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• AMONG FRIENDS 

Taking Steps Towards Peace 

For me, Easter is a particularly powerful time to reflect on the teachings and 
example of Jesus. Living during a period of harsh, despised political oppression 
and deep collective yearning within his community for a transformed reality, his 

life, teachings, and ultimate sacrifice spoke directly to this circumstance, and more 
broadly to the human condition. H is witness was so powerfully at the core ofT ruth 
that it has spoken down through the millennia to people throughout the world, across 
cultures, who are struggling with overwhelming challenges and yearning for 
transformation. H e speaks as vividly and directly to us today as we struggle with 
oppression and threats from outside and within our culture, and-yes--essentially 
from within our own hearts. 

I count myself a Christian, but Friends, I could not do so without Quakerism. 
Descended from Quakers, my family was two generations removed from Quakerism 
as I grew up attending liberal Protestant churches from the Northeast to the Midwest. 
My own search for a spiritual home, begun in adolescence, took me as a young adult 
into exploration of mysticism in other faith traditions-Judaism, Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Native American spirituality, Islam- that ultimately led to my own 

epiphany about Jesus. I am a believer, but an unorthodox one, who finds in Quaker 
practice the most meaningful access to Spirit and in Jesus' teachings the most 

meaningful guide for living my life. Without direct experience of and some 
understanding of mysticism, Christianity would not be an intelligible or a living faith 
for me. 

In this issue, you will find the testimony of other Friends who've reflected on the 
meaning of Jesus in their lives. Fortunately, Spirit speaks to each human heart 

recognizing its uniqueness. It is not necessary, or perhaps even possible, to be 
doctrinaire about those promptings, but they are at the core of what our lives are 
about. 

While traveling in New Zealand, British Friend Tanya Garland found herself 
reflecting on Jesus' death following a meeting for worship that focused on the fiLn 
The PtJSsion of the Christ (p. 9). "I'm glad I was led to think through just what his 
death means," she writes, "And, to be honest, I'm rather surprised at just how much it 
does mean to me." Chip Thomas, in "Shake before Opening" (p. 14), shares his 
leading to travel among Friends reminding us to "sweep away preconceived notions 
before seeking." Raised in Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, Thomas experienced a 
spiritual awakening among Ohio (Conservative) Yearly Meeting Friends. Living now 
in Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, he travels among Friends to witness to his concern 
that Friends stay open to all promptings of the Spirit. In her article, "The Kingdom of 
the Committee and the Garbage Dump of God" (p. 6), Kat Griffith offers wise 
appreciation of the differences between evangelical and unprogrammed Friends- and 
what each tradition can bring to the other. I recommend each of these personal 
reflections to you. 

These are challenging times in which staying open to the promptings of Spirit 
could not be more necessary. Reaching out and building bridges amongst ourselves is 
the beginning of the real peacemaking task. If we cannot move beyond uneasy 
tolerance to genuine appreciation for our fellow Quakers, whatever their sincere 
persuasions, how can we begin to offer the world a model for living peace? 
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• FORUM 

Not out of fear 
I am thankful that Friend Benjamin 

Lloyd shared his concern for the spoken 
ministry ("The Divine Source of Vocal 
Ministry," F]Dec. 2004). His thoughts lead 
me to read queries, readings, and prayer. 
However, I am troubled by the framework 
of his argument, specifically that the 
"disconnect spells doom for our society." 

When we act out of a sense of impending 
doom, we invite fear and acrimony into our 
hearts and into our meetings. I hope we can 
hold his concern in the Light while being 
sure that love, not fear, be the "first 
motion." 

Wendy Gavel La Capra 
New York, N.Y. 

Not just ministry 
In Benjamin Lloyd's article, "The Divine 

Source ofVocal Ministry" (F]Dec. 2004), I 
disagree with the word "only" in the 
highlighted statement: "Only by ensuring 
that what is spoken in meeting rises to the 
level of ministry-communication that 
deeply affects and moves others-will we 
attract others to stay." 

Rather, I would envision our meetings as 
places where people come and stay for many 
different and often overlapping reasons. An 
excellent religious education program, good 
fellowship, joining with kindred souls in 
seeking peace-the list goes on and on. It is 
important that we learn how to invite 
newcomers in with love, helping each 
discover their contributions to, and gifts 
from, the larger group. 

Mary Snyder 
Wenrworth, S.D. 

Overcoming linear thinking 
I think I got an insight as to why 

mysticism is so hard for me from Chris 
Ravndal's article, "Meetings for Learning," 
and the complementary article by Benjamin 
Lloyd, "The Divine Source ofVocal 
Ministry" (both Fj Dec. 2004). I wonder if 
other newcomers with a similar background 
might have the same problem. I also wonder 
if explaining the insight would let those for 
whom mysticism is not so challenging better 
lead those who are challenged. 

First, I want to explain my condition. 
From kindergarten to my 40s, up to the 
time when I started regularly attending a 
local worship group, I only rarely set foot in 
a house of worship for anything besides a 
funeral or a wedding. I had said that I saw 
little evidence of God. I still suspect that I 
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might be deaf to the Spirit. 
My education was in technology, 

business, and computer programming. I 
can't think of anything more left-brained 
than computer programming besides 
mathematics. Worse, I find computer 
programming relatively easy. 

But I don't do art. I hate creative writing. 
A blank sheet of paper to be filled without a 
specific point, or beginning, or end, can 
cause panic. Obviously, my right brain is in 
danger of withering away into a vestige. 

Silence is like a blank sheet of paper. The 
instruction to wait for God is rather 
unspecific for someone accustomed to 
thinking in literal, linear terms. 
Inspirational, intuitive thinking is difficult 
for me at best. I find myself lost looking for 
something I can't define. 

Perhaps this is an experience common 
among other technocrats who are newcomers. 
They have trouble discerning the Divine 
because they are not sure what it is. 

I think Benjamin Lloyd's suggestion to 
overcome excessive linear thinking by 
noticing and responding to feelings 
expressed by the body is an excellent one. 
In my case, it may be easier said than done. 
Nevertheless, I think it's worth a try. 
Linear thinking is defmitely not going to get 
me anywhere. 

Patricia Wltt 
Berkeley Springs, W.Va. 

The Peace Testimony and 
police 

In "Police and Community: Building 
Peace" (F]Jan.), Paul Hamell joins with 
William Hanson in the latter's scholarly 
article ("Police Power for Peace," Fj Aug. 
2004) to propose that the Friends Peace 
Testimony not bar Friends from making 
common cause with our fellow humans in 
support of a police function-inevitably 
violent at times-to protect us all from the 
violence of our violent world. In so doing, 
both must perceive the testimony as not 
carrying the absolute quality of divinely 
proclaimed dogma that George Fox's 1660 
proclamation can be understood as giving it. 
Can we welcome a broadened, if relative, 
human applicability? 

In terms of human consequences, the 
absolute quality of divine edict has been 
readily seen reflected in the absoluteness of 
the extinguishing of human life. Descending 
from the absolute, we all see, only too 
readily, the relative consequences of violence 
and war in the pain and disruption of 
individual lives and societies of surviving 
victims. Paul Hamell points to a 

consequence only recently prominent in the 
secular literature, the posttraumatic 
psychological consequences for the 
perpetrator of violence, the killer. His article 
directs primary attention to urging our 
support and sympathetic understanding of 
police, hoping such support to be 
contributory to minimally violent police 
methods. H e also gives passing attention to 
what must be very personal distress to him, 
the psychological pain and disablement of 
his fellow officers-and by implication to a 
matter of which we may take serious 
account in our testimony against violence, 
the destructive traumatic experience 
accruing to many of those who kill. 

Lindley Wlnston 
Malvern, Pa. 

The responsibility of voters 
There could hardly be a clearer instance 

of tripping over one's feet than Paul 
Buckley's letter in the Forum, "Should 
Quakers Vote?" (F]Jan.). 

The question posed is: By voting, am I 
binding myself to accept the resulting 
actions of those elected? The obvious answer 
to that question is no. If the question had 
any real substance, there could never be a 
second election. If election to public office 
means that the winner is entitled to universal 
voter acceptance of anything and everything 
the winner does, how could there be any 
contest for a second term? Citizens are as 
fully entitled to oppose official policies and 
actions the day after losing an election as 
they were the day before. 

A named elector does not bear 
responsibility for every official act. True, the 
supporters of an official are more responsible 
for what he or she does than are their 
adversaries. But participating in the electoral 
process does not disqualifY one for being in 
the opposition. Members of the opposition 
can be as truthful as anyone else. 

Alfred C Ames 
Fort Myers, Fla. 

The celebrating has stopped 
On the November morning I am writing 

this, as word comes of 10,000 U.S. soldiers 
amassed around Fallujah, and of our 
president's military plarmers engaging in war 
games simulating our invasion oflran, my 
mind drifrs back to a day in August 1945 in 
Albuquerque. I was nine years old and can 
vividly recall being sent out into the yard to 
beat on a pan with a large spoon to celebrate 
the instantaneous annihilation of 100,000 
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• VIEWPOINT 

Is Modern Marriage a Fraud? 

I have practiced family law for more 
than 20 years. More recently, I have 
tried to reduce that aspect of my prac­

tice, because I find it too painful. Like 
Anne Barschall ("On Marriage and Di­
vorce-with a Proposition Bound to Be 
Controversial," Fj June 2004), I do not 
believe in divorce, except where abuse 
or addiction is involved. But that posicion 
is a hard one to maintain in a society 
in which even our most revered role 
models--even the public advocates of 
"family values"-nor only accept divorce 
bur get divorced. 

Indeed, possibly as a result of mis­
guided interpretations offeminism, many 
"family values" advocates stared a few years 
ago that Hillary Clinton was demonstrat­
ing her scorn for morality by not divorc­
ing her unfaithful husband. From a soci­
ety in which women had to struggle to 
leave abusive marriages, we have evolved 
into one in which a woman must justify 
staying in a less-than-perfect union. 

I consider myself a feminist. I consider 
"wife-dumping"-rhe tendency of some 
financially successful aging men to dis­
card their aging first wives for younger 
women-a women's issue. And I do not 
believe that the proper response to that 
issue is husband-dumping. 

Part of the problem is that children, 
the main victims of divorce, have almost 
no power in the divorce situation. They 
can do nothing to keep their parents to­
gether. Usually, they have almost no say 
in which parent they end up living with, 
or in what kind of arrangement. They 
cannot control visirarion-two Illinois 
girls who refused to see their father were 
actually jailed by a local judge for violat­
ing his visitation order. And they certainly 
cannot require the noncustodial parent to 
visit them, if that parent is nor so inclined. 
Nor can they require either parent to pay 

human beings in Japan. How good it felt to 
be an American! 

Eleven years later, almost to the day, I 
was in Hiroshima with a girl I had fallen in 
love with, looking at the exact spot where 
her parents had vaporized while I was 
beating on that pan in Albuquerque. Some 
years later the bearing on pans was replaced 
with rifle shots at Kent State as my country 
celebrated the annihilation of tens of 
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child support or defray college costs. They are, 
for all practical and legal purposes, property. 

Another parr of the problem is that even 
though most people today marry at much 
later ages than they did 40 years ago, they still 
have no real vision of any kind of lifelong 
commitment. Most people gening married 
cannot imagine growing old at all, much less 
growing old with one particular person. 
They-we--cannot get our minds around 
the real meaning of "for bener or for worse, 
for richer or for poorer, in sickness and in 
health, until death separates us." 

Nobody requires us to do so, even in the 
course of preparing for marriage. Nobody 
tells us, "For richer or for poorer means you're 
probably going to be broke at some point and 
you'll argue about money, not about whether 
to buy a Mercedes or a BMW, bur about 
whether to buy medication or pay the rent." 

Nobody tells us, "In sickness or in health 
means that one of you will probably have to 
take care of the other through some long-term 
or chronic illness or disability. One of you will 
have to become a caregiver. Marriage means 
you are committing yourself nor ro leave if the 
other becomes unable to earn a living, do the 
housework, or even have sex." 

Nobody tells us, "Until death separates us 
means that one of you will probably have to 
make the final decisions about end-of-Life care 
for the other, possibly including terminating 
life support." 

Nobody tells us, "You are getting married 
at what is probably the best rime of your life, 
when both of you have earning power, health, 
and good looks. Marriage means you are com­
mitring yourself to stay together even when 
life gets hard. And it will. If you both live long 
enough, there is a considerable likelihood that 
one or both of you will lose earning power, 
health, good looks, or all of them. You will 
need each other. Marriage means being will­
ing to meet those needs. If you don't want to 
think about it, or you just plain don't want to 

thousands ofViemamese and U.S. soldiers. 
And now, almost 50 years later, the 

bearing on pans has become the drum roll 
accompanying "The Star-Spangled Banner" 
at hundreds of stadiums and sporting fields 
where we celebrate the annihilation of tens 
of thousands oflraqis and hundreds of U.S. 
soldiers who will never love again. 

A few days ago, 59,000,000 U.S. voters 
sanctioned a future of perpetual war, while 

do it, don! get married. Marriage, like the 
old age which is one of its components, is 
not for sissies." 

So people get divorced under almost 
any kind of predictable life stress. Poverty, 
unemployment, illness, disability, the 
death of a child, multiple births, the death 
of a parent, natural disasters that destroy a 
house--statistics tell us that any of these 
can increase the likelihood of divorce. We 
seem to feel that, if we can't make any of 
these bad life events un-happen, we can at 
least take control of one other major area 
of our lives-by getting divorced. The 
fact that we almost never benefit from 
doing so is beside the point. To be a good 
American is to have control of one's life 
and to be able to make choices, even bad 
choices. 

To be a good American, in fact, is to 
run away. We are a nation of runaways. It 
is programmed into our genes. Our an­
cestors are the ones who chose not to stay 
on the other five continents and make 
their lives work there. When the going 
gets tough, the tough get going-and 
they keep going until they are safely out of 
town. If we can't run away from poverty, 
illness, or disaster, we can at least run 
away from the other person who lives 
with us in poverty, illness, or disaster. 

So honesty in marriage-"un­
fraudularing" marriage, if you will- re­
quires honesty about life. Any religion 
that cannot require of us that kind of 
honesty is a fraud whether or not it pre­
sides over the beginning of the marriage. 
Any religion that cannot give its members 
a vision of the entirety of life needs to 
reformulate itself; without that vision, it is 
not a solution- it is part of the problem. 

-Marian H Neudel 
Chicago, Ill. 

George Bush vowed to "stay the course" of 
mass killing and wanton destruction in order 
to keep us free as we enslave ourselves to the 
yoke of death in the name of moral values 
and material gain. And now, 60 years 
beyond Albuquerque, I will throw away my 
spoon and pan for it no longer feels good to 
be an American. 

Sam Sperry 
H elena, Mont. 
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The l<i ngdom 
otthe Committee 
& the Garbage 
Dump of God 
And a Nine-year-old's Modest Proposal fo r Achieving the l<ingdo 

by Kat Griffith 

For the last few years, Northern Yearly Meeting (FGC) 
and El Salvador Yearly Meeting (evangelical in character) 
have been building a relationship together. Rich crossfertil­
ization has occurred through annual intervisitation of var­
ious kinds-supplying all involved with moments of joy, 
shock, transcendence, bewilderment, belly laughs, and 
opportunities for growth! The author traveled to El Salvador 
in january of 2003, and serves as an interpreter at NYM 
annual sessions. 

I read somewhere that research measuring self­
declared happiness around the world found 

Salvadorans to be among the happiest people on Earth. 
Now, if you know anything at all about El Salvador, 

this is a head-scratching bit of news. The El Salvador of 
living memory has suffered an almost unbroken litany 
of political and economic repression and violence. 
Public schools and public health are a disaster. 
Nominally a democracy, El Salvador's government is 
ridiculed-when it is not being cried over-by most 
citizens. Deforestation and erosion have destroyed huge 
swaths of the countryside. The rivers are garbage-dogged 
sewers that advertise their presence olfactorily long 
before they can be seen. There is trash everywhere. Most 
people seem to eke out a living on the ragged edge of 
subsistence. Nearly a fifth of the population has 
emigrated to the United States and Canada in the last 
25 years. 

And yet ... Salvadorans are among the happiest peo­
ple on Earth. Salvadoran Friends are no exception. They 
worship with genuine joy; they find unlimited reasons 
to give thanks and praise. In my recent experience 
among Salvadoran Friends, I don't believe a day went by 
without tears of joy. They have a huge repertoire of praise 

Kat Griffith is a member ofWinnebago Worship Group in east­
central Wisconsin, and a home schooling mother of two. She and 
her family are currently in Monteverde, Costa Rica. 
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f God on Ea rth 

songs, and the music is exuberant, upbeat, 
and loud. There is no mistaking it: it is 
happy music, and it reflects and spills over 
into their lives. Their experience of the 
Spirit is vivid, life-giving, and cause for 
daily celebration. 

Now try a snapshot of Friends from 
elNorte. 

We are among the wealthiest people on 
the planet. Our educational opportunities 
are generally excellent. Most of us live in 
relatively safe, attractive neighborhoods. 
Most of us have access to areas of natural 
beauty. Most of us earn a dignified and 
fairly reliable living; at the very least, few 
of us ':'ould consider emigrating for 
econorruc reasons. 

And yet, I see Friends in the United 
States suffering under the weight of near 
despair. Yearly epistles are often sad, pes­
simistic, or only laboriously hopeful. 
Many feature long lists of depressing real­
ities: war, injustice, poverty. So many of us 
seem weighed down by the ills of our soci­
ety, the misdeeds of our government, and 
the enormity of the tasks before us: pre­
venting war, making peace, saving the 
environment, feeding the poor, housing 
the homeless, confronting racism, achiev­
ing some measure of economic justice. 
. .. There is so much to do. 

So here we are, living lives that are by 
any historical or international standard 
lives of opportunity, health, and wealth; 
and yet we seem on the edge of despair 
with some regularity. Salvadoran Friends 
(like most Salvadorans) often lead lives 
of insecurity, foreclosed opportunity, 

FRIENDS JoURNAL March 2005 

to environmental contammanon. And 
Salvadoran Friends are energetically hope­
ful and upbeat. 

We worship the same God, and we 
both call ourselves Friends, but we seem 
to inhabit separate spiritual universes. 
What's going on? 

I remember my very first experience 
of a Salvadoran Friend commenting 
on Northern Yearly Meeting business. "I 
am very surprised," he said (in what I 
now know to be a breathtaking under­
statement) "by the matters you address." 
He had just witnessed us work on a 
minute condemning the War on Drugs, 
another minute on an environmental 
issue, and an initiative addressing racism. 
I think he wondered if he had come to the 
wrong meeting. 

U.S. and Salvadorian 

Quakers worship the 

same God, and we 

both call ourselves 

Friends, but we seem 

to inhabit separate 

spiritual universes. 

What's going on? 

"Excuse me, por favor, but is this the 
Religious Society of Friends?" 

Some time later, I was translating a 
conversation between the clerk of a 
large monthly meeting and the 
Salvadorans, one of whom had asked 
about our monthly meeting committee 
structure. The clerk started in on the list 
of committees, concerns, and projects, 
explaining a bit about each one, and 
the Salvadorans listened ... and listened 
. . . and fmally looked at each other, 
slack-jawed. In that one monthly meet­
ing, there were 28 committees! 

I have translated into Spanish our year­
ly meeting discussions on everything from 

organlZanonal zeal, a love tor justice. ln a 
typical hour, we talk about everything 
except what the Salvadorans discuss in 
their meetings: how to increase the num­
ber of worshipers, and how to strengthen 
the faith of their members. Period. 
Everything they do in their yearly meet­
ing has one or both of these ends. 

How is it that we can have such differ­
ent ideas of what it means to be a Friend? 
I believe that our different conceptions of 
what our faith calls us to do lie in our dif­
ferent understandings of the Kingdom of 
God-what it is, and how to get there. 

If you are a Salvadoran Friend, the 
Kingdom of God is the community of 
believers, in heaven. The greatest gift you 
can give anyone is a ticket to the 
Kingdom of God-and so you share your 
faith with others, evangelize with love and 
enthusiasm, and count your success in the 
number of converts and their growing 
faith. Success can be attained by anyone 
in any circumstances-poor or rich, edu­
cated or ignorant, oppressed, unem­
ployed, or otherwise. Achieving the 
Kingdom of God does not depend on 
Congress or the labors of a committee­
it depends upon prayer and faith. It is the 
most important-and most joyful­
thing in life, and almost the only concern 
of the church. 

If you are a liberal U.S. Friend, the 
Kingdom of God is waiting to happen 
here on Earth. You are God's hands, and 
you must help build the Kingdom. It can­
not be pleasing to God that some of God's 
children are hungry, that some wield 
tyrannical power over others, that cre­
ation is being abused and destroyed. The 
greatest gift you can give the world is your 
passionate concern for realizing the 
Kingdom of God here and now. "The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pat­
ience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness" 
(Gal. 5:22)-and dean government and 
clean rivers and social justice. 

Make sure the nominating committee 
has your phone number. 

If you are a Salvadoran Friend, to a sig­
nificant extent your faith allows you to 
transcend the difficulties and miseries of 
everyday life. You achieve joy despite your 
surroundings. For the most part you do 
not take upon yourself the burden of 
making the world fair and prosperous 
and beautiful. You have little faith that 
the institutions of the world can be 
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Kat Griffith (right) with Salvadorian Friends in 2003 

redeemed-but you have faith in the 
power of God to work in the hearts of 
individuals, and in the power of your faith 
to bring you salvation and joy. 

If you are a U.S. Friend, your faith 
would seem to burden you with a 
Sisyphean task-making the world all 
that you believe God would like it to be. 
You are surrounded by the evidence of 
work undone, work that God may be call­
ing you to do. You know your thick 
Rolodex better than the Bible or your 
meeting's Faith and Practice, you attend 
more committee meetings than worship 
sessions, and you might know more 
protest songs than praise songs. 

Okay, these are caricatures of both 
communities. But when your faith does­
n't bring you the peace that passeth all 
understanding, when it doesn't bring you 
joy, when it allows no rest for the weary, 
there's something wrong. Have some of us 
North American Friends put our faith in 
our committees, not in our God? Do we 
trust in our own hands more than in the 
One who guides them? Do we think we 
can create the Kingdom of God in the 
world when it does not reside in our own 
hearts? Do we think that we can attract 
newcomers and grow our meetings if our 
"to do" list of good works undone over­
shadows our "ta dah!" list of blessings 
shared and celebrated together? 

And how about the Salvadoran side? I 
have two pictures in my mind: one is of a 
passionate congregation of Salvadoran 
Friends I am visiting in the little moun-
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rain town of San Ignacio. The spirit is pal­
pably among us; truly many of these 
hearts are lifted up to God. The other pic­
ture is the first thing you see when you 
arrive in San Ignacio: a sprawling, casual 
garbage dump on the edge of town, turn­
ing what could be a lovely creek into a rea­
son to avert your eyes and plug your nose. 
Hyperactive, take-charge, can-do U.S. 
Friend that I am, I wonder, can it be pleas­
ing to God that we sing praises and let 
that canker on the landscape persist and 
grow? If the Spirit truly resides in our 
souls, won't we also find it in ourselves to 
fix that eminently fixable problem, in part 
as an act of devotion to God and love for 
Creation? And might devotion not come 
more easily to our hearts if our senses were 
delighted with a lovely view rather than 
assaulted by the desecration of it? 

It seems to me that Friends in the 
United States have sometimes turned 
their faith into an exhausting fix-the­
whole-world enterprise. And perhaps 
Salvadoran Friends, with their all too 
depressing political history, have found it 
easier to downplay the collective nature of 
the Kingdom of God and its attainment 
here on Earth, and focus only on prepar­
ing individual souls for the hereafter. 

I will venture to say that we U.S. 
Friends have created the Kingdom of the 
Committee-busy, productive, often dis­
couraged, and too often rather faithless. 
Salvadoran Friends have-no, not creat­
ed, but allowed to persist often unchal­
lenged, the Garbage Dump of God. 

passtve m the lace ot problems that 
Friends in the United States would feel 
called to address with vigor. 

As Marcus Borg asserts in The Heart of 
Christianity, salvation is both personal 
and collective. The Kingdom of God is 
meant to be in our hearts and in our soci­
ety. "The New Testament ... emphasizes 
personal issues, personal sins, and the 
need for personal transformation .... It 
also emphasizes political issues, political 
sins, and political transformation." It isn't 
either/or-it is both/and. 

I find that the relationship between 
NYM and ESYM is the edge where the 
Kingdom of the Committee and the 
Dump of God join. And I find that this 
is a living, growing edge-a place of deep­
er faith and deeper transformation than 
many of us on ei ther side have perhaps yet 
experienced. This edge is where the 
Salvadorans show us the pure, expressive 
surrender and joy of their worship. It is 
where we show them the practical appli­
cation of Friends testimonies in low­
income housing projects, environmental 
efforts, and prison visitation. It is where 
they demonstrate lives of spiritual sim­
plicity, focused on family and faith com­
munity, and where we share our concern 
for national and world affairs. It is where 
they sing, loudly, songs of praise, and 
where we sit silently, trying to discern a 
non-obvious call or season a concern. It is 
where they share weekly testimonials of 
personal transformation through obedi­
ence to the Gospels-ta dah!-and we 
show them the power of the Gospels to 
shape our activism in the world-to do! 

My nine-year-old daughter, Savannah, 
gets it. One day after a Northern Yearly 
Meeting annual session, we had a long 
conversation about the ironies of the 
NYM/El Salvador Yearly Meeting rela­
tionship. She finally said thoughtfully, 
"You know, I think about half of the 
Salvadorans should come to this country 
and about half of us should go to El 
Salvador. If we did that, they would have 
cleaner rivers and better schools and we 
would know God better." 

Amen, sister! 0 
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The Passion ofthe Christ 
THOUGHTS 

PRoMPTED 

BY A DiscussioN 
by Tanya Garland 

At a local cinema, in a small town in 
New Zealand, The Passion of the 
Christ was showing. While I was 

staying in a four-bed dorm at a backpack­
er's hostel one Saturday night last March, 
a young Canadian girl, also traveling 
alone, carne to bed very distressed. She had 
just been to see the film and said she had 
covered her eyes for so long that the peo­
ple sitting on each side of her had asked 
her if she was okay. She told me that she 
had been raised in a fairly religious home 
but had moved away from her Christian 
faith, and so, when she saw the filin was 
playing, she thought that maybe she ought 
to go and see it- perhaps it would have a 
spiritual message for her. Instead, the expe­
rience had proved to be traumatic, due to 
so much graphic brutality and violence 
portrayed on the screen. 

T he next morning, at the communal 
breakfast table, the local newspaper was 
spread open. I read a review of the film, 
which questioned the film's historical 
accuracy and the motive for adding vio­
lence to the biblical accounts where the 
Bible does not record any. This point was 
illustrated by giving the example of a scene 
in which a crow pecks out the eye of one 
of the robbers crucified with Jesus-for no 
reason, it seemed, other than to subject the 
audience to an additional horror. The arti­
cle also included quotes from an interview 
with the actor playing Jesus and the effect 
it had had on him. One of the comments 
he made was that since the film had been 
released, people were coming up to him 
and calling him Jesus, in all seriousness, 
and he was feeling very unworthy and 
uncomfortable about it. 

Tanya Garland is a member of St. Giles, Oxford 
Meeting (England). She graduated in Theology 
ftom Oxford University and taught Religious 
Education for 20 years in Oxford and in 
jerusalem secondary schools. She is also a quali­
fied counselor and has worked with refogee chil­
dren in Oxford for three years. 
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ABOUT 1HE FILM 

After breakfast, I walked through the 
pretty and peaceful town, with the £lower 
baskets hanging in the sun along the pave­
ments, to the Friends meetinghouse up 
the road. It was peaceful and welcoming in 
the way so characteristic and familiar to 
me from other meetings I have visited. I 
sat down, with the others there, with my 
mind open to whatever would come. I was 
seeking some hint of the direction I need­
ed for my spiritual life to advance, and was 
glad of the company sitting with me. 

After half an hour in silence (which 
seemed quite a long time for some rea­
son), a gentleman rose to his feet and said 
with some feeling, "I don't want to go and 
see The Passion of the Christ. I don't know 
why I don't, but I don't." And he sat down 
again. This was followed by another 
member rising to her feet. She said she felt 
it was pornographic, big business, and no 
way was she going to give her money to 
such a film. I think the question of 
"morality'' was raised: that it was morally 
wrong to make a box-office business ven­
ture on the subject of Jesus' death. She 
said she had known about the death of 
Jesus since she was a small child and did 
not need to see it acted out with ali the 
base cruelty of the crucifiXion displayed 
before her. 

A visitor to the meeting, like myself 
from England, stood up and said he 
believed that Mel Gibson's motive was 
pure and that people had the choice not 
to go if they didn't want to. A shon silence 
followed. Then another Friend drew our 
attention to the fact that people are suf­
fering from torture in the world right now 

and torture is "alive and well" today. Her 
feeling was that we should be looking to 
see what we could do about it in our time 
rather than focus so much on Jesus' suf­
fering 2,000 years ago. Each speaker had 
a valid point and so it went on. It seemed 
that the subject aroused a response from 
everyone present. 

I was thinking: What will people think 
about Christianity from this film, espe­
cially those from cultures that do not have 
a Christian background? How could the 
central message of God's love be conveyed 
through this filin, with its preoccupation 
with violence and brutality and this graph­
ic portrait of a good man being tortured to 
death because God wanted it-"his 
Father's" will? I have just been in China 
and I told a group of students there that I 
was a Christian. O ne student said, "Oh, 
Christianity. That's a religion that wor­
ships a God being tortured, isn't it? You 
have statues of him with blood and every­
thing in the churches. In China, we are 
taugh t the truth of the No God 
Theory." How could I have answered? 
What would it take to convey what the 
death of Jesus meant to Christians? Where 
would one start in the long history of 
changing doctrines of atonement that 
even Church scholars throughout the ages 
have struggled to make sense o£ But in the 
New Zealand Quaker meeting, I did not 
express any of this. 

After a bit, someone else stood and said 
something along the same lines as my 
thoughts-which often happens in meet­
ing, I find. She said she didn't understand 
why Christians put such emphasis on the 
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suffering and death of Christ. For her, 
what was important was his teaching and 
his example on how to live with love and 
compassion and peace, nonviolently and 
with a forgiving heart. 

Without really meaning to, I then 
found myself standing up too. I said I felt 
that the great teachers, such as Jesus and 
Buddha, had all spoken about a way ofliv­
ing that would triumph over the evil 
around us and free us from suffering and 
death. Jesus (and later, his disciples) really 
believed that their teaching-the passing 
on of the knowledge they had acquired or 
received- would change the world and 
change the way people lived. For them, 
this had been worth dying for. They 
taught that there is a way of being, of 
enlightenment, at-one-ment (atone­
ment) with the source of life, ofliving 
at a level of love for God and for oth­
ers (our neighbors), which even phys­
ical torture could not destroy. They 
showed it is possible for the human 
spirit to be pure enough (or advanced 
enough) to remain constant and faith­
ful to this level of living, and the very 
heart of their message is that this way 
of being is the way to eternal life-­
that it is eternal life. I probably wasn't 
quite as clear as this in what I said 
about it then, but I did say that per­
haps we should look to Jesus' attitude 
towards his own death-beyond the 
Church's teaching that this death was 
in some way necessary for our 
redemption and resurrection (a vicar­
ious punishment paying for our sins). 
Just possibly, we could learn to live at 
that level too. 

The discussion continued after the 
hour had passed and the 
notices had been read. One 
Friend told me that he had 
only been a Quaker for three 
years and was amazed at how 
varied the attitudes and 
beliefs expressed in just one 
gathering could be. There 
were only eight of us present 
that Sunday morning. 

The day after the meeting, I picked 
up the January 2004 issue of FRIENDS 

~:; JOURNAL and read the article "Making 
~ Peace: Telling Truth" by Paul A. Lacey. 
~ It reminded me again of the man who 
] said that to witness to the truth was 
c)) the very reason he had been born: 
I:! "And all who are of the truth will hear 
~ ......, me." And I remembered Pilate's 
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response, "What is truth?" Like many oth­
ers, I wonder what it has to do with suf­
fering and pain, sorrow and rejection; and 
why did there have to be a "suffering ser­
vant" anyway? This Christian embracing 
of suffering ("Pick up your cross and fol­
low me" teaching) seems so far removed 
from Buddha's teaching-the way of 
detachment from personal desires and 
freedom from suffering. And yet, is it so 
different? Rather than understanding the 
words "Pick up your cross and follow me" 
as embracing your suffering, perhaps the 
point was, "Keep going and follow my 
way, which ends suffering." 

On rereading the biblical passages 
where Jesus is tortured and dying, I found 

they portray a man with authority and, 
one might even say, in control of his life 
to the end. In spite of the Christian 
churches' emphasis on his suffering (the 
Passion), surprisingly, there is no mention 
of him suffering in these passages; and 
only rarely is his suffering mentioned in 
other parts of the Gospels. John's Gospel 
does not mention Jesus' suffering at all. In 
the few places where Jesus speaks of suf­
fering in the other three Gospels, where 
the passage could refer to himself, he 
doesn't do so in the first person, almost 
always removing himself from the state­
ment by saying, "The Son of Man must 
suffer" (see Matthew 17: 12, Mark 8:31 
and 9:12, and Luke 17:25). Only in Luke 

) 
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22: 15 is the first person used. In the res­
urrection discourse recorded in Luke 
24:46, a passage from the Jewish Scripture 
is quoted where the title "Christ" is used: 
"He told them, 'This is what is written: 
The Christ will suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day, and repentance and 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 
name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem .... "'Although Luke presents 
these words as having been quoted by 
Jesus, he does not use the first person as 
he does elsewhere in relation to other 
statements. Jesus does not say "in my 
name" as one might expect, and the pas­
sage is recorded as said after the death and 
resurrection have taken place. 

So, what can we learn from the 
accounts we have of Jesus on his way to 
his death and while he was dying on the 
Cross? Except for a brief mention of]esus 
by Josephus, who wrote a history of the 
Jews in the first century C.E., we only 
have the Gospel accounts written by early 
Christians. In these we are told that Jesus 
is master over his own pain to such a 
degree that he can show concern for the 
women among the crowd lining the road, 
crying in pity for him. We are told that on 
his way to the place of crucifixion, having 
just been whipped, falling down, and too 
weak to carry the Cross, he stops to tell 
them not to weep for him but to look to 
their own safety and that of their children. 
His words are like a warning, a premoni­
tion that the Roman Empire would soon 
crush the whole nation, as history tells us 
it did over the following years and up to 
70 C.E., when Jerusalem was totally 
destroyed. The Jewish nation and its reli­
gion, based as it was on the sacrificial sys-

felt by those who loved him. He sees_ his 
disciple John and his mother Mary stand­
ing near him and tells them to be a son 
and mother to each other. While dying, 
he makes arrangements for them to care 
for each other in the future, and the Bible 
record says that &om that time John took 
Mary into his house to live with him 
(John 19:27). 

Jesus also concerned himself with the 
well-being of those killing him. H e prayed 
to God to forgive them, saying they were 
living at a level of ignorance: "Father, for­
give them. They don't know what they are 
doing." One remembers his teaching, 
"Love your enemies and pray for those 
who despicably use you." 

As well as his concern for others while 
he was dying, Jesus speili about his own 
condition and his commitment to God. 
He quotes Jewish Scriptures. His cry to 
God, "Why have you forsaken me?" is a 
direct quote from the first lines of Psalm 
22. This psalm, known as a psalm of 
lament, speaks of a man of God, dying 
without help, yet affirming that God is 
holy and has been his God since he 
had been in his mother's womb. The 
psalmist says that he will continue to 
praise his God, even though he does not 
understand the reasons why it appears 
that he has been abandoned. The lines of 
Psalm 22, which Jesus did not quote but 
which are referred to by inference and 
were known to the crowd (see John's 
account where the crowd recognizes he is 
quoting the Scriptures), speak of what is 
happening to him at that moment: "All 
who see me laugh and scorn. . . . I am 
poured out like water and all my bones are 
out of joint .... They pierce my hands and 

r.:: ;.'_·. ~- -:--- "' ' . " 
I BEUEVE TIIAT IN SOME GREAT, MYSTERIOUS WAY, IN THE 

SPIRITUAL AND COSMIC REALM, MUCH MORE THAN AN 

EXAMPLE WAS TAKING PLACE DURING jESus' LIFE AND DEATH 

IN jERUSALEM 2,000 YEARS AGO. 

tern of the Temple, were never to be the 
same again from that time on. 

On the Cross, Jesus was able to console 
another man hanging beside him and to 
think of that man's future salvation, 
promising him his suffering would soon 
end: "This very day you will be with me 
in paradise." 

While dying, Jesus was still thinking of 
others-thinking of the grief and torment 
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feet . . . . They look and stare on me .... 
They part my garments among them and 
cast lots," etc. This is a psalm written hun­
dreds of years before the Romans had 
invented execution by crucifixion. Such a 
death was certainly not known in Israel at 
the date the psalm was first included in 
the Jewish Scriptures, (possibly in the 
time of King David), yet it describes what 
is happening to Jesus on the Cross in 

detail. The psalm ends with the declara­
tion that in spite of his sufferings, "God 
will be praised, all the ends of the Earth 
shall remember and turn to the Lord and 
generations yet to be born will declare his 
righteousness." It is a pretty impressive 
message even if one does not agree that 
the rest of the psalm's content is relevant. 
But in that case, why did Jesus think of 
this psalm and begin to recite it while he 
is dying, if it had no relevance to his situ­
ation or to those of us who seek to under­
stand what was happening? The Gospels 
say that the crowd recognized he was 
quoting the Scriptures and wondered why 
he did not save himself. In my view, he 
must be applying the whole of the psalm 
to what was taking place at that moment 
at the very end of his ministry on Earth. 
In a similar way, according to Luke 4:21, 
at the beginning of his ministry, when 
Jesus was present in the synagogue at 
Nazareth, he stood to read a passage from 
Isaiah chapter 61, "The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me." And he had told the con­
gregation, "This passage has come true 
today as you have heard it being read," 
which clearly states that at the beginning 
he was applying the text to himself. 

The time of his death also seems to be 
according to his will, to some extent. The 
end is when he himself says it is enough: 
"It is finished," meaning, "I have com­
pleted what I came to do. It is accom­
plished." In Luke's Gospel we are told that 
he said, "Father, in your hands I place my 
spirit." This makes it clear that Jesus' life 
was not taken from him; it was a volun­
tary act on his part to give it up. 

Apparently, three hours on the Cross 
was a relatively short time for someone to 
die &om crucifixion. The other two who 
were crucified with him had to have their 
legs broken to quicken the progress 
because the Sabbath was approaching 
(Friday sunset). It was against the Jewish 
law to touch a dead body on the Sabbath 
because the person was then considered 
unclean and excluded from the Sabbath. 
Jesus had already died when the soldiers 
checked on him and thrust a spear in his 
side to make sure he was dead in time to 
take him from the Cross before sunset 
for Passover. 

So looking at the Gospel accounts as 
they have been handed down to us, we see 
that they are not drawn-out details of the 
cruel death. Nor do they dwell on the 
physical torture Jesus was undergoing 
while he died, in spite of all those statues 

II 



and pamtmgs of the man in agony. 
Although his asking for a drink reminds 
us in a gentle way of what he is going 
through, the references to crucifixion are 
minimal and rather dignified and do not 
mention his suffering at all. Did the 
Gospel writers want us to imagine the suf­
fering for ourselves, or did they not men-

while watching this death to say, "Surely 
this was a good man." 

These are the thoughts that carne to me 
concerning the passion of Christ after the 
Quaker meeting discussion. I do not want 
to reduce Jesus' death, as some do, to only 
an example of how to die or even of how 
to live. I believe that in some great, myste-

I AM GLAD I WAS LED TO THINK THROUGH JUST WHAT HIS 

DEATH MEANS. AND, TO BE HONEST, I'M RATHER SURPRISED 

AT JUST HOW MUCH IT DOES MEAN TO ME. 

cion it because to dwell too much on the 
physical pain was to miss the point? 

I keep coming back to Jesus' teaching 
that God is Love and the way of love we 
are encouraged to follow- as illustrated 
in the parables of the Prodigal Son, The 
Sower, and "The Sheep and the Goats"­
is that those who feed the poor, visit the 
sick, and care for their neighbors are the 
ones who enter heaven. When Jesus was 
asked, "What should we do to receive 
eternal life?" he asked the man what it was 
the Scriptures said to do, confirming that 
the way to life was to love God with all 
your heart, with all your soul and all your 
strength (a passage from the Jewish 
Scriptures). Then he added the second 
commandment, which was to love one's 
neighbor as onesel£ When asked who was 
one's neighbor, he told the parable of the 
Good Samaritan-our neighbor might 
be anyone we are with who needs help. In 
the parable, the good neighbor was a 
Samaritan who cared for a stranger, a Jew 
who had been mugged, in spite of the 
racial tensions and hatred between the 
Jews and the Samaritans at the time. 

T he words from the Cross tell me that 
Jesus was witnessing and living this same 
teaching to the end. He was a man wit­
nessing to divine-like qualities, a master 
over the human weaknesses that we all 
know, one who lived love to the highest 
level even in the situation of physical and 
mental torture, and who lived it without 
thought for himsel£ How could such an 
experience leave us unchanged? His very 
nature witnessed divine love. If we can 
take it in, then we, too, are transformed 
by it and set on another path. We are not 
the same again. Even one of the hardened 
Roman soldiers, probably having been 
present at many executions, was moved 
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rious way, in the spiritual and cosmic 
realm, much more than an example was 
taking place during his life and death in 
Jerusalem 2,000 years ago. There are those 
words at the last supper that the Son of 
Man carne to give his life as a ransom for 
the many (gave his life as an act of love), 
and those words in Matthew's Gospel 
when he gave the cup and spoke of the 
new covenant for the remission of sins as 
though by love sins are "cleansed." At the 
last supper in John's Gospel (13:34) Jesus 
washes the disciples' feet to demonstrate 
the way to serve others, and gives them a 
new commandment "to love one anoth­
er." Also at the end of his life in John's 
Gospel, Jesus speaks about his death being 
necessary and in some way connected with 
the Holy Spirit being made available to the 
disciples and to us, to have a new spirit, to 
transform us, to change us spiritually so 
that we, too, will have this "life." (See the 
earlier passage, John 7:39, which says, "At 
that time the Spirit had not yet been given 
because Jesus had not yet been raised to 
Glory.") So, in the Gospels at any rate, this 
death is not represented in the way of the 
"lamb of atonement" derived from Jewish 
culture, and the tradition of a goat that 
carried the sins of the nation away into the 
desert as a "scapegoat" so that the Israelites 
could live. Nor do the Gospel accounts 
present the death of Jesus as necessary in 
order to appease a wrathful God who 
demands a human blood sacrifice, even 
though it was a self-sacrifice through love. 
Instead, the Passion narratives speak only 
of the divine and human love and the giv­
ing of the spirit of Love, which draws oth­
ers to Jesus and has the power to transform 
any who commit themselves tO following 
in the same way-as it changed the man 
dying beside him, the centurion, and mil-

lions of others down through the ages. 
I still wonder, though: Did it have to 

be such a horrible way to die? Perhaps it 
didn't. Perhaps he wondered too, when he 
prayed to his Father to take this cup from 
him: "But not my will, Lord, but Thine." 
Was he also unsure of what God's will was 
for him at that moment? Could it have 
been different if he had been accepted by 
the "establishment," as a Messiah-a 
Savior? I don't know the answer, but I do 
know that I have been given something 
wonderful by his life and death. I am 
offered a choice to live in this way oflove 
and forgiveness, too, and also given help 
to do it. It must be possible or those who 
have given their lives to teaching and 
demonstrating it would not have done so. 
It must be possible to love in his way, to 
forgive and be free, without having to 
carry around old hurts and resentments 
that often pop back into the mind repeat­
edly to block our freedom and peace. 
There are many people who live "good­
ness" on a plane of being that incarnates 
such divine qualities of truth, knowledge, 
compassion, joy, peace, and love without 
self-interest. So it must also really be pos­
sible for my life too, to be made new, to 
let go of past hurts, and to follow in his 
footsteps and to live it. 

I don't know ifl will go to see the film 
or not, but I am glad I went to that 
Q uaker meeting and was part of the dis­
cussion that led me to thinking through 
just what his death means. And, to be 
honest, I'm rather surprised at just how 
much it does mean to me. I feel newly 
committed to try again to live it, one step 
at a time at the pace it takes me. Not to 
pick up my cross and follow him in 
suffering so that it destroys me in the 
effort, but the very opposite: to start 
again, with renewed determinacion-or 
faith, if you like. And, with new resolve, 
to keep going on that old road that 
"Pilgrim" took to freedom in Pilgrim's 
Progress, and to keep in my mind's eye a 
goal ahead-to attain a level of being 
where it is possible to be subjected to suf­
fering and yet free of it; to continue to 
function and live in love, in spite of what 
comes. And surely, it is not insignificant 
that Matthew's Gospel ends with the 
promise, "And I shall be with you always," 
and, in John, "I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another counselor to be with 
you forever-the Spirit ofTruth." 0 
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Another beheading 
Broadcast 

I put down 

From Iraq 
Paul Johnson 
The man's name 

I shake my own head 
perplexed 

Innocence 
It seems 
Is nowhere 
to be found 

Thursday 
The Lord's prayer 
"Thy will be done" 
broadcast 
Egg Harbor 
New Jersey 

(notice it does not say 
God's will be known 
understood 
pleasant) 

Friday 
a man hunches 
squish bellied 
red faced 
wedging letters 
into place 
on a sign 
"Paul Johnson will live forever 
unlike those cowards" 
His condemnation 
illuminated 
in fossil fuel 
outrage 

Collin Taylor attends Cincinnati (Ohio) Meeting. 
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the newspaper photo. 
the man 
the sign 
his condemnation 

I scramble for the keyboard 
To condemn 
Self-righteousness 
The rattle tap 
cadence of keys 

outrage 
anxiety 

Stutter forth 
hastily 
Tiny words 
Inadequate 

My own condemnation 
Illuminated 
in fossil fuel 
outrage 

We are bound together 
In more ways than we know. 

"forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who 
trespass against us" 

13 
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M 
ost of us experience an internal struggle before participating in 
vocal ministry. The shy child within us can hold us back. I have 
the opposite problem. My child is much too eager, like a student 
who calls out to the teacher to be chosen before being sure that 
the answer is ready. 

For this reason, I was particularly cautious when I sensed a lead­
ing to carry a message beyond my own meeting community. At 
first, my caution prevailed, but the leading grew into an urging 
that would not let me go. At times it seemed insistent, even impa­
tient. It is odd that at times like this we will debate with our Caller. 
My argument to myself was that this sort of thing requires a dear­
ness committee. I might have had a point, ifl had actually request­
ed such a committee. But I did not, and the urging continued and 
strengthened, until I found myself visiting meetings without the 
discernment of other Friends. I had even established a monthly 
visiting routine by the time I requested a committee, and several 
months had passed before we finally gathered. 

Shake before Opening 
by Chip Thomas Our meeting is very small, so the size of my dearness commit­

tee reflected this. Only two Friends were available to help discern 
if my calling was true. Yet I found their wisdom compelling. They 
saw some authenticity in the fact that the urging had continued 
over a long period of time. After silent consideration, the com­
mittee felt it right that I should continue in my travels. It was then 
that a member of the committee did what is obvious in hindsight. 
He grabbed a copy of Faith and Practice and looked up the pro-

Chip Thomas, a software engineer, is a member of Marlborough (Pa.) 
Meeting and recording clerk ofWestern Qparterly Meeting. He serves as Uleb 
manager for Friends Tract Association, <www.tractassociation.org>. 
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cedure for traveling in the ministry. I still 
hesitate to use this label for my visits. Our 
heritage is rich with traveling ministers: 
John Woolman, Elias Hicks, and, of 
course, George Fox. For many years a sig­
nificant population of traveling ministers 
helped our Religious Society along its 
spiritual path. It does not seem right to 
consider myself part of this legacy. But it 
did seem appropriate to consult what is 
still called our "Book of Christian Dis­
cipline." In it, we found that a traveling 
minute should be drawn up and consid­
ered for approval by the meeting. This 
would be presented to the clerk or other 
appropriate Friend at the meeting visited. 
It was also advised that a companion trav­
el with me. I have been blessed with three 
Friends who have taken turns accompa­
nying me in my visits to meetings in the 
Philadelphia area. 

To understand the message that I feel I 
am to share, it is best to understand my 
spiritual path. I grew up in Woodbury 
(N.J.) Meeting in Salem Quarter. It is odd 

I must say that I was proud of being a 
Quaker. This pride only grew during the 
Vietnam era. I felt I was part of one of the 
few denominations that was not schiw­
phrenic with respect to war. We did not 
have to reconcile God and country. 
Christian solders were not to join an army 
of violence. It was clear that God wanted 
us to love our enemies and do good to 
those who hated us. And, of course, in 
those days peace was fashionable! 
Unfortunately, as the years went by the 
word "peace" was used more and the word 
Christ less. I must admit that I did not 
notice the change. 

In my late 20s, I met the woman who 
would be my partner in life. I am ever 
thankful that Penny felt ready to anend 
meeting with me, and we became a regu­
lar pair at Woodbury. Like many new to 
Quakerism, Penny had many questions. 
Chief among them was the role that 
Christ played in our religion. I felt com­
fortable in assuring her that while not all 
Friends were Christocentric, deeply com-

Too often we become defensive when we hear the words 
"Christ Jesus" in vocal ministry. If the speaker holds up the 
Spirit of Christ to be "the way, the truth, and the life," then 
tolerance can shift to prejudice. Ironically it is just this sort of 
prejudice that Friends have historically worked to prevent. 

to remember those years as a young 
Quaker. I knew that my "church'' was 
unusual. I knew that other places of wor­
ship had fancy trimmings such as stained 
glass windows. I knew that church build­
ings would have a cross or crucifix placed 
in a central location. But my parents ex­
plained to me that just because there was 
no cross in our meetinghouse, it did not 
mean that Christ was not present in our 
midst. This was typical of the environ­
ment of my youth. We did not frequent­
ly speak of]esus, or Christ. But our Christ­
ian roots were evident, even to children. 
My father taught me First-day school and 
tried to get me to memorize the names of 
the books of the Bible. He also read me 
stories from Scripture and offered a criti­
cal eye while doing so. Above all, contin­
uing revelation was emphasized, and I was 
urged to listen in the silence for that "still, 
small voice" and be ready to hear the voice 
of God through vocal ministry. 
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mitred Christians played a key role in the 
life of the meeting. I did not realize it at 
the time, but this applied more to the 
meeting of my youth than the communi­
ty that welcomed her in the late 1970s. 
Although she became involved, at times 
she also felt a disconnect. More ofren than 
not, when someone invoked the name 
Christ, it was to proclaim loudly that he 
was not divine, but just a man. This gave 
Penny a sense that Friends would not be 
so welcoming if they knew what was in 
her heart. 

Fortunately, this disconnect played lit­
tle role in our deepening love, and in 
1981 we were married under the care of 
the meeting. The meeting was good to us, 
and our family grew alongside several 
other young families. In time, Penny felt 
it right to join, and she was accepted into 
membership. Our two sons grew up in 
the meeting. 

Looking back, I see this period in my 

life as spiritually calm. I felt I understood 
my relationship to God. Worshiping each 
week in the meeting that I was born into 
was a central part of that relationship. I 
had little doubt that I would stay there 
my whole life and be buried with my 
father and grandmother in the Wood­
bury Meeting graveyard. 

Recently, Penny had prepared for me a 
breakfast to eat in the car on my way to 
work. Driving down the road I glanced at 
the small bottle of orange juice she had 
included. Some sediment had settled to 
the bottom. There were instructions 
printed on the bottle that said, "Shake 
before opening." After 40 years of living 
in South Jersey, my life was to be shaken. 

During the late '80s and early '90s 
"corporate America" was experiencing a 
wave of buyouts and consolidations. For 
many years the company I worked for had 
its corporate headquarters in Pittsburgh. 
In 1993 I was informed that my job was 
moving to the corporate center. I was 
invited to join it. The economy was such 
that I dared not decline. In Eighth Month 
Penny and I, our two small sons, and two 
dogs lefr our small South Jersey farm­
house for a suburban development north 
of Pittsburgh. 

The obvious meeting for us to attend 
was Pittsburgh Meeting. For about half a 
year we did just that. Pittsburgh is an 
excellent meeting, but a few things pre­
vented us from making a connection. The 
location in the city seemed awkward for 
our family. Parking was not easy, especial­
ly in the snow. The meeting was very 
large, and our kids seemed to get lost in 
the shuffle. Some Friends were impressed 
when our youngest preferred to stay with 
us through meeting for worship rather 
than participate in First-day school. Little 
did they know that it was not the Silence 
that drew him, but the hubbub of the 
class that frightened him. And Penny's 
struggle with her Quaker identity did not 
improve. If anything, Pittsburgh seemed 
less inviting to a Friend with a Christian 
point of view. 

For these reasons, a search began for 
other meetings. After a few phone calls 
Middleton Meeting in Columbiana, 
Ohio, was suggested. Middleton is a part 
of Ohio (Conservative) Yearly Meeting 
and was quite a distance away. I must 
admit that I was a little hesitant. I knew 
that this yearly meeting was firmly 
Christian. To me, that meant narrow­
mindedness and proselytizing. I agreed to 
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go, but inside I was readying myself with 
a host of arguments to rebuff the on­
slaught that was sure to come. 

For some reason, I have little memory 
of the first time we walked into the 
Middleton meetinghouse. I know that we 
were greeted by many warm smiles and 
that we presented a letter of introduction 
to the clerk. But this is not an unusual 
experience among Friends. I do remem­
ber how easily a silence formed when wor­
ship began. This silence was deeply com­
forting and homelike. In that worship I 
felt myself drawn to Paul's essay on Love 
in 1 Corinthians, chapter 13. I do not 
remember if I had brought my Bible, or if 
there was one on the bench beside me. 
But I found myself standing and reading 
that essay. These words from Scripture 
settled easily into the meeting, 
and I was comfortable that I 
had done as I was supposed to 

do. However, I was slightly 
taken aback when an elderly 
Friend knelt and prayed soon 
after the reading. The prayer 
was heartfelt, the speaker was 
almost in tears. His prayer car­
ried me and the meeting 
before the Almighty. We 
became a gathered meeting. 

The welcoming atmos­
phere did not dissipate as we continued to 
attend Middleton. Meeting for worship 
never failed to ease into a deep and pow­
erful silence. I felt a strength in worship 
that I had not felt since childhood. I had 
not noticed that it was missing. This is not 
to suggest that worship in Middleton is 
superior to worship elsewhere. But it 
spoke to my condition in a way that I 
could not have predicted, and still do not 
understand. 

One First Day I felt that I should speak 
out of the Silence. It seemed I was asked 
to point out that while we can wander 
away from God, God does not leave us. I 
realized before I stood that I might con­
fess that I am one of those who wanders. 
But when I came to that moment of con­
fession, I found myself racked with sobs 
and could barely speak the words. At the 
rise of that meeting, the old and wrinkled 
farmer sitting next to me did not shake 
my hand, but embraced me. 

It is not surprising that First-day school 
was held with a firm Christian perspec­
tive, but all the arguments I had prepared 
to defend my understanding of God were 
never used. Instead, it was I that turned. 

r6 

Eventually I came to an understanding 
that the best way for me to be close to 
God was to worship in the name of 
Christ. Ironically, all those old arguments 
still lie in my head. I can easily recall them 
and explain why worshiping in anyone's 
name is imposing preconceived notions 
on God. Nevertheless, I have found 
Christ at the center. Cerebral arguments 
are not helpful. 

My spiritual life deepened and I came 
to other truths. Understanding that 
Christ was and is divine was a powerful 
tool. If the Spirit of Love were to take 
fleshly form and walk among us, would it 
not call us to love our neighbor and our 
enemy, to do good to those who hate us 
and spitefully use us? Would it not heal 
us, and remind us of God's love? Would 

we not be invited into the Kingdom of 
God? And if this Word of God were 
publicly humiliated and put to death, 
would it not arise? In my heart, I know 
that that Love could pass through this trial 
and resurrect. I have found it most prof­
itable to embrace a history that actually 
saw this event. 

Part of me still finds it unreal that I 
would publicly declare myself to be 
Christian. My deepest understandings 
have been shaken. But the shaking was 
followed by opening. 

While my spiritual life was in full blos­
som, I was fairly unhappy at work. In the 
late 1990s the economic picture im­
proved, and a new position was offered to 
me in the Philadelphia area. It was diffi­
cult to uproot the family again, but my 
discomfort with my job was very great. 
Penny was concerned about moving away 
from the place that had been such an asset 
to our spiritual lives. There was also a fear 
that (despite the best of intentions) the 
atmosphere in Philadelphia Yearly Meet­
ing is not always conducive to Friends 
with a Christian understanding of God. 
But we stepped out in faith. We searched 

for a new home in a good school district. 
The choice of a monthly meeting was not 
a factor as we looked. There are times 
when the hand of God is hard to ignore. 
We ended up in a house half a mile from 
Marlborough (Pa.) Meeting. Marlborough 
is known for its beautiful setting in 
Chester County. But its spiritual orienta­
tion also reminds one more of Ohio 
Conservative than Philadelphia. 

It was after we had moved back to the 
Delaware Valley that Penny and I heard 
another calling. The overwhelming 
majority of Ohio Conservative Friends 
have laid aside plain dress. Yet there are 
still a few who believe that their clothing 
should reflect the simplicity of Quaker 
gray. Our journey to plain dress is a story 
unto itsel£ But the fact is that this is now 

our condition. 
The Christocentric 

approach has been a 
tremendous asset to my 
spiritual life. It seems 
unlikely that I would 
have found this path 
outside of Ohio Con­
servative. It might have 
been possible in the 
meeting of my youth, 
but the current state of 
the Religious Society 

does not encourage this view of God. It is 
not unreasonable to think that others 
could profit from the inward Christ as I 
have. I feel led to do what I can to make 
the way easy for these Friends. But I fear 
that I will be misunderstood in the 
process. I fear that the message I have 
been given to share will be confused with 
any number of Protestant views of 
Christianity. 

Like George Fox, my understanding of 
Christ is one I have come to experiential­
ly. It stands in stark contrast to the theo­
logical representations of Jesus held by 
organized religions. More importantly I 
am not called to share my understanding 
of Christ. Rather, I feel called to remind 
Friends to sweep away preconceived 
notions before seeking. We should lay 
aside both the notions of who God is and 
notions of who God is not. It is true that 
we should plunge into the spiritual depths 
without carrying any words with us. But 
we should not fear any words that are 
given to us in those depths. 

Our spiritual cornrnunities must be 
supportive of all messages that come out 
of that experience. Too often we become 
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holds up the Spirit of Christ to be "the 
way, the truth, and the life," then the tol­
erance can shift to prejudice. Ironically it 
is just this son of prejudice that Friends 
have historically worked to prevent. 

I try to set aside every third First Day 
of the month for travel. As the appointed 
day approaches, I often feel the burden of 
leaving the security of my own commu­
nity. But each visit has been a fantastic 
experience. I must admit that there have 
been several times when my fears of prej­
udice appeared justified. There have been 
occasions when a Friend has felt it neces­
sary to labor with me over a message. 
Fortunately, the overwhelming number 
of times I have been warmly welcomed. 
But the real treasure that I have discov­
ered is a vast diversity of Quaker commu­
nities. All have so much in common, yet 
each is quite distinctive. I have felt a real 
depth of worship in many places and 
experienced more gathered meetings than 
I ever expected. 

I am not absolutely certain how many 
meetings I have visited. I started before 
my clearness committee met and before a 
traveling minute had been prepared. It is 
almost comical with h indsight, but there 
was a time when I left a copy of my 
minute with each meeting I visited. This 
was before I realized that the accepted 
practice is for the meeting to endorse the 
minute, if they feel it right. The result is 
that the number of endorsements on my 
minute has little connection to the num­
ber of my visits. I have been given advice 
to keep a journal of my travels. This I have 
tried to do. Reviewing my journal, I 
would say that I have worshiped with 
more than 25 different meetings. 

My journal bears little resemblance 
to the traditional journal of a traveling 
Friend. One difference is that I have fallen 
into the habit of trying to remember and 
record what I have been given to say. I 
understand that early Friends were loath to 
do this. A message from God is one that 
should be heard in the experience of wor­
ship. However, a few Friends whom I 
deeply respect record their messages, and I 
have followed suit. Obviously more than a 
few words are lost between the time of 
worship and the time I am able to sit down 
to try to recollect them. But I have found 
the experience worthwhile. 

It has occurred to me that a reader of 
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vtsttea ~uermantown Meetmg m 
Philadelphia. It was a particularly power­
ful experience. Germantown is a large 
meeting. I would not have guessed that a 
meeting of that size could be so spiritual­
ly led. There was a lot going on, and many 
messages. Yet the movement of the Spirit 
was evident to me. I must admit that one 
Friend was so uncomfortable with my 
message that she labored mightily with 
me at the rise of meeting. Even so, I count 
it as one of my most memorable and pos­
itive visits. The following is what I under­
stand God was to have me say: 

Friends, I have a concern that I would like to 
lay before you today. I hope the tone does not 
seem harsh, for believe me when I say that it 
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Christian identity, we would be in a better 
position to explain to the world that the way 
of peace is a natural outcome of the teachings 
of]esus. We would be better able to point out 
that if one feels the need to say that Christ is 
the Way, one must also be prepared to say that 
peace is the way. 

But if we cut off our Christian roots, if we 
hide our Christian identity, we hide these 
truths even from ourselves. 

Friends, you are the Light of the world! 
But no one lights a light and hides it under 
a bushel. 

Friends, you are the Salt of the Earth! But 
if that salt loses its saltiness, if it loses its savor, 
it is no longer effective because it is no longer 
used. It is simply laid aside or cast away. 

I hope it has not been inappropriate for me 

For some reason we hesitate to don the title Christian for fear 
that we might be mistaken for a very narrow and particular 
Christian theology with which we do not unite. 

is a concern born of Love. 
Now, would you say that many or most, or 

perhaps even all of the Friends gathered in this 
room today would be ready at a moment's 
notice to publicly stand and declare for the 
way of peace? And we would do this, even 
though, by doing so we might be considered 
traitors in our own country. We would do this 
because we know that speaking truth to power 
is the very essence of U.S. patriotism. 

But here I think that I have discovered a 
rather odd thing. For while we have the 
courage to risk being mistaken for traitors and 
cowards, for some reason we hesitate to don 
the title Christian for fear that we might be 
mistaken for a very narrow and particular 
Christian theology with which we do not 
unite. For there are those Christians who fed 
they must proselytize, and there are those 
Christians who feel they must dwell on judge­
ment, even hellfire and damnation. While we 
do not understand this particular theology, 
and at times I struggle to understand the 
Christians that profess it, one thing you must 
say is at least they stand and speak the truth, 
as they understand it. 

Why is it, then, that we as Friends cannot 
speak the truth of Christ, as we know it? For 
we know that Christ did not come to judge 
the world. We know that the Spirit of Christ 
is a loving Spirit, it is a tender Spirit. And we 
also know that living in the power and the 

to have shared this concern with you today. I 
am ready now that we might return to the 
silence, where we can seek and find that still, 
small voice, where we can be strengthened by 
the warmth and love of the Inner Light. But 
let us not hesitate to call it the Inner Christ. 
For in doing so, we may rediscover a bright 
and shining Quaker jewel that has been so val­
ued by so many Friends for so long. 

My experience at Germantown is rep­
resentative of my overall experience trav­
eling in the ministry. Some seemed com­
fortable with my message. Others openly 
struggled with it. But it was only one mes­
sage among other Words of God that were 
spoken that day. I do not know how 
much others profited from what I said, 
but I know that I came away deeply en­
riched both by the silence and the words. 

I would urge other Friends to listen 
carefully to that still, small voice. You may 
be called to share a message beyond your 
local community. Even if you do not find 
this call, consider visitation to other meet­
ings. We may be struggling with num­
bers, but our foundation is rich and 
diverse and healthy. We would do well by 
experiencing as much of it as we can. D 
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Each month 
this year, 

FRIENDS jOURNAL 

will reprint 
an article from 

a past issue 

Jesus and 
Quakerism 

of the magazine. 

by Dorothy Hutchinson 

B ecawe we have no creed, Qualre<S 
cannot claim uniformity of belief about 
the facts of Jesus' life or resurrection or 
about their theological interpretations. 
Because we have characteristically tended 
to respect the validity of diverse beliefs 
both among ourselves and in world reli­
gions, outsiders sometimes question 
whether we are or consider ourselves 
Christians. 

The writings of Quaker leaders, from 
the beginnings of the movement onward, 
justify the generalization that Quakerism 
always was and still is a Christian move­
ment of which Jesus Christ is the corner­
stone, as he is for all the rest of 
C hristendom. George Fox's calling was no 
vaguely general religious opening. He 
"heard a voice which said, 'There is one, 
even Christ jesus, that can speak to thy 
condition."' And thereafter he conceived 
the purpose of his preaching to be that his 
hearers "might all come to know Christ to 
be their teacher to instruct them, their 
counsellor to direct them, their shepherd 
to feed them, their bishop to oversee 
them; and might know their bodies to be 
prepared, sanctified, and made fit temples 
for God and Christ to dwell in." 

Dorothy Hutchinson (190~1984) was a member of Abington (Pa.) Meeting, a writer on relig;Wus 
subjects and international relations, and a leader in the \%mens International League for Peace and 
Freedom. Her papers, 1942-1980, are in the Swarthmore College Peace Collection. This is the unre­
vised text of an article that appeared in FRIENDS JOURNAL, August 10, 1957. It is a condensation of 
an address given that year in Wrightstown, Pa. 
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What, then, is the scope of our present 
attitudes toward this Jesus around whom 
we build our faith? 

Although there are among Friends 
many gradations of belief, I can best clar­
ify what I feel to be our distinctive inter­
pretation of Jesus if I relate it to the two 
extremes of belief which an individual can 
hold and still be comfortable within the 
Religious Society of Friends. 

At one extreme are those who believe 
that Jesus was the greatest of spiritual 
teachers but with nothing of the super­
natural either in the facts of his life or in 
his powers. At the other extreme are those 
who can accept the creed of most of 
Christendom that Jesus was God's "only 
Son our Lord: Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary: 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was cruci­
fied, dead, and buried: He descended into 
hell; The third day he rose again from 
the dead: He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty: From thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead." 
This creed places major emphasis on 
certain miraculous physical aspects of 
Jesus' birth, death, and powers and omits 
mention of his teachings. 

People outside the Society of Friends 
who adhere to the first belief usually see 
no value in "accepting Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior." Adherents to the second 
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[Friends] regard salvation not as 

abolishing the price of our sins 

earliest Quaker theologian, Robert 
Barclay (1648- 1690), expressed this mys­
tical concept: 

A divine, spiritual, and supernatural 
light is in all men; ... as it is received 
and closed within the heart, Christ 

comes to be formed and brought 
forth ... and with the Apostle thou 

mayest say .... It is no more I, but 
Christ alive in me; And then 

thou wilt be a Christian indeed. 

This concept accounts for 
the fact that Friends have 
generally put less emphasis 
on the physical facts of 
Jesus' life than on the spir­
itual meaning. It enables 
us to feel that acceptance 
of the miraculous record­
ed faces about Jesus, while 

but as giving us the desire to pay it; 

not as saving us from the consequence 

permissible or perhaps 
even desirable, is not of 
paramount importance. 
The basis of our Christian­
ity is not these facts but the 

of our sins but &om the sins 

themselves. 

belief usually see 
no hope for a man 

aside from "accepting Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior." What, then, 
enables Quakerism to encompass both? 

I believe that the secret lies in a special 
emphasis of ours which makes these dif­
ferences relatively unimportant. We are 
held together by our belief that the his­
torical Jesus was a unique revelation to 
men of God's nature and will and that 
there is a spiritual element in men which 
corresponds to this nature and will and 
which, therefore, responds to the spirit of 
Jesus by growing. This we have called the 
eternal Christ or the Christ within to 
differentiate it from the man Jesus. Our 
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spirit revealed in Jesus' acts 
and teachings. And the essen­

tial power of Jesus is not to be 
sought in the physical miracles 

but in his transforming power in 
lives with which he comes into 

contact. This we test and testifY to by 
our own experience. 
Jesus' spirit is self-giving love. This 

love is not to be understood as affection, 
which is a spontaneous response of person 
to person and cannot be commanded. 
Nor is this love a vaporous good will, 
which is likely to be misguided or passive 
because it fails to make the effort to 
understand the other person's needs. Self­
giving love can be felt for those toward 
whom one feels no natural affection and 
leads toward beneficial action because its 
essence is imaginative identification with 
all men-that I love my neighbor as if he 
were myself and that I do unto others as I 
would have them do to me, if I were they 
with all their past experiences, individual 
tastes, and needs. 

What does all this add up to in terms 
of such basic Christian concepts as those 
of salvation and forgiveness of sin? 

Quakers have tended to regard Jesus as 
savior in a sense quite different from that 
preached by many other branches of the 

Christian Church. We regard salvation 
not as abolishing the price of our sins but 
as giving us the desire to pay it; not as sav­
ing us from the consequence of our sins 
but from the sins themselves. 

Salvation As 
Transfonnation 

The story of Jesus and Zacchaeus 
exemplifies this concept of salvation. 
When one brief contact with the spirit of 
Jesus caused the grasping, cheating taX 

collector to say, "Behold, Lord, the half of 
my goods I give to the poor; and ifl have 
defrauded any one of anything, I restore 
it fourfold," it is not recorded that Jesus 
told him not to bother paying for his sins, 
since Jesus by his life and death would 
cancel the debt. It is, on the contrary, 
recorded that Jesus exclaimed, "Today sal­
vation has come to this house ... . " And 
this is Jesus' only use of the word "salva­
tion" recorded in the Scriptures! 

The spirit of Jesus transformed 
Zacchaeus into a man who wanted to do 
the will of God. The spirit of Jesus still 
gives men this desire. And the promise of 
forgiveness of sin gives them the power to 
throw off their slavery to sin. Is not for­
giveness of sin misinterpreted by many 
Christians as a promise to blot out all the 
consequences of our sins? Jesus did not 
promise the adulteress any such thing. 
But when he said to her, "Neither do I 
condemn you; go, and do not sin again," 
he gave her the essentials of divine 
forgiveness-freedom from the paralyz­
ing sense of guilt which binds us to our 
past, and the assurance that we have the 
power to make a fresh beginning and "sin 
no more." This power is surely as great 
and mysterious as any promise of ortho­
dox Christianity. 

So we Quakers can continue to hold 
a wide variety of beliefs about the 
physical facts of Jesus' life and still be 
unified in the belief that Jesus has limit­
less power to bring men into harmony 
with God, and with each other; to trans­
form their lives; and, through them, to 
transform the world. 0 
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elax. Take a moment to think 
about what you know about 

China. How do you know it? Who taught 
you? Why? 

While living in China, I was often 
asked these questions. People wanted to 
know what people in the United States are 
taught about China. They wanted to 
know what interests us in China and what 
kind of relationship we want with China. 
I had a difficult time answering because I 
really couldn't remember being taught 
anything about China. I had images of 
dragons, rice, and a big wall, but I proba­
bly learned more about China from shop­
ping trips to Wal-Mart and Chinese 
restaurants than I did in school. Though 
connections to China were all around me, 
it was an unknown, mysterious place. 

As a child, I actually tried to dig to 
China. Though this method of travel did 
not prove effective, I managed to make 
quite a deep hole in my parents' backyard, 
which is still there. Twelve years later I 
started studying Mandarin Chinese in 
college, and 15 years later I moved to 
Changsha, the capital city of Hunan 
Mariah Miller, who grew up in Clear Creek 
Meeting in Richmond, Ind. , is currently a resi­
dent student at Pendle Hill in Wallingford, Pa. 
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Province. I taught English in Hunan 
University Graduate School from 
September 2002 through July 2004. I also 
studied Chinese at the university and 
passed the Chinese government-spon­
sored Chinese language exam, the HSK. 

In total, I have spent 2 1 months in 
China. I worked in Changsha for 17 
months, during which time I visited 
many cities in Hunan province including 
Yueyang, H engshan, Shaoshan, Feng­
huang, and Zhangjiajie. I spent the other 
four months traveling. At the risk of 
including too much detail, here is an 
almost complete list of the places I visit­
ed: Guilin, Yangshuo, and Sanjiang in 
Guangxi Autonomous Region; Liping, 
Kaili, Guiyang, and Anshun in Guizhou 
province; Yichang, Wuhan, the Three 
Gorges, and the Shennongjia region in 
Hubei province; Kunming, Dali, Lijiang, 
the Tiger Leaping Gorge, and Lugu Lake 
in Yunnan province; Xian in Shaanxi 
province; Lanzhou and Linxia in Gansu 
province; Haikou, Sanya, and Lingshui in 
Hainan province; and the municipalities 
of Chongching, Beijing, and Shanghai. 

While in C hina, I learned from con­
versations with my students, friends, and 
strangers as well as from my own observa-
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tions of the society around me. 
Sometimes, what I learned in this way dif­
fered from what I have learned about 
China from history books and official 
media sources. In this article, it is my 
intention to share what I learned by obser­
vation. I believe there is validity and 
importance in the kind of learning that 
comes from daily life and talking to com­
mon people. I do not consider my obser­
vations inaccurate just because they do not 
all line up with everything that I have read 
about China in books. However, they are 
not meant to be broad generalizations. 
China is a vast and diverse society of which 
I have experienced only a small sliver. I do 
not mean to speak about all of China or to 
speak for the Chinese people; I intend 
merely to be true to my own individual 
experiences. Even after rwo years living 
there, I still can't say what I expected to 
find at the end of my tunnel to China; but 
I would like to share with you a few things 
that I definitely didn't expect. 

I didn't know that China was such an 
ethnically diverse nation. Officially, there 
are 56 different minority groups in China. 
T hat number lumps together some groups 
that consider themselves distinct but 
which the Chinese government considers 
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the same, and it does not include immi­
grants. My daily life was spent mostly with 
Han Chinese (the majority), but I traveled 
to visit the Miao, Dong, Naxi, Mosuo, Yi, 
Bai, Hui, and Tujia minorities in the Dong 
Autonomous Region in Guangxi and 
Guizhou; the Miao Autonomous Regions 
in Hunan and Guizhou; the Tujia 
Autonomous Region in Hunan; and other 
Tujia villages in Hubei, the Bai Autono­
mous Region, the Naxi Autonomous 
Region in Yunnan, and the Hui Autono­
mous Region in Gansu. In Yunan I also 
visited the Yi and the Mosuo minorities. 

together, total a bigger area than the rest of 
China. In other words, the minority 
groups together hold a larger territory than 
the Han Chinese. At the moment, the 
government is pushing to develop the west 
of China, which means developing the 
minority regions. This will bring grea.ter 
wealth and better education to the minori­
ties, but the policies also encourage Han 
Chinese to move there, which will increase 
Han control over the areas. 

My students were convinced that 
racial and ethnic discrimination did not 
happen in China. After all, they asked 
me, how could we have racism when we 
are all Chinese? 

This is a view of the city where I livetl from C'ltlllr.Ja:-, 
my apartment. The foregrountl is 11 ~ 
garden. AO available lanJ is usetl tU pn/lta 

My students were 
conftnced that racial 

and ethnic 
discrimination did 

not happen in China. 

Minority groups in China are afforded 
some legal protections. They are allowed 
to have more than one child, as long as 
they don't move to a big city. They are 
guaranteed representation in the People's 
Congress. Many of the areas where they 
live are called "autonomous regions"; that 
means that they have control over the 
region's government and can shape the 
laws to fit their own culture as long as they 
follow the policies of the party and feder­
al law. The autonomous regions, put 
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My observations suggested otherwise. 
Aside from the obvious discrimination, 
both positive and negative, that my 
friends and I experienced as foreigners 
and people of other races, there was clear­
ly prejudice against the minorities. For 
one thing, they were always spoken of as 
"the minorities" and rarely recognized as 
distinct groups. In one class, I discovered 
that I could list more names of different 
minority groups than 20 Chinese PhD 
students could. The minority people who 
I knew requested that I keep their ethnic­
icy a secret, but didn't explain why that 
was important. Only once did I have a 
student who openly admitted being from 
a minority. The majority of the beggars 
who I saw on the streets were wearing tra­
ditional minority clothing. 

When I started planning to travel to 
the autonomous regions, I was ofi:en 
advised against it. I was warned that they 
were chaotic places with litcle economic 
development and uncivilized people. It 
seemed to be a common belief that it was­
n't safe to travel there. My Chinese female 
friends were afraid of traveling there 

alone. Once I ended up in tears in a trav­
el agency in Lanzhou, Gansu, because the 
agents refused to sell me a ticket to the 
Hui Autonomous region, which is also in 
Gansu, because they felt it was too dan­
gerous to travel there alone. I went any­
way. While there, I became desperately ill. 
The man who owned the hotel where I 
was staying cared for me like a daughter. 

Instead of being in danger as the Han 
warned, I was received warmly in each of 
the minority areas. 

I discussed race and ethnici ty with all of 
the students who took my class, a total of 
about 500 over two years. My students 
came from all over China and from a vari-

ety of economic backgrounds, but almost 
all were Han Chinese. Usually we talked 
about it in a U .S. context because my con­
tract stipulated that I could not discuss 
politics with my students; but I usually 
managed to slip in the parallels that I saw 
in China and ask them what they thought. 
One reply has stayed with me. The respon­
der said that there was discrimination and 
prejudice in China, but not along the lines 
that I saw. He felt that people who were 
wealthier were treated better and respect­
ed more in general, and that poor Han 
Chinese were treated just as badly as the 
minority groups. This has reminded me to 
keep in mind my own biases as I learn 
about a new culture. Perhaps I define the 
tensions I saw as ethnic tensions because I 
grew up in a society with many conflicts 
over race and ethnicity, so I was looking to 
see conflict in that way. Either way, there 
was a great deal more diversity in China 
than I expected to find. 

Another thing that I didn't know 
before I went to C hina is that Islam is a 
major religion in China. I read a Chinese 
government publication on religion in 
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China today, which said that Islam has the 
highest number of actively practicing 
believers of any religion in China. My stu­
dents disagreed with this informacion, 
claiming that Buddhism was the largest. 
Though I saw many people praying at the 
temples that I visited, none of my stu­
dents knew any Buddhists personally and 
all of them knew at least one Muslim. 
Most likely, they knew the same Muslims 
that I did. There were several local fami­
lies who had immigrated from Xinjiang 
and Qinghai provinces and ran excellent 
local restaurants. Like most of the 

Chinese Muslims that I met, they were 
not Han Chinese, but members of the 
Hui minority. Both their head coverings 
and their lighter skin made them stand 
out in the community. The restaurants 
were popular with foreign students and 
teachers because the Hui treated foreign 
strangers warmly and equally. In contrast, 
the Han often made a strong distinction 
between Chinese and non-Chinese, espe­
cially when dealing with strangers. 
Inspired by my friendship with Sophia, 
who ran one of these restaurants, I read 
the Qur' an and visited the local mosque 
with my neighbors, who were from Iran, 
Yemen, and Egypt. The community of 
Muslims around me was an essential part 
of my spiritual life in China. Whether or 
not Islam is actually the largest religion, 
the number of Muslims in China is a 
small percentage of the population. 

Chinese people are permitted to choose 
a religion, and they are permitted to prac­
tice it in government-approved locations 
in accordance with government regula­
tions. Only members of the Communist 
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Parry are not permitted to have a religion. 
The church that I attended was always full 
and no one seemed at all worried about 
being there. On holidays, so many people 
attended the services that police were pres­
ent to control the crowds. They did not 
interfere in the service in any way. The 
church itself was undergoing a complete 
renovation due to 1,000,000 yuan that the 
government paid the church as reparations 
for the surrounding land and hospital, 
which had been seized when the Com­
munists came to power. The local mosque 
was also given government money for ren­
ovations. The churches, temples, and 

mosques that I visited all seemed to be 
thriving, but it was rare to hear people 
talking about religion or exhibiting reli­
gious behavior outside of them. Almost all 
of the people who I talked to had no reli­
gion and all agreed that most Chinese peo­
ple did not have a religion. 

I only talked to one of my classes, 
about 25 students, about religion directly 
because it was a violation of my contract 
to do so. This class asked me specifically 
to talk with them about religion. They 
wanted to know how I could believe in 
God when everyone knew God didn't 
exist. None of the students in the class had 
a religion, and almost none of their par­
ents did; but their grandparents had all 
been Buddhist or Christian. They said 
that they thought that religion was a good 
way of helping people with difficult lives 
or emotional difficulties. A couple of 
them believed in God, and they all agreed 
that it was important to teach people 
morals and ethics. 

I found that the people I met assumed 
that I was Christian. While traveling in 
Guizhou province, I sat next to an elder­
ly man on a bus who tenderly pulled his 
Bible out of his coat and excitedly talked 

to me about Christianity. I found myself 
constantly explaining that not all people 
from the United States are Christian, but 
I didn't have the heart to tell this man 
because he was so passionate about it. 
Chinese people, especially Chinese 
Christians, seemed happy to meet and 
welcome Christians. However, in general 
I encountered a negative attitude toward 
people who come to China to convert 
people to Christianity. Many of these peo­
ple come saying they will teach English 
but actually intending to teach the Bible. 
Teaching about Jesus instead of teaching 
English is a violation of contract, and 

proselytizing by foreigners is illegal 
in general. It also doesn't seem to be 
effective. Instead of becoming 
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Christian, most of the students become 
irritated and resentful of teachers who are 
not teaching them what they want to 
learn. 

In my conversations with English 
teachers who came to teach the Bible, and 
with Chinese people who had encoun­
tered them, I realized several things. For 
one thing, missionaries should have train­
ing. It is probably not a good idea to get 
on a plane and fly to a foreign country in 
a surge of religious conviction without 
first carefully reading the Bible. It is prob­
ably also not a good idea to try to convert 
people with little or no experience with 
religion, in a country where it is not 
encouraged, without having the skills 
needed to help people with the emotion­
al and social effects of conversion. It is not 
a good idea to take people to illegal gath­
erings in your home instead of a legal 
church. It is also not a good idea to show 
up, excite people about Jesus, and then 
leave in a month. 

I did meet one foreign man who I felt 
was doing excellent work as a missionary 
in China. He was a Catholic priest. He 
had lived in the city for years and intends 
to continue living there. He did not talk 
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about religion in his English classes. He 
taught English. He did not start his own 
illegal church or try to bully people into 
believing. Instead, he was a regular atten­
der of the local Catholic Church and he 
brought interested people there to see 
what it was like and to talk to the Chinese 
priestS. I myself was so impressed with the 
rwo Chinese priestS in this church that I 
took communion and wept at the 
Christmas Mass last year. Both men are 
over 80 years old, and both spent over 20 
years in punitive workcarnps for refusing 
to renounce their faith. The strength of 

Whether professing 
a religion or not, the 
people around me In 

their conviction made mass a ritual that 
even an unprogrammed Friend couldn't 
help but admire. 

Near the end of my time in China, I 
was sitting on a balcony with a couple of 
friends. All of a sudden one said, "I believe 
in God." Everyone went completely 
silent, and even I stared at her. I was 
absolutely shocked because I had never 
heard anyone say something so strongly 
religious so publicly. She explained that 
she had gone through a divorce and was 
finding that she wasn't going to be able to 
remarry. Though she left her husband for 
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reasons that even the most conservative 
would agree were valid, all of the men she 
met told her they wouldn't consider mar­
rying a divorced woman. She found little 
support from the people around her, but 
she found herself being supported from 
within. She realized that she believed in 
God and that it was God who supported 
her. It was a reminder to me that, with or 
without being taught about religion, with 
or without overzealous or untrained mis­
sionaries, people everywhere respond to 
their own Inner Light and spirit. Whether 
professing a religion or not, the people 
around me in China often amazed me 
with their spirituality. 

I can't remember if this woman had 
become a Christian, but another woman 
there was a Christian. She said that what 
had attracted her to Christianity was the 
idea that we should really love everyone, 
even the people we didn't know. Everyone 
there agreed that the interactions berween 
strangers in China were very distant. This 
coldness and competition was also one of 
the most difficult pares of Chinese society 
for me to adjust to, and certainly some­
thing I didn't expect to see in a commu­
nist country. 

While waiting to buy train tickers in a 
line hours long, I was amazed that no one 
said anything to the people who would 
walk to the front of the line, push people 
out of the way, and buy a ticket. When 
my wallet was stolen on a bus, I was 
amazed that no one told me it was hap­
pening. When I ended up on foot at the 
scene of a terrible bus accident and start­
ed giving basic first aid to the victims, I 
also ended up on the news. Not only did 
I rarely see Chinese people give money to 
beggars, they often tried to stop me from 
giving, saying that these people were only 
lazy and that they would not be poor if 

they didn't want to be. 
A young Chinese man carne up to me 

in the airport one day, panicked because 
he did not have the 50-yuan airport tax 
that he needed to get on his connecting 
flight. He had just returned from study­
ing in New Zealand and had only New 
Zealand money, which he couldn't change 
in that part of the airport. He had asked 
some other Chinese people for help, but 
no one would help him. He asked me for 
help on the off chance that I was from 
New Zealand. I would have just given 
him the 50 yuan, but he insisted on giv­
ing me New Zealand dollars in exchange. 
I didn't even know the correct exchange 

rate, but I Later discov­
ered that he had given 

me the correct 
amount. He said that if I hadn't helped 
him, he would have been stuck in the air­
port and would have lost his ticket for the 
Last Leg of his journey home because he 
was convinced that no Chinese person 
would have believed his story was true. 

Whatever the situation, people didn't 
seem to stop and help other people. My 
studentS explained that people did not get 
involved because they either suspected 
that the person asking for help was just 
trying to trick them, or were afraid of the 
consequences that they might face if their 
own involvement was misrepresented. 
They said that government broadcasts on 
the television and radio discouraged them 
from giving money to beggars. Though I 
did not expect to hear this kind of attitude 
in China, it was not new to me. I have also 
heard and seen this attitude many times 
in the United States. 

In contrast, I was happy to find that 
the relationship berween people who 
knew each other was much closer than it 
is in the United States. My closest friends 
in China, who were all Han Chinese, 

Continued on page 46 
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• REPORTS AND EPISTLES 

Southern Appalachian Yearly 
Meeting and Association 

M ountain roads slowed us down 
and helped us come Spirit-led to 

the annual gathering of the 
Southern Appalachian Yearly Meeting and 
Association (SAYMA). We gathered in the 
Swannanoa River valley at Warren Wilson 
College, June 10-13, 2004, to consider the 
theme "Feeding the Flames of Faith: Integrat­
ing Spirit and Action." The Western North 
Carolina mountains greeted us with lovely 
weather: huge clouds, wide blue sky, and 
warm temperatures. 

Attendance at the Gathering numbered 
around 240, about the same as in other recent 
years. This reflects the population of our yearly 
meeting, which has remained quite stable, 
showing an increase of about 3 percent this 
year over last year's census. Our yearly meet­
ing is blessed with 33 monthly meetings and 
worship groups spread over a wide geographi­
cal area, including C harleston, W.Va., Berea, 
Ky., Boone, N.C., Columbia, S.C., Atlanta, 
Ga., Oxford, Miss., and Memphis, Tenn. 

As we carne together from our far-flung 
homes, we renewed old acquaintances and 
made new ones over excellent meals, much of 
the food organically grown right here on the 
Warren Wilson campus. The agenda allowed 
for quiet fellowship during the breaks be­
tween scheduled activities. 

In the evening plenary sessions, we heard 
from two SAYMA Friends on Thursday and 
three on Friday, describing how their spiritual 
journeys have led them to action. Our wor­
ship sharing centered on queries about how 
we integrate our spiritual lives and activism. 
The more intimate serting enabled each of us 
to speak and listen on a deeper level about our 
personal journeys of faith and action. 

On Saturday night we enjoyed a different 
kind of sharing, with an intergenerational tal­
ent show. Friends sang, played piano and 
guitar, told stories and jokes, laughed, clapped, 
cheered, and congratulated one another. A 
highlight was the "monkey bridge," a rope 
and wood rigging that required the coopera­
tion of a whole team of volunteers. 

Most of the 17 workshops were led by 
SAYMA Friends, with four being led by in­
vited guests from American Friends Service 
Committee, Friends General Conference 
Traveling Ministry Program, Quaker House, 
and Right Sharing ofWorld Resources. Some 
of the workshops were more presentational 
in nature, but among the best attended were 

two very participatory workshops: "Headless 
Experiments for Worship and Action" and 
"Make a Joyful Noise: Singing out of the 
Quaker Hymnal." 

Yearly meeting provided many opportuni­
ties for gathered worship after the manner of 
Friends, with early morning worship in an 
open pavilion, and a regular hour of worship 
each day. Another highlight of this year's gath­
ering was the meeting for remembrance of 
Friends whose lives have touched ours in pro­
found ways. Our worship helped us prepare 
for the work that was set before us in our daily 
meeting for business sessions. 

Rather than hearing all of the State of the 
Society reports at once, we heard two to four 
reports at each of the first three business ses­
sions, some of which were read by SAYMA 
teens and young adults. We were inspired 
by reports from some of the wider Quaker 
organizations in which SAYMA Friends are 
active, including American Friends Service 
Committee, Right Sharing, Alternatives to 
Violence Program, FRIENDS JouRNAL, and 
Friends Peace Teams. Our meetings for busi­
ness were not without difficulty and we did 
occasionally engage in wordsrnithing, but for 
the most part we accomplished our work in 
good Quaker order, finding the sense of 
the meeting in many cases and referring back 
to committee those matters we were not able 
to settle. 

The workshops, worship, and presenta­
tions of the yearly meeting gave us all addi­
tional resources and renewed energy to con­
tinue our Spirit-led work in our monthly 
meetings, worship groups, communities, and 
personal lives. 

Young Friends Epistle to 
SAYMA 

Southern Appalachian Young Friends is a 
group of teens ages 12-18 who gather peri­
odically for weekend retreats in various loca­
tions around the Southeast. We Rock-and 
that's about all you need to know. So what do 
we do on these retreats? We'll tell you. 

August: We went back to Wren's beautiful 
house in Black Mountain, N.C. for a joint 
steering, oversight, and nurturing committee 
retreat to start off the year. One of our numer­
ous accomplishments was to establish a clerk 
discernment process. 
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September: Friends gathered at Chapel Hill 
for a retreat on diversity. Activities included 
trust and diversity games, a thought-provok­
ing question series and a dance. 

October: We went to South Carolina for 
our annual Penn Center Work Camp. Aside 
from doing our usual service projects we 
went ro the beach and had a poduck with the 
wider community. 

November: We gathered in West Knox­
ville for a retreat on the theme of mindful­
ness. Activities included a fun workshop, a 
silent lunch, and a healing circle. Friends 
also decorated the meetinghouse with favor­
ite quotations. 

January: Ashevi lle hosted our retreat 
with a theme of fellowship. Many group 
games were played and led by members of 
Asheville Meeting. 

February: The steering, oversight, and 
nurturing committees met at Kathleen 
Mavournin' s house for our midyear meetings. 
We formulated an official method (or mad­
ness) for recording minutes and making them 
available at retreats. 

March: Friends gathered in Chapel Hill to 
discuss health, both physical and spiritual. 
Activities included a workshop and rwo silent 
walks through the woods. We also had a blast 
roller-skating on Saturday night. 

April: The fmal retreat before SA YMA 
took place in West Knoxville, focusing on the 
theme of creativity. Relating to the theme 
were a service project for hospice, a workshop 
on pottery making, and worship sharing on 
creativity. We also had kabobs for dinner on 
Saturday. Yum! 

SAYMA: Finally, we gathered this week­
end at Warren Wilson College to enjoy an 
extra-long retreat with the wider community, 
a.k.a. you fabulous folks! We spent part 
of the weekend holding in the light a young 
Friend who lost a family member. We par­
ticipated in workshops, went swimming, 
~d had an uplifting and saddening gradua­
aon ceremony. 

Thanks to everyone who made this pos­
sible! We love the SA YF community and hope 
you'll continue to help us support it! 
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Fax: (202) S17-241H 
www.sidwl'li.l'du 
h r@sidwl·ll.nlu 

Sidwell Friends School is committed as an institution to the ideal of 
dive1·sity with regard to race, ethnicity, 1·eligion, economics, genda, .~exual 
orientation, and />hysical disability in its student body, faculty, and staff. 
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Robert Bartlay's Apohg has been the dassk 
systematic statement of the Quaker faith. 

If you are a Quaker seeking better 
understanding of your faith, or an 

ecumenist trying to understand beliefs 
that were significant to Methodism, 

challenging ID Calvinism, and frequently 
in rapport with Catholicism, you will find 

Barclay's Apo!og enlightening. $18.00 

BARCLAY PRESS 
211 N. Meridian St, ' 101, Newberg, (l 97132 

800.962.4014 

Make friends, 
make music 

Friends 
Music 
Camp 

at Olney Friends School 
Barnesville, Ohio 

ages 10-18 
July 10 - August 7, 2005 

For brochure and camp video: 
FMC, P.O. Box 427 

Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387 

Ph: 937-767-1 31 1 or 937-767-1818 
musicfmc@yahoo.com 

CREMATION 
Friends are reminded that the 

Anna T. Jeanes Fund 
will reimburse cremation costs. 

(Applicable to members of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting only.) 

For information, write 
DORIS CLINKSCALE 

414 Foulkcways 
Gwynedd, PA .19436 

• YYIINI:)) 

The Phoenix School For Girls 
by James Reilly and Wu Na 

Early on an unseasonably cool, young 
September morning, a few firecrackers 
cut through the thick mist enveloping 

Xiaoshicun (Little Stone Village). Their call 
bounded along green rice fields and echoed 
against the nearby low hills. The Phoenix 
School for Girls was officially open. After a 
welcoming presentation, teachers led small 
groups of students on a brief rour of school 
facilities. By 9:30AM, classes were underway. 

These modest formalities masked the years 
of dedication, sacrifice, and hard work by 
countless supporters and volunteers that made 
this day possible, nor did they give any sense 
of the visionary nature of the school. How­
ever, for a school long supported by Quaker 
institutions and dedicated to practical educa­
tion for those who need it most, the simplicity 
was fittingly appropriate. 

The Phoenix School for Girls is a non­
profit, technical training school for girls who 
have completed at least a middle school edu­
cation . Approximately half of the 23 students 
are 16 years old, having just graduated from 
local middle schools. The other half range 
mostly from 18 to 21 years old, and have 
either attended technical high schools and/or 
worked outside the home (usually in factories 
in Guangdong province). About half of the 
students board at the school, while the rest 
live nearby. 

The school curriculum focuses on build­
ing practical skills in English, computers, and 
Chinese language, with physical education 
and art. Visiting lecturers teach classes on 
gender, women's health, legal rights, business 
development, and related subjects. After 
one to two years, students will be placed in 
internships in office jobs or the service sector 
(such as hotel desk clerks or tourist guides) in 
nearby cities. 

This dream, which began with Wu Na's 
mother and aunt talking with us about the 
changing conditions for girls in the country­
side in 1999, has become a reality. As we 
learned from Wu Na's relatives in 1999, the 
educational equality that had existed berween 
girls and boys, and young men and young 
women is rapidly disappearing. Attending high 
school has become expensive and rural fami­
lies are only able to send one or rwo children 

james Reilly and Wu Na are East Asian Quaker 
International Affairs Representatives for Ameri­
can Friends Service Committee. They are based 
in Dalian, China. 

ro high school. Dependent upon sons to 
care for them in their old age, families tend 
to support boys' education, while daughters 
either stay home to work in the fields or go 
into the cities to work as nannies or as assem­
bly-line workers. 

No longer are rural young women "hold­
ing up half the sky," as Mao Zedong had 
promised in the heady early days of the Chi­
nese revolution. Instead rural young women 
have become the engine that drives the mi­
raculous Chinese economic growth machine . 
T heir cheap labor in dirty, dangerous facto­
ries makes possible the wealth of Shanghai 
and Beijing, generating owners' profits as 
they send inexpensive products to markers 
around the world. The costs are heavy. As one 
of our students said in her self-inuoduction 
on the first day, "In the factories, I found out 
that we are the modern-day coofees'' (literally 
"bitter labor"). 

O ur dream of an all-girls school in 
Xiaoshicun, which would open up the path 
to another life for local girls, began when 
W u Na's mother and aunt took us to an old 
school building that had been abandoned 
when the school district consolidated. The 
building was available but needed a lot of 
work. We took this dream to Westfield (N.J.) 
Meeting in 2000. The meeting provided some 
seed money for us to starr working on the 
building ro make ir habitable, and also sup­
ported our application to the Chace Fund and 
our request ro Haddonfield Quarter for fi­
nancial support. 

The Chace Fund provided $5,000 in Feb­
ruary 2001, which enabled us co build kitchen, 
shower, and bathroom facili ties; repair the 
roof; and paint some of the rooms. We cre­
ated one of the few modern com posting toi­
lets in rural China, and worked out a pipe 
system so thar cooking facilities in the kitchen 
heared water for the showers. We realized that 
we could not do the required work by our­
selves; so after talking with staff at Philadel­
phia Yearly Meeting we decided to create a 
workcamp that would rehabilitate the build­
ing. We met with staff and volunteers from 
the Young Friends Program and the 
Workcamp Program of Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting, and we were able to attend the PYM 
International Workcamp ro experience a 
workcamp firs thand. 

In July 2001, 12 people from the United 
States, ranging in age &om 17 to 40, signed 
up for the China Summer Workcamp. They 
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came to rural Hunan Province, and along 
with 15 Chinese college students began work­
ing to fix up the school. Westfield Meeting 
and Haddonfield Quarter provided funds that 
allowed the Chinese students to participate. 
Many of the U.S. Quaker students received 
grants from International Outreach Granting 
Group and their own meetings. In addition to 
plastering, painting, weeding, planting gar­
dens, and cleaning buildings, the volunteers 
also taught English and environmental issues 
to local middle school students (both boys 
and girls). The workcamp was a success-but 
the building needed more work. 

After the first workcamp, we took up a 
position with American Friends Service Com­
mittee as the East Asia Quaker International 
Affairs Representatives. AFSC encouraged us 
to continue to work on the worlq;amp project, 
and to try to start a school ford girls. In the 
summer of2002, 14 people from the United 
States participated in the three-week China 
Summer Workcamp, along with 15 Chinese 
college students and 6 Korean university stu­
dents. T he participation of the Chinese stu­
dents was again made possible by funds from 
Westfield Meeting and Haddonfield Quar­
ter. A grant from the Bequests Granting Group 
of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting funded new 
floors, blackboards, and walls, and allowed 
the purchase of tables and chairs. The 
workcamp was becoming international and 
the building was becoming a school. Middle 
school students flocked to attend the "Sum­
mer Camp" where they learned English and 
studied environmental issues. The volunteer 
teachers learned about each other and each 
other's cultures. 

By 2003 the school building was ready, 
but the local bureaucracy was still uncertain 
about approving an all-girls school co-founded 
by foreigners and based in rural China. We 
continued meeting and talking with officials 
in China and kept the workcamp going. Again 
in 2003, 15 young people from the United 
States (mostly Quakers from the Philadelphia 
area), 15 Chinese college students, and 5 Ko­
rean college students went to rural China and 
taught English and Environmental Studies to 
middle school students. In 2004, the fourth 
China Summer Workcamp included partici­
pants from Japan along with Chinese, Ko­
rean, and U.S. volunteers, ranging in age from 
17 to 65. 
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Stewardship 
Solutions 

rust 
Trusting a money manager 
with your hard-earned savings 
can feel a bit like stepping 
off a cliff. 

MMA Praxis Mutual Funds are part of a 
church-affiliated organization that gets the 
highest marks from its members on the issue 
of trust. We come from a 500-year faith tradi­
tion that places stewardship at its heart, and 
we stand on a legacy of faith-based investing 
that spans more than a half century. 

You want a money manager with your best 
interests at heart. A good place to start is with 
an organization that values trust just as much 
as you do. 

(800) 9PRAXIS 
www.mmapraxis.com 

You should consider the fund's investment objectives, risks, and charges and expenses care­
fully before investing or sending money. This and other important information about MMA 
Praxis Mutual Funds can be found in the fund's prospectus. To obtain a prospectus, please call 
(BOO) 9-PRAXIS. Please read the prospectus carefully before investing. MMA Praxis Mutual Funds 
are distributed by 8/SYS Fund Services. 
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Olney Friends School 
Est. 1837 

An intellectually challenging 
college preparatory 

program within a 
supportive Quaker 

community. 

Olney Friends School 
in Barnesville. Ohio 

is a small co-educational 
boarding school for 

grades 9-12. 

· beautiful arboretum setting 

· wide choice of homes 

· dynamic community 

· opportunities to build on your 

Quaker connections 

· ideal location for culture & recreation 

· superior health & wellness services 

An Unparalleled Choice in ActiveAdult Communities ... 

Nurturing the Mind, Body, and Spirit 

MEDFORD LEAS 

A nationally accredited, Quaker-related, not-for-profit community 

for those age 65 and above. 

One Medford Leas Way I Medford, NJ o8o55 I www.medfordleas.org 

We welcome your visit. · Call 8oo.33L43o~ for an appointment. 

At chis workcamp in lace August, local 
officials suddenly approved our request co 
establish the school, recommending only char 
the name be changed to Phoenix School for 
Girls (from our original nameofHigh Bridge). 
We readily agreed, and we hastily made prepa­
rations to begin classes. One of the China 
Summer participants agreed to stay on as the 
first English teacher. We quickly hired three 
ocher teachers, retained two local staff, re­
cruited students, and readied the facilities. On 
September 6, classes got underway. 

Naming the school Phoenix is, despite its 
origins, strikingly appropriate. As we cold our 
students on the opening day, the phoenix in 
Chinese mythology symbolizes the empress, 
and so demonstrates our respect for women 
and what they may become. In Greek my­
thology, the phoenix lives for eternity, engulf­
ing itself in fire only to rise anew &om the 
ashes. Regardless of their pasts, we told our 
students, at this school they too can rediscover 
within themselves the strength and vision to 
reshape their own future. 

The Phoenix School for Girls has become 
a reality thanks to the cooperation and sup­
port from the many above-named Quaker 
groups and organizations, and the many, many 
people involved with all of these organizations 
who have supported chis dream with time, 
energy, ideas, and funding. 

It also relied on the cooperation and sup­
port of the C hinese government, a number of 
Chinese universities, local government offi­
cials, and organizations throughout East Asia 
over the past five years. Most significantly, 
this dream could never have been realized 
without the support of the residents of 
Xiaoshicun who have allowed us to teach their 
children and live among them as neighbors, 
and who have taught us so much in return. 

Despite all of chis support and the recent 
success in opening the school, there is still 
much work to do. The job placement office 
has to become successful so chat the graduates 
of the school obtain decent paying positions. 
We need to raise funds to keep tuition fees 
low enough to allow rural girls the opportu­
nity to attend. We need to obtain textbooks 
and supplies. We are confident with the help 
and support of the groups chat have sup­
ported this project for the past five years, we 
will meet these challenges. 

Everyone who has been involved with chis 
project in some fashion should realize chat 
their support is making a significant change in 
young women's lives in rural China. Mean­
ingful social change always comes one step at 
a time. We have all taken such a step together. 
The next step will come during the first­
annual graduation of the Phoenix School for 
Girls, to be held in Xiaoshicun in June 2005. 
You are all cordially invited. 0 
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~illlpllclty With Lhlldren 
by Heather Riley 

Did you know that a number of over­
the-counter children 's vitamins 
con rain aspartame, an artificial sweet­

ener that has been known to cause cancer 
in rats? As a mother of two young children I 
have to decide whether a) to give them 
the vitamins and hope for the best; b) to 
eschew vitamins and force more broccoli 
down their throats; c) to rake out a home 
equity loan to pay for expensive and "safe" 
vitamins; or d) to run screaming out the 
door. This is just one of the thousands of 
decisions a parent of young children is faced 
with almost every day. 

To say that my husband and I consider 
ourselves Quaker often seems a dichotomy 
of beliefs. In our 20s we were drawn to the 
nondidactic teachings of Quakerism that 
seemed very opposite to the religions in 
which we had grown up (he was Lutheran, 
and I, Catholic). I originally felt so attracted 
to the Quaker queries and testimonies, and 
often read them out loud to my husband, as a 
way to reaffirm that I felt motivated by the 
spirit of Quakerism. Social responsibility? I 
was a volunteer and did mission work in 
Costa Rica! Education? I'm a teacher! Peace? I 
love it! 

The testimony that has always given me 
pause, however, is simplicity. Before we had 
children, my husband and I tried to tell out­
selves that we lived simply: we had one car; 
my husband took the train to work to show 
concern for the environment; and our favor­
ite, we were great ar spending Sunday after­
noons lying outside with books. 

But now, as parents, the testimony of sim­
plicity seems almost as untenable as holding 
mercury in your hands. How did life become 
so crazy? I actually catch my breath if I see my 
name next to "Simplicity" as the topic to be 
taught by me in our First-day school. What 
do I know about simplicity? My life is any­
thing but. 

Every day we are faced with so many deci­
sions that life does not seem simple anymore. 
It is today's U.S. culture and lifestyle that 
presents so many choices, all of which we can 
investigate and make a decision about or, 
decide not to even make the choice to begin 
with. Of course, to say that one will choose to 
live a simpler life is all well and good, but what 

Heather Riley attends Goshen Meeting in West 
Chester, Pa. 
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does that mean? How can we ignore the great 
and many complicated decisions we are faced 
with every day? _ 

It is with a heavy and confused head that I 
approach my day. I want to go to the grocery 
store to buy fruit. Fruit is healthy, right? Well, 
fruit can have salmonella on it, so it's not 
enough to wash ir with water, you have to use 
a fruit and vegetable washer. You want fish, 
that's "brain food," right? That's what my 
grandmother used to say. Well, it turns out 
certain fish has mercury in it- that's bad. So 
you can only eat tuna once a month. And 
salmon? You have to buy the wild salmon, nor 
the farm-raised . Oh yeah-and they don't 
carry that at my grocery store, so I have to go 
to a specialty store for that. 

I want my son to go to preschool. Well, 
luckily we live in an area that has a number of 
Quaker schools to choose ftom. Luckily, right? 
Well, each one offers a slightly different cur­
riculum. D o I want Spanish lessons or guitar? 
Do I want to do lunch bunch? Which one has 
afternoons and which has mornings? It is 
enough to make me batty! And, of course, 
very tired and stressed. 

And don't even get me starred on Christ­
mas, birthdays, or holidays. My son wants a 
pirate/medieval knight birthday party. O f 
course, we're "Quaker," so I have to try 
to explain to him why we won't have swords 
at this birthday party of 15 children, 5 pizzas, 
4 games, and a cake that I'm trying to keep 
"simple." And at Christmas, I just want to 

forget that I "have" to have presents for my 
cousins-in- law, roll myself up in a 
big blanket and tell everyone we' re now 
Jehovah's Witnesses. 

The idea of living a "simple" life in the 
21st century, middle class, suburban United 
States seems ludicrous. In many ways, the 
steps away from simplicity have really im­
proved our Lives: we are better educated, and 
perhaps, more in touch with the world around 
us. I wonder though, how we can ever truly 
simplifY and de-stress our lives so that it doesn't 
seem as if we are taking steps backwards rather 
than just resting. 0 
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«the small school that 
makes big people" 

Greene Street Friends School 
5511 Greene Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

• 
Pre-K through Grade 8 

Founded in 1855 

Please call TODAY for a 
tour. 215-438-7545 

(609) 714-0100 
callighrf@medleas.com 

• MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES • 

• INSCRIPTIONS • SCROLLS • 

22 New Freedom Rd., Medford, NJ 08055 

We manage Investment Portfolios 
from a socially responsible perspective 

Investment Advisory 

Socially Responsible Investment 
Portfolios that perform 

C harles Schwab custodian 
Securities offered through 

Capital Ponfolio M anagement, 
Member of NASDISIPC. cleared through 

Bear Stearns Sec. Inc. 

norval@goeasron.net 



at HUK~HAM 

A FRIENDS ELEMENTARY 
AND MIDDLE SCHOOL FOR 

BRIGHT CHILDREN WHO 
LEARN DIFFERENTLY 

318 Meeting House Road, Horsham, PA 19044 
215-674-2875 D www.quakerschool.org 

Support 

QUAKER HOUSE 
Fayetteville/Ft. Bragg, N.C. 

A front-line Friends Peace witness 

Gl Counselling, Draft/CO Information 
Peace Research, Education &. Action 

223 Hillside Ave., Fayetteville, NC 28301 
910-323-3912. www.quakerhouse.org 

QPR@QUAKERORG 

Chuck Fager, Director 
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rarenr 
Involvement 
by Bard Paul Michaels 

As the cofounder of a parent-cooperative, 
early childhood education, community-based 
program that grew co become a school, I offer 
some comments about my experiences and 
the philosophy of education that grew our of 
these experiences; and I will attempt co sum­
marize my thoughts about schools as places of 
empowerment for children, their parents, and 
their communities. 

I think it is really important, a primary 
commitment for Friends in our Spirit-led 
places oflearning, to consider the necessity of 
having a declaration of the rights of the chil­
dren in our care. I have used "The Declara­
tion of the Rights of the Child," as unani­
mously adopted by the General Assembly of 
the United Nations on November 20, 1959, 
as a starting point. 

I began my endeavors way back in the 
mid-1970s in San Francisco. Inspired by the 
collective intention to place the rights of chil­
dren as a guiding principle for the many eth­
nically and culturally diverse families who 
joined together to create Mission West Par­
ents Cooperative Preschool- a part of San 
Francisco Community College's Parent Edu­
cation Program with six community-based 
Parent Cooperative Preschools-I simply dis­
played a copy of the UN declaration front­
and-center on che wall across from che 
entryway to our school. This declaration was 
placed at eye level for children. It was a humble 
beginning. And yet, standing next co it and 
reading co myself on many mornings as I 
waited at the door co greet the children, their 
siblings, and parents, I began co notice that 
more and more parents and children would 
also stop co read the words in their comings 
and goings. 

I cannot, in all honesty, say that I had the 
intention to develop a set of guidelines about 
our educational mission, its purposes, goals, 
and objectives when I puc my "99 theses" on 
the wall that first morning. But I began to 
realize that something was stirring in the par­
ents when a bilingual mother, Anna Maria, 
commented, "I would love to see chis declara­
tion in Spanish and several of the other lan­
guages that are spoken in our school." I asked 

Bard Paul Michaels was a cofounder of Mission 
West Parents Cooperative Preschool in San Fran­
cisco Community College's Parent Education 
Program. he now works with the Healing Arts 
Institute in Portland, Oreg. 
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of the other Spanish-speaking parents co do 
this. She was a little stunned, saying, "Me?" I 
did not push her, except co say that I thought 
it was a really fine idea and I hoped it would 
come to pass. 

Several weeks went by, and then one Fri­
day afternoon Anna Maria walked in the door 
with three other parents and presented me 
with the declaration in Spanish. And framed, 
to boot! I was delighted. In the following 
couple of months, the declaration was trans­
laced into Viemamese and Chinese by two 
other groups of parents. 

Around the same time, San Francisco Com­
munity College's Parent Education Program 
had a new director, a remarkable woman 
named Rosemary Darden, who cook the vi­
sion of this program to heart. As one of her 
first innovations, she instituted a program­
wide policy requiring that a Parent Advisory 
Board be developed in each of its centers. 
Because of Rosemary Darden's commitment, 
I felt empowered co be proactive, dividing my 
work between developing a quality child de­
velopment program, and facilitating and nur­
turing the role of parents in the daily opera­
tion of the preschool. Anna Maria and the six 
or so ocher parents stepped forward and of­
fered themselves as an advisory board. 

The progress of cooperation between these 
parents from more than four different cul­
tures, many of whom were recent immigrants, 
was nor always smooth sailing, as they were 
coming together with one another for the first 
time in their lives to calk about what their 
children should be learning and how it should 
be taught. As a child development specialist 
with very strong convictions and beliefs in 
individualized curricula and play as learning 
practices, as well as a deep devotion co the 
guidance of that of God in each child, I was 
challenged to demonstrate how such an ap­
proach would benefit the children. Most of 
the first year was absorbed with the many 
conflicts, concerns, and collisions that are natu­
ral co such a diverse community. 

My point is simple: parents need a mean­
ingful, genuine role in the education of their 
children. They need a medium through which 
co see, firsthand, what it is that is guiding their 
teaching sraff. T hey need a sense of participa­
tion in their children's learning experiences. 
And I believe they need ample opportunities 
co participate as part of the teaching staff 
themselves- in the classroom, inclusive of their 
own children, and mixed with other parents 
from different backgrounds. 

In order to provide a structure where all of 
this could grow and develop, there were three 
elements in parent outreach that were crucial. 
The first was, of course, that they knew they 
were needed. T he second was that a good deal 
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Before we buy their shares, 
we want them to share 
our values. 

Pax World Balanced Fund Overall Morningstar Rating"' As Of 11/30/04 

***** Among 653 Moderate Allocation Funds 
Past performance is no guarantee of future results. The Overall Morningstar Rating for a fund 
is derived from a weighted average of the performance figures associated with its 3-, 5-, and 
1G-year (if applicable) Morningstar Rating metrics which are based on risk-adjusted returns.* 
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We refused to invest in a retail giant because they sold 
rugs made by children. 

We divested our position in a Silicon Valley company because 
of the increased volume of their Defense Department business. 

We intentionally invest in community development banks 
that work in low-income minority areas. 

What would you expect of us? We were founded during the 
Vietnam war by ministers who felt it was wrong to own a 
company that made napalm. From that day to this, our 
principal has fo llowed our principles. 

We now have four socially responsible funds. All have a low 
($250) minimum initial investment. 

You should consider a fond's investment objectives, risks, charges 
and expenses carefully before investing. For a .free prospectus that 
contains this and other important information please call or 
visit our web site. Read the prospectus carefully before investing. 

PAX W\~RLD 
MUTUA L F U N D S 

Principles + Performance. 
1·800·767-1729 www.paxworld.com 

1/ri~\ll;t'jl l 801 National Road West. Rirli'lmt\n 

1-800-EARLHAM 
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Scattergood Friends School, founded 
in 1890, is committed to fostering 
lifelong and self-directed learning, 
developing a sense of personal 
responsibility and cultivating global 
citizenship. 

• All recent graduates have gained 
college acceptance 

• Student-to-teacher ratio: 4 to I 
• Innovative block scheduling 
• Community service graduation 

requirement 
• Shared work program 
• Organic garden, farm 
• Comprehensive, exciting 

Arts Department 
• Daily Collection, weekly 

Meeting for Worship 

For information, call toll-free at 
1-888-737-4636, or e-mail 
admissions@scattergood.org 

1951 Delta Avenue 
West Branch, Iowa 52358 

vv vv vv. s c a t 

A Quaker Sponsored Retirement Community 
Residential Apartments • Personal Care • Skilled Nursing 

6300 Greene Street, Philadelphia, PA 19144-2596 

215-844-0 7 00 e . " www.stapeley.org 
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of time and planning was needed for the 
development of the curricula activities so that 
the parents could actually function as teach­
ing team members. The third, and most im­
portant, was that at the end of each school 
day, the parents who had participated that 
day sat down with me and the formal teaching 
assistant to talk about what had happened 
during the day for them. In this context, 
communication about every imaginable issue, 
sensitive topic, and, most of all, preconcep­
tion that each of us had, based on our own 
culture of origin and early schooling experi­
ence, was opened. T he format that evolved 
from this daily evaluation was acrually a simple 
one: ''What worked well? What didn't? Why 
do you think or feel it did or didn't work?" All 
principles of early childhood in an intercul­
tural setting were discussed. 

The challenge of involving parents as rep­
resentatives and as fully participating mem­
bers of their children's educational learning 
process is a vital endeavor, second only to 
developing an educational experience that is 
truly worthy of each child. 

This endeavor of extensive parent in­
volvement needs to be nurtured, wooed, and 
courted, beginning within the entire teaching 
staff. The leadership of the school community 
needs to have a genuine commitment to 
making this remarkable potential a reality, 
taking into account the many ways that 
participating parents can be perceived as 
threats to the school leadership, and to the 
teachers' domain. 

It's my experience and belief that the con­
fidence to undertake this kind of long-term, 
developmental approach to parents as allies 
and advocates comes from being open to find­
ing the ways and means to let the process 
reveal itself. And if there is a genuine openness 
and receptivity, I have the greatest of confi­
dence that the door will make itself known. 
Through the door, conflicts of interest and 
the everyday difficulties that occur when lov­
ing, caring adults are gathered to teach chil­
dren become opportunities for these adults to 

share in a mutual learning process. 
A school is a collective organism. It has a 

life of its own. It is interdependent upon all of 
its collective parts and organs. A school com­
munity that does not see its parents as an 
integral, dynamic part of its entire mission, 
goal, purpose, and function is an organism 
without one of its basic organs. To me, the 
organ that is missing without the parents as 
allies and advocates, is the heart. 0 
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• REFLE CTIONS 

On the Peace 
Testimony 
by Richard Hathaway 

This is the text of a speech by Richard 
Hathaway to an interfaith service in 
Poughkeepsie, New York, on November 1, 2004. 
I find in it a statement on the meaning of the 
Peace Testimony that is satisfjing in its brevity, 
clarity, and accuracy. Nonviolence and pacifism 
do not mean passivity and platitudes. This reflec­
tion is a good example of the value of speaking 
truth to power-in this case, the power of peace­
making by symbol. -ELizabeth Morrison, 
Poughkeepsie Meeting. 

Three weeks ago, when I was invited to 

stand up here and talk about the Quaker 
Peace Testimony, I thoughd would "make nice 
nice" and say something that everybody would 
agree with. I thought I would read you a nice 
poem, one that begins, "We are waiting for 
peace to break out; we are waiting for flowers 
to bloom." Bur peace is not everybody agree­
ing with each other. And so I have decided to 
say something challenging, something you 
may not agree with, and something that even 
my fellow Q uakers may not all agree with. 

There is a movement afoot around the 
world to spread a simple, attractive message: 
"May peace prevail on Earth." You can order 
note cards, a tote bag, a bumper sticker, aT­
shirt, a bunon, a hat, an apron, and a Bic pen, 
all emblazoned with this message. You can 
spend anywhere from $175 to $1,400 to have 
the message printed in eight languages on an 
eight-foot pole for planting in a park, a gar­
den, or your church's front lawn. Two hun­
dred thousand of these poles have already 
been planted. "May peace prevail on Earth." 
Sounds good. Very peaceful. Let's plant it! 

Bur ... I would like to tell you why I think 
that is the wrong message. I would classify it as 
a pious platitude, one that everyone, or almost 
everyone, would agree with. Indeed, it is sell­
ing very well. It is a prayer, a prayer of the kind 
that we can so easily say without doing any­
thing about it. We can give lip service to it, 
and leave the rest vaguely to God. George W. 
Bush, just before invading Iraq, could have 
unered that prayer, and he probably did. He 
doubtless thought he was advancing the cause 
of peace, sweeping away some of those bad 
people out there who were preventing peace. 

In 1917, Woodrow Wilson, praying that 
peace might prevail on Earth, took us into the 
greatest war humankind had yet seen, saying 
that it was a war to end all war. And you know 
what: the chief result of that war was the 
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emergence of Communism and Fascism. Then 
we had an even greater war to defeat Fascism, 
and two more wars, in Korea and Vietnam, to 
try to hold back the rising tide of Commu­
nism. War, as always, produced war after war. 
Let's look at the Christian Scriptures. It says, 
"Whatever a man sows, that he will also reap." 
If we sow violence, we will reap violence. 

People argue about what helped most to 
turn back the tide of Communism. I think 
the crucial factor was the heroism of Lech 
Walesa and the Solidarity movement in Po­
land that defied Communism, but did it with 
nonviolent resistance. In the Soviet Union the 
thing that tipped the balance was the heroism 
of Boris Y eltsin, who stood on top of a tank in 
Moscow and dared the Soviet army to push 
him off. These people did not utter pious 
platitudes. They took big personal risks, non­
violent risks, and they made peace prevail. 

The Quaker message is that peace begins 
with an individual, an individual in commun­
ion with the Holy Spirit, an individual living 
peace, and exemplifYing it at all costs. In 
1651, George Fox, the founder of the Quaker 
movement, was offered a commission in the 
Puritan army. He refused it. Then he went 
home and wrote in his journal, "I told them I 
lived in the virtue of that life and power that 
took away the occasion of all wars." Peace 
must be inward before it can become out­
ward. Then you have to do something about 
it. For instance, you have to feed the hungry. 
That's why American Friends Service Com­
mittee, a peace organization, spends a lot of its 
time and money feeding the hungry. Hungry 
people are ripe for war and revolution. And 
then look at those incredible words of St. 
Paul: "If thine enemy hunger, feed him." He 
was following the injunction of]esus to exem­
plifY love unconditionally, even if you die for 
it, as Jesus in fact did. 

Quakers in 1660 sent a message to King 
Charles II, saying, "We utterly deny all out­
ward wars and fightings with outward weap­
ons, for any end, or under any pretence what­
soever; this is our testimony to the whole 
world .. . . The spirit of C hrist, by which we 
are guided, is not changeable, so as once ro 
command us from a thing as evil and again ro 
move unto it." T hat is not a pious prayer. It 
has consequences. And it did. George Fox and 
hundreds if not thousands of Quakers spent 
years in cold, filthy prisons for daring to hold 
to their unconventional beliefs; for daring to 
worship without a paid, professional, autho­
rized ministry; for daring to witness against 
the cruelry and rigidiry of an absolutist soci­
ery. It was an example of nonviolent protest, 
standing up for Truth, just as early Christians 
had done in defying the Roman empire and 
all its bloodthirsty power. 

Luckily, the Quaker triumph came faster. 

It came in 1689, when Grear Britain adopted 
the Toleration Act. The most precious civil 
liberties we have, freedom of speech and free­
dom of religion, can be traced to that same, 
sublime moment in 1689 when peace pre­
vailed in England and its colonies. It prevailed 
not because of platitudes but because some 
people had suffered for Truth nonviolently 
and others had had enough-enough of reli­
gious wars and religious persecution. 

Jesus said: "You will know them by their 
fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs 
from thistles?" If you sow peace, you will reap 
peace. If you sow violence, you will reap vio­
lence. We need to learn this lesson. Ir is the 
lesson that we need to be guided by tomorrow 
as we go to the polls. It is the great lesson of 
what is happening in Iraq. It is the lesson of 
what will continue to happen if we don't learn 
to live, ro live in that life and power that takes 
away the occasion of all wars. 0 

Richard Hathaway is a member of Poughkeepsie 
{NY) Meeting. 

Wait on the 
Lord 
by Jim Whitmoyer 

A Friend remarked in meeting that he felt 
uncomfortable with the notion that, in the 
immortal words of]ohn Milton, "They also 
serve who only stand and wait." This Friend 
was obviously a man of action, and felt it was 
his dury to perform any work that would 
prove his commitment to God. He had kept 
his health strong, despite his age, with con­
tinuous physical activiry like working to main­
tain the meeting building and grounds. I ad­
mire people who have tireless energy for ful­
filling the needs of the communiry. Yet, to 
understand how our efforts may be put tO best 
use requires an awareness of the particular 
circumstances of a specific situation so that 
our actions are not misguided. Impartial ob­
servation, patient contemplation, discussion 
with knowledgeable people, sensitivity, and 
openness of mind are necessary to be receptive 
to the best course of action. T he attributes of 
awareness and skillful action are inextricably 
linked together. The apparent dualiry of these 
aspects is transcended by realizing the omni­
presence of God. Quakers have a long tradi­
tion of silent contemplation on the Divine 
Presence within all beings. When we take the 
time to listen to the leadings of our hearts, we 
can experience the undeniable truth of our 
innate wisdom, and use that revelation to 
inspire our compassionate actions. 
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John Milton's poem, "On His Blindness," 
from which that quote is taken, describes the 
dilemma Milton faced with his own blind­
ness, and his conclusion. His worry is that his 
physical impairment will inhibit his sexvice to 
God. H e refers to the "one Talent which is 
death to hide," from the parable of the talentS 
in Matthew 25:14-30. In this parable, the 
sexvanrs are given measures of wealth, called 
T alenrs, in varying amountS according to their 
abilities. The sexvants who were given more 
than one Talent invested their wealth and 
earned back twice rhe principal; bur the ser­
vantS who had only one Talent hoarded it by 
burying it in the ground. Upon the master's 
return, those who lent their wealth were re­
warded and praised, but those who dung ro it 
were stripped of their wealth and were cast 
out. The dictionary defines the word "talent" 
to mean natural ability or creative aptitude, in 
addition to being a measure of gold or silver. 
The parable can be interpreted to mean that, 
as sexvanrs of God, we are behooved to put 
our talentS to use for the sexvice of others, no 
matter how meager we consider our ability or 
aptitude. The performance of this selfless ser­
vice will cause our abilities to bear fruit and 
enrich the world more than if we hide our 
talents, or fail to practice them. We often hear 
people remark what a sin it is rhar someone 

who was very gifted gave up their craft. 
Mil ron first rationalizes that God wouldn't 

expect more from him than he was physically 
capable of performing. Bur, after reflection he 
realizes that "God doth nor need either man's 
work or his own gifts. Who best bear his mild 
yoke, theysexve him best." So, it is our ability ro 
surrender our ego which pleases God most. At 
this point in the poem the rhyming scheme 
changes from abba to abcabc. The shift in meter 
reflectS his shift in reasoning. Initially he is con­
cerned that he must labor to be of sexvice; then 
he resolves his dilemma by seeing the virtue of 
attending to God's message. T he attention re­
quired to hear God is indicated by Milton's 
choice of words in the last line: "They also sexve 
who only stand and wait." If we remain stand­
ing while waiting, ir means that we are con­
stantly ready and eager to hear any message. 
The meaning is totally different from sitting and 
waiting, which implies comfort and boredom. 

The Bible has numerous references to the 
advantages of waiting upon the Lord: 
• Isaiah 40:30-31 Even the youths shall faint 

and be weary, and the young men shall utter!J 
foiL- but they that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be 
weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 

• Psalms 3 7:34 Wait on the Lord, and keep his 

A comforting fireplace. Panoramic gardens. 
Elegant waterfront dining. 
A spectacular indoor heated pool. 
Theater trips to Center City. 

All of the benefits, none of the worry. 

You'll enjoy carefree living at Cadbury. 

We offer all the services and support you'll 

need to live life to its fullest. Cadbury 

has been a popular choice for seniors who 

way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the land· 
when the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it. 

• Psalms 130:5 I wait for the Lord, my soul ckJth 
wait, and in his word cW I hope. 

Before any procrastin ators rejoice, be fore­
warned that laziness will nor bring enlighten­
ment. Milton continued to write prolifically 
after becoming blind, producing Paradise Lost 
and Paradise Regained. Milton's blindness did 
not prevent him from creating beautiful po­
etry any more than Beethoven's deafness pre­
vented him from composing powerful sym­
phonies. They were forced to work harder to 
release their creative energies, but they didn't 
give up. Ir is hard work ro retrain the mind to 
perceive the Divine W ill instead of our ha­
bitual egocentric outlook, and requires persis­
tent effort. Restless activity, without useful 
purpose, is to be avoided as much as laziness. 
It is following the middle path, devoting our­
selves to selfless sexvice, while at the same time 
maintaining awareness about our true inten­
tions and the effectS of our actions, which 
has the most benefit. W isdom and compas­
sionate action go hand in hand, making our 
lives joyful and helping to relieve the suffering 
of others. 0 

jim Whitmoyer is a member of Newtown (Pa.) 
Meeting. 
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• BOOKS 

The memoir may well be remembered as the most prolific literary form of the late 20th and 
early 21st century. Quakers, with our long tradition ofpublishingjournals as a way to see the 
Light moving through our lives, have contributed to this outpouring in amazing numbers. If 
2001 and 2002 were the years in which many men eloquently wrote of their roles as 
conscientious objectors, 2003 and 2004 appear to have been the years in which women headed 
for their laptops. A sampling of their work appears below. 

-Ellen Michaud 

The Oriole's Song: An 
American Girlhood in 
Wartime China 
By Bj Elder. Eastbridge, Signature Books, 2003. 
239 pages. $29.95/hardcover; $15.95/softcover. 

Born in Changsha, Hunan Province, in 
1933, BJ Elder spent the first 16 years of her 
life in China with her parents. H er father 
worked for Yale-in-China, while her mother 
cared for the family and volunteered at the 
school-first in Changsha and later in 
Y uanling, where the school moved for added 
safety during the continual warfare of the 
period. This memoir commemorates those 
years, BJ's love of the country, and her need to 
come to terms with her sense of duality. 

"How can I reconcile the past and the 
present?" she writes. "How can I bring to­
gether the two worlds I have known so as to 
form a single vision?" 

The years BJ spent in China were con­
sumed with almost continual battles between 
warlords and Chiang Kai-Shek's Nationalists, 
between both groups and the invading Japa­
nese, and between the Nationalists and Mao 
Zedong' s Communists. B J early learned to 
take refuge in bomb shelters and to watch the 
skies for enemy aircraft. She was twice evacu­
ated to the United States. Despite these 
troubles, she had a serene and happy child­
hood, with a close relationship with both her 
parents and a deeply rooted love of her sur­
roundings-including the song of the oriole 
in a tree outside her first home. 

In prose that is at times lyrical, BJ describes 
her schooling and friendships in Changsha 
and Yuanling, the food, social customs, and 
always the physical environment. Her descrip­
tions of G uling, the summer colony where 
they took refuge from the heat of Changsha, 
and later of a small house in the valley of Shi 
Q iao, where they summered while in Yuanling, 
are particularly vivid. And though she does 
not write of joining the Religious Society of 
Friends as an adult, her early experiences, the 
contemplation of nature, as well as the natural 
piety she shared with her parents appear to be 
forerunners of her later religious experience. 

Most ofBJ's schooling was by her mother 
using the Calvert system. For high school she 
attended the Shanghai American School, where 
she found others with backgrounds like her 

own. It was a happy time, unfortunately ter­
minated by the outbreak of the Korean war 
and the necessity to return to the United 
States. Her father, left behind for almost two 
years, was humiliated before an audience of 
2,000, forced to listen to anti-American slo­
gans, and accused of being a counterrevolu­
tionary spy. A radio was planted in his luggage 
as he lefr the country, and he might have been 
detained at the border if the border official 
had not been an old student of his. 

An important thread in the story is BJ's 
coming to terms with the conflict between her 
love of China and the periodic rejection she 
and her parents experienced by its people. 
Returning in 1974, while the Cultural Revo­
lution was still raging, she saw old friends of 
the family but was unable to connect with 
them in any meaningful way because they 
were afraid to talk. Eight years later, on a 
second trip back, she reestablished relation­
ships and was able thereafter to make frequent 
visits to the people and places she loved, along 
with her husband Dave Elder, who represents 
American Friends Service Committee in China 
and other Far Eastern lands. 

This beautiful and inspiring book deserves 
to be widely read and savored by Friends and 
non-Friends alike. 

-Margaret Hope Bacon 

Margaret Hope Bacon, who served with Ameri­
can Friends Service Committee, has written nu­
merous Quaker biographies. She is a member of 
Central Philadelphia (Pa.) Meeting. 

Call of the Bell Bird: A 
Quaker Travels the World 
By jennifer Kavanagh. Quaker Books, 
London, 2004. 182 pages. $20/softcover. 

In 200 I, British Quaker Jennifer Kavanagh 
and a companion undertook a yearlong jour­
ney around the world. Before embarking, she 
wrote in her journal her purpose for the trip: 

To gain a new perspective, from seeing 
how life is in developin g countries, away 
from the spoilt affiuence of this insular 
part of the world; to learn to be less 
busy, to respond to the Spirit, to be 
more spontaneous; to be useful, humble, 
learning and contributing, to try to live 
in the present and respond to the needs 
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that present themselves. Ic will change 
us-who knows how? 

With this promising opening, I was eager to 
read more about the journey that led the au­
thor through South and North America, Thai­
land, India, Mongolia, Russia, and a number 
of other stop-offs that included stays with friends 
from around the world, volunteer work with 
developing communities, and sojourns in 
ashrams and monasteries. I anticipated much 
in the way of shared discovery and insight. 

Mostly, I was disappointed. The book fails 
to deliver on the promise of that early para­
graph. I do not even know what kind of a 
book to call it. It is more descriptive than a 
mere log, but lacks the intimacy of a memoir. 
It is filled with the author's opinions, but very 
little of the author herself, who somehow 
remains at arm's length, frequently mention­
ing but rarely revealing much about her inte­
rior life. I wanted to take the author's word for 
it that this journey was a profoundly mean­
ingful and spiritual occasion for her, but she 
didn't give me much to work with. Perhaps 
the experience overwhelmed her abiliry to 
capture it in words, or perhaps the writing was 
attempted too soon and too quickly. 

In Silence and Witness, Michael Birkel says 
of historic Friends journals: "Some Quaker 
journals read like travelogues with a sprin­
kling of platitudes and Quaker jargon. But 
the best of Quaker journals are fresh in insight 
and arresting in their degree of self-honesty." 
Sadly, this book follows the former tradition. 
The platitudes and Quaker jargon are all the 
best ones, but they rarely rise above superficial 
predictability. 

-ChelA very 

Chel Avery is a member of Goshen (Pa.) Meet­
ing and a former book review editor for FRIENDS 
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Grace Notes: The Waking of 
a Woman's Voice 
By Heidi Hart. University of Utah Press, 
2004.341 pages. $21.95/hardcover. 

This book shimmers with the undaunted 
willingness to say, "Here am I, Lord." That 
theme is spoken and re-spoken despite the 
many barriers within singer and voice coach 
Heidi Hart's human environment- barriers 
that would have stayed the search of a lesser 
soul. Nor, when she felt that she was totally 
alone, did she pour wax into her ears so that 
when the "scill, small voice of God" whispered 
to her in unexpected rimes and circumstances, 
she was able to hear its faintest breath. 
At mundane moments, as Hart recounts the 
various way stations along a spiritual journey 
from Mormon to Friend, her readers' eyes be-

come suddenly moist with tears of recognition 
and empathy. This is an authentic account of 
an almost crushed spirit that continues, with the 
support of those around her, to seek her truth. 
It's a journey that most take--some with not 
so much angst, but few are as willing to share 
with others and bare the inner soul. Ic also has 
a particular message for outwardly reaching 
Quakers. Had Heidi Hart not accidentally 
discovered a lateral Quaker ancestor and her 
diary, the young woman would never have 
visited Salt Lake Monthly Meeting and found 
her spiritual home. 

-Sally Rickerman 

Sally Rickerman is a member of Mill Creek 
(DeL) Meeting. 

Driving By Moonlight: A 
Journey Through Love, War, 
and Infertility 
By Kristin Henderson. Seal Press, 2003. 312 
pages. $14.95/so.ftcover. 

When four-year-old Kristin Henderson's 
father stomped out of meeting and swore 
never to return, she never dreamed that when 
she herself fmally returned it would be as a 
grown woman with a Lutheran pastor as her 
husband--or that that said pastor would even­
tually become a Marine Corps chaplain serv­
ing in the GulfWar. 

Kristin writes in a contemporary voice that 
perfectly captures the sense of apparent whim­
sicality that characterizes many of our spiri­
tual journeys: "Way opens, way closes, and 
then way opens again." The thoughtful Wash­
ington Post writer recounts how she traveled 
from pastor's wife to antiwar demonstrator 
and rediscovered her inner Quaker. Of course, 
she hints, it was all her husband Frank's fault. 
Stretching out on the couch one Sunday af­
ternoon as she critiqued the U.S. position on 
Iraq, he challenged her: "Instead of yelling at 
me about it," he yawned, "why don't you do 
something about it?" 

And Kristin did: 

So I got in the Cougar and drove up to 
Washington for a big protest march .. . . 
I joined the crowds of people who gath­
ered on the mall below the Capitol. I 
hooked up with a group of Lutherans 
from Milwaukee who needed help 
carrying their banner, and let myself 
be carried along with them past the 
White House shouting antiwar chants, 
surrounded by thousands of others 
just as sure as I was of the righmess of 
our cause .... 

Rounding a corner beyond the 
White House, I saw a woman in an old 
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coat and sensible shoes standing quietly 
on the sidewalk, holding a poster above 
her head with both hands: Q uakers 
Believe All W ar Is W rong. And I 
thought, Yes! Yes, that's me! That's me! 
I, too, believe there's a spark of God 
inside every human being, shedding its 
perfect light on our consciences, showing 
us the road we should follow to arrive 
one day at heaven on Earth, a world 
without war, withour inequality, greed, 
or poverty. This buoyant hope for the 
future, this faith for optimists, that's me! 

Soon after, I visited my Quaker 
grandmother in Iowa. Sitting beside 
her in the familiar stillness of the Quaker 
meeting where my father grew up, I 
realized this was my church. 

All Friends understand the sense of right­
ness, the sense of homecoming Kristin felt. As 
did her husband Frank. But soon Kristin's 
evolving spirituality began to challenge the 
very roots ofhis faith. W as Jesus simply a good 
guy whose behavior we should emulate, or was 
he God made flesh ? "'If you don't believe in 
Jesus as Savior, then you' re rejecting me and 
all I stand and work for .. . ; you're saying I'm 
wasting my time,' said Frank. 'Oh I am not,' 
[Kristen] snapped, suddenly exasperated. ' I 
don't think you're wasting your time any 
more than I think a Buddhist monk is wasting 
his time. What you're both pursuing is very 
worthwhile. You're just pursuing it in differ­
ent ways. As am I."' 

Throughout the book, Kristen and Frank's 
differing beliefs are thrown back and forth 
across the rough-and-rumble of daily life by 
two deeply honest, deeply loving, and deeply 
spiritual people. The questions and challenges 
they hurl at one another are no different than 
those we hear in our meetings every time the 
First-day school committee meets to plan the 
year's curriculum. But expressed and some­
times thrown as they are between two such 
fiercely honest people, the point and counter­
point of Kristen and Frank's exchanges serve as 
a threshing session on which all of us are privi­
leged to eavesdrop, hear our own pain-filled 
voices, and perhaps gain a new perspective. 

Unfortunately, Kristen and Frank's theo­
sophical dialogue is interrupted when Iraq 
invades Kuwait and Frank's 26th Marine Ex­
peditionary Unit is called in. Frank ships out 
to the Gulf and Kristin- lacerated by her 
fears for Frank, the inability to conceive the 
child she craves with all her soul, and the 
tension she feels between her Q uaker pacifism 
and a bombed-out Pentagon on 9/11-piles 
into a third-hand Corvette with her German 
Shepard, Rosie, and takes off across the conti­
nent to son things out, see life clearly, and 
find that still, small center that should be 
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Kendal-Crosslands residents nurture an 
array of life-affirming opportunities: 

•140 resident-directed interest groups 
• lifelong learning at the University of 
Delaware and West Chester University 

• two 11,000-volume, resident-run libraries 
• 300 acres with trails, woods, ponds 
• on-site concerts and lectures 
•local community volunteer opportunities 

Named as one of the nation's top 25 
continuing care retirement communities, 
Kendal-Crosslands is not-for-profit and 
Quaker-related. Full services, lifetime 
restraint-free health care. 

J<ENDAL~CROSSLANDS 
Communities 

610-388-7001 • 1-800-216-1920 
P.O. Box 100 • Kennett Square. PA 19348 

www.kcc.kendal.org 

Moorestown Friends School is a community dedicated to tlte pursuit 
of educational excellence for a diverse student body, 
within an academically rigorous and balanced program 
emphasizing personal, ethical and spiritual growth. 
110 East Main Street Moorestown New Jersey 08057. 
Call (856)235-2900 or visit our website at www.mfriends.org. 
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"Simply Beautiful." 
That will be your first thought when you 

see Broadmead. From the lovely pond 
and springhouse to the expansive trees 
and gardens, the beauty of the natural 
surroundings can only be surpassed by 
the warmth and vitality of the people 

who reside here. Located in the rolling 
hills of Hunt Valley, Broadmead is one of 

the most experienced Continuing Care Retirement 
Communities in Maryland. Our residents enjoy 
garden apartments, all inclusive healthcare, 
wellness programs, sumptuous meals, interesting 
friends, and close proximity to the many cultural 
attractions of Baltimore. Q_ 
Retirement living is at its 
best at Broadmead. ~ 

Broadmead is an inclusive accredited, not-for-profit Continuing Care 
Retirement Community founded and operated in the caring Quaker tradition. 

(i) Broadmead 
13801 YORK RoAD • CoCKEYSVILLE, MD 21030 
410-527-1900 • www.broadmead.org 
TrYNoice- Maryland Relay Service: 1-800-735-2258 

Come to dl .
11 Pen e Ht 

April17-22 
Friends' Faith and 
Practice Around the Wortd 
with Thomas Taylor and Patricia Thomas 

Aprll22-24 
From Peace Testimony to 
Conscientious Objection: 
Pre-School to High School 
with Curt Tore// and Marsha Holliday 

April 24-29 
Making nme, Taking nme 
with Baibarajene Williams 

April 29-May 6 
A Mindfulness Meditation Retreat 

with Maty Orr (weekend and 
seven-day options) 

PENDLE HILL 
A QUAKER aNTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 

338 Plush Mill Road · Wallingford, PA 19086 
www.pendlehill.org 

Contact Steve Jackson 
to find out more: 
800.742.3150 (U.S. only) ext 142 
610.566.4507 ext. 142 
registrar@pendlehill.org 

somewhere near her solar plexus. 
Although Driving By Moonlight is essentially 

Kristen's personal odyssey through an intensely 
feeling period of her life, it is also the story of a 
marriage berween rwo passionate people who 
have the courage to remain uansparent to one 
another, and who, under the twin blasts of 
war and infertiliry, have the wisdom to hold 
tight to one another and the center that gives 
them the suength to live their beliefs. 

Wrinen by a master of detail who un­
derstands the timing and poetry of words 
in her very bones, Driving By Moonlight cap­
tures modern Quaker life in all its question­
ing faithfulness. 

-Ellen Michaud 

Ellen Michaud is FRIENDS jouRNAL's book re­
view editor and a member of South Starksboro 
{Vt.) Meeting. 

In Brief 

Group Spiritual Nurture: The 
Wisdom of Spiritual listening 
By Daphne Clement. Pendle Hill Pamphlet 
#373, 2004. 32 pages. $4/softcover. 

In presenting the practice of Group Spiri­
tual Nurture to us through this pamphlet, 
Daphne C lement gives us an opporruniry to 
deepen our spiritual lives together. 

Group Spiritual Nurture, as described here, 
combines aspects of Spiritual Direction (from 
the Christian monastic tradition), worship 
sharing, dearness processes, and meeting for 
worship, with some structures and elements 
common in therapeutic support groups. 
Daphne Clement gives us a detailed descrip­
tion of how a group of individuals wishing to 
explore spiritual nurture may meet together 
on a regular basis and in so doing support not 
only their own and one another's spiritual 
lives, but also deepen the spiritual life of their 
church or meeting communiry. 

Along with practical suggestions for form­
ing Spiritual Nurture groups, the pamphlet 
includes interviews with participants in such 
groups, and a tacit invitation to explore fur­
ther in our home communities, to commit 
ourselves to listening to one another as we 
listen also to the silence and mystery at the 
heart of our lives. 

"Being together with this kind of spiritual 
connection is an experience most of us long for, 
yet at the same time fear," she writes. "It may 
take sincere effort and practice to slow things 
down to a pace in which, in the present mo­
ment, we can feel fully our affective responses 
with each other and with the multi-dimen­
sional world around us. " 

-Kirsten Backstrom 

Kirsten Backstrom is a writer and member of 
Multnomah Meeting in Portland, Oreg. 

March 2005 FRIENDS JouRNAL 



• NEWS 

American Friends Service Committee is pro­
viding an initial grant from its Crisis Fund 
for immediate relief in Indonesia after the 
tsunami in December 2004 and resulting 
widespread deaths and devastation. The funds 
are to be shared between Mennonite Central 
Committee, which has staff on the ground, 
and the Society for Health Education and 
Environment for Peace (SHEEP), a local In­
donesian organization. The grant to SHEEP 
will support sending a team of 40 medical 
doctors to the Aceh region to join or relieve 
some of the 75 doctors already there. AFSC 
has had a presence and contacts in Indonesia 
for more than 35 years through its 
peacebuilding efforts and international con­
ferences and seminars. For more information, 
visit <WWW.afsc.org>. 

American Friends Service Committee joined 
in the filing of a nationwide series of Free­
dom of Information Act requests in Decem­
ber 2004. Citing evidence indicating that the 
FBI has targeted particular groups and indi­
viduals for surveillance--not because they have 
any connections to terrorism but solely be­
cause they have policy differences with gov­
ernment agencies-AFSC joined the Ameri­
can C ivil Liberties Union and a host of reli­
gious, environmental, and civil rights organi­
zations hoping to shed light on the scope of 
these activities. At a series of press conferences 
across the country, ACLU officials accused 
the FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force of collect­
ing e-mails and license plate numbers from 
peaceful activists. "There is mounting evi­
dence that groups and individuals who exer­
cise their First Amendment rights are being 
unfairly targeted and scrutinized," according 
to Mary Ellen McNish, general secretary of 
AFSC. National organizations participating 
in the effort include the American Arab Anti­
discrimination Committee, Greenpeace, the 
American Indian Movement, and Catholic 
Peace Ministries. "Trampling upon the Bill of 
Rights is not the answer to stopping terror­
ism. As Americans, we need to honor and 
uphold our Constitution by not eroding the 
very principles upon which our country was 
founded," she said. -AFSC 

The International Crisis Group, an indepen­
dent, nonprofit, multinational organization 
working through field-based analysis and 
high-level advocacy to prevent and resolve 
deadly conflict, has released a probing policy 
update on the next steps needed in Iraq. 
Addressed primarily to U.S. decision-makers 
in Washington, the recommendations call 
upon the U.S. government to acknowledge 
the extent to which the ground beneath its 
feet has shifted since the onset of the occupa­
tion, and to develop a comprehensive strategy 
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S idwell Friends School, a co-educational 
Quaker day school, seeks applications for an 
Upper School Academic Dean (12 month 
position). Commitment to the School's mis­
sion statement, strong interpersonal skills, and 
the ability to work with diverse constituencies 
in a fast-paced environment is essential for this 
position. The Academic Dean is a senior ad­
ministrator reporting directly to the Principal 
of the Upper School. Responsibilities include 
oversight and evaluation for the 9-12th grade 
curriculum, faculty and student scheduling, co­
ordinating new faculty orientation programs, 
meeting with parents and students to discuss 
and evaluate academic performance, and teach­
ing in an appropriate area of expertise. Candi­
dates should possess an advanced degree, have 
a minimum of five years teaching and/or ad­
ministrative experience in a college prepara­
tory environment, and have extensive knowl­
edge of curriculum development. Position be­
gins July 1, 2005. 



i fARM & WILDERNESS i 
Summer Camps that Specialize in Kids 

Five Quaker-based overnight camps and the Barn Day camp for girls and/or boys ages 3-17 

"Splendid, wonderful, excellent, miraculously human and rich!" -Parent 

Farm & Wilderness. Unplugged and Unforgettable. A summ er of rugged excitement. 
Fun. Cooperation. Skill-building. Individualized attention. Self-awareness and self­
expression. Nurturing and supportive. Adventure and Community. 

"Sometimes I feel as if we 
have our own life-time 
learning establishment:' 

-A Foxdale Resident 

Opportunities for growth abound at Foxdale Village, 
a community where each resident is encouraged to live 
fully and compassionately, with respect and care for 
each other. Three levels of care contribute to a graceful 
life at Foxdale: residential living in ground-floor garden 
apartments, assisted living, and skilled nursing. 

• Front-door public transportation to theatres, 
museums, sporting events, and shopping 

opportunities at nearby · Foxdale • Cultural and educationalQ 

Penn State's campus 
• Reasonable fees include " Vi II age 

lifetime medical care 
and pharmacy 

A Quaker-Directed Continuing 
Care Retirement Community 

It is the policy of Foxdale Village to be fully inclusive ..... ,~ 
and not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, ' 
national origin familial status, ancestry, gender, "'"'"-"' " 
sexual orientation, religion, handicap, or disability. '"'• .. ~ 

(5) -­Of',O~HJIIITT 

SOO Em;t :\I aryl) n AH~nue • State <:olle~e. P:\ 1680 I • ww\\.foxdale' illa~e.org 
1-'or more information call (81 ... ) 2;)8-3322 or (800) 2S3-... 9Sl 
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and timetable adapted to this reality. Crisis 
Group has concluded, on the basis of ex­
tended fieldwork in Iraq and wide-ranging 
interviews in Washington, that despite ongo­
ing corrective efforts, the transition process no 
longer can succeed as currently fashioned. 
The United States must satisfy the expecta­
tions of a population now largely hostile to 
the U nited States, and encourage the emanci­
pation and independence oflraqi institutions 
whose credibility will depend on their dis­
tancing themselves from it. A gradual U.S. 
political and military disengagement from Iraq 
and a clear Iraqi political disengagement from 
the United States is now required. The full 

report, and recommendations to the U.S. gov­
ernment and the newly elected transitional 
National Assembly and forthcoming transi­
tional Iraqi government, can be viewed at 
<WWW.icg.org>. -ICG 

Israeli Draft Resister Noam Bahat is touring 
the United States. He is one of five 
refuseniks- Israeli soldiers that refuse to par­
ticipate in defending the occupation of Pales­
tine. Noam Bahat spoke at Swarthmore Col­
lege on O ctober 27 with planned engage­
ments at T emple U niversiry and University of 
Pennsylvania. Sponsored by AFSC and Re­
fuser Solidarity Network, his speaking en­
gagements include cities in Wisconsin, Michi­
gan, Minnesota, Indiana, Boston, and Wash­
ington. For more information contact AFSC' s 
Youth and Militarism Program at (215) 241-
7046. -AFSC Communicatiom Dept. 

On March 16, 2004, a tree was planted in 
Rachel Corrie's honor at the My Lai Peace 
Park in Vietnam. Rachel Corrie, a 23-year­
old student from Olympia, Washington, trav­
eled to Palestine with the International Soli­
darity Movement in January 2003. T heir in­
tention was to nonviolently try to prevent the 
destruction of Palestinian homes by Israeli 
bulldozers. O n March 19, she was crushed by 
a 0 9 Caterpillar bulldozer while trying to 
prevent the destruction of a Palestinian family's 
home. - Winds ofPeace, newsletter from Madi­
son Quaker Projects in Vietnam, October 2004 

Honolulu {Hawaii) Meeting is undertaking 
two projects recommended by its Peace and 
Social Concerns Committee in response to 
concerns about militarization. Both projects 
were approved by Honolulu Friends in Sep­
tember 2004. One project establishes a regis­
try of self-proclaimed conscientious objectors. 
Modeled on such a program already begun by 
Indiana Yearly Meeting, the registry would 
not be limited to Quakers, males, or a specific 
age group. Honolulu Friends agreed that this 
would be useful if the draft were reinstated. 
The second project calls for the establishment 
of a counter-recruitment center similar to 
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Quaker House near Fort Bragg in Fayetteville, 
NC. The center would offer counseling on 
conscientious objection and other concerns to 
potencial recruits, and to men and women 
already in the military. Honolulu Meeting is 
seeking to secure a coordinator to train volun­
teer counselors and to seek grants and other 
sources of funding for the center. -Honolulu 
(Hawaii) Meeting newsletter 

Friends General Conference has united in a 
minute on sexual orientation and gender 
identity. Over 150 Friends from more than 
16 yearly meetings and regional groups were 
present in New Windsor, Md., for the annual 
session of FGC's Central Committee when 
the minute, brought forth from its Executive 
Committee, was approved in October 2004. 
The wording is as follows: "Our experience 
has been that spiritual gifts are not distributed 
with regard to sexual orientation or gender 
identity. Our experience has been that our 
Gatherings and Central Committee work have 
been immeasurably enriched over the years by 
the full participation and Spirit-guided lead­
ership of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, 
and queer Friends. We will never go back to 
silencing those voices or suppressing those 
gifts. Our experience confirms that we are all 
equal before God, as God made us, and we 
feel blessed to be engaged in the work ofFGC 
together." In a letter to clerks of affiliated 
yearly meetings and to those yearly meetings 
that appoint observers to FGC, Marian 
Beane, presiding clerk, wrote, in part: "As we 
heard this minute, we sensed God at work 
in our midst. . . . Out of deep worship, 
Friends spoke movingly of how they were 
tendered, liberated, and uplifted by this 
message of affirmation .... Friends General 
Conference is not a denominational body. 
The Central Committee of FGC may 
speak to bur not for its affiliated meetings. In 
this minute we have tried to describe our 
own experience ofhow God is working among 
us, as a corporate body gathered in worship. 
The precise wording of our minute grows out 
of our long association with the worship com­
munity known as Friends for Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Concerns, 
a name carefully and prayerfully chosen by 
that community." 

According to William DiMascio, executive 
director of the Pennsylvania Prison Society, 
incarceration is a failed strategy in the war on 
drugs. In an article in Correctional Forum, the 
society's quarterly newsletter, he writes, "The 
war on drugs has had little impact in reducing 
the use of addictive substances." Meanwhile, 
"Between 1982 and 1999, the Bureau of] us­
rice Statistics reports that the federal, state, 
and local expense on corrections went from 

FRIENDS j oURNAL March 2005 

This year marks the soth Anniversary FRIENDS jOURNAL. 

Readers write to say FRIENDs jOURNAL getting better all the 
time. Whether it's thoughtful letters, ~l1tetr:atl11· tg articles, special 
thematic issues, or news about Friends the world, many 
agree that FRIENDS joURNAL is the source for current 
Quaker discourse. 

Join the dialogue. Subscribe today. 
tr:adition still in the making. 

be part of a vibrant 

Get a full year of FRIENDS jOURNAL delivered to your door 
for just $35. That's about $2.92 per a 42% savings off the 
$5.00 cover price. 

0 Yes! Send me one year of FRIENDS JOURNAL for $35 
(12 issues). Outside of North America, please add $8. 

0 I want to save even more; start my two-year subscription now 
for $65 (24 issues). 
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City/State/Zip 
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Ranked among Philadelphia's 
"Top Hospitals" 

in Mental Health 

• Child and Adolescent 
Programs 

• Adult Services 

• Older Adult Program 

• Eating Disorders Program 

190 
Ways we care 

• Long,term residential care for chronic mental illness 

• Women's Program 

• 24,hour evaluation , assessment and referral service 

• 190 year commitment to our Quaker mission 

Call 215 .. 831 .. 6300 or 800 .. 889 .. 0548 
www.FriendsHospitaiOnline.org 

"An Adventure for the Summer 
Memories for a Ufetime" 

• • • 

Unique multicultural communities where every child feels important 

CAMP REGIS 
Co-ed 6-12 

APPLEJACK TEEN CAMP 

Co-ed 13-16 

Family owned and operated, specializing in first time campers. Friendly Quaker 
leadership since 1946. Mature, nurturing staff, close supervision, ratio 1 to 3. 
Rustic cabins with fueplaces overlooking a majestic Adirondack lake. 
Warm, supportive, relaxed environment where the fun never stops. Over 50 
activities to choose from including sailing, water skiing (superb 3/4 mile 
private waterfront), all land spores, tennis (7 new courts), music, dance, drama 
(large theater), art, gymnastics, wilderness canoe and mountain trips, nature/ 
ecology (farm with animals), mountain biking, and much more! 
Teen Adventure Programs include tours to Canada, Cape Cod, and Maine. 
4- and 8-week sessions available with introductory 2-week program for 

younger, first-time campers. ACA accredited. For video and brochure: 

Michael F. Humes 
60 Lafayette Road W est 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
(609) 688-0368 

• www.campregis-applejack.com 

$9 billion to $49 billion, an increase of some 
440 percent. And these expenses fail to con­
sider the indirect costs from expanded welfare 
systems to care for families, lost rax revenues, 
and other items." He cited the American Bar 
Association reporr of the Justice Kennedy 
Commission, which concluded, "It is not even 
clear that the increased use of incarceration 
has enhanced public safety, although law­
makers for 20 years have acted in reliance on 
the claimed crime-preventive effect of harsh 
and certain punishments." He added that 
"pollsters are beginning to see signs of a shift 
in public sentiment." He said that in a survey 
by Hart Research Associates, in 2002, "two 
out of three respondents favored strategies 
that addressed the roots of crime rather than 
the strict sentencing, tough on crime ap­
proach." -Correctional Forum 

John Templeton Foundation announces in­
crease in prize money for spiritually uplifting 
movies and 1V. The two Epiphany Prizes for 
the most inspiring movie and television pro­
gram of2004 will be increased from $25,000 
to $50,000 each. "We hope this increase in 
prize money . .. will inspire even more people 
in Hollywood to make spiritually uplifting 
movies and television programs," said Jack 
Templeton, president of the foundation. T he 
T empleton Foundation's Epiphany Prizes are 
intended to encourage spiritual wisdom, 
knowledge, and growth. Awarded annually, 
the winners were scheduled to be announced 
on February 24. "The media affects every­
one," he added. "Over the years, the Epiphany 
Prize winners and nominees have strength­
ened the religious faith of many people." Past 
winners include: DeadMan Walking, Amistad, 
7th Heaven, Walker Texas Ranger, DOC,JAG, 
Touched by An Ange~ The Prince of Egypt, and 
The Gospel of john. -Good News Communi­
cations, Inc. 

Friends Historical Society has planted a 
Franklinia Alatamaha at Jordans (England) 
Friends Meetinghouse. The treelike shrub 
was named after Benjamin Franklin, who was 
a friend of the 18th-century Pennsylvania 
Quaker plant hunters and botanists John and 
William Bartram. Today all examples of the 
plant, which produce fragrant, 3" white ca­
mellia-like flowers in October, come from 
seeds the Bartrarns took back to their botani­
cal garden near Philadelphia. T he plant is not 
far from where William Penn is buried in the 
Jordans cemetery. David Sox, of the historical 
society, said, "Franklin has joined Penn at 
Jordans." -The Friend 
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Each month we accept the challenge to bring our 
readers the best in Quaker thought and life today. 
Return this postage-paid card now and learn what 
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• BULLETIN BOARD 
Correction 
•May 21-The rescheduled date for the lec­
ture and full-day program with Elaine Pagels 
at Arch Street Meetinghouse in Philadelphia. 
For ticker applications and questions, contact 
Sally Rickerman at (610) 274-8856 or 
<sshhrr@earthlink. net>. 

Upcoming Events 
•April 14-17-Annual meeting of Friends 
World Commirree for Consultation, Section 
of the Americas, in Tempe, Arizona. It is open 
to all interested Friends; preregistration is re­
quired. English/Spanish interpretation is pro­
vided for all sessions and events. Register online 
at <www.fwccarnericas.org> or by contacting 
the FWCC office at 1506 Race St., Philadel­
phia, PA 191 02, (215) 241-7250, e-mail: 
<americas@fwccarnericas.org>. 

•April 16-18-FCNL Young Adult Spring 
Lobby Weekend. To register, e-mail <jennifer 
@fcnl.org>. 

•April 2 1-24-"Fostering Viral Lifelong 
Learning: Developing Quaker Readers of All 
Ages," Quakers Uniting in Publications an­
nual meeting at Twin Rocks Camp, Oregon. 
For details, visit <www.quaker.orglquip/>. 

Opportunities/Resources 
•Quakers Uniting in Publications is still gath­
ering essays by young Quakers for irs collec­
tion, Young People 's Experience of Quakerism. 
T he new deadline for submissions is April 1. 
For more information visit <WWW.quaker.orgl 
quip/>. 

• Friends U nited Meeting is sponsoring a two­
week work trip to Ramallah Friends schools 
in late June/early July 2005. Estimated cost is 
$2,000, including roundtrip airfare from New 
York City, ground transportation, fees, meals, 
and lodging. Contact Max Caner at (336) 
316-2445 or <mcarter@guilford.edu>. 

• For the past 60 years, the Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting Friends W orkcamp Program has been 
engaging participants by providing spiritually 
based experiences in low-income communi­
ties to increase awareness of economic, racial, 
and cultural differences and inequalities, as 
well as the discovery of similarities. A 
workcamp is a unique educational experience 
that combines hands-on service work, com­
munity building, reflection, and history. There 
are ten weekend workcamps each year and 
a month-long workcamp in China. Partici­
pants must be at least 15 years old for 
weekend workcamps and at least 16 for 
China workcamps. For more information e­
mail Arin Hanson at <arinh@pym.org>, call 
(215) 241-7236, or visit <http://www.pym 
.org/workcamp/>. 
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An Exceptional Retirement Lifestyle. 

Pennswood Village, a Quaker-directed 
retirement community with a rock solid 
reputation for quality, has an opportunity 
for you to enjoy our exceptionnallifestyle. 
Our apartments are sun-filled and spacious, 
and offer modern amenit ies plus the added 
value of our all-inclusive life care contract. 
A splendid new aquatics and fitness center 
enchances our already lively campus, providing 
even more opportunities for your physical, 
intellectual, social and spiritual growth. 

Our Quaker values show us our lives together 
are enriched through diversity - we welcome women 
and men of all races, colors, religions, national origins 
and sexual orientation. 

Call215-504-II22 or toll free 1-888-454-n22 

1382 Newtown-Langhorne Rd., Newtown, PA 18940-2401 
www. pennswood.org 

BENJAMIN 

The critical balance between 
academic rigor and joy in learning 

ABINGTON FRIENDS SCHOOL 

A coeducational ~uaker school 
from preschool through grade r2 

575 Washington Lane, Jenkintown, PA 19046 
215-886-4350 

www.abingtonfriends.net 

The Meetinghouse Mouse 
by Benjamin, as told to Clifford Pfeil, 

with illustrations by John D. Gummere 

If you remember the Benjamin stories in 
past issues, you will be happy to share 

them-now in book form­
with your children, grandchildren, 

and Friends! 

Available for $6 plus $2 shipping and 
handling ($3.50 for shipping and 
handling outside US., Canada, 

and Mexico} from the 
F ruENDS JouRNAL office. 
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The Meeting School 
56 Thomas Road, Rindge, NH 03461 

Organic Farm 
~ rare breeds, active student involvement 

/ Caring Quaker Community 
putting faith into practice in our daily lives 

Progressive Secondary Education 
----- day/boarding, small classes, hands-on learning 

email:office@meetingschool.org (603) 899-3366 www.meetingschool.org 

China 
continued ftom page 23 

have never experienced before. From tol­
erating my relentless questions, to teach­
ing me to cook strange vegetables I'd never 
even heard of, to buying me train tickets 
so that I didn't have to deal with Chinese 
people in lines, my friends helped me with 
every detail of my life. I was often over­
whelmed because I didn' t know how to 
give back. Nothing I have learned about 
friendship in the United States prepared 
me for the intensity of friendship in China. 

A very basic example of the difference 
between my friendships with people in 
the United States and with Chinese is as 
follows: When I left the United States, my 
U.S. friends stopped communicating with 
me. None of them called, wrote, e-mailed, 
or responded in any way to the letters that 
I sent them. They were all happy to wel­
come me when I came back to the coun­
try, but when I was out of it, it was as ifl 
didn't exist. No one made the time for 
someone so far away even though they 
knew I would be back in a few months. 
Now that I have left C hina, all of my 
Chinese friends and some of my students 
are communicating with me even though 
they know that there is little chance that 
we will see each other again. Most of them 
even take the time and effort to write 
me in English. They do this because, to 

them, friends are still friends when they 
are far away. 

They also write because they see a U.S. 
friend as a special opportunity to learn 
about the rest of the world. For most of 
my friends and almost all of my students, 
I was the first non-Chinese person that 
they had ever met. In my experiences I 
fowtd that Chinese people really want to 
reach out in friendship to people in the 
United States. If you are willin g to re­
spond, then it is easy. If you can't quite 
manage to dig there, then I suggest taking 
a few minutes to chat with one of the 
millions of Chinese students on the 
Internet who would love to talk with you. 
Through simple friendships we can learn 
a great deal more about the world and 
develop sensitivity and understanding to­
ward seemingly distant lands. Perhaps you 
can answer some of the questions I 
couldn't. After all, what do people learn 
about China? 0 
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• MILES TONES 

Deaths 
Coffin-Gordon Reid Coffin, 85, on September 30, 
2004, in Minneapolis, Minn. Gordon was born on 
September 2, 1919, in Minneapolis, the youngest 
son of Roscoe and Isabella Coffin and a descendant 
of nine generations ofU.S. Quakers. Gordon was a 
member of Minneapolis Meeting throughout his 
life. At the age of 17, Gordon signed the National 
Peace Pledge. He became a conscientious objector 
d uring World War II and was assigned to forestry 
work at a Civilian Public Service camp in 
Coshocton, Ohio. Gordon's assignment to forestry 
work was frustrating, since he felt detached from 
the needs of the larger world. So after his discharge 
he signed up as a truck driver with the European 
Transport Unit of American Friends Service Com­
minee. From 1946 to 1948 he drove his beat-up 
truck all over Europe, transporting refugees, furni­
ture, chickens, fiiewood, mattresses, hospital sup­
plies, food, lumber, and even cows. He had as many 
as three flat tires in a single day. He taught himself 
French and German; contracted frostbite and dys­
entery; lived on oatmeal, dark bread, and iodine­
treated water; and was exhausted much of the time. 
But he knew that he was truly making a difference 
in the lives of hundreds of refugees. When he was 
sent home with hepatitis in 1948, he brought with 
him a German accordion, hundreds of photos of 
the resenlement work and the people he served, and 
a medal of appreciation from the French govern­
ment. In 1949, at a square dance, Gordon met 
Barbara Knight; they lived in Orono, Minn. , for 
44 years, raising their daughters there. Gordon's 
reputation for integriry and accuracy brought h im 
great success in his surveying and engineering busi­
ness. H e also raised apples and made hand-pressed 
cider. He was loved by children and created de­
lightful playhouses, full-sized trains and cars out 
of scrap materials, and rehabilitated an abandoned 
carousel horse. H e collected folk songs from around 
the world, transcribing them by hand into many 
thick notebooks. He was an accomplished p ianist. 
For 30 years, he and his accordion led square danc­
ing for Minneapolis Meeting and for 4-H and 
other communiry events. He chose dances and 
music that made it possible for everyone to partici­
pate, even small children and seniors. In his 70s, 
Gordon taught himself to play the flute. In retire­
ment, Gordon and Barbara traveled widely, visit­
ing remote and obscure castles in France, Spain, 
Turkey, Portugal, and Ireland. Gordon's passionate 
interest in castles inspired a huge collection of castle 
books, notebooks, photographs, and posters. H is 
large pen-and-ink drawings of castles displayed 
both artistic talent and a deep knowledge of the 
subject. When his hand began to shake later on so 
that he could no longer draw straight lines, he 
created huge illustrations composed entirely of 
small dots (pointillism). Gordon is survived by his 
wife of 54 years, Barbara Knight Coffin; daugh ter 
Linda Coffin and her partner, Kathy Webster; and 
daughter Sandra Coffin. 

Haines-Lenore Beals Haines, 99, on October 8, 
2004, in G rand Junction, Colo. She was born 
Abby Lenore Beals on September 1, 1905, in Argonia, 
Kans., to Estella Myrtle Kerr Beals and Frank 
Everett Beals. She graduated from Argonia schools, 
then attended Friends Universiry in Wichita, Kans., 
Woolman School in Swar thmore, Pa., and Temple 
Universiry in Philadelphia. She married Robert 
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Learning for Lif e, Learning with Joy 

Coeducational 
Academic Excellence 

Quaker Values 

Age Three 
to 

Grade 6 

Call 610-642-0354 
for more information 

or visit our website: 
www.friendshaverford.org 

851 Buck Lane • Haverford, PA 19041 

GuideOne Insurance is America's leading insur­

er of religious institutions, and has been pro­

tecting Friends houses of worship and schools 

for more than 20 years. In fact, since 1979, 

GuideOne has been the Friends Insurance 

Group property and casualty insurer of choice. 

To arrange for a FREE premium quotation, and 

to learn more about GuideOne Insurance, call 

1-877-448-4331 ext. 5429. 
r. 4 

Gu1deOne· 
fnsut~nce 

Guidelines for Writers 
The articles that appear in FRIENDS jOURNAL are freely given; authors receive copies of the issue 
in which their article appears. Manuscripts submitted by non-Friends are welco me. We prefer 
articles written in a fresh, nonacademic sryle, using language that clearly includes both sexes. 
We appreciate receiving Quaker-related humor. 

•!• maximum 2,500 words; electronic submissio ns are encouraged 
•!• include references for all quotations 
•!• author's name and address should appear on the manuscript 
•!• fo r the full guidelines, see <www.friendsjournal.org> 

Submissiom are acknowledged immediatery; however, writers may wait 
several months to hear whether their manuscripts have been accepted 

For more information contact Robert Dockhorn, Senior Editor. 
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• Friends Academy 
Founded 1876 Located on scenic Long Island, 

less than 30 miles from New York City. 

Celebrating our 125th Anniversary 

Founded in 1876 by Gideon Frost for "the children of Friends and those 
similarly sentimented," Friends Academy is a Quaker, coeducational, inde­
pendent, college preparatory day school serving 750 students from age three 
through the twelfth grade. The school awards significant financial assistance. 

Friends Academy • Duck Pond Road • Locust Valley, NY 11560 

Phone: 516-676-0393 • Fax: 516-671-2025 • work@fa.org 

• Private Rooms, Suites and 
Apartments 

Personalized Care in the 
Quaker Tradition 

Since 1896 

A Quiet, 
Home-Like Setting in a 
Beautifully Landscaped 
Atmosphere 

• Recreational Activities 

• 24 Hour Security 
• Assistance with Activities of Daily 

Living 
• Some Financial 

Assistance Available 
• Emergency Response System 

• Three Nutritious, Home-Cooked 
Meals Served Daily in Elegant 
Surroundings 

• Linen and Housekeeping Services 

For information please 
call856-235-4884 

28 Main Street, 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 

Lee Haines on July 12, 1926, in Argonia. Lenore was 
committed to Quaker education, and was active in 
thearre. As a member of Philadelphia Yearly Meet­
ing's Indian Committee, she had a long association 
with the Seneca Indians of New York Stare as well 
as the Cayuga, Osage, and Kickapoo rribes of Okla­
homa and the Choctaw in Alabama. She and her 
husband were adopted by the Seneca Nation in New 
York. In 1952 she joined the F.unily business as a 
bookkeeper. A longtime resident of Moorestown, 
N.J., Lenore returned to Argonia for 16years before 
relocating ro Grand Junction in 1997. She is sur­
vived by a son, Everett Lee Haines; a daughter, 
Sally Haines; an adopted daughter, Hazel Dean; 
two granddaughters; and two great-grandchildren. 

Neumann-Nanty Wales Foster Neumann, 89, on 
September 12, 2003, on Butterworth Farm in 
Maineville, Ohio. She was born onJanuary9, 1914, 
to Thomas and Louise Stevenson Foster, and grew 
up on Butterworth Farm, with brothers Tom and 
Gordon and several grandparents. In 1934 she gradu­
ated from Swarthmore College, where she had ma­
jored in Political Science and Economics, and she 
began her teaching career. When the United Stares 
implemented the draft, Nancy left her teaching 
position ro volunteer full-time for American Friends 
Service Committee (whose Philadelphia office she 
would later manage), feeding thousands of consci­
entious objectors in Civilian Public Service camps. 
When the war was over, she joined the first AFSC 
team going to Finland, north of the Arctic Circle, to 
rry to rebuild what the war had desrroyed. After two 
years in Finland, she was sent to a relief project in 
Ludwigshaven, Germany, for child feeding; there 
she mer Lewis Neumann, and they were married. 
Nancy's years in CPS, in Finland, and later in 
Germany provided the crucible which clarified her 
spirirual and social conscience. When asked a few 
months before her death what period of her life 
might have been the most definitive for her, she 
decided that it would be that year in Germany 
"because it was fun getting to know Louis and we 
were doing useful work." Nancy and Louis began 
married life working for AFSC in rural Mexico. In 
1956, family responsibilities required them to re­
turn to Butterworth Farm. Nancy then began two 
decades at Loveland High School, primarily reach­
ing American Government, drawing from her own 
experiences and never limiting the lessons to a text­
book. Her graduating seniors needed to know nor 
only how the government was set up, but also how 
to practice the values and responsibilities that make 
democracy possible. After retiring in 1976, Nancy 
and Louis kept busy with Miami Monthly Meeting 
in Waynesville, Quaker committee work, garden­
ing, and canning. The year 1983 brought the first of 
eight grandchildren, and the much cherished role of 
Grandma Nancy. In 1996, Nancy and Louis re­
turned ro Germany as guests of the German govern­
ment, honoring AFSC' s war relief work. Louis died 
a few months later, at the age of87, and although 
Nancy's strength and eyesight were diminishing, 
her interest in life continued. She taught a 
homeschool dass on American history in her last 
year of life, told stories about the Underground 
Railroad activities on Butterworth Farm, and con­
tinued to nudge legislators whenever she felt they 
needed it. She is survived by her daughter Katharine 
and husband,JeffRichman; daughter Gretchen and 
husband, Phil Stone; son Paul Neumann and wife, 
Arloa Eckels; and grandchildren, Nancy and Nora 
Richman; Katie, Woody, and Peter Stone; and Alex, 
Lisa, and Julia Neumann. 
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• CLASSIFIED 
For Information call (215) 563-8629. 
Fax (215) 568-1377. 
E-mail: adseles@frlendsJoumal.org 

Classified rates 75¢ per word. Minimum charge is 
$20. Logo is additional $18. Add 10% if boxed. 
10% discount for three consecutive insertions, 
25% for six. Appearance of any advertisement 
does not imply endorsement by Friends Joumal. 

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINES: 
May issue: March 14 
June issue: April11 

Submit your ad to: 

Advertising Manager, Fn'ends Joumaf 
1216 Arch Street, 2A 
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835 
(215) 563-8629 

Accommodations 
Washington, D.C., your destination? The Washington Of· 
lice of the American Friends Service Committee at 1822 R 
Street, NW, offers overnight accommodations in a Quaker 
tradition. Reasonable rates. Two blocks from Dupont Circle 
subway station on the Red Line; close to galleries and 
bookstores. Shared and single rooms available. Gays, lesbi­
ans and people of color are welcome. (202) 232-3196 or 
<davishouse@alsc.org>. 

Quaker Hill Conllll'ence Centet'- Richmond, Indiana. Over­
night accommodations at Woodard Lodge and the historic 
Evans House are available year-round for travelers to the 
Richmond area. Our facilities are also available for retreats, 
meetings, family get-togethers, and other private gatherings. 
For details and reservations call (765) 962-5741 , e-mail 
<quakerhill@parallax.WS>, or visit our website at <http:// 
www.qhcc.org>. 

Seattle-Affordable, private travelers' rooms available at 
Quaker House. Contact Megan Snyder-Camp at University 
Friends Meetinghouse, 4001 9th Avenue NE, Seattle, WA 
98105. (206) 632-9839. 

William Penn House, Washington, D.C. Quaker Seminars, 
youth programs, bed and breakfast. Five blocks from the 
Capitol, Supreme Court, and near Smithsonian museums. 
Shared accommodations for individuals and groups. Gays, 
lesbians, and people of color are welcome. 515 East 
Capitol Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003, (202) 543-5560, 
fax (202) 543-3814, <director@wmpennhouse.org>, <WWW 
.Quaker.org/penn-house>. 

Looking for a creative living alternative In New York 
City? Penington Friends House may be the place for you! 
We are looking for people of all ages who want to make a 
serious commitment to a community lifestyle based on 
Quaker principles. For information call (212) 673-1730. We 
also have overnight accommodations. 

Santa Fe-Simply charming adobe guest apartment at our 
historic meetinghouse. Fireplace, bath, kitchenene, very 
convenient to downtown and galleries, as well as our tran­
quil garden. One night-<>ne month stays, affordable. Call 
(505) 983-7241. 

Beacon Hill Friends House: Quaker-sponsored residence 
of t9 interested in community living, spiritual growth, peace, 
and social concerns. All faiths welcome. For information, ap­
plication: BHFH, 6 Chestnut Street, Boston, MA 02t 08-
3624. (6t7) 227-9118. Overnight and short-term accommo­
dations also available. <directors@bhfh.org>; <WWW.bhfh 
.org>. 

Pittsburgh- Well located, affordable, third-floor (walkup) 
guest rooms with shared bath. Single or double occupancy. 
Kitchen available. Contact: House Manager, Friends Meet­
inghouse, 4836 Ellsworth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA t52t3. 
Telephone: (412) 683-2669. 

When you are in Southern Oregon, Anne Hathaway's 
Cottage in Ashland is a convenient, Friendly place to stay. 
(800) 643-4434. 

Chicago-Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends meetinghouse. Short- or long-term. Contact Sofia 
Community, Quaker House, 56t 5 S. Woodlawn Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60637. (773) 288-3066. 

Coming to London? Friendly B&B just a block from the 
British Museum and very close to London University. A central 
location for all tourist activities. Ideal for persons traveling 
alone. Direct subway and bus links with Heathrow Airport. 
The Penn Club, 2t Bedford Place, London WCtB SJJ. 
Telephone: +44 (207) 636-4718. Fax: +44 (207) 636-5516. 
<WWW.pennclub.co.uk>. 
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Accommodations Sought 
Two Quakers-father and son-seeking a one-year 
rental property furnished/unfurnished in coastal Maine, in 
or near Brunswick preferred but not exclusive of other 
possibilities in the general area. Would begin in late 
summer or early autumn, 2005. Phone evenings ( 413) 
528-8051. 

Books and Publications I"""''• ""' ''m"''"' ~ '"""' ~~" '" many facets of Quaker life, thought, and spiritual-
ity, readable at one sitting. Subscribe before June 
to receive six pamphlets/year for $16 (US). (800) 
7 42-3150 ext. 2 or <bookstore@pendlehill.org>. 

mMiflll•l 
Call for our latest catalog, which always includes many 
new titles, or check our website c:www.quakerbooks 
.org> for the latest in Quaker books. 
We think ours is the most comprehensive listing of Quaker-
related material available. We can order any book (Quaker 
or not) and search for out-of-print titles. Talk to us about 
book tables for your meeting, and discounts for spiritual 
formation or study groups. 
Books shipped worldwide. 
To order or inquire, call us at (800) 966-4556 
e-mail: <bookstore@fgcquaker.org> 
or visit: c:www.quakerbooks.org>. 

"ARE YOU SATISFIED?" CD of original music, Quake~y 
concerns: life as a hopeful spiritual journey, personal and 
political resolutions. Listen, read lyrics at <WWW.Iauriechilders 
.com>, also <cdbaby.com/1childerS>. 

Free Quaker Pamphlets 
Older Pendle Hill Pamphlets, Quaker Universalists, Will­
iam Penn Lectures, for study groups, workshops, educa­
tional programs, individual journeys. 

<http://pamphlets.quaker.org> 

THE PEACEABLE TABLE, successor to The Fnendly Veg­
etarian. A monthly online journal for vegetarian Quakers and 
others. Articles, recipes, book and film reviews, letters. 
<WWW.vegetarianlriends.nel>. 

Friends Bulletin, magazine of Western U.S. Quakers, 
subscription $t6. Sample copies tree. A Westem Quaker 
Reader. $20. Pamphlet "Islam from a Quaker Perspective": 
$4 (including postage). Friends Bulletin, 3223 Danaha 
Street, Torrance, CA 90505. <westernquaker.nel> ; 
<friendsbul@aol.com>. 

You're In good company with Friends United Press 
authors, including Douglas Steere, Howard Thurman, 
Daisy Newman, John Punshon, Tom Mullen, Doug Gwyn, 
Louise Wilson, Wil Cooper, T. Canby Jones, D. Elton 
Trueblood-and, of course, George Fox, John Woolman, 
and William Penn. Inspiration, humor, fiction, and history 
that take you to the roots of Quaker beginnings, belief, 
and beyond. Write t 01-A Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, IN 
47374 for a free catalog or call (800) 537-8839. 
<WWW.fum.org>. 

Quaker Books: Rare and out-of-print journals, history, 
religion, inspirational. Contact us for specific books or 
topics. Vintage Books, 18t Hayden Rowe Street, 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. (508) 435-3499. E-mail us at 
<Vintage@gis.nel>. 

Opportunities 
Events at Pendle Hill 

March 4-6: Imagination and Spirit: Contemporary 
Quaker Writing, with J. Brent Bill 
March 6-t1 : Beyond Diversity 101 , with Niyonu D. 
Spann 
March 1t-t3: Developing Coalitions Across Class 
and Race, with George Lakey 
April8-t 0 : If We Are All For Peace, Why Is It So Hard? 
Pendle Hill Peace Network Annual Spring Conference 
April 17- 22: Friends' Faith and Practice Around the 
Wortd, with Thomas Taylor and Patricia Thomas 
April 22- 24: From Peace Testimony to Conscientious 
Objection: Preschool to High School, with Curt Torell 
and Marsha Holliday 
April24-29: Making nme, Taking nme, with Bart:>arajene 
Williams 

I For more Information, contac1: Pendle Hill, 338 
Plush Mill Road, Wallingford, PA t9086-6099. 
(800) 742-3150, extension 3 <WWW.pendlehill 
.org>. 

~ 
Quakers In Pastoral Care and Counseling (QPCC) 
Conference. Friends in various helping ministries share 
ideas, challenges, and nurture at the 15th Anniversary 
QPCC conference to be held at the Quaker Hill Confer-
ence Center in Richmond, Ind., April7-t0. The keynote 
speaker, Jan Wood, will address the theme: From Frag-
mentation to Wholeness: Rebuilding from the Inside 
Out. For registration information contact Rita Cummins, 
<eummiri@earlham.edu> or call (800) 432·1377. 

Woolman Hill Quaker Center 
Stepping Into the Heart of Quakerism with Martha 
Manglesdorf & Will Taber, March 4-6. 
B ible Stories In Our Lives with Anne Anderson, March 
18-20. 
Pastoral Care with Cornelia Parkes and Nancyrose Lo-
gan, Apri/1-3. 
Recognizing Gifts with Jan Wood, Apri/29-May 1. 
Magical ridge-top sanctuary with cabins available for 
Individual soJourns. 
Contact: Woolman Hill, t 07 Keels Road, Deerfield, MA 
01342; (413) 774-343t ; <WWW.woolmanhill.org>. 

Young Adult Leadership Development Program at 
Pendle Hill: In the interns' own words: "An amazing 
opportunity to live, work, play, study, and worship for 7 
weeks in a beautiful, resource-rich community, ... a chance 
to learn from and alongside inspirational people, recon-
nee! with your spiritual center, and be supported in off-
campus social justice work." Ages t B-24, June t9-Au-
gust 8, 2005. Modest stipend. 
Social Action and Social Witness Internships: a Sept.-
June service internship for young adults and seasoned 

~-- R~. 00.0, '""""· W """" ;"'"'' ance provided. Ground your activism in spiritual 
community! 
Contact: Bobbi Kelly, (6t0) 566-4507/(800) 
742-3150, ext. t37; <bobbi@pendlehill.org>. 

Do you care about the future 
of the Religious Society of Friends? 

Support growing meetings and a spiritually vital Quak-
erism for all ages with a deferred gift to Friends Gen-
eral Conference (bequest, charitable gift annuity, trust). m For information, please contact Michael 

Wajda at FGC, 12t6 Arch Street, 2-B, 
Philadelphia, PA 19t07; (2t 5) 561-1700; 
<michaelw@fgcquaker.org>. 

Teach English In China. YingwenTeach, a Friendly Tuc­
son organization, seeks adventuresome souls to teach con­
versational English for long-or short-term (2, 3, or 4 weeks). 
Chinese schools provide salary, free housing, and more. 
Contact Shane at <info@yingwenteach.com>. 

Friends Association for Higher Education. Confer-
ence at Haverford College June t6-19, 2005, "Cen-
terlng on the Edge: Intellect, Spirit, Action." Deep-
ening the intellect while feeding the spirit and the soul. 
Witnessing through scholarship, work in the class-
room, administration, campus life and beyond. Facing 
constraints, taking risks. <http://www.haverford.edu/ 
hcweb/fahel>. 

Friends Center with unprogrammed Christian orl-
entation, Barnesville, Ohio, offers quiet, welcoming 
space for personal retreats with optional spiritual con-
sullation. Weekend group retreats also offered: March 
4-6, 2005 Opportunities and Challenges of Grow-
lng Older with Ken and Katharine Jacobsen; April 22-
24, 2005 Gospel Lives-Learning from the Quaker 
Journals of Ohio Yearly Meeting Ministers with Bill 
Taber and Doug Walsh . Write to Friends Center, 61388 
Olney Lane, Barnesville, OH 437t3 or call (740) 425-
2853. 

Journaling: Host an Intensive Journal Workshop at your 
Meeting. Vic Kryston of Goose Creek Meeting, a certified 
leader of the Ira Progoff Intensive Journal program for 
over twenty years, will come to your meeting and conduct 
a workshop. Contact him: (540) 822-5607, <Vickryston 
@mac.com>. 

Costa Rica Study Tours: V1s1t the Quaker commumty 1n 
Monteverde. For information and a brochure contact Sa­
rah Stuckey: Ot t (506) 645-5436; write: Apdo. 46-5655, 
Monte-verde, Costa Rica; e-mail:<crstudy@racsa.co.cr>; 
<WWW.crstudytours.com>, or call in the USA (520) 364-
8694. 
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Quaker House Ann Arbor has periodic openings in a six­
person intentional community based on Friends principles. 
(734) 761-7435. <quakerhouse@umich.edU>; <WWW.ic.org 
.qhaa>. 

STUDY TOUR - BOLIVIA, PERU. Meet some of 
Bolivia's 40,000 Aymara Indian Quakers. Visit life-
changing small development projects funded by Quaker 
Bolivia Link. See Lake Titicaca, Cusco, and Machu 
Picchu, optional Inca Trail. June 23-July 14, 2005. 
$2780. Contact Barbara Flynn (707) 823-6034, 
<tressuresndes @mindspring.cof71> web: < WWW 
. TressuresoftheAndes.cof71>. 

The Carpenter's Boat Shop in Pemaquid, Maine, is 
offering free, one-year apprenticeships in wooden boat 
and furniture building. The Boat Shop is an ecumenical 
community/school based on the Benedictine tradition. It 
teaches the skills of carpentry, boatbuilding, and boat use 
while living in simple community. For further information 
please write or call Rev. Robert lves, 440 Old County 
Road, Pemaquid, ME 04558. Phone: (207) 6n-3768. e-
mail: <boatshop@midcoast.com>. 

Quaker Writers and Artists! 
Quakers used to shun the arts-but no more! Join the 
Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts; get our exciting, infor-
mative newsletter, "Types & Shadows"; keep up with 
other artistic Friends around the country; and help create 
a new chapter in Quaker history. Membership: $25/yr. 
FQA, c/o PYM, 1515 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19102. e-mail: <fqa@quaker.org>. Web: <WWW.quaker 
. org/fqa>. 

To consider mountain v iew retirement property, near 
a Friends center, visit <arizonafriends.com> or write Roy 
Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 1182 Hornbeam Road, Sabina, 
OH 45169. 

Personals 
Single Booklovers, a national group, has been getting 
unattached booklovers together since 1970. Please write 
P.O. Box 1658, Andalusia, PA 19020 or call (800) 717-
5011 . 

Concernedc5i~ 
Concerned Singles links socially conscious singles 
who care about peace, social justice, race, gender 
equity, environment. Nationwide/international. All 
ages, straighVgay. Since 1984. Free sample: Box 444-
FJ, Lenox Dale, MA 01242; (413) 243-4350; <WWW 
.concernedsingles.com>. 

Positions Vacant 
Volunteer Internship at Ben Lomond Quaker Center, a 
retreat and conference center near Santa Cruz, Calif. Resi­
dential, one year beginning August. Great opportunity to 
grow spiritually and work in ali areas of this Quaker 
nonprofit. Mountains, redwoods, housing, stipend, and ben­
efits provided. Singles and couples both welcome. Applica­
tion deadline April 1 : call (631 )336-8333; e-mail <mall 
@quakercenter.org> for info. 

ARTHUR MORGAN SCHOOL 
Development Coordinator 

Seeking experienced development person for full-time 
position including donor & alumni relations, event coordi· 
nation, recruitment of students, fund raising, and capital 
campaign planning. 
Modest salary and extensive benefits. 
Strong interpersonal, communication, planning, and or­
ganizational skills needed. 
Send a resume and letter of interest to Arthur Morgan 
School Development Committee, 60 AMS Circle, 
Burnsville, NC 28714. <WWW.arthurmorganschool.org>. 
Phone: 828-675-4555 

~c.m,..,.w•~ 
Now hiring for the summer of 2005. Join our family in 
making a difference in the lives of children. Camp Coun­
selor, Cook, and Nurse positions available. Please call 
Travis at (609) 654-8846 for more information. P. 0 . Box 
263, Medford, NJ 08055. <WWw.campdarkwaters.org>. 

Sierra Friends Center, Nevada City, California 
Executive Director opening July 1st, 2005 

Sierra Friends Center is a rural educational community 
offering a semester program for high school juniors and 
seniors, summer youth camps and residential adult 
courses. Candidates should exemplify the principles and 
values of Quaker process and spirilual leadership and 
possess skills in the following areas: administration, fi­
nance, fundraising, communication, and staff develop­
ment. Deadline for appllca11ons: February 28, 2005. 
Application packets: send resume and cover letter to: 
Sue Torrey, 5393 Barrenda Avenue Unit A, Atascadero, 
California 93422 email: <Sjtorrey@charter.net>. (805) 
468-9046 

Plainfield, Indiana, Friends Meeting is seeking a full­
time pastor to provide spiritual leadership. We are a 
Quaker congregation in the midst of a growing commu­
nity. Immediate opening. Send resume to: Mary Hubbard, 
517 Kentucky Avenue, Plainfield, IN 46168 Phone (317) 
839·7653. 

Pendle Hill High School Youth Camp Leaders (3): 
Facilitate and help plan weeklong Quaker high school 
program. Service projects, field trips, discussions, games, 
Quaker values and history. July 1o-11, 2005, plus plan­
ning day in May. 
Summer Youth Programs Co-Coordinator: Plan and 
co-lead 7-week young adult service and spiritual enrich­
ment program, weeklong high school program. April­
August (negotiable). Room, board, and salary provided. 
Contact: Elizabeth Ellis, (610) 568-45071(800) 742·3150, 
ext. 129; <elizabethellis@pendlehill.org> . 

Summer Employment 
Staff needed. Quaker owned/directed camp since 1946. 
Located in one of the most spectacular areas of the U.S., in 
Adirondacks near Lake Placid, NY. Positions available for 
cabin and specialty counselors as well as some department 
head and administrative positions. Good salaries and ac­
commodations. Single or married, children of staff warmly 
welcomed. See our ad on page 44. Call Mike at (609) 688-
0368. 

Interns: 9- 12 month commitment. Assist with hospi· 
tality and seminar planning at William Penn House. Room 
and board with small stipend. Applications from gays, 
lesbians, and people of color are welcome. 5 blocks 
from the Capitol, Supreme Court, and near the Smithsonian 
Museums. 515 East Capitol Street. SE, Washington, 
DC 20003, (202) 543-5560, fax: (202) 543-3814, 
<director@wmpennhouse.org>, <WWW.Quaker.orglpenn­
house>. 

Real Estate 
Quaker REAL TOR specializing in Bucks County, Pa., and 
Mercer County, N.J. I welcome the opportunity to exceed 
your expectations. Mark Funon, Prudential Fox and Roach 
Realtors, 63 South Main Street, Yardley, PA 19067. (215) 
493-0400 ext. 131. 

Rentals & Retreats 

FOR RENT IN SE ARIZONA. Friends SW Center seek­
ing long-term resident(s) who value peace, natural beauty, 
cooperation, self-sufficiency. Small, furnished farmhouse 
in 68-acre community. Exceptional climate, magnificent 
mountain views, birding. Proximity to Mexico, New Mexico. 
$300/mo. + utilities. References, one month deposit re­
quired. Assistive pets only. (520) 642-1648 or <BZeveready 
@juno.com> Eve or Mariah. Share the beauty! 

Attention Birders and Hikers 
Cottage on the foothills of the Chiricahua Mountains in 
Arizona. Available February through April. Famous birding 
and hiking trails in the beautiful Cave Creek Canyon. By 
week or month. Call (520) 558-2378. 

Bald Head Island, N.C. Panoramic view of ocean, dunes, 
lagoon, and golf course from four-bedroom, two-bathroom, 
beautifully furnished house with wraparound deck, two 
electric golf carts. 14 miles of beach, championship golf, 
tennis, croquet, swimming, and fishing. 13,000 acres of 
maritime wilderness. Many birds and wildflowers. No cars 
on island. Peaceful, friendly. Rental by day or week. (215) 
699-9186. 

Tranquil Topsail Island, N.C. New, 2-story house. Three 
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, sleeps 6. Overlooks marshlands and 
Intracoastal Waterway. Two blocks from beach. Polite dogs 
welcome. Weekly rates: 3/5-5114 $625, 5114-8/20$850, 81 
2o-1011 $750, 1011- 10129 $625. Off-season daily, week­
end, and long-term rentals available. For information, visit 
website: <WWW.VRBO.com/31024>. Call610-796·1089, or 
e-mail <Simplegifts1007@aol.com>. 

Cuernavaca, Mexico: Families, friends, study groups 
enjoy this beautiful Mexican house. Mexican family 
staff provide excellent food and care. Six twin bed-
rooms, with bath and own entrance. Large living and 
dining room, long terrace with dining area and moun-
tain and volcano views. Large garden and heated pool. 
Close to historic center and transportation. Call Edith 
Nicholson (011) 52-777-3180383, or Joe Nicholson, 
(502) 894-9720. 

A Quaker Family Farmlet on Maul 
Enjoy the simple elegance of nature's sub tropical won-
ders: A fully furnished stone octagon cottage on a bluff 
overlooking the Pacific; use of org. garden and orchard; 
close to beaches and Maul's commercial attractions. 
$100 per day. 
For illustrated material, write to Lisa Bowers, c/o Wm. V. 
Vitarelli, 375 Kawelo Road, Haiku, Maui, HI 96708. (808) 
573-2972. 

Pocono Manor. Beautiful, rustic mountain house suitable 
for gatherings, retreats, and reunions. Seven bedrooms. 
Three full baths. Beds for 15. Fully equipped. Deck with 
mountain view. Hiking trails from back door. Weekends or 
by the week, April through October. Contact Melanie Douty: 
(215) 736-0948. 

Nantucket, 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, near beach and Hum­
mock Pond. Washer, dryer, dishwasher, deck, barbecue. 
Available June, July, and August; 2 weeks minimum. Non­
smokers. (978) 462·9449 evenings. <broken@comcast.net>. 

Cape May, N.J. Beach House-weekly rentals; weekend 
rentals in off-season. Sleeps 12+. Great for family re­
unions! Block from beach. Close to mall. Ocean views 
from wraparound porch. Call: (718) 398-3561. 

Retirement Living 

MEDFORD LEAS 

Medford Leas Continuing Care Retirement 
Community 

Medford Leas welcomes you to visit our CCAC-accred­
ited, Quaker-related continuing care retirement commu­
nity! Blending the convenience and accessibility of subur­
ban living with the unique aesthetic of an arboretum and 
nature preserve, Medford Leas continues the long 
tradition of Quaker interest in plants and nature and 
their restorative qualities. A wide range of residential 
styles (from garden-style apartments to clustered 
townhouses) are arranged amidst the unique beauty of 
over 200 acres of landscaped gardens, natural wood· 
lands, and meadows. With campuses in both Medford 
and Lumberton, New Jersey, the cultural, intellectual, 
and recreational offerings of Philadelphia, Princeton, 
and New York City are just 30 to 90 minutes away. In 
addition, many popular New Jersey shore points are 
also within similar driving distances. Medford Monthly 
Meeting is thriving, active, and caring. Amenity and 
program highlights include: walking/biking trails, tennis 
courts, indoor and outdoor swimming pools, fitness 
centers and programs, computer center, greenhouses, 
very active self-governed residents' association with 
over 80 committees, on-site "university" program, and 
much more. Extensive HletimeResidence and Care Agree­
ment covers medical care, prescription drugs, and future 
long-term nursing and/or assisted living care without 
caps or limits. For more information call (800) 331-4302. 
<WWW.medfordleas.org>. 

I 
Friends Homes, Inc., founded by North 
Carolina Yearly Meeting of the Society of 
Friends, has been providing retirement op­
tions since 1968. Both Friends Homes at 
Guilford and Friends Homes West are fee­
for-service, continuing care retirement com­

munities offering independent living, assisted living, 
and skilled nursing care. Located in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, both communities are close to Guilford Col­
lege and several Friends meetings. Enjoy the beauty 
of four seasons, as well as outstanding cultural, intel­
lectual, and spiritual opportunities in an area where 
Quaker roots run deep. For information please call: 
(336) 292·9952, or write: Friends Homes West, 6100 
W. Friendly Avenue, Greensboro, NC 27410. Friends 
Homes, Inc. owns and operates communities dedi­
cated to the letter and spirit of Equal Housing Opportu· 
nity. <Www.friendshomes.org>. 
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Beautiful Pleasant Hill, Tennessee. Diverse activist 
community. Full Service facility. Independent homes 
to skilled nursing care. Quaker meeting on premises. (931) 
277-5003, Phil Thomtorde. (931) 277-3518, office, brochure. 

Walton Retirement Home, a nonprofit ministry of Ohio 
Yearly Meeting since 1944, offers an ideal place tor re­
tirement. Both assisted living and independent living fa­
cilities are available. For further information, please call 
Nirmal or Diana Kaul at (740) 425-2344, or write to Walton 
Retirement Home, 1254 East Main Street, Barnesville, 
OH 43713. 

The Hickman, a nonprofit, Quaker-sponsored community in 
historic West Chester, has been quietly providing excellent 
care to older persons for over a century. Call today for a tour: 
(484) 760-6300, or visit <WWW.thehickman.org>. 

~~ 
SERVICES FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

Kendal communities and services reflect sound man­
agement, adherence to Quaker values, and respect for 
each individual. 
Continuing care retirement communities: 
Kendal at Longwood; Crosslands ·Kennett Square, Pa. 
Kendal at Hanover • Hanover, N.H. 
Kendal at Oberlin • Oberlin, Ohio 
Kendal at Ithaca • Ithaca, N.Y. 
Kendal at Lexington • Lexington, Va. 
Communities under development: 
Kendal on Hudson· Sleepy Hollow, N.Y. 
Kendal at Granville • Granville, Ohio 
Independent living with residential services: 
Coniston and Cartmel • Kennett Square, Pa. 
The Lathrop Communities • Northampton and 
Easthampton, Mass. 
Nursing care, residential and assisted living: 
Barclay Friends • West Chester, Pa. 
Advocacy/education programs: 
Untie the Elderly • Pa. Restraint Reduction Initiative 
Kendal Corporation Internships 
For Information, call or write: Doris lambert, The Kendal 
Corporation, P.O. Box 100, Kennett Square, PA 19348. 
(610) 388-558t . E-mail: <info@kcorp.kendal.org>. 

Schools 
United Friends School: coed; preschool-S; emphasizing 
integrated, developmentally appropriate curriculum, after 
school arts, sports, and music programs. Busing available. 
1018 West Broad Street, Quakertown, PA 18951. (2t 5) 
538-1733. <WWW.unitedfriendsschool.org>. 

----- -
Lansdow ne Friends School-a small Friends school for 
boys and girls three years of age through sixth grade, rooted 
in Quaker values. We provide children with a quality academic 
and a developmentally appropriate program in a nurturing 
environment. Whole language, thematic education, conflict 
resolution, Spanish, after-school care, summer program. 
1t0 N. lansdowne Avenue, lansdowne, PA 19050. (610) 
623-2548. 

Junior high boarding school for grades 7, 8, 9. Small 
academic classes, challenging outdoor experiences, com­
munity service, consensus decision making, daily work 
projects in a small, caring, community environment. Arthur 
Morgan School, 60 AMS Circle, Burnsville, NC 28714. 
(828) 675-4262. <info@arthurmorganschool.org>, <WWW 
.arthunmorganschool.org>. 

Sandy Spring Friends School. Five- or seven-day board­
ing option for grades 9-12. Day school pre-K through 12. 
College preparatory, upper school AP courses. Strong arts 
and academics, visual and performing arts, and team 
athletic programs. Coed. Approximately 480 students. 
140-acre campus less than an hour from Washington, 
D.C., and Baltimore, Md. International programs. Incor­
porating traditional Quaker values. 16923 Norwood Road, 
Sandy Spring, MD 20860. (301) 774-7455, ext. 375. <WWW 
.ssfs.org>. 

Stratford Friends School provides a strong academic 
program in a warm, supportive, ungraded setting for chil­
dren ages 5 to 13 who learn differently. Small classes and 
an enriched curriculum answer the needs of the whole 
child. An at-risk program for five-year-olds is available. 
The school also offers an extended day program, tutor­
ing, and summer school. Information: Stratford Friends 
School, 5 Llandillo Road, Havertown, PA 19083. (61 0) 
446-3144. 
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Frankford Friends School: coed, Pre-K to grade 8; serving 
center city, Northeast, and most areas of Philadelphia. We 
provide children with an affordable yet challenging aca­
demic program in a small, nurturing environment. Frankford 
Friends School, 1500 Orthodox Street, Philadelphia, PA 
191 24. (215) 533-5368. 

Services Offered 
Quaker lawyer in solo practice available for Estate Plan­
ning and Elder and Disability Law issues. Legal services 
with commitment to Quaker values. Evening and weekend 
appointments available. Reasonable rates. Call Pamela 
Moore at (215) 483-4681. 

Custom Calligraphy. Marriage Certificates; celebrations of 
commitment; naming documents for newborn or adopted 
children. Visit my website <W}'nnellewellyn.com> or call me 
to discuss your needs. (413) 634-5576. 

Santor Solutions: Retired pastoral psychotherapist can 

~ ,.. ... ·~~"' ....... ""'"' "'"" facilitate relocation; respite/post-hospital 
care/hospice; and travel companionship. 
Contact: Kay Bainbridge, M.A., (61 OJ 296-
5489. e· ... -c.,. ..... • Calligraphy 

• Graphic Design 
·Note Cards 
• Illustration 

Ahimsa Graphics, 24 Cavanaugh Ct., Saunderstown, AI 
02874. (401) 294-7769 or (688) 475-62t9. 
<WWW.pennyjackim.calligraphicarts.org>. 

Moving? Maybe David Brown, a Quaker real estate bro­
ker, can help. Contact him at <davidhbrown@mindspring 
.com>. 

Custom Marriage Certificates, and other traditional or 
decorated documents. Various calligraphic styles and wa­
tercolor designs available. Over ten years' experience. Pam 
Bennett, P. 0. Box 136, Uwchlan, PA 19480. (610) 458-
4255. <Prbcallig@netzero.com>. 

Purchase Quarterly Meeting (NYYM) maintains a peace 
tax escrow fund. Those interested in tax witness may 
wish to contact us through NYYM, 15 Rutherford Place, 
New York, NY t0003. 

H FREEMAN I ""'m""'-• CenteMlle, IN 47330 
765-939-6910 

ASSOCIATES, LLC HFreeAssoctlaol.com 

Consulting services for educational institutions and non-
profit organizations. Fundraising. Capital campaigns. 
Planned giving. Recent clients include liberal arts col-
leges, seminaries independent schools, social service 
agencies, Pendle Hill, FGC, and many other Friends 
organizations. <WWW.Hfreemanassociates.com>. 

Summer Camps 

~omoDo~w-
Give your child a camp experience like the one you 
had! Camp Dark Waters offers one- and two-week 
sessions for boys and girls ages 7-14. Focusing on 
fun, growth, simplicity, nonviolent resolution, stew­
ardship, equality, and Integrity, Camp Dark Waters' 
diverse community helps children build new friend­
ships in a family atmosphere. For more information, 
please call Travis at (609) 654-8846, P. 0. Box 263, 
Medford, NJ 08055. <WWW.campdarkwaters.org>. 

Night Eagle Wilderness Adventures, in Vermont's 
Green Mountains, is a unique, primitive summer camp 
designed to build a boy's self-confidence and foster a 
better understanding of native peoples and their rela­
tionship with the Earth. Activities tend to spring from 
the natural environment and teach boys to rely on their 
own ingenuity. Through community living and group 
decision making, campers learn to live and play to­
gether in a spirit of cooperation rather than competi­
tion. For 40 boys, ages 1Q-14. Two-, three-, and six­
week sessions. Please visit our website : 
<WWW.nighteaglewilderness.com> or call for a fu ll bro­
chure: (802) 773-7866. 

Accredited by The American Camping Association 

Make friends, make music. FRIENDS MUSIC CAMP at 
Olney. Grow musically in a caring Quaker community. Ages 
to-te. Brochure, camp video: FMC, PO Box 427, Yellow 
Springs, OH 45387. (937) 767-t3t1. <musicfmc@yahoo 
.com>. 

Sierra Friends Camp: A Quaker summer camp in the 
Sierra Nevada foothills. Campers explore nature, create art, 
participate in drama and sports, and make new friends on 
230 acres of woods, creeks, and ponds; ages 9-t4. Contact 
Amy Cooke, Sierra Friends Center, t3075 Woolman Lane, 
Nevada City, CA 95959; (530) 273-3t83; <WWW.woolman 
.org/ camP>. 

Pendle Hill's High School Youth Camp, for ages t 5-
t8, July t o-t 7, 2005. Join young people from all over the 
country in service projects, Quaker community life, explo­
ration of social justice issues, sessions in our art studio, 
field trips, and fun. Call (6t0) 566-4507/(800) 742-3t50, 
ext. t 37; or write <bobbi@pendlehill.org>. 

The Peace Camp at Camp Medusa 
Explore the lives of peacemakers. Share woodland walks 
and crackling campfires. Practice creative peacemaking. 
Create art and music. Learn from Christian, Muslim, and 
Jewish voices of faith. Come to this July's Teen Peace 
Camp in Medusa. 
Nestled in the forest 30 miles southwest of Albany, N.Y., 
and supported by the Hudson Mohawk Association UCC, 
the Peace Camp welcomes young people of all faiths who 
will be entering grades t 0 through t 2. 
Request information from camp deans Paul and Katja Rehm, 
22 Timber Point Road, Greenville, NY t2083. Phone (5t 8) 
966-5366. E-mail <kprehm@aol.com>. 

Camp Woodbrooke, Wisconsin 
Make friends, experience community, develop skills, 
and learn about the environment. Daily meeting. 

-= Quaker leadership. Ages 7-t2, 34 boys and girls, 
2-3 wks. Brochure (608) 647-8703, <WWW.campwoodbrooke 
.com>. 

Journey's End Farm Camp 
is a farm devoted to children for sessions of two or three 
weeks each summer. Farm animals, gardening, nature, 
ceramics, shop. 
Nonviolence, simplicity, reverence for nature are empha­
sized in our program centered in the life of a Quaker farm 
family. For 32 boys and girls, 7-t2 years. Welcome all 
races. Apply early. Kristin Curtis, RR t Box t36, New­
foundland, PA t8445. Telephone: (570) 689-39t t . Fi­
nancial aid available. 

Summer Rentals 
Provence, France. Beautiful secluded stone house, vil­
lage near Avignon, 3 BR (sleeps 5-6), kitchen/dining 
room, spacious living room, modern bathroom. Terrace. 
courtyard, view of medieval castle. Separate second 
house sleeps 4. Both available year-round $t ,20Q­
$2,900/mo. <WWW.rent-in-provence.com>. Marc Simon. 
rue Oume, 30290 Saint Victor, France, <msimon 
@wanadoo.fr>; orJ. Simon, t24 Bondcroft, Buffalo, NY 
t 4226; (7t 6) 836-8698. 

Too Late to Classify 
Townhouse for Rent-Doylestown, Pa., near Philadel­
phia. For one year, approximately July 2005 to July 2006. 
Three bedrooms, 2 t/2 baths, finished basement, central 
air, fenced patio, reasonable rent. Furnished/unfurnished. 
(2t5) 345-0575 or <gs29@comcast.net>. 
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Honoring 
Our Past-
"The name of Pendle Hill 
symbolizes the call to climb 

to spiritual heights through 
hard thinking and spiritual 

disctpline ... to see deeper 
into the meaning of life and 

farther out into the great 

world, and to come dov.'Tl 

with a fresh zest for the 

service which reaches 

to that of God in all. " 

H!fllY Hodgkin, 1930 
FIJ'St Direaor of Pendle Hill 

Building 
Our Future-
"As we begin our 75'h year, we have many things to 

celebrate. I believe Pendle Hill is more needed every year 

that we endure. Pendle Hill offers a small, but 1>trong, 

alternative space (physically and spiritually) within which to 
pmy. think, work, and breathe. Pendle Hill offers the rare 
opportunity to step back-from our culture and ourselves­

to plumh the depths of our relationship with the Divine and 
discern the contenr of our witness, our voice for peace in a 

deeply troubled world. " 

Sieve Baumgartner, 2004 
Current Director of Pendle Hill 

E A R S 

W e invite you to honor Pendle Hill's 
75rh Anniversary with a special 
gift this year. A generous 7 5rh 

Anniversary challenge 
grant will match all 
new and increased 
gifts. Give before 
August 31, 2005, and 
your donation will 
be doubled! 

fuur Gift Supports 
• a unique spiritual resource 

• engaged study and dialngue 

• peace and social justice 

• youth development 

• individual transformation. 

For additional information on ways to 
support Pendle Hill, contact: 

Barbara Parsons, Director of Development 

610-566-4507, ext. 132 (worldwide) 
1-800-742-3150, ext. 132 (toll-free, US only) 
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