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Among Friends 

The Ripple Effect of Everyday 
Goodness 

J
uly is a month when things slow down (at least in theory!), kids are on vacation, 
and families may choose to spend time together traveling. I know I'm going to be 
on the road, traveling to Quaker gatherings and enjoying some time with my 
teenage son, Matthew, who will accompany me to the Friends General 

Conference Gathering. On our trip home we will begin the summer odyssey of 
visiting potential college campuses. Perhaps because the summer often becomes a 
focal point for family time and more leisurely interactions with the young people in 
my life, I'm pleased that this summer issue highlights youth and families in a number 
of ways. 

Harold Confer, in "A Lesson from the Ashes" (p. 6), tells the remarkable and 
inspiring story ofJustin Moffett, a Q uaker youth from Westfield, Indiana. At age 16 
Justin felt led to organize a disaster response organization to rebuild Salem Baptist 
Church, a burned church in Humboldt, Tennessee, along with members of that 
congregation. The result of his caring and willingness to become directly involved 
with a real human need during one whole summer led to a brand new building and a 
revitalized religious community that found a new ministry for itself. 

In "A Phone Call from Santa Fe" (p. 8), Arthur Harris recounts his mentoring 
relationship as an empty-nest father with a lonely ten-year-old neighbor boy during 
the after-school hours throughout a school year in rural Vermont. A dozen years later, 
his young friend looked him up and gave him cause for reflection on the gifts of being 
present to others. 

Judy and Denis N icholson Asselin share wonderful practical wisdom on parenting 
in "Simple Riches: Reflections on the Work of the Q uaker Parent" (p. 13). I'm 
grateful for their exploration of elements they experience as key to Quaker parenting: 
"living simply, loving unconditionally, and having faith in the ongoing revelation of 
our divine potential." Their insights about the evolving nature of parenting, and the 
inevitable encounters with the imperfections of our children and ourselves, are 
encouraging along with their welcome reflections on how we can grow together, both 
as parents and as children. At one point, Judy uses a gardening metaphor to describe 
the experience of parenting, suggesting that everything needed to become a mature 
plant is already present in the seed, but how much and what kind of tending it gets 
will determine how well the plant will grow and how fruitful it will become. 

These articles, taken together, cause me to reflect that we can never know the 
ultimate outcome of our acts of caring and kindness. When Justin Moffett was led to 
gather a group to help rebuild a church in Tennessee, I doubt he had any idea that 
this work would inspire the recipients of his caring to create a ministry to rebuild 
other burned churches. Nor, I imagine, did Arthur Harris suppose that the little boy 
who sipped hot chocolate in his kitchen after school might one day look him up from 
a college in the Southwest, nor can he know what the impact of his kindly interest so 
many years ago might one day be on this young man. Our acts of kindness and good 
will have the potential to flow far beyond our original intentions, and there's 
something profoundly humbling and miraculous about this. In a world that is sorely 
troubled by acts of violence and hatred, its's good to remember that quiet, everyday 
goodness has a ripple effect. 
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Forum 
Building community 

I am a member of New Paltz (N.Y.) 
Meeting. We struggle constantly with how 
to build a community and especially how to 
integrate new attenders into the life of the 
meeting. Many of the issues we consider are 
universal and would easily apply to any 
Quaker meeting. Why not try out three or 
more of these ideas during the next few 
months: 

1. Introduce yourself to somebody in the 
meeting you don't know well. 

2. Say hello to a child from the First-day 
school. 

3. Borrow a book from the meeting 
library. 

4. Find the information posted on the 
bulletin boards. 

5. Declare yourself a conscientious 
objector to war taxes, and mail that part of 
your taxes that go to suppon the military to 
an escrow account. 

6. Volunteer to be on a meetinghouse 
cleaning crew or to wash dishes after 
refreshments. 

7. Attend monthly meeting for business. 
8. Find out the true meaning of the 

following Quaker abbreviations: FCNL, 
FGC, FUM, NYYM, FWCC, FCUN, 
FCE, and QUNO. 

9. Send a donation to the meeting's 
general fund. 

10. Volunteer to teach some subject you 
know to the First-day school children. 

11. Visit the FCNL web page and send a 
message to the president or to your 
Congressional representatives. 

12. Find out which queries from Faith 
and Practice speak to your condition. 

13. Subscribe to FRIENDS jOURNAL. It 
makes good bedtime reading. 

14. Do an experiment. Arrive five 
minutes earlier to worship to find out if it 
makes any difference. 

15. Pray without ceasing. Rufus Jones 
said: "Prayer heightens all human capacities. 
It refreshes and quickens life. It unlocks 
reservoirs of power. It opens invisible doors 
into new storehouses of spiritual force for a 
person to live by, and, as I believe, for others 
to live by as well." 

Kerttu Kay Barnett 
Ulster Park, N.Y. 
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Apologies 
We apologize for mailing problems with 
our June issue. Due to printer error, 
some subscribers received two copies of 
the issue while others received none. If 
you have not received your copy, please 
let us know. -Eds. 

Seeking that of God in 
technology 

We should all look at the recent repon 
on a conference ofLuddites who are greatly 
concerned about the effect of technology 
on our lives (Fj Apr.). It is true, as the 
Luddites say, that some of the effects of 
specific technologies can be bad. These can 
be pollution, depletion oflimited resources, 
and increase in the gap between rich and 
poor, and in many ways a diminished 
quality of life. We need to ask questions 
about our technologies, and I thank the 
Luddites for reminding us of this. 

I particularly admire their emphasis on 
living close to our principles, taking what 
the modern world offers on our terms and 
with discernment, finding an appropriate 
blend of simplicity and complexity, paying 
attention to the details of how we live, 
seeking simple solutions to complex 
problems, and doing all of this in 
community. 

In shon, I suppon most of the goals 
mentioned in the repon-but I love 
technology! Technology, like gravity or 
pregnancy, is neither good nor bad. The 
effects can be awful in ways we didn't dream 
of until recently and this requires our full 
attention, but there is no evil inherent in 
technology. 

T he Luddites say they suppon 
appropriate technology, but look at their 
words: technology is "out of control ... 
causing an ecological, social, and spiritual 
crisis ... unnecessary ... not good . .. 
unfriendly." This sounds like an anti
technology movement. There is a danger of 
demonizing, of treating with slogans, of 
abandoning an entire class of phenomena 
because of very real problems with specific 
members of that class, of losing respect for 
what we are opposing, of being carried away 
by an enthusiasm. Don't throw out 
technology. Love it and shape it and learn to 
live with the technology that helps while 
doing little harm to the rest of the world. 
We need to seek that of God in technology. 

Look at the ideals mentioned in the 
repon and ask yourselves whether a person 
could achieve them even while enjoying the 
benefits of complex technologies. The ideals are 
"living a real and present life ... spreading 
the word about a different way to live ... 
fighting global destructive trends (and) 
serving others ... spending time with our 
families and on our land ... (going] against 
the grain of mainstream culture ... 
'[finding] ourselves in the place just right ... 
in the valley oflove and delight."' All this 
can be done with or without any specific 
technology. Technology can be beautiful 

and can yield beautiful effects and can 
contribute to beautiful lives. 

Why do I love technology so? Because it 
is down to eanh. I am an environmentalist, 
a naturalist. I live in the environment, am a 
child of it, love it, and feel no need for 
anything else. Technology means working 
with nature to benefit ourselves, other 
people, other living beings, and Earth in 
general. I eschew any theory that draws our 
attention away from the world around us. 
The Apostle Thomas reponed that Jesus 
said, "know what is within thy sight, and 
what is hidden from thee will be revealed to 
thee." The physical world around and 
within us is enough for me. 

Technology can be used with love, the 
love of nature in all its forms, including 
people and everything else. It can be a way 
of seeking truth so that we can live better 
lives in this world. William Penn wrote, 
"True godliness does not turn (people) out 
of the world, but enables them to live better 
in it and excites their endeavors to mend it." 
Humans have a tendency to turn to other 
worlds to make sense of this one, bur we are 
simply animals making our way on Earth. 
This is where we are and who we are. Let us 
love Earth and learn about it and improve it 
and live well with it. Technology is dancing 
with nature. Let it be a dance oflove and 
beauty and hope. 

Thank. you 

Osborn Cresson 
Mount Holly, N.J. 

The members of our meeting feel truly 
blessed by the generosity of all Friends who 
responded to the news of the loss of our 
library in last September's flood. Your gifrs, 
prayers, and encouragement have been f?r. 
us the reality of the abundance of the Spmt, 
giving back more than we lost. We strive to 
be faithful stewards in using and sharing 
your gifts. 

With appreciation, 

Martha Nieman, Co-Clerk 
Eau Claire (Wis.) Meeting 

The spiritual death of public 
radio and TV 

Diane Barounis, in her article, "Spiritual 
Materialism" (Fj Apr.), describes her feelings 
about a speaker on public television during a 
pledge drive: " ... a speaker like so many I 
have come to think of as a 'feel good' 
speaker. He talked about how ... to become 
more spiritual .... In that light, it occurred 
to me that this speaker was indeed selling 
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something, and the something he was selling 
was spirituality. I was troubled by this." 

Diane Barounis is onto something in 
regard to public television (PBS) as well as 
public radio (NPR). I can remember public 
radio after years in the wilderness of 
commercial radio. It was like a breath of 
fresh air. Imagine hearing wonderful 
classical music without all those prattling 
commercials? The same was true with the 
high standard programming on public 
television. 

We now have public programming 
shrouded in commercialism selling lawyers, 
banks, Wall Street, destructive industrial 
farming, large manufacturing conglomerates, 
architects, and you name it. One wonders 
how all those sponsors affect programming. 
I think they do, and negatively. One used to 
hear some good, sharp satire on public radio. 
No more. Some people will say, "Well, it's 
that or nothing, since federal aid has been 
cut back." It has come to the point where 
"nothing" may be better. 

Diane Barounis, you have a wonderful 
piece in "Spiritual Materialism." Now come 
back and do something on the spiritual 
death of public radio and 1V. Was that a 
great broadcasting darkness George Fox saw? 

john L. Vicoli 
Roanoke, Va. 

Friends acknowledge 
authority 

Maria Mitchell ("Looking at the Stars: 
Two Quaker Women Astronomers" [Fj 
Apr.]) was certainly an admirable person 
who led an admirable life. But Maria 
Mitchell was not a Quaker. Although she 
was born to a Quaker family, Maria never 
confirmed her membership as an adult. As a 
matter of fact, as a young adult, she made 
quite the opposite decision. 

The author states, "Maria followed 
Quaker practice, living a life of simplicity 
and humility. However, she could not 
subscribe to some principles with which she 
did not agree .... She was unorthodox and 
made up her own mind regardless of 
accepted opinion. As a consequence of her 
nonconformity, she was disowned by her 
Quaker meeting. Refusing to rid her home 
of a piano caused the break. She remained a 
Friend in belief. ... " 

Friends acknowledge authority, 
especially the authority of the monthly 
meeting in discerning T ruth. Disliking 
authority and the authority of the 
community of Friends puts Maria outside of 
the Quaker tradition. Perhaps the author 
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could have told us more about Marjorie 
Williams, a modern Quaker. 

Michael Caciopoli 
Palm Beach, Fla. 

Let's not hold hostages to 
lack of imagination 

I am troubled by the presence of an ad for 
the Hemlock Society in the pages of FruENDS 
JoURNAL (Fj Apr. p. 26). I'm fully aware of 
the range of opinion on assisted suicide 
within the Religious Society of Friends. I am 
not one to stand in the way of one who has 
conscientiously made such a choice. 

However, the Hemlock Society is neither 
a ministry nor a testimony of Friends. The 
space and place given the ad alongside ads 
for Earlham School of Religion, a Friends 
school, and a Quaker sponsored continuing 
care nursing facility seems to elevate the 
Hemlock Society above its role amongst us. 

Perhaps it is because I am a person living 
with a disability that I feel this way, but the 
quotation by Catholic scholar Hans Ki.ing 
that "there should be no compulsion to die, 
but there should be no compulsion to live 
either" cuts me deeply. We live (at least those 
of us in North America) in a world that 
judges people on their ability to produce 
goods and services to fuel an economy based 
on consumer spending. All manner of media 
broadcast images that hold us each to 
impossible standards of physical 
attractiveness. For the disabled, the 
chronically ill, the marginalized, and the 
unemployed or underemployed there is 
always a compulsion to die. And when such 
a person chooses to die, I do not judge them 
harshly. I see them as someone who lost a 
battle. But I hold the wider sociery complicit 
in their murder. 

People who do not see themselves as 
disabled (for normality is also a label) try to 

imagine the day when they will no longer be 
temporarily able-bodied. With everything 
they now value stripped from them, they 
find it difficult to imagine life being worth 
living. And they think they would like the 
option of an escape clause. I do not want to 
be held hostage to other people's lack of 
imagination. Certainly not in my own faith 
community. 

David McKay 
Chatham, O nt. 

The goal is openness to 
divine guidance 

Thanks to Friend Scott Martin for calling 
attention to "The Power of the Lord" as 

experienced by early Friends ('"The Power,' 
Quaking, and the Rediscovery of Primitive 
Quakerism," F]May). Friends experience it 
today as well, though they (we) often 
hesitate to exhibit the physical 
manifestations in our meetings. 

A few days after the May issue was 
delivered, I got a call from a Friend in 
another part of the country. "Have you read 
the article?" he asked. And, "Do you 
remember the time in the early '90s when 
both of us were visiting a meeting in the 
West, and I experienced movements in my 
hands and arms and head? Do you 
remember that at the rise of meeting a 
woman sitting behind me asked me not to 
do that because she found it distracting?" I 
remembered. When I worshiped in that 
meeting I sat on the floor in a corner where 
my movements would not be noticed. 

Another Friend who experiences 
vibrations in her body during worship told 
me recently that the vibrations hardly ever 
manifest when she is worshiping in her 
home meeting. And in my home meeting I 
tend to sit in the back lest someone be 
distracted. Friend Scott Martin's article may 
help us as a Religious Society to recognize 
and accept these movements as just one 
more way in which the Spirit works in us. 
Then perhaps more Quakers will allow 
ourselves to quake while worshiping in our 
meetings. 

Friends may choose to pursue this feeling 
of the Power through qigong or yoga, as 
suggested by Scott Martin, but it is not 
necessary to go outside our own tradition. 
We can follow the simple Quaker practice of 
daily retirement. We can take a period each 
day to center and open ourselves and to 
allow the Spirit to manifest as it will
without preconditions. Perhaps one will 
experience physical movements, a vision of 
light, slowed breath, warmth in the belly or 
the hands, an insight about a problem, a 
kindly thought, an awareness of a Presence, 
a feeling of peace. All of these, and more, 
are manifestations of the Power of God 
within us. 

T he dramatic manifestations are not the 
goal. The goal is to open to Divine Power 
that it may guide us. If along the way it stirs 
our bodies let us rejoice and be glad. As we 
take away barriers to the flowing of the 
Power of God, who knows what new 
richness will come to our meetings? 

Continued on p. 44 

Patricia McBee 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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I f every community had a young per
son who cared enough about his broth
ers and sisters who were hurting-and 

who started a disaster response organiza
tion-we could have a totally different 
view of today' s youth. 

Justin Moffett, a 16-year-old from 
Westfield, Indiana, thought that it was 
terrible that African American churches 
were burning all over the South. H e was 
especially moved by the burning of Salem 
Baptist Church on December 30, 1995. 

With the help of his family, school, 
and church friends he formed a disaster 
response organization called "Works in 
Progress," and made plans to journey to a 
disaster site of a burned church and offer 
enthusiastic hands and feet to the task of 
recovery. 

Addressing the needs of this burned 
church in Humboldt, Tennessee, in the 
summer of 1996 was just one of a number 
of Quaker responses to church burnings 
by arson and other causes that summer, 
but it was remarkable because of the age of 
its organizer. 

Daniel Donaldson, the pastor of Salem 
Baptist C hurch, was as shocked and dis
mayed as any of the pastors of the now 
1 ,500 houses of worship burned of all 
causes since 1995. "How to rebuild a 

Harold B. Confer <hjconfer@worldnet.att. net> 
is a member of Adelphi (Md.) Meeting and has 
participated in and led workcamps for almost 50 
years. A winner of the Clarence and Lilly Pickett 
Fund for Quaker Leadership, he is working with 
members of his meeting and others to start a new 
disaster respome organization that will target 
human-caused disasters such as burned houses of 
worship. 
© 2000 Harold B. Confer 
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burned church" is not a 
common course given 
in seminaries today, and 
Donaldson was unprepared 
for this human disaster. 

He was also caught off 
guard by the help that 
m ater ialized from thin 
air. Another pastor, James 

A LESSON 
FROM THE 

ASHES 
Kinsey of Sunswept Bap-
tist C hurch in Union City, 
Tennessee, gave him a list 
of different mission groups who might be 
able to come. From that list "came a call 
from a gentleman by the name of]ustin 
Moffett, representing this group of Quak
ers from Ohio and Indiana. H e was call
ing to schedule dates and reach clarity on 
what kind of work would be needed upon 
their arrival." Pastor Donaldson was very 
impressed by this phone call and reported 
to his church family that Mr. Moffett 
seemed to know exactly what he had in 
mind to do. It was not until a few weeks 
later that Donaldson found out how young 
Justin was when Justin called one after
noon and talked to his 18-year-old son, 
Danny, who respectfully addressed him 
"Sir." Jus tin told Danny not to say "Sir" as 
Danny was older than he was. Danny was 
shocked that this leader of Works in 
Progress was two years younger than he! 

When he reported this fact to his dad, 
who shared it with the church family, it 
raised many questions in their minds. Who 
was actually in charge of this mission team? 
If it was this 16-year-old, then who was in 
charge of him? The questions and disquiet 
grew before the Q uakers were due to ap
pear. Pastor Donaldson traveled to 
Sunswept Baptist C hurch and apprehen-

by Harold B. Confer 

sively waited with Pastor Kinsey for them 
to arrive. Justin arrived with his grandfa
ther, and Donaldson was impressed with 
them both. He wrote to me that "Justin 
was a man of character while yet in a 
child's body." 

It became clear that Justin was in charge. 
H e was there supervising every day. Justin 
had people of all ages working under his 
supervision, even men of 60 or older. It is 
my experience that few youth in authority 
over others older than themselves can man
age this effectively. I have seen situations 
where older workers, resenting the exer
cise of authority by a young person, have 
actually sabotaged the work to show the 
leader he was not so smart after all, espe
cially if the directions given were incom
plete or given with a sense of unearned 
superiority. It takes a great deal of sensitiv
ity and recognition of the skills the differ
ent workers bring to get them to cooper
ate under the leadership of one younger 
than they. 

Justin, however, not only impressed 
the pastor. The children and youth in his 
congregation began to see in Justin a per
son who had not allowed his youth to be a 
stumbling block to achieving what he 
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wanted to accomplish. In fact, these young
sters carne to see that his age was an asset 
in the service of God. The pastor de
scribed Justin as "a great motivator." As 
the church family of all ages observed the 
work of joy, they asked to join in. T hey 
became convinced that anyone with the 
willingness to serve, take directions, and 
try hard could help. 

Many of Justin's workers had never 
worked with Mrican Americans before 
and experienced people who did not fit 
their stereotypes. Justin told me that the 
greatest thing his workers took away from 
their experience was spiritual growth and 
recognition of their own sister- and broth
erhood with the members of Salem Bap
tist. Racial reconciliation, not a goal they 
set out with, was a gift from God that they 
took home. 

This rebuilding led Pastor Donaldson 
to reflect about the future. He was con
cerned that his church family did not have 
any experts or even major skilled workers, 

bur through Justin's leadership he came to 
see that they possessed the greatest gift of 
all-willingness to risk and to work hard. 

By the end of the summer the church 
was completely rebuilt. T he high came 
when both President Clinton and Vice 
President Gore arrived with their families 
for the dedication service. Jus
tin headed back home with his 
friends after a satisfying sum
mer watching and helping a 
church rise from the ashes. 

But the best part of this story 
came a year later when Daniel 
Donaldson and his flock de
cided they wanted to do some
thing themselves, in a sense to 
give back what had been given 
to them. By this time he was in 
contact with many other pas
tors of burned churches, and 
they decided to help another 
church rebuild. Donaldson and 17 mem
bers of his church family traveled to 
Ladonia, Texas, for a summer of church 
rebuilding to help Missionary Baptist 
Church. 

This was a totally different experience, 
they discovered, from helping rebuild 
their own church. The culmination, as 
Donaldson told me, came when they drove 
home. "As my people wearily dismounted 
from the van and walked to their own 
cars, they were not walking on the ground, 
they were walking on air!" It was not until 
they were able to rebuild another burned 
church that the impact of that act of ser
vice hit them. 

"Now," he said, "I know what Justin 
and you Quakers get out of this experi
ence!" 

Before, during, and after: At far left, 
Justin Moffett stands in front of the 
burned Salem Baptist Church. 
Below: Volunteers and church 
members at work and play. 

What we get is the eternally important 
rediscovery that it is more blessed to give 
than to receive. Now, four years later, 
Donaldson works as the state volunteer 
coordinator for the National Coalition of 
Burned Churches. He insists that every 
church that rebuilds plan to take on an
other burned church themselves, often 
the next summer. "Only then do you 
truly discover what it means to rebuild a 
burned church!" 

After two summers of mission trips to 
Ladonia, Donaldson's church rebuilding 
crew decided to add a 2,400-square-foot 
educational annex to their own church. All 
of the work was done by the members of 
Salem Baptist. The contractor they hired to 
oversee their work, Vernell Arnold, was 
amazed and delighted at the talent they had 
within their own congregation. The addi
tion was completed in less than six months. 

Thank you, Justin. I hope you can see 
that your Quaker youth and adults from 
Ohio and Indiana did much more than 
rebuild a burned Salem Baptist church in 
Humboldt, Tennessee. You also ignited 
the spirit of workcamping among those 
you helped so that they in turn helped 
others as well as themselves. Your works 
are still in progress. 

Justin is an example of what Nancy 
Thiessen, the leader of a Mennonite work
camp organization, taught me years ago: 
"The young people working as work
campers are the leaders of the church of 
today, not the church of tomorrow." 

As I have been privileged to see many 
other young J ustins come through my 
church rebuilding workcamps, I can only 
say "Amen!" 0 
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A Phone Call from Santa Fe 
by ArthurS. Harris Jr. 

We are hardly the only Vermont
ers who rise at dawn and take 
an early evening shuteye soon 

after the sun disappears beyond the ridge 
of Red Mountain. Farmers perhaps? No, 
just gravel road country folk who ignore 
TV and start yawning a few hours after All 
Things Considered has brought us the news 
without the commercial interruptions for 
dental adhesives, laxatives, or acid reflux 
remedies that surround snippets of news 
on the tube. 

ArthurS. Harris Jr., a World War II conscien
tious objector, lives in Arlington, Vermont. 
© 2001 Arthur S. Harris Jr. 
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Occasionally the phone interrupts an 
evening's reading-telemarketers offering 
a once-in-a-lifetime cruise to the Bahamas 
from Miami including accommodations 
and airfare at an unbelievably low price. 
Phyllis listens until the denouement ("So 
if you will just confirm your address 
and credit card information, we'll ... ") 
because she is kindhearted and believes 
that even if callers make no sale, they get 
credit for a completed spiel. I am less 
generous and toy with the boiler room 
phone vendors, often switching into poor 
French and pretending I don't under
stand English. 

By some vague edict or other, such calls 

are supposed to cease by early evening. So 
recently when we were in bed reading, we 
were surprised to hear the phone just be
fore nine. Make no mistake: those old 
rotary phones have a lusty ring you can 
hear 100 yards away-none of your ef
fete, touch-tone buzzes. 

"How are you, Arthur?" asked a youth
ful, disembodied voice I couldn't recog
nize. Nervy as telemarketers are, none 
has ever cold-called and used my first 
name. 

"I'm fine, but who is this?" Best to cut 
to the chase. 

"It's Paul. Paul Wengle. Remem
ber me?" 

J 
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Indeed. A voice from the past-a one
time neighbor, then a grade schooler, now 
calling from three time zones away, a rea
sonable hour in Sante Fe. 

Enter Paul. 
About a dozen years ago a neigh
boring professor in midsummer 

unexpectedly got an academic year of study 
abroad and was anxious to find nine
month tenants to occupy his house (for a 
highly subsidized rental) and care for his 
aging dog. He found Claire, a clerk at a 
health food store, and her ten-year-old 
son, Paul Wengle. 

While Claire commuted in her beat
up Ford Fiesta to her job 15 miles away, a 
school bus deposited young Paul at the 
bottom of our steep mountain road about 
2:30. He'd walk up to their empty house 
and even before shedding his knapsack 
would stroke and talk to the dog before 
letting her out. It turned out that Paul had 
never had a pet of his own, not even a 
gerbil. (Nor had he ever had a father either 
as far as I knew.) Arthritic dog and school
boy soon bonded. 

As I worked at home and ran 
out of steam by midafternoon, 
young Paul began dropping by 
to help me rake leaves, toss a 
football, or discuss the Boston 
Red Sox. Can you see us in autum
nal Vermont, the wispy gray-headed 
elder and black-haired, sweet-faced 
youngster? 

As winter settled in, he came directly to 
my house from the school bus. I would 
prepare hot chocolate and we'd discuss 
school, which bored him. No preachments 
from me about nose-to-the-grindstone 
homework if he ever wanted to amount to 
something. Instead I suggested with a 
touch of whimsy that he never let his 
homework stand in the way of his educa
tion. He was entranced with accounts of 
school dropouts who had become famously 
successful: the founders of both 
McDonald's and Kentucky Fried Chicken. 
I found a youth-oriented biography of 
that nororious grade-school dropout Tho
mas A. Edison, which Paul read over a 
weekend. 

Sometimes I supplemented Paul's small 
allowance by paying him to tie up news
papers and magazines that we'd take to 
the recycling center. With the first snow, 
he shoveled with me. We set up a bird 
feeder. 

Since my own sons were newly mar-
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ried and scattered around New England, I 
looked forward to his afternoon appear
ance at the kitchen door. He filled an 
afternoon void when I might otherwise 
play solitaire or rest on the couch with our 
14-year-old marmalade tabby. 

In June Paul and his mother moved 
away, and I lost touch with him. 

D uring that evening phone call from 
Sante Fe, Paul recalled our after
noons together. "I often think 

about you and wonder how you are. You 
know you really started me reading. Re
member that book about the 
fellow in the homemade 
raft in the Pacific?" 

"Kon Tiki," I offered. 
"That's it, yes. How are you these days? 

What's new?" 
So this 22-year-old and I chatted. He 

was taking courses at a community college 
and managed two part-time jobs: clerk at 
a photography store and helper at a florist's. 

I thought we might exchange photos. 
He wasn't sure he had anything recent but 
(prodded by me-was this a mistake?) he 
admitted his photography store rook pass
port photos and he could have one taken 
of himself. He gave me his post office box 
address and assured me he'd write and 
enclose a photo. In these days of e-mail, 
could we (balding ex-teacher and youth
ful, part-time student) become pen pals? 
Or have pen pals gone the way of windup 
Victrolas? 

Off to the Southwest went a snapshot 
of Phyllis and me at Ernest Hemingway's 
former estate outside Havana. I wrote Paul 
that our visit to Cuba had been surrepti
tious and in fact illegal in the eyes ofU ncle 

Sam. I chose this particular snapshot be
cause I had introduced Paul to The Old 
Man and the Sea but not without pontifi
cating on the symmetry of the six-word 
title: 3, 3, 3, 3, 3, 3. My letter ended by 
telling Paul his evening phone call had 
made my day. 

So how to account for Paul's lack of 
response after three or four months? No 
call, letter, photo. I had forgotten to ask 
for his phone number, and his post office 
box address was no help. There were no 
Wengles in the Sante Fe phone directory, 
but I did finally track him down at the 

second photography store I called. 
Assuming an airy tone (no paren

tal reprimand; after all, my own sons 
were hardly great correspondents), I 

asked, "So how are you, Paul? Sur-
vived millennium hoopla all right?" 
We talked a bit. After a brief lull he 

said to me, "You really helped me 
with my project, you know. Yours 
was the best response." 

Project? Response? His call 
had been more than friendly 
interest? 

"You see, in this Psych 
course I'm taking, we had this 
... well, assignment where we 

had to reach back to three people 
we hadn't seen in years and see 

how they were and all and sort of, 
like, write it up." 
Deflated, I managed to ask him in a 

toneless voice if he did well in the project. 
"B minus, but I had some spelling 

mistak,~ which, like, brought my grade 
down. 

My first reaction was that I had been 
conned, caught up in a phone scam like 
my fellow old-timers who buy long-life 
light bulbs over the phone. I wished him 
well with a jaunty "Hang in there, Paul." 

Off the phone I forced myself to realize 
that those long-ago afternoons of mentor
ing were far from one-way. How satisfY
ing they had been for me. If I had been 
used, it surely didn't seem that way to 
Paul. Because of a college assignment he 
had reached out and touched someone 
from the past, but wasn't it, as he might 
have put it, "like a learning experience all 
around"? 

Within a few weeks I began to think of 
Paul once again with affection. Perhaps 
I'd mail off to that Sante Fe post office box 
the Jim Harrison novel I'd just read, no 
strings attached. No acknowledgments 
needed or implied. An unfettered gift. 0 
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What I Learned from Rachel Hicks 
by Rachel West 

0 ne Friday morning during a Pendle 
Hill prayer class, Chris Ravndal 
introduced us to a prayer form he 

called "Creating Your Sanctuary." H e 
asked each of us to imagine a comfortable, 
safe, and peaceful site-each one's own 
personal sanctuary. We could, if we wished, 
invite into this space some other person, 
preferably not a close friend or relative. 
The spot I imagined was a location on our 
convent grounds in Oldenburg, Indiana, 
one with which I am familiar, having 
spent much time there during numerous 
retreats and visits. The place is a hilltop 
with benches facing out on a charming 
view of both the Sisters' and the town's 

Sr. &chel West is a member of the Order of St. 
Francis of Oldenburg, Indiana. She spent the 
2000-2001 year as a resident student at Pendie 
Hili. She wrote this essay for "Festival Week, "the 
final week of the autumn term, and it evolved 
into a Spring 2001 Monday Night Lecture. 
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cemeteries, of rolling farm land and dis
tant hills. 

In my imagination, I seated myself com
fortably on a bench, and somewhat sur
prisingly, a small white cat appeared and 
jumped onto my lap. I could feel the sun's 
warmth and smell recently cut clover. 

My first thought had been to invite 
into this sanctuary a person such as Gandhi, 
Dorothy Day, one of the four U.S. women 
martyred in El Salvador, or even St. Francis, 
people whom I have long wanted to meet 
and certainly wished to emulate. I sud
denly felt, however, that this site I found 
so lovely and peaceful-such a place of 
prayer-was not sufficiently austere for 
any of these particular individuals. Lurk
ing in the back of my mind was the fear 
that they might remind me of my own 
lack of kinship with those who are poor 
and unjustly treated. I feared they might 
say to me: "What are you doing in this 

comfortable, safe, and peaceful place? Get 
out and do something!" 

I was feeling a bit abashed when a small, 
gentle Quaker woman, clad in plain gray, 
walked into my sanctuary and joined me 
(and the cat) on the bench. She appeared 
as comfortable and peaceful as I felt in that 
spot, and I was delighted to have her join 
me. Her words to me were quite clear, 
simple, and altogether astonishing. She 
said, "Live up to the Light thou hast." 

I knew the woman who had joined me 
was Rachel Hicks, a 19th-century Quaker 
minister from Long Island. T he words she 
used (I learned later) were those that a 
19th-century English Quaker woman, 
Caroline Fox, heard from the Inward 
Guide at a time when she was struggling 
with doubts about the content of her faith. 
I had read a segment from Rachel's Mem
oir for Quakerism class, which undoubt
edly was why it was she, and not Caroline, 
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who had turned up in my sanctuary. Since 
Rachel had seen fit to join me there and 
had spoken to me such a challenging mes
sage, I resolved to learn more about this 
woman. I determined as well to invite her 
further into my sacred space to discuss the 
fuller meaning for my present and future 
life of the words '"Live up to the Light 
thou hast." 

Rachel was a Hicksite Quaker minis
ter from Long Island, New York. 
Born in 1789, she married Abraham 

Hicks, nephew ofElias Hicks, from whom 

A small, gentle Q!Jaker 
woman, clad in plain gray, 
walked into my sanctuary and 
joined me (and the cat) on the 
bench. Her words to me were 
quite clear, simple, and 
altogether astonishing. She 
said, "Live up to the Light 
thouhast.n 

the Hicksite variety of Quakers takes its 
name. She herself was the daughter of 
Gideon and Elizabeth Seaman; her 
mother's family name was Dobson. In the 
Hicksite/Orthodox split that took place 
in New York Yearly Meeting in 1828, 
only a year after her husband's death, she 
chose the path of his uncle; her own fa
ther, however, joined the ranks of the 
Orthodox. The division caused both 
Rachel and her father intense pain. She 
remained convinced however, of the truth 
of the Hicksite belief that "perfection" or 
salvation came through an individual's 
faithful obedience to the Inner Light. In 
her memoir she relates that at an early age 
she neither understood nor accepted the 
doctrine of "atonement" that was at the 
core of Orthodox theology. 

Obedience to the Inner Light was not 
that easy for her, however. In a family 
gathering for silent worship when she was 
18, she heard quite clearly the inward 
command that she should become a trav
eling minister. Shyness and doubt con
cerning her ability to speak aloud in meet
ing caused her to deny this inward in
struction for more than 20 years. During 
this time she was often both physically ill 
and emotionally depressed. Her husband 
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and two of her five children died, the 
Hicksite/Orthodox split placed a strain 
on family and community relationships, 
and worst of all for her spirits, she felt that 
she was being deliberately disobedient to 
the inner voice she had heard at age 18. 
Within three years, however, after she 
first "rose and bore testimony to the Truth" 
at a First-day meeting in 1831, her meet
ing (Westbury) recognized her gift, and 
she began the traveling (and often quite 
strenuous) ministry to the various Hicksite 
yearly and monthly meetings. This in
cluded those in New York, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Canada, Ohio, Indiana, Illi
nois, Michigan, and Iowa. Such ministry 
continued, off and on, until her death at 
age 89. 

She experienced deep sadness as she 
noted the decline of the Hicksite meetings 
in size and number. As one of the last of 
the Quietist ministers, who would often 
remain silent throughout a meeting they 
were visiting-to the chagrin of some regu
lar members who were expecting some 
weighty message- she was dismayed by 
what she saw as a distressing tendency 
toward acceptance of a trained "hireling 
priesthood" and reliance on reason rather 
than on the Spirit as a guide in vocal 
ministry. And during the Civil War she 
suffered profound anguish. She regarded 
the conflict as an inevitable consequence 
ofboth the South's stubborn insistence on 
maintaining and spreading the evil of slave 
holding and theN orth' s equally stubborn 
reliance on products produced by slave 
labor. Despite the hard times, however, 
including the deaths of her three remain
ing children and of the woman who had 
been her principal traveling companion, 
she experienced a deep, underlying peace 
in her conviction that she was being obe
dient to God's voice as she had heard it. 
Shordy before her death she told a friend: 
"I have no anxiety about anything .... I 
feel that I am in the hands of my Heavenly 
Father; His arms are round about me and 
underneath, and I can truly say, 'Not my 
will, but Thine, 0 Father, be done."' 

M y first thought about the mean
mg in my life of the words Rachel 
spoke to me, "Live up to the 

Light thou hast," sprang from my knowl
edge that she had experienced such a clear 
call (to be a minister of God's Word) and 
neglected to follow it for far too long. I 
reflected for some time, "What kind of 
leading have I received that I have been 

neglecting?" Was she trying to nudge my 
conscience about some serious personal 
task I had been refusing to perform? I 
thought of various times I had made great 
plans and resolutions to do something 
(such as write every day in my journal, 
design a plan for my religious congrega
tion to take a corporate stance against 
some grave social evil, write articles about 
nonviolence and submit them to some 
journal for publication) and, somehow, 
never really had accomplished. Perhaps 
the words were pushing me once again in 
the direction of doing such things. I wasn't 
at all sure, however, that this was the 
message intended. 

What about that nagging guilt I experi
ence from time to time when I recognize 
that I am a member of a privileged minor
ity in the world-white, middle class, 
highly educated, a citizen of the remain
ing Superpower? I have heard many times 
that "guilt is not a productive emotion," 
but at least in Rachel's life, guilt had been 
the motivating factor in leading her to 

faithfulness in following the Inward Guide, 
and subsequendy to peace. Was that Spirit 
pushing me, by way of guilt, toward a 
ministry that I had decided was no longer 
for me--direct, active service with the 
poor and those living on the margins of 
society? I had come to Pendle Hill burned 
out after some 15 years in justice and 
peace ministry-the "indirect" but no less 
essential work of education and advocacy 
on behalf of victims of poverty, exploita
tion, and violence. Was I now being re
called to a more direct involvement? Again, 
I wasn't sure. 

I decided to explore different ways of 
hearing the words Rachel had spoken to 
me: "Live up to the Light thou hast." I 
found the published journal of Caroline 
Fox, Memories of Old Friends, and discov
ered that she had heard these words when 
she was feeling guilty about not being able 
to accept the belief that Christ was Savior 
and Redeemer. She heard them, not as 
words of blame, but as words of consola
tion, intended, it seemed, to assure 
Caroline that where she was in her jour
ney of faith was precisely the right place 
for her to be. The sentence was followed 
by the phrase, "and more will be granted 
thee." In other words, she heard the com
mand either as "Live up to the Light thou 
hast," or "Live up to the Light thou hast, 
and more will be granted thee." 

Gradually, it became clearer to me that 
this was indeed the way that Rachel's words 
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spoke to my condition. They were never 
intended to send me on a guilt trip (how
ever useful for my learning such a journey 
might be). They were spoken to remind 
me that in my search for direction, the 
only requirement is to answer "Yes" to the 
Light that I experience here and now as a 
2 1st-century, United States, Catholic, 
Oldenburg, Indiana, Franciscan Sister. 

One of my favorite book titles is We 
Drink from Our Own Wells, a book writ
ten by the father ofLatin American libera
tion theology, Gustavo Gutierrez. In it 
Gutierrez describes the spirituality of the 
poor of Latin America, a spirituality of 
their lived experience of the presence of 
God in history-their own history. The 
late Henri Nouwen, in a foreword to the 
English translation of the book, remarked 
that the title "expresses the core idea it 
describes." Nouwen continued: "To drink 
from your own well is to live your own life 
in the Spirit of]esus as you have encoun
tered him in your concrete historical real
ity." It occurred to me that drinking from 
the well of my own encounter with the 
Divine Spirit in my personal history was 
but another way of stating that I was living 
up to the Light I have. 

I now believe that, had I gone beyond 
my feelings of embarrassment and invited 
into my sanctuary Gandhi, Dorothy Day, 
any one of the four U.S. women martyred 
in El Salvador, or even St. Francis, each 
would have told me much the same thing. 
The words would have been different, of 
course, arising from each one's own 20th
or 13th-century reality, but they would 
have meant essentially the same thing. 
Rachel Hicks's, Gandhi's, Dorothy Day's, 
Maura Clark's, Ita Ford's, Dorothy Kazel' s, 
Jean Donovan's, and Francis's unique ex
perience of the Divine within each one's 
personal history and culture prepared each 
for living up to the Light he or she re
ceived. In the same way, my own histori
cal situation and experience prepare me in 
a unique way to receive that Light in my 
own daily life and to "live up to it." Yes, 
this reality does include being a member 
of a privileged minority in the world. It 
includes no less the great privilege I cur
rently have of spending my sabbatical 
year at Pendle Hill and hanging out with 
Quakers, including not only those among 
the staff and students, but other newfound 
friends-such as Rachel Hicks-who en
courage me to live up to the Light I have. 

0 
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A Q.Jaker Wedding 
--Asked to sit in silence, we obey,------------

at least the "we" who are adults. 

For children, silence is the enemy. 

the warning shot of sleep 

and missing out. 

So above the QUiet, the sounds of SQUirming. 

of plaintive whispers, light and high. 

like the breeze atop the stilled firs, 

rooted elms, which shade the front lawn 

of the Friends' meetinghouse 

on this steamy summer day. 

One bench before me a child of four or five 

twists on the floor before his father 

then rises to announce the seriousness of his thirst. 

Top button buttoned, the knot from his father's tie 

seems half the size of his face, 

now red from the heat and the strain of being good. 

He lurches, 

gets reeled in, 

the rub of "I love you" at the small of his back. 

the tug of "Behave" at his wrist. 

Final!,y. the soft release of piano notes 

brings deeper murmurs. the click 

of a patent leather pocketbook. 

The couple rise 

from their separate contemplations 

and stand again before us 

holding hands; 

they vow to cherish the necessio/ 

of solitude, the comfort of company. 

to love with eQual measure 

both si lence and sound, then turn 

and walk among us 
__ joyful!,y to the lawn. _____________ Stev_e_R_oley_ 

Steve Foley lives in Weatogue, Connecticut. 
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SIMPLE 
RICHES 

by Judy and Denis 
Nicholson Asselin 

judy: When Denis and I were asked to 
give the Michener lecture, I was daunted 
by the realization that we would be tread
ing in the footsteps ofFriends far weightier 
than we. But I calculated that taken to
gether, we weigh nearly 300 pounds, so 
perhaps our combined weight will see us 
through. 

Although Denis and I view our roles of 
mom and dad as a work in progress and 
can claim no special expertise, we have 
chosen as our topic the work of the Quaker 
parent or grandparent or aunt or uncle
work that we find challenging, rewarding, 
humbling, infuriating, and spiritually up
lifting, often all in the same day. Dwight 
and Ardis Michener and then my mother, 
Jean Mitchener Nicholson, have struggled 
with, refined, and passed on to me by 
example how to infuse Quaker values into 
their work as parents. 

As a child, I knew I could get my 
grandfather Dwight's attention by telling 
him some slightly exaggerated fact, such 
as "I just ate 5 peaches for lunch!" His 
reply was always the same and always 
delighted us: "Mercy me!" He let me work 
with him in his wood shop, let me model 
for private photo sessions, rode me on his 
tractor; in every small gesture or word he 
made me feel important, a feeling the 
fourth girl in the family can't get too 
much of. Not until I attended his memo
rial service did I learn about the loans he 
ma~e to Europeans to help them escape 
Nazi Germany and about feeding chii
judy and Denis Nicholson Asselin are members 
of Westtown (Pa.) Meeting. judy teaches at 
Westtown and Denis at the Shipley SchooL This 
article was presented as the 25th Michener Lec
ture of Southeastern Yearly Meeting in january 
1995. Reprinted with permission from Wider 
Quaker Fellowship and the authors. 
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dren in Marseilles with my grandmother 
during the war. 

My fondest memories of Grandmother 
Ardis came from my adult life. Her habit 
of living simply, fine-tuned during the 
Depression, made it hard for her to spend 
money on herself. When Denis and I, 
newly married, wanted to spend six months 
in France working at the Friends Center, 
she helped finance our trip. She was al
ways interested in what we were doing 
and made us feel we could do anything we 
set our minds to. 

I won't even attempt to describe how 
my mother Jean has influenced me, be
cause, after all, she is the best mother on 
Earth. My recollection is that she never 
yelled at us or spanked us, and even though 
my oldest sister claims that my recollec
tions are flawed, Jean provides a great 
model for motherhood. When I was in 
junior high school, a friend once said to 
me in disbelief and with almost a tinge of 
disgust, "Is your mother always this nice?" 
I had to admit that yes, she was. 

These three people, along with my fa
ther, my Nicholson grandmother, and 
many aunts and uncles, modeled for me 
what I consider to be the key ingredients 
to successful Quaker parenting, and which 
we would like to explore in more depth 

Rejle_ctions 
on the "WOrk 
of the Quaker 
Parent 

here: living simply; loving uncondition
ally by accepting our own and our 
children's shortcomings; and having faith 
in the ongoing revelation of our divine 
potential. 

We live in a society that largely em
braces the antitheses of these principles. 
Our marvelous human ability to make 
bigger and better machines has compli
cated and sped up rather than simplified 
our lives. Our prejudices against "the 
other"-be it other races, other economic 
classes, other religions-make uncondi
tional love seem way beyond our reach. 
Most important of all, and perhaps the 
root cause of the first two, our society has 
embraced as gospel the scientific model of 
an objective reality, that the world is es
sentially a material place and human life 
an essentially biochemical phenomenon. 
Even as quantum physics shatters this 
Newtonian notion of objectivity, our so
cial institutions, our governments, our way 
of looking at the world are still largely 
dominated by the paradigm that if you 
can't see it or measure it or spend it or kill 
it, it either doesn't exist or isn't important. 
What matters most to us as a country, and 
more increasingly as a world, appears to 
be political and economic power. 

I would argue that economics under-
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lies the debate about edu
cation, since most educa
tional reform aims to in
crease our children's access 
to wealth in a competitive 
global economy rather than 
their access to truth. Eco
nomics frames our foreign 
policy, justifYing wars to 
keep gas prices low. Eco
nomics frames our self
perception, equating suc
cess with income and job 
status. 

What does all this have 
to do with being a parent? 

::J In my view, everything. For 
~ this is the cultural status 
~ quo in the world our chil
:2 dren inhabit. The gauntlet 
~ for the Quaker parent
~ and I would define "par
~ ent" to include any adult 
-~ concerned with the legacy 
tt.; we pass on to the next gen-

eration-is to find ways to 
nurture children who can respond to life 
more openly than the culture may allow, 
who can see themselves as powerful, cre
ative, and enthusiastic creatures of nature, 
as spiritual beings, and as agents of social 
good. 

Denis: Let's start with living simply. To 
frame our look at how we can live more 
simply in the world of the Internet, MTV, 
fast food, and shopping malls, I'd like to 
offer St. Francis of Assisi as an appropriate 
teacher. 

But first, a moment pops into my mind 
from one of my favorite musicals, The 
Music Man. You may recall the scene 
when Mayor Shinn snaps out of Professor 
Harold Hill's hypnotic sales pitch and 
orders his sidekicks to "get that man's 
credentials." You know about Judy's cre
dentials as a Michener descendant, but 
perhaps you'd like to hear more about 
mine. Unlike Judy, I'm not a birthright 
Quaker, but I comfort myself with the 
fact that neither was George Fox. I was 
raised a Roman Catholic, and by age 13, I 
was convinced that God had called me to 
the priesthood. I joined the Franciscan 
Friars of the Atonement, a monastic order 
dedicated to ecumenism. Its mission ech
oes Christ's prayer, "That they all may be 
one," very avant-garde theology for the 
mid-1960s when I joined. 

My official break with Catholicism co-
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incided with my departure from the Fri
ars. But if the old dictum "Once a Catho
lic, always a Catholic" is true, then I stand 
before you as a recovering Catholic. Quak
erism slipped in where Catholicism left 
me, and although the two religions may 
seem like an odd couple, they are for me 
siblings sharing the same home, support
ing each other and rooted in the same 
mysticism. Those are my spiritual creden
tials in a nutshell. 

LIVING SIMPLY 
Now to St. Francis and his view of 

simple living. Francis Bernardone of Assisi, 
Italy, was one of an unusual number of 
mystics in the late 12th century whose 
devotion to all of creation led them to that 
place from which they could contemplate 
the Creator. Creation and mysticism were 
closely intertwined. A visionary, a gentle 
rebel, a challenger of the status quo, Francis 
provides us with an exciting model to 
forge a new world view. He joyfully em
braced what he called Lady Poverty, re
jecting his comfortable, middle-class ex
istence to live as do the lilies of the field, in 
pure faith that God would provide. 

I, on the other hand, can't seem to live 
without air conditioning in Pennsylvania, 
and I'm guessing most of you Floridians 
feel the same way. And I'm certainly not 
planning to give away my Macintosh com-

puter. Without it, Judy 
and I couldn't have com
posed this lecture as eas
ily. Perhaps Lady Poverty 
now includes a limited 
number of modern amen
ities to compensate for the 
800 years that separate 
Saint Fran cis and us. 

Saint Francis, who in
ternalized the experience 
of a living cosmology, 
could serve us well today 
as the patron saint of ecol
ogy. For him, Mother 
Earth is nothing less than 
a royal person. As a giver 
of life, she is praised for 
her birthing fruits, flow
ers, and herbs. If the 
planet is to survive, then 
our worldview--our cos
mology-must place sig
nificant importance on 
how simply we live and 
how connected we are to 

the nature that we are part of. How do we 
teach this to our children? 

Each year we take a family vacation to 
the Nicholson family cabin on Rancocas 
Creek in the New Jersey Pine Barrens. 
There is no electricity, no plumbing, no 
phone, no computer, and no television. 
Each of us admits privately to adjustments 
of one kind or another when we first 
arrive at the cabin and adapt to a lifestyle 
where less is more. Yet only two days into 
the experience, no one volunteers to leave 
the cabin to buy provisions at the market 
in Browns Mills. Four days into the expe
rience and there's a quiet revolution when 
we consider leaving this "cathedral of the 
pines," this sanctuary that allows us to 
detoxifY from our unsuspected addiction 
to things. We begin again to hear, feel, 
touch, taste, and see nature's creation in 
ways we can't when residing in the elec
tronic fortress we call home. When we 
return to civilization, the modern conve
niences of our house more than suffice to 
meet our needs. Simplicity needn't mean 
sacrifice or deprivation, but a reconnection 
to that which is most important and satis
fYing-a sense of ourselves as part of na
ture, not apart from it. 

judy: I'm reminded of a similar moment 
shared with my daughter Carrie last sum
mer when we hiked in the White Moun
tains of New Hampshire. Her wide eyes 
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saw better than mine the natural beauty 
that surrounded us as we climbed. There 
wasn't one detail that escaped her atten
tion. As we walked, she commented on 
this unusual flower, that particular moss, 
this impressive tree, that distinctive bug, 
or those colorful mushrooms. Each re
markable element of nature awakened her 
awe and stimulated her imagination to 
weave tales of fairies and magical dwelling 
places. Modern technology cannot dupli
cate these marvelous things. Carrie's heart 
was spontaneously lifted with joy and so 
was mine because of her uninhibited en
thusiasm. She never tells similar stories 
when we walk through a shopping mall. 

I am certain Saint Francis walked in 
the same kind of joy as hers, for he under
stood that true glory comes from the di
vine source of all things, and all of nature 
is its tangible conduit. 

Many of you may know of the Seventh 
Generation Company in Vermont that 
sells environmentally safe household prod
ucts. It derives its name from sound Na
tiveAmerican advice that consumers make 
decisions today that consider the impact 
seven generations into the future. Imagine 
moving through the day with a sensitivity 
to how our lives will enhance the quality 
oflife for those who come after us. This is 
definitely not a popular approach! The 
prevailing culture wants us to live more 
fully now and forget holding our wants in 
check. 

Denis: At home, we used to make fun 
secretly ofJudy in her frugal endeavors to 
live life more simply. When the first issue 
of Tightwad Gazette arrived by mail sev
eral years ago, the kids and I wondered 
what we were in for. It wasn't just a ques
tion of budgeting to make ends meet, but 
more her desire to live more simply as a 
responsible citizen of Earth. We now avoid 
juice-in-a-box and overly packaged prod
ucts. We compost our garbage, recycle 
everything we can, and take pride in put
ting out one can of trash a week instead of 
the usual two or three for a family of four. 
We've cut our electric usage down through 
fluorescent lighting, and we live in a super 
insulated, passive solar house. We still use 
more energy in one week than most third 
world citizens use in a lifetime, but it's a 
beginning. 

Simplicity in regards to material pos
sessions and the responsible stewardship 
of Earth is evident. But how simple are 
our days? our weekends? our months? How 
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cluttered is our life with activities that 
eclipse those small calling voices deep in
side? As a teacher, I have become painfully 
aware of how we can't breathe deeply 
anymore in our school curriculum. Stu
dents overextend themselves in courses 
and extracurricular activities and find free 
time hard to come by or even difficult to 
manage when it falls in their laps. We 
teachers are poor models. We rush from 
class to faculty meeting to the Xerox ma
chine to coaching. The students often 
witness us breathless, and as good stu
dents, they learn their cues accordingly. 

And what about at home? Do we rush 
back from school or work to do home 
maintenance, rush to shuttle our children 
to soccer practice, dance class, judo class, 
birthday parties at the bowling alley, or 
the gym? I now loiter suspiciously at the 
calendar hung up on the refrigerator and 
panic whenever I see additional commit
ments multiply before my eyes. When I 
can no longer see the original number of 
the date, I know we will be knee deep in 
rushing for the next 24 hours. 

We have tried to draw the line at the 
family evening meal as a moment not to 
be tampered with. Yet both Judy and I are 
often called to committee meetings that 
extend well into the evening. We squeeze 
what feels like two days' worth of work 
into one. We all breathe a sigh of relief in 
June when the school year comes to an 
end. Our summers so far exclude involve
ment in day camps, overnight camps, com
puter camps, sports camps, etc. As a fam
ily, we move as a unit in the summer, 
traveling, swimming, playing, and even 
working together. 

We are learning how to say "No!" to 
that additional commitment, and as you 
all know, it's difficult to do. We inevitably 
are asked to serve on this or that commit
tee, knowing that we could do a good job 
and enjoy it, but at what cost? I often feel 
as if I am disappointing the meeting, the 
school Parent Council, and the local com
munity organization when I say "No!" I 
feel selfish. But children learn best by our 
example. Let them see us strive to live 
joyfully and simply both in possessions 
and in rhythm of life. 

LOVING 
UNCONDITIONALLY 
judy: The second attribute in our work as 
parents that we struggle with daily is how 
to love our children unconditionally. I 

once jokingly said to Nathaniel, who was 
about three at the time, that the trouble 
was, I loved him too much. He said with 
total seriousness, "Oh no, Mommy. I need 
all that love. It goes down into a big pit in 
my tummy and makes me grow!" His 
perception turns out to be pretty dose to 
the truth. We now know that babies fail to 
thrive when love is withheld. 

The most important aspects of uncon
ditional love that have emerged for me in 
my work as a mom are first, loving myself, 
in spite of my warts and bumps; second, 
learning not to equate my child's bad 
behavior with her character; and finally, 
setting limits. 

Loving Ourselves As Parents 
I can remember vividly one Sunday in 

meeting basking in the deep love I feel for 
my children when it suddenly dawned on 
me that this uncritical love I was feeling 
was exactly the love my parents must feel 
for me. My parents have many times told 
me that they love me, and yet not until I 
experienced that love for my own children 
could I really know the depth of their love 
for me, that wellspring of acceptance that 
serves as bedrock for my sense of myself. 
Knowing that I am essentially good and 
lovable helps in those moments when I 
blow it as a parent. 

I remember calling my sister Erica once 
in total hysteria after I had left the cellar 
door open in a distracted moment and let 
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my six-month-old fly down the stairs in 
his walker. He escaped with minor bumps 
and bruises, but my confidence as a parent 
had been shattered. My sister lovingly 
empathized. "OhJude," she said, "You've 
had your first 'I'm a bad mother' experi
ence." What did she mean, my first?! 
Would there be more? 

Since that phone call, there have in
deed been many errors in judgment in 
dealing with my children, moments when 
I find myself saying and thinking things 

.... about them that are not particularly lov
i- ing, moments of anger that make me feel 
~ more like Dracula than dear old mom. a We attended a weeklong conference 
._. for families at Pendle Hill a few years ago, 
~ and one theme that came up again and 
'S again was the anger that could erupt in 
& our families. Where does it come from? 

Why does it keep rearing its ugly head? 
How can we deal with it? Gradually we 
realized that we all carried around in our 
heads some notion of the "ideal Quaker 
parent" -who never raises her voice or 
ever spanks or thinks unkind things about 
her children. Collectively we killed off this 
mythical parent as we discussed ways to 
cope creatively with anger, ways to keep 
our and our children's anger from becom
ing rage, and how we can still view our
selves as pacifists and loving parents even 
if we occasionally lose it with our kids. 

One insight I gained from that discus
sion centered on the moment between a 
negative action from our child and our 
reaction as the parent. By stretching that 
moment-the gap between action and 
reaction- we can choose our response 
rather than lash out without thinking. 
This may seem only a slight twist on the 
old adage to count to ten, but to me it 
suggests a bigger idea than just cooling off 
a degree before screaming. The gap of 
time gives us the critical chance to exercise 
our freedom to choose. 

I have been fascinated by reading ac
counts ofVictor Frankl, a Jewish prisoner 
in a death camp during World War II 
who maximized that moment between 
stimulus and response. Even while being 
tortured, he considered himself to be free 
because he could still choose how to react 
to what he endured. His captors could not 
control his attitude. This extraordinary 
capacity to claim freedom in the most 
horrific situation imaginable provided 
spiritual nourishment not only for other 
prisoners, but also for some of the guards. 

Now I don't exactly wish to equate 
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parenthood with torture, but there are 
those days when I feel like I'm being 
nibbled to death by ducks. My daily chal
lenge is to focus on that gap of time be
tween the moment my children hit me 
with a choice bit of negative behavior, and 
my reaction to it. The longer I can pro
long that moment, the freer I am to react 
in a way that best helps my child and me, 
that builds rather than erodes our rela
tionship. 

Loving Our Children 
Just as we are learning that uncondi

tional love for our children doesn't ex
clude emotions that seem un-Quakerly 
and doesn't mean that we have to be 
perfect, we are also exploring how to re
spond to what seem like un-Quakerly at
titudes and feelings in our children. 
Nathaniel has played war games, made 
guns out of Legos, and drawn pictures of 
B-2 bombers ever since he was four. After 
we got over our initial distress at his attrac
tion to these things, we have come to 
recognize that he is responding quite natu
rally to his particularly strong appetite for 
power, danger, and adventure. He does 
not have a violent character, but he clearly 
needs to play out the battle between the 
good guys and the bad guys in order to 
grow. Short of buying him a toy gun, we 
have consciously tried to provide outlets 
for that hunger. 

Denis: One creative solution we dreamed 
up in response to his "testosterone poison
ing" as one friend calls it, are "night hunts." 
Nathaniel and I arm ourselves with tree 

branches, flashlights, and the flash from 
my camera and charge out into the dark 
night around our home to zap imaginary 
monsters and bad guys. We'll crash around 
for an hour after dinner cleaning up the 
territory before returning to the civilizing 
influences of a warm home. It has been a 
great outlet for all those destructive im
pulses which, in an eight-year-old, more 
likely disguise feelings of weakness and 
powerlessness than reflect any real hatred. 

Another successful outlet has been read
ing adventure stories out loud. Last sum
mer, I read Tolkien's The Hobbit to the 
family. This story of dwarves, elves, gob
lins, and dragons provides plenty of sit
on-the-edge-of-your-seat adventure. The 
Hobbits protagonist, Bilbo Baggins, trav
els over swift rivers and through dark for
ests to Lonely Mountain where the dragon, 
Old Smaug, resides. His dwarf compan
ions know what they want-the gold in 
the dragon's lair-and they want Bilbo to 
steal it. In the course of the story, Bilbo 
escapes from the sly Gollum, the wicked 
Goblins, and the giant Spiders, and he 
even conquers Old Smaug himself Who 
would have imagined little Bilbo capable 
of such epic wonders? His hidden resources 
always surface when push comes to shove. 

Nathaniel and I entered our own hobbit 
world when we decided to hike up to 
Mount Haystack in New Hampshire last 
summer, not an easy climb for an 8-year
old (or for a 46-year-old for that matter!). 
The deceptive beginnings of the path 
alongside a clear mountain brook cap
tured and sustained our interest and 
eclipsed the fact that we were rapidly 
changing elevation. The running water 
soon disappeared, the grade got steeper, 
and the forest darker. Nathaniel and I 
crawled over boulders and slipped along 
our way. The absence of sky and light gave 
us no hopeful perspective. It was here that 
he and I equated the trail and our experi
ence to that of the dwarves and Bilbo on 
their journey through the forest of 
Mirkwood. We remembered the wizard's 
advice to "stay on the narrow path and 
don't lose hope," but we were thirsty, our 
feet and calves ached, and we were hun
gry. We climbed and climbed and climbed, 
and for what purpose? Even though the 
beautiful parts seemed obscured, Nathaniel 
kept going with an urgent sense of pur
pose. In two and a half hours we emerged 
unexpectedly from our gloomy 
"Mirkwood" above the tree line and sud
denly were on the peak. The visual feast 
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was stunning, and I could see the wonder 
in Nathaniel's eyes. He just couldn't take 
it in all at once. He had never before 
experienced a journey that required such 
physical exertion and reaped such abun
dant rewards. From there he gazed long
ingly at the two-mile ridge trail leading to 
Mounts Lincoln and Lafayerte, and his 
determination propelled us onward to 
climb those two peaks as well. 

If, in loving our children, we want 
them to respond to personal leadings in 
life, we will need to teach them that some
times it's hard work. The tenebrous 
Mirkwoods of life linger out there to ob
scure the path and discourage the spirit. 
As a parent, I am tempted to take away 
difficult experiences from my children and 
deliver them miraculously from their hurts 
so that they can arrive at understanding 
without having had to struggle to earn it. 
We have been taught to think of negative 
emotions and pain as bad things, rather 
than growth producers. As parents, we 
can climb alongside our children as they 
struggle, but we cannor lift them to the 
mountain top. 

judy: When Nathaniel was going through 
a rough time at school, a friend who is a 
school psychologist provided me with a 
helpful phrase: "Respect the integrity of 
the child's struggle." When Nathaniel was 
sad at school, I got sad with him-told 
him how upsetting it was to me to know 
he was unhappy. My friend helped me see 
that my attempts to make him feel better 
were actually adding to his burden. I had 
to stand by as his loving guide, not as his 
anxious, "What's the matter with my kid?" 
mom. When I stopped mirroring his anxi
eties with my own, he gradually revealed 
the source of his suffering, and we worked 
to resolve it together. Respecting the in
tegrity of the child's struggle as his own, 
not as my struggle, is part of our uncondi
tional love. If we get pulled into our 
children's discomforts, hatreds, fears, and 
anger, we cannot be the supporter or pro
vide the loving authority they most need 
in those tough moments. 

Creating Boundaries for Growth 
And how do we set limits? Uncondi

tional love does not mean never saying no 
to our children or giving in to their every 
whim. Quakers have historically chal
lenged authority, and for my generation, 
which came of age in the 1960s, authority 
of any kind was suspect. Now here we are, 
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30 years later, in positions of authority 
ourselves as parents, having to determine 
when to set limits on our children's be
havior and when to let them choose for 
themselves. Just as surely as they grow out 
of the shoes we buy them, they eventually 
grow out of the limits we set for them 
when they are young by learning to check 
their behavior and impulses. 

When I plant a tomato seed, it already 
contains all the information it needs to 

become a mature plant. But I have the 
special knowledge of what it requires to 
grow to maximum size and productivity: 
weed it, water it, keep the soil rich and 
loose, support the new branches. Un
tended, the plant will grow low to the 
ground, choke out the neighboring plants, 
and spill onto the lawn into the path of 
the mower. Fruit maturing near the ground 
will rot, and the harvest will be dimin
ished. Yeti can't stake the planttoo tightly 
or the stems will break when the fruit 
ripens. I have to provide support that 

guides the plant yet gives it room to grow. 
When we raise a child, we also have the 
distinct advantage ofknowing what a fully 
grown person can be. We have experi
enced growing up ourselves and have more 
wisdom about the best conditions for maxi
mum growth than do our children. We 
need to provide them with boundaries. 

Kind and gentle as she is, my mother 
knew how to set limits. Here's an ex
ample. After college graduation, I moved 

back in with my parents. Two months 
later, I was still unemployed and nursing 
feelings of self-pity, having been recently 
rejected by my college boyfriend. One 
morning, my mother placed the want ads 
in my lap and said with uncharacteristic 
bluntness, "Get a job." After I got over my 
complete shock, I did. That very day, in 
fact. By stating her expectations, she was 
showing how much she loved me; she put 
down a stake for me, offering a way for me 
to pull myself up off the ground. It was 
exactly what I needed. 
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GROWING IN THE 
SPIRIT 
Denis: The final aspect of our work as 
Quaker parents that we would like to 
explore here is perhaps the most impor
tant: how to reinforce in our family life 
the power of the unseen Spirit. Divine 
insight--continuing revelation-is avail
able to each of us, child and parent. Con
sider the natural enthusiasm of children, 
which literally means filled with God (en
theos); we can learn much from their spon
taneous wonder and joy in the world, 
attitudes of mind and spirit that have 
perhaps grown a little rusty in myself 

Between two teaching jobs, I chose to 
stay home with Carrie and Nathaniel, 
then ages one and three, and Judy went 
back to work full-time. It was as though I 
had entered a new dimension of time. 
Each day seemed an eternity but the 
months flew by. My pre-children mode of 
organizing my days to the minute and 
getting things done crumbled before the 
insistent needs of the children, who pulled 
me into the present with every diaper 
change, juice spill, or spontaneous giggle 
at some unexpected pleasure of the day. 

The experience was deeply humbling. I 
was doing what millions of women have 
done for generations and continue to do 
thanklessly: nurture our children. I now 
consider it God's work and would de
scribe my 15 months at home with my 
children as sacramental. Perhaps my choice 
of the word "sacrament" shocks you. 
Quakers tend to shy away from such theo
logical expressions. Yet if by "sacrament" I 
mean "an outward sign instituted by God 
to give grace" then there is no better word 
to describe the work we do with our chil
dren. The sacrament suggested is Holy 
Communion. To raise, instruct, counsel, 
coach, nurture, and support children is a 
shared experience, an intimate fellowship 
between children and adults. From that 
communion emanates an enduring grace. 

During those months as primary par
ent, relatives and friends often called me 
"Mr. Mom." The label disconcerted me, 
as it implied that women are the ones 
called to play the dominant role in raising 
our children. Historically this is true, but 
that year my reply to the address "Mr. 
Mom" became "No, you mean Mr. Dad!" 
Men are called to communion with chil
dren as well. The ensuing grace of this 
sacramental relationship will satisfY our 
children's "father hunger" (as Frank 
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Pittman calls it in his book Man Enough). 
More importantly, it will show them that 
masculine doesn't have to mean only domi
nation, competition, and "getting ahead" 
by force. 

judy: Our children are also living models 
of spiritual transformation, showing us 
how quickly we can slide from an unpro
ductive mode or habit into a positive, 
productive one. Denis and I joke that just 
when we think we can't stand another 
moment of one of our children's phases, 
or can't stand some irritating habit, they 
miraculously change. Carrie sucked her 
thumb like an addict until she was five. 
She once announced in a very loud voice, 
to the great amusement of an 
orthodontist's waiting room full of par
ents whose kids had braces on their teeth, 
"I am going to suck my thumb forever." 
My many short lectures about her severe 
overbite and my sweet cajoling to get her 
to stop had no effect, and so I gave up and 
never mentioned it again. Many months 
later, she decided on her own that she had 
had enough and stopped cold turkey. I 
was dumbfounded. When we take the 
pressure off our children, they often choose 
those moments to leap forward, trans
forming themselves more completely than 
we would have thought possible. 

We need to re-envision our children 
constantly, allow them to change in our 
mind's eye at least half as quickly as they 
are in fact changing. The revelations pro
vided by our kids make parenting much 
like being part of a collage or a moving 
sculpture, like weaving a tapestry that con
tinually changes in hue and texture. 

We have been given many examples of 
the transforming power of the Spirit in 
the Bible, in the lives of great religious 
leaders like Gandhi and Dr. King, and 
through great works of literature. One of 
my personal favorites is Scrooge's awaken
ing in A Christmas Carol. The insight he 
gains during his night with the spirits 
changes him in an instant. "I am as giddy 
as a school boy!" he laughs. "I don't know 
anything, and I don't care that I don't 
know anything." George Bailey, in the 
film It's a Wonderful Life, experiences the 
same delicious excitement when his guard
ian angel helps him see how good his life 
really is. "''m going to jail!" he exclaims 
towards the end of the movie, "Isn't that 
wonderful?" His external circumstances 
haven't changed; he is still bankrupt. What 
has changed is his attitude towards those 

circumstances. What I love about this 
movie and Dickens's classic is that both 
characters, after their brush with divine 
truth, plunge into life with spontaneous, 
joyful enthusiasm (en-theos). In those 
Spirit-ftlled moments, they become ex
actly like children. 

If we are open to them, we can experi
ence our own mini-transformations daily 
and witness those of our children. 

Denis: I believe that if we live the basic 
tenets of simple living, unconditional lov
ing, and openness to divine oneness, we 
have the potential to effect significant 
changes in our world and in the children 
we leave behind to inhabit it. Part of being 
a Quaker means to take risks, to question 
assumptions, and, to borrow a Star Trek 
phrase, "to boldly go where no others have 
gone before." I imagine George Fox was 
that kind of risk taker. He felt a deep 
leading and responded to it with the same 
enthusiasm and joy that St. Francis did. 
We are the descendants, both birthright 
and convinced, of this compulsion to 
search for the truth. That truth must di
rect our intimate and communal journey 
with our children if healthy growth is to 
occur in our families, our communities, 
our country, and on our planet. In the 
words of]ohn Woolman, we are simply 
invited to "let our lives speak!" 

judy: We'd like to conclude with two 
quotations that capture for us our vision 
for our work with our children. From a 
letter attributed to Chief Seattle to Presi
dent Franklin Pierce in 1852: 

Will you teach your children what we have 
taught our children? That the earth is our 
mother? What befalls the earth befalls all the 
sons of the earth. This we know: the earth 
does not belong to man, man belongs to the 
earth. All things are connected like the blood 
that unites us all. Man did not weave the web 
oflife. He is merely a strand in it. Whatever he 
does to the web, he does to himself 

Denis: And a prayer of a Native American 
child: 

0 Great Spirit whose voice I hear in the 
winds and whose breath gives life to all the 
world, hear me! I am but a child small and 
weak; I need your strength and wisdom. Make 
me wise so that I may know the things you 
have taught my people. Let me learn the 
lessons you have hidden in every leaf and 
rock. 0 
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• Entries on 138 Quaker meetinghouses 
• More than 150 photographs 
• An index with more than 350 Quaker family names 
• A listing and directions to 75 Quaker burial grounds 

~ Friends United Press, Richmond, Indiana 
~ www.fum.org • 1-800-537-8838 
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NEW EN< 
QuAKER MEETI 

Available from FGC Bookstore 
1-800-966-4556 

bookstore@fgc.quaker.org 
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by Rebecca M. Osborn 

1lli 
eyond the forest, at the edge of the swamp, a little 
red-speckled ladybug crawled slowly up the stem 
of an orchid. Her name was Lydia, and she was 
looking for her lunch. Today lunch was to be tiny 

white aphids. 
Suddenly Lydia heard a loud buzzing sound above her 

head. She looked up to see a red scorpion fly hanging by his 
front legs from the top of the plant. He had a long, jointed tail 
that he had twisted into the shape of a hook to catch her and 
pull her up. 

Quickly, Lydia opened her wing flaps and, spreading her 
little round wings, flew away. She saw just what she was 
looking for-a short, stubby plant covered with aphids. 

Lydia landed on the roots of the plant and began to lick 
her way up. The aphids were sweet and 
tender. She had scooped up almost half a 

bellyful when she heard a shrill voice 

r.:~••""'"" call out: 
"Who are you?" 
It was the voice of a sundew 

plant. She was tall and slender with 
a crown of tiny white flowers around 

her head. She had a skirt of small round 
leaves covered with delicate hairs. Each hair 
glistened with a kind of nectar. 

"My name is Lydia," the little 
ladybug said. "What is yours?" 

"My name is Sophia," the el
egant sundew replied. 
She watched Lydia intently. 

"What are you doing there on that 
stalk?" she asked, 

"I am eating aphids," Lydia replied 
cheerily. 

"You are eating aphids!" Sophia exclaimed. 
"Yes. That is what I eat. I eat aphids." 

"0, that is cruel!" Sophia exclaimed. 
"Perhaps it is," Lydia agreed, 

"but ifl didn't eat the aphids, the 
aphids would eat all the plants. 

They would eat you, too." 

Rebecca M. Osborn is a member ofUnami 
(Pa.) Meeting. 

Sophia shook the crown of white flowers on her head. 
"Just the same," she said in a scolding tone of voice, "it isn't a 
very nice habit." 

At that very moment there was a buzzing sound over their 
heads. The same red scorpion fly that had tried to seize Lydia 
by its tail settled on one of Sophia's small round leaves with 
the hairs on them. 

Sophia was very calm. 
"It is very nice to see you," she said to the scorpion fly. 
He didn't return her greeting but began immediately to 

suck up the nectar on the ends of the hairs. 
Suddenly the scorpion fly began to jerk his legs frantically. 

He twisted and turned and bent his long jointed body in all 
directions. But, as he twisted and turned, he only slipped 
further and further down into the sticky nectar. Then Lydia 
saw the hairs on the leaf curl up slowly and cover his body. 
She could hear his frantic buzzing as they closed over him. 
Soon the buzzing stopped and the scorpion fly disappeared 
altogether. 

"You ate him!" Lydia said, "You ate the scorpion fly!" 
Sophia did not reply. 
"Why did you tell me I shouldn't eat aphids when you eat 

flies? You are a hypocrite!" 
Sophia lowered her head. The little crown of flowers 

drooped. 
"I thought ifl told you," she said, "you would be afraid of 

me. I thought you would fly away and never come back. I am 
so lonely here in this bog. No one ever comes to see me." 

"Small wonder," Lydia said, "You eat them!" 
"But I was made to eat flies!" 
"And I was made to eat aphids." 
"So, we are the same! And you don't hate me?" 
"Not when you're honest," Lydia said. 
Sophia smiled happily. 
"Then you will come back! You will come back again to 

visit me?" 
Lydia was silent for a moment, then she said: 
"Yes. Yes, I will come back to visit you, but I won't get any 

closer!" 
And, with that, she lifted her little wing flaps, spread out 

her tiny wings, and flew away home. 0 
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Friendly Puzzler 

For the ~un~ (or ~un~ at heart) 
by Tess Antrim-Cashin 

Directions: 
The words are placed so that they run down or up, 
sideways, and diagonally. An example of "happy": . · 

h y happy yppah h 
a p a 
p p p 
p a p 
y h y 

When you find a word, color the squares of the word brown 
or black. Letters can be used more than once. Color blank 
squares blue. If you do you will come up with an object. 

The following words are hidden in the puzzle: 
Bible 
bless 
Cobb 

equals 
Fell 
Fox 

Friends 
Fry 
hope 

Dictionary of Names in the word search: 

La go 
lion 
love 

Quakerism 
peace 
Penn 

silence 
soul 

Cobb-The helper of George Fox's 
friend 

Fell-George Fox's wife 

Fry-A Quaker who visited prisons 
Lago-George Fox's mother's maiden 

name 
Fox-A famous Quaker who lived in 

the 17th century. (Ma ny phrases 
such as "Stand in the light" come 
from George Fox.) 

s T A N 0 I N T 

A Q E I M R v z 
A B F c J N R w 
X B F R J s p H 

M L 0 N T I F E 

s E w G u L 0 L 

H M y F v E X B 

w 0 M E c N 0 I 

K p F s R c 0 B 

T z s w 0 E Q u 
N p u E Q u A K 

0 T X 0 F N R E 

L E z F N c G H 

z 0 H E R B c 
0 H p L G p u T 

c G K 0 s L w K 

Bonus: 

H 

B 

y 

0 

L 

A 

F 

L 

B 

A 

E 

I 

R 

0 

X 

A 

Penn-Another very famous Quaker. 
(Similar to George Fox, William Penn 
helped Quakers to become what they 
are today. ) 

E L I G H T 0 p 

u Q I N I z F A 

X w v s 0 X G c 
p E F K w L G c 
L L R L F 0 0 s 
G 0 I K A 0 p 0 

c v E R N H M F 

R E N u A N N 0 

E y 0 E J 0 p 0 

L s s F A X c F 

R I s M 0 p K L 

v s Q L B p M A 

J Q 0 N I s T G 

H I u B I E A 

v s u Q L M I E 

B y T p L s H 0 

Can you find something that George Fox said hidden somewhere in here? 

Tess Antrim-Cashin, ten, created this puzzle for the newsletter of Scarsdale (NY) Meeting. 
Solution on p. 44. 
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Friends 
Fiduciary 

Corporation 
Socially responsible investing 

in harmony with Frien ds) 
Testimonies 

• Solid long-term performance 

• Steady stream of income through 
predictable total return distributions 

• Proxies voted, guided by Quaker 
beliefs and values 

• Extreme[>' low expense ratio, espe
cial[>' vs. other funds 

• Organizations can maintain sepa
rate funds for separate purposes 
(Scholarship, Graveyard or Prop
erry Funds, etc.) 

• Abil i!}' to individualize semi-annual 
distribution instructions (accept 
payout. reinvest payout or reinvest 
just a portion) 

• Reduced burden for your volun
teers (i.e. treasurer, board, finance 
committee, school committee) 

• Investment is made through our 
Consolidated Fund, a balanced fund 
averaging 6S% stocks/3S% bonds 

We manage money for 
Friends Meetings, Schools, 

and other Friends 
Organizations 

Friends Fiduciary Corporation is a 
not -for -profit corporation. 

managed by a board of directors 
made up entirety of members 

of the Religious Socie!}' of Friends. 

For information, please contact: 
Constance Brookes, Executive Director 

Friends Center, IS IS Cherry Street 
Philadelphia. PA 19102 

21S-241-7272 
Emai l: CABFidCorp@aol.com 

or visit our website at 
www.Quaker.orgtfriendsfiduciary 
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endle Hi11 
.. ~tumn 

eeklong 
ourses 

Biblical Reflections on Exile: 
Theirs, and Ours 

Daniel Smith-Christopher 
October 21-26 

The Ministry of Writing for 
Publication 
Tom Mullen 

October 28- November 2 

Homer: The Odyssey 
Eugenia Freidman 

November 4-9 

Restoration 
john Calvi ·November 11-16 

Simple Living 
Frank Levering 

November 25-30 

Quaker Worship and the 
"Opportunity": 

Theory and Practice 
Bill Taber and Ted Perry 

December 2-7 

for more insightful programs check 

www.pendlehill.org 

~~~~~' 
338 Plush Mill Rd 

Wallingford, PA 19086 
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EXT. 142: (800) 7 42-3150 (US only) or 
(610) 566-4507 (available worldwide) 

Life in the Meeting 

Spiritual Evaluation of Movies 
by Jim Morrissey 

"Movies are one of the bad habits that have 
corrupted our century. They have slipped into 
the American mind more misinformation in one 
evening than the Dark Ages could in one decad£." 

-Ben Hecht 

e rely on a culturally determined 
ollection of myths to help guide 
e responses of individuals within 

our society. Historically we have progressed 
through oral tradition, scribe-written docu
ments, and mass-produced literature as the 
mechanisms for transmission of these myths. 
Today movies are a major force in the cre
ation of our contemporary myths. At Reading 
(Pa.) Meeting we have developed a set of 
queries ro help evaluate the spiritual implica
tions of movies. 

We make a conscious decision to go to a 
movie. Upon entering a theater we willingly 
suspend our personal distance and a certain 
amount of our beliefs. Although we usually 
see a movie with someone else, essentially we 
are alone in the dark theater, focused on the 
action on the screen. After the movie we 
usually do not discuss the film in any detail 
and do not examine the underpinnings of 
belief depicted. 

The ability ro tell a riveting story supple
mented by auditory amplification, special ef
fects to immerse the audience in the imme
diacy of the scene, careful control of the situa
tions presented, and background musical em
phasis combine to present a compelling and 
overwhelming experience. This provides ab
sorbing entertainment and has become an art 
form. A wide variety of symbols are woven 
into the fabric of movies to communicate 
subliminally the messages important to the 
director. The camera closely restricts our vi
sion and therefore our viewpoint. The dia
logue focuses our hearing on the story line. 
Background music sets a specific emotional 
pitch to the scene and the entire story. 

These potent presentations usually center 
around a conflict. The characters' efforts to 
resolve these conflicts provide the motif of dra
matic development. So real are these movies 
that an aesthetic distance is difficult to achieve. 
Depending upon the outcome depicted in the 
movie, the actions are incorporated either posi
tively or negatively into the viewer's own myth 
structure without critical review. 

Since movies are relatively permanent 

Jim Morrissey is a member of Reading (Pa.) 
Meeting. 

records presented in sound, speech , color, 
music, and visual action, they lend themselves 
well to critical analysis and group scrutiny. 
Each film has a specific story. Concrete details 
in the selection of scenes, scenery, music, and 
spoken dialogue reflect the outlook that the 
filmmaker intended. How does this outlook 
relate to our experiences, spiritual goals, and 
community? 

For the past six years, Reading Meeting 
has been watching films monthly as a spiritual 
exercise. We have devised queries to help us 
discern the spiritual background and mes
sages in the movies we watch. With a long 
film we get together early and share a potluck 
dinner. After the movie is shown we gather 
over coffee and refreshments to discuss it. 

We first discuss the outline plot and delin
eate the relationships depicted. Then we ana
lyze the techniques used to convey the mean
ings shown. We especially look for colors, 
symbols, settings, and music. Finally we look 
for evidence of continuing revelation and 
interconnectedness of characters with each 
other, their universe, and with the divine. 

The queries we pose to guide us are: 
1) What is the main story? 
2) What symbols (objects, actions, situa

tions, colors) repeat themselves? What is the 
significance of this repetition? 

3) What conflicts, in the dramatic sense, 
arise? 

4) Do you identifY a persuasion toward a 
particular attitude? 

5) What percentage of time is devoted to 
any particular theme? 

6) How are the conflicts resolved? 
7) How does the movie relate to your 

experience? What scenes help you to under
stand the problems presented? Does the movie 
shed light on concerns in your life? 

8) As the plot unfolds, what lifts you up 
and what lets you down? 

9) How does the visual and auditory de
sign impact you? 

1 0) Are there any examples of divine inter
vention? 

11) Do you have any problems with this 
movie? 

12) As the film ends, how do you feel 
about life? 

The discussions have been lively and 
thought-provoking. The linear plot question 
helps to clarifY the story line and to review the 
film mentally. Discussion of the symbols helps 
underline the premises of the filmmakers. The 
after-movie sharing helps put a perspective on 
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the emotional pitch of the movie and exam
ines the proposed myths presented. In most 
movies the basic conflict is between good and 
evil, and in the discussion a new perspective 
on these elements emerges. 

The almost universal use of conflict-per
sonal, societal, interpersonal, environmental, 
and historical-as plot motifs involve the au
dience in the film. How the conflicts are 
presented evokes the prejudices of the audi
ence members. Discussion helps to provide a 
more holistic view and individualizes the spe
cifics, enabling viewers to look for that of God 
in every one, including the villain. 

How the conflict is handled dramatically is 
the central element in understanding the myths 
underlying the ftlmmaker' s basic outlook. The 
use of symbols in the visual and oral dialogue 
helps to clarifY what information is being 
transmitted and what is being perceived by 
the audience. 

Relating the events and human techniques 
to our own Lives provides a focus to explore 
analogous situations we might encounter and 
aids in discerning what paths are available to 
follow. A movie offers a framework of our 
universe with subjects that can help us explore 
what the effects of various actions may be. 
This in turn can help us discern what is change
able, and how to effect this change. 

Divine intervention in our daily life is 
commonly overlooked. When this interven
tion appears as part of a movie it is" usually 
presented in an oblique fashion. Apo!W 13 is 
an example of a recent movie strongly imply
ing the power of prayer and divine guidance. 

Reflecting on what elements in the pro
duction make us uneasy-either spiritually, 
personally, or politically-brings forth a variety 
of perceptions. The queries centering on per
sonal, social, and political outlooks help us to 
evaluate our personal and group worldview at 
this time. Recognizing ourselves in the movie 
can help us expand our horiwn by identifYing 
assumed limits. The movie The Day the Earth 
Stood Still ends with the implied solution to 
world conflicts being the imposition of force 
from an advanced civilization to coerce the 
world into stopping all conflict. It did not 
define what conflict is forbidden. The total 
reliance on force to achieve a desirable goal 
invites this kind of scrutiny. 

Ending with a discussion of the personal, 
emotional relationship between the film and 
the ~scussion group audience rounds out the 
even mg. 

For Reading Meeting these movie sessions 
have been a form of inreach and some out
reach. It is also building community-help
ing bond members together and deepen spiri
tual sensitivity. Often the movie evening has 
led to messages in subsequent meetings 
for worship. 0 

fRIENDS jOURNAL jury 2001 

Don't miss out. 

We're 
filling up fast. 

The first phase of Chandler 

Hall's community living 

units filled up in record 

time. Our newest phase 

opens soon, so there's still 

time to become part of 

the family. Come tour 

the light-filled common 

areas, country kitchens, 

community theatre and 

intimate dining rooms. 

Talk with our chef, activities director and all the compassionate 

people whose personalized approach to aging makes every resident 

feel at home. Let our residents tell you about the activities-from 

art classes and fitness programs to day trips- that make their days 

so interesting. Learn how affordable it is to live here. And discover 

for yourself the difference we can make in your loved one's life. 

Adult Day Program 
Aquatics Programs 
Assisted Living 

Home Health Care 
Hospice Care 
Memory Care 

Nursing Care 
Wellness C linic 

Every Life Has Meaning ... 

CHANDLER 
LL 

Living The Quaker Tradition 

A nonprofit, nondiscriminatory QUAKER faciliry 
99 Barclay Street, Newtown, PA • (215) 860-4000 

1-888-603-1973 • www.chandlerhall.org 
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The strength ofFRIE DS JoURNAL is in its readers, so we want to add 
some new ones! 

Send us the names of up to six individuals who are not currently 
subscribers,* but who you know would enjoy the JoURNAL. 

We'll send each of them three free issues (along with a gift card from 
you)-and we'll extend your own subscription by one month for each 
friend, meeting member, or attender whose name you send to us (up 
to six months). 
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*(and who have not been for two years) 

5. Name: __________ _ 

Address: -----------

_________ Zip ___ _ 

6. Name: __________ _ 

Address:-----------

___ ______ Zip ___ _ 

Please extend my current 
subscription: 
Name: ___________ _ 

Address:------------

_ ________ .Zip ___ _ 

1216 Arch Street, 2A, Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835 
Fax: ( 215) 568-1377 
circulation@friendsjournal.org FJ 0101 

Young Friends 

An Hour 
of Silence 
Brendan Flanagan 

W e sit there silently, staring off into 
space. The benches all face the 
middle of the room, keeping us 

centered. Occasionally a baby cries or some
one sneezes. The room smells of must that 
people have tried to cover up with cheap air 
fresheners. There is a spot of light moving on 
the wall, most likely reflected from someone's 
watch. The small, round stained-glass win
dow near the top of one wall casts light on the 
small area at the center of the room that is free 
of benches. Some people look at this. Others 
look out the window at the cars that whiz 
by. Some find comfort in the faces of others in 
the room. 

There are small children scattered all over 
the room, obviously not happy to be here. 
They speak in whispers meant to be silent but 
audible throughout the room. They ask their 
parents for the time. They wave to their friends 
and mouth words of greeting. 

There have been several messages already, 
and meeting has not yet reached the halfway 
point. This surprises many; facial expressions 
mirror their feelings. When the speaker rises 
all attention is turned toward him. People 
who were lost in their thoughts are brought 
back to this world for a few moments. Parents 
make sure their children look up from their 
books to be polite, but the speaker would 
not have known either way-his eyes are 
shut in an almost meditative trance. His 
words flow not from him, but through him. 
He sits. 

The halfway point has been 
reached; the small children 
leave with a few adults. There 
are a few moments of pure 
silence. The whispering 
has abated, the children 
are now downstairs, and 
their songs rise up to the 
room through the floor. 
Some parents recognize 
their children's voices and smile. 

The room is much sparser 
now. The absence of faces to look at has lefr 

Brenddn Flanagan, a student at the College of 
William and Mary, was born into Brooko/n 
(NY.) Meeting and attends Langley Hill (Va.) 
Meeting. 
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many people searching the walls and ceiling. 
The small cracks in the walls, the stained-glass 
window with one piece missing, and the rafters 
with intertwining beams all receive scrutiny. 
The remaining occupants of the room are not 
all familiar with each other. Most know each 
other only by name or face, but now they are 
bonded together with the silence, a bond that 
is much stronger and more material than that 
of words. Words are not always true, but 
silence never lies. 

Now a voice is heard from the back corner. 
A deep, raspy voice begins to sing in a lan
guage that is foreign, perhaps Hebrew. It is a 
sad, mourning song. The song must not be 
foreign to some because soon others are join
ing. A high voice sings harmony. More join 
in. A round is formed. Shalom, shalom one 
group calls. Shalom, shalom another group 

t responds. Hair is on end as the beautiful, 
~ sometimes harsh harmony fills the room. It is 
~ full, but more is being forced in. The sound is 
< like a death march as still more people join the 
~round. Just as ears feel about to burst one 
·~ group drops out, then another. 
~ Again it is silent. This time it is a much 
-;Q more solemn silence. The air seems stale and 
6 hard to breathe. The world is spinning, the 
~ song still rings. People sit on the edge of their 
~ seats, obviously very moved. Then, like a 
~ dam bursting, the tension is released. People 
~ shake hands. Meeting, unlike the dead, has 
~ risen. 0 
~ -.: 
~ 
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• Picturesque 84-acre country campus offering an 
active lifestyle, near the attractions of Baltimore. 

• One-story, garden style apartments. 

• Wellness program 

• A good value In retirement living- your meals, 
weekly housekeeping, prescriptions, medical bill 
processing, health care, long-term care and 
much more are included in the basic monthly fee. 

Broadmead is an Accredited, Not-for-Profit 
Continuing Care Retirement Community 

Founded and operated in the caring Quaker tradition. 
13801 York Road, Cockeysville, Maryland 21030 

410-527-1900 

www.broadmead.org EQUAL HOUSING 
O P PORTU NITY 

"As you know [our daughter] was involved with a super play 
production of the history of Tibet which is being made into a 
documentary for distribution around the world. She was responsible 
for art and costume work. She is studying Buddhism and the 
Tibetan language and is also teaching the children English, besides 
everything else she is doing. She will have so many stories to tell. 
We are so HAPPY that she is having such a good education and at 
the same time evolving into a wonderful human being with all the 
lessons she is learning and all the teachers who are appearing to her 
on her journey." 

-Parent's letter to Friends World Admissions Office 
on the Friends World Program, South Asia Center 

The Friends World Program of Long Island University gratefully 
acknowledges its Quaker roots. Now in its thirty-fifth year, the 
Program seeks to uphold the ideals upon which it was founded. 
Our efforts continue with the present learning community. 

For further information about study with Friends World, please contact: 

The Friends World Program 
Long Island University 
239 Montauk Highway 
Southampton, NY 11968 
(631)287-8474 
fw@southampton.liunet.edu 
www.southampton.liunet.edu/fw/ 

FRIENDS WORLD PROGRAM 

LoNG ISlAND 

~~r 
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Books 

A Young Friends' 
Summer Bookshelf 

Depending on where you grew up, 
the best part of those long sum
mer days that stretched across 

your childhood might have been an 
exhuberant game of stickball in the street 
after dinner, the first bleat of a lamb warm 
from its mother's womb, or that first wild 
leap into an ice-cold wave at the shore. 

For me, it was Mrs. Vogelson' s library. 
Every afternoon, I'd slip into the library 
and spend an hour or two tucked behind 
an old wooden bookcase, sirting cross
legged on the cool linoleum floor under 
two tall windows that let in the summer 
breezes. The library was usually empty, except 
for Mrs. Vogelson of course, and the silence 
was sofi: and welcoming. 

I wish I could say I was enthralled by 
Defoe or Cooper or some other weighty au
thor, but I have never been a model of literary 
correctness. Instead, I was and am fascinated 
by biographies. Who were these people about 
whom whole books were written? What did 
they do? What did they think? What made 
them tick? Day after day, as the sun beat 
against the heavy yellow shades that covered 
the windows above me, and the kids outside 
played kickball and tag, I would read the 
stories of Nancy Hanks, Jane Addams, Flo
rence Nightingale, Nellie Bly, and Eleanor 
Roosevelt. In no small way, they formed who 
I am today as effectively as the women who 
surrounded me in real life. 

What books are helping to form your chil
dren? If you're not sure, you're not alone. In 
some ways, I think we've become so accus
tomed in our society to having books around 
that we forget what powerful tools they can 
be. They change worlds and mold lives. That's 
why, as you schedule soccer camp, swimming 
lessons, and cookouts into your child's sum
mer, I hope you'll also schedule a few lazy 
afternoons with some thoughtfully chosen 
books. Here are some suggestions ro get 
you started. They were recommended by 
our children's book reviewers and selected 
with an eye to encouraging Quaker values. 

-Ellen Michaud 

Because Nothing Looks 
Like God 
By Lawrence and Karen Kushner. Illustrated by 
Dawn W Majewski. Jewish Lights Publishing, 
2000. 31 pages. $16.95/hardcover. Ages 4-8. 
What parent in any religion has not heard the 
three difficult questions: "Where is God?" 
"What does God look like?" and, "How does 
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God make things happen?" Questions con
cerning religion are often difficult for parents 
to respond ro. This charming, colorful, well
illustrated book helps in the discussion. The 
answers are both simple and brilliant, written 
in terms youngsters can understand. The il
lustrations show multi-cultural families in 
bright colors. This short book will enrich 
anybody's religious stance and fits very well 
into Quaker literature. Because Nothing Looks 
Like God is nondenominational and nonsec
tarian. It has been endorsed by Protestant, 
Catholic, and Jewish religious leaders. 

joan Overman 

The Circle of Days 
By Reeve Lindbergh. Illustrated by Cathie 
Felstead. Candlewick Press, 1998. 25 pages. 
$15.99/hardcover. Ages 4-8. Reeve Lindbergh, 
daughter of poet Anne Morrow Lindbergh, 
has written a lovely children's book adapted 
from St. Francis's Canticle of the Sun, writ
ten in 1225. The simple language, quiet 
and reflective, offers families a look at the 
prayer of praise. The last sentences appeal 
ro Quaker values: 

"For all your gifts, of every kind, 
We offer praise with quiet mind. 

Be with us, Lord, and guide our ways 
Around the circle of our day." 

The brilliantly colorful illustrations are 
just right. 

-Joan Overman 

I Wish Tonight 
By Lois Rock. Illustrated by Anne Wilson. Good 
Books, 2000. 25 pages. $16/hardcover. Ages 4-
8. Told in rhyme and with much imagina
tion, this little srory of a small boy's dreams 
turns his bed into a sailing boat that takes 
him to great adventures. Scenes of friendship, 
multicultural cooperation, and environmen
tal concern all lead ro the line, ''I'll wish for a 
world where what's wrong is put right." I 
Wish Tonight will be enjoyed by many little 
ones; the story offers many Quaker values. 
The best feature of I Wish Tonight is the 
wonderful, colorful illustrations. 

-Joan Overman 

The Shore Beyond 
By Mary Joslin. Illustrated by Alison jay. Good 
Books, 2000.28 pages. $16/hardcover. Ages 5-
8. Clara, who lives on the shore of a lake, 
watches her father leave each day in his 
rowboat to ferry people ro the other shore. 
She wants so much to go with him-she 
wants to explore to the ends of the earth! Her 

dream is to row in her own boat to 
the other shore and down the river 
to see the world. And at a bit older 
age, she and a friend build tiny 
boats and take off to fulfi ll their 
dreams. 

A wise sailor tells Clara, "You 
may choose to be a traveler, or you 
may choose to settle down, for your 
life itself is the journey. One day 
you will reach the place you long 
for, and you will know in your 
heart t!;at it has for long been your 
home. 

The colorful folk-art illustrations 
do much ro enhance this story. 

-Joan Overman 

Joan Overman, a member of Elmira (NY.) 
Meeting, is the book review assistant for FRIENDS 

JOURNAL. 

Search for a Fawn 
By Esther Bender. Illustrated by Edna Bender. 
Herald Press, 1998. 32 pages. $8.99/paperback. 
Ages 4-8. A boy tries to cope with a new 
stepbrother and the recent death of his grand
father in this well-crafted and beautifully illus
trated story from our Mennonite fi:iends at 
Herald Press. Copper, along with his older 

july 2001 fRIENDS JoURNAL 



Plain Living: A Quaker Path to Simplicity 
by Catherine Whitmire 
Drawing on numerous first hand accounts of Friends ranging from Margaret Fell and Isaac 
Penington to Jan Hoffman and Patricia Loring, Plain Living delves into the many dimensions 
of simple living. Plain Living is not about sacrifice. It's about choosing the life you really want, a 
form of inward simplicity that leads us to listen for the "still small voice" of God. 

God the Trickster: Eleven Essays 
compiled and edited by Ben Pink Dandelion 

Sarin Books, 2001, 190 pp.,paperback $13.95 

"Nothing is an accident. Nothing is coincidence. All the authors in this collection subscribe to a 
personal relationship with God ... all have felt ... a sense of being tricked along their spiritual 
paths. In some way a Trickster figure has been at work in our lives."- from the introduction. 
Contributors include Margery Post Abbott, Chuck Fager, Jane Orion Smith and Seren Wildwood. 

Unraveling the White Cocoon 
by jeff Hitchcock 

QHS, 200 I, paperback $20.00 

"( had thought to subtitle this book A Guide to Self-Discovery and Understanding for White 
Americans Who Live and Work in M11/tiradal Settings, but that was much too long and so I 
mention it here. This book is a labor oflove and concern about a topic many harclly know 
exists. Therein lies the concern. White people form part of the equation of our multiracial 
nation, yet we've given little serious thought to our role as simply that-white people." 
- from the preface. An unusual and important book by a Friend. 

Kendall/Hunt, 2001 ,249 pp., paperback $21 .95 

New England Quaker Meetinghouses: Past and Present 
by Silas B. Weeks 
Silas Weeks has spent more than fifteen years gathering photos and histories of more than 
110 New England Quaker meetinghouses. Delightful anecdotes weave through notes 
about architectural style, location, cost, and significant Quaker family names. Includes list 
for each state of related Q uaker burial grounds with directions. Appendix of 
meetinghouses by architectural style, historical and current maps, glossary and index. 

FUP,200/, /80pp., paperback $18.50 

How God Fix Jonah 
by Lorenz Graham, illustrated by Ashley Bryan 
"The son of an African Methodist Episcopal minister in California, Graham taught in a mis
sionary school in Liberia in the 1920s. He wrote this collection of biblical story-poems ... in 
the voices ofWest Mrican teachers and students. Now the collection has been reissued in a 

handsome volume with dramatic, new, full-page block prints by Ashley Bryan. The stories, great for reading aloud, 
have the simplicity and rhythm of the oral tradition .... A book to share across generations."- Hazel Rochman 

Boyds Miffs Press, 2000, /57 pp., hardcover $17.95 

Paths of Faith: Conversations About Religion and Spirituality 
by Michael Thomas Ford 
"Bringing the interdenominational approach of such anthologies as R eeve Lindbergh's In 
Every Tiny Grain of Sand to an older and more critical audience, Ford interviews 11 individuals 
fully committed to as many different forms of religion. From a Reform rabbi to the cofounder 
of the R eclaiming Witchcraft Tradition, from a Q uaker [Stephen Cary] to the president of the 
Hindu Temple Society of North America, the speakers here are consistently articulate about 
their beliefs, their spiritual struggles and their practices. Ages 12-up."- Publisher.! Weekly 

Simon & Schuster, 2000, 260 pp., hardcover $17.00 
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Personalized Care in the 
Quaker Tradition 

Since 1896 

A Quiet, 
Home-Like Setting in a 
Beautifully Landscaped 
Atmosphere 

• Private Rooms, Suites and 
Apartments 

• Recreational Activities 

• 24 Hour Security 
• Assistance With Activities Of Daily 

Living 
• Some Financial 

Assistance Available 
• Emergency Response System 

• Three Nutritious, Home-Cooked 
Meals Served Daily In Elegant 
Surroundings 

• Linen And Housekeeping Services 

For information please 
call856-235-4884 

28 Main Street, 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 

For Young Adults: Creative Approaches to Conflict: 
Alternatives to Violence Project Basic Training 

Nancy Frommelt & Laura Taylor· Aug. 31-Sept. 3 

Peaceful Mind, Open Heart: 
A Silent Insight Meditation Retreat 

Mary Orr · Sept. 14-22 

Quakers and Racial Justice 
Vanessa]ulye,]erry V. Leaphart & Ernestine 

Buscemi· Oct. 12-14 

Prophecy and Social Justice 
Daniel Smith-Christopher · Oct. 26-28 

Inquirers' Weekend: Basic Quakerism 
Gene HiUman, Christine & john Rose 

Oct. 26-28 

PENDLEHILL 
A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 

338 Plush Mill Rd ·Wallingford, PA 19086 
EXT. 142: (610) 566-4507 OR (800) 742-3150 
registrar@pendlehill.org · www.pendlehill.org 

brother and younger stepbrother, Tucker, are 
visiting his Grandma while his Dad and new 
wife are away. 

Hearing about an albino fawn in the 
nearby woods, the boys camp out several 
nights, hoping to see it. Finally, after almost 
losing one another in a storm, it is Tucker 
who comes close enough to see the fawn's 
pink eyes. 

The shared experience of relying on one 
another has drawn the boys together in a 
way that helps them understand and respect 
each other even as it establishes the bonds of a 
new family. 

-Elise Barash 

Elise Barash, formerly on the staff of George 
School is a member of South Starksboro {Vt.} 
Meeting. 

A Colonial Quaker Girl: 
The Diary of Sally Wister, 
1777-1778 
Edited by Megan 0 'Hara. Bridgestone Books, 
2000. 32 pages. $22.60/hardcover. Ages 8-12. 
Sally Wister was not a plain Friend; her father's 
wealth provided material privileges such as 
silk and chintz dresses and social privileges 
such as meetings with officers in the Conti
nental Army. Disappointing as it may be to 
some present-day Friends, nor all subsequent 
settlers to Penn's Holy Experiment lived aus
tere and devout lives. Actual excerpts from 
Sally's diary paint a picture of a rather typical 
young colonial girl. With the Revolutionary 
War providing the setting, readers will notice 
the glamour of the military reflected in young 
Sally's eyes. While the preteen has a cognizant 
fear of the realities of war, she supports no 
discernable Peace T escimony in her writing. 
The afterword, however, allows readers to 
meet the more traditional Friend that Sally 
became as an adult. This primary source offers 
an appealing biographical alternative to other 
stories of weighty Friends and makes an excel
lent starting point for a discussion on con
tinuing revelation. 

-Aiessa Giampaolo Keener 

William Penn: Founder of 
Pennsylvania 
By Steven Kroll. Holiday House, 2000. 32 pages. 
$16.95/hardcover. Ages 9-12. William Penn 
lived a life both charmed and aggrieved. Born 
into a life of privilege, his father's posicion in 
the royal court offered young William a certain 
sense of security, which enabled a bold deter
minacion. When William chose to pursue a 
life in accord with Friends, his outspokenness 
caused him to suffer from the religious perse-
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cution of his day. Kroll plainly tells the story 
of Penn's complex life journey as a Friend. 
The story highlights significant events from 
Penn's life, yet centers mainly around his 
years as a Quaker crusader in England. The 
muted illustrations suggest the greater depth 
to which readers can go with Penn's story. An 
excellent biography for the middle reader. 

-Aiessa Giampaolo Keener 

Sacred Places 
By Philemon Sturges. Illustrated by Giles Laroche. 
G. P. Putnam s Som, 2000. 40 pages. $16.991 
hardcover. Ages 9-12. A lyrical introduction of 
the geometry and architecture found through
our the world rhar creates the spaces we call 
sacred. Every religion has such a place. Some 
places are created on isolated islands, some in 
the middle of town. The illustration of each 
of the 28 sacred places is accompanied by a 
brief historical and/or cultural note. These 
notes encourage readers to discover parallels 
between religions and their places of worship 
in an effort to build unity among our family 
offaiths. 

The exquisite illustrations made from 
paper-cut drawings and paintings highlight 
how form meets function and creates a unique 
beauty that celebrates each belief system. De
pending on your child's level of interest, he or 
she can stop at this aesthetic level or go back to 
the beginning and reread the historical notes 
included on each page. The author offers clear 
and concise summaries of the five main reli
gions discussed in the book. 

-Aiessa Giampaolo Keener 

The Boy Who Loved to Draw: 
Benjamin West 
By Barbara Brenner. Illustrated by Olivier 
Dunrea. Houghton Mifflin, 1999. 48 pages. 
$15/hardcover. Ages 4-8. There was a time in 
Quaker history when Friends were not en
couraged to express themselves artistically. 
Young Benjamin West of Pennsylvania knew 
this, yet he was possessed with a desire, an 
urge, a need to draw. He risked his father's 
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The Meeting School 
56 Thomas Road, Rindge, NH 03461 

Organic Farm 
~ heirloom breeds, active student involvement 

/ Caring Quaker Community 
putting faith into practice in our daily lives 

Progressive Secondary Education 
day/boarding, small classes, hands-on learning 

-r r-t-~~-)fr- fft-e-,-------- --- ---
Ill \Of "l ,~ • I ,u _ . "' ~ ...;-,,--w · · · '·'I 

email:office@meetingschool.org (603) 899-3366 www.meetingschool.org 

Friends' Central School 
''Friends' Central School has been 

my home for thirteen years. 

The encouragement that the faculty 

provides has inspired me to follow 

my dreams. The support that they 

offer has given me the strength to 

actively pursue them." 

Adam Griska '00 
BROWN UNIVERS ITY 

National Merit Scholar Commended Student 
Cum Laude • AP Scholar 1999 

FCS Drama Award • Jazz Band • Vocal Jazz Ensemble 
Susan Durnford Snipes Memorial Award 

Debate • Lacrosse • Soccer 

Lower School, Grades Pre-K • 4 
228 Old Gulph Road 
Wynnewood, PA 19096-1098 

Middle/Upper School, Grades 5 - 12 
I I 0 I City Avenue 
Wynnewood, PA 19096-3490 

Displ4y 
Ad 

Deadlines 

Call: (610) 649-7440 to register 

Reservations are required for display ads in FRIENDS JouRNAL. 

September issue: Reserve space by July 16. 
Ads must be received by July 19. 

October issue: Reserve space by August 13. 
Ads must be received by August 16. 

Ad rate is $32 per column inch. 

FRIENDS 
JOURNAL 

Call (215) 563-8629 now with your reservation or questions. 
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Year2002 
Quaker Motto Calendar 

Inspirational messages 
for each month 

Since 1884 

25 calendars $21.00 
25 calendars & envelopes $23.00 

Send orders with check to: 
The Motto Calendar 

P.O. Box 59 
Douglassville, P A 19518 

MottoCal @aol.com 
telephone: 301-320-3931 

fax: 301-320-7370 
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Open your child's 
mind to the world 

ABINGTON 
FRIENDS 
SCHOOL 

A Quaker coeducational 
day school grades 

Preschool through 12 

For more information, call 
215-886-4350 

575 Washington Lane • Jenkintown, PA 19046 
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wrath by drawing with a quill pen without 
permission. 

He tempted his mother's patience while 
in pursuit to discover paint from a local Na
tive American. He jeopardized his own safety 
by using the fumily cat as a bristle source for 
his paintbrushes. Through all his exasperating 
adventures to create art, his parents saw that 
Benjamin had a gift that should be respected 
and nurtured. At the age of nine, Benjamin 
was sent to study art in Philadelphia, and he 
eventually continued his studies in Europe. 
This charming childhood tale straight from 
the annals of Quaker history introduces young 
Friends to a father of American art who may 
be best known for his painting of Penn's 
Treaty with the Indians. 

-Aiessa Giampaolo Keener 

Alessa Giampaolo Keener, of Baltimore-Stony 
Run (Md.) Meeting, homeschools her children 
and writes children s book reviews. 

Best Spiritual Writing 2000 
Edited by Philip Zaleski. Harper San 
Francisco, 2000.354 pages. $16/paperback. 

"The best spiritual writing is hospitable to 
the reader; it offers an open door. Its language 
is approachable, accessible to the many and 
not just the few. While it may aim for the 
stars, it is firmly grounded in the material of 
ordinary experience." So wrote poet/essayist 
Kathleen Norris in her introduction to Philip 
Zaleski's The Best Spiritual Writing 1999. And 
fortunately for us, The Best Spiritual Writing 
2000 holds to that prescription. 

The third in Zaleski's "Best Spiritual Writ
ing" series, 2000 is a collection by almost 40 
authors, including the likes of John Updike, 
Annie Dillard, Richard John Neuhaus, Natalie 
Goldberg, and Wendell Berry. It was com
piled by Zaleski, who is a senior editor of 
Parabo/4 magazine, a religion instructor at 
Smith College, co-author of Gifts ofthe Spirit, 
and author of The Recollected Heart. 

As in each of his previous volumes, Zaleski's 
collection is introduced by a spiritual writer of 
some note. In the past, introductions were 
written by Patricia Hampl and Kathleen 
Norris. This year Care of the Soul's Thomas 
Moore offers the opening thoughts. Moore 
says that spiritual writing's "first task is to give 

our ordinary ordeals deep context and tools of 
transcendence. It should turn us inside out, 
peeling back our skin of literalism, and re
mind us to hear the divine and angelic music 
that sounds through in any good piece of 
writing of any genre that has been inspired by 
a muse and directed toward the slightest tran
scendence of our ordinary days." 

These pieces do that. And more than that, 
the themes that Zaleski has chosen for his 
folio of nonfiction are as wide as its author
ship and theological framework. In irs pages 
readers encounter Harvard University's divin
ity professor Harvey Cox's scathing look at 
'The Market As God"; Ann Hood's "Search 
of Miracles"; Natalie Goldberg's pilgrimage 
to Japan to honor her deceased Zen teacher; 
and Jacques Lusseyran's writing about "What 
One Sees Without Eyes," a blind man's per
spective of the light within as opposed to the 
light beyond. Readers also travel with Chris
topher Bamford "In the Presence of Death," 
join Miller Williams for "A Conversation 
with Jimmy Carter," and hear Anita Mathias's 
confession that "I Was a Teenage Atheist." 

It is this breadth of religious thinking that 
should appeal to readers of FRIENDS j OURNAL. 

The Best Spiritual Writing 2000 offers no dog
marie, narrow-minded definicion of spiritual 
writing, but rather embraces the spectrum of 
spiritual exploration. It invites readers to re
flect on their own spirituality and, in Moore's 
words, be rurned "inside out." 

Broad, too, are the sources from which 
Zaleski has drawn these essays and poems. 
While a reader might expect to find material 
from Christianity Today, Image, Spirituality 
and Health, First Thing.r, and Parabo/4, Zaleski 
has not limited himself to these. Many of the 
pieces originally appeared inAtklntic Monthly, 
Harpers Magazine, New Republic, Kenyon Re
view, New York Times Magazine, and other 
supposedly secular sources. This not separat
ing sacred from secular and honoring all spiri
tual seeking makes Best Spiritual Writing 2000 
especially hospitable to Friends. 

Another feature that commends it to us is 
its Jist of the best spiritual books of the last 
century. The list was determined by a panel of 
thinkers such as Frederic Brussant, Harold 
Kushner, Huston Smith, and Quaker writer 
David Yount. Books on the list include Black 
Elk's Bklck Elk Speaks, Dietrich Bonhoeffer's 
Cost of Discipleship, Mircea Eliade's The Myth 
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of the Eternal Return, M. Scott Peck's The 
Road Less Traveled, and 96 others. As would 
be expected (and hoped), in keeping with 
our publishing history, Friends are well repre
sented, with Richard Foster's Celebration of 
Discipline and Thomas Kelly's A Testament of 
Devotion making the list. Of course, many 
readers will disagree with some of the selec
tions, but just reading the titles and reflecting 
on their inclusion can be an exercise in spiri
tual questioning and questing. 

Best Spiritual Writing 2000 is a worthy 
book for use in reading groups, First -day school 
classes, or for personal spiritual growth. As 
with any collection, readers will find some 
pieces that will speak to their condition more 
than others. And they might find themselves 
arguing with some of Zaleski's choices. My 
main disappointment in Zaleski's entire se
ries, for example, is the absence of fiction. I 
wish for some writing like that which appears 
in Paula Carlson's Listening/or God: Contem
porary Literature and the Life of Faith or C. 
Michael Curtis's God: Stories. 

Still, as the effort of one editor (an editor of 
remarkable sensitiviry and spiritual insight) 
culling the plethora of published spiritual writ
ing, it is a significant book. Each piece is 
thoughtful and insightfuL Best Spiritual Writ-

ing 2000, in Kathleen Norris's 
words, "offers an open door." I 
invite you to step through it. 

- J Brent Bill 

j Brent Bill, FRIENDS jOURNALs 

assistant book review editor, is a 
member of Muncie (Ind.) Meeting 
and an imtructor of religious creative writing at 
Earlham School of Religion. 

In Brief 

John Woolman and the Global 
Economy 

By David Morse. New England Yearly Meeting 
Committee on Prejudice and Poverty, 2000. 19 
pages. $4/paperback. My first thoughts reading 
David Morse's brief book were "How de
pressing!" and "How negative!" Surely the 
United States and its free enterprise system is 
not facilitating the development of global 
monopolies by a few corporations? Yet, as I 
read I was convinced that the issues Morse 
raises are of vital concern to us all-from 
his treatment of genetically modified foods 

to actions of corporations like Monsanto, to 
the U.S. media's uncritical treatment of trade 
issues. Morse directs the reader to the example 
of John Woolman as a guide for confronting 
the global economy. While our lives and 
economy are vastly more complicated, Morse 
points out, we can still listen to and act upon 
our consciences as Woolman did. T hat means 
we must first look within both ourselves and 
our economy. john Woolman and the Global 
Economy is a good place for meetings and 
social concerns committees to begin a discus
sion around this important topic. It can also 
help us learn how to work constructively with 
governmental and corporate representatives. 

-Christina Conn 

Christina Conn is a member of Muncie (Ind.) 
Meeting, where she is a member of the Peace and 
Christian Social Concerm Committee. 

For additional information contact Julie at (908) 595-6500 
100 Monroe Street • Bridgewater, NJ 08807 
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FOUNDING HEAD OF SCHOOL 
San Francisco Friends School 

San Francisco, CA 

San Francisco Friends The Founding Head 
School, an independent should have the vision 

coed K-8 school, seeks a and passion to shape a 
founding head. We are new school academically, 

scheduled to open in organizationally, and 
Fall 2002 with 60 K-2 financially. He/she 

students, with a projected should have experience 
eventual enrollment of 400 with Friends schools, 

K-a students. SFFS joins a a commitment to diversity, 
commitment to academic a collaborative leadership 

excellence with Quaker style, and senior 
values of simplicity, management experience 

integrity, peaceful problem in an educational setting. 
solving, service, and Advanced degree 

mutual respect. preferred. 

For a complete job description and requirements, visit 
1vww.sffriendsschool.org. Applicants should e-mail or fax 

resume, cover letter, and statement of educational 
philosophy to: 

Mary Hossfeld and Randy Milden 
SFFS Head Search Committee 

rnhossfeld@aol.com • fax: (415) 447-8695 
rmilden@worldnet.att.net • fax: (510) 524-8247 

P.O. Box 475776 • San Francisco, CA 94147-5776 
SAn Francisco Friends School iJ an E.fual Opponunity E111pluycr 

The 
Storehouse 
Collection 
of Memories 

... a Life Story service to help you 
savor your memories, tell your story 
and create a beautiful book-
a cherished legacy for generations 
to come. 
Marty Walton a Linda Lyman 
1311 Sudden Valley 
Bellingham, WA 
98226 
(800) 738-8599 
llfebooks@aot.com 

www storehousecotlection.com 
Members, Association oj Personal Historians 

Quakers Uniting In Publications 

DISCOVER QUAKER PHILADELPHIA 
Two-hour walking tours of William Penn's 
original city of brotherly love. For sale: 
paperweight created to honor Penn's work 
and crafted in Olde City. 
Send a SASE for information to: QUAKER 
TOURS, Box 1632, Media, PA 19063. 

The Bible Association of Friends 
in America 

since 1829 has offered Bibles, NewT estamenrs, 
and Portions free or at cost to Friends 
institutions, individuals, and others worldwide. 

Write to: P.O. Box 3, Riverton, NJ 08077 
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Quaker Profiles 

Bob Philbrook 
by Kara 
Newell 

Bob Philbrook is 
as vibrant, con
fident, and en

ergetic as anyone you'Ll 
ever meet. He also hap
pens to have gotten po
lio when he was six 
months old, an event 
that has shaped his life 
in many ways. As a pre
teen he had several op
erations that stunted 
his growth-he stands 
onlyabour4'11 ".Now 
he spends some of his rime in a wheelchair, 
due to post-polio syndrome. 

Though he describes himself as a "70-year
old victim of polio," his story is not one of 
victimhood but of victory, intelligence, 
warmth, humor, activism, and faith. His 
fai th developed early. "I discovered God as a 
child, when I was kept alone, away from 
other children. T he only person I could 
talk to was God. And I just knew, I just 
simply knew, that not only was there a God 
but that God paid attention to me, despite 
the miserable physical and lonely state I 
was in. My vision of God being there was 
so strong that it sort of gave me permission 
to do anything I wanted to do. That was 
my world." 

He left institutional care to enter regular 
high school as a sophomore. The following 
year, "the kids wanted to elect me president 
of the class" but were forbidden to do so 
by the principal because Bob was short of 
credits to have junior status. He experienced 
this rebuff as being "segregated into a separate 
kind of life," which strengthened his resolve 
ro graduate with his class. "I wem ro summer 
school and then took five courses the next 
year. I graduated in three years with 17 credits 
(only 16 were needed)-they had to give me 
a diploma." 

Facing obstacles as challenges is a pattern 
throughout Bob's life and career. His father 
was an alcoholic; he and Bob's mother sepa
rated when Bob was nine years old. His mother 
had albinism, was very fair-skinned, nearly 
blind, and quite sickly. To glimpse Bob's early 

Kara NewelL is a member of Reedwood Friends 
Church in Portland, Oregon. 
© 200 I Kara Newell 

life, see the movie Cider House Rules, which he 
says "is the story of my growing up years. I 
spent brief periods at home with my mother, 
bur I had very little experience of being held 
or taken care of by her over a sustained period 
of time." Bob says his mother "is the one 
person I admire most profoundly. After I 
graduated from high school, one morning I 
came into the front room and found my bags 
sitting by the front door. I said, 'What's that 
all about?' My mother said, 'Today's the day 
you're leaving.' She knew I would never suc
ceed in life if I hung around taking care of 
her-I had to go out in the world and make it 
on my own." 

In Bob's youth, it was a given that people 
with handicaps should learn a trade. He de
cided on watchmaking, finished the 18-month 
training course in a year, and went to work "in 
a ritzy jewelry store in Portland, Maine," where 
he worked for ten years. 

"During my time there, I learned to fly 
airplanes. I met an instructor who said, 'Yes, 
I'll teach you how to fly.' As we headed out 
over the water, he said, 'This island has a 
road down there; sometimes we practice emer
gency landings there.' When I steered back 
coward the airport and got over the mainland, 
he shut off the engine and said, 'Now what 
would you do?' I turned back out to the 
ocean and headed right for that island; I 
lined up on the little roadway and just 
before I touched down, he gave it the power, 
leaned over the seat, and said, 'I could make 
a pilot out of you!' T hat was the beginning of 
a great friendship. 

"I loved flying. I flew to do search and 
rescue work with rhe Civil Air Patrol. It was 
exciting for me--l was 25 years old and 
having the time of my life. I flew for about 
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15 years, accumulating about 1,000 hours of 
flying time." 

Eventually he bought his own jewelry store, 
which he enjoyed because he "needed to do 
something else besides fiXing watches. r d done 
it well and I wanted to do more." 

Bob is a family man. He reflects on be
coming a husband and father. "About the 
time I bought my store, I got married-my 
wife, Sandy, had four children at the time. 
That was quite a step for me, becoming an 
instant father. The youngest was 18 months 
and the oldest 11 years. It was a challenge for 
me! And I'm very pleased with what I did. 
T he four of them have similarities because of 
their heritage-they're totally, totally differ
ent people from the two children my wife and 
I have. I love all of my kids; each one is 
unique, and I just have an incredible invest
ment in them. 

"Most of my adult life, my real calling 
has been community organizing. I made a 
friendship with a fellow who escaped from a 
French monastery and came to America-to 
do something useful. He came rushing into 
my store one day and said, 'There's an ad in 
the paper for community organizers. Let's 
apply!' So we did, and each got hired. I closed 
my store and began my career. In time, I 
formed a welfare rights organization that still 
exists today-still has meetings every month, 
after 30 years." 

During his long and successful career, he 
did rural organizing, was a counselor for high
risk kids, became a spokesperson for the home
less, and eventually helped organize a home
less shelter network that still functions well. 
Afrer more then 30 years, he still works with 
a "coalition of folks in Maine ro bring 
about good social legislation-an incredible, 
well-run organization." At one point, Univer
sity of Maine hired him to develop programs 
and courses-"paraprofessional training for 
people who worked in agencies to learn the 
language of the poor." It was so successful 
that the state bought the program from the 
university. 

About the time Bob started community 
organizing, he met Quakers. "Afrer I learned 
watchmaking in Waltham, Massachusetts, the 
people had wanted me to stay, but the city 
was full of watchmakers-there was no job 
for me. When they found me a job at 
Raytheon, I said, 'You'll never get me to build 
guidance systems for missiles!' Even in my 
youth, I knew you just don't make things 
that kill people. 

"When I became a community organizer, 
one of my jobs was a draft counselor. I worked 
with strange people who were also doing draft 
counseling and they all knew each other
Quakers. Needing to find out more my wife 
and I took our family to the Quaker meeting-
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Friends Home at Woodstown 
A Century of Quaker Care for Older Adults 

Simply put, Friends Home at Woodstown provides friendly and affordable 
care to older adults. Nestled in the heart of rural southern New Jersey, 
Friends Home has maintained a stable presence in the commtmity for over 
100 years. Some of our primary services include: 

• Private, homelike residential living 
• Independent apartment living 
• Health care facility with 24-hour services 
• Patient and supportive staff 
• Attention to the individual's spiritual, social, and physical needs 
• Closeness to the community 
• Medicare and Medicaid Certificate 

Rated one of the best care homes in the US. 

For a tour or more informacion, contact our Admissions Office at 
856-769-1500 

Friends Home at Woodstown 
P.O. Box 457 • Friends Drive • Woodstown, NJ 08098 

Scattergood Friends School, founded 
in 1890, is committed to fostering 
lifelong and self-directed learning, 
developing a sense of personal 
responsibility and cultivating global 
citizenship. 

• All recent graduates have gained 
college acceptance 

• Srudent-to·teacher ratio: 4 co I 
• Innovative block scheduling 
• Community service graduation 

requirement 
• Shared work program 
• Organic garden, farm 
• Comprehensive, exciting 

Arts Department 
• Daily Collection, weekly 

Meeting for Worship 

For information, call toll-free at 
1-888-737-4636, or e-mail 
admissions@scattergood.org 

1951 Delta Avenue 
West Branch, Iowa 52358 
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. . . where each resident 
enjoys a comfortable, 
secure and caring 
environment 

... where newcomers 
quickly feel at home and 
long-time residents find 
new delights every day 

A Quaker Sponsored Continuing Care Retirement Community 
• Independent Living • Assisted Living • Skilled Nursing Care 

6300 Greene Street, Philadelphia, PA 19144 

215-844-0700 
V'isit our Internet site at: www.stapeley.org EQUAl HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY 

house. There were the six of us and seven of 
them. Not being smart enough to know that 
we were putting a real strain on these folks, we 
kept coming." 

Bob resisted joining Quakers for many 
years, even though he was a faithful attendee 
and participant. It became "a big deal for 
yearly meeting. I said, 'There are lots of people 
who are not members but working just as 
hard, are just as loyal as people who are mem
bers. If they choose not to be members, so 
what? They're still Quakers.' Taking a strong, 
clear stand helped me win. But the yearly 
meeting won, too--nonmembers were recog
nized as well as members at all kinds of meet
ings. "Then somebody said, 'We really need 
you on American Friends Service Commit
tee.' I said, 'You have to join to do that, 
don't you?' 'Yeah.' So I joined. I had made 
my point. 

"Virtually everybody in my meeting [Port
land, Maine] is really socially active. The meet
ing supports me as a released Friend through a 
fund to which many members contribute. I 
could never do what I need to do without that 
support. It lets me maintain our house and 
travel to meetings, many thousands of miles 
each month. Most of my life is tying together 
all of the different organizations that are sup
posed to be helping the poor, letting them 
know what poor people really want. 

"Part of what keeps me going is humor. I 
just love it! For about 11 years I was a suicide 
prevention counselor. One day I talked a guy 
into my car who was trying to jump off a 
bridge. It was February, a miserable, stinking 
night, sleet, rain, and everything all mixed up 
together. I said, 'We've got to ger you to the 
hospital to get looked at.' He finally caved in, 
saying, 'I'd rather be dead, but if you say so.' 
As we were going through the entranceway to 
the hospital, my crutch went our from under 
me and I went down into the slush. A nurse 
saw me flopping around and said, 'Sir, can I 
help you?' I said, 'No, no, it's him who needs 
help.' I pointed up to the guy. He's looking 
down at me. She looks at me. She looks at 
him. She says, 'Sure it is!' 

"I accept that I can fail in earthly terms, 
but I have no picture of what failure is in the 
global perspective. I just go through life think
ing, 'I can do anything.' Ifl play any kind of 
religious role, it is to keep religion relevant to 
the rest of society and the future. I believe that 
practicing my faith adds relevance to religion. 
I do what I do simply because I love doing it. 
It's fun. I find life fun.'' 

Bob Philbrook tells the truth. 0 
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News 
Ben Fox and Ben Buckland, Young Friends 
from Tasmania, are on a pioneering journey 
from the Netherlands to Australia by sus
tainable, locally appropriate, and public trans
port. They will use means such as bicycles, 
buses, trains, camels, canoes, rickshaws, and 
boats. The two men, who have been working 
and studying in Europe, decided that they 
needed to do something to raise the commu
nity awareness and provide a practical dem
onstration to the community about what can 
be done by individuals to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. Along the way the young men 
intend to collect a symbolic pinch of soil from 
countries that will be impacted by the pre
dicted rise in sea levels due to global warming 
and record interviews with the communities 
that will be affected. The two young men will 
travel through Belgium, France, Italy, Greece, 
Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, India, Bhutan, 
Bangladesh, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, and Torres 
Strait before arriving back in Australia in early 
2002. They may be reached at <benanywhere 
@yahoo.com>. -Australian Friend, May 
2001, and Hobart City Council 

Rockland (N.Y.) Meeting intends to work 
with Open Arms, a nonprofit agency operat
ing a residential program for chemically de
pendent women in Rockland County, to es
tablish a new residential program for women 
who have been incarcerated. The Leigh 
Schuerholz Residential Program honors the 
memory of Leigh Schuerholz, a member of 
Rockland Meeting who organized a mother's 
group in the Rockland County jail to help 
women there to maintain relationships with 
their children and other family members. 
Rockland Meeting first planned to establish 
the Leigh Schuerholz Memorial Women 's 
Residence, but a building considered for this 
purpose had structural problems. Open Arms, 
meanwhile, has agreed to dedicate a mini
mum of 25 percent of its beds and Social 
Services funding to the Leigh Schuerholz Resi
dential Program. Rockland Meeting and Open 
Arms anticipate that a minumum of four ex
offenders will enter these safe, dean, and so
ber supportive households this year. -
Rockland Meeting newsletter 

Wmston-Salem (N.C.) Meeting approved a 
six-week sabbatical for Judith Dancy, who is 
in her eighth year as pastor at the meeting. 
The sabbatical is to be taken sometime before 
June 30, 2002. According to the recommen
dation by Ministry and Counsel, which was 
approved by the meeting, goals for the pastoral 
sabbatical "will be agreed upon between Min
istry and Counsel and the pastor and will 
include perceived benefits for the meeting as 
well as the pastor; preparation for the sabbatical 
will be completed in time for Ministry and 
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GuideOne Insurance is America's leading insur

er of religious institutions, and has been pro

tecting Friends houses of worship and schools 

for more than 20 years. In fact, since 1979, 

GuideOne has been the Friends Insurance 

Group property and casualty insurer of choice. 

To arrange for a FREE premium quotation, and 

to learn more about GuideOne Insurance, call 

1-877-448-4331 ext. 5429. 

/.4 
Ciu1deOne· 

Insurance 

My Pennswood 
studio apartment 

comes with 
3 living rooms, 

3 dining rooms, a library, 
game room, craft room, 

fitness center, concert hall, 
greenhouse, patio, fields, 

meadows, woods 
and a river. 

Pennswood Village - a retirement community 
in historic Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

Pennswood Village provides a complete range of housing and 
health care accommodations. Quaker directed, we believe in 

a vibrant environment enriched by our timeless Quaker values. 

Pennswood Village 
1382 Newtown-Langhorne Rd., 

Newtown, PA 18940-2401 

Call Judy Dzelzkalns for information 
www.pennswood.org 

Toll Free (888) 454-1122 
(215) 504-1122 EQUAL HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY 

FRIENDS WORLD COMMITTEE FOR CONSULTATION 

Executive Position-Associate Secretary 
FWCC is seeking a suitable Friend for appointment as Associate Secretary in the World Office 

in London, to serve from June 2002 (or another date in 2002 by agreement). 
The Associate Secretary works with the General Secretary to develop communication and cooperation 

among Friends around the world. The World Office in London works in partnership with the four 
Section Offices and the Quaker United Nations Offices in Geneva and New York, and carries out work 

flowing from the FWCC Triennial Meetings and the Interim Committee. Considerable travel is involved. 

Full job descriptions and application forms can be obtained from: 
FWCC, 4 Byng Place, London WCIE 7LE, UK • ph: +44 207388 0497 • fax: +44 207383 4644 

e-mail: world@fwcc.quaker.org 
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A Community for learning 

Inquiry and creativity 

Small classes 

College preparatory 

Work program 

Service opportunities 

JOHN WOOLMAN SCHOOL 
A FR./ENDS SCHOOL IN THE W£5T 

13075 Woolman Lane Nevada City CA 95959 
( 530) 2 73-3183 adrnissions@woolrnan.org 

URL http:/ /www.woolrnan.org 

~ 07om O£M< cMde o/~· 
aarclay~riends 

Equal Houalng 
Opportunity 

Quaker Quality Care in a Loving Atmosphere 

Assisted Living 
Skilled Nursing Care 
Alzheimer's Care 
Hospice Care 
Respite Care 
Physical Therapy 
Speech Therapy 
Pet Therapy 
Medicaid and Medicare Certified 

610-696-5211 
Toni Riggins, Admissions Dir~ctor 

700 N. Franklin St. 
West Chester, PA 19380 

An afliliate of www.bf.kendal.org 
The KENDAL Corporotion 

Counsel to work wirh rhe Finance Committee 
in requesting extra financial suppott for rhe 
specified period of time;" and "a commitment 
will be made by rhe pastor to rhe meeting for 
at least one year of employment following rhe 
sabbatical." In proposing rhe sabbatical, Min
istry and Counsel affirmed, "We feel iris im
pottant for our pastor to have a time of rest and 
renewal, as well as to nourish her soul and 
develop her individual gifts and vision for her 
ministry, as well as to deepen her fairh." Dancy 
said her plans for rhe sabbatical include "pos
sible srudy at Pendle Hill or orher appropriate 
facility, sojourn among orher Friends, possibly 
in Philadelphia or New England Yearly Meet
ings, and time for writing, study, and reflec
tion."-Winston-Salem Meeting newsletter 

Storrs (Conn.) Meeting approved a minute 
calling for rhe lifting of economic sanctions 
against Iraq and endorsing rhe Campaign of 
Conscience for rhe Iraqi people. "As Friends, 
we wish to bring an end to rhe suffering of rhe 
Iraqi people," rhe minute states. "We oppose 
rhe policies of our government and orhers rhat 
continue rhe sanctions .... The sanctions have, 
rhemselves, become a weapon of mass destruc
tion. Storrs Meeting is led to join rhe Cam
paign of Conscience for rhe Iraqi people, a 
nonviolent initiative of American Friends Ser
vice Committee and Fellowship of Reconcili
ation. We believe rhat rhe campaign is consis
tent wirh Friends Peace Testimonies and prac
tice." Pledging to assist furrher "in as many 
orher ways as we can," Storrs Meeting contrib
uted financially to rhe campaign. The minute 
was published in rhe Chronicle, a newspaper 
in Willimantic, Conn., which in an editorial 
concluded rhat "after ten years of tough talk 
and actions, different tactics deserve a chance" 
in rhe policy of rhe United States toward Iraq. 
-Norman Janes, clerk, Storrs Meeting 

Burlington (Vt.) Meeting also approved a 
minute of suppott for rhe Campaign of Con
science and contributed to rhe campaign out 
of rhe meeting's current budget. -Burlington 
Meeting newsletter 

Penn Valley Meeting in Kansas City, Mis
souri, approved a minute to join "rhe Cam
paign of Conscience to end economic sanc
tions against rhe Iraqi people and will con
tinue to do so until rhe sanctions are lifted . 
. . . We denounce as immoral the promotion 
of human suffering to leverage U.S. strategic 
objectives, and we believe we are obligated to 
treat all people wirh respect and dignity. The 
United States should petition rhe UN Secu
rity Council to eliminate all sanctions against 
Iraq rhat are not specifically related to build
ing weapons of mass destruction." -The 
Friendly Connection, newsletter of Penn Valley 
Meeting 
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Santa Barbara (Cali£) Meeting provided a 
potluck supper for participants in the Cali
fornia Prison Dharma Walk early this spring. 
The Dharma Walk, to the major prisons in 
California from Oakland to Lompoc, is an 
interfaith pilgrimage that seeks a more hu
mane alternative to imprisonment. With 33 
state prisons, California currently has nearly 
160,000 men and women behind bars. Those 
imprisoned include 584 persons awaiting ex
ecution. Dharma, meaning universal or natu
ral truth, is a word used in the spiritual teach
ings of Buddhism. Jun Yasuda, a Buddhist 
nun who is the initiator of the Dharma Walk, 
has written, "All living things are sacred. Pun
ishment is no solution; putting people in cages 
is no solution; more killing is no solution. 
These things happen because offear. We be
lieve in taking care of each other in a humane 
way, with compassion." Santa Barbara Meet
ing has approved an anti-death penalty en
dorsement issued by the Moratorium Now 
Movement in California. Santa Barbara Meet
ing added to the endorsement the following 
statement, attributed to John Bright in 1868: 
"The real security for human life is to be 
found in a reverence for it. If the law regarded 
it as inviolable, then the people would begin 
also to regard it. A deep reverence for human 
life is worth more than a thousand executions 
in the prevention of murder. The law of capi
tal punishment while pretending to suppon 
this reverence, does in fact tend to destroy it." 
-Santa Barbara Meeting newsletter 

Palo Alto (Cali£) Meetingapprovedaminute 
reaffirming its opposition to the death pen
alty. "We believe that the deliberate taking of 
a human life by the state, under any circum
stances, is an absolute and irrevocable denial 
that there is that of God in everyone. Each 
person is uniquely valuable and divine and 
none is totally beyond redemption. Capital 
punishment rejects the message of forgive
ness. It degrades the humaniry of the execu
tioners and of the society that endorses the 
act. The meeting will work with concerned 
members of all religious faiths and others of 
like conviction to abolish the death penalry." 
-Palo Alto Friends Newsletter 

Citing philosophical opposition to "the tak
ing of human life" and "devaluation of hu
man life in our society," AFSC announced 
its opposition to both the death penalty and 
the federal execution of convicted Oklahoma 
CitybomberTimothyMcVeigh. "The 1995 
bombing of the Murrah Federal Office Build
ing in Oklahoma City," the statement read, 
"was a heinous and deliberate act of mass 
violence and the American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC) is deeply grieved by the 
pain suffered by survivors of this tragedy 
and by the family members of its victims. 
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WESTIOWN 

((I am convinced that the 
all-merciful God, who has given 
men and women freedom and responsibility 
for their lives, has also left to dying people 
the responsibility for making a conscientious 
decision about the manner and time of their 
deaths ... there should be no compulsion to 
die but there should be no compulsion to live 
either." 

Hans Kung in "Dying with Dignity" 

Cal/800-247-7421 for a free copy of "Assisted 
Dying as a Moral and Ethical Choice: A 

Physicians View" or visit www.hemlock.org 
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NEWTOWN FRIENDS 
SCHOOL 

"The accomplishments of adults 
begin as the dreams of children. 

Newtown Friends School is a place 
where dreams begin." 

-NFS Mission Statement 

PRE-K TO GRADE 8 

For further information, please call 
215-968-2225, or visit us at 
www .newtownfriends.org 

..Acu.Jit.J t~ tft. p.,m'Jivam'n _AJJocinfion. o/ p,.i11nl• 
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One pathway to peace 
leads right through the 

halls of Congress 

Ask how you can help 
bring Friends' concern for 

peace and justice to Capitol Hill 

fRIENDS COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL LEGISLATION 

245 Second Street N.E. 1/ashington, D.C. 20002-5795 
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Excelling 
IN A CHANGING WORLD 

FRIENDS SELECT 

Pre-K to 12th grade 

17th & Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-1284 

215-561-5900 

The AFSC recognizes the unspeakable suffer
ing of the community affected by this violent 
act and the need to hold its perpetrators ac
countable. However, Quaker conviction that 
there exists that of God in all human beings, 
as well as Quaker testimonies against the tak
ing of human life, compel us to oppose the 
death penalty in all cases. The AFSC stands in 
firm opposition to the execution ofTimothy 
McVeigh. We believe the legitimate demands 
of justice can be satisfied, but executions are 
never acceptable. The deliberate, planned, in
tentional taking of life by the state brutalizes 
and diminishes society. Quaker teaching and 
the AFSC's extensive experience with situa
tions of conflict show us that violence inevita
bly begets more violence, no matter the per
petrator. In declaring certain human beings 
absolutely worthless and unfit even to live, 
our government is officially embracing, legiti
mizing, and acting upon the very sentiments 
that lead to the occurrence of violence in the 
first place. We believe that the execution of 
Timothy McVeigh will serve only to perpetu
ate the continued devaluation of human life 
in our society. We call upon all people, espe
cially communities of faith, to embrace each 
other as children of God, to pursue justice and 
fairness, to choose moral courage over fear, 
and to work together to ensure that neither 
our state nor federal government puts another 
human being to death." 

Chapel Hill (N.C.) Meeting issued a state
ment urging that the United States take all 
of its nuclear weapons off"hair trigger" alert. 
According to the statement, the United States 
and Russia have "about 2,500 warheads on 
hair-trigger alert. This means that both coun
tries have nuclear weapons that are ready to 
fire in as little as three minutes. De-alerting 
nuclear weapons would lengthen the time 
needed to launch a nuclear missile, therefore 
making catastrophic human and computer 
error less likely .... The time has come for the 
U.S. to begin de-alerting its nuclear weapons 
in order to reduce the threat of nuclear war. 
Leadership by President Bush to take weap
ons off hair-trigger alert would send a clear 
message to Russia and the rest of the world 
that the United States is serious about main
taining the world safe &om the threat of nuclear 
war." -Matthais Drake, clerk, Chapel Hili 
Meeting 

Friends of Hartford (Conn.) Meeting ap
proved a contribution toward the reconstruc
tion this summer of the North Dartmouth 
Meetinghouse at Woolman Hill Conference 
and Retreat Center in Deerfield, Massachu
serts. The North Dartmouth Meetinghouse, 
regarded as a fine example from the mid-19th 
century of early Friends architecture, was dis
assembled in North Dartmouth several years 

ago, packed on a flatbed and in a trailer, and 
moved to Woolman Hill, where it awaits 
reconstruction. Over $100,000 has been raised 
for the reconstruction, and an anonymous 
donor has agreed to give one dollar for every 
two dollars contributed, up to $10,000, for 
the project. The reconstruction is expected to 
be completed in the fall, when a dedication 
service and other special events will mark the 
occasion. -Hartford Meeting newsletter 

Quakers have been meeting with officials of 
NATO, the European Parliament, and the 
foreign ministries of various nations includ
ing the U.S. to present various proposals for 
alternatives to aerial bombings in future po
litical crises. British Friends have published 
their proposals in the pamphlet "Stopping the 
Clock-Alternatives to Military Intervention." 
For copies of the pamphlet, write to Millius 
Palayiwa, QPSW, Friends House, Euston 
Road, London NWl 2BJ, U.K. or e-mail 
<milliusp@quaker.org.ulo. -Quaker News, 
Spring2001 

Friends Comm.irtee on National Legislation 
is decrying the U.S. military budget, which 
is described as "outrageously high." The cur
rent fiscal year budget is $337 billion. The 
Bush administration has proposed a $14.2 
billion increase for fiscal year 2002. "We be
lieve that further increases in military spending 
are not needed," FCNL wrote in its April 2001 
Washington Newsletter. "This is not the path 
to national and global security." For more 
information on FCNL's position regarding 
military expenditures visit <www.fcnl.org>. 

Russ Nelson of St. Lawrence Valley (N.Y.) 
Meeting has established an electronic news
lerter that will be distributed on a regular 
basis. The newsletter will focus on one topic 
per issue. Anyone can sign up to receive the 
newsletter by visiting the website at <http:/ I 
quaker.org/clq> or send an e-mail to <clq
subscribe@quaker.org>. -Northern Yearly 
Meeting News, Apri/2001 

Warning of a scam artist: A Friend has re
ported receiving a collect call during which a 
man spoke over the operator and identified 
himself as a meeting attender. After she ac
cepted charges, he pretended to know other 
members quite well, having obtained their 
names &om an unknown source, perhaps a 
printed list. Another caller claimed to be re
lated to a member and was given the name 
and number of someone in the meeting for 
assistance, which enabled the caller to make 
reference to the first Friend when calling the 
second. Both callers cleverly played on sympa
thies in asking for money. Friends are advised 
to exercise caution; even when no money is 
sent, phone charges for collect calls can be 
very high. -Eds. 
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Bulletin Board 

Upcoming Events 

•August-Bware, Central, Chavakali, East 
Africa (North), Elgon, Elgon East, Kakamega, 
Lugari, Malava, Nairobi, Nandi, Vihiga [was 
East Africa (South)], Vokoli Yearly Meetings 
(all in Kenya); Tanzania Yearly Meeting; Ja
maica Yearly Meeting 

•August 1-5-0hio Valley Yearly Meeting 

•August 2-5-Iowa Yearly Meeting (FUM); 
North Pacific Yearly Meeting 

•August 3-10-European Gathering of 
Friends, "QuakerCamp 2001" 

• August 3-12-Central Yearly Meeting 

•August 4-9-New England Yearly Meeting 

•August 7-12-Iowa Yearly Meeting (Con
servative) 

•August 8- 12-Western Yearly Meeting 

•August 11-18-Canadian Yearly Meeting 

•August 15-19-EastAfrica Yearly Meeting; 
Ohio Yearly Meeting 

•August 22-26-Uganda Yearly Meeting 

•August 23-27-France Yearly Meeting 

•August 30-September 4-North Carolina 
Yearly Meeting (FUM) 

•August 31-September 7-World Confer
ence against Racism, Racial Discrimination, 
Xenoph obia, and Related Intolerance, 
Durban, South Africa 

•October 20 (changed date!)-Quaker Col
lege Fair, Arch Street Meetinghouse in Phila
delphia. Information: Debi Peterson at <Fahe 
@quaker.org>. 

(The annual Calendar of Yearly Meetings is 
available from FWCC, 1506 Race St., Phila
delphia, PA 19102.) 

Opportunities 

•AFSC' s Nobel Peace Prize Nominating Com
mittee is seeking nominations of individuals 
or organizations who have made a significant 
and sustained contribution to the culture of 
peace. Guidelines for candidates include: com
mitment to nonviolence and work in the areas 
of peace, justice, human dignity, and the in
tegrity of the environment. Attention will be 
given to candidates from all parts of the world 
and to those for whom the awarding of the 
prize may offer valuable support by its timeli
ness and visibility. Consideration will also be 
given to the relevance of candidates and their 
work to the AFSC and other Quaker experi
ence. It will be most helpful to receive nomi
nations before July 2001. The committee 
would also like to hear from Friends and 

FRIENDS ]OURNALju(y 2001 

WILLIAM PENN CHARTER SCHOOL 
Over 300 Years of Quaker Education 

Est. 1689 

The William Penn Charter School is a Quaker college-preparatory school 
stressing high standards in academics, the arts, and athletics. Penn Charter 
is committed to nurturing girls and boys of diverse backgrounds in an 
atmosphere designed to stimulate each student to work to his or her 
fullest potential. Kindergarten through twelfth grade. 

Earl J. Ball ill, Head of School 
3000 W. School House Lane, Philadelphia, PA 19144 
(215) 844-3460 

a Minimy ofPrayer andJ...eaming devoted to 

fhe r:ScAoo!,/l{le r:Spiril 
·:::·· ·::;. 

ON~··· BEING 

.:· .. 

8 residenc'ih}/Qr't/{os~ wllO.iid/ca/led to 
pay pa.iii1~4:1t:~~#.N9A.;!6''God 's 

transfonning;·''ki!!{JJ;#.{1iJfealing work. 
... .,:.;.:.;.·.• 

Test the waters at the 
Franciscan Spiritual Center in 

Aston, PA September 14 -16,2001 

For more infonnation: 
(919) 929-2339 • quaker.org/sosministry/ 

A Project of the Meeting on Worship and Ministry of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, Religiou-; Society ofFriends 

\M.w>gl').~ 

Gree~.~~ 
"the small school that 

makes big people" 

Greene Street Friends School 
5511 Greene Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

• 
Pre-K through Grade 8 

Founded in 1855 

Please call TODAY for a 
tour. 215-438-7545 

U.S.-backed Economic 
Sanctions Against Iraq /~Jg\ 

~ r-
17150 

'When we're gone, our hearts will still belong" 
Call the School for vacancies 

in the 2001-2002 School Year 

are killing thousands of children every 
month. Friends, we must speak for the 
children. Letters, postcards, e-mails, 
phone calls, and faxes to our Congress 
and our President can help get sanc
tions lifted so that children may live! 

Age K through 6th Grade 

2150 rJutler Pike, PI1Jmouth Meeting 
Pfl 19462 • (610) 828-2288 

-Marjorie Schier, Falls Friends Meeting, 
Fallsington, Pa. 
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Development Coordinator (2 days/wk.) 

will write grant proposals and reports, assist in preparation of proposal 
budgets, draft appeal letters, establish an enhanced planned giving pro
gram, arrange donor visitation, and prepare a biannual newsletter. Excel
lent writing and organizational skills, computer skills, and experience 
working with Friends required. Experience with The Raiser's Edge soft
ware and fundraising a plus. 

We offer a warm and congenial work environment, flexible work hours, 
and the excitement of work in a hub of Quaker communication. 

Send resume and three references to: 

FRIENDS 
JOURNAL 

Susan Corson-Finnerty, Editor-Manager 
Friends journal, 1216 Arch Street, 2A 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 • Fax: (215) 568-1377 

where life continues 
to bloom. 

Since 1967, Foulkeways has 
operated under the Quaker ideals 

of mutual caring and respect. 
We are a non-profit, 

accredited, continuing care 
retirement community. 

1120 Meetinghouse Rd. 
Gwynedd PA 19436 

admissions@foulkeways.org 
www. fou I keways.org 

Jfl spirite~ 
communzty ... ____ .., 

Residential Apartments, 
Assisted Living & 

Skilled Nursing 

Call Nancy Gold, 
Director of Admissions, 

at 215-643-2200. 

AFSC committees and staff on whether to 
consider extension of the human rights/jus
tice selection guidelines in the future to in
clude candidates in the economic arena whose 
work effectively and significantly contributes 
to peaceful relations and diminishes conflict, 
perhaps by addressing key underlying causes 
of conflict. Qualities that might be demon
strated in such work include community, co
operation, nonviolence, environmental sound
ness and sustainability, significant participa
tion by women and minorities, and perhaps 
small scale enterprises. The committee is aware 
that its charter is already very broad and that 
expansion of its purview could lead to less 
attention to other areas, especially actions di
rected to reduction of violent conflict. Com
ments pertaining to this question will be very 
helpful in informing future discussion by the 
committee. Please submit nominations and 
comments to: Nobel Peace Prize Nomina
tions Committee, American Friends Service 
Committee, 1501 Cherry Street, Philadel
phia, PA 19102. 

• Friends World Committee for Consultation, 
Section of the Americas, is seeking two adult 
facilitators and fourteen young Friends, ages 
16 to 18, for the Quaker Youth Pilgrimage, 
July 12-August 10, 2002. The pilgrimage, 
both physical and spiritual, will trace some of 
George Fox's journey through Virginia and 
North Carolina. A diverse group of Friends 
will come together to explore their common 
roots, experience different forms of worship, 
visit important Quaker historical sites, and 
undertake a work project while traveling, liv
ing, and working together. Cosponsored by 
Friends World Committee for Consultation, 
Section of the Americas, and the Europe and 
Middle East Section, this is a biennial, inter
national event for Quaker youth from differ
ent branches of Quakerism. For information 
including cost and application materials con
tact: FWCC, 1506 Race Street, Philadelphia, 
PA 19102. Phone: (215) 241-7250; fax: (215) 
241-7285; <americas@fwcc.quaker.org>. 
Deadlines: adult facilitator-December 15, 
2001; pilgrims-January 15, 2002. 

Resources 

•Canadians now have a website that allows 
them to search a database about pollution and 
health problems for any area in their country: 
<WWW.pollutionwatch.org>. People in the 
United States can already look up similar 
information via ZIP code at <WWW.scorecard 
.org>. -BeFriending Creation, May/june 2001 

•The Yorkshire Quaker Heritage Project at 
University of Hull in Great Britain has cre
ated a central website for all sources of infor
mation about Quaker history in Yorkshire. 
The site address: <http://www.hull.ac.ukllib/ 
archives/quaker>. 
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Milestones 

Deaths 
Best-Helen Briggs Best, 88, on 
July 3, 2000, in What Cheer, 
Idaho. Helen was born on March 
13, 1911. She was a lifelong 
member of the Religious Society 
of Friends. She graduated from 
William Penn College in Iowa 
with a teaching degree, and later, 
after earning a Master's Degree 
from University of Oklahoma, 
she worked in family guidance 
clinics and mental health centers 
in Oklahoma, Kansas, and Mis
souri. As a professor of social work at University of 
Kansas, she developed a teacher training course 
that won regional awards for mental illness preven
tion programs. In Merriam, Kans., she established 
a multiservice center offering a variety of social 
services, including mental health counseling. For a 
time she was president of the Southern Arizona 
Mental Health Association. With her husband, 
Herbert Briggs, she was a founding member of 
Penn Valley Meeting in Kansas City, Mo., and 
instrumental in the founding of Oklahoma City 
(Okla.) Meeting. She was later a member of Coal 
Creek Meeting in Iowa, until transferring to Pima 
Meeting in Tucson, Ariz., as a sojourning mem
ber. Herbert Briggs died in 1970. Helen married 
Jim Best in 1981. She became active as a spiritual 
healer in the Johrei Fellowship, a healing commu
nity, in Tucson. She maintained an active private 
counseling practice until her death. She is survived 
by her husband, Jim Best; her son, David Briggs, 
and his wife, Rebecca; her granddaughter, Cinaman 
Azarcon; and three great-grandchildren. 

Cutler-Robert Bruce Cutler, 70, on March 25, 
2001, at Dominican Hospital in Santa Cruz, Ca
lif, of renal cell cancer. Born in Evanston, Ill., on 
October 8, 1930, Bruce first became acquainted 
with Friends when they helped him with his desire 
ro obtain conscientious objector status during the 
Korean War. A student at Iowa Stare University in 
1950, he became the first person to apply for 
membership in the newly established Iowa City 
Meeting. For his alternative service, Bruce worked 
under the auspices of AFSC in Mexico and with a 
United Nations project in El Salvador, where he 
met Concetta Tina Corelli. Tina had finished her 
education in Italy after World War II with the help 
of Quakers, and she had subsequently volunteered 
for the same El Salvador project. Bruce and Tina 
were married under the care of Friends in Texas. 
They lived for 32 years in Wichita, Kans., where 
Bruce taught English and Humanities and founded 
the Creative Writing Program at Wichita State 
University. During this time he received Fulbright 
granrs to teach at universities in Paraguay, Spain, 
Switzerland, Italy, Argentina, and Ecuador. Bruce 
wrote 14 books of poetry as well as other fiction, 
plays, and essays. His latest book, At War with 
Mexico: A Fic#onal Mosaic, was published the 
month before his death. After Bruce retired from 
reaching, he and Tina moved to Sr. Paul, Minn., 
where Tina died of cancer. Bruce became active in 
Twin Cities Meeting, particularly in the renovation 
of irs meetinghouse. Eventually Bruce married 
Emily Grizzard, the first Friend-in-residence at 
this new meetinghouse. They moved to Santa Cruz, 
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Calif., in 1996. He is survived by his wife, Emily 
Curler; three children, David Cutler, Ann Docken, 
and John Cutler; his brother, Richard Cutler; seven 
grandchildren; and six step-grandchildren. 

Leake-Roy Leake, 77, on October 6, 2000, at his 
home in Bloomington, Ind. He was born on Sep
tember 6, 1923, in Danbury, N.C., to Mary Belle 
Browder and Roy E. Leake. A 1943 graduate of 
Guilford College, he served as a conscientious 
objector with Civilian Public Service in Gatlinburg, 
Tenn. In 1946 he was assigned to Europe for 
posrwar relief work in France and Germany with 
AFSC's relief and reconstruction team. He at
tended French School at Middlebury College in 
the summer of 1957, and he received his Master's 
and Doctoral degrees in French from Bryn Mawr 
College in 1959 and 1962 respectively. In 1961 he 
was appointed to Indiana University's Depart
ment of French and Italian in Bloomington, where 
he and his wife, Alicia, became active in 
Bloomington Meeting. Roy was a leading figure in 
the formative years of IU's overseas study pro
grams in France. During his 27-year career at IU 
he was resident director of the Strasbourg Overseas 
Study Program (1967-8); director of the honors 
program in Sr. Brieuc (1970-4); director of the 
Consortium on Institutional Cooperation Program 
in Quebec (1980-3); and campus director oflan
guage programs in Dijon and Rennes, France. His 
research centered on the 16th-century French au
thor Michel de Monraigne and included author
ship in 1981 of the first concordance to Montaigne's 
Essais. Roy served as editor of his meeting's news
letter for the last seven years of his life. He is 
survived by his wife, Alice Elder Leake; a daughter, 
Patricia Leake; a son, David Leake; and three grand
children, Alyssa, Timothy, and Emily Leake. 

Nelson-Barbara Greenwood Nelson, 79, on 
February 6, 1999, in San Francisco, Calif. She 
was born in Pasadena, Calif., on November 10, 
1919, and grew up there. On December 9, 1973, 
Barbara joined Berkeley Meeting and remained 
an active presence there for the rest of her life. 
She attended UCLA and began her career as 
an elementary school teacher, focusing on the wel
fare and needs of underprivileged children. During 
World War II she married Charles G regg, who 
was wounded in the conflict. The marriage ended 
in divorce in the 1960s. In 1972 she married 
Anton (Ax) Nelson. Her intense concern for 
others and her deep spirituality inspired all who 
knew her. Today a portrait of Barbara hangs in 
the foyer of Quaker House in Berkeley, where 
visitors can still see her warm smile and loving 
gaze. She was predeceased by two of her children, 

Madeline and Zachary. She is sur
vived by her children Brandon, 
Benjamin, Toben, and Alison 
Gregg; and grandchildren Erin, 
Andrew, Heather, Nicholas, and 
Saskia Gregg. 

Schurz-Robert Rut/Qlph Schutz, 
85, on May 4, 2001, at home in 
Santa Rosa, Calif., of metastatic 
colon cancer. He was born in 
Bixby, Minn., a town of fewer 
than 100, on July 22, 1915, the 
elder son of a schoolteacher and a 
small-town banker. He earned de
grees in Horticulture, Plant Ge

netics, Meteorology, and a doctorate in Econom
ics, but horticulture was his first love and provided 
him with much pleasure throughout his life. While 
pursuing his doctorate he met and married Marie 
Hayes, and together they had four children. The 
couple's disenchantment with organized religion 
and ritual and their desire for a better world brought 
them to Quakers early in their married life. After 
the experience of serving in World War II, Robert 
shifted his focus for improving the world from the 
scientific to the social. He was one of the founders 
of Friends Committee on Unity with Nature and a 
founder, treasurer, and guest editor of Earthlight, 
the magazine of spiritual ecology. He saw poverty 
as a key to many of the world's problems and pur 
years of research into his book, The $30,000 Solu
tion, A Guaranteed Income for Every American. He 
served as editor of Friends Bulletin, clerk of Pacific 
Yearly Meeting's Social Order Committee, and 
on the board of Friends Association for Services to 
the Elderly, manifesting his vision for a Quaker 
retirement center. He was a founder of Menan's 
Rill, an experimental community still thriving 
after 30 years, and a founder of Pacifica Founda
tion and KPFA, the first listener-supported radio 
station in the nation. He was a member of Red
wood Forest Meeting in Santa Rosa. He is survived 
by his wife of 52 years, Marie Schutz; four chil
dren, David Schutz, Margaret Sorrel, Roberta 
Schutz, and Karla Hendon and their partners; and 
six grandchildren. 

Sekhmet-Selkis G. Sekhmet, on September 28, 
2000, at her home in M ill Valley, Calif., after a 
long struggle with multiple sclerosis. Gail Louise 
Pakstis was born in 1952 in Philadelphia, Pa. After 
studying Egyptian mythology she changed her 
name to Selkis Sekhmer. Her college years were 
spent at Temple University and Kansas Stare Uni
versity. She was a beloved member of Marin Meet
ing in Mill Valley, having joined in 1994. She 
served on Ministry and Oversight and as acting 
clerk. She rook a great interest in the children of 
the meeting and often stopped in to assist in classes. 
She served on the board of Marin Center for 
Independent Living, as chair of Marin Paratransit 
Coordinating Council, and on the Golden Gate 
Bridge Highway and Transportation District Ad
visory Committee on Accessibility. She also served 
as president of the Indoor Spores Club and the 
Camino Alto Tenanrs Society, and she was active 
on the Mill Valley Americans with Disabilities Act 
Local Advisory Committee. She demonstrated in
ner strength and willpower in the face of enormous 
physical challenges. For her the simple act of going 
to meeting took tremendous effort, requiring early 
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Residential and 
Assisted Living 

since 1891 

In addition ro The Hickman's 
"nor roo big, nor roo small" 
size, Bill and Becky Mcilvain 
liked rhe retirement 
community's in-rown location. 

"There are so many things 
you can do within walking 
distance. We're still driving 
now, but the day will come . ... " 

Quaker-Sponsored • Homelike • Affordable • Close to Town • Welcoming Diversity 

400 N. Walnut St., West Chester, PA 19380 
610-696-1536 

e-mail: hickman@thehickman.org 

www.thehickman.org 

It's About Them. 
• Grades 6-12 
• Boarding Options Available 
• 8-to-1 Student/Faculty Ratio 
· Just 75 Miles North of NYC 

Oal<wood 
FRIENDS . SCHOO L 

22 Spackenkill Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 1-800-843-3341 www.oakwoodfriends.org 

anendant care, hours of preparation, and a prob
lematic electric wheelchair. Bur she made the jour
ney often, rolling alone along the streets and into 
the meetinghouse. Selkis helped to plan Quaker
ism 101, a short course on Quaker history and 
practice. She is survived by her parents, Andy and 
Clare Pakstis; two brothers, Andrew and Paul 
Pakstis; two nephews; and a niece. 

Shouse-Marjorie Patton Shouse, 89, on February 
21 , 200 1, at Fredericka Manor Care Cemer in 
Chula Vista, Calif. She was born on February 9, 
1912, a descendent of 18th-century Scottish-Irish 
pioneers to Western North Carolina. For 55 years 
she resided in San Diego, Calif., with her husband, 
Francis, living in a cottage a few blocks from La 
Jolla Meeting where they were active members for 
37 years. Marjorie and Francis made music a rich 
part of their lives and regularly anended the singing 
hour before meeting. Marjorie spent more than 30 
years in the field of early childhood education. For 
22 years she was a dedicated and much loved 
teacher at Central Elemenrary School in Solana 
Beach School District. As a teacher in the First-day 
school of La Jolla Meeting her kindness inspired 
many younger Friends. She is survived by a son, 
Richard Shouse, and by a granddaughter, Lisa. 

Walton-Lewis (Lew} Brosius Walton Jr., 79, of 
lung cancer, on April4, 2001, in Gwynedd, Pa. Lew 
was born in Chicago on June 21, 1921, the son of 
Lewis Walton and Emma Kinsey Walton, for
merly of George School and Hatboro, Pa. During 
his school years, Lew earned the nickname "Wig" 
because he could wiggle his ears--a name by which 
he was known to G'mily and school friends ever 
after. He graduated from George School in 1939. 
He rowed crew for University of Pennsylvania, 
joined the Psi Upsilon fraternity, and following in 
his father's footsteps, graduated in 1943 with a 
degree in Architecture. He spent his summers on 
Adventure Island in Door Counry, Wis., as a 
camper and later a counselor and learned sailing, 
knot-tying, and map and compass reading. Lew was 
commissioned in the Marine Corps in 1943. He 
married Ann Deming of New York Ciry and was 
assigned to the teaching staff at Quantico, Va. In 
1945, Lew underwent training for the Office of 
Strategic Services. Just after World War II ended, 
he received orders to report to Kun Ming, China, 
for OSS operations. While in China he contracted 
polio and was sent back to the United States for 
rehabilitation. After receiving a medical discharge 
in 1947, his marriage ended and he moved to 
Philadelphia, reconnecting with the extended 
Walton family. In 1949 he married his cousin, Alice 
Walton, the next year moving Allie and her three 
daughters to Deerfield, Ill. Lew and his father 
formed a parmership in 1953, Walton &Walton, 
ArchitectS, which continued until Walton Sr. retired 
in 1969. Lew then joined the A. C. N ielsen Com
pany as corporate architect and later became vice 
president of facilities for Nielsen locations around 
the world. Lew and Allie were members of Lake 
Forest (Ill.) Meeting. Lew designed irs meeting
house and worked on the Illinois Yearly Meeting 
meetinghouse. He was active in Friends General 
Conference and as president of the Friends Meeting 
House Fund for 12 years. After Lew retired, he and 
Allie moved to Foulkeways, and he joined Gwynedd 
Meeting. Allie died in 1992. Lew served on the 
Gwynedd and Foulkeways boards and undertook 
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various life-affirming projects with area Friends. 
He also visited family, old friends, and family history 
sites, driving to Florida and the Pacific Norrhwest. 
He had a love of topography, land use, history, and 
trains, and was fascinated to follow old railroad 
grades searching for abandoned tunnels and land
marks of interest. Lew joked that he was born a 
century too late-he would have loved being the 
locating engineer for a railroad, facing the chal
lenges of laying track through the western moun
rains. Lew clied as he wished, at home at Foulkeways. 
He is survived by his daughters Meredith (Marry) 
Walton, Jaiyh Amatuli, Eleanor Merritt, and Vida 
Walton, and twelve grandchildren. 

Warren-Margaret Draughon Francis Winder 
Warren , 94, on December 14, 2000, at 
Wilmington, Ohio, Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center. Born on April26, 1906, at 'The Elms" in 
Edgecombe County, North Carolina, Margaret 
was the daughter of Lyman Latham and Florence 
Rux Draughon. After receiving her Bachelor's de
gree from D uke University, she undertook gradu
ate work at William & Mary School of Social 
Work. In 1932 she married Harold Edmund 
Francis, and together they had three daughters. At 
55, five years after Harold's death, Margaret mar
ried Steve Winder, a widower with eight children. 
During this period, Margaret became an active 
member of the Ann Arbor (Mich.) Meeting. A 
year after Steve's death in 1974, Margaret moved 
to Wilmington, Ohio, to work wirh Barbara 
Reynolds to establish the Peace Resource Center at 
Wilmington College. She served as live-in hostess 
for several years and helped furnish the center in 
rime for the 30th anniversary of the Hiroshima 
bombing. In 1984, at the age of 79, she married 
Luther Warren, 93, under the care of Campus 
Meeting in Wilmington. He died in 1997. At 
different times Margaret was also a member of 
meetings in Washington, D .C., and Cleveland, 
Ohio. She worked in areas of social concern in
dueling poverty, alcoholism, mental health, and 
civil rights. She offered hospitality to hundreds of 
people including foreign students. She is survived 
by three daughters, Allie Neff, Flo Friender, and 
Normie Kane; stepchildren Robert, Ann, Allan, 
Tom, Mary, Carl, and Paul Winder, Normie 
Rockwell, and Bob and Bill Warren; 29 grandchil
dren; and 17 great-grandchildren. 

Zavelle-Virginia Zavelle, on February 13, 2001, 
at Kendal in Lexington, Va. She was born in 
Philadelphia on November 11, 1923. She grew up 
in Bucks Coun ty, Pa., and won 11 varsity letters at 
Hatboro High School where she was active in 
swimming, field hockey, basketball, as a member 
of the boys' gymnastics team, a drum majorette for 
the band, and a member of the all-eastern U.S. 
team in field hockey. She attended University of 
Alabama. Virginia loved the arts, books, and mu
sic. She helped found the Princeton Baller Society 
and enjoyed weaving Nantucket baskets. She helped 
found a Friends meeting in Albuquerque, N.Mex., 
and was a member of a group that reestablished 
Princeron (N.J.) Meeting. She worked with 
Jonathan Kozol in Boston at the original Head 
Start Program. She was the mother of two boys 
and one girl. She is survived by her husband of 57 
years, Alexander Zavelle; two sons, Michael Joseph 
Zavelle and David Adair Zavelle; and three grand
children, Clementine, Charles, andAtticus Zavelle. 
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Crosslands 
Continuing Care 
Retirement Communities 

Coniston 
Cartmel 
Retirement Communities 
with Residential Services 

610-388-7001 

Named among America's 20 Best 
Continuing Care Retirement 
Communities. You will be pleasantly 
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apartments are. Not-for-profit and 
Quaker-related. 

P.O. Box 100 • ~nnett Square, PA 19348 
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Equal Housing 
Opportunity 

Olney Friends School 
A co-educational, co/lege-preparatory, boarding high school with deep Quaker roots. 

Nurturing: 
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Creativity 

Integrity 

Olney Friends School 

Barnesville, Ohio 43713 
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43 



DELAWARE VALLEY FRIENDS 

SCHOOL 
19 E. Central Avenue, Paoli, PA 19301 

College Preparatory • Grades 7-12 • & Sununer School 

Call (610) 640-4150 for information 

2001 Summer Program: June 25- July 27 

(609) 714-0100 
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CREMATION 
Friends are reminded that the 

Anna T. Jeanes Fund 
will reimburse cremation costs. 

(Applicable to members of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting only.) 

For information, write 
DORIS CLINKSCALE 

IS East McPherson Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19119-1617 

FCOR 
FRIENDS COMMITIEE ON OUTWORLD RELATIONS 

OPPORTUNITY AND CHALLENGE 

Despite silence and denial by news 
media and government, our human spe
cies is now in contact with intelligent 
visitors from elsewhere. How soon will 
Friends feel led to seek understanding 
and cooperation with other intelligent 
life forms in our Universe? We may be 
at a pivotal point in Earth's history: Truth 
is emerging from conjecture. FCOR 
seeks to support Friends who have had 
sightings or contacts. Book list, news
letter, and other information are sent on 
request. Let us hear from you. 

FCOR- #2 LOOKOUT RD. ASHEVILLE NC 28804 
TEL. 828-298-0944 

E-MAIL- fcor@main.nc.us 
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Forum, continued from p. 5 

Drug addiction and 
victimless crimes? 

I received my first issue of FRIENDS 
jOURNAL (May) this week and have read 
nearly every bit of text therein. I thoroughly 
enjoyed several of the articles, including 
those by Kirsten Backstrom ("Be Thou 
Perfect"), Roxy Jacobs ("The Miracle of 
Forgiveness: A Journey of the Heart"), and 
Scott Martin (" 'The Power,' Quaking, and 
the Rediscovery of Primitive Quakerism"). 

However, I found one book review 
disturbing. In her review of The Case for 
Penal Abolition, Joy Pile writes," ... prisons 
in the U.S. and Canada primarily punish 
those who commit victimless crimes, such as 
drug offenses." This is perhaps one of the 
most irresponsible statements I have ever 
read! To refer to drug offenses as "victimless 
crimes" exhibits a glaring lack of awareness 
of the nature of both the illicit drug industry 
and the nature of the disease of addiction. 

I am a recovering addict (clean for four 
and one-half years) who has taken 
responsibility for my own past 
transgressions. By many standards, my own 
active addiction was rather mild, spanning 
only nine years, during which I acquired a 
B.A., nearly always held a job, and spent 
only a handful of days in jail. Yet in the 
process of recovery, I have taken a searching 
moral inventory of my life, in which I 
compiled a rather lengthy list of victims. 
This list included family, friends, lovers, 
institutions, and even strangers completely 
unknown to me. In active addiction, I hurt, 
lied to, cheated on, manipulated, stole from, 
exploited, or otherwise harmed nearly 
everyone with whom I had contact, on some 
level or another, through the self-centered 
obsession, compulsion, and fear that 
characterize the disease of addiction. (I have 
made many amends and gone far in the 
process offorgiving myself.) 

Solution to Friendly Puzzler on p. 21 

I am also the adult child of addicted 
parents. The cycle of abuse and tenor that 
addiction spawns is insidious, debilitating, 
and merciless. The disease itself destroys the 
dignity and self-worth of all in whom it 
pustulates. Anyone who has worked with 
children or families who have been touched 
by this disease knows just how much harm 
and suffering, and the countless victims this 
disease creates. 

I would certainly not disparage the work 
of those who champion reform in the penal 
system, especially in regard to economic and 
ethnic disparities. I would, however, sternly 
admonish anyone with the blind audacity to 
label drug crimes "victimless." It does a great 
dishonor to the families, children, friends, 
lovers, employers, employees, landlords, etc., 
that have been victimized by addicts and 
addiction. Millions of dollars in 
productivity, property loss and damage, and 
sick leave, insurance, etc., are spent or lost to 
addiction-related events every year. So far I 
have not mentioned the evils of drug 
trafficking! How many have died in this 
"industry"? How many of our nation's 
youth have killed each other, never realizing 
their potential as human beings? 

Among recovering addicts there are many 
who will state unequivocally that the greatest 
motivator has been the pain of facing the 
havoc that we have wreaked. For many, that 
meant living with ourselves while 
incarcerated. Truly, no separation is more 
painful than the separation from God that 
the total selfishness of addiction imposes 
upon the addict. In my estimation there is 
no truer manifestation of Hell! We cannot 
simply enable addicts by soothing and 
babying them, or allowing them to live in 
denial of the damage and harm they create 
while actively using drugs. We only 
encourage the downward spiraling debacle 
of addiction by doing so. 

I'm not advocating corporal or inhumane 
punishment of addicts. Certainly many have 

been incarcerated repeatedly 
without changing their ways. 
Likewise, many have been 
through treatment after 
treatment facility without 
changing. I personally know 
several who went through 
detoxification and long-term 
treatment 30 or more times 
before they finally stayed clean. 
I have known some who never 
spent a day in jail or treatment, 
who got clean simply through 
the 12-step fellowships. I do 
not pretend to have answers to 
the problem of addiction (I do 
know that active participation 
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in a 12-step program is practically 
guaranteed to keep addicts clean). I know 
very little about the prison reform 
movement and am unqualified to comment 
on it. But I wish to make perfectly clear that 
drug crimes are absolutely not victimless crimes, 
and the cycle of abuse and victimization that 
is spawned by the use of intoxicants is 
fathomless. 

Anonymous 
<addict@photodharma.com> 

Early scientists may not have 
been theists 

I must take exception to one statement in 
Ralph Slotten's letter "Faith in a personal 
God matters" (Fj May). That statement is: 
"Paradoxically, modern science is largely the 
creation of Christian theists." Paradox 
implies a contradiction, in this case the 
meaning is that believers in a personal God 
created science that often denies the 
existence of God. 

At a time when a lack of belief carries 
little or no risk, it may be hard to put oneself 
in the frame of budding scientists in 1500, 
but scientists in those days had no difficulty 
thinking of Galileo who-in spite of high 
clerical backing-was put under house arrest 
for defending a heliocentric world, and 
many other less well-known scientists who 
suffered a worse fate. Non theist scientists in 
1500-1800 were less safe than abortion
providing physicians are today in the U.S. Is 
it any wonder that few or none openly 
admitted a non-orthodox view? 

Unorthodox views of prominent persons 
are sometimes neglected by writers of 
history. Consider the widespread view in the 
U.S. today that the Founding Fathers were 
theists, even though the personal letters of 
many, if not a majority, show them to have 
been deists. Another reason for the failure of 
early scientists to conform to the pattern of 
thinking of modern scientists is the 
prevailing culture in which they lived. It is 
very difficult for anyone to break completely 
free of the culture in which one grows up 
and lives. Even today, scientists with 
radically new ideas often have a hard time to 
be heard. An historian of science may be 
paraphrased as having said that radically new 
scientific ideas are generally not accepted 
until the old fogies have died and are 
replaced by younger people who don't have 
a stake in the old verities. 

History is a messy subject, and people 
who like paradoxes have no trouble 
finding them. 

Edward J Stevens 
Mahtomedi, Minn. 
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Accommodations 
Relaxing vacation on The Big Island Of HawaiJ-.Stay 
at this two-bedroom house on a lovely setting wijh mag
nifiCent ocean view and peaceful surrounding. $500 per 
week-For reservation call (808) 962-6206. 

Beacon Hill Friends House: Quaker-sponsored residence 
of 19 interested in community living, spiritual growth, peace, 
and social concerns. All faiths welcome. Openings in 
June, September. For information, application: BHFH, 6 
Chestnut Street, Boston, MA 02108-3624. (617) 227-
9118. Overnight and short-term accommodations also 
available. 

Santa Fa-Simply charming adobe guest apartment at our 
historic meetinghouse. Fireplace, bath, kitchenette, very 
convenient to downtown and galleries, as well as our tran· 
quil garden. One night-<>ne month stays, affordable. Call 
(505) 983-7241. 

Quaker House, Managua, Nicaragua. Simple hospitality, 
shared kitchen. Reservations: +505 (2) 66-3216 (Spanish) 
or +505 (2) 66-0984 (English). For general information, call 
Pro-Nica: (727) 821-2428 or e-mail: <QuakerHouse@ 
ProNica.org>. 

Pittsburgh-Well located. Affordable, third-floor (walkup) 
guest rooms with shared bath. Single or double occu
pancy. Kitchen available. Contact: House Manager, 
Friends Meetinghouse, 4836 Ellsworth Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15213. Telephone: (412) 683-2669. 

Coming to London? Friendly B&B just a block from the 
Bmish Museum and very close to London Universijy. A 
central location for all tourist activijies. Ideal for persons 
traveling alone. Direct subway and bus links with Heathrow 
Airport. The Penn Club, 21 Bedford Place, London WC1B 
SJJ. Telephone: +44 (0207) 636-4718. Fax: +44 (0207) 
636-5516. 

Chicago-Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends meetinghouse. Short- or long-term. Contact: As
sistant Director, Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Av
enue, Chicago, IL 60637. (773) 288-3066. 

An oas is of calm In the heart of London? Yes, at the 
Quaker International Centre, where short·, medium-, and 
longer-term accommodation is available as well as con
ference facilities. Excellent homemade food. For further 
information contact telephone: +44 (0207) 387·5648, fax: 
+44 (0207) 383·3722, or write to: 1 Byng Place, London 
WC1E 7JH. 

Coming to DC? Stay with Friends on Capitol Hill. William 
Penn House, a Quaker Seminar and Hospitality Center in 
beautiful, historic townhouse, is located five blocks east of 
the U.S. Capitol. Convenient to Union Station for train and 
METRO connections. Shared accommodations including 
continental breakfast for groups, individuals. 515 East Capijol 
Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003. E-mail: <dirpennhouse 
@pennsnet.org>. Telephone: (202) 543-5560. Fax: (202) 
543-3814. 

Looking for a creative living alternative in New York City? 
Penington Friends House may be the place for you! We are 
looking for people of all ages who want to make a serious 
commitment to a communijy lifestyle based on Quaker 
principles. For information call (212) 673-1730. We also 
have overnight accommodations. 

Accommodations Sought 
Seeking affordable beachfront house In North Carolina 
for a week in the fall. Will take loving care; nonsmokers, no 
pets. (410) 556·6061. 

Assistance Sought 
Ho use sitter(s) needed mid-August-mid-November at our 
home near Camden, Delaware. Retired individual or couple 
willing to assume care of dog and two cats. yard, and 
payment of utilities. Contact: A & M Richards, 3390 Walnut 
Shade Road, Camden, DE 19934. Telephone: (302) 697-
6910 or e-mail: <tillerguy@hotmail.com>. 

Call for submissions: Were you ever a part of A rgenta 
Friends School-student, staff, houseparent? Seeking es
says, poetry, photographs for a reflective anthology. Dead
line Nov. 1, 2001. Contact Tina (Wallace) McMahon for 
details: (503) 762-0352, <tmcmahon@transport.com>. 

Books and Publications 
Library seeks Pierre Ceresole's For Peace and Truth. 
Bill Coperthwaite, The Yurt Foundation, Machiasport, ME 
04655. 

The 2001 Quaker Peace Roundtable-Read all about 
it, on the web; 25+ stimulating, informative reports and 
papers, at <www.quaker.org/qpr>. 

Friends Bulletin, magazine of Western Independent 
Quakers, free samples, subscription $15. A Western Quaker 
Reader, Writings by and about Independent Western 
Quakers: $23 (including postage). Friends Bulletin, 5238 
Andalucia Court, Whittier, CA 90601. <WWW. quaker.org/ 
fb>. <Friendsbul@aol.com>. 

Become a Published Author . 80-year tradition of quality 
book publishing, promotion, distribution. "Autho r's Guide 
to Subsidy Book Pu bllshlng "-(800) 695-9599 

Read " Quaker Theology "-A pathbreaking and pro-
vocative Journal: Issue #3 now out; add it to your meeting 
library. Subscription: $20/yr. Published by QUEST (Quaker 
Ecumenical Seminars in Theology), P.O. Box 82, 
Bellefonte, PA 16823. E-mail: <QUEST @quaker.org>; 
Web: <www.quaker.org/quest>. 

Quaker Life (succeeding American Friend and Quaker 
Action)-lnforming and equipping Friends around the 
world . Free sample available upon request. Join our 
family of Friends for one year (10 issues) at $24. For 
more information contact: 

101 Quaker Hill Drive <lt aww u• 
Richmond, IN 47374,orcall (765) 962-7573; 
e-mail: <Quakerlife@fum.org>, 
or check out our website: <www.fum.org>. 

Quaker Books. Rare and out-of-print, journals, memori-
als, histories, inspirational. Send for free catalog or 
specific wants. Vintage Books, 181 Hayden Rowe St., 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. E-mail us at <Vintage@gis.net>. 

You're in good company woth Fnends Unoted Press au
thors, including Douglas Steere, Howard Thurman, Daisy 
Newman, John Punshon, Tom Mullen, Doug Gwyn, Louise 
Wilson, Wil Cooper, T. Canby Jones, D. Elton Trueblood-
and, of course, George Fox, John Woolman, and William 
Penn. Inspiration, humor, fiction, and history that take you to 
the roots of Quaker beginnings, belief, and beyond. Write 
101-A Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, IN 47374 for a free 
catalog or call (800) 537-8839. <www.fum.org>. 

For Sale 
Peace Fleece yarns and batting In 35 colors; kits, buttons, 
needles. Sample card $3.00. Yarn Shop on the Farm, 1235 
Red Run Road, Stevens (Lane. Co.), PA 17578. (717) 336-
5860. 

Opportunities 
Consider a Costa Rica Study To ur. Take a 12-day trip to 
see the real Costa Rica. For information and a brochure call: 
(937} 584-2900or011 (506) 845-5065, e-mail: <jstuckey@sol 
.racsa.co.cr> or write: Roy Joe Stuckey, 1182 Hornbeam 
Road, Sabina, OH 45169. 

Quaker Writers and Arti stal 
Join the Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts. FQA's goal: "To 
nurture and showcase the literary, visual, musical, and 
performing arts within the Religious Society of Fnends, 
for purposes of Quaker expression, ministry, witness, 
and outreach. To these ends, we will offer spiritual, prac
tical, and financial support as way opens." Help build an 
international network of creative support and celebration. 
Membership: $22/year. FQA, P.O. Box 58565, Philadel
phia, PA 19102. E-mail: <fqa@quaker.org>. Web: <http:/ 
/www.quaker.org/fqa>. 
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Quaker House Ann Arbor has periodic openings for six
person intentional community based on Friends principles. 
(734) 761-7435, <quakerhouse@umich.edu>, <www.ic.org/ 
qhaal>. 

Summer Conferences at Pendle Hill 
Spiritual Life Enrichment Retreats, with Nancy Bieber: 
Juty 15-20, July 22-27, August 5-10, August 12-17 
July 15-19: Clay, Myth, and Fairy Tale, with George Kokis 
July 15-20: Gifts of Vision: A Retreat for Photogra
phers and Other Artists, with Danna Cornick 
July 2o-24: Brushes with the Spirit, with Jill Powers 
July 2o-24: Songwriting from the Center, with Bob 
Franke 
July 27- 29: Inquirers' Weekend: Basic Quakerism, 
with Jan Hoffman and Kenneth Sutton 
July 27-31: A Yoga Retreat You Can Take Home, with 
Robert Butera and Dawn Mehan 
August 1-5: Singing for Shy People, with David Roth 
August 1-5: Landscapes of the Soul, with Helen David 
Brancato 
August 5-9: Creativity as Sacrament, with Jan Phillips 
August 1 o-14: Storytelling as a Sacred Art, with Hugh 
Morgan Hill (Brother Blue) 
August 1 o-14: Writing for Life: Exploring the Peaceful 
Power of Story, Lynn Nelson 
August to-14: Drawing and Writing: Meditations on 
the Psalms, with Lynda Lambert 
August 15-19: The Ministry of Writing for Publication, 
with Tom Mullen 
For more information, contact: Pendie Hill, 338 Plush Mill 
Road, Wallingford, PA 19086-6099. (600) 742·3150, ex
tension 142. <www.pendiehill.org>. 

To consider mountain view retirement property, near a 
Friends center, visit <arizonafriends.com> or write Roy Joe 
and Ruth Stuckey, 6567 N. San Luis Obispo Drive, Douglas, 
AZ. 65607. 

Travel to Tuscany and Provence 
Taste of Tuscany and Friends in France trip programs 
offered each fall and spring. Learn about art, culture, and 
cuisine in small groups of s-12 people with excellent 
accommodations, food, and expert guidance. Guests stay 
at historic villas in the country near Lucca and Avignon. 
Information contact: Mark Haskell, Friends and Food 
International, 1707 Taylor Street, NW, Washington, DC 
20011 , USA. TeVfax (202) 726-4616, e-mail <MkHaskell 
@aol.com>. 

Personals 

Concerned c5ingks_ 
Concerned Singles links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about peace, social justice, racism, 
gender equity, environment. Nationwide. All ages. 
StraighVGay. Since 1964. Free sample: Box 444-FJ, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242; (413) 445·6309; <http://www 
.concemedsingles.com>. 

Single Bookiovers, a national group, has been getting 
unattached booklovers together since 1970. Please write 
Box 117, Gradyville, PA 19039, or call (610) 356-5049. 

Positions Vacant 
Founding Head of School 
San Francisco Friends " chool 
San Francisco, Calif. 
San Francisco Friends School, an independent coeduca
tional K-6 school, seeks a founding head. We are sched
uled to open in fall 2002 with 60 K-2 students, with a 
projected eventual enrollment of 400 K-8 students. SFFS 
joins a commitment to academic excellence with Quaker 
values of simplicity, integrity, peaceful problem solving, 
service, and mutual respect. 
The Founding Head should have the vision and passion 
to shape a new school academically, organizationally, 
and financially. He/she should have experience with 
Friends schools, a commitment to diversity, a collabora
tive leadership style, and senior management level 
experience in an educational setting. Advanced degree 
preferred. 
For a complete job description and requirements, visit 
www.sffriendsschool.org. Applicants should e-mail or fax 
resume, cover letter, and statement of educational phi
losophy to: 
Mary Hossfeld and Randy Milden 
SFFS Head Search Committee 
<mhossfeld@aol.com> • fax: (415) 447-8695 
<rmllden @worldnet.att.nel> • fax: (51 0) 524-8247. 
P.O. Box 475n6 • San Francisco, CA 94147-5n6 
San Francisco Friends School is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer 
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Section of the Americas 
Friends Wo~d Committee for Consultation Section of the 
Americas seeks a Friend for appointment as Executive 
Secretary beginning January 1, 2002. The Section of the 
Americas administers a portion of FWCC's wo~dwide 
work of developing communication and cooperation 
among Friends of varying backgrounds and traditions. 
The section's Executive Secretary employs and super
vises staff in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U.S.A. of· 
fice and elsewhere in the Americas to assist Friends in 
their worship and work together. The position requires 
close coordination with FWCC offices and Sections around 
the world and considerable travel. Spanish-language skills 
desirable. Applicants should have deep experience of the 
life of their own yearly meetings or groups and an active 
awareness of Quaker faith and practice among other 
groups. Deadline for applications: August 31, 2001. Job 
description and application form available from: FWCC 
Section of the Americas, 1506 Race Street, Phlladel· 
phia, PA 19102, phone (215) 241-7250, fax (215) 241· 
7265. <americas@fwcc.quaker.org>. 

Quaker House, located in Central North Carolina, is seek
ing a director to continue ~s active peace education program 
addressing the issues of militarism and violence in our 
society. Quaker House began ~s peace work and counsel
ing program over 30 years ago. Interested applicants should 
have a desire to develop peace action programs for Quak
ers of all ages, have good interpersonal skills for providing 
information and outreach to Quaker meetings and the gen
eral public, and have a willingness to oversee and maintain 
the existing telephone counseling program to military per
sonnel. The applicant should be familiar with Quaker prin
ciples and practice. Salary is modest. Medical insurance is 
provided and a housing option is available. Submit a letter of 
interest, resume, and references to: Search Committee, 
1502 Nathan Hunt Road, Greensboro, NC 27410. For addi
tional information call (336) 370-8982 or e-mail <parsonb2 
@guilford.k12.nc.us>. 

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting is seeking a two-day-per
week Coordinator for the Nonviolence and Children Pro
gram to begin October 1, 2001 . The PYM staff person will: 
1) support the work of volunteers who conduct trainings and 
workshops in the area of children and peacemaking, 2) 
organize and provide trainings and consultations to Quaker 
meetings, teachers, parents, and professional organiza
tions, 3) keep abreast of recent developments in the field of 
children and peacemaking, and 4) provide consultations in 
the area of nonviolence and children to groups outside of 
PYM. Applicant must be a college graduate or equivalent, 
~h training in some aspect of child development. Two or 
three years' experience with teaching and/or leadership of 
young people required; program development and imple
mentation experience desirable. Inquiries to Marty Smith, 
(215) 241 -7008, or e-mail: <martys@pym.org>. Send cover 
letter and resume by September 1 to: Marty Smith, PYM, 
1515 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102. 

Why pay rent o r mortgage payments, when you can live 
rent-free? 700+ property caretakinglhousesitting opportu
n~ies available, worldwide. Subscriptions: $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, (460) 468-1970. <WWW.caretaker.org>. 

Santa Fe Friends Meeting seeks resident. Mature, hospi
table Friend for a two-year term, beginning 11/2001. Com
mitment to Quakerism and service. Send for information: 
Search Committee, SFMMF, 630 Canyon Road, Santa Fe, 
NM 67501, (505) 963-7241 . 

Resident. Redwood Forest Friends Meeting, Santa Rosa, 
Calif. Residents performing hospitality and caretaking du
ties are sought for a dynamic Friends meeting north of San 
Francisco. Post inquiries to Resident Committee, RFFM 
Box 1631 , Santa Rosa, CA 95402. 

,.l:,., ... ,,<t. Sidwell Friends School, a coed, pre-K- 12 
~~-~'!~Quaker day school located in Washington, D.C., B invites qualified applicants for staff and faculty 

.... ,,.";!/" positions that may be applied for at any time. 
Members of the Society of Friends are particula~y en
couraged to apply. Sidwell Friends, students, and alumni 
represent many cultural, racial , religious, and economic 
backgrounds. The school 's vigorous academic curricu
lum is supplemented by numerous offerings in the arts 
and athletics. A Chinese language and history program is 
shared with other area schools on a consortium basis. 
The curriculum includes community service requirements 
and opportunities for internships in Washington, D.C., 
and a student year abroad. Educational and extracurricu
lar activities are enriched by the school's presence in the 
nation's capital. Send cover letter and resumes to Office 
of Personnel Services, Sidwell Friends School, 3825 
Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20016. 

Interns, 9--12 month commitment beginning January, June, 
or September. Assist with seminars and hospitality at Will
iam Penn House, five blocks from U.S. Capitol. Room, 
board, and small stipend. WPH, 515 East Capitol Street, SE, 
Washington, DC 20003. 

Arthur Morgan School. A small junior high boarding school 
seeks houseparents and teachers for 2001-2002 school 
year. Positions also include a mix of other responsibilities: 
teaching (academics and/or electives, music, art, etc.), lead
ing work projects and outdoor trips, maintenance, garden
ing, and cooking. Intimate community of staff and students; 
staff-run by consensus. Simple living; beautiful mountain 
setting. Contact or send resume with cover letter to: Nicole 
Delcogliano or Sherrill Senseney, AMS, 1901 Hannah Branch 
Road, Burnsville, NC 26714. (626) 675-4262. 

Real Estate 
Blue Ridge area. 63-acre coop, cohousing "green commu
nity" forming. Washington/Baltimore, 65 miles. 4-8 home 
sites for sale. Oak Grove, 16170 Mountain Orchard Lane, 
Round Hill, VA 20141. <lellasmith@juno.com>. 

Our neighborhood blends old, young, and in-between 
Come live in Crowell Gardens, our premier "green• 
cooperative neighborhood on a gentle south-facing slope 
on 10 acres just outside Asheville, N.C., with a view of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains. Own a quiet, sun-filled, comfort
able, health-supporting, energy-efficient, low-maintenance 
townhouse with radiant floor heat and low energy bills. 
Use the large community building for optional shared 
meals, laundry, discussion groups, and other functions. 
Enjoy nearby urban and recreational amenities. Phase 1 
townhouses $120,000 and up. <www.ndbweb.com>. 

Rentals & Retreats 
Seeking quiet? Healing? Deeper prayer? Study time? 
Individual retreat facilities. $30/day room, board, and guid
ance if desired. Beautiful mountain views, hiking trails. Faith 
based and interfaith. East Mountain Retreat Center, Lois 
Rose-Director (UCC minister and lgnatian spiritual direc
tor). 6 Lake Buel Road, Great Barrington, MA 01230-1450. 
P/F: (413) 528·6617. Website: <WWW.eastretreat.org>. 

Two adjacent, fully equipped vacation homes on 
Chincoteague Island, Va., sleep max. 8 or 10 each. Walk to 
town, bike to Assateague Island National Seashore. Polite 
pets permitted. Off-season (before 6/16, after 9/3) <$500/ 
week; weekend=112. (703) 446-8676 or <mvanrade@flash 
.net>. 

Pocono Manor. Beautiful, rustic mountain house su~able for 
gatherings, retreats, and reunions. Seven bedrooms. Three 
full baths. Beds for 15. Fully equipped. Deck with mountain 
view. Hiking trails from back door. Weekends or by the 
week, May through October. Contact Jonathan Snipes: (215) 
736-1656. 

A Friendly Maul vacation on a Quaker family organic 
farm. 20 minutes to local beaches. New stone and 
cedar building with large octagonal room, skylight, ocean 
view, walk-in closet, and private bath. Full kitchen, or· 
ganic vegetable garden, and hot tub. Bed and breakfast 
or bed and supper: $70 per day. Weekly and monthly 
rates available. Wr~e or call Henrietta & Wm. Vitarelli, 
375 Kaweio Road, Haiku, HI 96706. Telephone: (606) 
572·9205. Fax: 572-6048. 

Cape May, N.J ., Beach House-weekly rentals; week· 
end rentals in off-season. Sleeps 12+. Great for family 
reunions! Block from beach. Close to mall. Ocean views 
from wraparound porch. Call: (718) 398-3561. 

Retirement Living 
Friends House, a Quaker-sponsored retirement commu
n~ in Santa Rosa, Cal~ornia, offers one- and two-bedroom 
garden apartments or more spacious three-bedroom, two
bath homes for independent living. Immediate occupancy 
may be available. An assisted-living home, a skilled nursing 
facility, and adult day care services are also available on 
campus. Friends House is situated one hour north of San 
Francisco with convenient access to the Pac~ic coast, red
wood forests, cultural events, medical services, and shop
ping. Friends House, 664 Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 
95409. (707) 538-0152. <WWW.friendshouse.org>. 

Foxdale Village, for Quaker-directed life care. A vibrant 
and caring community that encourages and supports men 
and women as they seek to live life fully and gracefully 
in harmony with the principles of simplicity, diversity, equal
ity, mutual respect, compassion, and personal involvement. 
Spacious ground-floor apartments and community ameni
ties such as library, aud~orium, wood shop, computer lab. 
CCAC Accredited. Reasonable fees include medical care. 
500 East Marylyn Avenue, Department F, State College, PA 
16801-6269. For more information, call Lanna Gill at (800) 
253-4951 . <www.foxdalevillage.org>. 
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Friends Homes, Inc., founded by North Carol· 
ina Yea~y Meeting of the Society of Friends, has 
been providing retirement options since 1968. 
Both Friends Homes at Guilford and Friends 
Homes West are fee-for-service, continuing 
care retirement communities offering indepen-

dent living, assisted living, and skilled nursing care. Lo· 
cated in Greensboro, North Carolina, both communities 
are close to Guilford College and several Friends meet
ings. Enjoy the beauty of four seasons, as well as 
outstanding cultural, intellectual, and spiritual opportuni
ties in an area where Quaker roots run deep. For infor
mation please call: (336) 292-9952, or write: Friends 
Homes West, 6100 W. Friendly Avenue, Greensboro, NC 
27410. Friends Homes, Inc. owns and operates commu
nities dedicated to the letter and spirit of Equal Housing 
Opportunity. 

' 

Affordab le Housing-The Quaker House at 
Woolman Commons. Join the growing, vital 
Quaker community in the charming, historic 
town of Mount Holly, N.J., home of John 
Woolman. Located just one block from the 

meetinghouse, the spacious modern apartments in the 
fully restored and renovated pre-Revolutionary homes 
are offered to Friends (and non-Friends who have worked 
for Friends organizations), aged 55 and older, w ith con
fidential financial assistance available to those who 
qualify. For information/application, write or call: Kate 
Kwiecinski, Medford Leas, Route 70, Medford, NJ 08055. 
(609) 654-3000. 

~11 
SERVICES FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

Kendal communities and services reflect sound manage
ment, adherence to Quaker values, and respect for each 
individual. 
Continuing care retirement communities: 
Kendal at Longwood; Crosslands • Kennett Square, Pa. 
Kendal at Hanover • Hanover, N.H. 
Kendal at Oberlin • Oberlin, Ohio 
Kendal at Ithaca • Ithaca, N.Y. 
Kendal at Lexington • Lexington, Va. 
Communities under development : 
Kendal on Hudson • Sleepy Hollow, N.Y. 
Kendal at Granville • Granville, Ohio 
Independent living with residential services: 
Coniston and Cartmel• Kennett Square, Pa. 
Nurs ing care, residential and assisted living: 
Barclay Friends • West Chester, Pa. 
Advocacy/education p rograms: 
Untie the Elderly • Pa. Restraint Reduction Initiative 
Kendal Corporation Internships 
For information, call or write: Doris Lambert, The Kendal 
Corporation, P.O. Box 100, Kennett Square, PA 19348. 
(610) 388-5581. E-mail: <info@kcorp.kendal.org>. 

Schools 
Rancocas Friends School : Pre-K, half and full day, after 
school care, quality academic and developmentally appro
priate program with Quaker values. Affordable tuition, finan
cial aid. 201 Main Street, Rancocas (Village), NJ 08073. 
(609) 267-1265. Fax: (856) 795-7554. 

Stratford Friends School provides a strong academic 
program 1n a warm, supportive, ungraded setting for chil
dren ages 5 to 13 who learn differently. Small classes and 
an enriched curriculum answer the needs of the whole 
child. An at-risk program for five-year-olds is available. 
The school also offers an extended day program, tutor
ing, and summer school. Information: Stratford Friends 
School, 5 Llandillo Road, Havertown, PA 19083. (610) 
446-3144. 

Friends Meeting School. Serving 90 students on 50+ 
acres in southern Frederick County between 1-270 and 1-
70. Coed, pre-K to grade 8. Strong academics, Quaker 
values, small classes, warm caring environment, peace 
skills, Spanish, extended day program, optional piano 
lessons. 3232 Green Valley Road, Ijamsville, MD 21754, 
(301) 798-0288 <friendsmeetingschool.org>. 

Lansdowne Friends Schoo l- a small Fnends school for 
boys and girls three years of age through sixth grade, rooted 
1n Quaker values. We provide children with a quality academic 
and a developmentally appropriate program in a nurturing 
enwonment. Whole language, thematic education, conflict 
resolution, Spanish, after-school care, summer program. 
110 N. Lansdowne Avenue, Lansdowne, PA 19050. (610) 
623-2548. 
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Orchard Friends School . A school for 
children, grades K-7, with language-based 
learning differences. 16 East Main Street, 
Moorestown, NJ 08057. Phone: (856) 
802-2777. Fax: (856) 802-0122. E-mail: 
<OrchardLD@aol.com>. 

John Woolman School. Rural Cahforma, grades 9-12. 
Preparation for college and adulthood, small classes, caring 
staff, work program, service projects; board, day. 13075 
Woolman Lane, Nevada City, CA 95959. (530) 273-3183. 

Frankford Friends School : coed, K-6; serving center city, 
northeast, and most areas of Philadelphia. We provide 
children with an affordable yet challenging academic pro
gram in a small, nurturing environment. Frankford Friends 
School, 15000rthodoxStreet, Philadelphia, PA 19124. (215) 
533-5368. 

Jun io r high boarding school for grades 7, 8, 9. Small 
academic classes, challenging outdoor experiences, com
munity service, consensus decision making, daily work 
projects in a small, caring, community environment. Arthur 
Morgan School, 1901 Hannah Branch Road, Burnsville, 
NC 28714. (828) 675-4262. 

Westbury Friends School-AcademiC excellence 1n a nur
turing Quaker environment for 170 children, nursery-grade 
6, on beautiful 17-acre grounds. Small classes and highly 
qualified teachers. Music, art, computers, Spanish, French, 
gym. Extended-day, vacation/holiday, summer programs. 
Half- and full-day nursery, pre-K. Brochure: Westbury Friends 
School, 550 Post Avenue, Westbury, NY 11590. (516) 333-
3178. 

Sandy Spring Friends School. Five- or seven-day board
ing option for grades 9-12. Day school pre-K through 12. 
College preparatory, upper school AP courses. Strong 
arts and academics, visual and performing arts, and team 
athletic programs. Coed. Approximately 480 students. 
140-acre campus less than an hour from Washington, 
D.C., and Baltimore, Md. International programs. Incor
porating traditional Quaker values. 16923 Norwood Road, 
Sandy Spring, MD 20860. (301) 774-7455, ext. 158. <WWW 
.ssfs.org>. 

The Quaker School at Horsham, a value-centered el
ementary and middle school for students with learning 
differences. Small, remedial classes, qualified staff, serving 
Philadelphia, Bucks, and Montgomery Counties. 318 Meet
ing House Road, Horsham, PA 19044. (215) 674-2875. 

Come visit Olney Friends School on your cross-country 
travels, six miles south of 1-70 in the green hills of eastern 
Ohio. A residential high school and farm, next to Stillwater 
Meetinghouse, Olney is college preparation built around 
truthful thinking, inward listening, loving community, and 
useful work. 61830 Sandy Ridge Road, Barnesville, Ohio 
43713. (740) 425-3655. 

United Fr iends School: coed; preschool-a; emphasizing 
Integrated, developmentally appropriate curriculum, includ
ing whole language and manipulative math; serving upper 
Bucks County. 20South 10th Street, Quakertown, PA 18951. 
(215) 538-1733. 

Services Offered e . ··-""""'"' • Calligraphy 
• Graphic Design 
• Note Cards 
• Illustration 

Ahimsa Graphics, 24 Cavanaugh Ct., Saunderstown, 
Rl 02874. (401) 294-7769 or (888) 475-6219. 

Need To Get To The Bottom Of Something? Chuck 
Fager can help. Consultation, research, investigation. 
Competent, Quakerly, confidential. Inquire f ree at: 
<cefager@home.com>-Or call: (814) 355-8323. 

Vis1t Beaut iful Wedd10g Certificate Website 
Over 30 full-color images of hand-drawn, illustrated, realistic 
artwork plus ceremony ideas, sample vows, and easy, on
line estimates. Ketubahs, gay celebrations of commitment, 
and non-Quaker examples. E-mail birthright Quaker, Jenni
fer Snow Wolff, at <Snowolff@att.net>. Browse online: <http:/ 
/www.calligraphicART.com> or <http://home.att.net/ 
-snowolff>. 

Moving to North Carolina? Maybe David Brown, a Quaker 
real estate broker, can help. Contact him at 1208 Pinewood 
Dr., Greensboro, NC 27410. (336) 294-2095. 

Friendly Financial Services. Let me help you prepare for 
retirement or work out an estate plan. Socially responsible 
investment~y specialty. Call Joyce Moore, LUTCF, Joyce 
Moore Financial Services at (610) 966-6127 ore-mail <JMFS 
@aol.com>. (Securities offered by Washington Square Se
curities, 20 Washington Square South, Minneapolis, MN 
55401.) 

Acupunctu re Associates of West Roxbury, serving the 
Boston area. Relieve Pain-Improve Energy-Restore 
Health. Amy Crikelair, Licensed Acupuncturist and Herbal
ist. (617) 325-1746, <AmyCrik@aol.com>. 

Celo Valley Books: Personal attention to all phases of book 
production (25 to 5,000 copies). Typing, editing, layout, final 
delivery. Free brochure. 346 Seven Mile Ridge Road, 
Burnsville, NC 28714. 

We are a fellowship, Friends mostly, seeking to enrich and 
expand our spiritual experience. We seek to obey the prompt
ings of the Spirit, however named. We meet, publish, corre
spond. Inquiries welcome! Write Quaker Universalist Fel
lowship, 121 Watson Mill Road, Landenberg, PA 19350-
9344 

~tud;os 
Marriage certificates, announcements, invitations, etc. 
Do justice to your event with our calligraphy and award-
winning graphic design. (800) 763-0053. 

FREEMAN Centerville, IN 47330 
Phone: 765-855-5405 

HENRY 1501 East Main Street 

ASSOCIATES E-mail: HFreeAssoc@aol.com 

Consulting services for educational institutions and 
nonprofit organizations. Fundraising. Capital campaigns. 
Planned giving. Recent clients include liberal arts 
colleges, seminaries, independent schools, social ser-
vice agencies, Pendle Hill, FGC, and many other Friends 
organizations. 

Marnage Certificates. Fine calligraphy 1n traditional plain 
styles o r decorated with beautiful, custom-designed bor
ders. Also Family Trees for holiday gifts, births, anniversa
ries, fami ly reunions. Call or write Carol Simon Sexton, 
Clear Creek Design, 820 West Main Street, Richmond, IN 
47374. (765) 962-1794. 

Summer Camps 
Night Eagle Wilderness Adventures, in Vermont's 
Green Mountains, is a unique, primitive camp designed 
to build a boy's self-confidence and foster a better 
understanding of native peoples and their relationship 
with Earth. Activities tend to spring from the natural 
environment and teach boys to rely on their own ingenu· 
ity. Through community living and group decision 
making, campers learn to live and play together in a 
spirit of cooperation rather than competition. For 40 
boys, ages 10-14. Two-, four-, and eight-week sessions 
available. We invite you to look at our website: <www. 
nighteaglewilderness.com>, or contact us for a full bro
chure: (802) 773-7866. 

Summer Rentals 
Cabins on isolated Vermont farm for rent. Propane utili
ties, lake, surrounded by protected land. Contact: Caroline 
Bailey at (802) 258-4544 or <bailempg@sover.nel>. 

~Moving? 
Please let us know 8 
weeks in advance. Send 
us your address label if 

possible. 
Otherwise, be sure to include your name 
and old ZIP code as well as your new 
address. 
FRIENDS jOURNAL, 1216 Arch Street 2A 

Philadelphia, PA 1907-2835 ~ 
Phone: (215) 563-8629 

Fax: (215) 568-1377 
E-maiL· 

info@friendsjournal.org 
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A Campaign for a New Century 
A QUAKER CENTER FOR WORSHIP, 

STUDY, WORK AND SERVICE 

The Religion and 
Social Issues Forum: 
Quakers and Money 
Friends need to examine their decisions about obtaining, 
holding, and using money and other assets, to see 
whether they find in them the seeds, not only of war, but 
also of self-indulgence, injustice, and ecological disaster. 
Good stewardship of economic resources consists both in 
avoidance of those evils and in actions that advance 
peace, simple living, justice, and a healthy ecosystem. 

Faith and Practice 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 

Materialism and Economic Inequality 
There is a growing concern among Friends regarding 
the rampant materialism in American culture and the 
expanding inequality of wealth within the United States 
and among nations. The Pendle Hill Religion and Social 
Issues Forum will be sponsoring courses, weekend and 
weeklong conferences, lectures, and publications over 
the next few years to help Friends examine possible spir
itual, economic, and political responses to these issues. 

The Dexter B. Pattison Fund 
Elizabeth "Betty" Pattison, in memory of her husband, 
established the Dexter B. Pattison Fund at Pendle Hill. 
Dexter Pattison, a PhD organic chemist, spent a career 
developing organic compounds with the Dupont 
Corporation. He was also an investment advisor to several 
Quaker institutions and deeply concerned that Quakers 
invest and share their money with integrity. 

MONEY AND SPIRITUALITY 
The Dexter B. Pattison Fund has been established 
at Pendle Hill to underwrite a series of Religion 
and Social Issues Forum courses and conferences 
to encourage Friends to reflect on money and 
spirituality. Pendle Hill also plans to develop study 
materials, including thought provoking articles, 
lists of resources, and queries for Friends meetings 
to use in their local meeting "forums." 

Quakers and Money 
Monday Night Lecture Series, Fall, 2001 will sponsor 
nine outstanding speakers on the spirituality of earning a 
living, transforming one's relationship with money, 
tax witnessing, Quaker philanthropy, and other issues. 

Quaker Spirituality, Values, and Testimonies on Money 
A three day conference over Columbus Day weekend, 
October 5-8, 2001, will bring together Friends from 
across the country to examine how Friends might 
witness or testify to the world with our choices of 
careers, our lifestyles, and our stewardship practices. 

Simple Living 
A weeklong course, November 25-30, 2001, led by 
Frank Levering, will explore practical ways to create 
financial stability compatible with a simpler lifestyle. 

Earning, Spending, Saving, and Sharing Money 
A weekend workshop using small groups, February 8-10, 
2002, will develop new advices and queries on career 
as vocation, simple lifestyles, socially responsible 
investing, and faithful stewardship. 

Pendle Hill wishes to thank Betty Pattison and all 
friends of Pendle Hill who have given or are 
considering investing in the Campaign for a New 
Century. For information on how you can make 
an investment, please contact: 

Richard Barnes 
Director of Development 
Pendle Hill, 
338 Plush Mill Road 
Wallingford, PA 19086-6099 
(800) 742-3150, ext. 132 
E-mail contributions@pendlehill.org 
www.pendlehill.org 
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