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Among Friends 

Reflections and a Welcome 

W:en we published Anne Barschall's "On Marriage and Divorce-With a 
roposition Bound to be Controversial" in June, we suspected it.would 
icit a response. We agreed that Friend Barschall raised some interesting 

and valid points, although Senior Editor Robert Dockhorn and I wouldn't necessarily 
have come to the same conclusions as our author. We did hear from many of you, by 
phone, email, and letters. One article in this issue, Ron McDonald's "Reflections on 
the Purpose of Marriage" (p. 8), arrived in direct response; another, Nancy Wick's 
"Saying 'I Do' Anew" (p. 11) reflects on the value of renewing marriage vows under 
the care of one's meeting. 

Ron McDonald makes some excellent points, and I am particularly taken with his 
thoughts that "marriage creates a sanctuary where people can learn to love as equals" 
(which, he observes, is not inborn) and "marriages are like crucibles where iron ore is 
heated so that the slag can be discarded and steel can be formed," capturing both the 
sacred and the gritty elements of a good marriage. Next month my husband, Adam, 
and I will celebrate our 25th wedding anniversary, and I must say I can honestly 
appreciate those observations! Ron McDonald suggests that we need to share and 
better support each other within our meeting communities by being much more open 
about the challenges and rewards of our own marriages. It's a useful suggestion I hope 
Friends will take to heart. 

During my years in New York Yearly Meeting, co-directing Powell House with 
my husband, I became keenly aware of the remarkable amount of prison ministry that 
is taking place in that yearly meeting. In this issue, we acknowledge that ministry in a 
small way with the inclusion of Edward Stabler's "Auburn Prison Friends Meeting 
after 30 Years" (p. 16), and two pieces by Quaker prisoners: lsmael Melendez's "To 
Friends: A Call to Duty" (p. 18) and John Mandala's "Service: Prisoners Doing 
Ministry" (p. 20). I imagine that serving a prison sentence at any time is difficult to 
bear, which our criminal justice system purposefully intends. To be incarcerated 
during a period such as the one in which we are living, with terrorist threats 
abounding and great uncertainty affecting all in the U.S., must increase the burden of 
incarceration considerably. In light of this, I am especially impressed with John 
Mandala's recounting of ways that prisoners find to be of service, despite the 
extremely limited circumstances within which they must function. To meet and serve 
the needs of others is surely one of the best ways to overcome a sense of helplessness in 
the face of overwhelming circumstances. Given the present condition of our nation, a 
good many of us could benefit from gaining the perspective that John Mandala writes 
about, including our nation's leaders. 

Much of my summer has been focused on hiring. H erb Ertel, our webmanager 
(living and working for us in Washington, D.C.), resigned this spring after taking on 
a vety demanding new full-time job working with OMB Watch (an organization that 
promotes government accountability and citizen participation). We miss him, but 
understand his passion to effect social change. We posted the position and received 
111 applications, most from exceedingly well qualified individuals. I'm pleased to 
announce that I've appointed Peter Deitz, of Montreal, Canada, to take over this 
post. Peter, a U.S. citizen, holds degrees from McGill University and the University 
ofToronto. While growing up, he first encountered Quakers at Camp Onas in 
Pennsylvania, and then later, at the camps of Farm and Wilderness in Vermont. Peter 
acquired his web skills working for an Internet development company in New York 
City and later joined the staff of Farm and Wilderness as a freelance web designer. 
Now residing in Canada, he is eager to put his web skills to use in the service of 
nonprofit organizations working for peace and social justice. We are delighted to have 
him join us! 
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Forum 

No Quaker presidents? 
In her article, "With Malice toward 

None, Charity toward All" (F]Jan.), Anna 
Poplawska wrote, "It may pay us to consider 
that a practicing Quaker would never be 
elected as president and that such a president 
w?uld ~ost likely be a lamentable if noble 
failure. 

Herbert Hoover was a Quaker and, 
while I do not know how active he was in 
Quaker organizations, he certainly carried 
out some high-level international relief 
efforts both before and after his presidency, 
showing that he practiced his Quaker beliefs. 

Richard Nixon was a Quaker in good 
standing in Whittier (Calif.) Meeting. 
Whatever we may think of his presidency, 
his meeting staunchly resisted repeated 
suggestions by others that he be read out of 
meeting. 

Walter W. Haines 
Averill Park, N.Y. 

Drugs before meeting? 
Moreland Smith's article on "Spirituality 

and Our Bodies" (F]June) emphasizes the 
important connection between one's body 
and one's spiritual condition. 

However, I am concerned about his 
suggestion that Quakers take a caffeine 
tablet before meeting if one has not rested 
well the night before. Do we need drugs to 
increase our spiritual connection with God 
and each other? If so, what drugs are 
encouraged? 

Starshine 
Great Falls, Mont. 

Therapists and censure 
Anne Barschall's article "On Marriage 

and Divorce-with a Proposition Bound to 
Be Controversial" (F] June) is on target 
when she notes that influential people and 
institutions err when they encourage people 
to believe that marriage is primarily an 
institution of personal fulfillment. Yet on 
the same page where she quotes Jesus about 
removing the log from one's own eye before 
attempting to remove the same in the eyes of 
others, she blankecly refers to therapists as 
"purveyors of the false belief that the 
purpose of life is to feel good," and 
essentially describes therapists as divorce 
pushers. As a family therapist of 30 years, a 
colleague and teacher of hundreds of 
therapists, and a husband of 32 years, I've 
never taught or purveyed such beliefs, nor 
have I had colleagues who did. I don' t doubt 
that a minority of therapists unethically play 
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god this way, but I also don't doubt that a 
minority of members of Anne Barschall's 
profession (attorneys) unethically play god at 
times too. Profession-bashing doesn't belong 
in FRIENDS jOURNAL. 

I also can't join her in her central 
proposal that meetings censure those 
members who seek divorce or, as she puts it, 
"dump their spouses." I greatly value 
Quaker meetings but don't trust that the 
people involved-including me-are so wise 
as to know who should be married and who 
not. Every day I encourage married, 
engaged, unmarried, and divorcing couples 
not to be impulsive; not solely to trust their 
feeling state; to consider, thoughtfully and 
carefully, their decisions within a larger 
social context; especially to value the needs 
of children; to value peace, honesty, 
forgiveness, ethics, and conciliation. But I 
dare not be so arrogant as to judge who 
should be married and who not. Life is too 
big a mystery for such absolutism. 

Robert Pugh 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Resources on sexuality 
Thanks to John Calvi for challenging 

Friends with his provocative article, 
"Quakers, Sexuality, and Spirituality" (F] 
June). Forty years ago, Friends were leaders 
in promoting positive approaches to 
educating people of all ages about sexuality. 
British Friends wrote Toward a Quaker View 
of Sex; Mary Calderone organized SIECUS 
(Sexuality Information Council of the 
United States); David Mace urged us to 
find A Christian Response to the Sexual 
Revolution; Eric Johnson wrote Love and Sex 
in Plain Language and challenged a Friends 
General Conference plenary with his talk, 
"What is Sexual Morality?" I hope John 
Calvi's statement will revitalize our 
discourse on this topic of vital importance in 
a society that is so confused and 
contradictory about sex. 

Some religious groups have taken an 
active role in educating their congregations, 
particularly their young people, to make the 
difficult decisions many face regarding their 
sexual lives. Meetings and individuals may 
want to explore the outstanding OWL (Our 
Whole Lives) curricula developed by the 
Unitarian Universalist Association and the 
United Church Board for Homeland 
Ministries "for all who have ever struggled to 
perceive human sexuality as the gift that it 
is." The series provides complete lessons for 
grades K-1, 4-6, 7-9, 10-12, and for 
adults. See <http://www.uua.org>. 

Friends can access a variety of Quaker 

resources at the excellent website developed 
by Ken Stockbridge: <sexuality.quaker.org>. 
Focused on integrating sexuality and 
spirituality, the website includes relevant 
Faith and Practice excerpts, meeting 
minutes, key pamphlets, and a chance to 
join in e-mail dialogue. What do you think 
of]ohn Calvi's message? 

Peggy Brick 
Kennett Square, Pa. 

Another reason to support 
FWCC 

In my report on the Friends World 
Committee for Consultation 2004 Triennial 
in New Zealand (F]June)-perhaps because 
I was reporting on my personal experience at 
the Triennial-! failed to point out the 
absolutely crucial connection between • 
FWCC and Quaker United Nations Office. 
Because FWCC is an umbrella organization 
for Friends worldwide, it has consultative 
status at the UN, which makes possible the 
Quaker work at the United Nations offices 
in New York and Geneva. In order to 
continue the work ofQUNO, FWCC's 
world office must be supported. 

Marvin Hubbard 
Normanby, Dunedin, New Zealand 

July was very special 
What a collection of treasures is 

contained in your July issue on Aging and 
Life's End! I found it to be a wonderful 
compendium of clear thinking and heartfelt 
insights. This issue is definitely a keeper. 

Arden Buck 
Nederland, Colo. 

We are all religious educators 
I am a member ofPumey (Vt.) Meeting 

and a new member of our Adult Study 
Group Committee. I was inspired by the 
words I read in Faith and Practice, 
originating from Britain Yearly Meeting's 
Friends Education Council: 

The drive for religious education in our Society 
must come from our membership as a whole. 
While the problem of meeting the existing 
demands for such instruction is a pressing one, 
a much more urgent matter is that of 
awakening a sense of the need for this task to be 
undertaken. 

' 
These last words spoke to me. Clearly they 
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were written for the entire meeting as new 
members search for a better understanding, 
and more seasoned Friends help fill this need 
as they deepen their understanding as well. 
This education and sharing is a rich Quaker 
tradition, as Friends search for Truth. 

Truth comes to us in so many unique 
ways. A poet in the meeting has written a 
piece that speaks to members through 
carefully chosen words, designed to spark an 
emotion, inspire an action. A painter sees 
the world with a certain clarity or 
abstraction and designs a work of art rich in 
color and composition, something to share 
and touch others. A musician's opus, 
composed from the heart, brings us closer to 
Truth through irs sheer beauty, its 
complexities, and irs spirituality. We don't 
have to understand music, poetry, and art to 
feel inspired by them. We need to recognize 
that they are an essential part of the meeting, 
each a fine thread weaving in and out of our 
community, connecting us as we gather in 
silence to worship together. There is a 
dancer who brings the experience of 
movement; a singer leads us in song; the 
botanist has an understanding of the plant 
world; the carpenter, the photographer and 
the doctor all enrich us-but first they 
must be willing to share their work in this 
for~. Recently a Friend was knitting 
durmg our Study Group, a steady click­
click, click-dick, in the background, a 
metronome of sortS, keeping the discussion 
alive. At the close I asked her what she was 
making. W ithout missing a stitch she told 
me it was a lap throw for someone who was 
ill and needed a warm blanket. The work 
was for the comfort of a stranger in need. I 
can do this too! 

Last year a conscientious objector 
spoke to the meeting about his experience 
in Europe during World War II. Along 
with his story he brought a handful of 
letters he had written to his mother. A 
bundle ofletters yellow with age, carefully 
bound together, preserved with love, and 
chosen to save and share. A nurse in the 
meeting will bring what she/he has learned 
through a lifetime of providing comfort to 
those in need. T he young mother, a stay­
at-home father, grandparents, and all 
those in between, each have a unique 
contribution to make in the adult study 
group in their meeting. 

Isn't it true that while we worship in 
silence, we are not alone, bur seek T ruth 
together? 

Nancy] Lang 
West Wardsboro, Vr. 

Continued on page 48 
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Viewpoint 

Face to face in Mghanistan: 
through a woman's eyes 

The most haunting images of the war 
in Afghanistan for me are the dark eyes of 
~e Afghan women, peering out from be­
hmd the burqa. Despite the "liberation," 
many remain cloistered in their garments. 
Ofren I wonder how the war has changed 
their lives. Are they better off now under 
U.S. occupation than under the Taliban? 
What do they think of Americans in the 
occupying army, particularly U.S. women 
who enjoy freedoms Afghan women are 
denied? I long to hear and understand the 
voices of these enshrouded sisters, half a 
world away. 

A friend shared some letters from her 
niece, Cynthia, that provided insight into 
my wonderings. Cynthia is an African 
~erican woman in her mid-20s, serving 
m an army medical unit in Afghanistan. 
She grew up in a hard-working, blue col­
lar Philadelphia family, and is a dedicated 
soldier. A gritty honesty in her words 
captured my attention. 

In her first letter she wrote: 
"Everything is well here. No one has 

gotten injured to the point of nonrepair. 
O n December 1, I got tasked out with a 
platoon of infantry to search the local 
villages. It wasn't too bad. A lot of their 
women are sickly [and] oppressed. T hese 
children are beautiful. While out we found 
a f~ bombs and mortar shells. The op­
eranon was pretty successful. Also, we got 
attacked by rockers. They missed by 2,000 
meters. No one got hurt. On the 17th 
w_e're going out to the villages to help and 
g1ve medical aid . I can't wait." 

Cynthia's voice charmed me and be­
spoke her youth. I was struck by her 
matter-of-fact tone as she wrote about 
coming under rocker fire and her eager­
ness to return to the danger w ne to 
offer aid. As I read her second letter, I 
hoped to learn more about the village 
women from her unvarnished point of 
view. ExcerptS follow: 

"I just got your package. You guys 
ro~k! My friends and I thank you. Every­
thing here is going well. I just got in from 
a 14-day mission. It was the pitS. The first 
?ay, it rained on us-freezing, cold ground 
m the open. T his was the worst mission 

I've ever been on. The only good part was 
the women of the villages that we searched. 
Most tried to feed me. Very few were 
afraid and others were just stunned that I 
was a female. I ate a lot of native food. It 
would be disrespectful to turn them down. 
Thanks again for the care package. It was 
very needed." 

Many women in Afghanistan rarely 
come face to face with women from an­
other village, let alone an army medic 
from the U.S. So, naturally, they were 
surprised to meet Cynthia. Despite pub­
lic warnings from Muslim clerics about 
"evil Americans," the women of the vil­
lages were not afraid of Cynthia and they 
tried to feed her. Perhaps the women 
shared their food out of gratitude because 
they had made a link between the U.S. 
presence and their new constitution. Per­
haps they had hopes for new freedoms 
they have long been denied. 

Another friend, Krystyna, who had 
grown up in communist-occupied Po­
land, gave me deeper insightS when I 
shared this story. She explained to me, 
"By offering hospitality to the commu­
nistS; we held our heads up in spite of our 
situation. We are still human and the 
people who occupied our country are hu­
man, too. People are everywhere the same. 
By showing kindness to our occupiers, we 
showed that we would not hide and cower, 
but would do what is civil and right." 

I still long to hear, firsthand, the voices 
of the Afghan women. But mywonderings 
have been somewhat satisfied through rhe 
voices of Cynthia and Krystyna. I believe 
that Afghan women shared their food to 
create common ground with the people 
in the occupying army. T heir hospitality 
spoke of their goodness and civility. These 
impoverished women showed kindness 
and character when they came face to face 
with a woman in the U.S. army. Their 
actions bespoke a humane and generous 
impulse that is usually drowned out by 
the shrieks and shrill cries of the howling 
harridans of war. 

Laura Roberts 
Lansdale, Pa. 
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S 
everal years ago this somewhat 
disorganized, go-with-the-flow, 
inspiration-over-discipline kind 
of Quaker surprised herself, and 

probably God: she committed to a daily 
spiritual discipline. You have to under­
stand, I'm just not the daily routine kind 
of person. I have never needed the scaf­
folding of routine to be productive or 
happy, and as far as work goes, who needs 
discipline if you love what you do? 

But there was this opportunity called 
the Spiritual Nurture Program for Friends 
in our area, and I really wanted what it 
had to offer. What the program demand­
ed in return was that participants commit 
to a daily discipline. 

I decided that my spiritual practice 
would be a combination of journaling, 
which I had done for decades anyway, 
reading the Bible and other fai th texts, 
and prayer and meditation. I will confess 
that I immediately started a new, separate 
journal for my spiritual practice. I soon 
and uncomfortably realized the implica-

Kat Griffith is a member ofWinnebago Friends 
Worship Group in east-central Wisconsin. An 
earlier version of this article was published in the 
january 2004 issue of Sacred Journey: The 
Journal of Fellowship in Prayer. 
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tion of this: that my spiritu­
al life was somehow separate 
from the rest of my life. I 
wanted my "spiritual" jour­
nal to be prayerful and rev­
erent and Spiritually 
Correct-and I wanted to 
rant, complain, dither, 
blather, and do all the things 
I had always done in my 
"regular" journal. 

Hmm ... where did I get 
the idea that God would be 
looking over my shoulder in 
one journal but not the 
other? I found I was censor­
ing my "spiritual journal" to 
keep the ugly things out, to 
the point that it was dearly 

Finally, the 
rtght yraxer 

crjstallizea in 
my mind: JJGod, 

ylease help 
everyone to hear 

You in the 
music, however 

I flay it." 

Lord, standing in the 
need of prayer." 

I started applying 
prayers like so many 
bandages to the scrapes, 
sores, and wounds of 
my life- those I 
authored, and those I 
suffered. I didn't always 
know how to do this. 
Sometimes the best 
prayer I could manage 
was a prayer to want to 
pray-to want to invite 
inward transformation, 
to risk encounter with 
the Divine. 

dishonest. And I started to get embar­
rassed about some of what I wrote in my 
regular journal. The question, "Would I 
want God to read this?" started to pop up 
for me. T his was a hugely important place 
for me to be: face to face with the honest­
to-goodness me-with God watching. 

I am happy to say that I soon dispensed 
with the special journal and made do with 
one. Wz"nce. I found that it was, after all, 
"not my brother, not my sister, but me, oh 

Then, sometime that 
first year, I had my first 

experience with being taken over by a 
prayer, overpowered by it. Women who've 
given birth will know what I mean. It's 
like when you get the urge to push the 
baby out. At first there's an element of 
volition in it. You can choose to push, or 
fight the urge and hold back. But once 
you start pushing, there's no going back. 
The contraction takes over your entire 
body. You are nothing but a vehicle for a 
cosmic push; you go along with it because 
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you no longer have any choice. 
I have prayers like that. They hijack 

me, midstream to someplace else, and 
take me where they want me to go. I am 
so grateful for them; they feel like the true 
inbreakings of God, the moments when I 
am closest to the Spirit. I think those 
prayers are when God says, "Move over, 
kiddo, I've got plans for your prayer today. 
I've got plans for you today." 

I don't have prayers like that every day. 
But until I started praying regularly, I 
never did, and I thought I was the author 
of my prayers. Hah! Now I know better. 
At their best, the prayers author me. 

Have you ever been troubled by the 
"Ask, and you shall receive" idea? For me 
it has always brought to mind the kind of 
asking in the song, "Mercedes Benz": 
"Oh, Lord, won't you buy me a Mercedes 
Benz, my friends all have Porsches, I must 
make amends .... "I've never thought it 
would reflect well on God to indulge us 
like that. To be honest, I have not known 
God to indulge me in that way. That sort 
of prayer just hasn't worked for me, what­
ever the Bible seems to say. 

I've come to believe that learning what 
to ask for is the real spiritual challenge. I 
need to let my prayers evolve. When a 
prayer isn't the right one, my heart knows 
it and is restless. Usually, if I keep trying, 
I eventually come to the right prayer. I 
always know when it is- I get what early 
Quakers called the "peace penny'': a quiet, 
inner assurance, a sense of"turning, turn­
ing, till I've come 'round right." Very 
often, I get a new angle on a problem I've 
been struggling with, a clearer under­
standing of what I must do, a robust sense 
of purpose. 

I still remember vividly the time some 
years ago when I first experienced a wrong 
prayer evolving into a right one. I was to 
play in a small community concert that 
afternoon, and I was worried about it. I 
started praying anxiously to play well. 
Something told me that this was not the 
right prayer. So I modified the prayer to 
"Help me to be satisfied with how I play." 
I added, for good measure, ''And help 
everyone else to be satisfied, too!" A bit 
better, but still fundamentally, "God, sup­
port my pride!" I continued to flounder 
around, and got to, "Help me and every­
one to enjoy the music." Finally, the right 
prayer crystallized in my mind: "God, 
please help everyone to hear You in the 
music, however I play it." Instantly, I had 
a most extraordinary experience: I heard, 
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clear as a bell, the music I was to play that 
afternoon. It was absolutely perfect, 
absolutely beautiful, and breathtakingly 
real. I felt the presence of the Spirit as pal­
pably at that moment as I ever have. 

I don't know how the audience experi­
enced the music that afternoon, but I 
played with joy and an unfamiliar sort of 
confidence. Not confidence that I would 
play particularly well, but a deeper confi­
dence that all who opened their hearts to 

the music could hear what I had heard 
and be moved and brought closer to God. 

In the end, I have found that my true 
prayers always boil down to "Thy will be 
done." But that prayer itself is rarely satis­
factory for me. My problem is often that 
I don't know how to cooperate with the 
divine will-or I know perfectly well, but 
can't get past my self-absorbed attitude to 
do it! "Ego static," petty resentments, fail­
ures to love, wounded pride, hurt feelings, 
and my unwillingness to forgive can all 
get in the way of my hearing or doing 

what I am pretty sure God wants me to 
do at any given time. 

These days, I pray for clarity on how 
God wants to use me, how I can be an 
instrument of God's love, how I can be 
God's hands here on Earth. I pray for God 
to use the flawed vessel that is me, if pos­
sible, in the service of God's will, and to 
mold and transform me in the process. 

That is the prayer that always seems to 
be the right one, or that leads me to the 
right one. When I ask for this, I always 
receive. Not always a bouquet of roses­
no! Sometimes I am handed a Really 
Hard Thing To Do. Sometimes I get a 
kick in the pants. But I also get the privi­
lege of feeling the Spirit in the driver's seat 
with me, guiding me to places I'd never 
have dared or known to go to on my own, 
places of incomparable beauty and love. 
Now I know to invite the Spirit aboard, 
because I know what it is to go soaring off 
on the wings of a prayer. 0 

If I take the wings of the morning 

Catch a moment within 

racing flight of hummingbird, 

open a light speck between 

two sparrow feathers, 

craft a hinge 

to join tone and silence. 

If a fleeing soul could lodge 

in that space, 

she'd think: safe at last. 

But then, in would slip 

an infinitesimal breath, 

Jesus there asking, with 

all the love in the world, 

"You were going somewhere?" 

-Joyce B. Adams 

]ryce B. Adams is a member of Bwomington (Ind.) Meeting. 
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Reflections on the Purpose of If, however, the rebel continues to 
maintain a non-anxious, nonreactive 'T ' 
position, eventually someone in the dys­
functional system may emerge from the 
fray with a meek "I": "To tell you the 
truth, I think you might be right." Finally 
an ally is born, leading others to say "I," 
and the system changes. 

• 

by Ron McDonald 

What Anne Barschall suggests is a 
strong "I" position. The subtitle to her 
essay, "With a Proposition Bound to be 
Controversial," indicates that Anne knew 
she is taking a rebel position that will 
evoke a lot of antagonism. And what I 
have to say is mostly in disagreement with 
her position, but I hope that it is seen as 
supporting her attempt to address a seri­
ous social malady. 

For the last 40 years, marriages have 
been in trouble. Half of them end 
in divorce. Abuse is common. 

Disturbed children are almost the norm 
now, coming from so many dysfunction­
al situations. Hundreds of therapists in 
every city in the United States make their 
living counsel ing distressed couples. 
These therapists (I'm one of them) know 
that they are about as successful as addic­
tion rehabilitation counselors are-that 
is, not very. Ministers who marry couples 
know that no matter how much premar­
ital counseling they do, they can still 
expect to hear that half of those marriages 
will fail. 

What are we to do? If premarital coun­
seling and marital therapy can't change 
what's happening, is there something cul­
turally systemic causing this malady? 

Anne Barschall ("On Marriage and 
Divorce-with a Proposition Bound to 
Be Controversial," F]June) thinks so. She 
asserts that Quaker communities need to 
censure Friends who divorce in order to 
put teeth in the promise to remain mar­
ried "until death do us part." She adds, 
"Few of us are willing to speak out in con­
science against any divorce." And, "The 
only hope for lifelong marriage lies in reli­
gious faith that marriage is supposed to 
go on." She also adds, "We cannot be 
truly committed to lifelong marriage 
unless we ... are willing to be sympathetic 
to those in pain without recommending or 
even supporting a decision for divorce." 

I think she is on to something, for it is 
high time that we take marital problems 
out of the counseling room and into the 
open world where we live and worship. 
Marriages are in trouble today partly 
because they have been dealt with so pri­
vately. They are suffering for systemic, 
Ron McDonald, a member of Memphis (Tenn.) 
Meeting, is a pastoral counsehr, folksinger, story­
teller, and writer. 
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public reasons-not just private, psycho­
logical ones. Anne Barschall is right that 
we need to consider systemic changes in 
order to treat this marriage/divorce cycle. 

Systems are relatively easy to change, 
but that change is very hard to sustain. In 
dysfunctional relationships and groups, 
the most common operative word used is 
"you." People in dysfunctional systems 
"you" each other to death: "Why do you 
do that?" "There you go again." "You're 
always doing it wrong." In dysfunctional 
systems, people can't see their own faults 
because they are so focused on blaming 
someone else. If I think you have to 

change, I can't do anything about it other 
than put pressure on you. And if you push 
back, all that will happen is we will each 
paralyze the other. Dysfunctional rela­
tionships are stuck fast. 

To avoid this impasse, all one has to do 
is stop saying "you," and say "I." "I am 
going to do it this way, this time." Sud­
denly the whole system shifts. One person 
has stepped outside of the "you" -ing. 

In response, parties who are deter­
mined to maintain the status quo in a 
group will likely do one of two predictable 
things: first they might be 

I couldn't help but respond inwardly to 
one of Anne Barschall's questions. She 
wonders with incredulity how any thera­
pist could ask a couple, "Why do you stay 
married?" To be candid, I have often 
asked that question of couples who are 
fighting and hating one another. How­
ever, I don't ask it because I am suggesting 
they divorce. I ask it because I know that 
if a couple is engaged in an ostensibly hos­
tile and highly dysfunctional marriage, 
but not breaking up, there has to be an 
unseen reason for them to choose to 

remain together. A couple whose mem­
bers show mostly hatred for each other 
are living in their own shadows, and my 
task as their counselor is not only to 
understand why they are doing this, but 
also to help them find their way to the 
light. If they can tell me why they stay 
married, perhaps I can help them step out 
of the shadows. 

Anne Barschall writes that marriage is 
"an institution for promoting financial and 

seductive. "That's not a bad 
idea, but you know that won't 
work in the long run. Besides, 
we really need you here." A 
kind but pseudo-supportive 
expression said at an oppor­
tune time is calculated to get 
the rebel to give in and return 
to form. And if that doesn't 
work, the ante may be upped 

It is high time that we take 
marital problems out of the 

counseling room and into the 
open world where we I ive 

and worship. 
to sabotage. "Well! If you are 
going to do something that off-the-wall, 
then you'll see what a mess it'll cause." 
Someone might blow up in a rage or col­
lapse in tears, or even get sick or injured, 
actions aimed at coercing the rebel back 
into old ways. 

emotional stability for families." This 
seems like a valid purpose, but I think it 
is out-dated for two reasons. First, mar­
riage changed radically when human­
kind learned how to control procreation 
with effective methods of birth control. 
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Marriages are like crucibles 
where iron ore is heated 

so that the slag can be 
discarded and steel can be 

formed. 

Sex and procreation are no longer as 
closely associated as they used to be. It 
can be argued that a main reason for the 
institution of marriage was to give cou­
ples a way to make love without produc­
ing unsupported children. Now birth 
control does the same thing. Marriage is 
no longer needed as a protection from 
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irresponsible concepcion. 
Second, marriage is better understood 

as a covenant, not as a contract. A contract 
is an agreement that binds people to cer­
tain actions. T he theological idea of a 
covenant is a sharing of responsibility. 
Both are similar, but the difference is 
embedded in the word "responsibility." 

Responsibility is best under­
stood when we divide the 
word in half response and 
ability-the ability to 
respond. As we mature, we 
gather a larger repertoire of 
responses to various prob­
lems. Our ability to respond 
appropriately or effectively 
gets better. When newly 
married, our ability to 
respond to the inevitable 
problems of partnership is 
limited, but our ability 
increases as we mature. The 
covenant of marriage, as I 
see it, is a covenant to 
increase our ability to 
respond-to become more 
responsible to one another. 

Anne Barschall writes 
that Quakers do not strong-
ly encourage partners to 
reject divorce, no matter 
what. Despite this, we 
administer vows of lifelong 
commitment. Therefore, 
she concludes, "Our atti­
tude toward marriage is 
fraudulent." I think that a 
better way to look at mar­
riage is that it is bankrupt. 
Something that is bankrupt .... 
is still of great value, but it ~ 
must be restructured in E 

~ 

order to work correctly. ~ 
Anne Barschall's questions ~ 
do not lead me to the idea {! 
that Quaker communities ~ 
need to censure Friends who 1 
divorce. Instead, I think we i;! 

need to redefine the purpose ~ 
of marriage. ~ 

What I like best about ~ 
what she says is that mar- ~ 
riage is not about personal ~ 
fulfillment. There is some- ~ 
thing narcissistic about i::'> 
that idea, and I think she ~ 
is right that a mistaken ~ 
belief in this pseudo-purpose ~ 
is part of the reason why 

marriages don't survive. 
After reading her article, I asked a few 

people what they think is the purpose of 
marriage. Here are some well-considered 
replies: "It is a reference point, a place to 
return to as we embark on life's adven­
tures." "It is part of a new identity." "It 
extends the family onto new ground." "It 
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is about the creation of a new family 
core." "It helps to isolate affection so that 
couples can feel more secure and trust­
ing." "It encourages us to stay with some­
one, which is inherently difficult." 

In my work as a marriage counselor, I 
find that the two leading reasons why 
marriages don't work are: first, the poison 
of addiction; and second, because one 
partner becomes more responsible while 
the other does not--one matures and 
develops a larger repertoire of responses, 
while the other fails to mature and con­
tinues to use outdated responses to prob­
lems. Both of these are fractures of the 
covenant. With addictions, the covenant 
is broken because all covenants depend on . 
good faith, and when people get sub-

meetings should hold couples account­
able for their vow to stay married, censur­
ing them if they divorce. But sin, accord­
ing to theologian Paul Tillich, is a state of 
being rather than a wrong action. He sees 
sin as a state of estrangement from oneself, 
from one's loved ones, from one's com­
munity, and from God. Sin, rather than a 
single mistake, is a much more existential 
problem that calls us to the source of for­
giveness- God. We should correct as 
much of our sinning behaviorally as we 
can, but no matter how good we act, we 
cannot correct the state of sin or estrange­
ment we live in without divine grace. 

One aspect of Quakerism that has 
evolved greatly since its origins is that 
Friends have become less focused on rigid, 

proper behavior and more on 

Good marriages nowadays 
are between couples who 

have worked hard at learning 
to love well and love deeply. 

love. By opening our Relig­
ious Society up to marriages 
outside of the Quaker faith, 
to liberal dress and behavioral 
codes, to music and art, and 
to other more liberal expres­
sions of our faith, we have 
certainly created new prob-

sumed in addictions, they become liars­
to themselves and to their partners. With 
uneven maturation the covenant is bro­
ken if a party fails to develop in responsi­
bility and falls so far behind that the "tie 
that binds" is broken. 

What I seek to do as a marriage coun­
selor is to bring these issues into the open. 
With addictions there has to be recovery. 
No marriage can survive ongoing addic­
tion. As they often say in Alcoholics Anon­
ymous, "addictions lead to jail or death." 
The most common death is the death of 
a relationship. And with uneven matura­
tion, an immature partner must be chal­
lenged to grow up. A man who still hangs 
out "with the guys" as he did before chil­
dren were born, simply has to recognize 
that family life has natural demands that 
mean a change in lifestyle. A woman who 
still flies off in a rage as she did when a 
teenager has to learn to negotiate instead. 

I have become convinced that love 
among equals is not inborn. It is natural 
to love your parents and your children, 
but these are examples of love among 
unequals. One reaches upward, the other 
downward. Love between equal partners, 
though, is learned. Marriage creates a 
sanctuary where people can learn to love 
as equals. 

Anne Barschall argues that Quaker 
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lems, but I think we have also 
provided a foundation for a new way to 
take marriage out of bankruptcy. 

Marriage, in my opinion- and here I 
part company with Anne Barschall-no 
longer has a stabilizing purpose. Now 
marriage's main purpose is to help us learn 
to love, a difficult and risky process. Get 
married and you are beginning a roller 
coaster ride. Don't get married if you want 
a smoother road to travel. Marriage actu­
ally destabilizes couples' lives. 

Some of the ups and downs of mar­
riage today come from knowing that we 
can get out of the bond. Since divorce is 
now an acceptable option, we have to real­
ly want to learn to love to make marriage 
work. Good marriages nowadays are 
between couples who have worked hard at 
learning to love well and love deeply. They 
don't stay married because they have to, 
but because they choose to. That choice 
itself makes them take the marriage more 
seriously, partly because they consider 
divorce from time to time. 

As long as we believe that marriage is 
about personal fulfi.llment, when the mar­
riage gets tough, we will be highly tempt­
ed to get out of it, for tough times are not 
very fulfilling- at least in the short run. 
If, however, we see the purpose of mar­
riage as being to help us learn to love, then 
we can see that tough times are central to 

that learning. When things get tough, we 
can see ourselves more deeply engaged in 
this lifelong, difficult process of learning 
to love. 

One of the paradoxes of maturation is 
that the more freedom we have, the more 
disciplined we become. We have given 
marriages more freedom-the freedom to 
stay together or to divorce-and the result 
is twofold: there are more divorces, and 
there are better marriages. Why do I 
believe this? Because a modern marriage 
that includes liberated individuals-not 
subservient ones tied to rigidly defined 
roles, as was often the case in the past­
is a step forward. There are fewer obstacles 
for women and men now, and that is right 
and just. Learning to love includes the dif­
ficult task of providing room for both 
partners to grow. 

The deepest expression of love devel­
ops through shared, meaningful experi­
ences and encountering the soul of one's 
partner. It helps to plan to stay together 
"till death do us part," but what helps 
even more is that we commit ourselves to 
confrontation with one another. As 
romantic as the husband and wife in 
Fiddler on the Roof are with their affirma­
tion of the traditional activities of their 
lives-being of service to one another: "If 
that's not love, what is?"- that is not the 
deepest expression of love. The key thing 
that happened was that Tevye demanded 
that his wife meet him eye to eye-the 
window to their souls-and talk about 
love and its meaning. They made love at 
that moment with their eyes open, with 
their souls bare, and saw in their partner 
someone they had grown to love. 

What we need in Q uaker meetings is 
to talk more openly about the struggles 
we have with making marriages work. We 
are still following an outdated code that 
says marriages are wholly private--espe­
cially the struggles. I'm not suggesting 
that couples freely unload their problems 
in meeting for worship, but that they find 
ways to share what they've struggled with 
and what they've learned about love. And 
others need to be ready to listen. 

What everyone will see is that mar­
riages are emotionally heated places to be. 
As theorist David Schnarch says, mar­
riages are like crucibles where iron ore is 
heated so that the slag can be discarded 
and steel can be formed. Keeping the 
learnings of marriage private doesn't give 

Continued on page 47 
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Sayi'15 "I Do" AneW 
by Nancy Wick 

L
ast year, my husband and I asked 
that our marriage be taken under the 
care of Salmon Bay Meeting in 

Seattle. There was nothing unusual about 
this, except that at the time we had been 
married for 16 years. 

Why go through meeting with a clear­
ness committee and having a "wedding" if 
you're already married? The easy answer 
is that at the time we got married, we were 
not part of a Friends meeting. My hus­
band had been attending meetings off 
and on for years but had never become a 
member, while I had never been to a 
Friends meeting before and didn't know if 
Quakerism was for me. 

However, we agreed that we wanted a 
spiritual home that we could share, and 
scarcely more than a year after our mar­
riage, we visited Salmon Bay Meeting and 
felt we'd found one. My husband became 
a member in 1990 and I in 1994. Over 
the years, we watched several couples 
request a clearness process, and later 
attended their weddings. I remember 
thinking that there was something 
extraordinary about the Quaker approach 
to marriage, and I wondered if it was too 
late for us to ask the meeting to take us 
under its care. 

Faith and Practice for our yearly meet­
ing provided one answer. It said: 

On occasion, a couple joined together outside 
of the Meeting, or, after years of marriage, 
desire to renew their vows in the presence of 
the Divine and the loving community of their 
Meeting. A couple can request a Clearness 
Committee to explore the health of their rela­
tionship and to chart their future. The cele­
bration is a wonderful opportunity for the 
Meeting to express its loving support of the 
couple in the specially called Meeting for 
Worship. 

But that didn't seem to be enough to con­
vince us that what we wanted to do was 
the right thing. Both inuoverts, we hesi­
tated to draw attention to ourselves in this 
way. Since we were 40 and 45 when we 
married, we weren't exactly the picture of 

Nancy Wt'ck is a member of Salmon Bay 
Meeting in Seattle, Warh. 
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fresh young love. Nor were we celebrating 
one of those "marker" anniversaries-the 
1Oth, say, or the 25th. No, we were just an 
ordinary couple in a good, solid relation­
ship. Why take the meeting's time, 
providing us with a dearness 
committee and planning a cele­
bration? Surely there were other, 
more pressing needs for the meet­
ing to attend to. 

Still, the thought of having the 
meeting's care of our relationship 
remained in the back of my mind, 
especially when my husband and I 
attended another couple's "state of 
the union" meetings. My husband 
had served on this couple's clear­
ness committee and they invited 
him and the other members, 
along with their spouses, to a year­
ly gathering at which they report­
ed how they were doing. I was 
impressed by the framework that 
they had available to them for 
assessing the state of their mar­
riage. It was this that finally led me 
to have an informal talk with the 
clerk of our meeting's Oversight 
Committee, who assured me it 
would be entirely appropriate for 
us to make this request. 

So we did. In late summer we 
met with our clearness com­
mittee for the first time, none 

of us too sure about what we 
should be doing. This situation 

they asked us to tell them our story-how 
we met, how we decided to marry, what 
our first wedding had been like. By the 
end of the evening they felt they knew us 

Mtikt'I5 a yromtse in the yresence ~one'S O!{aker 
community is not to be taken ltghtly, and havi'I5 
their suyyort means a great deal. 

was different from the usual clearness for 
marriage, so the committee's role was less 
clear. When they asked us what we want­
ed, we both talked about "opening up" 
our relationship to the community. So 

better, but there was more work to be 
done, so we set another meeting. 

At the second meeting we covered the 
issues Faith and Practice said should be 
considered when any couple requests that 
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their marriage be taken under a meeting's 
care. My husband and I talked about our 
value systems, our day-to-day lives, our 
shared parenthood in raising my now­
adult son, and our thoughts about the 
future. By the end of this discussion, the 
committee said they were happy to rec­
ommend that the meeting take our mar­
riage under its care. We set a final com­
mittee meeting to plan the celebration. 

Then we got stuck. Our old fears 
returned. We asked ourselves, was this 
really worth doing? Would anyone want 
to come? What were we going to say at 
the ceremony? We were torn between 
doing something simple and quick at a 
regular meeting for worship, and holding 
a separate event that would require rental 
of a space (since our meeting does not 
own a building) and more extensive 
preparations. We talked it over with our 
committee at the third meeting. They 
reassured us that people would want to 
come, and that they would support us in 
whatever we wanted to do. 

Shortly after that, the clerk of our 
clearness committee called and said she 
had found a possible rental space for us. It 
was in the former rectory of an Episcopal 
church, in what had once been the living 
room, now serving as a library. It was 
cozy, comfortable, and just large enough 
for the modest crowd we expected. I took 
a deep breath and rented it for a Saturday 
night, January 10. 

!
created and printed invitations, and 
from there the clearness committee 
took over-finding child care, and 

planning food and a few simple decora­
tions. One of them agreed to be the per­
son who introduced the ceremony and 
explained the procedure to non-Quakers. 

Meanwhile, my husband and I had to 
decide what we would say. Since what we 
were doing is generally called a renewal of 
vows, we turned first to the vows we had 
exchanged when we married in 1987. We 
had written our own vows, largely because 
we believed we would have said the tradi­
tional vows by rote, without taking in 
their meaning. But when we pulled out 
our original vows, we realized they had lit­
tle to do with the reality of our marriage. 
So we decided we would each prepare 
something we wanted to say to the 
other-and that neither of us would 
know in advance what the other was 
going to say. 

We did retain one thing from our wed-
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ding, however-the reading of a story 
called "The Rabbi's Gift," which I had 
found at the beginning of M. Scott Peck's 
book A Different Drum. The story tells of 
a monastery that has dwindled in size over 
the years but is revived when an old rabbi 
tells the abbot that one of his number is 
the messiah. The monks, believing that to 
be true, begin to treat each other much 
better, and as a result others are attracted 
to their brotherhood. We had asked the 
minister at our wedding to tell this story 
because we thought it said something 
important about marriage, a relationship 
that is, after all, about living with some­
one else and treating them well. Sixteen 
years later, it still seemed appropriate. 

When the time for the celebration 
arrived, we were both extremely nervous 
as we made our way to the appointed site. 
Our clearness committee and other 
Friends were already there, getting every­
thing set up. The room was beautiful with 
candlelight and fresh flowers. We disap­
peared into another room until it was 
time for the ceremony to begin. 

e celebration itself was magical. 
When we entered the worship 
room and sat down, I looked 

around at all the faces. Most of the mem­
bers of our small meeting were there, as 
were a number of our friends from other 
places. There were smiles everywhere. I 
would have smiled back if I hadn't been so 
tense. I listened to the explanation of the 
process without really hearing it. The 
silence, when it carne, was both welcome 
and expectant. 

Then my husband and I stood up. I 
spoke to him of extraordinary respect, 
words I had borrowed from "The Rabbi's 
Gifr." I said that the greatest enemy in 
marriage is the tendency to take the part­
ner for granted, to notice him only when 
he does something you dislike. I said that 
the best thing I could promise him for our 
future together was that I would treat him 
always with extraordinary respect. My 
husband spoke of both our marriage and 
of Quakerism as being an "affirmation of 
the potential for hope and creativity and 
love in the world." He said he thought we 
would be most likely to find opportuni­
ties to express these in the world living 
together and living in mutual care by and 
for Salmon Bay Meeting. 

We sat down, and our certificate was 
brought to us to sign. Afterward there was 
a long silence. Then the messages began. 

They spoke of marriage and they spoke of 
us, but what carne through beyond the 
words was their love for us. It was an over­
whelming "yes" to what we were doing. 

That feeling continued the following 
morning at meeting. The worship was full 
and rich, and afterward many people 
made a special point of telling us how 
much our celebration had meant to them. 
One woman, married 35 years, told me, 
''The things you said-they're the sorts 
of things you think and feel, but don't 
say. To have the opportunity to stand up 
and say them to your parmer, in public, 
is priceless." 

Our marriage renewal celebration, 
which initially had seemed almost selfish, 
was actually a gifr. It was an affirmation, 
not just of our commitment to each other, 
but of the transforming power of endur­
ing love. What we promised each other 
this time were things we had learned were 
important over 16-plus years of marriage. 
We were not renewing original vows, but 
making a new contract, one informed by 
hard experience, but still undertaken with 
great love. 

Our marriage is not the same as it was 
before we went through this process. In 
the months since our celebration, I've 
looked at my husband with new eyes, and 
I've found myself thinking of my promise 
to him every single day. Making a prom­
ise in the presence of one's Quaker com­
munity is not to be taken lightly, and hav­
ing their support means a great deal. 

My message to long-married couples 
who carne to Quakerism after marriage is 
that having a clearness process and mar­
riage celebration can benefit both you and 
your meeting in ways you couldn't have 
imagined beforehand. 

On July 25, 2004, my husband and I 
celebrated our 17th anniversary, but, 
thanks to our Friends meeting, we are 
newlyweds. 0 
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Testing a Father's Faith 
by Anthony Prete 

Perhaps no Old Testament story is 
more controversial than the sacri­
fice of Isaac (for biblical text, see 

page 14). A listener must ask the question: 
What kind of God would order a father 
to kill his only child? The question gets 
to the heart of the story. To seek an an-

Anthony Prete is a member of Central 
Philadelphia (Pa.) Meeting. He has exercised his 
ministry to bring new insight to the biblical text 

by conducting workshops at FGC Gathering;, 
teaching courses at Pendle Hill, and providing 
classes for individual meetingr. This article is the 
second in an ongoing series. 
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swer requires a close 
scrutiny of the text. 

Isaac is the promised 
child, the next step 
toward the emergence 
oflsrael as God's people. 
First promised when 
Abraham and Sarah 
were already too old to 
have children, he arrived 
only after years of wait­
ing-to the delight and 
surprise of his parents. 

But that joyful gift is 
now in jeopardy. The 

God who promised this son 
unexpectedly calls for his 
death. No one did anything 
to bring this on; it seems a 
blatant case of divine per­
versity. Has God forgotten 
how crucial this child is to 
God's own plans and to the 
future of God's people? 
More immediately, has God 
forgotten what this child 
means to his parents? 

Answers start emerging 
with a careful unpacking of 
the text. Notice ftrst what 
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terms: your son, your only son, Isaac, 
whom you love. The order in the Hebrew 
is slightly different. It reads: your son, 
your only son whom you love, Isaac. Look 
at the progression; see how the words 
advance in intimacy. Just "your son" is 
enough to warm Abraham's heart. But 
God goes on: "your only son." Yes, the 
child who removed the sting of barren­
ness from this old and faithful couple; 
the child who gives meaning to all that 
came before, and hope for all that will 
follow. Hope, not just for the couple; for 
God as well. 

There's more: "whom you love." This 
is the first use of the verb "to love" in the 
Bible; it will turn up 217 more times. Its 
object can be anything from God to a 
good meal. The sense of the Hebrew is 
captured in the English "delight." And 
what better word to describe how the 
aged couple felt about this long-awaited, 
sometimes doubted, amazing child­
whose very name means "laughter" and 
whose presence is their delight. 

Then the clincher: "Isaac." For us, a 
name is just a name. For ancient Semites, 
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Genesis 22:1-12 

1 Afrer these things God tested 
Abraham. He said to him, '~ra­
ham!" And he said, "Here I am." 2 He 
said, "Take your son, your only son 
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the 
land of Moriah, and offer him there as 
a burnt offering on one of the moun­
tains that I shall show you." 

3 So Abraham rose early in the 
morning, saddled his donkey, and 
took two of his young men with him, 
and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for 
the burnt offering, and set out and 
went to the place in the distance that 
God had shown him. 4 On the third 
day Abraham looked up and saw the 
place far away. 

5 Then Abraham said to his young 
men, "Stay here with the donkey; the 
boy and I will go over there; we will 
worship, and then we will come back 
to you." 6 Abraham took the wood of 
the burnt offering and laid it on his 
son Isaac, and he himself carried the 
fire and the knife. So the two of them 

To speak your name is to acknowledge 
your true and authentic self, with all its 
properties and potentials. By saying 
"Isaac," God utters all that this young boy 
is, and all that he might become. 

Until now, Abraham is clueless, glow­
ing in this divine acknowledgment of his 
son. In a moment, numbness will replace 
that glow as he learns what God wants 
him to do with this four-times-honored 
child. But there is more to be mined from 
the multiple words. 

The point of those designations is to 
make dear that God knows, acknowl­
edges, and appreciates the bond between 
Isaac and Abraham, perhaps even that 
God shares in this bond. We know how 
Abraham and Sarah had to wait for the 
promise of a child to be fulfilled--did 
God have to wait as well? The child came 
when the child was supposed to come, 
and neither his parents nor God seemed 
able to advance his arrival. When he did 
come, all that God wanted and hoped for, 
God's plans for the future, began to take 
wing. God may be calling Isaac ''your 
son," but somewhere in the divine heart it 

walked on together. 
7 Isaac said to his father Abraham, 

"Father!" And he said, "Here I am, my 
son." He said, "The fire and the wood 
are here, but where is the lamb for 
a burnt offering?" 8 Abraham said, 
"God himself will provide the lamb 
for a burnt offering, my son." So the 
two of them walked on together. 

9 When they came to the place that 
God had shown him, Abraham built 
an altar there and laid the wood in 
order. He bound his son Isaac, and 
laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out 
his hand and took the knife to kill 
his son. 

11 But the angel of the Lord called 
to him from heaven, and said , 
'~raham, Abraham!" And he said, 
"Here I am." 12 He said, "Do not lay 
your hand on the boy or do anything 
to him; for now I know that you fear 
God, since you have not withheld 
your son, your only son, from me." 

are hard for God to say because only God 
knows where they are leading. 

Then why say them? Why initiate this 
wrenching event? The storyteller address­
es that question in the opening words of 
the narrative: ''After these things God 
tested Abraham." ''After these things" is 
the biblical way of dearing the deck and 
announcing that something new is com­
ing. The key word is "tested." It sounds so 
superior, so haughty and insensitive. Why 
would God do that? To see how far 
Abraham can be pushed? To pull a divine 
version of "Who do you love best"? 
Because this God is fickle and arbitrary? 

But wait a minute. Look at where this 
word appears-right in the beginning of 
the story, presumably before we know 
what will happen. What we really need to 
ask are: Why a test? And why now? 

The test, for God, is not a choice. It is 
a necessity. Verse 12 verifies this by having 
God say, once the sacrifice is aborted, 
"Now I know .... " "Now," not before; 
and "I know." In Hebrew, the verb "to 
know" is not intellectual or abstract; it is 
experiential, so experiential that it's used 
for sexual intercourse, as in Genesis 4: 1, 
"Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she 
conceived and bore Cain." 

God needs experiential evidence that 
Abraham is the man of faith that God 
thinks he is. He seems to be, but every so 
often he has wavered, taking matters into 
his own hands rather than trusting in 
God's protection and care. With Isaac 
born and growing up, the path is dear for 
the promise to progress. But is Abraham 
the best choice for guiding and directing 
it? God still isn't sure. 

To get this definitive evidence of 
Abraham's faithfulness, God must pro­
pose an action that could demolish 
Abraham's faith. What will it be? The 
answer-a horrifying answer also for 
God-is the killing of Isaac. More is at 
stake here than a father taking his son's 
life. Could Abraham so trust God's prom­
ise of a great nation that he would destroy 
the very means by which the promise was 
to be fulfilled? That's what God did not 
know and needed to find out. 

The burden is not just on Abraham. 
For God to call for such a precarious 
action means taking a serious divine risk. 
This God has already failed twice-in the 
Garden of Eden and in the events leading 
to the Flood. Now God again risks failure 
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by making this heart­
wrenching request. And 
like most such requests, 
the one who speaks it then 
falls silent, intent on what 
it will evoke. 

Amazingly, Abraham 
complies without objec­
tion (the same Abraham 
who, in Genesis 18, hag­
gled with God over how 
many righteous people 
could save Sodom). To let 
this silent compliance sink 

"God 
himself will 
provide the 
lamb for a 
burnt 
offering, 
my son." 

story), "God will provide." 
Words, though, are not 

enough. Without follow­
up actions, Abraham's pro­
fession of faith would ring 
hollow, unable to muster 
concrete expression. Then 
that inabiliry would be the 
answer to the test, a devas­
tating answer because God 
would suffer yet a third 
divine failure. 

But Abraham does what 

in, the storyteller draws out the narrative, 
listing each detail of Abraham's prepara­
tion. Then, with the journey over in a 
blink, the details again trickle out, one 
after another. At each pause, we look for 
Abraham to come to his senses and stop. 
He doesn't. He just advances in excruciat­
ing silence. 

Most people think the dramatic climax 
of this story is Abraham raising the knife 
over the stunned Isaac and God­
through a faintly disguised voice of an 
"angel"-shouting for him to stop. But 
the storyteller sees it differently. As scrip­
ture scholar Walter Brueggemann 
explains, through a carefully crafted struc­
ture the story presents the climax earlier, 
in a moment of poignant exchange 
between the burdened father and the 
bewildered son. 

Central to the story are the three dia­
logues, tied together by a pattern of struc­
tural similarities and centered on a call. 
Think of the text as arranged in three 
columns. In the first (v. 1-2), God calls, 
Abraham answers, and God speaks. In the 
second (v. 7-8), Isaac calls, Abraham 
answers, and Isaac speaks. In the third (v. 
11-12), an "angel" calls, Abraham 
answers, and the "angel" speaks. But wait. 
The three-stage pattern is broken in the 
second dialogue when Abraham speaks 
again. This tips us off that the storyteller 
is signaling the high point of the story. 
And what does Abraham say? "God him­
self will provide the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son." 

"God will provide"-this is Abraham's 
statement of faith, his answer to the test. 
More than that he doesn't know-his son, 
in fact, may be the "lamb" that God pro­
vides. But whatever is ultimately sacrificed 
on the altar, Abraham is willing to leave it 
in the hands of a God he has come to 
trust. So he tells Isaac (and all those down 
the centuries who have puzzled over this 
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God has told him. Again, 
the narrative slows as Abraham makes the 
final preparations. The focus is all on him; 
even Isaac has no words, no actions, 
caught up in his father's compliance. We 
watch-God watches-as Abraham pro­
ceeds, even making sure that the wood is 
stacked properly. 

Once the knife is in Abraham's hand, 
God's shout freezes his movement with a 
double call of his name. He stops and 
answers, then hears the words of divine 
reprieve. Isaac is spared. And the reason 
he's spared is the key to the entire story: 
"for now I know that you fear God, since 
you have not withheld your son, your 
only son, from me." 

We can almost hear the relief in God's 
voice: "now I know." Until then, God did 
not know-that was the reason for the 
test. Once the faith in Abraham's heart 
was expressed in words and actions, 
God knew. And once God knew, the test 
was over. 

What God knew, what God had expe­
rienced, is that Abraham "fears" God. 
The term falls hard on modern ears­
fearsome Gods should be avoided or pla­
cated. The Hebrew word is richer, 
embracing "awe" and "wonder," but even 
that falls short of this complex and puz­
zling biblical term. Ultimately, to fear 
God is to be faithful in conviction and 
action to who God is and who we are 
before God. It is acceptance, reliance, 
trust. It is also awe and reverence toward 
the God who is totally Other, whose capa­
bilities we cannot fathom and whose 
inscrutability might take the form of ask­
ing a father to kill his son. 

To explain why God is now convinced 
of Abraham's faithfulness, the storyteller 
returns to words spoken at the beginning. 
Then they were words of horror for 
Abraham and sorrow for God. Now they 
are words of relief for Abraham and joy 
for God: "your son, your only son." But 

the high point is Abraham's actions. 
Those determined, deliberate, inexorable 
steps acknowledge that this child is God's 
son as well, affirming the bond that unites 
the three. God sums it all up: "you have 
not withheld your son, your only son, 
from me." 

So the story has a happy ending. God's 
choice of Abraham is confirmed, never to 
be questioned again; Abraham's faithful­
ness to the promise does not cost him the 
ultimate price, the life of his son. But the 
ending leaves one glaring loose thread: 
Isaac. Although he is the center around 
which the story revolves, he plays only a 
minor role in its telling. More than that, 
except for his one question to his father, 
he plays a passive role-rather than act, he 
is acted upon. 

The most obvious example of Isaac's 
passivity is the absence of any struggle or 
objection once his fate is dear. As the 
story draws to a climax, Isaac is presented 
as just one in a series of rather mundane 
tasks that Abraham performs: building an 
altar, arranging the wood, tying up Isaac, 
hefting him onto the altar (v. 9). Some 
think Isaac doesn't object because he's too 
young. The text doesn't say how old he is, 
but it does say that he's old enough to 
carry a load of wood and to ask an appro­
priate question. 

What we have in this story is the first 
hint of something that will become 
apparent as the subsequent chapters of 
Genesis unfold: Isaac, though an essential 
link in the chain, is a minor character 
whose presence mostly serves to ground 
the actions of others. Having served his 
purpose in the sacrifice story, he disap­
pears. The text encourages this: "So 
Abraham returned to his young men, and 
they arose and went together to 
Beersheba'' (v. 15). What aboutlsaac? Did 
he join them but get no mention? Was he 
left behind, perhaps still in ropes? Did he 
run the other way the first chance he had? 
The text does not say; we are left to decide 
for ourselves. 

Whether central or peripheral, active or 
passive, Isaac is still the bearer of the prom­
ise. The collection of stories in which he 
is the main character takes up just one 
chapter, 26. But it includes the essence of 
the promise: "Do not be afraid, for I am 
with you and will bless you and make 
your offspring numerous" (26:24). Among 
that numerous offspring will be Jacob, the 
Bible's first loveable scoundrel. 0 
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I n 2005 Auburn Prison Quaker 
Meeting will observe its 30th year of 
continuous existence. Meeting time is 

9- 11 A.M. every Saturday, and attendance 
is typically 20-30 prisoner attenders and 
2- 3 attenders from the outside world. We 
meet in the prison chapel. After initial 
greetings the group settles into silent wor­
ship, as it has done for 30 years. 

Auburn Prison Friends Meeting is like 
any other Friends meeting in all funda­
mental ways. There is the gathering of the 
spiritual community through shared 
silent worship. There is the equality of all 
the worshipers in the yearning for Light 
and the lifting of doubt that Light pro­
vides. There is the joy of seeing familiar, 
welcoming faces on arrival. The time after 
worship is spent on business, discussions, 
and special programs, such as the Dancers 
of Universal Peace. Once a year the meet­
ing has an ali-day picnic in the prison. At 

Edward Stabler, a member of Syracuse (N Y.) 
Meeting, is a retired professor of Computer 
Engineering at Syracuse University. He attend­
ed the first worship session at Auburn Prison and 
the first Alternatives to Violence Project work­
shop there. 
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Auburn Prison 
Friends Meeting is 
like any other Friends 
meeting in all 
fundamental ways. 

this event we see the prisoners with their 
families, including children and other 
loved ones. We eat, laugh, sing, and pray 
together. Big-group pictures are taken and 
later treasured. It is a thrill to see the pris­
oners swinging children in the air, chasing 
them around the yard, and sitting close to 
their wives and partners. There is a dose 
connection between the prison meeting 
and the Alternatives to Violence Project 
(AVP) workshops that have been held in 
Auburn Prison regularly since 1976. 

Auburn Prison Meeting is not at all 
like any outside meeting in a multitude of 
less fundamental ways. Worshipers from 
the outside world cannot just drop in, on 
the spur of the moment. In order to 

attend Auburn Prison Meeting the out­
sider has to apply to the prison adminis­
tration, and be supported by a Quaker 
liaison. Then the person must meet with 
prison officials so they can explain possi­
ble dangers and emphasize the need for 
responsible behavior. A photo ID badge is 
needed. In order to be a volunteer, as is 
required to attend meetings, one must 
also agree never to visit or correspond 
with any prisoner anywhere in New York 
State. This is a difficult decision for many 
of us, and some Quakers have refused. 
They are unwilling to break off commu­
nication with prisoner friends they've met 
and come to value and respect after wor­
shiping with them for years. In order to 
worship in prison you must agree not to 
reveal anything you learn there to the 
public. Articles, such as this one, must be 
reviewed by the prison administration 
before publication. Prisoners cannot 
attend meeting without permission. They 
need to apply to the chaplain, and it is not 
unusual to wait for six months for 
approval. Once permission is given, it is 
for a trial period. At the end of the trial 
period the attender must declare that the 
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Quaker religion is his religion for all 
intents and purposes as far as the 
Department of Corrections is concerned. 
He is then not allowed to attend other 
religious services in the prison. 

Janet Lugo, a Syracuse Meeting 
Friend, was responsible for initiating the 
Auburn Prison Worship Group in 1975, 
the first New York State prison Quaker 
worship group. Today there are worship 
groups or meetings in nine New York 
State prisons. Janet is also responsible for 
initiating AVP workshops at Auburn 
Prison. The first one, in 1976, was only 
the second such workshop held anywhere, 
the first having been held in Green Haven 
(NY) State Prison. Today there are typi­
cally 15-20 AVP workshops at Auburn 
each year. 

In an article, "Letting Your Life Speak'' 
(FRIENDS jOURNAL, August 1/15, 1976), 
Janet Lugo explained why prisoners are 
interested in Quakerism: 

But it is the translation of Friends' belief in 
"that of God in everyone" into social action 
that best "speaks to their condition." If 
Friends sincerely and persistently reach out to 
them on this level, and if we share with them 
their struggle for justice, acceptance, and ful­
fillment as human beings, then they will 
respond with an interest in the religion that 
makes us do this. It is a matter of"letting your 
life speak" in such a way that it can be heard 
behind the prison walls. And it is a matter of 
reaching out to work with them, never for 
them, in every way you can. To work for them 
is a gratuitous act of charity, in its own way as 
dehumanizing as the prison system itself It 
says that they are roo weak, incompetent, 
and generally far gone ro rake responsibility 
for their own lives. The difference can be very 
subtle, but people in prison are trained to 
survive by subtleties, and they can easily sense 
the difference. 

The negotiations with the prison 
administration to arrange the first meet­
ing at Auburn and the ongoing negotia­
tions since have been an exercise in 
Quaker persuasion and persistence. There 
would be no Quaker meeting at Auburn 
if the New York Department of 
Corrections or the Auburn prison admin­
istration strongly opposed it. The outside 
Quakers were determined that any 
Quaker worship group in the prison be a 
real one, with all important practices 
observed. The administration adapted to 
the idea that all Quakers were ministers 
and that the prison could not demand 
that Quakers hold degrees from religious 
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Can Quaker 
decision-making 
procedures be 
effective in groups 
that have had no . . 
experience ustng 
them? 

seminaries. The prison officials eventually 
accepted the fact that more than one out­
side Quaker must be admitted to attend 
the worship. More difficult was our insis­
tence that to exclude women from enter­
ing the prison to worship at the Quaker 
services was unacceptable. We, on the 
other hand, had to adapt to the harsh rule 
that we could have no other contact at all 
with prisoner attenders, no correspon­
dence, no visits, no exchange of small 
gifts. Indeed this prohibition extends to 
every prisoner in any New York prison. It 
is harsh-so harsh that the description is 
painful for me to express. Try to imagine 
such a prohibition being pla~ed on you in 
your relationship with the attenders of 
your home meeting! No one under the 
age of 18 is allowed to attend. The dis­
cussions in the meeting are supposed to 
stay on religious topics. It is impossible to 
strictly observe this rule. We discuss every­
thing, since religion is connected to every­
thing. But on occasion, visiting Quakers 
have been punished and refused entry for 
very mild departures from prison rules. 
That this is the 30th year we have had a 
Quaker meeting at Auburn is itself an 
acknowledgement that the Department 
of Corrections and the Auburn Prison 
administration have generally been coop­
erative and professional in dealing with 
our concerns and the challenges our con­
cerns create. The needs of the meeting are 
negotiated with the administration by a 
Quaker liaison person, currently Jill 
McLellan, and other outside attenders. 
Over the 30 years the meeting has had 
liaison representation by a line of strong, 
gifted, Quaker women, starting with 
Janet Lugo. We are blessed. 

The Quaker tradition of adapting to 
the spirit, rather than the letter, helped 
Auburn Meeting in its early days. Two 
years after the first gathering, the worship 

group requested preparative meeting 
status in Farmington-Scipio Regional 
Meeting. Technically and historically, 
preparative meeting status has been used 
for entirely different purposes, so there 
were good reasons for denying the 
request. But the new group at Auburn 
needed the support of a wider group of 
Quaker meetings. The request was also a 
wish for acceptance. If the request had 
been denied, for any reason, the men 
would have accepted that. Prison life 
means continually accepting disappoint­
ments. On the other hand, approving 
the request would be a sure sign of accept­
ance and respect, something the prison 
group would cherish. Farmington-Scipio 
Regional Meeting did approve the request 
and has continued to provide support for 
30 years. 

Can Quaker decision-making proce­
dures be effective in groups that have had 
no experience using them? The diversity 
of the prison meeting is large, and this 
diversity makes reaching consensus diffi­
cult and time-consuming. When the 
group does reach full consensus on a dif­
ficult matter, it is a thrill. It provides pow­
erful evidence that c;ommunity bonds can 
be built and maintained when making 
difficult decisions once everyone accepts 
the truth that group decisions must be by 
consensus, rather than by majority. The 
meeting clerks have always been appoint­
ed from among the prisoner attenders, 
and the new clerks need support and 
guidance from outside attenders. But the 
meeting has been blessed with gifted and 
sincere prisoner clerks from the begin­
ning, providing the warmth and trust 
needed for spiritual growth to be main­
tained for 30 years. 

The spirit of Auburn Meeting is 
expressed well in its State of the Meeting 
report for 2003: 

Our Beloved Brothers- Our Beloved Sisters, 
Greetings from the Auburn Quaker 

Meeting! We extend our love and Inner Light 
of peace to you all. We are always happy to 
participate and contribute each year to the 
State of the Society report. We also like to hear 
from all our friends out there who also share 
their wonderful and refreshing ideas. 

It is always interesting and challenging to 
address the questions that come out of the 
State of Meeting, and 2003 was no exception. 
The question posed, "What measure of 
growth have you experienced as you have been 
guided by the spirit last year?" has sparked 
quite a few responses of growth here at 
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Auburn. The following are the collective 
thoughts of our group. 

We found that although the Orange Alert 
created numerous State Facility cancellations 
and shutouts, somewhere between all of this 
we were still able to enjoy our annual Quaker 
event and our six-week Quaker study group. 
We are proud that two needy families received 
gifts of food and clothing during the 
Christmas season through our Adopt-a­
Family activity with Poplar Ridge Meeting. 
Some of us found that just coming to our 
weekly meetings created good feelings. Some 
of us gained in the area of giving service to 
others rather than personal reward of recogni­
tion. Just seeing others happy was satisfaction 
enough. The meeting has helped some to 
become closer to our families. There are those 
who enjoyed the companionship of others 
who share the same positive ways. In addition, 
one can expect good, honest feedback from 
the group. Some Friends felt uplifted by regu-
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lar visits fi:om the Dancers of Universal Peace. 
One Friend really liked the idea that Quakers 
were not held to any single religious structure 
and would like to see his outside family 
involved in the Quaker way of life. 

On the other hand, there were suggestions 
and comments that might be envisioned as 
areas for improvement. Some of us expressed 
the need to support each other more; other­
wise feelings of hypocrisy invade the group. 
One Friend felt the need to pull back because 
inmates didn't help each other enough. A 
Friend challenges the group to read at least 
one query a week; the group accepts the chal­
lenge. Another Friend suggested we not tell 
people things like "You have to ... "or "You 
better do this .... " Instead we could substi­
tute asking or suggesting. A Friend has a hard 
rime making fi:iends, however coming to 
meeting has helped. Another felt he was on a 
spiritual roller coaster. Some of us are learning 
to accept death in our own way. 

Friendship is an abundant self­
expression of giving, helping, car­
ing, and expecting, existing in every 

corner of our world. So enticing is the 
desire and need for friendship that we 
often render and demand it without a sec­
ond thought, without consideration of 
the significance, importance, and dedica­
tion that true friendships require. But 
when we rush into friendship, we can cre­
ate false fondness or selfish expectation, 
and we often learn that the sincere friend­
ship we gave is not the same that we 
receive, leaving our souls feeling injured 
and disillusioned. Friendship must be 
honestly given, gingerly cared for, tender­
ly touched, and softly spoken to. The 
slightest mishandling; the least, uninten­

tional, wrong action; an 
inappropriate word; or its 
misuse-any of these can 
bruise the spirit of friend­
ship, and send our desire to 
give and obtain it to the 
deepest corners of the 
heart, where it may never 
rise and trust again. 

Many people, fortu­
nately, understand that 
true friendship is unselfish­
ly given and carefully cared 
for, while expecting noth­

ing in return. To Quakers, friendship is an 
expression of love born and nurtured in 

Ismaei Melindez is a member of Eastern Prison 
Preparative Meeting in Napanoch, NY. 

Finally, using the words of our own group, 
we are on a spiritual walk with God, pointing 
ourselves down a path-staying open and 
realizing that we are all very important. We are 
all great and special. 

When prisoner attendees are asked what 
draws them to Quaker meeting, a com­
mon reply is that meeting for worship 
provides a time when it is safe to relax ana 
to drop the prison-yard face and wise­
cracking conversation. HoRes and plans 
can be shared without fear of ridicule. The 
men can acknowledge and explore spiri­
tual beliefs in a safe place. Auourn Pnson 
is a maximum security prison and the 
prisoner attendees often have long sen­
tences, 20-30 years or even more. Despite 
this, individuals' problems and joys arise 
from their interest in family ties to their 
children, parents, and wives or partners. 

A prison worship group is an oasis of 

the heart where it radiates unto the life of 
others. Like the sweet and captivating 
aroma of a blossoming flower, Quaker 
friendship arouses our interest and beck­
ons us to explore its possibilities, calling us 
to give, to share, and to love. But yet, in 
at least one respect, contemporary 
Quakerism has much to be desired when 
it comes to true friendship. 

In the Bible, God cautions us to be 
wary of the dangers of friendship. Some 
friendships are untrustworthy (Ps. 41 :9), 
while others may entice us to sin (Deut. 
13:6). Bur God also tells us that "a friend 
loves at all times" (Prov.17: 17), is interest­
ed in our welfare (1 Sam. 18: 1), express­
es sympathy Qob 2:11), gives helpful 
advice (Prov. 27:7), is always faithful 
(Prov.17: 17), and, as Jesus tells us, friend­
ship is sacrifice: 

If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father's commandments and abide in his 
love. These things I have spoken to you, that 
my joy may remain in you, and that your joy 
may be full. This is my commandment, that 
you love one another as I have loved you. 
Greater love has no one than this, than to lay 
down one's life for his friends. You are my 
friends if you do whatever I command you." 
Qohn 15:10-14). 

T he founders of the Religious Society 
of Friends, I dare say, had a profound 
understanding of the concept and love of 
friendship, and of the message that God 
has for all of us. They understood we are 
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shared spiritual seeking inside prison. But 
prisons are destructive, hateful, and cor­
rosive to the human spirit. Outside atten­
ders of prison worship groups often 
despair over their inability to effect even 
small, obviously sensible improvements in 
the prison system. Outside Quakers who 
worship in prison see and hear mainly 
about the situations of individuals, often 
individuals they know and respect, rather 
than an overall picture of crime and soci­
ety. They see the outcomes of an immoral, 
unjust system up close. 

From any viewing distance, one is 
aware of the immorality, the injustice, and 
the ineffectiveness of the prison system in 
achieving society's reasonable goals. Is the 
criminal justice system fair? Everyone 
knows it is not. Do prisons create better 
citizens? Certainly not. Are prisons help-

all created in God's image. As such, we are 
born with "the Inward Light" of the Holy 
Spirit. The Light is the connecting fiber 
berween God and us, and in their silent 
worship early friends (including George 
Fox, Thomas Adam, Dorothy Benson, 
William Dewsbury, Margaret Fell, 
Elizabeth Hooton, and John Stubbs), like 
us, communicated with God. They were 
inspirited by the Light and bound togeth­
er by Christ's love and an unshakable ded­
ication to true friendship. 

They also understood that the Light of 
God in us is meant to shine out through 
the world illuminating the path of 
misguided souls, souls that often fall vic­
tim to Satan, who "walks about like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may 

Prisons are filled with 
souls who require 
our concentrated 
efforts. Here lies a 
vast reservoir of 
possible valiant 
workers for God. 

devour" (1 Pet. 5:8). Because of their 
faith, love for God, and understanding of 
friendship, the founders of Quakerism 
were beaten, imprisoned, tortured, and 
murdered. But their deaths were not in 
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ful to prisoners seeking redemption? No. 
Do long prison terms help the victims of 
crime in their need to move from a state 
of anger and hurt to one of recovery, 
restoration, and peace? No, prisons and 
the criminal justice system only encour­
age the victim's inclination for revenge 
and hate. 

Still, both inside and outside attenders 
observe the basic changes and transfor­
mations that can occur in men serving 
long prison terms. The men who attend 
Auburn Prison Meeting are changed from 
the men they were many years ago when 
they committed their crimes. Prisoners 
transform themselves through thought, 
prayer, and practice. It is said that Quaker 
beliefs are not passed on from generation 
to generation, but are rediscovered by 
each one of us. That is the case in the 

vain. They left a legacy, a desire, an inspi­
ration, a dedication, and the meaning and 
workings of the Inward Light. They 
passed on to us, the children and inheri­
tors of their faith, a Religious Society of 
Friends, their burning torch, so we may 
continue God's earthly work through the 
Light that lies in our own spirits. New 
York Yearly Meeting's Faith and Practice, 
in the words of George Fox, instructs us 
to proclaim the teachings and beauty of 
the Inward Light: 

Let all nations ... hear the word by sound or 
writing. Spare no place, spare nor tongue nor 
pen, bur be obedient to the Lord God and go 
through the world and be valiant for the Truth 
upon earth ... be patterns, be examples in all 
countries, places, islands, nations, wherever 
you come; that your carriage and life may 
preach among all sorts of people. 

Many Quakers have forgotten this 
wonderful lesson. Without realizing it, we 
have become so entangled in the pursuit 
and maintenance of our earthly life that 
we are neglecting the very principles of 
our faith. We have, in essence, undergone 
a metamorphosis-an innocent (or pur­
poseful) transformation from a giving, 
loving, and sharing Friend to an educa­
tionally refined, but crass, individual. The 
question, however, is not whether we have 
forgotten or changed. The question is: are 
we, as true Friends and Christians, still 
willing to carry on the torch of friendship; 
are we willing to sacrifice; are we willing 
to teach, to guide, to love, and to learn? 

Auburn Prison Meeting. The prisoners 
who attend are on their own path of spir­
itual self-discovery, and the meeting pro­
vides a safe community of fellow travelers 
on the path of change. It is a hard path to 
travel alone. 

Worshiping in prison with prisoners 
reaffirms the Quaker belief that all men 
and women share the Light; all earnestly 
wish to bring their lives into accord with 
their deepest beliefs and best selves. 
Worshiping with prisoners confirms the 
fact that every human has the potential to 
do good, to be a good person. Accepting 
prisoners as fellow seekers can help us 
develop more sensible criminal justice and 
prison policies that will be effective in 
meeting society's need for security, while 
still respecting the humanity and the 
potential of all men and women. 0 

The work is plentiful, but we must not 
despair, for it is not we who work, but 
God who works through us. The history 
of the Religious Society of Friends is filled 
with account upon account of the help 
and contributions made to society in gen­
eral, especially to those in need. We must 
carry on Friends tradition and continue 
helping all people, regardless of their situ­
ation. From the wealthiest to the home­
less, from the most legal to the most crim­
inal we must continue our plight to teach 
of the Christ Within. 

Prisons, for example, are filled with 
souls who require our concentrated 
efforts. Here lies a fountain, a vast reser­
voir, of possible valiant workers for God. 
Souls who in their confinement and soli­
tude have caught a sense, a glimpse, of the 
workings and significance of the Inward 
Light, thus becoming an attentive audi­
ence rendering us the fabulous opportu­
nity to teach and guide them. Incarcerat­
ed men and women actively attend our 
meetings and participate in our retreats 
with much gusto. But, quite often, they 
are disheartened by the lack of participa­
tion and interest by those Friends from 
whom they seek the teachings of the Light 
of the Holy Spirit; through whom their 
eyes are opened, allowing them to see the 
path of God's righteousness. We pro­
claim, and encourage others to follow, the 
teachings of our Lord, but forget that 
Jesus "went and preached to the spirits in 
prison, who formerly were disobedient." 
(1 Pet. 3:19) 
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As a Religious Society of Friends 
dedicated to creating a better 
world, it is our duty to be valiant, 
to be caring, to be Friends, to reach 
into the belly of the lion and bring 
out the souls it has devoured, espe­
cially those who seek our help. One 
must reach deep into the mine to 
retrieve the diamonds, and prisons 
are mines full of precious ones. Let 
us not forget, as Faith and Practice 
confirms, that "We have a concern, 
based partly on Friends 300-year 
history of imprisonment for con­
science's sake, for the humane treat­
ment of those held in prison. There 
are many ways to help those con­
victed of a crime, as well as their 
victims, to rethink and remake 
their lives"- and one of the most 
important is through fellowship. As 
Friends we are able to do so because 
we have in us the connecting fiber 
of the Holy Spirit and understand 
the significance and marvelous 
workings of the Inward Light. 

This friend, who has expen­
enced no truer friend­
ship than that of 
Quakers, humbly asks 
you to be as vigilant 
as the lion that roams 
the Earth for Hades, :9 ~ but instead, seeking 

~ souls to guide towards 
i:O God. If you hear of a .., 
~ prison Friends meeting 

or of a prison Friends 
retreat, make it your duty to find 
out the particulars and try your best 
to attend. Give our Friends in 
prison some of your undivided 
time. Join the few Friends who are 
in fellowship with prisoners to reju­
venate and enlighten the impris­
oned mind, strengthen the impris­
oned soul, and offer hope and true 
friendship in a sometimes seem­
ingly hopeless situation. If only one 
soul discovers and learns about the 
Light within, then God, and the 
spirits of our founding fathers and 
mothers, will have reason to rejoice. 

0 
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Some time ago I heard a story about a 
visitor to a Quaker meeting. After a 
while the visitor leaned over to an old­

timer and whispered in his ear, "When does 
the service start?" The old-timer replied, 
"When we leave here." 

Being in prison for the last 18 years has 
helped me to understand that we are doing 
ministry or service when we have a positive 

outlook toward the world and 
those around us. This is pretty 
straightforward, but it is very 
important, especially in prison. 

When a person acknowl­
edges the harm which he/she has 
caused to others, an awakening 
can occur and those who have 
been forgiven much become 
those with much to give. Men 
and women who have been in 

prison for 10-20 years or more are a testa­
ment to the amazing ability of the human 
psyche to move on and survive through serv­
ice to others. This is a difficult revelation, and 
even more so when we hear that those who 
live on the other side oflife's fences are doing 
something that we can't imagine being able 
to d~survive inside prison. Interestingly, as 
people hear about prisons through the news 
or church, some feel as though they have an 
obligation or some biblical command to 
"visit those who are in prison" and help them 
by doing this good deed. Strangely though, 
most find that prison visits are a source of 
inspiration and truth. Most volunteers 
would readily agree that they leave feeling as 
though they have received more than they 
have given. As a result, it will be the first time 
they grapple with their previous views. 

john Mandala is clerk of the Sing Sing Worship 
Group in Ossining, New .l0rk. 

For many, this may be something they 
have never thought about, and the appar­
ent question is simple: Do people in prison 
really help others? Likewise, do prisoners 
only help other prisoners, or is there a big­
ger picture we rarely consider? The answer 
to both of these questions is a resounding 
"yes!" Most of us might then ask, "How 
come I have never heard of that?" 

Simply put, we as a society label those 
who have been convicted of crimes as akin 
to lepers, as the scum of the Earth, believ­
ing they should be locked in prison and 
forgotten. Many believe that those who 
have been put in prison are irredeemable, 
and we justifY our thoughts to conform 
with our stereotypical ideals about those 
who are not like us-we don't want to 
know or even hear anything about them. 
Yet, when we personally experience situa­
tions where the criminal is our son, daugh­
ter, brother, sister, cousin, uncle, or friend, 
we are forced to open our eyes to the plight 
of the incarcerated. And still we separate 
ours from all the others. We have been 
taught that prison walls are there to keep 
prisoners from escaping. We have never 

Some people feel they have 
an obligation to "visit those 
who are in prison." 
Strangely, most find that 
prison visits are a source of 
inspiration and truth . 

been taught that the walls are also built to 
keep the public out. No wonder we do 
not hear about what is going on inside. 

Many prisoners teach other prisoners 
how to read and write, how to deal with 
violence, and how to better communicate. 
In addition, many programs begun by 
prisoners help people in society. Prisoners 
help people who are homeless and hungry 
by donating canned food to shelters, 
donating money to hospitals for children 
who are sick, and talking with teens who 
have lost their way. These are only a few of 
the ways that prisoners are trying to be of 
service to humanity and not just to talk 
about it. 

Our society and our churches would do 
well to look at the human beings in our 
prisons to see examples of spirituality 
through service. In prison or outside, serv­
ing others is the real essence of ministry 
and the love of God and our neighbor. 0 
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You came to America 

a month before the war. 

It certainly dampened your fun, 

Serious adults talking endless politics, 

watching obsessive TY. 

I thought it would be good 

to get them out of the house for awhile 

so the family rented seats on a tour boat 

that sailed for an hour down the bright Niagara River. 

At the last minute 

overcome by worry and crowds 

your mother begged to be left by herself onshore. 

She waved from the dock, 

afraid of losing you. 

But you were 10 

oblivious and buoyant. 

Intent on enjoying America: 

The language. The chicken wings. 
The sneakers. The shorts. 

Happiness lifted you and tossed your hair. 

You did not see 

that farther along the shore, by the naval yard, 

reservists were practicing in muted, camouflaged boats. 

Who could tell the future? 

We wanted you to stay. 

To go to school in Buffalo. 

Maybe we could have arranged it, 

with help from lawyers or nuns. 

We laughed at how hard it would be for 

taking you back to Iraq. 

"De-program her on the plane," we said. 

"You've got 10 hours. Do it. Start now. 

Your lives could depend on it." 
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We knew when you left 

that Saddam 

had taken the family's factory. 

That he would probably, also, take 

whatever the family carried in. 

But we did not know 

you'd lose your house and land 

and that you'd be forced to wander 

from Karbela and Kadhumiyah to Naja£ 

Or that we'd lose track of you 

and never know from one day to the next 

if you were under rubble 

or still alive in Istanbul or lzmir or Nicosia or Amman. 

Elain~ Chamberlain 
lives in Amherst, NY. 
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terms "Gu 'te" and "Wilburite" wiU 
be used to ';J: to two groups of Friends, 
although they may weU have rejected these 
names. Each would have chimed for 
itself the title ''Friends" and, after they 
separated .from each other, denied that the 
other group had any right to use it. A 
third group, called "Hicksites, ".from 
whom most of toddy's Friends General 
Conference meeting.r are descended, 
likewise called themselves "Friends" and 
viewed both groups as separatists. 

I n the fall of 1854, readers of The Friend (a prede­
cessor of FRIENDS jOURNAL) may have been sur­
prised by an article on the Ohio Yearly Meeting. It 

appeared that a dispute over the choice of clerk and 
assistant clerk had escalated into a split in the meet­
ing. As fantastic as that may have seemed, the full 
story was even more amazing. 

The difficulty in naming a clerk was not a new 
one--Ohio Yearly Meeting representatives had been 
unable to agree on a clerk since 1846. A year before 
that, New England Yearly Meeting had suffered a sep­
aration, and each of the resulting bodies sent an epis­
tle to the other yearly meetings. Reading an epistle 
from another yearly meeting was seen as recognizing 
the legitimacy of that meeting, and Ohio Yearly 
Meeting was split between those who sympathized 
with what was called the "Larger Body" (Gurneyite) 
and the "Smaller Body'' (Wilburite)-both of which 
claimed to be New England Yearly Meeting. 

Benjamin Hoyle, who had first become clerk in 
1838, and a majority of the members of Ohio Yearly 
Meeting favored the "Smaller Body," but a substan­
tial minority (perhaps one-third of the membership) 
considered this group to be renegades from the 
Religious Society of Friends. For six years, Benjamin 
Hoyle's support of the New England Wuburites had 
made him just barely acceptable as clerk to the Ohio 
Yearly Meeting Gurneyites. H e had remained in that 
position because, when the representatives were 
unable to agree on another candidate, the practice was 
for the current clerk to continue in office. 

In 1854, the presence of a visitor at the yearly 
meeting sessions made Benjamin Hoyle's continued 
service intolerable to the Gurneyites. The visitor was 
Thomas Gould, clerk of the "Smaller Body'' in New 
England. Arriving for the opening session, he took a 
seat in the ministers' gallery of the meetinghouse­
behind the clerks' table, where all could see him. To 

Paul Buckley is a {)Juzker theologian and historian living in 
Richmond, Ind., where he attends Clear Creek Meeting. His 
most recent book is Twenry-First Century Penn, a collection 
of five ofWilliam Penn's theological works in modern English. 
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the Gurneyites, his presence in a 
place of honor could not be 
allowed. From the floor of the 
meeting, they challenged his right 
to the seat and demanded that 
Benjamin Hoyle, in his official 
capacity as clerk, instruct him to 
leave. Although this issue took up 
most of the opening session, you 
will notice that neither the request, 
nor Benjamin Hoyle's demurral, is 
even mentioned in The Friend (see 
sidebar). In the eyes of the Gurney-

ires, Benjamin Hoyle was derelict in 
his duties and unfit to remain as 
clerk. That evening, in the meeting 
of the yearly meeting representatives, 
they tried once more to replace him, 
without success. 

Much is missing from the 
account of the next day's events. As 
described in the article, two reports 
came forward early in the business 
session. The first, from a Gurneyite, 
proposed Jonathan Binns as clerk 
and James Bruff as assistant clerk. 

September 2004 FRIENDS jOURNAL 



This was met with shouts of "I 
approve." Before these had died 
down, the second (Wilburite) report 
was presented, in essence asking the 
current clerks to continue to serve. 
This was followed, no doubt, by its 
own chorus of "I approve." In 
response, Benjamin Hoyle quickly 
wrote and read a minute stating that 
the representatives were unable to 
unite and that he and William Bates 
would remain in their current posi­
tions--certainly bringing forth yet 
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another round of approvals. For 
about two hours, discussion (un­
doubtedly heated) continued, pep­
pered by repeated calls from the floor 
that Jonathan Binns and James Bruff 
take their seats at the clerks' table. 
Eventually, and reluctantly, they did 
so. Since William Bates was a Gurney­
ice, he had not taken his seat. Jon­
athan Binns sat down in the empty 
chair next to Benjamin Hoyle. 

At this point, Jonathan Binns 
offered a minute naming himself as 

clerk and James Bruff as assistant. From the floor, 
Wtlburites cried out that no minute had been read 
by a legitimate clerk, so there was no need to object 
to its approval. As a result, the proposed minute was 
met with numerous cries of "I approve," and very 
few objections. For the next several hours, two men 
attempted to clerk two meetings in the same room. 

Various attempts at reconciliation were offered 
from the floor, but each failed. Both sides were con­
vinced of their own righteousness. Each side 
declared the other to be separatists. 

The spectacle finally ended at four o'clock, six 
hours after it had begun, when Benjamin Hoyle 
proposed that the meeting adjourn for the day. This 
minute was approved by the Wtlburites, who shook 
hands with each other, and left. The Gurneyites 
remained behind and conducted their own business 
session for two more hours before adjourning. 

Something had been learned by Ohio Yearly 
Meeting since the raucous separation from the 
Hicksites in 1828. That meeting had progressed 
from yelling to shoving to biting; the clerks' table 
had been pulled to pieces in an attempt by the 
Hicksites to wrest away that symbol of authority; 
and the session had ended with a panicked evacua­
tion when someone in the balcony snapped a piece 
of wood and a young man yelled, "0 Lord! The 
Galleries are coming down!" 

The two sides in 1854 quickly found ways to 
accommodate each other. For the rest of the week, 
they carefully arranged to hold their business meet­
ings at different times. Remarkably, at the usual 
time on Thursday morning, those attending both 
sets of business sessions could be found sitting 
together in the regular midweek meeting for wor­
ship. For some years afterwards, both bodies (as well 
as the Hicksite yearly meeting) conducted their 
annual business sessions in the Mount Pleasant 
Meetinghouse and every Sunday morning three 
meetings for worship were held: one for Gurneyites 
at 8 A.M., a second for Wilburites at 10, and a third 
for Hicksites at 11. ~ 

Freed ftom the influence of the other body, each :t 
group developed in its own unique way. The ~ 
Wtlburites (known today as Ohio Yearly Meeting, ~ 
Conservative) preserved an explicitly Christian faith ~ 
while following the traditional Quaker practices. ~ 
They maintained the "peculiarities"-plain clothes, ~ 
plain speech, and separation from "the world's peo- ~ 
ple"-long after other Friends had abandoned ti; 
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them, and held on to silent, waiting wor­
ship when most Gurneyite meetings gave 
it up. 

New England and the other Wilburite 
yearly meetings have disappeared. New 
England and Philadelphia reunited with 
those from whom they had separated, 
while the rest slowly declined in numbers 
and were laid down, leaving Ohio Yearly 

Meeting (later joined by other kinds of 
conservative Friends) to carry on an 
important element of our society. 

Ohio's Gurneyites (now the Evangel­
ical Friends Church-Eastern Region) 
moved in a very different direction, 
embracing evangelical Christianity and 
holding up the practice of early Friends 
by actively spreading the word of God. 

They formed the core of what is now 
Evangelical Friends International, a body 
with thousands of members in North and 
South America, Africa, and Asia. 

How different-and how much 
blander, perhaps-the Religious Society 
of Friends would be today if cooler heads 
had prevailed on Third-day, the 5th of 
Ninth month, 1854. 0 

~ H H F R I Jill N D. 
< r • • t 

A RELJG~bus>ABD tiTE'RARY JOURN~L. 

SEVENTH-D~ TENTH MONTII21, 185:4. 

OHIO YEARU:" MEETING. 
Renuzrks on the Appointment of 

Meeting, 1854. 

~1S54. 
The cltmcs of the preceding 

year, ... ,;.mn Hope and 
.. Wdliam S.Ba1es, accon:liug to cus­

tom, acted as the om.c.,s of the 
meet;ing. It was organi:fid by call­
ing the names of the repaesema­
tives and ~ the authenticat­
ed records of their appointment 
by the respective Quarterly 
Meetings. After a session of three 
or four hours, the meeting 
84Durloed to Third-day momiog, 

'lbli:td;.:ilav niomilllft'llls soon aa 
the meeting was a Friend 
arose and stated that he had been de­
sired by a part ofthe repesentatWes 
to propose J~ Binns for clerk, 
and James B. Bruff to assist him. 

Another Friend immediately 
arose, and stated that he had been 
requested by the representatives to 
report tbat they had been ~le to 
agree on any nam.es to offer to the 
meeting b clerk or assiscant. 

The friends of Jonadlan Binns 
expressed their approval of his 

;; 

N0.6. 

·agreeably to the settled custom of 
the Yearly Meeting, should take 

the Binn's 

the sitting, representatives that agreeably to the usage of that appointment of clerks. . 
~ agreeably to the direction of meeting for several years past, they Jonathan Binns afterwards 

the Discipline, to choose a clerk could receive no other report than made a minute appointing him-

.1., :::,::0 ~=· ~::,~ :: =~e::-:: !,~~~: ~~ and James B. Bruff 
, were in mvour of reporting to the of the present clerks; to which effect Some time after this, at the sug­

Yearly Meeting the names of he should now make a minute, it gestion of a Friend, and with the 
~ · Benjamin Hoyle for clerk, and being conformable to the settled prac- fpprobation of a large numbet; 

Willi.ani S. Bates fur assistant. tice of the meeting. Benjamin Hoyle made and read a 
'IWelve of them mvoured the nom- Several Friends stated that the minute adjourning the meeting to 

, . ination of Jonathan Binns for attempt by a small part of the repre- ten o'clock next morning, and he 
clerk, and James B. Bruff fur assis- sentatives to nominate a clerk without and those who adhered to th.e 'pre-

! " tant. Neither being willing to the consenl of their colleagues, and to vious usage of the meeting, with-
• yretd their caddi~ it was pro- force an appointment on the mee.ting, drew, funning about two-thirds of 

~ 'poeecl~dle.-etill!lld&··~ was aa act of~ and .... - .... -+.the assembly, wblle Jonatha!t 
they could not agree on any names result in a secess1on from the Yearly Binns and his friends remained 
to offe£ This was advocated by the Meeting. They accordingly advised behind. 
twenty-eight, and opposed by the that those who were favourable to 
twelve; the latter stating that such proceeding in an orderly manner, 
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Bisexual, Transgender, and 
Queer Concerns: Midwinter 
Gathering 2004 

We write to you for the first time as Friends 
for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, T ransgender, and 
Queer Concerns. We have struggled for the 
past several years over what to name our com­
munity. We are happy to report that we are 
moving to a place where we are relaxing into 
the joy of our diverse fellowship. 

One hundred and twenty-five Friends, 
across our generations, gathered at the 
Burlington Meeting House and Conference 
Center in Burlington, N.J., 13-16 Second 
Month, 2004, under the theme "Inward 
Work/Outward Mission." 

The joy of our community manifested 
itself in many ways. We experienced the deliv­
ery of valentines, the giving and making of 
gifts, the presence of women sharing the work 
of their hands and hearts and the sharing of 
our laughter. Our children danced and played 
with us, requiring our attention and bringing 
a renewed vision of our lives. We felt andre­
joiced in the increased presence and leadership 
of young adults in our midst. We practiced 

Many Friends experienced a renewal and 
diverse depth to our spiritual sharing, in wor­
ship, workshops, conversation, and in fun. 
Our worship was strong and varied from nearly 
silent to rich vocal ministry. 

As we experienced the warmth and spiri­
tual depth and affirmation of our commu­
nity, feeling our gifts named and used and 
appreciated, we were reminded that God loves 
us as we are. God calls us to use our talents and 
experience to do loving work in the world. 
Our keynote speaker, Tracye Peterson, called 
on us to receive the good news that God loves 
us deeply and asked if we were prepared to 
accept God's invitation to dance. 

We learned that understanding our pain 
and being in touch with our tender places are 
parts of our inward work to prepare us for 
further ministry and witness to the world. 

One of the recurring images that Friends 
noted in our experience of the weekend was that 
of the wounded healer. We are challenged to 
do the inward work of exploring and expressing 
our own woundedness as the opening through 
which we learn to experience the pain of the 
world. We awaken our deep compassion for all 
wounded people--even those who wound us. 

With grace and humor Lamar Matthews 
spoke to us of his experience with the with-

in the 2002 Friends United Meeting Trien­
nial. We were heartened by the continuing 
work of Baltimore Yearly Meeting's response 
but remain aware of the continuing wound­
ing that gay, lesbian, bisexual, ttansgender 
and queer Friends suffer at the hands of our 
own Religious Society of Friends. 

We celebrated the events of our lives: re­
cent and future weddings, births, and other 
transitions. Several Friends shared the pain of 
being unable to share their lives with family 
who do nor accept them as God made them. 

Peterson Toscano shared his truth in a 
humorous and poignant performance piece 
dramatizing his struggle for self-knowledge in 
a residential program to transform homo­
sexuals into "ex-Gay Christians." He portrayed 
the journey of denial and conformist death 
and the inevitable triumph of the Spirit that 
affirms the truth of who we are and calls us to 
dance with God as we are. 

In her keynote address, Tracye Peterson 
reminded us that the liberation we all yearn 
for always rakes struggle. She urged us to 
prepare ourselves for ministry by using our 
awareness of our own oppression to notice 
and pay attention to the oppression of others. 
She asked us to look for openings as they 
occur, and to use our creative imagination to 

speakinB out of silence. 
Out.l!fsilence: Social Action from a Spiritual Base ... A 

• • • 
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bring about a just and merciful world. 

Reminded in our morning Bible study 
with Tracye Peterson that "we are all baptized 
into one body" and that "when one member 
suffers, all members suffer with it" (1 Cor. 
12:13, 26), Friends gathered in worship with 
attention to racial healing on First Day evening 
to acknowledge how our blessed communiry 
is diminished when we are divided along ra­
cial lines, or unconscious to each other's pain. 
In worship, we prayed for faithfulness and 
patience to persevere in ending racism's power 
over us. Many also prayed for guidance to 
know how to use white privilege in the service 
of racial justice. 

An opening that has come to us as a com­
muniry is an invitation to join the Pendle Hill 
Peace Network. We agreed to join, recogniz­
ing that we have gifts to give in the service of 
peace through the Network, including our 
diversiry, our own experience with violence, 
and our struggle in response to it. 

Our time together in this historic and re­
cently renewed and rededicated place allowed 
us to do our inward work as a communiry. As 
we go forward in the love of God, we call to 
your attention our outward mission: "It is our 
hope to offer an oasis to those who have been 
spurned by the world at large. We are learning 
that radical inclusion and radical love bring 
further light to Quaker testimony and life." 

Petra Doan and Charlie Layman, 
co-clerks of Friends for Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexua4 Transgender, and Queer Concerns 

Annual Southern 
Appalachian Yearly Meeting 
and Association 

Mountain roads slowed us down and 
helped us come Spirit-led to the annual Gath­
ering of the Southern Appalachian Yearly 
Meeting and Association (SA YMA). We gath­
ered in the Swannanoa River valley at Warren 
Wilson College, June 10-13, 2004, to con­
sider the theme "Feeding the Flames of Faith: 
Integrating Spirit and Action." The western 
North Carolina mountains greeted us with 
lovely weather: huge clouds, wide blue sky, 
and warm temperatures. 

Attendance at the Gathering numbered 
around 240, about the same as in other recent 
years. This reflects the population of our yearly 
meeting, showing an increase of about three 
percent this year over last year's census. Our 
yearly meeting is blessed with 33 monthly 
meetings and worship groups spread over a 
wide geographical area, including Charleston, 
W.V., Berea, Ky., Boone, N.C., Columbia, 
S.C., Atlanta, Ga., Oxford, Miss., and Mem-

c - - ~ 

As we came together, we renewed old ac­
quaintances and made new ones over excel­
lent meals, much of the food organically grown 
right on campus. The agenda allowed for 
quiet fellowship during the breaks between 
scheduled activities. 

In the evening plenary sessions, we heard 
from two SAYMA Friends on Thursday and 
three on Friday, describing how their spiritual 
journeys have led them to action. Our wor­
ship sharing centered on queries about how 
we integrate our spiritual lives and activism. 
The more intimate setting enabled each of us 
to speak and listen on a deeper level about our 
personal journeys of faith and action. 

On Saturday night we enjoyed a different 
kind of sharing, with an intergenerational tal­
ent show. Friends sang, played piano and 
guitar, told stories and jokes, laughed, cheered, 
and congratulated one another. A highlight 
was the "monkey bridge," a rope and wood 
rigging that required the cooperation of a 
whole team of volunteers. 

Most of the 17 workshops were led by 
SAYMA Friends, with four being led by in­
vited guests from American Friends Service 
Committee, Friends General Conference Trav­
eling Ministry Program, Quaker House, and 
Right Sharing ofWorld Resources. Two of the 
best attended workshops were very participa­
tory: "Headless Experiments for Worship and 
Action" and "Make a Joyful Noise: Singing 
out of the Quaker Hymnal." 

Yearly meeting provided many opportuni­
ties for gathered worship, with early morning 
worship in an open pavilion, and a regular hour 
of worship each day. Another highlight of this 
year's Gathering was the Meeting for Remem­
brance of Friends whose lives have touched 
ours in profound ways. Our worship helped 
us prepare for the work that was set before us 
in our daily meeting for business sessions. 

We heard two to four reports at each of the 
first three business sessions, some of which were 
read by SA YMA teenagers and young adults. 
We were inspired by reports from some of the 
wider Quaker organizations in which SAYMA 
Friends are active, including AFSC, Right 
Sharing, A VP, FRIENDS JouRNAL, and Friends 
Peace Teams. Our meetings for business were 
not without difficulry, and we did occasion­
ally engage in "wordsmithing," but for the 
most part we accomplished our work in good 
Quaker order, finding the sense of the meeting 
in many cases and referring back to commit­
tee those matters we were not able to settle. 

The workshops, worship, and presenta­
tions of the yearly meeting gave us all addi­
tional resources and renewed energy to con­
tinue our Spirit-led work in our monthly 
meetings, worship groups, communities, and 
personal lives. 0 
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Who, After All, 
is a Caring 
Friend? 
by Gilbert L. Johnston 

I walked through the living room this 
morning, three colorful balloons and a 
bouquet of daffodils reminded me of 

an unexpected visit the night before. A friend 
from our meeting stopped by to wish me a 
happy birthday. She handed me a card bear­
ing greetings from others in the meeting. Not 
because I was ill or unable to leave the house; 
just because it was my (somewhere in the 
middle 70s) birthday, and a group called "Car­
ing Friends" wanted me to know that my 
personal special day mattered to them. 

By the scale of world events, this was a 
minutely small incident. It was not to be 
reported in any newspaper, nor was it likely to 
be considered within the confines of our small 
meeting community as a significant achieve­
ment. The most wonderful thing I could imag­
ine would be that it would just be regarded as 
the way we do things in our meeting. 

As the days go by, we get caught up and 
carried along by things that seem of major 
importance to the nation and the world, 
whether it be the polarizing effects of the 
election campaign, the shocking realities of 
the war on terrorism, the unchecked spread of 
the AIDS epidemic, or a myriad of other issues. 
If we allow our attention to be fixated at either 
end of the spectrum--either on the large, 
significant things, or on the small, personal 
things-we will have lost part of our human­
ness. So this is a plea, not for the shift away 
from big things to small, but a plea for bal­
ance--that one should not be lost in the 
pursuit of the other. 

But, having made the point about balance, 
I really want to focus on the one side of the 
balance that may be lost when the world is too 
much with us-the small and the personal. 
What is the hidden need that springs alive in 
us like germinating seed under the spring rain 
when we find ourselves surprised by a caring 
gesture? Shall we speak of it in theological 
terms? Or shall we give it a psychological 
name? Or shall we simply say that what we 
need is to know that somebody cares? 

The way our busy days are spent, getting 
from here to there, doing this and that, things 
that seem to have to be done, and then eking 
out, if we're lucky, a few hours of what we like 
to think of as "time for ourselves," is it any 
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wonder that time runs out? So, when do we 
do the things that really matter? How do we 
fit them in? 

This was not meant to be a "how-to" 
piece. It seems to me that once we get our 
priorities straight, most of us find the time to 
do what we regard as really important. And all 
I mean to say is that small acts of caring have 
an importance far out of proportion to their 
size. Even if our meeting has a committee 
appointed to be the Caring Friends, the real 
truth of the matter is that all of us learn what 
it means to be human by reaching out in a 
caring way to others. 

Who needs our act of caring? The only 
adequate answer is that everybody does. There 
isn't a person alive who stands like a rock 
against every storm. But the fact is that the 
storms of life have battered some more than 
others, have lefr some helpless and friendless, 
while the rest of us have somehow escaped or 
withstood. And so it is that we seek out the 
elderly, the critically ill, the housebound, the 
grieving, the prisoner, the homeless ... of these 
there is no end. Our time, our energy, and our 
imagination may have an end, but of these 
needy ones, there is no end. So, without guilt 
or self-flagellation, we seek to discern how it is 
that we are led, how it is that we are to fit the 
caring role into the larger picture of our life. 

Let's admit that, for the most part, we 
don't do this very well. Then, let's be willing 
to take a few small steps. The Chinese classic, 
Lao Tzu's Tao TeChing,hassomethingmemo­
rable to say about small steps: "A tree as big as 
a man's embrace grows from a tiny shoot. A 
tower of nine stories begins with a heap of 
earth. The journey of a thousand li starts from 
beneath one's feet." D 

Gilbert L. johnston is a member of Centre Meet­
ing in Centreville, Delaware, and emeritus pro­
fessor of Asian Religions at Eckerd College, St. 
Petersburg, Florida. 

Belonging 
by Pamela Haines 

I sit on the steps of my son's house in a 
small town in Nicaragua watching the world 
go by, and wonder what I am to do with it all. 

I have learned the rhythms of this tiny 
house that he shares with his cousin-and 
whichever of the young people they have 
known from the street project over the years 
who need a place to stay or something to eat. 
I sat with my son the first morning as he 
washed clothes on the concrete washboard in 
the back, early in the day when there was still 
running water, then hung them on the barbed 
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wire line to dry. I have gone to the tiny 
storefront down the street to buy soap, jam, or 
a couple of eggs from his neighbor. I have 
helped cook the rice and beans that are part­
or all--of every meal. 

H e is doing okay. There are others who 
seem to be doing okay here as well. The car 
mechanic has steady work. So does the barber, 
a shore old man with unruly curls around his 
bald top. An old friend has gotten a job at the 
bank. But what about all these people who are 
passing by-the man whose horse-drawn cart 
has such a small load of firewood (I worry 
about him-and I worry about the trees), the 
old woman walking by with a small basket of 
food on her shoulder, or the man with a 
shovel fastened on the back of his bike? I 
watch a man with a big basket on his head 
ease it down to negotiate with the woman 
who sells soap and eggs to her neighbors. 
How can they survive on such tiny margins? 
(I've heard the official unemployment rate is 
75 percent.) 

Humanity streams steadily by: Japanese 
minivans that serve as little buses, where people 
are packed in like sardines, ofren hanging 
out of open doorways; the big yellow school 
buses that could no longer pass inspection in 
our country put to service as the fleet of 
Nicaragua until they fall apart; cars; motor­
cycles (carrying whole £unilies); three-wheeled 
pedicabs; horse carts; ox carts; carts pushed 
by small children; lots of people of all ages, 
in all combinations, carrying all manner of 
burdens, on foot. 

I am witness to the journeys of these people 
who live in of one of the poorest countries in 
Latin America. What am I to do with what I 
see? Our son wants to show us more of the 
country, so we drive to a small city in the 
north. (I'm acutely aware of the luxury of the 
car; we watch a bus pull away from a stop with 
four people still hanging out the back, gradu­
ally pushing in till the door can close.) Now I 
watch the countryside pass by-some cattle; 
the bare fields of the dry season; coffee spread 
out to dry (world coffee prices have plum­
meted-the farmers are in crisis); desolate 
little schools, all bravely painted white and 
blue; impossibly poor houses. How can they 
survive? After only five days here I have seen 
almost more than I can bear. 

Our hotel in Esteli has a narrow courtyard 
down the middle (full of laundry) with two 
stories of cubicles on either side, and one 
common toilet, shower, and washing area. (I 
continue to be thankful for running water, 
even as I struggle to remember that the toilets 
can't handle any kind of paper.) Our eight­
by-ten room has barely enough space for the 
double and single bed, each covered in mis­
matched, threadbare sheets. It is enough. 

Early the next morning, I sit at the win-
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dow looking our at that narrow courtyard, 
and I find the beginning shape of a response 
to the question that has haunted me all week­
what am I to do? Esteli was a stronghold of 
the revolution in the '80s, and there are signs 
of it here that I haven't seen anywhere else. The 
walls are covered with murals-some from 
back then, others created more recently by 
a young people's mural project. There is an 
ecology-oriented park for children, with bro­
ken-down playground equipment and cheer­
ful, handmade signs on the trees saying how 
each one enriches our lives with its oxygen, 
shade, fruit, and wood. There are buildings 
that house the women's employment project, 
the public health program, and the office of 
the environment. Perhaps I have missed 
these signs in other cities, but for the first 
rime I feel a sense of community. People are 
caring for one another, thinking together about 
the whole. 

My body relaxes. I realize that my rime 
spent sitting on the steps watching people 
pass by, my rime in the car, was all linear­
one individual, one mile after another. But in 
Esteli, I am reminded of the web of connec­
tions. The question of what I am to do has lost 
none of its urgency, but much of its loneli­
ness. People here care too. We all belong to 
one other. Our lives and the lives of others 
around us go better when we can remember 
and act on this truth. 

Chino, a close neighbor of my son's, is an 
engaging young man, an aspiring artist, strug­
gling with a stepfather who wishes him else­
where. He has claimed my son as his friend 
and brother, and me, by extension, as his 
mother. (How strange to have acquired a 19-
year-old in the blink of an eye. Yet I notice 
how it matters. Both of us are prepared to 
love, to make up for lost rime. We look for 
opporrunities to be together, we labor to un­
derstand and be understood.) 

Roberto, who grew up on the streets, is 
now getting help to be an auto mechanic. He 
pores over an engine diagram in a magazine 
my husband has brought down, eagerly ex­
plaining internal-combustion principles to my 
now bilingual son. Donald, also from the 
street project, is studying to be a construction 
engineer. He dreams of being an architect, 
doesn't have money for food, hates the con­
stricted opportunities of his country. 

My son has had me as a mother all his life; 
Chino has just claimed me. Personalities have 
begun to emerge from the throng. Robeno is 
eager, Donald is mad. There are more. They 
are all mine. They are all ours. We are all 
theirs. Whatever we do, we do it belonging to 

each other. 0 

Pamala Haines is a member of Central Phila­
delphia (Pa.) Meeting 
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Memoir 

Baptism, Water, and Silence 
by Virginia N. Barnett 

I n the mid-1950s I participated in a srudy 
and discussion program sponsored by 
United States Conference of the World 

Council of Churches in preparation for a 
major gathering two years later on the theme 
"Nature of the Unity We Seek." Groups were 
set up around the country with representa­
tives of the major Protestant denominations. 
Each group was assigned a topic and met for 
a three-hour session every six weeks for a 
period of two years. The general theme was 
the sacraments and the ways in which faiths 
and beliefs unite or separate us. The topic 
of the Seattle group to which I was named 
was "Baptism." 

The Religious Society ofF riends has held a 
rather radical position on the sacraments­
which include baptism and communion. 
Friends have believed in the inner-spiritual 
observation of these occasions and not in the 
outward practices, so my contributions to the 
discussions were from a very different frame 
of reference, bur were received with courtesy 
and, I'm sure, some curiosity. All members of 
the group made presentations of their reli­
gious body's belief and practice relative to 
baptism. What was remarkable was that most 
of the representatives felt that as practiced, 
baptism didn't mean very much. There were 
many forms and concepts-infant and non­
infant baptism, christenings, immersion, sprin­
kling, etc. Much depended on the traditions 
and clerical leadership involved, but in some 
instances the occasion took on a somewhat 
formalistic air. 

The rite of baptism centers on the use of 
water as a symbol of cleansing, of death and 
rebirth, of risk saved by faith. Into these con­
siderations came a discussion of what was seen 
to be the changed significance of water as a 
religious symbol in the modern lexicon. Many 
of the ancient religions, and certainly Chris­
tianity, were based in arid lands, where water 
was life itself. And, certainly, there are parts 
of the world where this is still very true. Bur 
in our Western, high-technology culture wa­
ter is turned on and off at the rap, almost 
everyone can swim, and while water is still 
death-dealing and life-giving, the power of its 
meaning has certainly diminished. So, if wa­
ter has lost something of its power for both 

Virginia N Barnett is a member of University 
Meeting in Seattle, Wash. , and an attender of 
Agate Passage Worship Group in Bainbridge 
Island, Wash. 

menace and healing, does any other element 
come to mind? 

It occurred to me, and I expressed it in my 
presentation on the practice of Friends, that 
silence might well be considered in this role. 
Silence today is a very rare commodity. Many 
people feel restless and uneasy when silence 
surrounds them, and there is an urge to fill 
it with something-anything. Some years 
back I was speaking with a friend who was 
curious about Quaker worship. She said she'd 
like to visit a meeting sometime, and asked 
what she should expect. I explained that 
we sat in a circular formation, and that the 
meeting for worship opened, usually, with a 
period of gathered (group) silence of 20 to 
30 minutes. The poor dear was horrified. 
That long in silence? "Oh, I couldn't do that!" 
She exclaimed. Even many Friends find si­
lence difficult, and they tend to fill it with 
mental exercises. 

Let me explain what I think silence can 
be. To enter into silence is in some respects 
analogous to entering into water, for pleasure 
or for therapy-you offer yourself to it, re­
laxed and trustful, and you are rewarded 
with the realization that the element you may 
have feared will sustain you. If you are tense 
and flail about, you will sink. Silence is not an 
end bur a beginning- to be entered; to de­
scend into; to be trusted for the truths that 
may be there; for light, guidance, and for 
instruction. One may hear life speaking, or 
hear nothing but calmness and waiting. The 
individual experience is, in a Quaker meeting 
for worship, a part of a group experience: 
sharing the spoken word, sharing the sur­
rounding silence, and responding inwardly 
to both. Out of the silence may come an 
insight, a meaning, a memory, a deeply held 
and examined concern that emerges in the 
spoken word. A message thus given is not 
responded to co nversationally nor 
adversarially-it is laid before the group as an 
offering on an altar, and it may be taken and 
used or it may be left. 

As a meeting for worship we are silent but 
listening, using the silence individually and 
collectively, aware of yet oblivious to each 
other, expecting everything but expecting 
nothing. And out of nothing can come the 
greatest gift-the divine mystery and power 
of the paradox. 0 
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•:• electronic submissions are welcome 
•:• for the full guidelines, see 
<WWW.friendsjournal.org> 

Submissions are acknowledged 
immediately; however, writers may 
wait several months to hear whether 
their manuscripts have been accepted. 

For more information contact 
Robert Dockhorn, Senior Editor. 
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Philadelphia, PA 
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Telephone (215) 563-8629 
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Listening to users 
Designing/or people 

User interfaces that work 

Arthur Fink Consulting 
arthur®arthurfink.com 

The Bible Association of Friends 
in America 

since 1829 has offered Bibles, NewT estamenrs, 
and Portions free or at cost co Friends 
institutions, individuals, and others worldwide. 
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Write to: P.O. Box 3, Riverton, NJ 08077 

CREMATION 
Friends are reminded that the 

Anna T. Jeanes Fund 
will reimburse cremation costs. 

(Applicable to members of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting only.) 

For information, write 
DORIS CLINKSCALE 

414 Foulkeways 
Gwynedd, PA 19436 

Life in the Meeting 

Wimess at State and Main 
by Larry Miller 

0 n February 15, 2003, a month before 
the United States and Britain invaded 
Iraq, over 400 protesters quietly gath­

ered with lighted candles at the intersection of 
State and Main streets in Doylestown, Pa. 
The vigil was part of the worldwide demon­
strations initiated by Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu and others. 

For members of Doylestown Meeting and 
many others, this memorable event was an 
extension of weekly Tuesday evening vigils 
that began in early October 2001 in response 
to the September 11 attacks in New York and 
Washington. We are in our third year of 
continuous weekly vigils. The posters, all ap­
proved by the Peace Committee of the meet­
ing, have varied from Vigil for Peace, War is 
Not the Answer, No More Victims, Pray for 
Peace, and Abolish Nuclear Weapons, to Seek 
Social Justice Nonviolently. From the outset 
there has been excellent reponing, with pho­
tographs, in the local newspaper. 

For 14 months the sidewalk vigil was lo­
cated at a major intersection close to Bucks 
County Courthouse. The location was also 
right in front of a memorial for Viemam 
veterans. In January 2003 the vigil partici­
pants were confronted by an angry group of 
veterans and Blue Star Mothers, demanding 
that we move at once to another location. We 
stood our ground despite the threats. Alerted 
by the veterans themselves, newspaper report­
ers and photographers were out in force. The 
next day the story was on the front page of 
Philadelphia and local newspapers. 

At the suggestion of the Doylestown chief 
of police, and out of respect for the feelings of 
the veterans, the Peace Committee decided to 
move to what proved to be a more central and 
better-lighted location, State and Main streets. 

A regular participant soon begins to note 
the details of the immediate surroundings. 
Historic buildings surround the intersection: 
the l.enape Building dating from 1874, a 
three-story brick building with Roman arches 
above the windows, six chimneys, and a clock 
that has remained at 5:50 for as long as any­
one can remember; the historic four-story 
Fountain House, a Doylestown landmark built 
on the sire where William Doyle established a 
tavern in 17 45; a rather plain structure built 

Larry Miller is a member of Doylestown (Pa.) 
Meeting. 

in 1849 with green trim and subdued stucco; 
and an oriental rug store on another corner. 
Half a block down East State Street is the 
popular County Theater showing art house, 
independent, and fusr-run ftlms. 

A sycamore and a locust tree grace two 
narrow sidewalks. Victorian street lamps 
have hanging baskets with flowers and deco­
rations. Dominating the Fountain House is a 
Starbucks coffee shop on the ground floor. Its 
wraparound porch is a favorite hangout for 
teens. They are more interested in themselves 
than the peace vigil, although on one occasion 
one teen borrowed a sign to plant among 
her peers. 

An estimated 1,000 persons, pedestrians, 
and vehicle occupants pass during the 6-7 
P.M. vigil hour. You can almosrsetyour watch 
by the arrival of the Federal Express truck. 
The bus from Philadelphia comes through 
once during the hour, as does the same bus 
going south. There are always runners with 
reflective vests coming through on State Street 
(one-way going west). There are young chil­
dren in strollers and toddlers with a mother 
or father. Quire a number of persons walk 
with a dog. I particularly enjoy the toylike jet 
black Scottie, with a plaid jacket during the 
winter, very low to the sidewalk. Some pedes­
trians stop by at the literature rable, others 
question a participant. Still others stop for an 
extended discussion. 

During the hour there are repeated indica­
tions of approval: a thumbs-up or a honk of 
the horn. At least once during the hour some 
young men in a passing car state, with exple­
tives, their differing opinion. Difficult ro 
determine are the feelings of motorcyclists 
who gun their motors going up the Main 
Street hill. 

Clearly, Doylestown Meeting has estab­
lished a peace presence in rown. Overheard 
was the laudatory comment of a Doylestown 
resident who was showing his friend, a visitor, 
the center of town: "Yes, and we even have 
protesters." But even more memorable for me 
is the man who rushed up to me one evening 
and asked frantically, "What happened?" 0 
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Books 

A Girl Named Zippy: 
Growing Up Small in 
Mooreland, Indiana 
By Haven KimmeL Broadway Books, 2001. 
282 pages. $12.95/paperback. 

The Solace of Leaving Early 
By Haven KimmeL Anchor, 2002. 272 pages. 
$13/paperback. 

Something Rising: Light 
and Swift 
By Haven KimmeL Free Press, 2004. 288 
pages. $24/hardcover. 

What do you do if you are a woman who 
grew up in small-town Indiana, attended a 
Friends church, and went to a Quaker theo­
logical school? If your name is Haven Kimmel, 
you fold it all into a story and write bestsellers. 

Haven Kimmel is the latest, and currently 
the best-known Quaker writer to publish in the 
popular market. And popular she is. Her first 
book was a Today Show Book Club pick and a 
New York Times bestseller. Her second has been 
optioned by Mike Nichol's Icarus Productions. 

A Girl Named Zippy, Haven Kimmel's 
memoir of growing up in small town Indiana, 
appeared first. It is a quirky, laugh-out-loud 
little book. Bur it is also surprisingly poignant. 
When Haven Kimmel was born in 1965, 
Mooreland, Indiana, was a sleepy little hamlet 
of 300 people. It still is-something magical 
and mythical keeps it that way, Haven Kimmel 
suggests. Nicknamed "Zippy" as a kid, Haven 
Kimmel's big eyes and ears were perfect for a 
woman who would grow up to be a story­
teller. And Zippy is quite a story, of worship at 
the Quaker church, scary old people for neigh­
bors, and a variety of animals--even of the 
barnyard variety- as pets. Zippy is a tale that 
is funny, sad, honest, and loving all at the 
same time, which is quite a feat. 

I also admit to loving it for the same rea­
sons I like Philip Gulley's Harmony series. 
[See next review. - Eds.] I know the people 
in the books. In Philip Gulley's case, it is 
trying to guess who in the book is similar to 
whom in real life; in Haven Kimmel's, since it 
is nonfiction, I really do know some of the 
characters. And she has caught them dead-on. 

But as much as I liked A Girl Named 
Zippy, I was completely blown away by The 
Solace of Leaving Early and Something Rising: 
Light and Swift. Solace is her first novel. It tells 
the story ofl.angston Braverman's move home 
to Haddington, Indiana. The move is not 
without its complications. Haddington is no 
Edenic Midwestern small town that many 
literary folks like to think exists. Instead, 
Langston's life-to her dismay and bewilder­
ment-is soon consumed with her school 

FRIENDS ]OURNAL September 2004 

NEWTOWN FRIENDS 
SCHOOL 

"The accomplishments of adults 
begin as the dreams of children. 

Newtown Friends is a place 
where dreams begin." 

- NFS Mission Statement 

Pre,K to Grade 8 
OPEN HOUSE 

October 24, 2004 
2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Forfiutherillformatio~ 

call215-968-2225, or visit 
us at newtownfriends.org 

~~~4/k~ll~<>f 
P'Jiuakll~&lwld. 

GuideOne Insurance is America's leading insur· 

er of relig ious institutions, and has been pro­

tecting Friends houses of worship and schools 

for more than 20 years. In fact, since 1979, 

GuideOne has been the Friends Insurance 

Group property and casualty insurer of choice. 

To arrange for a FREE premium quotation, and 

to learn more about GuideOne Insurance, call 

1-877-448-4331 ext. 54 29. 
r.' Gu1deOne· 

G 
F 
s 

Germantown Friends School 
(215) 951-2346 

Please come to our Open Houses: 
• Oct. 2, Saturday, 2-4 p.m. 
(registration ends at 3 p.m.) 

• Nov. 11, Thursday, 8:30a.m. 
• May 13, 2005, Friday, 8:30a.m. 

fnsut~nce 

Support 

QUAKER HOUSE 
Fayetteville/Ft. Bragg, N.C. 

A front-line Friends Peace witness 

Gl Counselling, Draft/CO Information 
Peace Research, Education & Action 

223 Hillside Ave., Fayetteville, NC 28301 
910-323-3912. www.quakerhouse.org 

QPR@QUAKER.ORG 

Chuck Fager, Director 
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Europe • Asia • Africa 
South and Central America 

American/International Schools 
world-wide are looking for outstanding 

teachers with a minimum of 
2 years recent, 

full-time experience. 

K-12 positions in all disciplines for 
September 2004. 

www.search-associates.com 
sallyjogordon@ sjg-search.com 

1-484-356-0971 

FRIENDS JouRNAL offers the classic book 

BENJAMIN 
The Meetinghouse Mouse 

by Benjamin, as told to Clifford Pfeil, 
with illustrations by John D. Gummere 

If you remember the Benjamin stories 
in past issues, you will be happy to share 
them-now in book form- with your 
children, grandchildren, and Friends! 

Look for Benjamin in Friends bookstores 
or order directly from FRIENDS JoURNAL: 

Please send me __ copies of Benjamin 
@ $6.oo each, plus $2.oo s&h ($3.50 for 
s&h outside U.S., Canada, and Mexico). 

My check is enclosed. 
Name _____________________ ___ 
Address ____________________ __ 

Cicy ______________________ __ 

State ZIP _____ _ 

Countcy(ifotherthan US.) _ _ __ _ 

Please mail to FRIENDS JouRNAL 
1216 Arch Street, 2A, Philadelphia 

PA 19107-2835· 
If any questions please call (215) 563-8629. 
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friend Alice's death, Alice's two small girls 
who rename themselves Immaculata and 
Epiphany, and Pastor Amos Townsend who 
is obsessed with Alice's murder and his inabil­
icy to have prevented it. That Immaculata and 
Epiphany claim to speak to the Virgin Mary 
in the backyard tree does not help Langston 
find the comfort she hoped to find when she 
moved home. Solace is, as you can tell, darker 
than Zippy, but it is lighter, too. Just a differ­
ent kind oflight-perhaps with a capital "L" 
that comes from Haven Kimmel's theological 
musings. Therein lies the solace of the title. 

Something Rising is Haven Kimmel's latest 
novel. Again set in a small town, it opens with 
ten-year-old Cassie Claiborne waiting for her 
dad. Cassie is Jimmy's favori te child, but as this 
cad who cares more for pool than family says, 
"God knows that ain't saying much." Cassie 
learns to love pool, too, and becomes a teenage 
pool shark as a way to pay the family bills for 
her mother and agoraphobic sister afrer Jimmy 
abandons them.lt' sa profession she fOllows into 
adulthood. "What if' figures strongly into the 
novel and Cassie's life. For example, what if her 
mother had married her wealthy New Orleans 
beau? At age 30, Cassie heads to New O rleans 
for a sort of showdown with the beau, and with 
herself What happens there surprises her­
and the reader-in an honest and good way. 

Zippy, Solace, and Something Rising are all 
quirky and deep in completely different ways. 
They are alike in the way she captures Hoosier 
life in its wide-open landscapes and closed 
people-scapes, its small towns and big hearts. 
Her voices are pitch perfect, as are her tunings 
of the human heart. Haven Kimmel's seminary 
education gives these books nuanced theo­
logical shadings that are wonderful and pow­
erful to behold. 

That last part also is a point of comparison 
with Philip Gulley's books. Here are two Quak­
ers who are theologically trained and both work 
successfully in fiction. But while Philip Gulley 
goes for a lighter look at darker issues, Haven 
Kimmel dives right into the darkness oflife and 
works toward the light. In that way, her work re­
minds me of George Fox's saying: "I saw, also, 
that there was an ocean of darkness and death; 
but an infinite ocean oflight and love, which 
flowed over the ocean of darkness. In that also I 
saw the infinite love of God, and I had great 
openings." H aven Kimmel's books are great 
openings, both literally and theologically. I love 
to open them because she is a great storyteller. 
Herwritingand characters both dlstutb and com­
fort me. I cannot wait to open her next book 

- Brent Bill 

Brent Bill is executive vice president of the In­
dianapolis Center for Congregations, assistant book 
revieweditorofFR1ENDSJOURNA4andanattender 
of First Friends Meeting in Indianapolis, Ind. 

PHILIP GULLEY 

Life Goes On: A Harmony 
Novel 
By Philip Gulley. HarperSanFrancisco, 2004. 
256 pages. Hardcover/$17.95. 

When a new Philip Gulley book arrives on 
my doorstep, everything stops. I shut down 
my laptop, ignore the stack ofFedExes on my 
desk, fall into a big leather chair by the win­
dow, and lose myself in his latest story. 

The thing is, his books are addictive. Be­
ginning with Home to Harmony, wherein 
Q uaker minister Sam Gardner returns to the 
Indiana communicy (Harmony) and church 
(Harmony Friends Meeting) in which he was 
raised, Gulley has given us a series of four 
books that offer a good story, a strong sense of 
communicy, an idyllic sense of place, humor­
ous characters, and insightful rumination. It 
all serves as a funhouse mirror that reflects the 
very un-Friendly traits and behaviors we all 
exhibit in our meetings from time to time. 

Fern is the determined women's group 
president and retired schoolteacher with stan­
dards no one can meet. Hester is the Friendly 
Women's Circle member bent on purifYing 
the world with an occasional back-alley book 
burning. Bea is the church organist who regu­
larly gets her knickers in a twist over a theo­
logical point and leaves the church in a huff. 
And Dale--God bless him-is the rigid men's 
group leader who tells everyone what to do 
until the men's group contains only him and 
his best friend-both charter members of the 
Mighry Men of God, a well-meaning but 
misogynistic group that sounds a little like the 
Prornisekeepers did a few years back 

All these characters, drawn to emphasize 
their defects, are front and center in the latest 
Philip G ulley book to arrive on my doorstep, 

September 2004 FRIENDS JouRNAL 



. . 
zntegrzty. 

equality. 

simplicity. 

spiritual awareness. 

responsibility to ourselves, 

each other, 

and our world. 

~~ 
WESTTOWN SCHOOL 

Everything that matters most . 

• spirited Quaker education since 1799 

Westtown School Pre.K-8 day I 9-10 day & boarding I 11-12 boarding 
Westtown, Pennsylvania 19395 610-399-7900 www.westtown.edu 

Sally Barton Leadership Scholar Grants 
Grants of$2,000 each are available to young Friends who are applying as boarding students 

and who have been active in the life of their Monthly Meeting. 
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Year2005 
Quaker Motto Calendar 

Inspirational messages 
for each month 

Since 1884 

25 calendars $21.00 
25 calendars & envelopes $23.00 

Send orders with check to: 
The Motto Calendar 

1101 Ridge Road 
Pottstown, P A 19465 

MottoCalendar@comcast.net 
Telephone: 301-320-3931 

Fax: 301-320-7370 

"This mountain is a beautiful, peaceful, 
extraordinary haven of rest and enlightenment." 
Comment from a recent visitor 

A Samoling of Upcoming Events! 

The Further Invention of Non-Violence 
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Kathy Kelly October I - 3 

Photography and Spirituality 
David Osborne October 29 - 31 

Soul At Work: Transforming Our Careers for 
Personal and Social Chan_ge 

Andre Diaz/Mark Orten November 5 - 7 

• Private Retreat Space Available 
• Ask about Spiritual D irection 
• Group space for 6 - 96 persons 
• Adjacent to Appalachian Trail 
• 2005 Pilgrimages to south India 

and Taiz:e' 

Call for a catalog, or visit our website. 

www.kirkridge.org 
2-tl)~ I· tl\ (;ap Road 

Bangor. I'\ UWU 
(6111) 5NN-179J 

Life Goes On. However, this time Dale, Fern, 
and Bea seem to have an edge that is lacking in 
previous books. This time Philip Gulley uses 
them not just as fimhouse mirrors that we 
view with affectionate amusement, but as de­
vices to examine what is arguably the least 
talked-about challenge within any Friends 
meeting: Quakerly intolerance. 

The story itself is deceptively simple. Life 
Goes On follows pastor Sam Gardner through 
one year oflife at Harmony Friends Meeting 
as the Friendly Women's Circle holds its 
Noodle Suppers, Easter pageants are planned 
and presented, the Float Committee builds a 
1 0-foot-tall replica of the meetinghouse to be 
pulled through the streets of Harmony in the 
Fourth ofJuly parade, Sunday school teachers 
struggle over what to teach, Sam tries to flow 
with the convoluted theology of the meeting's 
elders, and Dale Hinshaw, the meeting's "self­
appointed guardian of doctrinal puriry," nips 
at everybody's theological toes. As Sam says, 
Dale has "been vigilant about keeping me 
orthodox, lest I stray into the wilds of ratio­
nalism." 

The thing is, Sam has. While Dale, Fern, 
Bea, and other Harmony Friends have re­
mained content with an innocent acceptance 
of the Sunday school theology they learned a 
half cenrury before, Sam has spent the past 16 
years struggling to discern Truth. Not that 
he's found it. Mosdy he seems to have found 
more questions. But as he struggles to find his 
own answers, he's a tad reluctant to confirm 
the answers offered by Dale, Fern, and Bea. 
And given their commitment to a logically 
ordered thought process, we can see why: 

My phone rang early the next morn­
ing, my day off. It was Bea Majors on a 
self-appointed inquisition. 

"I heard Dr. Pierce said during Sun­
day school he didn't believe in the Vir­
gin Birth of Jesus." 

"I don't think he came right out and 
said itlike that, Bea. Whydon'tyou ask 
hi ~" m. 

"I did. And do you know what he 
told me?" 

"I haven't the faintest idea." 
"He told me he'd learned a long 

time ago how babies were made." 
"Bea, what would you like me to do 

about it? We don' t kill heretics any­
more. It's against the law." 

"Well, I just want to say I've been 
playing the organ at this church for 
fifty years, and I'm not sure I can con­
tinue to play for a minister who doesn't 
believe in the Virgin Birth." 

"I never said I didn't believe in the 
Virgin Birth. It's Dr. Pierce who doesn't 
believe in it." 

"Oh, so you admit that he doesn't." 
Now I was utterly confused. "No, I 

don't know that for sure. I just thought 
we were talking about him, not me." 

"So how come all of a sudden you 
want to talk about Dr. Pierce and not 
yourself? Have you got something to 
hide, Sam?" 

"Not at all, Bea." 
"Then maybe you should tell me 

what you think of the Virgin Birth." 
"I don't know what to think of it, 

quite frankly," I said. 
"So you don't believe it either?" 
"I didn't say that. I said I didn't 

know what to think of it." 
"Sam, maybe you just need to find 

yourself a new organist. I think maybe I 
need to go somewhere else to church." 

"Bea, why don't I come by your 
house and we talk. This seems aw­
fully sudden." 

Bea Majors was the worst organist 
in the Western world. Why I was talk­
ing her into staying was an even greater 
mystery to me than the Virgin Birth. 

"No, Sam, I've made up my mind." 
"Bea, I wish you'd reconsider." 
"I don't think so," she said rather 

sciffiy. 'Tve given it all the thought I 
need to. Goodbye." 

Harmony's elders aren't about to take this 
kind of heresy lying down, of course, and I 
fmd mystlf racing through the book in mo­
mentary bpectation of a final confrontation 
in which Sam loses his Quakerly acceptance 
of the less spirit1,1ally mature and either quits 
or gets fired. But Sam, although unusually 
sharp at times, is not about confrontation. In 
Fact, what most of the meeting's elders seem 
to miss is that while Sam may not be willing to 

sign off on gospel truth, the reality is that 
Sam, for the most part, is living Scripture. 

When Dale's marriage hits the skids and 
his wife of 41 years departs, it's Sam who 
shows up to do the man's laundry, cook him 
breakfast, stick him in the shower, and talk his 
wife into coming home. When elderly farmer 
Ellis Hodge needs help bringing in his corn, 
Sam rolls up his sleeves, loads the grain truck, 
drives it 45 minutes over the prairie to a 
regional grain elevator, unloads it, and spends 
another half hour filling out the paperwork 
before he drives back to the farm. And when 
Sam helps Fern set the Easter lilies around the 
meetinghouse, he does a litde more than tum 
the other cheek-even though she's been cir­
culating a petition to have him fired. 

"I hate Easter," [Fern] said, placing 
a lily next to the pulpit .... 

"Every year, it's the same thing," she 
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said, her back turned to me. "A lily for 
my father, one for my mother, one for 
my sister, and me sitting in the pew all 
by myself with all my family gone. Just 
me, staring at all these stupid lilies." 

"Not all your family's gone," I said. 
"You still have your church family." 

"It's not the same." 
I suspected she was right, so I didn't 

disagree. 
"My ankles are killing me. I have to 

sit down." 
I looked at her ankles. They were 

swelling out over the tops of her shoes, 
like sausages crammed in too small a 
casmg. 

"Don't ever get old, Sam. Everyone you 
love is dead, and your ankles hurt ... " 

I sat beside her on the first pew. "I 
know having a church family isn't the 
same as having your parents and sister 
back. But you are important to us, 
Fern. I know you and I have had our 
disagreements, but it doesn't mean I 
don't care about you." 

Her chin trembled. A tear leaked 
from her left eye and caught in the folds 
of her cheek. 

"Even after I tried to get you fired?" 
"Yes, Fern, even after that ... " 
I paused. "What are you doing for 

Easter, Fern?" 
"I thought I'd drive down to the 

interstate and get a fish sandwich at the 
McDonald's." 

"By yourself?" 
''I've done it before. It's okay." 
"We're having Easter dinner at my 

parents' house. Why don't you come 
eat with us? I'm sure Mom and Dad 
would love to have you." 

"You mean it? 
"I certainly do, Fern." 
"After all I've done to you?" 
"Fern, that was yesterday. Today's 

another day. Let's move on." 

Fern may not be willing to tolerate Sam's 
questioning faith, but Sam not only accepts 
Fern's lumbering journey toward the Light, 
he invites her to his table. 

Life Goes On is great read-aloud material 
for every family. Younger members will ap­
preciate the story line and Gulley's humor, 
while older members, if they give it some 
thought, will find the direction we should all 
be able to expect from a Quaker pastor. 

-Ellen Michaud 

Ellen Michaud is FRIENDS JouRNALs book re­
view editor and a member of South Starksboro 
{Vt.) Meeting. 
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Summer Camps that Specialize in Kids 
Five Quaker-based overnight camps and the Barn Day camp for girls and/or boys ages 3-17 

"Splendid, wonderful, excellent, miraculously human and rich!" -Parent 

Farm & Wilderness. Unplugged and Unforgettable. A summer of rugged excitement. 
Fun. Cooperation. Skill-building. Individualized attention. Self-awareness and self­
expression. Nurturing and supportive. Adventure and Community. 

That will be your first thought when you 
see Broadmead. From the lovely pond 

and springhouse to the expansive trees 
and gardens, the beauty of the natural 
surroundings can only be surpassed by 
the warmth and vitality of the people 

who reside here. Located in the rolling 
hills of Hunt Valley, Broadmead is one of 

the most experienced Continuing Care Retirement 
Communities in Maryland. Our residents enjoy 
garden apartments, all inclusive healthcare, 
wellness programs, sumptuous meals, interesting 
friends, and close proximity to the many cultural 
attractions of Baltimore. Q_ 
Retirement living is at its 
best at Broadmead. ~ 

Broadmead is an inclusive accredited, not-for-profit Continuing Care 
Retirement Community founded and operated in the caring Quaker tradition. 

(j) Broadmead 
13801 YoRK RoAD • CocKEYSVILLE, MD 21030 
410-527-1900 • www.broadmead.org 
TIYNoice- Maryland Relay Service: 1-800-735-2258 
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PENN CHARTER 

The oldest Quaker school in the nation, 

William Penn Charter School embraces 

tradition and welcomes innovation. 

Essential Quaker principles and practice 

guide Penn Charter, a Friends school by 

birthright and conviction. Within a diverse 

community, we engage students in a 

stimulating and rigorous educational 

program. We foster academic discipline 

and intellectual curiosity to prepare 

graduates for higher education and for life. 

Call to visit our 44-acre campus in East Falls: 

215-844-3460 
3000 West School House Lane, Philadelphia 

www.penncharter.com 

/~\ 
171$0 

''When we're gone, ou.r hearts will stiU belong" 

Pre-K through 6th Grade 
Call the School for 2004/2005 openings. 

2150 rJutler Pike, PI!Jmouth Meeting 
Pit 19462 • (610) 828-2288 

FRIENDS COMMilTEE ON 

nFc 
UNL 

Friends Committee on 
National Legislation 
www.fcnl.org 
1-800-630-1330 
245 Second St., NE 
Washington, DC 20002 

We seek a world free of war & the threat of war 

We seek a society with equity &justice for all 

We seek a community where every person's 

potential may be fulfilled 

We seek an earth restored .... 
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News 
On July 12, Camp Dark Waters, a Quaker 
camp in Medford, N.J., suffered severe flood­
ing and was forced to evacuate and dose for 
the remainder of the summer. Nearby 
Rancocas Creek had risen due to violent storms, 
necessitating the return home of campers from 
throughout the country and causing the camp 
severe damage. Staff members returned to as­
sess the wreckage the day afrer the evacuation 
and found that the water line in the camp's 
main area was seven feet high and the camp's 
ten cabins were filled with five feet of water. 
Three of the cabins floated off their founda­
tions, and two other cabins and the dining hall 
suffered foundation damage. The water rose 
to about five feet in the lodge and office, and 
all of the camp's office equipment and records 
were lost. The cleanup of the camp began a 
few days afrer the storm, first with the retrieval 
of the evacuated campers' personal belongings 
from the cabins. Parents came to the camp to 
salvage what they could of their children's 
possessions. Approximately one week afrer the 
flood, the electricity and water were restored 
and the property committee began stabilizing 
the buildings. The destruction of the kitchen 
left no way to prepare and store food for the 27 
staff members that stayed to help d ean up. 
Associates of the camp donated meals as the 
kitchen was repaired, and the camp director's 
living room became a makeshift temporary 
office. Information and updates can be found 
on the camp's website, <WWW.campdarkwaters 
.org>. Those wishing to volunteer help or 
donate supplies may e-mail <helpdarkwaters 
@yahoo. com> or call (609) 654-8846. A relief 
fund has been set up for those who are able to 
make a monetary donation. Camp Dark Wa­
ters is a not-for-profit organization, so any 
donations are tax-deductible. The address is: 
Camp Dark Waters, Relief Fund, P.O. Box 
9921, Philadelphia, PA 19118. -Travis W 
Simmons, director 

On June 29 a series of arrests began at the 
Sudanese Embassy in Washington, D.C., of 
protesters demanding that the Sudanese gov­
ernment end its support of the militia who 
are murdering thousands of Sudanese black 
Africans. Radio talk show host Joe Madison 
and former Congressman Walter Fauntroy 
were the first to be taken into custody by U.S. 
Secret Service agents for acts of nonviolent 
disobedience. Madison also launched a hun­
ger strike, demanding an immediate end to 
the Sudanese government's obstruction of 
humanitarian aid to victims of the genocide. 
The following weeks saw the arrests of Robert 
Edgar, general secretary of theN acional Coun­
cil of Churches USA; U.S. Representatives 
Charles B. Rangel {N.Y.), Bobby Rush (Ill.), 
Joe H oeffel (Pa.) and his wife Francesca 
Hoeffel; and political comedian Dick Gre-

gory. Joe Hoeffel stated, 'The crisis in Darfur 
fi ts every defmicion of genocide, and must be 
labeled as such by the United Nations and its 
member countries. The UN Security Council 
must immediately pressure the Sudanese gov­
ernment to end its support for the violence 
and to drop its restrictions on the delivery of 
much needed aid to the region. We must act 
now before this catastrophe escalates any fur­
ther." The Sudan Campaign, which consists 
of a coalition of organizations including Chris­
tian Solidarity International and the Center for 
Religious Freedom, calls on the Security Coun­
cil of the United Nations to adopt Chapter 7 
sanctions on Sudan, to suspend membership 
of the government for Sudan on the UN Hu­
man Rights Commission, and to enable slave 
and other victims of the Sudanese govern­
ment's actions against black Africans to return 
to their homes. According to a report from 
Amnesty International, "between 120,000 and 
200,000 people have fled for safety into east­
ern Chad; hundreds of thousands have been 
internally displaced within DarfUr . . . ; up to 
two million people are at risk of thirst, hun­
ger, and disease in the region." -Christian 
Solidarity International <www.csi-int.ch>; Am­
nesty International <www.amnesty.org/news>. 

In cities, towns, and reserves across Canada 
on March 22, the Native Women's Associa­
tion of Canada {NWAC) launched the Sis­
ters in Spirit Campaign to raise public aware­
ness of the disappearances and murders of 
more than 500 aboriginal women across 
Canada over the past 20 years. According to 
Sisters in Spirit, aboriginal women in Canada 
are "targets of hatred and violence based on 
their gender and their race. They continue to 
be objectified, disrespected, dishonored, ig­
nored, and killed, often with impunity." The 
statement continues, "Government, media, 
and Canadian society continue to remain si­
lent." Amnesty International also notes that 
aboriginal women in Canada experience a 
much higher rate of domestic violence than 
women in Canada overall. Quaker Aboriginal 
Affairs Committee (QAAC) supports Sisters 
in Spirit and has distributed informacion about 
the campaign ro various Quaker meetings in 
Canada. -Canadian Friends Service Commit­
tee; <www.nwac-hq.org>. 

Weare {N.H.) Meeting expresses "some ur­
gency" about the "current revision" of Faith 
and Practice of New England Yearly Meet­
ing in a recent minute. Weare Meeting ac­
knowledges "Quakerism's foundation as an 
interpretacion of the Gospel, drawing strength 
from its Christian roots ... Because we come 
to God along many paths," the minute con­
tinues, "we believe it wise and truthful ro 
maintain our corporate testimony that Quak-
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erism is a branch of Christianity, while also 
seriously respecting as precious the searching 
and dialogue through which each Friend must 
form his or her conscientious beliefs, and find 
his or her most truthful religious expression." 
The minute further affirms, "We trust God to 

guide us . . .. We trust also that as we stay in 
the daring, reverent, and childlike spirit that 
Jesus calls us to, we will be enabled to create 
and sustain a loving and dynamic community 
under God's leadership."-New England 
{YearLy Meeting} Friend 

University Friends Meeting in Seattle, Wash., 
considered, during a discussion hour each 
Sunday in May, concerns such as whether a 
Quaker can be non-Christian or nontheist. 
The discussion on May 2 explored what is 
known about the history of God within the 
monotheistic tradition. How the meeting can 
be more inclusive and welcoming of people of 
color was the topic on May9. On May 16, the 
discussion focused on why a Quaker discerned 
that he was an atheist and why an atheist 
remains a Quaker. A self-described "halfUni­
tarian, half Zen Buddhist, half Quaker" led 
the discussion on May 23. Finally, on May 
30, a speaker led the discussion on how a 
seeker found a way to nontheistic Quakerism. 
-University (Wash.) Meeting newsletter 

The pattern of renewed fu.ith and witness 
emerges in the 2003-2004 State of Society 
reports of many monthly meetings across 
the country. Friends experienced renewed 
spiritual unity in their meetings for worship as 
they witnessed for peace and responded to the 
needs of their fellowships in their communi­
ties, and the world during the past year. 

"The past year has been very trying for 
many ... as war and conflict abroad weigh 
heavily, and in some cases personally, on most 
of us," Olympia (Wash.) Meeting attests in the 
opening paragraph of its annual repott. "Feel­
ings of inadequacy in the face of spreading 
violence have led us to nurture the leadings of 
many individuals in meeting, and to try to 

sustain and improve the quality of worship 
that provides succor to counter the perils of 
despair." Worship remains central to their ex­
perience, Olympia Meeting affirms. "We value 
creating a place where individuals can seek 
divine guidance that speaks to their condition 
and leads them to action, supported by Friends 
who may not feel the same calling, but who 
understand how vital it is to seek to know 
another's condition and support leadings." 

Durham (Maine) Meeting cites its sup­
port of Friends ministries in Ramallah, Belize, 
and A&ica, as well as local efforts such as 
H abitat for Humanity, an Area Interfaith 
Council and an Area Christian Outreach pro­
gram. "The inspiration we gain from our 
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Are You Concerned About the Environment? 

The upcoming Oc­
tober 2004 issue 
"Friends and the 

Environment," is fo­
cused on today' s envi­
ronmental crisis. In­
cluded are articles about 
the depth of the envi­
ronmental problems we 
face--and hopeful signs 
and constructive sug­
gestions on the most ef-

FRIENDS j OURNAL has created a big discount for pre-publica­
tion orders! The price of one copy ofFRJENDS jOURNAL is $5. 
If we receive your paid order before 5 p.m. September 3, 
2004, here are the savings you will realize: 
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2-5 $3.00 $2.00 40% 

6-25 $2.70 $2.30 46% 

26-50 $1.95 $3.05 61% 

51+ $1.50 $3.50 70% 

fective actions to take. Organized into 
sections entitled "Environment in Cri­
sis," "Friends Actions on Ecological Is­
sues," and "Reflections on the Narural 
World," this issue's authors include Lester 
Brown, Louis Cox, Ruah Swennerfelt, 
Keith Helmuth, Barbara Platt, Miriam 
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• Private Rooms, Suites and 
Apartments 

Personalized Care in the 
Quaker Tradition 

Since 1896 

A Quiet, 
Home-Like Setting in a 
Beautifully Landscaped 
Atmosphere 

• Recreational Activities 

• 24-Hour Security 
• Assistance with Activities of Daily 

Living 
• Some Financial 

Assistance Available 
• Emergency Response System 

• Three Nutritious, Home-Cooked 
Meals Served Daily in Elegant 
Surroundings 

• Linen and Housekeeping Services 

For information please 
call856-235-4884 

28 Main Street, 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 
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Harvard 
Divinity 
School 

We invite you to explore 
graduate programs in 
religion and preparation 
for the ministry. 

Degree programs: 
MDiv, MTS, 
ThM, &ThD 
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... it's not like home, it is home 

... where every resident enjoys 
a conifortable lifestyle 
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at home and long-time residents 
find new delights every day 

Quaker Sponsored 
• Residential Apartments 
• Personal Care Community 
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6300 Greene Street • Philadelphia, PA 19144 
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OPPOA TUNIT 't' 

worship has led us to continue ongoing activi­
ties and begin new ones ... Peace and Social 
Concerns Committee has been very active in 
keeping us informed about multiple political 
and social problems, and has spearheaded our 
ongoing discussion on sexual orientation and 
meeting life. . . . We were pleased at how 
many of us took part in the discussions, and 
how tenderly we listened to each other. . . . 
The spirit of God is present in our meeting," 
Durham Friends affirm. 

The experience of worship that evokes the 
image of a water wheel is described by Mount 
Toby (Mass.) Meeting in its State of Society 
report. "The center was our meeting for wor­
ship; the paddles or spokes, all of us joined yet 
separate; and the water, the Light that moves, 
centers, and directs us. This image speaks of 
the suffusing presence of the Spirit in our 
meeting .... And we hold fast to the worship 
that sustains our community life, the corporate 
seeking of God's will in our individual lives." 

Friends Meeting at Cambridge, Massachu­
setts, asks in its State of Society report: "How 
does meeting help you create peace--in your­
self, in your life, in the world?" Cambridge 
Friends, the report continues, are asking some 
of the questions they have as a meeting around 
identity, around money and around racism. "In 
our ideal, at our best, gathered at our hearth, 
we share each other's burdens . ... meeting 
helps us experience ... the core of peace." 

Summit (N.J.) Meeting prays "foryetmore 
light on how best to bring the Quaker mes­
sage of nonviolence and reconciliation deeper 
still into our own hearts and from there out 
into the world .... there is a sense that we have 
been given an opportunity to change and 
grow in Spirit this past year as well as an 
opportunity to reclaim and reaffirm our 
Quaker faith and practice." 

St. Louis (Mo.) M eeting, reflecting on the 
past year, reports the success of its Finance Com­
mittee in refinancing the meeting's debt. This 
was accomplished, according to the State of 
Society report, "most notably by instituting a 
loan program whereby members and attenders 
could make loans to the meeting to help pay off 
the mortgage early. The program benefits the 
meeting by providing it loans at a lower interest 
rate and members by offering them a higher 
interest rate than the banks would offer. We 
have been able to significantly reduce our 
interest payments with this program." There 
is "much to bring us joy," St. Louis Friends 
affirm. 'We rejoice in the strength of our com­
munity and deep commitment to each other 
as we srrive to nurture old and young alike." 

In its State of Society report, Multnomah 
(Oreg.) Meeting acknowledges that it "found 
encouragement at peace demonstrations, and 
many Friends labored faithfully to offer a 
peaceful perspective to elected representatives, 

September 2004 F RIENDS Jo u RNAL 



other faith communities, and the public. We 
also benefited from the heartfelt callings of 
several of our members: toward abolition of 
the death penalty, in helping those living with 
illness and loss, doing service work in Hondu­
ras and Afghanistan, offering support to gay 
and lesbian families, and traveling and writing 
in Friends ministry." 

And in a summary that could apply equally 
to all State of Society reports, Multnomah 
Friends conclude, "As we look back on our 
year, we reflect again on our testimonies of 
simplicity, community, peace, equality and 
integrity. We see how relevant these qualities 
are in grounding our lives in Spirit. We call 
forth again the message of George Fox: 'The 
Light is but one; and all being guided by it, all 
are subject to one, and are one in the uniry of 
the Spirit."' -Robert Marks 

The Department of Homeland Security 
awarded the biggest contract in its young 
history to Accenture LLP for an elaborate 
system that could cost as much as $15 billion 
and employ a network of databases to track 
visitors to the United States long before they 
arrive. The program, known as US-Visit and 
rooted partly in a Pentagon concept devel­
oped after the terrorist attacks of 2001, in­
creases significantly the ability to monitor 
visitors who enter at more than 300 border­
crossing checkpoints by land, sea, and air. 
The program seeks to supplant the nation's 
physical borders with what officials call virtual 
borders, which would employ networks of 
computer databases and biometric sensors for 
identification at sites abroad where people 
seek visas to the U nited States. Visitors arriv­
ing at checkpoints, including those at the 
Mexican and Canadian borders, will have 
already been screened using a global web of 
databases and will then face "real-time identi­
fication"- instantaneous authentication to 
confirm that they are who they say they are. 
U.S. officials will, at least in theory, be able to 
track them inside the United States and deter­
mine if they leave the country on time. T he 
system would tie together about 20 federal 
databases with information on the more than 
300 million foreign visitors each year. Privacy 
advocates worry that the new system could 
give the federal government far broader power 
to monitor the whereabouts of visitors by 
tapping into credit card information or simi­
lar databases. C ivil libertarians say they are 
alarmed that databases could be used to moni­
tor both foreign visitors and U.S. citizens and 
have already challenged it in court. -New 
York Times, May 24, 2004; <www.dhs.gov> 

At the July 2004 Parliament of the World's 
Religions in Barcelona, Spain, Bishop Mcleod 
Baker Ochola II and the Acholi Religious 
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The wholesome alternative: 
an intellectually challenging college 

preparatory program within a 
supportive Quaker community. 

Olney Friends School 
www.olneyfriends.org 

1-800-303-4291 

Deborah Prothrow-Stith, MD, speaks on "Preventing Youth Violence." 

T 
he Pendle Hill Peace Network brought acclaimed peacebuilders from 
the neighborhood and around the world to speak at Swarthmore College 
in 2003-2004. High quality videotapes and audiotapes of Nobel Peace 

Prize laureates Oscar.Arias Sanchez and Mairead Maguire, among others, 
are available from the Pendle Hill Bookstore. 
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• Friends Academy 
Founded 1876 Located on scenic Long Island, 

less than 30 miles from New York City. 

Celebrating our 125th Anniversary 

Founded in 1876 by Gideon Frost for "the children of Friends and those 
similarly sentimented, " Friends Academy is a Quaker, coeducational, inde­
pendent, college preparatory day school serving 750 students from age three 
through the twelfth grade. The school awards significant financial assistance. 

Friends Academy • Duck Pond Road • Locust Valley, NY 11560 

Phone: 516-676-0393 • Fax: 516-671-2025 • work@fa.org 

Ranked among PhiUulelphia's 
"Top Hospitals" 

in Mental Health 

• Child and Adolescent 
Programs 

• Adult Services 

• Older Adult Program 

• Eating Disorders Program 

190 
Ways we care 

• Long~term residential care for chronic mental illness 

• Women's Program 

• 24-hour evaluation, assessment and referral service 

• 190 year commitment to our Quaker mission 

Call 215 .. 831 .. 6300 or 800 .. 889 .. 0548 
www.FriendsHospitalOnline.org 

Leader's Peace Initiative (ARLPI) received 
the first Paul Carns Award for Outstanding 
Contributions to the Interreligious Move­
ment. The Chicago-based Council for a Par­
liament of the World's Religions presented 
the award. Bishop Ochola is vice chair of the 
ARLPI, a multi-faith peace group in North­
ern Uganda working to end the 18-year-old 
war in the region. ARLPI serves as a link 
between the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) 
rebels and the Ugandan Government. Local 
organizing, peace education, and advocacy for 
children are among the group's priorities. Ac­
cording to Bishop Ochola, the role of ARLPI 
is not to mediate peace talks, since others in 
the international community exist for that 
purpose. Instead, the Bishop explains, reli­
gious leaders should be a bridge that builds 
trust and confidence on both sides. ARLPI's 
strategy is to put pressure on the rebels and 
the government to stop fighting and talk peace. 
-<www.cpwr.org> 

Bulletin Board 

Upcoming Events 

• September 11-12-Kalamazoo Meeting, 
Kalamazoo, Mich., celebrates its 50th anniver­
sary, and invites f/Friends to join the festivities. 
For details contact <hebbeng@voyager.net>. 

• October 1-3-Missouri Valley Friends 
Conference 

• October 2-Peace Fair at Buckingham Meet­
ing and Friends School in Lahaska, Pa., 
featuring live music, crafts, games for chil­
dren, poetry readings, a fine arts show, and 
historic meetinghouse tours. Free admission. 
For details call (215) 766-7887 or visit <WWW 

.quakerpeacefair.org>. 

• October 7- 11-Quaker Earth care Wimess 
(formerly FCUN) annual gathering in 
Burlington, N.J. Visit <www.quakerearthcare. 
org>. 

• October 14-17-Young Quakes Confer­
ence, a gathering for Friends of high school 
age, at Wisconsin Lions Camp, Rosholt, Wis. 
Visit <www.fgcquaker.org>. 

• October 22-24-Arnnesty International's 
annual National Weekend of Faith in Action 
on the Death Penalty, to take place in reli­
gious communities throughout the country. 
For details contact Kristin Houle at <khoule 
@aiusa.org>. Visit <www.amnesryusa.org/ 
abolish/faithinacrion>. 

• October 30-31-Denmark Yearly Meeting 

• November 6-American Friends Service 
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Committee's Annual Public Gathering fea­
turing keynote speaker, Chris Hedges, vet­
eran war correspondent for the New York 
Times, and author of War Is a Force That Gives 
Us Meaning and What Every Person Should 
Know About WAR. T he gathering is parr of 
the annual meeting of the AFSC Corpora­
tion. The general theme of the meeting will be 
the realities and true costs of war. Free and 
open to the public. 1501 Cherry St., Philadel­
phia, Pa. Visit <www.afsc.org>. 

Opportunities/Resources 

• Clarence and Lilly Pickett Fund Award 
nominations are now being accepted for 2005. 
Grants of $2,500 to $3,000 for research and 
service projects are awarded each year to indi­
viduals who show promise in Quaker leader­
ship. Individual Friends, meetings, or organi­
zations may nominate candidates through 
January 15, 2005. For details contact Allen 
Bowman at 641-673-4190 or <abmb4190 
@kdsi.net>. See also <www.quaker.org/ 
pickettfund>. 

• Earlham School of Religion has developed 
Digital Q uaker Collection, a digital library 
containing full text and images of 60,000 
pages representing over 500 individual Quaker 
works from the 17th and 18th centuries. T hese 
electronic databases make rare documents 
available outside of tradi tionallibrary archives. 
Their search capabilities allow for the search 
and rapid identification of documents in which 
authors addressed particular issues or employed 
certain language and ideas, expediting the 
research process. Digital Quaker Collection 
can be found at <esr.earlham.edu/dqc>. 

• American Friends Service Committee has 
launched a new section on its website de­
signed to inform voters and increase partici­
pation in the political process. Visit <http:// 
www.afsc.org/vote>. 

FRIFNDS JoURNAL is currendy seeking a 
volunteer News Editor. The News Edi­
tor will cull. meeting newsletters, periodi­
cals, and other items of interest for the 
News and Bulletin Board departments; 
write, copyedit, and face-check articles 
based on these materials; request reprint 
permissions for selected items when nec­
essary; and submit News and Bulletin 
Board items to the assistant editor per 
deadlines. Please send a resume and three 
references to Susan Corson-Finnerty, 
FRJENDS j OURNAL, 1216 Arch St., Suite 
2A, Philadelphia, PA 19107 or by email to 
<publisher_exec_ed@@friendsjoumal.org>. 
No phone calls, please. 
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A Warm, Welcoming 
Retirement Communi9' 

Foxdale is a Quaker-Directed, Continuing Care Retirement Community 
The Foxdale Village community encourages each resident to live fully and 
compassionately, with respect and care for each other. Three levels of care 
contribute to a graceful life at Foxdale: residential living in ground-floor garden 
apartments, assisted living, and skilled nursing. 

• Front-door pu~lic transportation to .theatres, Q ca.vd·aJe 
museum, sporting events and shoppmg P '1\! 

•Cultural and educalional opportunities at Vi I lave 
nearby Penn State's campus " 0 

• Reasonable fees include lifetime medical care 
and pharmacy 

Simplicity 

Integrity 

An abiding reverence for detail 

THOMAS O'DONOVAN 
goldsmith 

HARBOR 
SQUARE 
GA LL ERY 
a place of beaiiiJ 

3 7 4 Main Street • Rockland • Maine 04841 
207-594-8700 • (toll free) 877-594-8700 

www.HarborSquareGallery.com 

' Illumination ' 
18K white and yellow gold 

.33 ct diamond 
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With all the bad news in 
the world, where can you 

find signs of hope? 
Hope is a magazine that will touch you, 
move you, and inspire you to make 
positive changes for yourself - and 
for our world. We help you appreciate 
the good in people and the positive 
signs of hope all around you. 

An annual subscription (6 bi-monthly 
issues) is only $15.97. It's all you 
could hope for in a magazine. 

#_.~DSlfo 
J1 Century of Quaker Care ~~~ 

~ ~~ 
.. ~Oons~o Featuring: Skilled Nursing Care 

• Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy • 
• Activities and Special Events • Patient, supportive staff • 

Medicaid/Medicare Certified 

Friends Home will soon become a 
Continuing Care Retirement Community 

Coming soon: Assisted Living with Alzheimers Floor 
4:,DSfto 

Introducing: the~~~} Apartments and cottages for 
"l J.!ill ~o~ independent retirement living 
vJ age 

.5-d~ G~J"" C"" &118 

For more information on our current or future services call: 
Friends Home at Woodstown: 856-769-1500 • The Village: 856-769-5035 

PO Box 457 1 Friends Drive Woodstown NJ 08098 
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Milestones 

Deaths 
Brown-Edith Farley Brown, 82, on February 17, 
2004, in the Carlisle Regional Medical Center, 
Carlisle, Pa. She was born on August 29, 1921, in 
Norristown, Pa., the daughter of Edith (Young) 
Farley and Walter S. Farley, a farmer who had 
been a major in the Marines in the South Pacific. 
Because Walter wanted his children to receive a 
Quaker education, Edith anended Middletown 
Meeting in Langhorne and graduated from George 
School in 1939. For one year she attended Earlham 
College on a work-study scholarship, and then 
received a full scholarship to University of Penn­
sylvania, where she earned a bachelor's degree in 
Social Work and a master's degree in Education. 
During World War 11 she worked in Philadelphia 
mental hospitals, where she met a conscientious 
objector named Fran cis A Brown. After their mar­
riage in 1945, Edith was employed as a social 
worker while Frank taught wood shop at George 
School. She went on to teach in New Jersey and 
later became a reading and elementary education 
teacher in the Harrisburg School Disaict. Their 
growing family belonged to Edith's home monthly 
meeting of Middletown, aansferred to Media 
Meeting, then Doylestown and Harrisburg meet­
ings. Before their retirement, Edith and Frank 
aansferred their membership to Carlisle Meeting, 
and a&er retirement, they lived in Elliorsburg, 
where Edith was a founding member of the Perry 
County Friends Worship Group. An ourspoken 
advocate for Friends concerns, she taught First-day 
school, served as a Bucks County Girl Scout leader, 
and was involved in peace and justice projecrs, 
especially issues concerning the pligh t of Native 
American youth and feeding the hungry. H er chil­
dren have fond memories of hours spent with their 
music-loving parenrs; Edith at the piano, and Frank 
singing. Edith was predeceased by her husband, 
Francis A Brown, in April 200 1. She is survived by 
her children, Timothy F. Brown, Thomas A. 
Brown, Deborah B. Hammack, and Pamela B. 
Gibney; eight granddaughters; her brother, Walter 
S. Farley Jr.; two sisters, Sara Gray, and Helen 
Michaelian; nine nieces, and one nephew. 

Burck-Mildred Marshall Burck, 83, on March 
26, 2004, in Corvallis, Oreg., of Parkinson's dis­
ease. She was born July 1, 1920, in Whittier, 
Calif., to Harold D. and Elma (Gregg) Marshall, 
members of First Friends Church. M ildred spent 
one year at Westtown School, graduated from 
Whittier College in 1941, and worked as a labora­
tory chemist. On August 24, 1945, she married 
C larence R. Burck, a Mennonite CO &om Al­
bany, Oreg., who was serving four years in an 
AFSC-administered CPS camp in Glendora, Ca­
lif. After Clarence completed his final semester at 
Goshen College in Indiana, they moved to Or­
egon, where Mildred became a founding member 
of Pacific Yearly Meeting. In 1957, the couple 
adopted two 3-year-old children &om Korea, Roger 
and Ellen. Mildred was the longtime statistical 
secretary of Pacific Yearly Meering and a member 
of the successive monthly meetings encompassing 
Corvallis, now Corvallis Meeting of North Pacific 
Yearly Meeting. In 1967, she attended the Friends 
World Conference at Guilford College and Pacific 
Yearly Meeting and, when the Yearly Meeting 
divided in two, also North Pacific Yearly Meeting, 
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every summer until she was too ill to travel. She 
was a member of FOR, League ofWomen Voters, 
American Association of University Women, 
American C ivil Liberties Union, United Nations 
Association, and other organizations involved in 
public life. She loved to travel, taking her elderly 
mother to visit Mildred's brother Alan in Austra­
lia, and visiting Friends like Mildred Kane, of 
Mulmomah Meeting in Portland, Oreg., who was 
training Palestinian teachers for United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration. Mildred 
Burck was predeceased by her husband, Clarence 
R. Burck in 1972. She is survived by her daughter, 
Ellen Looney; two sons, Gordon Burck, and Roger 
Burck and partner Jim Raney; four grandsons; a 
brother, Alan Marshall; and a sister, Mary Wood. 

Mongar-]ohn Lawrence Oack) Mongar, 82, on 
March 3, 2004, in Manor Township, Lancaster 
County, Pa. He was born on July 23, 1921, in 
Calgary, Alberta, to John Lindsey and Ethel 
Adelaide Hawes Mongar. His family moved to 
England in his youth, and at the age of 14 he began 
factory work. During World War II he was em­
ployed as a metallurgical chemist researching tolu­
ene, a substance used in the manufacture of explo­
sives. He also studied at Birkbeck College. where 
the bombing of London created havoc, and where 
he encountered Marxists and Quakers. Although 
he had been an active member of the Anglican 
Church and had even joined a lay order, the spiri­
tual writings of Thomas Kelly and Rufus Jones 
became his focus. The news of the atomic bomb­
ing ofHiroshima was a turning point in his life. He 
became a pacifist and an ardent activist in rhe 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. In the late 
1950s he helped design the peace symbol from rhe 
superimposed semaphore letters N and D for 
"Nuclear Disarmament." H e became a member of 
the Committee of One Hundred wirh Bertrand 
Russell, and in one demonstration against nuclear 
weapons, Jack was arrested and jailed. He was 
active in rhe establishment of the School of Peace 
Studies at Bradford University and the Center for 
the Analysis of Conflict at University College, 
London. Jack changed his career from metallurgi­
cal chemistry to pharmacology and earned a PhD 
in Biochemistry in 1950 from the University of 
London. For 40 years he taught Pharmacology and 
performed biomedical research at University Col­
lege, London, raising rhree children wirh his first 
wife, Phyllis Mongar. Afrer retirement Jack be­
came committed to the search for a holistic ap­
proach to medicine rhat would unite scientific 
with spiritual approaches. He and his second wife, 
Carol MacCormack, both taught at Woodbrooke 
Retreat Center, were members of the British Quaker 
Universalist Group, and were active in W estrninister 
Meeting in London. In 1990 they moved to the 
United States. T he couple transformed an old 
Lancaster County one-room schoolhouse into a 
home, a center of hospitality and gardening. and a 
place where Jack developed his wood sculpting. 
"following the wood," to liberate images of soft­
ness and warmth from crude chunks. In 18 years of 
woodcarving, he created over 750 pieces. Some of 
those are on display in the Hillside H aven Sculp­
ture Gardens, emphasizing native plants and or­
ganic growing practices that he developed with 
Maria Cattell, his companion after Carol's death 
in 1997. Jack was active in rendering Lancaster 
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Kendal-Crosslands residents nurture an 
array of life-affirming opportunities: 

•140 resident-directed interest groups 
• lifelong learning at the University of 
Delaware and West Chester University 

• two 11,000-volume, resident-run libraries 
• 300 acres with trails, woods, ponds 
• on-site concerts and lectures 
•local community volunteer opportunities 

Named as one of the nation's top 25 
continuing care retirement communities, 
Kendal-Crosslands is not-for-profit and 
Quaker-related. Full services, lifetime 
restraint-free health care. 

~NDAL~CROSSLANDS 
Communities 

610-388-7001 • 1-800-216-1920 
P.O. Box 100 • Kennett Square. PA 19348 

www.kcc.kendal.org 

Are some Q!iaker perspectives 
on the wrong track? 

Do you want to know what sincere Quakers think, who 
truly advocate peace, justice, and helping the poorest of the 
poor, but who think many Quaker perspectives are on the 
wrong track? 

Try reading The Q!taker Economist, a free weekly online news 
commentary on peace, justice, and world affairs, somewhat 
different from the usual Quaker line. 

Over eighty letters have now been published and appear on 
thee-mails of over 600 subscribers, mostly Quakers. To see 
them all online, visit http:/ /tqe.quaker.org. To subscribe (free), 
send an e-mail to tqe-suhscribe@quaker.org. 
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Subscribe to DS jOURNAL 

Act now and guarantee an ongoing with some of the 
most stimulating Quaker thought and life today. As an independent 

Quaker magazine that celebrates and explores a broad spectrum of 

Friends beliefs and experience, FRIENDS JOURNAL also provides access 
to a community that keeps our faith strong. It offers the chance to 

benefit from the personal testimonies and insights of fellow seekers 

and offers companionship on our spiritual paths. 

FRIENDS jOURNAL can be a lifeline. It challenges complacency; 
stimulates reflection, and stirs us to action. It keeps our Friends 
testimonies dearly before us. 

Join us. Subscribe today, read us every day. 

Get a full year of FRIENDS j OURNAL delivered to your door for just $35. 
That's about $2.92 per copy, a 42% savings off the $5.00 cover price. 
0 Yes, send me one year of FRIENDS j OURNAL for $35 ( 12 issues). 
(Outside North America, please add $8.) 
0 I want to save even more; start my two-year subscription now for $65 (24 issues). 
(Outside North America, please add $16.) 
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Fo r fastest service, log on to <www.friendsjournal.org> 
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This special offer expires on December 3 1, 2004. 
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Meeting a more physically attractive, sociable, and 
intellectually and spiritually stimulating environ­
ment. H e starred and convened both Outreach and 
Aesthetics committees. He initiated the practice of 
wearing namerags and built a rack for them; en­
hanced adulr education by initiating study groups; 
and he was a spark plug for Quaker Talk, the 
meeting's Sunday morning adult discussion group. 
Jack found pathways to spiritual enrichment in 
holistic medicine, massage, medication, prayer, and 
Qi Gong. H e worked as a hospice volunteer, giv­
ing over I ,000 hours of service. Jack was prede­
ceased by his second wife, Carol MacCormack. He 
is survived by his first wife, Phyllis Mongar; his 
companion, Maria Carrell; two sons, Andrew L. 
Mongar and Richard J. Mongar; a daughter, Susan 
]. Jappie; a stepson, Paul R. Hoffer and wife 
Caroline Hoffer; five grandchildren; three step­
grandchildren; and a twin brother, William C. 
Mongar and wife Patricia Mongar. 

Stratton-john Perley Stratton, 69, on January 30, 
2004, in Durham, N.C. John was born February 
25, 1935, in Montclair, N.J., to Arthur and Edith 
(Pickett) Stratton, the second of four children. 
John attended O lney Friends Boarding School in 
Barnesville, Ohio, as did his parents, siblings, and 
many cousins. John went on to Earlham College in 
Richmond, Ind., and graduated from Harvard 
Medical School in 1961. He completed his inter­
nal medicine residency and hematology fellowship 
at Cincinnati General Hospital, and there he met 
Janice Deas while they were both interns. After 
their wedding in 1963, they worked for two years 
at Friends Hospiral in Kaimosi, Kenya, a term that 
const.i tuted John's alternative military service. In 
1965, just before returning to Cincinnati to finish 
medical training, John delivered his first daughter. 
John worked part rime at Lincoln Communiry 
Health Center from 1970 to 1990 and, after leav­
ing private practice, continued there full-rime from 
1990 to 1994, when he retired because of 
Parkinson's Disease and prostate cancer. In retire­
ment, John volunteered for Durham County Lit­
eracy Council, NC Rails-to-Trails, and Senior 
PharmAssist, where he was chairman of the board. 
H e volunteered weekly with H abitat for Human­
ity's retiree ("geezers") group, participating in the 
construction of many homes for local residents. 
He took courses in woodrurning and woodwork­
ing, and created many beautiful objects for f.unily, 
friends, and Durham Meeting. A lifelong Friend, 
John was an active member of Durham Meeting 
for 35 years, serving in several positions and on many 
committees. H e served on the Carolina Friends 
School Board of Directors for 16 years, serving as 
chairman, when he had the honor of signing high 
school diplomas for his daughters. John spent many 
weekends exploring, and camping around North 
Carolina and, with Jan in later years, in Spain, 
Central and South America, Canada, and the west­
ern United Stares. In recent years, he took special 
joy in building roys and furniture with and for his 
grandchildren. John was predeceased by his two­
year-old son, Richard, in 1973. He is survived by 
his wife, Janice Deas Stratton; two daughters, Sara 
Stratton and husband Uli Hartmond, and Alice 
Stratton and husband Mike Durkin; grandchil­
dren, Natalie Hartmond, Isabelle Hartmond, and 
Nicholas Durkin; brothers, W ilmer Stratton and 
Richard Stratton; and sister, Dorothy Churchwell. 
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Marriage continued from page 10 

us models for making marriages work. We 
need to be more vocal about the heat we 
find in our marriages, so that couples 
know that all of us go through this smelt­
ing. We need to be sharing the joys of dis­
covery that come with the new steel we 
develop. We need to be open with one 
another about how the struggle in the 
shadows of our intimate lives is not the 
end. At the end is Light. The fact that we 
don't emerge from the darkness of our 
married lives easily needs to be lifted up, 
so that we all learn where wisdom comes 
from. 

Marriage needs new wisdom, not an 
old structure. We need to stop censuring 
ourselves. We need to share what really 
goes on in a marriage, and we need to 
develop new models that openly explore 
the struggle that goes into learning how 
to love. 

Doing so will require both courage and 
humility-I know this from my own per­
sonal experience. During times of marital 
stress I haven't always acted very Quakerly. 
The tough stories of my own marriage are 
embarrassing and instructive. They are 
embarrassing because the crucible that 
heated up did not always bring out the 
best in me. But they are instructive 
because I've learned so much from them. 
Wisdom is born out of suffering and 
struggle, and without those trying times I 
wouldn't know much about how to love. 
The main thing I've learned from the 
marital crucible is the value of humility. 

I don't have the courage-let alone my 
wife's permission-to put down on paper 
the stories of my own marital struggles. I 
do commit myself to talking openly about 
my own struggle to learn to love. I am 
willing to do so if it will help someone else 
find a way out of darkness into the light. 
Would you, dear reader, be willing to 
share, too? 0 
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With corporate misdeeds running rampant, GreenMoney Journal is your financial 
watchdog. Nominated three times for "General Excellence" by Utne and the 
Independent Press Association, GreenMoney Journal has been a leader in the field 
of socially responsible investing since 1992. 

By subscription only: $50 per year 

from the stockmarket to the supermarket 

800.849.8751 • www.greenmoney.com 
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For Students with Learning Differences 
Multisensory teaching strategies 

for diverse learning styles 

DElAWARE VALLEY 

FRIENDS SCHOOL 

Prospective Parent Open House 
da tes f or 2004-05: 

October 27 • November 17 
December 15 • January 26 
February 16 • March 16 

April 13 • May 11 
Professional Open House dates: 

October 13 • January 12 

College Preparatory • Grades 7 -12 

Summer Program 

19 East Central :\w. • Paoli. 1'.\ 19:~01 
610-640-4150 • www.dvfs.org 
("iiiiiJIUS lm·ated off Routes :~o & :.!;;:.!. 

t\H) hlodis fnun the Paoli tJ·ain .,tat ion 
H-<lay o,.ton-(;ittinylumr 

.-\ssot·iate /.('1'('/ Truininy ('oursc: 
./Ult(' 16-.2-.1. :.!00,) 

Books Wanted 
Harvest Book Company LLC 

Books of Merit Bought & Sold Since r988 

www.HarvestBooks.com 

185 Commerce Drive Call: 800.563.1222 
Ft. Washington. PA 19034 215.619.0307 
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Gree~!_~~ 
.. the small school that 

makes big people" 

Greene Street Friends School 
5511 Greene Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

• 
Pre-K through Grade 8 

Founded in 1855 

Please call TODAY for a 
tour. 215-438-7545 

Forum continued .from p.5 

A case for "process theology" 
This is as much a time for spiritual 

reflection for many of us as it is a time for 
civic engagement. Natural change, ecology, 
compassion, and God are viewed as essential 
parts of the same big picture. 

There is a special field of theology for this 
view of the universe, process theology, which 
sees nature as a network of relatives, friends, 
neighbors, and predators-not a command­
and-control monolith. T hus, God does not 
control the universe so much as God 
encourages cooperation within it. 

Just imagine the universe as geese flying 
in unison. Somehow they know their 
seasonal migration path from hemisphere to 
hemisphere, even when none of the geese in 
the flock has ever flown it before. They share 
a knowledge that comes to them miraculously 
from who knows where, and they live as 
though they are sharing one big life together. 

There are plenty of surprises in this life. 
Our flock of geese might fly unwittingly into 
a thunderstorm in spite of its best cooperative 
efforts. Uncertainty is built in. Process 
theology is a strong argument for free will. 

The grandfather of process theology, 
mathematician and philosopher Alfred 
North Whitehead, sought to develop a new 
philosophy of thought that embraced modern 
scientific theories such as Charles Darwin's 
evolution and Albert Einstein's relativity. 
Process theologians are willing to speculate 
about God's existence and to relate that 
existence to what we know about science. 

Process theology is not static. It rejects 
the notion that we should understand God 
precisely the same way throughout all of 
human history, because understanding the 
truth is a process of progressive growth. 
Human knowledge is continually growing, 
and human nature is continually improving. 

Tradition is absorbed by this process: 
growth builds new structures on old 
foundations. This is what biologists call 
evolutionary growth. Rev. Rick Marshall 
describes that evolutionary growth in a 
recent issue of Process & Faith this way: "I 
love the Bible because of process 
theology. I've discovered that the Bible has 
been relational all along. Love makes sense 
now .... Persuasive power instead of 
coercive power as an important distinction 
allows me to see God differently." 

To me, process theology is about the 
Holy Spirit that is shared by all of us as the 
inspiration to do good. 

Tom Louderback 
Louisville, Ky. 

Classified 
For Information call (215) 563-8629. 
Fax (21 5) 568-13n. 
E-mail: adsales@friendsjournal.org 
Classified rates 75¢ per word. Minimum charge is $20. 
Logo is additional $18. Add 10% if boxed. 1 0% 
discount for three consecutive insertions, 25% for six. 
Appearance of any advertisement does not 
imply endorsement by Friends Journal. 

Classified Ad Deadlines: 
November issue: September 13 
December issue: October 11 

Submit your ad to: 
Advertising Manager, Friends Journal 
1216 Arch Street, 2A 
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835 
(215) 563-8629 

Accommodations 
Burtt House Friends Center, Ithaca (New York) Friends 
Meeting. Rooms for sojourners, students, residents. Historic 
home, site ol peace activism and outreach. Beautiful lake 
view, adjacent to waterfall. Ithaca College nearby; short 
walk to Cornell University and downtown. Intentional com­
munity of four to six persons sharing Quaker values and 
concerns. Common kitchen, living areas, laundry. 227 N. 
Willard Way, Ithaca, NY 14850. Contact Ginny at (607) 272-
3471or Wilma at <wilmabny@hotmail.com>. 

Washington , D.C., your destination? The Washington Of­
fice of the American Friends Service Committee at 1822 R 
Street, NW, offers overnight accommodations in a Quaker 
tradition. Reasonable rates. Two blocks from Dupont Circle 
subway station on the Red Line; close to galleries and 
bookstores. Shared and single rooms available. Gays, lesbi­
ans and people of color are welcome. (202) 232-3196 or 
<davishouse@ afsc.org>. 

Visiting Maine? Friendly accommodations at lovely Midcoast 
Maine Bed and Breakfast Inn. Four star dining. Great base 
for touring the midcoast attractions: Monhegan Island, 
Boothbay Harbor, Camden, Bar Harbor and Acadia. <WWW 

.newcaslleinn.com>, (207) 563-5685. 

Quaker Hill Conference Center-Richmond, Indiana. Over­
night accommodations at Woodard Lodge and the historic 
Evans House are available year-round for travelers to the 
Richmond area. Our facilities are also available for retreats, 
meetings, family get-togethers, and other private gatherings. 
For details and reservations, call (765) 962-5741, e·mail 
<quakerhill@parallax.ws>, or visit our website at <http:// 
www.qhcc.org>. 

Seattle-Affordable, private travelers' rooms available at 
Quaker House. Contact Megan Snyder-Camp at University 
Friends Meetinghouse, 4001 9th Avenue NE, Seattle, WA 
98015. (206) 632-9839. 

Wllflam Penn House, Washington, D.C. Quaker Seminars, 
youth programs, bed and breakfast. Five blocks from the 
Capitol, Supreme Court, and near Smithsonian museums. 
Shared accommodations for individuals and groups. Gays, 
lesbians, and people of color are welcome. 515 East 
Capitol Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003, (202) 543-5560, 
fax (202) 543-3814, <director@wmpennhouse.org>, <WWW 

.Quaker.org/penn·house>. 

Looking for a c reat ive living alternative in New York 
City? Penington Friends House may be the place for you! 
We are looking for people of all ages who want to make a 
serious commitment to a community lifestyle based on 
Quaker principles. For information call (212) 673-1 730. We 
also have overnight accommodations. 

Santa Fe-Simply charming adobe guest apartment at our 
historic meetinghouse. Fireplace, bath, kitchenette, very 
convenient to downtown and galleries, as well as our tran­
quil garden. One night-one month stays, affordable. Call 
(505) 983-7241. 

Beacon Hllf Friends Hou se: Quaker-sponsored residence 
of 19 interested in community living, spiritual growth, peace, 
and social concerns. All faiths welcome. For information, ap­
plication: BHFH, 6 Chestnut Street, Boston, MA 02108-
3624. (617) 227-9118. Overnight and short-term accommo­
dations also available. <directors@bhfh.org>; <www.bhfh 
.org> . 

Pittsburgh-Well located, affordable, third-floor (walkup) 
guest rooms with shared bath. Single or double occupancy. 
Kitchen available. Contact: House Manager, Friends Meet­
inghouse, 4836 Ellsworth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213. 
Telephone: (412) 683-2669. 

Chicago-Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends meetinghouse. Short- or long-term. Contact: Sofia 
Community, Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60637. (773) 288-3066. 
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When you are in Southern Oregon, Anne Hathaway's 
Cottage in Ashland is a convenient, Friendly place to stay. 
(800) 643-4434. 

Coming to London? Friendly B&B just a block from the 
British Museum and very close to London University. A central 
location for all tourist activities. Ideal for persons traveling 
alone. Direct subway and bus links with Heathrow Airport. 
The Penn Club, 21 Bedford Place, London WC1B 5JJ. 
Telephone: +44 (207) 636-4718. Fax: +44 (207) 636-5516. 
<WWW.pennclub.co.uk>. 

Assistance Sought 

Catsitters wanted for February and March 2005. Large 
two bedroom apartment in Brighton, Englancl----{)ne hour 
train from London. <Zvi@dircon.co.uk>. 

Books and Publications 
General Plenty 

A book about the Path to Peace 
A family gathers for Thanksgiving after 9/11 and reviews 
humanity's current position and course, discovering a prag­
matic, science-based triumph of the human spirit is now 
both possible and necessary. Hope emerges because a 
viable path really does exist. West by Northwest Online 
Magazine recently said General Plenty is "probably one of 
the best books ever written or read on the political and 
human task of achieving peace and prosperity." General 
Plenty's website is www.teleologlcs.org 

THE LAST TESTAMENT-The Gospel of Jesus of Nazareth. 
"Simply remarkable, and full of surprises. Few works delve 
more deeply into the Scriptures or raise such compelling 
questions. Have your Bible handy-you'll need it!" Learn 
more online at <www.thelasttestament.com>. 

Call for our latest catalog, which always includes many 
new titles, or check our website <www.quakerbooks 
. org> for the latest in Quaker books. 
We think ours is the most comprehensive listing of Quaker­
related material available. We can order any book (Quaker 
or not) and search for out-of-print titles. Talk to us about 
book tables for your meeting, and discounts for spiritual 
formation or study groups. 
Books shipped worldwide. 
To order or inquire, call us at (800) 966-4556 
or e-mail: <bookstore@fgcquaker.org> 
or visit: <www.quakerbooks .org>. 

Friends Bulletin, magazine of Western U.S. Quakers, 
subscription $16. Sample copies free. A Western Quaker 
Reader. $20. Pamphlet "Islam from a Quaker Perspective": 
$4 (including postage). Friends Bulletin, 3223 Danaha 
Street, Torrance, CA 90505. <westernquaker.net>; 
<friendsbul@aol.com>. 

You're in good company with Friends United Press au­
thors, including Douglas Steere, Howard Thurman, Daisy 
Newman, John Punshon, Tom Mullen, Doug Gwyn, Louise 
Wilson, Wil Cooper, T. Canby Jones, D. Elton Trueblood­
and, of course, George Fox, John Woolman, and William 
Penn. Inspiration, humor, fiction, and history that take you to 
the roots of Quaker beginnings, belief, and beyond. Write 
101-A Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, IN 47374 for a free 
catalog or call (800) 537-8839. <WWW.fum.org>. 

Quaker Books: Rare and out-of-print journals, history, 
religion, inspirational. Contact us for specific books or 
topics. Vintage Books, 181 Hayden Rowe Street, 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. (508) 435-3499. E-mail us at 
<vintage@ gis.net>. 

For Sale 

Candle lanterns hand-crafted from sus­
tainably harvested wood. Available with two 
mirrors $50, wavy opaque glass $50, plain 
glass $35, plus shipping of $10. Order at 
<steplightly@earthaven.org>; (828) 669-
2073 or Clark Goslee Earthaven Ecovillage, 
1 025 Camp Elliott Rd., Black Mt., NC 28711. 

Opportunities 
Quaker House Ann Arbor has periodic openings in a six­
person intentional community based on Friends principles. 
(734) 761-7435. <quakerhouse@umich.edu>; <www.ic.org 
. qhaa>. 

FRIENDS JoURNAL September 2004 

To consider mountain view retirement property, near a 
Friends center, visit <arizonafriends.com> or write Roy Joe 
and Ruth Stuckey, 1182 Hornbeam Road, Sabina, OH 45169. 

Costa Rica Study Tours: Visit the Quaker community in 
Monteverde. For information and a brochure contact Sarah 
Stuckey: 011 (506) 645-5436; write: Apdo. 46-5655, Monte­
verde, Costa Rica; e-mail:<crstudy@racsa.co.cr>; <WWW 
crstudytours com> or call in the USA (520) 364-8694 

Do you care about the future 
of the Religious Society of Friends? 

A deferred gilt with Friends General Conference (be­
quest, charitable gift annuity, trust) will nurture a v ital 
Religious Society of Friends. 

m For information, please contact Michael 
Wajda at FGC, 1216 Arch Street, 2-B, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107; (215) 561-1700; 
<michaelw@fgcquaker.org>. 

Friends Center with unprogrammed Christian orien­
tation, Barnesville, Ohio, offers quiet, welcoming space 
for personal retreats with optional spiritual consultation. 
Planned group retreats are also being scheduled. Write 
Bill Taber, 61357 Sandy Ridge Road, Barnesville, OH 
43713, or call (740) 425-1248. 

October at Pendle Hill 
October 8-10: Inquirers' Weekend: Basic Quakerism, 
with Mary Ellen Chijioke and Michael Wajda 
October 17-22: Spirit-led Community: Early Chris­
tians and Early Friends, with Timothy Peat 
October 22-24: Understanding John's Gospel, with 
Timothy Peat 
October 22-24: Conscience and War: Helping Each 
Other Explore Our Leadings, with Rosa Packard and 
Jim Hamilton 
October 24-29: Earth and the Sacred: Green Spiritual­
ity in an Age of Environmental Passion, with Mark I. 
Wallace 
October 29-31: Chanting: Songs of the Soul, with 
Beverly Shepard 

I For more information, contact: Pendie Hill, 338 
Plush Mill Road, Wallingford, PA 19086-6099. (800) 
742-3150, extension 142. <www.pendiehill.org> . 

Quaker Writers and Artists! 
Quakers used to shun the arts-but no more! Join the 
Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts; get our exciting, infor­
mative newsletter, "Types & Shadows"; keep up with 
other artistic Friends around the country; and help create 
a new chapter in Quaker history. Membership: $24/yr. 
FQA, P.O. Box 58565, Philadelphia, PA 19102. e-mail: 
<fqa@quaker.org>. Web: <www.quaker.org/fqa>. 

Personals 
Single Booklovers, a national group, has been getting 
unattached booklovers together since 1970. Please write 
P.O . Box 1658, Andalusia, PA 19020 or call (800) 717-5011. 

Concerned c5ingkQ 
Concerned Singles links socially conscious singles who 
care about peace, social justice, race, gender equity, envi­
ronment. Nationwide/international. All ages, straighVgay. 
Since 1984. Free sample: Box 444-FJ, Lenox Dale, MA 
01242; (413) 243-4350; <WWW.concernedsingles.com>. 

Positions Vacant 
FRI ENDS COM MITTS£ ON 

RFC 
UNL 
NATIONAl lEGISI..ATIO~ 

Director of Information Services (Communications) 
FCNL, a nonpartisan Quaker lobby in the public interest 
located in Washington, D.C., seeks a Director for Infor­
mation Services. The Director is a new senior staff posi­
tion and will oversee the full range of FCNL's communi­
cations needs, including publications, website, other online 
communications, press secretary functions, and will su­
pervise three professional staff. Requires five or more 
years related experience. Applications Will be considered 
beginning Sept. 15 until the position is filled. Find infor­
mation about FCNL at <www.fcnl.org>. To apply, e-mail a 
business letter and resume to <search@fcni.org> or mail 
to 245 Second St. NE, Washington, DC 20002-5795 

Friend in Residence-Burtt House Friends Center, ithaca 
(New York) Friends Meeting. Person or couple to oversee 
the functioning of the Burtt House, to nourish the spirit of 
cooperation within small intentional living community shar­
ing Quaker values and concerns, and to serve as liaison to 
Meeting. Experience with Quaker traditions required. Historic 
home. site of peace activism and outreach. Living space 
plus common kitchen, laundry. Beautiful lake view, adjacent 
to waterfall. Ithaca College nearby; short walk to Cornell 
University and downtown. 227 N. Willard Way, Ithaca, NY 
14850. Contact Ginny at (607) 272-3471 or Wilma at 
<wilmabny@hotmail.com>. 

Resident managers. The American Friends Service Com­
mittee seeks live-in co-resident managers for 9-bed guest 
facilities at its Washington Office in the Dupont Circle neigh­
borhood of Washington, D.C. Fostering Quaker hospitality, 
the resident managers book ovemight guests, supervise 
housekeeper, arrange relief house-sitters, oversee opera­
tions, and market the guest accommodations. The AFSC is 
an AA/EEO employer. Contact Willa Streater, (215) 241-
7167, or <wstreater@afsc.org>. 

Plainfield, Indiana Friends Meeting is seeking a full-time 
pastor to provide spiritual leadership. We are a diverse 
group in the midst of a growing community. We prefer 
someone with Quaker affiliation but will consider other de­
nominations. Immediate opening. Send resume to: Mary 
Hubbard, 517 Kentucky Avenue, Plainfield, IN 46168. Phone: 
(317) 839-7653. 

Redw ood Forest Friends Meeting seeks Resident 
Friend(s). Small living quarters provided. Located 60 miles 
north of San Francisco and 25 miles from Pacific Ocean. 
Write to Resident Friend Liaison, Post Office Box 1831, 
Santa Rosa, CA 95402; or, <avboone@sonic.net>. 

Interns: 9-12 month commitment. Assist with hospitality 
and seminar planning at William Penn House. Room and 
board with small stipend. Applications from gays, lesbians, 
and people of color are welcome. 5 blocks from the Capitol, 
Supreme Court, and near the Smithsonian Museums. 515 
East Capitol Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003, (202) 543-
5560, fax: (202) 543-3814, <director@wmpennhouse.org>, 
<www.Quaker.org/penn-house>. 

Real Estate 
Quaker realtor specializing in Bucks County, Pa., and 
Mercer County, N.J . I welcome the opportunity to exceed 
your expectations. Mark Fulton, Prudential Fox and Roach 
Realtors, 83 South Main Street, Yardley, PA 19067. (215) 
493-0400 ext. 131 . 

NEW MEXICO. "Little House in the Big Woods." For sale, 
modern 2000-square-foot house on 9 secluded acres, part 
wooded, part meadow. Guest house, bam. Asking $449,000. 
One hour north of Santa Fe. 45 minutes south of Taos. (505) 
587-0218. 

Rentals & Retreats 
Looking for a Friendly environment? Two rooms and 
bath in converted meetinghouse. Beautiful countryside near 
Birmingham Meeting, West Chester, Pa. Utilities included. 
Kitchen privileges. Smoke free. Available 9/1/04. (610) 793-
1363. dhlcarroll@comcast.net 

Chincoteague Island, Va. Two charming, adjacent, fully 
equipped vacation homes sleep 8 or 1 0. A few miles to 
protected Assateague Island (wild ponies, ocean beaches, 
birds). From Labor Day to mid June, from $210/weekend to 
< $500/wk. each. Polite pets permitted. (703) 448-8678, 
<markvanraden@yahoo.com>. 

For rent in SE Arizona. Friends Southwest Center (near 
Bisbee/Douglas) seeking long-term residents who value 
peace, nature, and cooperation. Small, furnished two­
bedroom farmhouse in friendly 66-acre community. Delight­
ful climate, walking paths, magnificent mountain views, 
proximity to sandhill cranes, Chiricahua National Monu­
ment, New Mexico, border and artist communities. Strong, 
active area Quaker presence. $300 per month + utilities. 
References, one month deposit, assistive pets only please. 
(520) 642-1648 or e-mail: <azeveready@juno.com>. 

Seeking quiet? Healing? Deeper prayer? Study time? 
Individual retreat facil ities. $30/day room, board, and guid­
ance if desired. Beautiful mountain views, hiking trails. 
Faith-based and interfaith . East Mounta in Retreat Cen­
ter, Lois Rose-Directo r (UCC minister and lgnatian 
spiritual director). 8 Lake Buel Road, Great Barrington, 
MA 01230-1450. P/F-(413) 528-6617. Website: <WWW 
.eastretreat.org>. 

Blueberry Cottage on organic lavender, blueberry, and 
dairy goat farm in the mountains of N. Carolina. Pond, 
mountain views, protected river. Sleeps 8+. Family farm 
visit or romantic getaway. Near Celo Friends Meeting. By 
week or day. <www.mountainfarm.net> or (866) 212 -
2100 . 
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Cape May, N.J. Beach House-weekly rentals; weekend 
rentals in off-season. Sleeps 12+. Great for family re­
umons! Block from beach. Close to mall. Ocean views 
from wraparound porch. Call: (718) 398-3561. 

Paris: Near Bastille Opera House. Lum1nous, completely 
renovated one-bedroom on 6th floor of elevator building. 
New appliances and furnishings, antiques, oriental rugs, 
and art. Authentic Parisian neighborhood with food shops, 
bakeries, wine merchants, open-air markets, and outdoor 
cafes. Metro/bus closeby. $850/wk. <ldavid@thewortd.com>; 
(781) 237-0153. 

Cuernavaca, Mexico: Families, friends, study groups 
enjoy this beautiful Mexican house. Mexican family 
staff provide excellent food and care. Six twin bed­
rooms, with bath and own entrance. Large living and 
dining room, long terrace with dining area and moun­
tain and volcano views. Large garden and heated pool. 
Close to historic center and transportation. Call Edith 
Nicholson (01 1) 52-777-3180383, or Joe Nicholson, 
{502) 894-9720. 

Pocono Manor. Beaut1ful, rust1c mounta1n house suitable 
for gatherings, retreats, and reunions. Seven bedrooms. 
Three full baths. Beds for 15. Fully equipped. Deck with 
mountain view. Hiking trails from back door. Weekends or 
by the week, April through October. Contact Melanie Douty: 
{215) 736-0948. 

Retirement Living 

Friends Homes, Inc., founded by North 
Carolina Yearly Meeting of the Society of 
Friends, has been providing retirement op­
tions since 1968. Both Friends Homes at 
Guilford and Friends Homes West are fee­
for-service, continuing care retirement com-

munities offering independent living, assisted living, 
and skilled nursing care. Located in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, both communities are close to Guilford Col­
lege and several Friends meetings. Enjoy the beauty 
of four seasons, as well as outstanding cultural, intel­
lectual, and spiritual opportunities in an area where 
Quaker roots run deep. For information please call: 
(336) 292-9952, or write: Friends Homes West, 6100 
W. Friendly Avenue, Greensboro, NC 27410. Friends 
Homes, Inc. owns and operates communities dedi­
cated to the letter and spirit of Equal Housing Opportu­
nity. <www.friendshomes.org>. 

~~ 
SERVICES FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

Kendal communities and services reflect sound man­
agement, adherence to Quaker values, and respect for 
each individual. 
Continuing care retirement communities: 
Kendal at Longwood; Crosslands • Kennett Square, Pa. 
Kendal at Hanover • Hanover, N.H. 
Kendal at Oberlin • Oberlin , Ohio 
Kendal at Ithaca • Ithaca, N.Y. 
Kendal at Lexington • Lexington, Va. 
Communities under development: 
Kendal on Hudson • Sleepy Hollow, N.Y. 
Kendal at Granville • Granville, Ohio 
Independent living with residential services: 
Coniston and Cartmel • Kennett Square, Pa. 
Nursing care, residential and assisted living: 
Barclay Friends • West Chester, Pa. 
Advocacy/education programs: 
Untie the Elderly • Pa. Restraint Reduction Initiative 
Kendal Corporation Internships 
For information, call or write: Doris Lambert, The Kendal 
Corporation, P.O. Box 100, Kennett Square, PA 19348. 
(610) 388-5581. E-mail: <info@kcorp.kendal.org>. 

Walton Retirement Home, a nonprofit ministry of Ohio 
Yearly Meeting since 1944, offers an ideal place for re­
ti~ement. Both .assisted living and independent living fa­
Cihtles are available. For fu rther information, please call 
Nirmal or Diana Kaul at (740) 425-2344, or write to Walton 
Retirement Home, 1254 East Main Street, Barnesville, 
OH 43713. 

Beautiful Pleasant HiiJ, Tennessee. Diverse activist 
community. Full Service facility. Independent homes to skilled 
nursing care. Quaker meeting on premises. (931) 277-5003, 
Ph1l Thomforde. (931) 277-3518, off1ce, brochure. 
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Schools 
Accepting Applications for Boarding 

and Day Students! 

Arthur Morgan School 
60 AMS Circle, Burnsville, NC 28714 

(828) 675-4262 
<info@ arthurmorganschool.org> 
<www.arthurmorganschool.org> 

A Living, Learning Community for 7th, 8th, 
& 9th Graders 

United Friends School: coed; preschool-S; emphasizing 
integrated, developmentally appropriate curriculum, after 
school arts, sports, and music programs. Busing available. 
1018 West Broad Street, Quakertown, PA 18951. (215) 
538-1733. <www.unitedfriendsschool.org>. 

Lansdowne Friends School-a small Friends school for 
boys and girts three years of age through sixth grade, rooted 
in Quaker values. We provide children with a quality academic 
and a developmentally appropriate program in a nurturing 
environment. Whole language, thematic education, conflict 
resolution, Spanish, after-school care, summer program. 
110 N. Lansdowne Avenue, Lansdowne, PA 19050. (610) 
623-2548. 

Junior high boarding school for grades 7, 8, 9. Small 
academic classes, challenging outdoor experiences, com­
munity service, consensus decision making, daily work 
projects in a small, caring, community environment. Arthur 
Morgan School, 60 AMS Circle, Burnsville, NC 28714. 
(828) 675-4262. <info@arthurmorganschool.org>, <WWW 
.arthurmorganschool.org>. 

Sandy Spring Friends School. Five- or seven-day board­
ing option for grades 9-12. Day school pre-K through 12. 
College preparatory, upper school AP courses. Strong arts 
and academics, visual and performing arts, and team ath­
letic programs. Coed. Approximately 480 students. 140-
acre campus less than an hour from Washington, D.C., and 
Baltimore, Md. International programs. Incorporating tradi­
tional Quaker values. 16923 Norwood Road, Sandy Spring, 
MD 20860. (301) 774-7455, ext. 375. <WWW ssfs org>. 

EARLHAM 
SCHOOL •f RELIG ION 

Plan for January 3-14, 2005! 
ESR Access Intensive Course: Christian Reconcilia­
tion: Conflict Resolution in Church and World. Course 
given simultaneously in Greensboro, N.C.; Pasadena, 
Calif.; Marshalltown, Iowa; Lancaster, Pa. For further 
information, contact Sue Axtell at <axtelsu @eartham.edu> 
or (800) 432-1377. 

Stratford Friends School provides a strong academic pro­
gram in a warm, supportive, ungraded setting for children 
ages 5 to 13 who learn differently. Small classes and an 
enriched curriculum answer the needs of the whole child. An 
at-risk program for five-year-olds is available. The school 
also offers an extended day program, tutoring, and summer 
school. Information: Stratford Friends School, 5 Llandillo 
Road, Havertown, PA 19083. (610) 446-3144. 

Frankford Friends School: coed, Pre-K to grade 8; serving 
center city, Northeast, and most areas of Philadelphia. We 
provide children with an affordable yet challenging aca­
demic program in a small, nurturing environment. Frankford 
Friends School, 1500 Orthodox Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19124. (215) 533-5368. 

Come visit Olney Friends School on your cross-country 
travels, six miles south of 1-70 in the green hills of eastern 
Ohio. A residential high school and farm, next to Stillwater 
Meetinghouse, Olney is college preparation built around 
truthful thinking, inward listening, loving community, and 
useful work. 61830 Sandy Ridge Road, Barnesville, OH 
43713. (7 40) 425-3655. 

Services Offered 
Senior Solutions: Retired pastoral psychotherapist can 

provide assessment and treatment plans; fa­
cilitate relocation; respite/post hospital care/ 
hospice; and travel companionship. Contact: 
Kay Bainbridge, M.A., (610) 296-5489. 

e. M ... ,. c. . ....... 
• Calligraphy 
• Graphic Design 
• Note Cards 
• Illustration 

Ahimsa Graphics, 24 Cavanaugh Ct., Saunderstown, Rl 
02874. (401) 294-7769 or (888) 475-6219. 
<www.pennyjackim.calligraphicarts.org>. 

All Things Calligraphic 
Carol Gray, Ca/1/grapher(Quaker). Specializing in wed-
ding certificates. Reasonable rates, timely turnarounds. 
Call or e-mail: (404) 296-0672 I <chezgray@mindspring 
.com>. 

Custom Calligraphy. Marriage certificates; celebrations 
of commitment; naming documents for newborn or 
adopted children. Visit my website <wynnellewellyn.com> 
or call (413) 634-5576. 

Movmg to North Carolina? Maybe David Brown, a Quaker 
real estate broker, can help. Contact him Ul,1208 Pinewood 
Dr., Greensboro, NC 27 410. (336) 294-2095. 

Custom Marriage Certificates, and other traditional or 
decorated documents. Various calligraphic styles and wa­
tercolor designs available. Over ten years' experience. Pam 
Bennett, P. 0. Box 136, Uwchlan, PA 19480. (610) 458-
4255 <prbcallig@netzero com> 

H FREEMAN 1501 East Main Street 
• Centerville, IN 4 7330 

765-939-6910 
ASSOCIATES, LLC HFreeAssoc@aol.com 

Consulting services for educational institutions and 
nonprofit organizations. Fundraising. Capital campaigns. 
Planned giving. Recent clients include liberal arts col-
leges, seminaries, independent schools, social service 
agencies, Pendle Hill, FGC, and many other Friends 
organizations. <www.Hfreemanassociates.com>. 

Purchase Quarterly Meeting (NYYM) maintains a peace 
tax escrow fund. Those interested in tax witness may 
wish to contact us through NYYM, 15 Rutherford Place, 
New York, NY 10003. 

Summer Camps 

Journey's End Farm Camp 
is a farm devoted to children for sessions of two or three 
weeks each summer. Farm animals, gardening, nature, 
ceramics, shop. 
Nonviolence, simplicity, reverence for nature are empha­
sized in our program centered in the life of a Quaker farm 
family. For 32 boys and girls, 7-12 years. Welcome all 
races. Apply early. Kristin Curtis, RR 1 Box 136, New­
foundland, PA 18445. Telephone: (570) 689-3911. Fi­
nancial aid available. 

Summer Rentals 

Palm Springs, California, golfer's paradise; two bed-
room, two bath condo. Fully furnished with patio and 
swimming pool. Available during July, August, and Sep-
tember. Please call (909) 312-6836 for complete details. 

Provence, France. Beautiful secluded stone house, vii-
lage near Avignon, 3 BR (sleeps 5-6), kitchen/dining 
room, spacious living room, modern bathroom. Terrace, 
courtyard, view of medieval castle. Separate second 
house sleeps 4. Both available year-round $1 ,20Q-
$2,900/mo. <www.rent-in-provence.com>. Marc Simon, 
rue Oume, 30290 Saint Victor , France, <msimon 
@wanadoo.fr>; orJ. Simon, 124 Bondcroft, Buffalo, NY 
14226; (716) 836-8698. 
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F or almost 50 years, FRIENDS 
JouRNAL has been bringing 
Friends "Quaker thought and 

life today," stimulating dialogue 
among Friends, and winning kudos 
and awards for this work. A unique 
part of the Religious Society of 

Friends, if there were no FRIENDS JouRNAL, Quakers would likely find 
a way to create it! You can ensure that this vital channel of 
communication among Friends will continue well into the future with 
a planned gift that fits your needs. 

Such a gift allows even those of modest 
means to contribute significantly to Quaker 

work they value, without compromising their 
present financial situation or their suppon for 
loved ones. These gifts also can provide tax 
advantages and guaranteed income for life for 
oneself or others. 

As simple as a sentence in your will or customized to include 
provisions that address your specific needs, a planned gift will be 

an investment in the future of Quaker journalism. Gifts can be 
funded with cash or other propeny. 

FRIENDS j OURNAL September 2004 

Want to know more? 
Please call Gretta Stone, 
Development Coordinator, 
toll-free at (800) 471-6863, 
or write to us at: 

FRIENDS JoURNAL, 1216 Arch Street, 2A, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
developmenr@friendsjournal.org 
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fo r a Weekend, a Week or Longer 
This fall, we invite you to come to Pendle Hill for a retreat, conference or 
weeklong course. Pendle Hill is a Quaker religious educational community 
centered on 23 beautiful acres in Wallingford, Pennsylvania. We offer programs 
of different lengths to fit busy schedules. If finances are a concern, please ask 
about our matching scholarships, which have enabled hundreds of Friends to 
take part in our programs. We hope to welcome you to Pendle Hill this fall! 

Quaker Faith and Practice---
October 8-10 
Inquirers' Weekend: Basic Quakerism 
Co-sponsored with Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 
with Michael Wajda and Maty Ellen Chijioke 

November 7-12 
Friends' Testimonies 
with Chef Avety 

October 22-24 
Conscience and War 
Sponsored by the Pendle Hill Peace Network 
with Rosa Packard and Jim Hamilton 

November 19-21 
Clerking 
with Arthur Larrabee 

Spiritual Life and Religious Study-
October 17-22 
Spirit-led Community: Early 
Christians and Early Friends 
with Timothy Peat 

and also with Timothy Peat 
October 22- 24 
Understanding John's Gospel 
October 29-31 
Chanting: Songs of the Soul 
with Beverly Shepard 

Living Your Faith 
October 24-29 
Earth and the Sacred 
with Mark I. Wallace 

November 14-19 
Nonviolence in Personal 
and Political Life 
with Dan Snyder 

October 31-November 5 
The Spiritual Wisdom 
of Meister Eckhart 
and Catherine of Siena 
with Donald Goergen 

November 12-14 
Centering Prayer 
with Chris Ravnda/ 

December 3-5 
100 Things to Do 
Before You Hit 1 00 
with Kendall Dudley 

Contact Steve Jackson ~PENDLE HILL 
A Q!ulker Center for Study and Contemplation 
338 Plush Mill Road · Wallingford, PA 19086-6099 
www.pendlehill.org 

to find out more: 
800.742.3150 (U.S. only) ext. 142 

610.566.4507 ext. 142 
registrar@pendlehill.org 
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