, but a passage chosen especially 
for the person. On mine: Psalm 62: 1, 
"My heart waits in silence for God." 

The teasing begins early. From staff 
I've considered to be friends: 

"Go right on blundering into the 
presence of God." 
· "You know, don't you, that there 
will be a test at the end of this?" 

At that early moment in the retreat 
I do not mind the teasing. I have 
stepped into the country of silence, 
but am just over the border. I am 
concerned, however, about my abil-

Many are natural contemplatives. The 
fullness of their lives is contagious. My 
most recent experience has been in car­
ing for retired nuns, some of whom were 
semicomatose or cognitively impaired. I 
would "wire the sisters for sound" with a 
walkman (walkperson?) playing healing 
Gregorian chants. My response was a 
ministry of Presence to the life essence 
that remained in these sisters. I could 
commune with their energy through the 
practice of therapeutic touch. The re­
demptive suffering of these sisters elicited 
love from me. I was the one being re­
deemed! 

On other occasions when a sister was 
dying imminently, staff and residents were 
often invited to sing and pray her into 
paradise. What touched me most deeply 

ity to meet the daily task of helping with 
lunch cleanup. I have heard one reason 
some staff resist silence in the kitchen is 
that it might slow communication. But I 
find that when so focused, my work moves 
quickly and I seek more. 

In silence awareness of others grows, 
as Arun has indicated. It is evident in our 
group as well. Speaking in circle about 
identity, I say that I, a writer, have an 
image of myself as a tree with words 
hanging upon it, a word tree. Some words 
I would like to shed: DISCRIMINA­
TION ... OBLIGATORY ... RE­
STRICTIONS ... PONDEROUS ... 
LOSS .. . I feel the need for a new light­
ness of being. 

The next evening, Abagail tells us she 
prayed for me and in a dream found 
herself burning the burdensome words. 

Our friendships deepen; the taunting 
comments continue. 

I ask Marie, "Are others in the group 
heckled?" 

"No, but I think you are in silence. A 
few tend work while silent. There is a 
difference." She adds that possibly the 
jests are caused by an unconscious jeal­
ousy due to an inability to immerse simi­
larly in silence. 

In silence, yes. This is where I want to 

be. As a minister's child, I sometimes 
have struggled to keep a sense of indi­
viduality within a community, feeling 
myself surrounded, almost overwhelmed 
by the presence of so many others. I am 
beginning to realize how helpful silence 

was the tangibility of the eternal. Heaven 
was so real that it was as if the dying sister 
was moving to Pittsburgh· and we would 
all be with her soon. The contemplative 
dips into the eschatological and discovers 
things as they really are and enjoys them 
to the fullest. 

As I currently enter another chapter 
of my life, I discern the quickenings of 
the Holy Spirit. God remains so inside 
of me that God cannot be analyzed from 
the outside. What will God call forth 
from me next? Throughout church his­
tory, there have been those called to a life 
of solitude and prayer-particularly in 
times of church renewal. I know I am to 
be part of that movement, but the form is 
still opaque. I continue to show up in 
faithfulness. 0 

can be when trying to defme who, 
what one is and hopes to become. 

The fifth morning, I move along 
the breakfast line. 

"HEY, THE SILENT ONE!" It is 
directed at me. 

Listening, I feel myself to be in 
a new place, rooted in silence and in 
God. How fum a foundation! From 
here I can withstand critical com­
ment from anyone. My expression 
conveys that no longer is the heckling 
acceptable. 

There has been a failure, both on 
the part of my detractors and initially 
myself, to understand the depth and 
dimension that living in silence can 
entail. Had I recognized it sooner, I 
believe my manner from the begin­
ning would have gained more respect 
for the process. 

The last evening, in circle we again 
share thoughts of the future. Joe will 
return to Ireland to visit his aging 
mother, perhaps to remain and teach 
there. Abagail speaks enthusiastically 
of the Shalem Institute, where she will 
perhaps study counseling. Bernice 
hopes her ailing car can carry her as 
far as New Mexico; she will attempt 
the trip. Clara plans to remain for the 
new semester, as do I, for I have 
found a spiritual home. 0 

Additional references from Marie: 
Psalm 46·1 0. Zephaniah 3:17. Psalm 
139:13-14. Jeremiah 29:11-13. 
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OUR 

I 
tis my contention that most tech­
nological innovations developed 
in the last couple centuries (from 
cars to weapons to televisions and 
computers) are detrimental to our 

collective global soul. They hinder our 
ability to live in harmony with our plan­
etary partners (both human and nonhu­
man) by exacerbating existing divisions 
(economic, social, and spiritual) and cre­
ating new ones. Specifically, I observe that 
most of what our society considers tech­
nological progress merely serves to: 1) 
widen the gulf between global rich and 
poor; 2) augment human domination over 
animals, plants, and nonliving ele-
ments of God's creation; 3) 
add further complication and 
anxiety to our lives; 4) erode 
the sense of joy and awe that 
stem from a life grounded in 
reality; and 5) alienate us from 
the Great Spirit, which forms 
the very core of our being. I 
also observe that most new 
technologies are both seduc­
tive in their appeal and ad­
dictive in their use. I consider such 
technologies to be a cancer on global 
human society and a blas-
phemy of God's creation. 
Yet, how many Friends 
pause to analyze the soul­
impacts of a new technology 
before embracing it in our lives 
and into our religious society? 

Many early technologies (like cheese­
making devices and wooden plows), while 

Chuck Hosking is happily married (27 years) to 
Mary Ann Fiske. They spent five years working 
in Africa and are members of Harare (Zimba­
bwe) Meeting. 
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NEW GOD? 
by Chuck Hosking 

enhancing human domination over the 
natural environment, were at least not 
inherently elitist-that is, there were re­
newable resources aplenty for everyone 
who wanted one of these simple tools to 
have one. As such, they did not inevitably 
widen the gap between rich and poor. But 

ward nonrenewable resource mmmg; 
2) ever more complex and expensive tech­
nologies no longer affordable to every­
one who wants them, and thus inher­
ently elitist in nature; and 3) a seemingly 
gleeful quest to insulate ourselves as much 
as possible from everyday reality. Today 
we've "achieved" in the United States a 
sort of fantasy world that exalts virtual 
reality and alienates us from the mun­
dane realities (still experienced by most 

\!AI"'..'>:: of our global siblings) of what it means to 
be truly alive and human. 

Now I'll readily admit my own incon­
sistencies and hypocrisies regarding my 
views. I avail myself of many technologies: 
electricity for lights and radios, a tele­
phone and flush toilet, natural gas for heat 
and hot water--<>bscene luxuries for one 
who aspires to responsible global citizen­
ship. I use such technologies confessionally, 
and I view my life as a work-in-progress 
toward more egalitarian and environmen­
tally sustainable substitutes. It would be a 
great source of joy were I to discover a 
community of fellow-travelers with simi­
lar values. Luckily, I'm married to one, 
and I've met a few neo-Luddite, kindred 
souls here and there over the years. But 
I've yet to find a religious society (Quaker 
or otherwise) so convinced of the compel­
ling truth of simplicity as an antidote to 
much of what ails our overdeveloped na­
tion that its members would actually em-

:§ body in their daily lives the values pro­
~ fessed in their collective vision and faith. 
fi When it's dear that something is a 

"" poison for the body (like arsenic, nicotine, 
if one analyzes most technologies devel- or heroin), it shouldn't be too hard to 
oped in the last couple centuries, some "just say no!" Likewise, when it's dear that 
unhealthy trends emerge: 1) a move away a technology violates the egalitarian and 
from renewable resource harvesting to- creation-respecting values at the core of 
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one's faith, it shouldn't be too hard to 
reject it. So why does our society seem to 
be drawn "like moths to a flame" to every 
new technology that comes along, with 
seemingly no discernment regarding its 
ethical ramifications? 

Let's take computers, for example, and 
see whether they're in line with our val­
ues. They're primarily made of plastic 
and filled with heavy metals, both highly 
toxic and nonbiodegradable. Due to 
planned obsolescence stemming from 
corporate greed and the manic pace of 
technological change, thousands of them 
end up in landfills each day. They're 
manufactured by workers who often de­
velop cancers and other exotic maladies 
(often years later) from exposure to sol­
vents and other toxins during produc­
tion. They also require lots of water dur­
ing production, adding toxins that are 
unremovable from the resulting waste­
water. When used at home or at work, 
they consume paper like it's going extinct 
and emit rays that render their users un­
witting guinea pigs to future diseases. 
Fifty years from now we may look back 
on miscarriages and carpal tunnel syn­
drome as the early warning signs of a 
myriad of miseries to which we willingly 
subjected ourselves and our children. As 
with their look-alike cousin, the televi­
sion, computers foster a physically seden­
tary existence while filling every temporal 
interstice of the user's life with addictive 
and stress-inducing overstimulation. The 
machine accelerates the already excessive 
pace oflife, bombarding the user with an 
overload of information beyond what can 
be processed and, like second-hand smoke, 
upping the ante even for nonusers, who 
find they need to redouble their pace just 
to keep up with their computer-using 
colleagues, all in the name of efficieng 
and progress. Computers are one of the 
driving forces facilitating globalization, 
which is currently steamrolling over the 
economies of low-income nations, most 
of whom don't yet comprehend what hit 
them. In short, computers serve to widen 
the gulf between rich and poor, augment 
human domination of the planet, add 
unnecessary complication and stress to 
our lives, pollute God's creation with 
toxins, and help create a fantasy-world 
mentality that alienates us from reality. A 
similar analysis could be derived for cars, 
televisions, and many of the other tech­
nologies our society touts as "progress." 

A life richly endowed with unjust tech-
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nologies is artificial and can exist only 
under repressive conditions. With the de­
mise of the Soviet bugaboo, the political 
smokescreen has finally been lifted, and 
it should be obvious that the primary 
need for a strong military has been (and 
continues to be) the protection of our 
privileged U.S. lifestyle from the hordes 
of global poor folks who would otherwise 
insist that global wealth be shared equita­
bly. As Quakers, most of us would prob­
ably agree that the phrase "rich pacifist" is 
an oxymoron. Yet how many of us choose 
voluntarily to relinquish our wealth to 
obviate the need for a military? 

Geography plays a big part in our com­
placency, I believe. When our Friends 
meeting in Albuquerque was wrestling 
with whether to declare ourselves a sane-

tuary for Central American refugees in the 
early 1980s, the issue shifted from the 
plane of intellectualism to immediacy at 
the point that living, breathing, trauma­
tized refugees spent time in our midst as 
some of us transported them to destina­
tions further north. So too, I want to 
believe that if destitute families from Asia 
and Africa were slowly starving to death in 
the center of our Sunday worship circle 
instead of unseen in their rural villages, we 
would choose to share our wealth with 
them instead of buying the latest high­
tech gadget. 

We in the overdeveloped world cer­
tainly have much more to gain and learn 
from interaction with those in low­
income countries than they stand to ben­
efit from us. One of the unrecognized 

A CONVERSATION 

Dear Chuck, 
When I received your manuscript, 

I liked it and thought it worth print­
ing. I was sidetracked for a time by 
regret over my failure to print a similar 
piece sent in some time ago by another 
Friend. I've made comments below, 
but having learned a lesson, I don't 
want to stymie your writing. 

In general, the expression of your 
concerns is weakened by two things: 
absence of descriptions of the tech­
nologies we should use, with the same 
kind of analysis as that given to detri­
mental technologies; and unfinished 
critiques. An example: telephones and 
flush toilets as "nonrenewable and elit­
ist" and "obscene luxuries." Can you 
draw that critique out a bit? Is the 
postal service more sustainable and 
less elitist than telephones? Is it having 
a private telephone that's elitist? Can 
you make explicit the implications of 
not having a flush toilet? Is it ever 
appropriate for people to live in cities? 
(I'm making some jumps here, but 
those are exactly the jumps readers 
may make, either because they are 
antagonistic or because they are 
defensive.) 

Please let me know ifi should pub­
lish what you have sent or if you'd like 
to revise again. 

- Kenneth Sutton 

Dear Kenneth, 
Thanks so much for your letter. To be 

honest, I had given up hope, and your 
letter revived my spirits. 

Since I dislike writing, I'd be happy 
simply to have my second version pub­
lished as is. I feel your comments are both 
helpful and valid, and I'll address them 
below. If you feel that all or part of what 
I say in response to your comments serves 
to strengthen the article, feel free to insert 
sections into the article. 

You're correct; I did not discuss tech­
nologies we "should" use, and for many 
readers looking for answers this may be a 
fatal omission.' Partly my reasons stem 
from an aversion to the word "should." I 
like the way the elders at Balby prefaced 
their thoughts. I don't believe there is a 
blueprint for responsible global citizen­
ship, only groping through values-based 
queries. For me the issue that really mat­
ters is not "where a person is," but rather 
"the direction in which (s)he is headed." 
So toward what goals do we aim? Hope­
fully my queries get at that. For some 
folks, a car will be rejected and a horse 
used for transportation. Others of us may 
move in the same direction but only scale 
back to a bicycle, even though it's less 
consistent with our values than using a 
horse. Since we're on this topic, let's use 
my queries to analyze horse transport. 

Horses are far more affordable than 
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costs associated with a high-tech, fast-paced 
lifestyle is the gradual donning of an ur­
bane sophistication that displaces the 
wholesome simplicity we had as young 
children. Unencumbered by materialistic 
burdens, global poor folks often retain 

such qualities, and a rdationship with them 
can be a fount of refreshment for our 
souls. As the masthead of Right Sharing 
News reminds us: "God calls us to the 
right sharing of world resources, from the 
sin of materialism into the abundance of 

God's love, to work for equity through 
partnership with our sisters and brothers 
throughout the world." The truth of this 
statement (which flies in the face of the 
prevailing wisdom of mainstream U.S. 
society) becomes even stronger and clearer 
as we discover the joy of sharing and the 
freedom of a less encumbered lifestyle. 

In my view, technology is not neutral; 
it is highly value-charged. As my wife puts 
it, "Global sharing unites. High-tech di­
vides." But if what I've said above is not 
your reality, then wear your high-tech 
sword as long as you can. The elders at 
Balby had it right in 1656 when they 
realized that values such as global sharing 
and reverence for God's creation cannot 
be laid upon us as a rule or form to walk 
by. They must, instead, be written in our 

around by bicycle. A quick analysis 
will show that metal must be mined to 
produce bikes, and old bicycles even­
tually clutter landfills. In summary, 
I'd consider cars and planes to be the 
least consistent with the values reflected 
in my queries, horses and walking to 
be the most consistent, and bicycles to 
be an intermediate, compromise tech­
nology, faster than walking and better 
suited to a city than horses. 

You can see I'm no purist. I'd just 
"S like to see us (Quakers, at least, even if 
~ no one else joins us) redefine progress 
Jl as "moving toward values that affirm 

'--~-:-~-----'-'~--~~~~fj~-~---~-~-~~-~ responsible global citizenship" rather 
cars, both to buy and to use the road rage resulting from driving, and than higher GNP, greater domination 
maintain. Since even the herd boys in riding a horse puts us far more in touch of nature, and more manic and over-
Africa had their own donkeys, I'd say that with God's creation than any insulated stimulated lives. 
a horse (or donkey, llama, or camel de- box on four wheels. Got a load to haul? You ask whether it's ever appropri-
pending on the continent) for transport Hitch the horse (or a team of them) to a ate for people to live in cities. I cer-
could be made available to every global cart or ask neighbors to help. tainly prefer them and do not view 
citizen who wanted one and was able to I'm sure there are some animal rights urban living as inherently unsustain-
use it. Its use neither widens the gap be- folks who will object to subjecting ani- able or elitist. Before the technologies 
tween rich and poor nor overtaxes envi- mals to human domination and some of the last couple centuries, people 
ronmental resources. Its fuel (oats, etc.) is deep ecologists who will consider me a lived in cities in a much more environ-
a renewable resource, and its waste (rna- species chauvinist. I plead guilty on both mentally sustainable way than we do 
nure) is a fertilizer in growing its food. counts. All I'm contending here is that nowadays. People communicated by 
Such a sustainable loop contrasts sharply transport by horse more nearly affirms my dropping in to chat, and neighbor-
with cars, whose fuel must be mined (aU values than transport by car. For those hoods felt less alien to their residents. 
mining is inherently unsustainable) and who wish to continue further down the Today we have telephones. Let's look 
whose wastes pollute the air and alter the road to ethical purity, walking is always an at why I call telephones and flush toi-
climate. Finally, the natural rhythm of option, with backpacks and rickshaws for 
ridinp a horse is much less stressful than carrying loads. Personally, I usually get Continued on page 12 
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hearts. We must consider the total infu­
sion of our every daily action with these 
values to be just as crucial for the health of 
our souls as air, food, and water are to the 
health of our bodies. Perhaps someday we 
will view living in the light of such values 
to be not only a golden opportunity to be 
cherished, but also a necessity without 
which a life of integrity is not possible for 
us. When we can begin to see global shar­
ing and responsible participation in God's 
creation as a precious gift to be sought 
cheerfully and eagerly rather than a dour 
list of"shoulds" to be winked at or given 
perfunctory lip service, we will have truly 
achieved a spiritual breakthrough that will 
overwhelm all the petty technological 
breakthroughs our misdirected U.S. cul­
ture so worships. 0 

12 

Contillll('(lfimn page II 

lets nonrenewable and elitist, obscene 
luxuries. 

Telephones are made of plastic. 
Thousands are thrown away daily and 
end up as toxins in landfills. Plastic 
comes ftom oil, a nonrenewable re­
source. The cables, phone lines, satel­
lites, and other infrastructure needed 
for telephone use are also made from 
nonrenewable resources, and the de­
mand for all these items is growing 
exponentially (as low-income nations 
hook up phone service, emulating those 
of us in the overdeveloped world, who 
are also escalating phone use both in 
number of phones per household and 
in accessories). Anything that grows 
exponentially is inherently unsustain­
able, all the more so if it's made of a 
nonbiodegradable toxin like plastic. 

Yes, as your letter suggests, part of 
what makes telephones elitist is their 
private ownership. Rationing one pub­
lic phone per village (or neighborhood 
in cities) addresses the equity issue, as 
does using laundromats instead of pri­
vate washing machines. But neither 
public phones nor washing machines 
pass muster regarding environmental 
sustainability. (Personally, mywifeand 
I do have a private phone, and I wash 
our clothes in a bucket, so once again 
we're a mixed bag.) 

What's so bad about flush toilets? 

Queries Regarding Technologies 

1. Is the technology in question more affordable than the one it replaced for 
every global citizen who would like one? Does its use widen the gap between 

rich and poor? 

2. Is the technology in question more environmentally sustainable than the 

one ~t replaced? Does it pollute and consume at a lesser rate? 

3. Does the technology bring us more in touch with God's creation, decrease 

our anxiety level, and enhance our appreciation of nature and of other human 
beings, or does it serve to further alienate us from reality, complicate our lives, 

and cheapen our relationship with nature and with our fellow global citizens? 

I'm sure you're aware of the crisis looming 
regarding global fresh water usage: the 
supply is stable while usage is growing 
exponentially. Many futurists predict that 
coming wars will be fought over water 
rights. So the concept of water-borne sew­
age is an idea whose time has gone. We 
simply cannot afford it any more for at 
least three reasons. First, there's not enough 
water for future generations to use it for 
flushing human wastes. Second, it esca­
lates sewage treatment costs, since 99.99 
percent of all sewage received at a treat­
ment plant is pure water. The wastes must 
be concentrated before treatment can be 
effective. Third, human wastes are a valu­
able resource. Much of the world uses it to 
grow food (including friends of ours in 
Colorado with their homemade, indoor 
privy). When properly composted, it is 
perfectly safe. So using a vanishing and 
valuable resource like water to flush away 
valuable human wastes seems to me to be 
an "obscene luxury" that the world can no 
longer afford. 

Some would say I want to roll back the 
dock on technology. You bet I do! To 
paraphrase an old adage: when one is at 
the edge of a precipice, it's wise to define 
progress as one step backwards. Our tech­
nological "progress" has taken us to the 
top of a cliff. Ever widening global wealth 
disparity (exacerbated by technology) is a 
powder keg whose explosion is dampened 

-CH 

only by the superior military strength 
of a nation bent on total consumption 
of global resources. Such hubris on 
our part blasphemes the Great Spirit. 
Not only is it not our prerogative to 
destroy the planet (whose creation is 
it, anyway?), it's patently unfair for a 
tiny cadre of global elites to make a 
decision that affects all our global sib­
lings. If we believe in democracy, we 
cannot allow such an outrage. 

My proposal is modest: let Friends 
review my queries on technology and 
then commit to applying some of them 
(those with which they agree) to their 
daily life decisions. In this way, at least 
our religious society may decide to 
lead the way back from the precipice 
and live out the final decades of hu­
man life on this planet true to our 
values, even if the rest of society accel­
erates as it approaches the rim of de­
struction. Integrity in the midst of 
societal madness is an age-old Quaker 
tradition that's needed now more than 
ever. Denial of the challenge that mod­
ern technologies pose for Quaker val­
ues precludes responsible global citi­
zenship; acceptance of the unique role 
to which our tradition calls us may yet 
shake society from its addictions and 
lead the way to a better world. 

-Chuck Hosking 
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Claris and I: 
A Bitter Friendship 
by Qani Belul 

If you want to publish your message about the beauty of plain living 
you'd best have it on disk. Yet surely there must be a better wey. 

y wife is in the other often wonder. It wasn't so long ago I lived Also gone are the days at community 
room now, feeding a in the woods, writing with only pen and college where, for my English 101 writing 
thick stack of disks into paper. I still vividly remember, as if it were assignments, I'd write draft after draft on 
her ailing laptop com- only yesterday, my protests when, one long yellow legal pads, marking additions, 
puter, one after an- day, Dawn lugged to our camper an old cuts, moves, and other changes with Xs, 

other, trying to bring the black digital box manual Olivetti typewriter someone had Ys, lines, and arrows. This pencil editing 
back to life. Last night while experiment- thrown out. has become entirely unnecessary with the 
ingwith sound options, it suddenly blinked "Why!?" I demanded, as if she'd just computer. Rather than cut and paste, all 
off, much to her chagrin. As for me, I lie announced she'd purchased a jet. you need do is strike a few keys. To make 
here on a mat in the kitchen reading a "Because I want to write in the woods." characters disappear, simply highlight the 
Henry James novel, quiedy reveling in "Why not just use a pencil and some word or sentences and touch the delete 
the sudden and unexpected freedom from paper? Who needs a typewriter? It's un- button. 
the grips of that plastic case of wires and necessary and just takes up space." Easy? No doubt. Fast? Absolutely. 
connectors and silicon. (Unfortunately "Butit'seasiertowriteonatypewriter." What I question is not the computer's 
in Dawn's case it appears she's only be- And on and on the discussion went efficiency as a writing tool but the aes-
come more a slave since the breakdown, until, as Dawn pointed out several weeks thetics that are sacrificed in the process. I 
trying desperately to locate the life-giving later while I was typing away, the Olivetti look forward to my frequent visits to the 
memory disk that will revive her enslaver, was being used much more often by me local coffee shop here in town where, 
leaving its side only for quick trips to the than her. And several years later the pat- amidst the smoke and conversations and 
bathroom.) tern is repeated as I monopolize the com- clatter of dishes, I gaze out the window 

Yet along with my feelings of Iibera- puter most mornings while she sits off to and drink tea while deciding the next 
cion due to the computer's breakdown is the side, asking me every so often whether sentences to scrawl on the scrap of paper 
the subde but nagging hope that, at some I plan to finish up soon so she can write in front of me. For me this method of 

point in the not-too-distant futur~~e~, D:a~wn~-~to=o~. ---------=====:~~;~ writing is immensely will plug in the magic disk that shakes her more pleasurable than 
technobox from its coma- sitting at home pecking 
tose state so I can resume at plastic keys while 
keying in and editing my peering into a rectangu-
writing in Claris Works, the lar gray screen until 
computer's word processing my eyes start to water 
program. and my mind begins to 

These past few years have feel numb. Nowadays 
signaled the start of a love/ computers are built to 
hate relationship with com- travel and many people 
puters. The first three decades bring them along to 
or so of my life went along plug in at their favor-
just fine without them, but ite public hangout, 
now, as a writer, I find myself but I can't imagine 
increasingly dependent on the writing with a laptop 
word processor during the fi- at the coffee shop. 
nal stages of the writing proc- This would, I be-
ess. How could this happen? I lieve, alter the expe-

Qani Be lui fives and writes in Aichi, 
rience for the worse, 
like driving through 
the woods on a mo-japan. 
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n~ I ~&~r~~~ 
• Quality care in the Quaker tradition. 

• 42 apartments for independent living, 
60 private personal care rooms, 120 
nursing home beds. 

• Peace of mind. Supportive medical 
and social services throughout your 
stay. 

• An active lifestyle in a beautiful, 
graceful setting. 

• Meals, housekeeping, transportation, 
cultural and social activities. 

• A history of caring since 1904. 

Stapeley In Germantown 
6300 Greene Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19144 

Call Carol Nemeroff 
Admissions Director 
(215) 844-0700 

CREMATION 
Friends are reminded that the 

AnnaT. Jeanes Fund 
will reimburse cremation costs. 

(Applicable to members of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting only.) 

For information, write or telephone 
SANDY BATES 

5350 Knox Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19144 

The Bible Association of Friends 
in America 

since 1829 has offered Bibles, New Testaments, 
and Portions free or at cost to Friends 
institutions, individuals, and others worldwide. 
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Write to: P.O. Box 3, Riverton, NJ 08077 

Friends' 
C E N T R A L • • 

For over 150 years ... 
• Excellence in academics 
• Respect for the individual 
• Community service 
• A diverse student body 
• Outstanding college 

placement 

Friends' Central School 
(610) 649-7440 ext. 208 

torcycle instead of walking. The time spent 
getting from point A to point B is less­
ened, but with the speed also comes loss of 
pleasure from the journey. As Shakespeare 
wrote, 'Things won are done, joy's soul 
lies in the doing." 

I enjoy the writing process-hartd­
forming those little characters on sheets 
of paper. What magic! It's possible, with 
only a small ink-filled tube artd a sheet of 
paper, to convey thoughts artd ideas that 
em make people stop artd consider, spark­
ing feelings of elation or rage, love or 
bitterness, generosity or hate, or the count­
less other hurnart emotions. 

It is argued this same magic em be 
performed on a computer, and it em be 
done more quickly artd efficiently. Per­
haps this is so. Still, when I write the final 
drafts on the computer (which is now, 
regrettably, my habit) I do not feel the 
same sense of solid pleasure as when I 
hartd write the initial drafts. The com­
puter stage of the writing process feels 
more laborious, like putting out a prod­
uct. This difference is comparable, per­
haps, to the difference between speaking 
face to face with someone artd holding a 
telephone conversation. In the latter a 
cenain physicalness is lacking that, for 
me, saps much of the pleasure from the 
act, causing it to be more calculated artd 
mechartical. On a computer, rather thart 
physically form each letter to convey our 
message, we strike a key artd the character 
appears almost instarttarteously via elec­
tronic trartsmission. Even typewriters will 
give one some sense of physicalness, for 
we see the words formed there in front of 
us in ink on paper instead of, in the case of 
computers, what appears to be the tele­
vised version of writing: characters that 
we cmnot touch or smell artd that seem to 
take form on some unearthly electronic 
plarte far beyond the humart realm. 

Trailing not far behind the purchase of 
our computer came the Internet. Now, 
even though we live in ]apart, thousartds 
of miles away from home, we em send 
electronic letters to friends artd family in 
a matter of minutes. No more need for 
that pesky snail mail, where you have to 
bother with envelopes artd stamps artd 
paper artd post offices (artd people). Elec­
tronic mail provides almost instarttarteous 
gratification in communications. Don't 
wartt the bother artd expense of talking 
on the phone? Just zap friends artd family 
with art electronic message. Life in the 
techno "First World" (read Fast W odd) 

has, since the introduction of electronic 
mail, gone into fast forward like never 
before. Now when someone from abroad 
wartts to come visit us in ]apart, plarts em 
be made in a matter of a few months, 
even weeks. "When should I come? Next 
month or the one afrer?" Let's move on 
these plarts. No time to waste. Life is 
short. Gotta get messages off fast. . . . 
With electronic mail, plarts are pushed 
ahead, the feel oflife becomes more rapid, 
as if the Earth's pulse has suddenly quick­
ened. Hurry up, think fast, move fast, 
respond with rapidity, they're waiting on 
the other side of the globe for art answer. 
Gotta have it today, tomorrow'll be much 
too late! And things will only speed up; 
soon electronic mail will be made obso­
lete by instartt messenger communica­
tions. Just this morning I read art ad for 
art instartt messenger service that breath­
lessly proclaimed, "E-mail is too slow!" 

So far much of the less-industrialized 
world has been spared the technological 
sweep of computers. When I lived in Mali, 
West Africa, a friend wart ted to visit, artd 
we went over the details, via the post, for 
several seasons. Letters were slow in arriv­
ing artd opened with much interest, the 
envelope showing wear from its long voy­
age: smudged, worn (perhaps even a tear 
or two), stamps artd scrawls marked by 
people from countries along the way. There 
are few telephones artd computers in Mali, 
so people make do with hartdwriting. Bus 
drivers often serve as long-distartce mes­
sengers, dispersing notes artd letters to 
waiting children in villages artd cities along 
the route, who then deliver them by hartd. 

Still, still . .. despite my complaints, 
my Luddite tendencies, my love for sim­
plicity in life, I will most likely continue to 
use a computer for writing, at least as long 
as I'm in J apart. It's a catch-22 here: if you 
wartt to publish your message about the 
beauty of plain living you'd best have it on 
disk Yet surely there must be a better way, 
a mems to communicate our written ideas 
to the world without chaining ourselves to 
the electric robot box, that emotionless 
rounder artd polisher of prose. (What about 
that crazy Cold Mountain poet in artcient 
China, I wonder, who went around writ­
ing his poems on buildings artd trees?) 

But enough of this scribbling. I hear 
art electronic beep artd a sigh of relief 
from the next room as Dawn finally in­
serts the magic disk artd her techno master 
blinks to life. Could ya move over, Dear? 
I gotta key in this essay. . . . 0 
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A Survey ofK-12 Friends Schools 
by Annette Breiling 

H ow do other Friends schools deal 
with religious and spiritual life 
issues?" This question was pre­

sented to me by the Board ofT rustees of 
Sandy Spring (Md.) Friends School in a 
June 1996 proposal for a survey of the 
Friends schools in the United States that 
serve students from kindergarten through 
12th grade. That summer a survey was 
developed incorporating input from the 
Sandy Spring Friends School Board, its 
Spiritual and Community Life Commit­
tee, and leaders of Sandy Spring Monthly 
Meeting. 

I conducted the survey in the 1996-
97 school year by visiting and interview­
ing in 15 of the then 17 Friends Council 
on Education member schools in the 
United States that serve kindergartners 
through 12th graders. In addition, help­
ful information and perspectives were 
supplied by the Friends Council on Edu­
cation, the Committee on Education of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, and nu­
merous other Friends. 

Enrollment in the 15 schools ranged 
from 305 to 1,060 students. One school 
is an all-girls school; the others are co­
educational. Two of the schools have an 
upper-school boarding program, while 
the rest are day schools at this time. 

Quaker enrollment ranged from 0.7 
percent to 20.2 percent while the per­
centage of Quakers on the school staffs 
ranged from 1.5 to 25.7. Figures of 
Quaker composition in schools must be 
viewed with caution, however, because 
the schools are not consistent in how 
they define "Quaker." In some schools, 
one has to be a full member of a Friends 
meeting to be classified as "Quaker," 
whereas in others a student or family 
merely has to attend a meeting or claim 
to be Quaker. 

All of the K-12 Friends schools in this 
survey are in the East, ranging from Rhode 
Island to North Carolina. Their settings 
vary. W'hile one thrives in the center of 
Brooklyn in a seven-story converted of-

Annette Breiling is head of Friends Meeting 
School in Ijamsville, Md., and a member of 
Sandy Spring (Md) Meeting. She attends 
Seneca Valley Worship Group. 
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fice building with a playground on top, 
another rests serenely on wooded land 
several miles from any significant hous­
ing development. 

Appearances and customs within the 
schools vary also. While dress is informal 
in most of the schools, one sees shirts and 
ties at one school and uniforms in an­
other. Students at some of the schools 
address their teachers by first name and 
that practice is claimed to be a significant 
part of being a "Friends school." At other 
schools teachers are addressed by their 
last names or there is a combination of 
teachers being addressed by first or last 
name depending on the teacher's prefer­
ence. Individuals interviewed at these 
schools indicated just as strong a com­
mitment to being a Friends school and 
did not see use of last names as in any 
way "unQuakerly." Finally, there is the 
practice in one of the schools of address­
ing teachers and administrators as 
"T hJh " "ThM" eac er o n or eac er ary. 

Despite the range of settings and prac­
tices at the Friends schools visited, there 
were some striking commonalities in the 
sincerity of commitment expressed to 
Friends beliefs and practices. In all schools, 
meeting for worship was described as 
central to the life of the school. It is 
described in school literature as "a time 
for silent reflection and thoughtful shar­
ing," "a powerful indication of the cen-

tral role that spiritual and moral concerns 
play in the life of our school," "the heart 
of the school," and the experience that 
"brings the presence of God into the 
midst of busy lives." 

There was abundant reference to "that 
of God" in all persons, and a resulting 
atmosphere of respect, acceptance, and 
valuing of diversity. (One head noted 
that Friends schools have much more 
racial diversity than their associated meet­
ings.) Decision making by consensus 
occurs regularly in all schools in board 
and faculty meetings; school programs 
place heavy emphasis on community ser­
vice and conflict resolution. Quaker tes­
timonies of simplicity, integrity, equality, 
and community are referred to frequently 
in the literature and practices of the 
schools. 

There were four special focuses for this 
survey: 1) whether the schools have a staff 
position to address and coordinate spiri­
tual life matters in the school, 2) what 
curriculum exists at lower-, middle-, and 
upper-schoollevels to address religion and 
Quaker beliefs, 3) the nature of relations 
between Friends schools and Friends meet­
ings, and 4) ways that schools embody a 
Quaker character. 

Sta./JPosition for Spiritual Life 
Some heads oppose designating a staff 

position for spiritual life, feeling this is 

15 



parallel to having a "Quaker chaplain," 
when everyone should assume responsi­
bility for a strong spiritual dimension in 
the school. Other non-Quaker heads felt 
such a position to be critical, believing 
themselves, as non-Friends, to be inad­
equately suited for this task. A couple of 
Quaker heads named themselves as the 
spiritual life coordinators, while yet an­
other Quaker head said it was difficult for 
her adequately to address spiritual life 
matters on top of the many other admin­
istrative tasks requiring her attention. In 
some schools the upper-school religion 
department head has the role of coordi- 1 
nating spiritual life school-wide; how- ·~:: 
ever, these individuals, who spend most t.t.; 

of their time in the upper school, tended ~ 
to report that they did not feel close ~ 
enough to the life of the lower school to ~ 
feel as effective with their spiritual life as 1..5 
they'd like to be. ~ 

Persons functioning as spiritual life ~ 
coordinators encountered differing de- ~ 
grees of acceptance among faculty col- ~ 

The 15 K-12 Friends Schools in the Survey 
..... ~ ..... t ~ l~~~ ~ ~ ~~ 

~ ,.§ ~1::2 lo.. ~ 1:::; ...... -~ &j &~ ~~ ~~ :::~ <:> 11'--. <:> ~ 0'~ ::S~<u ~ <:> 
"S <:> ~~ 

~~ ~~ &~ ~~ ""'~c:s~ ~~ 
V) ~ t;t,jC\ V)>-;.;; 

Abington Friends Jenkintown, Pa. 614 8.3 7.5 Yes 64 Abington MM* No 

Brooklyn Friends Brooklyn, N.Y. 906 1.5 5.3 No 53 New York QM No 

Carolina Friends Durham, N.C. 476 8.4 20.0 Yes 67 Durham MM 
Chapel ~ill MM Yes 

Friends Academy Long Island, N.Y. 718 1.1 5.4 No 50 Independent Yes 

Friends Central Wynnewood, Pa. 932 4.5 8.3 No 53 Independent Yes 

Friends Select Philadelphia, Pa. 486 11.9 12.0 No 57 Central Philadelphia MM 
4th & Arch Street MM Yes 

Friends Seminary New York, N.Y. 578 4.5 8.1 Yes 50 New York QM No 

Germantown Friends Philadelphia, Pa. 889 9.2 10.2 No 54 Germantown MM No 

Lincoln Providence, R.I. 321 0.3 1.6 Yes 11 Independent Yes 

Moses Brown Providence, R.I. 779 2.7 7. 1 No 4 1 New England YM Yes 

Sandy Spring Friends Sandy Spring, Md. 479 12.5 16.1 No 7 5 Sandy Spring MM 
Baltimore YM Yes 

Sidwell Friends Washington, D.C. 1,071 5.4 6.0 Yes 52 Independent Yes 

Westtown Westtown, Pa. 611 20.5 26.1 Yes 87 Philadelphia YM No 

William Penn Charter Philadelphia, Pa. 836 2.1 8.5 No 52 Independent Yes 

Wilmington Friends Wllm.ington, Del. 660 6.2 12.6 Yes 48 Wilmington MM Yes 

* MM = Monthly Meeting QM = Quarterly Meeting Yl'l1 = Yearly Meeting 
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Have you ever considered 
the advantages of a gift . 
annuzty to I 

Age Rate 
Annual Annuity Charitable 
Income Deduction 

65 7.0% $1,750 $9,079 

70 7.5% $1,875 $10,014 

75 8.2% $2,050 $11,002 

80 9.2% $2,300 $12,095 

85 10.5% $2,625 $ 13,249 

90 12.0% $3,000 $14,454 

How much can a retired 
person count on receiving 
from a gift annuity 
contract with the jouRNAL? 
Based on a $25,000 cash 
gift, the chart at left 
provides examples of 
possible gift annuity rates 
and tax savings available to 
those who participate in 
the jOURNAL's Gift Annuity 
Program. 

The minimum gift needed 
to establish a FRIENDS 
jOURNAL gift annuity is 
$5,000. (Over) 



Benefits of a gift annuity with FRIENDS joURNAL include: 

A Good Investment.-FRIFNDs jOURNAL is an independent Quaker publication 
that is not subsidized by Friends General Conference or any other Quaker 
service organization. With subscriptions covering less than half the cost of 
publication, your gifts are vital to the future of the jOURNAL and its work 
among Friends. 

Lifetime Income-Many retirees appreciate the security of knowing they will 
receive a check for the rest of their life. {Two-life arrangements are also 
available.) 

Saving.r on Taxe~A significant portion of your gift is tax deductible. A 
portion of the annual payments received is also tax-free. 

Capital Gains Savings-Savings on capital gains taxes are also possible when 
gifts of stock {rather than cash) are used to establish a gift annuity. 

For more information about the JouRNAL's Gift Annuity Program and other 
planned gift opportunities, simply return the attached card 



leagues. Having strong interpersonal and 
communication skills seems particularly 
important for someone in this role. An­
other factor influencing the success of 
this role appears to be the existing faculty 
culture in the school. Some faculties ap­
peared more open to having a spiritual 
life coordinator than did others. 

Religious/Spiritual Life 
Curriculum 

While meeting for worship and a belief 
in Quaker principles is integral to the life 
of all of the schools, there is considerable 
variation in formal curriculum pertaining 
to religion and spiritual life. 

At most lower schools, spiritual life 
curriculum is informal. Two lower schools 
have monthly queries for reflection; an­
other has "devotions"; another incorpo­
rates a third-grade unit on Quaker in­
volvement in the underground railroad 
into its social studies curriculum. One 
lower school has a formal peace studies 
curriculum at all grade levels, while yet 
another· is developing a series of instruc­
tional units in religion possibly to be 
introduced school-wide before meeting 
for worship. 

] Two-thirds of the middle schools of­
~ fer formal religion courses, mostly in 
§ Quakerism; one middle school incorpo­
~ rates Quaker history in its social studies 
~ curriculum. Two schools have formal con­
t:! flict resolution programs at this level, and 
~two talk of advisory groups that explore 
Ji spiritual matters. One middle school 

schedules "devotions." 
All of the upper schools pro­

vide formal coursework in relig­
ion. In four of the schools, this 
amounts to only one course, 
whereas in other schools there 
are extensive offerings. The most 

~ common course is Quakerism, 
~ in eleven schools. Next is com­
-~ parative or world religions in 
vs seven schools, followed by Bible 
1 in six schools, and ethics in five 
~ schools. 

~ Relationships between 
~ Friends Schools and 

Meeting.r 
Query. Do you ensure that schools under 

the care of Friends exemplify Friends' prin­
ciples? 

Advice: Friends' schools ... nurture stu­
dents spiritually and intellectually. . . . A 
meeting that has direct responsibility for a 
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Friends school, or that has any Friends school , 
in its community, should assist rhe school to 
maintain its Quaker character. 

-Baltimore Yearly Meeting 
Faith and Practice, 1988 

The preceding query and advice were 
read in October 1995 both at the Balti­
more Yearly Meeting Day and at the 
Sandy Spring (Md.) Monthly Meeting 
for Business. How can meetings assist 
Friends schools in maintaining their 
Quaker character? 

At its August 1996 session, Baltimore 
Yearly Meeting established an Ad Hoc 
Committee on Friends Schools to ex­
plore how the yearly meeting might re­
late to its Friends schools. The commit­
tee has looked to the Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting's committee on Friends schools, 
which offers extensive support to its 
schools. 

The nature of the 
ties of the survey 
schools with the local 
meetings varies con­
siderably. In some 
meetings there are no­
table misgivings ex­
pressed about the 
school; some have 
considerable positive 
involvement in the life 
of the school; and in 
some instances the 
meetings and schools 
run their own courses 
with minimal interac­

tion. Some meetings, for fear of unduly 
interfering in the affairs of the school, 
have backed away to the extent of what 
one school leader termed "benign ne­
glect," giving little guidance as to Quaker 
values and ideals. 

Tracing the Rainbow 
by 

Mary Hoxie Jones 

Mary Hoxie Jone is a 1926 
graduate of Mount Holyoke 
College and received an honor­
ary degree, "Doctor of Humane 
Letters,"from Haverford College 
in 1985. 

A former staff member of the 
American Friends Service Com­
mittee, she is at present a research 
associate of Quaker Studies at 
Haverford College and a partici­
pating member of an informal 
poetry writing group which meets 
at Kendal at Longwood where she 
resides. 

Travel, genealogy, and history 
have taken Mary Hoxie Jones into 
far places and times and provided 
the richness of background from 
which she writes of social, racial 
and political events as vividly as 
of Christ and resurrection. 

Price $9.95 each 
Make checks payable to: 

Haverford College. Mail to: 
Special Collections 
Haverford College 

Haverford, P A 19104 

17 



18 

Friends 
United 
Press 

Candles of joy, despite all the sadness, 
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch. 
Candles of courage for fears ever present 
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens, 
Candles of love to inspire all my living, 
Candles that will burn all the year long. 

- From The Mood of Christmas 

The Mood of Christmas 
by Howard Thurman 
127 pp, $10.50 
These brief meditations 
incorporate the hope, 
celebration, love, com­
passion and blessing of 
the Christmas season 
and encourage us to find 

them throughout the year. 
ISBN 0-913408-90-5 

The Beatitudes of Christmas 
by Jay Marshall 
100 pp, $9.95 
Jay Marshall's lightness 
and joy in the telling of 
these eight stories in­
creases the impact of 
their message for 
Christmas and all sea­
sons. "(Marshall) combines the story­
teller's ability to share anecdotes with 
the preacher's talent to connect them to 
Biblical truth," writes Tom Mullen. "In the 
process a small miracle occurs: Jay 
provides fresh insight about both 
Christmas and the Beatitudes." 
ISBN 0-944350-40-2 

Available from FGC Bookstore 
1-800-966-4556 

One monthly meeting, described by 
school staff as having backed away from 
the school for a while to avoid "med­
dling," stepped forth again to prepare a 
strongly and thoughtfully worded minute 
about Quaker standards for responsible 
behavior following a student "prank" at 
the school. The minute was distributed 
to the entire school community and was 
much appreciated by the administrator 
interviewed. He indicated that the im­
pact of the minute on the school com­
munity was almost as weighty as if God 
had spoken. 

Governance: Boards or school com­
mittees of the schools in the survey range 
in size from 14 to 31. Quaker member­
ship on these boards ranges from 11-87 
percent. Three of the boards have less 
than 50 percent Quaker membership re­
quired, three have more than two-thirds 
Friends, and the remaining boards are 
between half and two-thirds Quaker. 

Since not all Friends schools have a 
minimum 50 percent Quakers on their 
boards, the Friends Council on Educa­
tion approved a procedure whereby 
schools with fewer than 50 percent Quak­
ers on their boards can take alternative 
steps to be granted membership in the 
Friends Council. 

Heads and others speak of advantages 
of greater flexibility in finding strong board 
members in terms of both expertise and 
financial resources when given greater 
latitude to draw board members from a 
wider community than the local meet­
ings. However, the head of 
the school with the high­
est percentage of Friends 
on its board (87 percent) 
stated that his school's 
yearly meeting leadership 
provides an outstanding 
pool for board member­
ship with individuals well 
versed in Quaker leader­
ship. The high percentage 
of Quakers on his board 
has not detracted from the 
school's fundraising capac­
ity, as it ranks among the 
top seven Friends schools 
in this country in its an­
nual giving (exceeding a 
half million dollars) while 
ranking ninth in enroll­
ment. 

All but five of the fif­
teen schools are "under the 

care of'' a meeting, which is defined by the 
Friends Council on Education as having 
most board members approved by a 
monthly, quarterly, or yearly meeting. Half 
of the schools under the care of a meeting 
are separately incorporated while the other 
half are owned by their meetings-a yearly 
meeting in one case, a quarterly meeting in 
two cases, and monthly meetings in two 
cases. 

Funding: While the general issue of 
funding Quaker education is broader than 
the scope of this survey, the funding that 
comes from meetings is relevant. Phila­
delphia Yearly Meeting gives $10,000 
annually to both of its yearly meeting 
schools. In addition, there is a Tyson 
Fund, which supports projects in Phila­
delphia Yearly Meeting schools that en­
hance their Friends dimension. Several 
exciting projects were reported from 
schools in this yearly meeting using this 
fund-from assembly programs that sup­
port Quaker values to staff workshops in 
incorporating Friends values in the cur­
riculum. One head said his school had 
received $15,000 from this fund last year. 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting schools have 
a special advantage with this kind of fund­
ing available, while other Friends schools 
have to be more resourceful to accom­
plish the same objectives. A small endow­
ment fund, the Sue Thomas Turner 
Quaker Education Fund, has been estab­
lished in Baltimore Yearly Meeting to 
fund endeavors that support Friends val­
ues in its Friends schools. 



Most meetings have limited funds 
available for the support of Friends 
schools, as schools tend to become much 
larger business operations than the meet­
ings with which they are associated. When 
one considers the ministry that Friends 
schools provide, however, I believe meet­
ings would do well to ponder whether 
they can increase their financial support 
for Friends education. 

Friendly Admissions: Most (but not 
all) school personnel spoke of giving pri­
ority to Quakers in admissions and fi­
nancial aid decisions, other factors being 
equal. One school is particularly proac­
tive in recruiting Quaker students. Here, 
if the monthly meeting makes a $600 
contribution, the yearly meeting matches 
it; these two contributions may come on 
top of the school's contribution as deter­
mined by documented need, particularly 
for middle-income families. 

The "Q Factor':· Maintaining a 
QJ,iaker Character 

The term "Q Factor," or Quaker fac­
tor, used at one of the schools, succinctly 
summarizes the idea of the Friends di­
mension at Friends schools. What makes 
a school a Friends school? This question 
is asked repeatedly over the years in school 
after school. A related question framed 
by a board member is, "How does a 
Friends school institutionalize its Quaker 
character?" 

Is it by having a strong Quaker pres­
ence in the school? The percentage of 
Quaker students ranges from less than 1 
percent to over 20 percent. Should schools 
with less than 1 percent Quaker students 
not be considered truly Friends schools? 
Yet interviews at these schools revealed a 
deep commitment to Quaker belief and 
practice. The advices and queries devel­
oped at one of them convey Quaker 
ideals in a particularly outstanding fash­
ion. The Quaker head of the other school 
spoke with conviction of the centrality of 
meeting for worship in her school and 
the meaning it held for the students. 

Is it having a Quaker head? Seven of 
the schools have Quaker heads. At two of 
them, respondents indicated that their 
Quaker head was a primary factor influ­
encing the positive Quaker character of 
the school. Yet two of the Quaker staff at 
another school spoke just as glowingly of 
their non-Quaker head, describing the 
way he created a warm environment, 
modeled Quaker decision making, and 
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SEEKING PEACE 
Everyone's seeking 

peace, but few 

find it. Why? 

Most people are 

looking in the 

wrong direction. 

Seeking Peace by Johann Christoph Arnold 

$20.00, hardcover, 256 pp. 0·87486·958· 7 

~PLOUCH 
BREAKING THE SOIL FOR N EW SEEDS 

In his fifth book Arnold plumbs a wealth of 

spiritual traditions and the wisdom of ordi­

nary people who have found peace - some­

times in surprising places. There is a peace 

greater than personal fulfillment, he writes; 

a peace greater than nations no longer at 

war. It is waiting for everyone. But there's a 

catch: it can't be had without the readiness 

to "die to self." 

AVAILABLE IN BOOKSTORES, OR CALL PLOUGH TO ORDER 

1-800-521-8011 
KEYCODE CD009 

fire you drawn to a 
contemplatir;e life? 

To explore the contemplative · 
path in community and the way of 
solitary prayer, consider attending 
one of the programs sponsored by 
the School of the Spirit (a Quaker 
Ministry). 

Contemplatil'e J:jping and cJ>rayer 

Nine-Day Program 
June 18-27, 1999 

Three-Session Program 
Oct. 6-11, 1999 
Feb. 9-14, 2000 
June 7-12, 2000 

For information contact: The School of the Spirit 
c/o Kathryn Damiano, 450 Bancroft Rd. , Moylan, PA 19065 

610-891-6796 
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Celebrating our 40th year! 

Strong program of academic 
and experiential learning in a farm 

and forest setting. 

Students participate in small 
classes, family style living, growing 
food, caring for farm animals, and 

making community decisions. 

A Quaker school engaging 
students in fundamental values: 

respect for the integrity of individu­
als, peaceful resolution of conflict, 
stewardship of the land, the dignity 
of physical work, the importance of 
group process, and the persistent 

practice of intellectual and 
spiritual openness. 

Boarding Grades 9-12 
Postgraduate 

Financial aid available 

For more information, visit us at 
www.mv.com/ipusersltms 

call or write: 
telephone: (6o3) 899-3366 
email: office@tms.mv.com 
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The Meeting School 
s6 Thomas Rd. 

Rindge, NH 03461 

sought out their input on matters so that 
the process was emulated throughout the 
school. This same head indicated strong 
commitment to realizing the school's 
Quaker mission in written communica­
tions to parents and staff. 

Does being a Friends school mean the 
effective communication of Quaker ide­
als to those, Quaker and non-Quaker, in 
the school community? To this, I would 
say yes. Quaker presence helps, whether 
in the student body, the faculty and staff, 
or on the board, because it increases the 
likelihood that Quaker values will be un­
derstood and communicated effectively. 
However, the effective communication 
of Quaker principles appears even more 
critical than the number of Quakers 
present. 

What ideals should be in practice in a 
Friends school? One of the Quaker heads, 
Tom Farquhar, cites seven special charac­
teristics in a 1993 paper, "Distinctive Ele­
ments of Friends School Practice": 
• institutional acknowledgment of a spiri­
tual dimension in life, 
• regular meeting for worship, 
• sense-of-the-meeting decision making, 
• evidence of Friends testimonies in the 
school program, 
• optimism about human capacity to grow 
and change, 
• trust in the wisdom students bring to 
the classroom, 
• wish for perfection, to be reconciled 
with seeking balance in our lives. 

The first of these were easier to ob­
serve and clearly evident in each of the 
schools. The latter practices are harder to 
measure, but also appeared to be present, 
at least to some degree, in each of the 
schools. 

A 1996 paper, "The Testimonies," by 
another prominent Quaker educator at 
the college level, Paul Lacey, gives further 
clarity to Friends testimonies relating to 
Friends school practices. Lacey traces how 
fundamental testimonies have changed 
over the years as contexts have changed. 
Thus while George Fox was led "to cry 
out against all forms of music," this testi­
mony is no longer in practice. Lacey cites 
as contemporary testimonies for our 
schools: integrity, equality, simplicity, 
peace, and justice. 

Does being a Friends school mean 
that decisions are made in the manner of 
Friends? The reason for the Quaker style 
or broad-based decision making in con-

trast to more "corporate style" hierarchi­
cal decision making is that "truth" or the 
best outcome is more likely to be found 
when many voices and perspectives are 
considered. All of the schools practice 
Quaker decision making in board and 
faculty meetings, but there were indica­
tions of tension in some of the schools 
related to some administrative decisions 
made in a more hierarchical fashion and 
not allowing for sufficient input from 
critical parties. This tension was particu­
larly pronounced in some schools with 
regard to personnel actions when no griev­
ance procedure was in place. 

"A Friends school is not a Friends 
meeting," say many school administra­
tors and the leaders of the Friends Coun­
cil on Education in distinguishing be­
tween decision making in Friends meet­
ings and schools. One head described the 
satisfaction the local meeting felt about 
their year-and-a-half process of deciding 
about the rug in a certain room. He 
noted that it is well and good for a meet­
ing to spend a year and a half on such a 
decision, but that such a process is not 
practical in a school setting with its con­
stant deadlines. 

I believe it remains a challenge for 
leaders in Friends schools to discern when 
hierarchical decision making is appropri­
ate and when other voices need to be 
heard to arrive at the best outcome. 

Concluding Remarks 
All in all, Friends beliefs and practices 

are taken seriously at all of the schools 
that were part of this survey as evidenced 
in their literature and in conversations 
with key leaders in the schools. I found 
abundant evidence of the positive effects 
of Quaker values on the lives and prac­
tices of students and staff within the 
schools. 

There were also indications that there 
are continuing challenges to those in 
Friends schools to live up to their highest 
Quaker ideals. It should be no surprise or 
cause for shame that the practice ofF riends 
principles is not viewed as universally 
successful in Friends schools. And the 
rightness or wrongness of a particular 
action or event may be viewed differently 
if explored more fully from different per­
spectives. 

While there are challenges, there is 
much to celebrate. Quaker beliefs and 
practices are alive and well in today' s 
K-12 Friends schools. D 
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one 
Sykes 

by Linda Hibbs 

0 n a balmy June evening in 1986, 
Brinton Visitors Leonard and 
Martha Dan, from Claremont, 

California, came to our meeting in Santa 
Fe, and Martha spoke to us about affini­
ties in the spiritual experience of Hindus 
and Quakers. Martha and Leonard had 
lived and traveled in India. Our family 
(Elliott, me, our sons Jon and Patrick) 
were about to begin sabbatical travel to 
India, Nepal, and Tibet, and we shared 
with the Darts that we desired to meet 
Gandhians in India, persons who had 
worked with Gandhi and those who were 
still doing the work of his constructive 
program in rural villages. 

Martha opened her address book with 
irs golden orb of friends of theirs in India. 
One of them was Marjorie Sykes, an En­
glish woman who had gone to Madras in 
1928 to be a teacher at the Bentinck girls 
school, after her studies at Cambridge 

Linda Hibbs is a member of Santa Fe (N Mex.) 
Meeting. This article first appeared in A Letter 
to Friends: Newsletter of the Santa Fe Monthly 
Meeting and in Friends Bulletin. 
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University. Marjorie was 81, and she lived 
at Rasulia Friends Centre, a Quaker com­
munity in Madhya Pradesh that she had 
returned to many times during her 59 
years in India. Marjorie was a Gandhian, 
and she was also a Quaker, becoming one 
during her fellowship with Quakers in 
Madras. 

In mid-June one year later, we were 
with Marjorie Sykes in her simple cottage. 
We came to Central India by overnight 
train from Delhi and a tonga took us to 
the rural center a few miles outside of 
Hoshangabad. Marjorie welcomed us into 
her home. Soon, we were seated around 
her table, eating simple, nourishing grains 
that she had prepared for our noon meal. 
She then invited us to rest during pan of 

the hot afternoon. 
We had tea with the receptive di-

rector of Rasulia, Panap Aggarwal, 
who told us about their natural farm­
ing experiment inspired by Masanobu 
Fukuoka's work in Japan, recorded 
in Fukuoka' s book, One-Straw Revo-
lution. Called rishi kheti (or regenera­
tive agriculture), seeds are broadcast 
into unplowed fields. The natural 

population of worms, insects, and soil 
bacteria aerates and works 
the soil. No pesticides or fer­
tilizers are added. Various ro­
tations of crops and methods 
of controlling the weeds had 
been tried at the farm during 
the eight years of pursuing 
Fukuoka's experimental 
agronomy. As the sun set, 
we walked together through 
paths of Rasulia' s fields. 
Partap saw a snake, whose 
body was rising vertically out 
of the tangle of crops. We 
paused to watch its mating 
dance as the light faded, and . 
then we returned to the cot­
tage for dinner and a deep 
sleep: to be with Friends was 
to be home. Rasulia Friends 
Centre has had a history of .. 
Quaker presence since 1873.~ 

We remember Marjorie's ~ 
tranquility and her discipline~ 
during our rwo-day visit.~ 
Meals were exactly on time,~ 
as announced beforehand. ~ 
We came forthright to the~ 
table, summoned by a bell d 

help, and our conversation was guided by 
her questions. Elliott recalls her crispness 
throughout the day, as we wilted in the 
fierce heat. The next morning, after we ate 
creamy, cooked cereal, slightly sweetened 
with honey, we attended the staff meeting 
of the center and joined in the work: Jon 
and Patrick tended the cattle herd ·and 
gathered dung for the biogas system; Elliott 
and I sacked rice in the granary. 

That evening, we gathered around 
Marjorie's table for another delicious sup­
per of organic grains and vegetables from 
the gardens. Afterward, in the quiet peace 
of her cottage, she sewed a garment and 
told us about T agore, whose school, 
Santiniketan, north of Calcutta, became 
her home in 1939. Asked byTagore to be 
the "representative of English culture," 
she learned Bengali, as she had learned 
T arnil during her ten years in Madras, and 
translated some of the Nobel writer's sto­
ries and plays into English. She shared 
with us that night some stories about her 
three-year residency in Nagaland. At the 
request of the Indian government, she 
traveled from village to village as a media­
tor, to stabilize the newly won peace settle­
ment between the Indian government and 

that she rang. She prepared Marjorie Sykes at the Bentlnck School for Girls In 
the food alone, not wishing Madras, India, in the 1930s 
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FRIENDS 
HOSPITAL 

Healing 

the 

Mind 

Hospital has been helping those with 

serious mental illness. Treatment is 

available for children, adolescents, 

adults, and older adults at our main 

Philadelphia campus and in suburban 

outpatient offices. 

Friends Hospital, a Quaker hospital, 

was founded to provide 'mor-al treatment' 

for those experiencing mental and 

emotional illnesses. 

For further information about outpatient, 
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inpatient, or residential treatment, call for 

a free brochure: 215-831-4770. 

4641 Roosevelt Boulevard 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19124 

215-831-4600 

At Sevagram, Gandhi's 
ashram, In the 1950s 

stood the subtle differences in 
the way that T agore and 
Gandhi lived out that belie£ 

The integrity of personal 
liberty was something T agore 
sought to protect. What is 
right livelihood between the 
freedom of the individual to 
pursue personal vision and re­
sponsible service to all mem­
bers of community? Marjorie 

1: wrote that this question is al­
Q ways renewed, one of those 

.-.ilf1ti4ii';';.I!ICI ~:~ eternal paradoxes in our lives. 
~ T agore warned against ob-

• ~ serving acts of discipline, such 
~as the taking of oaths, impor­
~tant to Gandhi, if not done 
~with compassion. Marjorie 

::..:::::_.....:...=~~ d saw the creative tension of 
Tagore's life in the South In­

dian Shiva dance of creation, where peace 
is the simultaneity of a "still centre," and 
"the adventure of spontaneous move­
ment." 

the Naga people in northeastern India 
afrer ten years of war. 

The next day we linked arms with 
Marjorie, Partap, and the tonga driver for 
a final photograph and departed for 
Wardha, where we stayed at Sevagram, 
Gandhi's ashram, and one more home of 
Marjorie's in India. The year she went to 
live at Santiniketan, 1939, she also met 
Gandhi. Her first view of T agore and 
Gandhi, on separate occasions, was to see 
them wreathed by the children of 
Santiniketan and Sevagram. 

There was much back and forth be­
tween Santiniketan and Sevagram in those 
years. A close relationship between the 
two men, seen in affectionate teasing of 
one another (Tagore to Gandhi, "so you 
are going on another one of your 'arrest 
cures"'). There was serious need for each 
other's support during critical times, such 
as when T agore finally came to Gandhi's 
side during his fast to protest the "Poona 
Pact," which would have established sepa­
rate electorates for Muslim, Hindu, and 
"untouchables." 

Both men were united in their belief 
that self-rule (swara;) was the core of any 
reform, whether a change in our lives as 
individuals or a social program. To give 
yourself to the other, whether divine pres­
ence or another person, "you must possess 
yourself, you must know yourself, you 
must rule yourself," is a profound teach­
ing in India. It came to be a radiating core 
in the life of Marjorie Sykes, who under-

Gandhi always turned his thoughts to 
implementing the social program (his "ex­
periments in truth") that would carry out 
his vision-whether it was a way to break 
down the caste system in India, or to bring 
"heart unity" to Muslims and Hindus, or 
to give ordinary people a way to improve 
their lives in their villages. How to design 
an educational program so all could learn 
from the work done to sustain the natural 
life cycle? This was the challenge of 
Gandhi's educational program, which in­
cluded everyone, from the youngest to the 
oldest, and began with homely concerns. 
Inspecting the sanitation system was part 
of any village tour Gandhi made, using his 
own labor to demonstrate ways to im­
prove it, if that was needed. His program 
went on to encompass the life o( the spirit, 
or the "reality of the ongoing life ener­
gies," in Marjorie's words. Healing the 
whole person was the essence of Gandhi's 
"new education" (Nai Talim). The Nai 
T alim program was the heart of Marjorie 
Sykes' work as a teacher in India. 

Gandhi asked her to be the principal of 
his basic education program at Sevagram 
in 1945, when she was on her way to 
England to research a biography of C.F. 
Andrews, who was a confidante of both 
Gandhi and T agore. She did not go to 
Sevagram until 1949. The community 
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Friends United Meeting 
Triennial Sessions • July 14-18, 1999 

The College of William and Mary 
Williamsburg, Virginia, USA 

"Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?" (Isaiah 6:9) 

Bible studies, speakers, workshops and business sessions will center on this 
theme as we seek God's direction together. FUM's missionaries and field 
workers will be plenary speakers and Bible study leaders. Steve Pedigo, 
FUM field staff, and co-pastor of the Chicago Fellowship of Friends, will 
deliver the Johnson Lecture on Thursday evening. 

Reserve the dates of July 14-18 1999, for a week of fellowship, worship and 
discernment for all ages at the FUM Triennial, Williamsburg, Virginia. 

For information: Friends United Meeting (765) 962-7573 • www.FUM.org 
Steve Pedigo (left) will speak Thursday. 

* AFSC !~~~~i!~o~ks •bout sociM justice, Quak=, p~~. 
conflict resolution, women's and men's studies, Native Americans, African Americans, 
the Middle East, Asia and the Pacific, Mexico, Latin America, ecology and many other 
subjects. 
We offer an outstanding selection of childrens bilingual and spanish language 

Our books for children are selected to: 
CELEBRATE DIVERSITY NOURISH THE SPIRIT 
Less Than Half, More Than Whole - Lacapa 
Tony learns that being different can be special. 
DEVELOP APPRECIATION 

$14.95 Peace Begins with You- Scholes $7.70 

Some of the Days of Everett Anderson - Clifton $5.95 
Poems for each day catch the exuberance of a six year old. 
ENCOURAGE CREATIVITY 
Harriet and the Promised Land - Lawrence 
The story of Harriet Tubman in rhyme. 

AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 
980 N. Fair Oaks Avenue Pasadena, CA 91103 

Phone (626) 791-1978 Fax (626) 791-2205 
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$5.99 

Why and how peace should be preserved. 
BRING LAUGHTER 
Three Little Wolves and The Big Bad Pig­
Trivizas -A modem twist to an old story. 
EXPLORE LANGUAGES 

$5.99 

Magic Dogs of the Volcanos - Argueta $6.95 
Spanish/English- One of the best for kids age 4- 10. 

Order books by mail, phone, or e-mail. 
Visa & Master Card accepted 
For our complete book list see our website -
www .afsc.org 
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THE F,_GC 
Boor<store 
~!yare ~itly 

Jlrrie!Ws 
W:lyis ~li~a~ 

~easnn 

~!yare <l@uaker 
~nbentunbings 
A special one-time offer of 5 issues of 
Quaker Home Service and 
Woodbrooke's Quaker Resoutces for 
Learning Study Pack • 1994-95, 
3 1-39 pp. each • 

Worship i11 
Song: A 
Friends 
Hymt~al 
FGC, 1996, 
404 pp . • 
$20.00 

(hard or spiral); 
$25.00 (large print) 

Wisdoms 
Daughters ~!yare 
'ir:-lrit•s of ~tories 
\\'onwu. Wisdom~ ...... lies 

J' • US Daughters: 
r!wtfJc:th Stories of 
( • \\·~~~"" Women 

Around jesus 
by Elizabeth Watson • Pilgrim, 
1997, 167 pp. • $12.95 

Pictorial Guide to the Quaker Tapestry 
Based on text from Britain Yearly 
Meeting's C hristian Faith and Practice. • 
1998, 96 pp. • $16.00 

-----~~ $17.50 for the 

J!'lyure ~piritual Ifiiues 
Listening Spirituality: Persot~al 
Spiritual Practices Among Frimds by 
Patricia Loring • Openings Press, 
1997, 207 pp. • $12.00 ..... .. ... -- ser if you order 

in 1998. Tides 
include: jesus in 
His Relationships, 
Parables of the 
Kingdom, 
Experience of Worship, 
Readings on Worship, Playing 
God: Theological Issues i11 

[._,..·-=-.,·--=-•-=-"' Gmetic Manipulation 

For a free catalog or to order, call: 

I -800-966-4 556 
ORE-MArL: bookstore@fgc.quaker.org 

Friends General Conference Bookstore 
1216 Arch Street, 2B ~ 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 lm!li 

Julia Yong Kang '98 

"Friends' Central's eagerness to develop the 
academic, intellectual, athletic, and 

spiritual interests of the student body creates 
a fine learning atmosphere. Most 

importantly, the nourishing community 
shapes each student into a weD-prepared 

and independent individual eager to 
accept new challenges." 

Student Council President UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

PHilADELPHIA REsiDENT Service Committee President 
Friends' Central School Service Award 

Model United Nations 
Captain, Varsity Field Hockey and Lacrosse 

Philadelphia Classical Society Distinguished Latin Award 
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Lower School 
Grades Pre-K - 4 
228 Old Gulph Road 
Wynnewood, PA 19096-1 098 
610-642-7575 

Upper/Middle School 
Grades 5 • 12 
I I 0 I City Avenue 
Wynnewood, PA I 9096-3480 
610-649-7440 

was still centered on Gandhi's programs 
of reform, though Gandhi was no longer 
there. He was assassinated the year before 
in Delhi, through the tragedy that fol­
lowed partition of India and Pakistan, 
separating Hindu and Muslim. Marjorie 
stayed at Sevagram ten years, training 
teachers in the Nai Talim program. From 
Sevagram, she moved to the Nilgiri Hills, 
where she lived with two Quaker friends, 
Alice Barnes and Mary Barr. She contin­
ued her farming and writing and brought 
the Nai Talim program to nearby villag­
ers. From her home in the "blue hills," she 
began to journey out-to the Pacific Rim 
in 1974-75, to be Friend-in-Residence at 
Pendle Hill and Woodbrooke, to write 
her book, Q!takers in India. Also, through 
her newsletter, The Friendly Way, a grow­
ing network of Friends in Asia were 
brought closer. We received The Friendly 
Way in Santa Fe for several years. 

Martha Dart, who sent us to Marjorie, 
wrote a lovely biography ofMarjorie Sykes, 
published in 1993. In it, Maggie Stein 
Squire describes Marjorie's Nilgiri home 
from the "hidden view of childhood": 

Marjorie's home was on the side of a steep 
mountain in South India in the Nilgiri Hills 
(known as the Blue Hills). There were hun­
dreds of steps, steps that had just been cut out 
of the earth. There were many eucalyptus 
trees, and being up in the hills, it was often 
misty and fairly cold, with the strange smell 
from the eucalyptus tree resin. We could hardly 
contain our excitement at going down and 
would take shon cuts by sliding down stretches 
ofbare earth. At the end of the steps, halfway 
down this bit of the mountain, was this place 
that looked like a shepherd's hut made of 
stone. This was where Marjorie lived when 
she wasn't on a journey. It had no running 
water; all the water came from a hand pump. 
There was no electricity, so we used a lamp, 
once it got dark. I actually cannot remember 
much about the inside of the small house. I 
just remember that there was very little in it. It 
had a deep sense of peace, and I thought it was 
wonderful. 

I was fonunate to see Marjorie in one 
more setting, her room at Swarthmore, a 
Quaker retirement home outside of Lon­
don. An English Quaker friend offered to 
drive me there in September 1994. She 
was that day, just as Martha Dart de­
scribes her," . .. in her comfortable chair 
by her basement window . . . with a 
grassroots view of the sloping lawn out­
side and the birds in the bushes whenever 
she looks up from the clipboard and the 
current writing on her knee." And Maggie 
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Stein Squire's description of 
her, during a visit to Rasulia 
in 1962, was exactly right 
in her 89th year, one year 
before she died, "She was 
not a comfortable, cuddly 
person. She was gaunt and 

~ handsome of features. I 
'4 thought she had a beauti­
~ ful face but the beauty of a 
~ rugged mountain and the 
b eyes of an eagle." 
~ Marjorie and I talked 
~ about my family's visit to 
d Rasulia and about her re-

cent book, an editing of Tending her garden In Kotaglrl, late 1960s 
Geoffrey Maw's Narmada, 
the Lifo of a !Uver. She found his diaries in Venus and Mars that I had bought the day 
1990 in Selly Oak College library, next before in the gift shop of the National 
door to Woodbrooke in Birmingham. Gallery. I had studied the painting that 
They were sometimes written "in pencil day in the gallery, and indeed, Marjorie 
so faint as to be barely decipherable" and was a goddess oflove who had tamed the 
on paper "so brittle with age that sheets lie god of war, in herself and in a life fulfilled 
in fragments." Maw was an English Quaker through acts of nonviolence. She under-
who lived nearly 40 years in the region stood nonviolence to be, as Gandhi did, a 
where Rasulia Friends Centre is located in "passion of the soul," and "the final flower 
Central India. His account of the natural of truth." 
beauty of the Narmada river and its holy I remember, above all, Marjorie's radi-
places, and encounters with the rishis and ant smile. Her laser-like intensity of pur-
sadhus who were pilgrims along the paths pose and her constant cleaving to careful 
that he traveled himself, became a magic truth were combined in a life of adventure 
carpet, and I was in Madhya Pradesh again. and scholarship, a rarity of bloom. We, a 
Also, Marjorie spoke of the book she was U.S. Quaker family on our own quest that 
currently writing, Indian Tapestry, which year in India, had the good fortune to 
expands on Quaker connections in India. breathe in that bloom by being in her 

I gave her a paperweight that showed a presence, and her bloom is more than 
detail from Sandro Botticelli's painting of memory. 0 

Linda Hibbs and her family at the Rasulla Centre with the tonga driver, Rasulla's 
director, and Marjorie Sykes, 1987 
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Excelling 
IN A CHANGING WORLD 

Pre-K to 12th grade 

17th & Benjamin Franklin Parkway 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 191 o 3 - 1 2 84 

215-561-5900 

\Vay Has 
C1~cncd 

for Students 
with Learning 
Differences 

College Preparatory • Grades 7·12 • & Summer School 

Call (610)640-4150 for information 

DELAWARE VALLEY FRIENDS SCHOOL 

19 E. Central Avenue, Paoli, PA 19301 

Admission Tours held monthly November - May 

Madeleine Yaude and Red Stephenson, 

Richly illustrated with more than fifty 
original photographs, and observations 

from 46 years together, this extraordinary 
book clearly describes "how it was". 

It is also an insightful guide for anyone 
considering humanitarian service work. 

$21.00 includes taxes and shipping 

J Intentional Productions 
~- PO Box 94814, Pasadena, CA 91109 

(626) 79 1-8715 
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Tour England: 
The Birthplace of 

Quakerism 

June 14-29,1999 

with John Punshon 

John Punshon, Professor of Quaker 
Studies at Earlham School of Religion, 
and his wife, Veronica, will lead their 
fifth group to the historic sites associ­
ated with the rise of Quakerism. A 
sampling: Bunhill Fields in London, 
William Penn's Jordans, Pendle Hill, 
Firbank Fell, the Quaker tapestries at 
Kendal, Swarthmoor Hall, the Ironbridge 
Gorge, Coventry Cathedral, the Tower of 
London, York Minster, and Earlham Hall 
in Norwich. Experience the Royal 
Shakespeare Company at Stratford. 
Travel by private bus. Accommodations 
in superior to first class hotels. 

For further information, contact 
John Owen, Earlham College, 
Drawer 193, Richmond, IN 47374-4095 
or phone 765/983-1631. 
E-mail: <Johno@earlham.edu>. 

News 
An antiracism working group emerged from 
the 1998 Friends General Conference Gath­
ering in River Falls, Wisconsin. An interra­
cial group of over 40 Quakers initiated the 
program to support Friends in antiracism 
work. The group's express purpose is to 
address personal, institutional, and organi­
zational racism within the Religious Society 
of Friends. A seven-member steering com­
mittee is making arrangements for a confer­
ence in spring of 1999. For more informa­
tion contact the co-clerks, Joan Broadfield of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting at (610) 874-
5860, or Paul Ricketts of Ohio Valley Yearly 
Meeting at (219) 456-9179. 

Frances Crowe ofMt. Toby (Mass.) Meeting 
was arrested on August 6. Crowe and nine 
others were arrested as they attempted to 
conduct a nonviolent citizens' weapons in­
spection at the U.S. Navy Sub Base in Groton, 
Conn. They were part of a larger group of75 
people from New York and New England 
who had gathered at the base entrance to sing, 
pray, and hear speeches calling for disarma­
ment and separation of the economic sanctions 
against Iraq from its weapons inspections. 
Crowe also was part of a protest in which the 
members poured their own blood on a sign 
after walking into the Andover Plant of 
Raytheon to protest the U.S. military buildup 
against Iraq. The protesters were not allowed 
to give their statements, found guilty of tres­
passing, and sentenced to six hours of com­
munity service. (From Mt. Toby Meeting news­
letter, Sept. 1998) 

Nebraska Yearly Meeting minuted its sup­
port of Friends of Jesus ministers in its 
June sessions. Mid-America Yearly Meeting 
rescinded its recording of Dorothy Craven 
and Dorian Bales as ministers because of 
Friends of Jesus statements supporting gay 
and lesbian issues. Friends of Jesus is a 
community based on a radical commitment 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and is dedi­
cated to serving the poor and oppressed. 
Their inner-city ministry was supported by 
meetings associated with both NYM and 
MAYM. MAYM had issued a statement say­
ing, "We believe that homosexuality is an 
inappropriate expression of the Creator's plan 
for human sexuality." Craven and Bales, rwo 
of the founders ofF riends of Jesus, appealed 
the decision of MA YM because the meeting 
did not "labor lovingly and prayerfully" with 
them, according to the yearly meeting's re­
quirements, and because there was lack of 
unity about rescinding their recording. NYM' s 
minute invited a more formal relationship 
with Friends of Jesus, stating their apprecia­
tion for and recognition of the labors of 
Craven and Bales. (From Friends of]esus Com­
munity newsletter, july 1998, and Quaker 
Life, Sept. 1998) 
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Bulletin Board 

Upcoming Events 

December-lnela-Bolivia Yearly Meeting 

December 15- 21- Central and Southern 
Africa Yearly Meeting 

December 27- 30-Congo Yearly Meeting 

December 29-Aotearoa/New Zealand Yearly 
Meeting 

(The annual Caleruuzr ofYearly Meetings, which 
includes locations and contact information 
for yearly meetings and other gatherings, is 
available from FWCC, 1506 Race St., Phila­
delphia, PA 19102.) 

Resources 

•Mennonite Media has launched the Third 
Way Caft web site to engage the Internet­
using public on the intersection of Christian 
faith and current issues. The site includes 
commentary on government and faith issues 
from writers in Canada and the United States; 
a family and personal issues column; a section 
on "who are the Mennonites?"; and a discus­
sion/feedback section currently featuring 
the issue of capital punishment. The Third 
Way Caft can be found at <WWW.thirdway. 
com>. 

•The Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts an­
nounces their online Quaker photo and art 
gallery. The "Lemonade Gallery," showcasing 
contemporary Quaker art, was seen at the 
FGC Gathering this summer. FQA plans to 
expand this online gallery with additional ex­
hibits of Quaker work as way opens. You will 
find the gallery at <www.quaker.org/fqa>. 

•If you are a Pro-Life vegetarian, you may 
want to join the Prolife Vegetarian E-lise. To 
join send e-mail to <macnair@ionet.net> and 
ask to be included. 

Opportunities 

•Members of Dorchester and Weymouth 
meeting in England invite meetings world­
wide to submit photographs of their meeting­
houses and of groups of Friends. These pho­
tos will be part of an exhibit, "Quakers: A 
Friendly History," in February and March 
1999. The photos will be kept as a permanent 
record and cannot be returned. Dorchester 
and Weymouth Friends also would like any 
information you may have about how Quak­
ers came to your part of the world, especially 
if they came from southwest England. Send 
your photos and any information about your 
meeting to Jo Scott, 44 Parkmead Rd., Wyke 
Regis, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 9NW, 
England. 
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P A X 
WORLD 

FUND 

Responsible 
Balanced 

Consistent 

A Socially Responsible Balanced Mutual Fund: 
Established in 1970, Pax World Fund was the first 
mutual fund to adopt comprehensive social and envi­
ronmenta l screens. At least 25% of the Fund's assets 
are maintained in fixed-income securities or cash 
equivalents at all times, providing a cushion from the 
Auctuations of the stock market. 

6/98 

No Sales Ouges or redempion fees and a low ($250) 
minimum initial investment make investing easy. 

Average Annual Total 
Returns As Of 6/30/98' 

Call Today 

1-800-767-1729 
1-Vr: 23.81 % 
5-Vr: 15.28% 

10-Vr: 13.30% 

www.paxfund.com 

20-Vr: 

sna 

'Tolol return figures include the reinvestment of dividends ond rep­
..-rt post perfonnonce, which is no guarantee of future results. 
For more complete information, including charges and expenses, 
please call for a prospectus which should be reod carefully before 
illYeSiing. Investment return and principal value may rise or fa ll. 
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Review Essay 

Bayard Rustin-Radical Pacifist Quaker 
Bayard Rustin: Troubles l ve Seen 
By jervis Anderson. HarperCollim, New 
York, 1997. 418 pages. $30 hardcover. 

I 've belonged to every minority group 
possible-communist, socialist, radical 
pacifist, Quaker, black, and homosexual," 

Bayard Rustin said to me in 1950. I was 
driving him home to West Chester, Penn­
sylvania. He'd just devastated Swarthmore 
College students in a compulsory assembly 
address. He'd presented his views on the 
efficacy of nonviolent direct action to ob­
tain peace, racial justice, and social har­
mony. His extraordinary oratory skills caused 
them to respond emotionally to his life story. 
He had the students standing, singing spiri­
tuals, and clapping and swaying with him. 
Later many students would denounce him 
for his skillful manipulation of them, for his 
having overcome their defenses and caused 
them to let down their guard. In rejecting 
the medium they also rejected the message 
and Bayard's radicalism. 

I could not know then that I would 
become lifelong friends with Bayard, work­
ing with him in New York City on planning 
and executing demonstrations, including the 
May 17, 1957, March on Washington (his­
tory prefers to remember the more famous 
1963 march). Most exciting during the late 
1950s was participating with him and others 
in strategic discussions at the Friday Night 
Discussion Group in Greenwich Village at 
the home of Robert Gilmore, Friend and 
head of the first American Friends Service 
Committee Office in New York City. At 
these sessions Bayard would involve people in 
weighing the pros and cons of various alterna­
tive strategies of direct action. 

In 1956 Bayard wanted me to go to 
Alabama to work with the Montgomery 
Improvement Association, so he arranged 
an interview with Martin Luther King Jr., 
who invited me to join him, but AFSC 
would not release me from my commitment 
to work for them in New York as a consci­
entious objector. I helped Bayard at points 
of personal crisis (I had a VW bus and three 
times helped him move). 

After leaving the United States in 1968 I 
always saw him when back on leave, in New 
York City, at Scotland Farm in the New 
York Berkshires, or he would visit my base 
in Sheffield, Massachusetts. On one visit he 
tried to repair an old pedal organ I'd picked 
up. He loved beautiful things, antiques, and 
had a rare collection of locks and keys. On 
another visit he taught my daughter Sara to 
drive in his Morgan (a "skill" he'd only just 
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acquired in 1972). 
Bayard had an extraordi­

nary ability to focus on the 
person he was with, to listen 
and learn, to ask critical and 
pointed questions to tap their 
experience. When I worked 
for AFSC as youth secretary I 
ran workcamps, UN semi­
nars, mental hospital service 
units, and other programs. 
Bayard was always available 
as a resource person and par­
ticipant. I'll never forget how 
at Manhattan State Hospital 
his singing of "When the 
Saints Come Marching In" was able to stir 
patients drugged by Thorazine out of their 
lethargy and move them to dance and sing. 

Bayard used to wear a Kashmiri fur hat 
I'd given to him (which the press denounced 
as "Russian" as if to prove he was commu­
nist). He admired it once at a demonstra­
tion, and I immediately handed it to him 
(he'd told me a vest he wore was presented to 
him by Nehru after he had admired it). 

To be sent a copy of the first biography of 
Bayard Rustin was a welcome event. The 
Bayard I knew shines through in many ways, 
but not completely. 

Bayard Rustin: Troubles I've Seen is a 
political biography of Bayard's public lives. 
H is Quakerism and what it meant to him is 
not captured fully. The author is sympa­
thetic to both Bayard and Quakers, but has 
failed to adequately tap this side of Bayard. 
Jervis Anderson labored on this study for 
eight years. Unfortunately, key potential 
sources that might have made for a more 
rounded biography, like A. J. Muste and 
Robert W. Gilmore, had already passed away. 
Yet this is an informative and readable biog­
raphy. 

Bayard Rustin was born out-of-wedlock 
(the child of his "older sister") on 17 March 
1912 in West Chester, Pennsylvania, where 
he was raised by his grandparents as their 
youngest child. He graduated in 1932 from 
the local high school where he was the first 
nonwhite to win an award for public speak­
ing. In the next four years Bayard studied at 
Wtlberforce University, Ohio, and Cheyney 
State Teachers College in Pennsylvania, but 
he was asked to withdraw from both because 
of misconduct (what he did is not recorded, 
but it is implied that the troubles related to 
Bayard's sexual preference). At both institu­
tions he showed promise, particularly in 

~ music. He developed differ­
~ enr forms of speech-he 
(j could shifr to an impressive 

. Oxford accent, and he used 
1-his voice as a form of power 
a and control. 
~ In 1937 Bayard joined 
;-AFSC's Emergency Peace 
K. Campaign, and he never 
~ looked back. He remained 
.~ an activist for the next 50 
~ years. At 25 he was "a young 
~ intellectual well known for 
§ his firm Quaker-pacifist con-
c, .. " H d N ~ vtcuons. e move to ew 

York City and berween 1938 
and 1941 was a "student" at City College 
New York, where he became associated with 
the Young Communist League. He was 
attracted to the communists because of their 
position on racial issues. In 1941 he led a 
YCL campaign against segregation in the 
armed forces, which the communists can­
celled following Hitler's invasion of the So­
viet Union. This flip in policy caused Bayard 
to break with the communists and be for­
ever cautious of them. Yet his years with 
them during the 1950s and 1960s and his 
homosexuality became a double "cross" he 
had to bear. 

Bayard moved to the American Socialist 
Party and joined A. Philip Randolph, then 
head of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Por­
ters, who in rnid-1941 was organizing a March 
on Washington to protest the exclusion of 
black workers from the armaments industry. 
When Randolph called off the march Bayard 
left him to begin working with the predomi­
nately white pacifist movement. He joined 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, then led by A. 
]. Muste, in September 1941, for $15 a 
week, as field secretary for youth and general 
affairs. He was instructed to spread the mes-. 
sage of pacifism and organize cells across the 
United States. In March 1943 Bayard was 
released by FOR to work with Randolph's 
March on Washington movement to "urge 
blacks to resist all laws that violated their 
basic rights as citizens." When FOR estab­
lished CORE (Congress of Racial Equality) 
Bayard was released to be its first field orga­
mzer. 

During World War II Bayard, as a Quaker, 
could have been recognized as a C.O., but 
he tried to educate his Draft Board, and in 
January 1944 he was arrested and sentenced 
to three years in federal prison for violating 
the Selective Service Act. Even within prison 
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he developed tactics of Gandhian nonvio­
lent direct action to deal with conditions 
and segregation. In June 1946 he was re­
leased from prison and returned to FOR as 
eo-race relations secretary (along with George 
Houser}. Together they implemented the 
Journey of Reconciliation, inviting arrest by 
sitting in the front of buses to achieve the 
desegregation of interstate buses and in sup­
port of a recent Supreme Court ruling that 
the companies were ignoring. They were 
not always successful. In Hillsboro, North 
Carolina, in early 1947, Bayard was arrested 
with three others. They lost their appeals, 
and the NAACP refused to appeal to the 
Supreme Court as the ticket stubs that proved 
they were interstate passengers were lost. 
Bayard served 22 days on a chain gang in 
1949. His articles resulted in prison reforms. 

Until January 1953 he was active for 
FOR in the early campaigns against nuclear 
weapons and in favor of unilateral disarma­
ment, working closely with War Resisters 
League, Catholic Worker, Women's Inter­
national League for Peace and Freedom, and 
others in an ad hoc group called Peacemak­
ers. After 12 years working for FOR, the 
leadership (mainly A J. Muste} terminated 
Bayard's employment because he was ar­
rested and served 60 days in jail in California 
on a "morals charge." He now had three 
labels thrown at him: communist, draft 
dodger, homosexual. 

These epithets during the 1950s and 
1960s would be used to discredit his work 
and cause him to withdraw or refuse recog­
nition. Bayard was part of the team that 
wrote Speak T rnth to Power for AFSC in 
1954, but at his request his name does not 
appear on it. Stephen Cary, the coordinator 
of Speak Truth to Power, recalled many years 
later that "Bayard was the key person. Not 
only could he argue with Pickus and Mayer 
on their own terms; he could also quote 
Aristotle and Locke as easily as they did. So 
he became the great reconciler among us ... 
without him it could never have been writ­
ten." 

Bayard's time working for Martin Luther 
King Jr., Montgomery Improvement Asso­
ciation, and Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference was turbulent and contradic­
tory because of the allegations against him. 
Yet eventually his abilities and accomplish­
ments shone through. Bayard was instru­
mental in transforming King into a militant 
Gandhi an. 

Bayard went through a difficult period in 
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"The book .... captures the dynamic spirit of this noted 

though often neglected woman in history. " 

- BOOKLIST 

"Bryant ably limns the dilemma for a person who believes in equality but risks 

economic and social distress to live by thaJ belief .... Useful." 
- KIRKUS REVIEWS 

Ages 12 and up · 22 black-and-white photographs 
• Hardcover ISBN: o-8028-5II5-0 . $15.00 
·Paperback ISBN i o-8028-5098-7 • $:tli8oo 1\'\ 
At b lest 657° EERDMANS BooKs 

your oo ore, d 
or call 1-800-253-7521 for Young Rea ers 
FAX: 6l6-459-6540 255 Jefferson Ave S.E./Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 

E-mail: wbesales@eerdmans.com an imprint ofWM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING Co. 

• • 
THE MINISTRY OF WRITING EMPHASIS 

--------<~ 

PUBI1SHERSOF1RUIH 
A Quaker tradition nurtured at Earlham School of Religion 

The written word 
provides a powerful medium for ministry. 

Earlham School of Religion offers you 
the unique opportunity to focus on 

the ministry of writing and its many forms. 

A Quaker Seminary offering 
Master of Divinity, Master of Ministry and 

MaSier of Ans degrees in a supportive, 
Christ-centered, learning community. 

Call Nancy Nelson at 
HI00-432-1377 
for more information about 
Ministry of Writing opportunities. 

• 228 College Avenue, Richmond, Indiana 47374 • 
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Oakwood Friends School 
located in the historical Hudson Valley, 75 miles north of New York City 

Coed boarding and day school for grades 7-ll and postgraduate 

Rigorous college preparatory curriculum 
Visual and performing arts 
Strong, nurturing community 
International Program 

Small class size 
UniqueSemor Program 
Athletic Program 
Community Service 

* Sixth grade to open FaD 1999 * 
Please contact the Admissions Office, 515 South Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 

(914) 462-4200 I www.o-f-s.org 

1951 Delta Avenue West Branch, Iowa 52358-8507 

Education research informs us that in order to be effective, 
learning must be comprehensive. Learning must take place within many 
settings - the classroom, the home, the community, the workplace and at 
one's place of worship. Scattergood Friends School encompasses all of these 
elements. Our challenging college preparatory curriculum is enhanced 
by dormitory living, a learning community comprised of students and those 
who teach, a work-crew and farm program, and Friends Worship. 
Value based education has been the foundation for 
academic excellence at Scattergood since its founding in 1890. 

For more infonnation, call319-643-7628, or; 319-643-7600. 
World Wide Web: http://www.scattergood.org 

E-mail address: SFS1njo@Scattergood.org 
Fax number: 319-643-7485 

1953 until War Resisters League hired him 
as executive secretary (they were eager to 
have him), a post he held for the next 12 
years. In 1965 he became the founding 
director of the A. Philip Randolph Institute, 
a base created to allow Bayard to continue 
his civil rights, peace, and international hu­
man rights activities. 

Bayard discovered the international peace 
movement in 1948. He was selected by 
AFSC to attend an international pacifist 
conference in India, a country he had wanted 
to visit for many years. He was well received 
by Quakers in the United Kingdom and the 
International FOR and WRL. In 1952, 
through George Houser and Bill Sutherland, 
Bayard made contact with the African Na­
tional Congress. As a consequence FOR 
launched Americans for South African Re­
sistance, which soon was transformed into 
rhe American Committee on Africa. Bayard 
made his first trip to Africa in 1952, spon­
sored by AFSC and FOR, with the inten­
tion of linking pacifists in America to the 
independence struggles in the Gold Coast 
and Nigeria. In Ghana he mer with Kwame 
Nkrumah and in Nigeria with Nnamdi 
Azikiwe. 

In 1953 he was invited by Azikiwe to 
spend six months in Nigeria training "young 
activists in the techniques of nonviolent resis­
tance." FOR agreed to release him, bur his 
arrest in California terminated these plans. 
We will never know what a difference he 
might have made to future events in Nigeria 
if he had planted a seed of peaceful civil 
disobedience. 

After Bayard established himself with 
WRL he was able to resume his interna­
tional activities. He made friends with Ken­
neth Kaunda, Julius Nyerere, and others. 
He gained recognition as the American 
Gandhian guru. In 1959 he was in Ghana 
helping to run the Sahara Project, a nonvio­
lent protest against French nuclear testing. 
In 1962, foiJowing Tanganyika's indepen­
dence, he joined World Peace Brigade in 
launching a satyagraha invasion of Nonhern 
Rhodesia that was cancelled by Kaunda when 
the British made concessions. 

Bayard represented Freedom House as 
an observer at elections in Zimbabwe in 
1979 and 1980. He made three trips to 
South Africa between 1983 and 1986 and 
designed a program called Project South 
Africa ro assisr grassroots social organiza­
tions promoting democratic decision mak­
ing. Bayard was concerned about the future 
of a post-apartheid South Africa and sought 
ways ro promote democracy. He also dis­
agreed with a total boycott because of irs 
impact: 'T oral sanctions, he believed, might 
so devastate the national economy as to 
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paralyze the movement for nonracial de­
mocracy." 

In his final decades Bayard turned more 
to politics and the labor movement. To a 
new generation of young radicals he was 
seen as a sell-out, Jew lover, and "Uncle 
Tom." This last hurt him. He died on 20 
August 1987, at age 75, of cardiac arrest 
brought on by a perforated appendix. 

At his memorial services it was remem­
bered that Bayard was "a first-class organizer, 
logician, tactician, mobilizer, peacemaker, 
strategist, and coalition builder" and the con­
stants in Bayard's life were "a reverence for 
the institutions of democracy, a belief in 
individual liberty, an abiding faith in reason 
and the intellectual process; a profound be­
lief in the capacity of the individual citizen to 
better his or her condition; the concomitant 
willingness to acknowledge and accept the 
responsibility of one's ideas and actions." 
Bayard was one of the great Q uakers of the 
20th century, a compassionate man, whose 
message will endure. 

Bayard Rustin: Behind the 
Scenes of the Civil Rights 
Movement 
By james Haskins. Hyperion Books for Chil­
dren, New York, 1997.121 pages. $14.951 
paperback. James Haskins is professor of 
English at the University of Florida and 
the author of over 1 00 books, mainly for 
young adults. These include Black Dance 
in America, Black Music in America, Rosa 
Parks: My Story, Freet:Wm Rides, and The 
March on Washington. 

As the subtitle indicates, this book 
focuses on aspects of the civil rights 
movement. The author has a number of 
objectives: he is writing about "Black 
heroes," and he is writing to provide 
role models to empower black youth. A 
consequence of this militant perspective 
is that the book becomes a polemic that 
negates Bayard Rustin's personal com­
mitment to equality and brotherhood. 
There is only one reference to A. J. 
Muste and George Houser and none to 
many other colleagues that Bayard lived 
and worked with. Ironically the book is 
better in some places than the more 
complete biography. For example, the 
significant difference between North­
ern Rhodesia and Zambia is recognized. 

-Sheldon Weeks 

Sheldon G. Weeks is co-clerk of Botswana 
Meeting. This essay is reprinted with permis­
sion from Southern Africa Quaker News, 
Botswana Series, March 1998. 
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Signe Wilkinson's 
"A Gardener's Calendar 1999" 

orHow to Grow the $735 Tomato! 

For real gardeners who get down in the 
dirt and aren't afraid to poke fun at their 
own horticultural addictions-not your 
traditional gardening calendar of 
impossible-to-achieve plantings. 

A year's worth of good humor by Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist (and 
Quaker) Signe Wilkinson, regular contributor to the pages of Friends 
Journal. With functional, as well as funny, gardening tips and well­
composted reminders for the committed gardener. 

An ideal holiday gift. $12.95 plus $2 postage from Friends Journal , 
1216 Arch St., 2A, Philadelphia, PA 19107, (215) 563-8629. 
Visa/ Mastercard purchases welcome. Available while supplies last. 

F 
HENRY 

REEMAN 
105 North Fourth Street 
Centerville, IN 47330 

ASSOCIATES 3298 Bristol Road 
Chalfont, PA 18914 

Phone: 800-707-1920 

With offices near Richmond, Indiana and in the Philadelphia area, Henry 
Freeman Associates provides services to organizations and institutions 
throughout the country, with many clients located along the eastern sea­
board (Washington, D.C. to Boston) and in the midwest. Fundraising 
services include capital campaign planning, major gift work, planned giving, 
development program evaluation, foundation research and annual giving. 
Organizational development services include training, strategic planning, 
organizational analysis, board development, and time management. 

Recent Friends-affiliated clients include: 
Pendle Hill, Earlham College, Friends General Conference, Friends World 
Committee, Friends Journal, Friends United Meeting, Friends Council on 
Education, and Cambridge Friends School. 

We invite you to contact us. 

Display 
Ad 

Deadlines 

Reservations are required for display ads in FRIENDS JoURNAL. 

January issue: Reserve space by November 9. 
Ads must be received by November 16. 

February issue: Reserve space by Decmber 7. 
Ads must be received by December 14. 

Ad rate is $28 per column inch. 

FRIENDS 
JOURNAL 
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BENJAMIN 
crhe Meetinghouse Mouse :) .. 

by Benjamin, as told to Clifford Pfeil, 
with illustrations by John D. Gummere 

If you remember the Benjamin stories 
in past issues, you will be. happy to share 
them-now in book form-with your 
children, grandchildren, and Friends! 

I 

Look for Benjamin in Friends bookstores or order direcdy from FRIENDS jOURNAL: 

Please send me __ copies of Benjamin @ $6.oo each, plus $2.00 shipping and handling 
($3.50 for shipping and handling outside U.S., Canada, and Mexico). My check is enclosed. 

Nrune ______________________________________________________ __ 

Ad~ess-------------------------
City---------------------------State __ ZIP----­

Country, if other than U.S.-------------------­

Please mail to FRIENDS jOURNAL, m6 Arch Street, 2A, Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835. 
If any questions please call (215) 563-8629. 
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A retirement community 
with many opportunities. 

A non-profit retirement community and healthcare provider 
operated by members of the Religious Society of Friends. 

Residential Apartments • Assisted Living/Personal Care • Skilled Nursing Care 

1120 Meetinghouse Road • Gwynedd PA 19436 
fgwynedd@aol.com • www.foulkeways.org 

For more information, call Nancy B. Gold, ~ ll"'rJ~,+I'III 
Director of Admissions, at 215-643-2200. 
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Sojourners No 
More: The 
Quakers in the 

Section 

New South, 1865-1920. 
By Damon D. Hickey. North Carolina Friends 
Historical Society and North Carolina Yearly 
Meeting of Friends, Greensboro, 1997. xvi + 
175 pages. $20/paperback. 

Bringing much to our knowledge ofNorth 
Carolina Quaker history, Drunon Hickey's 
Sojourners No More is a scholarly, yet read­
able, work about Quakers in the South after 
the Civil War. The book begins with a brief 
history of Quakers in North Carolina and the 
traits, such as a lack of division among Friends 
and their isolation within a slave economy, 
that set them apart from Quakers in other 
regions. After the war, Friends experienced 
new growth in the region with the assistance 
of the Baltimore Association and regained the 
numbers that were lost in years past. The 
renewed yearly meeting was soon confronted 
with new ideas and practices that would con­
tinue to ·challenge them for the rest of the 
20th century. The tensions between the tradi­
tionalists and the progressives within the yearly 
meeting heightened with disagreements about 
the role of evangelism, increased ties to a 
national Quaker community, and the begin­
nings of a pastoral system. Also at issue was 
the impact of these trends on previously dis­
tinctive features of Quakerism. 

A key point in the · history is the long 
avoided division among North Carolina 
Friends and the establishment ofNorth Caro­
lina Yearly Meeting (Conservative) in 1903. 
Notable about this split is the length of time 
Friends worked to avoid the final outcome 
and the relatively runicable way in which it 
took place. North Carolina Friends had man­
aged to survive the 19th century intact, but 
could not continue to compromise when faced 
with the complex issues in an era without the 
isolation of the slave culture. The remainder 
of the book explores the conflicts among the 
members remaining in the larger North Caro­
lina Yearly Meeting that would continue 
throughout the 20th century. 

North Carolina Friends are brought to 
life with anecdotes and illustrations of the 
key players in the story. Influential indi­
vidual North Carolina Friends, such as 
Nathan Hunt, NereusMendenhall, and Mary 
Mendenhall Hobbs, are shown. Other key 
individuals and organizations who provided 
assistance and leadership, like Francis King 
and the Baltimore Association, Allen Jay, 
and Joseph Moore, came from other yearly 
meetings and illustrate the connections 
runong Friends. Quotations from the letters 
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and writings of these and other Friends add 
to our understanding ofindividuals' cares :l!ld 
concerns during a time of struggle among 
Friends. 

Hickey's book is an essential read for those 
wishing to have a better understanding about 
the place of North Carolina Quakers in the 
20th century and the issues they still struggle 
with today. The lack offootnotes may bother 
those who enjoy the details of historical re­
search, but the inclusion of an essay on sources 
fills much of the gap. As the conclusion illus­
trates, questions about the role of ministers, 
the need for leaders, and the conflict between 
the past and the future continue to face us 
today. Friends from differing traditions and 
geographical regions can learn much by read­
ing about the choices faced by North Caro­
lina Friends in the "New South." 

-Gwendolyn Gosney Erickson 

Gwendo~n Gomey Erickson is the librarian/ 
archivist in the Friends Historical CoUection at 
Guilford CoUege and a member of Rich Square 
(N. C) Meeting. 

Home Town Tales 
By Philip Gulley. Multnomah Publishers, 
Sisters, Oreg., 1998. 219 pages. $12.991 
hardcover. 

Do you sometimes feel when you are 
visiting a place, that you have been there 
before? You only have to read Philip Gulley's 
new book Home Town Tales and you will 
find you are in such a place, a small town 
with people you seem to know. You statt to 
learn about their lives, their experiences, and 
their stories. Philip will introduce you to 
Harve Ellis and how he was able, in a most 
remarkable way, to cure young Phil's warts. 
You will meet the wonderful Sister Rosalie 
and have lunch with Paul Harvey, even if 
you don't like tuna fish sandwiches. You will 
feel so comfottable in his hometown as you 
savor the pulse and heattbeat of its human 
condition. Phil is a natural storyteller, and 
his new book continues, as in Front Porch 
Tales, to tell about the lives of the people he 
knows. As he weaves his stories we begin to 
learn a lot more about Phil Gulley. His boy­
hood, marriage, children, and his work as a 
Quaker pastor. He builds into each of his 
stories facets of his own experiences that create 
a spiritual foundation that can speak to our 
own condition. 

From my own WW II experiences, I was 
deeply moved by his story "History Lessons," 
from which we learn that pacifism is some­
thing that has to be learned, that it does not 
come from slogans and carrying signs but is 
rooted in the teachings of Jesus and must 
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become a way of life, the very core of our 
human fabric. For this to happen each of us 
must find a way to become peacemakers and 
peace keepers. 

Phil also explains in detail in "Bath People" 
why Jesus was a bath person, not a shower 
person, and I begin to think maybe it is time 
for me to make a change. 

I had a friend, a young man, dying of a 
brain tumor. In his last months I spent time 
with him each day reading from Phil's book. 
He looked forward to the stories. He found in 
them a way to face his own ending. I know he 
would have wanted to hear more of the Home 
Town Tales. 

Phil Gulley gives us a way to look at 
ourselves without, as he says, being a "Bully 
Pastor." W e accept what he says when 
he speaks of love, joy, peace, patience, kind­
ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control. 

For anyone who is ready to look for change 
in his or her own life or even ready to accept 
what he or she has, then this book is a won­
derful beginning, a way to open the door of 
the hean to life's experiences. 

- George Rubin 

George Rubin is a member of Manhasset (N.Y.) 
Meeting. He serves as clerk of the Personnel 
Committee of New York Year~ Meeting and is 
active with FWCC andAFSC 

Wisdom's Daughters: Stories 
ofWomen around Jesus 
By Elizabeth G. Watron. Pilgrim Press, 
Cleveland, Ohio, 1997. 167 pages. $12.951 
paperback. 

Elizabeth Watson is a beloved elder, or 
crone, as she sometimes names herself, 
amongst North American Friends. The pub­
lication of this book makes her ministry more 
widely accessible to those who know her and 
gives the oppottuniry for a whole new group 
of readers to share her wisdom. 

Wt.rdom s Daughters enters into the lives 
of 14 women whom the Gospel writers saw 
as bit players in the Jesus story. Elizabeth 
Watson has lived with the Gospels and the 
snippets of these women's lives until she has 
been able to embody them into whole people 
whose experiences changed their lives. Hence, 
we hear of the mother of the sons of Zebedee, 
self-envisioned as an "ordinary housewife," 
who sees a new opening for herself as a child 
of the Light: "I pray that I may learn to walk 
in the Light day after day, wherever it may 
lead me, even to the end of the world. I want 
to be wonhy to live a new life in the commu­
nity of God. Let it be." Each of these encoun-
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ters also brings Jesus ofNazareth into focus as 
a person who respected women and learned 
from them. 

In addition to these personal reconstruc­
tions, Elizabeth shares her wide knowledge in 
a series of comments on each woman, giving 
academic information in a lively, personalized 
manner. Each chapter ends with a series of 
reflections. In the Quaker tradition these are 
called Queries as they lead the reader to con­
sider how their own life has been touched by 
the experience. The reflections can be used as 
a personal meditative discipline or will also be 
useful for a study group. 

I have been privileged to hear Elizabeth 
introduce these women friends over the years, 
and I came to this book with a sense of excite­
ment in being able to meet them again. I was 
not disappointed. Indeed I felt as though I 
had the privilege of entering into the stories 
more deeply than before and that I will con­
tinue to be challenged by the reflections. Thank 
you, Elizabeth. 

-Anne Thomas 

Anne Thomas is a member of Ottawa (Ont.} 
Meeting and serves as interim pastor of New 
Castle (Ind.) Meeting. 

Look Closely at the Child: 
Christmas Poems 
By Arthur 0. Roberts. Barclay Press, 
Newberg, Oregon, 1997. 67 pages. $171 
hardcover. 

Staying close to his careful reading of 
Hebrew and Christian scriptures, yet view­
ing the folk we meet there through his own 
experience today, Arthur Roberts gives us clear 
and kindly Christmas poems that will serve 
equally well any other time of year. 

Look Close!J at the Child begins with ten 
pieces written in first person and based on 
specific Old Testament references. Speakers 
express their messianic longings for peace, 
freedom, redemption, for a rising sun ofhope, 
a Comforter, for the City of God. In one a 
builder envisions Messiah "laying a plumb 
line of righteousness." I like the author's sug­
gestion of staging these poems as a conversa­
tional circle. 

Herod, Zechariah, Elizabeth, and Anna, 
as well as angels, shepherds, and a potential 
innkeeper in all of us, are among those 
featured in nativity poems that follow. "Hope 
massaged his muscles every morning," the 
poet says in one of two pieces where old 
Simeon nearly dances across the page as he 
recognizes in baby Jesus the long expected 
Messiah. Five of these poems take the form of 
loving, private conversations between Mary 
and Joseph, including one that leads up to 

their first knowing one another sexually. I 
didn't find that believable, but then, what an 
awesome assignment for any poet! 

Arthur Roberts is professor-at-large at 
George Fox University in Oregon. This is 
his seventh book, but the first collection of 
poetry since 1985. Except for a single rhymed 
poem, which seems contrived, his style here is 
comfottably informal. Each line is centered, 
so that the print on a page sometimes seemed 
to offer me a shape to try on the human 
subject. 

A final section of the book is headed "Con­
temporary Applications." While I found these 
uneven and sometimes weakened by a final 
"tying up" better left to the reader, they 
included my favorites. "Night Watch" de­
lighted me by taking into account the view 
and experience of those of us who, like 
Bethlehem shepherds, work the night shift. 
And I was moved by "In Transit," where 
the author identifies some modern counter­
parts of the refugees, Mary and Joseph and 
their small child, on a busy highway in a 
pickup truck loaded with household goods. 
It closes: 

In my scenario I have words to say 
to the young mother and the father, 
to Maria and Jose. Herod is dead, 
but even in Nazareth lurk those 
who, in one guise or another, 
would destroy the Child. 
Beware! 

Readings from Look Closery at the Child 
could fit well in sermon or Christmas pro­
gram. I found it a quick and pleasant read and 
an invitation to reconsider my own "take" on 
the players in our precious and powerful Christ­
mas story. 

-]aneal Turnbull Ravndal 

]aneal Ravndal is a social worker and writer of 
poems who lives at Pendle Hill with her teacher 
husband, Chris. 

Previous Convictions and 
End-of-the-Millennium 
Quakerism 
By Christine Trevett. (1997 Swarthmore 
Lecture.) Quaker Home Service, London, 
1997. 198 pages. $14/paperback. 

The author is a professor of religious stud­
ies who admits that, despite being in a posi­
tion to know better, she is a Christian when 
she could just be a Quaker. Such touches of 
humor enliven the writing. In the first section, 
Trevett discusses her own and the broader 
Society's confusion over Quaker identity. She 
fears Quakers have become "seekers" who 
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have lost sight of "by what" and "to what." 
With the large percentage of newcomers (con­
vinced Friends), a common knowledge of 
Christianity and the Bible no longer exists. 
She observes that today many meetings wel­
come any faith or belief except Christianity. 
Her views are supported by references to so­
ciological studies and observations by ocher 
contemporary Quakers. 

Without a shared perception of the Spirit, 
discernment can degenerate into decisions and 
actions chat are mutually acceptable. Such a 
process is both different and diminished from 
traditional Quaker practice. The greatest threat 
to meetings is the breach between those who 
have experienced and believe in a gathered 
meeting and chose intent on following their 
own insights. The author feels chat this breach 
is more significant chan the differences be­
tween Christocentric and universalist Friends. 
A robust individual and corporate relation­
ship with chat which is the object of our faith 
and the faith itself makes us Quakers. Friends 
must accurately pass on chis faith, so chat each 
generation can interpret it iri a way chat allows 
them to form a meaningful, metaphoric rev­
elation of God. 

The second half of the book is titled "Faith, 
Values, and Their Transmission." One chap­
ter discusses the responsibility of members to 
teach and suggests chat Quakers too often 
shy away from both teaching and corporate 
learning because of fear about the divisions 
chat would be revealed. Each chapter presents 
a way to convey faith and practice: commu­
nity, reueat centers, journaling, children's pro­
grams, and prophetic ministry. New to me 
was the proposal for a "Quaker catechism" 
for chose who seek membership. Trevett as­
sures the reader she does not envision any­
thing doctrinal. She feels an education in the 
traditions and practices of Quakers would 
help newcomers understand the context and 
tests chat Friends use when forming indi­
vidual convictions. 

The second section didn't engage my in­
terest as fully as the first. Most meetings are 
attempting at least some of these methods. 
They require ongoing perseverance. Although 
the suggestion for a standard, required course 
for membership was the only startling idea, I 
know continuing consideration of how we 
receive, deliver, and pass on our unique rev­
elation is important. 

During the years I spent in Alaska, I expe­
rienced the divisions addressed in chis book. I 
felt that isolation and the lack of seasoned 
Quakers in our midst were major causes. It 
was a revelation to read chat British Friends 
suuggle with the same issues. I suspect the 
topics will resonate in many unprogrammed, 
North American meetings. The entire book 
and individual sections provide excellent rna-

terial for study and discussion groups. It be­
longs in meeting libraries. 

-judith Monroe 

judith Monroe is a member of Anchorage 
{Akz.ska) Meeting. She is a previous clerk of that 
meeting and a member of the FRIENDS jOURNAL 
Board of Managers. Retired ftom the Akz.ska 
State Library, she currently attends meeting in 
Victoria, B. C 

Heaven on Earth: Quakers 
and the Second Coming 
By Ben Pink Dandelion, Dougkz.s Gwyn, and 
Timothy Peat. Curlew Productions and 
Woodbrooke College, Kelso, Scotland, 1998. 
271 pages, indexed. $15/paperback. 

This small paperback with the fiery red 
cover offers a fresh framework for examining 
ourselves as Friends. I chink it will have the 
same impact on our chinking as some histori­
ans did a generation ago by placing early 
Friends firmly in the "radical Puritan," rather 
chan the "mystical," category. 

The book is a fruit of the collaborative 
teaching last year at W oodbrooke by the three 
authors and includes some spiritual autobi­
ography and theological reflection. It begins 
with the early Church's perspective that was 
shaped by the First Coming-the recent life 
ofJesus. The early Church's focus was mainly 
on Christ's Second Coming and its impact 
on the Christian community. Paul, in his 
writings, expects the Second Coming in his 
lifetime or shortly afterwards. Since this did 
not happen, the subsequent history of the 
Church has been of looking to the Second 
Coming as a future event. Some churches 
have had a more immediate expectation of the 
apocalypse chan others, but for all denomina­
tions it became a future event-until Friends 
came along and turned eschatology upside 
down. 

The first generation of Friends had the 
audacity to say that the Second Coming had 
arrived, because Christ was now living in the 
hearts of all who would accept him. The end 
of the world, as it had been, had occurred. 
This challenged the whole fabric of civil soci­

. ety, since it implied that God, and not the 
government or monarch, was now ruling, and 
the old order was over. It also challenged 
conventional Calvinist Puritan doctrine chat 
only the elect would be saved. Believing God's 
grace was available to all, Friends claimed the 
equality of women as preachers alongside men 
and chat non-Christians could be saved. No 
wonder they were thrown into jail. 

This is the radical, Spirit-filled religious 
movement I thought I had joined. So what 
happened? The authors say Friends serried 
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into the quietist period, which did not lose 
sight of the Living Presence, but certainly 
muted it. Then two separate paths were taken. 
First, as evangelicalism became the dominant 
force in British and North American Quaker­
ism, Friends associated with other Christian 
churches in mission and relief work. They 
absorbed those churches' assumptions of the 
Second Coming as a future event. 

The liberal influences that brought about 
a subsequent turnaround in Britain and 
elsewhere in the first decades of this century 
had a different consequence. Right doctrine 
seemed to matter less than spiritual "seeking" 
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and conformity of 
practice. Not to 
believe in the divin­
ity of Christ, a 
Second Coming, 
or anything other 
than transforming 
the present world, 
seemed to be ac­
ceptable for mem­
bership as a Friend. 

The authors' 
conclusion is that 
for some Friends, 
not only has Quak­
erism lost its cru­

cial distinctive of rea.Li.zed eschatology, for which 
their forebears suffered, but for others, the 
whole issue has become irrelevant anyway. So 
both evangelicals and many liberals have lost 
sight of what was to the first Friends probably 
the most important distinctive of all: that the 
coming of Christ Jesus, to "teach His people 
Himself' was, and is, the Second Coming, 
and we can all still be part of it if we are open 
to God's work. 

-Margaret Fraser 

Margaret Fraser is dean of Pendle Hill the 
QU4ker center for study and contemplation. 
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Songs of Inspiration and 
Meditation by Cynthia Strom 

The Iron Bridge 
By David Morse. Harcourt Brace and Co., 
San Diego, Calif, 1998. 463 pages. $251 
hardcover. 

One would think that reading chapter af­
ter chapter about the politics and technology 
behind the preparation for construction of 
the world's first iron bridge would be tedious. 
All I know is that three-quarters of the way 
through The Iron Bridge I stopped to ask 
myself if I shouldn't be bored. The thought 
quickly flitted away as I eagerly plunged back 
into this historical/sci-fi novel set in an En­
glish Quaker community during the latter 
pan of the 18th century. 

Historical/sci-fi? Yes, this latest contribu­
tion to a slowly accumulating body of Quaker 
science fiction is set in the past, during our 
"quietist" period. Like the other novels of this 
motley collection, The Iron Bridge presumes 
that ecological and social devastation occur in 
our near future. But following that premise, 
the storyline takes a different direction from 
all the others. Rather than struggling to 
establish an idealized (Quaker) community 
off-planet, the visionaries of Morse's post­
destruction era respond by sending one of 
themselves into the past to change history. 
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Maggie Foster arrives in Shropshire in 
1773. Her mission is to influence Abraham 
Darby III, the Quaker ironmonger destined 
to build the historic iron bridge across the 
Severn Gorge in 1779. If Maggie can sabotage 
the design of that bridge, causing it to col­
lapse, perhaps people will lose their faith in 
iron, and the Industrial Revolution will be 
diverted from its course, preventing or delay­
ing the ruin to come. 

Maggie becomes a member of the Darby 
household, slowly winning the respect, trust, 
and love of all the family. The greatest 
strength of this novel-an unusual quality 
in science fiction-is the development of its 
characters and their relationships. The reader 
becomes acquainted with Friends of those 
years not in abstract, or as generalizations, 
but as fully developed and unique individu­
als, each one relating differently, but au­
thentically, to his or her Quaker faith and to 
the challenges of the times. 

The most compelling character is Maggie 
herself, who lives in a confused loneliness 
of unsharable memories and secrets as she 

Interview 

Chuck Fager speaks with 
David Morse, the author of 
The Iron Bridge 

CF: The historical setting in the novel, 
Shropshire in the 1770s, seems very detailed 
and convincing. H ow did you go about 
researching its history? Did you spend much 
time in the area? What resources did you 
use? 

DM: I visited Ironbridge Gorge several 
times; also Liverpool and London, where 
parts of the novel are set. Much of the histori­
cal research was done in local English librar­
ies, which include original sources such as 
ledgers and correspondence. Nothing excites 
me so much in research as handling those 
old papers, with their fading brown ink 
and remnants of wax seals. At the Royal 
Society, I even tried on Joseph Priestley's 
spectacles. 

Published works also helped, including the 
journal of Abiah Darby, a Quaker minister 
and mother of Abraham Darby III; as well as 
secondary sources. Local historians and mu­
seum curators were helpful personally. 

To capture the language of the era, I lis­
tened to tapes of older speakers and tried to 
extrapolate from them with the help of his­
torical dictionaries. Old maps and engrav­
ings, including one of a Quaker meeting, 
helped further. 
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sets down roots in the world she has entered, 
growing to love those she has come to 
betray. She becomes a Friend, at first as a 
maner of deceptive expediency, but eventu­
ally through something more like true 
convincement. 

The book approaches its conclusion qui­
etly, with little drama, but with great sus­
pense. Usually as a consumer of fiction, I 
know as I read what kind of ending to ex­
pect-happy, sad, redemptive, or cynical­
the destination is obvious; the suspense is in 
not knowing how that ending will be achieved. 
But I read The Iron Bridge in true bafflement, 
not knowing what conclusion to expect, or 
even what to hope for. I will say only that I 
thought the ending was a wise one, and even 
that may be revealing too much. 

I recommend this book wholeheartedly. 

-ChelA very 

Chel Avery is a member of Goshen (Pa.) Meet­
ing and coordinator of the certificate program in 
conflict resolution at Bryn Mawr College. She is 
a published author of science fiction. 

The task, after doing so much research, is 
to keep it from showing-not to display it. 

CF: According to the publisher, you spent 
ten years researching the steel industry for the 
novel and related articles. What did you find 
most intriguing, and/or disturbing, about the 
history of steel? 

DM: Steel is inextricably bound up in the 
Western culture of violence. Cast-iron can­
non cost much less than bronze and, along 
with muskets and steel armor, led directly to 
Europe's colonial expansion into the New 
World and Asia. This theme is central to my 
novel. 

CF: Tell me about Abraham Darby III, 
the Quaker ironmaster who was the moving 
force behind the bridge. How close to the 
actual history of Darby and his family does 
your novel stick? Is the bridge still standing? 

OM: Darby is rendered as accurately as I 
could make him, although any fictional char­
acter takes on a life of its own. In the notes 
of meetings of the bridge subscribers are clues 
that suggest Darby may have been more re­
luctant than John Wilkinson to build the 
bridge of iron, and I exaggerate that reluc­
tance in the service of art. I also intensify his 
Quakerly revulsion toward that era in his 
family history when cannon were produced at 
their Coalbrookdale works. Darby was an 
elder in Madeley Meeting; he was certainly 
active in the Religious Society of Friends, as 
were his father and grandfather. The Darbys 

FRIENDS joURNAL November 1998 

"II ave your 

magazine. Perhaps 

too I ibera l for 

some folks, it's 

just right for my 

taste. In this 

The Witness magazine 
considers today's societal, 
cultural and religious issues 
from a left-wing, Christian, 
and frequently iconoclastic 
perspective. Each monthly 
issue is topical. Study Guide 
packets of eight copies (of 
one issue) of the magazine 
and a Study Guide are $25. 
A one year subscription ( 10 
issues) is $25. Checks, Visa 
and Mastercard accepted. 
For a complimentary copy of 
the magazine and/or more 
information about the Study 
Guide Program, call: 313-
841-1967; fax: 313-841-
1956. Or contact us by e­
mail: editor@thewitness.org. 
The Witness, 7000 Michigan 
Ave., Dept. F, Detroit, Ml 
48210-2872. 

cynical world, it's 

a pleasure to read 

articles by people 

devoted to socially 

responsible action 

rooted in faith. " 
-S,mtLtppi 

,1 \X'itncss nwlcr 
i11 ll'oodsidc, XY 

Some kids earn an extra diploma at George School 

fir,.--, 

~ 
SOME VERY CAPABLE GEORGE SCHOOL 

students can earn both a traditional diploma 
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were part of the nerwork of Quaker industri­
alists that included the Frys, Fothergills, 
Barclays, and Uoyds. At Coalbrookdale, where 
the novel is set, Quakers were a tiny minority, 
dominant only in the more skilled trades and 
managerial positions at the ironworks. 

The first Darby to turn to Quakerism was 
John (1649-1725), who was convinced dur­
ing the evangelistic Valiant Sixty's march south 
from north England, through Bristol. Quak­
erism was passed on through his son, the first 
Abraham Darby-who pioneered the use of 
mineral fuel (coke) as a replacement for char­
coal in firing blast furnaces. 

Yes, the bridge still stands. A powerful 
presence, especially in the early morning 
mist. 

CF: When Maggie Foster comes "back 
from the future" 273 years to try and change 
the way the bridge is built, she sees it as a key 
turning point to world wide ecological and 
political disaster. How close are Maggie's 
views of industrialization to your own? 

DM: Maggie and I are spiritual siblings. 
She just goes a little further. 

CF: Maggie lives, or maybe survives is 
a better term, in a secluded desert eco­
commune, Ecosophia. But we don't get a full 
picture of the community or its history. Since 
we're closer in time to it than to Shropshire in 
1773, can you tell us a little about the ideals 
and the structure ofEcosophia? Can you point 
to any prototypes of such communities? 

DM: Physically, Ecosophia bears some re­
semblance to the New Alchemy Institute on 
Cape Cod during the 1970s. New Alchemy 
was a sort of greenhouse, but not hermetically 
sealed off from the environment; it used recy­
cling aquacultures, etc., with the aim of 
husbanding the earth's resources and mini­
mizing environmental impact. It did not at­
tempt, as Biosphere II did unsuccessfully sev­
eral years later, to cut itself off completely 
from the environment. 

Ecosophia was influenced by Quaker ide­
als. Governance is by "consensus" (what we 
would call sense of the meeting) achieved 
through periodic meetings involving most 
of the community, which numbers under 
2,000 people. Founding principles are Open­
ness (as opposed to secrecy), Nonviolence, 
Community, Mindfulness, and Harmony 
with the environment (to the extent that 
can be achieved in a world so violated by war 
and industry). 

An example of Mindfulness is that auto­
mation is avoided in favor of human respon­
sibility. Plants are watered by humans re­
membering or forgetting, rather than ac­
cording to clocks or sensors. Exercise equip­
ment generates electricity rather than con­
suming it. Menial tasks are rotated so that 
virtually everyone experiences them in the 
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course of a six-month period. 
CF: In the novel, Maggie Foster joins the 

Darbys' Friends meeting, even though she 
says she is more "sympathetic" than truly" con­
vinced," in Quaker parlance. But later her 
experience takes on a different character. I 
wonder if this in any way parallels your own 
journey. Your bio says you became a Quaker 
in 1995. Can you tell us something of how 
that came about? Was any of it related to your 
work on the novel? 

DM: That's a very perceptive question. 
For the longest time, I couldn't get my hero­
ine to join the Quakers, even though it was an 
expedient way to infutrate the Darby house­
hold and so made sense in terms of the novel's 
plot. I realized it was my own resistance. I am 
not a joiner. Finally, I was moved to become a 
Quaker. Maggie followed suit. In the mean­
time, that tension had become part of the 
book, and I think that's just as well. Part of 
Maggie's struggle is berween her consciously 
constructed agenda on the one hand and her 
spiritual self on the other, which includes the 
irrational. 

What moved me to join was an unex­
pected sense of ministry around leading the 
movement to build a substantial addition 
onto our meetinghouse. I knew I had to 
join. I couldn't be only partly involved or 
partly a Quaker. In the course of that cam­
paign, which I more or less shepherded from 
beginning to end, I felt a real presence of 
God in our communal efforts. The Way 
opened. It was like no other experience I've 
had. I felt, as Maggie did, a "molecule at the 
crest of a great curling wave." So you could 
say I moved from being simply sympathetic 
to Quaker ideals to becoming convinced. 

Writing the novel also made me aware of 
what a radical force Quakerism was in the 
17th and early 18th centuries, with its women 
ministers and dedication to such movements 
as prison reform and how Quakerism must 
really reinvent itself if it is to again become a 
vital force. 

Building the new meetinghouse was a way 
of dedicating ourselves to the future of the 
meeting and the community around it. That 
brought us into a deeper community. 

Both processes dominated my life-writ-· 
ing the novel and building the new addition. 
Each contributed to the other. 

In the course of it, my wife developed 
cancer, went through chemotherapy and 
recovery. The meeting was tremendously 
supportive. There was a sense of pulling 
together. 

CF: The Darbys of the 1770s are por­
trayed as complicated and by no means 
flawless examples of Quaker witness. Afrer 
the research and writing of your novel, how 
would you sum up your reactions to them and 

the key role Friends seem to have played in 
setting off the Industrial Revolution? 

DM: To be human is to be flawed. Many 
Quakers were less than admirable. Many 
were actively engaged in the slave trade. The 
Fry chocolate fortune depended on Jamai­
can sugar plantations run by slave labor. 
Another Quaker family, the Champions, 
were producing munitions. Quakers also 
pioneered the black drops, made from opium 
in the early 19th century. And in the case of 
the Darbys, there was no consciousness of 
the environmental despoliation that was vis­
ibly resulting from their ironworks. 

But none of us is guiltless. The pickup 
truck I drive uses an embarrassing amount of 
fuel, and the plea from Amnesty International 
sits unanswered in my drawer. We Quakers 
make a grave error when we suppose we 
have a monopoly on conscience. 

CF: You worked on this novel for six 
years. What parts of the process were easiest 
for you, and which were most difficult? 

DM: Actually it ended up being seven 
years by the time I had made revisions to the 
galleys. I'm at a difficult time now, wondering 
whether it is going to find an audience. 

It was hard believing in myself all those 
years. It was especially difficult restarting 
when I got sidetracked for a period of several 
months. 

The easiest parts, or in any case the most 
rewarding, were when the characters seemed 
to act with a will of their own. 

CF: Are you working on any other novel 
or major writing projects? If so, can you tell us 
about them? 

DM: I just completed an article about a 
racial incident that took place at the Univer­
sity of Connecticut ten years ago, involving 
Asian Americans. I'm also working on some 
short fiction. I haven't yet decided the course 
of my next novel-whether to make it his­
torical or not. It will be, as all my work is, in 
social action. 

-Chuck Fager 

Chuck Fager is a Quaker writer and editor. A 
member of Sate College (Pa.) Meetint> his most 
recent book is The Best of Friends, Vol. 1, a 
collection of recent writings by Quakers. 
Reprinted with permission from Types and 
Shatkws, Summer 1998. 

If you are interested in writing book re­
views for FRIENDS j OURNAL please send 
your name, address, and areas of interest 
and expertise to Claudia Wair, FRIENDS 
JoURNAL, 1216 Arch St., 2A, Philadel­
phia, PA 19107. 
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Applications are now being accepted for 1999'72000 
(consideration begins March 1 if "' 

As a Quaker-founded college which emphasizes 
values such as tolerance, simplicity, respect for 

individuals, and action for social justice, Guilford 
prepares students to think deeply and to act with 

conviction. Our students receive a strong liberal arts 
education, working closely with faculty mentors who 

are recognized scholars. 
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Guilford's one·of·a·kind Quaker 
Leadership Scholars Program 
involves students in four years of 
mentoring and internships, group 
discussions and activities, 
leadership development and 
Quaker studies. The program offers 
participants financial assistance. 

Guilford College prepares thinkers and doers to lead in the next century. 

Admission Offiu • 5800 West Frimdly Avmr« • Grunsboro, NC 27410. 
336.316.2100 • 1.800.992.7759 • E·mail· admission@gui/ford.,du 
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Just as important, though, Guilford students learn to 
put their educations to work, making the world a more 
just and livable place. In the past year, for example, our 
students contributed more than 40,000 hours of time 
to community service projects-just one of the reasons 
Guilford is listed in the new guidebook Colleges That 
Change Lives. 
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Eva Koch Research Fellowship 1999 
We are now taking applications for two Woodbrooke fellows. 

1he Eva Koch Research Fellowship in 1999 offers full board and an 
honorarium of up to £1,000. It is tenable for up to 28 weeks, starting 
September 1999. We are seeking proposals in any area of Quaker 
Studies. The majority of the research will take place at Woodbrooke, 
successful applicants having access to our well stocked library with its 
major Quaker collection and linking with our wide range of research 
experience. No postgraduate qualification is necessary. 

Closing date for applications 31st December 1998 
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Woodbrooke, 1046, Bristol Road, Birmingham, B29 6LJ, UK 
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The Best of Friends, Vol . .1 

Exciting New Quaker Writing­
Action, Essays, Poetry 

From Kimo Press • 250 pages • $10.95 

Orders: 1-800-7 42-3150 

DISCOVER QUAKER PHILADELPHIA 
Two-hour walking tours of William Penn's 
original city of brotherly love, in honor of 
Penn's 350th birthday. 
Send a SASE for schedule to: QUAKER 
TOURS, Box 1632, Media, PA 19063. 

Milestones 

Births/ Adoptions 
Hicks--Nicole Marie Hicks, aged 13, adopted on 
July 13, by Julia Bixler lsaacsofFriendsMeetingof 
Washington (D.C.). 

Deaths 
Brick-justus C Brick, 84, on August 8, 1997, at 
Medford Leas, Medford, N.J. A lifelong Medford 
resident, Justus received his education at Mount 
H olly H igh School and George School. He at­
tended Wharton School of the UniversiryofPenn­
sylvania and earned his degree from T emple Uni­
ve.rsiry in Philadelphia. Justus was a commercial 
real estate appraiser at Atlantic Refining Company 
in Philadelphia from 1940 to 1960. He also worked 
as an independent appraiser and was the Medford 
Township rax assessor from 1965 to 1976. Justus 
was the cofounder of Brick Real Estate. He was a 
member of the Appraisal Institute, a national orga­
nization of professional real estate appraisers. He 
also was a member ofToasrmasters International, 
the Island Yacht C lub, and an honorary member 
of the Medford-Vincentown chapter of Rotary 
International. An avid humorist and storyteller, 
J usrus was also active with Boy Scouts of America, 
a trustee of Memorial Hospital of Burlington 
County, past clerk of Medford Meeting, and clerk 
of Haddonfield Quarterly Meeting. Justus is sur­
vived by his wife, Martha Carson; four sons, J usrus 
Clark, Steven R., David C., and Harry Andrew; a 
daughter, Martha Christine Bornebusch; six grand­
sons; and two great-grandsons. 

Dietei-Rice---Tt?Ta Ciel Dietel-Rice, 12, on Feb. 
8, in Sebastopol, Calif. Diagnosed with cystic 
fibrosis at age two and a half, Terra began a rigorous 
pulmonary and nutritional therapy. Despite her 
genetic illness Terra lived an active life, playing the 
piano from age three and beginning violin lessons 
at age nine. Music was her love; she played in 
youth orchestras and string ensembles. She played 
with a focus and composure that allowed her to 
express her own essence and the essence of the 
music she performed. Terra also loved hiking, 
camping, canoeing, bicycling, ice and roller skat­
ing, playing with her sister Molly, putting on plays 
with her friends, reading, drawing, all kinds of 
crafts, and dreaming. A junior member of Red­
wood (Calif.) Meeting in Santa Rosa, Terra looked 
forward to Quaker Youth Group each First Day. 
When she was nine, Terra was diagnosed with 
liver disease, a rare complication of cystic fibrosis. 
When asked how she felt about this additional 
challenge she simply said, "It is what is given." 
While she waited three years for a liver transplant, 
Terra had to severely limit her physical activities, 
except music. She faced hospitalizations and di­
minishing health with great courage. On January 
25, 1998, Terra underwent an eight-hour liver 
transplant operation. Her new liver was function­
ing so weU that after eight days she was sent home 
to complete her recovery. She hoped to roller skate 
and bike again and wanted to learn ballet and to 
play the accordion. She saw a vibrant double rain­
bow shining through the kitchen window two 
days before she died of a sudden abdominal hem­
orrhage. Terra's first name means "earth" and her 
middle name, Ciel, is French for "the heavens" or 
"sky." Terra joined earth and heaven in the way she 
lived and touched many with her pure and gentle 
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spirit. She is survived by her parents Mark Rice 
and Aline Dietel; her younger sister Molly; and her 
older brother Isaac. 

Perera-Charks Allm P""a, 92, on Jan. 27, at 
Kendal at Longwood in Kennett Square, Pa. Charles 
graduated from Horace Mann School in 1922 and 
from Princeton University in 1926. He rejected a 
Rhodes Scholarship to attend Columbia College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, from which he earned 
his medical degree in 1930 and later a doctorate of 
medical science. He was in the first group of 
residents at the Institute of Ophthalmology at 
Columbia Presbyterian Hospital. After complet­
ing his training he joined his uncle's ophthalmol­
ogy practice and was appointed to the staff of the 
Harkness Eye Institute. Charles was a member of 
numerous professional societies here and abroad. 
He wrote many academic papers in his field and 
received several awards for his work. H e retired as 
clinical professor at the age of 65 but continued to 
practice until age 78. Most important in his life 
were his Quaker belie& that he first encountered 
when visiting his older brother at Haverford Col­
lege where he was deeply affected by meeting 
Rufus Jones and hearing him speak. Charles was 
quoted in the Scarsdak Inquirtr as having found in 
the Religious Society ofFriends "a primitive Chris­
tian faith" and an answer to the "'religious hypo­
crites' who claimed ro champion peace but ern­
braced God on their side in rime of war." C harles 
married Ruth Brinton at Westtown School in 
1932. Their first home was in New York C ity, 
where they attended Twentieth Street (N.Y.) Meet­
ing (later absorbed into Fifreenth Street Meeting). 
They moved to Scarsdale in 1939 and attended 
Purchase Meeting until war-time gas rationing 
made the trip impractical. They then began hold­
ing meeting for worship in their basement with 
other families. In 1949 the meeting built its own 
meetinghouse. C harles' messages in meeting spoke 
of love and of finding God through nature. H e 
often played with the children after meeting, play­
ing ball, plucking coins from behind their ears, and 
amusing them with rabbits made from handker­
chiefS. He loved to garden and ralked to plants and 
could imitate bird calls. C harles served on numer­
ous meeting committees and served on the New 
York Yearly Meeting committee that drew up the 
new Faith and Practict. Charles and Ruth were 
instrumental in establishing Powell House, a 
Quaker retreat and conference center at Old 
Chatham, N.Y. The main meeting room there is 
called the Ruth and C harles Perera Room. In 1989 
Charles esrablished the fund to help defray tuition 
expenses at Friends schools and colleges for the 
children of Scarsdale M eeting members. Charles 
was preceded in death by his wife in 1987 and his 
son John on Jan. 17. He is survived by three 
daughters, Sylvia Brinton Perera, Ellen Perera Scon, 
and Carol Perera Weingeist; a son, Donald Allen 
Perera; eleven grandchildren; nine great-grand­
children; a sister Lydia Perera Marcus; and a brother 
George Allen Perera. 
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Silver-Marion Rhoads Si/wr, 93, on May 25, 
1997. Marion was born in Wilmington, Del. Like 
her four sisters, Elizabeth, Eleanor, Rebecca, and 
Lucy, Marion attended Wilmington Friends School 
and Westtown School. She attended Connecticut 
College and went on to earn a degree from the 
Philadelphia School of Occupational Therapy. She 
later worked in Wilmington with the Visiting 
Nurses Society until her marriage to Anhur W. 
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SilveronJune 15, 1929. Herfamilybuilt ahome 
on Mount Desett Island, Maine, shonly after World 
War I. Because Marion andAnhur loved the island 
so much, they returned there regularly after their 
marriage. They eventually retired to Bass Harbor, 
a town on the island. They also spent many joyous 
summers on Gort's island, in a house her sister 
Lucy had purchased in 1936. Marion is survived by 
two sons, Philip and George; and five grandchildren. 
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The Place Where Friends 
Are Made For Life 
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Contribute stock _9r cash to QICSEF. You'll increase revenue for 
Quaker Schools serving lower income inner-city children for years 
to come and improve your own tax situation. It's tax exempt. 

Contact Richard B. Angell, Clerk, 150 Kendal Drive 
Kennett Square, PA 19348 (610) 388-0935 

Forum, continued from page 5 

A modern parable 

I was greatly relieved when I 
understood the Great Commandment. 
I had learned the Ten Commandments 
before I fully understood what all the words 
meant. Now there was one to replace the 
whole ten. 

"Thou shalt love God with all your 
heart, mind, and strength." Because God is 
an infinite Spirit, and we human beings are 
finite (in my 80s, I feel very fini te at times), 
we are told that to love God means to loye 
your neighbor as much as you love 
yoursel( 

That takes care of the whole Ten I'd 
had to memorize. Ifl love God, I'll worship 
no other. I'll remember the Lord's Day. 
I'll love my parents, my closest neighbors, 
and ifl love others, I won't kill them, steal 
from them, tell them lies, or be jealous of 
what they have, or do any of those other 
things. 

Besides, it's positive. It's "come on, let's" 
instead of"No don't." 

Someone asked, "Who's my neighbor?" 
Jesus replied with the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. 

You will remember that when Jesus 
asked the woman at the well for a drink 
of water, she told him that Jews didn't 
drink out of the same cup as Samaritans. 
SamaritanS were the people with fewer 
civil rights than anyone else in the country. 
They were most often discriminated 
against. 

Today, in this part of the world, Jesus 
might have told the story this way: 

One Sunday morning, a man was out 
jogging along a road when two men jumped 
out of the bushes, knocked him down, stole 
his wallet, and left him unconscious 
alongside the highway. The first car that 
came along was driven by a minister who, 
the week before, had delivered a sermon 
emphasizing the point that keeping the 
Sabbath includes not only coming to 
church, but being on time. Just as he was 
leaving this morning, he'd had a call from a 
parishioner who needed him to listen 
carefully and understandingly. When he had 
assured the caller he'd see him after church, 
he was already late. As he drove he imagined 
the pews filling up, the organist repeating 
the music that was prepared, and was almost 
"lead-footing" it. When he saw the man 
beside the road he just couldn't stop. 
"Somebody else will." 

The next car was driven by a reponer 
who had been called by his editor to go to 
repon on a fire. He'd been up late the night 
before, his cell phone was not working right, 
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and he had a deadline to make. He'd tty to 
call when he got to the fire. 

In the third car was one of the members 
of the congregation, who had been on the 
receiving end of the sermon last week. His 
realty business often meant that people who 
didn't work on Sunday called him then. He 
was already late, and he couldn't stand to be 
lecrured in public again. He hoped the next 
car would stop. 

The next car was driven by a lesbian. 
When she saw the injured person, she 
stopped immediately, put on her blinker 

Classified 
For Infor mation call (215) 563-8629. 

55¢ per word. M inimum charge is $ 11. 
Add 1 0% if boxed. 10% discount for three 
consecutive insertions, 25% for six. 
Appearance of any advertisement does not 
imply endorsement by Friends Journal. 

Classified Ad Deadlines: 
January issue: November 16 
February issue: December 14 

Submit your ad to: 

Advertising Manager, Friends Journal 
1216 Arch Street, 2A 
Philad elphia, PA 19107·2835 
(215) 563·8629 

Accommodations 
Comfortable, Seattle Accommodations, University Meet­
Ing. Private bedroom, shared bathroom with shower, short 
walking distance to restaurants. Easy access to pubhc trans­
portation . Donations accepted. Reservatoons, (206) 
632-9839. 

Big Island Friends invite you into their homes for mutual 
Quaker sharing. Donations. 89-772 Hua Nui Road, Captain 
Cook, Hawaii 96704. (808) 328-87t 1, 325-7323, 322-3116. 

Homecomings, the Bed and Breakfast network for Uni­
tarian Universalists and all religious liberals, invites you 
to join us. Hundreds of hosts welcome you in the U.S., 
Canada, some foreign countries. Send US$15.95, re­
ceive current (April '98-99) membership with directory, 
membership card, and discount coupon for $4.00 off next 
year membership. Host applications available in Decem­
ber. Homecomings International, Inc., Box 1133, Fairfax, 
VA 22030. (703) 425-8259. editor@uuhomecomings.com. 

The Currier's House, 5 Harkness Road, Jaffrey Center, 
N.H. Three comfortable rooms, all with private bath, in an 
1810 country Bed and Breakfast. Close to MI. Monadnock 
(climb it 14 different ways!), Monadnock Monthly Meeting, 
and The Meeting School. Take time to think and relax or 
hike bike snooze, snack, walk, and talk. Small families 
weic'ome but no pets, please. This is a smoke-free environ· 
ment. Proprietor: Nancy Lloyd (GS '62) Telephone/Fax: 
(603) 532-7670, e-mail: curriers@monad.net. 

Coming to London? Friendly B&B just a block from the 
British Museum and very close to London Umversoty. A 
central location for all tourist activities. Ideal for persons 
traveling alone. Direct subway and bus links with Heathrow 
Airport. The Penn Club, 21 Bedford Place, London WC1B 
SJJ. Telephone: (0171) 636-4718. Fax: (0171) 636-5516. 

Pittsburgh-Well located. Affordable, third-floor (walk up) 
guest rooms with shared bath. Single or double occupancy. 
Kitchen available. Contact: House Manager, Friends Meet­
inghouse, 4836 Ellsworth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213. 
Telephone: (412) 683-2669. 

Quaker House, Managua, Nicaragua. Simple hospitality; 
shared kitchen. Reservations: 011·505·2·663216 (Spanish) 
or 0 11-505-2-660984 (English). For general information, call 
Pro-Nica (813) 821·2428. 
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lights, called 9-1-1, got out of her car, wiped 
the blood off the man's temple, and waited 
till the paramedics got there. Then she 
realized that without a wallet he had no 
identification. There might be trouble at the 
hospital. She followed the ambulance to the 
emergency room, wrote a check to cover the 
costs, and promised to come back the next 
day. She did. 

Which person was a good neighbor? 

Charles K Brown 
Wiscasset, Maine 

Chicago-Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends meetinghouse. Short· or long-term. Contact: Assos­
tant Director, Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60637. (773) 288-3066, e-mail: q-house@ 
wwa.com. 

An oasis o f calm In the heart of London? Yes, at the 
Quaker International Centre, where short- , medium-, 
and longer-term accommodation is available as well as 
conference facilities. Excellent homemade food. For further 
information contact telephone: (0171) 387-5648, fax: (0171) 
383·3722, or write to: 1 Byng Place, London WC1E 7JH. 

Coming to DC? Stay with Friends on Capitol Hill. William 
Penn House , a Quaker Seminar and Hospotahty Center on 
beautiful historic townhouse, is located five blocks east of 
the U.S. 'capitol. Convenient to Union Station for train and 
METRO connections. Shared accommodatoons oncludong 
continental breakfast, for groups, individuals. 515 East Capi­
tol Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003. E-mail: dirpennhouse 
@pennsnet.org. Telephone: (202) 543-5560 Fax: (202) 543-
3814. 

Looking for a creative living alternative in New York City? 
Penington Friends House may be the place for you! We are 
looking for people of all ages who want to make a serious 
commitment to a community lifestyle based on Quaker pnn­
ciples. For information call (212) 673-1730. We also have 
overnight accommodations. 

Audio-Visual 
Videos For Outreach and Education by 
Claire Simon. 
Of Ume, Stones, and Wood: Historic 
Quaker Meeting Houses in tfHI New York 
Yearly Meeting Region. Appr. 50 min. 
V.H.S. $35.00. 

Who Are Quakers? 27 min. $30.00. 
Crones: Interviews with Elder Quaker Women. 20 min. 
$18.00. 
Woman and Her Symbols, a series of 4 parts, by Mary A. 
Hopkins, Approx. 50 min. ea. $110 .00 set. 
Quaker Video, P.O. Box 292, Maplewood, NJ 07040. 
Prices include postage. e-mail: Quavid @aol.com. 

Books and Publications 

Christmas Gifts Loved By Friends 
A Sense Of Wonder, a spiritual classic by Alison Davis, 
teaches us how to cu~ivate that wistful feeling of wonder 
which opens us to the profound mystical experience. 
Beloved Companions , by Alison Davis, offers a ~ear of 
weekly inspirations, grounded in nature, to keep ahve the 
wonder all our days. Available from Pendle Hill or FGC 
Bookstores or Little River Press, Hampton, CT 06247. 
(860) 455-9143. SW: $7.95 + $2, BC: $12.95 + $2. 

" To The Beat Of A Different Drummer" 
A personal memoir of what led one young man into 
conscientious objection and the story of four years of 
Civilian Public Seovice during WWII. Illustrated, 247 pages, 
soft cover. Bargain closeout price $7.50 postpaid. Or-
dar with check from: J. Henry Dasenbrock, 3300 Darby 
Road #803m, Haverford, PA 19041-1095. 

To receive the British Quaker Socialist Newsletter, 
please send $1.00 for three issues to: Tom Todd, 3713 
West Main, Kalamazoo, Ml 49006-2842. 

FRIENDS JouRNAL welcomes Forum con­
tributions. Please try to be brief so we 
may include as many as possible. Limit 
letters to 300 words, Viewpoint to 1,000 
words. Addresses are omitted to main­
tain the authors' privacy; those wishing 
to correspond directly with authors may 
send letters to FRIENDS JouRNAL to be 
forwarded. Authors' names are not to 
be used for personal or organizational 
solicitation. 

-Eds. 

You're in good company with Friends United Press au· 
thors-including Douglas Steere, Howard Thurman, Da!SY 
Newman, John Punshon, Tom Mullen, Doug Gwyn, Louose 
Wilson, Wil Cooper, T. Canby Jones, D. Elton T ruebloo?­
and of course, George Fox, John Woolman, and Wolham 
Pen'n. Inspiration, humor, fiction, and history that takes you 
to the roots of Quaker beginnings, belief, and beyond. Wnte 
101·A Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, IN 47374 for a free 
catalog or call (800) 537·8839. www.fum.org. 

For Sale 
Quaker Easy No-Bake Rice Pudding Recipe. S.A.S.E. 
and $3.00 to: J. Abbott, 203 Rainbow Drive, Apt. 13303, 
Livingston, TX 77351·9363. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 

Worship In Song: A Friends Hymnal, 335 songs, historical 
notes indexes durable hardcover. $20/copy (U.S. funds) 
plus shippinglh~ndling. Softcoverspiral copies at same price. 
Large print, softcover, no notes, $25/copy. Call for q~antoty 
rates. Order FGC Bookstore, 1216 Arch Street, 28, Pholadel­
phia PA 19107 or call (800) 966-4556 

Douglas Gwyn's new book, Words In Time, speaks 
prophetically and eloquently to current Quaker possibili-
ties and tensions. A renowned scholar and wnter, Douglas 
Gwyn has travelled and ministered widely among pasta-
ral and unprogrammed Friends. $7.95 (plus $2.75 
shipping). To order: call1-800-742·3150, or wnte: Komo 
Press, P.O. Box 82, Bellefonte, PA 16823. 

Read Without Apology by Chuc k Fager. Assertive, 
upbeat liberal Quaker theolog~ _for today. Historian Larry 
Ingle calls it "an important addotoon to any Quaker hbrary. 
1 know of nothing else quite like it. .. ."190 pages, $11 .70 
postpaid. Orders: (800) 742-3150; or from Kimo Press, 
P.O. Box 82, Bellefonte, PA 16823. 

Quaker Books. Rare and out-of-print, journals, memori-
als, histories, inspirational. Send for free catalog or spe· 
cific wants. VIntage Books, 181 Hayden Rowe St., 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. Visit our Web page at: http:// 
www.abebooks.com/home/HAINES. 

liil Bookstore. Serving Friends and seekers 
worldwide with Quaker-related books, tracts, 
and curricula for all ages. Materials to meet 

needs and interests of individuals, religious educators, 
and meeting commun~ies. Free catalog of over 500 tit~e~. 
Religious education consu~ation. Call, wnte, or vosot: 
Friends General Conference Bookstore, 1216 Arch Street, 
2B, Philadelphia, PA 19107, M-F 9 a.m.--4:30p.m. EST, 
(800) 966·4556, e-mail: <bookstore@fgc.quaker.org>. 

For Purchase 
Wanted to buy: Westtown Sampler. Old books of Quaker 
interest. Grandfather clock. Please call or wnte: Eart Evens, 
20761 Old Wire Road, Laurinburg, NC 28352. (910) 369-
2803. 

Opportunities 
Spring Creek Farm offers riding/horsemanship lessons for 
children, teenagers, adu~s; beginners through intermediate. 
Quiet, gentle partnership with horse and/or pony. (61 0) 970-
1373. 
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Consider Investing in affordable retirement property in the 
Southern Arizona high desert. Nearby Friends Meeting at 
McNeal. Write or telephone: Karolyn Huffman, 901 E. Belve­
dere Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21212. Telephone: (410) 
323-1749. 

Fifth Quaker Study Tour Of Bolivia 
July 27-August 13, 1999 

Another chance to join the highly successful Tour to visit 
the Quakers of the Andes. Quakerism in Bolivia has 
flourished among the poor highland Aymara people. Our 
tour seeks to build bridges between U.S., British, and 
Bolivian Friends in this stunningly beautiful oountry. 14 
nights in hotels, 2 staying with a Quaker family. Approxi­
mate oost from Miami $1675. For information brochure 
oontact tour leaders: Ken and Pam Barratt, 4722 Delmonte 
Avenue, San Diego, CA 92107. Telephone: (619) 454-
2809, e-mail: bolivtour@aol.com. 

Upcoming At Pendle Hill 
Fall Conferences: 
Seeking and the Seed: The Spiritual Journeys of Isaac 
and Mary Penington, Doug Gwyn, November 13-15. 
The Dead Sea Scrolls, Steven Davison, November 13-15. 
Basic Quakerism, Elaine Crauderrueff and Brian Drayton, 
November 20-22. 
Sabbath Sense: A Spiritual Antidote for the Overworked, 
Donna Schaper, December <H>. 
New Year's Celebration, December 2!h.lanuary 1. So­
journing or choice of: Mask, Movement, and Puppetry, Bill 
George; Silent Retraat, Nancy Bieber; Friendship, Mary 
Garman. 
Contact: Registrar, Pendle Hill, Box F, 338 Plush Mill Rd., 
Wallingford, PA 19086-6099. (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-
3150 X 142 

Upcoming Short Courses At Pendle Hill 
Preparing the Way: An Advent Retreat, Clare Keller, 
November 29-0ecember 4. 
James Nayler: Lost Sheep or Forsaken Lamb? Eliza-
beth Kamphausen, January 24-29. 
Prayer: No Strings Attached, Chris Ravndal, February 
7-12. 
Growing In Perfection: Spirituality Among Friends, 
Marge Abbott, February 14-19 
For more information, call: Pendle Hill, (610) 566-4507 or 
(800) 742-3150 ext 137. 

Walk Cheerfully Across The World! 
Explore Britain's history with an expert Quaker guide. 
Castles, cathedrals, stately homes, prehistoric and Ro· 
man Britain, Quaker s~es. Travel byways as well as 
highways. Unhurried itineraries allow time to explore an-
tique shops and stop for tea. Maximum of six on each tour 
ensures a high degree of individual attention. Price per 
person per week of $1290 includes B&B accommodation 
in a characterful hotel, all travel ~hin the UK, expert 
guided tours, and all entry fees. Special exclusive pack-
age available for oouples. Full details from Binney's Castle 
and Cathedral Tours, 12 Nursery Gardens, Tring, HP23 
5HZ, England. TeVfax: 011 44 1442 828444; e-mail: 
bcclours@nursery-gardens.demon.oo.uk or see http:// 
www.castle-cathedral.oom. 

Travel-Study for the Socially Concerned 
Join Quaker educator Robert Hinshaw in Guatemala 
February 2-13 or Peru August 1-14. Robert's 35 years 
among Maya Indians enrich the Guatemala itinerary, and 
the Peru adventure includes one week on the Amazon 
and one week in the CuzooiMachu Picchu highlands. For 
study vacations with an anthropological focus write 
Hinshaw Tours, 2696 W. 160 Terrace, Stilwell, KS 66085. 
(913) 685·2808. 

Consider a new Costa Rica Study Tour March 4-15, 
1999. E-mail: Jstuckey@sol.racsa.oo.cr or Fax: 011 (506) 
645·5528 or write: Sarah Stuckey de Araya, Apdo.46-5655, 
Monteverde, Costa Rica, Central America. 

Quaker House Ann Arbor seeks new member for six­
person intentional oommunity based on Friends principles. 
Two-year oommitment. (734) 213-0506, quakerhouse@ 
umich.edu, www.ic.org/qhaal 

Mexico City Volunteer Opportunities: one-week service­
learning seminars, 3-12 month internships, positions 
managing Quaker center. Casa de los Amigos, Ignacio 
Mariscal 132, Mexioo, OF 06030; (52-5) 705-0521; amigos 
@laneta.apc.org; http:llwww.laneta.apc.org/amigosl 

Lingua Programs and Tours 
Guatemala: Study Spanish, educational tours, internships, 
volunteer work. Homestay. (512) 416~991 , info@casaxelaju. 
oom, www.casaxelaju.oom. 

Consider a Costa Rica Study Tour January 28-February 
8 , 1999. Write Roy Joe or Ruth Stuckey, 1182 Hornbeam 
Road, Sabina, OH 45169, or call or Fax (937) 584·2900. 
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Travel to Tuscany and Provence 
Taste of Tuscany and Friends In France trip programs 
offered each fall and spring. Learn about art, culture, and 
cuisine in small groups of 8-12 people ~h excellent 
acoommodations, food, and expert guidance. Guests 
stay at historic villas in the oountry near Lucca and 
Avignon. Information oontact: Mark Haskell, Friends and 
Food International, 1802 Lawrence Street, NE, Wash­
ington, DC 20018, USA. TeVFax (202) 529·3210, e-mail: 
MkHaskeii@AOL.COM. 

Quaker House intentional community seeks residents. 
Share living and meal arrangements in historic Friends 
meetinghouse. Common interests in spirituality, peace, and 
social ooncems. One- or two-year terms. Directors, Quaker 
House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago, IL 60637. 
(n3) 288-3066, e-mail: q-house@wwa.com. 

Personals 
Single Booklovers, a national group, has been getting 
unattached booklovers together since 1970. Please write 
Box 117, Gradyville, PA 19039, or call (610) 358-5049. 

Concerned c5tngkQ 
Concerned Singles Newsletter links oompatible, so­
cially conscious singles who care about peace, social 
justice, racism, gender equ~. environment. Nationwide. 
All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: Box 444-FJ, Lenox 
Dale, MA 01242; or (413) 445~9; or <http://www. 
ooncemedsingles.oom>. 

Positions Vacant 
Arthur Morgan School. A small junior high boarding school 
seeks Houseparents, Teachers, and Maintenance Coordi· 
nator for 1999-2000 school year. Positions also include a 
mix of other responsibilities: teaching (academics and/or 
electives, music, art , etc.), leading work projects and out· 
door trips, maintenance, gardening, and cooking. Intimate 
oommunity of staff and students; staff-run by oonsensus. 
Simple living; beautiful mountain setting. Contact or send 
resume with oover letter to: John Logue or Sherrill Senseney, 
AMS, 1901 Hannah Branch Road, Burnsville, NC 28714. 
(828) 675-4262. 

Administrator: We are a not-for-prom, long term care facility 
emphasizing quality of life. We seek a dedicated profes­
sional to lead our 98·bed facility. Candidates must have 
strong organizational, oommunication, and financial man­
agement skills. Ohio NHA license or eligibil~. college degree, 
and two to four years experience in long-term care manage· 
ment are required. We offer a oompetitive salary and benefrts. 
Send resume and salary requirements to: Friends Home, 
Inc., P.O.Box 232, Waynesville, OH 45068. E.O.E. 

Friends World Committee for Consultation seeks part­
time Midwest Field Staff in Indiana, Illinois, or Ohio. Pos~ion 
includes visits and oommunication w~h diverse Friends. 
Apply by November 15. FWCC, 1506 Race, Philadelphia, PA 
19102-1498; (215) 241-7250, Americas@FWCC.Quaker.org. 

Arthur Morgan School. A small junior high boarding school 
seeks Development Coordinator starting January 1999. Re­
sponsibilities include: recru~ment of new students, fund 
raising (including maintenance of endowment), and publicity 
(oonferences, newsletter, alumni contact, and reunions). 
Intimate oommunity of staff and students; staff run by oon· 
sensus. Modest salary + full benefits. Experience required. 
Contact or send resume with oover letter to: John Logue o r 
Sherrill Senseney, AMS, 1901 Hannah Branch Road, 
Burnsville, NC 28714. (828) 675-4262. 

Director, Monteverde Friends School. MFS is an English­
dominant, bilingual school in Costa Rica's rural mountains 
with 65 students in multi-graded classes from preschool to 
grade 12. We seek individuals who share Quaker values, 
have experience with Quakerism and/or Quaker institutions, 
are bilingual English-Spanish, love children and working 
with people, have excellent oommunication and oonsensus 
building skills, have administrative and teaching experience, 
are available by July 1999, and are willing to consider 
oommitting for 3 years. While the salary is low, the experi­
ence is rich. Simple housing included. Please apply by 
January 31 to Katy VanDusen , Apartado 32-5655, 
Monteverde, Puntarenas, Costa Rica. TeVfax: (506) 645· 
5098 before 8pm CST or email: vandusen@sol.racsa.oo.cr. 

Youth Program Coordinator at Pendle Hill: Plan and imple­
ment a six-week oollege internship for 10 focussing on 
spirituality, leadership development, and oommunity service, 
and a seven-day high school workcamp for 18; lead oollege 
program with a oo-coordinator and supervise counselors of 
high school group; handle final reports and budget. January 
to mid-August 1999. Contact Shirtey Dodson, (610) 566· 
4507 or (800) 742-3150 x 127 for information and to apply. 

Friends World Committee For Consultation 
Executive Position-Associate Secretary 

FWCC is seeking a suitable Friend for appointment as 
Associate Secretary, to serve from 30 March 1999 (or 
another date by agreement). The Associate Secretary works 
with the General Secretary to develop communication and 
cooperation among Friends around the world. The World 
Office in London works in partnership w~ the four Section 
Offices and the Quaker Unfted Nations Offices in Geneva 
and New York, and carries out work flowing from the FWCC 
Triennial Meetings and the Interim Committee. Consider· 
able travel is involved. Full job description and application 
forms can be obtained from: FWCC, 4 Byng Place, London 
WC1E 7JH, UK. Telephone: +44 171 388 0497, Fax: +44 
171 383 4644, e-mail: lwccwortdofficelondon @compuserve. 
oom. Applications to be received by 30 November 1998. 

Monteverde Friends School needs K-12 teachers to begin 
August1999. MFS is an English-dominant, bilingual school 
with multi-graded classes in Costa Rica's rural mountains. 
While salaries are low, the experience is rich. Simple hous­
ing included. Please apply by January 31 to Jean Stuckey, 
Monteverde Friends School, Monteverde 5655, Puntarenas, 
Costa Rica. TeVfax: (506) 645-5302. e-mail: mfschool@sol. 
racsa oo cr with oopy to vandusen@ sol racsa oo cr 

Head of School 
Cambridge Friends School 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

The Cambridge Friends School (CFS) seeks an educa-
tional leader to join a thriving school oommun~ as ~s 
next Head of School. CFS is a ooeducational elementary 
and middle school (preK-8) established in 1961 under the 
care of Friends Meeting at Cambridge, Religious Society 
of Friends (Quakers). CFS has built a oommun~ oom· 
prising students and staff from a diverse range of family 
structures and racial , cultural, socioeconomic, and reli-
gious backgrounds, where children gain mastery of 
academic subjects and learn to value themselves and 
others. Today, 38 faculty, 20 staff, and 265 students join 
together in a climate of respect and trust to create an 
exciting learning environment, where intellectual growth 
is paralleled by spiritual, emotional, and social develop· 
ment for all of its members. 
Inquiries, referrals, and resumes sho uld be submit-
ted to Mario Borunda or Jerry Pieh; Isaacson, Miller, 
334 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02116; telephone: 
(617) 262~500; fax: (617) 262~509; e-mail: mborunda 
@lmsearch.com or jpleh@imsearch.com. 

tt.tLWo.r Sidwell Friends School, a ooed PreK-12 
.... ~uaker school located in Washington, D.C., 
~ · ~ 1nv1tes quahfied applicants lor staff and lac-
• ulty positions which may be applied for at 
~.., ~Y anytime. MembersoftheSocietyofFriends 

'"~10 are particularly enoouraged to apply. Sidwell 
Friends students and alumni represent many cultural, 
racial, religious, and economic backgrounds. The school's 
vigorous academic curriculum is supplemented by nu-
merous offerings in the arts and athletics. A Chinese 
language and history program is shared w~h other area 
schools on a oonsortium basis. The curriculum includes 
oommunity service requirements and opportunities for 
internships in Washington, D.C., and a student year 
abroad. Educational and extracurricular activities are en-
riched by the school's presence in the nation's capital. 
Send cover letter and resumes to Office of Personnel 
Services, Sidwell Friends School, 3825 Wisoonsin Av-
enue, N.W., Washington, DC 20016. 

The Other Side, a Chnsllan nonprofrt magaz1ne of peace, 
justice, and spiritualily, seeks an art director and business 
manager. The art director selects work of oontemporary 
artists to acoompany oontent and designs the magazine and 
other organizational material. The business manager does 
bookeeping, payroll, oversees the annual budget and over­
all financial systems. Generous health ooverage, vacation, 
retirement. Staff work under a oommon salary structure­
$19,521 per year, $6,000 stipend for dependent children. 
Contact: Search Committee, 300 W. Apsley Street, Philadel­
phia, PA 19144, (215) 849·2178, fax: (215) 849-3755, search 
@theotherside.org. 

Service Community, lnnisfree Village. Full-time volunteers 
needed for alternative l~e-sharing commun~w~ adults with 
mental disabilities. Duties include house parenting and work­
ing in the weavery, woodshop, bakery, ~chens, and gardens 
of 500-acre farm in foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. 
Must be 21 , able to oommft one year. Receive room, board, 
medical benefits, and $160 per month. Write: Recruiting, 
lnnisfree Village, 5505 Walnut Level Road, Crozet, VA 22932. 

Rentals & Retreats 
Quaker-based, rural, h igh desert oommunity rents to win­
ter visitors and prospective members. Write Friends 
Southwest Center, Rt.1, Box 170 #6, McNeal, AZ 85617. 
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Friends Center with unprogramed Christian orientation 
on Olney Campus offers personal retreats; also September 
retreat on John Woolman with Michael Bir1<el, October re­
treat on Making Room for God in Our Uves with John Smith 
and Tom Swain, January retreat on Prayer with Bill Taber, 
March Silent Retreat with Jean Cooper and Frances Taber, 
April weekend on Orthodoxy and Revival with John Punshon, 
April retreat on Experiencing God's Creation with Richard 
Simon, and June Introduction to Conservative Friends 
with Bill Taber. For information write Bill Taber, 61357 
Sandy Ridge, Barnesville, OH 43713, or phone: (740) 425-
1248. 

East Mountain Ret reat Center. Beau1ijul Ber1<shire moun­
tain views, hiking trails. An interfaith facility for individuals 
and groups. $30/day room and board. Trained spiritual guides 
available If desired at no extra cost. Closed Jan. 15-Mar. 15. 
8 Lake Buel Road, Gt. Barrington, MA 01230. Phone-Fax: 
(413) 528-6617 . 

Office Space Rental 
Approximately BOO sq. ft. of office space available in our 
Center City Philadelphia condominium. Close to public trans­
portation, facing Philadelphia ·convention Center. 
Handicapped accessible, use of full kitchen, friendly neigh­
bors. $15 per sq. ft. Space can be divided to su~ your needs. 
Rent includes heat, ale, and electric. Call: Friends Journal 
(215) 563-8629, fax {215) 568-1377. 

Pocono Manor. Beautiful, rustic mountain house su~able 
for gatherings, retreats, and reunions. Seven bedrooms. 
Three full baths. Beds for 15. Fully equipped. Deck with 
mountain view. Hiking trails from back door. Weekends or by 
the week, May through October. Contact Jonathan Snipes: 
(215) 736-1856. 

A Friendly Maul vacation on a Quaker family organic 
farm. 20 minutes to local beaches. New stone and cedar 
building w~ large octagonal room, skylight, ocean view, 
walk-in closet, and private bath. Full k~chen, organic 
vegetable garden, and hot tub. Bed and breakfast or bed 
and supper: $70 per day. Weekly and monthly rates 
available. Write or call Henrietta & Wm. Vitarelli, 375 
Kawelo Road, Haiku, HI 96708. Telephone: (808) 572-
9205. Fax: 572-6048. 

Retirement Living 

Friends Homes, Inc., founded by the 
North Carolina Yearly Meeting of the Society 
of Friends, has been providing retirement 
options since 1968. Both Friends Homes at 
GuiHord and Friends Homes West are fee­
for-service continuing care retirement 
communities offering independent living, as-

sisted living, and skilled nursing care. l ocated in Greens­
boro, North Carolina, both communities are close to 
Guilford College and several Friends meetings. Enjoy the 
beauty of four seasons, as well as outstanding cultural, 
intellectual, and spiritual opportunities in an area where 
Quaker roots run deep. For information please call: (336) 
292-9952orwrite: Friends Homes West, 6100W. Friendly 
Avenue, Greensboro, NC 27410. Friends Homes, Inc. 
owns and operates communities dedicated to the letter 
and spirit of Equal Housing Opportunity. 

~11 
SERVICES FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

Kendal commun~ies and services reflect sound manage­
ment, adherence to Quaker values, and respect for each 
individual. 
Continuing care retirement communities: 
Kendal at longwood; Crosslands • Kennett Square, Pa. 
Kendal at Hanover • Hanover, N.H. 
Kendal at Oberlin • Oberlin, Ohio. 
Kendal at Ithaca • Ithaca, N.Y. 
Communities under development: 
Kendal at lexington • lexington, Va. 
Kendal on Hudson • Sleepy Hollow, N.Y. 
Independent living w~ residential services: 
Coniston and Cartmel • Kennett Square, Pa. 
Skilled nursing care; assisted living: 
Barclay Friends • West Chester, Pa. 
Advocacy/education programs: 
Untie the Elderly • Pa. Restraint Reduction ln~iative 
Kendal Corporation Internships 
Fo r infonnation, call or write: Doris Lambert, The Kendal 
Corporation, P.O. Box 100, Kennett Square, PA 19348. 
(610) 388-5581 . e-mail: infOo@kcorp.kendal.org. 
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Foxdale Village, for Quaker-directed life care. A vibrant and 
caring community that encourages and supports men and 
women as they seek to live lije fully and gracefully in harmony 
with the principles of simplicity, diversity, equality, mutual 
respect, compassion, and personal involvement. Spacious 
ground-floor apartments and community amenities such as 
library, auditorium, woodshop, computer lab. Entry fees 
$43,oro-$148,000; monthly fees $1 ,372-$2,522. Fees in­
clude medical care. 500 East Marylyn Avenue, Department F, 
State College, PA 16801-6269. Telephone: (BOO) 253-4951. 

Schools 
Westbury Friends School-Safe, nurturing Quaker envi­
ronment for 100 children, nursery-9rade 6, on beautiful 
17-acre grounds. Small classes and dedicated teachers. 
Music, art, computers, Spanish, and gym. Extended­
day, vacation-holiday, and summer programs. Half- and full­
day nursery, preK. Brochure: Westbury Friends School, 550 
Post Avenue, Westbury, NY 11590. (516) 333-3178. 

Corne visij Olney Friends School on your cross-country 
travels, six miles sou1h of 1-70 in the green hills of eastern 
Ohio. A residential high school and farm, next to Stillwater 
Meetinghouse, Olney is college preparation buiH around 
truthful thinking, inward tistening, loving communijy, and 
useful wor1<. 61830 Sandy Ridge Road, Barnesville, Ohio 
43713. (614) 425-3655. 

Frankford Friends School: coed, K--6, serving center cijy, 
northeast, and most areas of Philadelphia We provide children 
with an affordable yet challenging academic program in a 
small nurturing environment. Frankford Friends School, 1500 
Orthodox Street, Philadelphia, PA 19124. (215) 533- 5368. 

Westtown School: Under the care of Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting since 1799, Westtown seeks Quaker children for day 
(PreK-10) and boarding (9-12). Boarding is required in 11th 
and 12th grades. Signif1C811t Quaker presence among 600 
students, 80 teachers. Challenging academics, arts, athlet­
ics, in a school where students from diverse racial, national, 
economic, and religious backgrounds come together to form 
a strong communijy of shared values. Financial assistance 
is available. Westtown, PA 19395. (610) 399-7900. 

The Quaker School at Horsham, a value-centered elemen­
tary and middle school for students with learning differences. 
Small, remedial classes, qualified staff, serving Philadel­
phia, Bucks, and Montgomery Counties. 318 Meeting 
House Road, Horsham, PA 19044. (215) 674-2875. 

Junior high boarding school for grades 7, 8 , 9. Small 
academic classes, challenging ou1door experiences, com­
munijy service, consensus decision making, daily work 
projects in a small, caring, cornmunijy environment. Arthur 
Mo rgan School, 1901 Hannah Branch Road, Burnsville, 
NC 28714. (828) 675-4262. 

United Friends School: coed; preschool-S; emphasizing 
integrated, developmentally appropriate curriculum, includ­
ing whole language and manipulative math; serving upper 
Bucks County. 20 South 1Oth Street, Quakertown, PA 18951 . 
(215) 538-1733. 

Lansdowne Friends School-A small Friends school for 
boys and girts three years of age through sixth grade, rooted 
in Quaker values. We provide children with a quality aca­
demic and a developmentally appropriate program in a 
nurturing environment. Whole language, themalic educa­
tion, conflict resotu1ion, Spanish, after-school care, summer 
program. 110 N. Lansdowne Avenue, Lansdowne, PA 19050. 
(610) 623-2548. 

Stratford Friends School provides a strong academic pro­
gram in a warm, supportive, ungraded setting for child ren 
ages 5 to 13 who learn differently. Small classes and an 
enriched curriculum answer the needs of the whole child. An 
at-risk program for five-year-olds is available. The school 
also offers an extended day program, Moring, and summer 
school. Information: Stratford Friends School, 5 Uandillo 
Road, Havertown, PA 19083. (610) 446-3144. 

John Woolman School. Rural California, grades 9-12. 
Preparation for college and adulthood, small classes, caring 
staff, wor1< program, service projects; board, day. 13075 
Woolman Lane, Nevada City, CA 95959. (916) 273-3183. 

Services Offered 

Downsizing and Relocation Consultant: You, too, can 
benefit from my 35+ years of professional evaluation and 
liquidation experience in both personal property and real 
estate. Call Jim Boswell, CAl, at (610) 692-2226. Retired 
auctioneer, appraiser, and broker. 

Wedding Certificates, birth testimonials, poetry, gifts 
all done in beautiful calligraphy and watercolor illumination. 
Book early for spring weddings. Write or call Leslie 
Mitchell, 2840 Bristol Rd., Bensalem, PA 19020. (215) 752-
5554. 

Marriage Certificates: Send for free samples of wedding 
certificates, invitations, artwor1<, ideas, tips, more! Gay and 
lesbian couples, non-Friends welcome. Write Jennifer 
Snowolff Designs, 67 Wool Street, San Francisco, CA 9411 o. 
Call (415) 920-9316. E-mail: snowolff@wortdnet.att.com. 
Website· http://home att neV-snowolff/ 

Quaker Writers and Artists I 
Join the Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts. FQA's goal: 
"To nurture and showcase the ltterary, visual, musical, 
and performing arts ~in the Religious Society of Friends, 
for purposes of Quaker expression, ministry, witness, and 
outreach. To these ends, we will offer spiritual, practical, 
and financial support as way opens.· Help build an inter-
national networ1< of creative support and celebration. 
Membership, $15/year. FQA, P.O. Box 58565, Philadel-
phia, PA 19102. E-mail: fqa@quaker.org. Our Web Page: 
http://www.quaker.org/fqa. 

H ENRYI105 North Fourth Street 
F REEMAN Centerville, IN 47330 

Phone: 800-707-1920 
ASSOCIATES Fax: 765-855-5278 

Consulting Services for educational institutions and 
non-profit organizations. Fund raising. Capital campaigns. 
Planned giving. Recent clients include liberal arts col-
leges, seminaries, independent schools, social service 
agencies, Friends Journal, and many other Friends 
organizations. 

We are a fellowship, Friends mostly, seek1ng to ennch and 
expand our spiritual experience. We seek to obey the 
promptings of the Spirit, however named. We meet, publish, 
correspond. Inquiries welcome! Write Quaker Universalist 
Fellowship, 121 Watson Mill Road, Landenberg, PA 19350-
9344. 

• 
Forum Travel 

Quaker-owned-and-managed travel 
agency. Friendly, experienced service; 
domestic and international; overnight de­
livery. (800) 888-4099. 

Moving to North Carolina? Maybe David Brown, a Quaker 
real estate broker, can help. Contact him at 1208 Pinewood 
Dr., Greensboro, NC 27410. (336) 294-2095. 

Friendly Financial Services. let me help you prepare for 
retirement or wor1< ou1 an estate plan. Socially responsible 
investments-my specialty. Call Joyce Moore, LUTCF, Joyce 
Moore Financial Services at (610) 966-6127 or e-mail JMFS 
@ AOL.com. (Securities offered by Washington Square Se­
curities, 20 Washington Square South, Minneapolis, MN 
55401 .) 

~tudios 
Marriage certificates, announcements, invijations, etc. 
Do justice to your event with our calligraphy and award­
winning graphic design. (BOO) 763-0053. 

Celo Valley Books: Personal attention to all phases of book 
production (25 to 5,000 copies). Typing, editing, layout, final 
delivery. Free brochure. 346 Seven Mile Ridge Road, 
Burnsville, NC 28714 . 

Marriage Certificates. Fine calligraphy in traditional plain 
styles or decorated with beautiful, custom-designed 
borders. Also Family Trees for holiday gifts, births, anniver­
saries, family reunions. Call or write Carol Simon Sexton, 
Clear Creek Design, 820 West Main Street, Richmond, IN 
47374. (765) 962-1794. 

Summer Camps 

~Camp Woodbrooke, Wisconsin. Make friends, 
experience communey, develop skills, and learn 
abou1the environment. Quaker leadership. Ages 
7-12, 36 boys and girts, two- and three-week 

sessions. www.campwoodbrooke.com; ajlang @mhtc.net 
Brochure: (847) 295-5705. 

Journey's End Fann Camp 
is a farm devoted to children for sessions of two to eight 
weeks each summer. Farm animals, gardening, nature, 
ceramics, shop. Nonviolence, simplicity, reverence for 
nature are emphasized in our program centered in the life 
of a Quaker farm family. For 32 boys and girts, 7-12 
years. Welcome all races. Apply in December-January. 
Carl & Kristin Curtis, Box 136, Newfoundland, PA 18445. 
Telephone: (717) 689-391 1; 0604. 
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with heart and hope 
... through the 
American Friends Service Committee 

Cheer your friends and family this holiday season or 
any special time with gifts found nowhere else. 

For each $35 donation to an AFSC project, you'll 
receive a handsome gift card with original artwork. 
Send it to delight a loved one with your gift made in 
his or her name. 

"Here's a water buffalo for your b irth-~ 
day!" The beast ($200) will plow rice 
paddies in Laos for a farmer now yoked to 
plow himsel£ H e'll keep the first calf, give the original 
animal away. 

~ "Here's a flock of chickens for Christmas in 
"'f' lieu of a Partridge." The flock ($100) will live 

with a family in the poorest region ofHaiti and 
produce nourishing eggs, chicks and increased family 
mcome. 

"For my green-thumb friend, some ~ 
trees you'll never have to prune." 
AFSC is helping the Mohawk people 
recover their farming and fishing traditions. 
For $80 a family will plant 16 fruit trees on the 
banks of the St. Lawrence River. 

"For a woman who talks back and speaks up for 
justice" ... this gift of training maquiladora workers 
on the Mexico/US border to organ ize, fight work 
hazards and take charge of their reproductive health 
($50). H elp the silent find their voices. 

'

"On your wedding date, 250 lbs. of maize 
seed are on the way to Somalia" where 
floods have drowned people, animals and 
staple crops such as maize ($35). 

r------------------------------------~ 1 Cards @ $35 each. Contributions are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable to AFSC. 1 
I Seed s for Somalia $ # __ card(s) Return to: AFSC Development Office, I 

I 
1501 Cherry St., Philadelphia, PA 19102-1479 I 

Health Information $ # __ card(s) 

I NAME I 
Water buffalo $ # __ card(s) (please print) 

I ADDRESS I 
I 

Chickens for Haiti $ # __ card(s) 1 
CI1Y ST __ Z IP-------

1 Fruit Trees $ # _ _ card(s) I 
I 

Credit card charge: 0 MasterCard 0 VISA I 
Additional gift for general support $ _ __ _ 

I # I 
l ro~#~m 1 Exp. date Signature. _______ ___ _ 

I TOTAL $ ______ _ 
To place a credit card order, call toll free: 1-888-588-2372. FJ98 I 

~------------------------------------~ 
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