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Among Friends 

On the Road 
D id I hear that right: a Friends church in the United States in which the service 

is conducted in Spanish? An unprogrammed meeting just a few miles away, 
where the outgoing clerk is the son of the pastor of the Friends church? 

Where is this, one might ask? 
Until this spring I hadn' t a clue. But after a long weekend in Miami, Florida, and 

visits to both Miami Friends Meeting and the Iglesia de los Amigos de Miami, I 
learned the answer. I was visiting the area at the invitation of the unprogrammed 
Miami Friends Meeting, there as resource person for a regional gathering of south 
Florida Friends. This meant leading a Friday evening discussion after a potluck 
supper, two workshops at the meetinghouse on Saturday (with another fabulous 
potluck, thank you), and a Forum discussion on Sunday morning, followed by 
worship and (you guessed it) lunch-this time a sit-down meal across town at the 
Iglesia, complete with Cuban coffee. 

Contrary to my preconceived notions about Friends in the Miami area, they are 
not predominantly a flock of northern "snow birds" attracted to that glorious climate 
only in winter months. The meeting is alive and well, growing in membership. The 
meetinghouse is booked solid by many groups in the city for various meetings and 
programs. Miami Friends' ongoing efforts to assist victims of Hurricane Andrew, 
their support over the years for refugees from the Caribbean, and their current 
involvement with Alternatives to Violence (A VP) trainings are all indications of a 
vibrant, year-round community. During my visit I enjoyed meeting Doris Emerson 
and hearing first-hand of the work being done by Friends to rebuild homes in the 
Florida City area devastated by the hurricane ("Amigos in Word and Deed," FJ 
March); appreciated the warm hospitality of Carl and Kathy Hersh and discussing 
with them their work as war-time photojournalists in Nicaragua, El Salvador, and 
other political hot-spots; enjoyed getting acquainted with outgoing clerk Ed Diaz 
(actively involved in A VP trainings), his wife Clara, and Filiberto Diaz, Ed's father 
and the long-time pastor of Iglesia de los Amigos; and was grateful for the opportu
nity to be with Friends who drove over from Palm Beach and other outlying areas. 
Pat Coons made all arrangements for the weekend and did a superb job of planning. 

And a footnote: Following my Miami visit I drove to Key West to visit Friends 
Sol and Barbara Jacobson and to spend an evening (yes, with another splendid 
potluck) with the Key West Worship Group. It was the perfect end to a long week
end, an opportunity for fellowship with the southernmost U.S. worship group. 
Thank you, Florida Friends-gracias Amigos. I feel well fed, in body and in spirit. 
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Forum 

The wrong shape 
Oops! When you reproduced my 

"Breadth, Depth, and Stretch of Quakerism 
in North America" map with my article (FJ 
Feb.), the designation for symbols got 
switched! The triangle indicates evangelical 
meetings, the square pastoral. 

If anyone wishes an II x 17 colored copy 
of the map, they are available at $2 (plus 
postage and handling) from me at 121 
Watson Hill Rd., Landenberg, PA 19350-
9344. 

Sally Rickerman 

Our apologies, Sally, for ihis error. The 
map is an excellent one. We hope Friends 
will order the colored version! 

Met her match 
I played last year in the U.S. National 

Squash Championships in Baltimore, Md. It 
was my first Nationals and I was excited to 
be there, having planned and trained for over 
a year in preparation. I won the Women's 
50-plus Consolations, losing to the world 
champion of this age group and winning the 
rest of my matches. 

During my tournaments, and especially 
during the national level competition, I 
found myself doing short, intense versions 
of what I normally do in an hour during a 
meeting for worship. Before a match, in 
addition to the standard stretching and 
warming-up exercises, sprints, and mental 
focusing, I found a quiet spot near the courts 
and sat into a quick, deep centering, 
allowing the white light to appear in my 
mind's eye. This light had a black squash 
ball in the center of it! Allowing my upper 
body to relax, I waited for a sense of 
calmness, sometimes saying the name of a 
spiritual F(f)riend not at the competition; 
when warmth started to emanate from my 
forearms, I felt ready, and I stood up 
prepared to play my match. 

During the match, if I was serving, I 
steadied myself into a good serve by 
chanting to myself silently, while focusing 
my eyes on the ball and the racquet, " I am 
one with the ball, I am one with the ball." If 
the pace ofthe match was slow, i.e., if! was 
winning and therefore in danger of losing 
concentration, I deep focused by extending 
that saying to, "I AM the ball, I AM the 
ball." 

Between games, during the 90-second 
break, I stayed self-absorbed-<>blivious to 
potentially distracting elements by 
recreating the white light with closed eyes 
and doing slow, deep breathing. 

By using these techniques I was able to 
stay nearly 100 percent focused and play 
very well, exceeding my expectations for 
quality of play at the tournament. While it 
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was tiring to do this in a 
nonphysical sense, it was 
surely effective. Most 
definitely, body/mind! 
spirit was sparking there. 

Joy Belle Conrad-Rice 
Seattle, Wash. 

A greater love 
I have been thinking recently about my 

mother, who is most incredibly dear to me, 
and of how she has led me so gently to my 
God. 

My relationship with my mother has 
always been close. When I was in 
elementary school and high school, I came 
home every day to find my mother available 
and interested in a recounting of the events 
of my day. Whenever I showed up she was 
there to spend 45 minutes together over toast 
or cookies in the kitchen before I was off to 
do my homework. 

And I told her everything. Her interest 
and acceptance of it all was constant. As I 
became older I told her all the uproariously 
funny dirty jokes I'd heard. She never 
blanched. (Sometimes she did tell me what 
they meant, if I wanted to know. And 
frequently I was disgusted or appalled. But 
she never was!) 

As I look back on it now, my recollection 
is that I never asked about her day. And that 
seems odd. But it never felt odd then. 

I got married at age 19 and moved farther 
and farther away from the East Coast home 
of my parents. When I hit the West Coast 
and they hit their mid-60s, I realized I 
wanted to see more of them, so I moved 
back East again. So, over the past I 7 years 
Mom and I took time to renew the 
expression of our loving appreciation of 
each other. 

But Mom is also suffering from 
Alzheimers, and about ten years ago she 
started losing her ability to express herself 
verbally. More recently she became virtually 
unable to express herself in writing. She 
continued, however, to demonstrate her love 
and delight with her gestures and her face, 
so I felt she was still with me. 

About five years ago I began a weekly 
ritual of writing to Mom-a one-way 
correspondence. I sent her summaries of my 
activities, wandering deliberati·ons over 
personal choices, and recountings of family 
dilemmas. 

Last June Mom fell down some stairs 
and is no longer able to understand much at 
all. I contemplated ceasing my writing. I 
decided, however, that Mom, who had 
saved all my letters on her dresser, might 
recognize that omission on some level and 
feel I was saying she no longer counted. So I 

have continued to write to her, sending a 
sentence or a paragraph, often with a picture. 
And her caretakers read them to her. I doubt 
she is cognizant of the content. 

What is impressing me these days is that 
as my mother retreats from my life, I have 
begun writing to God in more depth and 
with more confidence. (Some might call it 
')ournaling," but for me it is always in letter 
form.) 

I have come to feel that the last great gift 
my Mom is giving me is this one. That she 
exemplified for me in all those years of my 
growing into maturity a constant acceptance 
and love that I could touch and believe in. 
And that her growing silence is the way she 
has been weaning me from her finite love to 
a greater Love. 

Many days I start a letter to God. What is 
different is that sometimes I don't actually 
need to write it. 

Penny Yunuba 
Jamaica Plain, Mass. 

An expanding perception 
There is a landmark memory I have as a 

ten-year-old child. I remember being in a 
playhouse my Dad made for us kids out of 
old appliance crates. I sat quietly, deep in 
reverie, seeking to be in touch with beings 
from other planets. Nobody in my life ever 
talked about life "out there." I hadn' t read 
about life on other planets that wasn't 
regarded as science fiction. And there I was 
welcoming contact, which I was clear was 
there. 

It's been three decades and my deeply 
felt experience to reach out to be in touch to 
an expanding perception of life is still with 
me. I've found myself in like-minded 
company with some people from my 
Friends meeting. In our similar and peculiar 
leading, we have come together as a group 
to make contact in the spirit of peace and 
friendship. We call ourselves Friends 
Committee on Outworld Relations, or 
FCOR. 

Ifthere are those friends who feel led to 
become educated, instrumental, or simply 
share their personal experience of real 
contact with otherworld craft or visitors, 
there is a body of friendly ambassadors who 
are building a bridge, and who welcome 
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Viewpoint 

This Is My Story 
Here is my answer to Jenny (FJ Jan.) 

in which she requested articles for non
Quakers aspiring to Quakerism, those 
who struggle with whether they are 
"good" enough to feel comfortable 
among Quakers. 

I t was the summer of 1986. I was walk 
ing down Alcott St. on my way to the 
train station. I took this seven-block 

walk every day, and as I walked I would 
look at the trees, flowers, houses, and 
people who inhabit this neighborhood of 
Philadelphia. 

I noticed an old man sitting on a bench. 
By the appearance of his clothes and the 
growth of stubble on his face, I knew him 
as one of the hundreds (thousands?) of 
homeless in the city. What stood out about 
this particular man, however, was the fact 
he was sitting in a pool of dried blood. 

As I looked at him, he lifted his head 
and opened his eyes. He looked at me 
with weariness and entreaty. "He's 
dying," I thought. 

And I walked right past him and went 
on my way to work, the same as I did 
everyday. 

Throughout the day, I kept thinking 
about him. I kept thinking about his eyes. 
I didn't consider myself a Christian, but I 
kept having the feeling I had looked at the 
eyes of Jesus, the eyes of Christ. I had 
experienced a wordless communion with 
a dying man that I did not understand, 
and as the day progressed I felt a heavy 
sadness. 

On my way home that evening I went 
past the spot where the old man had been. 
The bench was there, but he was gone. 

interest and experience. (FCOR c/o Dicken, 
24 Tacoma St., Asheville, NC 28801.) 

. and chocolate 

Diane Rhoades 
Asheville, N.C. 

I was pleased to see all the sensible 
answers (but one) in the Feb. issue to your 
request (FJDec. 1994) for what Friends 
think about the use of the words dark and 
light in your pages. 

As I look out my window early these 
mornings as day is dawning I am impressed 
with the beauty of the dark, nay, almost 
black, tree trunks against the lightening sky. 
I still can see a few stars twinkling. How 
could I see this beauty of contrast without 
both dark and light? What happened to 
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The blood had been washed away. I walked 
home. 

That man changed my life. After the event, 
I sat down to think about myself. What had 
happened to me, that I could walk past a 
dying man without a skip in my heartbeat? 
Did I like who I had become? Could I change 
who I had become? I decided to try. 

I decided to volunteer at a shelter for 
homeless men called "My Brother's House." 
Every Wednesday for six months I went there. 
I washed dishes, cooked and served meals, 
and started talking to the men. Slowly, I started 
to feel better about myself. 

I also started talking to the other volunteers 
and employees at the shelter. Through an 
acquaintance there, I found out about the 
Friends Center in Philadelphia. While looking 
for information there, I picked up some 
handouts on Quakerism. 

I liked what I read in these pamphlets, so I 
went to a meeting for worship. I liked that too. 
I especially liked the belief of Friends that 
"there is that of God in everyone." If there is 
something of God in everyone, I thought, 
there must be something of God in me. I felt 
grateful that God had led me to this gentle 
place. 

For months I attended meeting for worship, 
went to Attenders Committee meetings, and 
read Faith and Practice. I made a fiiend in my 
neighborhood who was a Quaker, and I was 
impressed with her generosity. I also admired 
Friends' conviction in self-empowerment and 
global responsibility. But mostly lloved that 
here was a whole group of people who believed 
in God, believed they could communicate 
directly with God, and believed we all have 
something of God in us. 

That's when the doubts started. I admired 

"black is beautiful" of a few years ago? 
Couldn't dark be beautiful too? I can think 
of no other words to adequately describe the 
difference between day and night. I choose 
to wear darker clothes in the winter time and 
lighter ones in the summer; am 1 more 
racially insensitive in one season than 
another? I also love to see the new light 
spring growth of leaves against the darker 
evergreens and the trunks of trees, which 
often look black after a rain. I am reminded 
that flowers come in many sizes, shapes, 
and colors. I have seen almost black tulips 
and lovely, very dark purple irises. It does 
not mean that one is more beautiful than 
another, just different. Though we may have 
our preferences. Beauty, they say, is in the 
eye of the beholder. 

Our extreme revisionism tendency 
bothers me, as it does Jane Snyder (FJ Feb.). 
So many good and useful words seem to be 

everyone so much that I couldn't figure 
out how I could ever fit in. In order to 
become a Quaker, I reasoned, I would 
have to drastically change who I was
and I couldn't do that. I'm just not that 
good a person, I thought. So I quit going 
to meeting. 

Several months later, however, I 
noticed I was feeling more and more 
depressed. Life did not seem rich and full 
of color. I walked through my days, 
constantly looking for-what? I didn't 
know. One day I asked myself, "Are you 
happy like this?" The answer was a clear 
no. I knew I had to go back to the Friends. 

Understand, I didn't go back because 
I now felt "good enough" to be a Quaker; 
I still couldn't quite figure out what God 
wanted me to do in that role. No, I went 
back only because I felt so strongly that 
God wanted me to. 

I have been a Quaker for eight years 
now and I still struggle with trying to 
figure out what God wants of me in that 
role. I still feel strange when I identify 
myself as a Quaker. 

Do I try to follow God's leadings for 
me? Yes. 

Is there "that of God" in me? Yes. 
Am I "good enough" to be a Quaker?" 

Yes! 
There is a salutation, "Namaste," 

which, loosely translated, means "The 
God in me bows to the God in you." 

To Jenny, who aspires to be a Quaker, 
"Namaste." 

To the old man sitting on a bench
thank you. 

Judith Dutton-Shen 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

in question these days. I have a fiiend whose 
parents evidently thought of her as a 
wonderful baby and named her "Gay." I 
hope they do not regret it. Then there are 
those "queer Quakers." It used to be, 
"everyone is queer except thee and me and 
thou art a little bit." 

I hate to admit it in these pages, but I do 
have a color prejudice. I prefer brown bread, 
brown sugar, brown eggs, brown rice; I love 
wild rice which is almost black, and worse 
yet, dark chocolate. 

Jane Morgan 
Yell ow Springs, Ohio 

A possible change? 
Once the term "non-Friend" caused an 

attender in Princeton (N.J.) Meeting to feel 
insulted. He interpreted it to mean "enemy." 
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It's in the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 
queries; I've also seen it used in FRIENDs 
JOURNAL. 

"Attender," "non-Quaker," or "smaii-F 
friend" don't always give the shade of 
meaning a person wants to express. Does 
anyone else have a suggestion for a change? 
Or am I the only one who doesn't like the 
expression "non-Friend''? 

Mary Loomis Wilson 
State College, Pa. 

Prayerful seeking 
At the Fall Gathering, Vassalboro 

Quarter, gay and lesbian Friends held a 
worship sharing, observed by others at the 
gathering, on the effect that being gay and 
lesbian in Friends meeting has in our lives. 
ln the manner of a "fish bowl," there was no 
dialogue with those observing. There was, 
however, much sharing informally 
afterwards. The event was prOIJlpted by a 
desire to address stresses that have 
developed in such a way as to acknowledge, 
but not to increase, those stresses. This 
required significant planning and prayerful 
seeking. 

Susan Lathrop 
Searsport, Maine 

No CO provisions 
In my opinion this country's draft laws 

should make no provision for conscientious 
objection. And those who base resistance to 
military conscription on such grounds 
should be subject to criminal prosecution. I 
say this not because I oppose the peace 
testimony but because I support it so 
fervently. 

Friends must remember that when 
Quakers or others oppose war, we are only 
doing what God has demanded of all 
Christians-both explicitly through the Ten 
Commandments, and implicitly through the 
example of His son, Jesus Christ. God is the 
source of this position, not the Religious 
Society of Friends, and certainly not the 
U.S. government. 

Unfortunately, all this tends to become 
obscured by draft laws that recognize 
conscientious objector status. Suddenly, our 
duty to God becomes a privilege for which 
the government sets the standards. This not 
only takes the moral grandeur out of the 
whole CO business, but makes it a lot harder 
to set an example. It is, remember, standard 
Selective Service practice to ''track" CO 
applicants separately from other registrants. 
Separate swearings-in are held for those 
considered likely to refuse, lest other 
inductees witness their refusal. 
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In the end, legal conscientious objection 
serves the government's ends by quieting 
those who claim to be pacifists. If Friends 
truly value peace, the very least we can do is 
treat our fellow citizens to the spectacle of 
God's people being dragged off to prison for 
obeying his commandments. Others have 
done much more. 

Benefit of therapy 

Mark E. Dixon 
Wayne, Pa. 

At the age of 19, I was sexually attacked 
in a public building at my college. The 
details are graphic, and I do not wish to 
share them here. 1 will say that I was left 
scared and dazed and feeling totally 
powerless. 

Unfortunately, in the 1970s in that small 
rural town there was no such thing as a 
woman's center or a rape-crisis hotline. The 
college chaplain, with whom I was close, 
did not have the experience or the resources 
to support me adequately, so I turned 
inward. I knew no other way. 

It took several other scarring experiences 
and a bigger community before I found the 
necessary resources to start healing. A good 
counselor was a critical component in this 
process. 1 am positive that the affirmation, 
support, and constancy of a trained 
professional helped to get me where I am 
now. 

I read with great interest and sadness 

about the experiences of the Kerman family 
(FJ March). I acknowledge their decision to 
choose the path which they feel works best 
for them, but Hannah's way did not work for 
me. 

I am troubled that there was no 
accompanying article on the benefit of 
ther.apy, support groups, and other forms of 
treatment and healing in the same issue as 
the Kermans' articles. When I was young, 
scared, and hurting, a discussion of a wide 
range of healing options would have been a 
great blessing. I am sure there are many 
people who feel the same way today. 

Linda Goldstein 
Charlottesville, Va. 

The Kermans let each family member 
choose whether or not to seek counseling 
and relied on their daughter's "inner 
wisdom" to heal herself. For any other 
individuals or families who have 
experienced the horror of sexual abuse, I 
strongly recommend a different approach: 
get professional help from a qualified 
therapist. 

I was sexually abused as a child and 
entered therapy a few years ago. Last year I 
realized that my abuser had also molested 
my daughter, a pre-teen, when she was 
much younger. My husband and I took her 
to a child therapist even though she 
protested strongly. If she had been given a 
choice, she would not have gone because 
she was so scared and insecure. We felt that 
it was our duty as her parents to make the 
decision for her. 

After only six months of therapy, she is a 
new person. She is no longer crippled by 
fear, shyness, and low self-esteem. Instead 
of being quiet and withdrawn around 
everyone outside her family, she is relaxed 
and happy, as full of life as any other child. I 
knew we had made the right decision when 
she recently told me, "Mom, I'm glad I went 
to therapy. I sure like myself a lot more 
now." 

Anonymous 

FRIENDS JouRNAL welcomes Forum con
tributions. Please try to be brief so we 
may include as many as possible. Limit 
letters to 300 words, Viewpoint to 1,000 
words. Addresses are omitted to main
tain the authors' privacy; those wishing 
to correspond directly with authors may 
send letters to FRIENDS JoURNAL to be 
forwarded. Authors' names are not to be 
used for personal or organizational so
licitation. - Eds. 
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Dear Jenny, 
In our January Porum, a 
contributor requested "more 
articles for non-Quakers who 
aspire to Quakerism but 
struggle with whether they 
are 'good' enough or 
'committed' enough to be a 
true Quaker . ... " Many of our 
readers were touched by her 
question. Here are their 
responses. - Eds. 

To One Aspiring 
to Quakerism 

by John Kriebel 

J enny, your expression about aspir
ing to Quakerism seems to me to 
imply that being a Friend is some 

state of perfec.tion or sainthood. I hope 
you don't mean that. Like any other relig
ion it is only one way (made up of many 
individual paths) to know God or God's 
will fqr you. 

Do you call yourself an atheist? There 
are a few Friends, I believe, who do. If 
they attend meeting I assume it is for 
other reasons than communion with God. 
Perhaps they see humanitarian reasons 
for our testimonies. 

Would you call yourself an agnostic? 
I'm sure we have many among us. At 
least they are open to the possibility and 
must get something from our meeting for 
worship. Revelation continues. We can 
all continue to make our own spiritual 
discoveries. 

Do you believe iti cosmic forces but 
not a personal God or creator? There's 
room for you here. Many scientists, in
cluding Einstein and Fritjof Capra, have 
recognized power or forces beyond the 
grasp of science, at least at this time. They 
seek to explain what may be unexplain
able in scientific terms. Some, like Howard 
Brinton and Thomas Kelly, were led to a 
spiritual quest. 

Do you call yourself a Christian? What 
does that mean to you? Following Jesus' 
teachings and example? That's a "tough 
act to follow," ifl may be irreverent for a 
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moment. I know I can't achieve that in 
this lifetime. But one can try. Where could 
you find a better role model even if you 
don't achieve perfection? 

I confess to being uncomfortable 
around evangelists. When I told that to a 
friend of mine, he suggested that I 
wouldn't have liked George Fox, who 
disrupted worship in the "steeple houses." 
He might be right. I have to admit, how
ever, that our unprogrammed meetings 
have not harvested great numbers of mem
bers because we don't proselytize. If one 
looks back to our founders, many of them 

were out preaching and winning fol
lowers. I'm not recommending this but 
simply pointing to a fact. But Fox didn't 
simply preach the gospel and ask oth
ers to blindly follow him. God had 

spoken to him in a vision. He asked oth
ers, "What canst thou 
say?" or, as I under
stand it, "What has 
God said to thee?" 

Perhaps we of the 
silent worship per
suasion convince 
more by example, by 
our social action, and 
by waiting for that 
still small voice, than 
through ministry . 
Some people join us 
for that reason. But 
our witness should 
come from the 
depths of the spirit 
as an expression of 
our beliefs. 

Why do you "as
pire" to be a Quaker? 
What inspires you 
about Quakerism? 
What is keeping you 
from it? You men
tion commitment. 
What kind of com
mitment do you see 
as required and why 
is it so difficult for 
you to undertake? 
We don't seek, or at 
least expect to 
achieve, perfection 
in this lifetime. 

One of our key 

testimonies, but not the only one, is the 
peace testimony. I heard one attender at 
our meeting say she could never call her
self a pacifist; she didn't know what she 
would do if someone attacked her family. 
Do any of us, really? We know what we 
would like to do or like not to do, but can 
we say with certainty, "I will never use 
violence"? It's hard to know until it hap
pens. I hope it never does. 

But suppose you would rise to the de
fense of an innocent child or other victim 
of brutality and violence. We need not 
encourage that or excuse it in advance, 
but is that the same as condoning war? 
Must I say, "Because I might do violence 
to someone attacking an innocent person 
under some unforeseen circumstance, then 
I'm not a pacifist and I can' t oppose war 
or become a Friend"? I don't think so. 
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During World War II, though I was a 
birthright Friend, I didn' t follow the peace 
testimony, as my brothers did. I entered 
the navy. In terms of serving humanity, 
they did more than I. They worked in 
hospitals and fought forest fires, to name 
just two areas of service. As I look back at 
the time when the war broke out, I don' t 
see how the world's democracies could 
have acted any differently. Mahatma 
Gandhi didn't have a worldwide follow
ing. We didn't have people like Martin 
Luther King, Jr., to lead us with enough 
nonviolent followers to stop the dictators. 
Had the seeds of peace been sown after 
World War I by governments and paci
fists, it might not have happened. I'm not 
trying to justifY WW II, or any war. I just 
realize, the older I get, how things be
come gray rather than black and white. 
What does your conscience tell you to do 
or not to do? 

After WW II and Hiroshima, I op
posed all wars. I still do. Yet there are 
times when I must ask myself, if I had the 
power to stop the United States from de
fending itself against an enemy aggres
sor, would I? Could I let innocent people 
die? It isn't always possible to get people 
to adopt nonviolent alternatives in the 
face of violence. 

This is the dilemma early Friends faced 
in governing Pennsylvania and defending 
our borders against the French as well as 
Native Americans, who were angry about 
the settlements on their land. Friends had 
to get out of government or become hypo
crites in one of two ways: either let set
tlers die by not letting arms go through, or 
go against their principles and raise a 
militia to protect them. 

I love Edward Hicks 'sPeaceable King
dom painting. Why? The quotation on 
which he based his paintings (Isa. 11 : 1-3, 
6, 9) is unrealistic, naive, impossible. How 
could a lion, unless it had just fed on 
another animal, lie down with a lamb? 
How could a little child safely lead them? 
Can't we know that this is ''the impos
sible dream" and yet let it inspire us to 
better lives? Can't it symbolize a world in 
which intelligent human beings who need 
not prey on each other to survive can, and 
someday might, stop killing? 

I don' t know if you have seen Faith 
and Practice ofPhiladelphia Yearly Meet
ing or of one of the other yearly meetings. 
It's worth reading. It's not a creed, but it's 
as close as Friends get to a creed; and to 
join, you don' t have to follow it rigidly. 

Think about the meaning of testimo
nies like living simply. If you don't have 
much to begin with, it's a lot easier. lnci-
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dentally, it fits in with an ecologically 
sound lifestyle. 

Do you believe you can receive guid
ance for your daily life through prayer or 
meditation as well as from many books
including, but not limited to, the Bible? 

I was a birthright Friend for about 40 
years. When I saw that I wasn't living my 
beliefs, I left. Many years later I found a 
little paperback book that spoke to me. It 
was the first book I read about the near 
death experience. Many of the cases were 
of children who had been declared le
gally dead. Each had had similar experi
ences of a spiritual world with a loving 
Being of Light or a departed relative. 
Some children said they had met Jesus. 
Later I read many articles about it. 

Friends don' t talk much about an af
terlife, in my experience, but I came to it 
myself. Once I realized, to my satisfac
tion, that there is a caring, loving "Being 
of Light" I am not ashamed to call God, I 
gave up my agnosticism and knew I 
needed to come back to my roots. I no 
longer have any doubts about a God or 
the value of this mystical religion of Quak
erism. I returned as an enthusiastic and 
convinced Friend. Since then I have had 
further personal revelations, which only 
add to my convincement. 

I don't ask you to believe these things. 
I'm just sharing my own awakenings. 

Perhaps another question you must ask 
yourself is, how important is this "tuning 
in to God"? To use a materialistic and 
perhaps anthropomorphic metaphor, God 
is "broadcasting" all the time. We just 
need to find the frequency and tune in to 
it. And we can. Prayers may be answered 
in ways we don't recognize. 

You won't have my experiences. Each 
of us finds his or her own way. See if you 
can get into a Quakerism 1 01 course. Get 
a Quaker bibliography. Read how our 
founders' witnessing came from the 
promptings of the Spirit. Ask questions 
but keep searching, reading, worshiping, 
praying or meditating, and listening; above 
all, listening and watching for leadings. 
Then you will discover what you must do. 
Our witness (actions) should come from 
the Inner Light or inner voice, which is 
''that of God in everyone." 

I hope you join us. We need seekers. 
[J 

A birthright Friend who left the Society for 
some years, John Kriebel is a member of 
Chambersburg (Pa.) Meeting. 

From the Inside 
Out 

by Wayne A. Gilbert 

Jlenny's simple request touched me 
because until recently I felt some
how unworthy, unqualified, or un

authorized to ever be "a true Quaker." 
Although I do not always feel fully confi
dent in my Quakerness and look for guid
ance to more seasoned Friends, those feel
ings of inadequacy now generally serve 
as reminders to trust the truths I recently 
discovered, trust as a child trusts her little 
hand to the massive fist of her loving 
father. 

I came to Quakerism in the summer of 
1991 at the invitation of an attender friend. 
The very first meeting for worship was 
like a bubbling cold bath of fresh spring 
water after 40-plus years oflife in a spiri
tual desert. 

I was raised by faithful Methodist par
ents and attended Sunday school and wor
ship regularly, even obsessively. I went 
to church camps and educational insti
tutes and youth groups. I served on com
mittees and even assisted the pastor dur
ing worship, once completely taking over 
when he was ill. I recall long thinking 
sessions in which I agonized over troub
ling biblical stories and theological in
congruities. All before I was 18. 

I attended a church-related college in 
preparation for the ministry, and eventu
ally graduated from an accredited, mod
erately liberal divinity school. I served 
briefly as a pastor, but left before I could 
be ordained. I became a teacher, but stayed 
active at every level of a small, suburban 
Congregational (UCC) church where, for 
almost 20 years, I sang in the choir, served 
on boards and committees, filled pulpits, 
taught religious education classes of all 
kinds, and attended thousands of liturgi
cal, social, and other events. 

I was in every way the ultimate in
sider-experienced, trained, authorized, 
official. But I never felt "at home." I 
never "fit in." My entire religious life, 
which happens to have coincided with 
my entire biological life, was lived from 
the outside in. I was always trying to 
internalize doctrines, stories, beliefs, and 
attitudes I'd been taught. I spent over 40 
years trying to mold and fold and sculp
ture myself, my inner life, to be in "har
mony" with an external laundry list of 
orthodoxies and taboos. I'd spent my re
ligious life desperately trying to be "good" 
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and "committed" enough to be ''true." 
I couldn't do it 
I left the church. It was my first act of 

faith born of my own inner Light. 
My family and I became regular 

attenders at a Quaker meeting. I found the 
silence profoundly inviting (and occasion
ally terrifYing). The spoken ministry I 
heard almost always inspired and relieved 
and challenged me. I had the first truly 
spiritual experiences of my life. 

Meanwhile, I bought and read Quaker 
books. I read journals, novels, letters, his
tories, devotional materials, spiritual clas
sics, and pamphlets. I devoured George 
Fox, John Woolman, Thomas Kelly, 
Rufus Jones, Howard Brinton, and John 
Punshon. I attended classes and retreats. I 
wanted to learn all I could; and all I learned 
made me want more! 

You can probably see, I was still prac
ticing my old religion- looking outside 
for ways to shape the inside, forcing ex
ternal beliefs and ideas and events into 
my head and, I hoped, into my heart. I still 

wanted to achieve or attain "authoriza
tion." I still wanted to be ''true." 

Luckily for me, Quaker writers and 
witnesses kept turning me back upon 
myself, turning me inside to my own ex
perience and authority and Light. 

Then it happened. 
The meeting I'd just joined after at

tending three years broke into hostile fac
tions. Even wise and seasoned Friends 
walked away, took sides, or acted as be
wildered as I felt. My new family, I 
thought, turned out to be as dysfunctional 
as all the others to which I had belonged. 

I realized immediately that Quaker 
meetings cannot be immune to the over
whelming idiocy and insanity of our sur
rounding culture. But this environmental/ 
contextual insight wasn't very helpful. 

As the meeting disintegrated, I won
dered what Quaker methods and prac
tices should apply. I wondered how I 
could help apply them, since I was only 
recently "convinced." I wondered how 
Quakers should actually behave in this 

cauldron of conflict. 

AT MEmNG FOR WORSHIP 
As the meeting 

deteriorated further, 
I had to leave for a 
while. Even meeting 
for worship became 

The slender stalk of your stillness 
with Its unfolding leaves 

may blossom, In Its own time. 

From the seed 
along the length of your waiting 
a blossom may be forming, 
may come, luminously opening 
speaking of Silence 
speaking In lustrous, previously 
unlmaglned ways. 

Asyourhu~lde~ 

with all Its maze like history 
evaporated Into the dewy 
freshness of this morning 
you may draw on 
what Is deeper than the 
you who will soon walk 
through the door, 
what Is wider than the view 
from any window In 

a meetinghouse. 

-Ruth Winifred Dahlke 
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Ruth Winifred Dahlke 
is a member of 
Richmond (Va.) 
Meeting. 

intolerable. It was 
then I felt especially 

lost, disoriented, and 
isolated. It was then 
I felt my trust mis
placed. I was tor
tured by feelings of 
incompetence, im
potence, and inad
equacy. I felt be
trayed. I felt angry. 
Friends, it seemed, 
were no better than 
those in any other 
all-too-human or-

ganization anywhere. 
But, I thought, I was so sure about my 

decision to join the Religious Society of 
Friends! And I still felt "convinced" that 
the Spirit had led me to Friends! How 
could God have made such a mistake! 

I swear that before the word "mistake" 
was out of my anguished inner mouth, I 
heard a chuckle. The chuckle felt some
thing like this: You are a Friend-from 
inside out-and your Friendness does not 
depend in any way on membership in a 
meeting. Everyone's a Quaker, a Friend
at all times. 

I realized that if I thought being a 
Quaker meant measuring up to and/or 
internalizing some external code or dogma 
or any other criteria for "membership," 
then I had missed the Friendly point en-
tirely. . 

Quakerism is a way ofbeing with God, 
not of being in some "steeplehouse," to 
use George Fox's term. Being a Friend 
never means living up to some standard 
or another, but living outward from that 
Light of God in all of us. It doesn't re
quire "authorization"; it requires silence, 
humility, and patience. That's all. 

.Even now I want to apologize for be
ing so fresh- such a novice speaking with 
the same authority as seasoned, birthright 
Friends, or George Fox, or, perhaps, of 
Christ himself! 

Precisely. 
The truths of Friends 

do not come from with
out, but from within. 

Ira Progoff, the 
Jungian depth psycholo
gist who developed a 
therapeutic journal-keep
ing method, wondered 
after his participation in 
World War II what 
would happen if all the 
holy, sacred texts ofhu
mankind were destroyed. 
After the devastation of 
the war, such a concern 
seems entirely reason

able. Progoff agonized over this possibil
ity, anticipating that the loss of all the 
world's scripture would mean the devas
tating end of what little human civiliza
tion remained. 

He became convinced, however, that 
should such a catastrophe actually occur, 
the texts would not be lost, but be rewrit
ten "from the saine great source out of 
which the old ones came." "Each human 
soul contains a Bible within itself," and 
"each person contains the possibility of 
new spiritual events and awarenesses tak-
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ing place in his and her own experience." 
These seem Friendly insights to me, and I 
hold them in the Light. 

A Quaker Wannabe-Maybe 
To be "good and committed enough to 

be a true Quaker" is not to be a Quaker at 
all. Friends sit quietly and listen. Friends 
attempt to recognize and honor that of 
God in everyone. The Inner Light autho
rizes itself and one's experience of it. No 
Bible or priest or tribunal. No scholar or 
doctrine or edifice of any kind can stamp 
us with approval. None but the still, small 
voice within of the one, true God. 

That's it. 
Only God "authorizes," and it's done 

from within. 
It's that simple. Really. CJ 

WayneA. Gi/bertjoinedMountain View Meet
ing in Denver, Colorado, last June. He is an 
English instructor at a local community col
lege. 

DEEP CALLS TO DEEP 

by Peter Fuchs 

T here are three potential obstacles 
to my becoming a Quaker by 
convincement: Judaism, Zen Bud

dhism, and agnosticism. One of my ques
tions is, must Quakers accept the divinity 
of Jesus Christ? Additionally, I wonder, 
even if the answer is "no," can an agnos
tic become a Quaker? However, I sus
pect, being Jewish is my biggest obstacle. 
I consider myself more than a "cultural 
Jew," e.g., one who likes bagels and cream 
cheese with the New York Times on Sun
days, understands a smattering of Yid
dish, and feels some solidarity with Jews 
throughout the world. I have celebrated 

my Bar Mitzvah, at
tended temple on the 
High Holidays for the 
last 45 or more years, 
and have read Jewish 
theologians such as 
Rabbi Abraham J. 
Hesche! and Martin 
Buber. 

Ironically, Buber's 1-
Thou philosophy also 
gives me a way into 
Quakerism. Buber be
lieved that our every
day relationships were 
mainly in the realm of 
l-It, wherein we do not 
treat people as people 
but as objects to ma
nipulate, e.g., we see 

From long, slow silences, we draw our strength 
as women drawing water from a well, 
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cool and rew.,..lng In the dust of day. , 
Deep calls to deep, 
and from the all-encompassing, creative source 
a new awareness of forgotten faiths. 
Fresh pattems form, 
true purpose Is made plain. 
Ripples of surface restlessness are stilled. 
For an Indefinable 
measureless moment out of time, 
we live. 
- Alice Mackenzie Swaim 

A native of Scotland, 
Alice Mackenzie 
Swaim lives in 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

our waitress as only one who brings us 
food, not as a woman who may have a 
sick child at home, a mortgage to pay, 
attends art school, and likes late-night, 
old-time movies. Buber advocates devel
oping I-Thou relationships. The primary 
example of an I-Thou relationship is God 
meeting a human being. But Buber 
stressed we can have 1-Thou relation
ships with living things-trees as well as 
human beings. The 1-Thou relationship 
involves really listening to one another 
and responding out of the depth of our 
being. An authentic sharing which Buber 
sometimes referred to as "meeting on the 
edge" in the space between the two per
sons. Buber believed that we are not en
capsulated individuals but have the ca
pacity to change and grow through genu
ine dialogue. This space between two 
people in dialogue seems to me similar to 
the meaningful silence at meetings. 

While my parents and grandparents 
are all dead, if they were still alive they 
would view my wish to become a Quaker 
as odd at best and a betrayal at worst. It is 
this sense of betrayal that troubles me. I 
know that Hitler dreamed of a world free 
from "vermin Jews." If I become a 
Quaker, do I have to give up being Jew
ish? And if so, isn't that a tiny step to
wards handing Hitler a posthumous vic
tory? (Am I being too dramatic here?) 

As with Martin Buber, Thich Nhat 
Hanh is probably more a way into rather 
than an obstacle to Quakerism. His gentle 
teaching of the importance of paying at
tention to our breath, meditation, trying to 
live in the present moment, looking deeply 
into things and people with a heart full of 
compassion, seem compatible with fol
lowing the Light Within. 

I am in a spiritual formation group at 
the Alexandria (Va.) Meeting. It gives me 
pause to realize that I have yet to fmd a 
Quaker text that speaks to me as deeply as 
those ofThich Nhat Hanh or other West
em Buddhist practitioners. Yet our meet
ing had a wonderful educational series on 
Buddhist philosophy and meditation prac
tices, and the leader pennitted me to do an 
experiential presentation of Thich Nhat 
Hanh 's meditation/prayers. 

Despite my reservations, here are some 
of the reasons I am still interested in in
vestigating Quakerism. The Friends I have 
met have almost all been gentle and wel
coming. I do not feel that I am rejected 
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because of my questions or doubts. It is a 
pleasure to sit in silent worship and know 
the fellowship of others trying to lead a 
more peaceful life, one committed to be
ing of service to others. I agree with 
Quaker positions (as best I grasp them) 
on peace, against capital punishment, and 
in favor of an expansive view of civil 
rights for minority groups. 

Our meetinghouse is a pre-Civil War, 
simple, white, wood-framed building, with 
plain wooden benches and a wooden floor. 
It seems a fitting place to "put away one's 
social airs" and to come together in sim
plicity for worship. I have volunteered for 
a few jobs: bringing food for fellowship 
hour, and helping to rake leaves on an 
especially rainy December afternoon. I 
sense the satisfaction others have taken in 
dusting •the meetinghouse benches and 
polishing the floors. These simple tasks 
that I and others have done enhance my 
connection to the meeting. 

Perhaps it is ironic that I, a Jew, hap
pen to attend a Christocentric meeting (at 
least, I think it is). Yet, I suspect I am 
more comfortable here than at other "so
cial cause" meetings. While I have al
ways considered myself to be an atheist, 
and more recently an agnostic, my yearn
ing to find and believe in God has been 
strong; sometimes I sense that I may be 
on an alternate path towards the Light. At 
other times, I console myself with the 
thought that if the Light is a beautiful 
illusion, it appears that at least for Friends 
it has been primarily a force for the good
despite some lapses, such as the one writ
ten about by Catherine Peck in "A View 
of the ' Steeple' from Jerusalem" (FJJan.), 
when, during the Hicksite/Orthodox split, 
Friends came to blows, and a clerk, who 
was bodily thrown out the back door of a 
meetinghouse, asked, "What kind of reli
gion is this?" 0 

Peter Fuchs has been a regular attender of 
Alexandria (V a.) Meeting and is a member of 
their spiritual formation group. 
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As Way Opens 

by Lynne Harbert 

! attended my first Friends meeting on 
a bright August morning, edging self
consciously into the furthest back row 

of seats. Outside the meetinghouse, spar
rows bickered noisily in the lilac bushes; 
inside, Friends were chatting in the kitchen 
and putting songbooks on the chairs. 

I don't know exactly what brought me 
· to the Friends meeting that morning. I 
know that in sixth grade I thought I had a 
kind of light, or a candle in my heart, and 
that if I dressed plainly, people would be 
able to see it better. And I knew what 
Quakers looked like because I had seen 
the movie Friendly Persuasion when I 
was a teenager. But I had been raised a 
Lutheran, and Quakers seemed as far from 
real life as fairy tale characters. 

But here I was, and as we settled into 
the silence, the room became soft and 
still, except for the humming of the slowly 
turning ceiling fan and the occasional 
rustle of friends shifting in their seats. I 
was next to the open window, in a chair 
whose cover was slightly concave from 
decades of silent worship. 

It was a perfect morning, a perfect 
Sunday, a perfect First Day ... and in ten 
minutes I was ready to walk. A Friend 
stood up to share a leading on the Gulf 
War: "There are some Friends," he said 
thoughtfully, "who call themselves 
Quakers but who still want to see Saddam 
Hussein killed . . .. " The rest of themes
sage is a blur, but I believe the word 
"hypocrisy" was in it. 

I'm out of here, I thought. If I joined 
the Quakers, I would be one of those 
Friends. In a decade where the destruc
tion of land and people was spiraling out 
of control, I had concluded that peace and 
justice, if they came at all, arrived too late 
to do any good. In my despair, I wanted to 
just wipe out all the bad guys and replace 
them with good guys-and the sooner the 
better. An inauspicious beginning for a 
Quaker. 

I had a few other problems too. Rock 
' n roll, for instance. I was sure that 
Quakers frowned on it, but I needed it: A 
sort of managed wildness was crucial to 
my happiness. I also had a feisty nature 
and was quick to judge. And I was often 
irreverent. All in all, my becoming a 
Quaker seemed a rather chancy proposi
tion, rather like splicing an odd gene into 
a new body. I had what might gently be 
called "concerns." 

These concerns surfaced abruptly 
when, after a year, I asked to become a 
member, and then met with a clearness 
committee. Usually our clearness com
mittees meet with a petitioner only once. 
As we shook hands to say goodbye that 
first evening, however, they said that they 
had best meet with me one more time. 
''Why?" I asked, a kind of "I knew it" 
feeling washing over me. "Well, we had 
such a good time tonight," said the clerk, 
''that we' re not sure you know how seri
ous it is to be a Friend." I wanted to be a 
Friend. The next meeting was far more 
sober, and soon after, I became a Quaker. 

But to my chagrin, becoming a Friend 
did not make me peaceful and wise. I 
found myself not a better person but a 
person more in conflict with myself. On 
the one h~d, I still wanted to wipe out all 
the bad guys; on the other, I began to feel 
a longing for the numinous ways of the 
Spirit, which, let loose in the human heart, 
burned away "right" and ' 'wrong," "good" 
and ''bad," until .only the Truth remained. 

Within this conflict, however, the si
lence, the leadings, the music began to 
have their effect. Our meeting is quite 
fond of the "George Fox Song," with its 
admonition to walk in the Light no matter 
where you go, no matter what you do. I 
loved this song, and was deeply moved 
by its expression of faith. I was also deeply 
mystified by its practice. How did people 
do that anyway? How did they hold their 
tempers in the face of injustice? How did 
they refrain from the perfect retort when 
they just knew someone was being ob
noxious? 

I want to say that it was my relation
ship with the Spirit that answered these 
questions for me, but in truth it was the 
examples of individual Friends that taught 
me the most. One evening, for example, 
two of us were invited to meet with the 
Friends for Lesbian and Gay Concerns 
group. This was during the time that our 
meeting was struggling with the issue of 
same-gender marriage and we were, as a 
body, heading into the storm. As we 
handed dishes around the potluck table, 
one of the group pulled back and shouted 
angrily at the person with me, saying 
something about him that I knew just 
wasn't true. I felt a surge of resentment 
and wanted to defend him. But he did not 
retort. He sat quietly for a moment and 
then replied simply, "You could be right." 

Why, I asked later, had he not spoken 
plainly and met the matter straight? "Be
cause," he said, "I didn't feel that I was in 
a state of grace." Like other Friends in the 
meeting, his relationship with the Spirit 
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came first It was more important than the 
conflict in which he had been placed. 
(What the weighty Friend had said earlier 
about Saddarn Hussein began to come 
into focus.) 

But this incident and many others only 
convinced me that real Quakers had a 
natural inner peacefulness that I was born 
without. Could I ever hope to be an au
thentic Friend if I wasn't one by nature 
already? I was overcome with a desire to 
have a sudden grace fall on me and turn 
me, overnight, into a "real" Quaker: 
Please, God, let me wake up tomorrow a 
Friend. 

Well, it hasn't happened yet It is clear 
to me, in fact, that I may never get ''there" 
at all. At the same time, I am aware that I 
have been changed simply by worshiping 
and working with these Friends. I am 
more peaceful, feel more friendly, have 
actually felt love during conflict, and have 
had the overwhelming, ineffable experi
ence of a gathered meeting. The sense of 
being a Quaker steadily becomes clearer 
to me, like a photographer's print emerg
ing slowly in a darkroom. 

And in the midst of this loving, de
manding faith, I have learned: 

•Being a Quaker is a process, not a 
product 

•As long as it's done gently, being 
honest about who you are is more spiri
tual than trying to act like a spiritual per
son. 

• All that is asked of me is that I wait on 
the Spirit, and then do what is put in front 
of me, no matter how small that might be. 

To be honest, this last one was hard. I 
still wanted to make big changes all at 
once, and would end up feeling inad
equate and frustrated. I tried to quiet my
self by meditating on that wonderful 
Quaker saying, "As Way Opens." But it 
wasn't enough. Too often, I felt like a 
failed Quaker. 

One day, however, a Canadian Friend 
gently rephrased that saying, making me 
feel that it was possible to live with my 
shortcomings, acknowledge my imper
fections, and still call myself a Friend. 

"As Way Opens," he said, "and as best 
I can." CJ 
Lynne Harbert is a mediator and co-clerk of 
Ministry and Counsel at North Columbus 
(Ohio) Meeting. 
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About Being a Friend 
by James Baker 

I n the 1920s my father and his brother, 
Congregationalist settlers from 
England, started a small Sunday wor

ship service near a tiny little farm town in 
western Canada. Strangely, they called it 
"Sunday Meeting," though so far as I 
know, none were Quakers. After some 
time it was thought "scriptural" to be 
associated with other "believers," so they 
voted; there were more Baptists, so it 
became a Baptist gathering. I call it Acci
dental Baptist. We knew that the church 
wasn't the building. The church was my 
parents and the Meldrums and the Teeses 
and the Groses and all the other people in 
the world trying to fmd God and to live as 
if it mattered. We sang the lovely, old 
hymns. Dad played the piano. We studied 
the Bible, prayed, and gently invited oth
ers "into the fold" too. I grew up in that 
small church, mostly happy. I heartily 
disliked wearing a tie around my neck, 
and appreciated the title in the hymnal 
index of one hymn, "Blest Be the Tie 
That Binds." 

My mother's family abounded with 
earnest, friendly Salvation Army people 
who worked in interesting places around 
the world. Her loving persistence still 
moves me when I pick up the tattered, 
read-to-pieces Hurlbut'sStory ofThe Bible 
from which she read to my brother and 
me before we went to sleep. My imagina
tion was populated with all its wonderful 
stories of God and humans trying to love 
and put up with each other. My first "spiri
tual" experience was when I found that 
Jesus was killed. I wept and asked her, 
"Why did they kill him? He helped 
people!"- and early wished to become a 
medical missionary, like some I had heard 
about in family discussions. 

I served my apprenticeship in that little 
band of people. Occasional fiery travel
ing evangelists coming to speak. Daily 
family Bible reading, followed by prayers 
on our knees around the breakfast table. 
Sunday school. Prayer meeting. Early be
ing bored with sermons, though when 
small I wanted to grow up and "preach 
hard, like mister Mundy." But it was all 
others' experience, not mine. Until I was 
12. I was baptized in a lake by immersion. 
I didn't feel different, but that meant I 
could become a member of the church at 
the following monthly communion serv
ice. My father was on rotation as a deacon 
and, as he prayed aloud afterward, he 

started to cry and could not continue. I 
was shocked, for I had never seen him 
cry. I thought, "There must be something 
more to this that I don't know." Little did 
I know. 

In my late teens I left home to go to 
technical school in the big city, and joined 
other young people in a Baptist gathering. 
One Sunday night, coming home alone 
after a meeting, my inner turmoil came to 
a boil. I stopped on the street, shook my 
fist up at God like Tevye in Fiddler on the 
Roof "I've done everything I know to be 
right Other people say they talk to You, 
and You talk to them. Now Y ob either 
talk to me, or You shut up and leave me 
alone." For a split second there was a 
thunderous silence. Then inside my head 
the most beautiful small voice, yet not a 
voice, said, "I've been here all the tirne
I've just been waiting for you to ask." 
And suddenly the God that I had con
structed outside, with a sort of reverse 
explosion, became inside-and has never 
left. I had never asked with my whole 
being before. 

Not a voice, yet sometimes. I call it the 
Pres_ence. Not a light, yet an inner know
ing, an illumination of the soul. Did I 
become perfect? No way. I still make 
every mistake in the book. But when I do, 
the Presence becomes quieter, less dis
tinct. Then I become lonely, not at peace. 
Then I remember the Presence and begin 
to listen again. Now I had a center to my 
life. Possibly the experience that the 
pentecostals call the Baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. Perhaps the illumination described 
by mystics down through the ages. Prob
ably "that of God" described by Friends 
since George Fox. 

After marrying, making several moves 
to different cities, and some church-shop
ping, we actively attended an Anglican 
church. At first I was put off by the large 
wooden statue of a crowned Jesus with 
outstretched, cross-like arms hanging 
above the altar, but I grew to love it when 
I discovered it was the first sculpture of a 
dedicated friend who had contributed it to 
a community-built edifice. 

Parallel to this, through reading The 
Search for Bridey Murphy, we were led 
to the life and work of Edgar Cayce, the 
photographer and devoted Sunday school 
teacher who was sought after for his ad
vice given from a prayer-induced altered 
state of consciousness. This led to a long 
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and richly re
warding experi
ence of private 
and group medi
tation, personal 
journal-keeping, 
working with my 
dreams, and 
eventually to a 
major career and 
life change. 

The medita
tions began by 
focusing, not on 
an unknown 
work or physical 
object, but on an 
"affirmation" or 
phrase of spiritual 
meaning with 
which to occupy 
and bring the 
restless, chatter
ing mind firmly 
into the same di
rection as the 
deep inner intent 
of soul purpose. 
My favorite ' is the 
simple, "Be still, 
and know that I 
am God," from 
Psalm46:10. Re
cently, from a 
friend, I have joy
ously learned to successively truncate it, 
with silences between each phrase. But 
where do Quaker doings fit in all this 
winding trail? Well, I was well prepared 
for silence. 

Over a year-and-a-half ago I ran across 
a pamphlet on inner silence that I picked 
up in the single Quaker meeting I had 
attended many years ago. Reading the 
forgotten pamphlet, I had a sudden and 
quietly insistent urge to seek out a Friends 
meeting to experience the Presence with 
other seekers. I found myself at the nearby 
Downers Grove (Ill.) Friends Meeting
house. To my joy, the greeter at the door 
was an acquaintance I had not known to 
be a Friend, and we had an involuntary 
joyous embrace. I was early, so I ex
plored the pamphlet rack and swprisingly 
attractive library. Then, time for meeting. 

Tears come too easily for me. Like 
now, when I try to wrap words around 
what I want to describe to you, Jenny. 
Tears are one way I know my heart's 
mind. I have found that Friends silence is 
one of the most holy places on earth for 
me-whether it is meeting for worship, 
meeting with a concern for business, or 
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impromptu meeting in a Friend's 
home. One can carry its effect 
around for hours or days or weeks 
at a time: like a buckskin bag of 
everything one needs for life's daily 
travail; like a medicine bag for the 
soul; like the Israelites carried the 
tabernacle around the desert for 
years; like a Light inside. It'~ like 
being at home inside. 

In the mostly silent meeting for 
worship, there may be the occa
sional quiet life-comment by a 
Friend in the silence; the obvious 
concern of all for an angry soul 
trapped in a frozen body in a wheel
chair, or for that of God in a tod
dler, as one Friend said, so thrilled 
with communication that he makes 
frequent quiet comments to his fam
ily, himself, or his toy; the amused 
acceptance of a fire-drill's shrill 
bell breaking the silence, but not 
breaking meeting, for after due ex
cursion outside, the covering fell 
around again like an invisible 
mantle of manna for the soul; the 
heart-rending beauty of two 

THE BENCH AT 
SANTA FE MEmNCI 
After all this time, 

I am reluctant 
to call you just 
a bench. 
In another type 
of meetinghouse, you 

would deserve the title 
of pew. 

But that Is not our way
nor the way of 
those who have 
quietly waited here 
before me, and 

I wonder at the years you 
have sat wide, Inviting 

against these mud thick 
walls washed a simple 
white. 

Your pine 
worn smooth 
the color of honey. 
Dark knots 
now higher than the surface 
remind me of my 
grandmothers' hands. 

Age, spots 
your seat lid 
stretched silently 
thin at the edge, and 

After all this time 
your arms reach out 
saying, 
sit, and I'll give 
you the gift 
of Inner light 
stored within. 

-Lon Risley 

Lon Risley is a 
member of Inland 
Valley Friends 
Meeting in Riverside, 
California. 
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Friends' simple promises to wed each 
other in the company ofloving witnesses. 

I don't know whether meeting is 
Christocentric or Universalist; whether 
there have been splits and divisions and 
differences of opinion down through the 
years; whether there still are. I just don't 
care, because there is something beauti
fully attractive at the center of it all. Per
haps it's in spite of (because of?) an as
tonishing diversity of Friends' back
grounds. As one Friend commented, "We 
just welcome diversity, we fairly wallow 
in it." 

We have just finished an educational 
series, Quakerism 101 and 102, a marvel
lous record of Friends' writings and do
ings down through the years as a counter
point to present Friends' experience. I 
don't like the word Quakerism, or any 
isms or schisms. It feels like a catechism 
or doctrine that one must memorize. I'm 
not even really comfortable with the word 
Quaker. It seems like a label or banner to 
wave. I like Friend. It is simple. It is 
truthful. It is hard won. 

I was attracted by the silence, but I 
discovered that rather than just silence, 
Friends are a seething hotbed of quiet 
social revolutionaries: trying to live in the 
world but not of the world; being stew
ards of resources and of the unfortunate; 
righting wrongs; seeking justice; striving 
for peace. Perhaps this is most evident in 
the astonishing meeting with a concern 
for business. There is worshipfulness and 
gentleness and laughter and determina
tion and dogged persistence and courage 
in facing thorny issues. 

Is Friends' way perfect for me? No. 
But neither am I perfect. I miss the often 
rousing singing of hymns that we used to 
do in other spiritual gatherings. I miss 
hugging and back-rubs and friendly pats. 
(Friends usually content themselves with 

is a real treat. To see the clerk's patient 
skill in bringing Friends' business to an 
acceptable point, then moving on, is like 
watching the waves of a wind roaming 
here and there among a field of ripened 
wheat ready to give its rich blessing of 
food. 

Am I a member? No, I am still an 
attender. Why? Because I never know ifl 
may have to move my domicile, and I am 
not sure what that would mean to my 
continued participation. I participate as 
much as my other commitments permit. 
Will I seek membership? Probably. But I 
never thought of being "good" enough. 
That's a language that does not seem to 
compute in this context. Am I comfort
able? That is a good word to describe 
what I experience: deep-down, inside 
comfort, in the place where my soul lives. 

Jenny, wherever you are, I don't know 
if this helps you or not. My experience is 
not yours, nor should it be. I do know that 
ifyou come and see for yourself, you will 
know whether this is right for you. It may 
be soon or it may take time. Be patient. 
Take one step at a time. Listen inside. 
Maybe you are a Friend. That of God in 
you knows. 0 

James Baker is an attender at Downers Grove 
(Ill.) Meeting. 

a warm handshake and a smile.) There 
are subtle, unspoken rules and pressures. .., 
If pushiness exists, it is so discreet that it ~ 
may not even be present. Overt emotion ·~ ~!!!!!!!!!!II 
is neither encouraged nor discouraged, ~ ~ 
though tears are not unknown, and never 
laughed at. 

What keeps me? The holy silence. 
Friends' implicit trust in that of God in 
each other person. Simplicity. Participa
tion. It is easy to be joyful in the presence 
of Friends. The queries. I have never en
countered a spiritually oriented group who 
did not have answers to everything. In
stead, Friends ask questions-of them
selves and of each other. They truly seek. 
Even if they disagree, which is a lot of the 
time. Meeting with a concern for business 
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Seeking the 
Presence 

by John C. Morgan 

T he philosopher Soren Kierkegaard 
never claimed to be a Christian, but 
always on the way to becoming 

one. In the same way, I suspect, I am not a 
Quaker, but have been on the way to 
becoming one most of my sojourn on this 
planet. 

Before my family moved to the sub
urbs, I attended a private school in West 
Philadelphia, which began each morning 
with a few moments of silent worship. 
Though I have long ago forgotten what 
else I learned in that school, those mo
ments of prayerful quietness stayed with 
me. Whenever I could, I returned to meet
ing for worship to remember and renew 
the presence of God-for that is what I 
think this gift of silence was about, and 
what I found so lacking in other churches. 

Over the years, I have come to find 
great strength from the witness ofF riends, 
past and present, and a sense that I know 
that in the midst of suffering, I will dis
cover Friends doing what they can to 
help. Because Friends keep to the vision 

of God within each 
person, and perhaps 
all creation, and be
cause they live this 
truth in acts of com
passion and service, 
I am drawn to this 
community as a 
flower drawn to 
sunlight. Were it 
not for Quakers, I 
would long ago 
have given up any 
hope that the teach
ings and life of 
Jesus still had 
meaning today. Not 
that other religious 
groups do not live 

the teachings of Jesus-they do; but only 
Friends have spoken to my heart of the 
great, unspeakable joy that comes from 
God alone and the terrible burden of be
ing children oflight in a world that can be 
violent. 

Although not a Friend, I have nonethe
less stayed in touch with Friends over the 
years, either by attending meeting when 
that is possible or in other ways. Though a 
stranger, I have always felt at home among 
Friends, and when I could not attend meet-
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ing, felt a deep pull drawing me home
ward. 

I keep a painting I did of the old tree 
outside the windows of the meetinghouse 
in Media, Pennsylvania. From time to 
time, I gaze at that picture and fmd myself 
linked to others, some alive and some 
long gone, the famous and the unknown, 
the interconnected web of life brought 
together only in the spirit that transcends 
time and place and even death. Part of this 
painting includes the backs of chairs, hard 
chairs at that, which line the meeting
house. And, by iffiagination, I can put 
myself back in a chair, sitting expect
antly, waiting for and being waited upon 
by the presence of God. 

So why am I not a Quaker? 
In one way, I am, if the circle be drawn 

large enough. I have never left. The deep 
pull of the spirit still draws me home
ward. 

But in a more practical way, I am not a 
Quaker. To an outsider, becoming a Friend 
is not easy, nor should it be. It is not the 
same as joining the Kiwanis Club, but 
involves a deep, abiding commitment to 
the way of life symbolized by Friends. 
Quite frankly, in some ways, I have not 
become a Friend because the cost seems 
too much to bear. I will not be like so 
many Christians I see who talk a lot about 
the Resurrection but forget the Cross. 

Someone has written that the person 
who views the world at 50 the same as he 
or she did at 20 has wasted 30 years of 
life. The same could be said of me. Maybe 
it's time to come home to stay, no matter 

Sincerely your Friend, 

I went to my first meeting in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. I was quickly convinced 
that I had found the right kind of worship 
service for me. Then my husband and I 
moved to California. After settling in, I 
found the Friends meetinghouse in San 
Jose. When I went to my first meeting, I 
was greeted so warmly and in such a 
Friendly manner that I felt dazzled. 

A few days after that first meeting, I 
learned I had breast cancer and would 
need a year of chemotherapy plus 
radiation. 

My husband and I had just moved 
3,000 miles, and like the pioneers, we 
had done it on our own. I had not had 
time to find a job in California. My 
husband, who was starting a consulting 
business, was in that stage where you 
spend thousands of dollars on marketing 
and equipment and bring in no income. 
The client he counted on to bridge the 
gap from corporation to self-employment 
was forced to retire. Potential clients 
who had encouraged us to move to 
California had lost their jobs. We were 
living on our savings. We'd left all our 
friends and family in Pennsylvania. 
We'd left our doctors there, too, of 
course. We were on a COBRA extension 
of our health insurance, which was going 
to run out before my treatments were 
over. Our house in Pennsylvania had not 
sold and the weather was so bad that no 
one was even looking. 

In short, just as we decided to invest 
our resources in a sunny day, we found 
ourselves at the beginning of a rainy 
season, which, one year later, has not let 
up. 

After learning I had cancer, I went to 
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the next Friends meeting and told some 
people my news. Again, I felt enveloped in 
the caring, kind, loving attitude of the 
members. I had never experienced anything 
like this. 

There I was, a total stranger
emotionally devastated, seriously ill, unable 
to make any kind of contribution to the 
meeting, sad, teary-eyed, and needy. And 
there were the members of the meeting
welcoming, giving, sympathetic, nurturing, 
and loving. 

One lively and intelligent woman, a 
treasure of the meeting, welcomed me into 
her home and counseled me on handling 
adversity from the perspective of 92 years of 
giving and living. Many people told me their 
stories of overcoming or living with cancer 
and other serious illnesses, and each story of 
courage and survival gave me hope. After 
I' d been attending for a few months, people 
started calling me if I missed a meeting. 
People told me they were "holding me in the 
Light." 

People offered me rides to meeting and 
to other events. People loaned me books. I 
have never before felt so cared for by 
individuals I hardly knew. 

I was disappointed that I had nothing to 
give in return. I wanted to make a 
contribution. 

One day I voiced my disappointment to a 
member. He stunned me by telling me I was 
making a contribution. I felt humbled. Here 
was a man who could make me feel valued 
just because I existed. 

I began to sense the holiness of the 
group. 

Each person in the group is only human, 
of course. But together, these individuals 
forge a fierce and awesome power. Many of 

the cost, for what does it profit a person to 
gain the whole world and lose his or her 
own soul? Rather, "turn all the treasures 
we possess into the channel of Universal 
Love," and this becomes "the business of 
our lives" (John Woolman). 

If I think of what I might lose by be
coming a Friend, the thought scares me. 
But when I consider what I might gain, I 
find great joy. And with Caroline E. 
Stephen (Quaker Strongholds, 1890), per
haps I will be able to say that "at last I had 
found a place where I might, without the 
faintest suspicion of insincerity, join with 
others in simply seeking [God' s] pres
ence." I:J 

John C. Morgan, a frequent contributor to 
FRIENDS JoURNAl, lives in Westerville, Ohio. 

the messages of ministry have sustained 
me this past year. I have listened and 
folded the wisdom into my withered 
heart, unfolding it deep in the night 
when I lay awake thinking I wanted to 
die, yet finding myself clutching the 
hope harvested from meeting. 

I have listened and learned from this 
group for a year now. No one has asked 
anything of me. Everyone has given to 
me. When chemotherapy drugs made 
me bald, I was told my hats were 
creative and attractive. When treatments 
made me fearful, I was told I was an 
inspiration. When I felt ugly, I was 
complimented for the colorfulness of my 
clothes. When I felt weak, people said. 
they admired my strength. I have 
received and received with amazement 
and sometimes fear. 

I have never spoken during meeting. 
I have wanted to. I have wanted to thank 
each and every person in the meeting for 
their gifts. But my gratitude fills my 
eyes with tears, chokes my words, 
flusters my tongue, and swells 
unexpressed. 

I have prayed often, Jenny, to be 
good enough and committed enough to 
be a member of this meeting I have 
come to love. I have been inspired as 
I've learned bits of different members' 
life stories. I have compared myself and 
judged myself unworthy. 

But reading your letter brought me 
up short because one thing I have 
learned from the good and generous 
people in our meeting is this: Good or 

Continued on next page 
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not, committed or not, strong or not, 
healthy or not, there is that of God in me. 

And in thee. 
Rest assured, Jenny. You are 

"committed" enough. You are "good" 
enough. You are welcome. 

Diana Ryckman 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

I was a non-Quaker (a Catholic) for 
73 Y2 years before making the plunge into 
Quakerism. Please take my advice: Don't 
wait any longer! 

When President Bush began the Gulf 
War in 1991 I made a New Year's 
resolution to visit the Phoenix (Ariz.) 
Friends Meeting. This was about three 
years after I had written to Friends 
General Conference fQr Quaker 
information. So I know how you feel. Of 
course you don't have to become a 
member right away; you can be what the 
Quakers call "an attender'' until you're 
firmly convinced. 

You can call me if you want to talk. 

Franklin P. Witte 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

Yes, thee is "good enough to be a true 
Quaker," and probably committed 
enough. Goodness and commitment are 
by-products of the Quaker experience, as 
are love and community. So what is the 
Quaker experience? I can only speak for 
myself. 

Seventy-eight years of membership in 
the Religious Society of Friends does not 
make me a great Quaker. I rarely speak in 
meeting, nor am I noted for devotion to 
Quakerly causes or enthusiastic service 
on committees. The central theme of my 
Quakerism is the Holy Spirit, the divinity 
I discovered daily in everything and every 
person. Each star and stone and living 
thing is a part of me, and we are a part of 
God. This is enough to bring joy and 
meaning to my life, especially when I can 
give some to others. 

Frequently I falter and. indeed. fail. 
Then I am one with the thief and the 
destructive forces in society. In our sin 
we diminish the richness of God's Being, 
and bring sorrow to all the world. 

But fortunately there are many whose 
work enhances God's divinity-good 
people, beautiful plants, loving and 
positive forces in nature. Prayer, play, art, 
and service are the stuff of God's 
creativity. !n meeting for worship I need 
only to be still and receive from others 
God's grace, which through them and 
through me goes forth to enliven and 
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WHAT COULD BE 
-

The pieces of what could be 
Come to us In such tiny fragments, 

A pause In doubt, a prick of pain, 
The warm breath of concern. 

There unexpectedly, gone In a moment. 

In silence, we can walt, 

Hoping to hear again 
The faint, guiding voice. 

Lovingly, we may listen, 
If we choose. 

Patiently, we may open the folds 
Of possibility, 

If we let our hearts hope. 
Tenderly, we may begin 

The slow and human task 
Of building what could be. 

-Rick Ells 

hallow the cosmos. 
So come and join us, Jenny. With us, 

likely, thee will never get rich, or famous, or 
popular, and we shall love thee all the more. 

Nancy McDowell 
Richmond, Ind. 

I too am a non-Quaker, and I've been 
aspiring to Quakerism for over 20 years. 

"Good enough," and even "committed 
enough," are not necessary requirements for 
being a Quaker. It is because we're not good 
enough that we, members and attenders 
alike, are drawn to Quakers and their form 
of waiting worship. Though Quakers may 
seem good (and most that I know do seem 
good), they, like you and me, are also 
aspirants-trying to discern the spirit's 
leadings, seeking strength from the Spirit 
and their meeting to follow those leadings 
and live harmoniously with the rest of God's 
creation. Their commitment may seem 
strong (and usually is), but they are also 
human beings and are just as likely to falter 
as you and I. Membership in and association 
with a faith community of Friends helps 
give their resolve an added boost. 

Admittedly, feeling comfortable among 
Quakers can sometimes be difficult. In a 
meeting as small as mine, this is seldom a 
problem, though limited numbers can 
occasionally put newcomers in the spotlight 
more than they'd prefer while they are 
getting to know the meeting. Though a 
larger meeting may provide the safety net of 
anonymity, a newcomer can quickly become 

Rick Ells is a 
member of Salmon 
Bay Monthly Meeting 
in Seattle, 
Washington. 

uncomfortable if he or she does not 
become involved in the life of the 
meeting or, worse, is taken for granted or 
ignored by long-established members and 
attenders. The same problem can exist on 
a larger scale at yearly meetings or 
national gatherings. At times the Quaker 
preference for silence can leave an 
individual uncertain about how he or she 
is being perceived, and the silence can 
sometimes be mistakenly taken for 
j udgment. However, most Quakers that I 
know are not judgmental; they are 
sensitive to the needs of their fellow
seekers and go out of their way to make 
them feel comfortable. 

As a long-time attender I would very 
much like to be a Quaker, but I have not 
yet felt the Spirit's leading to become 
one. Even so, my meeting has always 
made me feel welcome--even to the 
point of forming a clearness committee to 
help me discern where the Spirit is taking 
me. Though technically I'm not a 
member, I think of myself as a practicing 
Quaker-one who needs all the practice 
he can get! I continue to hope that the 
Spirit's "Not yet" will someday change to 
"It's time." Meanwhile, I'll keep 
working, along with the rest of the people 
of my meeting, on seeking to improve my 
goodness and commitment-comfortable 
both in giving and receiving support. 

Myron Bietz 
R<><?hester, Minn. 
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Sim 

he Shaker hymn " 'Tis a Gift to Be Simple" is more 
than a pretty tune for Quakers. Our deepening spiritual 
journeys should be leading us to act on that imperative. 

However, the challenge for us is how to be simple in a world 
where we depend on telephones to speak, computers to connect, 
and televisions to know. 

Deciding what form simplicity could take in my spiritual 
development proved a serious consideration when I turned 50 
recently. I knew to a large degree how I had spent my first half
century. How would I spend my next?-assuming I live that 
long! 

To gain time to think things through I decided to sojourn 
through the Southwest. So, leaving behind generations of furni
ture and belongings, and renting out my house in Massachu
setts, I trusted the hand of God to lead me where I needed to be. 

Catherine Coggan is an attender of Santa Fe (N.Mex.) Meeting. 
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How daringly delightful to whiz along 
that new track seeing the country, meet
ing new Quakers. Among the many nights 
I spent among Friends, the most memo
rable were a night with the wonderful 
Mary and WilfHoworth at their gorgeous 
Rocky Mountain aerie in Colorado, and 
several weeks in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, with Dyk and Avis Vermilye, 
using their beautiful poustinia for prayer 
and meditation. Also in New Mexico, I 
painted the meetinghouse kitchen in Santa 
Fe (FJ July '94) and spent time on the 
Navajo reservation near Thoreau, visit
ing a school and helping with a literacy 
program. 

The red rock mesas, the vivid vistas, 
the intense sunrises and sunsets, and the 
smell of the pinon smoke floating through 
the crisp mountain air enchanted me. With 
little but a car, a few clothes, and some 
books, a world I once only guessed at 
enticed me into a commitment. 

And here is where the whole idea of 
reckoning the simplicity of my life came 
rolling through my mind. The Southwest 
experience begged the question: Ifl were 
to build a fresh life, in a radically new 
environment, how simple did my life need 
to be? If I could enjoy my existence so 
happily with a minimum of accoutrements, 
did I need all that paraphernalia I had left 
behind in Massachusetts? Nothing I owned 
seemed to draw new friends to me as I 
toured. Rather I drew people to me. 

Immediately, I recognized an irony. 
Before I had left Massachusetts, I thought 
I had pared down all my possessions to 
the essentials. I had believed that what 
was left represented the bare essentials: 
those things of great significance for the 
right maintenance and continuance of the 
family history. But driving along the el
egantly spartan roads of New Mexico, for 
example, gave me a sense of the beauty 
of simplicity. Apparently, what I thought 
to be a pared down treasure chest in New 
England needed reassessment in the light 
of this Southwestern clarity. 

Just how completely had I streamlined 
when all those boxes and bags of "indis
pensable" goods lurked in the attic and 
cluttered the cellar, filling every inch of a 
nine-room house I no longer needed? How 
important was all that china? Or the chairs 
my grandmother sat in? Or the picture my 
father's mother had lugged from Italy? I 
had to accept that unless I acknowledged 
the pall those possessions held over my 
present and future existence, the spiritual 
journey had stalled in the middle of the 
path. 

Last Christmas, I consulted with my 
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26-year-old son Seth, who stood to in
herit the goods I hoped to shake off. Would 
he mind if I sold all our worldly wares? 

"Morn," he responded, "we should be 
handing on to each other knowledge, sto
ries, and love. Not stuff. Get rid of it" 

And so, I returned to Massachusetts 
during a dripping-hot summer to clear the 
road for future passage. On a cloudy day 
in August, not too hot and not too cold, 
auctioneer Jim Leach stood under a yel
low and white striped tent in my back 
garden and unloaded 
three generations of an
tiques, china, glass, fur
niture, and paintings. 
Away went my grand
parents' things, my par
ents' freight, and all the 
stuff I once thought I 
could not live without 
Away went the 
Broadwood piano I no 
longer played, the 
Royal Crown Derby 
china I rarely used, the 
sterling I hated to pol
ish. All rushed into the 
hands of young couples 
starting out, dealers 
with a greedy glint and 
an eye to glamorous 
profit, and a few tag 
sale shoppers who wan
dered in. What a relief1 What a load off 
my future! 

I felt I understood lessons I had learned 
from the Native American philosophy that 
surrounds us in the Southwest If we are 
ready to listen, it teaches that possessions 
have limited value-and objects certainly 
don't indicate one's social importance. 

How clearly, now, I can perceive that 
it is we Anglos who always seem to want 
to use belongings to reinforce a class sys
tem that ultimately exploits us all. Sadly, 
we believe that if we have the right china 
or the right painting or an "intelligent" 
collection of the right books, if we can 
point to our great-grandfather's portrait, 
we become socially superior to those 
"lesser" folk who cannot. 

Not only does this attitude demean all 
people but it also serves a ruthless market 
economy. The more we buy, the more 
remorseless dealers and marketers exploit 
our greed for preeminence and the more 
the factories chum out commodities that 
use our precious natural resources. 

Native Americans regard possessions 
as simply articles of use. Some tribes 
even celebrate potlatches at which their 
members give away everything they own. 

Taking a page from that intelligent 
book, I, too, had a similar ceremony back 
in restrained New England. Before the 
auction, I gave away many small items to 
friends. My grandmother's cutwork table
cloth rests with a loyal and true pal. The 
beautiful handmade copper tray I kept in 
my kitchen went to a companion who 
always loved it The television is now 
with some hard-working young cousins 
who couldn't afford a new one. The extra 
clothes and all my bedding are now at the 

shelter for indig~nt 
women and children. 
Some people thanked 
me, some did not But 
all of them were de
lighted to receive a nice 
thing-no strings at
tached. 

When I shared the 
idea of what I was do
ing, many responded 
with "I could never let 
my things go. I love 
them! They' re old fam
ily pieces!" Inevitably, 
though, a few days 
later, they'd say, "You 
know, I went to the at
tic yesterday, and I 
couldn't believe the 
junk up there. I called 
the Salvation Army. 

They're coming next week." 
With the auction/potlatch behind me, I 

now know that simplicity means owning 
only what I need. It doesn't have to be 
ugly or purely functional or junky. It can 
be beautiful, even graceful, but I must 
need it My son and I have made a pact: If 
we buy one item, we will get rid of two 
we already possess. Each time we reach 
out to own, we'll ask: How important is 
this to my well-being? What will it mean 
in terms of the environment? Am I using 
this merely to define me or is it essential? 

I now understand how much things 
can be the tools of dysfunction. No ances
tral portrait can replace what that relative 
passed on to me and how I saw him/her 
live. No set of Royal Crown Derby china 
can be better than a joyful meal with 
people I love-even eating from paper 
plates. No property can enhance me as a 
human being more than can my inner life. 
The strength of my compassion, or good
will, and the love I have for my son and 
my close friends define me, not the right 
set of Waterford crystal. 

This experience has shown me that not 
only is it a gift to be simple, but also "a 
gift to be free." l:l 
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Our TLC Support Group 

AFriend stands up in meeting for 
worship to whisper shakily. 

"It's been a terrible week. I think I'm 
losing my faith in God. Bob just told me 
he is leaving me for a woman I don't even 
know. I've been a good wife and always 
have done what I thought was right, but 
he hardly speaks to me any more and 
won't discuss it with me." 

An unprogrammed Friends meeting is 
not organized to provide the "pastoral 
care" that a church with paid ministry is 
expected to provide. It' s true that Friends 
from Overseers or Ministry and Worship 
are able to meet emergency needs on a 
short-term basis- a death, marriage, fi
nancial problems-but long-term support 
for someone with emotional trouble is 
another matter. It is hard for us to provide 
emotional support week after week. After 
a month, six months, a year, who is able 
to continue listening to this Friend's prob
lems? Friends reach out to help others in 
prison, in financial need, in other parts of 
the world. We hate to admit that we need 
help ourselves. But sometimes we do. 

One way to meet this gap in Friends' 
service is a small weekly support group 
open to anyone who 
wants to come. In the 
Bethesda (Md.) Friends 
Meeting we call this 
group the "Transition, 
Loss, and Caring" 
group (TLC). It started 
when one of our mem
bers lost her brother. 
She gathered a small 
group of Friends who 
had lost loved ones. A 

Gladys Swift recently 
moved from Bethesda, 
Md., to Charlottesville, 
Va. She is a social worker 
and counselor with the 
Baltimore Yearly Meeting 
Counseling Service. 
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year later this group was laid down. Then 
another Friend needed the group. Her 
husband was seriously ill. She was joined 
by a Friend who was in transition and 
most unhappy. A woman going through 
divorce came to the group and stayed. 
Problems brought to this group have been 
the death of a spouse, a dying parent, the 
loss of a child to an institution, job transi
tion, employment problems, mental ill
ness, and so on. Any kind of problem is 
acceptable and met with loving support. 
Several of the group have found support 
is not enough and have moved on to pri
vate therapy. Others have come to us 
after leaving private therapy. 

We decided to meet from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. so that some can come directly from 
work. Some bring a snack, or share food. 
That is not important. The group has had 
a coordinator but no ~'leader." Different 
Friends take leadership as led. After five 
years we have written some rules, but the 
group really moves with the sense of the 
meeting. In some ways our group has 
been similar to a worship-sharing group, 
a sharing of experience with no interrup
tion while one person talks. No criticism 

or correction. There is often silent wait
ing. 

When the group was small, each per
son had half an hour to talk and receive 
loving, listening attention from the oth
ers. As the group has grown, however, an 
issue has developed-the problem of a 
shortage of time, and the monopoly of 
one person. To meet this problem the 
group holds a quick go-round at the be
ginning with each person stating how 
much time will be needed. We also have 
passed around a speaker-sign (a teddy 
bear, etc.) which is held while the person 
talks; it is passed on as the person fm
ishes. This makes it clear who has the 
floor and is a reminder to others that they 
do not. 

Questions are sometimes asked. Some
times there is a short comparison with a 
similar experience of someone else, but 
care is taken not to intrude on the time of 
others. Sometimes a suggestion is given 
in L1c form of "Have you tried . . . ?" or 
"Have you asked .. . ?"but we do not tell 
another person what to do. 

This group has provided intensive, on-
going support and nurture for those 

Friends who want it. We 
have found that the 
bonding in the TLC 
group is so strong that 
some Friends do not 
leave even when the im
mediate trouble is over. 
We have called on each 
other when we need 
material help. We have 
lunch together. We 
meet each other's fami
lies. We now have 
monthly pot-lucks. The 
group of TLC Friends 
has become closest 
friends. But the listen
ing support is the stron
gest bond. lJ 
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SUN'S DAY 
by Melinda Glines 

20 

I get out of bed early, in 
half-darkness, because 
the walk to church 

takes an hour and a half. I have an 
umbrella and a bottle 

- of water for the jour
ney. The day could make the 

whole island swim in torrents of 
rain, or leave everything steamed to limp
ness in damp heat, or both. Tropical 
weather: I can't predict Right now it's 
raining gently, the sky a soft grey. 

The road is the shortest way, but it's 
' low tide, so I walk along the ocean. It's 

not a white sandy beach; it's a rocky grey 
one that stops in places, so I have to 

climb over big boulders and 
wade through sandy streams 

to keep going. My san
dals make a zig-zag 
path of footsteps, 
and I get wetter and 
grittier and more 

scraped-up the farther I go. The coral 
pieces make tinkling sounds under my 
feet, like wind chimes. 

I pass tin-roofed houses, with chickens 
and dogs and children running free, al
ready awake. The children watch me go 
by, laugh when I say Bula!back to them
"Life, health to you!" I go by three women 
with bright sulus wrapped under their bare 
arms, washing their hair. Looking at them, 
you can ten how good it is to come out of 
a dark, musty house and scrub hard with 
lye soap and cold water, squinting into 
the morning light The feel of strong fin
gertips on tight-curled hair. Later they'n 
rub coconut oil into it and into their skin 
to make it soft, and then they'n have 
again the sweet, musty smen that an the 
people and houses have. 

Stepping over tidepools, I see a fluo
rescent blue fish dart out from under a 
rock. As I squat down to watch, another 
fish appears, brown and sandy-looking, 
and then two bright green ones, and a pair 
of hermit crabs. I stay to watch them until 
the pain in my legs forces me to move, 
and then they an flash away, back under 
rocks and into murkier water. Climbing 
over the rocks, I see dozens of little black 
fish with beady eyes running away, but 
they're not really fish because they're out 
of the water; they have little fins that act 
like feet They don't seem to know that 
they aren' t supposed to exist, fish with 
feet, evolution caught in the act I smile 
into their shiny eyes, promising to keep 
their secret, since I feel like a fish with 

Melinda E. Glines is a member of Strawberry 
Creek (Calif) Meeting currently serving as a 
Peace Corps volunteer in the Fiji Islands. She 
writes, "I am the only Quaker in the country, 
as far as I know! [My article] is something 
like a journal entry, the happenings of just 
one day. My Friends Journal subscription is a 
lifeline out here! Thanks!" 
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feet sometimes too. 
Looking ahead, I see that the next set 

of boulders is too high to climb over, so I 
go back to the dusty road. As soon as I do, 
a car pulls over to let me in, a taxi driver 
on his way back to base. He takes me as 
far as he can; and then for a few minutes I 
ride with an old woman who beams at me 
for speaking the island dialect; and then 
I'm walking again, turning away from the 
sea onto the smaller road that leads up to 
the church. It's a steep climb the whole 

7\N.
, a hot, sweaty, half-hour hike. 

ass has already started when I 
walk in, so I hurry to settle 

yself on the floor between 
the rows of cross-legged worshipers in 
their Sunday clothes. The church is small 
and beautifully built, with bamboo shoots 
covering all the walls. The priest always 
wears a bright green robe with a stripe of 
the traditional tapa pattern down the front. 

I love the solemnity of the mass, the 
order, the ceremony. "Peace be with you .. :• 
"and also with you." "May you live the 
faith you profess," the priest says. "Let 
the words of the Lord be written on your 
heart." 

The homily is about giving yourself to 
God with all your heart, strength, and 
love. The priest tells a story about a sports 
day for children, which he organized on a 
small island that had no flat ground, using 
a track so hilly that you could only see the 
runners come up over one hill, and then 
disappear, come up, and disappear again. 
The priest stood at the finish line and one 
little boy carne up over the last hill and 
was running so hard, with all his might, 
that he had lost his sulu and was wearing 
nothing at all. This is how we should love 
God, the priest says, with all of our selves, 
nothing held back, just as this little boy 
gave all of himself to winning the race. 
There is murmuring laughter at this. It 
was a good story. It will be remembered 
and told again, to the ones at home, to 
each other after the mass is over. 

There are prayers offered, called out 
from the silence in different languages. I 
think of the fisherman who was killed 
yesterday in the water just off the north 
part of the island, half his chest taken off 
by a shark. It was a shock when this 
happened; sharks are the island's sacred 
animals and never attacked people until 
recently. Modem ways are blamed for 
making the shark god unhappy. I wonder 
if any of the prayers offered, the prayers 
that I can't understand, are for the fisher
man. "This we ask of the Lord," a single 
voice calls. "Lord, hear our prayer," the 
worshipers respond. 
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I stay sitting while the people around 
me stand for communion. I watch old and 
young humbled by this ritual that I only 
half understand. After the mass, I look 
around to find Linda, the other light-col
ored head among all the dark-haired ones. 
Linda is a Peace Corps volunteer, like 
me. Sundays after mass, she waits for me 
while I sit in silent worship in the little 
chapel above the church. Every week I 
tell her she doesn't have to wait, but she 
always does. She smiles good morning 
and says, "Meet you in half-an-hour?" 

In silence, I think of the different 
Friends meetings I have attended-Ber
keley, Strawberry Creek, Santa Cruz. I 
think ofhow each meetinghouse will feel, 
eight or nine hours from now, when the 
sun is rising over California. I know how 
the chairs will squeak and how the light 
will filter in through the windows as 
Friends gather to worship. I think of the 
people I love in each meeting. Then I 
draw myself back to where I am, the 
morning already bright, a view of green 
mountains and blue sea in front of me 
through the chapel windows. I am the 
only Friend here, but I am not entirely 
alone. I am many places at once. 

l inda sits in silence with me for a few 
minutes when she comes to pick me 
up, and then we leave together, slip

ping our sandals back on at the door. 
Outside, we are both electrified by the 
rain-cooled air; we run down the hill like 
crazy people, our feet slapping loud on 
the wet path. I.hold my umbrella over my 
head with both hands, so it feels like I 
could keep running down the hill and take 
off from the ground like a hang-glider, 
over the banana trees and palms, out over 
the ocean, sailing on the wind. We're 
laughing, exhilarated, imagining how the 
headlines will read: Two women in I'nis
sionary dresses sighted flying over the 
Fiji Islands, Samoa, Tonga, New Zealand, 
holding what appears to be a large um
brella .... We stop at the bottom, breath
ing hard, pick up a few papayas to take 
back, and start on the long road home. 

I'm hot and hungry and wet and sun-
. burned when I finally get back, so I bathe 
and eat and rest for the remainder of the 
day. I imagine the Goddess close by. To 
me, right now, she's an enormous, round
bodied woman in the sky, smiling as she 
dips her toes in the ocean and licks pa
paya juice off her fingers. Hours later, 
when the sky turns pink and gold and 
finally black, I imagine the sunset as her 
sigh of pleasure at the day she has cre
ated, settling into the clouds as she reaches 
out her arms to embrace the night. l:l 
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THE MARRIAGE VOWS: 

Being Truthful 
byHerbLape 

The following article is a product of a 
lively e-mail discussion on the marriage 
vows that occurred recently on the 
Quaker-L discussion group. I wanted to 
share the piece more widely through the 
Journal to encourage others to partici
pate in the dialogue. 

I n the interest of the Quaker commit
ment to truth telling, some have asked, 
should our marriage vows drop the 

promise of a life-long commitment? This 
discussion reminds me of the long and 
difficult ones we have had in New York 
Yearly Meeting over proposals to change 
our Faith and Practice testimonies on the 
issues of marriage, family life, and sexual 
practice. Those wanting change have also 
appealed to a Quaker standard of truth 
telling. Many Friends, after all, have felt 
led to be in relationships outside of mar
riage; should our Faith statement reflect 
this fact? As I have engaged in these 
discussions, I have been prompted to ask 
the question, what do we mean by truth? 

Speaking as someone who was di
vorced and then remarried in the Society 
of Friends, I would still urge us to keep 
the promise to make marriage a life-long 
commitment. I am concerned about the 
weakness of marriage and family life in 
this culture, and I believe this creates an 
unhealthy situation, especially for chil
dren. I have a wonderful second marriage 
and family of faith (two step-children and 
an adopted son), but I still believe the 
ideal would have been for these children 
to have lived with the parents who con
ceived them. At the same time, I must 
recognize that we live in a fallen world in 
which, for many.reasons, we fail to achieve 
this ideal. Some of the reasons are not our 
fault, and this applies to all of our testimo
nies, not just the one on marriage. Fortu
nately, God is forgiving and has enabled 
our family of faith to be a family none the 
less. We seek to live this ideal oflove and 

A memberofMatinecock (N.Y.) Meeting, Herb 
Lope heads the Religion and Ethics Depart
ment at Friends Academy. He is also active in 
New York Yearly Meeting on concerns re
lated to marriage, family, and sex. 
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faithfulness to each other. 
I want my children to feel a security 

that is especially important to them, given 
the wounds they already have received 
through no fault of their own. When my 
adopted son asks why his mother gave 
him up for adoption, I want him to rest in 
the knowledge that my wife and I prom
ise to be there for each other and for him 
as long as we both shall live. I believe that 
anything short of that promise is not con
sistent to the Truth God desires that we 
live. 

It would be more "truthful" in a certain 
sense to change our testimony on mar
riage to reflect the reality of the way 
things are. Most marriages are not life
long, but I don't believe we are called to 
live this kind of truthfulness. This would 
make our actions the measure of our ide
als, instead of our ideals being the mea
sure of our action. It seems to me that our 
testimonies, such as our peace testimony, 
are meant to be a witness to Truth, usually 
spelled by early Friends with a capital 
''T' for what they believed to be God's 
will. 

At least in my monthly meeting, dur
ing World War II most of the eligible 
Quakers served in the armed forces be
lieving that nonviolence was not capable 
of overcoming an evil like Hitler. Using 
the "truthfulness" argument, would it not 
have been more truthful for us to have 
changed our peace testimony to reflect 
the reality of what God seemed to be 
revealing in the lives of those who served 
in the military during the war? 

Our testimonies attempt to articulate 
our highest ideals for ourselves, God's 
hopes and Truths for us. These inherited 
Truths from our tradition need to be open 
continually to challenge and new insight. 
They need to be tested by new leadings as 
we are now doing on issues of marriage 
and family life, but I don't believe the test 
of truthfulness can be what is happening 
in our lives. 

Friends have always tried to maintain 
a healthy tension between living in the 
world and not being conformed to it. This 
is not an easy task. When the surrounding 
culture is caught up in a war hysteria that 

seems very justified, it is hard not to get 
swept up. At the same time, our present 
secular culture seems determined to ap
ply laissez faire economic theory to all 
aspects of life, including our moral deci
sion making. In this vision, life becomes a 
great supermarket in which the autono
mous individual is free to pick and choose 
according to his or her felt desire or per
ceived need, with little social sanction 
other than the classic capitalist admoni
tion, "let the buyer beware." 

If marriage becomes just another con
sumer product that enables us to simply 
make an exchange as we would with any 
other unsatisfactory product, I think we 
are moving away from the Truth, not 
towards it. Testimonies are corporate ide
als that we strive-through the grace of 
God and the help of the meeting commu
nity-to live up to. Do we fall short? Of 
course, especially in those areas where 
the culture is pushing us in a different 
direction. Should we change our testi
mony to describe our actions? Not unless 
we want to become a people who are 
merely captive to the spirit of this passing 
age. 

This is not to say there should be no 
changes in our approach to marriage and 
family life; it's just that the basis for change 
should be whether it helps us lead lives 
more in sync with God's Truth for us. 

I would propose that we ask the fol
lowing questions as we seek to discern 
God's leading for us on marriage and 
family life: 

• Would the changes in the marriage 
declaration help people be more loving 
and faithful to each other in marriage? 

•Would such changes help children 
feel more loved and secure? 

• Would the changes help us to discern 
the Light within- as opposed to selfish 
desire, which often disguises itself as the 
Light? 

If we keep these questions in mind and 
lovingly wrestle with each other-always 
listening to the cloud of witnesses who 
have gone before us-then I believe we 
can hope to discern the Truth, at least as 
well as humans are ever capable of know
ing it. 0 
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FWCC Notes 

International Quaker Aid 
I n tune with the Quaker tradition of service 

to the wider community, many of us in the 
United States regularly share our time and 

money with people and projects in our imme
diate vicinity that need our support. But have 
you ever wondered what Friends in other 
countries are doing? Fortunately, we can tum 
for an answer to the Friends World Commit
tee for Consultation (FWCC), an organiza
tion created to nurture the sense of a 
world community of Friends. Today 
FWCC serves as a vehicle and a cata
lyst for sharing among Friends in dif
ferent countries. The International 
Quaker Aid (IQA) program, spon
sored by FWCC Section of the Ameri
cas, offers one means of participating 
in the work of Quakers in other parts 
of the world. 

How lntemational Quaker 
Aid began 

Some years ago, a number of 
world-traveling Friends came across 
Quakers in other places doing work 
that the visitors recognized as an im
portant witness to our shared testimo
nies. When they recounted their ex
periences to the Section of the Americas of
fice of FWCC, the Section (in time-honored 
Quaker fashion!) created a committee to re
view projects for approval at the annual meet
ing. Section staff and committee members 
soon saw that, in many comers of the world, 
valiant Friends were attempting important 
Spirit-led work that was beyond their human 
and financial resources. IQA came to be 
viewed as a way for the Section of the Ameri
cas to identii)r with this work, to give loving 
support to the brave and ambitious efforts of 

· these Friends, and to reinforce the bonds that 
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. make us all a world community of Friends. 
The committee decided to tell people in our 
Section about the work of Friends overseas 
and to offer them the chance to join in that 
work, even from a distance. The. committee 
also wanted Friends abroad to know that 
Friends in the Americas cared about them and 
were interested in engaging with them, at 
least financially, in their projects. 

Why support lntemational 
Quaker Aid? 

North American Friends are conscious of 
the trap inherent in financial support of other 
people's work. It is tempting to move into a 
problem-solving mode, to engage in "good 
work" on behalf of others, to risk creating 
dependencies. Another danger is that we may 
fail to respect as equals our less wealthy 
Friends, or inadvertently invite Friends to look 
at us as a funding source for which they need 
to invent a project instead of following their 
own Light to do what God requires of them 
and then allowing us to be part of it through 
IQA. FWCC is committed to limiting IQA 
projects to those that other Friends are already 
doing and will continue doing regardless of 
our level of support. Joining them in that 
work allows us to express our love for them as 
our partners in faith. The International Quaker 
Aid program is a concrete way of affirming 
our sense of religious community throughout 
the world. 

Above: Homeless orphans in 
Guatemala cared for by the 
Committee for Social Action in 
Latin America 

Left: A community worker and a 
gardener at the Quaker Peace 
Center in Capetown, South 
Africa 

FRIENDS 
SELECT 
SCHOOL 

e 
Small classes, strong 
academics in a 
supportive, caring 
environment 
emphasizing Quaker 
values. 

• Pre·K thru 12th 
Day School 

• After School Program 
• Summer Day Camp 

17th & the Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 
(215) 561-5900 

• Quality care in the Quaker tradition. 

• 42 apartments for independent liv
ing, 60 private personal care rooms. 
120 nursing home beds. 

• Peace of mind. Supponive medical 
and social services throughout your 
stay. 

• An active lifestyle in a beautiful, 
graceful sening. 

• Meals, housekeeping, transporta
tion, cultural and social activities. 

• A history of caring since 1904. 

Stapeley In Germantown 
6300 Greene Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

Call Carol Nemeroff 
Admissions Director 

(215) 844-{)700 

Educational excellence 
for over 200 years 

110 East Main Street, Moorestown, NJ 
609-235-2900 ext 227 

23 



-
~1!4.i1W .. I 

HAVERFORD. ~ 

851 Lane Pre-School-Grade VI 
Haverford, PA Coeducational 
(610)-642-{)354 Extended lliy 

Friends School is devoted exclusively to 
elementary education with an emphasis on 

academic excellence and Quaker values 

Independent Living and Personal Care 
Convenient to shops, businesses 

and cultural opportllnities 
Reasonable • Not{or~rofit 

~ Founded and operated t¥ Quakers 

l:J 400 North Walnut Street 
WestChester,PA 19380 (610)696-1536 

Oakwood School 

Grades 7-12 and Postgraduate 
Friends Boarding and Day School 
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Emphasis on: 
· College Preparatory Curriculum 
· Challenging Senior Program 
· Learning Center 
· Personal Growth 
· International Program 
· Visual and Performing Arts 
· Sports Program 

For a tour and more information 
contact: 

Oakwood School 
515 South Road 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
Telephone:(914) 462-4200 

Fax:(914) 462-4251 

CREMATION 
Friends are reminded that the 

Anna T. Jeanes Fund 
will reimburse cremation costs. 

(Applicable to members of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting only.) 

For lnrormatlon, write or telephone 
SANDY BATES 
5350 Knox Street 

PhUadelphla, PA 19144 

Current IQA projects 
International Quaker Aid seeks assistance 

for the following projects: 

South America 
Bolivian Friends High School (La Paz): 

The National Evangelical Friends Church 
(INELA) seeks to improve the school's qual
ity of education by providing better equipped 
libraries, science laboratories, computers, and 
agricultural and cattle-raising experiments. 

Secondary School Project (IIave, Peru): 
The National Evangelical Friends Church of 
Peru, having finished construction of three 
out of four classrooms needed for a Friends 
school, is already offering a Christian second
ary education not only to the children of all 
Friends in the yearly meeting but to any oth
ers in the community who wish to attend. 

Central America 
El Salvador Medical Clinic (San Salva

dor): A social aid project of the yearly meet
ing, the clinic provides medical consultations 
and also offers medical assistance through 
visitation to several rural areas affected by 
war. As funds become available, pediatric 
and gynecological medical services will be 
added. 

Cuban Church Reconstruction Project 
(Gibara): For 25 years, no repairs to churches 
have been allowed; now, however, funds are 
sought to complete the dining room of the 
yearly meeting headquarters, furnish the dor
mitory, and provide books and other school 
materials for the Bible Institute. 

Jorge Fox Bible College (Honduras): This 
co-educational school serves the community 
by training young people to work with youth 
around drug addiction and sexually transmit
ted diseases, encouraging workers to remain 
in rural areas rather than migrate to the cities, 
and offering pastoral care and marital coun
seling. 

South Africa 
Kagisong Refugee Center (Botswana): At 

Children 
at the 
Ramallah 
Play Center 
are treated 
to milk and 
sandwiches 
when the 
center can 
afford it. 

this small Quaker refugee center people are 
encouraged to rebuild their violence-shattered 
lives in an atmosphere of trust and coopera
tion. The center plans to establish a shelter for 
battered women and offer counseling to street 
children and persons with AIDS. It also sup
plies food and sponsors activities for the sur
rounding village of Mogoditshane. 

Quaker Peace Center (South Africa): Un
der the auspices of Cape Western Monthly 
Meeting, a team of peace workers unites with 
South Africans to further peace in their soci
ety through development programs, conflict 
resolution sessions, a resource library, and the 
distribution of a "Handbook of Education for 
Peace." 

Middle East 
Ramallah Play Center (West Bank): 

Through this project, a Friendly witness in a 
troubled area, Palestinian children and their 
mothers learn about Quakerism and our con
cern for peace, love, and friendship. 

Other projects 
International Quaker Aid also welcomes 

gifts to support the following ongoing activi
ties: in Costa Rica, the Committee for Social 
Action in Latin America (CASAL) and the 
Monteverde Friends School; in Belgium, the 
Quaker Council for European Affairs; in En
gland, the reconstruction ofSwarthmoor Hall; 
in Jamaica, renovations to buildings of 
Kingston Monthly Meeting; and in Ireland, 
Ulster Quaker Service. 

How to help 
If you are moved to contribute to IQA, 

checks (tax-deductible) should be sent to 
Friends World Committee for Consultation, 
Section of the Americas, 1506 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. Amounts not desig
nated for specific programs will be divided 
among current IQA projects. 

-Rosemary K. Coffey 
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Reports 

Germany Yearly Meeting 
About 200 Friends and attenders with 20 

children and 26 Young Friends took part in 
this year's yearly meeting, November 3--6, 
1994, in the Quakerhaus in Bad Pyrmont, 
Germany. 

Harvey Gilman of Britain Yearly Meeting 
presented the Richard Cary Lecture with the 
title: "Spiritual Friendship-new models/new 
relationships." 

ln small groups we spoke about our im
ages of God and the importance of spiritual 
friendship within our Religious Society of 
Friends. Outreach was also again a theme of 
discussion. 

In our various approaches to one another 
and to our visions of God, the experience of 
each individual is important. The silent meet
ing for worship, in which we can find our
selves in mystical experience, is of great sig
nificance. 

In our commitments to projects such as 
"alternatives to violence," civilian peace ser
vice, war tax refusal, and in our decision to 
give financial support to the setting up of a 
Quaker Center in Moscow, Russia, we ex
press that we not only ask ourselves "how do 
we see God?" but also "how do we do God?" 
as we were bidden at the end of the Cary 
Lecture. 

-Lore Horn, Hel/mut Stegmann, clerks 

Central and Southern 
Africa Yearly Meeting 

Who could resist the invitation to join the 
children on an outing to watch the dolphins at 
the oceanarium? Fortunately, some Friends 
could resist and the second business session 
of the day went ahead, but with fewer partici
pants. This was not a sign that yearly meeting 
business sessions were so bad that Friends 
were ready to escape at the first opportunity. 
No, it was rather an indication that the whole 
yearly meeting was well grounded. There was 
time for business and time for play-time to 
take part in things and time to opt out. Many 
present at Central and Southern Africa Yearly 
Meeting, Dec. I 0-15, .1994, in Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa, could justify a breathing space. 
The previous year had been one of momen
tous political and sQCial changes in the region 
covered by C&SA YM. There were demo
cratic elections in Botswana, Malawi, 
Namibia, and South Africa. Meetings and 
individual Friends have been actively engaged 
in the processes of social change. Not only 
overseas visitors were impressed by the vital
ity of the smallest meetings. The stillness 
deepened as, one by one, local meeting clerks 
delivered their "state of meeting reports." Cape 
Western Monthly Meeting, which is closely 
involved with the Peace Centre in Cape Town 
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and Quaker Service, tends to take the lime
light from other meetings, all of which play a 
vital Quaker witness. 

Active participation in social issues is not 
without cost. Concern was expressed over the 
spiritual health of meetings. Certain meetings 
felt that they were at a low ebb or in danger of 
"burning out." Smaller meetings were wor
ried about the paucity of spoken ministry. 
They stressed the importance ofintervisitation 
in an area where meetings are small and geo
graphically far apart. It is easy to appreciate 
the value of a yearly meeting gathering under 
such circumstances. Friends drank heartily 
from the river of Life which flowed through 
all sessions. 

In the business sessions, yearly meeting 
adopted a new constitution, approved work 
on its own handbook, and gave the go-ahead 
to the production of an outreach booklet. This 
latter was in keeping with the theme of yearly 
meeting, "Outreach-Branching Out." The 
emphasis on outreach, however, remains on 
faith in action. Yearly meeting approved a 
minute calling for the end to arms production 
and trade throughout the region and urging 
support for the international campaign against 
landmines. A second minute called for an end 
to capital punishment in the region. 

There was sharing of talents on the final 
evening in which young and old participated 
together. Beautiful singing was a feature not · 
only of the concert but also of worship. The 
presence of the children was an attractive 
feature of yearly meeting. When they were 
not being taken to the beach or to see the 
dolphins they would wander in and out of 
business sessions and worship. A group of 
"Younger Friends" interviewed "Older 
Friends" about their beliefs and reported back. 
As one of the interviewees I certainly found 
this a valuable exercise. 

A very warm welcome was extended to 
Friends from other yearly meetings. In 1994 I 
not only attended Central and Southern Af
rica Yearly Meeting for the first time, but also 
yearly meeting in London, England, for the 
first time. Despite the difference in size of the 
gatherings, around 500 in London, around 70 
in Port Elizabeth, there were many similari
ties; for example, the balance of humour and 
seriousness in the clerks was the same. As a 
member of Britain Yearly Meeting who was 
made to feel truly part of C&SA YM, I was 
able to draw on the strengths of both yearly 
meetings and felt at home in a worldwide 
fellowship of Friends. 

-David Pulford 

One pathway to peace 
leads right through the 

halls of Congress 

Call 202 547-6000 
A5k how you can help 

bring Friend5' concern for 
peace and ju5tice to Capitol Hill 

FlUI!NDS COMMITIEE ON NATIONAL LEGISLATION 
245 Second Street N.E. Washington, D.C. 20002-5795 

DELAWARE VALLEY 
FRIENDS ScHOOL 

Morris & Montgomery Avenues 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

For Students with 
Learning Differences 
College preparatory, Grades 7-12 

Summer School 

Come to an Open House 
526-9595 for info & video, 

"Learning with a Difference" 

lJ>o _you .baoe a concern for 

9od' s .bealin!J1 lran.sformin!J 

and !Juidin!JIIIOr~ in our fives 

and cOIDIDunilie.s.t 

f;fr• you drawn lo 

3piriluaf ~uitlanoe, 

b03pilalily, 

3piriluaf friu.tl3.bip, 

or prayu-fu! 

pr•3.no•l 

Consider attending the program "On Being 
a Spiritual Nurturer" to be given by the School 
of the Spirit on 8 weekend sessions over a two 
year period, starting in tl!e fall of 1995. Write 
Kathryn Damiano, 450 Bancroft Rd., Moylan, 
Pa. 19065, for a brochure. 

Display Ad Deadlines 

Reservations are required for display 
ads in FRIENDS JoURNAL. 

July issue: Reserve space by May 8. 
Ads must be received by May 15. 
August issue: Reserve space by June 
6. Ads must be received by June 12. 

Ad rate is $28 per column inch. 
Call (215) 241-7279 now with your 
reservation or questions. 
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FG C Bool~store 
NEW! /{e/ip,ious 
Education Resources 

Opening Doors to Quaker Worship 
BY FGC RE COMMIITEE 
Essays, exercises, meditations and more for teach
ing about worship to all ages. Special sections for 
teens and adults. Useful for intergenerational First 
Day School. 
FGC. 1994· 144 PAGES. price $ro.oo 

George Fox: The Man Who Wouldn't ... 
BY SOPHIA LYONS fAHS, ILLUS. BY jEAN R. LARuE 
Improved edition with four stories that challenge 

youngsters to understand 
GEORGE f OX our beliefs and testi

monies. Newly revised by 
FGC RE Committee. 
fGC. REV 1994· 37 PAGES. 

price Ss.oo 

George Fox: 
Four Lessons 
BY MARK CARY 
Easy-to-prepare lessons, 
including questions and 

ready-to-photocopy activity sheets, for use with 
George Fox: The Man Who Wouldn't. Grades 1-6. 
FGC. REV 1994· 37 PAGES. price $4.50 

john Woolman's Spirituality and 
Our Contemporary Witness 
SHIRLEY DODSON, ED. 
A study guide based on Autumn 1994 Pendle Hill 
Monday evening lectures. Introduction and nine 
presentations in full with discussion guidelines. 
PYM-PH. Due out early May. price $zJ.OO 

Teaching Conflict Resolution 
Through Children's Literature 
BY WILLIAM J. KREIDLER 
A well organized, easy-to
use, fun manual for 
teach ing conflict resolu
tion and other Quaker 
values using children 's lit
erature. Cites readily 
available paperbacks, 
includes discussion ques
tions, and activities. 
Preschool- 2nd grade. 
SCHOLASTIC. II 2. PAGES. price $u..95 

Planning First Day School and Adult 
Study Programs - contact Liz Yeats, 
Religious Education Coordinator at 
FGC, with questions about curricula 
and more at 1-800-966-4556. 

Friends (;eneral Conference 
Bookstore 
12 ((, .\r,h <,tr,·.:t. 211 
l'hii.Hklpln.t, 1'.\ I 9 I O"' 
2 I ' - 'cd- I ..,00 

800-966-4SS6 (<Hd.:r, onh) 
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News of Friends 

"Jerusalem: Barrier or Gateway to Peace" 
is the title of a joint statement of concern 
issued on Feb . . 23 by the American Friends 
Service Committee and Friends Committee 
on National Legislation. The statement sets 
out five "broad principles of fairness and eq
uity" that the Quaker organizations feel should 
guide a settlement on Jerusalem. They also 
hope the statement will help encourage a wide
ranging public discussion on the subject. The 
five principles are as follows: 
I. A settlement on Jerusalem must be reached 
by negotiation between the Israeli and Pales
tinian leaderships and approved democrati
cally by the Israeli and Palestinian peoples. 
2. A settlement must leave Jerusalem physi
cally undivided and open to the entry and free 
movement of peoples throughout. 
3. A settlement must accord equal political 
and national status to Israelis and Palestinians 
in Jerusalem. 
4. A settlement must permit the equitable 
growth and development of Jerusalem to meet 
the needs ofboth Israelis and Palestinians and 
must allow the political, economic, and cul
tural institutions ofboth peoples to flourish in 
Jerusalem. 
5. A settlement should give formal expression 
to the special significance of Jerusalem for 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 

These principles "have the power to pro
duce an agreement on Jerusalem that can be 
the strong cornerstone of Israeli-Palestinian 
peace and an example to the world of concord 
and cooperation in the wake of bitter con
flict." The statement also cites the year-long 
Israeli military closure of Jerusalem to Pales
tinian residents of the West Bank and Gaza, 
on-going Israeli settlement construction and 
land seizure, and delay in achieving demo
cratic Palestinian self-government among the 
conditions threatening to upset the peace pro
cess and preempt a negotiated settlement on 
Jerusalem. The AFSC/FCNL joint statement 
calls on the Clinton Administration to urge 
Israel to end the military closure of Jerusalem 
and halt settlement activity. It urges the PLO 
to promote genuine Palestinian democracy, 
including free elections, and it warns against 
recent calls in Congress to move the United 
States embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem 
before an accord is reached on the city's fu
ture. 

Friends in Belize now have the facilities to 
accommodate visitors. Friends Services 
International's (FSI) Mission Belize has just 
completed the purchase of the already estab
lished Sea Side Guest House in Belize City. 
The budget guest house makes an excellent 
base of operations for an FGC Friends' pres
ence in Belize, and all after-expenses income 
will be available to support other FSI projects 
throughout the country. Even before the in
volvement of Friends, the guest house had a 
reputation for high quality and friendly ser-

vice. Friends are invited to visit Belize for a 
vacation or to pursue the many options for 
volunteer work in this English-speaking, Cen
tral American country. Guests are welcome 
year-round, but especially during the slow 
tourist seasons, May-June and September
November. For more information, contact 
Friends Services International, Mission Belize, 
P.O. Box 2060, Belize City, Belize, Central 
America, telephone (501) 2-78339, fax (501) 
2-71689. 

The Peace Tax Fund Bill lost relatively few 
Congressional cosponsors in the November 
1994 elections despite sweeping changes in 
the now Republican-controlled U.S. Senate 
and House of Representatives. Through lob
bying efforts by the National Campaign for a 
Peace Tax Fund, many Congressional Re
publicans have come to understand and ap
preciate the purpose of the Bill as a protection 
of religious liberties. They are moved by the 
fact that many religious bodies have resolu
tions supporting their adherents who are con
scientious objectors. While many members 
of Congress are still not ready to cosponsor 
the Bill, they are indicating for the first time 
that they will not work actively against it, and 
that may make all the difference. The possi
bility of a Senate hearing is expected in 1995. 

An effective way for taxpayers to support 
a Peace Tax Fund Bill is through the "10,000 
Letters: A Witness for Conscience" program. 
Launched in November 1994, the campaign's 
goal is for I 00 activists to generate I 0 letters 
each month. Over the next year, this program 
will produce I 0,000 letters of support to Con
gress, as well-as boost the profile and priority 
of the issue of conscientious objection to mili
tary taxes. Over 50 activists have made a 
commitment to the program, which means 50 
more are still needed. For more information 
on how to participate, contact the National 
Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund, 2121 Decatur 
Place NW, Washington, DC 20008. 

A Center for Nonviolent Action opened in 
Israel on Oct. l 0, 1994, when it was regis
tered as a Public Association. The center plans 
to translate and publish material in Hebrew 
on nonviolent approaches to conflict resolu
tion, organize seminars, and help develop non
violent methods for action. "Despite a long 
tradition of public activism in Israel on levels 
of political, economic, and social involve
ment," says its chairman, Yisrael Medad, 
"there does oot exist as a neutral organization 
any group that promotes the idea of nonvio
lent activism to further such goals. This past 
year has seen a spurt of protest activity and 
many have been trying to shape the cam
paign, and others, with the principles of non
violence uppermost." Yisrael Medad may be 
contacted at P.O. Box 31603, Jerusalem, Is
rael. (From Peace Media Service, reprinted 
from Fellowship, January/February 1995) 
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Bulletin Board 

•"Gathering the Light" is the theme of Friends 
General Conference's 1995 annual gathering, 
July 1-8, at Western Michigan University, 
Kalamazoo, Mich. The gathering will include 
worship, Bible study, hymn singing, programs 
for all ages, and a wide variety of workshops. 
Grounded in worship, workshops will exam
ine social, personal, and Friendly concerns, 
and many will focus on core Quaker topics of 
spirituality, Friends faith and practice, and 
Friends testimonies. Activities and workshops 
are planned for children and young adult 
Friends, and childcare is available. Friends' 
centers, gathering places for participants with 
common interests, include areas for men, 
singles, women, Friends of color, and camp
ers. Evening programs will include presenta
tions and performances addressing Quaker 
interests and issues. Featured speakers in
clude Harvey Gillman from Britain Yearly 
Meeting, Kara Newell from AFSC, singer/ 
songwriter and activist Si Kahn, and Marty 
Grundy from Cleveland (Ohio) Meeting. Reg
istrations that include children participants 
must be postmarked by May 31. A $50 late 
fee will apply to any registration postmarked 
after May 31. For more information, contact 
FGC, 1216 Arch St., #2B, Philadelphia, PA 
19107, telephone (215) 561-1700. 

•Events are being organized this year through
out the world to commemorate the 50th anni
versary of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, Japan. The War Resisters' 
League has developed a comprehensive "Or
ganizing Packet" to assist groups or individu
als to sponsor events in their own communi
ties. The packet costs $7, plus $ 1.40 for post
age. To order, contact the War Resisters' 
League, 339 Lafayette St., New York, NY 
10012, telephone (212) 228-0450. (From Con
science Canada, Spring 1995) 

•"Education and the Culture of Peace: Teach
ing, Learning, and Decision-Making" is the 
theme for the 16th annual conference of 
Friends Association for Higher Education, 
June 22-25, at Haverford College, Haverford, 
Pa. Co-sponsored by Haverford College and 
Friends Council on Education, the weekend's 
speakers will include David Mallery, Mary 
Rose O'Reilley, and Michael J. Sheeran, S.J. 
Queries for the conference are: "How would 
the classroom and the institution change if we 
took seriously the Quaker belief in that of 
God in everyone?" and "How would gover
nance in our institutions change if we relied 
more fully upon the Quaker decision-making 
process?" Workshops and presentations will 
be offered on the peaceable classroom, con
flict resolution, cooperative learning, and con
sensual decision-making. Child care will be 
available. For more information, contact 
Helene Pollock, President's Office, Haverford 
College, 370 Lancaster Ave., Haverford,· PA 
19041 , telephone ( 61 0) 896-1020, e-mail 
hpollock@haverford.edu. 
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R eturned to Print 
After 100 Years! 

Quaker Strongholds 
Caroline E. Steplhen 

clAssic bAs bee n quAlity printed on 80lb recycled 

pAper And sturdi ly bArdbound in A smytbsown binding. $14.9 5 
Also available: q]rotfret- !:{,IIWP"ence Wind and Rock Press 

~ (Yfre JPt-actice of tfte JPt-esence of Gotf P.O. Box 6241 
y Softbound, Deluxe Edition . ... $4.95 Chula Vista; CA 91909 

FRIENDS HOME AT WOODSTOWN 
A Quaker-Sponsored Retirement Facility 
• One-bedroom Woods Court 

Apartments for People over 60 
• Residential facility with 

community dining 
• Delicious, nutritious meals 

• 60-bed Medicare & Medicaid 
Certified Nursing Home 

• Pastoral Setting 
• Caring, supportive staff 

P.O. Box 457, Friends Drive • Woodstown, NJ 08098 • (609) 769-1500 

FRIENDS JOURNAL is designed to nourish the mind as well as the soul with 
articles on social and political concerns, spiritual journeys, and Friends 
news. Many Friends continue to enjoy the stimulating articles, sensitive 

poetry and illustrations, thoughtful book reviews, timely news features, and 
lively readers' forum. We invite your participation in the dialogue. 

Use the coupon below to receive 

THREE FREE ISSUES 
If you enjoy your free issues, 

consider a subscription. 
Please sign me up fot 
[J 3 free issues. 

-OR- 161SSUES 
FOR THE PRICE OF 12 

0 1 $21 (Overseas 
n y . subscribers 

add$6 (or 
postage.) 

[J 16 issues for the price of 12. (Check enclosed/ Bill me} 

Nrune. ________________________________________________ ___ 

Ad~es~-----------------------------------------------
City/State/ Zip:'---------------------
Te~phone. __________________________________________ __ 

Return to 
1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102-1497 
Telephone: (215} 241-7115 Fax: (215} 568-13n 
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Send for 
a list of 

your friends. 
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When you're struggling with a 
mental or emotional problem, 
where do you tum? Those close to 
you can provide compassion and 
understanding, but sometimes you 
need more-the help of an expert 
trained to understand problems 
like yours. 

Tlris is when Friends of a 
different sort can help. Friends 
Hospital has only one purpose: 
to treat mental and emotional 
illnesses. 

We'd like to send you our free 
"Guide to Staff." Its a hst of our 
people, programs and philosophy. 
You'll see the depth of knowledge 
we have here. And you can use it 
to call any one of our physicians. 

Keep it handy. Mental and 
emotional problems affect millions 
of people. You never know when 
you might need Friends. 

Send coupon to: 

HOSPITAL 
4641 Roosevelt Boulevard 

Philadelphia, PA 19124-2399 
or call: 215•831•4600 

Please send your free Guide to Staff, with 
a fuU list of Friends physicians, their 
backgrounds and phone numbers. 

Name. ____________________ ___ 

Addre$, ________________ _ 

City ____ ___ ___ _ 

State Zip. __________ _ 
(All information is kept strictly confidential) 

•Washington Quaker Workcamps, in coop
eration with Martha's Table Children's Cen
ter, will conduct two international voluntary 
workcamps, July 1-29 and July 29-Aug. 26, 
for young adults 18 and older. These 
workcamps will include several days of train
ing in nonviolence and conflict resolution 
skills, appropriate ways of working with chil
dren, and general team building activities, 
then three weeks of work with the summer 
program staff at Martha's Table Children's 
Center in Washington, D.C. Opportunities 
will be available for weekend field trips. The 
deadline for applications is the end of May. 
For more infonnation, contact Washington 
QuakerWorkcamps, 1225 Geranium St., NW, 
Washington, DC 20012, telephone (202) 722-
1461, fax (202) 723-5376. 

•The 1995 Leo and Freda Pfeffer Peace Prize 
of the Fellowship of Reconciliation is open 
for nominations. The prize is given to persons 
or groups of any nation who have dedicated 
their energies and passions to building struc
tures of peace by nonviolent means and eradi
cating the injustices that beset societies. Those 
who receive this prize have shown, through 
the tenacity of their purpose and the impact of 
their achievements, that peace is indeed the 
way. The Pfeffer Peace Prize confers $2,500 
and a scroll. The closing deadline for nomina
tions is June 1. For more infonnation or to 
obtain a nominating fonn, contact the A wards 
Coordinator, Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
P.O. Box 271, Nyack, NY 10960, telephone 
(914) 358-4601, fax (914) 358-4924. 

• An intensive program ofleadership develop
ment and nonviolence training for youth will 
be held June 24-30 in Santa Cruz, Calif. The 
program is sponsored by the National Coali
tion to End Barrio Warfare/Barrios Unidos 
and the Resource Center for Nonviolence. 
Activities will include meetings with com
munity organizations, examination of non
violent social change theory, skill sharing 
workshops, and shared reflection on partici
pants' successes and challenges in organizing 
work. The cost for the week-long program is 
$250-$350 on a sliding scale basis, including 
housing, food, travel during the program, and 
materials. Scholarship assistance and childcare 
are available. Deadline for applications is May 
15. For more infonnation, contact the Re
source Center for Nonviolence, 515 Broad
way, Santa Cruz, CA 95060, telephone (408) 
423-1626, fax (408) 423-8716. 

•Peacemaker Congress '95, "50-year Jubilee: 
Transfonning Violence, Embracing Nonvio
lence," will take place May 26-29 in . 
Chicago, Ill. Sponsored by Christian Peace
maker Teams and New Call to Peacekeeping, 
the conference's main speakers will be Elise 
Boulding and Hubert Brown. Workshop top
ics include Domestic Violence, Victim-Of
fender Mediation, CPT Urban Violence 

Project, Parenting for Peace and Justice, Na
tive People: Justice and Peace, Homophobia 
and Christian Peacemaking, Taxes for Life: 
Systemic Violence and Military Taxes, Peace 
During War: Peacemaking on the College 
Campus, Christian Peacemaker Corps: Sto
ries from Haiti, and Congregational Conflict 
and Mediation. Conference activities include 
daily worship, folk dancing, children's pro
grams and workshops, nonviolence training, 
and a Memorial Day peace action. To regis
ter, contact Peacemaker Congress '95, CPT, 
P.O. Box 6508, Chicago, IL 69680, telephone 
(312) 455-1199. 

Calendar 
MAY 

4-"Kent State Remembered: A National Day of 
Conflict Resolution," the 25th anniversary of the 
shootings at Kent State University. Abington (Pa.) 
Meeting and Abington Friends School are hosting 
a week-long program, Aprii29-May 4, and Quaker 
meetings and schools are encouraged to partici
pate at their locations. Contact Fran Oldynski, 
coordinator, any evening except Tuesdays, at (215) 
745-7061. 

5-7-Piedmont Friends Fellowship, at Quaker Lake 
Conference Center, Climax, N.C. Contact Mary 
Smith, 1804 Madison Ave., Greensboro, NC 27403, 
telephone (919) 272-2430. 

5-8-Britain Yearly Meeting, at Friends House, 
London, England. Contact Recording Clerk, Friends 
House, Euston Rd., London NWI 2BJ, England, 
telephone (0171) 387-3601. 

7-Spring meeting of Friends Historical Associa
tion, at Old Cain Meetinghouse, Cain, Pa. Begin
ning with meeting for worship and followed by a 
bag lunch, the program includes brief historical 
comments on Cain Meetinghouse by Francis G. 
Brown, and "Removing to a Remote Place: The 
Migration of Friends to Western Pennsylvania, 
1780-1810," a presentation by Neva Jean Specht. 
Contact Friends Historical Collection, Haverford 
College Library, Haverford, PA 19041, telephone 
(610) 896-1161. 

12- 14-Denmark Yearly Meeting, Copenhagen, 
Denmark. Contact DYM Clerk, Quaker Centre, 
Vendersgade 29, 1363 Copenhagen K, Denmark, 
telephone (39) 696983. 

19-21-Netherlands Yearly Meeting, at 
Woudschoten, Zeist, Netherlands. Contact Quaker 
Secretariaat, Vossiusstraat 20, I 071 AD 
Amsterdam, Netherlands, telephone (20) 6794238. 

25-28- Sweden Yearly Meeting, Svartbacken, 
Sweden. Contact SYM Clerk, K vakargarden, 
Kristinehousgaten, Box 9166, S-1 0272 Stockholm, 
Sweden, telephone (175) 71243. 

26-29-"Forced Into Its Nature: Masculine Ag
gression As a Path to the Soul," a program with 
Jungian analyst Eugene Monick, at the 53rd an
nual Friends Conference on Religion and Psychol
ogy, at Lebanon Valley College, Annville, Pa. 
Contact Carol Kimball, 97 Gunderman Rd., Ithaca, 
NY 14850. 
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Books 

The Largest Amount of 
Good: Quaker Relief in 
Ireland, 1654--1921 
By Helen E. Hatton. McGill-Queen 's 
University Press, Montreal, Canada, 1993. 
270 pages. $44.95/cloth. 

The book begins with a survey of relevant 
Irish Quaker history. By the 1840s there were 
about 3,000 Irish Friends. Irish peasants, nearly 
all Roman Catholics, had subsisted almost 
entirely on potatoes. In 1845 a good crop 
rotted in the ground, and the blight recurred in 
several following years. People began to die 
of starvation. Throughout Ireland, food and 
means to obtain it were lacking by 1847. 
Corpses were buried without coffins or left 
lying in the streets. Winters 1845-49 were 
unusually severe. Clothes were in rags and 
fuel was lacking. "Famine fever'' and cholera 
became widespread. Of Ireland's 12 million 
people, an estimated one million died during 
the famine of starvation or related disease, 
and another million emigrated. British prime 
minister Lord John Russell believed destitu
tion should be a local concern, and belated 
government relief programs were ineffectual. 

Meanwhile, Quakers established soup 
kitchens and other means of relief. Local com
mittees were set up, and a Central Relief 
Committee (CRC) coordinated these efforts. 
Quakers with complete impartiality distrib
uted aid as needed, and were never accused of 
trying to proselyte, as some Protestant agen
cies were. Numerous problems arose. Most 
goods and money came from the United States. 
In an appendix, the total relief given by the 
CRC is evaluated at £151,114. The CRC was 
an ad hoc committee, not part of yearly meet
ing structure. But Irish Friends contributed 
heavily of time and money. Notable was 
wealthy Jonathan Pim who contributed much 
from his own resources, and as secretary of 
the CRC, he was indefatigable in supervising 
distribution. 

Friends were concerned about long-term 
causes of Irish destitution. They distributed 
gratis seeds of root crops, gave financial back
ing to improvement of fishing and fisheries, 
and promoted flax and linen production. Also, 
they were deeply involved in legislation which 
benefited Irish peasants. Jonathan Pim repre
sented Dublin in Parliament 1865- 74. 

The CRC was dissolved in 1865. But Irish 
Friends had already begun to participate in 
relief of need outside the British Isles, and 
Helen Hatton enumerates 12 such instances, 
JJSually results of wars. Chronologically the 
book concludes with Quaker relief of victims 
of the Anglo-Irish War, 1919-1921. 

The book has an overabundance of detail, 
and contains a few factual errors pertaining to 
Quaker history. But it is valuable for its pre
sentation of Irish Friends who, without defi
nite backing of their yearly meeting, contrib-
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uted generously of their time, money, and 
strength to relief of suffering. Light is thrown 
on problems arising from hunger in many 
parts oftoday's world. 

-Ralph H. Pickett 

Ralph H. Pickett, a retired history professor, 
is a member of Providence (Pa.) Meeting. 

Path of Resistance, The 
Practice of Civil 
Disobedience 
By Per Hemgren, translated by Margaret 
Rainey. New Society Publishers, 
Philadelphia, Pa., /993. 214 pages. $14.951 
paperback. 

Per Herngren describes civil disobedience 
as a democratic action with the purpose and 
power to stimulate dialogue in unjust situa
tions, bringing what is morally right to the 
public's attention in order to promote positive 
change. He tells of first learning as a child the 
difference between protest and resistance. He 
would argue and scream, but would eventu
ally comply. His baby brother, on the other 
hand, when something was wrong, simply 
refused to cooperate. Disobedience often re
quires practice and overcoming fear. Herngren 
challenges us to recognize situations where 
we are asked or commanded to do something 
which may be hurtful to someone else. He 
encourages us to take every opportunity to 
refuse to be obedient in such cases. 

A Swedish activist and nonviolence trainer, 
Hemgren has engaged in Plowshares actions 
in the United States and spent time in Danbury 
Federal Prison. His book provides history, 
philosophy, practical guidance, and a wealth 
of examples from hands-on experiences of 
civil disobedience, including engaging vi
gnettes from the sanctuary movement, Plow
shares actions, the Pledge of Resistance, dis
armament, peace camps and blockades, and 
conscientious objection. It covers the how-tos 
of outreach, public education, planning an 
action, overcoming fear, turning the opponent 
around, consensus/participatory decision mak
ing, and effectively dealing with court and 
jail. 

An excellent overview of civil disobedi
ence from Thoreau to current struggles is 
presented. It is for anyone seeking to under
stand or engage in civil disobedience, for 
friends and supporters of activists, and for 
those of us who encounter injustice in our 
lives. That means all of us. 

This book is especially of value for Friends. 
As we endeavor to live God's will, we may be 
called to a higher, divine obedience that at 
times may conflict with the law. We may be 
required to engage in civil disobedience to 
remain faithful. Other members of our wor
shiping community may be so called and may 

Fyfe & Miller 
FUNERAL SERVICE 
7047 Germantown Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19119 

(215) 247-8700 
James E. Fyfe Edward K. Miller 

Simple earth burial 
and cremation service 

available at reasonable cost. 

Washington, D.C. is Affordable 
at William Penn House 

Enjoy simple lodging on Capitol 
Hill. A short walk to the Capitol, 
Supreme Court, Library of Con
gress. Groups welcomed. Breakfast 
included. 

Public Policy Seminars 
Your meeting or school group can 
meet with government officials, lob
byists, diplomats, activists, and 
members of Congress to discuss is
sues of concern to you. 

William Penn House 
515 East Capitol Street SE 

Washington, DC 20003 
(202) 543-5560 

DISCOVER QUAKER PHILADELPHIA 
Two-hour walking tours of William Penn's 
original city of brotherly love, in honor of 
Penn's 350th birthday. 
Send a SASE for schedule to: QUAKER 
TOURS, Box 1632, Media, PA 19063. 

American Friends Service Committee
Intermountain Yearly Meeting 

Joint Service Project 
Work, Serve, Learn, Experience 

June 3-14: 
Hopi and Dineh Nations 

July 30-August 6: 
Oglala Lakota Nation 

For more lnfonnatlon, contact: 
Mike Gray, project coordinator 
991 0-B Poudre Canyon Hwy. 

Bellvue, CO 80512 
(303) 490-2585 
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- --need our understanding and 
support. Resistance is not 
only for activists. Our divine 
obedience may also be called 
for in our work places or in 
our families. The principles 
in this book can be applied to 
any situation in which our 
consciences won't allow us 
to obey the rules or authority 
we are presented. They 
strengthen our testimony to 
speak truth to power, chal
lenging us to stand firm and 
live that truth and its conse-

---=~ · -- -

quences. 
-Mary Link 

Mary Link is a member of 
Mt. Toby (Mass.) Meeting, a 
promoter of nonviolence, a 
war tax resister, and former 
international secretary of 
Peace Brigades Interna
tional. 

Wilt Thou Go on 
My Errand? 
Three 18th
Century Journals 
of Quaker Women 
Ministers, 
Susanna Morris 
1682-1755, Elizabeth 
Hudson 1722-1783, Ann 
Moore 1710--1783 
Edited by Margaret Hope Bacon. Pendle 
Hill Publications, Wallingford, Pa., 1994. 
416 pages. $16/paperback. 

These are journals of three American 
Quaker women of the 18th century who were 
"drawn to travel in the service of truth" in 
England as well as in the American colonies. 
The accounts are day-by-day chronicles of 
where they traveled, where they lodged, and 
what meetings they had. They traveled mostly 

. with a companion, mostly by horseback, and 
in all kinds ofweather-<>ppressive heat, rain, 
sleet, and snow. They visited many First Day 
and weekday meetings, often two a day, many 
quarterly and yearly meetings, and even many 
large meetings called especially for non
Friends in court houses, town halls, and mar
kets, as well as in their hosts' homes, where 
they were pleasantly surprised at what large 
crowds came on short notice and how atten
tive and responsive they were. 

All three were constantly concerned about 
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either "outrunning the Guide" or failing to 
follow a leading. One-Elizabeth Hudson
tells of sitting silently through several meet
ings where she was expected to speak and 
twice feeling constrained afterward to explain 
why she didn't: she had been given no mes
sage to speak. 

When a message was given them, it often 
was a particular Bible verse that they were to 
expound on, and they were sure it was be
cause of the special needs of certain hearers 
who were present. 

Hearers were described as light and airy or 
as sound and solid. Meetings were described 
as exercising, close, or hard, or as rendering 
good service, comfortable, satisfactory, sweet, 
or "heavenly because the master blessed us 
with his presence." Especially difficult times 
were seen as ''baptisms." Dry spells brought 
agony but were seen as times of testing, when 
the master was bringing them low for their 
own good. Misfortunes, even shipwrecks, 
were seen as kind interventions by God to test 
and strengthen them. Once, when Susanna 
Morris's horse threw her, she said God was 
pleased to see that she was set down in a soft, 
muddy place. 

Their biblical knowledge 
was extensive, and at least one 
enjoyed giving tit for tat to an 
attender she had not realized 
was a Methodist preacher. 
When he reminded her that 
Paul said women should not 
speak in church, Ann Moore 
said yes, but in another place 
he recommended several 
women as fellow laborers in 
the church, and the prophet 
spoke of the day that was to 
come when the Lord would 
pour out his spirit upon sons 
and daughters, "and said I, why 
could he not qualify a female 
as well as a male inasmuch as 
male and female is one in the 
Lord Jesus." The minister al
lowed as how God could do 

~ that but there were some things 
~ he wouldn't do, and besides 
~ the "laying on of hands of the 
~ Presbytery, as said in the Bible, 
5 was necessary too." But when 

c3 she asked him to show her 
5 where, he pled lack of time 
~ and escaped to another room. 
:'.: Far from being feminists, 
~ these women accepted the be
~ lief of the time that women 
§ were weak, especially subject 
t.:l to evil. They believed that they 
·~ were "poor worms" honored 
~ by a gracious god to work for 
{ his glory. They saw this life as 
--; preparation for the next and 

believed that the Reasoner (Sa
tan) was constantly trying to lead them astray. 
To be traveling ministers, they must thus to
tally subjugate their personal selthood and 
creaturely wishes, including their desire to be 
with their families. They do all confess to 
feeling joy when God finally let them go 
home after perhaps three years away and they 
found their families well. 

- Mamie Clark 

Marnie Clark is a meinber of Chapel Hill 
(N.C.) Meeting and the Friends Journal Board 
of Managers. 

Anne Hutchinson and the 
Puritans: An Early 
Punerican Tragedy 
By William Dun/ea. Dorrance Publishing 
Co., Pittsburgh, Pa., 1993. 286 pages. 
$10.9 5/paperback. 

Anne Hutchinson and her family followed 
her Puritan teacher, John Cotton, to the Mas
sachusetts Bay Colony in 1634. Anne was a 
gifted healer and midwife, and soon became 
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President 
The Board of Trustees of Guilford College, ·Greensboro, North Carolina, 
seeks nominations and expressions of interest for the position of president 
for an appointment beginning June 1, 1996. Guilford 

College Founded in 1837 by the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), Guilford is 
a coeducational liberal arts college with an enrollment of approximately 

1450 ITE students (including approximately 300 ITE students in Continuing Education programs) 
and a faculty of about 90. The college's operating budget is $30.1 million, and the market value of its 
endowment is approximately $38 million. 

Among the criteria against which candidates will be judged, the following are especially relevant 

• A member of the Society of Friends or one who is so familiar with and supportive of Quaker 
values as to feel at home and be effective in leading a Quaker college with a tradition of 
consensual governance. 

• An academic leader with the experience and preparation to continue the enhancement of 
Guilford's academic programs and their emphasis on international, intercultural, and 
interdisciplinary learning; and the ability to serve as an influential spokesperson and 
advocate for private liberal arts colleges locally, regionally, and nationally. 

• A person with the instinct and talent for fundraising who will enthusiastically accept a 
leading role in raising annual and capital funds from individuals, corporations, and 
foundations. 

• An administrator with demonstrated success in institutional management who has the 
vision to see the challenges and possibilities of private liberal arts colleges in a broad 
political, cultural, economic, and social context. We seek a person who will respond to the 
issues of severe constraints on tuition increases, increasing faculty and student diversity, 
and information technology. 

Nominations and expressions of interest should be sent to: 

J. Wilbert Edgerton, Chair 
Presidential Search Committee 
P.O. Box 8766 
Greensboro, NC 27419 

Telephone inquiries should be directed to Gordon Soenksen at (910) 316-2320. 

Guilford College is an Equal Opportunity Employer. We strongly encourage applications and expres
sions of interest from women and minority candidates. 
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\lTFSTTOWN 
VVsc H o o L 

We Invite You to Discover the Value of a Westtown Education 
A 200-year-old tradition of Quaker Education 

Westtown is a Quaker, coed school, offering a day school 
in grades pre-K through 10 and boarding in grades 9 through 12. 

Pre-K class begins at age 4-112 with extended day available. 

Please contact the Admissions Office 
Westtown School, Westtown, PA 19395• 610-399-7900 

For a free prospectus 
and other materials 

call toll-free 
24 hours a day: 

1-800-767-1729 
Pox World Fund shores 
ore available for sole in 

all 50 states. 

What kind of a 

world do you want 

ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND? 

PEACEFUL? 

WITH EQUAL OPPORTUNITY? 

Then Consider Pox World Fund• 

Pax World is a no-load, diversified balanced 
mutual fund designed for those who wish to 

develop income and to invest in life-supportive 
products and services. Pax invests in such 

industries as pollution control, health care, food, 
housing, education, and leisure time. 

The fund does not invest in weapons production, 
nuclear power, or the tobacco, alcohol or 

gambling industries. Various opportunities are 
available: Regular Accounts, IRA's, Educational 
Accounts, SEP-IRA's, and 403(b) Pension Plans. 
Minimum investment $250. Send no money. 

*PAX WORLD FUND IS THE ONLY MUTUAL FUND IN THE 

NATION AFFILIATED WITH A FOUNDATION THAT, FOR TWELVE 

YEARS, HAS SUPPORTED TREE PLANTING IN AREAS OF THE 

DEFORESTED THIRD WORLD. 

widely known and loved. She also was an 
intelligent and charismatic teacher who gath
ered over 60 women twice a week in her 
home to discuss the sermons preached in 
Boston's church. She challenged the male 
establishment, especially by teaching a "cov
enant of grace" by which individuals, through 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, come into relation
ship with God. The official Calvinist theol
ogy, which she dismissed as a "covenant of 
works," distrusted the Spirit and depended on 
a statement of faith, an upright life, and mem
bership in the church as the basis for knowing 
one was part of the elect. When, during her 
trial, Anne told of a revelation, her doom was 
sealed; her prosecutors believed the Spirit 
stopped teaching with the completion of the 
Bible. Anne was banished and excommuni
cated. Only her family and Mary Dyer stood 
beside her as she was cast out of the church. 
Others, however, joined her in exile in Rhode 
Island. 

After the death of her husband, Anne pur
chased land in New Amsterdam. Unknow
ingly, she moved into a tense situation be
tween the Dutch and disgruntled Native 
Americans who were not paid for their land 
They eventually retaliated by massacring 
whites, including the pacifist Hutchinson fam
ily, and were in tum wiped out by the Dutch. 

Anne is an important figure in Protestant
ism, immediately preceding the Quakers. Al
though occasionally the author's infatuation 
with his own words obfuscates rather than 
clarifies, the book describes Anne's strengths 
and weaknesses and puts her solidly into her 
New England Puritan context. The Bay Colony 
establishment's fear and hatred of her help 
explain their cruel treatment of Quakers two 
decades later. 

-Marty Grundy 

Marty Grundy is a member of Cleveland 
(Ohio) Meeting. 

Silent Friends: A Quaker 
Quilt 
By Margaret Lacey. Stormline Press, 
Urbana, Ill., 1992. 108 pages. $14.95/ 
hardcover. 

Silence is a vehicle for passion and repres
sion, inspiration and denigration. Margaret 
Lacey uses Quaker silence in Silent Friends: 
A Quaker Quilt in as comprehensive a way as 
any author I know. She describes the interlac
ing of three generations in her slender book 
about Conservative Iowa Friends in a series 
of short stories and vignettes that, affixed to 
each other (the other metaphor of the quilt), 
illustrate how a family lives and inherits its 
own culture. 

In some ways, her portrait is all Quaker 
and not Quaker at all, and this is its strength. 
The people she describes are real for their 
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own selves; that they append a Quaker culture 
makes them more real, but not more isolated 
from the rest of humankind. She infuses her 
characters with a passionate reticenc(}-some
times more like a deranged quietud(}-that 
speaks for an experience at once graceful for 
its restraint and grotesque for its repression. I 
admire Lacey's ability-rare in writers of 
Quaker life--neither to idealize nor to editori
alize about Quaker life but to use it as a 
backdrop, showing how people cope or in
deed find beauty in a cultural pattern that 
determines the catalyst and not the limitation 
for human behavior. 

The most fully presented portraits are of 
Abner and Rachel. Abner is a lobotomized 
brother of Rachel's husband, an incessant 
rocker in his rocking chair, a man who pounds 
the table occasionally as an echo ofhis former 
life wherein oppressed and obsessed rage ren
dered him incapable ofliving a normal life. In 
one way Abner is the Silent Friend of vora
cious quelling of anger that turns inward, like 
the locust that will devour its own body. Abner 
says his operation made him free of violence, 
but we know the cost. Abner's suicide is a gift 
to his family-the pond he built on the farm 
becomes the instrument of God's will for life 
as assured as his own death in that pond. 

Rachel, his sister-in-law, has endured 
Abner's presence in the house over many 
years and is terrified that he will turn his rage 
against her daughter. Rachel lives in the 
shadow of duty and lov(}-with the convic.. 
tion that restraint is its own form of silence 
whose gift elicits a humble obedience to the 
greater forms of continuity and family. She 
prevails over the years of fear, with experi
ences deeper than her daughter Caroline's 
view of her Uncle Abner as the giver of a 
pond he built for her. At her own death, Rachel 
releases to her daughter her own indignation 
at a life as unfulfilled as it was patient. "Was it 
a hard death?" Caroline's husband asks her. 
''No," Caroline answers, "it was a hard life." 

The Iowa landscape is bleak but deep-it 
is hardly flat. And while the story is fondly 
narrated, it is not sentimental. It is unusually 
difficult to write well about Quaker life, I am 
convinced, and I don't quite know why. There 
seems to be an elevation of faith as good 
works rather than as God's grace that some
how forces Quaker life to be breathed better 
by essay rather than by fiction. But Margaret 
Lacey uses story-telling effectively about the 
Quaker experience, a life that may be dying in 
the Conservative Iowa plains but which she 
imprints with a passion that is hardly silent 

-Richard Eldridge 

Richard Eldridge is a member of Doylestown 
(Pa.) Meeting and a sojourning member of 
15th Street (N.Y.) Meeting. He is clerk of the 
Board of Friends Journal. 
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Resources 

The Ebor Press, Huntington Road, York Y03 
9HS, England. 

•Interested in taking a private spiritual retreat 
on the Great Plains? Perhaps North Dakota 
Friend Holly Jennings can help with her book, 
Prairie Retreats: A sojournor's guide to places 
of spiritual renewal in North Dakota. The 
guidebook includes information on 20 mon
asteries, church camps, and retreat centers, 
plus drawings of each site. Copies are avail

, able for $9.75 from ScatterSeed Press, 1311 

•Gardeners in Community, the newsletter of 
a group by the same name, is published by 
Helene Huber. The group's mission state
ment is "Gardeners in Community, realizing 

. the need for God' s continuing guidance and 
spirit, seeks to cooperate with persons of good 
will to foster garden culture and recreate pas
toral atmosphere as a vital part of a just, free, 
and sustainable society." Introductory copies 
of the newsletter are available from Helene at 
P.O. Box 86, Salford, PA 18957. Please en
close a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

•Colonialism on Trial, by Don Monet and 
Skanu 'u, is a documentary of the Gitdsan and 
Wet'suwet'en sovereignty trial in Canada. A 
rich compilation of cartoons, photos, court 
transcripts, newspaper articles, political dia
logue, and incisive arguments from the indig
enous peoples, this book poignantly details 
the events of the Delgamuukw vs. Her Maj
esty the Queen trial in 1991. Order for $17.50 
from New Society Publishers, 4527 Spring
field Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19143. 

•Reg and Ethel, by Robert Huxter, chronicles 
the lives of two influential English Friends 
and their work for peace, justice, and interna
tional understanding. Reginald Reynolds 
(1905- 1958) and his wife, Ethel Mannin 
(1900-1984), were involved in issues from 
the Spanish Civil War to nuclear disarma
ment, from freedom for Africa to the plight of 
Palestinian Arabs. The 263-page, illustrated 
book is available from William Sessions Ltd., 

Elm St. North, Fargo, ND 58102. 

•"Creative Conflict Solving for Kids Grades 
3-4" is designed to help students develop a 
wide range of conflict resolution skills and 
attitudes, from positive self-esteem to deci
sion making. "Mediation for Kids Grades 4-
12" is a classroom package on third-party 
involvement in conflict resolution. It includes 
guidelines for fighting fair, paraphrasing, and 
active listening. Prices range from $12.95 to 
$76.95. Order with Visa or MasterCard from 
Peace Education Foundation, Inc., telephone 
(800) 749-8838. (From Fellowship, January/ 
February 1994). 

•Math for a Change is a publication for math 
teachers in search of a way to make their 
students more aware of injustices in the world, 
and at the same time make their teaching 
more interesting and effective. The resource 
offers problems for high school math students 
up to and including BC Calculus. Lessons 
include: Inhumane Working Conditions: solv
ing equations; A Blow to Democracy: com
paring ratios to percents; Race and Poverty 
Trends in the U.S.A: percentiles, percents, 
and misleading statistics; Overcrowded Liv
ing Conditions: area, volume, and measure
ment; Foreign Debt in Central America: Ana
lyzing data and manipulating large numbers; 
and The Poor Get Poorer: choosing a suitable 
graph to represent data. For information on 
how to order, write to Kevin J. Mistrik, Loyola 
Academy, 1100 N. Laramie, Wilmette, IL 
60091. 

Observe Thursday May 4, 1995 

Kent State Remembered: 

Participate 

A National Day of Confllct Resolution 

Abington (Pa.l Monthly Meeting in conjunction with Abington Friends School will com
memorate the 25th anniversary of one of our nation's most tragic and controversial events: 
the senseless. killing of four Kent State University students during a confrontation with the 
Ohio National Guard. Our week-long program will focus on the need for peaceful and 
nontlueatening resolution of conflict in our global and local communities. Featured will be 
guest speakers. seminars, workshops, a candlelight meeting for worship, and a benefit 
concert. We invite other monthly meetings and schools to consider joining us in this 
important initiative. Coordinator: Francis J. Oldynski (2151 745-7061 (evenings) 
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Newtown, PA 18940 

Founded in 1893 by the Society of Friends, George School is a co
educational boarding and day school for students in grades 9-12. 

The college preparatory curriculum emphasizes Friends values and includes: 

• Courses on 4levels of challenge • International Baccalaureate (18) 
• Advanced Placement (AP) • International workcamps 
• English as a Second Language (ESL) • Required community service 
• Foreign study • Required full-year courses in the arts 
• 13 interscholastic sports for boys and girls 

For more information, please contact the Admissions Office: 215/579-6547. 

Milestones 

Births/ Adoptions 
Adams-Maraina Lo Relle Adams, on Jan. 14, to 
Priscilla and Bruce Adams, of Medford (N.J.) 
Meeting. 

Bank-Allison Carinthia Bank, on Oct. 12, 1994, 
to Daryl Stoner Bank and Bradley Bank, of 
Germantown (Pa.) Meeting. 

Fleck-Maeghan Aileen Fleck, on Jan. 16, to 
Marilyn and Joel Fleck, of Quaker Street (N.Y.) 
Meeting. 

Florlo-Jesse Roger Florio, on Dec. 21, 1994, to 
Ann Marie and Roger Florio, of Housatonic 
(Conn.) Meeting. 

Gumpert- Loura Elise Gumpert, on Dec. 13, 
1994, to Sue Silveira and Peter Gumpert, of 
Beacon Hill (Mass.) Meeting. 

HaJJ-Isaac Leigh Betts Hall, on Nov. 29, 1994, 
to Chris and Jim Hall, of Housatonic (Conn.) 
Meeting. 

Holt-Kathleen Joy Holt, on Oct. 28, 1994, to 
Mary Beth Spinks Holt and Edward Spinks Holt. 
Mary is a member and Edward is an attender of 
Orchard Park (N.Y.) Meeting. 

Jones-Bridget Marie Jones, on Oct. 5, 1994, to 
Renee and James (Jim) Jones. Jim is a member of 
Shrewsbury (N.J.) Meeting. 

Nicholson-Eric Stephen Nicholson, on Oct. 31, 
1994, to Cynthia and Stephen Nicholson, of 
Germantown (Pa.) Meeting. 

Paulmler-Beau Silas Paulmier, on Nov. 10, 
1994, to Lillian and Gregory Paulrnier, of 
Germantown (Pa.) Meeting. 

Reed-Joseph David Reed, on Nov. 5, 1994, to 
Tracy and Paul Reed, Jr., of Durham (Maine) 
Meeting. 

Scanlort-Louis and Ruth Scanlon, twins, on 
Dec. 13, 1994, to Mary Eagleson and Matthews 
Scanlon, members of Scarsdale (N.Y.) Meeting. 

Stuart-Megan Stuart, on Jan. 16, to Maureen 
Jaquette-Stuart and John Stuart, of Palo Alto 
(Calif.) Meeting. 

Marriages/Unions 
Baym-Ciark-Rex Clark and Nancy Baym, on 
May 21, 1994. Rex is a member of Albany (N.Y.) 
Meeting. 

Brown-Bortree-Wi/liam Bortree and Carol 
Brown, on June 4, 1994. William is a member of 
Scarsdale (N.Y.) Meeting. 

Roge~Kahrt-Barry Kahn and Joanne Rogers, 
on Oct. 13, 1994, under the care of Poplar Ridge 
(N.Y.) Meeting, of which Barry is a member. 

Strakosch-Walz-John Walz and Kathy 
Strakosch, on Jan. 14, at and under the care of 
Summit (N.J.) Meeting. 

Stewart-Robertson-Lewis Robertson and D. 
Lyn Stewart, on Dec. 31 , 1994, at and under the 
care of Baltimore (Md.) Meeting, Stony Run. 

Deaths 
Pyle-Ricarda Pearson Pyle, 91, on Sept. 3, 1994, 
in Los Gatos, Calif. Ricarda was born in Whittier, 
Calif., to Quaker parents. Her mother was a re
corded Friends minister, and although she suffered 
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a paralytic stroke early in Ricarda's life, Ricarda 
was deeply influenced by her life and ministry, 
which helped to shape Ricarda's commitment to 
Quaker values and to the importance of an edu
cated ministry for Friends. Ricarda and her hus
band, Randolph Pyle! were active in the Quaker 
college communities in which Randolph taught 
mathematics: William Penn, Earlham, and Whittier 
colleges. (They especially enjoyed leading Whittier 
College's student program in Copenhagen, Den
mark.) The Pyles participated in Friends activities 
wherever they lived. They were deeply involved in 
work with the Southern California branch of the 
American Friends Service Committee during the 
World War II years and immediately thereafter. 
Their church home for much of their Jives was First 
Friends Church in Whittier, Calif. After the death 
of her husband in 1987, Ricarda continued her 
active participation in San Jose (Calif.) Meeting; 
serving on the Ministry and Oversight Committee. 
Her Quaker background and her personal qualities 
provided wisdom, common sense, and a spiritual 
depth invaluable to the meeting. Jn addition to her 
meeting activities, Ricarda's interests included her 
family, her doll collection, and her study of Japa
nese culture, especially haiku. She enjoyed writ
ing, and wrote essays and poems until her last 
days. Ricarda is survived by a daughter, Nancy 
Andreasen; four grandchildren; and three great
grandchildren. 

Ramberg-Edward Granville Ramberg, 87, on 
Jan. 9, in Southampton, Pa., of complications re
sulting from meningitis infection. Born in Flo
rence, Italy, Edward spent his childhood there and 
in Munich, Germany. He attended college in the 
United States at Reed and Cornell colleges, fol
lowed by graduate work at Cornell and 
Sommerfeld's Institute for Theoretical Physics in 
Munich, where he received a PhD in 1932. Edward 
was a member of Southampton (Pa.) Meeting. He 
served for a decade as recorder for the Peace 
Committee of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, and 
was secretary for the Peace and Social Service 
Committee of Bucks Quarterly Meeting. Through 
his absolute dedication to the work and issues of 
the United Nations, Edward founded and served as 
a volunteer for 25 years on Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting's United Nations Committee. He also 
served as treasurer for the Bucks County branch of 
Amnesty International. In 1939, with his wife, 
Sarah Sargent Ramberg, Edward was among the 
founding families of the cooperative community 
known as Bryn Gweled Homesteads in 
Southampton, whose purpose was to establish an 
atmosphere where families of any race or creed or 
beliefs could live fully. Edward did alternative 
service during World War 1l as a mental hospital 
attendant. A gifted physicist employed by RCA 
Laboratories in Princeton, N.J., he developed much 
of the theory of the first electron microscope, and 
contributed to the design of the television tube, 
color television, and electron and light lenses. In 
recognition of his contributions, he was awarded 
several David Sarnoff A wards, named after the 
founder of RCA, and was a Fulbright Lecturer. 
Edward's later life was full with his volunteer 
work and making jams from wild berries and fruits 
found on walks around his beloved Bryn Gweled 
Edward is survived by seven nieces and nephews; 
and many friends. 

Sanden-Edwin Allen Sanders, 80, on Jan. 29, at 
the Germantown Nursing Home, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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WILLIAM PENN CHARTER SCHOOL 
303 Years of Quaker Education 

Est. 1689 
Kindergarten through 

Twelfth Grade 

Operated under Charter issued by William Penn . The William Penn Charter 
School is a Quaker college-preparatory school committed to nurturing in girls 
and boys the education of the mind, the quickening of the spirit, and the 
development of the body. Penn Charter stresses high standards in academics, 
the arts, and athletics. 

Friends are encouraged to apply both as students and as teachers. 

Earl J. Ball III, Headmaster 
3000 W. School House lane, Philadelphia, PA 19144 
(215) 844-3460 

SANDY SPRING 

FRIENDS 
SCHOOL 

• Boarding Option Grades 9 to 12 • Day: Pre-K through 12 
Five or seven day programs 

Outstanding college preparatory curriculum 
incorporating traditional Quaker values. 

e Upper School AP courses 

e Required community service 

e Strong arts and athletics programs 

e Travel abroad opportunities 

Situated on 140 acres in historic Quaker country, an hour's drive 
from Washington, D.C., Baltimore, or Annapolis. 

For further information: SANDY SPRING FRIENDS SCHOOL, BOX 3, 
16923 NORWOOD ROAD, SANDY SPRING, MD 20860 
Phone: (301) 774-7455 Fax: (301) 924-1115 

Quaker Inner City School 
Endowment Fund 

We're trying to help a small group of well integrated Quaker 
schools that are doing a terrific job in inner city environments 
gain sufficient endowments to provide long-term financial sta
bility. For more information write or phone Imogene Angell, 150 
Kendal at Longwood, Kennett Square, P A 19348. ( 610) 388-0935. 
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Scattergood Friends School is a co-educational, college 
preparatory , boarding and day high school for 55 students 

• Excellent success in placing graduates in colleges and universities 
• 4: 1 student to faculty ratio 
• Small classes and attention to the needs and interests of individuals 
• Extensive outdoor and farm experiences 
• Caring and supportive community life 
• Emphasis upon cooperation rather than competition 
• Affordable tuition with extensive financial assistance 

For additional information, or to arrange a visit, 
call or write, Director of Admissions, Scattergood Friends School, 
Route 1, Box 32, West Branch, /A 52358-9715 (319) 643-7600 

Born in Dayton,' Ohio, and raised in Wilmington, 
Ohio, Ed was active with the Young Friends orga
nizations ofWilmington (Ohio) Meeting. He gradu
ated from Earlham College in 1938 and received a 
master's degree from Haverford College in 1939. 
Ed married his college sweetheart, Marian Binford, 
in 1939 and soon after they both joined the staff of 
Pacific College (now George Fox College) in Or
egon. That summer the couple participated in the 
American Friends Service Committee work camp 
at Quaker Hill, Richmond, Ind. Ed could not com
promise his Quaker pacifist ideals with the reality 
of the United States' build up for war, and was 
among the first to be arrested for violating the 
Conscription Act of 1940. Sentenced to a year at a 
federal prison camp, he was paroled in 1941 to the 
San Dimas Civilian Public Service camp where he 
served the duration of his sentence. In 1943 Ed was 
arrested again for refusing to sign his conscription 
questionnaire. He was paroled to Pacific Ackworth 
Friends School outside Los Angeles, Calif., to be 
their substitute teacher and bus driver. Ed and 
Marian settled in Temple City, Calif., and began 
raising a family. The couple later helped found the 
Pacific Oaks Friends School, where Ed served as 
director of community education. In 1950 Ed be
came the executive secretary for the Southwest 
Regional Office of AFSC. He served as clerk of 

. Orange Grove (Calif.) Meeting and Pacific Yearly 
Meeting, and was a long-time editor of the Friends 
Bulletin, published by Pacific Yearly Meeting. 
Under the auspices of AFSC, Ed traveled to Ox
ford, England, for the World Conference of Friends, 
and to Europe to help coordinate post-war relief 
efforts in France, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, 
Turkey, and Palestine/Israel. Ed was involved in 
the Civil Rights and anti-Vietnam War struggles of 
the 1960s. He served as a draft counsellor and 
secretary for AFSC Youth Services, and marched 
with Martin Luther King, Jr. in Selma, Ala. During 
the mid-1960s, Ed and Marian accepted a Friends 
United Meeting assignment and moved their fam
ily to Kenya, where Ed spent two years as an 
English teacher and vice-principal of Kaimosi 
Teacher Training College. Upon their return, Ed 
served as a fund raiser and finance secretary for 
AFSC. After nearly 25 years of service to the 
organization, Ed became director of Pendle Hill, 
the Quaker study center in Wallingford, Pa. From 
1974-1981 he focused his talents on administer
ing, fund raising, and promoting Pendle Hill's 50th 
anniversary celebration. In 1981 Ed and Marian 
left Pendle Hill to become resident Friends of 
Cambridge (Mass.) Meeting. They retired in 1985 
and returned to the Philadelphia, Pa., area. Ed 
remained active in Quaker concerns and attended 
Chestnut Hill (Pa.) Meeting. Ed was a man of great 
public good will and community activism, he was 
also a lover ofliterature, music, poetry, and a good 
joke. He will be remembered for his personal 
warmth, his sense of humor, and his stubborn 
resolve in matters of conscience. Ed is survived by 
his wife of 55 years, Marian; a daughter, Beth 
Sanders-Blevans; six sons, Michael, Richard, John, 
Robert, David, and Erin Sanders; six grandchil
dren; and two great-grandchildren. 

Webster-Merritt S. Webster, 85, on Jan. 15, of 
Parkinson's disease, in his sleep at home in West 
Lafayette, Ind. Born on a farm in Cheyney, Pa., 
Merritt attended George School and graduated from 
Swarthmore College in 1931 with highest honors. 
He later earned master's and doctorate degrees 
from the University of Pennsylvania. Merritt be-
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gan his teaching career · 
at the University ofNe
braska, and in 1938 he 
joined the mathematics 
department at Purdue 
University. He was an ac
tive member ofFarmers In
stitute (Ind.) Meeting. 
Merritt served as a repre
sentative on the Friends 
General Conference Cen
tral Committee and the 
Friends World Committee for Con
sultation, and he attended FWCC triennial 
meetings in Sigtuna, Sweden, and Sydney, 
Australia. In 1936 Merritt married Margaret 
Meader Wildman in Philadelphia, Pa The couple 
shared a love of bird-watching and travel, visiting 
Venezuela, Austria, and 48 states. Merritt was a 
member of the Mathematics Association of 
America, the Sycamore, Ind., and National 
Audubon societies, and the Lafayette Geographic 
Society. As a volunteer, he served the Lafayette 
Adult Reading Academy, counseled conscientious 
objectors, made deliveries for Meals on Wheels, 
and tended a local food pantry. He also enjoyed 
playing bridge. Merritt was preceded in death by a 
son, John S. Webster. He is survived by his wife, 
Margaret; two daughters, Anne Weaver and Edith 
Shugarts; eight grandchildren; and seven great
grandchildren. 

Worley-R. Edwin Worley, 88, on June 26, 1994. 
Ed was born in Swatow, China, where his parents 
served as missionaries. Tragically, his father 
drowned shortly before Ed's birth, but his mother 
stayed in China to continue her work. Ed attended 
the American School in Shanghai, and later gradu
ated from Pomona College in California. He re
ceived a graduate degree in physics from the Uni
versity of California, Berkeley, where he special
ized in the field of optics and served as a teaching 
assistant. Ed began his career in education teach
ing at the California State University at San Diego, 
and later at the University of California at Los 
Angeles. In 1948 Ed joined the University of 
Nevada's physics department in Reno, Nev. Ed 
was able to pursue his specialized work in optics 
there, as well as fulfill his desire to teach and 
nurture students, helping them develop their high
est potential. He remained in Reno for the rest of 
his academic career, with the exception of a one
year teaching sabbatical at Fisk University in Nash
ville, Tenn. While attending graduate school at 
Berkeley, Ed met Dorothea Finnson, a graduate 
student of sociology and anthropology. The couple 
shared a commitment to a world in which there 
would be justice and peace for all human beings. 
They were married and later raised two children. 
Ed and Dorothea shared a love of music, garden
ing, and hospitality, and opened their home not 
only to friends and students but to foreign visitors 
who were learning about life in the United States 
through SERVAS International. They supported 
the American Friends Service Committee and a 
small group of like-minded friends met weekly in 
their Los Angeles home. Though no Friends meet
ing existed when the couple moved to Reno, Ed 
continued his efforts with Quaker concerns by 
working out an arrangement with the University of 
Nevada so that students who were conscientiously 
opposed to war and military service would have an 
alternative to the compulsory R.O. T.C. In 1961 Ed 
and Dorotheajoineda small Friends worship group 
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which met 
in attenders' 

homes. They 
later joined the So
ciety of Friends 
and helped estab-
lish Reno Monthly 

Meeting, of which 
Ed served as clerk. Ed loved the out-

doors, camping, and mountain climb
ing. He helped found the Sierra Interfaith 

Action for Peace, and was a member of and con
tributor to the Union of Concerned Scientists, Am
nesty International, The Sierra Club, and AFSC. 
His work for peace and justice was recognized 
with the Thornton Peace Prize, he was a regular 
letter writer to Congress, and he was a founder and 
leader of the Memorial Society of Northern Ne
vada, a vehicle for providing modest funeral ar
rangements. Ed lived simply, embodying the 
Quaker testimonies of peace, equality, and human 
dignity. His life has been, and will be, a gift to us 
all. Ed was preceded in death by his wife, Dorothea, 
in 1967. He is survived by a daughter, Kathleen; 
and a son, David. 

Classified 
For Information call (215) 241-7279. 
55¢ per word. Minimum charge Is $11 . 
Add 10% if boxed. 10% discount for three 
consecutive insertions, 25% for six. 
Appearance of any advertisement does not 
imply endorsement by Friends Journal. 

Classified Ad Deadlines: 
July issue: May 15 
August issue: June 12 

Submit your ad to: 
Advertising Manager, Friends Journal 
1501 Cherry Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102-1497 
Fax: (215) 568-13n 

Accommodations 
Cape Cod Rental. Year-round beachfront house with 
cottage atmosphere. Wrap-around porch. Completely and 
tastefully furnished. Five bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths. Two 
week minimum. For all the details call (508) 563-7865. 

Chicago-Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends meetinghouse. Short- or long-term. Contact: As
sistant Director, Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn 
Avenue, Chicago, IL 60637. (312) 288-3066, p-nugenl@ 
uchicago.edu. 

Comfortable FREE home in West London, mid-October 
'95 to end-Januarv '96, in exchange for care of three 
fluffy cats. Animal-lovers only. Edwardian flat with gar
den. 25 Woodgrange Avenue, London W5 3NY. 0181 
992-4187. 

Comfortable, Seattle accommodations, University Meet
ing. Bed, shower, walking distance to restaurants. 
Donations accepted. Reservations, (206) 632-9839. 

Short-term, efficiency, sleeps two. Historic district. Santa 
Fe Monthly Meeting, 630 Canyon Road, Santa Fe, New 
Mexico 87501 . 

Big Island Friends invite you into their homes for mutual 
Quaker sharing. Donations. HCl , Box 21-0, Captain 
Cook, Hawaii 96704; (808) 328-8711, 325-7323, or 322-
3116. 

Coming to London? Friendly B&B just a block from the 
British Museum and very close to London University. A 
central location for all tourist activities. Ideal for persons 
traveling alone. Direct subway and bus links with Heathrow 
Airport. The Penn Club, 21 Bedford Place, London WCl B 
SJJ. Telephone: +171 636-4718. Fax: +171 636-5516. 

Phlladelphl-otd house in traditional South Ph illy neigh
borhood (8th & Reed) needs loving family to care for it. 
Rent just $675 a month for four bedrooms, one bath, with 
small backyard. Only a short walk to grocery, bus stop, 
and Italian Market. Call: (713) 465-3044. 

Beacon Hill Friends House: Quaker-sponsored resi
dence of 19 interested in community living, spiritual growth, 
peace, and social concerns. All faiths welcome. Open
ings in June, September. For information, application: 
BHFH, 6 Chestnut Street, Boston, MA 02108-3624. (617) 
227-9118. Overnight accommodations also available. 

Explore George Fox's territory. Lake District, York
shire Dales. Friend welcomes paying guests at her small 
hill farm. Excellent food. Peacocke, Dummah Hill Farm, 
N. Stainmore, Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria CA17 4DZ, 
England. Telephone: 07683 41218. 

NYC-Greenwich Village Accommodation. Walk to 15th 
Street Meeting. One-four people; children welcome. (Two 
cats in house.) Reservations: (212) 924-6520. 

Hawaii-Island of Kaual. Cozy housekeeping cottages. 
Peace, palms, privacy. $60-$80/nightly. 147 Royal Drive, 
Kapaa, Hl96746. (808) 822-2321. 

Looking for a creative living alternative in New York 
City? Penington Friends House may be the place for you! 
We are looking for people of all ages who want to make a 
serious commitment to a community lifestyle based on 
Quaker principles. For information call (212) 673-1730. 
We also have overnight accommodations. 

Quaker House, Managua, Nicaragua. Simple hospitality; 
shared kitchen. Reservations: 011-505-2~3216 (Span
ish) or 01 1-505-2-660984 (English). 

Washington, D.C., sojourners welcome in Friends' home 
in pleasant suburbs nearby. By day, week, or month. For 
details call: (301 ) 27()-5258. 

A homely base In the heart of London? Short-, me
dium-, and long-term accommodation available with 
excellent meals. Also meeting rooms for workshops, lec
tures, and conferences. Contact: Quaker International 
Centre, 1 Byng Place, London WClE 7JH. Telephone: 
071- 387-5648; fax: 071-383-3722. 

NYC midtown B&B bargain! Charming, one-bedroom 
apartments of your own in historical, Eastside neighbor
hood, $7()-$125 double, plus $15 per additional guest. 
From simple to sublime. (212) 228-4645. 

Mexico City Friends Center. Reasonable accommoda
tions. Reservations recommended. Casa de los Amigos, 
Ignacio Mariscal132, 06030 Mexico D.F. 705-0521. 

Accommodations Sought 
Quiet, responsible, returning student seeking room, 
room and board, or share apartment in Haverford or N.W. 
Philadelphia area. Student lives on fixed income. Please 
call Martha (716) 483-3783. 

Audio-Visual 
WHO ARE QUAKERS? by Claire Simon: Describes 
Friends' worship, ministry, and decision-making. Excel
lent tool for outreach and education. Cost: $26.50 (appr. 
27 mins.) 
Also available: CRONES: Interviews with Elder Quaker 
Wome,._claire Simon's first program. Quaker women 
speak unselfconsciously about their lives, being Quaker 
women, and their feelings about aging and death. Cost: 
$18.50 20 mins.). 

Please add $3 for postage with your 
order and allow three weeks for delivery. 
Order from: Quaker Video, P.O. Box 292, 
Maplewood, NJ 07040. 

Books and Publications 
Books-Ouaker spiritual classics, history, biography, 
and current Quaker experience, published by Friends 
United Press, 101-AQuaker Hill Dr., Richmond, IN 47374. 
Write for free catalogue. 

Free. Steps Toward Inner Peace, by Peace Pilgrim. Write: 
Friends of Peace Pilgrim, 43480 Cedar Ave., Hemet, CA 
92544. 
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Quaker Books. Rare and out-<lfi)rint, journals, memori-
als, histories, inspirational. Send for free catalogue or 
specifiC wants. Vintage Books, 181 Hayden Rowe St., 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. 

FGC Bookstore Catalog-free upon request from Friends 
General Conferer~ee Bookstore, 1216 Arch Street 2B, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107. In Philadelphia, come vistt M-F 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Consultation on First-day school 
materials available. Call to order (800) 966-4556. 

Dally Readings From Quaker Writings Ancient & Mod
em. 300 years of favorite Quaker literature. Much loved 
decorated hardback,' ribbon bookmark, $26.95, shipping 
$3.75. Serenity Press, 131 Meadow Lane, Grants Pass, 
OR97526. 

* 
AFSC Bookstore-We carry a unique 
and varied selection of books not found 
in most retail bookstores: Quaker, Peace, 
Children's, Women's and Men's Stud
ies, African-American, Middle East, Latin 
America, and many others. Write or call 
for a booklist. Order by mail or by phone. 

Visa and MasterCard. American Friends Service Com
mittee Bookstore, 980 N. Fair Oaks Avenue, Pasadena, 
CA 91103-3097. Telephone: (818) 791-1978 Ext.123 
(Mon.-Fri., 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m.). Fax: (818) 791-2205. 

For Sale 
Bible Software Clearance. Entire Bible: 8 versions + 
reference library $19 & up 005/MAC/Windows/ CD-ROM 
(800) 991-3004 ext.10. Harvest Ministries, P.O. Box 6304, 
Olympia, WA 98502. 

Opportunities 
In Nicaragua, an agricultural based community, living by 
Quaker principles, modeled on Monteverde. Interested? 
Leuba, 1860 Hilt, Yellow Springs, OH 45387-9724. (513) 
767-9450 

Join John Punshon, professor of Quaker studies at 
Earlham School of Religion, on a special two-week pil
grimage to Quaker England to visit the sttes,landscapes, 
and history that gave rise to the worldwide family o! 
Friends. This tour, organized for Earlham College alumm 
and friends, has six spaces available. Costs for the trip, 
from June 12-27, 1995, are $2768 from NYC. For more 
information, contact Marie COpe Nicholson at Earlham 
College, (317) 983-1699. 

Quaker House Intentional community seeks residents. 
Share living and meal arrangements in historic Friends 
meetinghouse. Common interests in spirituality, peace, 
and social concerns. One- or two-year terms. Directors, 
Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago, IL 
6063.7. (312) 288-3066, p-nugent@uchicago.edu. 

Quaker Youth Theatre welcomes anyone 16-23 years 
to join them in producing an original music-drama at the 
Quaker Summer Gathering in Lancaster, England, Au
gust 7- 21, 1995. Details from: QYT, Leaveners Arts 
Base, 8 Lennox Road, London N4 3NW, U.K., or fax: 011 
44 71 272 8405. 

General Meeting of Conservative Friends. All are in
vited to gather with Conservative Friends and those of 
like mind at Stillwater Meetinghouse and Olney Friends 
School campus, near Barnesville, Ohio, on Sixth Month 
23-25, 1995. We look forward with joy to a full weekend 
of unprogrammed, wailing worship and fellowship, wherein 
our hope is to be gathered as one in Christ Jesus. For 
registration materials wrtte to Nancy Hawkins, 5190 Kirk 
Road, Columbiana, OH 44408. 

Spend a year In Washington, D.C., as an intern divi~ing 
work between William Penn House and another Washmg
ton peace organization. Room and board at William Penn 
House and small stipend included. College graduates 
interested in peace and the political process may apply. 
Begin September 1. Send cover letter and resume by 
May 15 to: Director, Will iam Penn House, 515 East Capi
tol Street, Washington, DC 20003. 

Quaker Youthcamp at Pendle Hill: Get to know other 
young people from across the country while learning 
conflict resolution skills, having fun in our craft studio, 
participating in an inner-city workcamp, and more. July 8-
15. Grades 9-12. To apply, contact Alex Kern, Box F, 
Pendle Hill, 338 Plush Mill Road, Wallingford, PA 19088-
6009. (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150. 

Immersion Spanish In Quetzaltenango, Guatemala: 
Socially responsible school, indigenous projects, home 
stays. P.O. Box 43562, Tucson, AZ 85733. 
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Consider a Costa Rican study tour. April 8-15, 1995, 
and August 24-September 4, 1995. Call or write Roy Joe 
and Ruth Stuckey, 1182 Hornbeam Road, Sabina, OH 
45169. Phone: (513) 584-2900. 

Upcoming Conferences at Pendle Hill 
Consultation for Those Under a Concern for South 
Africa, Deborah Saunders and John Stewart, May 5-7. 
Friendly Clowning, Elizabeth McClung, May 26-28. 
Continuing the Sacrad Conversation, Georgia Fuller, 
June 2-4. 
Spiritual Nurture: Workshop for Ministry and Counsel 
Members, Betty Polster and Janey O'Shea, June 15-1 8. 
Spiritual Renewal for Educators, Paul Lacey, June 26-
30, limited child care. 
Quaker Values In Family Life: A Weekend for Faml· 
lies, Harriet Heath, July 7-9. . 
Inquirers' Weekend, Liz Kamphausen and Dav1d and 
B. J. Elder, July 14-16, limited child care. 
Men's Retreat, Brad Sheeks, July 21-23. 
Growing New Hands: An Experiential Exploration of 
Wholeness, Helen Horn and Sally Palmer, July 27-30. 
Weekend Fathers, John Scardina, August 5 and 12. 
Changing Families: For Parents and Children In Tran· 
sltlon, John Scardina, August 19. 
Contact: Registrar, Pendle Hill, Box F, 338 Plush Mill 
Road, Wallingford, PA 19086-6099. (610) 566-4507 or 
(800) 7 42-3150. 

Performing Arts 
Royale Muslcke-Renaissance and Baroque music for 
your wedding, party, or special occasion. Classical guitar 
and recorder/flute duo (609) 858-937 4. 

Personals 

Concernedc5ineks_ 
Concerned Singles Newsletter links compatible, a;o
cially conscious singles who care about peace. soaal 
justice, civil rights, gender equity, and the enwonment. 
Nationwide. All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: Box 555-
FJ, Stockbridge, MA 01262, or (800) 370-5040. 

Single Booklovers, a national group, has been getting 
unattached booklovers together since 1970. Please write 
Box 117, Gradyville, PA 19039, or call (610) 358-5049. 

Classical Music Lovers' Exchange-Nationwide link 
between unattached music lovers. (800) 233-CMLS; Box 
31, Pelham, NY 10803. 

Positions Vacant' 
Quaker House seeks Assistant Director beginning Au
gust 1995. Intentional community in histori7 Friends 
meetinghouse. Cooking, managing guest bus1ness, as
sisting Program Directors. One-year term. Contact: 
Directors, Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60637. (312) 288-3066, p-nugent@ 
uchicago.edu. 

Resident Friend sought for 20-hour-per-week position 
at Friends Meeting at Cambridge, to begin in F~ll or 
Winter of 1995. Applicant should be seasoned Fnend. 
Apartment supplied, suitable for a couple. Please send 
resume and letter of interest to Resident Friend Search 
Committee, Friends Meeting at Cambridge, 5 Longfellow 
Park, Cambridge, MA 02138-4816. 

First-Day School Coordinator Opening: First-Day School 
Coordinator half-time position available starting August 
1995 at Friends Meeting at Cambridge, a large urban 
meeting with many attenders. Requires an enthusiastic 
and energetic Friend, who enjoys children and ha~ a 
strong leading to guide their spiritual growth and learn1ng 
about Quaker faith and practice. The candidate will su
pervise and work with a small group of volunteer teachers, 
generate and work within a budget, and involve parents 
and others in the meeting in FDS tasks. Standard ben
efits are available for this eleven-month-a-year position. 
Please send resume and two references to: First-Day 
School Coordinator Search, Friends Meeting at Cam
bridge, 5 Longfellow Park, Cambridge, MA 01238. 

Resident/Resident Couple wanted. Buffalo, (N.Y.) 
Friends Meeting seeks resident(s) for our urban meeting
house beginning as early as June 1995. Preferred
member or attender of Quaker meeting, familiar with 
community outreach, basic house maintenance. Spa
cious 2/3 bedroom apartment on second floor overlooks 
historic park. Rent free, utilities shared. Send letters of 
inquiry and/or qualification to: Sue Tannehill, co-clerk 
Buffalo Friends Meeting, 72 North Parade Avenue, Buf
falo, NY 14211. 

AFSC seeks accountant to travel annually to SE Asia to 
audit field accounting systems. The assignment, Oct
Dec., includes initial review, field audit, and preparation 
of reports upon return. Travel and local expenses cov
ered plus modest fee. Requires: flexibility, respect for 
othe; cultures, some experience in accounting/auditing. 
Preferably located in Philadelphia area. Contact: Miriam 
Schaefer, AFSC, 1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19102. Fax: (215) 241-7209. 

Companion: Speaks Spanish, drives stick-shift, non
smoker, interested in Quakers, small town life, and Costa 
Rica. To live independently in simple cabin, pursue o~n 
interests, help out a few hours every day, and be av~ll
able for full-time assistance a few days a month. Wnte 
Rebecca and Osborne Cresson, Aptd. 51-5655, 
Monteverde de Puntarenas, Costa Rica. 

Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) 
seeks full-time legislative secretary (lobbyist). Job re
quires knowledge of and some experience with legislative 
processes; excellent ~riling, research, and C?mm~nica; 
tion skills; understanding of and sympathy w1th Fnends 
testimonies and FCNL's legislative policies; excellent 
interpersonal skills and ability to work in coalitions. Appli
cation deadline June 15. Salary range $38, 700--$48,400; 
full benefits. Send letter of inquiry to: Nancy Marlow, 
FCNL, 245 Second Street, NE, Washington, DC 20002-
5795. 

Patient people to accompany defendants' fami lies dur
ing death penalty trials. Provide hospitality for prisoners' 
families: quiet, rural setting and flexible hours. Opportu
nity for older people Spring/Fall/Winter. New Hope House, 
P.O. Box 1213 Griffin, GA 30224. (404) 358-1148. 

Service community, lnnlsfree VIllage. Volunteers live 
and work with adults with mental disabilities on a farm in 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. Must be 21, able to stay one 
year. Receive room, board, medical benefits, and $160/ 
month. Recruiting, lnnisfree, Rte. 2, Box 506, Crozet, VA 
22932. 

Positions Sought 
College Student, Quaker, seeks summer work in pro
gram focus on counseling and activities relating to Human 
Development. Experience in art, sports, dance, and mu
sic- vocal and piano. Contact: Serah Hoadley, Eckerd 
College, Box 658, 4200 54th Avenue S., St. Petersburg, 
FL 33711. (813) 864-8106. 

Pediatrician, board certified, five years private practice 
experience, seeking to join a practice near a Quaker 
Meeting and/or school. Please contact: Dav1d Chamness, 
M.D., (616) 396-4908. 

Rentals & Retreats 
House on Lake Wallen paupack. Private dock, lawn, and 
front porch. House sleeps eight. Available June, July, 
August, September. Fall weekends available. $700/week. 
Call (215) 885-1941 after 7 p.m. 

A Friendly Maul vacation on a Quaker F~~ily Organic 
Farm 20 minutes to most beaches. New bU1Id1ng of stone 
and ~edar with large octagonal room and skylight, 300 
degree ocean view, walk-in closet, beautifully furnish~ 
bedroom and tile bath. Use of organic garden and stud10 
shop, including outdoor shower and hot tub, if desired. 
Bed & breakfast $70 per day-weekly and monthly rates 
available. Write or call: Wm. & Henrietta Vitarelli, 160 
Kawelo Road, Haiku, HI 96708. Tel: (808) 572-9205. 
Members: Honolulu Friends Meeting. 

Cozy Maine Cottage-On quiet island minutes across 
swing bridge from restaurants and shops of Boothbay 
Harbor. Great home base for exploring Maine coast. 
Sleeps six. $400/week. Homan (610) 828-3192. 

Vermont. Comfortable housekeeping cabins at Forest 
Echo Farm in Mount Holly near Appalachian Trail. Simple, 
secluded, swimming, boating. Contact: Caroline Bailey, 
1 029A Upper Dummerston Road, Brattleboro, VT 05301. 
(602) 258-4544. 

Qak Park, Illinois. Furnished 3 bedroom/2 bath family 
home available for rental from August 1995 through July 
1996. (708) 386-3967. 

Bald Head Island, N.C. Lovely panoramic view of ocean, 
dunes, lagoon, and golf course from fou~-bedroom, two
bathroom, beautifully furnished house w1th wrap-_arou~d 
deck, electric golf cart. 14 miles of beach, champ1onsh1p 
golf, tennis, croquet, swimming, and fishing: 13,000 acres 
of maritime wilderness. Many birds and wildflowers. No 
cars on island. Peaceful, friendly. Rental by day or week. 
(215) 699-9186. 

Maine coast. Attractive house on Westport Island (with 
bridge). Deck, spruces, deep water, small rocky point 
and cove. Weekly rates: June $375, July $500, August 
$550. (617) 489-2465. 
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Costa Rlc•Charming furnished apartment, spectacular 
Manuel Antonio jungle and Pacific ocean views. Pristine 
beaches. $300/week, lower .off seasonllong term. Tele
phone/Fax (904) 461-3175. 

Nantucket Island oceanfront summer house. Antique 
charming three-bedroom cottage. Beautiful ocean beach. 
Comfortably furnished, quiet, private. Sleeps five. Avail
able June to September. $700 to $1400 weekly. (212) 
255-0259. 

Retirement Living 
Friends House, a Quaker sponsored retirement commu
nity in Santa Rosa, California, offers garden apartments, 
an assisted living home, a skilled nursing facility, and 
adult care services on its six-acre campus. Friends House 
is situated one hour north of San Francisco with conve
nient access to the Pacific coast, Redwood forests, cultural 
events, medical services, and shopping. Friends House, 
684 Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409. (707) 538-
0152. 

Walton Retirement Home-a nonprofit ministry of the 
Ohio Yearly Meeting, invites you to come and retire with 
dignity at Walton. Set up your new home in an Indepen
dent Living Apartment as part of a sharing and caring 
community. For further information please contact: Nirmal 
Kaul, Manager, Walton Retirement Home, 61675 
Roosevelt Road, Barnesville, OH 43713. Telephone: (614) 
425-2635. 

Foxdale VIllage, a Quaker life-care community. 
Thoughtfully designed cottages complemented by attrac
tive dining facilities, auditorium, library, and full medical 
protection. Setting is a wonderful combination of rural 
and university environment. Entry fees from 
$40,000-$137,000; monthly fees from $1,110-$2,247. 
500 East Marylyn Avenue, Department F, State College, 
PA 16801 . Telephone: (800) 253-4951. 

FRIENDS HOMES 
West 

Friends Homes West, the new continuing care retire
ment community in Greensboro, North Carolina, is now 
open. Friends Homes West is owned by Friends Homes, 
Inc., specialists in retirement living since 1968. Friends 
Homes West includes 171 apartments for independent 
living and on-site health care services in the 28 private 
rooms of the Assisted Uving Unn or the 40 private rooms 
of the Skilled Care Nursing Unn. Enjoy a beautiful com
munny in a location wnh temperate winters and changing 
seasons. For more Information, please call (91 0) 292-
9952, or write: Friends Homes West, 6100West Friendly 
Road, Greensboro, NC 27410. 

Schools 
The Meeting School: a Quaker alternative high school 
for 30 students who want an education and lifestyle 
promoting Friends testimonies of peace, equality, and 
simplicity. Students live in faculty homes, sharing meals, 
campus work, silence, community decision-making. Char
acteristic classes include: Conflict Resolution, Native 
American Studies, Ecology, Human Rights, Alternative 
Housing, Mythology, Quantum Physics. College prepara
tory and alternative graduation plans. Wooded rural setting 
near Mt. Monadnock; organic garden, draft horses, sheep, 
poultry. Annual four-week intensive independent study 
projects. The Meeting School, 56 Thomas Road, Rindge, 
NH 03461 . (603) 899-3366. 

Lansdowne Friends School-A small Friends school for 
boys and girls 3 years of age through 6th grade, rooted in 
Quaker values. We provide children with a quality aca
demic and a developmentally appropriate program in a 
nurturing environment. Whole language, thematic educa
tion, conflict resolution, Spanish, after-school care, 
summer program. 110 N. lansdowne Avenue, lansdowne, 
PA 19050. (610) 623-2548. 

United Friends School: coed; K4>; emphasizing inte
grated, developmentally appropriate curriculum, including 
whole language and manipulative math; serving upper 
Bucks County. 20 South 10th Street, Quakertown, PA 
18951. (215) 538-1733. 

Stratford Friends School provides a strong academic 
program in a warm, supportive, ungraded setting for 
children ages 5 to 13 who learn differently. Small classes 
and an enriched curriculum answer the needs of the 
whole child. An at-fisk program for five-year-olds is avail
able. The school also offers an extended day program, 
tutoring, and summer school. Information : Stratford 
Friends School, 5 Llandillo Road, Havertown, PA 19083. 
(61 0) 446-3144. 
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Olney Friends School. A safe, caring, value-centered, 
educational community for students in grades 9-12. A 
college preparatory curriculum emphasizing a belief in 
the individual and his/her own abilities makes Olney a 
positive environment in which to live and learn. 61830 
Sandy Ridge Road, Barnesville, OH 43713. Phone: (614) 
425-3655. 

Junior high boarding school for grades 7, 8, 9. Small, 
academic classes, challenging outdoor experiences, com
munity service, consensus decision-1naking, daily work 
projects in a small, caring, communny environment. Arthur 
Morgan School, 1901 Hannah Branch Road, Burnsville, 
NC 28714; (704) 675-4262. 

A value-centered school for elementary students with 
learning differences. Small, remedial classes, qualified 
staff, serving Philadelphia and northern suburbs. The 
Quaker School at Horsham, 318 Meeting House Road, 
Horsham, PA 19044. (215) 674-2875. 

John Woolman School. Rural California, grades 9-12. 
Preparation for college and adulthood, small classes, 
caring staff, work program, service projects; board, day. 
13075 Woolman lane, Nevada City, CA 95959. (916) 
273-3183. 

Services Offered 
Quaker photographer with over ten years' experience. 
Weddings, celebrations, portraits captured with sensitiv
ity. BIW and color. Philadelphia Yearly Meeting area. Call 
or write: David Di Micco, 2840 Bristol Road, Bensalem, 
PA 19020. (215) 752-5554. 

Logos, Brochures, Newslette rs, Fliers. Layout, illus
tration, writing, editing. Personal attention. Quaker artist. 
Local/long distance. Jane James Designs, 16 Laurel 
lane, Media, PA 19063. (610) 358-1528. 

Socially Responsible Investing 
Using client-specified social crneria, I screen invest
ments. I use a financial planning approach to portfolio 
management by identifying individual objectives and de
signing an investment strategy. I work with individuals 
and business. Call: Sacha Millstone; Raymond, James & 
Associates, Inc., member NYSE, SIPC. (202) 789-0585 
in Washington, D.C., area, or (800) 982-3035. 

Frl_endly financial services. Let me help you prepare for 
retorement or work out an estate plan. Socially respon
sible investments are my specialty. Call Joyce K. Moore, 
Joyce K. Moore Financial Services, at (61 0) 258-7532. 
(Securities offered by: Washington Square Securities, 
1423 N. 28th St., Allentown, PA 18104; (610) 437-2812.) 

Put Your Best Look Forward! Creative Video Produc
tions and Multi Media Presentations: Including corporate 
identity, new product releases, employee/customer train
ing, specialty video presentations, broadcast quality 
commercials for television and radio. From scripting to 
post production. Felice Philip Verrecchia, 120 W. Union 
Street, WC, PA 19382. (610) 429-4484, Fax (610) 429-
4485. Member: London Grove Meeting. 

Marriage Certificates. Fine calligraphy and beautiful 
custom-designed borders. Call or write for information. 
Carol Simon Sexton, 820 West Main Street, Richmond, 
IN 47374. (317) 962-1794. 

Buying or selling a home in Montgomery Co., Bucks 
Co., or Philadelphia area? Call Fran Oldynski of John N. 
Weiss, Inc. Realtors, at (215) 379-2002 (0) or (215) 745-
7061 (H). Fifteen years experience. Member Abington 
Monthly Meeting. 

Family Relation s Committee's Counseling Service 
(PYM) provides confidential professional counseling to 
individuals, couples in most geographic areas of Phila
delphia Yearly Meeting. All counselors are Quakers. All 
Friends, regular attenders, and employees of Friends 
organizations are eligible. Sliding fees. Further informa
tion or brochure, contact: Steve Gulick, 1501 Cherry St., 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. (215) 988-0140. 

We are a fellowship, Friends mostly, seeking to enrich 
and expand our spiritual experience. We seek to obey 
the promptings of the Spirit, however named. We meet, 
publish, correspond. Inquiries welcome! Write Quaker 
Universalist Fellows hip, 121 Watson Mill Road, 
Landenberg, PA 19350-9344. 

General Contractor. Repairs or alterations on old or 
historical buildings. Storm and fire damage restored. 
John File, 1147 Bloomdale Rd., Philadelphia, PA 19115. 
(215) 464-2207. 

Celo Va lley Books: Personal attention to all phases of 
book pr?duction. (25 copies and up). Typing, editing, 
layout, tonal delivery. Free b rochure. 346 Seven Mile 
Ridge Road, Burnsville NC 28714. 

It~ Fine Line Studios 

~~ 
Marriage certificates, Birth announcements, Invitations, 
etc. Do justice to your event with our calligraphy and 
award-winning graphic design. Call (800) 763-0053 or 
Fax (61 0) 692-3394. 

Moving to Norltl Carolina? Maybe David Brown, a Quaker 
real estate broker, can help. Contact him at 1208 Pine
wood Dr., Greensboro, NC 27410. (910) 294-2095. 

Wedding Certificates, birth testimonials, poetry, gifts all 
done in beautiful calligraphy and watercolor illuminalion. 
Book early for spring weddings. Write or call Leslie 
Mitchell, 2840 Bristol Rd., Bensalem, PA 19020. (215) 
752-5554. 

F..-~L typesetting and design services. Our 
professional expertise is available to you at reasonable 
rates. We combine decades of experience with up-to
date technology. Consider using FR1ENOS JoURNAL if you 
are publishing a newsletter, brochure, book, poster, or 
other printed work. We are happy to give estimates on 
any job-large or small. FRoENOS JoURNAL, 1501 Cherry 
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102-1497. (215) 241-7282. 

Summer Camps 
Mountain Meadow Summer Camp. Multi-racial camp for 
kids from progressive families including those with gay 
parents, near Philadelphia. Emphasizing cooperation and 
creativity. Ages 9-14. One- and 2-week sessions 8120-
9/2. Sliding scale. SASE to 35 W. Mt. Airy Avenue, 
Philadelphia, PA 191 19. (215) 242-3037. 

Friends Music Camp: Fantastic music-Quaker-commu
nity experience, ages 10-18. FMC, PO Box 427, Yellow 
Springs, OH 45387. (513) 767-1311 or (513) 767-1818. 

Summer Rentals 
Kendal at Hanover, N.H. Two-bedroom apartment. 
Ground level. Linens and weekly housekeeping provided. 
June through September. Swimming, tennis, golf nearby. 
$1600/month. (603) 643-6423. After May 10, (207) 354-
8815. 

Summer ren tal, five-room cabin sleeps nine, in wildlife 
refuge on Dyer Bay, Steuben, Maine. Beautiful sunsets, 
bird watching. Linens, telephone provided. $425/week. 
Call: (207) 546-7472. 

Adlrondack~ousekeeptng cab in s on quiet, unspoiled 
lake-fireplaces-fully equipped-June through Septem
ber-(609) 654-3659 or write Dreby, Cranberry Lake, NY 
12927. 

Downeast Maine. Secluded cabin on shore in National 
Wildlife Preserve. Sleeps four. All conveniences. $600 
plus utilities for two weeks. Mid-May to October. (610) 
649-7037. 

Prince Edward Island, Canada. Seaside cottage on 
private peninsula. 180-degree sweep of sea and sky. 
Warm swimming, excellent birding, bicycling, fishing. 
Regain contact with the natural world. Completely 
equipped. $450/week. Available late June and July. (61 0) 
399-{)432. 

Summer rental by week or month, well equipped house 
on coast south Bristol, Maine. Sleeps six and includes 
use beach, float, and mooring. (610) 558-2856. 

Follow the t rail of the Great B lue Heron. P.E.I. Canada. 
New bay-front cottage-3 bedrooms, 1 112 baths. 3 acre 
lawn. Splendid view. Berry picking, private picnics on 
miles of clean sand beaches. Fresh seafood. $550 per 
week. James Fox, 18 Power Court, Greenfield, MA 01301. 
(413) 774-3733. 

Advertise here-FRIENOS JoURNAL ads 
cost only 55¢ per word, with a minimum 
chargeof$11. Your ad can be boxed for 
an additional1 0%. We will add a logo or 
other artwork to your boxed ad for just 
$10. If you insert the ad for three con
secutive issues, you get a 10% dis
count-25% for six insertions! Call Gulen 
at (215) 241-7279. 
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What's so Quakerly ... 
about Friends' programs for older adults? 

We are often asked: '~re there special 
qualities that can be found in these programs that 
Friends have established in New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania?" We think the answer is yes. 

First, all were begun by Friends. Some by 
individual Friends with a sense of mission. Some 
by monthly, quarterly, and yearly meetings. 
Some by small groups of Friends who shared a 
vision of providing needed supports in new ways. 

Then there is governance. Each of the 
organizations belonging to Friends Services for 
the Aging is operated with oversight of a 
predominently Quaker board, carrying out its 
business through Friends' processes. 

Perhaps most important, we all seek to 
embody in our services the Quaker commitment 
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to respect for all individuals. We recognize and seek to enhance the independence 
of older adults, including those who may be frail or suffering from dementia. We 
focus on capacities and strengths, not disabilities and needs. 

Our staff and those we serve come from many different religious 
backgrounds. They find that there is something authentically Quaker in our 
conviction that the later years of one's life are full of potential for love, growth, 
friendship, and contributions to others. We find that our Quaker service is 
enriched by our staff's dedication to the values we hold in common. 

Write or call for a free copy of tpu:de u 2~ ~ ~ de ~ for 
yourself or a loved one. , 

~s~~e~e~ 
6834 Anderson Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19119-1422 
(215) 849-4428 
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