
\ 
\ 

\ 

consistently following this path over the 

long term would eventually obviate all 

issues of tnulticulturalism, multiracialistn, 

and inclusiveness. 
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Among Friends 

How Much Diversity? 

W hen FRIENDS JouRNAL announced last fall our intention to publish a special 
ssue on Diversity among Friends, we gave the following explanation: "This 
topic is to be understood as broadly as you wish." We had in mind a 

comprehensive examination of the ways in which Friends are (or could be) diverse. In 
looking over the table of contents on the next page, one could accurately conclude 
that this original purpose of the special issue has not been achieved. What you will 
find-which reflects the submissions that we received-is an emphasis on a few 
categories, with huge areas missing. There is little on theological differences, little on 
physical differences (the exception is deafness and hearing loss), and nothing on age, 
economic class, education, sexual orientation, geography, or the many other ways in 
which Friends diverge from each other. 

Instead-in addition to a few broadly focused comments on how we deal with 
differences among us (which are very instructive of the dynamics of diversity in 
general)-the majority of articles explore one area: racial diversity. Given that Friends 
are exploring this issue in many yearly meetings at present, perhaps this is the one area 
of diversity most in focus for Friends at this time. Or perhaps Friends, like many in 
our society, associate the word "diversity" with multi-racialism, particularly relations 
between African Americans and those of European descent. 

This past spring, as we solicited articles on various themes for the issue-including 
racial diversity-a message with a caution arrived by e-mail (edited for clarity): 

I have a problem with a request from any publication that will focus on 
"diversity" and then speaks of the importance of"racial issues" being included. 
Part of our discussion needs to be on why we align the "concern" about being 
diverse with the behaviors of racism. Diversity is a healthy thing or behavior. 
Articles on racial issues in the Religious Society of Friends that I have read are 
always articles on racism. Are there some racial issues that show up as something 
other than that? Racism is not a good thing- in fact, a murderous thing. This is 
for me not an issue of semantics. I am all for diversity! I am all against racism. 
As long as we include "racial issues" in a focused publication on diversity it is 
my feeling we are doing a disservice to a discussion of diversity. I am not aware 
that, in the history of Quakerism, diversity has ever been a "problem"-it is the 
racism of the Religious Society of Friends yesterday and today and, if we keep 
this up, tomorrow that needs not just discussion but action and changes in 
behavior. 

As you will see-in line with this warning-racism, rather than diversity, is front­
and-center in most of the articles that we offer on this subject. There is d early 
unfinished business among Friends in attending to racial discrimination. 

I will not try to summarize the thrust of these writings except to caution you in 
advance that intricate sub-themes probe down not only to the deeper levels of the 
consciousness of Friends, but to those of the larger culture. Much that is here is 
instructive well beyond the subject of racism and racial diversity. These articles will 
not always make for comfortable reading, but they aim to be truthful. For the 
Religious Society of Friends today, focusing on cross-racial understanding and 
appreciation is dearly as important as it has ever been. 
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Simple living 
My husband, Harrison, and I left 

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 20 years ago, 
having been members ofValley and 
Haverford Meetings for 20 years. Since 
then we have lived in Houlton, Maine, 
which is only three miles from the Canadian 
border, and have been members of 
Houlton-Woodstock Worship Group of 
New Brunswick Meeting, Canadian 
Yearly Meeting. 

The main reason we left the Philadelphia 
area was to live in a less expensive part of the 
world, because we were quitting our jobs 
(Harry was a tenured associate professor at 
West Chester University, and I worked at 
the University Museum of University of 
Pennsylvania) so as not to have to pay for 
war and preparations for war. The sale of 
our home in Haverford (part of the Quaker 
community around Haverford Meeting) and 
purchase of our very inexpensive home in 
the small town of Houlton allowed us to put 
the difference into federally tax-free 
municipal bonds. Over time, we have been 
able to add to our holdings of municipal 
bonds. Although the interest is very modest, 
the principal is secure as inheritance for our 
descendants. 

For most of our years in Maine we have 
never had to pay a cent of income tax to the 
federal government, while at the same time 
we were helping to finance numerous life­
enhancing state, city, and county projects 
such as schools, higher education, and bener 
sewer systems. This year we had to pay $15 
to the IRS, but with $3 apiece going to 
suppon presidential elections, that amount 
was reduced to $9. Because we did not have 
to write a big check to the IRS for April15, 
we were able to contribute to Oxfam 
America, UNICEF, and other groups for 
relief in Iraq. In other words, we have the 
opponunity to carry out our own foreign 
and domestic aid program in lieu of paying 
federal taxes. We happily pay the state and 
local taxes that suppon our wonderful local 
school system and other wonhy projects. All 
the while, we have continued to be peace 
activists and sleep bener at night. 

For those who are troubled by Jesus' 
words, "Render to Caesar .... " (Mark 
12: 13-17), please consider if you reread this 
passage the fact that there were several kinds 
oflegal tender in Jesus' day: Roman and 
Jewish coinage. Why did Jesus ask that the 
Pharisees show him a coin instead of 
reaching into his own pocket? Perhaps the 
whole point of this exercise was to find out 
what type of coinage the Pharisees were using. 
He did find out, when they produced a coin 
with Caesar's image as God on it rather than 
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Jewish coinage. This demonstrated to 
observers that these Pharisees had already 
"sold out" to Caesar. So, he stated: "Render 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar's," i.e., 
the hypocritical Pharisees themselves. 
Perhaps that is why all were amazed as Jesus 
turned the tables on them. 

This year many people are feeling 
especially troubled about praying for peace, 
and paying for war. Yet, many do not seem 
to be aware that in the U.S., income from 
most municipal bonds is free of federal taxes. 
Harry and I wrote a handout flyer for 
consciousness-raising activities on April15 
about taxes and war. Over 30 percent of 
federal tax money goes for war, or 
preparations for war. We laud those who live 
under the taxable level. Municipal bonds 
offer another option for those concerned 
about how their federal tax dollars are spent. 
Ir is not too soon for those who have jobs to 
start putting any spare cash into tax-free 
municipal bonds so that down the road they 
will be able to suppon life-enhancing rather 
than life-destroying activities financially. It is 
very legal. 

W e enjoy each and every issue of FRIENDS 
jOURNAL. Thanks to all the staff. 

Marilyn Roper 
Houlton, Maine 

Focusing promotes peace 
I was so glad to read "Focusing on the 

Light" by Nancy Saunders (F]Jan.) . I'm a 
lifelong Friend and have been using focusing 
for about 13 years now. It was wonderful to 
hear Nancy's view of the overlap between 
Friends and Focusing, in the shared views 
that Truth can be experienced by each 
person, that Truth can be experienced 
directly by each of us without intermediary, 
that Truth is larger and more fundamental 
than any symbolic expression, and that every 
single person is valuable. 

The commonalities don't stop with those 
between Quaker spiriruality and Focusing. I 
recently have been blessed and supponed by 
a clearness comrninee set up to help me 
clarifY the leading to do psychosocial wellness 
work in Mghanistan this fall. Being held in 
the Light by this small group of Friends while 
I listen inside myself for guidance from the 
Holy Spirit feels and works almost the same 
as being listened to by a companion while I 
am focusing. Both clearness committees and 
focusing can illuminate social action leadings 
in similar ways. 

Focusing has also helped Friends live 
some of their testimonies. Roben Lee, a 
Friend now in Costa Rica, wrote me 

about introducing Focusing to Friends 
Meeting at Cambridge (Mass.) in the late 
1980s as a way of fulfilling the testimony on 
mutual care within the meeting. I have 
found Focusing to be a practice that helps 
me live my Peace Testimony more 
effectively. It gives me a way to create peace 
between the warring parts of my self and 
helps me be more peaceful, kind, 
compassionate in my attitudes and actions 
towards my family members, my work 
colleagues, and even towards people I 
disagree with heanily. 

If other Friends would like to join this 
exploration of how Quakerism and Focusing 
enhance each other, they can find out more 
about Focusing by contacting the Focusing 
Institute in New York, (845)362-5222, 
<WWW.focusing.org>, or Focusing Resources 
in Berkeley, (510) 666-9948, <WWW 
.focusingresources.com>. 

Nina joy Lawrence 
Corvallis, Oreg. 

One size may not fit all 
Jack Powelson, in "Friends in Business," 

(F]May) believes that "unprogrammed 
Friends these days look down on the doers 
of business as we become more heavily 
teachers and professionals whose spiritual 
values, we arrogantly think, are superior to 
those of profit-seeking business people." Jack 
Powelson makes no distinction between the 
values of multinational corporations, in 
which workers are objects rather than 
persons, and the values of smaller businesses 
in which respect for the personhood of 
workers and the development of cooperation 
in the workplace can be one of the methods 
that generate profit. He conflates Wall Street 
with Main Street and assumes that his fellow 
Quakers do also. 

His belief that globalized capitalism is the 
answer to world poveny, and his 
enumeration of such beliefs as allowing 
sweatshops to stay in business and avoiding 
raising the minimum wage, inspired us to 
peruse "The Quaker Economist," his website 
in which the neoconservative ideology of the 
people who currently control the United 
States economy is offered to Friends who 
seek economic justice and equality. But 
Friends perceive that the current American 
economic regime facilitates the rich getting 

·richer and the poor gening poorer. We see it 
every day. We flounder as we seek ways to 
reverse this trend. Our task is complex 
because there are a multiplicity of economic 
theories supporting a multiplicity of political 
arrangements. 

To cling to the simplicity of the 
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Viewpoint 

The Common Source of Law and Religion 

W e often think of law and relig­
Ion as very different in nature, 
and in many ways they are. 

Religion finds its source in inspiration 
and intuition, while law is largely the 
work of the rational mind expressed by 
political bodies. 

When the world's religious leaders have 
spoken out repeatedly against war in Iraq, 
they have based their appeal both on the 
moral requirements of religious faith and 
on the requirements of international law. 
This surprised me at first, but also got me 
thinking, and has helped me understand 
that the fundamental principles of law 
and morality are identical and permeate 
all religions and cultures. 

Both morality and law, wherever they 
are found, seek a single standard ofbehav­
ior for ourselves and others. That stan­
dard is that the principles of action we 
demand others honor and respect, we 
must also apply to our own behavior. 
This is the essence of the Golden Rule, 
embodied in one form or another in all 
the world's religions. In Christianity this 
is expressed as "Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you"; in Juda­
ism as "What is hateful to you, do not to 
your fellow man; that is the entire law, all 
the rest is commentary"; in Islam, "No 
one of you is a believer until he desires for 
his brother that which he desires for him­
self"; and in Buddhism, "Hurt not others 
with that which pains yourself." This is 
also the fundamental principle of the rule 
of law, which is expected to apply univer­
sally to all, and is embodied in the familiar 

capitalist creed is to deny the fact that 
economics is not a fundamental science like 
physics; it is derived from the interplay of 
politics and culture. Though we must lace 
the fact that our personal practice of 
simplicity, by itself, will not bring 
economic justice to the poor, we need not 
revert to that old-time religion of 
unbridled capitalism. In economics, one size 
may not fit all. We must be patient and 
creative as we constrUct new paradigms in 
which the quest for profit proceeds 
constrUctively within a community, and in 
which communities cooperate globally. 

Terrence T Downes 
Frances Brown 

Pasadena, Calif. 
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axiom, "No one is above the law." 
This common standard of conduct ap­

plied to conflict resolution has given us the 
religious principles of both nonviolence and 
just war. It has also given us the legal concept 
of a fair trial, and the treaties and rules of 
international law, including the Nuremberg 
Principles and the Charter of the United Na­
tions. Fundamental to these religious and le­
gal rules and principles is a respect for all 
people, and for common norms of mutuality 
and fairness. 

When religious leaders have spoken out 
against unilateral U.S. war against Iraq, they 
have called on our nation's government to 
apply these basic principles oflaw and moral­
ity to its actions. They have asked us to respect 
and value the lives of Iraqi people, whether 
civilians or soldiers, just as we would our own. 
They have also asked us to respect the rules of 
law we have helped establish over the years, 
just as we wish and expect other nations to do. 

A good and thoughtful friend of mine has 
often reminded me that when we are consid­
ering the fairness and justice of our actions 
regarding others, the real test is whether we 
would be willing to trade places with them. 
How do our current actions in the world 
stand up to this test? 

Would we be willing to have other nations 
and peoples act on their own with force against 
us when they perceive us to be a threat? Or do 
we wish them to present their grievances and 
their proof to international bodies such as the 
UN Security Council or the World Court, 
and to abide by a common decision, as re­
quired by the legal principles we have all 
adopted? 

Markets require altruism 
I was troubled by Jack Powelson's six 

beliefs as published in the May FRIENDS 
jOURNAL. Why did I fmd four out of six of 
Jack's beliefs mistaken? The rwo beliefs 
which I find correct are: "The environment 
should be protected," and "Debts should be 
repaid." 

I believe Jack has honestly and sincerely 
stated his beliefs. Still, the cause of our 
differences may be of great importance. I 
find that our differences of belief can be 
located in the 20th-century successes of 
myths within the economic disciplines as 
taught in our public media and in our 
institutions of higher learning. 
Early in his note Jack referred to loans by the 

If our leaders are accused of genocide 
and waging aggressive war in violation 
of the Nuremberg Principles we devel­
oped for use against the Nazis, do we 
want the evidence against them to be 
presented to the International Criminal 
Court or another tribunal, or do we con­
done immediate assassination attempts 
and the bombing of our leaders' homes by 
their accusers? 

I think it is clear how we wish other 
nations and peoples to proceed under these 
circumstances. We want them to comply 
with international law and to refrain from 
violent actions. 

My friend's "Golden Rule" test of our 
willingness to trade places with others also 
applies closer to home. In dealing with 
our national and state budget crises, as we 
srruggle with the question of what are fair 
and just levels of taxation and social ser­
vices, what do we think of a system that 
leaves a substantial portion of our people 
without health insurance and proposes to 
cut basic services to the poor? If we were 
to trade places with those in need, would 
we consider that failure of service just? 

Whatever faith orientation we come 
from, our values call us to mutual respect 
for others at home and abroad. And they 
enjoin us to constantly test our behavior 
against the easily forgotren but essential 
standard common to both law and relig­
ion-that we act unto others as we would 
have them act unto us. It sounds simple, 
but can we do it? 

Daniel Ckzrk 
Walla Walla, Wash. 

World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund. Jack was right to criticize 
those who urge loan forgiveness benefiting 
corrupt despots who have squandered or 
pocketed their borrowing. I immediately 
thought of multinational corporations as 
"corrupt despots." Clearly Jack holds a 
different view of corporations. Notice Jack's 
belief: "Globalization and multinational 
corporations will be the main agents lifting 
the poor out of poverty." 

The economics taught in universities, 
integral to the daily news, and implicit in 
advertising is based on the myth that the 
behavior of humans in markets is mostly or 
entirely selfish. Quite to the contrary, a 

Continued on p. 54 
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WHY DO 

Friends Need by Patience A. Schenck 

Diversity? 

he discernment of God's will is 
not easy. A person's hearing of the "still, 
small voice" in silent worship is vulnerable 
to corruption by limited experience, bi­
ases, and emotions. We seek suppon for 
individual discernment in meeting for busi­
ness where Friends seek direction for the 
meeting by sharing different ideas, and in 
clearness committees where one person 
receives input from several Friends of var­
ied experience and outlook. We believe 
these group processes help us discern a 
purer Truth and come closer to under­
standing God's will. 

It requires maturity for someone to 
recognize the need for help with discern­
ment. Some people can't distinguish be­
tween what they have experienced and a 
broader perspective, between their feel­
ings and objective reality, between their 
aspirations and God's leading. 

Patience A. Schenck, who recently completed 
three years as clerk of Annapolis (Md.) Meeting, 
leads antiracism workshops among Friends. She 
is happily retired ftom paid employment. 
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Our predominantly European Ameri­
can meetings have a similar problem. The 
majority of our members are white, 
college-educated, and comparatively 
comfonable financially. Like individuals, 
our meetings have biases. A diverse mem­
bership would provide a broader perspec­
tive and help us more nearly approach 
God's Truth. 

Those of us who belong to dominant 
groups often don't recognize our culture's 
limitations. Our ethnocentricity blinds us, 
much as personal factors can skew the 
perceptions of individuals. The white 
middle class has a panicular problem rec­
ognizing its biases because it produces the 
majority of writers of textbooks, editors of 
newspapers, and those who decide what 
merits media coverage. We are the people 
whose prejudices become institutionalized. 
Quakers vary in some ways from most 
people in this larger group--our adher­
ence to the Peace Testimony is a good 
example--yet we are pan of that culture. 
We live in the world, and the world leaves 
its mark on us. 

Those of us who are European Ameri­
cans tend to believe we are the norm. We 
are the standard against which we mea­
sure others. When I lead antiracism work­
shops, I often recount the story of a rela­
tive who traveled from his home in Illinois 

to New Mexico. When I asked him about 
his trip, he said, 'The people we met were 
really interesting. About a third of them 
wereAmerican Indians; about a third were 
Mexicans; and about a third were [pause] 
you know, regular people." We think other 
people are interesting and possibly wonhy 
of respect, but we are the "regular people." 

I invite you to do an exercise I ask of 
workshop members: list three words to 
describe yourself, words that would help 
someone recognize you in an airpon. (Do 
it now, before you read on.) 

Almost always, people of color men­
tion that they are African American, His­
panic, Chinese American, or whatever else 
they might be. It seldom occurs to Euro­
pean Americans to mention their ethnicity 
or color. Again, this group thinks it is the 
norm, the given. 

A major current within antiracism work 
today is the study of whiteness. What does 
it mean to be white? What panicular 
attitudes and beliefs are specific to the 
dominant culture? As this group gains 
awareness of its idiosyncrasies, as it views 
itself as just one of many cultures, it will 
recognize that it has biases and needs help 
with discernment. 

So how would diversity improve our 
discernment of Truth? Several examples 
might help: 
1. In my business meeting, we considered 

a minute in suppon of affirmative ac­
tion when hiring someone to cut the 
grass, plow the snow, or audit the ac­
counts. Some Friends questioned the 
need. The presence of anAftican Ameri­
can Friend heightened our sensitivity 
and commitment to fairness, and we 
adopted the minute. 

2. Most members of our meeting are rela-
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tively comfonable economically-un­
like Friends in the early years, who 
were drawn from a wide range of occu­
pations and social classes. (While Will­
iam Penn and others in London trav­
eled in the highest levels of English 
society, many of the Valiant Sixty were 
drawn from the poorer, agrarian classes 
of Nonhero England.) If we anract 
people from a range of socioeconomic 
classes, we might develop a different 
and perhaps better-informed perspec­
tive when facing fiscal decisions. 

3. African American churchgoers often 
touch me deeply. Their culture, in 
my opinion, incorporates the teach­
ings of Jesus to feed the hungry and 
clothe the naked. Certainly I see 
charity among Friends, but seldom the 
same deep commitment to help our 
brothers and sisters in need. People 
who grew up in African American 
churches could deepen our understand­
ing of the Gospel. 

4. Recent national legislation limits our 
freedoms in the name of security. 
As we balance security and personal 
freedom, the input of]apanese Ameri­
can Friends who were interned during 
World War II would enrich our 
discussion. 

5. A Friend of color told me how deeply 
she is touched by the idea that there 
is that of God in everyone. It touches 
me too, but because of her experience 
of being treated as a lesser being, 
this belief goes right to her heart. 
God within is a very basic precept of 
our religion, and she brings to it a 
deeper dimension. 
Diversity may come at a cost. Many of 

us are attracted to our meetings not just 
because we find God in the silent worship 
but also because we are anracted to a 
community of people who think and act 
like we do. Many Friends vote Demo­
cratic, de-emphasize meat in their diet, 
and dress casually. It is very comfortable 
to share opinions and customs. I find 
this gratifying mysel( If the meeting 
incorporates people with different tastes, 
habits, and sensibilities, it may shift the 
comfon level. I honestly don't know how 
much diversity a community can embrace 
and still hold its center. We will have to 
learn as we go. 

However, we are called to be a spirirual 
community, joined together in that which 
is eternal. If some of us like tabbouleh at 
potlucks and others prefer teriyaki or ta-
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Those of us who belong to dominant groups often 

don't recognize our culture's limitations. Our 

ethnocentricity blinds us, much as personal 

factors can skew the perceptions of individuals. 

males, that cenainly can be an asset rather 
than a detriment. If some like to dress up 
on First Days and others love to wear 
jeans, we can learn to live with that differ­
ence. But a respect for our traditional 
testimonies and a commitment to seeking 
God's leading in silent worship are basic 
to who we are. 

We will be challenged to consider what 
is essential to our faith and what is merely 
a difference in preference. Making that 
distinction is a wonhwhile exercise any­
way. In fact, people considering member­
ship should be dear they are anracted to a 

community of people sharing life in the 
Spirit, not just to a comfonable social 
gathering of like-minded folks. 

Quakerism is not for everyone. Some 
people find the Spirit in silent worship 
and embrace our testimonies. Others are 
more deeply touched by music, ritual, and 
a creed. However, these personality char­
acteristics know no racial or ethnic bound­
aries. We seek individuals whose heans 
leap at the possibility of encountering God 
in silent worship, those who find the testi­
monies liberating. 

If white Friends are truly open and free 
of the arrogance that they are the "regular 
people," and if a meeting is known 
throughout the community, those who 
hunger for what Quaker worship offers 
will find it, and they will bring knowledge 
and perspective that will enrich Friends' 
ability to discern God's Truth. 

At the 2002 Friends General Conference 
Gathering in Normal, Illinois 

Many Friends are working for more 
diversity. I believe God is calling us to be 
inclusive communities in which people 
with a similar spiriruallonging are able to 
worship and seek together while learning 
to be comfortable with differences. Excit­
ing times lie ahead. We will be challenged, 
and we will be better for it. 0 
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owards a 
Peaceable 

by La Verne Shelton 

a Quaker is my 
primary identity, and I consider my 
monthly meeting to be my primaty 
community. My devotion to Quakerism 
has been steadily growing for the two 
decades of my association with it. Yet, for 
several years now as a Quaker I have felt 
like the flappers in the Island of Laputa 
in Jonathan Swift's Gulliver's Travels: 
the minds of Friends often seem turned 
so inward or upward that they must be 
roused "by some external tactation" to 
bring their attention to the realities of the 
here and now. 

I firmly believe our community is 
"peace-able." Firstly, it is an intentional, 
divine-centered source of energy directed 
toward the spiritual growth of all within it 
and of all those in other communities 
with which it intersects. Secondly, this 
centeredness is able to be self-aware and 
respectful of the diversity of core beliefs 
and values within the community and, as 
well, is able to be aware and respectful of 
the diversity of appearances and behavior 
found in both friends and strangers among 
us. And finally, I believe this community 
is willing to engage, "with laughter, love, 
and sorrow," in the labor that can bring 
these abilities to the fruits of right action. 

My concern is to continue and re­
double my mission of being one of the 
instruments of the return of the Religious 
Society of Friends of Truth to its path of 
truth-seeking. Northern Yearly Meeting 
and Quaker educator and trainer Niyonu 
Spann were the messengers who provided 
the most recent reminders to me. But for 
some time now I have believed that truth 

La Verne Shelton, a member of Madison (Wis.) 
Meeting, is a former teacher of philosophy who 
moved into social work in the fate 1990s. She 
works as resource manager for Yahara House, 
which employs a "Clubhouse model" of commu­
nity reintegration for people with serious mental 
health concerns. She is a devoted amateur of 
early music {violist da gamba). 
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Community: 

Invitation 
Co_.Creation 

What structures of 

our culture today 

marginalize people 

of color and other 

politicized groups? 

is co-created, amongst us and with the 
Divine, in an ongoing dialogical process. 

Seven queries have aided me to reflect 
on our meeting as a community (see 
sidebar). In the rest of this article, I state 
some of my own views about the first 
query: What would I like to see changed in 
the meeting concerning issues of diversity? 

During a recent dialogue within our 
meeting about the "back/black bench," as 
illustrated in Margaret Hope Bacon's Sa­
rah Mapps Douglass, Faithful Attender of 
Quaker Meeting: View .from the Back Bench, 
we asked ourselves the following question: 
what plays the role of the back bench in 
our current Quaker culture? That is, what 
structures of our culture today marginalize 
people of color and other politiciz~d 
groups? And further, are we willing and 
able to change these structures so that no 

group is marginalized by our meeting? 
I believe that an essential first step in a 

positive, co-creative dialogue for change is 
acceptance and self-love. This is no less 
true for a community than for an indi­
vidual. Yet, along with that sense felt by 
many that things are "exactly the way they 
should be right now" and that this is a 
beautiful community filled with love and 
caring, I feel there is also a great deal of 
ignorance and lack of skill in cross-cul­
tural interaction. The ignorance is not 
total. Those of us who h ave been 
marginalized in this community, whether 
it be because of age, a hearing impair­
ment, or because some of our beliefs and 
values do not coincide with those of the 
most vocal majority, are aware of the un­
derlying Quaker culture that produces 
spiritual harm to some people sometimes. 

When I identifY our community as 
peace-able rather than peaceful, the disso­
nance I sense does not stem from our 
ideals. I am not speaking of Quaker testi­
monies or about the extended texts about 
our faith and practices that are found in 
yearly meeting publications. Rather, I 
speak of the deep cultural beliefs and val­
ues that drive our everyday behavior in 
our meetings. Texts are interpreted 
through both corporate and individual 
lenses, and the interpretation and the situ-
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acing of them within our particular lives, 
as we live them together, drive our deci­
sions. I believe we need to be as inten­
tional about this deep community lens as 
each of us is about our personal lens. In 
that way, in addition to reveling in both 
personal growth and in the joy of being in 
community together, we can work to­
gether to make the changes that allow us 
to grow as a diverse community. 

In my belief, self-knowledge is difficult 
for a community to the degree that the 
community shares in the mainstream of 
its society. Initially, and in many ways, 
Quakers seem not to be in the main­
stream; yet in protesting mainstream val­
ues out of our feelings of desperation, we 
may inadvertently further them. Our re­
cent tireless quest for peace is a pertinent 
example. My meeting community feels 
great anxiety and unrest with the current 
imperialist activities of the U.S. govern­
ment. We do stand out as peace-lovers, 
even among other peace-lovers of Madi­
son, Wisconsin, because of our insistence 
on the essentialness of nonviolence--in 
all senses of this word-in any action to 
which the meeting puts its name. We seek 
to align ourselves with the divine power 
that takes away the occasion for war. But 
then, much of the work in particular anti­
war movements has seemed to me a dis­
traction from this Quaker testimony be­
cause energy used to protest this war 
thereby takes away from the energy we 
need for constructive peace action in our 
own neighborhood. Through our under-
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lying fear of conflict, we may react to the 
mainstream intention of perpetuating in­
ternational violence and neglect to discern 
the need to minister to hunger, want, and 
ignorance in our own backyard. Are we 
afraid that this face-to-face ministry will 
expose us to conflict? But these unsatisfied 
needs of our nearest neighbors are likely, 
in turn, to drive them to seek violence as a 
solution. Our neighbors are being deserted 
by us, the "peacemakers." 

This means that in our fear-based reac­
tion against the mainstream we simulta­
neously serve its ends in being uncon­
scious perpetrators, through negligence, 
of much that fuels war in this world. I see 
some evidence of this in what I regard as 
underlying Quaker attitudes towards many 

We can be as the 

water lily: well-rooted 

in our own faith and 

traditions and able to 

move freely in 

response to present 

circumstances. 

Seven Queries 

1. What would I like to see changed 
in the meeting concerning issues 
of diversity? 

2. What are some incidents I have 
observed in our meeting where I 
or someone else was 
marginalized or devalued? 

3. What are some barriers to my 
awareness of other devaluing 
incidents? 

4. What structures including 
language, space use. assump· 
tions, decorative displays, ways 
of socializing after/between 
worships, etc. - might foster and 
increase the marginalization of a 
particular group of people? 
(Examples include people of 
color, newcomers, adults with 
less education or mental ability, 
the young, the very old.) 

5. What can I do to raise my 
awareness of these structures? 

6. What can I do to help correct 
shortcomings in my meeting 
culture? 

7. What can I do to enhance the many 
strengths we have as a meeting 
culture? 

sorts of difference. Fear of certain sorts of 
difference and of sinking to the level of 
this difference may lead many of our 
Friends to join the rat race, "seeking the 
best" for their children, for example-less 
noticeable, perhaps, because Friends usu­
ally do so in a quiet, restrained manner. I 
believe this kind of attitude still may feel 
"peaceful" to us, exactly because we move 
with the flow of competition and help it 
along. Moving differently from the main­
stream, when we let go of our consider­
able privilege and refuse to take advantage 
of it, is likely to feel uncomfortable. 

I see us draw into our Quaker commu­
nities and support Quaker groups, such as 
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agree with. But when we as a meeting run 
out of money or become overly judgmen­
tal about the cultures of"outside" organi­
zations, we send the message that we pro­
tect our own and those we choose to 
protect, but have nothing more than kind 
feelings for the many who suffer on our 
very doorstep. For example, I believe that 
the public schools in Madison, as in many 
other places in the United States, are de­
stroying the lives of most of the children 
of color who go through them. Do we, as 
a meeting, speak truth to the power that 
perpetuates this system? Or, do we con­
tent ourselves with sending "our own" to 
Quaker schools or local private or paro­
chial schools? 

I do not have space here to detail the 
specifics of the experiences that have led 
me to read our underlying Quaker culture 
in the way that I do. I invite you to read 
what you can from the descriptions below 
and also to examine the specifics of your 
experience of the culture. My choice of 
what to name in the vision below identi­
fies what I see as lacking in our culture 
currently. Many may be so situated in our 
Quaker community that it seems so won­
derful now and should not change a jot. 
From my bench, it seems wonderful now 
and it has a lot of growing to do. Here are 
some of my concerns. 

Us and Them 
I would like us to make no distinctions 
among people that imply our valuing them 
differently. Members of our own commu­
nity are the friends we know personally. I 
would like us not to expect that the issue 
put forth by them is likely to be of greater 
value than an issue put forth by someone 
outside this community. This does not 
mean we have to share our material re­
sources with everyone, of course. If these 
resources are material, then they are lim­
ited, and it makes sense to share them first 
amongst ourselves when there is need. But 
because spiritual support comes from a 
bottomless well, we need not discriminate 
in providing it. 

Margins and Center 
In a similar way, I would not like us to 
have the expectation that someone who is 
of long standing in our community or 
who comes with the "right" credentials 
from another meeting has better issues 
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with whom we are less familiar in a much 
more intentional way than with our rec­
ognized leadership. 

Inequality 
We are equal to each other in our divine 
spirit but vastly different in our capacities. 
Inequality is essential in the running of 
any large community, for we have differ­
ent responsibilities that accord with our 
abilities. Similarly, our needs vary. If we 
plan to practice the maxim, "From each 
according to one's abilities, to each ac­
cording to one's needs," I believe we have 
a corporate responsibility to discern both 
needs and abilities with cultural compe­
tence. And (this being of supreme impor­
tance) we discern without positive and nega­
tive judgment. I would like us to strive 
toward the goal that no one feel a better 
human being because one's needs are less 
or because one contributes more-and 
that no one feel inferior as a human being 
because one contributes less or needs more. 
I do not think that we will do this without 
great effort, for we seem to partake fully of 
that mainstream U.S. individualism that 
rewards performance because we believe 
that winners "deserve" to win, rather than 
realizing that anyone who "wins" does so 
in great part because of privilege and be­
cause of feeding on the misfortunes of 
others. 

Caring 
I want everyone in need to receive not 
only our compassion, but also our love­
where this includes our commitment, trust, 
and respect. To the degree that we have 
space, time, and material resources, we 
would share them with those who make 
themselves known to us. 

Learning 
My meeting's mission statement for reli­
gious education notes that spiritual growth 
is a lifelong process. We would foster that 
growth in all that walk with us, not just in 
a select group. Opportunities for learning 
would be available to all. We in the main­
stream would go out of our way to make 
this a truth in our community. 

Communication 
In the age of information, communica­
tion seems to be our greatest challenge. I 
would like that we constantly strive to 

communicate our own ideas as clearly as 
possible, with attention to the similarities 
and differences among our hearers. 

Clearness and Flexibility 
Being more intentional in our conducting 
of business requires us to be good listeners 
to the inner voice and to the meaning of 
others. We can be as the water Wy: well­
rooted in our own faith and traditions and 
able to move freely in response to present 
circumstances. 

Truth 
Being a Friend of Truth means that our 
examination of our basic assumptions 
about people, places, and things should be 
tireless and ongoing. Inquiry rather than 
self-righteousness should be our principal 
mode of becoming. 

Trust 
People would not need to prove that of 
the Divine in themselves. We would take 
it as given and, when the divine spirit is 
not evident to us, accept that this is at least 
as much our responsibility as that of the 
person under scrutiny. 

Inspired 
We would conduct our corporate labors 
for the sake of the Divine and do them in 
love and openness rather than in reaction 
and fear. 

I ask Friends to address this and the 
remaining six queries, in order to join 
with me in identifying aspects of our 
Quaker culture that stifle the spiritual 
growth of some persons within our com­
munity and some of the strangers who 
come to our doors. 0 
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Friends "to know one another in that 
which is eternal." In building our com­
munities and in providing pastoral care to 
our members we reach coward that deep 
place that transcends differences includ­
ing race, class, gender, or other external 
categories. Yet we enter our meetinghouses 
carrying our experience of the world 
around us, a world deeply influenced by 
these categories. Sometimes unwittingly, 
sometimes knowingly, and coo often in 
ways that cause distress, we let assump­
tions based in our racial or ethnic back-

Patricia McBee is editor of Pastoral Care 
Newsletter and works among Friends on dis­
cerning and responding to the leadings of the 
Spirit. Vanessa julye is the fanner clerk of 
Fellowship of Friends of African Descent and a 
member of the Friends General Conference Com­
mittee for Ministry on Racism. She has a minute 
of travel in the ministry recognizing her concern 
for helping the Religious Society of Friends 
become a more inclusive community for people 
of color. Both are members of Central Philadel­
phia (Pa.) Meeting. Contributors to this article 
include j ean Marie Barch, Monica Day, Nancy 
Diaz-Svalgard, Pamekl Haines, Chester McCoy, 
Gale Rohde, Miyo Moriuchi, Trayce Peterson, 
Beckey Phipps, Carol Smith, Ckludia Wair, 
and David Yamamoto. This article, along with 
the sidebars by Thea Mace and Gale Rohde, are 
edited versions of articles that appeared in the 
Pastoral Care Newsletter, january 2002, and 
are reprinted with permission. 
©2003 Patricia McBee and Vanessa julye 

FRIENDS JouRNAL October 2003 

Patricia McBee and 

grounds influence the way we relate to 
one another, to our world, and to God. 
How can we help our meetings grow to­
ward our ideal as Friends? 

As we consulted with Friends of vary­
ing backgrounds about this topic, the sense 
that emerged is that the first step is for us 
as a Religious Society to acknowledge 
that we are not the ideal that we long for. 
If we wish to grow coward that ideal we 
need to help each other open our eyes, 
hearts, and minds. We need to be pre­
pared to question our assumptions. Friends 
of European ancestry may not recognize 
how many assumptions are based on 
whiteness. Friends of color may too readily 
assume that an issue chat comes up is 
based in race. W e need to be ready to 
be changed as we learn from one another. 
We need co be prepared for the likelihood 
that discussing race will elicit strong 
emotions including frustration, sadness, 
guilt, anger, defensiveness, confusion , 
longing, and hope. 

WE ARE A MULTIRACIAL 
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY 
An amazing amount of pain is caused by 
the simple failure to acknowledge that 
Quakerism-including North American, 
liberal, unprogrammed Quakerism- is 
multiracial and multicultural. Below are a 
few examples of times when Friends of 
color have felt invisible or unwelcome: 

Vanessa Julye 

• A board member at Pendle Hill was 
escorting a prospective lecturer around 
the campus. As they entered the main 
building a workshop participant ap­
proached them and said, 'There's no 
toilet paper in the ladies room." Since 
both were African American women, 
were they mistaken for housekeeping 
staff? That was how it felt. 

• A lifelong Asian American Friend says 
that she can be "going along just being 
me and then be brought up short" by 
comments such as, "You speak excel­
lent English. Where are you from?" 
"New Jersey," she responds. "Where 
are your parents from?" "California." 

• A lecturer at a Quaker event spoke 
stirringly about white privilege. She be­
gan with, "I, like the SocietyofFriends, 
am white," and went on to discuss how 
white privilege benefits "us." Her audi­
ence, however, includedAfricanAmeri­
can, Asian American, Native Ameri­
can, and possibly other Friends who 
were not white. Similarly, an African 
American Friend wrote about "build­
ing healthy relationships between 
Quakers and people of color," seem­
ingly overlooking Quakers of color. 

• A Latina Friend shared with us that her 
meeting was hosting a series of work­
shops on racism. As fliers were being 
passed out, she noticed there were no 
references to Hispanic, Asian, Native 
American, or any other ethnic groups 
but African American. "I really dislike 
feeling like the race police. I did point 
out that this is not just black and 
white--it is everyone." 
Look around your meeting. You prob­

ably will observe that most members are 
white and middle class. But look closely 
for those who do not fit those categories. 
How do we harm them and the Religious 
Society ofFriends when we refer to Friends 
as a white, middle-class group? To the 
extent that we allow that inadequate self­
concept to persist, how does it limit us as a 
Religious Society? 
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LOOKING AT ONE ANOTHER AS 
WE REALLY ARE 

As you look around your meeting or yearly 
meeting and see people who are different 
from you in race or class, what assump­
tions do you make about them? Do you 
assume they are similar to other people of 
that race whom you have known? What 
assumptions do you make about people of 
your own race? What assumptions do you 
make about yourself as a person with ra­
cial identity? 
• A European American writes, "Most 

of us who are white have never really 
thought about what it means for us 
to be white. We see people who are 
not white and want to reach out, but 
have no idea how because of the legacy 
that has kept us isolated and segre­
gated. We are part of a white culture 
that does not talk about, or even no­
tice, its own whiteness." 

• An Mrican American woman writes, 
"Racism is part of my daily life. It 
affects me in everything I do. There are 
people ofEuropean descent everywhere 
I go. I am surrounded by images that 
are constantly reinforcing that our cul­
tural standard is that of the middle­
class European American, a standard 
that most meetings have adopted." 
Does either of these describe your ex-

perience of the world? How would you 
describe the effects of your race on your 
world view? 

Assumptions about ourselves and oth­
ers in our meetings affect the ways in 
which we interact. What assumptions do 
we make about why people have come to 
worship among Friends? Are we surprised 
to discover a Friend of color who is a 
second- or third-generation Friend? Do 
we assume that a new attender is a refugee 
from explicitly Christian religious ex­
pressions? Some convinced Friends 

Addressing Race in Red Cedar Meeting 

12 

In the early 1990s I began attending 
Red Cedar Meeting in East Lansing, 
Michigan, with my then partner 
Deborah, an African American. At that 
time we were one of two interracial 
couples attending the meeting and the 
only lesbian interracial couple. 

When Deborah raised concerns about 
how few people of color attended Red 
Cedar, some in the meeting responded 
that African Americans prefer a "live­
lier" service full of music, prayer, and 
preaching. Deborah found this stereo­
typing offensive. She continued raising 
concerns, suggesting, for example, that 
the meeting and its Peace and Social 
Justice Committee might find that is­
sues at home, including racism, were 
as important to consider as traditional 
peace concerns in the wider world. 

There was discomfort, if not anger, in 
the meeting about these issues. Often 
Deborah felt angry and hurt herself, 
and sometimes she was alone in ex­
pressing these concerns because other 
Friends of color either did not feel the 
same way or did not feel led to voice 
them. Sometimes this created confu­
sion, but it provided a vivid example of 
the fact that just because people are 
of the same race does not mean they 
hold the same point of view, even on 

issues pertaining to 
race. White Friends are 
not expected to be in 
unity on all issues; why 
should this be expected 
of others? 

In the end, the meeting took 
several actions. The Peace 
and Social Justice Committee be-
gan to analyze how the meeting could 
look at each of its committees to de­
termine what actions they could take 
to become antiracist and hence more 
welcoming to people of color. We de­
cided to make Red Cedar's outdoor 
sign more welcoming by painting one 
of the two hands depicted in a hand­
shake in a darker skin tone. We joined 
with a predominantly African Ameri­
can congregation in a community home 
repair program. Ministry and Pastoral 
Care sponsored a workshop on white 
privilege, as well as a worship sharing 
series delving into the emotional ori­
gins of racism . The meeting also initi­
ated midweek meetings for worship at 
the Black Child and Family Institute in 
a racially and economically diverse area 
of the city. 

All this work certainly made the meet­
ing more aware of concerns about rac­
ism, and it affected many Friends 

of various backgrounds who are spiritu­
ally nourished within the C hristian tradi­
tion are shocked and saddened when they 
encounter Friends who feel Christian lan­
guage is out of place among us. 

Many seekers come to Friends for the 
unprogrammed worship. Do we slip into 
the assumption that African American 
convinced Friends are more likely than 
others to miss the music of their previous 
religious tradition or that Asian American 
convinced Friends are more likely to like 
the silence? We might be surprised by 
what draws a specific person to our meet­
ings. One person of color reported that 
she began to feel connected to her meet­
ing not in meeting for worship or when 
reflecting on Quaker beliefs but in the 
down-to-earth connection when she was 
removing the stuffing from the turkey for 
the meeting's Christmas celebration. 

What assumptions do we make 
about people's backgrounds 

deeply and perma­
nently, but it did not 
increase the number of 
people of color who at-

tended. Nor did it elimi­
nate all tension regard­

ing the issue of racism in 
meeting. 

However, in 1998, when Deborah 
was diagnosed with a recurrence of 
cancer, most of the unresolved ten­
sions and concerns took a back seat. 
Red Cedar Meeting provided both her 
and her immediate caregivers with the 
deepest spiritual and physical suste­
nance as they came to grips with the 
exacting requirements of this final ill­
ness. The meeting lifted Deborah up, 
and Deborah lifted the meeting up, 
as we all witnessed her dying. The 
experience of her death in the midst of 
this loving Quaker community makes 
me feel that there is hope, through 
love, of finding a way to overcome the 
barriers to truly seeing that of God in 
one another. 

- Theo Mace, now of University Meeting in 
Seattle, Wash., and formerly of Red Cedar 

Meeting in Lansing, Mich. 
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and interests? Friends tend to relate to 
each other assuming that members and 
attenders will have a specific base ofknowl­
edge from obtaining a college degree; that 
we are financially secure enough to have 
expendable money; that we are interested 
in current events and listen to National 
Public Radio or read the New York Times. 
Look again at the members of your meet­
ing. Would you be surprised to learn that 
a European American man well known 
among Friends does not have a college 
degree or that an African American woman 
is the fifth generation in her family to have 
one? Does race influence the assumptions 
you make about the financial resources of 
a Friend in your meeting? 

EXAMINING OUR CORPORATE 
ASSUMPTIONS 

Race not only affects the way we relate as 
individuals, it affects our corporate life as 
Friends. Remembering Friends history of 
work for abolition and for civil rights or 
Friends work among relocated Japanese 
Americans during World War II, we may 
be lulled into thinking that Quakers are 
less racist than the general population. 
When Friends of color find that white 
Friends are not much different from the 
rest of the culture, it can lead to disap­
pointment and anger. That anger can lead 
to defensiveness in white Friends. 

A look at our history shows that Friends 
in the past as well as the present have been 
inconsistent in approaching matters of race. 
In contrast to the positive aspects of our 
history of work for racial equality, Friends 
participated in the slave trade, owned 
slaves, segregated meetinghouses, made it 
difficult for African Americans to become 
members, and financed schools for Afri­
can Americans while keeping schools for 
Friends children segregated. In the 19th 
century, Friends worked for better treat­
ment of Native Americans but debated 
whether they should be consulted about 
what help they desired. Some Friends of 
color have found that it seems easier for 
white Friends to build coalitions with 
people of color outside of Friends than to 
address issues of racism within the Friends 
community. Knowledge of our full his­
tory, good and bad, can help us in finding 
our way today. 

Assumptions about race and class af­
fect our meetings for worship and for 
business and every part of our community 
life. Two Friends of European descent 
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were asked by their meeting's Worship 
and Ministry Committee to meet with a 
new attender who frequently spoke in 
meeting, often in ways that showed a deep 
life in the Spirit but sometimes in ways 
that seemed inappropriate. As the conver­
sation progressed, the new attender 
asked for a pause so that she could reflect 
on "the way you white people do things." 
T he meeting members were startled. They 
thought they were talking about the way 
Quakers do things. How do we know 
what of our practice is based in discern­
ment of the Spirit and what is based 
on cultural assumptions of the white 
middle class? 

Our assumptions shape our messages 
in worship and the tone of worship itsel£ 
Our sedate meetings may be an expres­
sion of the discourse of the highly edu­
cated. Can we open ourselves to other 
ways the Spirit might break through 
among us? Might Friends of other cul­
tural backgrounds help us see some of the 
ways our assumptions may block the move­
ment of the Spirit in our meetings? 

We have a custom in our meetings for 
business to ask for a time of reflection and 
re-centering when conflict or strong feel­
ings emerge. When is this Spirit-based? 
When might it be an attempt to avoid 
facing up to something difficult? Might 
there be other Spirit-led ways of engaging 
one another around conflict? 

How do the words we use reflect racial 
assumptions? Some African American 
Friends carry the memory of the term 
"overseer" as it was used in the days of 
slavery. Persons who are neither European 
American nor African American feel left 
out of discussions of race that focus on just 
those two groups. 

How does the decor of our meeting­
houses reflect race? Are there photographs, 
paintings, or quotations on the wall? If so, 
do they reflect the images and thoughts of 
people of color as well as of European 
Americans? Do the books and magazines 
in our libraries reflect positive images of 
people of color? Do they address issues of 
race and class? Do they speak to Friends of 
varying educational levels? 

REACHING TOWARD WHOLENESS 

How can we create the Religious Society 
of Friends that we long for? As we iden­
tify, challenge, and rid ourselves of as­
sumptions we will grow toward our ideal 

(continued on page 52) 

Nine Suggestions to White 

Friends for Addressing Racism 

1. Acknowledge your own racism and 
the racism in the Religious Society of 
Friends. Acknowledge your own 
goodness and that of other whites, 
even racist ones. 

2. Do not seek to distance yourself 
from the "bad" whites and be one 
of the "good" ones. We are all good 
ones, but we all have some racism. 
Answer the spark of God in every­
one. 

3. Don't make people of color do all 
the work of advocating for them­
selves or educating whites. Actively 
take on the issue yourself or, at a 
minimum, be supportive. 

4. Examine yourself prayerfully and 
honestly. 

5. Be ready to listen without defenses 
and create opportunities for people 
of color to tell you about their 
experiences. Even if you do not 
perceive something as racism, 
accept that others may be better 
able to recognize it than you are and 
consider the possibility that their 
perceptions are legitimate. 

6. Don't expect other groups to do all 
the changing to fit into your way of 
doing things. 

7. Develop relationships with people of 
color and expose yourself to other 
cultures. Experience being in the 
minority. 

8. Mistakes are usually better than no 
action. It is important to persist-and 
to take responsibility to clean up 
your mistakes. 

9. You might feel ignorant, awkward, 
and that you are doing everything 
wrong, but it is still worth doing; and 
at some point you will be doing more 
and more right. 

- Gale Rohde, Twin Cities (Minn.) Meeting 
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RACIAL IN EQUAL I 

PAINFULLY 
PRESENT 
among 

Friends 

Kai with his mother and grandmother 

Vanessa julye is a member of Central Philadel­
phia (Pa.) Meeting, which supports her traveling 
ministry {see <www.quaker.org/vanessajulye>). 
She is co-authoring a book, Fit for Freedom, 
Not for Friendship, with Donna McDanieL 
©2003 Vanessa julye 
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'P"•"IT'"•PrP is that of God in every 
thus we believe in hwnan 

God. Friends pioneered in 
reoJgnjtrrtg the gifts and rights of women. 

came more slowly to recognize 
of slavery and of discrimination in 

/ gener:al, and have often been guilty of 
the prejudices of the broader soci­

ety. In recent years, 
Friends have discovered 
and taken stands against 
other forms of discrimi­
nation and oppression 
to which they had ear­
lier been insensitive. An 
element of that insensi­
tivity for some has been 
a failure to recognize the 
privileged status many 
American Friends enjoy. 
As we continue to seek 
the Light, ingrained 
habits and attitudes are 
subject to searching re­
examination." (Faith & 
Practice of Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting, 1997) 

Friends have struggled to live up to this 
Testimony of Equality, yet we still find, as 
John Woolman observed in 1757, that 
people of Mrican descent are "treated ... 
with inhumanity in many places." 

My mother, Carolyn Jones, was born 
in a log cabin in a small town approxi­
mately six miles from Coatesville, Pa. My 
father, William Julye, was born in a little 
town in Alabama. Both of my parents 
grew up in environments where they 
quickly learned that they were seen as less 
than hwnan because they were African 
American. They wanted to shield me from 
their experience of racism. 

They did their best to raise me to be 
proud of my Mrican American heritage 
and mysel£ It was a difficult job to accom­
plish in the United States. One of my 
earliest memories related to race involved 
my mother. Because she is very light 

. skinned I thought she was European 
American. I remember looking at her and 
thinking, "I wish I was white like her." 
When I told her what I had been think­
ing, she was shocked and saddened. She 
explained to me that although she was 
light-skinned, she was Mrican American. 
She and my father were working hard 
to help me be proud of being Mrican 
American, but they had the forces of 
U.S. society working even harder against 
their teaching. 

My parents sent me to private school 
to shield me from their experiences of 
racism in their childhood. I thank my 
parents for their love and desire to give me 
a better life. I know it was a difficult 
decision for them. I appreciate the educa­
tion I received, but I did not experience 
the racial equality they sought for me. 

Beginning in junior high I attended 
Quaker school. I felt isolated, less than 
hwnan, inadequate, and angry. I was able 
to make friends with some of the students, 
but I constantly found myself asking, "Ifl 
were European American would I be 
treated this way?" 

In my second year of junior high, kids 
in our class began to date. There were 
three Mrican Americans in my class, one a 
young man. Everyone asswned that I 
would date him, but we were not inter­
ested in dating each other. So, I didn't get 
to date. My options did not increase at the 
Friends boarding school where I attended 
high school. Although there was no writ­
ten rule forbidding interracial dating, there 
was definitely a practice. During my six 
years at the school there was only one 
interracial couple, a European American 
boy and an Mrican American girl. That 
relationship did not last long. They re­
ceived a substantial amount of pressure 
from the community and their parents to 
end the relationship. 

I remember in high school vowing that 
I would never isolate my children from 
their culture as I felt I had been. 

When my son, Kai, was 18 months 
old, I enrolled him in a predominantly 
Mrican American nursery school in our 
neighborhood. The owners, administra­
tors, teachers, and 98 percent of the stu­
dents were African American. I was going 
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to provide an education that would give 
~y child raci.al equality while not isolating 
htm from his culture. I exposed him to 

people of African descent from all walks of 
life. As my parents had done with me, we 
read books, went to plays, sang songs, and 
looked at magazines, videos, and movies 
that featured African Americans. Kai re­
ceived African American heritage items 
for Christmases and birthdays. I felt sure 
he was going to experience racial equality. 

Then one day going home from nurs­
ery school Kai said, "I wish I was white." It 
took every ounce of strength I had not to 
show my devastation. Where had I gone 
wrong? I thought I was teaching Kai to be 
proud of being African American. Afrer 
he was in bed that night I broke down and 
cried. I did not want my son to feel the 
shame of being African American that I 
had experienced as a child. After talking 
with family and friends, I carne to realize 
that Kai, a smart child, was able to under­
stand that if he were European American 
he would have access to certain opportu­
nities that did not exist for people of color. 

For third grade I enrolled Kai in a local 
Friends school where I thought he would 
receive the academic challenges that he 
needed. At that time we were making 
Quakerism our home. I joined Central 
Philadelphia (Pa.) Meeting, was working 
with a Friends organization located in 
Friends Center, and began participating 
in Friends General Conference's Gather­
ings. Kai and I attended Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting's first residential yearly meeting 
in 1995. Then in fourth grade, he was the 
only African American male of his age at 
the residential meeting. 

On the last day of sessions the coordi­
nator of the children's program and her 
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Kai with friends at Philadelphia Yearry 
Meeting's first residential meeting, 1995 

assistant approached me. 
They asked if we could 
go outside and talk for a 
few moments about Kai. 
As we sat in the shade of 
a big tree they shared 
with me a story that 
would force me to de­
stroy my son's inno-
cence. 

The father of a girl in the program had 
complained to the coordinator that my 
son was physically threatening their daugh­
ter. He was angry and afraid for his 
daughter's life, and he wanted Kai re­
moved from the program. Both the coor­
dinator and the assistant talked to the 
teacher of the group and observed the 
class themselves. They did not see any 
behavior from Kai that was different from 
the other boys or out of the ordinary for 
children that age. It was clear that Kai and 
some of the other boys were attracted to 
this girl. They were all expressing their 
feelings in a ten-year-old manner: poking, 
pushing, teasing, etc. They spoke with the 
girl's father, gave him their assessment, 
and let Kai remain in the program. The 
father did not agree with their decision 
and remained angry. 

Kai and this girl were enrolled in the 
same summer camp for the remainder of 
the summer. The coordinator and the as­
sistant wanted me to be aware of what was 
happening because the father had made it 
clear to them that he felt his daughter was 
in danger of her life, and he was not going 
to permit them to spend the summer to­

gether. During this conference they did 
not identify the girl or her parents. I ab­
sorbed this information, thanked them for 

informing me of what had happened, and 
began to feel fear for Kai. 

It turned out that the girl's mother and 
I both worked in Friends Center. She 
called me, identified herself as the girl's 
mother, and asked if we could meet to talk 
about the situation. I agreed. I was re­
lieved that she and her husband wanted to 
meet with me in person. We met at Friends 
Center, but without her husband; she said 
he was too angry to meet with me. During 
our meeting I saw that she was truly afraid 
for her daughter. I did not understand 
how they could honestly think that Kai 
would intentionally hurt their daughter. 
One thing that all of Kai's teachers had 
always said about him was that he was a 
sweet kid with a kind heart. I listened in 
disbelief as the little girl's mother cried 
and asked me to make other arrangements 
for Kai's care over the summer. I was a 
single parent at the time and did not have 
any other resources available to me. I told 
her that I saw she was afraid for her daugh­
ter but explained that my son would never 
intentionally hurt her. I understood her 
desire for them not to be in the same 
summer programs together, but explained 
that I could not make any other arrange­
ments. Our talk ended with neither of us 
being satisfied with the results; she was 
unhappy that I would not take Kai out of 
the camp, and I was frustrated that she 
wouldn't hear that her daughter was not 
in danger. 

A couple days later, I received a phone 
call from the director of Camp Dark Wa­
ters. It turned out that the girl's father had 
called and insisted that Kai not be allowed 
to attend that summer. I was thankful 

(continued on page 52) 

Then one day going home from nursery school Kai 

said, "I wish I was white." It took every ounce of 

strength I had not to show my devastation. Where 

had I gone wrong? 
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Elmyra (Amhara) Powell 

..__ _ _, n 1992, shortly after I joined Sandy 
Spring (Md.) M eeting and officially 
became a Quaker, it was announced on 
public radio that an organization of 
African American Quakers was meeting 
that weekend on the campus of Howard 
University in Washington, D.C. I was 
curious and tried to locate the gathering, 
but to no avail. 

Sandy Spring Meeting, with over 300 
members and attenders, had only one Af­
rican American member and two other 
persons of color before I began to attend. 
My young cousin, who had attended meet­
ing with me regularly, complained that its 
lack of diversity undermined her ability to 
center down in the silence. Eventually she 
stopped attending. 

I persisted. Unprogrammed worship 
spoke to my condition like no prior reli­
gious practice. I thought of myself as hav­
ing always been a Quaker without ever 
having known it. I did not feel that the 
dearth of persons of color in meeting, 
particularly African Americans like my­
self, was having any particular effect on 
my spiritual life. In meeting for worship I 
became centered without much difficulty. 
I felt free to share vocal ministry when led, 
and I knew myself to be fully accepted by 
other members and attendees. I also be­
carne involved in other meaningful ways 
in the life of the meeting. 

Elmyra (Amhara) Powell is a member of Or­
ange Grove (Calif) Meeting and the only Quaker 
in her entire extended family. A retired trial 
attorney and former student of theology who was 
eventually drawn to the mystical aspects of Quak­
erism, she pursues a ministry of encouraging and 
supporting other Friends in their ministries and 
in their spiritual Lives. This is an edited version 
of an article that first appeared in the january 
2003 issue ofFriends Bulletin. 
©2003 £/myra Powell 
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happened to open 
moment, and there, 
my line of sight, was the back 
brown neck with a head of dark, kinky 
hair. (As it happened, one of our college 
students had invited a young black fellow 
college student home for the weekend.) 
This perfectly ordinary occurrence, how­
ever, prompted some rather unusual 
stirrings in me. 

While casually gazing upon the back of 
this young man's head and neck, my fore­
head and temple muscles began to relax 
when I had not been aware of their ten­
sion. It felt as if warm water were flowing 
gently around my eyeballs. My breathing 
slowed, and I noticed myself feeling calmer, 
more serene--happier even. "How weird," 
I thought. What was going on? My re­
sponses puzzled me. Why was I reacting 
in such an unusual way to the sight of a 
nameless, faceless stranger? 

The second incident occurred many 
months later. It involved a black woman 
who spoke during meeting for wor­
ship. She said that she had come to 
visit the old farmstead near our meet­
inghouse where her family still worked 
land deeded them by Friends almost 
200 years earlier. She could not leave 
Sandy Spring again, she said, without 
expressing her deep appreciation for 
the Quakers' emancipation of her an­
cestors from slavery. As a token of her 
gratitude, she sang a religious song I 
cannot now remember. She sang with 
such great beauty and depth of feeling 
that many in attendance, including me, 
were nearly brought to tears. 

After meeting, several of us went 
over to welcome and thank her for her 
wonderful offering of song. When it 

my turn, to my 
surprise, I threw my 

her and gave 
hug. I felt immediately 

'-U'""'~l<Ou to her, related in some 
were a long-lost friend or 

. I wanted her to commit 
to coming back to meeting again, 

but she indicated that she did not live 
anywhere near the area. I felt acutely dis­
appointed-but why? 

After this encounter, I began to wonder 
whether underneath the unmatched joy I 
felt in silent worship, underneath my se­
cure knowledge that I was meaningfully 
and fully embedded in Quakerism, and 
despite the absence of any conscious feeling 
of racial or cultural distance from others in 
meeting, I was subconsciously experienc­
ing a degree of alienation. I was missing the 
presence of African Americans as a regular 
part of my religious experience. I wondered 
if my commitment to Quakerism had to 
come at the price of ethnic isolation. I 
wondered if my African American spiritu­
ality was somehow inherently incompat­
ible with unprogrammed Quaker worship. 

I began researching African Americans 
in relation to the history of Quakerism in 
the U.S. I found H enry Joel Cadbury's 

I concluded that there was 

nothing Quakerly or even 

natural about the over­

whelming whiteness of 

Quakerism in the United 

States. It was historically 

created by artificial means. 
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1936 anicle, "Negro Membership in 
the Society ofFriends," from the journal 

ofNegro History (see <www.qhpress.org> ). 
After reading it several times, I came to 
understand the dearth of African Ameri­
can Quakers today as an outgrowth of 
prior patterns of racial exclusivity that 
Quakers and most other European Ameri­
can religions shared at the time, but which 
other denominations, unlike Quakers, off­
set later by subsequent evangelistic efforts 
focused on the black community. I con­
cluded that there was nothing Quakerly 
or even natural about the overwhelming 
whiteness of Quakerism in the United 
States. It was historically created by artifi­
cial means, and it has simply gone without 
an effective historical corrective. 

Despite my newfound understanding 
of Quaker history, I nevertheless felt I 
wanted and needed to become acquainted 
with more African Americans who were 
unprogrammed Friends. I wanted very 
much to share silent Quaker worship with 
more than just one or two other black 
folk. I wanted to know whether I would 
discern differences between my usual wor­
ship experience and one in which there 
was more than just a sprinkling of fellow 
African Americans. I determined then, to 
try again to find the organization of Afri­
can American Quakers of which I had 
previously heard. 

I had met a few black Quakers from 
Philadelphia doing volunteer work with 
American Friends Service Committee. 
They surely would have heard of the group 
I was seeking. Upon inquiring, I found 
out how to get on the mailing list and 
learned of their next gathering. Unfortu-
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nately, it was scheduled during the same 
time my family would be driving cross­
country to our new home in southern 
California, and I couldn't go. 

Two years later, in 1996, I was finally 
able to attend my first gathering of the 
Fellowship of Friends of African Descent 
(FFAD). I traveled back east to Morgan 
State University in Baltimore, Maryland, 
filled with anticipation. A group of about 
30 African American Friends and their 
family members attended. I was overjoyed 
to be there. Everyone was so warm and 
friendly. It felt like some kind of home­
coming. I paid my dues, joined up, and, 
some years later, I became a member of 
the FFAD Continuing Committee. 

In the late spring and early summer of 
2002, we members of the Continuing 
Committee were very worried. Having 
the responsibility of planning and execut­
ing the semiannual gathering and for keep­
ing FFAD functioning between gather­
ings, we had been dutifully holding our 
monthly telephonic committee meetings 
with a growing sense of concern as the 
time for the gathering drew nearer. 

Our gathering preregistration numbers 
were abysmal. Like other organizations 
having nationwide membership, we de­
pend upon the willingness of people to 
travel by plane. Lingering uncertainty felt 
by many toward air travel after the events 
of September 11, 2001, was giving us 
pause. Recognizing that under normal cir­
cumstances our gatherings are small (un­
der 50), we wondered whether anyone 
would actually come that year. 

April became May; then June and July 
were upon us. Still our anticipated regis-

Elmyra (Amhara) PoweU 

trations were significantly below the year 
before. What was going on? We could 
only speculate. Admittedly, our site this 
year was less exotic than Jamaica, the gath­
ering place in 2000. Was that a factor? 
Were we being negatively impacted by 
recent overseas travel of the significant 
number of our members just back from 
the 2002 Friends United Meeting Trien­
nial in Nairobi, Kenya? 

In addition, by the time I was actually 
en route to Pendle Hill, I was experienc­
ing spiritual concerns on a much more 
personal level. I had been out of town 
much more this year than was my custom, 
and perhaps my spirits were dampened by 
an inability to get to meeting enough 
lately. I wondered whether my needs for 
spiritual expression in meeting for wor­
ship were a bit too overt, perhaps; a bit too 
intense, somehow; tolerated, but still 
maybe just a little out of place among 
silent meeting Friends. Tiny doubts about 
the fit of my spirituality within Quaker­
ism began taking root. 

My husband and I attended his 
mother's church on the Sunday just be­
fore the FF AD gathering. There, among a 
congregation of hundreds of African 
Americans, I was uplifred by the energy of 
spirit-filled gospel music and rejuvenated 
by fervent prayers emboldened by our 
common, yet unspoken, experience oflife 
in the United States. I wondered aloud to 
my husband: "How much longer can I 
survive spiritually as a Quaker when it 
means being cut off from other African 
Americans to such a degree?" 

I arrived at Pendle Hill with these con­
cerns weighing heavily on my spirit. The 

Fellowship of Friends of African Descent, 
meeting at Pendle HiU, August 2002 
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theme of the 2002 FFAD Gathering was, 
"Come, Holy Spirit, Revive Us Again," 
and one more fitting for my condition 
could not have been chosen. 

For reasons of which I have little un­
derstanding, during my five days at the 
gathering, every experience of unpro­
grammed Quaker worship felt somehow 
deeper and more intense. I consistently 
experienced the silence more profoundly. 
I related more intimately to the spoken 
ministries of others. I was soothed and 
comforted by the many ministries of song 
flowing spontaneously through the gath­
ered group. Time after time our silent 
worship felt "covered." In remembrance 
of our dear departed ones, we poured 
libation in an unprogrammed experience 
that today I still find difficult to put into 
words. Still more surprising for me were 
the two occasions during this five-day 
gathering when I found myself, for the 
first time in my ten-plus years as apractic­
ing Quaker, actually quaking in meeting 
for worship. 

Since my return from that FF AD Gath­
ering, I have been trying to rationalize my 
experiences there. I have even been tempted 
to embrace old stereotypical ideas that we 
blacks are just naturally more musical and 
more spiritual than others. 

Then, while reading the July/August 
2002 issue of Friends Bulletin, I came 
across an article, "Embodying Spirituality 
as a Quaker Man," by Stanford Searl. 
The further I read into the piece, the more 
astounded I became. Stanford Searl's 
article describes his experiences at a 
Quaker men's weekend in England at 
Woodbrooke, and in instance after in­
stance his words described experiences I'd 
had at the FF AD Gathering. He wrote: 

Being with more than 20 other Quaker 
[men], singing together, sharing our pain, 
sorrow, and joy, allowed me to emerge as a 
more embodied, centered [man]--one who 
could bring more of my heart and soul, as well 
as my mind, to my identity as a Quaker. 

I shared parts of my journey with them, 
listened to their journeys, and became ab­
sorbed in a shared spiritual pilgrimage of 
emerging Quaker identity, tentatively grop­
ing towards a more embodied Spirituality. 

Stanford Searl's research sources, his ob­
servations, his questions, and his conclu­
sions could easily have been written word 
for word by me. My insights since the 
2002 FFAD Gathering match those in his 
article with a precision that is astounding 
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to me. What is it about these two different 
settings that explains the profound simi­
larities in our experiences? I think the 
answer may be in this observation of 
Stanford Searl's: 

I've felt in [30] years of participating in 
Quaker business meetings, committee meet­
ings or similar instances of Quaker time, that 
there's a socially defined tendency to regress 
to some sort of Quaker norms, particularly 
when it comes to the treatment of and toler­
ance for emotions. 

Before reading his article, I could have 
easily attributed my FFAD Gathering ex­
perience to the common denominator of 
race/ethnicity. I might have even suc­
cumbed to theories attributing special spiri­
tual and musical characteristics to African 
Americans. But his experience of the men's 
weekend in England seriously undermines 
those convenient explanations, however 
seemingly attractive in their quaintness. 

I think it more likely that we Quakers 
who organize and attend these kinds of 
spiritual gatherings do so because we need 
them. I think we seek a setting where our 
outward expressions of feeling in worship 
seem more genuinely affirmed as being 
wholly within the range of traditional 
Quaker spirituality. It is my opinion that 
meetings may so discourage expression of 
emotion in worship that some partici­
pants resist true promptings of the Spirit 
rather than risk disapprobation, however 
subtle. In my opinion, such self-restraint 
is un-Quakerly, and undermines the vital­
ity of unprogrammed worship. 

Stanford Searl's article cites authorities 
that, in my opinion, speak cogently to this 
issue: "Ben Pink Dandelion pointed out 
[that] the culture in British Quakerism 
[including self-censorship] has become a 
sort of orthodoxy, [my italics] almost a kind 
of noncreedal creed, with many strictures 
and rules" that "undercut a free ministry" 
and are likely to work against achieving a 
comfort level in meeting by those not 
sharing these cultural norms. 

Stanford Searl wrote for me when he 
observed, "Can I rock in Quaker meeting? 
I can hear the various voices: Well, of 
course you can . . . after all, nobody' s 
standing in your way. Unfortunately, my 
very training and education as a Quaker 
stand in the way, don't they?" 

When I joined the Religious Society of 
Friends over ten years ago, I remember 
silently making a commitment to myself 
that I would not become "a brown-skinned 

We seek a setting where 

our outward expressions of 

feeling in worship seem 

more genuinely affirmed as 

being wholly within the 

range of traditional Quaker 

spirituality. 

white person." I had sensed early on that 
on some level my African American cul­
ture might be put at risk not by any reli­
gious tenets of Quakerism, but rather, by 
certain of its cultural expectations and 
assumptions. Adhering to the practice of 
unprogrammed Quakerism too often 
means adopting cultural norms and val­
ues that constrain and censor a truly free 
and sincerely spiritual witness, thereby di­
rectly contradicting the foundational prin­
ciple of Quaker worship: that we are to be 
fully centered upon and led by the Spirit. 
If we were to practice the essence of true 
Quaker worship, we could not be so con­
fined by culture, cut off by mechanical 
measures of time, or inhibited by notions 
of propriety not rooted deeply in Quaker 
spiritual principles. We would strive, in­
stead, to be free in worship, fully open and 
responsive to a full range ofleadings of the 
Spirit, from deep silence to joyful singing 
and even--dare I say it?-to dance. I 
think that fearlessly following this path 
consistently over the long term will even­
tually obviate all issues of multiculturalism, 
multiracialism, and inclusiveness. And I 
believe our meetings will experience vi­
brant renewal and growth in the process. 

The other option, of course, is for us to 
continue in our present ways. And if we 
choose this path, we will eventually lose 
those who are faithfully and ceaselessly 
seeking what Stanford Searl calls, "the 
deep life of the Spirit." The choice is ours. 
Shall we devote ourselves to practicing the 
deep spiritual principles of Quakerism, or 
to preserving cultural styles and manners 
so as to appear Quakerly? I seek the former, 
and participating in the gatherings of the 
Fellowship of Friends of African Descent 
affirms and encourages me along that path. 

0 
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I know of a< lea>t three poop!< who 
believe it is possible to end racism in this 
century. Most of the time I am one of 
them, until I get discouraged. Then I am 
not, even though I continue to work as 
though I were a believer. 

What would it take to end rac-
ism in this century? I believe it would 

We still don't. It is so ingrained in every 
pan of our society that we don't even see 
that it's there. 

And yet when we do notice, what hap­
pens? What do we feel when we hear 
about the Trail of Tears, or the World 
War II internment of] apanese Americans 
in concentration camps? Or when we see 
the jobless youth of African and Latin 
descent standing on street corners? How 
do we deal with it? Sometimes we go 
numb; we just don't want to hear about it. 
Usually we feel bad, maybe even guilty. 
Racism affects us every day and every 
minute of our lives. 

THE 

Role of by Dorothy H.L. Carroll 

take a commitment from all of us to 
admit to our pans of the problem. It 
makes sense that the first step in 
ending racism is getting rid of our 
own. Why do we white Quakers, in 
particular, need to focus on ridding 
ourselves of racism? Because we as a 
community treasure our deep faith 
commitments to speaking truth and 
equality, and we are proud of our 
story that lauds our early stand 
against slavery. We have not faced 
the harder, more embarrassing 
pans. Like many, we stop shon of 
looking at ourselves. It is not easy to 

White Quakers 
IN ENDING 

admit we are infected by racism; it's 
much more comfortable to think 
it's those others out there who make 
racist remarks and commit racist 
acts, not us. 

Unfonunately, whether we admit it or 
not, the reality is that all of us who live in 
this society have been infected by racism. 
As children in school we learned a one­
sided version ofUnited States history, not 
the true history of our brothers and sisters 
of Native, African, Asian, and European 
heritage and what they suffered in the 
U.S. In the movies, on the radio, and on 
1V we heard stereotypical remarks about 
people whose skins were a darker color 
than ours. Our parents made negative 
comments about people of color. We 
learned to think that white was the norm 
and that we were better than others were. 
We didn't even notice it was happening. 

Dorothy HL. Carroll is a member of Birming­
ham (Pa.) Meeting. Both inside and outside 
Quaker circles she leads ending racism work­
shops for people of European descent. 
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RACISM 

In spite of the insidious nature of rac­
ism, please let's remember that it is not 
our fault. We did not start it. We do not 
want it in our world. But we do need to 
look at it, how it affects our lives, and how 
it affects others. And we do need to take 
responsibility for doing whatever we can 
to end it. 

So here are five reasons why we white 
Quakers need to work on getting rid of 
our own racism: 

OUR FAITH CHALLENGES US 
TO DO THIS 
The queries in Faith and Practice of Phila­
delphia Yearly Meeting ask us: 
• Do I examine myself for aspects of 

prejudice that may be buried, includ­
ing beliefs that seem to justify biases 

based on race, gender, sexual 
orientation, disability, class, 
and feelings of inferioriry or 
superiority? 

• What am I doing to help overcome the 
contemporary effects of past and present 
oppression? 

• How does our meeting help to create 
and maintain a society whose institu­
tions recognize and do away with the 
inequities rooted in patterns of preju­
dice and economic convenience? 
We Quakers believe in practicing our 

faith through works. While I was studying 
to become a Friend, I was inspired, and 
still am, by the concept that our faith has 
to be practiced every minute of every day­
not an easy thing to do. James, a favorite 
of early Quakers, emphasizes the point, in 
the second chapter of his epistle: "What 
doth it profit, my brethren, though a man 
say he hath faith, and have not works? 
Can faith save him?" Qames 2:14) 

If we have a faith that asks us to exam­
ine ourselves for aspects of prejudice, 
then we need to put this into practice, 
into works. 
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FOR OURSELVES 
Since all of us in the United States have 
grown up in a society based on the prac­
tice of slavery, white people have ben­
efited from the wealth and the privilege 
based largely on the free labor of the ten to 
fifteen million enslaved Africans. Many of 
us have feelings of guilt as we notice that 
the rich are getting richer and the poor 
poorer, many of whom are the descen­
dants of those slaves. Hopeless feelings 
can arise as we consider being the ones to 
effect significant change in our society: 
"Can I really make a difference? I'm only 
one person." In spite of our hopeless feel­
ings, we yearn for a just and equal society. 

One of the ways to work personally on 
ending racism, and an antidote to hope­
lessness, is to get to know people of color 
and to make friends with them. It's true 
that we have been isolated ftom each other 
for generations, and our cultures are dif­
ferent, so when we go to make friends, we 
may feel uncomfortable, not quite sure of 
ourselves, and we may try too hard: Will 
they like us? What if we say something 
stupid or hurtful, make a dumb mistake? 
Will they forgive us? Even if we have these 
feelings, and make mistakes, we need to 
try. From my experience, people can tell 
when others are trying their best and try to 
be generous and welcoming in return, and 
most importantly, they forgive mistakes. 

I'd like to share a personal example of 
my own racism work. Both my parents 
were descended from wealthy slaveholding 
landowners in Virginia and South Caro­
lina. As a young child I saw the way my 
southern family treated "colored," espe­
cially their own servants. Ashamed of my 
southern family, I consciously disowned 
them. I was proud of my few Yankee ances­
tors and considered myself a true Yankee. 

Now come with me as I attend my first 
adult workshop on ending racism. The 
leader tells me I can never end racism until 
I reclaim my family and my heritage. This 
seems an impossible feat, because for years 
I have purposefully avoided contact with 
my southern cousins. However, the work­
shop stirs up vivid memories. 

I recall a family trip to South Carolina 
taken a few years before. As we pass the 
sign to Edisto Island, I tell my children 
about our first Carroll ancestor who sailed 
there from England in the 1700s to start a 
rice plantation. He became wealthy and 
owned many slaves. Being there and ad­
mitting that my ancestors were slave own-
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ers, my heart is in turmoil. In Beaufort, we 
tour a plantation owner's mansion. While 
holding tight to the fact that I am really a 
Yankee, I wonder if this is the kind of 
cool, comfortable house my family lived 
in while their slaves worked the blistering 
island rice fields. We drive on to Colum­
bia, where my father's family moved in 
the 1800s. The streets are old and tree­
lined; the white houses stand easily next to 
each other, with their shady porches and 
rocking chairs. As we drive slowly by, all 
of a sudden on one of the porches, I see 
the rocking chairs moving. I think, "There 
they are, my ancestors, sitting and rock­
ing, waiting for me, waiting for me to 
come back." A deep, warm feeling comes 
over me, filling my chest almost to burst­
ing. Somehow I feel forgiven for disown­
ing them. An understanding and a forgiv­
ing of them starts to form in my heart. 
They are my people. I welcome them 
back. They welcome me back. 

As a result of this personal experience 
and more workshops on ending racism, I 
can now claim my family and have largely 
given up the guilt that I used to feel about 
being descended from slave owners. I know 
they were good people, even though I am 
clear they were acting on ideas that were 
wrong. As I let go of more of my racism­
a Friend calls herself a "recovering rac­
ist"-! find myself easier among people of 
color, and though I still make mistakes, I 
count a number among my good friends. 

This personal story is only one example 
of experiences we have all had that need 

healing. Doing this work is critical if we 
want to put our faith into practice. It 
promises big rewards. 

FOR OUR BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS WHO ARE NOT OF 
EUROPEAN HERITAGE 
They are separated from us as we 
are separated from them because of the 
huns they suffered and still suffer in this 
racist society. 

Five years ago, we had a big racial 
incident in our town. Our bank had been 
fined $100,000 by the federal govern­
ment for discriminatory practices-for not 
giving just cause for refusing to hire 15 
people of African descent. This was the 
second year this same bank had been fined 
for its discriminatory practices. As we pick­
eted, African American citizens stopped 
to tell us their experiences of discrimina­
tion at the bank: a mortgage refused for 
no apparent reason; a regular request to 
show identification when white people 
were not asked to produce theirs. Once 
again there were no African American 
tellers at the bank, though in the 1960s we 
had picketed all the banks in town for this 
reason, and won. In the end we won 
again. What I learned from this is the 
constant, vicious, everyday effect racism 
has on people of color, the damage it does, 
and how much it hurts. 

In addition to many people from South­
east Asia, we have a large population of 

October 2003 FRIENDS JoURNAL 



mty- rrom NleXlco, Yuerto KlCO, ana 
South America. While our chapter of the 
National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People gets phone calls from 
African American parents for help in 
dealing with the discrimination against 
their children in the schools, Latino 
parents do not call. Yet their children 
drop out of school earlier and in larger 
numbers than any other population. Also, 
more children of color are being pushed 
into special education settings than are 
white children. 

People of color are bombarded with 
racism in many forms while they are out 
in public. It has a serious negative effect 
on their health, longevity, and generally 
on the quality of their lives. While we 
whites continue to bask in the privileges 
our society affords us, our friends of color 
continue to be ground down by the rac­
ism in our society. 

We must also keep in our hearts and 
minds those children of color who are 
being adopted by meeting members. For 
their sake we need to get rid of our racism; 
they need us to think well about them and 
not be color-blind, but be aware of what 
they go through daily as young people of 
color. Thinking selflessly, and with God's 
help, we can surely put aside our own 
hesitation and take a step, any step at all, 
to get rid of our racism. 

FOR OUR MEETINGS 
We are talking more widely among Friends 
now about making our meetings welcom­
ing to all people of color. The Committee 
for Ministry on Racism and the Advance­
ment and Outreach Committee ofFriends 
General Conference produced a valuable 
pamphlet, Seeking Racial and Ethnic Di­
versity: Welcoming People of Color. A few 
very helpful topics in this pamphlet are 
tips for achieving a truly welcoming envi­
ronment in your meeting, and finding 
ways to publicize your meeting and its 
activities among people of color. Friends 
who want to take a step towards ending 
racism would be well served by ordering 
these pamphlets. 

We white Friends often wonder why 
we are still in the majority in our meetings 
when our history is so full of abolitionists, 
when we believe that there is that of God 
in every person, and when we are really 
such good people. There is no question 
that we are good people. But, Friends, we 
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1"\. numoer or us ata gooa ana courageous 
things to end slavery. Yet a number of us 
kept African Americans from becoming 
members, and kept them sitting on a sepa­
rate bench in the rear. And a goodly num­
ber of us today haven't done the work 
needed to make close friends with people 
of color. We know from our own research 
that the best way to bring in new mem­
bers is by personal invitation. To change 
the population in our meetings to match 
the population in our communities, we 
need to make personal friends with more 
people of color. 

While there has been some movement 
in the Religious Society of Friends in the 
past few years, many monthly meetings 
seem to be able to get behind other issues, 
such as peace, more easily than dealing 
with our own racism. Why is this? Re­
cently a woman of African descent who 
leads racism workshops nationally told 
me, "It is hard to get white people to look 
at this issue and do this work. They would 
rather not think about it." But isn't racism 
a contributing factor to all wars? Are we 
sticking our heads in the sand? Is the 
whole issue too painful for us to look at? 
Are we unwilling to face the fact that we, 
too, are infected by racism? 

FOR OUR WORLD 
Looking at the recent wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, we only have to hark back to 
the slavery we allowed to happen. At that 
time we were willing to devalue Africans, 
to treat them as less than human, to en­
slave and brutalize them for our own pur­
poses, using skin color as an excuse. In the 
recent wars with Afghanistan and Iraq, we 
again have allowed it to happen, killing 
people and destroying their countries for 
our own purposes. These people, too, are 
people of color. 

We all carry the cultural memory of 
what has happened to our civilization. To 
become aware ofhowwe have been shaped 
and molded is the first step toward 
un-shaping and unmolding ourselves, 
until we are free of the distorting influ­
ences of racism. If we take that first step, 
and another, then another, and if all of us 
white Quakers work to end our own 
racism, perhaps we can get rid of racism in 
this century! 0 

It was the first day. We were going 

around the group, each sharing feed· 

back. I was feeling shy about my own 
inconsequential contribution, but when 

it was my turn, I was surprised to 

see our leader, Niyonu Spann, with a 

look of rapt attention listening to me 

deeply. I realized then that I carried 

around with me an inner tape that 

went something like: "I don't know 
much about this subject, and besides, 

hasn't the world heard enough from us 

clueless white folks? I should just be 

quiet and listen . . . maybe in a couple 

of years ... "That was the beginning of 

an incredible week of noticing how so 

much of my internal dialogue kept me 

from being at ease with others, espe­
cially people of color. 

I wanted to stop feeling awkward 

around people of color. I will never 

have a full awareness of what it is like 

to be a person of color, but I knew 
enough to figure that as a white person 

I represented the oppressor to them. 

Hence, my greatest gift would be to 

give people of color plenty of options 

to not interact with mel I now saw how 

the static, frozen image of guilty white 

oppressor versus angry victim of color 

tends to keep everyone stuck playing 

the same old tune. My shame at being 

white had kept me frozen and held 

people of color at an arm's length even 

before I got to know them. We needed 
a vision that empowered us to move 

beyond this "stuff." I asked that my 

heart open to the Divine within me. 

- Melanie Sax, an attender of Madi­
son (Wis.) Meeting, recounting an expe­
rience as one of 30 who attended a 
weeklong workshop, "Beyond Divmity 
101," led by Niyonu Spann at Pendle 
HiU in March 2003. 
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.Cngtana Yearly Meettng, at Wheaton CoLLege in Norton, Massachusetts. 

In pcep=cion fo< being a pan 
of your discussion on the important work 
against racism, I have read the material 
you have sent me about Friends and race: 
about Quakers and the abolition move­
ment, Quakers and the Underground Rail­
road, Quakers and the Civil Rights move­
ment, summaries of Friends' current dis­
cussions on racism, as well as queries, 
minutes, workshop highlights, newsletter 
articles, etc. Having digested all this ma­
terial, let me share some reflections on 
what I believe Friends are doing that is 
strong and in the right direction regarding 
racism, and then some thoughts on areas 
where I have concerns, and where I be­
lieve some challenges lie ahead. 

First, here are some areas in which I 
think Friends are doing well-things 
that I believe are strong: 

A firm commitment 
work on issues of racism 
and prejudice within 

New England Yearly Meeting. The com­
mitment seems to be widely held and 
enduring. You are clear that your work is 
rooted in your past but looks to the future. 
I believe that your commitment to con­
front and dismantle racism gives you a 
strong foundation upon which to proceed 
when resistance develops, as it has, and to 
sustain your vision when the inevitable 
ebb and flow of attention and energy oc­
cur. Your work over the last several de­
cades has proceeded in varying degrees of 
intensity at different times, but your com­
mitment to dismantling racism is strong, 
has endured, and appears to be clear and 
vibrant today. 

A desire to tell and to hear the story of 
Friends and slavery, racism, and preju­
dice throughout history. There seems to 
be a real commitment to telling and hear­
ing the whole story. There are so many 
proud stories that countless Friends and 
non-Friends know about the prophetic 

words and daring acts ofWilliam Lloyd 
Garrison, Elizabeth Buffum Chace, 

Lydia Marie C hild, Rebecca 
Buffum Spring, Lucretia and 

James Mott, John Woolman, 
and many others. The sto­

ries abou t what these 

Friends, Race, 
AND SYSTEMIC 

CHANGE 

and have moved others to JOin in the 
struggle, to be brave and to discern a way 
forward through prejudice and pain. 

What is also important and impressive 
is your willingness to tell less inspiring 
stories-when Friends failed to take ac­
tion or acted poorly with regard to African 
Americans or other people of color. I found 
among the materials you sent to me hon­
est accounts of the ways that Quakers 
failed to do the right thing and an open­
ness to discuss this, to learn from these 
difficult and painful stories, to embrace 
the complete history of the intersection of 
Quakers and race. 

It sounds embarrassingly 
simple, but I think one of 
the most radical things I 
learned early on as a 
white ally is to listen 
deeply to people of color 
and to believe them. 

Although I was a member of the 
Religious Society of Friends for a dozen 
years, in reading your material I learned 
for the first time about Quakers' hesita­
tion and lack of action when African 
Americans requested membership. I found 
honest accounts of how black people 
who attended meeting for worship sat 
on a bench set apart from others or were 
tucked away under the stairs; I found 
the truthful retelling of stories ofF riends 
working against slavery and hiding 

Andrea Ayvazian is dean of religious life and 
Protestant chaplain at Mount Holyoke College. 
Previously a member of the Religious Society of 
Friends for many years, she is now an ordained 
minister in the United Church of Christ. A 
longtime activist for peace and social justice, she 
has been leading workshops on dismantling rac­
ism since 1986. This version of her comments, 
which were not recorded, is based upon one that 
was edited from her notes by Patricia Watson, 
editor ojPeacework and a member of the Preju­
dice and Poverty Committee of New England 
Yearly Meeting. It appeared in The Freedom 
and Jus rice C rier, Issue # 10, Spring 2003. 
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escaped slaves but shunning African 
Americans socially and not allowing black 
children tO attend Friends schools. In 
their article, "Fit for Freedom, Not for 
Friendship," Donna McDaniel and 
Vanessa Julye quote Samuel Ringgold 
Ward, a noted African American aboli­
tionist who escaped slavery on the Under­
ground Railroad: "They will give us good 
advice. They will aid in giving us a partial 
education-but never in a Quaker school, 
beside their own children. Whatever they 
do for us savors of pity, and is done at 

) l gth " arms en . 
Friends are well known for their good 

deeds and brave acts with regard to the 
abolition movement, the Underground 
Railroad, the Civil Rights movement, and 
so on. Consequently, I was surprised to 
find the more painful side of Quaker his­
tory also being told, and I believe this is a 
good thing. I commend you for your good, 
hard look at your past. 

Strong leadership on the issue of rac­
ism present and emerging among Friends. 
The leadership that has developed to con­
front issues of racism within the Religious 
Society of Friends is impressive and im­
portant-Friends General Conference's 
Committee for Ministry on Racism, New 
England Yearly Meeting Ministry and 
Counsel's working group on racism, and 
research and writing by Friends (Margaret 
Hope Bacon, Vanessa Julye, Donna 
McDaniel, and others). The very impres­
sive list of resources that you have amassed 
is excellent. Among these is FGC's "Re­
sources for Working Against Racism." You 
are dedicated and thorough, and the 
resources you have made available will 
continue to serve you well. 

The great emphasis on 
diversity, I believe, is 
misplaced. The emphasis 
should be on antiracism. 

A clear awareness that listening deeply 
to Friends of color is important-that 
listening nondefensively, and believing 
Friends of color, is important. It sounds 
embarrassingly simple, but I think one of 
the most radical things I learned early on 
as a white ally is to listen deeply tO people 
of color and to believe them. I see in the 
materials sent that Friends of color are 
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TUTORING JAMES 

James wrote: 

"King was a great American. 

He hdpeJ white people, 

l 
, 

most y. 

I said: 

''Don't you mean King helped black people 

get the same rights as 

whites had?" 

James said: 

''King showed the whites that blacks are good. 

Black folks already 

knew that." 

-LaDeana Mullinix 

fa/)eillltl /v!ullinix is" 11/cm/Ja ofiizvl'lteuillc !Ark.) Mceti11g. 

being asked to speak their truth, to write 
about their feelings, and to tell their sto­
ries. It is clear that an opening has oc­
curred and at least some Friends of color 
are feeling safe enough to speak out even 
when the truth hurts. The Friends of color 
among you are brave. 

Here is what I am concerned about, 
and what I see as the challenges that lie 
ahead: 

Great emphasis on diversity, which I 
believe is misplaced. The emphasis should 
be on antiracism. I do not think integrat­
ing Quaker meetings should be your fo­
cus. Quaker meetings throughout New 
England could remain exactly as they are 
today, predominantly white, not increase 
their diversity at all, and still be antiracist. 

A New Englander recently asked: "How 
does this relate to my meeting, which is 
small and all white, in a small town that is 
all white?" I don't actually think a lack of 
diversity is your problem; I think a funda­
mental shift in your self-identity is needed. 
Antiracist churches and meetings are pos­
sible even in northern, rural Vermont, the 
whitest state in the Union. 

Think about the curriculum in First­
day school, meetinghouse decorations, 
printed materials, and the meetinghouse 
library-you'll need not just books about 
Quakers and famous people of color, but 
books about whites fighting racism, anti­
racism initiatives in schools and churches, 
racial identity development for white 
people and people of color; Cambridge 
Friends School has many examples. 
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It reminded me of the time 

when I was eldered for 

closing the meeting and 

making announcements in a 

too-spirited fashion . ... I 

was crushed, and I never, in 

the decade that followed, 

agreed to close meeting for 

worship again. 

Great emphasis on cleansing Friends 
of prejudice, which I believe is misguided. 
Focus on racism-systematic oppres­
sion-not personal prejudice. Here is an 
exampleofwhatconcernsme: From "Que­
ries concerning Racism and Social Jus­
tice," 1972, Race Relations: "Do you en­
deavor to cleanse yourself of every vestige 
of racial prejudice ... ?" I think it is an 
unrealistic goal because prejudice is a con­
stant reality and should be recognized and 
challenged in an ongoing way. It cannot 
be eradicated once and for all. 

An emphasis on personal prejudice 
overshadows the more important work on 
the nature of systematic oppressions: in­
stitutional racism and white people's 
greater access to social, political, and eco­
nomic power. I define racism as a system 
of advantage based on race (for whites), or 
a system of disadvantage based on race 
(for people of color). The concept of preju­
dice is too individual here, reducing rac­
ism to individual acts of meanness. Look 
broader in your work to the systems that 
unconsciously, relentlessly, and automati­
cally give unearned advantage to whites. 

Great emphasis on reaching out to 
people of color, being welcoming, being 
sensitive. All good, but focus is again mis­
placed. I believe you should stan by focus­
ing on the meaning of whiteness, the feel 
and benefits of white privilege, the experi­
ence of growing up white in America, or 
growing up in white America. Learn about 
what it means to be white. Focus on that. 

Repeated use of the following words 
in the literature that was sent to me: 
unity, harmony, love, silence, tolerance, 
healing. For example: in FGConnecti.ons, 
the bedrock guidelines for work on rac­
ism: "our work will be healing"; The 
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Plainfield Minute in FGConnections: "We 
will move with the Spirit to seek justice, 
healing and reconciliation"; the oft-quoted 
words ofWilliam Penn, "Let us then try 
what love will do." 

All these are laudable and make Friends 
the strong, consistent, loving, and unity­
seeking people they are. My worry is that 
the Quaker culture that totally embraces 
love, harmony, and unity also seems to be 
allergic to conflict and anger. I read this 
sentence in The New Engl£md Friend in a 
report called "Quakers and Racial Justice 
Conference": "We challenged ourselves to 
separate those pans of 'Quaker culture' 
that are truly a pan of our Quaker pracrice 
and those parts of our culture that are not 
necessary to Quakerism per se. For ex­
ample our horror at and lack of accep­
tance of expressions of passion, often in­
terpreted as anger outside meeting for 
worship as well as within"; "our unwill­
ingness to hear or express anger." 

The phrase "our horror at expressions 
of passion" reminded me of the time when 
I was eldered for closing the meeting and 
making announcements in a too-spirited 
fashion. I am not a person of color, but I 
am Armenian, and closing meeting in a 
spirited fashion is just the way I am. But I 
was also a loyal Quaker and an active 
member of my meeting. I was crushed, 
and I never, in the decade that followed, 
agreed to close meeting for worship again. 
I fear the Quakers' horror at expressions 
of passion, abhorrence of anger, desire 
for unity, and emphasis on love will not 
serve you well in discussions about racism. 
Do not hear me incorrectly: this is not 
a plea for unlovingness! It is a worry that 
being focused on love and unity may 
prevent the hard and messy work that has 
to be done. 

In my experience as an antiracism edu­
cator, discussions about racism can get 
heated, difficult, and frustrating. People 
get angry and hun. I worry that you will 
shy away from the natural course that 
these conversations sometimes take be­
cause of a need to remain very Quakerly. 
Western politeness is no ftiend to anti­
racism. I hope you can wed "Let us try 
what love can do" with "Let us try what 
struggle can do." 

Temptation to let acts of charity, good 
will, and acts of mercy substitute for 
change. Systematic change comes from 
brave acts that question systems that rou­
tinely give advantage to one group over 
another. And systems need to be chal-

lenged. Acts of charity often let the domi­
nant group off the hook. We must serve 
guests in soup kitchens and work to eradi­
cate the ongoing causes of poverty. We 
must give money to the United Negro 
College Fund and work to dismantle the 
system of tracking in most U.S. schools. It 
should not be change vs. charity, but acts 

. of charity along with the continuing 
struggle for social change. 

Alison Oldham, quoted in Pb:t.in Liv­
ing: A Quaker Path to Simplicity by 
Catherine Whitmire, writes: 

All of us are enmeshed in that net of rac­
ism, whether we choose to be or not. But 
there is hope. Let me share an analogy with 
you . . .. Racism is very much like alcoholism. 
The alcoholic doesn't choose or intend to be 
an alcoholic; neither you nor I choose or 
intend to be racists, or to benefit from a racist 
society. Both are things that happen to us, 
through no choice of our own, without our 
intent. The alcoholic is not a wicked, evil 
person; neither are you and I. ... The illness 
of racism, like alcoholism, is not my fault; but 
it is my responsibility. I didn't cause it, but I 
must and can control it. 

In both cases- racism and alcohol­
ism-the first step on the road to health 
is to acknowledge the reality, to stop 
making excuses, to stop denying it. We 
need to face the facts before we can cope 
with them. In both cases you're never 
fully cured; the alcoholic is always an 
alcoholic. And I really doubt, sadly, that 
those of us who grew up in a racist society 
can ever totally shed our unconscious rac­
ist attitudes. But we can take responsibil­
ity for our actions from now on. We can 
choose to work to end racism, and learn 
skills to do that. 

The wonderful path for white people 
in the struggle against racism is to claim a 
proud identity as a white ally. The won­
derful path for people of color in the 
struggle against racism is to strive to be 
fully empowered. Guilt, shame, fear, try­
ing to be perfect, thinking you are to 
blame, and using language like oppressed 
and oppressor-those are all in the past 
when we step into the roles I believe we 
are called to assume: white allies and em­
powered people of color. 0 
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y earliest 
memory is of standing at the kitchen sink 
in an old farmhouse in Iowa where my 
grandmother held life in her hand. I 
touched the rubbery, shell-less egg she had 
extracted from the chicken she was clean­
ing with that inherent sense of wonder 
that permeates the very cells of most three­
year-olds. 

Ten years later, after my family had 
moved and the harsh realities of life had 
shadowed much of my childlike wonder, 
I reclaimed some of that innocent awe on 
a backpacking and canoeing trip in the 
Shenandoah Mountains. It was the first of 
many wilderness expeditions, all of which 
cleansed my heart, sustained my spirit, 
and reconnected me ftrmlywith that which 
I value most in my life. It became clear to 
me that I felt most at home surrounded by 
the beauty and simplicity of nature. The 
places where I hiked or paddled seemed 
more sacred to me than any building could 
ever be. 

Heather Sowers is a member of Missoula (Mont.} 
Meeting and belongr to a small Wiccan coven, 
Artemisia Circle. She works with youth, writes, 
and loves gardening and hiking. 
©2003 Heather Sowers 
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der teenage psyche to take in, but it was a 
significant seed planted in the midst of my 
adolescent angst. 

As a college freshman I srudied Asian 
religions and wrote a term paper on Lakota 
Sioux spirituality, which helped me real­
ize that I, too, felt the Earth was sacred. I 
was disgusted, though, by the growing 
wave of white people who were co-opting 
native faiths, and it didn't feel right to 
practice a tradition to which I had no 
hereditary link Then the Persian Gulf 
War intruded upon my idyllic soul-

..5; searching and ignited my innate pacifism 
~ as I protested with thousands, blowing 
~ bubbles and wearing a sign on my back 
§5 that read: "What about the Iraqi children?" 

.2.. My inner quest continued, as did my 
disillusionment with the government and 
its policies. Reading The Color Purple by 
Alice Walker soothed my troubled spirit: 
"God ain't a he or a she, but a It .... It 
ain't something you can look at apart 

I was raised in the United Methodist from anything else, including yourself I 
Church and was an active participant in believe God is everything ... everything 
many church activities. In my early teens I that is or ever was or ever will be." 
began feeling disenchanted with a reli- Like Alice Walker's main character, 
giouscommunitywheremanypeoplelived Celie, I had believed God was an old 
lives far removed from the loving kindness white man with a blue robe and sandals 
that Jesus Christ exemplifted. I eagerly who lived up in the clouds with Jesus on 
took a Sunday school class led by a pro- one side and this Holy Spirit-
gressive member of my church that St~J!b--thi:ngonme-otht::~~ike Celie, I realized 
ied other religions. this limiting 

At age 16 I stopped to church all with 
and started reading stories and 
playing Dungeons Dragons on Sun-
day mornings the 
local comic 
A pivotal ""'J"''"' 

Quakerism, 
EARTH-CENTERED 

SPIRITUALITY, 

\ 

and the Goddess 
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a transformative Feminist Theology course 
that was blessed by a visit from the inspir­
ing Quaker sociologist Elise Boulding, 
who invited us to imagine a planet with­
out rape and violence against women. My 
worldview was turned upside down. Most 
of the art I did in the drawing class I also 
had that semester was vagina-like and 
wildly feminine. I attended a Wiccan full 
moon ritual and read the classic primer 
on modern witchcraft, The Spiral Dance, 
by Starhawk. 

Wicca is one of many Earth-centered 
traditions with contemporary followers 
that fall under the umbrella of "Pagan." 
Its primary focus is on pre-Christian Celtic 
and European holidays and deities, and 
since I am of European heritage, Wicca 
did not seem off-limits in the same way 
that Native American spirituality did. Male 
and female modern-day practitioners of 
Wicca often call themselves Witches in 
order to reclaim the word from the nega­
tive connotations of "a woman with 
supernatural power by compact with 
evil spirits," as defined in Webster's New 
World Dictionary. 

The Goddess in her many faces is cen­
tral to Wicca, though most Wiccan tradi­
tions honor the God in all his faces as well. 
After a lifetime of purely male images of 
the Divine I was hungry for feminine 
ones. I was drawn to specific goddesses 
like Artemis/Diana, the Greco-Roman 
goddess of the moon and wild things, and 
Brigid, the fiery Celtic goddess of 
smithcraft, healing, and poetry. Most of 
all, I was enthralled with broader images 
of an eternal feminine spirit. The Goddess 
in her archetypal sense encompasses the 
Maiden, Mother, and Crone; it affirms 
me to see all ages of a woman's life cel­
ebrated and honored. This passage from 
Judith Dueck's Circle ofStones rocked me 
to my core-and I have witnessed other 
women moved to tears by it as well: 

How might your Life have been different if, 
deep within you, you carried an image of the 
G reat Mother, and, when things seemed very, 
very bad you could imagine that you were 
sitting in the lap of the Goddess, held rightly, 
embraced at last. And that you could hear Her 
saying to you, 'I love you, I love you and I need 
you to bring forth your sel£ ... How might 
your life be different? 

Discovering the Goddess through Wicca 
was a balm for my scarred woman's soul, 
yet I knew intuitively that I did not merely 
want to switch from a male-dominated 
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tradition to a female-dominated one. For 
the next decade or so I continued to study 
a variety of religions including Wicca, 
Buddhism, and indigenous spirituality. 
I took classes in tai chi, energy balancing, 
women's history, and even menstruation. 
I attended unprogrammed meetings 
around the country as well as Buddhist 
meditations and sweat lodges. I led a 
feminist theology class at a Unitarian 
Universalist congregation and attended 
several Jewish holiday services led by a 
shamanistic rabbi. 

Now, 11 years later, I identifY myself as 
a "Quitch." I could call myself an Earth­
centered, Goddess-oriented, Universalist 
Quaker, but that's a mouthful! (And no, 
it's not something from Harry Potter­
that's Quidditch.) Quitch is a word I made 
up: a combination of Quaker and Witch. 
It's a bold name because even in the most 
open-minded circles the word "witch" still 
has negative connotations. 

Defining myself as a Quitch began 
when I ventured to Montana to a women's 
backpacking and meditation retreat. At 
that point in my life, even though I had 
been involved with the Religious Society 
of Friends for five years, I did not call 
myself Quaker. I still resisted defining my 
spirituality or officially joining one faith. 
Then a Buddhist woman on this retreat 
said to me, "Heather, if you keep seeking 
T ruth from many different traditions it's 
like digging five wells at one time: you 
can only go so deep. If you pick one 
tradition and commit to it, you can go so 
much deeper." 

Her words rang true for me. That fall, 
when I moved to western Montana per­
manently, I quickly became involved with 
Missoula Meeting and became a member 
six months later. It was a spiritual home­
coming. I felt more centered then ever, 
and within the safety and support of my 
meeting, I could go deeper on my own 
inner journey. While the three jewels of 
Buddhism are the Buddha, the dharma 
(teachings of the Buddha), and the sangha 
(community), my three jewels are silence, 
the Earth, and community. I connect with 
the peace and insight only silence can give 
me through meeting for worship and 
through silent times in the woods, by a 
river, or on a mountaintop. In this silence 
I feel the sacred within me: the Inner 
Light that unites me with All That Is and 
dissolves the limiting separations my mind 
and our society often impose. 

For me my sangha is composed of two 

If you keep seeking Truth 
from many different 
traditions it's like digging 
five wells at one time: you 
can only go so deep. If 
you pick one tradition and 
commit to it, you can go 
so much deeper. 

major communities: my Quaker meeting 
(and the larger Friends fellowship) and 
the Wiccan coven I helped form two and 
a half years after my membership dear­
ness. While I have met several Goddess­
oriented Quaker women who do not iden­
tifY as Pagan or Wiccan, I have chosen to 
identifY as Quaker and Wiccan because 
these two traditions are most in tune with 
my inner sense of what is sacred to me. 

While I have gained much from the 
holy texts of many faiths, my primary 
outer guide is the Earth herself and the 
seasons, elements, and cycles that encom­
pass life on this planet. Honoring the four 
directions is a common element of Earth­
centered spirituality. T he east represents 
air, birth, spring, dawn, thoughts, and the 
mind. South stands for fire, young adult­
hood, summer, noon, actions, and one's 
will. The west represents water, adult­
hood, autumn, sunset, feelings, and the 
heart. Lastly, the north stands for earth, 
elder years, winter, midnight, and the body. 
The four directions and elements give me 
a practical framework to understand the 
world I live in, and a balanced foundation 
on which to build my inner and outer life. 

When I am attending to my mind, 
will, feelings, and body equally, I am most 
in touch with the Divine, most open to be 
led by Spirit. Those are the times when I 
physically quake and am moved to speak 
in meeting for worship, the times when I 
am most present with myself and those I 
love. Yet ifl am out of balance and living 
in my head, I ignore my feelings, neglect 
my health, and often am unable to take 
positive action in my life. 

There are parallels of balance vs. being 
out of balance in our towns and nations. I 
see the current war in Iraq as my country 
acting in a fiery, willful way that ignores 
the heartfelt sentiments of many of the 
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world's people as well as the basic human 
needs of the Iraqis. On a smaller scale, a 
school board that cuts creative arts pro­
grams from a local school system is work­
ing from an unbalanced, heavily intellec­
tual place that denies the value of emo­
tional expression through art and music. 

Within my "four elements" world view 
I se'e the mind and the will as masculine, 
the body and heart as feminine, and the 
Spirit that flows through someone who is 
balanced in these aspects as beyond gen­
der. When I pray I usually begin with 
"Dear God, Goddess, and All That Is"­
my sacred trinity. Since we all have a 
mind, will, body, and heart we all contain 
masculine and feminine energies; this du­
ality is mirrored within the Divine, and 
in the names "God" and "Goddess." "All 
That Is" is my term for what some Native 
American traditions call the Great 
Mystery; to me it acknowledges that ulti­
mately the sacred is beyond gender and 
beyond words. 

Grounded in my identity as a Friend, I 
have accepted that I need the simplicity 

and silence of Q uaker meeting and the 
Earth- and Goddess-centered ritual of the 
Crafr. This union gives my presence in 
each faith community a distinctive color. 
For example, I do not use or own an 
athame, a ritual knife, because I feel a knife 
of any kind goes against the nonviolent, 
pacifist beliefs of Friends. 0 ust for the 
record, Wiccans have an ethical commit­
ment to "harm none," and athames are 
not used on living beings.) Likewise, when 
I invoke one of the four directions, a 
standard part of every ritual, I speak out of 
the silence, just as I would in meeting, 
lening the sacred move me. At my monthly 
meeting I have invited Friends to my cel­
ebrations of the eight Earth holidays (see 
sidebar), led an adult education discussion 
on the Divine Feminine one year on 
Mother's Day, and led a worship sharing 
on spiritual connections to the seasons. 

While the four directions/elements are 
the cornerstones of my life's foundation, 
the Quaker testimonies fill in the gaps to 
make this base solid and whole. Simple 
living leads me to make daily choices in 

The Earth Year, with Seasonal Queries 

what I buy and do that suppon our planet's 
survival. By honoring the Christian roots 
of our Peace Testimony, I preserve my ties 
to the loving Christ whose life and words 
touched me as a child. My commitment 
to equality infuses my actions and is most 
evident in my dedication to letting my 
strong, feminine voice be heard in my 
personal life, workplace, and community. 

George Fox himself was accused of 
being a witch or wizard because his con­
temporaries were so frightened by the in­
tensity of his vision and conviction. What 
would George Fox think of a Friend who 
prays to the Goddess? Are there Friends 
who would be offended by my identity as 
a Quitch? These are real questions but 
ones I have chosen not to lose sleep over. 
What I know is this: Quakerism is the 
fenile soil where my spiritual life has blos­
somed, where I have retained my Chris­
tian roots while digging deeper and reach­
ing higher as I become increasingly clear 
about the spiritual truths that guide my 
life and expand my soul. For this, I am 
most thankful. 0 

Samhain (Sow-en): October 31 , also Halloween. The 
Witches' New Year is a time to remember our dead, 
grieve, and let go of possessions, beliefs, habits, and 
other t hings t hat do not support our lives. 

Beltane: May 1. This lively cross-quarter day pays 
t ribute to passion and creativity in our lives and 
recognizes the challenges and blessings that come 
with healthy unions. 

What do I need to let go of this year to touch the core of 
my being? What losses, tangible or hidden, are causing 
me to grieve this year? 

Yule: around December 21. The winter solstice is the 
t ime to enter the darkness of the longest night of 
the year and the deep silence of winter and touch 
the bright light within. 
What sustains me when, like the leaves of autumn, aU 
else has fallen away? 

lmbolc: February 1, also Candlemas. This cross­
quarter day, halfway between the winter solstice 
and the spring equinox, celebrates the Celt ic 
goddess Brigid. 
What dreams are quickening deep inside me as winter 
turns to spring? What internal compost will help them 
grow? 

Spring Equinox: around March 21, also Ostara or Lady 
Day. This is the t ime to delight in life bursting forth 
from the dead of winter, a t ime of new beginnings. 
What dream or goal is most important to me this spring? 
What inner qualities am I sowing within myself? 
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What am I most passionate about? What creative 
pursuits fue l my spirit? How can I enrich my com­
mitted relationship this year? 

Midsummer's Day: around June 21 , also Lltha. 
The summer solstice is a j oyous celebration 
of life, love, and growth on the longest day 
of the year. 
No queries here; let your hair down and dance! 

Lughnasadh: August 1, also Lammas. This cross­
quarter day honors the first harvest and is a time 
to give back to the Earth that has blessed us with 
so much. 
How can I give back, literally and figuratively, for 
aU I have received this year? 

Harvest Home: around September 21, also Mabon. 
The autumn equinox, often called the Witches' 
Thanksgiving, is a t ime of giving thanks and 
sharing with loved ones. 
What are my blessings this year? What is my inter­
nal harvest? What accomplishments have I brought 
to fruition that I am proud of? 
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t has been my experience 
that when Quakers discuss diversity, they 
usually think of those of color or those 
with various sexual orientations, but rarely 
of those who are profoundly deaf. This is 
reasonable, of course, since apparently there 
are very few profoundly deaf Quakers or 
attendees who participate in monthly or 
yearly meetings, and fewer still who serve 
as representatives to regional and national 
gatherings. If a meeting has experienced a 
Friend with a hearing loss, it is usually 
someone who has lost his or her hearing 
later in life and who uses spoken English 
as a primary means of communication­
not sign language. 

Two of my daughters are profoundly 
deaf and use sign as their dominant 
language modality. They wear assistive 
listening devices but have difficulty when 
the setting is noisy or when listening to 
grammatically complex spoken English. 
The girls cannot locate those called 
to speak who don't stand or who are 
behind them. 

We currently live in Texas, but we are 
members of Penn Valley Meeting in Kan­
sas City, Missouri, and that is where the 
girls attended meeting for the past decade. 
It meant a lot to us that throughout those 
years various Penn Valley members as­
sisted in locating certified sign interpreters 

Barbara Luetke-Stahlman, a member of Penn 
Valley Meeting in Kansas City, Missouri, cur­
rently attends Dallas (Tex.} Meeting. She is an 
educational consultant for ESL, reading, and 
deafoess, and she teaches sign language at a focal 
high school She is interested in contact with deaf 
Quakers: <barbls@msn.com>. 
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Sarah Barr, a student at Greene Street Friends School signs to a student from 
Pennsylvania School for the Deaf. 

for First-day school and other events, and 
didn't just expect us to do it. After all, we 
have always taken the perspective that it is 
not just some of our family members who 
require an interpreter. People who don't 
sign also need one to communicate with 
those who are deaf and sign. 

Only 40 percent of English speech is 
visible on the lips and even less from a 
distance. The payoff for committing to 
hiring a certified interpreter is expressed 
well in the words of Marcy Luetke­
Stahlman, one of my deaf daughters: "Penn 
Valley Friends know us beyond our deaf­
ness; they know our personalities-they 
know us as real people." 

I interviewed Marcy, now 15 years 
old, for a draft of this article when she was 
13. She reminisced with fondness about 
the times when she and her sister Mary 
Pat were asked to explain things about 
their deafness. She also felt valued for her 
perspectives in discussions. Early on, many 
Friends at Penn Valley Meeting began to 

finger spell their names during the meet­
ing introduction time, efforts that contin­
ued for several years. "They really accepted 
who we were," she commented. Penn Val­
ley members also approved the projected 

interpreter cost each year when the meet­
ing budget was considered. 

My other deaf daughter, Mary Pat 
Luetke-Stahlman, now 17 years old, said 
of worship, "I focus on something until I 
kind of 'space our,' then I wait for divine 
messages just as hearing people do." Al­
though she never has been led to speak 
during worship, she wonders about meet­
ings that do not include interpreters. "If 
Quakers believe that there is that of the 
Spirit in each of us, hearing Friends are 
going to miss a divine message when a 
deaf Friend stands to give it. Also," she 
adds, "not having an interpreter is against 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, but 
more importantly, it isn't Quakerly." 

Mary Pat and Marcy have attended 
meeting for worship for various peri­
ods of time on First Days. When 
they were younger, they were 
often eldered for signing to each 
other when hearing Friends 
were silent. Now they sit qui­
etly, eyes open, settling their 
mind and listening within 
themselves for divine mes­
sages, much as hearing 
people do. Should some-



Ear1y on, many Friends at 

Penn Valley Meeting began 

to finger spell their names 

during the meeting 

introduction time, efforts 
that continued for several 

years. ''They really 

accepted who we were," 

Marcy commented. 

one feel moved to speak, the interpreter 
uses a sustained touch on the girls' arms or 
legs so that they are aware someone is 
speaking. Then they can "listen" visually 
to what is said by watching the signs of 
the interpreter. As is true when people 
have any degree of hearing loss, it is help­
ful if those who speak stand and pause 
before doing so. This allows those who 
do not hear well to identify the speaker 
and be prepared for the message at its 
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beginning. (I refer readers to my article, 
"Friends with Hearing Loss," FRIENDS 
jOURNAL, November 1997, pp. 23-24, 
describing some easy ways meetings can 
incorporate the deaf.) 

For larger gatherings of Quakers, we 
indicate the need for interpreting on the 
registration form. We write it in if such a 
need is not listed. When we used to attend 
Missouri Valley Friends Conference, this 
small gathering of Midwestern Friends 
always covered the expense of the sign 
interpreter, although the treasurer has of­
ten been able to access funds from the 
state commission of the deaf Established 
by state legislatures, such advocacy groups 
exist in many states. 

Having an interpreter has allowed 
Marcy and Mary Pat to socialize and to 
join in with the other children for service 
projects. Marcy remembers the teamwork 
involved in bagging up clothes and toys in 
boxes and cleaning up outside areas. How­
ever, she regrets that hearing children could 
talk and work during these activities while 
she could not, and she sometimes felt left 
out of the fun of it all. She is quick to say 
that she wishes there were more deaf Q uak­
ers. Still, Marcy is glad to be Quaker and 
to be counted among those she describes 
as "reasonable and rational people with 
peaceful ways." After the terrorist attacks 
on September 11, 2001 , she made many 
origami peace cranes to share with teach­
ers and students at her school. During the 
war on Iraq, she voiced her opposition to 
the war despite pressure from teachers 
who were retired from the military and 
were frustrated that she would not be 
influenced to change her stand. 

Our family attended the annual FGC 

by 

Deaf Quakers 

Gathering for several years. We had some 
struggles in the initial years, but by about 
our third summer the Junior Gathering 
and Special Needs committees began to 
hire skilled interpreters so that everyone 
could communicate with each other 
throughout the week. Most years, inter­
preters were hired for the morning ses­
sions so my husband, Kent, and I could 
attend a workshop; we were given work­
exchange grants to interpret evening ac­
tivities. Kevin Lee, who works with young 
Friends at the Gathering and elsewhere, 
consulted Mary Pat and Marcy about the 
titles of good books about deafness and 
signing, which he then purchased for 
young children and staff. Likewise, the 
FGC Gathering Bookstore has made ad­
ditions to their collection that include 

Deafness 

"What is it like to be deaf?" people 
ask me. 

They think that deafness means 
dumbness 

Because they are the hearing 
majority. 

But deafness is not just about 
defending silence. 

We are a people; we are a culture. 

We are a part of diversity and 
ethnicity. 

I know deaf people who are brilliant! 

They are my real heroes, whether you 
know them or not. 

And we see the world different than 
"hearies" do 

Our hands and fingers are mouths 
with tongues; 

We body surf as we communicate. 

We use our eyes to hear. 

But we sense Divine messages as all 
people do. 

- M ary Pat Luetke-Stahlman, March 
2000, when she was 14. 
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Deaf Friends Fellowship 

We are deaf Friends, attenders, and 
interested others seeking and provid­
ing resources to assist Friends entities 
in exploring ways to reach out, wel­
come, and include deaf individuals in 
the Religious Society of Friends. For 
some of us, this concern has evolved 
into a call to ministry. 

In an attempt to locate established, 
knowledgeable resources among 
Friends (and finding none), we discov· 
ered two things. First, the need is 
present for Friends to develop the abil­
ity to fully welcome deaf members, 
attenders, and inquirers; and, there 
are deaf individuals in need of us to do 
so. This is truly a case of "if you build 
it they will come." This persistent con­
cern, in us and others, is what has led 
to the birth of OFF. 

deafuess and signing. 

For Friends meetings and organizations, 
we welcome inquiries on how to be­
come more deaf-friendly. On occa­
sion, Deaf Awareness visits can be ar­
ranged. For individuals we offer fel­
lowship and spiritual nurturing, and we 
encourage the sharing of gifts that may 
contribute to the service of OFF. All 
individuals- deaf, hard of hearing, or 
hearing- are welcome. 

Those interested in contacting OFF can 
do so at <aslfriends@mailstation.com> 
or by writing to: Deaf Friends Fellow­
ship, c/o O'Doherty, 109 West Main 
Street, Strasburg, PA 17579. 

Back row: Kent, Marcy, and Mary Pat 
Luetke-Stahlman. Front row: Barbara, 
Hannah and Breeze. 

the last time Mary Pat was willing to 
attend the Gathering; socializing was just 
too difficult. 

When Mary Pat was in the junior high 
Gathering group she wrote a poem (see 
sidebar). At the end of the week, I shared 
with Junior Gathering staff that the great­
est gift they had given our family over the 
last dozen summers was that of treating all 
children at the Gathering as special and 
deserving of individual attention. Their 
doing so resulted in our deaf girls being 
treated just as special as everyone else-in 
other words, no different than the other 
kids, and therefore equal. Ironically, it was 

Mary Pat is currently in the Quaker 
Scholars Leadership Program at Guilford 
College. H aving already e-mailed her 
roommate, Erin, she is impressed with 
Erin's use of "we" when Mary Pat has 
shared her concerns about communicat­
ing. "We'll have to find quieter places," 
Erin responded. She is looking forward to 
being around like-minded Friends. Al­
ways one to further a good discussion, she 
thinks that the small class sizes as well 
as the majority of classes arranged in circles 
for discussion will better enable her to 
debate serious issues. She visited the school 
last year and commented, "I think that 
they will be willing to listen to my signs 
and argue with me." After that visit, 
she looked for Guilford students at the 
School of the Americas protest at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, in November 2001, 
knowing some had attended the demon­
stration previously. 

Before our family demonstrated at 
Fort Benning, I found a story about a 
deaf Quaker grandfather in a book by 
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Margaret Bacon. The man hid an 
escaped slave among a load of brooms in 
his wagon during the C ivil War. Using his 
deafuess to positive advantage, the man 
ordered his grandson, who normally served 
as his interpreter, to hide as well. Mo­
ments later the elderly Q uaker was able 
to respond truthfully to authorities who 
were in pursuit that he was unable to hear 
their questions. 

Mary Pat and Marcy used this story to 
help them plan a strategy when they 
attended the School of the Americas 
demonstration. The girls did not want 
their parents or hearing sisters, Breeze and 
Hannah, who had been arrested the 
previous year, to go with them to interpret 
for the soldiers. Instead, they wanted to 
be able to respond in the moment and in 
a positive manner, as did the historical 
deaf Quaker. 

While at the Quakers Women's Re­
treat recently, I heard of a project at Greene 
Street Friends School in Philadelphia. 
Hearing and deaf teachers from the Penn­
sylvania School for the Deaf, located 
nearby, visit once a week to teach sign to 
the preschool and kindergarten students. 
When deaf students are mainstreamed at 
Greene Street, they are paired with a hear­
ing child. It sounds like a beautiful project. 

Historically and currently, there are 
deaf Quakers among us. Some are oral, 
some sign English, and some sign ASL. 
All bring an aspect of diversity to meetings 
that should be embraced-and funded. I 
wonder if Friends realize that the insult 
of not funding an interpreter is not unlike 
putting some Friends on a bench in the 
back of meeting-perhaps even worse, 
because without interpreting or amplify­
ing systems Friends with hearing loss 
cannot participate at all. These challenges 
test our faith, but good, creative solutions 
are available. 0 
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cure into diversity began as 
an arrogance of the human 
spirit. If this comes across 
as very personal, it is. I be­
lieved I was entitled to a 
perfect child, a flaw in my 
thinking of which I was 
not aware. 

Maddie came to us in 
the middle of her fourth 
month oflife amid a flurry 
of confusion and crossed 
wires. Was she or wasn't 
she on the plane? Thank­
fully she was, and we left 
late to arrive at the Balti­
more-Washington airport 
well after midnight to find 
a deserted lobby contain­
ing only Maddie and her 
social worker. A few min­
utes Iacer she was ours. 

She was born with a cleft 
lip/palate, but that was fix­
able; it didn't keep her from being "per­
fect" in my mind. Life began to take on 
new dimensions but all within our con­
trol. Our son Scott was (and is) a drum­
mer and this presented no problem. But 
then we noticed that the baby was never 
disturbed by his practicing. At six months 
it dawned on us that Maddie could be 
deaf, and at 11 months her deafness was 
confirmed. That latter day is imprinted 
on my brain. Our road veered sharply into 
a frontier of unknown choices and deci­
sions made without knowledge. 

When it is discovered that a child has a 
disability, the waves that emanate from 
that knowledge shake the world of her 

Pau/4 Laughlin teaches chemistry and biology at 
Freedom High School in Bethlehem, Pa. She 
and her family are members of Doylestown (Pa.) 
Meeting. 
©2003 Pau/4 Laughlin 
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Maddie Laughlin 

family and friends. Fears and prejudices 
appear without warning, and totally un­
prepared individuals must deal with one 
or more unfamiliar disabilities as well as 
their own circumstances. 

My first response to Maddie's deafuess 
was tearful-my poor baby would have a 
tough road to travel. Next, in my arro­
gance, I announced that she would learn 
to talk and not be saddled with deafness. 
Luckily we were shown a video about a 
man's search for help in dealing with his 
own son's deafness. His search for direc­
tion involved an examination of the dif­
ferent methods and philosophies used to 
educate the deaf. 

I was still numb from our news but 
could not help noticing something he 
didn't even mention. Children learning 
American Sign Language (ASL) appeared 
relaxed, happy, and responsive. On the 

Paula Laughlin 
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necessarily mean speech. Lan­

guage is communication using whatever 
means works: speech, ASL, hand motions, 
facial expressions, the written word, act­
ing out; speech is only one form of lan­
guage, i.e. the oral. 

The journey is still continuing and has 
taken many directions. As a teacher I have 
learned to step back and modify my ap­
proach as a regular part of every class. Our 
decisions concerning Maddie have been 
dealt with in the same way. Every few 
months we do searches to check what's 
out there, what's new, and what we need 
to do to take the next step. 

A hard part of this journey has been to 
accept the "interference" of strangers in 
our lives. Most parents have autonomy 
with their children. Relatives and friends 
may give their opinions, but the final deci­
sions rest with the parents and are usually 
made with a minimum of guilt. As a very 
private person, I was horrified to find 
strangers in the schools and Intermediate 
Units making decisions about the future 
of our daughter. Social workers, teachers, 
administrators, all had their own views on 
what was best for her, and they held the 
purse strings. "IEPs" (individual educa­
tion plans) became arenas of struggle. 
Gradually we achieved some sense of 
balance. On the one hand, we, the par­
ents, know what is best for our daughter 
because we know her best and do our 
homework. On the other hand, we wel­
come input from Maddie's team of 
advisors co help our decisions be the best 
ones for Maddie. 

One thing that has kept us going is 
Maddie herself. Raising a child is a glori-
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oay-we see the growth, and even J.t the 
leaps are not always the size we wished for, 
they are there. Maddie is a powerful spirit 
who has visions ofher own. Another thing 
that has kept us plodding ahead is that we 
never stop investigating new possibilities. 
Some weeks I literally have earaches from 
being on the phone for hours. We regu­
larly read about deafness, we socialize with 
the deaf community when possible, and 
we try new ideas. 

Recently, we ventured on a m ini­
pilgrimage to a traveling exhibit, "History 
through Deaf Eyes," that had stopped for 
a month in Philadelphia. Maddie, her 
brother, and I attended the exhibit and a 
lecture on the topic "Deaf Artists in 
America." Maddie was in her element and 
we were the outsiders; ASL was the 
primary language while interpreters voiced 
a translation. Nothing would compare 
with the thrill of seeing Maddie beam 
with joy as everyone "spoke" her language, 
and I was happy knowing I was not a 
complete outsider. 

Doylestown (Pa.) Meeting has always 
been open to our new ideas. We have 
taught some sign language, and teachers 
at our First-day school have shown great 
ingenuity in dealing with Maddie. Last 
year we decided to make a rudimentary 
search into how a meeting could best deal 
with deaf members. We sent out a survey 
to many deaf people and those who come 
in contact with them. In doing this we 
opened many more doors than we closed, 
encountering more questions than answers. 
Pain, anger, loneliness, and hope were 
found in their answers. In May 2002 we 
presented our nonscientific survey to the 
meeting (part of which is in the sidebar). 
We believe it helped bring Maddie and 
our meeting a step ahead. We hope to 
create a more accessible atmosphere for 
Maddie (and any Maddies that follow) in 
our Friends meeting that will allow her to 
develop friendships that will grow in time 
and travel beyond the superficial. 

As Maddie is growing older, we see her 
more and more isolated from the world 
around her. Deafness is a hard handicap 
to overcome. We believe this is only the 
beginning of a long journey for us. 

Our goal today is to make people more 
aware of the deaf, and their needs and 
concerns. Our future goals are not formu­
lated yet but we have faith that they will 
emerge in good time. 0 
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Deafness is a hidden handicap- the people sitting next to you may not be able to hear, 
and you may never know. Most people are not sure what to do or how to behave when 
a communication barrier appears. Try to communicate with them and you might be 
surprised by the interaction. Just like the person who mindlessly says, "At least you 
have three other children" to a grieving parent at their child's funeral, people often 
behave in ways that hurt or anger the recipient. 

Below are some of the behaviors that bother the deaf: 

• Treating the deaf as if they were 
mentally handicapped; 

• Upon learning that the person is deaf, 
saying, "I'm sorry;" 

• Continuing to talk even when they 
know someone is deaf; 

• Raising their voice; 

• In a conversation around a deaf person, 
saying "I'll tell you later," not taking the 
time to write the information down, and 
making the deaf person feel left out; 

• When communication is hard, giving up 
or getting frustrated; 

• Barely moving one's lips when a deaf 
person tries to read them or talking 
slowly as if the deaf one were a baby; 

• Talking when the deaf person is not 
looking, knowing that the person can 
read lips; 

• Staring at cochlear implants, hearing 
aids, etc; 

• Talking too fast; 

• When the hearing community (and 
experts) are consulted about what is 
best for the deaf but the deaf are not 
asked; 

• Hearing a person say they know sign 
language when they have taken only a 
beginner's course in it. ASl is a com­
plete and complicated language that is 
continually changing. 

A list of complaints is never very helpful if it is not followed by another list of ways to 
enhance communication. In offering these we are hoping to gather even more ideas: 

• Provide an interpreter (contact local 
referral agencies for volunteers); 

• Use the closed caption on the TV, 
especially during presentations and 
lectures; 

• Invite a deaf adult to give a workshop; 

• Search for functions or activities for 
the deaf and invite Friends to attend; 

• Always fill deaf people in on what's 
going on around them; 

• Learn basic signs, hand-shapes, and 
the ABCs; 

• Offer a sign class (local deaf people 
and/or hearing signers may be 
willing to put together such a class); 

• Learn some songs and stories in sign; 

• Have group or play leaders do visual 
games, use active play, and try to 
use fadal expressions; 

• Have paper available to write notes 
to and from deaf members; 

• Assign a "friend" to stay 
with a deaf child during 
meeting activities and fill 
him/her in on what's going 
on (via sign, gesture, note, 
etc.)- the child need not be 
the same every time, and a 
volunteer could be sought 
for each meeting; 

• Never give up on communi­
cating with the deaf- they 
are people, tool 

MMl& (thirtl fonn /eft) 
with ~fonn SINuJ.y 
Grove Elementtny &boo/ 

October 2003 FRIENDs j oURNAL 



...:;._,;;)• bout 15 percent 
of people in the United States have at least 
mild hearing loss in their better ear; hear­
ing loss is part oflife' s reality for about half 
of those over 65. The National Institutes 
of Health statistics rely on self-reponing: 
1 0 percent repon having hearing loss, one­
third over 65; however, a small-scale study 
(Cruickshanks, eta!, "Prevalence ofHear­
ing Loss in Old Adults in Beaver Dam, 
W isconsin") indicates that the number 
with hearing loss is half again as much. 
British statistics, which also rely on audio 
tests, produce similar estimates: 14.7 per­
cent of British have hearing loss of at least 
30 dB in their better ear. Very few of these 
people are deaf: only about 0.2 percent of 
the population has a hearing loss so severe 
that oral communication is essentially im-

Karen Street, a member of Berkeley (Calif) 
Meeting, was an electronics engineer for several 
years, and then taught high school for a decade 
until losing much of her hearing in 1995. She is 
the hard-ofhearing representative to the Equip­
ment Program Advisory Committee of the Cali­
fornia Public Utilities Commission's Deaf and 
Disabled Telecommunications Program, a state 
program that provides telephones and relay ser­
vice to people with disabilities. She also works 
with Self Help for Hard of Hearing People 
California, as well as her local chapter, and she 
was a participant in the SHHH hearing assistive 
technology training. 
© 2003 Karen Street 
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Mildred Scott Olmsted speaking at 
Philadelphia Yearo/ Meeting 

possible. Perhaps one-fourth of these 
people are fluent in sign language. 

Hearing loss huns more than the indi­
viduals, families, and friends involved; it 
huns our religious community if we fail to 
address the practical and emotional needs 
of members. 

NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
Before we can address the needs of the 
hard of hearing, we must perform a needs 
assessment and allow space for the intro­
duction of feelings. 

The meeting community usually does 
not realize how many people are having 
difficulty hearing, which is one reason 
why a needs assessment is necessary. In 
addition to seeking answers from a size­
able percentage of your meeting, you may 
also want to interview people who no 
longer attend. Keep in mind that all dis­
cussions go better with some laughter. 

Solutions depend on how many of the 
hard ofhearing the meeting wants to reach. 
One should ask: how many people do we 
want to hear ministry or messages? 

Here are some suggested queries: 
• How well do I hear messages in meet­

ing for worship? (Not at all, some, 
every message) 

ADDRESS G 

HEARING 

LOSS 
AMONG 

s 

• When I give a message in meeting, am 
I able to let it come through me so it 
can be heard and understood by oth­
ers? What makes this easier or more 
difficult for me? 

• Do I make my needs known- lov­
ingly asking others to speak louder, 
slower, more dearly, at a lower fre­
quency, etc? 

• Has anyone ever asked me to speak 
louder, slower, or more dearly? Do I 
accept such suggestions lovingly? 

• Where else is hearing difficult (meeting 
for business, interest groups)? 

• Have I used a hand-held microphone? 
How do I feel about the experience? 

Be clear that needs assessment is a step 
in building a loving, caring community, 
and be sure to address emotions that arise. 
The love of God and the community is 
apparent when Friends take time to listen. 

Discuss the results of the needs assess-
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ment worshipfully in business meeting or 
in a called meeting. Among the feelings 
that might come up are isolation, the 
body's betrayal, the challenge of speaking 
louder to a spouse losing hearing even 
while one's own voice is weakening, the 
relative lack of respect and attention ac­
corded those with quiet voices. 

FINDING SOLUTIONS 
Our meetings are in transition. Some 
Friends will want to avoid discussing hand­
held microphones and PA systems be­
cause they see little chance that the meet­
ing would reach unity to use either. But 
unity is a process, and results are not 
foreordained. Reaching unity on hearing 
systems and other hearing issues will be a 
long process for most meetings; avoiding 
discussions of the technically best solu­
tions will only delay the process. 

A nice thing about wheelchair ramps is 
that they always work; one failure is unac­
ceptable, and no question exists about 
what is good enough. Fixing hearing loss 
is harder. The law in my home state, 
California, requires solutions that "work" 
for the majority of people with hearing 
loss, but it does not call for a before-and­
after assessment, nor is "work" defined. 
California law is clear that religious bodies 
are not exempt. For many meetings, the 
question is: how many people do you 
want to help, and how well? Many sys­
tems increase the number of words heard 
but have little effect on the number of 
messages understood because they do not 
work well enough. 

Solutions depend on needs and flex­
ibility of the meeting. For example, one 
small meeting with one particularly hard­
of-hearing member always has someone 
write or type the messages for her. This 
article will address technical solutions for 
larger meetings with several people who 
have difficulty hearing. 

Meetings should not neglect the emo­
tional components, especially because no 
sound system will work without the coop­
eration of meeting members. For instance, 
a microphone doesn't work if people don't 
speak clearly into it. 

GENERAL SUGGESTIONS 
• Train the meeting in good speaking 

etiquette. 
• Get rid of as much echo as possible; 

carpets, curtains, tapestries, and acous-
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tic tiles all help. 
• Most systems work better with hear­

ing aids that have T -coils: a loop in­
side a hearing aid that picks up a 
magnetic signal rather than the sound. 
They work with neck loops and with 
the room loop, both described below. 
Encourage all members purchasing a 
hearing aid to get aT-coil. 

MICROPHONES 
All systems require some form of micro­
phone. Many meetings prefer hanging 
microphones or PZMs (pressure zone mi­
crophones) on the wall. A smaller meeting 
might prefer a conference microphone on 
the floor or table around which everyone 
sits. An alternative is to give messages 
using hand-held or other microphones. 

Hanging microphones and PZMs are 
unlikely to be effective in a medium-sized 
or large group except for those with only 
mild hearing loss. None of the meetings 
in Pacific Yearly Meeting with hanging 
microphones finds that they work well, 
though Berkeley Meeting's mildly hard of 
hearing benefit from an array of six hang­
ing microphones. Meetings with a small 
number of people with mild or moderate 
hearing loss may prefer hanging micro­
phones or PZMs, because they are not 
intrusive. 

One complaint about hanging micro­
phones is that they are at least as effective 
at picking up coughs as voice. All assistive 
listening systems-FM, IR (infrared), and/ 
or a loop--are used primarily to bypass 
the room's acoustic problems, and 
secondarily to amplifY the sound. Hard­
of-hearing people require a much greater 
signal-to-noise ratio for understanding 
than do hearing people. This is why 
an assistive system may not be effective 
with hanging microphones or PZMs. 
Every person I've ever asked who works 
in sound says hand-held microphones 
work best. One Friend who initially 
opposed speaking directly into a micro­
phone in business meeting found that 
she appreciated the lack of shouting. On 
the other hand, some say that the use of 
a hand-held microphone in meeting for 
worship would be distracting, and some 
cannot hold a microphone while giving 
powerful ministry. 

Microphones can be hard-wired or 
wireless, but wireless microphones require 
batteries, so meetings may prefer to limit 
their use to hand-held or lapel models. 

Wrreless microphones broadcast at vari­
ous frequencies, usually a different fre­
quency for each microphone. 

The number of microphones will de­
termine whether a mixer is necessary. If 
you use more microphones than your 
amplifier can accommodate directly, the 
microphones must be routed through a 
mixer, then to the amplifier. An alterna­
tive is to have several microphones, all 
of the same frequency. A problem with 
this approach is that the group must be 
trained to turn off microphones that are 
not being used. 

The mixer can be manually controlled. 
This makes sense for large gatherings 
like yearly meetings, but not for smaller 
meetings. Automatic mixers look for the 
loudest signals, but can confuse speech 
and cough. 

TRANSMITTING THE SOUND 
The output of the system can be a PA 
(speaker), loop, IR, FM, or several of these 
(for example, PA plus a loop plus FM or 
IR). The advantages and disadvantages of 
each are discussed below and summarized 
in a table at the end. 

A PA may make the most sense when 
large numbers of people cannot hear and 
understand; it may make sense even for a 
small group. In Berkeley Meeting, one­
third reported that they missed all or sub­
stantially all of the messages during wor­
ship; presumably others have difficulty 
understanding. The question arises as to 
whether an assistive listening system for 
the hard of hearing is the logical starting 
place, or whether an audio speaker for all 
participants is needed first. Using PZMs 
or hanging microphones with a PA (or 
with a speaker) means that everyone will 
hear the extra noises they pick up, as well 
as the lower sound quality. 

FM and IR systems work equally well 
for most hard of hearing. Both require the 
user to wear a matching receiver and a 
listening accessory (headphone, earphone, 
earbud, silhouette, neckloop, stetoclip, 
direct audio input) suited to one's own 
hearing loss situation. (People with hear­
ing aids without T -coils will have to take 
their hearing aid out or use headsets with 
a large earpiece.) Infrared is better if the 
room is near electrical interference or 
FM noise sources (movie theaters dose 
by), or if privacy is important. If you will 
use more than one system in the building 
at a time, IR is simpler, but a small group 
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posicion it anywhere in the room equally 
well. IR is harder to position, and so a 
little less portable. 

Most larger meetings will want a room 
loop. A piece of wire leaves the amplifier, 
loops all or part of the room either on the 
floor, above the ceiling, or along the wall, 
and returns to the amplifier. Anyone with 
aT -coil can set the T -switch and sit inside 
the loop. Induction receivers work for 
those without T -coils, or the loop can be 
used with an FM or IR system with its 
own headset. (Audio experts emphasize 
the better sound quality of FM and IR 
systems, and your meeting may want one. 
However, the hard ofhearing are less both­
ered by the slightly worse sound quality of 
loops, preferring the ease of changing the 
hearing aid setting over using a headset or 
other listening accessory.) Loops will not 
work everywhere: check the space you are 
interested in looping by having two or 
three people with T -coils visit the area at 
different times of day to check for induc­
tive noise (hum, static, or other noise heard 
only when the hearing aid is set to the T­
switch). Multiple loops close to each other 
will have spillover from one to another. 

COSTS 
A basic portable audio amplifier for a small 
meeting with one microphone input (re­
mote or hard-wired) may cost as little 
as $400. A basic FM or IR assiscive listen­
ing system with four receivers and acces­
sories is about $1,000. A basic induction 
loop system for a 12-ft by 12-ft area with 
four receivers (and listening accessories) is 
about $800, or less if you do the labor. 
Medium or large meetings will probably 
spend much more. 

More explanations, and links to fur­
ther explanations, are available at 
<www.quaker.org/fep/hearing.htmb. 

FURTHER SUGGESTIONS 
Teach people how to use the microphones. 
Hand-held microphones should be lower 
than the lips and pointed at the lips or 
vertical. Besides the acoustic value of 
holding microphones below the lips, 
most hard-of-hearing people (and many 
others) use lip-reading clues. Those with 
particularly soft or loud voices will need 
to pay attention to microphone distance. 
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Public Address Reaches a larger number of Amplification may irritate some. 
(PA/ speaker) people; good when many are Requires hand-held microphones and 

not hearing ministry training in their use unless someone 
adjusts volume for each speaker. 

Loop Easy to use with hearing aids Does not work when there is significant 
with T-coils inductive noise 

FM More portable; transmitter can be Does not work if there is interference 
in another room from nearby FM transmitters, or 

electrical interference from within 
building or nearby towers 

IR (Infrared) The only private system (won't Can be a little more difficult to set 
transmit through walls); multiple up; emitter panel must be in the 
systems are simpler to use same room 

Microphones 
Hanging or More convenient Both pick up extraneous noise, as well 
PZM as the room's acoustical problems, 

such as echoes. 

Hand-held, Much more effective for hard-of- Many do not want to hold or are unable 
lapel, etc. hearing people. Preferred option to hold microphones while giving 

for PA or loops, ideal for those with ministry. 
moderate or greater hearing loss. 

Mixer• 

Automatic No personal attention required 

Manual Preferred method in large meetings, 
such as YM; compensates for the 
differences in people's voices; 
i nores cou hs g g 

• May be included in amplifier 

Hanging microphones require an ability 
to project the voice. Discuss whether they 
are working. 

Is the PA too soft? Too loud? Is there 
resentment about catering to the hard of 
hearing? Do you feel that the meeting 
is sacrificing too much for a few individu­
als? Do you feel that the changes make 
the meeting a more caring and inclusive 
community? 

Discuss cooperation in the meeting. 
Do you feel that others in the meeting 
respond cooperatively when a Friend 
makes a need known? How should 
uncooperative behavior be addressed, 
and by whom? 

Hopefully by the fall of 2003, Cali­
fornia Self Help for Hard of Hearing 
People will be distributing Facing the 
Challenge: A Survivor's Manual for the 
Hard of Hearing, a short and easy-to-read 
but comprehensive manual. Contact me 
at d(aren_Street@sbcglobal.net> to get 
copies for your meeting. I recommend 
two manuals per member because many 
in the average meeting are hard of hearing 
or have hard-of-hearing friends and fam­
ily members. 

Please send the results of your needs 
assessment to the same address to help 
us know the needs and learnings of 
Friends meetings. 0 
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have been devoted to a 
spiritual discipline lately whose lessons I 
believe may help us to bear with some of 
the difficulties in discussing the important 
rasks of social change and civil rights. The 
discipline I'm involved in, of taking the 
worst from the dark and bringing it out 
into the light for the miracle of growth, 
might teach us much. I speak, of course, 
of shoveling out the outhouse. I want to 
relate this rask to the great Quaker tradi­
tion of seeking, and especially seeking 
around controversy and conflict. There 
are several common parts and principles 
that can help us. I offer them here to 
encourage us all to continue to share deeply 
and honestly. 

THE TASK IS LONG 
I take off the outdoor panel on the low 
part of our house's slope and there, filling 
the doorway and overflowing its way into 
my heart, sinuses, and sneakers, is a mix­
ture of poop and peat moss. I take a very 
large shovel, like the one my Uncle John 
used after every milking to clean the barn, 
and I fill a small garden cart with four 
shovelfuls. T hen I have to push the cart up 
a little hill, past the vegetable bed with its 
growing population of snakes, and then a 
bit more uphill to where my husband 
Marshall Brewer has dug a long trench for 
the new iris bed. It will take four days 
and over 100 trips to do this. 

Likewise, to sort out, hear 
deeply, speak honestly, and 
accommodate all the 
discomfort with this 
topic will not take 

John Calvi 

THIS IS LIFE OUT OF THE 
ORDINARY 
This shoveling task is not reasonable. I 
have an image of summer being spent at a 
swimming hole, of sipping iced tea, even 
of bringing in hay on a bright sunny day 
from open fields of great light. So, to take 
a shovel and go into a cavern never meant 
to be stood in is quite out of the ordinary, 
not regular life. 

Thus it is with seeking, especially where 
there is any pain, urgency, or intimacy. 
And because it's out of the ordinary we 
can expect to bump into things and move 
without grace at times. This doesn't mean 
we should turn back. It means we should 
go carefully, and remember how to say, "I 
don't know what this means" when that is 
our condition. We can all expect surprises 
that will make us uncomfortable, whether 
it's seeing what we don't understand or 
having to say what we don't want to say. 
Just know, as in The WizardofOz, that we 

john Calvi, a member of Putney {Vt.} Meeting, 
has worked with trauma survivers as a healer 
and teacher for 21 years. This is an excerpt from 
his forthcoming book, The Dance between Hope 
and Fear; publication date will be noted on his 
website, <wwwjohncalvi.com>. 
©2003 john Calvi 
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a short time. 
It will take 
many, many 
trips back 
and forth. 
So let's pace 
ourselves 
for the long 
haul. Com­
munity i s 
worth the 
time and care. 

THE TASK 
IS MOST 
SPECIFIC 
Moving something 
that has needed to rest in 
the dark until it's ready, 
and bringing it out into 
the light and putting it in 
the right place to plant 
something wonderful 
whose shape and color will 
delight us all could upset 
some folks in a big way. 
Simply asking a question 
is making trouble--good 
Godly trouble, a fine old 
Quaker tradition. Can we 
keep our eyes on the in-

spe::u Hmure::. a pruuau1y lU<::a!JS Ulc:tc: ~~ 

more pain than we can hold and still move 
right now. 

I AM NOT WELL-SUITED TO 
THE TASK 
Though I am less bothered than many by 
the disgusting parts of shoveling out a 
compost toilet, it would be better ifl had 
heavy eyebrows to direct the sweat away 
from my eyes. And though I am strong, 
it would be better if I were not carrying 
so much extra weight before lifting the 
shovel. So, too, is the question for each of 

us: what do I 



bring to this process that may not help 
bring it to clarity? Can I declare this un­
clarity honestly? 

ALL PROGRESS COMES FROM 
UNREASONABLE PEOPLE 
If you are seeking the spiritual nature of a 
particular situation or clarity as to the how 
and why of a thing, you can expect trouble 
and delightfully so. When Margaret Fell 
said, "We' ll have to go into that prison 
and shine God's love upon them," do you 
think for one moment everybody an­
swered, "Sure, Meg, I'll pack the picnic 
baskets." Heck, no. They were thinking, 
"How can I get out of here and how did 
this woman get the keys to everything 
with her lunatic dreams?" When we set 
out to ask the hard questions and suggest 
that there needs to be a change, we should 
expect that not everything is going to be 
light and fluffy, or go quickly, or be ac­
ceptable dinner conversation. 

I can recall doing my first AJDS educa­
tion in a prison in 1985. No reasonable 

person should have been allowed to 
attempt it. It called for a combination 
of theater, social work, and science 
that no school teaches. It reminds me 
of our dearly departed wonderful 
Quaker peace teacher Bill Kreidler's 
important Peaceable Kingdom talk 
where he asks us to be grateful in 
prayer for the conflict in our 
lives.While I understand Bill's idea, 
in my imperfection the closest I can 

get is to say, "Thank you that today 
didn't hun as much as it could have." 

And so if we are involved in cover­
ing new territory, it would be good if we 

didn't take personally many of the things 
that might get aimed our way. J urn ping in 
the water and then complaining about 
being wet is no way to accomplish social 
change at home or in the world. Antici­
pate the misunderstandings and the mis­
interpretations, and try not to be insulted 
by them. It's part of the work. 

CAN WE TRULY WELCOME 
HONESTY AND PAIN? 
Honesty and pain are necessary parts of 
the change of seeking. If you are desirous 
of change without honesty or pain you're 
better off sticking with television, where 
trouble has an 18-minute format. In real 
life all reform-from mental health insti­
tutions to a woman's role in the family to 
the decisions about new weapons-will 
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It's vital to ask for all the honesty, including the 

worst possible expressions, to come forth. 

involve hearing things that are so ignorant 
or so true as to be frightening. And we 
cannot do without any of these truths. 
They have to be brought out and given 
light and space for us all to see how the 
problem is stuck, how it is constructed, 
what part can be worked with now, and 
what part later. It's vital to ask for all the 
honesty, including the worst possible ex­
pressions, to come forth. It's in the light of 
each person's essence that we can see what 
exactly we have to work with and how it 
all firs together. As the brave drag queens 
of the Stonewall Rebellion knew, change 
is no place for sissies. 

IS THE TIMING AND 
MOVEMENT ORGANIC? 
Some work simply has to wait in the dark 
until it's ripe for change. Then comes the 
day when it 's right to shovel and 
someone with a shovel shows up and the 
change begins. If it's not the right time, or 
there's no shovel, or the person is squea­
mish about what the shovel is touching, 
a long and difficult work can be made 
even more so. 

BE MINDFUL OF WEARINESS 
There is that terrible kind of mid-term 
fatigue that says, '"Whose idea was this 
anyway? I'm pooped. Let someone else 
change the world. I'm going home to sit 
with a brew and watch the ballgame." 
This is a good, honest place to come to in 
difficult work. Anyone who doesn't know 
this pit stop of doubt and fatigue hasn't 
been on much of an adventure. It includes 
blaming the leadership and feeling guilty 
for not being or doing enough. It's known 
in every organization that is attempting 
large work. Let's make space for it and not 
freak out when it shows up, and let's give 
the person with doubt, fatigue, and pain a 
hug and a kiss and a break in the pace, and 
see if we can then go on together. 

NO LOVE IS WASTED 
Every act of compassion fmds a home and 
goes where it's needed whether or not we 
can see where it lands. Most often, our 

task is to fashion our best love, give it our 
best delivery, bless it, and let it go. How 
it's received, where it goes, how it's used is 
beyond us, and often beyond where we 
can see. Let us trust our best efforts and 
surrender our self-doubt and uneasiness 
and desires for control to the Holy Spirit, 
knowing our parts are smaller given the 
long view. 

WE CANNOT HEAL WHAT WE 
FEAR 
If there is something we want to bring to 
light it has to be something we are willing 
to wimess, touch, and know. Anyone 
thinking that an important change can 
happen easily because it's a good idea 
needs some more time in a trench that 
nobody likes, such as the AJDS pandemic, 
or the crisis of rape, or hunger and 
homelessness, or the common uses of vio­
lence to dominate in conflict. We will 
learn more than we want to learn, more 
than is comfortable, if we choose to seek 
deeply and honestly no matter what trouble 
wew1mess. 

And, of course, that wimess will change 
us forever. What we see and know stays 
with us. In the end, any monster, inward 
or outward, needs us to stop trying to kill 
it or being terrified of it, to gather up all 
possible grace and sit next to the monster 
for a nice cup of tea. 

All of this is a great deal to ask, maybe 
too much to ask. Even with a large shovel 
and a strong back we will need time, 
patience, and endurance. A mature minis­
ter will have to make many trips no matter 
how short the walk. Listening inwardly 
and outwardly, sidestepping the various 
potholes, and placing the next stepping 
stone just before it's needed is more com­
mon in seeking and shoveling then we 
care to keep track of. Working towards 
the common good, healing for ourselves 
and others, and working unknowns into 
understanding, change, and knowledge 
will always keep us in awe of so many 
moving pieces and, hopefully, grateful that 
we are never working alone. 0 
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Quaker Profile 

Althea Swnpter 
by Kara Newell 

The question had to be asked, right at the 
beginning: was she named for Althea Gibson, 
a tennis player whom I admire greatly? Her 
response: "My father says I was named for 
Althea G ibson because she won Wimbledon 
on July 5, 1957, just two days after I was born. 
My mother says I was named for a character 
on The Secret Stonn-her favorite soap opera. 
Whatever." 

Althea Sumpter identifies herself by her 
culture, Gullah, which is different &om main­
land African American culture. She grew up 
on St. Helena Island, South Carolina-an 
autonomous, self-sufficient island, that has its 
own history. The Gullah coast culture stretches 
&om Sandy Island, South Carolina, to Amelia 
Island, Florida. Her ancestors were rice grow­
ers from the coast of West Africa; they were 
enslaved and forcibly brought to the islands, 
and they built the plantations. The traditions 
of the Gullah culture are readily traced to the 
area of Sierra Leone. 

From her youth, she was interested in how 
cultures communicate. As a college freshman 
she knew she wanted to combine anthropol­
ogy, history, and media. Both her bachelor's 
and master's degrees are in Media Arts. She 
worked independently at producing docu­
mentaries and then took on the role of assis­
tant director of media at the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Center where she spent ten years­
four as a volunteer and six as staff. 

In 1992 she began teaching: first at Clark 
Atlanta University for about seven years; then 
Georgia State; then American Intercontinen­
tal University. She is now at Georgia Tech, 
where she teaches in the School of Literature, 
Communications, and C ulture. 

While teaching at Clark Atlanta she de­
cided to complete her doctorate. Clark At­
lanta offered her the freedom to combine 
media with a concentration in African and 
African American studies, thus incorporating 
history, ethnography, and anthropology. "So 
I have a doctor of arts in Humanities and 
Multimedia Technology, with a concentra­
tion in African and African American Studies, 
specializing in the Gullah culture. Pur that on 
a business card!" 

Her passion is documenting cultures, and 
she uses her Gullah culture as a prototype for 
how people should document cultures. She 

Kara Newell, a member of Reedwood Friends 
Church in Portland, Oregon, lives in Ridley 
Park, Pennsylvania. 
© 2003 Kara Newell 
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says, ''I'm curious about people. I was living 
on the island; then I was a 'desegregation 
kid'-in 1965 (voluntary desegregation). I 
was on one of the first three busloads that 
went from the island to ' in town'; then going 
to college, just two hours' drive away to Co­
lumbia, South Carolina. Those experiences of 
my youth were such a culture shock for me. I 
realized that I didn't fit into the category 
'black.' From island, to 'in town,' to 'main­
land'-each was a very d ifferent culture." 

Althea Sumpter became a Quaker by de­
grees. Though she knew Friends Courmey 
and Elizabeth Siceloff &om her childhood 
on Sr. Helena Island, it was not the Quaker 
influence in that community and school 
that penetrated her consciousness. The every­
Sunday-Baptist -church experience didn't work 
for her. She reacted negatively to the preach­
ing, and she wasn't interested in being part of 
what she calls "a fashion show." Furthermore, 
she says, "I could not accept that there was 
some God who I had to fear. To me, that was 
somebody who was a kind of abuser. What 
does fear have to do with love?" So her reli­
gious quest "started from zero" at age 18. 

She says she was a Quaker all her life bur 
just didn't know it. 'There were things I 
wouldn't do. I wasn't going to learn to fight. 
At one point, my three older brothers said, 
'You need to learn to fight.' T hey all circled 
me and pushed one of my female cousins into 
the ring to try and fight with me. I said, 'What 
is this? What's the point?' I squeezed my way 
through their arms and legs, got out of the 
circle and ran to my grandmother's, staying 
there until my parents came home. My world 
was books. I read all the time. I was a noncon­
formist from way back!" 

She moved to Atlanta in 1981 and soon 
contacted Counney and Elizabeth Siceloff, 
who invited her to meeting for worship. Her 
reaction was that they were a rather strange 
bunch of people, but she loved the library! It 
drew her back to the meeting again and again. 

A&er a time she asked Counney and Eliza­
beth, "So what is this Quaker thing? How do 
you know that this is your spiritual home?" 
They invited her to lunch, during which 
Counney gave her a copy of Quakerism: A 
Study Guide on the Religious Society of Friends, 
which she agreed to read. She says, "We had a 
great lunch. And it starred from there.'' 

She kept going to meeting and became a 
regular attender. In 1992, she wrote a letter 
requesting membership in which she described 
how the Rei igious Society ofF riends allowed 

::::t "a full breadth of possibilities, including that 
~ part of me that's from the islands, where I 
~ sense and link to my ancestors when I walk 
:::! there. The mysticism of it all was something I 
~ appreciated." She nurtures her spirit in vari-

ous ways, including quiet time when she can 
just sit. She says her body reminds her to slow 
down. When she obeys, she feels "an incred­
ible sense of connection." 

She says, "So many people say to me, ' I 
didn't know blacks could be Quakers!' and, ' I 
thought Quakers were dead!' I refer them by 
name to several black Quakers, including Ben­
jamin Banneker (1731-1806), who helped 
survey Washington, D.C., as well as being an 
astronomer, mathematician, inventor, writer, 
and pamphleteer. I remind them that there 
are more Quakers in Kenya than in the United 
States. People who know I'm a Quaker also 
sometimes assume that as a pacifist, I'll be a 
pushover. As a producer, and also as a teacher, 
I often have to be both decisive and stern. 
They probably assume that pacifists are pas­
sive or even patsies." 

She and her husband, Jerry, mer in 1998-
electronically, through a telephone dating ser­
vice. He's German, from Ohio. He says, "''ve 
never been identified as a 'culture' until I met 
you." 

Describing her upbringing elicits this de­
scription: "It is not surprising that I'm both 
independent and a nonconformist, consider­
ing the example my parents set. They left 
stable employment and became entrepreneurs, 
starting their own company together in 1962. 
My father started building furniture while my 
mother, who was a fashion designer, went 
back to school to become an accountant and 
keep the books for their business. Though my 
parents are now both deceased, my three broth­
ers and I still own the building they began 
their business in, on St. Helena Island. My 
two nieces and two nephews are the first 
generation in my entire family who were nor 
born and raised on the island. One of my roles 
as their auntie is to figure out how to manage 
my parents' family trust so that they know 
fully their incredible heritage.'' 

Althea advises, "Save those documents; 
know your family history; get over the rac­
ism-it's a waste of time!" 0 
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Reach For 
The***** 

To receive an Overall Morningstar Rating™ of*****' 
a mutual fund must show exemplaryJast performance. ' 
Pax World Balanced Fund has secure that rating for its 
Overall Morningstar Rating™, 5-year and 10-year ratings. 

But it's how we achieve stardom that sets us apart. For over 
32 years, we've subjected potential investments to rigid social­
and environmental-responsibility screens in addition to 
rigorous financial scrutiny. 

Our funds have a low ($250) minimum initial investment . 
And can be used in a complete range of low-fee IRAs. 
Reach for our stars. For more information, including 
charges and expenses, please request a prospectus, which 
should be read carefully before investing. Past performance 
is no guarantee of . . 
c. I d Overall Mornmgstor Ratings'" IA>of7/3t/ 03)1 

ruture resu ts, an Pox World Balanced Fund * * * * * 
yo_u may have a Pox World High Yield Fund**** 
gam or a loss when Pox World Growth Fund * ** 
you sell your shares. 

PAXW\,RLD 
Principles + Performance. 
1·800·767·1729 www.paxworld.com 
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0 1, Past. performance does no1 guarani" 1u1unt results. Ratings are as of 7fJ1/fJ3 and are subject to Change 1!'/ery month. For each lund with at least a three-year history, Morningstar calculates a Morningstar Rating111, based on a Morningstar B: 
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,... top 10% of funds rn each category recerve 5 stars, the next 22.5% receive 4 stars. the next 35% receive 3 stars, the next 22.5% receive 2 stars and the bottom 10% receive 1 star. (Each share class is counted as a traction of one lund within this scale '" 
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~ World Growth Fund recerved 3 stars tor the 3-year penod and 3 stars for the 5-year period as rated against 530 and 349 U.S. -domiciled Mid-Cap Growth funds, respectively. Pax world High Yield Fund received 4 stars for the 3-year period as rated against rt 
k 317 U.S.-domrated Hrgh Yretd Bond funds. Investment return and princrpat value may rise or fall so that shares, when redeemed, may be worth more or tess than their original cost. Distributor: H.G. Wellington & Co., Inc., Member NASD/SIPC., August 2003. '< 
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H. Freeman 
ASS 0 CIA T E S, LLC 

FRIENDS JoURNAL October 2003 

Celebrating 10 Years of Service 
to Quaker Educational Institutions 
and Non-Profit Organizations 
AREAS OF EXPERTISE: 
o Capital Campaign Planning and Implementation 
o Development Program Audits and Evaluation 
o Charitable Gift (or Deferred Gift) Planning 
o Major Gift Identification, Cultivation, and Solicitation 

OUR CLIENTS: During the past ten years H. Freeman Associates has 
provided fundraising consulting services to educational institutions 
and non-profit organizations throughout the country. We have served 
more than 25 Quaker organizations-ranging from the American 
Friends Service Committee, Friends Fiduciary Corporation, Friends 
General Conference, and Pendle Hill in the Greater Philadelphia 
area to Earlham College in Richmond, IN; Olney Friends School in 
Barnesville, OH; Cambridge Friends School in Cambridge, MA; and 
Friends House Retirement Community in Sandy Spring, MD. 

We invite you to contact us. 

Henry B. Freeman 
765.939.6910 
H. Freeman Associates 
HFreeAssoc@aol.com 
501 East Main Street o Centerville, IN 47330 
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Video, audio, and 

a 
self study 

course 
on CD 
with 
jim 

LeShana 

text for a 12-lesson survey of the 
Friends Church from its origins in 
the 17th century to the present. 
Includes insightfully written 
lectures, histor ical Friends 
documents and pictures, questions 
fo r pe rsonal reflection and group 
discussion, and quizzes to help 

produced by FRIENDS CENTER (Evangelical Friends 
Church Southwest) and distributed by BARCLAY 
PRESS • 211 N. Heridian St., #101, Newberg, OR 
97132 • 800.962.4014 • www.barclaypress .com 
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Move beyond the 
superficial rhetoric on the 

Middle East crisis! 

THERE IS ANOTHER WAY: 
Seeking a Just Peace for 

Israel and Palestine 
with 

Naim Ateeh 
Palestinian Christian Leader 

and 
Marc Ellis 

Jewish Liberation Theologian 
October 31 -November 2 

2003 

Call for a attalog, or visit our website. 

www.kirkridge.org 
2.t'15 hi\ Cap Road 

Bangor, 1'.\ 181113 
(6111) 5N8-1793 

Witness 

Peace March 
by Carrie Gergits 

On March 16 my husband and I went 
to a peace march in Eureka with our 
good friends Christine and Dan (who 

have been very active in the peace movement 
since the start of the conflict in Iraq) and 
another friend also named Dan. It was one of 
the most moving experiences of my life. The 
buzz throughout the day was that over 2,000 
people had showed up for this rally in support 
of peace. Different groups were represented, in­
cluding one I greatly respect, Veterans for Peace. 
The scene was very joyous and happy- until 
we got to the courthouse, where people sup­
porting the war were protesting the peace rally. 

T he scene was surreal. We approached the 
corner where the war supporters were rallying 
and shouting, and beh ind them stood the 
Women in Black (a group who protest war by 
wearing black clothing and standing in silent 
vigil). As we approached this scene everyone 
in the peace rally grew silen t as well. One by 
one people held their hands out toward the 
angry group, fingers outstretched in the peace 
sign. As our turn carne to walk by, I moved 
toward the angry group to get a closer look at 
what was happening. All the shouting and the 
sight of the Women in Black behind the 
angry protesters made me very emotional and 
I walked on with tears streaming down my face. 

Christine immediately recognized our good 
friend Carl, who is also a devoted Quaker and 
one of the most passionate, intelligent people 
I have ever met. Carl was standing in the 
background, behind the Women in Black. 
Christine leaned over and whispered, "Do 
you think they are all right?" Just the thought 
of our good friend being in any type of danger 
pur me over the top. Christine and Dan asked 
me if I wanted to step out of the march for a 
minute. I said yes and the five of us moved 
out, just past the angry group. We stood on 
the sidewalk holding our hands out in peace. 

One extremely irate man was shouting 
into the crowd about how ignorant all of us 
were. When he saw our small group standing 
there, he carne over to us and began shouting. 
Jim stepped forward with h is hand out, mak­
ing the peace sign, and the man yelled at him, 
saying, "Don't get in my face!" 

Carrie Gergits has recently completed her master's 
degree in Environment and Community at 
Humboldt State University in Arcata, Calif, 
and currently resides in Rio Dell, Calif She works 
with children, helping them discover the won­
ders of nature and imtilling a seme of respomi­
bility and respect for their local environments. 

Jim replied, "You got in my face, sir." 
The man shouted back, "You don 't know 

anything about what is going on! I was in the 
Gulf War and I saw things you can't even 
imagine!" He went on to describe (in great 
detail, which I will refrain from sharing) how 
he watched his best friend die. He said that he 
had to do whatever his commander in chief 
told him to do. He said he had three teenage 
boys and that he had to go over there and get 
the job done so thrywouldn't have to go over. 

I was extremely distraught about all he was 
saying. With tears rolling down my face, I felt 
myself, as if in a dream, walk up to this man as 
he was shouting and yelling at us, and put my 
arms around him (thinking he might very 
well shove me away). Much to my surprise, he 
wrapped his arms around me and hugged me 
back fiercely. I said to him, "I am so sorry that 
you had to go through that. No one should 
have to see and experience what you did. Please 
understand that we are not protesting the troops 
going over there. We are protesting about what 
our governm ent is doing. We support you 
and everyone else who has to go there. We just 
want everyone to come home. We don't want 
this war to happen in the first place. We 
believe that you are all victims in this." M uch 
to my amazement, he became calm. 

As we let go of our embrace Christine put 
her hand out to the man and said, "My name 
is Christine, it's very nice to meet you." The 
man replied, "My name is Todd, it's nice to 
meet you, too." T hen the two Dans, Jim, 
and I all introduced ourselves as well. Dan 
and Christine discussed democracy and simi­
lar things with Todd. Sometimes they all 
agreed on what was being said, and some­
times they didn't-but agreeing didn't mat­
ter. We all talked civilly, the communication 
lines were open. 

In the end, as we said our goodbyes, Chris­
tine said, "We aren't here to argue with you, 
we are only here to tell you that we support 
you, we just don't support this war." H e smiled 
and said it was good to know that there were 
people in this march who felt that way. I 
hugged him goodbye and Christine did, too. 
As we walked away, talking about how real 
those hugs were, I was moved in ways I have 
never experienced before. The tears never 
stopped flowing throughout the day, but there 
was a warmth, hope, and peace in my heart 
that I will never forget for the rest of my life. 

The truth is that no matter how strongly 
anyone feels, it is most important to realize 
that there are others who feel just as strongly 
in opposite ways. Everyone deserves a chance 
to be heard, and everyone needs to feel ac­
knowledged. 

It became ever clear to me in my embrace 
with Todd that only when the dialogue be­
gins can we begin to move toward peace. 0 
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Books 

The Quakers in South 
Africa: A Social Witness 
By Betty K Tonsing. The Edwin Mellm Press, 
2002. 346 pages (including appendices). 
$119.95/hardcover. 

The Quakers in South Africa: A Social Wit­
ness by Betty K T onsing may be the most 
thorough account to date of the history and 
role of Quakers in the long struggle for free­
dom in South Africa. It is a history of peace­
making, as might be expected, but also one of 
conflict and complicity, which holds lessons 
for Friends everywhere. 

Drawing from more than two decades of 
experience working and living in southern 
Africa, as well as years of in-depth research 
and extensive personal interviews with South 
African Friends, Betty T onsing' s writing illus­
trates not only her scholarly abilities but a real 
understanding of the Quaker faith and prac­
tice of Friends in South Africa. 

Revisiting South Africa's history of setcle­
ment, colonization, war, oppression, democ­
racy, and reconciliation, she traces the life and 
impact of the Religious Society of Friends in a 
country known for its conflict as well as its 
peacemaking. She includes useful appendices 
with brief biographies of weighty South Afri­
can Friends, historical letters, and reports that 
help bring this remarkable history to life. 

Though not a Friend herself, Betty T onsing 
does a remarkable job of shedding light on the 
experience of South African Friends strug­
gling to live their testimonies of peace, equal­
ity, and integrity through centuries of tumul­
tuous, often brutal conflict- an experience 
that serves as both inspiration and challenge 
to Friends today. Weaving together direct 
experience and corporate searching, she tells 
personal stories of individual Friends while 
gencly exploring the collective--and often con­
tentious-search for consensus on issues of 
segregation, sanctions, and social change in 
South Africa. 

In fact, as Betty T onsing points out, South 
African Friends were not the first to speak out 
against apartheid and did not easily find con­
sensus within their meetings and organiza­
tions on issues, debating for years the proper 
stands to take and tactics to pursue in order to 
build peaceful relations among all South Afri­
cans. H er telling of the history of conflict over 
the creation of a segregated Quaker school in 
South Africa offers just one stark example of 
the difficulty Friends had in reconciling their 
testimonies with the society in which they lived. 

Yet, South African Friends did become 
leaders both in opposing the system of apart­
heid and in supporting the creation of a new, 
reconciled democratic country. Betty T onsing 
describes the value of Quaker study groups on 
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Kendal-Crosslands residents nurture an 
array of life-affirming opportunities: 

•140 resident-directed interest groups 
•lifelong learning at the University of 
Delaware and West Chester University 

• two 11,000-volume, resident-run libraries 
• 300 acres with trails, woods, ponds 
• on-site concerts and lectures 
•local community volunteer opportunities 

Named as one of the nation's top 25 
continuing care retirement communities, 
Kendal-Crosslands is not-for-profit and 
Quaker-related. Full services, lifetime 
restraint-free health care. 

~NDAL-CROSSLANDS 
Communities 

610-388-7001 • 1-800-216-1920 
P.O. Box 100 • Kennett Square. P A 19348 

www.kcc.kendal.org 
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Germantown Friends School 
(215) 951-2346 

Please come to our Open Houses: 
• Oct. 4, Saturday, 2-4 p.m. 
(registration ends at 3 p.m.) 

• Nov. 11, Tuesday, 8:30a.m. 
• May 14, 2004, Friday, 8:30a.m. 
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Friends Committee on 
National Legislation 
www.fcnl.org 
1-800-630-1330 
245 Second St., NE 
Washington, DC 20002 

We seek a world free of war & the threat of war 

We seek a society with equity & justice for all 
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We seek a community where every person's 
potential may be fulfilled 

We seek an earth restored .... 

race issues, where both individual leadings 
and corporate discernment could rake place. 
Corporately, South African Friends often 
sought change through relationship rather than 
confrontation, while individually, a number 
of Friends became leading voices in speaking 
truth to power, standing as an unpopular 
minority with the oppressed majority. 

She also introduces readers to Friends like 
Mary Buder, who pressed constantly for more 
public action against injustice, and Hendrik 
van der Merwe, who was a steady advocate for 
bridge-building and quiet diplomacy. In do­
ing so, she reveals the varied roles Friends 
often play in peacemaking, from advocate for 

division, and domination, a deeper under­
standing of the experience and role of Friends 
in South Africa offers valuable perspective, 
important lessons, and remarkable hope. 

For Friends here in the U.S., such insights 
are surely needed now more than ever. 

-Bridget Moix 

Bridget Moix is a lobbyist with Friends Com­
mittee on National Legis!dtion. In 1999, she 
spent three months living in South Africa and 
working with the Quaker Peace Center in Cape 
Town. She is a member of 15th Street Meeting 
in New York. 

the voiceless to behind-the-scenes negotia- .---r-........,..,..... 
tor. 

At the same time, Betty T onsing treats 
openly and clearly the conflicts that existed 
among Quakers themselves, including the 
deep divisions that grew berween South 
African Friends and American Friends Ser­
vice Committee over the issue of sanctions 
and the work of the U.S.-based agency in 
South Africa. (Thankfully, those divisions 
are healing now, andAFSC and the Quaker 
Peace Center in Cape Town are joining 
hands in developing projects focused on 
youth and peacebuilding.) 

Betty Tonsing's focus on the role of 
individual Friends and the role of the cor­
porate Society in South Africa reflects well 
the dual nature of Quaker wimess: one 
portion-individual or corporate-is not 
complete without the other. The conclu­
sions she draws reflect nor only the histori­
cal challenge Quakers faced in South Af­
rica, but the ongoing call that Friends live 
their testimonies visibly and consistently 
in the world, even during the darkest of times. 
As she writes: 

I 

Over time, South African Quakers 
began to realize that" minuting" a strong 
statement regarding some government 
atrocity was basically meaningless. 
When they began to act individually 
and corporately, they found they could 
protest within a Quaker spirit .... 

T rying to see that of God in every­
one is perhaps one of the biggest chal­
lenges for people committed to peace­
ful change . . . even for pacifists. So 
~uch .~age has been done in the 
name ofGod. 

Having spent a brief and blessed time my­
selflearning from South African Friends, I find 
Berry T onsing' s book not only a critical work of 
Quaker history, but also filled with encouraging 
insights into the role of Friends in situations 
of conflict. For all of us who struggle to live a 
faith of hope and love amid a culture of fear, 

In Brief 

Just over the Line: Chester 
County and the Underground 
Railroad 
By William C. Kashatus. Chester County His­
torical Society and Penn State University Press, 
2002. 119 pages. $25/paperback. Chester 
County, Pennsylvania, sits just a whistle stop 
north of the Mason-Dixon Line that divides 
north and south. That made it an important 
stop on the Underground Railroad. Since few 
records were kept about the Railroad's opera­
tion, a number of questions still exist about 
how it operated and who was involved. So 
two years ago, the Chester County Historical 
Society produced "Just over the Line: Chester 
County and the Underground Railroad," an 
interactive exhibit that examined the role of 
county residents during the turbulent 19th 
century period in which the Railroad oper­
ated. The exhibit closed in December of last 
year, but a catalog bearing the same name 
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continues its educational mission. 
Using Quaker meeting minutes, journals, 

letters, newspaper accounts, and the stories, 
anecdotes, and folklore passed down through 
Chester County's African American families, 
the just over the Line catalog illuminates the 
struggles of those slaves who fled the South, 
the slave-catchers who chased them, the free 
African American community that aided them, 
and the northern abolitionists-mostly Quak­
ers-who worked co see that justice triumphed 
over all. In particular, the catalog details 
struggles within and among Quaker groups 
and families as they debated whether or not to 
follow federal laws against helping runaway 
slaves or help slaves travel north. These sto­
ries, gathered by historian William C. 
Kashatus, director of public programs at 
Chester County Historical Society and a gradu­
ate of Earlham College, do not quite support 
the "Quakers as stalwart champions of run­
away slaves" image that the light telling of 
history generally accords them. A coo-brief 
epilogue touches on political change over the 
four generations since the 13th and 14th 
Amendments guaranteed freedom and citi­
zenship for African Americans. A thought­
provoking book. 

-Ellen Michaud 

Ellen Michaud is the book review editor of 
FRIENDS JouRNAL and a member of South 
Starksboro {Vt.) Meeting. 

Lost Prophet: The Life and 
Times of Bayard Rustin 
By john D 'Emilio. Free Press, 2003. 560 pages. 
$35/hardcover. Biographer John D 'Emilio, a 
professor of hiscory and gender studies at the 
University oflllinois in Chicago, has produced 
a comprehensive and highly readable biography 
of Bayard Rustin, the gay, African American 
Quaker who advised Marcin Luther King Jr. 
and organized the hiscoric March on Washing­
tonin 1963. Fromthe book's first words, which 
graphically describe African American life in 
West Chester, Pennsylvania, berween 1912 
and 1934, through chapters which detail the 
turbulence of left-wing politics in the '30s, 
World W ar II conscientious objection in the 
'40s, civil rights activism in the '50s and '60s, 
and human rights activism in the '70s and 
'80s, John D 'Emilio has corrected the myriad 
inaccuracies that have dogged Bayard Rustin's 
memory, and he has illuminated the contro­
versies and struggles that not only surrounded 
the civil rights leader but, on occasion, threat­
ened to consume him from within. What's 
more, he has also given us a glimpse of the in­
house political struggles that characterize any 
movement in which men and women struggle 
coward a more just world. 

-Ellen Michaud 
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8TH GRADERS ARE INVITED: 

Whose Truth? Integrity and the Media 

NOVEMBER 8-9, 2003 

SPECIAL GUESTS: 

t.'c Pulitzer Prize winning Quaker editorial cartoonist, Signe Wilkinson 

t.'c Sarah Hampton, assistant photo editor, Seventeen magazine 

~~DSifo 

FoR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER: 

1-800-303-4291 or www.olneyfriends.or" 

Olney Friends School 
is a co-educational 
boarding school for 
grod<ls 9-J 2 /(ICQted in 
Barnesville. Ohio. 

Olney Friends School 

Jl Century of Quaker Care ~~~ 
~~~ 
,.. ~Oons'{o Featuring: Skilled Nursing Care 

• Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy • 
• Activities and Special Events • Patient, supportive staff • 

Medicaid/Medicare Certified 

Friends Home will soon become a 
Continuing Care Retirement Community 

Coming soon: Assisted Living with Alzheimers Floor 
~~OSifo 

Introducing: the ((I} 
Vill ~oose 
S....LhmgG...1~,'1tllu 

Apartments and cottages for 
independent retirement living 

For more information on our current or future services call: 
Friends Home at Woodstown: 856-769-1500 • The Village: 856-769-5035 

PO Box 457 1 Friends Drive Woodstown NJ 08098 
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Gree~~~ 
"the small school that 

makes big people" 

Greene Street Friends School 
5511 Greene Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

• 
Pre-K through Grade 8 

Founded in 1855 

Please call TODAY for a 
tour. 215-438-7545 

Support 

QUAKER HOUSE 
Fayetteville/Ft. Bragg, N.C. 

A front-line Friends Peace witness 

Gl Counselling, DrafVCO Information 
Peace Research, Education & Action 

223 Hillside Ave., Fayetteville, NC 28301 
910-323-3912. www.quakerhouse.org 

QPR@QUAKER.ORG 

Chuck Fager, Director 

Fall Quaker Renewal 
Program series: 

Seven Perspectives on 
Reasons For Hope 

\drn1.,..,111n ( llflu. 
II \ ) \ •t ".t o . ... . ' 

(~u.tl.n I <lu<.llinn Sin<c lin-

The Bible Association ofFriends 
in America 

since 1829 has offered Bibles, New Testaments, 
and Portions free or at cost to Friends 
institutions, individuals, and others worldwide. 

Write to: P.O. Box 3, Riverton, NJ 08077 
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News 

AFSC' s relief work in Iraq is addressing the 
state of the hospitals, healthcare system, and 
clean water supply. Working alongside Is­
lamic Relief Agency, Norwegian Church Aid, 
and CARE Australia, AFSC has increased 
intensity on the existing water projects in 
Iraq, digging emergency wells and providing 
portable water treatment and storage facili­
ties. AFSC is also working with Mennonite 
Central Committee to provide water purifica­
tion equipment-many such water purifica­
tion chlorinators were destroyed during the 
war. O n June 7, 2003, an emergency consign­
ment of medicine sent by AFSC and Diakonie­
Germany reached Mosul; however, it is feared 
that this will nor be enough to stop the chronic 
illness spreading throughout Iraq. In response 
to AFSC questioning, staff at three hospitals 
admitted three critical needs: money; food 
(the shortage of which "is becoming more 
important than medicines," according to Dr. 
Hisham Ibrahim KazazofAl Barool Women's! 
Maternity H ospital); and computer accessi­
bility and maintenance. AFSC is also working 
to expunge the remaining unexploded ordi­
nance scattered about fields, neighborhoods, 
and schools. AFSC calls for donations of sup­
plies through its Emergency and Material As­
sistance Program to help put the hospitals 
back into working order. So far it has been 
able to purchase $25,000 worth of Lifesaving 
medications with already donated funds. -
Sarah Kite Sharpless 

Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends Church 
became the 41st Friends group to affiliate 
with Friends World Committee for 
Consultation's Section of the Americas at its 
annual meeting in Houston, Tex., in March. 
&tablished in 1892 as Oregon Yearly Meet­
ing to serve the needs of many Iowa and 
Indiana Friends who had moved to the rich 
agricultural lands of the Pacific northwest, the 
yearly meeting came to include Idaho and 
Washington Friends as well. The name 
changed to Northwest Yearly Meeting in 1971, 
following a quarter century of affiliation with 
the National Association of Evangelicals, a 
predecessor of Evangelical Friends Interna­
tional. This latest of the section's affiliated 
groups numbers over 7,000 members in the 
region. Northwest Yearly Meeting's long-term 
missionary work in Bolivia and Peru is re­
sponsible for much of the growth in the num­
bers of Friends in South America. -FWCC 
Newsletter of the Americas, june 2003 

Twelve young activists from communities 
across the United States went to Africa in 
July as part of the first AFSC Youth Ex­
change program. The activists participated in 
a two-week leadership development and peace 
education course in Cape Town, South Af-

rica, where they were joined by 14 youths 
from African organizations committed to 
implementing a new vision for the continent 
that promotes peace, unity, and sustainable 
development. After the two weeks, the youths 
each participated in a one-week internship 
with an NGO in southern Africa. "This ex­
change is part of a conscious effort to create a 
new wave of young activists who are commit­
red to working on Africa," said AFSC Africa 
Program Coordinator Imani Countess, who 
is based in Philadelphia. "This is particularly 
relevant now when the African continent is 
facing a holocaust through the combined cri­
ses ofHIV/Aids, famine, and conflict, yet no 
one seems focused on that reality." Visit <.wWW 

.afsc.org>. 

Eleven U.S. citizens departed on August 3 
for two weeks in Jordan and Israel/Palestine 
as part of Fellowship of Reconciliation's In­
terfaith Peacebuilders delegation. The del­
egation is led by Emily Rosenberg and !Lise 
Cohen of San Francisco, Calif. During their 
stay in the region, delegates are scheduled to 

meet with peace and human rights activists 
and organizations, humanitarian assistance 
workers, community and religious leaders, 
refugees, settlers, educators, and government 
representatives from across the political spec­
trum. The purpose of their visit is to gain 
deeper insight into the issues surrounding the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict, to examine the ef­
fects of United States foreign policy in the 
region, and to express support for Israelis, 
Palestinians, and others who are working for a 
nonviolent, just, and sustainable peace. Re­
ports from the delegation may be read on the 
FOR website at <WWW.forusa.org>. 

Friends Committee on Unity with Nature 
approved a new vision and witness state­
ment at its May Steering Committee meet­
ing. "We are called to live in right relationship 
with all Creation, recognizing that the entire 
world is interconnected and is a manifestation 
of God. We work to integrate into the beliefs 
and practices of the Religious Society of Friends 
the Truth that God's C reation is to be re­
spected, protected, and held in reverence in 
its own right, and the Truth that human 
aspirations for peace and justice depend upon 
restoring the Earth's ecological integrity. We 
promote these Truths by being patterns and 
examples, by communicating our message, 
and by providing spiritual and material sup­
port to those engaged in the compelling 
task of transforming our relationship to the 
Earth." For information see <www.fcun.org>. 
-BeFriending C reation, FCUN newsletter, 
jury/August 

At its 2002 business sessions, Illinois Yearly 
Meeting endorsed the Religious Freedom 
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Peace Tax Fund Act (HR 2037) and autho­
rized sending a letter to U.S. Senators and 
Representatives urging their support. The 
letter stated, in part, "Our democracy has 
allowed much progress in the expression of 
individual conscience in the form of conscien­
tious objection to war. Putting a legal and 
moral base under this has allowed many people 
to choose alternative service to taking up arms 
against our brothers and sisters. We believe 
that it is reasonable and equivalently respect­
ful of conscience to allow individuals to with­
draw their taX contributions to the military 
and place them in a fund that is only used for 
nonviolent and peaceful pursuits." -Marga­
ret Katranides, clerk, Illinois Yearly Meeting 

The Gender Diversity Committee of 15th 
Street (N.Y.) Meeting is producing a bro­
chure to welcome newcomers of all genders 
and sexual orientation to the monthly meet­
ing. The committee displays information 
about issues of concern on the meeting bulle­
tin boards, and approved planning for a pres­
ence in the Gay Pride Parade and organizing a 
worship sharing potluck dinner for 15th Street 
Meeting during Gay Pride Month in June. 
"The intersections of gender, sexuality, and 
spirituality are complicated and bring up strong 
feelings, but we can see a useful place for the 
committee in the life of the meeting," the 
Gender Diversity Committee affirmed. -
15th Street (NY) Meeting newsletter 

Heartland Meeting in Wichita, Kans., cel­
ebrated in April the completion of a house of 
worship that not only is very energy efficient 
but is also ecologically responsible, using 
nontoxic, native, and recycled materials as 
much as possible. They chose an architectural 
style that would harmonize with the Kansas 
prairie and neighboring development, and that 
would be suitable for unprogrammed Quaker 
worship. While the meeting has only 12 ac­
tive families, Heartland has seen increased 
attendance in the last few months, partly in 
response to the new accommodations. See 
<heartland.quaker.org> for more information. 
-BeFriending Creation, FCUN newsletter, 
july/August 

At its annual meeting in April the trustees of 
the Clarence and Lilly Pickett Endowment 
for Quaker Leadership awarded grants to six 
Friends. The grantees were selected from 
Friends nominated by monthly meetings, 
Friends organizations, and individual Friends 
in recognition of their leadership abilities and 
service projects. Recipients are Kirsten Bohl, 
Richmond, Ind.; Brynne Howard, Des 
Moines, Iowa; Sarah Kaufman, Germantown, 
Pa.; Lauren Mitchell, Asheville, N.C.; Julian 
O'Reilly, Minneapolis, Minn.; and Ben 
Waxman, Chestnut Hill, Pa. Grants range 
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from $1,500 to $3,000 and are administered 
by respective monthly meetings. Trustees are 
now receiving nominations for 2004. If you 
know a member or active participant of a 
Quaker meeting who would benefit from en­
couragement and recognition by the Pickett 
fund, contact Allen Bowman <abmb4190 
@kdsi.net>; 1720 Kemble Dr. , Oskaloosa, IA 
52577. -Pickett Endowment 

On July 10, two United Nations agencies 
called on governments to make fundamental 
changes to involve the public more in mak­
ing decisions concerning the world's natural 
resources, arguing that greater transparency 
and accountability can lead to fairer and 
more effective management of these re­
sources. In a bid to arrest the accelerating 
deterioration of the environment and to ad­
dress the crisis of global poverty, the UN 
Development Programme (UND P), the UN 
Environment Programme (UNEP), the World 
Bank, and the World Resources Institute, 
issued a report that urges governments to 

include the public in decisions that affect 
ecosystems and to integrate environmental 
impacts into economic decisionmaking. The 
report, "World Resources 2002-2004: Deci­
sions for the Earth: Balance, Voice, and 
Power," also identifies public access to infor­
mation from governments, business, and non­
governmental organizations as a necessary pre­
cursor to improved environmental perfor­
mance. "It is a central tenet ofUNDP's work 
to strengthen the voices of civil society, in 
particularly the poor and the marginalized, in 
shaping the policies that impact their liveli­
hoods and the environment," UNDP Execu­
tive Administrator Mark Malloch Brown said. 
The report is available at <WWW.unep.org>. 

White students who showed higher levels 
of racial prejudice on tests meant to gauge 
those attitudes had a harder time concentrat­
ing after talking with a black researcher than 
did their less biased peers, a new study has 
found. The study, which involved 59 stu­
dents and was published in the journal Psycho­
logical Science, says the performance of biased 
students on a task that measured executive 
function skills dropped by almost rwo-thirds 
afrer conversations with a black researcher 
but not afrer conversations with a white re­
searcher. Students who ranked as less preju­
diced had far smaller shifrs in scores. Tests on 
how students assign associations to names 
and other characteristics linked to races mea­
sured hidden bias. Researchers speculated 
that the strain of veiling prejudices might sap 
performance, because executive function­
which requires organizing, thinking, and at­
tention-appears to be a limited resource. -
New York Times 

r Ilt:llU 
Subscribing to The Friend is like having a lit­
tle bit of Meeting delivered to your door 
every Thursday, and it is there for you all 
week long! 
The Friend is the favourite and most widely 
read Quaker magazine in Britain, and the 
only Quaker weekly in the world. Each week 
we bring readers a wide variety of news, 
information and spiritual nurture. The Friend 
is a magazine for all Friends and attenders. 
Inclusive not exclusive, definitely Quaker. 
And now, everything that's in The Friend is 
online. For an annual subscription of £30 
(about $49') you can access the full contents 
of The Friend each week on our website: 

www.thefriend.org 
Visit the site to learn more or to subscribe, 
or e-mail subs@thefriend.org for more 
information. 

·Exchange rate correct as at 6 June 2003 

PENN CHARTER 

The oldest Quaker school in the nation, 

William Penn Charter School embraces 

tradition and welcomes innovation. 

Essential Quaker principles and practice 

guide Penn Charter, a Friends school by 

birthright and conviction. Within a diverse 

community, we engage students in a 

stimulating and rigorous educational 

program. We foster academic discipline 

and intellectual curiosity to prepare 

graduates for higher education and for life. 

Call to visit our 44-acre campus in East Falls: 

215-844-3460 
3000 West School House lane, Philadelphia 

www.penncharter.com 
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er of religious institutions, and has been pro­

tecting Friends houses of worship and schools 

for more than 20 years. In fact, since 1979, 

GuideOne has been the Friends Insurance 

Group property and casualty insurer of choice. 

To arrange for a FREE premium quotation, and 

to learn more about GuideOne Insurance, call 

1-877-448-4331 ext. 5429. 

r. 4 
Ciu1deOne· 

lnsur~nce 

NEWTOWN FRIENDS 
SCHOOL 

"The accomplishments of adults 
begin as the dreams of children. 

Newtown Friends is a place 
where dreams begin." 

- NFS Mission Statement 

Pre.-K to Grade 8 
OPEN HOUSE 

October 26, 2003 
2:00 to 4:00p.m. 

For further information, 
call 215-968-2225, or visit 
us at newtownfriends.org 

llcc.wdded~/k/)~ll~ol 
/)'li=ie llcaJ-k.&lwol& 

~.uz,g-'1-t. 

,P ' ~~·· - · _·, . ~\ 
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2004 
QUAKER YOUTH 

PILGRIMAGE 
to 

England, Holland and Germany 

July 16 -August 14,2004 

Seeking 14 young Friends 
ages 16--18 and two adult 

facilitators 

A PILGRIMAGE BEGINS 
A LIFETIME OF 

SPIRITUAL GROWfH 

Contact Friends World Committee 
for Consultation 

Section of the Americas 
1506 Race St., Phila., PA 19102 

(215) 241-7250 
Americas@fwcc.quaker.org 

Deadline for Applications: 
Adult leaders: December 15, 2003 

Pilgrims: January 15, 2004 

Moving? ~r • • ~ 
Please let us know 8 weeks in 
advance. Send us your 
address label if possible. 
Otherwise, be sure to include 

"When we're gone, our hearts will still belong" 

your name and old zip code as well as your 
new address. 
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Pre-K through 6th Grade 
Admission Open Houses: 

Thurs., Oct. 16th and Sat, Nov. 15th 

2150 rJutler Pike, Plymouth Meeting 
Ptl 19462 • (610J 828-2288 

F RIENDS j OURNAL 

1216 Arch Street 2A 
Philadelphia, PA 1907-2835 
Phone: (215) 563-8629 

"r-- -.:::.. Fax: (215) 568-1377 
circulation@friendsjournal.org 

Upcoming Events 

•October 1 0-12-"Empire is not healthy for 
children and other living things," conference 
hosted by AFSC at Simmons College, Bos­
ton, Mass. <www.afsc.org/events>. 

•November !-American Friends Service 
Committee Annual Public Gathering. Jean 
Fairfax, former director of AFSC's Southern 
Programs, will speak on the topic "Defend­
ing the Right to Public Education: From the 
1950s to the Present." Panel presentations 
offering an analysis of current threats to pub­
lic education will follow. Friends Center, 1501 
Cherry St., Philadelphia, Pa. For more infor­
mation, contact Tony Heriza at (215) 241-
7057. 

•November 8-9-Japan Yearly Meeting 

•November 13- 16-Friends Committee on 
National Legislation annual meeting, "Build­
ing a Culture of Peace." To receive registra­
tion materials, call (800) 630-1130 ext. 112, 
or e-mail dauren@fcnl.org>. 

•November 13-16-"As Ye Sow, So Shall Ye 
Reap: Growing Peace Inside and Out," the 
2003 Quaker Women's Conference on Faith 
and Spirituality. Contact Janis Swanson 
<CJswan@aol.com>. 

•November 15-16-Mid-India Yearly 
Meeting 

•November 16- Betsy Meyer of Sandy 
Springs (Md.) Meeting will present a lecture 
on the Psalms at Rancocas Meetinghouse, 
201 Main Street, Rancocas, N.J. Registration 
begins at 2:00 p.m. For directions, contact 
Charlotte Lippincott at (856) 829-5395 or 
<clmood@aol.com>. For childcare, please call 
by November 9. 

•December 27, 2003- January 1, 2004-
YouthQuake, Estes Park, Colo. Visit 
<youthquake.org> for details. 

Opportunities/Resources 

•Quakers Uniting in Publications is celebrat­
ing Quaker youth with the forthcoming pub­
lication of a book of essays and poems by 
young Friends (ages 13-18) around the world. 
Young Friends Experience of Quakerism (work­
ing title) will give people of all ages greater 
access to young Friends' voices. For submis­
sion guidelines contact Lucy Duncan at 
<Lucyd@fgcquaker.org>; (215) 561-1700. 
Submission deadline: February 10, 2004. 

•The Quaker Youth Pilgrimage, for 16-18 
year olds from Europe and the Americas, will 
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last a month starring July 16, 2004. Friends 
will visit England, Germany, and the Nether­
lands, and will do a service project. Those 
wishing to be considered to be pilgrims or 
adult volunteer leaders can get further infor­
mation from Friends World Comrnirtee for 
Consultation, 1506 Race Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 19102; (215) 241-7250. 

•In the aftermath of war in Iraq, much re­
mains unsettled and uncertain for families. 
AFSC is continuing to provide material assis­
tance with infant care kits. The kits will be 
distributed to clinics, maternal wards, and 
other places so that mothers have a few basics 
for their new children. For more information, 
including guidelines for kit contents, please 
contact Omar lbrahem, program assistant for 
Iraq Relief at <oibrahem@afsc.org>, or visit 
<www.afsc.org/iraq/ relief/kits.shtm>. 

•The next Fellowship ofReconciliarion Inter­
faith Peacebuilders delegation to Israel, Pales­
tine, and Jordan is scheduled for October 24 
to November 8. Delegates will analyze U.S. 
foreign policy in the Israeli/Palestinian con­
flict, work to support organizations on both 
sides working for a nonviolent end to the 
Israeli occupation, and upon return, educate 
the U.S. public and seek to influence U.S. 
foreign policy. For further information visit: 
<www.forusa.org/programs/ipb/>; e-mail 
<middleeasr@forusa.org>. 

• Bread for the World Institute offers resources 
for promoting awareness of hunger and pov­
erty in meetings and communities. T he Hun­
ger No More kit includes study guides that 
draw upon the theme of hunger in the Bible, 
while providing information about public 
policy and hunger statistics. For further infor­
mation visit <www.hungernomore.org>. 

•The Q uaker Parenting Project aims to sup­
port parents in their efforts to integrate Quaker 
beliefs, values, and practices into family life. 
T he project seeks to support parents through 
workshops, presentations, written materials, 
and leadership development. Contact Harrier 
Heath at <Harriet_Heath@hotmail.com>, or 
visit <WWW.quakerparenting.org>. 
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October 24-26 
Inquirers' Weekend: 
Basic Quakerism 
with Max Carter and Liz Baltaro 

October 26-31 

The Poetry of Octavio Paz 
with Aurora Camacho de Schmidt 

October 31-November 2 
John Woolman 
and "The Tendering Presence" 
with Mike HeUer 

Photography as a Doorway to Spirit 
with Beth Kingsley Hawkins 

November 2-7 
Some Meditative Poems 
with Paul A. Lacey 

PENDLE HILL I A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 
338 Plush Mill Rd ·Wallingford, PA 19086 • 

ext.142 · (800) 742-3150 (US) or(610) 5664507 (worldwide) 
registrar@pendlehill.org · www.pendlebill.org 

FRIENDS JoURNAL offers the classic book 

BENJAMIN 
The Meetinghouse Mous~ i · 
by Benjamin, as told to Clifford Pfeil, 
with illustrations by John D. Gurnrnere 

If you remember the Benjamin stories 
in past issues, you will be happy to share 
them-now in book form-with your 
children, grandchildren, and Friends! 

Look for Benjamin in Friends bookstores or order directly from FRIENDS JouRNAL: 

Please send me __ copies of Benjamin @ $6.oo each, plus $2.00 shipping and handling 
($3.50 for shipping and handling outside U.S., Canada, and Mexico). My check is enclosed. 

Name ______________________________________________________ __ 

Address ________________________ __ 

City --------------------State __ ZIP ____ _ 

Country, if other than U.S.-----------------------------------------

Please mail to FRIENDS j OURNAL, m6 Arch Street, 2A, Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835. 
If any questions please call (215) 563-8629. 
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Year2004 
Quaker Motto Calendar 

Inspirational messages 
for each month 

Since 1884 

25 calendars $21.00 
25 calendars & envelopes $23.00 
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Send orders with check to: 
The Motto Calendar 

P.O. Box 59 
Douglassville, PA 19518 

MottoCal@ aol.com 
Telephone: 301-320-3931 

Fax: 301-320-7370 

, .. J!!'l':... . • .... . ) ..,. . ~ 
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Open your child's 
mind to the world 

ABINGTON 
FRIENDS 
SCHOOL 

A Quaker coeducational 
day school grades 

Preschool through 12 

For more informat ion, call 
215-886-4350 

575 Washington Lane • J enkintown, PA 19046 

Milestones 

Births/ Adoptions 
Agnew-Elizabtth Bailey Agnew, on October 18, 
2002, in Denver, Colo., to Rebecca Levene 
Agnew and John Agnew. Rebecca is a member of 
Newark (Del.) Meeting. 

Marriages/Unions 
Bailey-Frank-Christopher Frank and Robin 
Irma-Rose Bailey, on April 19, 2003, in Calvert, 
Md., under the care of Newark (Del.) Meeting, 
where Robin is a member. 

Meller-Vedova-Peter A. Vedova and Katie 
Meller, on June 28, 2003, at the Shaker Inn, 
Enfield, N.H., under the care of Chappaqua 
(N.Y.) Meeting where Katie is a member. Peter is 
a member of Ridgewood (N.J.) Meeting. 

Deaths 
Bailey-john H. Bailey JJ, 86, on February 22, 
2003, in Meadville, Pa. Born on August 11, 1916, 
in Philadelphia, Pa., to John H. Bailey and Martha 
Mae Connell Bailey, he graduated from Meadville 
H igh School in 1934, from Allegheny College in 
1938, and from University of Pennsylvania School 
of Medicine. He interned at Robert Packer H ospi­
tal in Sayre, Pa., and completed his residency at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn. During World 
War II John was an Air Force surgeon. May 2003 
would have marked the 59th anniversary of John's 
marriage ro Elizabeth J. Henderson, with whom 
he shared the joys of raising their four children. 
John operated a medical practice in Meadville for 
50 years and was joined by his son Jack in 1984. 
Past president of the Crawford County Medical 
Society, Spencer Hospital, and Meadville City 
Hospital, John worked with Hospice of Crawford 
County and was a member of the Pennsylvania 
Medical Society, a founding member of the 
Crawford County Mental Health Society, and 
served for many years on the board of directors of 
Warren Stare Hospital. John and Elizabeth were 
members ofPirtsburgh (Pa.) Meeting, participated 
in organizing French Creek (Pa.) Meeting (now 
laid down), and were founders of Meadville People 
for Peace Roundtable. As a surgeon, John knew 
the dark tragedy of war, its impact on the human 
spirit, as well as the physical cost. H is experiences 
deepened h is conviction that the God he wor­
shiped is a God oflove and guides us into paths of 
caring for and serving our fellow human beings. 
John is survived by his wife, Elizabeth Henderson 
Bailey; children, Jill Jordan and her husband Wil­
liam, Sarah Babcock and her husband Norman, 
Robin Bailey and her husband Ted Weber, John 
H. Oack) Bailey III and his wife Christine; 12 
grandchildren; and one great-grandchild. 

Burgess-jane Clapp Burgess, 83, on January 6, 
2003, in Medford, N.J. Jane was born in Brook­
lyn, N.Y., on September 7, 1919, to John Mantle 
Clapp and Edith Blake C lapp. Educated in the 
public schools of Rutherford, N.J., she graduated 
from Pembroke College of Brown University in 
1941. She married Samuel B. Burgess directly after 
college and taught at the Halsted School in Yon­
kers, N.Y. for one year. A longtime member of the 
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Episcopal Peace Fellowship, she accompanied 
Samuel while he was in Civilian Public Service 
units at Cooperstown, N.Y. and Williamsburg, 
Va. In 1951 the couple joined Hartford (Conn.) 
Meeting. Jane became active in the monthly meet­
ing and New England Yearly Meeting, also serving 
on the boards of Beacon Hill Friends House and 
Woolman Hill. She helped organize Wellesley 
(Mass.) Meeting. When the couple relocated to 
the Philadelphia area after Samuel's retirement, 
she was a volunteer at FRIENDS JouRNAL, and she 
served on the Worship and Ministry Commirtee 
of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting on the Material 
Aids Commirtee of AFSC. She organized the Met­
ropolitan Council for Educational Opportunity, 
Inc. (METCO), a program originally designed to 
bring inner-city children to the public schools of 
Needham, Mass.; the program has now spread to 
more than 30 Boston suburbs, providing a broader 
educational and social experience for both subur­
ban and urban students and their families. She was 
a member of Medford (N.J.) Meeting. Jane is 
survived by her husband, Samuel B. Burgess; chil­
dren, Martha B. Kroch and John M. Burgess; 
grandchildren, Miriam K. Morrissey, Deborah K. 
Leaf, Abigail K. Doura, Roberto G. Burgess, and 
Michelle G. Burgess. 

Hunt-Edith Joan (Joan) Hunt, on May 28, 2003, 
in Baltimore, Md. She was born to Philip S. and 
Cora Mae Hunt in Pomona, Cali£, on September 
1, 1932. She earned a bachelor's degree from Uni­
versity ofRedlands in 1954, a master's degree from 
Claremont Graduate University in 1963, and a 
Ph.D. from University of Maryland in 1967. A 
lifelong educator, Joan celebrated the unique growth 
and development of each child. She initially taught 
elementary and middle school, subsequently served 
as a school psychologist in California in the 1950s 
and early 1960s, and completed her career on the 
Department of Human Development/Institute for 
Child Study faculty at University of Maryland, 
retiring in 1992. Joan was a member of Stony Run 
Meeting in Baltimore, where she was a gracious 
and quiet giver and receiver. Her deeply rooted 
convincement, strengthened by regular reading, 
study, and reflection on queries, continued through­
out her life, and she was active in Quaker study and 
fellowship even in the immediate weeks preceding 
her death. An enthusiastic supporter of public, 
academic, and religious libraries, she served faith­
fully on the Library Commirtee of Stony Run 
Meeting. In her personal and professional life, 
Joan was known for her compassion, patience, 
faith in the inherent goodness in all persons, love 
of the environment, and belief in the potential for 
human excellence. She worked, taught, practiced, 
volunteered, and published in the field of family 
conflict resolution and child study. She valued the 
opportunity to stand quietly as a witness to peace 
and civil rights in Washington, D . C. She was a life 
member of the National Association for the Ad­
vancement of Colored People. Joan is survived by 
an aunt and uncle, Billie and Don C lark; an aunt, 
Muriel Montgomery; several cousins; and friends 
Elizabeth, Philip, and Stephen Koopman, who 
were essential persons in her nuclear family for 
many years. 

Potochnik- Rudoph Aloysius (Rudy) Potochnik, 
86, on January 18, 2003, in Modesto, Cali£ He 
was born in Detroit, Mich., on December 10, 
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1916, to parents who immigrated from what is 
now Slovenia. After attending vocational high 
school, Rudy held down three jobs while studying 
at University of Michigan, graduating in history 
and economics. He encountered the Religious So­
ciety of Friends while in college and was drawn by 
irs perspective on the futility of war. Living in 
student co-op housing, Rudy became a firm sup­
potter of the cooperative movement. His voca­
tional training landed him a good job as mechani­
cal engineering draftsman in an architectural firm. 
During World War II, he rejected a draftsman's 
deferment-available because his firm was raking 
on military contracts--and served four and a half 
years in Civilian Public Service forestry camps in 
Michigan and Oregon. After his release from CPS, 
Rudy became a "seagoing cowboy" for Heifers for 
Relief, accompanying a shipment of horses and 
mules ro Europe for the United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration. Then, at the invi­
tation of some of his CPS friends, he moved to 
Modesto, California, where he lived for 56 years. 
Four former Michigan COs scarred Wolverine 
Building Service, serting out to build homes and 
world peace, refusing to cooperate with local de 
facto segregation, and actively opposing a stare­
wide initiative for discriminatory "restrictive cov­
enants." Rudy mer his future wife, reacher June 
Runbeck, at a local Fellowship of Reconciliation 
meeting. The Potochniks raised their four children 
in Delta Meeting in Stockton, Cali£, where Rudy 
served as clerk, faithfully visited inmates at Duell 
Vocational Institute, and helped to develop John 
Woolman School. In 1957 he participated in the 
first protest at the Nevada Test Site for nuclear 
weapons, and helped build the Committee for 
Nonviolent Action trimaran Everyman I, which 
sailed into the Pacific rest wne. He counseled 
young men at the Modesto Peace/Life Center dur­
ing the Vietnam War and is remembered for his 
petitions and fiery speeches on the futility of war. 
After retirement he helped the Modesto peace 
community initiate a sister city relationship with 
Khrnelnirsky in Ukraine during the Reagan ad­
ministration. Rudy was always very active physi­
cally and intellectually, a voracious reader, and a 
lively conversationalist. He demonstrated his con­
cern for others with constancy and consistency. He 
is survived by his wife, June Potochnik; children, 
Anton, Andre, Kim, and Maria Porochnik; grand­
daughters, Angela and Sophia Porochnik; and sis­
ter, Mimi Blazic. 

Rose-Sarah Isabel Rose, 85, on March 24, 2003, in 
Heathsville, Va. Isabel was born on June 6, 1917, 
in York, Pa. She graduated from Duke University, 
taught in the York public schools and Philadelphia 
private schools, tutored children in reading, and 
served her community in various organizations. 
Isabel and her husband Ralph were founding mem­
bers ofLangley Hill (Va.) Preparative Meeting and 
were active in the meeting community until 1978. 
From 1975 to 1978, Isabel was active on the 
School Study Committee, formed ro study the 
possibility of a Friends school in northern Vir­
ginia. In Heathsville, she was a volunteer tutor at 
rwo schools, where she was much loved by the 
children and adults as well. Isabel's love for reach­
ing and children is illustrated by a remembrance of 
a group of African Americans whose children had 
to pass a white school to get to their own. When 
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these parenrs decided to take their children to the 
white school instead, they were not allowed inside. 
Each day of the impasse, Isabel and several ocher 
women drove 40 or 50 miles to the white school to 
tutor the children. Evenrually, one morning, the 
doors were opened and the children were allowed 
in. Described as an older person who thought with 
a really young mind, Isabel had twinkling eyes and 
a loving, energetic spirit char engaged the attention 
of children in a very special way. Isabel was prede­
ceased by her son, David Thoreau Rose. She is 
survived by her husband, Ralph Rose; daughter, 
Susan Rose; three grandchildren, Stephanie Rose, 
Rebecca Hall, and Toby Smith; and two great­
grandchildren, Aidan Smith and William H all. 

Siceloff-Elizabeth Taylor Siceloff, 80, on June 5, 
2003, in Atlanta, Ga. She was born on July 9, 
1922, to Carrie Lewis and Blair Taylor in Char­
lotte, N.C., where she grew up. She smdied sociol­
ogy at Universiry of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. While in Sweden on a Quaker sponsored 
tour of Scandinavian cooperatives she met her 
fumre husband, Courtney Siceloff. The couple 
married in 1949. The following year they moved 
to South Carolina to direct the historic Penn Cen­
ter on St. Helena Island, working with the Mrican 
American communiry during a volatile period of 
desegregation. Penn Cenrer was the first center in 
South Carolina and one of the few in the South 
where blacks and whites could stay together over­
night; Martin Luther King Jr. participated in four 
planning meetings there for the Southern Chris­
tian Leadership Conference. In 1969, after the 
Siceloffs decided it was time to turn the cenrer's 
leadership over to African Americans, they went to 
Afghanistan, where Elizabeth worked for the U cited 
Stares Information Agency, teaching English and 
assisting Afghans who wanted to come ro the 
United States tosmdy. In 1973 cheSiceloffssettled 
in Atlanta, Georgia, transferring their membership 
from Radnor (Pa.) Meeting to Atlanta Meeting. 
Elizabeth began working in media relations for the 
Southern Regional Council, an organization dedi­
cated to equal opportuniry. Over the next 20 years 
she worked for the local bureaus of The Los Angeles 
Times, US. News & World Report, and Reuters, 
tracking regional stories. During her 30 years in 
Atlanta, she rarely missed a demonstration against 
the death penalry, and she joined protests against 
the war with Iraq from her wheelchair. She dressed 
in bright colors and filled her house with flowers. 
She loved a good story or joke, and she enjoyed life 
to the end. During her last three weeks in the 
hospital she could nor talk, but she hummed along 
with folk songs and spirituals. Elizabeth carried a 
vision of equaliry and opportuniry throughout her 
life. She is survived by her husband, Courtney 
Siceloff; children, Mary Siceloff and John Siceloff; 
and grandson, Andrew Siceloff. 
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Continued ftom page 15 

that he was the same director of the camp 
as when I attended as a child. He also 
knew Kai, who had begun attending at 
the age of seven. I shared with him both 
my conversations at yearly meeting and 
then with the girl's mother at Friends 
Center. He had spoken with the yearly 
meeting coordinator and agreed that this 
was a matter of two kids being attracted to 
each other and not knowing how to show 
that properly to one another. He said that 
he and the staff would keep an eye on 
them while they were at camp, but did not 
think anything would happen. I hung up 
the phone very distressed, angry, and filled 
with fear. I found myself asking, "Would 
this girl's father have done this ifKai were 
of European descent?" 

The next day, I had a conversation 
with Kai that hurt my soul. All of his life I 
had told Kai that he was equal to anyone 
and able to be whatever he wanted. Now I 
had to tell him that the reality in the adult 
world is that he is an African American 
male and because of that there are things 
he can not do or have. I told him that his 
life depended on his staying as far away as 
possible from this girl no matter how much 
he liked her. He could not speak to her or 
even look at her, and if she came near him 
he needed to get away from her. I also told 
him he could never be any place alone 
with her. I let him know that her parents 
thought that he was trying to kill her and 
had attempted to get him kicked out of 
his summer programs. I explained that as 
he continued to get older, people were 
going to react to him differently than they 
had as a child. They were going to be 
afraid of him because he was an African 
American male. People would react to 
him first as a threatening man of African 
descent before they had a chance to get to 
know him as an individual. I told him the 
history of African American males being 
lynched and imprisoned for even looking 
at European American females. Kai was 
surprised and scared. I answered his ques­
tions as best I could. Afrer our conversa­
tion, I went to my room and cried. 

I was not ready to tell my ten-year-old 
boy that he was an endangered species 
in this country, and even in his religious 
community. 

Despite my best efforts, like my par­
ents, I was not able to shelter my child 
from the reality of racism in our country. 
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has increased. I worry constantly about 
him when we are not together. I have to 
remind him not to stand too close to 
people in lines, never to talk back to the 
police for any reason, and to be constantly 
aware of his surroundings. Kai is my child 
no matter how big he gets, but as he has 
grown from a child to a teenager into a 
man his mere presence is perceived as a 
threat to many people in the United States. 

I believe the news media, films, and 
television shows still reinforce our fear of 
African American men despite efforts of 
the media to change this, and that men of 
African descent are disproportionately por­
trayed as criminals while very few Euro­
pean American men are shown in these 
roles. Each time this happens it further 
endangers my son, my husband, my 
nephew, and all African American men by 
reinforcing a perilous stereotype. 

It is time for this legacy of inequality 
to end. I do not want my son and his 
children to have to teach their children 
about racism and how to survive it in 
this country. 

This cycle of inequality must stop. As 
Friends, let us truly follow our religious 
Testimony ofEquality and show this coun­
try how to honor all of God's children. Let 
us address the issue of racism within and 
outside of the Religious Society ofF riends 
on both a personal and institutional level. 

Take a step towards establishing equal­
~ty by r~ding and answering the follow­
mgquenes: 
• Do I examine myself for aspects of preju­

dice that may be buried, including be­
liefs that seem to justify biases based on 
race, class, and feelings of inferiority or 
superiority? 

• What am I doing to help overcome the 
contemporary effects of past and present 
oppression? 

• Am I teaching my children, and do I 
show through my way of living, that 
love of God includes affirming the equal­
ity of people, treating others with dig­
nity and respect, and seeking to recog­
nize and address that of God within 
every person? 
Let us work for a time when the 

question is asked, "Does racial inequality 
still exist?" and every member of the 
Religious Society of Friends can answer, 
"No, and our work leads the way to 
racial justice!" 0 

Continued}rom page 13 

as Friends. Here are some suggestions for 
steps you can take in helping your meet­
ing reach toward wholeness: 
1. Create a loving space within your 

meeting for Friends to have conversa­
tions that allow them to check out 
assumptions they are making about 
one another. 

2. In providing pastoral care to indi­
viduals in your meeting remember to 
ask, rather than assume, that race does 
or does not have a bearing on the care 
they need. 

3. Create formal and informal settings 
to engage in dialogues about race and 
its impact on our meetings. 

4. Establish a committee or small group 
in your meeting to examine issues of 
racism and how it affects the meeting 
and to make recommendations on 
how to respond to those issues. 

5. Make clearness and support commit­
tees available for Friends in your meet­
ing who are working on the issues 
of racism. 

6. Build a relationship with a neighbor­
hood congregation made up of people 
of color. Invite speakers from those 
congregations to tell you about issues 
important to members of their con­
gregation. Work together on a project 
in the community. 

7. Review and update the photographs, 
paintings, and quotations on the meet­
inghouse walls as well as the books 
and magazines in the library so they 
address issues of race, class, and varied 
educational levels. 

8. Support people of color in your meet­
ing by helping them identify and build 
relationships with other people of color 
in the Religious Society ofFriends. 

9. Publicize events sponsored by or spe­
cifically for people of color. 

10. List your meeting in the church 
section of the local paper for people 
of color. 

As you proceed, it is important to 
be patient with one another, and to 
listen to and follow the Spirit as it moves 
amongus. 0 
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mixture of selfishness and generosity is our 
usual experience of human behavior. A large 
corporation, however, is not a human and is 
designed to function by selfishness, also 
called the bottom line. 

In order for the discipline of economics 
to promote itself from a myth to a science, it 
must reject outdated dogma and build its 
theory on careful studies of real human 
behavior. T he m ost advanced and carefully 
controlled experimental studies of human 
behavior now dearly show that without a 
modicum of human altruism markets cannot 
function at all. Experimental evidence shows 
that students well trained in our academic 
economics behave more selfishly than those 
who have not studied economics. 

I believe we should share Jack's belief­
we must protect the environment-and 
humble ourselves within an environment, 
God's creation. As God's creatures given 
powers to think, let us create an economics 
as if humans mattered. 

William M Alexander 
Santa Rosa, Calif. 

Failures of our economic 
system 

Jack Powelson (F]May) paints 
unprogrammed Friends as antibusiness and 
anticapitalist without addressing the specific 
reasons that many of us feel our economic 
system has gone wrong: 

1. Short- term thinking that puts this 
quarter's profits above long-term thinking 
and planning. Quakers have been long-term 
thinkers, investing in human dignity, 
alternatives to violence, restorative justice­
to name just a few areas of activity. 

2. The disproportional compensation of 
top managers compared to workers, without 
whom there would not be a business. 

3. The political influence that is 
purchased by large corporations and 
industries--undermining democracy. 

Friend Powelson, could you p lease 
address these concerns? 

Connie Arnosti 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

Caring is needed, not 
dogmatism 

I certainly agree with Jack Powelson's (Fj 
May) main point, namely, unprogrammed 
Friends have a bias against capitalism. 
However, I think Jack does his cause a 
disservice when he implies that moral 
objections to various acts of the current 
Republican administration are somehow 

narrow-minded and that m ore Friends 
should join the Republican party. 

Though I cannot speak for Friends in 
Colorado I can refer to a number of 
conversations with Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting Friends in which everyone, bar 
none, expressed disappointment with 
Democrats because of their recent 
unwillingness to cake a moral stand. I 
speak as one of many Friends who have 
chosen to register D emocratic but are 
delighted to support Republicans who cake 
the lead in promoting responsible and 
humane legislation . 

Like most folks who believe the world 
can be saved by a specific economic or 
political system Jack has ignored the 
problems being created by that system. 
Thievery by business executives is one 
example of a problem that is now giving 
capitalism a black eye. 

A tougher problem is how to reduce the 
social disruption caused by globalization. 
How to prevent or reduce the destruction of 
infant democracies resulting from powerful 
corporate investments in underdeveloped 
lands? How to reduce hardships to U.S. 
workers when industries simply pack up and 
move overseas? How to protect 
environmental legislation from lawsuits by 
foreign corporations, such as the recent 
challenge to the gasoline additive law in 
California? 

The history of U.S. free enterprise is 
replete with examples of governmental 
actions used to correct wrongs done to the 
weak by the strong. These governmental 
actions may not have always been ideal but 
they were generated by those who cared 
about people. Caring is what is needed 
today, not dogmatism. Capitalism is in need 
of caring reform as much as, if not more 
than, it ever has been. Come join us, Jack. 

Irving Ho/lingrhead 
Boyertown, Pa. 

Look beyond the smallest 
Unlt 

In "Bringing Business into the Light" (Fj 
May), Richard Holden uncritically accepts 
the premise that economic viability and 
profitability must be measured at the 
smallest possible unit (in his article, the 
plant), rather than on a broader enterprise 
basis. So, in his view, the dosing of a plant 
was an example of appropriate business 
ethics because a wage increase that brought 
its employees up to the company norm 
made the plant unprofitable. If we truly 
believe in Friends' values of community, 
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should we accept this not just as a model of 
good business but also as a model of faith­
based ethics? 

If we look to parallels in other sectors of 
society, e.g., the family, government, and 
even colleges like that which employs 
Richard Holden, they are replete with 
examples of accepted behavior that does not 
follow this reductionist approach. If your 
son is a teacher and your daughter a 
physician, do you say to your son the 
teacher, "I am sorry, but we value you less 
because your reduced earning capacity 
makes you less able than your sister to 
support us in our old age?" Does the state 
say to the poor rural town, "You will receive 
no greater state aid for your schools or other 
public services because, even though you are 
taxing your citizens at a higher than average 
rate, their poverty results in reduced town 
revenues?" Does the college say to the 
English department, "Because there are 
fewer government grants for English than 
for nuclear defense research, we will hire no 
more English professors and only add 
physics faculty?" While the answer to some 
of these questions might be "yes," at least in 
the case of the electorate in some states and 
the boards of some colleges, few Friends of 
whatever political persuasion would give 
such answers. 

All these questions and answers 
demonstrate that values other than those of 
the market refined to the smallest measurable 
unit are widely accepted by the world at 
large and by Friends. W ithout knowing all 
the financial details of the Maplehurst dairy 
and baking business cited in the article, it is 
impossible to know whether the costs of 
increased wages at the inner-city plant really 
were a burden the company could not afford 
or just a cost it preferred not to incur but 
could have borne without materially 
affecting the enterprise. Either way, it hardly 
justifies the proposition that the smallest 
unit of production is the appropriate 
measure for ethical business decisions. 

Don't stir fear 

Rene Reixach 
Rochester, N.Y. 

First let me say that I share some of the 
concerns about U.S. foreign policy articulated 
in Keith Helmuth's "U.S. Exceptionalism vs. 
Human Solidarity," (Fj June) but I thought 
his argument was undermined by a false 
dichotomy that distorts Quaker tradition. 
Since when have Quakers upheld maintaining 
human solidarity at all costs? Early Friends 
were accused of turning the "world upside 
down" and breaking the bonds of solidarity 
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that ordered 17th-century England. We have 
a prophetic faith that calls us to sometimes 
stand alone against forces of"human solidarity" 
when we feel that these have gone astray. 

A related concern is the unsupported 
characterization of U.S. exceptionalism as 
based on a "will to power" and a "natural 
right of domination." While there are no 
doubt selfish motives behind American 
exceptionalism that need to be challenged, 
every scholar that I have read sees American 
exceptionalism as primarily rooted in this 
prophetic tradition that we value so much as 
Quakers. While I disagree with the action 
taken by our government, I think the 
evidence demonstrates that Bush, Powell, 
Wolfowitz, and others are inveterate 
idealists who sincerely believe that the U.S. 
is called to a prophetic stance to defend 
human rights. 

Finally, to carelessly link U.S. policy to 
Nazi phrases seems irresponsible. Hitler 
actually used phrases like "will to power" 
and "natural right of domination" to justify 
his actions. When has Bush or anyone else 
in the administration ever used these phrases 
as the basis of U.S. policy? There are good 
reasons to criticize a mistaken idealism of 
present U.S. policy, but in doing so we 
should demonstrate that we at least 
understand our opponent's humanity and 
not reduce them to demons that stir fear and 
paranoia. That's the kind of thing that true 
Nazis did. 

Symbiosis 

HerbLape 
Huntington, N.Y. 

I am so glad I had time to read Keith 
Helmuth's "U.S. Exceptionalism vs. Human 
Solidarity" (F]June). It would be hard to 
imagine a more insightful or a more 
carefully written piece of work. The glimpse 
of the American historical predicament that 
he provides seems highly accurate to this 
reader. Although he must hope that the 
United States does not fully descend into the 
trajectory of Nazi Germany, he must not 
deny the existence of certain trends that 
could accelerate given specific historical 
potentialities. United States exceptionalism 
and terrorism toward the United States seem 
to have a symbiotic relationship. It is a good 
time to take comfort from the book of 
Daniel. 

A request 

Michael C Thielmann 
Newton, Iowa 

We have been greatly impressed with 
Keith Helmuth's article (F]June) in our 
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combined home of six. I am on the Board 
of Oregon Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, and National PSR is 
working on a program called "A Sensible 
Mutual American Response to Terrorism," 
emphasizing working out of differences, 
which we hope to get placed on a national 
presidential campaign's platform. I am 
working on wordsmithing this and would 
like permission to share this article with the 
other Board members, by email if possible, 
because of the speed of dissemination. The 
article states clearly what is happening and I 
feel certain it would be of interest to a 
number of Board members. Please let me 
know the proper steps to take. 

Renee Stringham 
Salem, Oreg. 

The end of exceptionalism 
Concerning Keith Helmuth's article in 

the June issue of FRIENDS JouRNAL: lf we 
continue on our course of exceptionalism at 
the expense of human solidarity eventually 
there will be a terrible holocaust and we will 
be wiped out as Hitler's exceptionalism was. 

NelsonBabb 
West Suffield, Conn. 

The enemies of solidarity 
I found the article "U.S. Exceptionalism 

vs. Human Solidarity" (F]June) disturbing. 
Keith Helmuth's high ideals and concern for 
human solidarity are admirable, but his 
sinister view of the United States is far too 
extreme. Complex problems such as poverty 
and the biotechnology revolution are 
oversimplified and blamed on U.S. policies. 
For example, he suggests that our 
government supports a Nazi-like eugenics 
program to provide "biotech enhancement" 
for the affluent, and exclude others as 
"naturals." Yet, our current administration is 
more often criticized for obstructing human 
genetic research to please Christian 
fundamentalists. 

The author plausibly suggests that 
human solidarity may be "the primary 
spiritual discovery of the 20th century." And 
he expresses concern that this ideal is now 
being challenged by the United States. He 
believes that America's "will to domination" 
has led to a policy of"deliberate opposition 
to human solidarity." 

In my opinion human solidarity is 
indeed being challenged, but the challenge 
has come ftom a variety of despotic ideas, 
movements, and individuals. In most cases it 

is the United States that has confronted the 
major enemies of human solidarity. Last 
century there were fascism and communism. 
More recently we've seen Slobodan 
Milosevic' s Serbian nationalism, Saddam 
Hussein's militaristic terror-state, the 
Taliban, and the Islamic fundamentalist 
movement. Inexplicably, Keith Helmuth 
fails to mention any of these. 

There is certainly a lot to criticize in U.S. 
foreign policy, but to ignore so much of the 
horror and evil that is abroad in the world 
today and then proclaim the United States 
an enemy of human solidarity shows an 
appalling lack of judgment. 

Not a metaphor 

Bill Figlozzi 
Cambridge, N.Y. 

In looking over the June issue of FRIENDS 
JouRNAL, I noticed that the brief descriptor 
in the table of contents for the article I wrote 
{"'nward Light and Outward Light") reads, 
''The metaphor of light illustrates what 
distinguishes a Quaker meeting for business 
from a secular business meeting." This 
might seem to be a reasonable summary of 
the article for a non-Friend, but it brings to 
light a common misunderstanding of the 
Light--one that dates back to the days of 
George Fox and William Penn. For Friends, 
the Light is not a metaphor but rather the 
central reality of our experience of God. 
When George Fox wrote, "Christ Jesus has 
come to teach his people himself," he was 
writing about the Light. In a secular business 
meeting (even many of those conducted in 
other churches), people depend on their 
own intellectual and spiritual resources to 
find the best solution to a problem. We 
Friends recognize that the solution will be 
given to us when we allow ourselves to be 
guided by the Light. We can trust that 
guidance because the Light is not one of our 
own fallible resources, but is truly of God. 

Another nontheist 

Paul Buckley 
Richmond, Ind. 

I find in the June issue of FRIENDS 
JouRNAL a much-needed affirmation that 
nontheists like David Drake ("Confessions 
of a Nontheistic Friend") are fmding a 
home in Friends meetings. David Drake 

speaks my mind on this issue, one that has 
been a concern of mine during the several 
years that I have been a part of Memphis 
{Tenn.) Meeting. His description of his 
journey ftom the ornate rituals of the 
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Guilford 
COLLEGE 

Guilford College, 5800 W. Friendly Avenue, Greensboro, NC 27410, a selective liberal 
arts college with a Quaker Heritage that values excellence in undergraduate teaching, 
seeks applications representing diversity based on age, race, gender, sexual orientation, 
disabilities, ethnicity, religion, national origin, career and life experiences, socio-economic 
background, geographic roots, as well as members of the Society of Friends. EOE/AA. 

TENURE TRACK FACULTY POSITIONS 
Beginning August 2004 

All applications require cover letter, vita, transcript, and three letters of recommendation 

Biology (Forensics). PhD. required, General Zoology (forensic emphasis) and General Botany (environmental 
emphasis). Apply to Dr. Charles G. Smith, Biology Department. Deadline: December 1. 

Business Management. Human Resource Management, Terminal degree in related field preferred. Apply to N. 
Christensen, Chair, Business Management Dept., nchriste@guilford.edu. Review of begins October 30, 2003. 

Computing and Information Teclmology. Terminal degree in computing-related field or in another field plus 
master's degree in computing-related field. Apply to Rob Whimell, Chair, Computing and Information 
Technology Search; e-mail inquiries to rwhitnel@guilford.edu. Application review begins October 15. 

Criminal Justice. Assistant or Associate Professor, specialization in Law Enforcement, PhD. in Criminal Justice 
or closely related field required. ABD considered. Apply to Pat Callair, Justice and Policy Studies Department 
Chairperson. Application deadline: November 30. 

Education (Secondary). Assistant or Associate Professor. Public school teaching experience with diverse 
populations, licensure in Secondary Social Studies and/or English. Three reference letters, one from a student. 
Apply to Margaret Borrego, Education Studies Department. Deadline: February 1. 

English (British Literature). British Literature I and either medieval/ Renaissance or Restoration / 18m century. 
Women's Studies and/or International Studies. The PhD. required. 

English (Writing Director). Assistant or Associate level. PhD. in rhetoric and composition required. Include 
dossier, writing sample, and a statement of educational philosophy. Apply to Jeff Jeske, Chair, English 
Department. We will interview at MLA. Deadline Nov. 15. 

Physical Education: Assistant Professor. Teaching experience and terminal degree in Physical Education or 
closely related field required. Apply to Dr. Kathleen Tritschler, Sport Studies Department. Deadline October 30. 

Political Theory. Additional courses in African-American, African, Latin American Studies, or Women's Studies. 
Letter should describe interests, experience and goals. Include writing sample. Apply to Ken Gilmore, Chair, 
Department of Political Science. Deadline October 15. 

Psychology. Assistant Professor, Ph.D. preferred. Neuropsychology, Health Psychology, or Learning, 
Environmental or Women's Studies. Apply to Claire Morse, Chair, Department of Psychology. Deadline 
December 1. 

Religious Studies. PhD. and teaching experience required. Specialization in East Asian Religions. Apply to John 
Stoneburner, Religious Studies Department. Deadline February 1. 
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Episcopal liturgy to the roomy silence of a 
Quaker meeting for worship could almost 
stand as a description of my own path as well. 

I, too, began my spiritual trek as an 
Episcopalian. When I confided to the rector 
of the church I attended that I didn't really 
consider myself a Christian in any 
traditional sense, he advised me to look 
upon the whole affair as "holy metaphor," 
and just skip the parts of the creeds, 
prayers, and hymns that I couldn't agree 
with. I imagine that some people are blessed 
with the capacity for worshiping a 
metaphor or participating in selective 
prayer, but I do not possess such a gift for 
selective worship. 

I wandered into Quakerism via the 
excellent resources of organizations like the 
Wider Quaker Fellowship and Pendle Hill. 
Later, to my delight, I discovered that 
Memphis has an unprogrammed meeting. 
This was a surprise considering that this part 
of the country is nor exactly what you'd call 
progressive or tolerant in its religious 
heritage. Nonetheless, some stalwart Friends 
had established a sort of beachhead here, and 
I was delighted to attend and learn. 

My delight was magnified when I 
decided to join. I attempted to tell the 
members of my Clearness Committee what, 
precisely, I believe in. They quickly stopped 
me before I could begin such a futile effort, 
and told me that my beliefs didn't matter to 
them. What mattered to them was that I 
understood that Quakerism examined all of 
the viral questions of life, yet was unique in 
that it provided no pat answers, no smug 
certainties, and no mental gymnastics about 
worshiping metaphorical constructs. 

What I would have told them was that 
like David Drake, I consider myself to be 
nontheistic. By this, I mean that I don't have 
any real conception of"god." I'm not a 
determined atheist-for all I know there 
may be an enormous old deity riding around 
on a thundercloud. Well, maybe not. You 
see, I'm not really a believer in any sort of 
being or entity, especially not some invisible, 
omniscient, omnipotent god that guides my 
behavior, knows my soul, guides my 
thoughts, determines the status of my 
health, and ultimately judges my sins. It's 
not that I have strong feelings one way or 
another on this-I really don't care, and 
simply don't give the matter much thought. 

And yet, I am well aware that the Quaker 
tradition is decidedly Christian, and that 
many of its practices and testimonies are 
based squarely on the notion of a personal 
God who continues to provide revelations 
and guidance. I consider myself fortunate 
indeed to have found a tradition that 
encourages great freedom of belief for its 

58 

individual members. This, to me, is truly a 
blessing worthy of celebration. 

So thanks to FRIENDS JouRNAL and to 
David Drake for reminding us that sitting in 
silence, surrounded by Friends, can indeed 
be a holy endeavor. 

David B. Dawson 
Germantown, Tenn. 

Believe whatever? 
David Drake's article in the June FRIENDS 

JoURNAL ("Confessions of a Nontheistic 
Friend") included a remark I've now heard 
in a variety of Friends' contexts and has led 
me to the following question: Are people 
being attracted to the Religious Society of 
Friends these days because of Friends' beliefs 
and practices, or because we provide a forum 
in which they "can believe whatever they 
want?" (Is that what people perceive Friends' 
beliefs and practices to be?) 

Christopher B. Fowler 
Point of Rocks, Md. 

Not an allergic response 
Two letters in the Forum (F]June) 

respond to my article, "The G ift of 
Chemical Awareness" (Fj March). In the 
first letter, Louise Ireland-Frey was kind 
enough to make a suggestion of hypnosis, 
which worked for herself and her allergic 
patients. She equates chemical sensitivity, 
which I term chemical awareness, with an 
allergic response. I feel led to respond. 

There are many unknowns about the 
condition now called "Multiple Chemical 
Sensitivity," or MCS. However, recent 
research indicates that this is not the result of 
an allergic response. In my understanding, 
an allergic response occurs in some 
individuals to what are normally benign 
natural substances. Louise Ireland-Frey's 
personal condition and that of her patients 
would seem to be this type of response. It is 
fascinating that an allergic response can be 
mitigated by hypnotic suggestion. I have 
told several of my neighbors, who react to 
cats, of this possible solution. However, I 
question the efficacy of this technique in the 
case ofMCS responses. Both the body's 
response and the initiating agent are distinct 
from that of an allergic response. 

For example, as a person diagnosed with 
MCS, I have no genetic tendency toward 
allergic response. My body's severe 
response to today's environment is a natural 
response to unnatural, toxic chemicals. In 
this way, I and others with the MCS 
response herald the development of a new 

human sensory perception to danger. We 
have been fast-forwarded into developing 
this response due to chemical injury. Our 
bodies have been chemically compromised 
to such an extent that they can no longer 
tolerate what our culture regards as a normal 
and customary level of chemical toxicity. 
Thus, we react severely to additional toxic 
overload. In my article, I suggest that the 
reactions ofMCS individuals indicate the 
level of damage that our chemical practices 
are causing ourselves and our world. Those 
exhibiting MCS responses are the "early 
warning devices" for humans-who are 
causing this life destruction. 

In the second letter, Paul Klinkman 
describes his chemically sensitive wife as a 
"canary." This is an apt description of the 
use our culture should make of its M CS 
individuals. Canaries were once taken into 
mines: these birds reacted quickly to toxic 
gases undetectable by humans and died. In 
World War I, canaries were also used to 
determine the presence of enemy-generated 
toxic gases in underground runnels and 
bunkers. Canaries died that humans might 
be warned of dangerous gases for which they 
had no natural sensory perceptions. 

There is much societal denigration of 
those who have become chemically injured 
and thus chemically sensitized, and denial of 
the reality of their situation as well as the 
message such should impart to fellow 
humans. The letters in response to my 
article suggest that greater awareness is 
needed of the very real difficulties faced by 
those with MCS responses. This is a good 
beginning, one Friends recognize as an issue 
of accessibility of disabled individuals to our 
society's resources. What has not been 
clearly seen is that those suffering MCS 
reactions are not a unique population: all 
are in danger of chemical injury. As those of 
us with the MCS response can testifY from 
our own experiences, there are many 
different disease and degenerative results of 
chemical poisoning. A quickened response 
to toxic chemicals is not, by far, the most 
damaging result. Individual chemical 
injuries vary according to many factors 
including types of chemicals, length and 
degree of exposure, and prior bodily 
condition. What is common ground for all 
life on our planer is that the unnatural 
chemical compounds newly released into 
our environment are highly life-
destructive. Awareness of danger is not the 
problem we face, together. If we do not 
address the root causes of MCS, we will all 
be denied accessibility-to physical existence 
on this planet. 

Alicia Adams 
Mimbres, N.Mex. 
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Classified 
For Information call (215) 563-8629. 
Fax (215) 568-1377. 
E-mail: adsales@frlendsjournal.org 

Classified rates 75¢ per word. Minimum charge is $20. 
Logo is additional $18. Add 10% if boxed. tO% 
discount for three consecutive insertions, 25% for six. 
Appearance of any advertisement does not 
imply endorsement by Friends Journal. 

Classified Ad Deadlines: 
December issue: October 13 
January issue: November 10 

Submit your ad to: 
Advertising Manager, Friends Journal 
1216 Arch Street, 2A 
Philadelphia, PA 19107·2835 
(215) 563-8629 

Accommodations 
Traveling West? Visit the Ben Lomond Quaker Center. 
Personal retreats and our annual schedule of Quaker pro· 
grams. Among the redwoods, near Santa Cruz, Calif. (831) 
336·8333. <http://www.quakercenter.org>. 

Alaska: B&B cabins in woodsy setting near: Fairbanks, 
fishing, canoeing, hiking, hot springs. Reservations: (907) 
488·8074. Brochure available: Earthtone Huskies B&BIDog 
Tours, 5232 Kanuti Road, Fairbanks, AK 99712. 

Florida Apartment-Location: Ft. Myers. Features: Par 3 
golf course; tennis; 2 pools. Monthly rate May-{)ct. US$917/ 
month, Nov.-Apr. US$2,207/month. <WWW.webnow.com/ 
Floridacondo>. 

When you are in Southern Oregon, Anne Hathaway's 
Cottage in Ashland is a convenient, Friendly place to stay. 
(800) 643·4434. 

William Penn House, Washington, D.C. Quaker Seminars, 
youth programs, bed and breakfast. Five blocks from the 
Capitol, Supreme Court and near Smithsonian museums. 
Shared accommodations for individuals and groups. Gays, 
lesbians, and people of color are welcome. 515 East Capitol 
Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003, (202) 543·5560, fax 
(202) 543·3814, <director @wmpennhouse.org>, <WWW 
.Quaker.org/penn·house>. 

Looking for a creative living alternative in New York 
City? Penington Friends House may be the place for you! 
We are looking for people of all ages who want to make a 
serious commitment to a community lifestyle based on 
Quaker principles. For information call (212) 673-1730. We 
also have overnight accommodations. 

Beacon Hill Friends House: Quaker-sponsored residence 
of 19 interested in community living, spiritual growth, peace, 
and social concerns. All faiths weloome. For information, 
application: BHFH, 6 Chestnut Street, Boston, MA 02108· 
3624. (617) 227·9118. Overnight and short-term accommo­
dations also available. <directors@bhfh.org>; <WWW.bhfh 
.org>. 

Santa Fa-Simply charming adobe guest apartment at our 
historic meetinghouse. Fireplace, bath, kitchenette, very 
convenient to downtown and galleries, as well as our Iran· 
quit garden. One night-one month stays, affordable . Call 
(505) 983·7241 . 

An oasis of calm In the heart of London? Yes, at the 
Quaker International Centre, where short·, medium·, and 
longer-term accommodation is available, as well as confer· 
ence facilities. Excellent homemade food. For further infor· 
mation contact telephone: +44 (207) 387 ·5648, fax: +44 (207) 
383·3722, or write to: 1 Byng Place, London wet E 7JH. 

Pittsburgh-Well located, affordable, third-floor (walkup) 
guest rooms with shared bath. Single or double occupancy. 
Kitchen available. Contact: House Manager, Friends Meet· 
inghouse, 4836 Ellsworth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213. 
Telephone: (412) 683·2669. 

Coming to London? Friendly B&B just a block from the 
British Museum and very close to London University. A central 
location for all tourist activities. Ideal for persons traveling 
alone. Direct subway and bus links with Heathrow Airport. 
The Penn Club, 21 Bedford Place, London WC1B SJJ. 
Telephone: +44 (207) 836-4718. Fax: +44 (207) 636-5516. 
<WWW.pennclub.co.uk>. 

Chicago-Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends meetinghouse. Short· or long-term. Contact: Sofia 
Community, Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60637. (773) 288·3066. 

Accommodations Sought 
Retired Quaker professional couple seeks house siV 
sublet in or near Rockville, Md., over holidays or midwinter. 
Walking distance to Metro. Call (208) 255-5227 or e-mail: 
< rkwgo@aya.yale.edu>. 
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Books and Publications 

Pastoral Care Ntwslnru_ 

Quarterly newsletter provides insight and guidance on 
topics vital to care and nurture in unprogrammed Friends 
meetings. Reprints from PCN appear in this issue of Friends 
Journal. Sample copy and subscription lnfonnation: PCN, 
1515 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102 or <Steveg 
@pym.org >. 

Friends Bulletin, magazine of Western U.S. Quakers, sub· 
scription $16. Sample copies free. A Western Quaker Reader. 
$20. Pamphlet "Islam from a Quaker Perspective": $4 (in· 
eluding postage). Friends Bulletin, 3223 Danaha Street, 
Torrance, CA 90505. <Westemquaker.nel.> <friendsbul@aol 
.com>. 

Become a Published Author. 80-year tradition of quality 
book publishing, promotion, distribution. Author's Guide to 
subsidy book publishing. (800) 695·9599 

" Jailed for Justice: A Woman's Guide to Federal Prison 
Camp" by SOA prisoner of conscience Clare Hanrahan. 
$12 postpaid. Box 7641, Asheville, NC 28802; <chanrahan 
@ncpress.nel>. 

You're in good company with Friends United Press 
authors, including Douglas Steere, Howard Thurman, 
Daisy Newman, John Punshon, Tom Mullen, Doug Gwyn, 
Louise Wilson, Wil Cooper, T . Canby Jones, D. Elton 
Trueblood-and, of course, George Fox, John Woolman, 
and William Penn. Inspiration, humor, fiction, and history 
that take you to the roots of Quaker beginnings, belief, 
and beyond. Write 1 01·A Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, IN 
47374 for a free catalog or call (800) 537·8839. 
<www.fum.o rg>. 

Quaker Books : Rare and out-of-print journals, history, 
religion, inspirational. Contact us for specific books or 
topics. Vintage Books, 181 Hayden Rowe Street, 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. (508) 435·3499. E-mail us at 
<vintage@gis.nel>. 

For Sale 

FWCC's Peace Conference Live! Recordings of all 
plenary sessions at Guilford College now available at $30 
including postage for set of 5 CDs. Ideal for study groups 
on Friends' responses to global war and terrorism. 
Available from Friends Worfd Committee for Consulta· 
lion, 1506 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102. (215) 
241-7250. <Americas@quaker.org>. 

Peace Fleece yarns & batting In 35 colors; kits, buttons, 
needles. Sample card $3.00. Yam Shop on the Farm, 1235 
Red Run Road, Stevens (Lane. Co.) PA 17578. (717) 336-
5880. 

Note cards with a Friendly f lavor. Quaker quotes and 
inspirational sayings; colorful original illustrations. $10.001 
pack of six, recycled paper and envelopes. Holly Coia De· 
sign Studio, 220 Wolfsburg Road, Bedford, PA 15522, 
<hgcoia@earthlink.nel>. 

Opportunities 

Friends Center with unprogrammed Christian Ori-
entation, Barnesville, Ohio, offers quiet welcoming space 
for personal retreats with optional spiritual consultation. 
Weekend group retreats also offered. October 24-26 
The Clay of Our Manhood with Tom Swain; November 
14-16 Language for the Inward Landscape with Bill 
Taber; March 12-14 " You Are My Friends" with Susan 
Smith; April 23-25 The Good News of Isaiah with James 
Healton; May 7-9 Christ In the Meeting with John 
Punshon. Write Bill Taber, 61357 Sandy Ridge Road, 
Barnesville, OH 43713, or call (740) 425·1248 or e-mail 
<billfran @zippytech.com>. 

Woolman Hill 
New England Quaker Center 

Upcoming Events: 
November 14-16: " Unplugging the Christmas Ma-
chine," with Allison Randall 
November 27: Thanksgiving Gathering 
December 20: Solstice Celebration 
Dec. 3ChJan. 1: "Year End Silent Retreat," with Marion 
Athearn 
February 7-9: " What Would Gandhi Do?'' with Joanne 
Sheehan and John Humphries 
For more information: Woolman Hill, 107 Keels Road, 
Deerfield, MA 01342, (413) 774·3431, <WWW. woolmanhill 
. org>. 

Upcoming Conferences at Pendle Hill: 
October and November 

October 19-24: Food that Nouri shes Body and Spirit: 
Cooking at Pendle Hill, led by Carol Sciarra 
October 24-26: Inquirers' Weekend: Basic Quaker-
ism, led by Max Carter and Liz Baltaro 
October 26-31 : Visions that Scatter i n a Whirlwind: 
The Poetry of Octavlo Paz, led by Aurora Camacho de 
Schmidt 
October 31-November 2: John Woolman and "The 
Tendering Presence," led by Mike Heller 
October 31- November 2: Photography as a Doorway 
to Spirit, ted by Beth Kingsley Hawkins 
November 2-7: Some Meditative Poems, led by Paul 
Lacey 
November 9-14: The Ministry of Writing for Publica-
tlon, led by Tom Mullen 
November 14-16: Clerking: Serving the Community 
with Joy and Confidence , led by Arthur Larrabee 
November 16-21 : Nonvio lence In Personal and Politi-
cal Life, led by Dan Snyder 
November 21- 23: Song and Silence: A Weekend with 
the Celtic Saints, led by Frank A. Mills 
For more information, contact: Pendle Hill, 336 Plush 
Mill Road, Wallingford, PA 19086·6099, (800) 742·3150, 
extension 142, <WWW.pendlehill.org>. 

Quaker Study Tour Bolivia. Visit Aymara Indian Quak· 
ers and rural development projects of Quaker Bolivia 
Link. Plus week in Peru: Lake Titicaca, Cusco, Machu 
Picchu. Aprii 13-May 4, 2004. $2,550 from Miami. Bar-
bara Flynn (707) 823-8034. <bflyn@mindspring.com>, 
web: <WWW.TreasuresoftheAndes.com>. 

Sexualtty.Quaker.o rg 
Check out our website for Friends seeking a Quaker ap­
proach to sexuality in today's world. Includes relevant 
meeting minutes; Faith and Practice excerpts; Queries & 
Advices; bibliographies. Focus: Integrating spirituality and 
sexuality. 

To consider mountain view retirement property, near a 
Friends center, visit <arizonafriends.com> or write Roy Joe 
and Ruth Stuckey, 1182 Hornbeam Road, Sabina, OH 45169. 

Quaker House Ann Arbor has periodic openings in a six· 
person intentional community based on Friends principles. 
(734) 761-7435. <quakerhouse@umich.edu>. <www.ic.org 
.qhaa> 

WAR IS NOT r't FL~ 
THE ANSWER Ul '-' l 

FC NL.O RG 

Free Bumper Sticker. Call (800) 630-1330 or see­
<www.fcnl.org>. 
Friends Committee on National Legislation 

Costa Rica Study Tours: Visit the Quaker community in 
Monteverde. For information and a brochure contact Sarah 
Stuckey: 01 1 (506) 645-5436; write: Apdo. 46·5655, Monte­
verde, Costa Rica; e-mail:<crstudy@racsa.co.cr>; <WWW 
.crstudytours.com>, or call in the USA (520) 364-6694. 

Quaker Writers and Artists! 
Quakers used to shun the arts-but no more! Join the 
Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts; get our exciting, infor· 
mative newsletter, "Types & Shadows"; keep up with 
other artistic Friends around the country; and help create 
a new chapter in Quaker history. Membership: $24/yr. 
FQA, P.O. Box 58565, Philadelphia, PA 19102 . e-mail: 
<fqa@quaker.org>. Web: <www.quaker.org/fqa>. 

Do you care about the future 
of the Religious Society of Friends? 

A deferred gift with Friends General Conference (be· 
quest, charitable gift annuity, trust) will nurture a vital 
Religious Society of Friends. 

For information, please contact Michael 
Wajda at FGC, 1216 Arch Street, 2-B, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107; (215) 561-1700; 
<michaelw@fgcquaker.org>. 

Personals 

Concerned Otngkj_ 
Concerned Singles links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about peace, social justice, racism, 
gender equity , e nvironment. Nationwide. All ages. 
StraighVGay. Since 1984. Free sample: Box 444-FJ, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242; (413) 445-6309; <http://www 
.concemedsingtes.com> . 
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Single Booklovers, a national group, has been getting 
unattached booklovers together since 1970. Please write 
Box 117, Gradyville, PA 19039, or call (610) 358-5049. 

Positions Vacant 

HAVERFORD 
Assistant Professor of Biology 

Haverford College 
Haverford College seeks an outstanding individual for 
a new tenure-track position in Molecular and Cellular 
Evolution to begin fall 2004. The successful candidate 
will contribute to a vibrant curriculum and receive teach­
ing credit for maintaining an active research program 
engaging undergraduate students. Interest in developing 
interdisciplinary programs as well as contributing to 
courses in statistics and/or computer science is wel­
comed. At least two years of postdoctoral research expe­
rience required. 
Send letter of application, c.v., statements of research 
plans and teaching interests, and three current letters of 
reference by October 15, 2003, to: Annette Barone, 
search secretary, Haverford College, 370 Lancaster Av­
enue, Haverford, PA 19041-1392. Questions to Kart 
Johnson, Dept. Chair (<kjohnson@haverford.edu>). 
Haverford College (<http://www.haverford.edu>) is an 
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer and, to 
diversify its faculty and enrich its curriculum, women and 
minority candidates are especially enccuraged to appfy. 

I 
Dean of Pendle Hill 

Pendle Hill invites applications for the position of 
Dean, to start In spring 2004. The Dean has overall 
responsibility for the administrative, spiritual, and fi­
nancial health of Pendle Hill's educational programs, 

especially the resident program. 
Qualifications: 
1. Seasoned Quaker with deep sensitivity to Quaker pro­

cess and strong relationship skills. 
2. Evidence of past leadership in a religious or educational 

community and skill at consensus-building. 
3. Experience in financial and curriculum management. 
4. Ability to live on campus and be an active part of the 

community. 
5. An advanced degree in a relevant area is desirable but 

not necessary. 
Information about Pendle Hill is available at <WWW.pendlehill 
.org>. 
Contact the Dean Search Committee at Pendle Hill (338 
Plush Mill Road, Wallingford, PA 19086-6099) or at 
<bscott@pendlehill.org> for a full job description and appli­
cation materials. Application deadline is October 3. This is a 
residential position and compensation includes private hous­
ing. Pendle Hill is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Interns: 9-12 month commitment. Assist with hospitality 
and seminar planning at William Penn House. Room and 
board with small stipend. Applications from gays, lesbians, 
and people of color are welcome. 5 blocks from the Capijol, 
Supreme Court, and near the Sm~hsonian Museums. 515 
East Capitol Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003, (202) 543-
5560, fax: (202) 543-3814, <director@wmpennhouse.org>, 
<www.Quaker.org/penn-house>. 

Rentals & Retreats 
3 bedroom, 1 and 1/2 bath, charming cottage for rent on 
Chincoteague Island In Va. Has all amenities and sleeps 
up to 13. On quiet street with view of bay. Perfect for 
contemplative retreats or fun gatherings. Call (804) 262-
6660 for more information. 

Bald Head Island, N.C. Panoramic view of ocean, dunes, 
lagoon, and golf course from four-bedroom, two-bath­
room, beautifully furnished house with wraparound deck, 
two electric golf carts. 14 miles of beach, championship 
golf, tennis, croquet, swimming, and fishing. 13,000 acres 
of maritime wilderness. Many birds and wildflowers. No 
cars on island. Peaceful, friendly. Rental by day or week. 
(215) 699-9186. 

Honeymoon Hideaway 
New stone cottage on 1000' elevation: ocean view, tile 
bath, kitchen, private garage & driveway, outdoor lanai 
and fireplace, pizza oven, laundry, and sundeck. $95 per 
day. Call or write for special rates: Henrietta and Wm. 
Vitarelli, 375 Kawelo Road, Haiku, Hl 96708. Telephone: 
(808) 572-9205. Fax: (808) 572-6048. 

Chincoteague Island, Va. Off-Season (before 6/15 o r after 
9/3): Two adjacent, fully equipped vacation homes; sleep 8 
or 1 0. Walk to town, bike to Assateague Island National 
Seashore, birdwatch anywhere. Polite pets permitted. Weekly 
rates $420, $490 respectively; weekend costs half. (703) 
448-8678 or <markvanraden@yahoo.com>. 
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Cuernavaca, Mexico: Families, friends, study groups 
enjoy this beaut~ul Mexican house. Mexican family staff 
provide excellent food and care. Six twin bedrooms, w1th 
bath and own entrance. Large living and dining room, long 
terrace with dining area and mountain and volcano views. 
Large garden and heated pool. Close to historic center 
and transportation. Call Edith Nicholson (011) 52-777-
3180383, or Joe Nicholson, (502) 894-9720. 

Seeking quiet? Healing? Deeper prayer? Study time? 
Individual retreat facilities. $30/day room, board, and gUid­
ance ~ desired. Beautiful mountain views, hiking trails. Fa~h 
based and interfaith. East Mountain Retreat Center, Lois 
Rose-Director (UCC minister and lgnatian spiritual direc­
tor). 8 Lake Buel Road, Great Barrington, MA 01230-1450. 
P/F-(413) 528-6617. Website: <www.eastretreat.org>. 

Cape May, N.J . Beach House-weekly rentals; weekend 
rentals in off-season. Sleeps 12+. Great for family re­
unions! Block from beach. Close to mall. Ocean views 
from wraparound porch. Call: (718) 398-3561. 

Pocono Manor. Beautiful, rustic mountain house suitable 
for gatherings, retreats, and reunions. Seven bedrooms. 
Three full baths. Beds for 15. Fully equipped. Deck with 
mountain view. Hiking trails from back door. Weekends or 
by the week, April through October. Contact Jonathan Smpes: 
(215) 880-1231. 

Retirement Living 
Friends House, a Quaker-sponsored retirement commu­
nity in Santa Rosa, California, offers one- and two-bedroom 
garden apartments or more spacious three-bedroom, two­
bath homes for independent living. Immediate occupancy 
may be available. An assisted-living home, a skilled nursing 
facility, and adult day care services are also available on 
campus. Friends House is situated one hour north of San 
Francisco with convenient access to the Pacific coast, red­
wood forests, cultural events, medical services, and shop­
ping. Friends House, 684 Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 
95409 (707) 538-0152 <www friendshouse org> 

I 
Friends Homes, Inc., founded by North Caro­
lina Yearly Meeting of the Society of 
Friends, has been providing retirement op 
lions since 1968. Both Friends Homes at 

__ Guilford and Friends Homes West are fee-for· 
service, continuing care retirement communi 

ties offering independent living, assisted living, and 
skilled nursing care. Located in Greensboro, North Caro­
lina, both communities are close to Guilford College and 
several Friends meetings. Enjoy the beauty of four sea­
sons, as well as outstanding cu~ural, intellectual, and 
spiritual opportunities in an area where Quaker roots run 
deep. For information please call: (336) 292-9952, or 
write: Friends Homes West, 6100 W. Friendly Avenue, 
Greensboro, NC 27410. Friends Homes, Inc. owns and 
operates communities dedicated to the letter and spirit of 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 

SERVICES FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

Kendal communities and services reflect sound man­
agement, adherence to Quaker values, and respect for 
each individual. 
Continuing care retirement communities: 
Kendal at Longwood; Crosslands • Kennett Square, Pa. 
Kendal at Hanover • Hanover, N.H. 
Kendal at Oberlin • Oberlin, Ohio 
Kendal at Ithaca • Ithaca, N.Y. 
Kendal at Lexington • Lexington, Va. 
Communities under development: 
Kendal on Hudson • Sleepy Hollow, N.Y. 
Kendal at Granville • Granville, Ohio 
Independent living with residential services: 
Coniston and Cartmel • Kennett Square, Pa. 
Nursing care, residential and assisted living: 
Barclay Friends • West Chester, Pa. 
Advocacy/education programs: 
Untie the Elderly • Pa. Restraint Reduction Initiative 
Kendal Corporation Internships 
For Information, call or write: Doris Lambert, The Kendal 
Corporation, P.O. Box 100, Kennett Square, PA 19348. 
(610) 388·5581. E-mail: <info@kcorp.kendal.org>. 

Walton Retirement Home, a nonprofit m1mstry of Oh1o 
Yearfy Meeting since 1944, offers an ideal place for retire­
ment. Both assisted living and independent living facilities 
are available. For further information, please call Nirmal or 
Diana Kaul at (740) 425-2344, or write to Walton Retirement 
Home, 1254 East Main Street, Bamesville, OH 4371 3. 

Foxdale Village, for Quaker-directed life care. A vibrant and 
car ing community that encourages and supports 
men and women as they seek to live life fully and gracefully 
in harmony with the principles of simplicity, diversity, equal· 
ity, mutual respect, compassion, and personal involvement. 
Spacious ground-floor apartments and commumty amem­
ties such as library, auditorium, wood shop, computer lab. 
CCAC Accredited. Reasonable fees include medical care. 
500 East Marylyn Avenue, Department F, State College, PA 
16801-6269. For more information, call Lenna Gill at (800) 
253-4951 . <WWW.foxdalevillage.org>. 

Schools 
The Woolman Semester at Sierra Friends Center offers a 
Quaker educational opportunity in a one semester high 
school experience emphasizing Quaker Testimonies: 
Peace, Justice, Sustainability & Service; rigorous college 
preparatory courses and sim~le living in c~mmunity. Unique 
highlight to a student's portfolio. Scholarships avatlable. See 
<www.woolman.org> and contact Kathy Runyan at (530) 
273-3183. 

Junior high boarding school for grades 7, 8, 9. Small 
academic classes, challenging outdoor experiences, com­
munity service, consensus decision making, daily work 
projects in a small, caring, community environment. Arthur 
Morgan School, 60 AMS Circle, Burnsville, NC 28714. 
(828) 675·4262. 

Lansdowne Friends School-a small Friends school for 
boys and girts three years_ of age throu(!h sixth grade, rooted 
in Quaker values. We provide children With a quality academiC 
and a developmentally appropriate program in a nurturing 
environment. Whole language, thematic education, conflict 
resolution, Spanish, after-school care, summer program. 
110 N. Lansdowne Avenue, Lansdowne, PA 19050. (610) 
623-2548. 

The Quaker School at Horsham, a value-centered el­
ementary and middle school for students with teaming dif­
ferences. Small, remedial classes, qualified staff, serv~ng 
Philadelphia, Bucks, and Montgomery Counties. 318 Meet· 
ing House Road, Horsham, PA 19044. (215) 674-2875. 

United Friends School: coed; preschool-s; emphasizing 
integrated, developmentally appropriate curriculum, includ­
ing whole language and manipulative math; servmg upper 
Bucks County. 20 South 1Oth Street, Quakertown, PA 18951. 
(215) 538·1733. 

Frankford Friends School: coed, Pre-K to grade 8; serving 
center city, Northeast, and most areas of Philadel~hia. We 
provide children with an affordable yet challengtng aca­
demic program in a small, nurturing environment. Frankford 
Friends School, 1500 Orthodox Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19124. {215) 533·5368. 

Come visit Olney Friends School on your cross-country 
travels six miles south of 1-70 in the green hills of eastern 
Ohio. A residential high school and farm, next to Stillwater 
Meetinghouse, Olney is college preparation buiH around 
truthful thinking, inward listening, loving community, and 
useful work. 61830 Sandy Ridge Road, Bamesville, OH 
43713. (740) 425-3655. 

Stratford Friends School provides a strong academic pro­
gram in a warm, supportive, ungraded setting for children 
ages 5 to 13 who learn differently. Small classes and an 
enriched curriculum answer the needs of the whole child. An 
at-risk program for five-year-olds is available. The school 
also offers an extended day program, tutonng, and summer 
school. Information: Stratford Friends School, 5 Llandillo 
Road, Havertown, PA 19083. (610) 446·3144. 

Sandy Spring Friends School. Five- or seven-day board· 
ing option for grades 9-12. Day school pre-K through 12. 
College preparatory, upper school AP courses. Strong a rts 
and academics, visual and performing arts, and team ath· 
letic programs. Coed. Approximately 480 students. 140-
acre campus less than an hour from Washington, D.C., and 
Baltimore, Md. International programs. lncorporattng tr~dl­
tional Quaker values. 16923 Norwood Road, Sandy Spnng, 
MD 20860. (301) 774-7455, ext. 158. <www.ssfs.org>. 

Services Offered 
Writing, Editing, Research. Informational and promotional 
materials for individuals, companies, nonprof1t organiza­
tions. Brochures, newsletters, reports, grant proposals. 
Quaker freelance writer with special experience in human 
services. Rebecca McBride, (518) 392-9718; <Rmcbride 
@taconic.net>; <WWW.rebeccamcbride.nel>. 

We are a fellowship, Friends mostly, seeking to enrich and 
expand our spiritual experience. We seek to obey the prompt­
ings of the Spirit, however named. We meet, publish, corre­
spond. Inquiries welcome ! Write Quaker Universalist Fel­
lowship, 121 Watson Mill Road, Landenberg, PA 19350-
9344. 

Moving to North Carolina? Maybe David Brown, a Quaker 
real estate broker, can help. Contact him at 1208 Pinewood 
Dr. , Greensboro, NC 27410. (336) 294-2095. 
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Custom Marriage Certificates, and other traditional or 
decorated ~ocuments. Various calligraphic styles and wa­
tercolordestgns avatlable. Over ten years' experience. Pam 
Bennett, P. 0. Box 136, Uwchlan, PA 19480. (610) 458-
4255. <prb@stonehedgefunding.com>. 

fl
. Marriage Certificates 
• Calligraphy 
• Graphic Design 
• Note Cards 
• Illustration 

Ahimsa Graphics, 24 Cavanaugh Ct., Saunderstown, Rl 
02874. (401) 294-7769 or (888) 475-6219. 

~~
VIsit the Quaker 
Wedding Website 

0 (> Recently updated! 
~"" Photos of illustrated 

~lG and calligraphed 
-) Wedding Certificates 

www.QuakerWedding.com realisti?~ IIY hand-. 
drawn tn colored tnks. 

Ketubahs, gay celebrations of commitment and non-Quaker 
examples. Ideas, and easy online form for fast estimates. 
E-mail Jennifer Snow Wolff, a birthright Friend, for sample 
vows. <snowolff@att.net>. We don't spam. Allow one month 
for Finished Artwork. 

H FREEMAN 
1

501 East Main Street 
• Centerville, IN 47330 

765-939-6910 
ASSOC/A TES, LLC HFreeAssoctlao/.com 

Consulting services for educational institutions and 
nonprofit o~anizations. Fu~drais.ing. Capital campaigns. 
Planned gwtng. Recent chants tnclude liberal arts col­
leges, seminaries, independent schools, social service 
agencies, Pendle Hill, FGC, and many other Friends 
organizations. 

Celo Valley Books: Personal attention to all phases of book 
production (25 to 5,000 copies). Typing, editing, layout, final 
delwery. Free brochure. 160 Ohle Road, Burnsville, NC 28714. 

Summer Camps 
Journey's End Farm Camp 

is a farm devoted to children for sessions of two or three 
weeks each summer. Farm animals, gardening, nature, 
ceramtcs, shop. 
Nonviolence, simplicity, revere.nce for nature are empha­
SIZed tn our program centered tn the life of a Quaker farm 
family. For 32 boys and girls, 7-12 years. Welcome all 
races. Apply early. Carl and Kristin Curtis, RR 1 Box 136, 
Newfoundland, PA 18445. Telephone: (570) 689-3911. 
Financial aid available. 

Summer Rentals 
Provenc e , France. Beautiful secluded stone 
house, village near Avignon, 3 BR (sleeps 5-6), kitchen/ 
dining room, spacious living room, modem bathroom. 
Terrace, courtyard, view of medieval castle. Separate 
second house sleeps 4. Both available year-round $1 ,2oo-
2,900/mo. <WWW.rent-in-provence.com>. Marc Simon, 
rue Oume, 30290 Saint Victor, France, <msimon 
@wanadoo.fr>; or J. Simon, 124 Bondcroft , Buffalo, NY 
14226, (716) 836-8698. 

Do you have 
something you want to 
promote? 

Advertise 
here! fRIENDLY 

FLAUTIST 
,-------l -FOR HIRE -

Place an ad 
in FRIENDS 

jOURNAL 

All OCCASIONS 

It's a good way to reach people who 
share your interests and concerns. 
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Meetings 
A partial listing of Friends meetings in the 
United States and abroad. 
c!>=Handicapped Accessible 
MEETING NOTICE RATES: $15 per line 
per year. $20 minimum. Payable a year in 
advance. No discount. Changes: $10 each. 
Notice: A small number of meetings have 
been removed from this listing owin9 to diffi­
culty In reaching them for updated Informa­
tion and billing purposes. If your meeting has 
been removed and wishes to continue to be 
listed, please contact us at 1216 Arch Street, 
Ste. 2A, Philadelphia, PA 19107. Please ac­
cept our apologies for any Inconvenience. 

AUSTRALIA 
All Australian meetings for worship are listed on the 
Australian Quaker Home Page (www.quakers.org.au) . 
Meetinghouses in Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, and 
Perth offer overnight accommodation. Further details from 
Yearly Meeting Secretary (<quaker@netspace.net.au>), or 
phone + 61 (0) 3 98278644. 

BOTSWANA 
GABORONE-phonelfax (267) 394-7147, <gudrun@info.bw>. 

CANADA 
OTTAWA-Worship and First-day school10:30 a.m. 
91A Fourth Ave. (613) 232-9923. 
TORONTO, ONT ARlO-Worship and First-day school 11 
a.m. 60 Lowther Ave. (north from cor. Bloor and Bedford). 
WOLFVILLE MM, NOVA SCOTIA-(902) 679-3743. 

COSTA RICA 
MONTEVERDE·Phone 645-5207 or 645-5036. 
SAN JOSE-Unprogrammed meeting, 11 a.m. Sunday at 
The Friends Peace Center/Guest Hostel, (506) 233-6168. 
<www.amigosparalapaz.org>. 

GHANA 
ACCRA-Unprogrammed meeting 10 a.m. Sundays. Hill 
House near Animal Research Institute, Achimota Golf 
Area. Phone: (233 21) 230 369. 

NICARAGUA 
MANAGUA-Unprogrammed worship, 10 a.m. Sundays, 
El Centro de los Amigos, APTOO 5391, Managua, 
Ntcaragua.lnfo: (727) 821-2428 or (011) 505-266-()984. 

UNITED STATES 
Alabama 
AUBURN-Unprogrammed meeting, Sundays 9 a.m. Room 
205, 132 N. Gay St. Phone: (334) 887-9688 or 826-6645. 
BIRMINGHAM-Unprogrammed meeting. 10a.m. 
Sundays. 4413 5th Ave. S., Birmingham, AL 35222. (205) 
592-0570. 
FAIRHOPE-Unprogrammed meeting 10 a.m. Sundays at 
Friends Meetinghouse, 9261 Fairhope Ave. Write: P.O. 
Box 319, Fairhope, AL 36533. (251) 928-0982. 
HUNTSVILLE-Unprogrammed meeting 10 a.m. Sundays 
in various homes. Call (205) 837-6327 or write P.O. Box 
3530, Huntsville, AL 35810. 

Alaska 
ANCHORAGE-Call for time and directions. (907) 566-
0700. 
FAIRBANKS-Unprogrammed, First Day, 10 a.m. Hidden 
Hill Friends Center, 2682 Gold Hill Rd. Phone: 479-3796. 
JUNEAU-Unprogrammed, 10 a.m. Sunday. 750 St. Anns 
St., Douglas, Alaska 99824. Phone: (907) 586-4409. 

Arizona 
FLAGSTAFF..tJnprogrammed meeting and First-day 
school10 a.m. 402 S. Beaver, 86001. 
McNEAL..Cochise Friends worship group at Friends 
Southwest Center, Hwy 191. m.p. 16.5. Worship 11 a.m. 
Phone: (520) 642-9274 or (520) 642-1519. 
PHOENIX-Worship and First-day school1 0 a.m. 1702 E. 
Glendale, Phoenix, 85020. 943-5831 or 955-1878. 
TEMPE-Unprogrammed worship and First-day school 
10 a.m. 318 East 15th Street, 85281. Phone: 968-3968. 
TUCSON-Pima Friends Meeting (unprogrammed). First· 
day school and worship 8:15 and 10 a.m. and Wednesday 
at 11 a.m. 931 N. 5th Ave., 85705-7723. Information: (520) 
323-2208. 

Arkansas 
CADDO-(Ark., La., Okla., Tex.). Unprogrammed. Call 
(Hope, Ark.) (870) 777-1809, (Mena, Ark.) (479) 394-61 35. 
FAYETTEVILLE-Unprogrammed. (501) 521-8657 or 267-
5822. 

LITTLE ROCK-Unprogrammed meeting, discussion 
10 a.m., worship at 11 a.m. at 3415 West Markham. 
Phone: (501) 664-7223. 

California 
ARCATA-11 a.m. 1920 Zehndner. (707) 677~61. 

BERKELEY-Unprogrammed meeting. Worship 11 a.m., 
2151 Vine St. at Walnut. (510) 843-9725. 
BERKELEY-Strawberry Creek, P.O. Box 5065, (510) 524-
9186. Unprogrammed worship and First-day school10 
a.m. At Berkeley Memative High School, Martin Luther 
King Jr. Way and Derby Street, Berkeley. 
CHICQ-9:4&-10:15 a.m. singing; 10:30 a.m. 
unprogrammed worship, children's classes. Hemlock and 
14th Street. (530) 895-2135. 
6. CLAREMONT-Worship 9:30a.m. Classes for children. 
727 W. Harrison Ave., Claremont. 
DAV15-Meeting for worship First Days 9:45 a.m. 
345 L St. Visitors call (530) 758·8492. 
FRESNO-Unprogrammed meeting. Sunday 1 0 a.m. 2219 
San Joaquin Ave., Fresno, CA 93721. (559) 237-4102. 
GRASS VALLEY ·Meeting for worship 9:45 a.m., 
discussion/sharing 11 a .m. Sierra Friends Center campus, 
13075 Woolman Ln. Phone: (530) 265-3164. 
LA JOLLA-Meeting 10 a.m. 7380 Eads Ave. Visitors call 
(858) 456-1020. 
MARIN COUNTY-10 a.m. Falkirk Cultural Center, 1408 
Mission Ave. atE St., San Rafael, Calif. (415) 435-5755. 
MARLOMA LONG BEACH-10 a.m. Orizaba at Spaulding. 
(310) 514-1730. 
MENDOCINo-Worship 10 a .m. at Caspar Shul, halfway 
between Mendocino and Ft. Bragg. (707) 937-<>200. 
MONTEREY PENINSULA-Friends meeting for worship, 
Sundays, 10 a.m. Call (408) 649-8615. 
OJAI-Unprogrammed worship. First Day 10 a.m. For 
meeting place, call Quaker Dial-a-Thought (605) 646-
0939, or may be read and heard on <http:// 
home.earthlink.neV-vals/OjaiFriends/OjaiFriends.html>. 
ORANGE COUNTY-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. 11 7 W. 
4th St., Ste. 200, Santa Ana, CA 92701-4610. (714) 836-
6355. 
PALO ALTO-Meeting for worship and First-day classes for 
children 10:30 a.m. 957 Colorado. (650) 856-0744. 
PASADENA-Orange Grove Monthly Meeting, 520 E. 
Orange Grove Blvd. First-day school10 a.m., meeting for 
worship 11 a.m. Phone: (626) 792-6223. 
REDLANDS-RIVERSIDE-SAN BERNARDINO-Inland 
Valley Friends Meeting. 10 a.m. 4061 Mission Inn Ave., 
Riverside. (909) 782-8680 or (909) 682-5364. 
SACRAMENTO-Meeting 10 a.m. 890-57th Street. Phone: 
(916) 457-3998. 
SAN DIEGo-Unprogrammed worship, First Days, 
10:30 a.m. 3850 Westgate Place. (619) 687-5474. 
SAN FRANCISCQ-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school, 11 a.m., Sundays. 65 9th S1reet. (415) 431-7440. 
SAN JOSE-Worship and First-day School10 a.m. 
Discussion 11:30 a.m. 1041 Morse St. (408) 246-0524. 
SAN LUIS OBISPO..Call: (805) 528-1249. 
SANTA BARBARA-Waldorf School, 2300 Garden St., 10 
a.m. children's program and childcare. P.O. Box 40120, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93140-4012. Phone: (805) 965-0906. 
SANTA CRUZ-Meeting 10:30 a.m., 225 Rooney St., 
Santa Cruz, CA 95065. 
SANTA MONICA-meeting for worship and First-day 
school 10 a.m. 1440 Harvard St. Phone: (31 0) 828-4069. 
6. SANTA ROSA-Redwood Forest Meeting. Worship 10 
a.m. 1647 Guerneville Rd. Phone: (707) 578-3327. 
SEBASTOPOL-Apple Seed Mtg. Unprogrammed worship 
10 a.m. Garzot Bldg., Libby Park (cor. Valentine and 
Pleasant Hill Rd.). (707) 573-6075. 
STOCKTON-Delta Meeting, Unprogrammed, 10:30 a.m. 
2nd First Day, AFSC Center, 445 West Weber. For 
information, call (209) 478-8423. 
VISALIA-Worship 10:30 a.m. 17208 Ave. 296, Visalia. 
(559) 734-8275. 
WHITTIER·Whitleaf Monthly Meeting, Administration 
Building, comer Painter and Philadelphia. Worship 
9:30a.m. P.O. Box 122. Phone: 698-7538. 

Colorado 
BOULDER-Meeting for worship 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
Childcare available. First-day school1 0 a.m. Phone Mary 
Hey at (303) 442-3638. 
COLORADO SPRING5-Meeting Sunday at 10 a.m. at 
Pikes Peak Justice and Peace Comission, 29 S. Institute 
St., Colorado Springs, Colo. Tel: (719) 685-5548. 
Address: Colorado Springs Friends Meeting, P.O. Box 
2514, Colorado Springs, CO 80901-2514. 
DENVER-Mountain View Friends Meeting, 2280 South 
Columbine St. Worship and adult discussion 9 a.m. 
Worship and First-day school1 0:30 a.m. Westside 
worship at 363 S . Harlan, #200, Lakewood, 10 a.m. 
Phone: (303) 777-3799 or 235-0731. 
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DURANGO-Unprogrammed worship, First-day school, 
and adult discussion. 803 County Rd. 233. (970) 247-Q538 
or (970) 247-5597. Please call for times. 
FORT COLLINS-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10 a .m., 2222 W. Vine. (303) 491-9717. 

Connecticut 
HARTFORD-Meeting and First-day school tO a.m., 
discussion 11 a .m. 144 South Quaker Lane, West 
Hartford. Phone: 232-3631 . 
MIDDLETOWN-Worship and First-day school 10 a .m. 267 
William Street (2nd floor), Phone: (860) 663-3022. 
NEW HAVEN-Meeting and First-day school, Sundays, 
10:30 a.m. 225 East Grand Ave., New Haven, CT 06513. 
(203) 468-2398. 
NEW LONDON-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school t O a.m., discussion 11 a.m. Friends Meetinghouse, 
176 Oswegatchie Rd., off Niantic River Rd., Waterford, 
Conn. (860) 444-1288 or 442-7947. 
6. NEW MILFORD-Housatonic Meeting. Ate. 7 at 
Lanesville Rd. Worship 10 a.m. Phone: (860) 355-9330. 
STAMFORD-GREENWICH-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. 
572 Roxbury Rd. (comer of Westover), Stamford. (203) 
869-0445. 
STORRS-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. Comer North 
Eagleville and Hunting Lodge Ads. Phone: 429-4459. 
WILTON-Worship and First-day school 10 a.m. 
317 New Canaan Rd., Ate. 106. (203) 762-5669. 

Delaware 
CAMDEN-Worship 11 a.m., (10 a.m. in June, July, Aug.), 
First-day school 10 a.m., 2 mi. S of Dover, 122 E. 
Camden-Wyo Ave. (Ate. 10). 284-4745,698-3324. 
CENTRE-Meeting for worship 11 a.m. 1 mile east of 
Centreville on the Centre Meeting Rd. at Adams Dam Rd. 
HOCKESSIN-Worship 10:45 a.m. First-day school tO a.m. 
Sept.-May. Childcare provided year round. N.W. from 
Hockessin-Yorldyn Rd. at first crossroad, 1501 Old 
Wilmington Rd. (302) 239-2223. 
NEWARK-1(}-11 a.m. First-day school, 1(}-10:30 a .m. 
adult singing, 1 0:3(}-11 :30 a.m. worship. Newark Center 
for Creative Learning, 401 Phillips Ave. (302) 456-Q398. 
ODESSA-Worship, first and third Sundays, 11 a.m., W. 
Main Street. 
WILMINGTON-Worship and First-day school 10:30 a.m. 
4th and West Sts. Phone: 652-4491. 

District of Columbia 
WASHINGTON-Friends Meeting of Washington, 2111 
Florida Ave. NW (north of Dupont Circle Metro, near Conn. 
Ave.), (202) 483-3310. (www.quaker.org/fmw). 
Unprogrammed meetings for worship are regularly held at: 

MEETINGHOUSE-2111 Florida Ave. Worship at 9 a .m., 
10:30 a.m., and 6 p.m. Sundays, also 7 p.m. 
Wednesdays. First-day school at 10:50 a .m. 
QUAKER HOUSE-2121 Decatur Pl., next to 
meetinghouse. Worship at 10:30 a.m. w~h special 
welcome for Lesbians and Gays. 
FRIENDSHIP PREPARATIVE MEETING-at Sidwell 
Friends Upper School, 3825 Wisconsin Ave. NW, 
Kogod Arts Bldg. Worship at 11 a.m. First Days. 
CAPITOL HILL WORSHIP GROUP-at William Penn 
House, 515 E. Capitol St. SE, at 7:30a.m. seven days a 
week. 

Florida 
CLEARWATER-clerk: Priscilla Blanshard, 8333 Seminole 
Blvd. #439, Seminole, FL 33n2. (727) 786-6270. 
DA YTONA-0rmond Beach-Halifax Friends Meeting for 
Worship, 2"' and 4~ First Days at 10:30 a.m. 87 Bosarvey 
Dr., Ormond Beach. (386) en-6094, or (386) 445-4788. 
DELAND-Worship and First-day school 10:30 a.m. 
Unitarian Church, 820 N. Frankfort. Info: (386) 734-8914. 
FT. LAUDERDALE-Meeting 11 a.m. Information line (954) 
566-5000. 
FT. MYERS-Meeting at Calusa Nature Center, First Days 
at 10:30 a.m. Telephone: (239) 274-3313. 
FT. PIERCE-Stuart Area Worship Group, 10:30 a.m., Fall­
Spring. (772) 460-8920 or 692-2209. 
GAINESVILLE-Meeting and First-day school 11 a.m. 
1921 N.W. 2nd Ave. 462-3201 . 
JACKSONVILLE-Meeting for worship, First Days. For 
location and time phone (904) 768-3648. 
KEY WEST-Meeting for worship, First Day, 10 a.m. 618 
Grinnell St. Garden in rear. Phone: Barbara Jacobson 
(305) 296-2787. 
LAKE WALEs-Worship group, (863) 676-2199. 
LAKE WORTH-Palm Beach Meeting, 823 North A St. 
10:30 a.m. Phone: (561) 585-8060. 
MELBOURNE-It a.m. (321) 676-SOn. Call for location. 
<WWW.quakerscmm.org>. 
MIAMI-CORAL GABLES-Meeting and First-day School 
10:30 a.m. 1185 Sunset Dr. , (305) 661-7374. Clerk: Warren 
Hoskins, (305) 253·2635. Website: <miamifriends.org>. 
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OCALA-Meetinghouse: 1010 NE 44 Ave., 34470. (352) 
238-2839. Contact: Larry Clayton, 1906 NE 8 St., 34471. 
<larryclayton@geocities.com>. Worship Sundays 11 a.m. 
ORLANDO-Meeting and First-day school 9:30a.m. 
316 E. Marks St., Orlando, 32803. (407) 425·5125. 
ST. PETERSBURG-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school! 0:30a.m. 130 19th Ave. S.E. Phone: (727) 896-
0310. 
SARASOTA-Worship 10 a.m., discussion 11 a.m., 
Sudakoff Hall, New College. For directions, call (941) 358-
5759, or Fern Mayo, clerk, (941) 955-1974. 
TALLAHASSEE-2001 S. Magnolia Dr., 32301; hymn 
singing 10 a.m., worship 10:30 a.m.; weekly Bible study; 
midweek worship. (850) 878·3620 or 421-6111. 
TAMPA-Meeting and First-day school tO a.m. Life Center, 
6811 N. Central Ave. Phone contacts: (813) 854-2242 and 
977-4022. 
WINTER PARK-Meeting 10 a.m. Alumni House, Rollins 
College. Phone: (407) 894·8998. 

Georgia 
ANNEEWAKEE CREEK-Worship Group--30 miles West 
of Atlanta. Unprogrammed Worship 11 a.m. Discussion 
lollowing. 5525 Dorsett Shoals Lane, Douglasville, GA 
30135. Call for directions Janet or Free: (nO) 949·8079. 
ATHENs-Unprogrammed worship and First-day school 
9:30 a.m. Sunday, discussion 11-12 a.m. On Poplar St. in 
the parsonage ol Oconee St. Methodist Church. (706) 
353·2856. 
ATLANTA-Worship and First-day school tO a.m. 
701 W. Howard Ave., Decatur, GA 30030. {404) 3n-2474. 
ATLANTA-Northside. Unprogrammed worship and First­
day school, 2nd and 4th First Days at 10 a.m. 1085 David 
Trace, Suwanee, GA 30024. (nO) 886-3411. 
<pjay@mindspring.com>. 
AUGUSTA-Worship 10:30 a.m. (706) 863·2299 or (803) 
278-5213. 
ST. SIMONS ISLAND-Meeting for worship. For 
information, call (912) 635-3397 or (912) 638-7187. 

Hawaii 
BIG ISLAND-tO a.m. Sunday. Unprogrammed worship, 
potluck lunch follows. Location rotates. 
Call (808) 322-3116,325-7323. 
HONOLULU-Sundays, 9:45a.m. hymn singing; 10 a.m. 
worship and First-day school. 2426 Oahu Ave., 96822. 
Overnight inquiries welcomed. Phone: (808) 988-2714. 

Idaho 
BOISE-Boise Valley Friends. Unprogrammed worship, 
9:30a.m. First Day. (208) 344-4384. 
MOSCOW-Moscow-Pullman Meeting, Campus Christian 
Center, 822 Elm St., Moscow. Unprogrammed worship 
11:30 a.m. Sunday. Childcare. (509) 332-4323. 
SANDPOINT -Friends Meeting, unprogrammed worship at 
1025 Alder St., 10 a.m. Sundays. For information call 
Elizabeth Willey, 263-4788. 

Illinois 
BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL-Unprogrammed worship and 
First-day school10:30 a.m. in members' homes. (309) 
454-5463 or (309) 862-1908. 
CARBONDALE-Southern Illinois Society of Friends. 
Unprogrammed worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. at the 
Interfaith Center, 913 S. Illinois Ave. Phone (618) 529-
8058, or (618) 549·1250. 
CHICAG0-57th St., 5615 Woodlawn. Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Monthly meeting follows on third Sunday. Phone: 
288·3066. 
CHICAGO-Chicago Monthly Meeting, 10749 S. Artesian 
Ave. Worship 10 a.m. Phone: (312) 445-8949. 
CHICAGO-Northside (unprogrammed). Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 408429, Chicago, IL 60640. Worship 11 a.m. at 
4427 N. Clark, Chicago (Japanese American Service 
Committee). Phone: (773) 784·2155. 
DECATUR-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. Call for location: 
(217) 872-6415 or an-o296. 
DOWNERS GROVE-(West Suburban Chicago) Worship 
and First-day school 10:30 a.m. 5710 Lomond Ave. 
(3 blocks west of Belmont, 1 block south of Maple). Phone: 
968-3861 or 852·5812. 
6. EVANSTON-Worship 10 a.m. Singing 9:15a.m. 1010 
Greenleaf, Evanston, (847) 864-8511. Contact person, 
Jeanette Baker (847) 869-0553. Clerk, Ken Laughlin. 2 
blocks South of Dempster, 1 block E of Ridge. 
GALESBURG-Peoria-Galesburg Meeting. 10 a.m. in 
homes. (309) 343-7097 for location. 
LAKE FOREST-Worship 10:30 a.m. at meetinghouse. 
West Old Elm and Ridge Ads. Mail: Box 95, Lake Forest, 
60045. Phone: (847) 234·841 0. 
McHENRY COUNTY-Worship 10 a.m. (815) 385·8512. 
McNABB-Giear Creek Meeting, 11 a.m. Meetinghouse 2 
mi. south, 1 mi. east of McNabb. (815) 882·221 4. 

OAK PARK-Worship 10 a.m. (First-day school, childcare), 
Oak Park Art League, 720 Chicago Ave., P.O. Box 3245, 
Oak Park, IL 60303-3245. (708) 386-6172-Katherine. 
ROCKFORD-Unprogrammed worship, First Days, 11 
a.m., 326 N. Avon St. (815) 964-7416 or 965·7241 . 
URBANA-GHAMPAIGN-Meeting for worship 11 a.m., in 
Illinois Disciples Foundation Chapel, 610 E. Springfield, 
Champaign. Phone: (217) 328·5853 or (217) 344-6510. 

Indiana 
BLOOMINGTON-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. Moores 
Pike at Smith Road. (812) 336-5576. 
FORT WAYNE-Friends Meeting. Plymouth Congregational 
Church UCC 501 West. Berry Room 201 , Fort Wayne. 
10:30 a.m. Unprogrammed worship. 10:45 a.m. Joint 
Religious Education with Plymouth Church. (260) 482-1836. 
HOPEWELL-Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m., discussion 
11 a.m. 20 mi. W. of Richmond between 1-70 and US 40. 1-
70 exit Wilbur Wright Rd., > 1 1/4 mi. S., then 1 mi. W. on 
700 South. Contact: (765) 987-1240 or (765) 478-4218. 
<wilsons@ voyager.net>. 
INDIANAPOLIS-North Meadow Circle of Friends, 
1710 N. Talbott. Unprogrammed, worship 10 a.m. Children 
welcome. 926-7657. 
INDIANAPOLIS-Valley Mills Friends Meeting, 6739 West 
Thompson Road. Charles Bunner, pastor. Call (317) 856-
4368 for meeting times. Web page: <http:// 
vmfriends.home.mindspring.com> 
0. RICHMOND-clear Creek, Stout Memorial 
Meetinghouse, on the campus of Earlham College, 
unprogrammed, 9:15a.m. (765) 935·5448. 
SOUTH BEND-Unprogrammed worship, First-day school 
9:45a.m. (219) 2n-7684, 232-5729. 
VALPARAISO-Duneland Friends Meeting. 
Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m. Youth Service Bureau, 
253 Lincolnway. (219) 462·9997. 
WEST LAFAYETTE-Unprogrammed worship at tO a.m. at 
176 E. Stadium Ave., West Lafayette. 

Iowa 
AMES-Worship tO a.m. Sunday. 121 S. Maple. (515) 232· 
2763. 
DECORAH-Child and adult First-day school 9:30, worship 
10:30. Childcare available. Meetinghouse, 603 E. Water 
St. (563) 382-3922. Summer schedule varies. 
DES MOINEs-Meeting for worship 10 a.m., discussion 
11:30 a.m. Meetinghouse, 421 1 Grand Ave. 274-4717. 
0. EARLHAM-Bear Creek Meeting-Discussion 10 a.m. 
Worship 11 a.m. (unprogrammed). One mile north of 1-80 
exit #104. Call (515) 758·2232. 
IOWA CITY-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 10 a.m. 
311 N. Linn St. Call 351·2234. 
PAULLINA-Small rural unprogrammed meeting. Worship 
11 a.m. Sunday school ! 0 a.m. Fourth Sunday dinner. 
Business, second Sunday. Contact Doyle Wilson, clerk, 
(712) 757-3875. Guest house available. 
6. WEST BRANCH-Unprogrammed worship at 10 a.m., 
2nd Sunday worship includes business; other weeks, 
discussion follows. 317 N. 6th St. Call: (319) 643·5639. 

Kansas 
6. LAWRENCE-0read Friends Meeting, 11460regon. 
Unprogrammed meeting for worship at 10 a.m. Child care 
awailable. (785) 843·3277. 
MANHATTAN-Unprogrammed meeting. For time and 
location please telephone (785) 539-4028, o r 539·2046, or 
537·2260, or write to Friends Meeting, c/o Conrows, 2371 
Grandview Terrace, Manhattan, KS 66502. 
TOPEKA-Unprogrammed worship 9:45 a.m. followed by 
discussion. 603 S.W. 8th, Topeka. First-day school and 
childcare provided. Phone: (785) 233·521 0 or 232·6263. 
6. WICHITA-Heartland Meeting, 14505 Sandwedge Circle. 
(316) 729-4483. First Days: Discussion 10 a.m. 
Unprogrammed worship 11 a.m. On 2nd First Day of 
month carry-in brunch 10 a.m., business 12 noon. <http:// 
heartland.quaker.org>. 

Kentucky 
BEREA-Meeting Sunday 9 a.m. AMERC Building, 300 
Harrison Road, Berea, Ky. Call: (859) 986-9256 or (859) 
986·2193. 
LEXINGTON-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. Sundays. 649 Price Ave., Lexington, KY 
40508. Telephone: (859) 254-3319. 
LOUISVILLE-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. 3050 Bon Air 
Ave., 40205. Telephone: 452-6812. 

Louisiana 
BATON ROUGE-Unprogrammed worship 11 :30 a.m. 
Sunday. 333 E. Chimes St. Clerk: Pam D. Arnold (225) 
665-3560. 
NEW ORLEANs-Unprogrammed worship s·undays 10 a.m. 
Nursery provided. 921 S. Carrollton Ave. (504) 865·1 675. 
RUSTON-Unprogrammed. Call: (318) 251-2669. 
SHREVEPORT-Unprogrammed. Call: (318) 459-3751. 
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or (207) 288·8968. 
BELFAST AREA-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, 
10 a.m. Telephone: (207) 338-3080. 
BRUNSWICK-Unprogrammed worship 10 a .m. 333 Maine 
St. 725-8216. 
CASCo-Quaker Ridge. Unprogrammed worship 10:30 
a.m. summer only. 1814 meetinghouse open to vis~ors, S 
of Rt. 11 near Hall's Funeral Home. (207) 693-4361. 
FARMINGTON AREA-Unprogrammed meeting for 
worship, 1o-11 a.m. Telephone: (207) 778·3168. 
LEWISTON-Unprogrammed worship and First-day school 
10 a.m., 29 Frye Street (off Main Street, U.S. 202). No 
meeting July-August. Telephone: (207) 786-4325. 
MIDCOAST-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, First· 
day school, 10 a .m. Friends meetinghouse, Damariscotta. 
Watch for signs to the meetinghouse on Rt. 1. Coming 
from the south on Rt. 1, tum left onto Belvedere Rd., right 
if coming from the north. (207) 563·3464 or 354-8714. 
ORONO-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 10 a.m. 
Orono Senior Center. (207) 862·3957. (207) 285·7746. 
0. OXFORD HILLs-Unprogrammed meeting, worship 9:30 
a.m. 52 High St. Hope Ripley Ctr., So. Paris, (207) 583-2780. 
PORTLAND-Unprogrammed worship, First-day school, 
8 and 10:30 a .m. 1837 Forest Ave. (Ate. 302). Call for 
summer hours (207) 797-4720. 
VASSALBORO-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 1 0 
a.m. Friends Meetinghouse, Stanley Hill Road, East 
Vassalboro. (207) 923-3572. 
WATERBORO-Unprogrammed worship, First-day school 
9 a.m. For details call (207) 636-4149, 490-7113. 
WHITING-cobscook Meeting, unprogrammed. Worship 
and child care 10 a.m. (207) 733-2191 . 

Maryland 
ADELPHI-Worship 10 a.m. Sunday. Sunday school10:20 
a .m. (Fourth Sunday at 10 a .m.). Additional worship: 9-
9:40a.m. 1st, 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sunday. 7:30p.m. each 
Wednesday. Singing 9-10 a.m. 3rd Sunday. Nursery. 
2303 Metzerott, near U. of Md. (301) 445-1114. 
ANNAPOLIS-351 Dubois Rd. Worship 11 a.m. 
Phone: (410) 573-0364. 
0. BALTIMORE .Stony Run: worship 9:30 and 11 a .m. 
except 8:30 and 10 a.m. July and August. 5116 N. Charles 
St. 435-3773. Homewood: worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. year round. 3107 N. Charles St. (410) 235· 
4438. Fax: (410) 235-4451 . E-mail: <homewood@all­
systems.com>. 
0. BALTIMORE/SPARKS-Gunpowder Meeting. Worship 
and First-day school 11 a.m. Call for directions. Phone: 
(410) 472-4583. 
BETHESDA-Classes and worship 11 a .m. (year round) 
Sidwell Friends Lower School, Edgemoor Lane and 
Beverly Rd. 986·8681. 
CHESTERTOWN-chester River Meeting, 124 
Philosophers Terrace. Worship 11 a.m. Clerk: Vanna 
Taylor, P.O. Box 1005, Chestertown, MD 21620. (410) 
778-Q050. 
DARLINGTON-Deer Creek Meeting. Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Clerk, HenryS. Holloway, (410) 457·9188. 
EASTON-Third Haven Meeting, 405 S. Washington St. 
10 a.m. Sun., 5:30p.m. Wed. Marsie Hawkinson, clerk, 
(410) 822·0589 or -0293. 
FALLSTON-Little Falls Meeting, 719 Old Fallston Rd. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. John C. Love, clerk, (410) 877-3015. 
FREDERICK-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. First-day school 
10:15 a.m. Wednesday 5:30p.m. 723 N. Market St. 
(301) 631-1257. 
PATAPSCO-Preparative Meeting 10:30 a.m. Mt. Hebron 
House, Ellicott City. First-day school, weekly simple meal. 
(410) 465-6554. 
SALISBURY-Unprogrammed worship 11 a.m. Carey Ave. 
at Glen. (410) 749·9649. 
0. SANDY SPRING-Meetinghouse Road off Md. Rt. 108. 
Worship Sundays 9:30 and 11 a .m. and Thursdays 
7 :30 p.m. Classes Sundays 11 a.m. First Sunday of month 
worship 9:30a.m. only, followed by meeting for business. 
Phone (301) 774·9792. 
SENECA VALLEY-Preparative Meeting 11 :30 Kerr Hall, 
Boyds. Children's program and weekly potluck. (301) 540· 
7828. 
SOUTHERN MARYLAND-Patuxent Friends Meeting. 
Worship 10 a.m. 12220 H.G. Trueman Rd., P.O. Box 536, 
Lusby, MD 20657. (410) 394-1233. 
<WWW.patuxentfriends.org>. 
UNION BRIDGE-Pipe Creek Meeting. Worship 10 a.m. 
P.O . Box 487, Union Bridge, MD 21791 . (301) 831-7446. 

Massachusetts 
ACTON-Worship and First-day school.10 a.m. Minute Man 
Arc, 1269 Main St., West Concord (across from Harvey 
Wheeler). Clerk: Sally Jeffries, (978) 263-8660. 
AMESBURY-Worship 10 a.m. 120 Friend St. 
Call (978) 463-3259 or (978) 388-3293. 
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ANDOVER-LAWRENCE-Worship: 1st, 3rd Sundays of 
month at 2 p.m. Veasey Memorial Park Bldg, 201 
Washington St., Groveland; 2nd, 4th Sundays of month at 
9:30a.m. SHED Bldg, 65 Phillips St., Andover. (978) 470-
3580. 
BOSTON-Worship 10:30 a.m. First Day. Beacon Hill 
Friends House, 6 Chestnut St., Boston, 02108. 
Phone: 227-9118. 

· CAMBRIDGE-Meetings Sundays 10:30 a .m. and 5 p.m.; 
Forum at 9:30 a.m. 5 Longfellow Park (near Harvard Sq., 
off Brattle St.). Phone: (617) 876·6883. 
CAMBRIDGE-Fresh Pond Monthly Meeting. Worship and 
First-day school10 a.m. Cambridge Friends School, 
5 Cadbury Road 
FRAMINGHAM-Worship 10 a.m. First-day school. Year 
round. 641 Edmands Rd. (2 mi. west of Nobscot traffic 
lights). Wheelchair accessible. (508) 877-1261 . 
0. GREAT BARRINGTON-South Berkshire Meeting. 
Unprogrammed: 10:30 a.m. First Day. 280 Main Rd. (Rt. 
23). Phone: (413) 528-1230. 
0. LENOX-Friends Worship Group, 10:30 a.m., Little 
Chapel, 55 Main St. (413) 637-2388. 
MARTHA'S VINEYARD-Unprogrammed 10:30 a.m. 
Hillside Village, Edgartown Rd. (508) 693-1834. 

0. MATIAPOISETI-Unprogrammed 9:30a.m., Marion 
Road (Ate. 6). All are welcome. (508) 758·3579. 
NANTUCKET-Unprogrammed worship each First Day, 
1 0 a.m., Fair Street Meetinghouse, (508) 228·0136. 
NEW BEDFORD-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 10 
a.m. 83 Spring St. Phone (508) 990-0710. All welcome. 
NORTH SHORE-Worship and First-day school10 a.m. 
Glen Urquhart School, Beverly Farms, Mass., (978) 283· 
1547. 
0. NORTHAMPTON-Worship 11 a.m., adult discussion 
9:30; childcare. 43 Center Street. (413) 564-2788. Aspiring 
to be scent-free. 
SANDWICH-East Sandwich Meetinghouse, 6 Quaker Rd., 
N of junction of Quaker Meetinghouse Rd. and Ate. 6A. 
Meeting for worship Sunday 10 a.m. (508) 888-7629. 
SOUTH SHORE-Worship and First-day school 10 a.m. 
New England Friends Home, 86 Turkey Hill La., Hingham. 
(617) 749-3556 or Clerk, Henry Stokes (617) 749-4383. 
WELLESLEY-Meeting for worship and Sunday school 
10 a.m. at 26 Benvenue St. Phone: (781) 237-0268. 
0. WEST FALMOUTH-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday. 574 W. Fal. Hwy I Ate. 28A. (508) 398-3773. 

WESTPORT-Worship Sundays 10 a.m. 936 Main Road. 
(508) 636-4963. 
WORCESTER-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 11 
a.m. 901 Pleasant St. Phone: 754-3887. 
YARMOUTH-Friends Meeting at 58 North Main Street in 
South Yarmouth, Cape Cod, welcomes visitors for worship 
at 10 a .m. each Sunday. (508) 398-3773. 

Michigan 
0. ANN ARBOR-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 9 
a .m. and If a.m. Meetinghouse, 1420 Hill St.; guest room 
reservations, (734) 761 ·7435. Clerk: Nancy Taylor, (734) 
995·6803. <WWW.annarborfriends.org>. 
BIRMINGHAM-Meeting 10:30 a.m. Brookside School 
Theatre. N.E. comer Lone Pine Rd. & Cranbrook Rd., 
Bloomfield Hills. Summer: Springdale Park, (end of) 
Strathmore Rd., (248) 377·8811 . Co~lerks: Margaret 
Kanost (248) 373-6608, David Bowen (248) 549-8518. 

0. DETROIT-First Day meeting 10:30 a.m. Call341· 9404, 
or write 4011 Norfolk, Detroit, Ml 48221, for information. 
0. EAST LANSING-Red Cedar Friends Meeting. 
Unprogrammed worship and First-day school, 12:30 p.m. 
Edgewood UCC Chapel, 469 N. Hagadorn Rd., E. 
Lansing. Worship only, 9:30a.m. (except 1st Sunday of 
month), Sparrow Wellness Center, 1st floor, 1200 East 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 371-1047 or 
<redcedar.quaker.org>. 
FLINT ..Crossroads Worship Group (Conservative): 
unprogrammed worship on 2nd and 4th Sundays, 3 p.m. 
Contact: (810) 743·1195 for location. 
GRAND RAPIDS-Worship and First-day school10:30 
a.m. (616) 942-4713 or 454· 7701. 
KALAMAZOO-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10 a.m., discussion and childcare If a.m. Friends 
Meetinghouse, 508 Denner. Phone: 349·1754. 
MT.PLEASANT·Pine River Friends Meeting. 
Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m., discussion 11 a.m., 
Wesley Foundation, 1400 S . Washington St. Don/Nancy 
Nagler at (989) 772·2421 or <www.pineriverfriends.org>. 

Minnesota 
BRAINERD-Unprogrammed meeting and discussion, 
Sundays. Call: (218) 829-6917. 

MINNEAPOLIS-Minneapolis Friends Meeting, 
4401 York Ave. South, Mpls., MN 55410. Call for times. 
(612) 926·6159. <www.quaker.org/minnfm>. 
NORTHFIELD-cannon Valley Monthly Meeting. Worship 
(unprogrammed) and First-day school, 10 a.m. Sundays. 
First Sunday each month, meets In private homes. Other 
Sundays, meets at Laura Baker School, 211 Oak Street., 
Northfield. For information: Corinne Matney, 8657 Spnng 
Creek Road, Northfield, MN 55057. (507) 663·1048. 
ROCHESTER-worship First Day 9:30 a .m. Assisi Heights 
(1001 14 St. NW) in Canticle Hall at the back of the 
building. First-day school. Phone (507) 287-8553. 
0. ST. PAUL-Prospect Hill Friends Meeting-near U of M 
campus. Meets Sun. 4 p.m. Call (612) 379-7398, or (651) 
645-3058 for more information. 
ST. PAUL-Twin Cities Friends Meeting, 1725 Grand Ave., 
St. Paul. Unprogrammed worship Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 
11 a.m., Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Call for times of Friends 
Forum (aduH education), First-day school, and meeting for 
worship with attention to business (651 ) 699-6995. 
STILLWATER-St. Croix Valley Friends. Unprogrammed 
worship at 11 a.m. (10 a.m. Summer). Phone: (651) 439· 
7981 ' 773·5376. 

Missouri 
COLUMBIA-Discussion 9:30 a.m., unprogrammed 
worship 10:30 a.m. 6408 Locust Grove Dr. (573) 474-
1827. 
KANSAS CITY-Penn Valley Meeting, 4405 Gillham Rd. 
10 a.m. Call: (816) 931·5256. 
ST. LOUIS-Meeting 10:30 a.m. 1001 Park Ave., St. Louis, 
MO 63104. (314) 588·1122. 
SPRINGFIELD-Sunrise Friends Meeting. Worship and 
First-day school 11 a.m. each First Day at the Ecumenical 
Center, SMSU campus, 680 S. A orence Ave . 
(417) 882-3963. 

Montana 
BILLINGS-Call: (406) 252-5647 or (406) 656-2163. 
GREAT FALLS-(406) 453-2714 or (406) 453·6372. 
MISSOULA-Unprogrammed, Sundays, 11 a.m. winter, 1 0 
a.m. summer. 1861 South 121h Street W. (406) 549-6276. 

Nebraska 
CENTRAL CITY-Worship 9:30a.m. 403 B Ave. Clerk: Don 
Reeves. Telephone: (308) 946·5409. 
LINCOLN-Unprogrammed worship 10:30 a.m. 3319 
S. 46th. Phone: 488-4178. 
OMAHA-Unprogrammed worship 9:45 a .m. Strawberry 
Fields, 5603 NW Radial Hwy, Omaha, NE 68104 . 292· 
5745, 391-4765. 

Nevada 
LAS VEGAS-Unprogrammed worship group. 
Call (702) 615·3673. 
RENO-Unprogrammed worship. For information, call : 329· 
9400. webs~e: <WWW.RenoFriends.org>. 

New Hampshire 
CONCORD-Worship 10 a.m. Children welcomed and 
cared for. Merrimack Valley Day Care Center, 19 N. Fruit 
St. Phone: (603) 224-4748. 
DOVER-Unprogrammed worship 10:30 a.m., 141 Central 
Ave. Childcare available. Clerk: Sara Hubner, (207) 384· 
0991, or write: 392 Main St., S. Berwick, ME 03908. 
GONIC-Worship 2nd and 4th First Day at 1 0 a.m. Comer 
of Pickering Rd. and Quaker Lane. Clerk: Shirley Leslie. 
Phone: (603) 332-5472. 
HANOVER-Worship and First-day school, Sundays, 
10 a.m. Friends Meetinghouse, 43 Lebanon St. (next to 
high school). Clerk: Mary Ann Cadwallader, (603) 643-
1343. 
KEENE-Worship group-unprogrammed 10:30 a.m. 
Children's program and child care. 98 S. Lincoln St., 
Keene, N.H. Call (603) 352·5295. 
NORTH SANDWICH-10:30 a.m. Contact: Webb, 
(603) 284·6215. 
PETERBOROUGH·Monadnock Meeting at Peterborough! 
Jaffrey town line on rte. 202. Childcare and First-day 
school at 10:30 a.m. Worship 10 :30 a.m. (9:30a.m. in July 
and August). (603) 532·6203, or write 3 Davidson Rd., 
Jaffrey, NH 03452. 
WEARE-10:30. Quaker St., Henniker. Contact M. Baker, 
(603) 478-5650. 
WEST EPPING-Unprogrammed. 10 a .m. on 1st and 3rd 
First Days. Friend St., directly off rte. 27. Clerk: Fritz Bell, 
(603) 895-2437. 

New Jersey 
ARNEY'S MT.-Worship, 10 a .m., 2nd and 4th First Days; 
intersection of rtes. 668 and 669. Snowtime, call (609) 
894-8347. 
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Twp. (Near iniersection of Pitney and Jimmy Leeds.) 
BARNEGAT-Worship 10 a.m., 614 East Bay Ave. Visitors 
welcome. (609) 698-2058. 
CINNAMINSON-Westfield Friends Meeting, rte. 130 at 
Riverton-Moorestown Rd. Meeting for worship 11 a.m., 
First-day school 10 a .m. 
CROPWELL-Meeting for worship 10 a .m. Old Martton 
Pike, one mile west of Ma~ton . 

b CROSSWICKs-Meeting and First-day school 9:30a.m. 
(609) 298-4362. 
DOVER-RANDOLPH-Worship and First-day school 
11 a.m. Randolph Friends Meetinghouse, Quaker Church 
Rd. and Quaker Ave. between Center Grove Rd. and 
Millbrook Ave., Randolph. (973) 627-0651. 
GREENWICH-First-day school10:30 a.m., worship 
11 :30 a.m., Ye GreateSt., Greenwich. (609) 451-8217. 
HADDONFIELD-Worship 10 a.m.; First-day school 
follows, except summer. Babysitting provided during both. 
Friends Ave. and Lake St. Phone: 428-6242 or 428-5n9. 
MANASQUAN-First-day school tO a.m., meeting 
11:15 a.m. Ate. 35 at Manasquan Circle. 
MARL TON-5ee CROPWELL. 
MEDFORD-Worship 10 a.m. First-day school9:45 a.m. 
Union St. Meetinghouse. Call (609) 953-8914 for info. 
MICKLETON-Worship 10 a.m., First-day school I t a.m. 
(609) 848-7449 or 423-5618. 
MONTCLAIR-Meeting and First-day school 11 a.m., 
except July and Aug. 1 0 a.m. Park St. and Gordonhurst 
Ave. Phone: (973) 744-8320. Visitors welcome. 
MOORESTOWN-118 E. Main St. For meeting information 
call (856) 235-1561. 
MOUNT HOLLY-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. High and 
Garden Sts. Visitors welcome. Call: (609) 261-7575. 
MULLICA HILL-Main St. Sept.-May First-day school 
9:45a.m., meeting for worship 11 a .m. Meeting only, June, 
July, and Aug., 10 a.m. 
NEW BRUNSWICK-Meeting and First-day school 
10:30 a .m. Meeting only July and Aug., 9:30a.m. 
109 Nichol Ave. at Hale St. (732) 846-8969. 
NEWTON-Meeting for Worship 10 a.m. Sundays. Haddon 
Ave. and Cooper St., Camden. Frank Goodfellow-Janes 
(856) 429-4653. 
PLAINFIELD-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. 225 Watchung Ave. at E. Third St. (908) 757-
5736. 
PRINCETON-Worship 9 and 11 a.m. First-day school 
11 a.m. Oct- May. 470 Quaker Rd. near Mercer St. 
(609) 737-7142. 
QUAKERTOWN-Worship and First-day school 1 0:30 a.m. 
Box 502, Quakertown 08868. (201) 782-0953. 
RANCOCAS-Worship 11 a.m., First-day school tO a.m. 
Summer schedul&-worship only 10 a.m., 6/15--9/15.201 
Main St., Rancocas (Village), NJ 08073. (609) 267-1265. 
E-mail: <e7janney@aol.com>. 
RIDGEWOOD-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. 224 Highwood Ave. (201) 445-8450. 
SALEM-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m., First-day school 
9:30a.m. East Broadway. 
SEAVILLE-Meeting for worship 11 a.m. (July/Aug. 10 
a.m.) South Shore Rd., Rte. 9, Seaville. (609) 624-1165. 
SHREWSBURY-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. Ate. 35 and Sycamore. Phone: (732) 741-
4138. 
SOMERSET/MORRIS COUNT1E5-Somerset Hills 
Meeting, Community Club, E. Main St., Brookside. 
Worship held 9 a.m. Sept.-May. (908) 876-4491 . 
SUMMIT-Meeting for worship and First-day school 11 a.m. 
(July, Aug., 10 a.m.). 158 Southern Blvd., Chatham 
Township. Visitors welcome. 
TRENTON-Meeting for worship and primary First-day 
school tO a.m. Hanover and Montgomery Sts. Children 
welcomed and cared for. 
TUCKERTON-Little Egg Harbor Meeting. Left side of 
Ate. 9 traveling north. Worship 10:30 a.m. 
WOODBURY-First-day school t O a.m., meeting for 
worship 11 :15 a.m. 140 North Broad St. Telephone: 
(856) 845-5080, if no answer call 845-9516. 
WOODSTOWN-First-day school9:15 a .m. Meeting for 
worship 10:30 a.m. 104 N. Main Street. (856) 769-9839. 

New Mexico 
ALBUQUERQUE-Meeting and First-day school10:30 
a.m. 1600 5th St., N.W., (505) 843-6450. 
LAS CRUCEs-Meeting for unprogrammed worship 10 
a.m. 622 N.Mesquite. Call: (505) 647-1929. 
SANTA FE-Meeting for worship, Sundays 9 and 11 a.m. 
Olive Rush Studio, 630 Canyon Rd. Phone: 983-7241 . 
SILVER CITY AREA-Gila Friends Meeting. 10 a.m. Call: 
(505) 388-3478, 536-9565, or 535-2330 for location. 
SOCORRD-Worship group, first, third, fifth Sundays, 
10 a.m. Call: 835.0013 or 835-Q2n. 

64 

New York 
ALBANY-Worship and First-day school 11 a.m. 
727 Madison Ave. Phone: 436-8812. 
ALFRED-Meeting for worship 10:30 a .m. each First Day in 
The Parish House, West University St. Visit us at 
<WWW.alfredfriends.org>. 
AMAWALK-Worship 10:30 a .m. Quaker Church Rd., N. of 
Ate. 202-35, Yorktown Heights. (914) 669-8549. 
BROOKLYN-Worship and First-day school 11 a .m. 
(childcare provided). 110 Schermerhorn St. For 
information call (212) n7-8866 (Mon.-Fri., 9-5). Mailing 
address: Box 730, Brooklyn, NY 11201 . 
BUFFALD-Worship 10:30 a.m. 72 N. Parade near 
Science Museum. (716) 892·8645 for further information. 
BULLS HEAD RD.-Worship and First-day school 10:30 
a.m. N. Dutchess Co., 1/4 mile E. Taconic Pky. (845) 266-
3223. 
CANTON-St. Lawrence Valley Friends Meeting, 
(315) 386-4648. 
CATSKILL-t O a.m. worship. Rt. 55, Grahamsville. 
November-April in members' homes. (845) 434-3494 or 
(845) 985-2814. 
CENTRAL FINGER LAKEs-Geneva vicinity/surrounding 
counties. Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school. 
Call for time and place: (585) 526-5196 or (607) 243-70n. 
CHAPPAQUA-Unprogrammed meeting for worship and 
First-day school10:30 a.m. Rte. 120 Quaker Rd. 
(914) 238-3170. 
CLINTON-Mohawk Valley Monthly Meeting. New 
Swarthmoor Meeting House, Austin Rd., Clinton, NY 
13323. (315) 853-3035. 
CORNWALL-Worship with childcare and First-day school, 
10:30 a.m., Quaker Ave. Phone: 534-7474. 
EASTON-Unprogrammed worship and First-day school It 
a .m. Rt. 40, 20 miles N of Troy. (518) 664-6567 or sn-
3693. 
ELMIRA-10:30 a.m. Sundays. 155 West 6th St. Phone: 
(607) 962-4183. 
FLUSHING-Unprogrammed meeting for worship First Day 
11 a.m. 137-16 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11354. 
(718) 358-9636. 
FREDONIA-Unprogrammed meeting 10:30 a.m. Call: 
(716) 672-4427 or (716) 532-6022. Summer season 
Chautauqua lnst. 9 :30 a.m. 
HAMIL TON-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. Upperville 
Meetinghouse, Route 80, 3 miles W of Smyrna. Phone: 
Chris Rossi, (315) 691 -5353. 
HUDSON-Unprogrammed meeting for worship every 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Telephone: (518) 537-6618 o r (518) 
537-6617 (voice mail); e-mail: brickworks@juno.com. 
ITHACA-Worship 11 a.m., Anabel Taylor Hall, Oct.-May, 
worship 10:30 a.m., Hector Meeting House, Perry City Rd., 
June-Sept. Phone: 273-5421. 
LONG ISLAND QUARTERLY MEETING-meetings 
normally at 11 a.m. 

BETHPAGE P.M.-second and fourth First Days 
CONSCIENCE BAY M.M.-51. James 
JERICHO M.M. 
MANHASSET M.M.-10 a.m. June to August 
MATlNECOCK M.M.-10 a.m. 
PECONIC BAY E.M.-Southampton College and 
Southold 
SHELTER ISLAND E. M.-10:30 a.m. May to October 
WESTBURY M.M. 
Contact us at <clerk@longislandquaker.org> or (631) 
271-4672. Our website is <www.nyym.org/liqm>. 

NEW PALTZ-Worship, First-day school, and childcare 
10:30 a.m. 8 N. Manheim. (845) 255-5791. 
NEW YORK CITY-Brooklyn Meeting at 110 Schermerhorn 
Street: unprogrammed worship every Sunday at 11 a.m. 
and every Tuesday at 6:30p.m.; Fifteenth Street Meeting 
at 221 East 15 Street (Rutherford Place), Manhattan: 
unprogrammed worship every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. and 11 
a.m. and every Wednesday at 6 p.m.; Manhattan Meeting 
at 15 Rutherford Place (15th Street), Manhattan: 
programmed worship first, third, and fifth Sundays at 9:30 
a.m.; Morningside Meeting at Riverside Church lOth fl. : 
unprogrammed worship every Sunday at 11 a.m.; and 
Staten Island Meeting: worship 2nd and 4th Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. Phone (212) ?n-8866 (Mon.-Fri., 9-5) about 
First-day schools, business meetings, and other 
information. 
OLD CHATHAM-Meeting for worship 11 a.m. Powell 
House, Ate. 13. Phone (518) 794.0259. 
ONEONTA-Butternuts Monthly Meeting. Worship 
10:30 a.m. first Sunday. (607) 432-9395. Other Sundays: 
Cooperstown, 547-5450, Delhi, 829-6702; Norwich, 
334-9433. 
ORCHARD PARK-Worship and First-day school It a.m. 
East Quaker St. at Freeman Rd. (71 6) 662-5749. 

............................ -.... ..................... , ·-.......... \"" ' "'} ..... _ ....... . 
PURCHASE-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. Purchase Street (Rt. 120) at Lake St. Meeting 
telephone: (914) 946-0206 (answering machine). 
QUAKER STREET-Worship 10 a.m. Easter to 
Thanksgiving. Ate. 7, Quaker Street, New York 12141. For 
winter schedule call (518) 234-7217. 
b ROCHESTER-84 Scio St. Between East Avenue and E. 
Main St. Downtown. Unprogrammed worship and child 
care 11 a.m. Adult religious ed 9:45 a.m. Child RE 
variable. 61t5-13n worship 10 a.m. (585) 325-7260. 
ROCKLAND-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
11 a.m. 60 Leber Rd., Blauven. (914) 735-4214. 
SARANAC LAKE-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school; (518) 891-4083 or (518) 891-4490. 
SARATOGA SPRING5-Worship and First-day school 
10 a.m. Phone: (518) 399-5013. 
SCARSDALE-Meeting for worship, 2nd Sundays 10 a.m., 
a ll other Sundays 11 a.m. year-round except August, when 
a ll worship is at 11 a.m. First-day school, third Sunday in 
September through second Sunday in June, at meeting for 
worship times. 133 Popham Rd. (914) 472-1807for 
recorded message and current clerk. 
SCHENECTADY-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school, 10 a.m. 930 Albany Street. (518) 374-2166. 
STATEN ISLAND-Meeting for worship 2nd and 4th Sundays 
at 10:30 a.m.128 Buel Ave. Information: (718) 720-0643. 
SYRACUSE-Worship 10:30 a.m. 821 Euclid Ave. (315) 
476-1196. 
b WESTBURY MM (L.I.)-Contact us at 
<clerk@longislandquaker.org> or (631) 271-4672. Our 
website is <WWW.nyym.orglliqm>. 

North Carolina 
ASHEVILLE-Unprogrammed meeting for worship and 
First-day school 10 a.m., forum and childcare 11 a.m. 
227 Edgewood Rd. (828) 258-o974. 
BEAUFORT CITY-Unprogrammed. First and third 
Sundays, 2 :30 p.m., St. Paul's, 209 Ann Street. 
Discussion, fellowship. Bob (252) 726-2035; Tom (252) 
728-7083. 
BLACK MOUNTAIN-Swannanoa Valley Friends Meeting. 
Unprogrammed worship 9:30 a.m. (828) 299-4889. 
BOONE-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 10 a.m. 
Michael Ha~ess, clerk, (828) 263-0001 . 
BREVARD-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, 11 a .m. 
Oakdale and Duckworth Aves. (828) 884-7000. 
CELO-Meeting 10:45 a.m., near Burnsville, off Rt. 80S, 
455 Hannah Branch Rd., (828) 675-4456. 
CHAPEL HILL-Meeting for worship 9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
First-day school It: 15 a .m. Childcare. During June, July, 
and August, worship at 9 and 10:30 a.m. 531 Raleigh Rd. 
Clerk: Carolyn Stuart, (919) 929-2287. Meetinghouse, 
(919) 929-5377. 
CHARLOTTE-Unprogrammed meeting for worship and 
First-day school tO a.m., forum 11 a.m. 570 W. Rocky 
River Rd. (704) 559-4999. 
DAVIDSON- tO a.m. Carolina Inn. (704) 892-3996. 
DURHAM-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school 
10 a .m. 404 Alexander Ave. Contact Karen Stewart, 
(919) 732-9630. 
FAYETTEVILLE-Unprogrammed worship, 6 p.m.; 
discussion, 5 p.m. 223 Hillside Ave. (910) 323-3912. 
GREENSBORD-Friendship Meeting (unprogrammed), 
1103 New Garden Rd. Worship 10:30 a.m. Call: 
(336) 294-2095 or 854-5155. 
GREENSBORO-New Garden Friends Meeting. Meeting 
for worship: unprogrammed 9 a.m.; semi-programmed 11 
a.m. First-day school 9:30a.m. John Young, clerk; David 
W. Bills, pastoral minister. 801 New Garden Road, 27410. 
(336) 292-5487. 
GREENVILLE-Unprogrammed worship and First-day 
school. (252) 758-6789. 
HICKORY-Unprogrammed worship, First-day school 
10:15 a.m., forum 11:30a.m. 503 4th St. SW, Hickory, 
N.C., (828) 328-3334. 
RALEIGH-Unprogrammed. Meeting for worship Sunday at 
10 a.m., with First-day school for children. Discussions at 
11 a.m. 625 Tower Street, Raleigh, N.C. (919) 821-4414. 
WENTWORTHIREIDSVILLE-Qpen worship and childcare 
10:30 a.m. Call: (336) 349-5727 or (336) 427-3188. 
WILMINGTON-Unprogrammed worship 11 a.m. Discussion 
10 a.m., 202 N. 5th Street. Call (910) 251-1953. 
WOODLAND-Cedar Grove Meeting. First Day discussion 
10 a.m., meeting tor worship 11 a.m. Call (252) 587-2571 
or (252) 587-3911. 

North Dakota 
BISMARCK-Faith and Practice, 8 a .m., and meeting for 
worship, 9:15a.m. Sundays, UUA Bldg., 818 E. Divide 
Ave. Contact Therm Kaldahl at (701 ) 258-Q898. 
FARGo-Unprogrammed meeting, 10:30 a.m. Sundays, 
Call for current location. (701 ) 237-0702. 
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Ohio 
AKRON-Unprogrammed worship, 10:30 a.m. Discussion, 
9:30a.m. 216 Myrtle Place, Akron, OH 44303; 374-
0521 . 

ATHEN$-10 a.m., 22 Birge, Chauncey (740) 797-4636. 
BOWLING GREEN-Broadmead Friends Meeting FGC. 
Unprogrammed worship groups meet at: 

BLUFFTON-Sally Weaver Sommer, clerk, 
(419) 358-5411 . 

FINDLAY-Joe Davis, (419) 422-7668. 
SIDNEY-(937) 497-7326, 492-4336. 
TOLEDO-Ailma Buckman, (419) 867-7709. 

CINCINNATI-Eastern Hills Friends Meeting, 1671 Nagel 
Road, Sunday 10 a.m. (513) 474-9670. 
CINCINNATI-Community Meeting (United FGC and FUM), 
3960 Winding Way, 45229. Worship from silence and 
First-day school10 a.m. Quaker-house phone: (513) 861-
4353. Frank Huss, clerk. 

CLEVELAND-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
11 a.m. 10916 Magnolia Dr. (216) 791-2220. 
COLUMBUs-Unprogrammed meeting 10:30 a.m. 
19541ndianola Ave.; (614) 291-2331. 
DAYTON-Friends meeting FGC. Unprogrammed worship 
and First-day school 9:30 a.m. 1516 Salem Ave., Am. 236. 
Phone: (937) 643-9161 . 

DELAWARE-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day 
school, 10 a.m., the music room in Andrews House, at the 
comer of W. Winter and N. Franklin Streets. Meets from 
September to May; for summer and 2nd Sundays, call 
(740) 362-8921 . 

GRANVILLE-Unprogrammed meeting at 10 a.m. For 
infonnation, call (740) 587-1070. 
KENT-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m., UCM lounge, 1435 East Main Street. David 
Stilwell. Phone: (330) 670-0053. 

MARIETTA-Mid-Qhio Valley Friends unprogrammed 
worship First and Third Sundays 10:30 a.m., Betsey Mills 
library, 4th and Putnam Sts. Phone: (740) 373-5248. 

o OBERLIN-Unprogrammed worship Sundays, 10:30 a.m., 
A.J. Lewis Environmental Center, 122 Elm St., Oberlin. 
Midweek worship Thursdays, 4:15 p.m., Kendal at Oberlin. 
Phone (440) 774-6175 or Mail Box 444, Oberlin, OH 44074. 
OXFORD-Unprogrammed worship and First-day school, 
10a.m. (513) 524-7426 or(513) 523-1061 . 
WAYNESVILLE-Friends meeting, First-day school 
9:30a.m., unprogrammed worship 10:45 a.m. 4th and 
High Sts. (513) 897-5946, 897-8959. 

WILMINGTON-campus Meeting (FUMIFGC), Thomas 
Kelly Center, College St. Unprogrammed worship 10:30 
a.m. year-round. 

WOOSTER-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school 
10:45 a.m. SW comer College and Pine Sts. (330) 345-
9343 or (330) 345-8664. 

o YELLOW SPRINGS-Unprogrammed worship, FGC, 
11 a.m. Rockford Meetinghouse, President St. (Antioch 
campus). Clerk: Cart Hyde, (937) 767-3571 . 

Oklahoma 
OKLAHOMA CITY-Friends Meeting. Unprogrammed 
meeting for worship 7 p.m. Sundays in parlor at 2712 
N.W. 23rd (St. Andrews Presb.). (405) 631-4174. 
STILLWATER-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 11 
a.m. For infonnation call (405) 372-5892 or 372-4839. 
TULSA-Green Country Friends Meeting. Unprogrammed 
worship 5:15p.m. Forum 4 p.m. For infonnation, call 
(918) 743-6827. 

Oregon 
ASHLAND-South Mountain Friends Meeting, 543 S. 
Mountain Ave. First hour activities 9:30 a.m., children's 
program and silent meeting for worship 11 a.m. Child care 
available. Bob Morse, clerk, (541) 482-0814. 
BEND-central Oregon Worship Group, unprogrammed 
worship. (541) 923-3631 or (541) 330-6011 . 
~ CORVALLis-Meeting for worship 11 a.m. 
3311 N.W. Polk Ave. Phone: 752-3569. 
~ EUGENE-Meeting for worship 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Sunday. 2274 Onyx St. Phone: 343-3840. 
FLORENCE-Unprogrammed worship (541) 997-4237 or 
964-5691. 

PORTLAND-Multnomah Monthly Meeting, 4312 S.E. 
Stark. Worship at 8 :30 and 10 a.m. First-day school at 
10:15 a.m. Phone: (503) 232-2822. 

BRIDGE CITY PREPARATIVE MEETING-Worship at 
10 a.m. at Historic Neighborhood House, 3030 S.W. 
2nd Ave., First-day school at 10:15 a.m. Contact Janet 
Jump, (503) 528-Q213. 
FANNO CREEK WORSHIP GROUP-Worship, 10:30 
a.m. at Dant House, Catlin Gabel School, 8825 S.W. 
Barnes Road. Contact Margie Simmons, (503) 644-
0501 . 
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HOOD RIVER AND THE DALLES..MOUNTAIN VIEW 
WORSHIP GROUP-1 0 a .m. worship on first and third 
Sundays at 601 Union Street, The Dalles, Oreg. Contact 
Lark Lennox, (541) 296-3949. 

SALEM-Meeting for worship 10 a.m., forum 11 a.m. 490 
19th St. NE, phone (503) 399-1908 for infonnation. 

Pennsylvania 
ABINGTON-First-day school (summer--<>utdoor meeting) 
9:45a.m., worship 11:15 a.m. Childcare. Meetinghouse 
Rd./Greenwood Ave., Jenkintown. (E of York Ad., N of 
Philadelphia.) (215) 884-2865. 
BIRMINGHAM-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10 a.m. 1245 Binningham Rd. S of West Chester on Ate. 
202 to Ate. 926, tum W to Binningham Ad., tum S 1/4 
mile. 
BUCKINGHAM-Worship and First-day school, 1 0:30 a.m. 
5684 York Rd. (Ate. 202-263), Lahaska. (215) 794-7299. 
CARLISLE-252 A Street, 17013; (717) 249-8899. Bible 
Study 9 a.m. Meeting and First-day school, 10 a.m. 
CHAMBERSBURG-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m., 
630 Lindia Drive. Telephone (717) 261-0736. 
CHELTENHAM-See Philadelphia listing. 
CHESTER-Meeting for worship 1 0:45 a.m., Sunday. 24th 
and Chestnut Sts. (610) 874-5860. 
CONCORD-Worship and First-day school 11 :15 a.m. At 
Concordville, on Concord Rd. one block S of Ate. 1. 
CORNWALL-(Lebanon Co.) Friends worship group, 
unprogrammed meeting for worship and First-day school 
9:30a.m. each First Day. Call (717) 964-1811 for locatoon 
and directions. 
DOLINGTON-MAKEFIELD-Worship 11-11 :30 a.m. First­
day school 11 :30-12:30. E of Dolington on Mt. Eyre Rd. 
DOWNINGTOWN-First-day school (except summer 
months) and worship 10:30 a.m. 800 E. Lancaster Ave. 
(south side old Ale. 30, 112 mile E of town). (610) 269-
2899. 
o DOYLESTOWN-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school 1 0 a.m. 95 East Oakland Ave. (215) 348-2320. 
DUNNINGS CREEK-First-day schooVmeeting for worship 
begins 10 a.m. N.W. Bedford at Fishertown. 623-5350. 
ELKLAND-Meeting located between Shunk and Forksville 
on At. 154. 11 a.m. June through September. (570) 924-
3475 or 265-5409. 
ERIE-Unprogrammed worship. Call: (814) 866-0682. 
EXETER MEETING-191 Meetinghouse Ad., 1.3 miles N of 
Daniel Boone Homestead, Exeter Township, Berks 
County, near Birdsboro. Worship 1 0:30 a.m. Clerk: 
Edward B. Stokes Jr. (61 0) 689-4083. 
GAP-Sadsbury Meeting. Unprogrammed worship 10:15 
a.m. First-day school. Simmontown Ad ., off Ate. 41 , Gap, 
Pa. Call (610) 593-7004. 
GLENSIDE-Unprogrammed, Christ-centered worship. 
First Day 10:30 a.m., Fourth Day 7:30p.m. 16 Huber St., 
Glenside (near Railroad Station). Telephone (215) 576-
1450. 
GOSHEN-Worship 10:45 a.m., First-day school 11 a.m., 
SE comer Ate. 352 and Paoli Pike, West Chester. (610) 
692-4281. 
o GWYNEDD-First-day school 9:45 a.m., except summer. 
Worship 11:15 a.m. Sumneytown Pike and Ate. 202. 
HARRISBURG-Worship 11 a.m., First-day school and 
adult education (Sept. to May) 9:45 a.m. SiX1h and Herr 
Sts. Phone: (717) 232-7282 or 232-1326. 
HAVERFORD-First-day school! 0:30a.m., meeting for 
worship 10:30 a.m., Filth-day meeting for worship 10 a.m. 
at the College, Commons Room. Buck Lane, between 
Lancaster Pike and Haverford Rd. 
o HAVERTOWN-Qid Haverford Meeting. East Eagle Ad. 
at Saint Dennis Lane, Havertown; First-day school and 
adult forum, 1 0 a.m., meeting for worship 11 a.m. 
HORSHAM-First-day school (except summer) and 
worship 10:30 a.m. Ate. 611 and Meetinghouse Road. 
HUNTINGDON-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, 
10:30 a.m., for location/directions call (814) 669-4127. 
INDIANA-Meeting 10:30 a.m., (724) 349-3338. 
KENDAL-Worship 10:30 a.m. Kendal Center, Library. U.S. 
Ate. 1, 31/z mi. S of Chadds Ford, 1'/• mi. N of Longwood 
Gardens. 
KENNETT SQUARE-on Ate. 82, S of Ate. 1 at Sickles St: 
First-day school9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m. (610) 444-
1012. Find us at <WWW.pym.org>. 
LANCASTER-Meeting and First-day school10 a.m. 
110 Tulane Terr. (717) 392-2762. 
LANSDOWNE-First-day school and activities 10 a.m. 
Meeting lor worship 10 a.m. Lansdowne and Stewart Aves. 
LEHIGH VALLEY-BETHLEHEM-Worship and First-day 
school9:30 a.m. Programs for all ages 10:45 a.m. On 
Ate. 512, 112 mile north of Ate. 22. 
LEWISBURG-Worship 10:30 a.m. Sundays. Vaughn Lit. 
Bldg. Library, Bucknell University. Telephone: (570) 522-
0231. 
LONDON GROVE-Meeting 9:30 a.m., childcare/First-day 
school10:30 a.m. Newark Rd. and rte. 926., 5 miles W of 
Kennett Square. (61 0) 268-8466. 

MARSHALL TON-Bradford Meeting (unprogrammed), 
Ate. 162, 4 mi. W of West Chester. 11 a.m. 692-4215. 
MEDIA-Worship 11 a.m. (10 a.m. July-Aug.) Joint First­
day school 9:30a.m. at Media , Sept.-Jan., and at 
Providence, Feb.-May, 125 W. Thord St. 
MEDIA-Providence Meeting, 105 N. Providence Rd. 
(610) 566-1308. Worship 11 a.m. Joint First-day school 
9:30 at Providence, Feb.-June and at Medoa, Sept.-Jan. 
MERION-Meeting for worship 11 a.m., First-day school 
10:15 except summer months. Babysitting provided. 
Meetinghouse Lane at Montgomery. 

MIDDLETOWN-Meeting for worship 11 a.m. First-day 
school ! 0:30--11 :30 a.m. Adult education 10:30-11 a.m. 
Delaware County, Ate. 352, N of Lima. Clerk, Thomas 
Swain (610) 399-1977. 
MIDDLETOWN-First-day school 9:30 a.m., meeting for 
worship 11 a.m. Seventh and Eighth Months, worship 
10--11 a.m. At Langhorne, 453 W. Maple Ave. 
o MILLVILLE-Worship 10 a.m., First-day school11 a.m. 
Main St. Dean Girton, (717) 458-6431. 
NEWTOWN (Bucks Co.)-Worship 11 a.m. First-day 
school for adults and children, 9:45a.m. In Summer, 
worship 10 a.m., no First-day school. 219 Court St. (215) 
968-1655, <WWW.newtownfriendsmeeting.org>. 
NEWTOWN SQUARE (Del. Co.)-Forum 10 a.m. Worship 
11 a.m. Ate. 252 N of Ate. 3. (610) 356-4778. 
NORRISTOWN-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10 a.m. at Swede and Jacoby Sts. (610) 279-3765. P.O. 
Box 823, Norristown, PA 19404. 
OXFORD-First-day school 10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. 
260 S. 3rd St., Oxford, PA 19363. (610) 932-8572. 

PENNSBURG-Unami Monthly Meeting meets First Days 
at 11 a.m. Meetinghouse at 5th and Macoby Sts. Bruce 
Grimes, clerk: (215) 234-8424. 

PHILADELPHIA-Meetings for worship Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
unless specified otherwise. •indicates clerk's home phone. 

BYBERRY-3001 Byberry-Southampton Ad., 19154. 
(215) 637-7813·. Worship 11 a.m. (June-Aug. 10 a.m.) 
CENTRAL PHILADELPHIA-15th & Cherry Sts., 19102. 
(215) 241-7260. Worship 11 a .m. (July-Aug. 10 a.m.) 
CHELTENHAM..Jeanes Hosp. gmds., 1911 1. 
(215) 342·4544. Worship 11:30 a.m. (Jul.-Aug. 10:30 
a.m.) 

CHESTNUT HILL-100 E. Mennaid Lane, 19118. 
(215) 247-3553. 
FRANKFORD-1500 Orthodox St., 19124. 
(215) 533·5523. 
GERMANTOWN-47 W. Coulter St., 19144. 
(215) 951 ·2235. (August at Green Street.) 
GREEN STREET-45 W. School House Lane, 19144. 
(215) 844-4924. (July at Gennantown.) 
MM OF FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA-4th and 
Arch Sts., 19106. (215) 625-Q627 
UNITY-Unity and Wain Sts., 19124. 
(215) 295-2888·. Worship 7 p.m. Fridays. 

PHOENIXVILLE-Schuylkill Meeting. At. 23 and 
Whitehorse Roads, Phoenixville, PA 19460. (610) 933-
8984. Forum 9 a.m., worship 10 a.m. 
PITTSBURGH-Meeting for worship 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
First-day school10:30 a.m.; 4836 Ellsworth Ave. (412) 
683·2669. 
PLUMSTEAD·Meeting for worship and First-day school 
9:30 a.m. (215) 822·2299. 
PLYMOUTH MEETING-Worship, First-day school 
11:1 5 a.m. Germantown Pike and Butler Pike. 
POCONOS-Ster1ing-Newloundland. Worship group under 
the care of North Branch (Wilkes-Barre) Meeting. (570) 
689-2353 or 689-7552. 

QUAKERTOWN-Richland Monthly Meeting, 244 S. Main 
St., First-day school and meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. 
o RADNOR-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. year-round. First­
day school also 10 a.m. except summer. Conestoga and 
Sproul Roads (Ate. 320), Villanova, Pa. (61 0) 293-1153. 
READING-First-day school10 a.m., meeting 10:15 a.m. 
108 North SiX1h St. (61 0) 372·5345. 

SOLEBURY-Worship 10 a.m., First-day school10 a.m. 
Sugan Rd., 2 miles NW of New Hope. (215) 297-5054. 
SOUTHAMPTON (Bucks Co.)·Worship and First-day 
school ! 0 a .m., adult forum 11 a.m. Street and Gravel Hill 
Ads. (215) 364-Q581 . 
SPRINGFIELD-Meeting and First-day school, 11 a.m., 
W. Springfield and Old Sproul Ads. Del. Co. 328-2424. 

o STATE COLLEGE-Early and late worship 8:30 and 11 
a.m Children's programs 10:45 a.m. Adult discussion on 
most Sundays at 9:45 a.m. 611 E. Prospect Ave., State 
College, PA 16801, phone (814) 237-7051. 

SWARTHMORE-Meeting and First-day school 10 a.m. 12 
Whittier Place, off Route 320. 
TOWANDA-Meeting for worship-unprogrammed. Sundays 
at 10:30 a.m. For location, call (570) 265-6523 or (570) 
888·7873. 
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UPPER DUBLIN-Worship & First-day school10 a.m. Fort 
Washington Ave. & Meetinghouse Rd., near Ambler. (215) 
653-0788. 

VALLEY-1121 Old Eagle School Rd., Wayne (North of 
Swedesford Rd.). Worship and First-day school10 a.m., 
forum 11:10 a.m . Close to Valley Forge, King of Prussia, 
Audubon, and Devon. (610) 688-3564. 
WELLSVILLE-Warrington Monthly Meeting, worship 11 
a.m. Ate. 74 east. Call (717) 432-4203. 

WEST CHESTER-First-day school10:30 a.m ., worship 
10:30. 425 N. High St. Caroline Helmuth, (610) 696-Q491 . 

WEST GROVE-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. 
153 E. Harmony Road, P.O. Box 7, 19390. 

WESTTOWN-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Westtown School campus, Westtown, PA 19395. 

WILKES-BARRE-North Branch Monthly Meeting. 
Wyoming Seminary Lower School, 1560 Wyoming Ave., 
Forty Fort. Sunday school 1 0 a.m., worship 11 a.m. For 
summer and vacations, phone: (570) 824-5130. 

WILLISTOWN-Worship and First-day school 10 a.m. 
Goshen and Warren Ads., Newtown Square, A.D. 1. 
Phone: (610) 356-9799. 

WRIGHTSTOWN-Ate. 413. Meeting for worship Sunday 
1 o a.m. for all. First-day school 10:15 a.m . for children, 
adult time variable. (215) 968-9900. 

YARDLEY-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. First-day school 
follows meeting during winter months. North Main St. 

YORK-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 11 a.m. 135 
W. Philadelphia St. (717) 848-6781 . 

Rhode Island 
PROVIDENCE-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. each First 
Day. 99 Morris Ave., comer of Olney St. (401) 331-4218. 
SAYLESVILLE-Worship 10:30 a.m. each First Day. 
Lincoln-Great Rd. (Ate. 126) at River Rd. 

WESTERLY-Unprogrammed worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. 57 Elm St. (401) 348-7078. 

WOONSOCKET-Smithfield Friends Meeting,108 
Smithfield Road, (Ate 146-A). Worship each First Day at 
10:30 a.m. (401) 762-5726. 

South Carolina 
CHARLESTON-Meeting for worship Sundays 1 0-11 a.m. 
For latest location, call: (843) 723-5820, e-mail: 
<contact@CharlestonMeeting.dyn.dhs.org>, website: 
<http://ChartestonMeeting.dyn.dhs.org>. 

o COLUMBIA-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10 a.m., forum 11 :30 a .m., Harmony School, 
3737 Covenant Rd., (803) 252-2221. Visitors welcome. 

GREENVILLE-Unprogrammed, worship 1 :30 p.m., First 
Christian Church, 704 Edwards Rd. (864) 895-7205. 

HOARY-Worship Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (unprogrammed), 
Grace Gifford, inland, (843) 365-6654. 

SUMTER-Salem Black River Meeting. First Day meeting 
for worship 11 a.m. Call (803) 495-8225 for directions. 

South Dakota 
RAPID CITY-(605) 721-4433. 

SIOUX FALLS AREA FRIEND5-11 a.m. worship and 
First-day school. Phone: (605) 339-1156 or 256-0830. 

Tennessee 
CHATTANOOGA-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 
and children's First-day school 10 a.m. 335 Crestway 
Drive, 37411 . (423) 629-2580. 

CROSSVILLE-Worship 10 a.m., discussion 11 a.m. 184 
Hood Dr. Gladys Draudt, clerk: (931) 277-5354. 
Meetinghouse: (931) 484-0033. 

o JOHNSON CITY-Foxfire Friends unprogrammed worship 
10 a.m. 731 E. Maple, (423) 283-4392 (Edie Patrick) 

MEMPHIS-Meeting for worship (unprogrammed) and First­
day school11 a.m. Discussion 10 a.m. 917 S. Cooper, 
(901) 274-1500. 

NASHVILLE-Meeting for worship (unprogrammed) and 
First-day school 10 a.m. Adult sharing 11 :30 a.m. on 
second and fourth Sundays. 2804 Acklen Ave., (615) 269-
0225. Penelope Wright, clerk. 

WEST KNOXVILLE-Worship and First-day school10 a.m. 
1517 Meeting House Lane, (865) 694-0036. 

Texas 
ALPINE-Meeting for worship, Sunday, 10:30- 11 :30 a.m. in 
the home of George and Martha Floro. Call: (432) 837-
2930 for information. 

AMARILLO-Call (806) 372-7888 or (806) 538-6241. 

AUSTIN-Meeting for worship, Sunday 11 a.m., Hancock 
Recreation Center, 811 E. 41st (W of Red River), Austin, 
Tex. Supervised activities and First-day school for young 
Friends. (512) 452-1841. 

CORPUS CHRISTI-Costal Bend Friends Meeting, meets 
1-2 Sundays per month at 2 p.m. Contact Beverly at (361) 
888-4184 for information. 
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DALLAs-Unprogrammed meeting for worship Sundays 10 
a.m . 5828 Worth St. (214) 821-6543. <www.scym.org/ 
dallas>. 
EL PASO-Meeting at 10 a.m. Sunday. 2821 Idalia, 
El Paso, TX 79930. Please use the back door. Phone: 
(915) 546-5651 . Please leave a message. 
FORT WORTH-Unprogrammed meeting 11 a.m. Sundays 
at Wesley Foundation, 2750 W. Lowden. First-day school 
also at 11 a .m. (817) 531-2324 or 299-8247. 
GALVESTON-Worship, First Day 11 a.m.; 1501 Post 
Office St. Gerald Campbell, Clerk, (409) 762-1785. 

HILL COUNTRY-Unprogrammed meeting 10 a.m., 
discussion 11 a.m. Un~arian Fellowship Bldg., 213 Lorna 
Vista, Kerrville, Tex. Catherine Matlock (830) 257-5673. 
HOUSTON-Live Oak Meeting. Unprogrammed worship 
8:30 and 10 a.m. Sunday and 7 p.m. Wednesday. First­
day school11:15 a.m. Childcare provided. 13 18 W. 26th 
St. (713) 862-6685. 
LUBBOCK-Unprogrammed worship, Sunday morning at 
10:45. Lutheran Student Center, 2615 19th St. Please use 
back door. (806) 799-3307 or 791-4890. 
RIO GRANDE VALLEY-Unprogrammed worship 10:30 a.m. 
Sundays. For location call Carol J. Brown (956) 686-4855. 
SAN ANTONIO-Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m. 
Discussion 11 a.m. at 7052 N. Vandiver. Mail: P.O. Box 
6127, San Antonio, TX 78209. (210) 945-8456. 
TYLER-Unprogrammed. Call: (903) 725-6283. 

Utah 
LOGAN-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school10 
a .m . The Whittier Center, 300 North and 400 East. 
Telephone: (435) 753-1299. 
SALT LAKE CITY-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day 
school10 a.m. Ladies Literary Club, 850 E. South Temple. 
Telephone: (801) 359-1506 or 582-0719. 

Vermont 
BENNINGTON-Worship, Sundays 10 a.m ., Senior Service 
Center, 124 Pleasant St., 1 block north, 1/2 block east of 
intersection of At. 7 and Main St. (Rt. 9). (802) 442-6010. 
BURLINGTON-Worship 10:30 a.m. Sunday, noon 
Wednesday at 173 North Prospect St. Call: (802) 660-
9221 about religious ed. 
o MIDDLEBURY-Worship 10 a.m. at Havurah House, 56 
N. Pleasant St., Middlebury. (802) 388-7684. 

PLAINFIELD-Each Sundayx at 10:30 a.m. Call Alan 
Taplow, (802) 454-4675. 

PUTNEY-Worship, Sunday, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Adu~ 
discussion, 9:30a.m. Singing, 10:15 a.m. Children's 
program, 10:45 a.m. Ate. 5, north of village, Putney. (802) 
258-2599. 
SOUTH STARKSBORO-Unprogrammed worship and 
First-day school Sundays 9:30a.m. Singing 9 a.m. Call 
Robert Turner (802) 453-4927. 
WILDERNESs-Meeting for worship 10 a .m. in Wallingford. 
Rotary Building, N. Main St. Call Kate Brinton, (802) 228-
8942, or Chris O'Gorman, (802) n5-9552. 

Virginia 
ALEXANDRIA-Worship every First Day 11 a.m ., 
unprogrammed worship and First-day school. Woodlawn 
Meeting House, 8 miles S of Alexandria, near U.S. 1. Call 
(703) 781-9185 or 893-9792. 
CHARLOTTESVILLE-Discussion 9:45 a.m., worship 
8:30a.m. and 11 a.m. (childcare available). Summer 
worship only 8:30a.m. and 10 a.m. 1104 Forest St. 
Phone: (434) 971-8859. 
FARMVILLE-Quaker Lake FM, (434) 223-4160. 

FLOYD-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. Call for directions. (540) 745-2365 or 745-6193. 
HARRISONBURG-Valley Friends Meeting. Unprogrammed 
worship, 10 a.m. Sundays, 363 High St., Dayton. (540) 
879-9879. 
HARRISONBURG-Qhio YM. Unprogrammed Christian 
worship, 10:30 a.m. (540) 867-5788 or 433-5871 . 
HERNDON-Singing 10:15 a.m. Worship and First-day 
school10:30 a.m. 660 Spring St. (703) 736-0592. 
LEXINGTON-Maury River Friends. Unprogrammed 
worship Sundays 10 a.m. First-day school 10:20 a.m. 
Child care. 10 mi. Wof Lexington off w. Midland Trail at 
Waterloo Rd. Info: (540) 464-3511 . 
LINCOLN-Goose Creek United Meeting for worship 9:45 
a.m. each First Day. First-day school10 a.m. 
LYNCHBURG-Worship 10:30 a.m. Lynchburg College 
Spimual Life Center, info: Owens, (434) 846-5331 , or 
Koring, (434) 847-4301. 

MCLEAN-Langley Hill Friends Meeting, 6410 Georgetown 
Pike, Mcl ean. Meeting for worship 1 0 a.m ., First-day 
school and "Second hour" at 11 a.m. Babysitting available. 
(703) 442-8394. 
MIDLOTHIAN-Worship 11 a.m., children's First-day school 
11:15 a.m. (804) 598-1676. 
NORFOLK-Worship and First-day school at 10 a.m. 
Phone (757) 627-6317 for information. 

RICHMOND-Worship 9:30 and 11 a.m. 4500 Kensington 
Ave. (804) 358-6185. 

ROANOKE-Worship 10:30 a.m. Usually at Hollins 
Meditation Chapel. Info.: Waring, (540) 343-6769, or 
Fetter, (540) 982-1034. 
VIRGINIA BEACH-Meeting for worship 11 a.m. (based on 
silence). 1537 Laskin Rd., Virginia Beach, VA 23451 . 
(757) 481-5711 . 
WILLIAMSBURG-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 
10 a.m. Sundays, childcare and First-day school, 104 W. 
Kingswood Dr., (757) 253-n52. 
WINCHESTER-Hopewell Centre Meeting. 7 miles N from 
Winchester. Interstate 81 to Clearbrook Exit. Go west on 
Hopewell Rd. 0.7 miles. Tum Left into Hopewell Centre 
Driveway. Unprogrammed meeting for worship 10 a.m. 
First-day school 11 a.m . Clerk: (540) 667-9 114 . E-mail: 
<abacon@ visuall ink.com>. 

Washington 
BELLEVUE-Eastside Friends. 4160 158th Ave. SE. 
Worship 10 a.m., study 11 a.m. (425) 641-3500. 
BELLINGHAM-Bellingham Senior Center, 3 15 Halleck St. 
Unprogrammed worship 1 0 a.m., sharing 11 :30 a.m. 
Children's program. (360) 752-9223; clerk: Susan 
Richardson, (360) 733-5477. 

OLYMPIA-Worship 10 a .m. 219 B Street S.W., Tumwater, 
WA 98502. First Sunday each month potluck breakfast at 
9 a.m. Phone: (360) 438-5440 or 357-3855. 
PORT TOWNSEND-10 a.m. Sunday. (360) 385-7981. 

PULLMAN-See Moscow, Idaho. 
SEATTLE-salmon Bay Meeting at Phinney Center, 
6532 Phinney N.; worship at 10 a.m. (206) 527-0200. 

SEATTLE-Univers~ Friends Meeting, 4001 9th Ave. N.E. 
Quiet worship First Days 9:30 and 11 a.m. 547-6449. 
Accommodations: 632-9839. 
SULTAN-Sky Valley Worship Group. (360) 793-0240. 

TACOMA-Tacoma Friends Meeting, 3019 N. 21st St. 
Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m., First-day discussion 
11 a.m. Phone: 759-1910. 

WALLA WALLA-10 a.m. Sundays. 522-0399. 

West Virginia 
CHARLESTON-Worship Sundays 10 a.m. Wellons 
(304) 345-8659 or Mininger (304) 756-3033. 
MORGANTOWN-Monongalia Friends Meeting. Every 
Sunday 11 a.m. Phone: Keith Garbutt, (304) 292-1261 . 
PARKERSBURG-Mid-Ohio Valley Friends. See Marietta, 
Ohio, listing. 

Wisconsin 
BELOIT-Unprogrammed worship 11 a.m. Sundays, 
811 Clary St. Phone: (608) 365-5858. 
o EAU CLAIRE-Worship at 10:30 (9:30 June--Aug.) 
preceded by singing. 416 Niagara St. Call (715) 833-1138 
or 87 4-6646. 
GREEN BAY AREA-Fox Valley Friends Meeting, Sundays 
11 a.m. September-May meetings at St. Joseph's Church 
in Oneida. June--August meetings in members' homes. 
Call (920) 863-8837 for directions. 
KENOSHA-RACINE-Unprogrammed worship on Sundays 
at 10 a.m. 880 Green Bay Rd., Kenosha. (262) 552-6838. 
<www.geocities.com/quakerfriendsi>. 
KICKAPOO VALLEY FRIENDs-Gays Mills. Worship 
Sunday 11 a.m. Children's program 1st and 3rd Sundays 
(608) 637-2060. E-mail:<chakoian@mailbag.com>. 
MADISON-Meetinghouse, 1704 Roberts Ct., (608) 
256-2249. Unprogrammed worship Sunday at 9 and 
11 a.m., Wednesday at 7 a.m., 12 noon, 5:15p.m., and 
8:30 p.m. Children's classes at 11 a.m. Sunday. 
MADISON/MONONA-Yahara Friends. Unprogrammed 
worship, Sundays 10:30 a.m. 4503 Winnequah Rd., 
Monona. (608) 441-9193. Web: <home.att.netl 
-yaharafriendsi>. 
MENOMONIE-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. 1718 10th 
St. Phone: (715) 658-1042. 
o MILWAUKEE-Meeting for worship 10:15 a.m . 
3224 N. Gordon Pl. Phone (414) 332-9846 or 263-2111. 
OSHKOSH-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. on Sunday. 
(920) 233-5804. 
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The Resident Study Program 
Our Resident Study Program remains a unique 
experiment in adult education--a place to gain knowledge 
and insight while deepening your awareness of God 
and of your own path in the world. 

All the components of this innovative 
program - engaging classes, daily worship, communal 
work, shared meals, social action, community activities­
interconnect to form an experience that is greater than 
the sum of its parts. 

Residents may pursue a variety of projects during 
their time at Pendle Hill. Our proximity to Philadelphia 
as well as our close relationship with Swarthmore College 
provide a diversity of resources for residents. Endowed 
scholarships may be available for some special topics. 

Sabbaticals at Pendle Hill 
One of the needs of life is occasional "time off" for refreshment and renewal. Too often during sabbatical times, precious days 
of retreat get swallowed in work. For years, professors and religious leaders from diverse backgrounds and faith traditions 
have found Pendle Hill to be an oasis of quiet for reflection and contemplation. Why not return to your calling after a different 
kind of sabbatical, one that also refreshes the spirit? 

Wk-~~-~~~ W4' 
"My residence at Pendle Hill 

has added greatly to my formation 
as a Quaker. My grounding in 
contemplation and activism has 
been strengthened and renewed­
that which I gained, I will not 
lose. Staff and students were valuable 
"helps meet," accompanying me 
during my dark night journey and 
during forays in exploring theology, 

~ art, music and writing." 
- Laura Melly, Resident Program student 2002-2003 

Contact Bobbi Kelly to find out more: 
800.742.3150 (U.S. only) ext. 137 

610.566.4507 ext. 137 
admissions@pendlehill.org 

FRIENDS Jo uRNAL October 2003 

W~w~~~ 
~~-1-P~Hal 

~~~t' 
Tenn Dates 

Winter 2004: January 2-March 13 
Spring 2004: March 26- June 5 

Or consider 2004-2005 

I PENDLE HILL 
A Quaker Center for Study and Contemplation 
338 Plush Mill Road ·Wallingford, PA 19086 
www.pendlehill.org 
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American Friends Service Committee 

Invest in YOUR Priorities 
.. "'l!!at~~~!fltu. ity with the American F iends Serv~ 
nrn1V1ti1PA you with a depen~le SOurce Of inCOJDe in a 0 

AFSC Charitable 
Gift Annuity 60 5.7% 

Rates 61 5.8 

(One Life*) 62 5.9 

63 5.9 

Gift Criteria 64 6.0 

• If your gift annuity is funded 
65 6.0 

within 6 months of your next 66 6.1 

birthday. use the annuity rate 67 6.2 
for your age as of your next 68 6.3 
birthday. 

69 6.4 
• Income beneficiaries must 70 6.5 

be age 60 for immediate 71 6.6 
annuity payments. Income 

72 6.7 beneficiaries under age 60 
can fund deferred payment 73 6.8 
annuities. 74 6.9 

• Your first gift annuity with 75 7.1 
AFSC requires a minimum 76 7.2 
gift of $10,000. cash and 

77 7.4 publicly traded securities are 
customary funding assets. 78 7.6 

• If you have a gift annuity with 
79 7.8 

AFSC, you can fund 80 8.0 
additional gift annuities for as 81 8.3 
little as $2,000. For 82 8.5 
additional gift annuities, you 

83 8.8 will receive the annuity rate 
for your current age. 84 9.2 

85 9.5 

86 9.9 
American Friends Service Committee 

*For two lives, contact the 87 10.2 
Office of Gift Planning 88 10.6 Office of Gift Planning 
Toll-free 1-888-588-2372, ext. #3 89 11.0 1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia PA 19102-1479 
E-Mail: GiftPianning@afsc.org 

90 + 11.3 www.afsc.org 
FJ03 
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