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Among Friends 

What Does Faithfulness Require? 

I t is late January as I write, and I find myself pondering what will have happened 
by the time this issue is in the mail late in February. Our nation is poised for war; 
equipment and troops have been dispatched to the Middle East to wait for their 

orders to proceed. Tomorrow the president will give his State of the Union address. 
Yet, not since the '60s has there been such strong antiwar sentiment in our nation. In 
those days we didn't have the benefit of the Internet to communicate with each other. 
Today it is possible to collect hundreds of thousands of signatures and raise large sums 
of money literally overnight, as organizations such as <www.MoveOn.org>, 
<WWW.truemajority.com>, and <www.notinourname.net> have been doing with 
notable success. It also is possible to stay abreast of how the war resistance movement 
is faring at websites such as <www.commondreams.org>, <www.ncccusa.org/news/ 
newshome.htmb (the National Council of Churches), <www.unitedforpeace.org>, 
and, of course, through Friends Committee on National Legislation <www.fcnl.org> 
and American Friends Service Committee <www.afsc.org>. Through the effons of 
organizations such as these and others, a remarkable grassroots anti-war campaign is 
underway, bringing hundreds of individuals to lobby their members of Congress, and 
hundreds of thousands to antiwar rallies across the nation. 

On January 18, my family and I joined the largest of these rallies in Washington, 
D.C. There, hundreds of thousands of protestors congregated peacefully to hear 
politicians, celebrities, and antiwar activists speak out against a U.S. war on Iraq. We 
celebrated the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., who in 1967 said to us, "We can 
no longer afford to worship the god of hate or bow before the altar of retaliation. The 
oceans of history are made turbulent by the ever-rising tides of hate. History is 
cluttered with the wreckage of nations and individuals who pursued this self-defeating 
path of hate .... We still have a choice today: nonviolent coexistence or violent 
coannihilation. W e must move past indecision to action .... If we do not act, we shall 
surely be dragged down the long, dark, shameful corridors of time reserved for those 
who possess power without compassion, might without morality, and strength 
without sight." Dr. King's vision is still a galvanizing one. It was heartening and 
moving to witness such an enormous gathering of individuals of all races and ages 
coming to visibly and personally protest our nation's current direction. In the days 
since this demonstration, we've heard encouraging words that the tide has begun to 
turn, and that support for a war is seriously eroding at home and abroad, despite the 
rhetoric of our present administration. 

In this issue 'Dolph Ward Goldenburg writes, "Jesus Came to My Door One 
Sunday Morning" (p. 12). His article reflects on the way that we can come face to 
face with the reality that "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me" (Matt. 25:40). As I ponder whether or not we 
will be at war in March, attacking Iraqis, many of whom will be ordinary civilians
even harmless children- I think about what Jesus would have to say to us now. "Go, 
and sin no more," seems a likely possibility. 
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Let's rename the day of the 
attack on the Twin Towers 
and the Pentagon 

As someone whose birthday is September 
11, I am on a campaign to rename this day. 
While I certainly think it should be 
commemorated and talked about, I am 
really sick of hearing the date repeated ad 
nauseam, as if it were the very definition of 
evil itself. 

My first choice is to call it 
Transformation Day, but other possibilities 
are Twin Towers Day, or New York Day
we have Pearl Harbor Day and Hiroshima 
Day, why not New York Day? If people feel 
they must call the event by its date, at least 
the year could be included. Not every 
September 11th is a bad day. 

I beg Friends and others not to take my 
special day and make it synonymous with 
evil and destruction. One might argue that it 
was the attackers who did this (and I don' t 
know why they didn't pick July 4, a day 
already known by its date and that has some 
balancing positive associations). But, for me, 
it is not so much the fact that these things 
happened on my birthday as it is the 
constant repetition of the date itself that 
upsets me. After all, there are people whose 
birthdays are August 6 or December 7, but 
they don't have to keep hearing the date of 
their birth repeated over and over again. 

MarianRhys 
Novato, C alif. 

Politics is not just one thing 
Maurice Boyd, in "Are Friends called to 

political inaction?" (Forum, Fj Dec. 2002), 
wonders what it means or should mean for 
us today that Philadelphia Friends were 
advised to withdraw from political activity at 
the time of the Revolutionary War--even 
from voting, since government at the time 
was "founded and supported in the spirit of 
wars and fighting." One could say today that 
our government is conducted in the spirit of 
domination and suppression even in the 
absence of wars and fighting (and in this, 
Bush seems little different from Clinton), so 
should we not consider withdrawing from 
politics and closing down Friends 
Committee on National Legislation, to 
which Friend Maurice has just been 
appointed? I suspect that some similar 
question has rumbled through the minds of 
many Friends. 

The question cannot be answered, because 
"politics" means many different things. 
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One sense of"politics" is based on just the 
spirit that Friends in 1776 discerned, a spirit 
of war and fighting that separates "us" from 
"them" and vows to "win" even if"they" 
must be eliminated or reduced to slavery in 
the process. The most profound and 
consistent exponent of politics in this sense is 
Carl Schmitt, whose short book, The Concept 
of the Political, is worth reading in spite of its 
difficulty, because it is so thorough and 
relentless in its argument. Politics as Schmitt 
describes it is a confrontational zero-sum 
affair in which Friends could never easily 
participate. Electoral politics unfortunately 
seems to incorporate more and more of this 
warlike spirit. 

Another sense of"politics" derives more 
from Aristotle and has to do with 
constructing a stable, just society in which 
people can achieve productive and happy 
lives. It is integrational rather than 
confrontational. Whereas Schmitt's sense of 
what "politics" means is derived from 
observing the nitty-gritty in the worst 
circumstances, the Aristotelian sense is 
derived from thinking about what could and 
should occur in government, conceived as an 
institution that serves and releases the human 
spirit. Constitutional politics, and often 
judicial actions, are political in this sense, as 
well as other activities that limit what 
officeholders can do to certain specified 
powers. Another important arm of politics in 
this sense is programs and activities that assist 
the process of governance through 
nonconfrontational, non-zero-sum means, 
such as negotiation, mediation, and servant
leadership. Politics in this sense, in the words 
of Robert Greenleaf, keeps its hands away 
from the daily use of power. It is therefore 
based on the conviction (contrary to Schmitt) 
that the use of power is not the only part of 
politics, perhaps not even the most important 
part. 

Neither of the above senses of"politics" 
would include the main work of Gandhi, or 
Martin Luther King Jr., nor acts of 
conscience such as conscientious objection. 
Such work is confrontational, but it is not 
warlike and plays no part in governance. 
(Neither Gandhi nor King had any role in 
government or electoral politics; in this 
respect Nehru and Andrew Young were 
very different from their mentors.) I do not 
know whether to call the work of Gandhi 
and King a kind of"politics" or not. Many 
people do, but Philip Pettit prefers to call it 
"anti-politics" because of its confrontation 
of officeholders. The American Civil 
Liberties Union, Amnesty International, 
Human Rights Watch, and other such 
organizations play a role importantly 
similar to conscientious objection to war. 

Such work limits what government 
officials can do, never directly assists in 
getting things done, is bound to be 
annoying-but counts as part of"politics" 
in the broadest sense, perhaps even in an 
Aristotelian sense. 

"Politics" is not just one thing. There 
really are distinctly different sorts of activity 
that go under the same name. FCNL has 
had to wrestle with the consequent 
confusions. I hope that Friend Maurice and 
FCNL will, in the spirit of the Philadelphia 
Friends of 1776, continue to search for 
ways to withdraw from zero-sum politics, 
but without withdrawing from the whole 
sphere of politics in the sense of a search for 
a more just, stable, and peaceful society. 

A different view 

Newton Garver 
Buffalo, N.Y. 

Reflecting on Marianne Dugan's letter in 
the Forum (F]Dec. 2002), I would suggest 
that she get a copy of How Israel was Won: 
A Concise History of the Arab-Israeli Conflict 
by Baylis Thomas (Lexington Books, 
1999). Baylis Thomas presents a far 
different interpretation oflsraeli history than 
that presented by Marianne Dugan. 

George Hagner 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Points of clarification 
Judging by the response to my letter in 

the Forum ("Let's understand peace and 
conflict," Fj Sept. 02), I feel led to clarify 
certain points that I made. I will keep this 
brief; those wishing more detail may contact 
me through the meeting I attend (Friends 
Meeting of Boone, P.O . Box 301 DTS, 
Boone, NC 28607) or directly at 
<rcevey@uncg.edu>. 

In regard to instigation of violence, 
Gandhi and King intentionally held illegal 
marches and demonstrations, flaunting 
their plans to the authorities. The 
authorities broke them up, often resorting 
to violence, as the protestors did not 
respond to the rule oflaw. It was expected: 
King and Gandhi planned to use the 
violence for propaganda. If I challenge 
someone to a fight or dare someone to 
vandalize my home, I am instigating a 
crime. The other person is guilty if they 
act, but I bear culpability for provoking 
the act. 

"Civil disobedience" is another name 
for an "illegal assembly." People holding 
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Viewpoint 

A social movement that could abolish war 

Our PeaceTestimonystandsout as 
central to our faith. Simply stated, 
we commit ourselves to not par

ticipating in the taking of human life. It 
seems impossible for Quakers and other 
peacemakers to uphold this commitment. 
Nearly 50 percent of the money we give 
to the government through income taxes 
goes for the military: killing, destruction 
of homes, schools, businesses, and other 
sources of income. We don't follow what 
we believe. How can we ck that? 

There is an answer. In the early days of 
Quakerism, William Penn , a prominent 
Quaker whose father held a high military 
position, went to George Fox, the founder 
of Quakerism, and explained how impos
sible it was for him to give up wearing his 
sword. When he asked, "What shall I 
do?" George Fox answered, "Wear thy 
sword as long as thou canst." It is that 
simple. Something inside of us may well 
be saying, "Pay your income tax as long as 
you can." It may not be very long if the 
Spirit is speaking to you and the message 
doesn' t go away. 

My experience has been a challenging 
one. I learned gradually about the power 
of nonviolent direct action and love as 

all positions have positive reasons for 
supporting their views. If we simply 
apply negative labels to other viewpoints, 
we stand little chance of achieving 
understanding. 

Regarding appeasement, world powers 
refused to become involved as Japan, Italy, 
and Germany annexed territory after WWI. 
In a similar way, early Quakers refused to 
become involved as the English C ivil War 
raged around them. In both cases they 
"stayed out of it." Many will not consider 
this "really" to be the Peace Testimony in 
action, at least in part because it failed. If 
anyone knows a "real" example of the Peace 
Testimony in action on a large scale, please 
let me know. 

I believe allowing wrong to happen taints 
me. I do not believe violence is the way, but 
reserve it as a way, however regrettable. 
What compassion is there in !erring people 
suffer? Peace cannot be the only way until it 
is most everyone's way. Violence is wrong, 
but at times it is a lesser wrong. I do nor 
enjoy this, but cannot deny it. 

Richard C Evey Jr. 
Boone, N.C. 
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exhibited by Jesus, St. Francis ofAssisi, Gandhi, 
Martin Luther King Jr., and A.J. Muste. In 
World War II, I was taken from my job 
helping people in the slums to survive and put 
into prison for not cooperating with the mili
tary stand of our government. Following the 
war, I was drawn into social welfare programs 
with the federal government and had to pay 
large amounts of income tax. Gradually, it 
dawned on me that a large percentage of my 
tax money was going into the military budget. 
First it was about 35 percent, but it kept 
climbing to nearly 50 percent. I had worked 
to the top of the federal payroll and was 
getring a good salary. 

I finally woke up! I was blatantly contra
dicting all my belief in the power of love in 
human relations and the power of nonviolent 
direct action. At the height of my career, I 
knew that ifl was to have faith in the power of 
the teachings and the example of Jesus and 
other spiritual leaders, I would have to resign 
from my job, give up my retirement security, 
and find a way to live below the income tax 
level where one does not have to pay the tax. I 
resigned my position in 1974. I have been 
living below the tax line ever since, though 
tempted by good job offers. 

It hasn't been easy by some standards, and 

An essay that speaks for itself 
Thank you for the recent special issue on 

prisons (F]Oct. 02). It certainly provides a 
unique look at prison life from many 
different perspectives. I have been 
corresponding with Robert, a prisoner on 
death row in Mississippi, for several years 
and want to share his thoughts about living 
on death row with other readers. He gave 
me permission to do so, and his words 
follow below. He remains quite positive and 
optimistic in spite of his circumstances. 
Could I do the same? 

RozRae 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

My favorite place and what 
1t means to me 

Many years ago, before I came to death 
row, I would have said that my favorite place 
was one of the many beautiful beaches in the 
world with their clean, white sand and their 
blue waters, but now I would have to say 
without a doubt that my favorite place is 
somewhere within me for no one else to see. 

I had a lot to learn about how to live 
simply, buying used clothing, doubling 
up in housing, and driving a 15-year-old 
car. The result? I felt a great relief. I was 
no longer, indirectly, taking human lives. 
My three children went to college and 
succeeded on their own. I had the free
dom to be more creative and effective in 
my social reform projects. No salary 
needed. At 84 years, I feel it is useless to 
spend a lot of energy worrying about how 
long I am going to live. I just want to be 
doing what I love and feel led to do. 

We have spent trillions preparing for 
possible or extended wars. Many millions 
have been killed by war and organized 
violence. Now, the very survival of our 
planet is at stake. There is another way. If 
15 percent of our adult population openly 
took such a stand for peace and refused to 
pay income tax for the military, the masses 
could become convinced-and our planet 
could be radically changed. Let us wait in 
deep silence until God speaks to us. Then 
we will know what is right and we will be 
miracuwusly supported. 

Kent R Larrabee 
Medford, N.J. 

It allows me to dream, wonder, roam, and 
meditate. This place inside me is special 
because no matter how many chains the 
prison puts on my hands and feet, I still can 
go anywhere in this world that I choose. 

I do my best to stay positive and out of 
trouble, bur sometimes my surroundings 
will nor let that happen. I escape to my 
special place at night when most people are 
asleep or about to go to sleep, but sometimes 
during the day I have to put on my radio 
headphones and listen to songs with no 
words, and the musical instruments allow 
me to meditate very easily. Ifl were still a 
free man, I would not know of this special 
place within me because my life was being 
lived at a fast pace and I felt like I was 
missing out on something if I slowed down. 
Now I am in a place where I have no other 
choice but to slow down. My meditation 
practices have developed to the point where 
things come into focus so clearly. Sometimes 
when I come out of my meditation, I am a 
little alert and frightened because I feel like I 

Continued on p. 45 
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The Invisible World 
by John C. Morgan 

TI'T hen I was a small 
YY child, I can remember a 

time when I was caught doing 
something I should not have 
been doing, and was marched 
up the stairs to my father's 
study, to that place where I 
knew I would be punished. 
Entering that room, which 
even now seems reserved for 
serious adult business, I 
wanted to disappear. All I 
could think of doing was 

putting my hands over my eyes and thereby eliminating 
everything around me. For all practical purposes, I had 
disappeared, becoming invisible. 

Children know far more about the invisible than 
most adults. They live in imaginary gardens; they can 
become what they have never seen. Through 
sympathetic imagination they can enter strange worlds 
as participants. 

Adults, of course, know reality when they see it. They 
live in a world of facts and objects; they cannot often 
participate in the unknown or invisible without being 
thought foolish. They do not understand the playfulness 
of imagination, which can suspend the material world 
long enough to enter temporarily into regions beyond 
the obvious. 

Perhaps this explains why Jesus associated with 
children, and why he set a child before his disciples as an 
example of faith. It is not that a child understands more, 
but that one is willing to consider invisible truths and 
enter into them playfully. Faith has about it the quality 
of sympathetic imagination-capable of grasping what 
is not apparent, entering into the lives of strangers, 
intuiting possibilities where others see only facts. 

Contrary to what our senses tell us, we live in the 
midst of invisible worlds. Most of the universe around 
us is invisible, even when seen with the most 
sophisticated instruments. Our bodies, seemingly solid, 
are energy fields, made of the same stuff as stars. And 
even the smallest snowflake speaks of mystery. 

The danger of sympathetic imagination is that of 
becoming lost in the invisible world, drawing away from 
what is seen and diminishing it. But this is not our 
danger today. We suffer from poverty of imagination. 
Many of us cannot be faithful because we cannot be like 
children. Our sense of playfulness has been left behind. 
If we had faith, we could move mountains, or we could 
build them. 

The snow outside has been falling. I know what I see: 
everything is buried under white. The world is white. 

During Quaker meeting a while ago, someone related 
a story out of a previous storm, when someone had 
remarked that "snow is tons of water falling silently to 
Earth." And so it is. 

But I have faith. Although the snow looks even, no 
two snowflakes are the same, and under the snow are 
patches of green and potential spring flowers. 0 

john C Morgan has been an attender at Providence Meeting in 
Media, Pa., and at Lewisburg (Pa.) Meeting. He is minister of 
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Berks County, Reading, Pa. 
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MEETING FOR WORSHIP 
You can get there from anywhere. 

Put in the center of the patched, fir floor: 

An orange peel 

Or a bowl of water 

Or this small blue rug. 

In the real world, 

In this room for instance, 

There is always an arc 

Waiting for us to add the colors 

With our broken crayons. 

Anything taken seriously will do 

Including hilarity 

Or Ecclesiastes 

Or this small blue rug. 

Put anything there in the center 

Or for that matter 

Pay attention to the patched, fir floor. 

Whatever occurs to you will do 

To connect us: 

A song 

Or all the unreported rapes 

Or this small blue rug. 

You can get there from anywhere. 

-Janeal TumbuO Ravndal 
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GOD CAME TO VISIT 

God came to visit today. 

Took his skin off. 

Changed his skeleton into a galaxy. 

Dressed himself in mists. 

Adorned himself with finches and stars, 

And joined me for a latte. 

Neither of us spoke much. 

What we shared was simple: 

A longing, a joy, a vulnerability, 

Perched on the edge of life, 

surrounded by the eternal abyss. 

- Rick Ells 

janeal Turnbull Ravndal, 
a member of Stillwater 
Meeting in Barnesville, 
Ohio, lives and works at 
Pendle Hill in 
Wallingford, Pa. 

Rick Ells is a member of 
Salmon Bay Meeting in 
Seattle, Wash. 
©2003 Rick Ells 
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better understand an adult's 
behavior, psychologists often 
nvestigate the individual's 
hildhood experience. Events 

that take place in the early years can form 
attitudes that shape actions in later life. It 
would not be surprising if this held true 
for institutions, too. This observation may 
apply to many facets of the Quaker expe
rience; here I want to consider whether 
meetings may have become overly con
strained because of early experiences in 
the fledgling movement. 

George Fox'sjournalis, for the 
most part, a sober, matter-of-fact 
account, dictated many years af
ter the events it portrays. The emo
tional drama is inferred &om the 
narrative rather than being ex
pressed outright. Yet there is one 
passage slipped in from another 
hand that gives a direct glimpse of 
George Fox expressing himself. It 
is an apparently verbatim repott 
of the preeminent organizer of 
Quakerism speaking in a meet
ing. Entitled "An Address to 
Friends in the Ministry," it was 
given at John Crooke's house on 
Third month 31, 1658. 

Some parts of this repott are familiar
the underpinnings of Quakerism as we 
know it today: "And let none be hasty to 
speak; for ye have time enough, and with 
an eye ye may reach the witness; neither 
let any be backward when ye are moved, 
for that brings destruction." But one part 
seems more relevant to my topic: 

Now a man when he is come our of the 
world he cometh out of the dirt, then he must 
not be rash, for now when he cometh inro a 
silent meeting that is another state ... ; when 
he hath been in the world and among the 
world, the heat is not yet off him, for he may 
come in the heat of his spirit out of the world; 
now the other[s] [are] still and cool, and his 
condition is that, not being agreeable to theirs, 
he may rather do them hurt, begetting them 
out of the cool state into the heating state, if 
he be not in that which commands his own 
spirit, and gives him to know it. 

Dean Sherwin was born in the UK He has 
worked as an architect, university professor, and 
construction estimator, living in Europe and 
Southeast Asia as well as the US. He became 
personally acquainted with Buddhism, Islam, 
and Hinduism before becoming a member of 
Arch Street Meeting in Philadelphia, Pa., 20 
years ago. 
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Without sttzenuous 
e'f5otzts to tzoot out 
messiAhlsm tVtd 
petzsOttAli:t!J..-6ased 

movements, b< uakrusm 
could ptzo6a6lv not have 

s utzvlved. 

Be Cool, 
Notd-lot 

hv l )can Sherwin 

This passage exhorts ministers to calm 
themselves from the cares and excitement 
of everyday life. But in the light of tenden
cies that had already been manifested 
among early Friends, it also hints at the 
dangers oflistening to voices with headier, 
hotter messages. Coolness and "keeping 
low" were essential behavior, essential in 
Fox's view not only to sincere understand
ing but to the unity of Quakerism. 

Early on, Quakerism ran into the prob
lem of unity. If everyone has the Truth 
within them and is called to act out that 
truth, how can agreement be reached on 
proper speech and action? It took a period 
of development and consolidation to reach 
the organizational consensus that we en
joy today, albeit sometimes precariously. 

Quakerism arose amid an atmosphere 
of religious ferment. Ranters espoused a 
personal view of truth: that inner inspira
tion gives License to conduct free of moral 
fetters. Millenarianism expected the end 
of the world- in 1656, 1660, and then 
1666. Fifth Monarchists, who looked for 
the violent establishment of Christ's King
dom on Earth, were a threat to the state. 
Quakers were at times confused with them 
and arrested on the same charges of sedi
tion. And while women were still disen-

franchised in most ways, a few found indi
vidual voices and shocked the orthodox 
by traveling the country to challenge male 
priests. 

No wonder Quakers had internal 
struggles to maintain their uniry of vision, 
and external struggles to be seen as a sin
cere and nonthreatening religious move
ment. In the first half century of 
Quakerism's existence the tendencies to
wards individualistic expression· did on 
occasion threaten the unity of vision, 

maybe even its continuing exist
ence. What follows are three ma
jor examples of this. 

James Nayler's "running out" 
is one of the best known chapters 
in the Quaker history book. Not 
only did he appear for a time to be 
a challenger for the leadership of 
the fledgling sect, but he allowed 
himself to be worshiped as an em
bodiment ofJ esus Christ-at least 
that is how his contemporaries saw 
it. In the notorious 1656 incident 
in Bristol, James Nayler rode into 

town on a donkey with several women 
and a couple of men crying "Hosanna" to 
him and scattering rushes, a direct reen
actment of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem. 
T his case became a national cause celebre; 
he was subsequently sentenced to be 
flogged with 315 lashes through the streets 
of London and again in Bristol, and to 
have his tongue bored with a hot iron and 
his forehead branded with a B (for blas
phemer). This was the type of publicity 
that the Quakers did not need, and much 
more importantly was the type of indi
vidual apocalyptic action, a personal vi
sion of inner truth, that could have splin
tered the young movement into irrepa
rable shards. 

;John ?::>etztzot 
The case of John Perrot, &om 1661 

on, was a more organized challenge to the 
movement that was crystalizing around 
the organizational skills of George Fox. 
John Perrot's followers became known as 
the "hat men," &om the main outward 
effect of the movement, which was to 
deny the necessity of removing hats upon 
entering meeting, which was the custom 
for men as a mark of piety and respect. It 
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This derisive cartoon was printed with an anti-()!taker tract in 1674. It shows james 
Nayler riding into Bristol on Palm Sunday, surrounded by adoringfolUJwers. 

was ironic that Quakers should suffer in
tense conflict on such a matter when one 
of their distinguishing actions--one for 
which they were prosecuted-was the re
fusal to remove their hats before judges 
and the upper class generally. Just as Quak
ers insisted on using the familiar form 
of address, "thou," to all people and to 
God, and to abjure rituals, so the follow
ers of John Perrot saw no need to make 
such an artificial distinction for meeting 
for worship. 

John Perrot was an intensely spiritual 
person who received divine inspiration 
while a prisoner of the Inquisition in Rome; 
but his raptures led him into a negative 
mysticism that made him deny the impo
sition of even the simplest forms for wor
ship. Many members viewed his espousal 
of a more inspirational spirituality with 
enthusiasm-there was even a book pub
lished, with a title that starts: "The Spirit 
of the Hat, or the Government of the 
Quakers" and continues for some 51 other 
words-and although John Perrot was 
banished to Barbados, it was many years 
before the challenges to Quaker unity by 
his followers, in North America as well as 
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in Britain, died down. In 1672, while 
visiting Long Island, George Fox noted, 
"There we met with some of the hat spirit 
which was judged down and condemned. 
And the Truth was set over all." A couple 
of pages later he mentions, "I had a great 
travail concerning the Ranters ... . I knew 
the Lord would give me power over them 
and he did." 

\lhe Wilkinson
Sto'llf Sepatzation 
The Wilkinson-Story separation arose 

around 1675. To a large extent it was the 
need to strengthen the newly named Reli
gious Society of Friends against individu
alistic challenges like that of John Perrot 
that had led to the setting up of a central
ized system of monthly and quarterly meet
ings. John Willcinson and John Story led a 
protest against what they saw as overregu
lation of spiritual affairs through this cen
tralized order, and of the new tendency of 
the Quaker system to censure individual 
meeting decisions. They particularly re
sented the condemnation of individual 

actions by Friends who were not members 
of the monthly meeting concerned but 
came from other parts of the country. 
Although this controversy was more orga
nizational in nature than the other two, 
like them it was largely personality-based 
and an attempt by individuals to assert 
their own version of truth against an out
ward imposition of conformity. Most 
weighty Friends lined up against the schis
matics; William Penn wrote that church 
order was a manifestation of heavenly dis
cipline. "Keep in the Unity" was the new 
message, holding more weight than "Fol
low the Truth within," as we might cat
egorize the earlier leadings of Quakerism. 

Without the strenuous efforts to root 
out messianism and personality-based 
movements, Quakerism could probably 
not have survived, just as other move
ments born of the same era have vanished. 
We might have been but a footnote to 
social history had the struggle to counter 
the effects of James Nayler, John Perrot, 
John Willcinson, and John Story not been 
waged. 

How has this need for unity and re
straint affected us today? Did we pay a 
price for this survival strategy, for the con
tinued tidy organization of our affairs? 
The tradition of staying low, of remaining 
cool, may be protecting Quakerism, but it 
could be hampering us too. Stilling for a 
while the turmoil of the outside world 
enriches our worship-the telephone rings 
during meeting for worship and it is ig
nored. That is a mark of strength. But if 
someone should be seized by the Spirit, 
visibly shaking and behaving irrationally, 
or if they should cry hallelujahs, will we 
look askance, fearing for the decorum of 
our time-hallowed ways? 

This inquiry into the damping-down 
of schismatic tendencies started from a 
curiosity about diversity in North Ameri
can Quakerism, and whether the lack of a 
more demonstrative worship, of a more 
emotional recognition of the Spirit, ham
pers outreach to a wider congregation. 
And is keeping cool a necessary part of 
Quakerism, or is it a way of unconsciously · 
defending a little turf, in part a result of 
historical influences that may or may not 
still be relevant? Quakerism still has schis
matic tendencies that surface from time to 
time, and such a small movement cannot 
afford to be further fragmented-but just 
as once the danger lay in being too hot, 
today it may lie in keeping low and being 
too restrained. 0 
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The Word and the Spirit 
SCRIPTURE AND CONTEXT IN THEOLOGY 

10 

"The principle source of truth must 
be the Truth itself When we trace a 
stream to the place where it gushes 
from the Earth we can go no farther. 
The wellspring has to be considered 
the source, for the interior of the 
Earth cannot be plumbed and its 
ramifications are inscrutible. " 

-Robert Barclay, Apokgy 
(1678) 

I will .!ways cemembec ilie day 
when I was forced to admit I needed 
reading glasses. Like so many 
changes in midlife, it seemed an 
illusion at first. I hoped that the 
blurred markings on the page 
would eventually become clear if I 
simply rested my eyes. But the 
words didn't become clearer. The 
loss of my perfect vision was some
thing to grieve about. I could no 
longer be certain that my eyes were 
not deceiving me. Furthermore, 
when I finally accepted my condi
tion and was fitted with the appro
priate lenses, I realized that if I 
wore them all the time, even when 
I was not reading, my vision of 
things more than a few feet away 
became unfocused. I needed to ac
cept my limitations, and to learn 
to adjust my remaining faculties to 
changing circumstances-trusting 
that the truth was something 
greater than what I perceived it to 
be at any given moment. 

Robert Barclay (1648- 1690), 
was the first, and some may argue 
the only, systematic theologian in 
the history of the Religious Society 
of Friends. H e wrote his profound 
and influential Apokgy at a time 
when Friends were recovering from 
persecution by the secular and reli-

Keith R Maddock, a member ofToronto 
(Ont.) Meeting, has studied theology 
and religious education at Emmanuel 
College in University ofToronto. 
© 2003 Keith R. Maddock 

gious establishment ofEngland. The 
early movement was sufficiently mo
tivated by the unmediated revela
tion of the Spirit within, as opposed 
to theological doctrine and ecclesi
astical authority. But, with the ad
vent of the age of the Enlightenment, 
many Friends felt there was a need 
to face their detractors in more for
mal debate. The continuing growth 
of the Religious Society depended 
on defensible rational grounds for 
its version of primitive Christian
ity-a faith closer to the original 
(spontaneous and oral) teachings of 
Jesus and to the experience of the 
earliest church community. 

While Robert Barclay's work has 
never been accepted as a definitive 
statement of Quaker belief, it is 
true to Friends' conviction of a per
sonal faith, inspired from within 
and confirmed by Scripture and 
group unity within their historical 
context. For Robert Barclay, it has 
been described as a "thinking 
through" from the strict Calvinism 
of his youth, to the Roman Ca
tholicism of his education, and fi
nally to his Quaker convincement. 
T he contemporary editor of 
Barclay's Apokgy, Dean Freiday, 
maintains that through this work, 
Quakers made a 200-year leap into 
the future. As opposed to literal, 
proof-text interpretations, they 
adopted a synoptic and situational 
approach. In the first instance, all 
biblical statements on a certain sub
ject had to be harmonized. There 
was no patience with isolated proof 
texts. In the second instance, the 
truth needed to be tested against 
the situational context in which they 
were written and in which the read
ers found themselves. Robert 
Barclay agreed with the Protestant 
reformers who felt that the author
ity of the Scriptures did not depend 
on the approval or authority of any 
church-nor were they subject to 
corruption by human reason. But, 
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he wrote, "We cannot go to the length of 
those Protestants who derive their author
ity from the virtue and power that is in the 
writings themselves. We desire to ascribe 
everything to the Spirit from which they 
came. 

, 

In his preamble to the discussion of 
Scripture he wrote, "Because the Scrip
tures are only a declaration of the source, 
and not the source itself, they are not to be 
considered the principal foundation of all 
truth and knowledge. They are not even 
to be considered as the adequate primary 
rule of all faith and practice. Yet, because 
they give a true and faithful testimony of 
the source itself, they are and may be 
regarded as a secondary rule that is subor
dinate to the Spirit, from which they ob
tain all their excellence and certainty." 

This is a very familiar position, consid
ering that it later became a key element in 
liberal Protestantism. While it continues 
to arouse vehement opposition from the 
more literalist theologians, it has also 
proven to be an effective defense against 
theological hardening of the arteries. I 
have always been attracted to the more 
liberal school of interpretation myself. But, 
I confess, I am often tempted to take the 
easy route of fundamentalism. In a world 
of so many changes and relativistic theo
ries, I know what it is to hunger for an 
infallible source of assurance. 

At present, the best I can do is to accept 
Scripture as a unique, or incomparable, 
approach to the truth. For the Christian 
theologian, it is the primary witness to the 
historical revelation through Jesus. The 
theologian receives this message through 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (a phrase 
that always seems to require more elabora
tion), and interprets it in the language of 
rational discourse-translating the mes
sage into a systematic form that can be 
used by people in their daily search for 
understanding. 

Systematic theology is, to begin with, 
Christ-centered. The historical specificity 
of the events of the life, death, and resur
rection of Jesus attests to the fact that we 
are not dealing with an abstraction, but a 
series of remarkable events in the history 
of the world that continues to be a leaven
ing agent today. The Bible in which we 
read the story ofJesus is the closest histori
cal evidence of its truth. 

Modern developments in biblical criti
cism have enabled us to reaffirm our de
pendence on this incomparable resource. 
We now have the tools to relate specific 
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texts and passages to the whole content of 
Scripture, and to allow the whole content 
of Scripture to be illuminated by critical 
evaluation of specific texts. With such 
tools, contextual questions may be raised. 
We are alerted to the "sertings-in-life" of 
particular extracts, the cultural and social 
biases of individual authors, and related 
influences that remind us of the fallibility 
of human understanding. 

At the same time, interpretation of the 
text helps us to rediscover the meaning of 
the enormous event in which God walked 
among us, sharing even our confusion 
and suffering. To read the Scripture in 
this light is to read it in the same spirit that 
inspired the original authors and their 
communities. As Barclay affirmed, "It is 
the spiritual things that take place in the 
individual heart that are the life of Chris
tianity." In this domain, we find the pre
liminary spadework of the theologian. 

Christians have traditionally interpreted 
the whole of Scripture as witnessing to the 
single Christ event in the life of]esus. But 
this only has enduring relevance in our 
day when, as theologian Frederick Herzog 
writes in justice Church, "We are inti
mately involved in the same matrix of life 
in which Messiah Jesus incarnated God." 
The event witnessed in the past is one that 
continues to happen in the present, draw
ing us into the action. We have the same 
difficulties the early Christians had ab
sorbing this insight. Moreover, contextual 
factors in our time are even more com
plex, leaving many in despair and retreat
ing to the alleged certainties of fundamen
talism. Yet, by changing lenses rather than 
confusing the stream of revelation with its 
mysterious source, we may yet experience 
God's grace infusing our lives with love, 
hope, and understanding. 

Participating in God's redemptive act, 
the theologian explores the dialectic be
tween what has been written and what 
can be experienced in the present mo
ment. Being alert to possible distortions in 
understanding, our limitations may also 
be illuminated and transformed into real 
strengths. While many contextual distor
tions have become so embedded in our 
understanding through the centuries, our 
vastly improved lenses may help us to see 
beyond the words, to hear the original 
voices of expectation and despair that echo 
the human experience. 

Scripture is a medium that reflects hu
man limitations. This should alert the 
theologian to the fact that interpretion of 

the "good news" for our contemporaries is 
also subject to personal biases and social 
distortions. Testing our vision, changing 
and cleaning the lenses we wear every day 
is a continuing responsibility. Liberation 
theologies, for example, have helped us to 
appreciate the value of modern psychol-

We are called, 

as individuals in 

community, to "do 

theology" together. We 

listen to and dialogue with 

each other across the 

room and across the 

centuries, respecting and 

supporting one another, 

seeking nourishment from 

the same well. 

ogy, communications, and social and eco
nomic theory, to test and put to good use 
our perceptions of the truth as they have 
been handed down from previous genera
tions. Feminism has exposed the patriar
chal bias that has dominated Western cul
ture for centuries--for even the most proxi
mate witnesses to the Christ event were 
influenced by it. Feminist theologians have 
pointed out how our understanding of 
Scripture has been handicapped by the 
gender bias, a contextual perspective that 
is inconsistent with universal redemption. 
Fresh opportunities for doing theology 
are opening up for the whole community 
ofbelievers. As Letty Russell has written in 
Human Liberation in a Feminist Perspec
tive: A Theology, "Everyone is to contrib
ute to the meaning of faith from their own 
perspective." 

This suggests that everyone who ap
proaches life from a faith perspective has a 

Continued on page 44 
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v~ c8/A41J to My OocJp 
One Sunday Moming 
by 'Dolph Ward Goldenburg 

us came to my door one Sunday 
orning, but it wasn't a convenient 

me. The night before Jesus arrived, 
I had attended a local wedding of two 
good friends, and I was hosting an older 
woman who had come to Atlanta for 
the occasion. 

On Sunday morning, I hear a light 
tapping on the front door. Assuming the 
visitor is a close friend from the wedding 

~ party, I throw on some clothes and run i downstairs. Surprise. I open the door to a 
C) young, skinny white guy with tattoos run
~ ning up both arms and sunken, dark eyes. 
@ At first I think, "Ugh, not this morning," 

12 

but I am struck by the thought: "Jesus is at 
my door, I can choose to help or I can shut 
the door." Since I was not the most 
Christocentric Friend, I am still surprised 
at having this thought. 

The young man stands in front of my 
door dripping wet from a rain shower that 
rumbled through Atlanta several hours 
before. He quickly explains that his car 
broke down a few blocks away and asks to 
use my phone to call his mother. Apolo
getically, I tell him that I have an over
night guest and offer to call for him while 
he waits on the porch. I extend my hand 
to introduce myself and learn that his 
name is Chris. I also learn that he is bare
bone thin. After reciting his mother's 
phone number, he begins to cry. He says, 
"Tell her I'm ready to do right, I want to 
come home." 

Since his mother is not home, I leave a 
message on her answering machine. I re
turn to the porch to tell the young man 
that I left a message and say, "You can 
check back this afternoon to see if she 
returned the call. At this point, I can 
make you some breakfast, but that's about 
all I can do." I feel relieved, knowing that 
I have done my part and will still make 
it to an early-morning breakfast with 
friends from the wedding and then to 
meeting for worship. 

I bring several sandwiches, ftuit, and 
water to him as he sits on the porch. As I 
give him breakfast, he once again chokes 
up and asks, "Can you call my aunt? I 
really need to reach someone. I don't have 
to wait for her here, I'll wait on the cor
ner." I figure, in for a penny, in for a 
pound, and ask for his aunt's number. I 
wake his aunt up and explain that I don't 
know her but her nephew is in bad 
shape on my front porch. Aunt Betty 
starts to cry. She confirms my suspicion 

'Dolph Ward Goldenburg attends Atlanta (Ga.) 
Meeting, is trained as a social worker, and is a 
Jundraiser for Catholic, Protestant, and jewish 
social service organizatiom. 

that Chris is an addict and says, "We 
haven't heard from him in months. I'm 
coming to get him so don't let him leave." 
I protest that Chris wants to meet her on 
the corner, but she again says, "Please 
don't let him leave." 

Back on the porch, I tell Chris that his 
aunt will meet him at my home and it 
will take her about two hours to drive 
here. I also explain that I need to check on 
my houseguest who, with all the commo
tion, has begun stirring upstairs. My 
houseguest is a Baptist from a small Geor
gia town. Knowing that she'll understand 
my predicament, I walk upstairs and 
say, "Jesus Christ came to my door this 
morning." She looks at me and says, "Well, 
all right, is the door open?" I realize that 
the door is open and return to talk to 
Chris, but I wonder if her question had a 
double meaning. 

Chris and I sit on the porch for the 
two hours, learning more about each 
other. He admits that he is a crack addict. 
He confesses that he has at least three 
warrants for his arrest. He tells me that 
he had planned to meet a friend at 9 A.M. 

outside of Backstreets, a gay club, and 
I assume that Chris is also a sex worker. 
We talk about addiction and recovery, 
especially those recovery programs for 
people who don't have a lot of money. 
As a former social worker, I recommend 
a few good programs in the area and 
wonder if he'll actually ever follow up on 
the recommendations. 

At some point, I notice that he's wet 
and wonder if his aunt knows about the 
disturbing tattoos on his arm. I run inside 
and find an old long-sleeve shirt so he can 
change into something decent and dry. 

Like most addicts, he's in denial about 
the true extent of his addiction. He knows 
that he needs to turn himself in for the 
outstanding warrants, but he also wants to 
go to his parents' home for a few days and 
relax. He tells me, "I just want to live a 
normal life for a few days, you know, see a 
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AAONilfg tHat my 

hous.egue~ NiU 
ulftkrstalfd my 

~elff,fwa/k 

Uf'da~Ps. a11d s.ay, "Jes.us. 
Chris.t C3Hfe to my door For several days I 

didn 't know if C hris 
made it to jail or if he 
went back to using drugs 
and living on the streets 
again. Thankfully, his 
aunt called with a very 
positive update. She gave 
him the chance to run 
away from the situation 
by parking the car at a gas 
station and going inside 

this. U1omi11g. " She 
/co~ at U1e a11d s.ays., 
"NeU, aft right, is. the 
door Of'elf ?" 

movie with my family." I remind 
him that he last used drugs less 
than four hours before and that 
he'd be shaking and trembling by 
early afrernoon. He falls silent. In 
the silence, I realize that he might 
like some coffee, and I brew a few 
cups for him. 

At exactly 10 A.M. Chris says, 
"I hope you didn't plan to do 
anything today." Since I am nor
mally settling into meeting for 
worship by this time, I respond, 
'T m usually in church about now, 
but Jesus carne to my door in
stead." Chris gets this look that 
says, "Oh no, I'm going to have 
to believe something before I leave 
this porch." I just chuckle and 
reassure him that I won't evange
lize to him. I still find it funny 
that anyone would mistake me 
for an evangelist. 

Finally, his aunt arrives, and I 
walk into the house as the tearful 
reunion begins. After drying their 
tears, she comes into the house 
and thanks me, repeating that 
Chris is an addict and stressing 
that he needs to turn himself in 
to the police for his outstanding 
warrants. I encourage her to re
main strong in her belief that 
he should turn himself in, but 
I know he will try to convince 
her otherwise. 
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for about ten minutes. To his 
credit, Chris stayed in the car and 
voluntarily turned himself in. 
Upon reporting to jail, the guards 
booked him on seven outstanding 
warrants-from stealing cars to 
robbery to using stolen credit cards. 
After being in jail for a few days, 
they asked him about several other 
crimes, and he admitted his in
volvement in them as well. His 
aunt explained to me that Chris 
would plead guilty to all the charges 
and spend 3 to 15 years in prison. 

On a visitation day, his aunt 
asked him why he chose my house 
out of all the houses on my street. 
He saw me come home with my 
older houseguest the night before 
and thought that I was probably 
the only white person living on 
my street. He planned to rob me 
when I let him into the house and 
was surprised that I showed such 
kindness to him. He also told his 
aunt that I left my front door open 
for about three minutes, and he 
briefly thought about continuing 
with the planned robbery. 

Recently I opened my door to 
Jesus, but I have never opened my 
door to a robber. That distinction 
made all the difference. Our inter
actions probably didn't change his 
life, but they helped him make the 
right choices that day. 0 

TOWARD A THEOLOGY 
OF ANGELS 

If angels exist, I don't know what's the matter with that 

except that there aren't enough to go around, 

and some get lost on their way to special assignment. 

Certain people are missed and left without wings 

to lift them up, and they fall, 

leave their blood on the stones. 

I'm waiting for the wind to die down, 

for the waters to clear and the cloud-cover 

to lift, so I can look for the missing angels, 

give directions to a man in the hospital, 

prisoners on Death Row, a bag lady 

freezing in the street, children 

playing with guns and land mines. 

I want to tell unemployed angels 

about rivers in flood and families 

marooned on the roofs of houses, 

the bloated bodies of cattle, 

the debris of lives. 

This is how you begin to wonder about angels, 

what we came here to learn, who we came to love, 

discomfort that moves from collarbone to scapulae, 

pin-feathers pushing your own wings out, 

when you pray the winds of God 

will rise to hold and send you. 

-jeanne Lohmann 

jeanne Lohmann is a 
member of Olympia (Wash.} 
Meeting. 
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THE 
BODY 

AS 
TEMPLE 

by Anna Stookey 
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I 've spent over ten years in the 
habit of listening to people's 
bodies. I let my hands guide my 
spirit through their flesh, 

tightness, muscle. I breathe and let my 
thoughts and prayers flow through as 
I discover and release what's causing 
hurt, sadness, constriction. It's not an 
easy business. 

Sometimes this release is 
accompanied by tears, anger, or years of 
pent-up feelings of all kinds. Sometimes 
it renders a client cherubic, smiling, 
blissful. Sometimes clients are quiet, 
going deep. Sometimes, in a need to 
share, they talk and their words bubble 
up with new ease, like children. 

Work on the body is much like a 
meeting for worship, and I suppose there 
is some accounting for this in the Bible's 
reference to the body as a temple. The 
body lays itself out like a hollow and 
open vessel, containing endless 
possibilities of experience, and invites us 
in, to listen and find truth. Some people 
don't like to visit their bodies. Many 
people don't. The sensations we find 
there are sometimes confusing, 
unexplainable, and not in a language we 
understand. The process of discerning 
what these sensations have to say is like 
looking for God in meeting on a cold 
day-when you've gotten up on the 
wrong side of the bed. 

The body holds feelings that only 
loosely translate as: dull ache, throbbing 
dark spot, raw joint, right chord. Even 
words like these can't adequately capture 
the deeper and more mysterious realm of 
the emotions behind sensations, the dark 
layers that contain old injuries, chronic 
twinges, and stiff limbs. Learning to 
truly listen to our bodies despite the 
foreignness, the strangeness of their 
messages, is truly a spiritual process. 

Our bodies say a tremendous amount 
about us, and they don't lie. Maybe 
that's why we can be so uncomfortable 
with them. They contain infinite records 
of every experience, sometimes frozen in 
our very posture, solidified with passing 
years. In a moment, crossed arms and a 
tapping foot convey a kind of 

Anna Stookey, a massage therapist and actress, 
is a new member of Santa Monica (Calif.) 
Meeting. She is currently earning a graduate 
degree in Psychology with a concentration in 
bodymind approaches to healing. 
©2003 Anna Stookey 

inaccessibility; shared touch or a more 
open body position can convey just 
the opposite. 

I often find my mood unwittingly 
captured by my posture. At the 
beginning of a recent meeting for 
worship I sat twisted, legs crossed, arms 
covering my stomach, and slightly 
hunched as though I was committed to 
letting no one--even God-near my 
insides. Slowly, as meeting continued, I 
began to breathe. I watched the message 
of my body change, my limbs become 
more open and relaxed, my body 
straighter but loose. This, I thought, is a 
person more available to the Spirit. 

We say that we are a community that 
believes deeply in the process of 
listening, and yet oftentimes it is our 
words and thoughts alone that we hear 
and sort in meeting or in life. We are the 
great listeners; and yet there is an infinite 
structure we carry with us every day that 

IN LISTENING 

TO OUR BODIES 

WE MAY BE CLOSER 

TO THE 

DIVINE SILENCE 

THAN WE EVER 

STOP TO REALIZE. 

is rarely heard at all- unless the voices of 
the body become so loud that they 
cannot be ignored: an emergency, a fall, 
an accident. Our bodies call us into 
them, into their open and closed places. 
T hey call us to sit, to listen, to watch. 
They call us even to marvel at the 
wonder of them. In traditional Jewish 
prayer, the weekday morning schacaris 
service gives thanks to God for 
"openings and hollows," for the very 
structures that make a trip to the toilet 
upon waking a possibility. How simple 
and beautiful this is! 

We are less familiar with giving 
thanks to our bodies. Yet the Light 
Within is carried there, does live as a 
sensory experience in the very fiber of 
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our cells. I know this feeling of 
lightness and can-if I pause to 
do so--locate it within my 
body: in the sensation of being 
filled up, cleansed, lightened. 
It is a quickening of the 
breath, an opening of the 
heart that feels as though a veil is 
lifted; a filling with something 
bright and clear, with spirit. 

It is in fact the body that holds 
and shares this experience with us 
as long as we're alive. It is the 
body's wide range of sensations that 
communicates this very specific and 
profoundly transformative bliss. 
Even our ancestors were in touch 
with a power that came through the 
fiber of their very bodies to tell them 
the presence of God was there. It is 
the body that tells me with its 
quivering heart that I must rise and 
say something, for reasons I may 
not understand. Being moved to 
speak comes not only from the mind 
but from a deep, deep place in the 
body itself. 

When I lead clients into a 
bodywork session I often have 
them spend a moment simply 
listening to their bodies. I ask 
them to take a moment to 
see what areas call their 
attention, and then to move 
to each of those areas with 
an open mind, with 
compassion, and to listen. At that point 
we're ready to begin the session. My 
clients have inhabited their bodies, have 
begun a listening process that continues 
at least until they get off my table, and 
oftentimes, beyond it. 

I know it's not practical to ask that all 
Quakers I know stop their lives to 
experience a massage (though I'd be 
ready and waiting if they did!), and yet I 
do wish that an exploration of the body 
was a more regular and natural part of 
our listening process with ourselves and 
with each other. Our bodies deliver 
messages--of where they're hun, or of 
what we're holding. They may tell the 
truth of how we're doing to those 
around us even when a smile or well
prepared words attempt to mask that 
truth. The body gives us a chance to 
listen at a deeper, wordless level and to 
open to, and heal, what we find. 

Sometimes in my massage practice, a 
simple conscious pause, with pressure, 
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the healer within them, and to 
share that love and wisdom from 
a listening place with others. 

Though the premise is 
simple, the results can be 
miraculous. 

As we grow in our 
spiritual communities, 
listening has the 
opportunity not only to 
become richer and more 
focused, it also can begin 
to take place on every 
level of our lives. While 
it's not uncommon for 
me to begin meeting 
with a few cricks in the 
neck, rumblings of the 
stomach, or sleep behind 
the eyes, I have begun 
exploring these 
sensations as clues, 
following them and 
seeing where they lead. 
Sometimes they lead 
deeper into themselves 

until the sensations 
dissolve altogether. And 

sometimes by going deeper, 
~ 

something else-a thought or 't 
another sensation-bubbles up to "S 
the surface and takes me on the next ~ 
journey. Either way, going deeply -~ 

.;--z,. ......... ~~-- into sensation, with l:: 
~ 

compassionate attention, heals. "" 

over a troubled area will automatically 
cause it to release-in the same way that 
a confided story, listened to with 
attention, has the chance to lose its 
charge or to change into a new set of 
perspectives or reflections. When we give 
our bodies a chance to be listened to, 
they respond in kind. The fierce need for 
attention that may precipitate a 
headache or chronic pain can sometimes 
be alleviated just by consciously visiting 
the area that hurts-or any other part of 
the body that seems to call us--and 
attending to it as we would to a friend's 
story: without judgment, without fixing, 
simply attending until it finds its own 
way and shifts. 

Why this is so foreign to Quaker 
process at large is itself a mystery to me, 
but I believe that's changing. In my own 
meeting, weighty Quakers have 
intermittently conducted healing touch 
workshops, encouraging participants not 
only to listen to their bodies but to find 

I encourage us to listen to our 
bodies not only in our own meditation 
but in our service to others--in how we 
help the elderly or sick in our meetings 
and our communities. Their sensations, 
with or without words, also have a need 
for attention and compassion, for a still 
place to be held and listened to. T here is 
so much sensation that is hushed, tucked 
away, made uncomfortable business and 
so not talked about. Our bodies can 
contain silenced ministry. 

Though our messages in meeting 
come through words and song, the body 
is wordless. In listening to it we may be 
closer to the Divine Silence than we ever 
stop to realize. Our bodies' ways of 
communicating to us are simple and 
basic and take discernment, like the 
prayerful listening for the still, small 
voice of God. Our bodies contain a rich 
tapestry of feeling, sensation, emotion, 
ease, and disease, the deciphering of 
which can't help but bring us closer and 
closer to the mystery of truth. 0 
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The Gift of Chemical Awareness 

My life has brought me many gifts. 
Some I've appreciated, others I've 
sought to return. I've discovered that 

when events in our lives change our aware
ness, there is no returning the resulting, 
sometimes unwelcome, new perspectives. 
For over 35 years, I've been trying to 

I 

hands-all that wasn't covered by my 
clothing-with a wet washcloth. Fragrance 
immediately dings to skin and hair: syn
thetic musk at work. I'd come to town 
prepared to deal with fragrance hits as best 
I could, but I couldn't deal with this one. 

The extreme effects of that 20-second 
return one of life's "per
spective presents"-with
out success. Finally, I'm see

by Alicia Adams 
exposure to a bank clerk's 
fragrance lasted for over 6 
hours. It took me several 

ing that what I've viewed as a handicap 
and a curse is an essential perception: a 
special ability. 

This ability that events in my life have 
given me is that of chemical awareness. 
My body has become a sensitive biometer 
that registers the presence of unnatural, 
life-destructive chemicals-particularly air
borne ones. In this category, I find the 
volatile organic compounds of artificial 
fragrances to be among my most difficult 
chemical challenges. Unlike other chemi
cal practices, fragrance usage is largely an 
individual choice; it is one area of chemi
cal pollution where everyone can make a 
difference. For this reason, I will use this 
as an example of destructive chemical im
pact on my health and functioning. 

I've been told by several f/Friends that 
they don't understand why I make such a 
"big deal" out of fragrance usage. T hey 
don't mean to be cruel; they are just igno
rant of the terrific impact on my life of 
fragrance usage. H ere's an example: 

I entered the bank-and knew imme
diately that I was in trouble. Heavy fra
grance odor dominated the air. I could 
feel the impact on my brain and my ner
vous system. I left immediately, intending 
to use the ATM outside- but barely made 
it to my truck, parked nearby. I crawled 
inside and shook, cried, and generally suf
fered. I did all I could to minimize the 
impact of this "chemical hit." I took vita
mins C and A and put my coat, which had 
absorbed the fragrance, into a plastic bag 
and sealed it. I wiped my face, hair, and 

Alicia Adams (jormerry Carter} joined Victoria 
(B. C) Meeting in 1974 and is now a member 
of Berkeley (Calif.) Meeting. She lives in 
Mimbres, N Mex., and attends Gila Meeting 
in Silver City with her partner, Daniel Richards, 
who also is chemicalry sensitive. Their e-mail 
address is <foll_circle@gilanet.com>. 
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hours and much wandering in the rain in 
confusion, crying, just to find a pay tele
phone to call a neighbor. Fragrance chemi
cals affect the brain of those who have 
become chemically sensitized. Among 
other effects, these chemicals trigger un
natural firing of the limbic area, the center 
of emotions. This causes uncontrollable 
emotional responses. By the grace of my 
friends, I got home late that night. For the 
next two months, I was unable to bear any 
fragrance chemicals at all. My neighbors 
shopped for me. 

Looking back on this event, I know 
that the chemicals I was exposed to in my 
dentist's office the day before, plus fra
grance in my relatives' home that night, 
set me up for this instant and devastating 
reaction. What most people don't realize 
is that the effects of exposure to airborne 
chemicals are cumulative in both chemi
cally sensitized persons and those who 
haven't yet shown this degree of impact. 
Though a chemically sensitive person may 
not immediately react to a fragrance expo
sure, such exposure increases the possibil
ity that with additional exposures, he or 
she will react severely. The initial effect of 
unnatural airborne chemicals on those who 
are not yet chemically sensitized is more 
subtle and thus less likely to be noticed, 
initially. Over time, however, with con
tinuing chemical exposure, one's health 
and functioning are impacted. 

I remember the clerk's welcoming smile 
as I entered the bank, her obvious desire to 
please. I realize that she, and others, prob
ably wear such fragrances to be more at
tractive in social situations. Most people 
never know when their fragrance prod
ucts impact those around them. Chemi
cally aware persons move away from the 
person or situation causing them pain and 
dysfunction. To stay around and speak of 

the effect of fragrance exposure is to in
crease the potential of a more serious reac
tion. Many who are not yet chemically 
sensitized have become aware of being 
affected by strong fragrances but feel pow
erless to go against our cultural taboos; we 
are conditioned not to speak critically of, 
or even seem to notice, another's body 
care habits. 

Fragrance chemicals have been the 
crowning blow to me of our society's 
toxic chemical habits. When they be

gan to be used by the majority of people, I 
and others like me were driven from our 
jobs; we lost friends and spiritual commu
nities; we were badly impacted in our 
health. We were forced into the fringes of 
our world. 

I've done considerable investigation of 
the research literature available about the 
components of modern artificial fra
grances. Anyone with Internet access can 
do this for themselves. Simply do this 
Internet search: +fragrance +toxic +ingre
dients. According to what I've read, most 
{over 95 percent) of the ingredients used 
in fragrances come from petrochemicals. 
No research has been done on the health 
effects of products containing any of 
4,000-7,000 complex chemical com
pounds; no research design is currently 
adequate for this type of investigation. 

T he information on the ingredients 
that have been investigated is frightening. 
Some of them are listed as dangerous con
taminants in the most polluted Superfund 
sites. We are rubbing these fragrance 
chemicals on our skins and on the skins of 
our children. As with airborne chemical 
exposure, absorption of these oil-based 
chemicals through our skin is cumulative. 
T hey are stored in our fat cells; our bodies' 
water-based elimination systems cannot 
discharge them. Artificial fragrance and 
other chemicals become a permanent part 
of our bodily environment. In this man
ner, the pollution of our bodies resembles 
what is happening to our Earth. T he 
Earth's systems are also water-based; its 
natural processes of waste removal and 
renewal cannot flush out these life-de
structive toxms. 

I have read that there are those who are 
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born with a sensory malady that makes 
them unable to register pain. As children, 
they must be constantly supervised and 
carefully taught what dangerous situations 
to avoid. As adults, they must rely on 
learned concepts and behaviors rather than 
firsthand experience to avoid serious in
jury. If such sensory-deficient people were 
in the overwhelming majority, the result
ing culture would have less of a concept of 
the cause-and-effect relationship of dan
ger and injuries. The occasional child born 
into this society with the ability to register 
sensation and pain would experience life 
like walking through a minefield, with 
fear of grave injury at every step. Such 
children might even be regarded as handi
capped. Allowances are made for seeming 
"errors of perception" in children, but in 
this imagined culture, adults who reacted 
to their environment in this way would 
probably be subject to pity at best, or 
disbelieved and rejected. 

This is what I see happening in our 
culture, today. The posicion of the chemi
cally aware person is that of a person who 
feels pain in a culture that denies the 
reality of such-that denies the connec
tion of injury to dangerous situations. 

I was not born with an ability to per
ceive dangerous chemicals. This life gift 
was given to me when I was chemically 
injured. I was exposed to massive amounts 
of pesticides in 1965 while working in a 
Venezuelan slum. Twenry-one years after 
my chemical injury, I was tested for pesti
cide residue in my blood and fat. I tested 
in the highest percentiles of those tested 
for dangerous pesticide residue. Pesticides 
are also oil-based chemicals; our bodies 
cannot discharge them. Damage accumu
lates, resulting in various symptoms of ill 
health that are mysterious in their origins. 

With this chemical injury, I was in 
effect newly born into my society with 
perceptions of pain and warnings of dan
ger that were not only uncommon, they 
were denied. In truth, few if any of us are 
born with the abiliry to perceive danger
ous chemicals in our environment. Why? 
Because until the last couple of centuries, 
these substances were not present in the 
human environment. Our species has not 
had time to develop appropriate senses to 
register danger when encountering dan
gerous chemicals. 

Aside from my injury and its conse
quences, there is life's gift of perception. 
What is my responsibility for this un
asked-for present? That it is truly a gift I 
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have come to know experientially. If I 
could not perceive chemical dangers in 
my environment, I could not avoid them. 
Nonavoidance of chemical dangers leads 
to my immediate health breakdown of 
one son or another. My experiences have 
given me perspectives that I must share 
with my world. How shall do I do this? 

0 ne of the ways that Friends act re
sponsibly in accordance with their 
gifts-of insight, of spiritual trans

formation, of hope for our world-is to 
"speak truth to power." These words have 
lately been haunting me. What do they 
mean in the context of my life? Have I 
spoken my truths to the powers of this 
world? What, in my understanding, con
stitutes my life's truths-and to whom, or 
what, must I speak them? 

In my contacts with friends, I've spo
ken frankly about my need for a chemi
cally dean environment if I am to be a 
pan of their lives. I've also made many 
attempts to tell others that this is not my 
private malady; they are also in danger. In 
almost all cases, the real message my life 
speaks, the underlying spiritual truth to 
which it points, is not received. In com
municating with others who have been 

What we, the chemically 
sensitized, know-what we 
hove lived deeply and need to 
communicate to others-goes 
largely unheard. 

chemically injured and thus chemically 
sensitized, I find that they have the same 
expen ence. 

The conditions labeled "chemical in
jury" and "multiple chemical sensitivity" 
are seen by most in our culture (including 
medical practitioners) as an individual's 
health problems. Whatwe, the chemically 
sensitized, know-what we have lived 
deeply and need to communicate to oth
ers-goes largely unheard. A broader per
spective is needed in looking at our lives. 
We are saying to you that our individual, 
damaged lives are evidence of a corrosive 
pattern of choices and action, corporately 
and individually. Our lives point to a need 
for profound, all-encompassing change in 

everyone's mutual approach to life. Our 
lives illustrate deeper spiritual truths: what 
could be called the truth of our mutual 
situation. 

Fragrance usage and our culture's reli
ance on petrochemical products in gen
eral have seemed like trivial concerns to 
many Friends when issues of world peace 
are knocking at our door. Recently, in 
response to the events of September 11, 
2001 , many have become aware of the 
connection between our current war-torn 
world and our culture's reliance on petro
chemicals. Planetary peace depends upon 
our recognition that we are connected to 
one another in a web of life. We who are 
chemically sensitized are constantly im
pacted by decisions made by others, by 
our toxic environments, and by our 
culture's toxic mindset. The lives of the 
chemically sensitized speak this message: 
we are all one. If we do not respect the 
lives of the most sensitive and vulnerable 
among us, we follow a path to our mutual 
destruction. 

The lives of the chemically sensitized 
are but one example of the many ways 
lives have become disenfranchised by the 

policies and practices of our current cul
ture. Many of those so affected, the plants 
and animals of this world among them, 
have no audible voice to speak their truths. 

Let us, as Friends, look at our cultural 
conditioning to disregard those popula
tions few in number. Let us be sensitive to 
the minorities, to the individuals among 
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us, and to the messages inherent in their 
lives. It is only to individuals, human or 
otherwise, that the gift of life is given. 
Respecting and honoring "that of God in 
every one" is what brought Friends to
gether as a community. Now, because of 
our global economy and the threat of 
global destruction, we can see more clearly 
a spiritual truth often unrecognized by 
our predecessors: life is not an inherit
ance we can claim without honoring it in 
all of its expressions. Reverence for life is 
the message of all of our gifts, including 

that of our lives. 
John Woolman's journal has inspired 

me to keep trying to get my message to 
Friends, as a start. Without a community 
of caring and perception, the individual 
voice is soon silenced. If]ohn Woolman's 
voice had not been heard, that is, his 
message received in the hearts of at least 
some of his listeners, the Religious Society 
of Friends might not have come as a 
body to reject slavery when it did. It took 
several generations before Friends came to 
consensus that owning slaves was spiritu-

Friends and Fragrances 
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A the weather improves later in 
the year, more encounters with 
other Friends may take place as 

part of a traveling ministry, a weekend 
trip to a Quaker retreat center or li
brary, or simply a visit when passing 
through a town. But intervisitation 
can present problems for Friends 
with certain kinds of asthma and 
other conditions acquired from expo
sure to chemicals. 

The presence of chemical irrirants 
in conventional cleaning products may 
not surprise anyone. But few people 
may realize that products like room 

who plead for fragrance-free air. 
Despite this unaccountability, there is 

information available based on U.S. Envi
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) stud
ies. One study lists the 20 most common 
toxic chemicals found in fragrances, such 
as toluene and other benzene derivatives. 
This list, and the health effects of those 
chemicals, can be found on numerous 
Web pages, including: <http: //www 
.ourlittleplace.com/ chemicals.htmb. 

For those unfamiliar with the dangers 
of fragrance chemicals, I can offer some 
starter information. First, please be clear 
that I am not talking about allergies in the 

deodorizers and per
sonal fragrances, such as 
aftershave, cologne, and 

bv Ccrrv Clodck 
common sense of one's 
immune system overreact
ing to something inher. . 

scented lotions, contain toxins that 
pollute the air and make people ill. 
The effects can be sinus swelling, mi
graine headaches, asthma, flu-like 
symptoms, and other painful condi
tions that grow in severity with con
tinuing exposure. 

Because of trade secret laws, fra
grance manufacturers remain unac
countable for the toxins they produce. 
They do not have to include warning 
labels when using the same toxins dis
closed in cleaning products under 
right-to-know laws in workplaces. The 
absence of such warning labels gives 
false assurance of safety to consumers 
of fragrance products and unfairly in
vites skepticism towards individuals 

Gerry Glodek worships at Whittier (Iowa) 
Meeting. 
© 2003 Geraldine Glodek 

ently harmless to most people, like certain 
foods. Though fragrance chemicals pose 
an additional threat to people with aller
gies, I am talking about chemical toxins in 
the air that are harmful to everyone. T ak
ing an allergy remedy is as effective in this 
case as it would be for someone in a room 
where tear gas has been released. 

Please consider that there was a time 
when I and other Friends did not have 
this problem. We acquired it from expo
sure to toxins, and other people can, too. 
Consider us canaries like the ones taken 
down into coal mines to test for toxic air. 
We have keeled over as a warning to the 
sturdier occupants; sooner or later the 
harmful chemicals will do them in, too. 

It is of some value to ask already dam
aged Friends what produces typically make 
them ill, but keep in mind that an indi
vidual cannot predict all brands that may 
cause a severe reaction in oneself, let alone 

ally wrong. Will it take more disasters 
like that of September 11, 2001, to awaken 
us, as a culture, to the relationship be
tween our "American way of life" and 
planetary destruction? 

World peace knocks first at our indi
vidual hearts before it knocks at the hearts 
of our communities and our planetary 
consciousness. Change begins with recep
tiveness to truth in individual hearts. 

The process of"speaking truth" to re
ceptive hearts must, I think, necessarily 
precede "speaking truth to power." In our 

in another person. Because of the danger 
of toxins to all attending, what is needed is 
a broad commitment to healthy indoor 
air at Friends facilities and places rented 
by Friends for conferences and retreats
not a separate " accommodation" for those 
of us already clearly damaged by toxic 
chemicals. Our need for healthy air is not 
different from that of anyone else present; 
it is simply more urgent. For us, walking 
into a room filled with hair spray, body 
splashes, scented hand lotion, aftershave, 
scented candles, cologne, fabric softeners, 
perfume, room deodorizers, and cleaning 
chemicals is walking into an ambush. To 
protect ourselves from this onslaught, we 
have to get out. 

I hope a few people in every meeting 
will be willing to gather some information 
to discern if they feel any call to go for
ward in raising awareness in this matter. 
There are websites to help Friends be
come better acquainted with the dangers 
of fragrance produces and some safe alter
natives to using them. The EPA lists alter
natives to toxic produces at <http:/ I es.epa 
.gov/techinfo/fucts/safe-fs.htrnl>. The Pub
lic Broadcasting System has a Web page 
on the subject of pollutants at <http:/ I 
www. pbs. o rg/ tradesecrets/ resources 
.htmb. The U.S. Food and Drug Admin
istration website includes a plea filed by 
Amy Marsh of the Environmental Health 
Network (EHN) with the FDA regarding 
poilu tants in fragrances: <http: / I 
www. fda. gov/ ohrms/ dockets / dailys/ 
062599/c000113.pd.f>. 

Among concerns addressed by the 
EHN are the effects on children's learning 
and health, and the marketing of fragrances 
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current world, individual voices are ig
nored, drowned out by the constant bom
bardment of media-generated, corporate
controlled news. When an individual is 
heard at last by our world at large, it is 
because rus or her truth has been received 
in the hearts of enough people that it 
becomes impossible to ignore. It is only 
through our united efforts to "speak our 
truth" that the powers of this world will 
finally hear us. 

for those of us who have been chemically in
jured? Will we fmd family in you and true 
community? Can we speak our truths to you? 
Will you join with us in voicing the truth our 
damaged lives illustrate? Will you change your 
lifestyle practices and speak out against the de
structive chemical practices of our culture? 

With your support, we, the chemically aware, 
will speak our truth with our lives and with all 
our gifts of expression. Together, life will speak 
through us and open hearts to its truth. 0 

Will you, our friends, loved ones, and 
companions on life's journey, make a place r ------l' 
Our need for healthy air is not 
different from that of anyone else 
present; it is simply more urgent. 

to small children. Amy Marsh points out 
that the Miss Piggy line of fragrances is the 
marketing equivalent of the Joe Camel 
cigarette campaign to teens. Children, be
cause of their breathing rate and small 
body mass, are especially vulnerable to 
toxins. T hey, most of all, should not wear 
fragrances, breathe in room deodorizers, 
or wear toxins infused into their clothes 
by fabric softeners. Solvents Like toluene, 
commonly found in perfumed products 
and markers, alter the functioning of the 
brain and affect performance. Studies show 
that effects of such toxins can mimic true 
learning disabilities and lead to an incor
rect diagnosis of the difficulties some chil
dren have trying to concentrate in the 
presence of cleaning chemicals and in the 
wake of teachers' and classmates' perfumes. 

It is very, very important to read labels. 
If "fragrance" is listed as an ingredient, 
assume that the chemical formula con
tains toxins. Note that products labeled 
"unscented" typically contain fragrances. 
If you read the ingredients, you will usu
ally find "masking fragrance" listed. As
sume that the formula for that masking 
fragrance contains toxins. Keep in mind 
that the problem is not that some people 
find the scent unappealing- the smell may 
actually appeal to a person made ill by the 
chemicals in a fragrance. The strength of 
the scent is also irrelevant. 

I'm hoping to discover Friends' meet
inghouses, churches, libraries, campuses, 
retreat centers, and other Quaker facilities 
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that have made themselves fragrance-free. 
Since I'd like to make this information 
available to Friends who would find it help
ful, I am compiling a list of Quaker places 
where travelers can have a reasonable chance 
ofbreathing healthy indoor air. If you would 
Like your meetinghouse, church, or other 
Quaker facility to be listed as a fragrance
free place, please send the information to: 
Gerry Glodek, PMB 231, 221 E. Market 
Street, Iowa C ity, IA 52245; e-mail: 
<chemftee2travel @yahoo.com> 

I'm looking for ways to make this list 
available; for now, I can respond to requests 
by e-mail or post. 

I realize that visitors accustomed to wear
ing fragrances may show up at any time. 
Friends need to consider that if they don 
fragrances when they set out to worship 
elsewhere, visit Friends libraries, or partake 
in conferences, retreats, or committee meet
ings, chemically injured Friends will be faced 
with a difficult choice. They will have to 
depart altogether, or continually retreat to 
hallways and porches to dodge fragranced 
Friends. I can testify to the batde fatigue 
that results from these retreats. 

lntervisitation has long been an essential 
aspect of the ministry of Friends to one 
another. Please consider how the use of fra
grances is curtailing this treasured practice.D 

WHISPERS 

"May the peace of God 
disturb you always. " 

In the hills, 

the distant 

bleatings of sheep 

sound 

from time to time 

like an infant 

crying 

and one has to wonder 

if maybe, 

just maybe . . . . 

out there on 

the darkening hills 

some misbegotten 

or misunderstood 

voice isn't calling 

or weeping, hoping 

against rational hope 

that somewhere 

someone who hears it 

will answer. 

-MichaelS. Gkzser 

MichaelS. Glaser teaches at St. 
Marys CoUege of Maryland in 
St. Marys City, Md. 
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Is there an 
ALTERNATIVE 

to war? 

A must-read for anyone 
concerned about the endless cycles 
of wars and violence. 

Is there an alternative to our 
society's current answers? What do 
we mean when we say that God's 
love is stronger than our fears? 

A new book by a leading writer 
and thinker. In fresh, confessional 
language, Roth shares his 
convictions about Christian 
pacifism, inviting all Christians to 
consider this possibility. All the 
while humbly admitting the 
difficulties. 

Choosing Against War: 
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A Christian View 
'~ love stronger than our fears" 

by John D. Roth 
Paperback, $9.99 • 206 pages 

Good.Books 
At local bookstores or directly from the publisher. 

Call roll-free 800/762-7171 
P.O. Box 419, Intercourse, PA 17534 

Mastercard, Visa, Discover, and AmEx accepted. 
Shipping/Handling, add 10% ($3.00 minimum). 
Visit our secure internet srore: www.goodbks.com 

(check our weekly specials-35% off!) 

NOTE FOR FUTURE REFERENCE 

While saying the United States has made no firm commitment, he 
acknowledged that Israel is seeking to get F-16 fighter planes and Pershing 
missiles capable of delivering nuclear warheads. 

"They are on the shopping list, " the President said. 
(San Francisco Chronicle, Sept. 17, 1975) 

Women know about shopping lists; 

we 've been making them for years. 

You might have consulted 

any one of us 

before you mentioned 

the thing to the press. 

There's one principle to keep in mind: 

the important items have to do 

with continuity, 

replacement, 

sustenance, 

and change. 

We're out of milk and eggs. 

The batteries for the flashligtht 

won't work. The knees and seat 

are gone in the boys' jeans. 

The week 's menu needs variety 

i I we can afford it. 

We're suspicious of loss leaders 

and easy bargains. 

You have to think about the cost of th ings. 

--JeanneLoh~n~ 1976 

jeanne Lohmann is a member of 
Olympia (Wash.} Meeting. ':4n okl 
poem, "sk; writes, "but, sadly, stiO 
relevant. 
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Quaker Profile 

Joe Franko 
by Kara Newell 

J
oe. Fr~o b~came a Quaker through a 
bn~f fnendshtp w.ith Rick, a conscientious 
objector he met m Vietnam in the early 
'60~. As Joe describes it, "Vietnam was just 

r~tcheung. up. I bought the whole thing, hook, 
line, and smker-saving the world for democ
racy, rhe domino theory-and I enlisted." 

Through conversations with Rick, who 
~xpressed a genuine, respectful interest in learn
mg how Joe made his decisions about the war, 
Joe be~ to consider the war more critically. 
Then Rick was killed by "friendly fire"-a 
b~mb dropped on the children's hospital where 
Rick was performing his alternate service. 

Jo~ recalls, "It was like a bomb on my 
consCiousness! When I got out of the service I 
began to investigate these people called Quak
ers. I had a scholarship to Iowa State, and one 
of rh~ first things I did was go to a Quaker 
meetmg on the campus in Ames." 

The eldest of six whose mother was a 
schizophrenic and father an unskilled laborer 
Joe found little safety in his growing years. I~ 
~ruth, he spent .m~c~ time and energy provid
mg safety for hts stblmgs. At 17, he enlisted in 
rhe Navy, feeling he had no desire ever to "do 
family" again. Years later, he was shocked to 
realize that he wanted to be a father; his son, 
now 34, recently married and is a former 
Peace Corps volunteer. 

After taking a year's leave of absence from 
his tenured position as a mathematics profes
sor to serve as interim director of AFSC's 
Pacific Southwest Regional office, he felt led 
to ~pply for the position on a permanent 
basts. He got rhe job, spent four "wonderful 
years" at AFSC, and has now returned to his 
professorship. 

Joe Franko identifies himself as a "Christo
cent!i~ Qu~~r, not wounded by another 
Chnsnan rehg10us belief or practice and rhus 
able ,~o co~e to Ch~ist in a completely fresh 
way. He 1s gay, which he says "allows me to 
understand oppression, though not in the same 
way I would experience if I were black or a 
woman." Joe's participation in and clerking of 
F~ien?s for Lesbi~ and Gay Concerns helped 
~~m,?e toge~er ~~~sexuality and his spiritual
tty. In gay hfe, Its not often OK to admit 
chat you're a spiritual person- so many gay 
people have been deeply wounded by religion." 
" ~ a mathematician, he lives by the phrase, 
rhts I know experimentally," asking himself, 

Kara Newell a member of Reedwood Friends 
Church in Portland, Oregon, lives in Lansdowne, 
Pennsylvania. 
© 2003 Kara Newell 
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"~ I test my faith with my knowledge of 
realtty and see how it fits for me?" But what he 
loves most about being a Quaker is chat con
tinuing .revelation forces him to be constantly 
responsible for developing his spiritual life. 
. Joe. practices various spiritual disciplines, 
mlcudmg being with his dog. "My dog is 
totally open to the world; he teaches me by 
example about being in the world. His ap
proach to the world and to me is consistent, 
open,. never fake. I believe that God put 
dogs m rhe world as an example of uncondi
tional love." 

Enthusiastic about long-distance running, 
he has C?mpleted eight 100 mile races, as well 
as one stx-day race (300 miles). He also finds 
chat b~ing an amateur astronomer helps him 
take htmselfless seriously and find his place in 
rhe larger context of the universe. 

Joe has devoted some of his free time re
cently to a school in Pakistan for Mghan 
refugee girls. In the fall of2001 , he and Edith 
Cole went to their respective monthly meet
in.gs (he, Orange Grove, and she, Claremont) 
wtrh a concer~ to explore what work might be 
und~rtaken with Mghan refugees in Pakistan. 
Thetr contact was Edith's son-in-law, a Paki
stani mathematics professor. T heir monthly 
me~tings raised about $6,000 for Joe and 
~dtrh to take to Pakistan when they traveled 
m late January 2002. Joe says, "You know, 
Qu~ers talk ab~ut 'way opening?' Well, chis 
was like God bwlt a freeway for us! By April, 
we had opened a school. We had hired four 
teachers, a principal, and two night watch
men, and had built four classrooms and two 
ou~ouses in a refugee camp. About 300 girls 
are m rhe school, to which we're committed 
with the Pakistani Ministry of Education fo; 
three years." ' 

Joe Franko is both modest and honest. His 
interests are varied and his accomplishments 
numerable. A colleague says ofhim, "No mat
ter where I go, Joe Franko has lived there or 
been rher~!" Joe responds, "The one thing 
I would like on my tombstone or in my 
eulogy would be the phrase, 'He was not 
afraid to try."' 0 

WOOLMAN HILL 
New England Quaker Center 

Jesus, the First Quaker 
Jonathan Vogel Borne 
March 7-9 

Goodness: The Workshop 
John Calvi 
March 21-23 

New England Friends in 
Unity with Nature 
Bill Cahalan 
April4-6 

Listen! The Peaceable 
Kingdom Lives 
Elise Boulding & FWCC 
Aprilll-13 

Renewal in Silence 
Debbie Humphries 
April18-20 

107 Keets Road 
Deerfield, MA 01342 

413-774-3431 
info@woolmanhill.org 
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" I came to Pendle Hill with the Helen G. Hole 

Scholarship for Quaker Educators with twenty 
years of experience in social work and education. 
My involvement with various Quaker institutions, 
including Westtown and Germantown Friends 

Schools and Haverford and Bryn Mawr Colleges, 
informs my current work on diversity issues. I am 

also continuing my research on women's leader
ship roles in Friends' education." 

-Pam Williams, Resident Program student, 2002-2003 

Contact Bobbi Kelly to find out more: 
800.742.3150 (U.S. only) ext. 137 · 610.566.4507 ext. 137 · bobbi@pendlehill.org 

I PENDLE HILL 
A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 
338 Plush Mill Road · Wallingford, PA 19086 
www.pendlehill.org 

upport 
Quaker 

Is 

Encourage several inner-city 
Quaker schools. Your gifts help the 

schools create endowment via 
QICSEF 

Tax deductible. 
No operating expenses 

Contact: 

QUAKER INNER-CITY SCHOOLS ENDOWMENT FUND 
152 Crosslands Drive, Kennett Square, PA 19348 • (610) 388-6725 

The Meeting School 
56 Thomas Road, Rindge, NH 03461 

Organic Farm 
.~ rare breeds, active student involvement 

/ Caring Quaker Community 
putting faith into practice in our daily lives 

Progressive Secondary Education 
----- day/boarding, small classes, hands-on learning 

email:office@meetingschool.org ( 603) 899-3366 www.meetingschool.org 
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Witness 

Learning about 
Conscientious 
Objection 
by Nancy Lang 

ivist Frances Crowe of Massachusetts 
has worked on peace issues for several 

decades. She visited our meeting 
in Putney, Vermont, on June 21, 2002, with 
a message regarding the possibility of a 
new draft in the near future. I think she 
is dead right about this possibility, and I lis
tened closely. 

I was 15 years old when the Vietnam War 
was raging. Few young men were rushing to 
their local recruiter and enlisting in the ser
vice. They were confused by the war, and 
many took a stand against the fighting. With 
the blessings of our parents, my sister 
Marygrace and I ventured out into the world 
as peace activists, guitars in hand, eager to 
relay our message. We traveled to schools and 
college campuses where we sang the war pro
test songs of the '60s. 

Then the draft lottery came along. We sat 
glued to the TV screen with a room full of 
young people hoping and praying no one 
in the room would be called. We never 
thought our world would come to this: a day 
when a young man's birthday drawn in a 
lottery would mean the unthinkable-drafted 
into the armed service and shipped over to 
Vietnam. I remember looking at their faces, 
filled with anxiety and fear, wondering how 
our government thought it could turn these 
young people into soldiers. Just give them a 
gun and a uniform? 

We didn't hear a lot about conscientious 
objectors, although I know there were many. 
Rather, we heard about other ways to beat 
the draft: act crazy, arrive filthy and high 
on drugs, confess to being a homosexual. 
Many of these methods of getting out of 
the service were black marks on one's record 
that would stay with the young men for 
a lifetime. Who thought about tomorrow? 
We clung to the hope of the day, the promise 
of tomorrow. 

Frances Crowe arrived at Putney Meeting
house armed with stacks of material about 
the proper way to be a conscientious 
objector when faced with the threat of a na
tional draft. The first task for a conscientious 

Nancy Lang is a member of Putney {Vt.) 
Meeting. 
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objector is to establish one's objection, be it 
moral, philosophical, or religious. An objec
tor must be able to say what one is opposed 
to, and declare oneself a conscientious objec
tor early, declare it often, and act on that 
declaration. When registering with the Selec
tive Service at age 18, a young man will 
not have the opportunity to state his CO 
position until called for active duty-until 
a draft begins-so he must begin to build a 
file well in advance. He should collect 
letters and communications from teachers, 
friends, and churches all related to his beliefs. 
COs will have a very limited amount of 
time to get their claims in order once called so 
they should have their objections docu
mented with a file in place to back it up. 
The Center on Conscience and War has a 
"Basic Draft and Registration" packet that 
will help provide information about this pro
cess (address below). 

Community members can help with this 
issue by being present at high schools when 
the recruiters are present, setting up a presen
tation about COs and why this option may 
appeal to students. As schools increasingly 
welcome recruiters, more parents, reachers, 
and activists are beginning to challenge schools 
to reject the recruiters and all they promise. 

The evening concluded with words from 
Conrad Wilson, a member of Putney Meet
ing-a softspoken, gentle man who was a 
conscientious objector in World War II. 
Conrad shared his story about the process of 
being classified at that time as a CO and how 
his volunteer work overseas brought him to 
the horrors of a concentration camp in Ger
many where he sorted through the victims to 
save the living among the dead. His mother 
saved all the letters he had written to her, 
which he brought along to share with us. 
Missing from the letters were the words to 
describe the horrific scene before him, for 
there were no words in this young man's 
vocabulary to do so. 

Frances Crowe and Conrad Wilson are an 
inspiration. Their passion and enthusiasm for 
this work is evident. 

There are several organizations that work 
on this concern: Center on Conscience and 
War (NISBCO), <WWW.nisbco.org>, (202) 
483-2220; Cennal Committee on Conscien
tious Objection (CCCO), <www.objector 
.org>, (215) 563-8787 (Philadelphia, Pa.) or 
(510) 465-1617 (Oakland, Calif.);AFSCNa
tional Youth and Militarism Program, <WWW 
. afsc.org/youthmil/ choices/ co.htm>, (215) 
241-7176. 0 
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That will be your first thought when you 
see Broadmead. From the lovely pond 

and springhouse to the expansive trees 
and gardens, the beauty of the natural 
surroundings can only be surpassed by 

the warmth and vitality of the people 
who reside here. Located in the rolling 

hills of Hunt Valley, Broadmead is one of 
the most experienced Continuing Care Retirement 
Communities in Maryland. Our residents enjoy 
garden apartments, aU inclusive healthcare, 
weUness programs, sumptuous meals, interesting 
friends, and close proximity to the many cultural 
attractions of Baltimore. ~ 

Retirement living is at its 1.51 
best at Broadmead. ~ 

Broadmead is an inclusive accredited, not-for-profit Continuing Care 
Retirement Community founded and operated in the caring Quaker tradition. 

(j) Broadmead 
13801 YORK R OAD • COCKEYSVILLE, MD 21030 
410-527-1900 • www.broadmead.org 
TfYNoice- Maryland Relay Service: 1-800-735-2258 
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STUDIES ABROAD IH 
GLOBAL EDUCATIOH 

Are you a high school student interested in spending an 
academic year in India at one of the oldest international 
boarding schools in the world? Would you enjoy attending 
school with students from 32 countries? 

<• Outstanding academic preparation at fully accredited 
schools-northern or southern India-offering an 
American high school diploma, International 
Baccalaureate, AP Program and exams 

•:• Exciting, extra-curricular activities-music, art, drama, 
sports, hiking 

•:• Students take a Winter Tour of India and volunteer in 
community projects 

KW International , Inc . 
P.O. Box 1661 

Mukilteo, WA 98275 

Phone: (425) 353-8422 Fax: (425) 438-8951 
E-mail: mail@kwi.org 

Visit our website! www.kwi.org 
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lrin•s ••nr •mtiml 
Writers for each week offer 

biblically based readings. 
Published quarte~y and 

mailed to your home for a 
$16 annual subscription. 

.JI:lt 
1D 

BARCLAY PRESS 
211 N. Meridian It, #fOI , Newberg, OR 97132 
800 .962.4014 • www.bardaypress.com 

Ot~tr UIIOIU fnoritu: 
Meet the Friends by Paul Anderson, $2 pompijtt 

People Called Quakers by Arthor o. Roberts, $2 pompijtt 

Waging Peace by Ralph Beebe & john Lomoreou, $3.95 pampliet 

Unlocking Horns by David Niyonzima & Lon Fendo~ $12.95 

Why Friends Are Friends by Jack L w.ncurs, $9.95 

Catechism and Confession of Faith by Robert 8arctoy. $6.95 

Bardafs Apology by Robert Barclay (Dean Freiday, e<Jtor), $18 

Catching Their Talk in a Box by Betty M. Hockett. $5 

AVAilABLE FROM YOUR REGIONAL FRIENDS BOOK SELLER 

Make friends, 
make music 

at 

Friends 
Music 
Camp 

ages 10-18 
July 6 - August 3, 2003 

at Barnesville, Ohio 

For brochure and camp video: 
FMC, P.O. Box 427 

Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387 
Ph: 937-767-1311 or 937-767-1818 

musicfmc @yahoo.com 

What it means to be 
SELECT 

Curious 
Intellectual 
Articulate 

Accomplished 
Athletic 
Diverse 

FRIENDS SELECT 

Pre-K Through Twelfth Grade 
17th and The Parkway, Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-561-5900 ext. 104 • www.friends-select.org 
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Memoir 

Courage Then and Now 
by Barbara Grant Nnoka 

s a member of that generation of 
Friends who used World War II 

as a springboard for the growth 
and development of Quaker witness, I 
applied for and was accepted, at age 22, 
in the Reconstruction and ReliefTrain
ing Program at Haverford College. I was 
in the second group to go through the 
program, arriving on campus in Septem
ber 1944. 

T he program director was Douglas 
Steere, with whom we had almost daily 
contact for nine months. Rufus Jones 
was retired from the Haverford faculty, 
but lived on our campus and was espe
cially interested in my roommate and 
me because we were from Colby College 

E. Raymond Wilson (right) at Philadelphia 
Yearo/ Meeting, 1972 

in Maine, his home state. We had leisurely 
chats with him. Since the R and R program 
had been designed, in part, to support the 
relief work of American Friends Service Com
mittee, we (20 to 25 of us) had sessions with 
Clarence Pickett, then executive secretary. We 
also went to AFSC annual meeting in Phila
delphia, where I first saw Henry Cadbury. As 
Douglas Steere was intensely interested in 
Pendle Hill, we adjourned to that campus for 
weekends, where we had personal interactions 
with Howard and Anna Brinton. 

Then in 1947, after I had initially decided 
against an overseas assignment, I met E. 
Raymond Wilson of Friends Committee on 
National Legislation, with whom I worked 
for four years. That work included coaching 
Henry Cadbury in preparation for his testi
mony before the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee on the subject of the North At
lantic Treaty, which FCNL opposed. 

In 1947-8 I saw Friends of all ages, all 
areas of the United States, and all stations of 
life come to Washington to tramp around 
Capitol Hill to lobby against universal mili
tary training. I was aware that conscription 
was a very restricted issue with special mean
ing for the traditional peace churches. 

The country cenainly seemed ready to 
enter into the NATO alliance, and the few 
Q uakers in the 1949 FCNL annual meeting 
did not seem to me convincingly persuaded 
on the matter of mounting a major lobby 
effort in opposition when Raymond Wilson 
proposed opposing it. 

Barbara Grant Nnoka, a member of Friends 
Meeting of Washington (D.C.), celebrated her 
80th birthday kzst May. 

Nevertheless, Raymond Wilson told me 
that he and I were going to write a persuasive 
argument against NATO. Fortunately, he 
knew what the thrust of that publication was 
going to be, since the best I could do at the 
outset was follow directions. Except for the 
issues of conscripted military service, con
science, and related civil liberties issues, I was 
still a pretty conventional political thinker. 
He was going to pose questions and develop 
Quaker answers in the larger area of world 
politics and international organization, and 
he was even ready to dive into the economics 
of weapons trade and the need for world dis
armament. I filled in some of the information 
gaps for him and set out from scratch on a few 
questions with which he was having trouble. I 
was having trouble, too. I really was not ready 
to go where he was going. Once I took the 
whole manuscript to Elton Atwater, then on 
the history faculty at George Washington 
University, and asked him if it really made 
sense--or if we were going to be laughed at. 

We eventually produced a 32-page pam
phlet: "22 Questions and Answers about the 
North Atlantic Treaty." We printed one for 
every member of the Senate and tried to get 
meetings across the country to buy one for 25 
cents and discuss it. T he final Senate vote was 
82 in favor, 13 against. We never had a chance, 
but I have since realized we were right to try. 

Who in our time will say loud and clear 
that war is wrong, killing is evil, and that they 
believe in reason, reconciliation, in the pro
cesses of government, the rule oflaw, and the 
growth and development of international or
ganizations? If not Friends, then who? I write 
to give credit and honor to those who have 
gone before us and to invoke their courage 
and daring in our times. 0 
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Reflection 

On Being 
Needed 
by Heidi Eger Souza 

hen I first heard the meowings 
outside the garage door, then on 
e back porch, I thought, "Oh, no. 

There's no vacancy. Please, kitty, just go away." 
I churned with resentment, feeling put upon. 
We didn't ask for this; we didn't deserve this. 

Now, with my soft lap warmer soothing 
me as her purr motor runs continuously, I 
find her looking up at me with those melt
your-heart eyes, and, bursting inside with joy, 
I think to myself, "I don't deserve this!" I am 
blessed with this furry bundle on my lap and 
moving throughout my home. God's grace 
has not only visited but come to abide with us 
in the form ofTigger. N o, we didn't ask for 
her- we were not enthused when she came 
calling. We failed to recognize her as a positive 
gift; we just felt taken advantage of, since her 
arrival wasn't our idea, aware only of the 
added responsibility that taking her in would 
entail, oblivious to the fact that it was she who 
was doing a favor by coming to minister to us. 

What would have happened if it hadn't 
been cold that day and we had turned her 
away, not wanting to be needed, not realizing 
what we would have been missing in our life? 

And how often does God come calling in a 
form and at a time that we do not expect, 
seemingly asking something of us but really 
desiring only to get in the door in order to 
bless us? How often do we stop up our ears, 
harden our hearts, think, "not now, not me, 
some other time or some other person, there's 
no room at the inn," and miss the opportu
nity to receive the blessings that God desires 
to pour upon us? 0 

Heidi Eger Souza, a writer and pianist, is a 
member of Williamsburg (Va.) Meeting. She 
currento/ attends St. Thomas EpiscopaL Church 
in Bath, N C, where her husband is the rector. 
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Year of Grace: A Novel 
by Margaret Hope Bacon 
Margaret Hope Bacon brings us a poignant 
and courageous tale of an elderly, but active, 
Quaker woman coming to terms with her 
own mortality. "Bacon reminds us all how 
adventurous old age can be!" - Elise Boulding 

QP of FGC, 2002 
198 pp., paperback $12.95 

Sarah Mapps Douglass, Faithful 
Attender of Quaker Meeting: View 
from the Back Bench 
by Margaret Hope Bacon, 
foreword by Vanessa Julye 
Sarah Mapps Douglass, 19th-century M rican 
American scholar, educator, abolitionist, 
artist and faithful attender of Quaker 
meeting has much to say to Friends in the 
21st century. H er life remains a shining 
example of triumphing over many difficulties 
and living fully in the Light. 

QP of FGC, 2003, 44 pp., pamphlet $1 0.00 

"An Adventure for the Summer 
Memories for a Ufetime" 

••• 

Unique multicultural communities where every child feels important 

CAMP REGIS 

Co-ed 6-12 
APPLEJACK TEEN CAMP 

Co-ed 13-16 

Family owned and operated, specializing in first time campers. Friendly Quaker 
leadership since 1946. M ature, nurturing staff, dose supervision, ratio 1 to 3. 
Rustic cabins with fireplaces overlooking a majestic Adirondack lake. 
W arm, supportive, relaxed environment where the fun never stops. Over 50 
activities to choose from including sailing, water skiing (superb 3/4 mile 
private waterfront), all land sports, tennis (7 new courts), music, dance, drama 
(large theater), art, gymnastics, wilderness canoe and mountain trips, nature/ 
ecology (farm with animals), mountain biking, and much more! 
Teen Adventure Programs include tours to Canada, Cape Cod, and Maine. 
4- and 8-week sessions available with introductory 2-week program for 

younger, first-time campers. ACA accredited. For video and brochure: 

Michael F. Humes 
60 Lafayette Road West 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
(609) 688-0368 

• www.campregis-applejack.com 
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NEWTOWN FRIENDS 
SCHOOL 

"The accomplishments of adults 
begin as the dreams of children. 

Newtown Friends is a place 
where dreams begin." 

- NFS Mission Statement 

Pre-K to Grade 8 

For further information, 
call215-968-2225, or visit 
us at newtownfriends.org 

,4uttdttu( '~ tl.t ~tH>t!llj!MH£4,4ggodatiOH of 
~•toau ,4c.td<HtU: Sdtool• 

The Friends Camp in Bucks County 
• TWO WEEK SESSIONS • 

June through August 

Sleepover campJor boys & girls 8-13. 
Campers choose their own activities 

and live and play in a 
friendly, diverse community. 

FOR INFORMATION call 610-84 7-5858 
609 Geigel Hill Rd., Ottsville, PA 18942 
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friends@camponas.org I www.camponas.org 
ACA Accredited Camp 

CREMATION 
Friends are reminded that the 

Anna T. Jeanes Fund 
will reimburse cremation costs. 

(Applicable to members of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting only.) 

For information, write 
DORIS CLINKSCALE 

15 East McPherson Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19119-1617 

Life in the Meeting 

Meetinghouse Chairs 
by Rick Seifert 

O ur meetinghouse is going through a 
seemingly mundane transformation. 
An ad hoc committee has introduced 

new, molded stacking chairs to replace some 
of the old metal folding ones. 

The old ones are ubiquitous. We all know 
how to transform them from flat, folded ob
jects into chairs. You push down and out on 
the front edge of the seat and the front legs 
pop out from the back ones with a thunk. 
Ours are institutional brown, although I have 
seen them in puce, black, and other incon
spicuous hues. 

Sometime in the history of the meeting, a 
first generation of these chairs--ones with no 
padding on the seats-must have mer with 
disapproval, for now most of the folders have 
attached, brown leatherette cushions. Unless 
there is an unusually large gathering, the old 
uncushioned chairs stay stacked against the 
wall. 

Bur even the cushioned chairs cause prob
lems. They make themselves felt across the 
spine and beneath the thighs. Some Friends 
bring folding stadium seats, contoured "back
savers," and car pillows to soften the sitting. 

It must have been seeing these attempts at 
comfort that prompted the meeting to experi
ment with the modern, molded stacking chairs. 

Now when we enter the meeting room we 
are faced with a sea of brown chairs inter
spersed with the sleek blue newcomers. And 
we must choose. 

T he blue ones go fast, a mild incentive for 
arriving early. Not that one need feel guilty 

about raking them. The old 

) 
( J 

chairs were tolerated all those 
years by most of us. And 

some short worshipers 
actually prefer them. 

They fmd the new 
chairs too high . 

Besides- and 
this edges up to the 
larger point- the 

chairs we sit on are a 

miniscule part of the worship experience. Or 
are they? 

Not long ago, these comfortable new chairs 
amid the old, harder ones set my mind off on 
one of my tangential wanderings in the si
lence. I asked myself, as I sometimes do when 
pondering quirky Quaker concerns, what 
George Fox and early Friends would have 
thought about our chairs. 

Early Friends sat on fixed wooden benches, 
and many modern Friends still do. I have 
visited old meetinghouses, and the experience 
is different. There's a solidity, a permanence 
to the benches. You almost feel the presence 
of long-departed worshipers who sat on these 
same seats over decades of First Days. 

Friends have also met in homes. Early 
Friends were often forced there by the au
thorities. In modern times, a silent meeting in 
a home can mean comfort that would have 
been unthinkable to our forebears. More than 
once I have nodded off, cradled in the depths 
of some overstuffed lounger. 

Back in the meetinghouse, seating is sterner 
stuff, even with the new chairs. But are they 
stern enough? 

The question stems from a division I see 
within Quakerism. It can be found in most 
religions. On the one side is the mystical, 
comfortable, almost (but not quite) transcen
dental. On the other is the activist, assertive 
and almost (but not quite) afflicted. I see these 
traditional strains in our brown and blue chairs. 
The brown is the "hard" Quakerism that 
prods one's conscience to confront a host of 
social ills. The blue is the "comfortable" Quak
erism that elevates the soul, certain of that of 
God in all. 

Each of us finds some resting point be
tween these Quaker poles. We derive strength 
from both. Indeed each is dependent on the 
other for its own strength. What would our 
activism be without our spirituality? What 
would our spirituality be without our activism? 

Sometimes the chairs are alternated in a 
row-blue, brown, blue, brown. Choose one 
and you find the other to your right and your 
left. The "other" is always near, and someone 
is always seated there. 

Someday our meeting may replace the old 
brown chairs entirely with the new blue ones. 
I hope not, but if it does, I know that some 
part of me will be affiXed to that hard, brown 
seat, even as I settle myself into the blue. 0 

Rick Seifert is a member ofMultnomah Meeting 
in Portland, Oregon. 
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Reports and Epistles 

New England Yearly 
Meeting 
To all Friends everywhere: 

Friends of New England Yearly Meeting 
of the Religious Society of Friends send our 
loving greetings from the campus ofWheaton 
College in Norton, Massachuserrs, where we 
gathered August 3-8, 2002, for our 342nd 
annual sessions. This was a hot, messy, pas
sionate yearly meeting, and we believe this 
may be God breaking us open. Our theme 
was the prayer attributed to Francis of Assisi. 

Lord, make me an instrument ofyour peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy. 

Oh Divine Master, grant that I may not so 
much seek 
to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to 
eternal lift. 

In this year when injury and sorrow turned 
too often to hatred, distrust, and a rush to 
militarization, this prayer carries new urgency. 
Thomas Hamm's keynote address, "The 
Messy History of the Peace Testimony," dem
onstrated that Friends do not always agree on 
how to apply the Peace Testimony, but are 
dear that each individual must be obedient to 
the Light. Friends consistently speak truth to 
power, but must strive to do so in a way that 
speaks to the Light of God in all. 

The musical ministry of Annie and Peter 
Blood-Patterson blessed our meeting for wor
ship and Bible Half-Hours. They explored 
the prophetic call through Scripture, song, and 
vision. Singing the song, "Give Yourself to Love 
if Love is What You' re After," we realized we 
must make the commitment first, before we 
can live the message. They reminded us that 
being called is uncomfortable, and the mes
sage of the still small voice may be frightening. 

We devoted our opening business session 
to waiting worship, considering how each of 
us can become an instrument of God's peace. 
We prayed for hearrs and minds open to heed 
the call of the Holy Spirit, which may lead us 
to take actions far beyond our own feeble 
imaginings. Not every call is to immediate 
action. Sometimes, the call is to wait, to root 
ourselves, to probe the depths of our fai th, 
and to strengthen bonds of community. After 
this phase of deepening, we may move with 
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The wholesome alternative: 
an intellectually challenging college 

preparatory program within a 
supportive Quaker community. 

Olney Friends School 
www.olneyfriends.org 

1-800-303-4291 

Kendal-Crosslands residents nurture an 
array of life-affirming opportunities: 

•140 resident-directed interest groups 
•lifelong learning at the University of 
Delaware and West Chester University 

•two 11,000-volume, resident-run libraries 
• 300 acres with trails, woods, ponds 
•on-site concerts and lectures 
•local community volunteer opportunities 

Named as one of the nation's top 25 
continuing care retirement communities, 
Kendal-Crosslands is not-for-profit and 
Quaker-related. Full services, lifetime 
restraint-free health care. 

K:gNDAL~CROSSLANDS 
Communities 

610-388-7001 • 1-800-216-1920 
P.O. Box 100 • Kennett Square. PA 19348 

www.kcc.kendal.org 
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Open your child's 
mind to the world 

ABINGTON 
FRIENDS 
SCHOOL 

A Quaker coeducational 
day school grades 

Preschool through 12 

For more information, call 
215-886-4350 

575 Washington Lane • Jenkintown, PA 19046 

The Bible Association ofFriends 
in America 

since 1829 has offered Bibles, New Testaments, 
and Portions free or at cost to Friends 
institutions, individuals, and others worldwide. 
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Write to: P.O. Box 3, Riverton, NJ 08077 

"the small school that 
makes big people" 

Greene Street Friends School 
5511 Greene Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

• 
Pre-K through Grade 8 

Founded in 1855 

Please call TODAY for a 
tour. 215-438-7545 

power and clarity when the call to · 
act comes. 

Andrea Ayvazian led an ener-. . . 
glZlng everung session on racism 
in our culture and the Religious 
Society of Friends. She delineated 
a number of strengths, including 
some gifted leaders among us, a 
firm commitment to this work, . 
and a desire to hear and tell the 
entire story of Friends and rac
ism, even when painful and diffi
cult. She exhorted white Friends 
to examine white privilege. She 
encouraged us to move from an 
emphasis on achieving diversity in 
our meetings to making them oa
ses of anti-racism and working to 
dismantle the institutional racism 
that creates unearned advantages 
for whites in our society. Finally, 
she warned us that our Quaker 
culture, with its emphasis on love, 
harmony, and unity, seems al
lergic to conflict and anger. 
The hard work involved in 
combating racism raises strong emotions: fear, 
anger, guilt, and shame. We must actively and 
openly engage in dealing with pain and conflict. 

These words spoke to our condition. In 
efforts to protect community, we often ne
glect conflicts and deep wounds among us. 
T his became apparent in discussions regard
ing the Earth Charter, and how we provide 
for children with special needs. In discussing a 
minute on the tragic situation in Israel and 
Palestine, we came face to face with painful 
concerns about anti-Semitism among Friends. 
It is a struggle to to listen deeply and tenderly 
ro each other. In order to truly become 
instruments of peace, we must openly exam
ine our conflicts, and root out the seeds 
of war, of racism, and of all religious preju
dice. In interest group meetings, we were 
moved by stories from Friends who visited 
Kenya, Iraq, Jerusalem, and the Friends 
Schools in Ramallah. We heard inspiring sto
ries of Palestinians and Israelis listening to 
each other, evidence of tiny tendrils of love 
that survive at a time when greater peacemak
ing seems not yet possible. 

By the close of sessions when the weather 
had cooled, we passed a minute of concern on 
the Israeli-Palestinian situation, and endorsed 
the Earth Charter. As we work to "try what 
love can do," we must also try what struggle 
can do. How can we, as individuals and as a 
corporate entity, constructively deal with con
flict in ways that encourage future growth? 
How can we bring the prayer of Francis of 
Assisi alive in daily life? 

- In the Light, 
Friends of New Engkmd Yearly Meeting 

Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting 
Minute on Sustainability 

This minute was adopted by Yearly Meeting 
in session on August 2, 2002. 

We of Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting of the 
Religious Society of Friends believe that the 
web of life, and each being within it, are 
expressions of the Spirit. We further believe 
that all our actions resonate throughout the 
symphony of Creation, flowing through space 
and time. We affirm the inherent worth of the 
natural world and all its beings, beyond their 
economic value for humans. 

We recognize that the Earth community is 
in a crisis that is increasingly visible. We wit
ness the decline of world resources, and espe
cially biological diversity. With great concern, 
we witness an increase of toxic conraminants 
in our soil, air, and water. This exploiration is 
not in accord with good stewardship, which 
calls for us ro care for, protect, and preserve 
the Earth. 

As we search for the roots of these prob
lems, we keep coming back to ourselves. We 
see industrial production spiraling out of con
trol and personal consumption increasing at 
an intolerable rate. These are not in accord 
with our Testimony of Simplicity. 

The disparity in right sharing continues to 
grow. We know that the poor of the world 
bear the greater hurt. Toxins find their way far 
more often into the lives of the poor. As 
increasing production and consumption am
plify the impact of continuing population 
growth, the rich are gerring richer and the 
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*1-lRoad West Richmond. IN 47374 
www.eartham.edu 

Do you have an idea for peace and justice? 
Then why not apply for a New Initiatives Fund grant? 

Each spring and fall, the AFSC Central Region's New Initiatives Fund 
(NIF) provides small grants to Friends meetings, individuals and groups 
working on peace and justice projects. 

To apply, you need to live in the region (Texas, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, Missouri, Kansas, Colorado, Nebraska, South Dakota, North 
Dakota, Iowa and Minnesota). You do not need to be an official 
organization to apply, and the application process is relatively simple. 

Please contact the Central Regional Office (see below) or visit the NIF 
website at http://www.afsc.org/cro/cr_nif.html for further details. There you'll find an application form and a 
listing of previous recipients. People and groups considering projects dealing with the expanding war against 
Iraq, the "war on terrorism" and the assaults on civil liberties in the U.S. are especially encouraged to apply. 

The next deadline for NIF applications is March 31, 2003. 
Send completed applications to: 

AFSC Central Regional Office-New Initiatives Fund 
4211 Grand Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50312 

phone: 515-274-4851 , ext. 23 • fax: 413-702-6621 • e-mail: JKrieg@afsc.org 
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~kman Assisted Living 
since 1891 

In addition to The Hickman's 
"not too big, not too small" 
size, Bill and Becky Mcilvain 
liked the retirement 
community's in-town location. 

"There are so many things 
you can do within walking 
distance. We're still driving nm, 
but the day will come. . . . " 

Quaker-Sponsored • Homelike • Affordable • Close to Town • Welcoming Diversity 

400 N. Walnut St., West Chester, PA 19380 
610-696-1536 

e-mail: hickman@thehickman.org 

www. thehick:man.org 

FRIENDS CAl\IP 
South China. :\Iaine 

hIt p :// \\ \\ \\ .fr·i l' ndsram p.o r g 

Ages 7 -17 
Coed - Residential 

The 
Storehouse 
Collection 
ot Memories 

.. . a Life Story service to help you 
savor your memories, tell your story 
and create a beautiful book-
a legacy for generations to come. 

A unique camp program which includes in
ternational campers, Quaker community liv
ing , decision making, crafts, drama, sports, 
water activities, and other creative programs. 

We Invite your Inquiries. 

Marty Walton a Unda Lyman 
5488 Woodbridge ln. 
Dayton, OH 45429 
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Susan Morris, Director 
PO Box 84, 

East Vassalboro, ME 04935 
(207) 923-3975 

smorris@pivot.net 

r -i' ~ Moving? 

(800) 738·8599 

llfebooks@aol.com 
www.storehousecollectjon.com 

Members, Association of Personal Historians 

Please let us know 8 weeks in advance. Send us your address 
label if possible. Otherwise, be sure to include your name and 
old zip code as well as your new address. ~ 

FRIENDS JouRNAL, 1216 Arch Street 2A, Philadelphia, PA 
19107-2835 • Phone: (215) 563-8629 • F11X: (215) 568-1377 
E-mail: info@friendsjournal.org 

poor, poorer. This is not in accord with our 
Testimony of Equality. 

We are therefore called to walk more gen
tly on this Earth. The right sharing of the 
world's remaining resources requires that we 
in "overdeveloped" nations reduce our present 
levels of consumption and pollution, so people 
in nonindustrial nations may live better, and 
so ecological systems may heal. Living more 
simply can be a source of enrichment for 
ourselves as well, as it opens us to more direct 
and grateful contact with the mysteries oflife 
and therefore with the Spirit. 

But our individual efforts toward simplic
ity are not enough. For deep changes to occur 
in our corporations and governments, we must 
also speak and act as a religious community. 
We especially want to stop blind expansion, 
beginning in our own neighborhoods and 
home region. We must instead support eco
logically sustainable activity, that which will 
allow future generations to flourish. The route 
to sustainability is not clear. Historically, we 
have misjudged the results of our actions. But 
for any activity to be sustainable it must, at the 
very least, withdraw renewable resources no 
faster than their natural sources are replenish
ing themselves. It must also replace the use of 
nonrenewable resources with renewable alter
natives, and release pollutants no faster than 
they are being recycled by nature. 

• As a first step we minute our commitment to 
live more sustainably. 

• We will speak and act both as individuals, 
and as a religious community, for the cause 
of sustainability. 

• We will encourage and join with other spiri
tual and social groups in similar action. 

• We will strive for deep structural changes in 
our communities, corporations, and govern
ments. 

• We affirm all beings and elements, beyond 
humans alone, as unique embodiments of 
the C reator, the Ground of all Being, who 
inspires us and enables us to change our 
lives. 

We take these first steps toward speaking 
truth to power, even when it is to ourselves. 
We will seek further leadings as the Light 
guides the way. We will strive for sustainable 
lives in order that all living beings, as well as 
those yet to be born, might flourish. 

-Reprinted from BeFriending Creation, 
newsletter of Friends Committee on Unity 
with Nature, November/December 2002 
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Books 

Year of Grace 
By Margaret Hope Bacon. QJuzker Press, 
2002. 191 pages. $12.95/paperback. 

When I try to help untangle the subtleties 
of Quaker faith and practice for my srudents 
at Haverford College and Pendle Hill, I often 
make an oversimplified distinction berween 
"Quakerism" and "Quakerliness," the former 
having more to do with theology and faith, 
the latter referring more to some stylized hab
its and behaviors adopted by many Friends to 
provide ourward evidence of theology and 
faith: patterns of dress and consumption, lan
guage, political positions, and the like. 

Often I assign fiction abour Quakers and 
Quaker life to stimulate discussion about these 
concepts. Next time I teach, however, I will 
surely steer my students to Margaret Hope 
Bacon's new novel-yes, novel!-Year of 
Grace, for it catches the essence of both Quak
erism and Quakerliness. 

The many readers who know and admire 
Margaret Hope Bacon as a deeply committed 
historian of Friends can now see her com
mand of another genre. In this first work of 
fiction, she concentrates and personalizes both 
Quakerism and Quakerliness in the person of 
Faith Smedley, who is navigating her way 
through the final year of her life. One could 
imagine that a story about the approach of 
death might be off-purring, but this novel is 
not just about death. Rather, its verbal snap
shots of D elaware Valley Friends lives can 
help us contemplate where Quakers are to
day, some of how we got here, and the chal
lenges-including death-as we sort out 
Quaker faith ftom stereotypical Quaker be
haviors. 

In a delicate, witty, tender, and beautifully 
nuanced narrative, Margaret Hope Bacon rack-
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v1t Foulkeways Retirement 
Community, no one is ever 
left out in the cold. Not with 
all the wonders that await our 
residents in the great indoors. 

Step out of your warm and 
inviting apartment or 
spacious cottage, and join 
the fun and excitement in 
the numerous activities that 
Foulkeways offers, including: 
painting, woodworking, 

indoor Wimbledon, green
house gardening, computer 
training, swimming in our 
indoor pool, and (whew) 
much, much more. Stretch 
your mind, as well-thanks to 
Foulkeways' guest speakers 
and well-stocked library.ln 
short, cabin fever isn't cured 
with the life care that awaits 
you at Foulkeways-it never 
gets started. 

For more information about 
Foulkeways' affordable lifestyle, 
you're invited to call Nancy B. 
Gold, Director of Admissions, 
today at 215-643-2200. 

1120 Meetinghouse Road • Gwynedd, PA 19436 
E-mail: admissions@foulkeways.org 

Visit our web site! www.foulkeways.org 
foull<eways' at G~ does not di5aiminaU! on the basis ol race. color. religion. 

national origin, sex. handicap 01 famHi&l status. 
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Defining Sue 
Julie Lytt n '02 
UniversitJ of Pennsylvania 

Cis' 

Cum Laude, National Merit r"'·~~--~ 

Drama S age Crew, Gay 

Varsity rnce, Religious Life 

Selmah Goldberg '02 
MiddlebtJ~y College 
Varsity tennis Most Valuable Player, 
Junior va.rsity Softball, Student Council 
Senior Representative, Orchestra 

David Gershkoff '02 
Yale Univer ity 

Cum Laude, ~thematics Achievement 
Award, Phi Be{\ Kappa Award, National 
Merit Finalist. Miildel UN, Drama, Chorus, 
Vocal Ensemble, ~\.ce Olympiad 

228 Old Gulph Road, Wynnewood, ----Middle/Upper School - Grades 5- 12 
1101 City Avenue, Wynnewood, PA 19096 

Call (610) 649·7440 or 
visit www.frlendscentral.orq 
for more Information. 

Featuring: Skilled Nursing Care • Private Residential Living • 
• Patient, Supportive Staff • Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy • 

• Medicare/Medicaid Certified • 

Introducing The Village 
Apartments and Cottages for Seniors 

ss6-769-.5oo 
Call for more information 

P.O. Box 457 Friends Drive Woodstown, NJ 08098 

les marriage, infidelity, politics, inter- and 
intra-family tensions, dress and consumption 
habits among Friends, environmentalism, class 
and racial prejudice among Friends, the inter
national work of American Friends Service 
Committee, fai th, and physical pain. She does 
this with amazing nimbleness, creating a story 
that is at once a graceful and wide-ranging
and a dramatic page-turner. Historians usu
ally have little practice in writing dialogue, yet 
she has somehow caught just the right ca
dence, giving her characters totally believable 
conversation as they confront a collage of 
international war and injustice, violence and 
social myopia in their own community, as 
well as love, anger, spirituality, and family 
celebrations in their private lives. 

The novel, which is framed by the Viet
nam War and the events of the late 1960s, is 
inrerrwined with the changes of the seasons 
and the marking of Christmas, Thanksgiving, 
and the spring thaw, while also focusing on 
the complex humanity and spiritual growth 
of one woman and her commitment to live 
life to the fullest, even as she sees it waning 
before her. 

Margaret H ope Bacon's loyal following, as 
well as those who haven't yet discovered her, 
have a treat in store. 

- Emma Lapsamky 

Emma Lapsamky, a member ofLamdowne (Pa.) 
Meeting and curator ofthe Quaker Collection at 
Haverford College, also teaches Quakerism courses 
there and at Pendle Hill Her book, Quaker 
Aesthetics, co-edited with Anne Verplanck, has 
recently been published by University of Pennsyl
vania Press. 

The Poetry of Piety: 
An Annotated Anthology 
of Christian Poetry 
By Ben Witherington III and Christopher 
Mead Armitage. Baker Academic, 2002. 175 
pages. $16.99/paperback. 

A poet friend of mine claims that poetry is 
the only writing truly done to the glory of 
God. She says this partly tongue in cheek, 
saying that nobody but God cares for poetry, 
otherwise it would pay better. Whether she's 
right or not, there certainly is a wealth of 
spirituality running through much poetry. 

Ben Witherington and Christopher Mead 
Armitage have assembled works by 28 poets 
ranging from John Donne to John Updike. 
For each they've presented a brief biographi
cal statement, a poem, essays on both the 
poetry and the piety, and questions for reflec
tion. The poems' themes are broad, ranging 
from resurrection to the nature of worship, co 
prayer, to creation, and more. 
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Some of the poems are best known as 
hymns, but here they are presented as they 
first appeared, with their original titles. John 
Newton's "Amazing Grace" is read with new 
eyes as a poem entitled "Faith's Review and 
Expectation." Likewise, Isaac Watt's "Cruci
fiXion to the World by the C ross of Christ 
(Galatians 6:14)" reads differently than does 
"When I Survey the Wondrous Cross." 

It's also interesting to see the progression 
in poetry from the obvious piery of the early 
poets, such as John Donne's "Teach me how 
to repent; for that's as good/As if thou hadst 
sealed my pardon, with thy blood," to the 
more questioning verse of the moderns, like 
Peter Kocan, who laments, "This faith, al
though I lack it, is my own,/Inherent to the 
marrow of the bone. ITo this even the unbe
lieving mind/Submits its unbelief to be de
fined." Along this pilgrimage through poetry, 
the reader encounters poets famous (Ted 
Hughes) and less well-known (Phyllis Wheatley, 
an 18th-century African American) . One no
table omission, especially for Friends, is John 
GreenleafWhittier, whose poems would have 
been a welcome and valuable addition to this 
collection. Another is the lack of women po
ets--only five are represented here, with Anne 
Bradstreet notably missing. 

The questions for reflection are the weak
est part of this anthology. Many of them are a 
bit too simplistic. Still, they could lead a cre
ative, thoughtful reader or group into deeper 
thinking or discussion of the themes. I recom
mend this volume for Friends who love po
etry. Its use of poems addressing the broad 
themes of fai th also makes it a valuable cur
riculum piece for adult education classes or 
First-day schools. 

-Brent Bill 

Brent Bill is FRIENDS j OURNAL's assistant book 
review editor and author ofimagination and 
Spirit: A Contemporary Quaker Reader 
(Friends United Press, 2002). 

In Brief 

Bringing God Home: Exploring 
Family Spirituality. 
By Mary Kay Rehard. Pendle Hill Pamphlet 
#362. 39 pages. $4. In this pamphlet, Mary 
Kay Rehard draws insights from her own 
explorations of family spiritual life, and from 
the wisdom of prayerful religious communi
ties such as Taize and L'Arche, to inspire all of 
us to bring prayer and spiritualiry into our 
own homes, families, and everyday lives. In 
addition to her personal experiences with her 
own children and with community, she has 
evidently reflected long and deeply on the 
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It's About Them. 
Join our close-knit community of 160 students. 

(609) 714-0100 
callighrf@medleas.com 

• MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES • 

• INSCRIPTIONS • SCROLLS • 

22 New Freedom Rd., Medford, NJ 08055 

Do you have something you want 
to p romote? 

Advertise here! 
Place an ad in FRIENDS 

f RIENDLY 
FLAUTIST 

-FOR HIRE -

j OURNAL 

It's a good 
way to 
reach 
people who 
share your 
interests ALL OCCASIONS 

and concerns. 

• Grades 6-12 
• Boarding Options Available 
• 8-to-1 Student/Faculty Ratio 
• Just 75 Miles North of NYC 

Oalzwood 
FR IEND S . SC HO OL 

Poughkeepsie, New York 

1-800-843-3341 
www.oakwoodfriends.org 

~ 
~ VTDVDJJ1\'_£ Retreat a n d 
XOk ~1\f\1\llJl.JL StudyCcn rcr 

A place for Peace and Justice for 
over 60 years. 

Coming Soon! 

Peace Be With You: 
Following Jesus on the Road 

of Nonviolence 
Jolin Dear 
April 2 - 4 

Disarming Our Hearts: 
The Way of Active 

Nonviolence 
Janet Cllisllolm 

June 5-8 

Making a Living While 
Making a Difference 

Melissa Everett 
July 18-20 

33 



34 

fJ!lmnS 
- j ULY 200CI 

464 I Roosevelt Ooulev.ml 
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1-800-889-0548 or 2 15-831 -4600 
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Learning for Life-Learning with Joy 

teachings of various Christian traditions, and 
she quotes thoughtfully from Scripture and 
from the writings of Thomas Merton, Jean 
Vanier, Brother RogerofTa.ize, and others. In 
asking questions like, "How does my faith 
shape my actions?" "What kind ofhome envi
ronment am I creating for my children?" 
"What is my vision of our family life together?" 
Mary Kay Rehard challenges herself and us to 
reach beyond our preoccupations and find 
prayer and a sense of the presence of God in 
all that we do, and especially in the time we 
share with children. Although she concludes 
with some suggested readings and prayers, it 
seems that the aim of this pamphlet is more to 
encourage us and to remind us of what is 
important and what is possible than to instruct 
us directly on how to go about practicing 
family spirituality. This is the kind of guid
ance that can be taken to heart by any Quaker: 
"We must approach prayer in the family as we 
approach all of life, as experimental." 

-Kirsten Backstrom 

Writer Kirsten Backstrom is a member of 
Multnomah Meeting in Portland, Oreg. 

17th Century Remarkable 
Quaker Youth 
By Barbara Luetke-Stahlman. Barbara Luetke
Stahlman, 2001. 137 pages. $15/spiralbound. 
This book was an ambitious project. And al
though it would benefit from some rewriting 
and more careful editing, it presents early 
Quaker history through the stories of George 
Fox and other young men and women who 
became convinced and set out to preach and to 
wimess. Many contemporary photos, prima
rily of youth, as well as slogans, pieces of news, 
poems, and questions for "thoughtful discus
sion" break in to the historical text and spur 
the reader to ask what today's activist Quaker 
youth might learn from the equally youthful 
founders of Quakerism. A short bibliography 
and teaching devices round out the book. I 
worry that at times the book invites a simplis
tic reading; nevertheless, it would make a fine 
study project for teens and a few seasoned 
guides. It has the potencial to stimulate youth 
to question their own spiritual lives in ways 
significant both to them personally and to 
Quakerism, and they might contribute to the 
conversation by sending the author written cor
rections and comments, as she has requested. 

Doing Democracy: The MAP 
Model for Organizing Social 
Movements 
By Bill Moyer, with joAnn McAllister, Mary 
Lou Finley, and Steven Soifer. New Society 
Publishers, 2001. 227pages. $1695/paperback. 
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Bill Moyer's 40 years as a full-time activist and 
Quaker informs every page of this book. He 
makes dear that "social change has to include 
deep changes . . . within each activist and 
movement organization" and that the Move
ment Action Plan (MAP) "grows out of the 
practice of nonviolence." He outlines the vari
ous roles people play in activist movements 
and the stages of a movement, helping readers 
to understand their own particular roles over 
time. Remarkable for its clarity of thinking, 
presentation, and style, the text is accessible to 
students and will also stimulate sophisticated 
readers. A glossary, notes, extensive bibliogra
phy, and full index add to its value. The book 
would make excellent reading for a diverse, 
intergenerational study group. 

In the Shadow of William 
Penn: Central Philadelphia 
Monthly Meeting of Friends 
By Margaret Hope Bacon. Central Phikulelphia 
Monthly Meeting, 2001. 84 pages. $12/paper
back. For this book, Margaret Hope Bacon 
read 270 years of minutes; however, the rich
ness of her previous reading and writing in 
Quaker history adds a valuable depth and 
roundedness to her history that one seldom 
finds. The book should interest anyone who 
wants a grounding in the history of Philadel
phia Friends in the late 1600s, their meeting
houses, schools, schisms-primarily the 
Hicksite-Orthodox split-and the beginnings 
of several major Friends organizations. I par
ticularly appreciated reading about the 
meeting's attitudes towards those who took 
various stands during wars, of the care meet
ings took of members, and of the high value 
placed on keeping promises. The style is both 
inviting and rewarding. A select bibliography 
and an extensive index increase the text's value. 

Mysticism and Social 
Transformation 
Edited by Janet K Ruffing. Syracuse University 
Press, 2001. 220 pages. $24.95/paperback. The 
authors of the essays in this book argue for the 
unity of contemplation and action, remind
ing readers that to do transforming work in 
the world, the individual and the religious 
institutions must renew themselves-the in
dividual by becoming clear with God and the 
institutions by adapting to "the changed so
cial contexts of modern life." A complete in
troduction, substantial but readable essays, 
works cited, and index make this a valuable 
resource in the theory of mysticism and ac
tion, and in understanding better some of its 
most famous practitioners, including Francis 
of Assisi, Meister Eckhart, Teresa of Avila, 
Ignatius of Loyola, and Pedro Arrupe. An 
accessible book, it should be of much help to 
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er of religious institutions, and has been pro

tecting Friends houses of worship and schools 

for more than 20 years. In fact, since 1979, 

GuideOne has been the Friends Insurance 

Group property and casualty insurer of choice. 

To arrange for a FREE premium quotation, and 

to learn more about GuideOne Insurance, call 

1-877-448-4331 ext. 5429. 
Ci~eO:;. 

tnsur~n<e 

March 16-21 
Beyond Diversity 101 

with Niyonu D. Spann 

March 21-23 
Faith and Medical Ethics 

with Keith Do~yns, D.O., and Richard Davis 

April4- 6 
Nurturing Young Friends 

Coming of Age in the 
Quaker Community 

with Kri and j ohanna Anderson 
Co-sponsored with the Friends General Conference 

Religious Education Committee 

April13-18 
God 

with Paul Rasor 

April20-25 
Writing Our Memoirs 

with Margaret Hope Bacon 

A QUAKER CENTER FOR Sl1JDY AND CONfEMPIATION 
338 Plush Mill Rd ·Wallingford, PA 19086 
ext. 142 • (800) 742·3150 (US) or (610) 566-4507 (worldwide) 
registrarilpendlehillorg • www.pendlehill.org 

/Jit/.J'Oll miss the special October issue. "Friemls ami Pri.wms"? 

The "Friends and Prisons" issue is a compelling 
look at prison through the eyes of prisoners and 
chose who care deeplr about them. We have primed 
additional copies o rhis issue for those who are 
involved in prison service work and those who 
wish to learn more abour this concern. Order 
additional copies now. 

Quantiry 

1-5 
6-25 
26-50 
51+ 

Price per copy 

$3.00 
$2.70 
$1.95 
$1.50 

Price reflects copies of 
the same issue. 
CaU for discounts on 
multipk issues. Prices 
include shipping and 
handling. 

For fastest service, caU tollfree (8oo) 471-6863. 

Please send me copies of the 
special issue "Friends and Prisons." 
Nrune ______________________ __ 

Adilless ____________________ __ 

Ciry ______________________ _ 

State/Zip--------------------

Enclosed is my check for$ --------
Pkase charge my 0 Master Card 0 VISA 

Account # FRIENDS 
Expiration Dare JOURNAL 
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studio apartment 
comes with 

3 living rooms, 
3 dining rooms, a library, 
game room, craft room, 

fitness center, concert hall, 
greenhouse, patio, fields, 

meadows, woods 
and a river. 

Pennswood Village - a retirement community 
in historic Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

Penns wood Village provides a complete range of housing and 
health care accommodations. Quaker directed, we believe in 

a vibrant environment enriched by our timeless Quaker values. 

Pennswood Village 
1382 Newtown-Langhorne Rd., 

Newtown, PA 18940-2401 

Call Judy Dzelzkalns for information 
www.pennswood.org 

Toll Free (888) 454-1122 
(215) 504-1122 EQUAL HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY 

Are some Q]taker perspectives on 
the wrong track? 

36 

D o you want to know what sincere Quakers think, who truly 
advocate peace, justice, and the poorest of the poor, but who 

think many Quaker perspectives are on the wrong track? 

Try reading The Qftaker Economist, a free weekly on-line news 
commentary on peace, justice, and world affairs, somewhat different 
from the usual Quaker line. 

Fifty-seven letters have now been published and appear on the e
mails of 450 subscribers, mostly Quakers. To see them all on-line, 
visit h ttp://tqe.quaker.org. To subscribe (free), send an e-mail to 
tqe-subscribe@quaker.org. 

• •• 
To see the first 48 in print, send a check to Jack Powelson, 4875 Sioux 
Drive, # 001 Boulder, CO 80303, for $5 per copy, plus mailing 
costs of $2 for the first copy; plus $ 1 for each additional copy. Ask for 
'The Quaker Economist. " 

Friends today striving to serve God and our 
brothers and sisters. 

Quakers: Ordinary People, 
Extraordinary Lives 
By Dean C T. Bratis. Glenmoore Corporation, 
2001. JOB pages. No price given/paperback. I 
hope that many of us give similar tribute to 
the members in our meetings, either in our 
journals or our prayers. Dean Bratis's book 
inspires us to recognize the loving gifts so 
many people freely offer us, even if they have 
"clay feet." Sections of the book will particu
larly interest Friends who practice healing. 
Numerous editing errors can be overlooked. 

Levi Coffin, Quaker: Breaking 
the Bonds of Slavery in Ohio 
and Indiana 
By Mary Ann Yannessa. Friends United Press, 
2001. 74 pages. $10/paperback. This will bean 
excelJenc study book for youth for it folJows 
the life ofl.evi Coffin, a commined abolition
ist from age seven until his death at age 79 in 
1877. His is a story that ought to be as welJ 
known as John Woolman's, not only to youth 
but to adults as welJ. Levi Coffin and his 
family worked tirelessly in many capacities in 
the movement, finding their work as they 
were calJed. Often in danger or out of favor, 
Levi Coffin became respected for his simple 
determination, humor, and joy. Informing, 
inspiring, easy to read-and do not skip the 
appendices. 

-Sharon Hoover 

Sharon Hoover is a member of Alfred (NY.) 
Meeting. 

Also of Interest 

Servant Leadership: A Journey into the Na
ture of Legitimate Power and Greatness. 
25th anniversary edition. Essays by Robert K. 
Greenleaf, edited by Larry C. Spears. Paulist 
Press, 2002. 370 pages. $22.95/hardcover. 

Why Friends are Friends: Some Quaker Core 
Convictions by Jack WilJcuts. Barclay Press, 
2002. 98 pages. $9.95/paperback. 
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News 
Elizabeth Boardman, clerk of San Francisco 
Meeting, participated in a Voices in the Wd
derness peace team visit to Iraq from De
cember 19 to 30, 2002. The multinational 
team of 28 included Catholics, Protestants, 
Quakers, and Mennonites. They staged a 
candlelight vigil at the Al T aji Power Station 
and reminded the U.S. military that bombing 
it would be a war crime. In Basra, the Iraqi 
city closest to Kuwait and a prime target for 
past and future U.S. bombs, five team mem
bers attended Christmas Eve Mass. On Christ
mas, they shared lunch with 15 Muslim and 
Christian clerics and one other woman from 
the U.S., with food spread out upon carpets in 
a mosque. Elizabeth Boardman fed and held 
children in an orphanage where other peace 
team members were working. She encoun
tered two groups from Japan and several from 
other U.S. religious organizations, as well as a 
team of U.S. doctors and a group of young 
people doing videography. Since her return to 
San Francisco she has been urging her fellow 
citizens to tty to avert a war on Iraq. She 
writes, "A change in leadership is surely desir
able in Iraq, but war on the helpless citizens of 
Iraq is not the answer. 'Smart bombs' that 
'only' knock out the roads, bridges, power 
plants, water, and sewer systems ofren just 
slow down the process of dying. Please, dear 
friends, join me right away in expressing your 
concerns to our government. There is only a 
short time left. My trip to Iraq will be effective 
only if all our voices are heard." -Carol 
Verbu~ atterzder, San Francisco (Calif) Meeting 

On December 10, 2002, the 54th anniver
sary of the UN Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, antiwar activists participated 
in more than 150 events in 37 states to show 
that many people in the United States oppose 
war on Iraq. Some, working with the Iraq 
Pledge of Resistance, chose the day to launch 
a campaign of civil disobedience. Dozens of 
activists opposing a war with Iraq were arrested 
on charges of civil disobedience across the 
country, including arrests for blocking the 
entrance to a recruiting center in Washingron, 
D.C. In New York City, 99 people were ar
rested for blocking the entrance to the U.S. 
embassy at the United Nations. Communities 
across the country chose many different ways to 

raise visibility of the antiwar sentiment, includ
ing rallies, vigils, and teach-ins. Visit AFSC's 
Iraq Peacebuilding Program for more details: 
<WWW.afsc.orgliraq/Defaulr.htm>. -AFSC 

Friends United Meeting in Richmond, Indi
ana, is in the process of answering concerns 
raised by Baltimore Yearly Meeting (BYM) 
about "the respective roles, responsibilities, 
and authority of FUM staff and commit
tees." BYM, affiliated with FUM and also 
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• Private Rooms, Suites and 
Apartments 

Personalized Care in the 
Quaker Tradition 

Since 1896 

A Quiet, 
Home-Like Setting in a 
Beautifully Landscaped 
Atmosphere 

• Recreational Activities 

• 24 Hour Security 
• Assistance With Activities Of Daily 

Living 
• Some Financial 

Assistance Available 
• Emergency Response System 

• Three Nutritious, Home-Cooked 
Meals Served Daily In Elegant 
Surroundings 

• Linen And Housekeeping Services 

For information please 
call856-235-4884 

28 Main Street, 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 

Friends Academy 
Founded 1876 Located on scenic Long Island, 

less than 30 miles from New York City. 

Celebrating our 125th Anniversary 

Founded in 1876 by Gideon Frost for "the children of Friends and those 
similarly sentimented," Friends Academy is a Quaker; coeducational, inde
pendent, college preparatory day school serving 750 students from age three 
through the twelfth grade. The school awards significant financial assistance. 

Friends Academy • Duck Pond Road • Locust Valley, NY 11560 

Phone: 516-676-0393 • Fax: 516-671-2025 • work@fa.org 
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"We make a living by what we get, 
we make a life by what we give." 

Winston Churchill 

Camphill Soltane is a lively anthroposophically 
based community for and with young adutts with developmental 
disabilities. Through a dynamic combination of community life, 
education and training, work with the arts and on the land, a job 
placement program, and active alliances in the broader commu
nity, Solt!ne accompanies these young adutts on their quest for 
meaning and purpose in their lives. 

Soltane offers numerous benefits to coworkers, including 
AmeriCorps education awards of $4725 after 11 months of 
service! We are interested in talking with families, and individu
als over the age of 19, about opportunities for participating with 
us in this rewarding lifestyle. 

CONFERENCE THEME: 

SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES FOR 
DEEP Ri!uxATION AND QUIET 
TO BE HEl.D AT Q.UAKER HILL CONFERENCE CENTER IN RICHMOND, IN 

WITH PRF.SJUIITERS: 

Uz Kctobey and 1.,hn C~ 
Quakers ia t.orai Care 8tCounseling (~q is an organiza,tion of professionally 
trained Friends who are in professional ~ vocations. QPGC seeks ro provide 
meaningful opportunities for continuing edi'Xation and dialogue among Friends in these 
vocations. It -.seeb CD provide $piritual nurrure, support and a~. 

EARLHAM 
SCHOOL •/ REkiC ION 

For further information, please contact: 
Earlham School of Religion at 1-800-432-1377 
www.esr.earlham.edu 

Reservations are required for display ads in FRIENDS JoURNAL. 

May issue: Reserve space by March 10. 
Ads must be received by March 13. 
June issue: Reserve space by April 7. 
Ads must be received by April10. 
Ad rate is $32 per column inch. 

FRIENDS 
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Call (215) 563-8629 now with your reservation or questions. 

with Friends General Conference in Philadel
phia, is asking further for confirmation that 
FUM policy in selecting leadership roles is 
"inclusive ... without regard to sexual orien
tation or whether Friends are in same gender 
relationships." The concerns raised by BYM 
are a result of an incident at the FUM Trien
nial in Nairobi, Kenya, last July, when Lamar 
Matthew, clerk of BYM, was not allowed to 
serve as a worship-sharing leader. He was 
denied this opportunity, according to a minute 
approved by BYM and forwarded to FUM, 
"because he is a gay man in a same-sex union." 
The minute, proposed by BYM delegates who 
attended the FUM Triennial, was approved 
by Baltimore Yearly Meeting in session last 
August 4 at James Madison University in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. "Our reflections on 
this matter in annual sessions have allowed us 
to understand the depths of our collective 
hurt and anger," BYM states in the minute. 
Baltimore Yearly Meeting concludes the 
minute with the request to the FUM General 
Board: "(1) To confirm that FUM policy 
governing the selection of worship-sharing 
and workshop leaders and other leadership 
roles within FUM is inclusive and not dis
criminatory. That is to confirm that leaders 
are chosen based on spiritual gifts without 
regard to sexual orientation or whether Friends 
are in same gender relationships. (2) To re
view and clarify the respective roles, responsi
bilities, and authority of FUM staff and com
mittees." "We pray for healing, guidance, and 
reconciliation to lead us all forward," the BYM 
minute ends. Brent McKinney, clerk ofF riends 
United Meeting, acknowledged that he had 
received a letter and the minute expressing the 
concerns of BYM. "I have written a letter in 
response and FUM will be giving further 
consideration to the concerns of BYM," he 
said. Marjorie Scott, clerk of BYM Interim 
Session, said, "We have a response from FUM. 
This response is under consideration. I can
not comment further. These things take time 
to resolve." The concerns of BYM were dis
cussed by the FUM General Board in session 
last October and will be considered further 
by the FUM Executive Committee, Brent 
McKinney said. - Robert Marks 

Montclair (N.J.) Meeting, in its November 
2002 meeting for business, approved a minute 
on same gender marriage. The minute, in
tended to make a stronger and more specific 
statement about same gender marriage, updates 
a minute approved in 1991. The new minute 
states: "Montclair Monthly Meeting affirms 
our support for the union of any Friend with 
another, regardless of sexual orientation and/ 
or gender identity. Any such sacred and holy 
union shall receive the same loving care, respect, 
and consideration afforded to a traditional 
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heterosexual marriage. The same customary 
and careful process of clearness and oversight 
will be followed, providing that at least one 
party is a member ofMontclair Monthly Meet
ing." -Montclair Meeting newsletter 

New England Yearly Meeting has asked for 
input from its affiliated monthly meetings 
and their members as part of the process to 
revise its Faith and Practice. With the first year 
of work on the revision, the first since 1985, 
nearly complete, the Faith and Practice revision 
committee distributed a questionnaire for 
monthly meetings and individuals in yearly 
meeting to express their concerns about "the 
link between our Quaker faith and the practices 
that flow from that faith." Questions submit
ted by the revision committee for consider
ation included: "Based on experience in your 
own meeting, what ideas do you have about 
how Faith and Practice could be better? How 
and when do you use Faith and Practice?" 
Commenting about the revision committee's 
work during the past year, Jan Hoffman, clerk 
of the committee, stated, "Our hope is for 
seasoned corporate discernment .... We hope 
our revised Faith and Practice will express to 
us and to the larger Quaker world the present 
integrity and wimess ofNew England Friends." 
-From newsletters of Burlington {Vt.), Mount 
Toby (Mass.), and Smithfield (Rl) Meetingr 

War Resisters International's Prisoners for 
Peace Day 2002 focused on the Caucasus 
and Central Asia. In these regions, no coun
rry offers a free choice between military ser
vice and alternative service for conscientious 
objectors; several have no legal basis for a 
substirute service at all. The few states that 
passed an alternative service law have not 
implemented it according to international stan
dards: in Georgia, substitute service is not 
available in practice, and in Kyrgyzstan and 
Uzbekistan, large bribes are necessary to per
form it. Apart from that, these services are of 
rather punitive length and not completely 
civilian-the Uzbek one includes a short mili
tary training. Being members of the Council 
of Europe, the Caucasus states have to meet 
the conscientious objection standards of Rec
ommendation 1518, adopted in 2001. It de
dares the right of all members of the army to 
be registered as COs at any time and to be 
informed about the circumstances and proce
dure of obtaining the status of a CO, also 
recommending a completely civilian and non
punitive alternative to military service. Al
though the member states should guarantee 
those rights, the Georgian law shows many 
shortcomings, while Armenia and Azerbaijan 
have not passed any law so far. -Silke 
Makowski, War Resisters International in "The 
Broken Rifle," November 2002 
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Ellp&e ,.. faith. Learn more about MMA Praxis 
Mutual Funds by calling 1-800-9PRAXIS. Or visit our 
Web site at www.mmapraxis.com. 

Stewardship Solutions 
MM4 Prtlxfs Muluol Funds 

For more complete lnilrmlllloo, Including charges and expemes, see your lnveslment representaliYe to receiYe a 
prospeaus, or call l-800-9-PRAm. Please read the prospectus fully be6>re you inYest or SEnd money. MMA Praxis 
Muluall'und'l are dlslributed by BLWS Puod ~. 
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Start your own subscription 
and keep your copies for 
reading, reflection, and referral. 

FRIENDs JoURNAL is a major forum for Quaker thought and 
Quaker life in the 21st century. It's a helpful reference for 
conversation and contemplation. 

Don't wait. Subscribe today 
to the journal that tells you 
what Quakers are thinking 
and saying. 

Get a full year of FRIENDS jouRNAL delivered to your door for just $29. 
That's less than $2.50 per copy, a 19% savings off the $3.00 cover price. 

o Yes, send me one year of FRIENDS joURNAL for $29 (12 issues). 
(Outside North America, please add $6.) 

0 I want to save even more; start my two-year subscription now for $54 (24 issues). 
(Outside North America, please add $12.) 
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FCNL, on November 9, 2002, bestowed its 
annual Edward F. Snyder Peace Award post
hwnously on Sen. Paul W ellstone for his 
work to promote peace and justice. The award 
is given to a member of Congress who has 
distinguished herself or himself as a champion 
of peace and an advocate of peaceful prevention 
of deadly conflict. It was presented at FCNL' s 
58th annual meeting to legislative aide Char
lone Oldham-Moore, who accepted it on be
half of the Wellstone staff and family. "Al
though he was not a Quaker, Senator W ellstone 
was our champion, too," said Joe Yolk, FCNL 
executive secretary. "He spoke eloquently and 
put his words into action for peace, for justice, 
and for the dispossessed of society. We com
mend his many legislative efforts, including 
his support for the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty, support for paying U.S. dues to the 
United Nations, and strong stand against 
abuses of human rights at home and abroad. 
We hope that other members of Congress will 
find inspiration in Senator Wellstone's work 
for peace and justice." -FCNL 

Bulletin Board 
Upcoming Events 

•March 1-4-"Ethics after Auschwitz," the 
33rdAnnual Scholars' Conference on the Holo
caust and the Churches, at St. Joseph's Uni
versity in Philadelphia, Pa. (610) 660-1240. 
<WWW.sju.edu!events/scholars_conference>. 

•April17-20-Southeastern Yearly Meeting 

•April18-20-South Central Yearly Meeting 

Opportunities/Resources 

•AFSC's Emergency and Material Assistance 
Program, working with Mennonite Central 
Comminee, urgently needs supplies for health 
kits for the Iraqi people. For guidelines con
tact EMAP, (215) 241-7041; e-mail: <EMAP 
@afsc.org>; <www .afsc.orgliraq/kits.shtrn>. 

•AFSC's summer project in Mexico, Youth 
for Peace and Sustainable Community, aims 
to bring together youth from outside and 
within the indigenous communities ofXilicla 
to work on community projects and share 
from their diverse ·cultures and experiences. 
Participants must be 18 to 26 years old and 
able to converse comfortably in Spanish, the 
language of the project at all times. They 
should have prior group experience in service 
and advocacy, and demonstrated interest in 
political, social, and cultural issues in Mexico. 
Application deadline is March 15, with wait
ing list applications accepted through April 
25. Comact Kate Housroun, <mexsummer 
@afsc.org> or (215) 241-7295. 
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Milestones 

Deaths 
Bye-Mary DuBois McCarty Bye, 89, on Novem
ber I , 2002, in Newtown, Pa. Mary was born April 
25, 1913, in Baltimore, Md., to Mary Maitland 
DuBois McCarey and Harry Downman McCarry. 
A 1936 graduate of Swarthmore College, where 
she attained high honors in mathematics and natu
ral sciences, she srudied landscape d esign at rhe 
School of Horticulture, now parr ofTemple Uni
versity, and worked in horticulture for several years. 
In 194 1, she married Ranulph Bye, became a 
Quaker, and raised a family in Bucks Counry, Pa. 
During rhe 1960s, Mary became involved in rhe 
peace movement against the war in Vietnam, be
ginning 25 years of political activism focused on 
peace, social justice, and rhe environment. As a 
naturalist, her passionate love of nature and com
mitment to biodiversiry led to a concern for the 
protection and nurturing of nature and reverence 
for all forms oflife. She was arrested ten times and 
jailed for civil disobedience including reading names 
of rhe war dead from rhe seeps of rhe Capitol in 
Washington, and blocking the tracks of a train in 
Leonardo, N.J., with a cargo of munitions headed 
for Vietnam. Mary was last arrested at age 75 when 
she embraced and physicaUy shielded an oak tree 
on Mechanicsville Road in Bucks Counry from 
being cut down by the Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation to improve visibility. This inci
dent spurred the replanting of trees ar various 
locations. Mary's political activism was paraUeled 
by a commitment to her own personal and spiri
tual growth. Her eloquent and poetic voice was 
pur to practical use in her correspondence with 
editors and members of Congress, letters char are 
now housed in Friends H istorical Library of 
Swarthmore College. Formerly a member of 
Sourhhampron (Pa.) Meeting, Mary was a mem
ber of Doylestown Meeting at rhe rime of her 
death. She is survived by her four cltildren, Dennis 
Bye, Barbara Bye, Stephen Bye, and Catherine 
Castor; and six grandchildren. 

Camarius-Barbara (Rusty) Smith Carnarius, 71, 
on July 15, 2002, in Boulder, Colo. She was born 
in Beijing, China, on July 26, 1930, rhe daughter 
of Horace Harrison Smith and Ruth Stoddard 
Smith. As a child of a U.S. Foreign Service officer, 
she lived in C hina unril the age of ten and grew 
accusromed ro moving frequently. Rusry's Q uaker 
journey scatted ar Swarthmore College, where she 
attended meeting until her graduation in 1952. 
Rusry and Scan E. Carnarius married on April 2, 
1955, in Westford, Mass. They shared adventures 
while raising three daughters. Her valuing of a 
stable family home stemmed from her own early 
years, and she later anchored her communiry in 
FaUsington, and chen Lancaster, Pa., where she 
explored spiritual development, counseling. the
ater, and esoteric understanding. While a member 
of Falls Meeting, Rusry joined rhe Family Rela
tions Committee of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 
traveling to speak to monrhly meetings about fam
ily relationships. This was rhe start of her interest 
and career in counseling at rhe Kimberton Waldorf 
School in FaUsington and in Lancaster. At Lancaster 
Meeting, Rusry served on Worship and Ministry. 
She and Scan starred the d iscussion g roup 
Quaker Talk, and Bible study sessions were held in 
their home. Rusry wrote prayers and several pam-
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phlers. She had a keen interest in rhe cheater, and at 
Swarthmore she wrote and directed plays. She 
rejuvenated a theater group, the Levittown Players, 
and she directed ocher community cheater produc
tions. Rusry was active as a public speaker and 
workshop leader, particularly with Spiritual Fron
tiers Fellowship and Life Spectrunts. H er interpre
tation of rhe "friendly" tarot cards was a popular 
topic for workshops. T he Sabian Assembly mer in 
her home for many years, and their philosophy of 
"dynamic idealism" (confidence in being able to 
act out what is best in rhe process of living) was 
manifested in Rusty's life. Following a stroke, pa
ralysis on her lefr side, breast cancer, and amputa
tion of her lefr leg, she was still able to see positive 
aspects of her difficult situation. She is survived by 
her husband, Stan Carnarius; three daughters, 
Catherine N. Edwards and husband George, Megan 
M. T afr and husband Richard, and Rebecca R. 
Carnarius; a sister, Deboralt Whittaker and hus
band E.L. Whittaker; and a granddaughter, Jenni
fer Edwards. 

Carson-fohn T. Carson Jr., 86, on May 20, 2002, 
in Doylestown, Pa. He was born in Philadelphia 
on Aprill 3, 1916, to John T. and Agnes Gillinger 
Carson, and educated at Germantown Friends 
School, H averford College (BA in Biology) and 
University of Pennsylvania (MSc in Forest Pathol
ogy). In June 1940 John Carson and Mary Evans 
were married, and that same year he became a 
member of Germantown Meeting. In 1941 he 
joined rhe faculty at George School, where he 
taught biology for 25 years. While still at George 
School, he was appointed to serve on the Bucks 
County Water and Sewer Authority. In 1966 he 
became rhe first executive director of rhe Nesharniny 
Water Resources Authority and at rhe same rime 
served as rhe director of rhe Bucks Coun ty Plan
ning Commission's Division ofNarural Resources. 
During his ten years with rhe Authority he played 
a major role in rhe creation of the Bucks County 
nerwork of flood control dams and reservoirs along 
the tributaries of Neshaminy C reek and rhe 
parkland chat surrounds them. In 1979 he was 
elected to serve as a Doylesrown supervisor, then 
reelected in 1985, 1991, and 1997. During chose 
years he served at rimes as chairman of rhe town
ship supervisors, using Quaker practices in bring
ing people wgether to work as a team for common 
purposes. A crowning achievement in h is service to 
Doylestown township was the creation of a 1 00-
acre park for recreation. In 1985 he transferred his 
membership to Doylestown Meeting, where he 
was an active member of rhe Brown Baggers, a 
circle of retired men (even though he never reaUy 
retired), and enjoyed playing rhe piano for hymn
singing. At rhe rime of his death he was survived by 
his wife Margaret E. Carson; rwo children, Frederick 
G. Carson and Sylvia H. Carson; a sister E. Marga
ret Carson; and a brother, James G. Carson. 

Hamilton-Marie Ikenberry Hamilton, 101 , on 
September 5, 2002, in Richmond, Ind. She was 
born on February 4, 1901, in North M anchester, 
Ind., to L. D. and Elizabeth Bucher Ikenberry. A 
1923 graduate of Manchester College, she taught 
in area schools before becoming affiliated with rhe 
YWCA in Fort Wayne, Ind. In 1927 she married 
Stanley G. Hamilton of Piqua, Ohio. During rhe 
D epression rhe Hamiltons, under the auspices of 
AFSC, performed educational, vocational, and so-
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The oldest Quaker school in the nation, 

William Penn Charter School embraces 

tradition and welcomes innovation. 
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guide Penn Charter, a Friends school by 
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cia! relief work with coal miners, steelworkers, and 
their families in eastern Ohio, West Virginia, and 
Pennsylvania. In 1940 they became co-directors of 
Quaker Hill, a hostel for European refugees during 
WWII, in Richmond, Ind. Marie was executive 
secretary of the Richmond YWCA for 17 years 
until her retirement in 1961. In 1976, the 
Hamiltons were the first husband-wife recipients 
of Manchester College's annual alumni award, 
given in recognition of their many years of com
muniry service. In 1977 the couple retired to 
Sebring, Fla., where they worked to improve con
ditions for migrant workers, and where Marie 
volunteered with the Palms Auxiliary, managing 
their gift shop until age 99. In summer 2001 she 
moved to the Friends Fellowship Communiry in 
Richmond to be near her family. Marie was an 
active member of W. Richmond (Ind.) Meeting 
for 74 years. She was predeceased by her husband 
of 52 years; a sister, Anna Dunbar; and a daughter, 
Mary Ellen Johnson. She is survived by a daughter 
and son-in-law Nancy and William Tyndall; a son 
and daughter-in-law Tom and Annette Hamilton, 
a son-in-law Robert L. Johnson, seven grandchil
dren, four great-grandchildren, rwo step-grand
children, four step-great-grandchildren; and one 
nephew, Wilbur Dunbar. 

Murphy-LauraMatlaw Murphy, 50, on Septem
ber 2 1, 2002, in Atlanta, Ga. Laura was born 
inl952 in Chicago, Ill., tO MyronandJuliaMatlaw. 
She graduated from Antioch College in 1973 and 
from Emory Universiry Law School in 1976. She 
married Kent Murphy in 1982 in Atlanta, and 
their daughter, Sarah, was born in1983. While at 
Emory, she became a competitive runner and was 
a founder and captain of the Atlanta Track Club's 
women's competitive team. She ran numerous 
marathons and wrote a column for the track dub's 
monthly magazine Wingfoot, winning a gold award 
from the Georgia Magazine Association in 200 I . 
After law school, Laura worked from 1984 to 1986 
for Judge John W. Sognier on the Georgia Court 
of Appeals, and for Justice Willis B. Hunt on the 
Georgia Supreme Court from 1986 to 1995. She 
became director of the Court's central staff from 
1995 to 1998. She was a volunteer for the Georgia 
Council on Child Abuse, and her many interests 
included gardening, bird watching, and participat
ing in a book dub. She was diagnosed with ALS in 
J une 1996 and began working with the ALS Asso
ciation of Georgia. In March 2002, with the aid of 
a wheelchair and accompanied by 130 friends, she 
participated in the D'Feet ALS Walk and raised 
more than $14,000. She became a regular attendee 
of Atlanta Meeting. As the disease progressed and 
she could no longer talk, a specially equipped 
computer enabled her to continue writing, giving 
advice and inspiration to others throughout her 
illness. Even when she could only move her middle 
finger, she continued sending and receiving e
mail. In "O f Odds and Gods," published in the 
Atlanta Meeting Newslerter and in the September 
2002 issue ofFRJENDS j OURNAL, she addressed the 
question, "Why m e?" She concluded, "I consider 
myself one of the luckiest women alive. Lucky in 
love; lucky in having a near-perfect daughter, in
comparable friends and family, and a truly won
derful life." She is survived by her husband, Kent 
Murphy; daughter, Sarah Murphy; mother, Julia 
Matlaw; and brother, John Matlaw. 

St. John-Barbara Cummings St. john, 88, on 
Ocrober 5, 2002, in Lexington, Mass. Barbara 
Warner Taylor was born on January 25, 191 4, in 
New York Ciry. She attended the Brearley School 
and, in the summers, visited her Quaker grand
mothers and cousins in Philadelphia. In 1934 she 
married Charles K. Cummings Jr., with whom she 
raised a family in Weston, Mass., summering in 
Peterborough, N.H. In Weston she actively par
ticipated in town meetings, the Cracker Barrel 
discussion group, the Weston-Rombas Affiliation 
(an international exchange program), and other 
civic activities. For several years Barbara helped 
run the Red Barn N ursery School out of her Con
cord Road home, and for some 20 years hosted a 
Quaker Sunday meeting with six nearby families. 
Born a Quaker, Barbara was involved in Friends 
Meeting at Cambridge for many decades, taking 
on several comrnirtee assignments and demon
strating leadership abiliry. In 1989 she married Jim 
St. John, and with him was active in Mid-Coast 
Meeting in Damariscotta, Maine, until1994, when 
they moved to Lexington, Mass. At Lexington 
Meeting Barbara spoke ardently about peace, jus
rice, environmental stewardship, and a host of 
progressive causes. Barbara was predeceased by her 
husbands, Charles K. Cummings Jr. and Jim St. 
John, and a daughter, Nancy Boyden. Barbara is 
survived by three children, Kim C ummings, 
Rebecca Shovan, and Lydia Cummings; grand
children Ruth Boyden Gow, Jeff Boyden, Zoe 
Cummings Resch, Drew and Phoebe Cummings, 
Lydia Shovan, and Caitlin Olson; and great grand
son Arlo Gow. 

Scort-(Grace) Ruane M cCallister Scott, on Octo
ber 8, 2002, in Lacey, Wash. Born in Seattle in 
1918, Ruane was an active member of First Meth
odist Church and director of the youth program. 
She attended U niversiry ofW ashington and gradu
ated from Cornell College. Ruane supported her 
husband, Howard Scott, and family during his 
years in C ivilian Public Service and in prison dur
ing WWII. She taught for 23 years in public 
elementary schools and participated in the Retired 
Teachers Association. A member of the founding 
faculry of Pacific Ackworth School, an alternative 
elementary school in southern California, she was 
responsible fo r programs at quarterly meetings, 
Pacific Yearly Meeting, and North Pacific Yearly 
Meeting. An important part of her ministry and a 
special, heartfelt gift was the way Ruane encour
aged singing among Friends. She joined Univer
siry Friends Meeting in Seattle in 1951, Tacoma 
Meeting in 1960, and , with Howard, transferred 
her membership to Olympia Meeting in 1991. 
Blessed with skills in befriending and caring for 
others, she served her meetings on many commit
tees. Ruane especially enjoyed travel, and with 
Howard attended many Elderhostels as part of a 
commitment to lifelong learning. Camping, hik
ing, Sunday drives and picnics in the country, 
singing around the campfire and, above all, family 
gatherings sustained Ruane's spirit. She found great 
pleasure in going to M t. Rainier and walking the 
trails to see the flowers and wildlife. Her delight in 
living each moment was contagious. Ruane was 
predeceased by a son, Kenneth. She is survived by 
her husband, Howard Scott, and her daughters 
Karen Saxon, Kaylene Pritchard, and Kathryn 
W illard. 
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When CEO's are 
looking out for 
themselves, 
who's looking 
out for you? 

Anita Green is. She's parr of our 
management team that cries to pro
tect investors from the nightmares 
of corporate malfeasance. 

We've been concerned about cor
porate ethics since our founding in 
1971. So we've developed an aggres
sive strategy to bar exerutive foxes 
from the shareholders' hen house: 
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We screen. We subject investments to demanding tthical screens as well as .::;· 
rigorous financial analyses. 

We lobby. We petition the New York Stock Exchange, the SEC, and other 
regulatory bodies to require greater disclosure by corporate management. 

We ,_elclpate. We use our proxy votes to encourage ethical corporate citizenship. 

We can't totally screen out fraud. But consider this: Our Funds have manaj;ed to retain 
favorable overall Morningstar Ratingsn~ even through the recent market tumult 
that has produced negative returns for most mutual funds, including ours. 

Our socially responsible funds have a low ($250) minimum initial investment. 
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L e a d n g s 

A Catholic's Journey through Quakerism 
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A Long, Winding Road 

"A helpful map for the soul's journey. Lape's ability to 
glean the best each faith has to offer is a model for 
Christian communion." 

-Philip Gulley, Qyaker pastor and author of 

Home to Hamwny and j ust Shy of Harmony 

"In this wonderful, gentle book, Irene Lape tells her 
story of becoming Roman Catholic in a way that only a 
friend could tell it. The light that is the light of every
one shines through these pages, illuminating not only 
our hunger for Christian unity but also God's hunger 
for us." 

-Stanley Hauerwas, Duke Divinity School and author of 
With the Grain of the Universe 

1-58743-054-1 • 160 pp. • 13.99p 

~Brazos Press 

43 



Scattergood Friends School, founded 
in 1890, is committed to fostering 
lifelong and self-directed learning, 
developing a sense of personal 
responsibility and cultivating global 
citizenship. 

• All recem graduates have gained 
college acceptance 

• Studem-to-teacher ratio: 4 to 1 
• Innovative block scheduling 
• Community service graduation 

requiremem 
• Shared work program 
• Organic garden, farm 
• Comprehensive, exciting 

Arts Department 
• Daily Collection, weekly 

Meeting for Worship 

For information, call toll-free at 
1-888-737-4636, or e-mail 
admissions@scattergood.org 

1951 Delta Avenue 
West Branch, Iowa 52358 
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FRIENDS JoURNAL offers the classic book 

BENJAMIN 
The Meetznghouse Mouse:. 
by Benjamin, as told to Clifford Pfeil, 
with illustrations by John D. Gummere 

If you remember the Benjamin stories 
in past issues, you will be happy to share 
them-now in book form-with your 
children, grandchildren, and Friends! 

I 

Look for Benjamin in Friends bookstores or order directly from FRIENDS JOURNAL: 

Please send me __ copies of Benjamin @ $6.oo each, plus $2.00 shipping and handling 
($3.50 for shipping and handling outside U.S., Canada, and Mexico). My check is enclosed. 

N~e ______________________________________________________ __ 

Address _______________________ _ 

Ciry _________________ Srate __ ZIP ____ _ 

Country, if other than U.S. ----------------------------------------

Please mail to FRIENDS jOURNAL, 1216 Arch Street, 2A, Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835. 
If any questions please call (215) 563-8629. 

44 

vocation and a responsibility for doing 
theology. Living in an age of specialists, 
addressing one another in coded jargon 
and abstract theories, this has special rel
evance for us. While we do not all possess 
the tools for doing classical systematic the
ology, we may find assurance in the knowl
edge that Scripture speaks in different ways 
to different people--through our differ
ently attuned faculties, interests, and needs. 
At the same time, acknowledgment of our 
individual gifts for understanding also leads 
us to a new level of interdependence and 
accountability. 

The Christian community serves as a 
contextual frame of reference in itself-
for it is within this that we struggle with 
our differences and diversity of insight. 
Christologies, theological interpretations, 
and transmission of the "good news" 
through innumerable languages and cul
tures are all done through a single norma
tive community. Frederick Herzog calls it 
a "praxis community," reflecting on its dy
namic center of interaction and motiva
tion for outreach. "Responsible Christian 
theology," he writes, "is always an effort to 
give an account of the continuing activity 
of the Messiah Jesus in his community." 
What that activity is cannot ultimately be 
settled by abstract theologians talking to 
each other, but by Christians struggling 
together "in the praxis of history." 

We are called, as individuals in com
munity, to "do theology" together. We 
listen to and dialogue with each other 
across the room and across the centuries, 
respecting and supporting one another in 
our weakness, seeking nourishment from 
the same well, and anticipating the final 
clearing of confusion and contextual bias 
that is what God's intervention in human 
life is all about. 

Robert Barclay understood the Scrip
tures to be an incomparable looking glass, 
"in which we can see the conditions and 
experiences of ancient believers." Finding 
our own experience to be analogous to 
theirs, we are comforted and strengthened 
in our hope for the same redemption they 
experienced. "Observing the providence 
that watched over them, and the snares 
which they encountered, and beholding 
the ways in which they were delivered, we 
may fmd ourselves directed toward salva
tion, and appropriately reproved, and in
structed in righteousness." 0 
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Forum continued from p. 5 

have been doing something wrong and I do 
not want the guards to catch me. 

I think all people could live a more 
satisfying and more comfortable life if they 
embraced that special place within them. 
On Monday I planted flower seeds in a bare 
garden and watched them grow to full 
blossom in less than ten minutes. I even saw 
a color that I have never seen before. On 
T uesday I took my 14-year-old daughter to 
the park for a picnic lunch and a long talk. It 
helped me to write to her that same day. On 
W ednesday I played with my two dogs in 
the Southern cotton fields that used co 
surround our home. They seemed to have 
had just as much fun as I was having. 
Thursday I went fishing with my mom and 
when she made comments or statements I 
disagreed with, I gave her a hug instead of 
arguing with her like I used to do. On 
Friday I went to the Moon with my best 
friend and we talked about everything while 
looking back at Earth. On Saturday I went 
to a restaurant alone and ate a big meal and 
drank two bottles of good wine that I could 
not pronounce the name of. Today is 
Sunday. I might go to a professional female 
volleyball game with my brothers or sit 
down with Nelson Mandela, George 
Jackson, Fred Hampton, and Ronald Carter 
and talk about social justice and social 
psychology. Whatever I decide to do today, 
it will be in my special place within. 

Have a great life--because I am, 
regardless. 

Robert Simon Jr. 
Mississippi 

Let's meet in the middle 
I am writing in response to Vanessa 

Julye's article "Racial Wounding at the 
Gathering" (F]Nov. 02). I attended my first 
Friends General Conference Gathering in 
Normal, Illinois in 2002; thus for me this 
was a fresh experience. My roommate, an 
African American, also was a first-time 
attendee. Without any discussion, we each 
chose to attend the two antiracism workshops 
that were offered. She chose "Healing the 
Hurts of Racism" led by VanessaJulye and 
Chuck Esser, while I attended "Whites 
Working to Eliminate Racism" led by Pat 
Schenck and Dorothy Carroll. 

We compared notes on our experiences 
both in the workshops and in the 
environment of the Gathering. As the week 
wore on, my friend reported that she was 
experiencing and hearing about incidents of 
racist behavior. I myself had wimessed one 
while volunteering at the cafeteria. 

In my antiracism workshop I learned 
more about the racial conditioning that we 
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whites received from our cultural 
upbringing. I was raised in a Southern 
culture that treated all African Americans as 
inferior servants. Conversations around the 
dinner table could be filled with racist 
language and crude jokes at their expense. 
The culture of slavery was alive and well. 
We were profoundly affected as children by 
this cruel conditioning. The imprint of race 
hatred remains with us and results in 
painful interactions, some conscious and 
some unconscious. Unconscious racism is a 
serious problem since it operates 
underground and is more subtly applied in 
our daily interactions. 

Even innocently intended actions by 
whites may be perceived by African 
Americans as intentionally subjugating, 
because wounds caused by previous 
experiences become activated. I know this 
from my own experience as an emotionally 
abused wife. For years afrer my divorce, any 
action that resembled an event in my painful 
past could cause a fiery protective reaction. 
The so-called offending party may not have 
ever known why I reacted with such incense 
pain. It has taken me a long time to heal my 
wounds. The first step was my realization 
that sometimes a person had stepped on my 
personal minefield without realizing it. 

Perhaps this Hasidic tale can offer us a 
"third way" between holding onto out hurts 
and tocally forgiving: 

There was a king who quarreled with his 
son and exiled him. Yean passed, the kings 
heart softened, so he sent his ministm to find 
his son and to ask him to return home. The 
young man could not return to the kingdom 
because his heart still harbored bitterness. The 
king sent him the following message: "Return as 
for as you can, and I will come the rest of the 
way to meet you. " 

Where can racial healing begin? 

Maurine Pyle 
Libertyville, Ill. 

Communication is key 
I was very taken and also frustrated by 

the article by Vanessa Julye (F]Nov. 02) 
who felt the pain of racism at the FGC 
Gathering. What happened at the 
Gathering, I submit, was less about racism 
and more about honorable and well
intentioned people demonstrating poor 
planning and poor communication. 

All too often white people operate from 
ignorance and guilt and black people from 
anger born in pain. 

Although she meant to be helpful, the 
singing woman demonstrated inappropriate 
behavior and poor judgment by invading 
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OPPORTUNITY 

someone else's space and putting this person 
into the spotlight without permission. The 
conference planners neglected to pick up on 
whatever vibes may or may not have been 
put out at previous Gatherings. Instead of 
bending over backwards trying to prove they 
are not prejudiced and deciding.for blacks 
what they need, whites must to learn to 
acknowledge their errors, openly and honestly 
admit their feelings, and, most important, 
ask how they can do better in the future. 

And Vanessa J ulye, with eight years' 
experience and eight years of being 
disappointed, might have made a critical 
and important contribution toward 
avoiding all this had she only contacted the 
planners in advance and given them a heads
up as to what blacks would expect to see at 
the Gathering. 

I learned in therapy long ago that, if you 
want something, you have to say-in 
advance-what it is you expect; not wait 
until you are disappointed, harbor bad 
feelings, let them fester, and then attack. 
Most people are not mind readers, and anger 
is not productive. My children cannot know 
what I want them to do for my birthday 
unless I cell them, and conference planners 
cannot know what attendees expect unless 
they are advised. So much pain can be 
avoided when we learn to communicate 
effectively and with love, holding one 
another in the Light. 

Lisa Stewart 
Greenacres, Fla. 

What have Friends 
appropriated? 

We write from Oakland, California, 
where gang-related violence claimed more 
than 100 murder victims this year. No one 
here considers this a sign of Light or Life. So 
we do not Hnd a revelation of hope or 
renewal in "The Friendly Gangstaz 
Committee" (F]Dec. 02). Young Friends, 
what are you demonstrating in your 
"humorous" imitation/appropriation of 
gang culture? FRIENDS jOURNAL, what are 
you demonstrating in publishing this article? 

Pamela Calvert and Helen Haug 
Oakland, Calif. 

Thought-provoking-and 
frustrating 

Keith Helmuth's "Why Simple Living Is 
Not Enough" (Fj Dec. 02) was thought
provoking and frustrating. It was frustrating 
because it lacked specifics as to what we 

March 2003 FRIENDS j OURNAL 



should do. Uur trumly 1s devoted to 
pursuing a socially just and ecologically 
sound lifestyle that works to put our life in 
line with our Quaker values. We are far 
from finished, but so far we have established 
a solar and wind-powered home built with 
local and recycled products and a CSA 
(Community Supported Agriculture) farm 
growing organic produce for 30 families. We 
have built our barn and outbuildings with 
stone from our fields, heat our home with 
wood, use our greywater waste for irrigating 
crops and intentionally keep our income 
near or below the poverty level. Unless the 
"hundredth monkey" scenario happens, 
where suddenly everyone switches to a 
simpler lifestyle and the system is changed 
like a spoonful of curd transforming the 
entire vat of milk, I agree that personal 
lifestyle changes really are not enough. They 
are necessary for the heart and soul, but 
there has to be a next step. 

Keith Helmuth's article was timely since 
I've planned to use this winter to visualize a 
new economic system. The books 
mentioned in the article are excellent 
resources, but how do we move from good 
ideas to good actions? What can we actually 
do to challenge and transform the current 
economic system that encourages greed and 
the collection of wealth as acceptable and 
even noble pursuits? I am tired of having my 
money in its various forms supporting the 
production of warheads, purchasing 
snowmobiles, or padding some rich person's 
pocket. I am starting to explore what a 
Quaker currency or Friends General 
Conference Bank might achieve. What 
would a Quaker Home Owners Insurance 
Policy look like? Could health and auto 
insurance, investment and retirement plans 
bring all of us personal economic security 
and a collective expression of our Religious 
Society of Friends' beliefs? What this new 
economic system would look like depends 
on an active discourse among Friends as to 
what values we actually hold most dear. 

For example, do Friends value my hour 
as a farmer as much as another person's hour 
as a doctor or other professional? If not, how 
much more should a farmer get paid per 
hour? (/1 personal joke!) Intellectually, I 
consider everyone's hour equal to everyone 
else's hour, since 664,000 hours culminate 
the average lifetime. That's all anyone gets. 
With this in mind, doctors spend more 
hours in academic training, so their hour 
seeing a patient should also include a 
portion of their time devoted to study. 
There are also hours of other individuals to 
run a doctor's office that affect my bill, but 
should a doctor make two times more than a 
farmer? Four times more? Ten times more? 
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Should a corporate CEO make 400 times 
more than the assembly line workers of the 
same company? Should we in this country 
consume so much of the world's resources 
while hunger, homelessness, and ecological 
destruction continue to spread? What do we 
value and how do our lives (and our money) 
reflect that? 

If we find a common sense of values, 
could we collectively challenge the larger 
economic system by creating a new economic 
expression from within? Could the Quakers 
join together to develop an alternative 
economic system, living closer to our ideals 
and religious beliefs and funneling towards 
social justice and ecological causes money 
that currently bolsters the "System"? Yes! 

I believe, as Gandhi did, that anything 
you do as an individual is insignificant, but 
it is very important that you do it anyway. 
Gandhi, Woolman, and many others have 
set the model to first act individually, but 
they also push us to act collectively in 
building a society guided by love, peace, and 
justice. Please share with me your ideas, 
thoughts, and hopes. Are there bankers, 
insurance agents, brokers, or others that can 
work with me to develop a viable and 
realistic working economic alternative? I 
can't do it alone! Contact: David Abazs, 
5879 Nikolai Road, Finland, MN 55603; 
email: <abazs@lakenet.com>. 

DavidAbazr 
Finland, Minn. 

The poor need income 
Perhaps agriculture can illustrate part of 

Keith Helmuth's ''Why Simple Living Is 
Not Enough" (F] Dec. 02). 

Many vegetarians hope that if they 
simplify their food by foregoing meats, fewer 
people will be hungry. That seems logical 
because most of the nation's corn becomes 
livestock feed. Most of the diet of the chicken, 
turkey, hog, and of the beef animal while it 
is being fattened could have been eaten by 
people. (In contrast, the ruminant animals
goats, sheep, the mother-beef-cow and her 
growing calf until it is big enough for 
fattening--eat mostly coarse grasses, husks, 
and other forages not suitable for people. So 
hamburger from never-fattened ruminants 
should excite nobody's guilt feelings.) 

People aren't hungry because too little 
food exists; they hunger because they have 
too little income to buy it. 

Unless the well-intentioned U.S. or 
European vegetarian can convert some 
savings into a starving person's purchasing 
power, his or her foregoing meats will 
merely have increased the world's carry-over 

stocks of"surplus" corn without reducing 
anybody's hunger. Simple living can enlarge 
the supply of other consumer goods, roo, 
without enhancing the life of the poor who 
lack funds. An unintended consequence can 
be the impoverishing of the producers of the 
consumer goods and a slowing down of the 
economy the way it currently is designed. 

The problem is global maldistribution of 
income, or "the money system" in 
Helmuth's terminology. I'm no more 
specific than he is about how to correct the 
problem. But I do know that I would like to 
see the world's poor people able to outbid 
my hogs and steers for the corn grown in 
this community. 

The 2002 Farm Bill was an opportunity 
for allocation of public resources toward 
both environmental sustainability and 
adequate minimal income. Introduced by 
Democratic Senator Harkin and well 
supported by Republican Senator Grassley, 
the bill reflected the wishes of people of 
goodwill for policies supporting only 
minimal income and environmental well 
being. It began with low limits on federal 
subsidy per farm family. It would have 
shifted public funds from supporting and 
supplementing the price of selected 
commodities to rewarding farmers for on
going land stewardship instead. The 
monetary subsidy system was being 
"redesigned so people are being rewarded for 
doing the right thing, ecologically speaking" 
in Helmuth's terms. Both of these initiatives 
(and a needed hobbling of the vertical 
integration of the meat industry, widely 
approved by rural and nonfarm publics 
and-after debate--by Senate and House) 
were largely thwaned by the House-Senate 
Reconciliation Committee. The principle of 
rewarding land stewardship survived, badly 
underfunded; so unless remedial 
legislation can be mustered, most of the 
Farm Bill benefits will go for another seven 
years to encouraging overproduction by 
oversize farms. Even in the public sector 
"design change in the monetary system" 
encounters pitfalls. 

Economic destitution hastens 
environmental harm. I could see this plainly 
in a visit to Guatemala in 1974. The wealthy 
2 percent grazed cattle on the fertile coastal 
plain while impoverished Indians scratched 
corn seeds into hillsides so steep that the 
loosened dirt would wash away with the next 
heavy rain. The old Catholicism encouraged 
acceptance of an inequitable status quo; 
the new Catholic liberation theology 
fosters hope for people and the environment. 
Faith matters. 

Robert A. Rohwer 
Paullina, Iowa 
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Help to save fuel 
Forty years ago, it was our lot to spend 

two years in Kenya teaching vocational 
agriculture in a government school about 
ten miles from Kaimosi. It recently occurred 
to me that a large part of the world's poverty 
is in the tropics, where solar energy is 
plentiful and predictable. With the 
population explosion, the forested areas are 
being depleted for fuel to heat water to make 
tea and boil water to cook posho (corn meal, 
the staple of the diet). If a functional and 
reasonably inexpensive solar heater could be 
made available to the people in these areas, it 
would help to solve some serious problems. 

Here is what would be necessary to 
explore: One would have to take a lot of 
data and measure the solar insolation in 
various locations during the daylight hours 
in calories per square meter. This would 
make it possible to calculate the size of the 
solar collector necessary to heat water to boil 
posho or make tea. There would have to be a 
spring-driven mechanism that could be 
wound up by hand to make the collector 
follow the sun at 15 degrees per hour to 
account for Eanh rotation. 

This is a very bare-bones explanation of 
the basic idea. My purpose here is to get 
someone interested. Ifi were 40 years 
younger, I'd like to work on it myself (I'm 
85). If anyone is interested, I'd like to hear 
from you. My address is: Bob Simkin, Box 
31, Poplar Ridge, NY 13139-0031. If this 
were a reality and we could persuade our 
government to make this kind of thing 
available free to the poor countries instead of 
supplying them free with military hardware, 
it might get at the root causes of terrorism. 

Bob Simkin 
Poplar Ridge, N.Y. 

Let's embrace consensus 
I'm somewhat distressed by modern 

Friends' misunderstanding of consensus. 
Friends seem not only to misunderstand 
consensus, but also to want to distance 
ourselves from it. I believe we should not 
distance ourselves from it, we should 
embrace it. We should claim our role in the 
gift that consensus can be for organizations 
and individuals. While Friends are not the 
only group of people to operate from 
consensus, we are largely responsible for 
sending this gift out to the secular world. 
And it is a gift. 

I'm aware of the discussion of the 
difference between sense of the meeting and 
consensus and I have read Barry Morley's 
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Beyond Consensus: Salvaging the Sense of the 
Meeting. I think that Barry Morley did not 
fully appreciate consensus. We can define 
sense of the meeting as what is used in 
meeting for business and consensus as used 
in secular settings. Consensus is not seeking 
the lowest common denominator, nor is it 
the same as compromise. The search for 
consensus is the search for the highest, most 
elegant solution, one that unites and fulftlls 
the true needs of the people there. 

I have been the clerk of a Friends 
meeting and have worked in a Friends 
organization that used sense of the meeting. 
I have also been a professional mediator for 
nine years and worked with many groups 
and individuals in conflict. Part of my work 
has been in training people to use consensus 
and differentiate between consensus and 
compromise. (Compromise is the lowest 
common denominator or splitring the 
difference; consensus is a solution in which 
all needs are fully met.) In consensus, people 
are asked to suspend their disbelief and to 
work together to discover the solution that is 
there for this group. If that sounds a lot like 
discerning God's will, it's because it is. 

It is my experience that the only 
difference between sense of the meeting and 
consensus is the language used. When 
working with secular organizations, I don't 
speak of seeking divine guidance. I don't 
speak of using silence to get in touch with 
the Inner Light. I do ask people what are the 
crucial values they are trying to meet. They 
may be asked to take some time to determine 
the most important elements to them and 
what they hope for in terms of their future 
relationship with the other person or people. 
I ask them about their best selves. The 
solution emerges from that. Many, many 
people talk afterwards about the process 
being a spiritual process and about feeling 
led to a decision. I never use that language in 
secular situations; it comes from the 
participants. Non-Quaker mediators report 
similar results. My sense is that with Friends, 
there is a shorthand, a familiar language, but 
that the process is identical. 

Both with Friends and with secular 
o rganizations, the ideal is not always met. 
Many times organizations that try to use 
consensus without any training do it very 
badly. That is true for Friends organizations 
and for secular organizations. Sometimes 
even with training, it is done badly or people 
aren't ready. Reminding Friends to stay with 
a sense of worship frequently helps Friends 
avoid some of the worst blunders, and 
secular organizations do not have that 
language or concept to help. When it is 
done well, consensus and sense of the 
meeting work in parallel ways with the same 

type of results. There are elegant solutions 
that enhance the relationships, motivation, 
and the caring of the people involved. When 
consensus is misunderstood and not used 
well, perhaps we should help educate 
organizations to the process rather than 
claiming we do something different. 
Mediation and consensus both grew directly 
out ofF riends process. I am proud of this 
connection. Friends still have a role in 
helping the secular world to stay true to the 
process without the spiritual language. 

W hen I mediate, facilitate, or clerk, I ask 
for divine help. I frequently find that I 
receive that help. If we truly believe that 
there is that of God in every person and 
that our task is to speak only to that part of 
others, we should not be surprised that the 
others will respond from that divine part 
of themselves. Divinely inspired solutions 
are the result, regardless of what we call 
the process. 

Dee Edelman 
Winston-Salem, N.C. 

Hold this act of courage in 
the Light 

I am not a Friend. I came across 
Quakerism and pacifism while I was 
studying conscientious objectors a few years 
ago. Since then, I follow how Quakers react 
to many crises in the world as well as in the 
U.S. Thinking about Quakerism has been 
one way of comforting myself that I can 
rely on. 

As a Korean American young adult, 
conscription in Korea is always an issue, one 
that I strongly oppose. As might be true 
with Israel, there is a notion of being 
unpatriotic if one refuses to serve for one's 
country when he is called. In recent days, 
there was a person who refused to serve in 
the military and chose jail instead, not 
because of his religion, but because of his 
conscience against violence. It was a rare case 
in a place like Korea. It was an equally rare 
event with press coverage. 

I wanted co share this delight and 
hopeful news with my friends the Quakers. 
In your silent prayer, please add regards for 
this lonely but just act. I am sure that will 
help in ways. I might not convert for some 
other reasons, but I will humbly enjoy the 
honor of being a Friends supporter. It is 
always my pleasure to meet many Friends 
through the FRIENDS jOURNAL 

Hong-suk Lee 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
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Classified 
For Information call (215) 563-8629. 
Fax (215) 568-1377. 
E-mail: adaales@lrlendsjournal.org 

Classified rates 65e per word. Minimum charge is $15. 
Logo is additional $15. Add 10% if boxed. 10% 
discount for three consecutive insertions, 25% for six. 
Appearance of any advertisement does not 
imply endorsement by Friends Journal. 

Classified Ad Deadlines: 
May issue: March 17 
June issue: April 14 

Submit your ad to: 
Advertising Manager, Friends Journal 
1216 Arch Street, 2A 
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835 
(215) 563-8629 

Accommodations 
When you are in Southern Oregon, Anne Hathaway's 
Cottage in Ashland is a convenient, Friendly place to stay. 
(BOO) 643-4434. 

William Penn House, Washington, D.C. Quaker Seminars, 
youth programs, bed and breakfast. 5 blocks from the Capi
tol, Supreme Court and near Smithsonian museums. Shared 
accommodations for individuals and groups. Gays, Lesbi
ans and people of color are welcome. 515 East Capitol 
Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003, (202) 543-5560, fax 
(202) 543-3B14,<dirpennhouse@pennsnet.org, <www 
.Quaker.org/penn-house>. 

Beacon Hill Friends House: Quaker-sponsored residence 
of 19 interested in community living , spiritual growth, peace, 
and social concerns. All faiths welcome. Openings in June, 
September. For information, application: BHFH, 6 Chestnut 
Street, Boston, MA 02108-3624. (617) 227-9118. Overnight 
and short-term accommodations also available. 

Santa Fe-Simply charming adobe guest apartment at our 
historic meetinghouse. Fireplace, bath, kitchenette, very 
convenient to downtown and galleries, as well as our tran
quil garden. One night-{)ne month stays, affordable. Call 
(505) 983-7241 . 

An oasis of ca lm In the heart of London? Yes, at the 
Quaker International Centre, where short-, medium-, and 
longer-term accommodation is available, as well as confer
ence facilities. Excellent homemade food. For further infor
mation contact telephone: +44 (207) 387-5648, fax: +44 (207) 
383-3722, or write to: 1 Byng Place, London WC1E 7JH. 

Pittsburgh-Well located, affordable, third-floor (walkup) 
guest rooms with shared bath. Single or double occupancy. 
Kitchen available. Contact: House Manager, Friends Meet
inghouse, 4836 Ellsworth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213. 
Telephone: (41 2) 683-2669. 

Coming to London? Friendly B&B just a block from ihe 
British Museum and very close to London University. A central 
location for all tourist activities. Ideal for persons traveling 
alone. Direct subway and bus links with Heathrow Airport. 
The Penn Club, 21 Bedford Place, London WC1B SJJ. 
Telephone: +44 (0207) 636-4718. Fax: -+44 (0207)636-5516. 

Chicago-Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends meetinghouse. Short- or long-term. Contact: Assis
tant Director, Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60637. (773) 288-3066. 

Looking for a creative living alternative In New York 
City? Penington Friends House may be the place for youl 
We are looking for people of all ages who want to make a 
serious commitment to a community lifestyle based on 
Quaker principles. For information call (212) 673-1730. We 
also have overnight accommodations. 

Books and Publications 
Transforming Power for Peace, by Larry Apsey-$8.50 
postpaid. Quantity Discounts. AVP Distribution Service, 844 
John Fowler, Plainfield, VT 05667. (802) 454-4675. <alaplow 
@lifename.com>. 

New Book-court Quest: Playing Women's Squash 
In the USA and Canada 1992-1994. 

Quaker woman embraces strong leading to become 
national caliber squash player with surprising conse
quences. Links aging, sport, Spirit. By Joy Conrad <WWW 
. benchpressbooks.com>. (BOO) 573-5779. Bench Press 
Books, P.O. Box 453, Kamloops, British Columbia V2C 
5L2, Canada. $15 US, $20 CDN. 

On Living In this Wortd-a monthly e-mail column by 
Pamela Haines. For more information or to subscribe, write 
a note to <phainesoco@aol.com>. 
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Call for our latest catalog, which always includes many 
new titles, or check our website <www.quakerbooks 
.org> for the latest in Quaker books. 
We think ours is the most comprehensive listing of Quaker
related material available. We can order any book (Quaker 
or not) and search for out-of-print titles. Talk to us about 
book-tables for your meeting, and discounts for spiritual 
formation or study groups. 
Books shipped worldwide. 
To order or inquire, call us at (BOO) 966-4556 
e-mail: <bookstore@lgcquaker.org> 
or visit: <WWW.quakerbooks.org>. 

Quaker Books: Rare and out-of-print journals, history, 
religion, inspirational. Contact us for specific books or 
topics. Vintage Books, 181 Hayden Rowe Street, 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. (508) 435-3499. E-mail us at 
<Vintage @gis. net>. 

Friends Bulletin, magazine of Western Independent Quak
ers, free samples, subscription $15. A Western Quaker 
Reader, Writings by and about Independent Western Quak
ers: $23 (including postage). Friends Bulletin, 5238 Andalucia 
Court, Whittier, CA 90601 . <WWW.quaker.org/lb>. <friendsbul 
@aol.com>. 

You're In good company with Friends United Press au
thors, including Douglas Steere, Howard Thurman, Daisy 
Newman, John Punshon, Tom Mullen, Doug Gwyn, Louise 
Wilson, Wil Cooper, T. Canby Jones, D. Elton Trueblood
and, of course, George Fox, John Woolman, and William 
Penn. Inspiration, humor, fiction, and history that take you to 
the roots of Quaker beginnings, belief, and beyond. Write 
101-A Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, IN 47374 for a free 
catalog or call (BOO) 537-8839. <WWW.fum.org>. 

For Sale 
197 4 Kencralt trailer with tlpout, 35 x B feet, completely 
furnished, sleeps 4, located at Friends Southwest Cen
ter, McNeal, Arizona. Asking $2,000 obo. Phone: (520) 
745-6024. 

Note cards with a Friendly flavor. Quaker quotes and 
inspirational sayings; colorful original illustrations. $10.00/ 
pack of six, recycled paper and envelopes. Holly Coia De
sign Studio, 220 Wolfsburg Road, Bedford, PA 15522, 
<hgcoia@earthlink.net>. 

Peace Fleece yams & batting in 35 colors; kits, buttons, 
needles. Sample card $3.00. Yam Shop on the Farm, 1235 
Red Run Road, Stevens (Lane. Co.) PA 17578. (717) 336-
5860. 

Opportunities 

al assistance and support for our Mac produc-
• Friends Journal is looking for expert technic-

lion and editorial computers. Reasonable 
rates or volunteer assistance desired; refer-

ences requested. Contact Susan Corson-Finnerty at 
<publisher exec ed@friendsjoumal.org>. 

Friends Center with unprogrammed Christian orl-
entation, Barnesville, Ohio, offers quiet welcoming 
space for personal retreats with optional spiritual 
consultation . Also weekend retreats: March 28 Shape 
Note Singing with Thorn and Eileen Metzger; April 
25 Friends Meeting lor Business with Susan Smith. 
For information write Bill Taber, 61357 Sandy Ridge 
Road, Barnesville, OH 43713, or phone (740) 425-
1248. 

Fnends Peace Teams w1ll send a Peace building team 
to Colombia in summer 2003. Colombian partners in
vite Spanish speaking, AVP, HIPP, CCRC facilitators; or 
experience in legal recognition of conscientious objec
tion, trauma healing, and human rights. Application dead
line is April 10. For information or application, contact 
FPT, tel: (877) 81 4-6972; e-mail: <fpt@quaker.org>; <WWW 
.quaker.org/fpt>. 

Spanish study In Guatemala at Escuela de La Montana. 
Profits support educational and development work with local 
campesino communities. Emphasis on social and political 
realities of Guatemala and Central America. See our website, 
<WWW.hermandad.com>, or contact Dane Johnson at P.O . 
Box 452, Manson, WA 98831 , USA, (800) 963-9889, 
<johnsond@televar.com>. 

To consider mountain view retirement property, near 
a Friends center, visit <arizonafriends.com> or write Roy 
Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 1182 Hornbeam Road, Sabina, 
OH 45169. 

Upcoming Pendle Hill Programs 
March 16-21 : Beyond Diversity 101, with Niyonu D. 
Spann 
March 21-23: Faith and Medical Ethics, with Richard 
Davis and Keith Dobyns 
April4-6: Nurturing Young Friends: Coming of Age In 
the Quaker Community, with Joanna and Kri Anderson 
Aprii13-1B: God, a weeklong course with Paul Rasor 
April 2Q-25: Writ ing Our Memoirs, with Margaret Hope 
Bacon 
April 25-27: Clerking: Serving the Community with 
Joy and Confidence, with Arthur Larrabee 
April 27-May 2: Walking the Sacred Path : A Quaker· 
Jewish Dialogue, with Marcia Prager and Rebecca Kratz 
Mays 
For more Information, contact: Pendle Hill, 338 Plush 
Mill Road, Wallingford, PA 19086·6099, (BOO) 742·3150, 
extension 142. <www.pendlehill.org>. 

Curious about Quakers who are curious about Jung? 
Check out <www.quaker.org/fcrp>. 

Teach English In China. Short-term (3-4 weeks) or 
longer assignments available. Salary plus free hous
ing provided. Contact <Cjshane@earthlink.com> for In
format ion. 

Costa Rica Study Tours: Visit the Quaker community in 
Monteverde. For information and a brochure contact Sa
rah Stuckey: 011 (506) 645-5436; write: Apdo. 46-5655, 
Monteverde, Costa Rica; email:<crstudy@ racsa.co.cr>; 
<www.crstudytours.com>, or call in the USA (520) 364-
8694 

Do you care about the future 
of the Religious Society of Friends? 

A deferred gift with Friends General Conference (be-
quest, charitable gift annuity, trust) will nurture a vital 
Religious Society of Friends. 

For information, please contact Michael [iii Wajda at FGC, 1216 Arch Street, 2-B, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107; (215) 561-1700; 
<michaelw@fgcquaker.org> 

Young Adult Leadership Development Program at 
Pendle Hill: a service-learning and spiri tual enrich-
ment internship for 12 young people ages 18- 24. Ex-
perience community life, explore service opportunities 
both individually and as a group, participate m soc1al 
justice-oriented workshops and field trips, explore spiri-
tual practice and reflect together. June 15-August 3, 
2003. Modest stipend. 
Social Action and Social Witness Internships: a 
Sept.--June service internship for young adults and 
seasoned activists. Room, board, tuition, and health 
insurance provided. Ground your activism in spiritual 
community! 
Contact: Julian O'Reilley, (610) 566-4507/(BOO) 742-
3150, ext. 129; <Julian@pendlehill.org>. 

Support Quaker House, 
Fayetteville/ Ft. Bragg, N.C. 

A frontline Friends peace witness since 1969. Gl Coun-
seling. Draft/CO Information. Peace Research. Educa-
tion and Action. 223 Hillside Avenue, Fayetteville, NC 
28301 . (910) 323-3912. <WWW. quakerhouse.org>. New 
Quaker House T·Shirts --$13 each, postpaid. 

Quaker House Ann Arbor has penod1c opemngs 1n a SIX· 
person intentional community based on Friends principles. 
(734) 761-7435. <quakerhouse@umich.edu>. <www.ic.org 
.qhaa> 

Quaker Writers and Artists! 
Quakers used to shun the arts-but no morel Join the 
Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts; get our exciting, 
informative newsletter, "Types & Shadows"; keep up 
with other artistic Friends around the country; and help 
create a new chapter in Quaker history. Membership: 
$24/yr. FQA, P.O. Box 58565, Philadelphia, PA 19102. 
e-mail: <fqa@quaker.org>. Web: <www.quaker.org/ 
fqa>. 

Personals 

Concernedc5i~ 
Concerned Singles links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about peace, social justice, racism, 
gender equity, environment. Nationwide. All ages. 
StraighVGay. Since 1984. Free sample: Box 444-FJ, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242; (413) 445-6309; <http://www 
.concemedsingles.com>. 
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Single Booklovers, a national group, has been getting 
unattached booklovers together since 1970. Please 
write Box 117, Gradyville, PA 19039, or call (610) 358-
5049. 

Positions Vacant 
Manager, Lake Paupac Club Lodge. Summer position 
in the Poconos for a live-in manager to operate a Lodge 
as Community Center for approximately 60 cottage own
ers, their families, and guests from June 27 to August 30. 
Operates three Lodge rooms as a B&B and caters 3 to 4 
meals weekly for approximately 30 diners. Caters two 
large picnics (for 200) and supports other Lodge activi
ties. Contract position wah responsibility for hiring and 
compensating support staff. Private room provided in 
Lodge. Compensation negotiable. Please send resume 
or requests for additional information to Mike Piattelli, 10 
Colonial Way, Malvern, PA 19355 or e-mail, <michael 
.piattelli@us.IBM.com>. 

Friends Camp located 1n South Ch1na, Maine, seeks 
counselors with skills in pottery, photography, crafts, mu
sic, sailing, sports, and lifeguards. Kitchen assistant, and 
maintenance staff are also needed. A nurse, physician 
assistant, or EMT is of major importance to us. Maine 
state licensing will be required. Apply to Susan Morris, 
Director, Friends Camp, P.O. Box 84, East Vassalboro, 
ME 04935. Tel: (207) 923-3975. <smorris@pivot.net>, 
<www.friendscamp.org>. 

~Comp 0.~ W••• 
Now hiring staff for the summer of 2003. Camp counse
lors and cooks are needed. Must be 18 years old. Life
guards and experience working with children a plus for 
counselor candidates. Dates of employment are June 
15-August 17, 2003. Call Travis at (609) 654-8846 for 
more information and application packet. 

Chicago Friends Meeting is seek1ng a part-t1me Meeting 
Secretary. Duties would include promoting a sense of com
munity, performing administrative tasks, and be Meeting 
liaison to provide visibility to the wider community. Send 
resumes and/or inquiries to Chicago Friends Meeting, Attn: 
Becky Garris Perry, 10749 S. Artesian Avenue, Chicago, IL 
60655; (773) 445-8949. 

Intern Posltion-AFSC Washington Office: Starting Sep
tember 1, 2003, this full-time, paid, nine-month position is 
usually filled by a recent college graduate. The intern will 
assist in varied program, interpretation, and advocacy tasks 
arising from AFSC work on peace and social justice issues 
and also with Davis House, an international guest house. 
Applications close on March 17. Full job description and 
application from: AFSC, 1822 R Street, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20009 

For Exciting International Teaching Opportunities! 
information on obtaining salaried teaching and ad-
ministrative positions in outstanding International Schools, 
contact Sally Gordon or Robert Harnwell at Search Asso-
elates. (484) 356-0971 or <sallyjogordon@aol.com>. 

Pendle Hill High School Youth Camp Leaders (3): 
Facilitate and help plan weeklong Quaker high school 
program. Service projects, field trips, discussions, games, 
Quaker values and history. July 4--14, 2003, plus plan-
ning weekend in May. 
Summer Youth Programs Co-Coordinator: Plan and 
co-lead 7-week young adult service and spiritual enrich-
ment program, weeklong high school program. A trans-
formational leadership opportunity! May-August (nego-
liable). Room, board, and salary provided. 
Contact: Julian O'Reilley, (610) 566-4507/(800) 742-
3150, ext.129; <julian@ pendlehill.org>. 

Summer Employment 
Staff Needed. Quaker owned/directed camp since 1946. 
Located in one of the most spectacular areas of the U.S., in 
Adirondacks near Lake Placid, N.Y. Positions available for 
cabin and specialty counselors as well as some department 
head and administrative positions. Good salaries and ac
commodations. Single or married, children of staff warmly 
welcomed. See our ad on page 25. Call Mike or Christine at 
(609) 688-0368. 

Interns: 9-12 month commitment. Assist with hospitality 
and seminar planning at William Penn House. Room and 
board with small stipend. Applications from gays, lesbians, 
and people of color are welcome. 5 blocks from the Capitol, 
Supreme Court, and near the Smithsonian Museums. 515 
East Capitol Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003, (202) 543-
5560, fax: (202) 543-3814, <dirpennhouse@pennsnet.org>, 
<www.Quaker.org/penn-house>. 
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Real Estate 

Cohousing Community near Gettysburg, Pa. 14 clus
tered homes on 80 acre working Christmas tree farm. 
Active/passive solar, on site wastewater recycling, or
ganic gardens, consensus decision making. Great place 
for young families. Breaking Ground May 2003, 8 lots 
available. (717) 334-9426 or <www.hundredfoldfarm 
.org>. Consult <www.cohousing.org> for more info on 
coho using. 

Property Wanted: A Friendly PYM family looking to relo
cate and buy a home in West Chester, Pennsylvania bor
ough. We have excellent references and are looking for the 
following: 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, living room. dining room, 
kitchen, garage-anything larger is a bonus. Able to move 
immediately. Please contact Nancy Diaz-Svalgard (717) 
284-9933 or <diazsval@redrose.net>. 

Cohousing unit for sale in Atlanta's East Lake Com
mons community. Large, 4-level unit. Has 4 bedrooms, 
3 1/2 baths on upper 3 levels; plus daylight basement with 
two additional bedrooms, bath. and kitchen for potential 
rental income. Raised ceilings. energy efficient appliances, 
many upgrades. Call (404) 370-0839 for more information or 
e-mail <alyavery@mindspring.com>. 

Property wanted-for year-round living. First time 
home buyer looking for land to build a log cabin, (i f the 
cabin is already there-great!) in Vermont. Buyer's 
work requires access to cable/satellite internet con
nection. Would love to have something sweet and 
simple in place by this spring or sooner. Please call 
Bobbie and leave your message. All calls will be re
turned. Thank you. (215) 242-3659. 

Rentals & Retreats 
Cape May Beach lovers, feel the sand in your toes. 
Centrally located, beautiful, new 4-bedroom Cape, sleeps 
8, central air, 2 1/2 baths. Large kitchen with all conve
niences. $1,600 per week July and August. Great week
end, and off-season rates. Edie at <eyler@ptd.net> or 
(484) 232-6222. 

Scenic, private cottage high above rocky waterfront, 
Sebago Lake, Maine. Sleeps 5, 2 BR, 2 BA. Two weeks 
minimum June 28-August 3. Reasonable rates. Telephone: 
(802) 649-5152. E-mail: <kathleen.k.shepherd@dartmouth 
. edu>. 

Blueberry Cottage on organic lavender, blueberry and 
dairy goat farm in the mountains of N. Carolina. Pond, 
mountain views, protected river. Sleeps 8+. Family farm 
visit or romantic getaway. Near Celo Friends Meeting. By 
week or day. <mountainfarm @aol.com> or (828) 675-
4856. 

Chincoteague Is land, Va. Off-Season (before 6/15 or 
after 9/3): Two adjacent, fully equipped vacation homes; 
sleep 8 or 10. Walk to town, bike to Assateague Island 
National Seashore, birdwatch anywhere. Polite pets 
permitted. Weekly rates $420, $490 respectively; week
end costs half. (703) 448-8678 or <markvanraden 
@yahoo.com>. 

3 bedroom, 1 and 1/2 bath, charming cottage for rent on 
Chincoteague Island in Va. Has all amenities and sleeps 
up to 13. On quiet street with view of bay. Perfect for 
contemplative retreats or fun gatherings. Call (804) 262-
6660 for more information. 

Mid-Maine Clapboard Cottage. Distinctive family retreat in 
three acres of woodland, near Washington Pond. Sleeps 4/ 
6. Sunroom, wood-burning stove, washer, canoe. Half-hour 
drive to coast. $430/wk. (207) 845-2208. 

Cape May, N.J. Beach House-weekly rentals; weekend 
rentals in off-season. Sleeps 12+. Great for family re-
unions! Block from beach. Close to mall. Ocean views 
from wraparound porch. Call: (718) 398-3561. 

A Friendly Maul Vacation on a Quaker organic farm, 
close to local beaches, local stone and cedar cottage 
with large octagon room and picture window with 
view of the Pacific. Private entrance, full kitchen, or-
ganic garden, and hot tub. Bed and breakfast-$90 
per day. 
Also, newly built dwelling with two large bedrooms and 
sleeping porch overlooking the Pacific Ocean and tropi-
cal forest. Tile bath with Jacuzzi-modern kitchen-
carpeted throughout. Suitable for family or club use. 
$120 per day-3 days minimum. 
Write or call Henrietta and Wm. Vitarelli, 375 Kawelo 
Road, Haiku, HI 96708. Telephone: (808) 572-9205. 
Fax: (808) 572-6048. 

Pocono Manor. Beautiful, rustic mountain house suitable 
for gatherings, retreats, and reunions. Seven bedrooms. 
Three full baths. Beds for 15. Fully equipped. Deck with 
mountain view. Hiking trails from back door. Weekends or 
by the week, April through October. Contact Jonathan Snipes: 
(215) 880-1231 . 

Bald Head Island, N.C. Panoramic view of ocean, dunes, 
lagoon, and golf course from four-bedroom, two-bath
room, beautifully furnished house with wraparound deck, 
two electric golf carts. 14 miles of beach, championship 
golf, tennis, croquet, swimming, and fishing. 13,000 acres 
of maritime wilderness. Many birds and wildflowers. No 
cars on island. Peaceful, friendly. Rental by day or week. 
(215) 699-9186. 

Cuernavaca, Mexico: Families, friends, study groups 
enjoy this beautiful Mexican house. Mexican family 
staff provide excellent food and care. Six twin bed
rooms, with bath and own entrance. Large living and 
dining room, long terrace with dining area and moun
tain and volcano views. Large garden and heated pool. 
Close to historic center and transportation. Call Edith 
Nicholson (11 O) 52-777-3180383 Central Daylight time 
8 a.m.-10 a.m. 

Retirement Living 

~~ 
SERVICES FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

Kendal communities and services reflect sound man
agement, adherence to Quaker values, and respect for 
each individual. 
Continuing care retirement communities: 
Kendal at Longwood; Crosslands • Kennett Square, 
Pa. 
Kendal at Hanover • Hanover, N.H. 
Kendal at Oberlin • Oberlin, Ohio 
Kendal at Ithaca • Ithaca, N.Y. 
Kendal at Lexington • Lexington, Va. 
Communities under development: 
Kendal on Hudson • Sleepy Hollow, N.Y . 
Kendal at Granville • Granville, Ohio 
Independent living with residential services: 
Coniston and Cartmel • Kennett Square, Pa. 
Nursing care, residential and assisted living: 
Barclay Friends • West Chester, Pa. 
Advocacy/education programs: 
Untie the Elderly • Pa. Restraint Reduction Initiative 
Kendal Corporation Internships 
For information, call or write: Doris Lambert, The 
Kendal Corporation, P.O. Box 100, Kennett Square, 
PA 19348. (610) 388-5581 . E-mail: <info@kcorp.kendal 
.or>. 

Friends Homes, Inc., founded by North 
Carolina Yearly Meeting of the Society of 
Friends, has been providing retirement op
tions since 1968. Both Friends Homes at 
Guilford and Friends Homes West are fee
for-service, continuing care retirement com 

munities offering independent living, assisted living, 
and skilled nursing care. Located in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, both communities are close to Guilford Col
lege and several Friends meetings. Enjoy the beauty 
of four seasons, as well as outstanding cultural, 
intellectual, and spi ritual opportunities in an area 
where Quaker roots run deep. For information please 
call: (336) 292-9952, or write: Friends Homes West, 
6100 W. Friendly Avenue, Greensboro, NC 27410. 
Friends Homes, Inc. owns and operates communities 
dedicated to the letter and spirit of Equal Housing 
Opportunity. 

Foxdale Village, for Quaker-directed life care. A vibrant 
and caring community that encourages and supports 
men and women as they seek to live life fully and grace
fully in harmony with the principles of simplicity, diversity, 
equality, mutual respect, compassion, and personal in· 
volvement. Spacious ground-floor apartments and com
munity amenities such as library, auditorium, wood shop, 
computer lab. CCAC Accredited. Reasonable fees include 
medical care. 500 East Marylyn Avenue, Department 
F, State College, PA 16801-6269. For more information, 
call Lenna Gill at (800) 253-4951. <www.foxdalevillage 
.org>. 
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INalton Retirement Home, a nonprofit ministry of Ohio 
'I' early Meeting since 1944, offers an ideal place for re
:irement. Both assisted living and independent living fa
:ilities are ~vailable. For further information, please call 
\11rmal or D1ana Kaul at (740) 425-2344, or write to Walton 
~etirement Home, 1254 East Main Street, Barnesville, 
:JH 43713. 

Schools 
The Quaker School at Horsham, a value-centered el-
3mentary and middle school for students with learning 
:lifferences. Small, remedial classes, qualified staff serv
ng Philadelphia, Bucks, and Montgomery Counties. 318 
1.1eeting House Road, Horsham, PA 19044. (215) 674-
2875. 

Rancocas Friends School : Pre-K, half and full day, after 
>chool care, quality academic and developmentally appro
:mate program w1th Quaker values. Affordable tuition finan
:ial aid. 201 Main Street, Rancocas (Village), NJ 08073. 
:so9) 267-1265. Fax: (856) 795-7554. 

Frankfo.rd Friends School: coed, Pre-K to grade 8; serving 
:enter c1ty, Northeast, and most areas of Philadelphia. We 
!)rovide children with an affordable yet challenging aca
:lemic program in a small, nurturing environment. Frankford 
Friends School, 1500 Orthodox Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19124. (215) 533-5368. 

Sandy Spring Friends School. Five- or seven-day board
ng option for grades 9-12. Day school pre-K through 12. 
:;allege preparatory, upper school AP courses. Strong 
;~rts and academics, visual and performing arts, and team 
;~thletic programs. Coed. Approximately 480 students. 
140-acre campus less than an hour from Washington, 
D.C., and Baltimore, Md. International programs. lncor
:>orating traditional Quaker values. 16923 Norwood Road 
Sandy Spring, MD 20860. (301) 774-7455, eX1. 158: 
<www.ssfs.org>. 

Junior high boarding school for grades 7, 8, 9. Small 
academic classes, challenging outdoor experiences, com
munity service, consensus decision making, daily work 
projects in a small, caring, community environment. Arthur 
Morgan School, 1901 Hannah Branch Road, Burnsville, 
NC 2871 4. (828) 675-4262. 

:::ome visit Olney Friends School on your cross-country 
travels, SIX m11es south of 1-70 1n the green hills of eastern 
::>hio. A residential high school and farm, neX1 to Stillwater 
Meetinghouse, Olney is college preparation built around 
truthful thinking, inward listening, loving community, and 
useful worl<. 61830 Sandy Ridge Road, Barnesville, OH 
43713. (740) 425-3655. 

Stratford Friends School provides a strong academic 
program in a warm, supportive, ungraded setting for chil
:lren ages 5 to 13 who learn d ifferently. Small classes and 
an enriched curriculum answer the needs of the whole 
:hild. An at-risk program for five-year-olds is available. 
The school also offers an extended day program, tutor
ing, and summer school. Information: Stratford Friends 
School, 5 Llandillo Road, Havertown, PA 19083. (610) 
446-3144. 

United Friends School: coed; preschool-S; emphasizing 
mtegrated, developmentally appropriate curriculum, includ
Ing whole language and manipulative math; serving upper 
Bucks County. 20 South 101h Street, Quakertown, PA 18951. 
(215) 538-1733. 

Lansdowne Friends School-a small Friends school for 
boys and gir1s three years of age through sixth grade, rooted 
1n Quaker values. We provide children with a quality academic 
and a developmentally appropriate program in a nurturing 
environment. Whole language, thematic education, conflict 
resolution, Spanish, after-school care, summer program. 
110 N. Lansdowne Avenue, Lansdowne, PA 19050. (610) 
623-2548. 

Services Offered 

~'nclJofff:-? ~i~!~~re 
~[GO:f) Wedding 

J Website 
www.Qu.lkc:rWedding.eom 

Recently updated! Photos of illustrated and call igraphed 
Wedding Certificates realistically hand-drawn in colored inks. 
Ketubahs, gay celebrations of commitment and non-Quaker 
examples. Ideas, and easy online form for fast estimates. E
mail Jennifer Snow Wolff, a birthright Friend, for sample 
vows. <snowolff@att.net>. We don't spam. Allow one month 
for Finished Artwork. 

Celo Valley Books: Personal attention to all phases of book 
production (25 to 5,000 copies). Typing, editing, layout, final 
dehvery. Free brochure. 346 Seven Mile Ridge Road, 
BurnSVIlle, NC 28714. 
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• Calligraphy e • Marriage Cert~icates 

• Graphic Design 
• Note Cards 
• Illustration 

Ahimsa Graphics, 24 Cavanaugh Ct., Saunderstown, Rl 
02874. (401) 294-7769 or (888) 475-6219. 

Moving to North Carolina? Maybe David Brown, a Quaker 
real estate broker, can help. Contact him at 1208 Pinewood 
Dr., Greensboro, NC 27410. (336) 294-2095. 

Custom Marriage Certificates, and other traditional or 
decorated documents. Various calligraphic styles and wa
tercolor designs available. Over ten years' experience. Pam 
Bennett, P. 0 . Box 136, Uwchlan, PA 19480. (610) 458-
4255. <Prb@ stonehedgefunding.com>. 

We are a fellowship, Friends mostly, seeking to enrich and 
expand our spiritual experience. We seek to obey the prompt
Ings of the S~1nt, however named. We meet, publish, corre
spond. lnqumes welcome! Write Quaker Universalist Fel
lowship, 121 Watson Mill Road, Landenberg, PA 19350-
9344. 

~tudios 
Marriage certificates, invitations, etc. Do justice to your 
event w1th our calligraphy and award-winning graphic 
design. Check <WWW.flsdesign.com>, or phone toll-free 
(800)763-0053. 

HENRY I~·'""""'"'"' FREEMAN Centerville, IN 47330 
Phone: 765-855-5405 

ASSOCIATES E-mail: HFreeAssocOaol.com 

Consulting services for educational institutions and 
nonprofit or~anizations. Fundraising. Capital campaigns. 
Planned g1v1ng. Recent chants include liberal arts 
colleges, seminaries, independent schools, social ser-
vice agencies, Pendle Hill, FGC, and many other Friends 
organizations. 

Summer Camps 

Night Eagle Wilderness Adventures, in Vermont's 
Green Mountains, is a unique primitive summer camp 
designed to build a boy's self-confidence and foster 
a better understanding of native peoples and their 
relationship with the Earth. Activities tend to spring 
from the natural environment and teach boys to rely 
on their own ingenuity. Through community living 
and group decision making, campers learn to live 
and play together in a spirit of cooperation rather 
than competition. For 40 boys, ages 1 0-14. Two, three 
and six week sessions. Please visit our website: 
<www.nighteaglewilderness.com> or call for a full 
brochure: (802) 773-7866. 

Accredited by The American Camping Association 

""'""·· """w .... 
One- and two-week sessions for boys and girls ages 
7-14. Built on the Quaker testimonies of Peace, Edu-
cation, Simplicity, Stewardship, Equality, and Integrity, 
our diverse community builds new friendships in a 
"family" atmosphere. We live and play together and 
learn to appreciate one another in our outdoor, resi-
dent1al camp setting. For information call Travis (609) 
654-8846, P. 0. Box 263, Medford, NJ 08055. Finan-
cial aid available. 

Journey's End Farm Camp 
is a farm devoted to children for sessions of two or three 
weeks each summer. Farm animals, gardening, nature, 
ceramics, shop. 
Nonviolence, simplicity, reverence for nature are empha-
sized in our program centered in the life of a Quaker farm 
family. For 32 boys and gir1s, 7- 12 years. Welcome all 
races. Apply ear1y. Car1 and Kristin Curtis, RR 1 Box 136, 
Newfoundland, PA 18445. Telephone: (570) 689-3911 . 
Financial aid available. 

Pendle Hill 's High School Youth Camp, for ages 15-
18, July 6-13, 2003. Join 20 young people from all 
over the country in service projects, Quaker commu
nity life, exploration of social justice issues, sessions 
in our art studio, field trips, and fun. Call (61 0) 566-
4507/(800) 742-3150, extension 129; or write <julian 
@pendlehill.org>. 

Camp Woodbrooke, Wisconsin 
Make friends, experience community, develop ski lls, 
and learn about the environment. Daily meeting. 

-.= .. - Quaker leadership. Ages 7-12, 34 boys and gir1s, 
2-3wks. Brochure (608) 647-8703, <WWW.campwoodbrooke 
.com>. 

Make friends, make music at Friends Music Camp. Sum
mer program emphasizing music, community, Quaker val
ues; ages 10-18. For information, brochure, video: FMC, 
P.O. Box 427, Yellow Springs, OH 45387. (937) 767-1311 
or (937) 767-1818. <musicfmc@yahoo.com>. 

Summer Rentals 
Adirondacks-Housekeeping cabins on quiet, unspoiled 
lake-fireplaces-fully equipped-June thru Septem
ber-(609) 654-3659 or write Dreby, Cranberry Lake, NY 
12927. 

Woodstock, Vt., Idyllic retreat. House on 25 acres, 
fields and pastures, wonderful swimming pond. Sleeps 
7, sublime for 2. Haybarn converted to summer living 
room. Close to town. $1,500/week, $2,800/2 weeks June
August. References. No pets, no smoking. (207) 781-
7117. 

Provence, France. Beautiful secluded stone house, vii-
lage near Avignon, 3 BR (sleeps 5-6). kitchen/dining room, 
spacious living room, modem bathroom. Terrace, court-
yard, view of medieval castle. Separate second house 
sleeps 4. Both available year-round $1 ,200-2,900/mo. 
<WWW.rent-in-provence.com>. Marc Simon, rue Oume, 
30290 Saint Victor, France, <msimon@wanadoo.fr>; or 
J. Simon, 124 Bondcroft, Buffalo, NY 14226, (716) 836-
8698. 

Prince Edward Island (Canada): 3 BR, 1 1/2 baths, 
cottage with view of Bay. Modern kitchen, huge deck. 
3-acre lawn. July- August $650/ week. June or Sept. 
$500/ week. Website: <WWW.vrbo.com>. #10301 (610) 
520-9596 

U o you have a service to offer, 
a product to sell, or a talent 

to promote? How about 
announcements, messages, 

or personal requests? Aie you 
looking for a job, or do you have 
a job opening? FRIENDS j OURNAL 

advertising can help you advance 
whatever you have to offer. 

A~verti$e liere! 
Make a splfi.5.h .in frie·f1~$ 

Jc~r,~L 

1216 Aich Street, 2A, 

Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835 
(215) 563-8629 

adsales@friendsjournal.org 
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Pendle Hill's Religion and Social Issues Forum presents 

RACIAL JUSTICE AS ECONOMIC JUSTICE 

2003 Annual Forum Conference 
Friday May 2-Sunday, May 4 
Arch Street Meeting House, 4th & Arch Streets, downtown Philadelphia 

''The inseparable twin of racial injustice is economic injustice." 
-Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Corne I West, described as one of America's most vital and eloquent public intellectuals, Professor 

of Religion at Princeton University and author of more than 13 books, including Race Matters; Jevvs and 

Blacks: Let the Healing Begin; and The Future of American Progressivism. 

Manning Mar a b I e I Professor of History and Political Science, and the Founding Director 

of the Institute for Research in African-American Studies at Columbia University, prominent lecturer on 

the politics and history of race in America, and co-founder of the Black Radical Congress. 

Ada Maria I sasi -0 iaz, Professor of Ethics at Drew University Theological School, 

activist theologian and feminist specializing in the interconnections of sexism, ethnic prejudice-racism, and 

economic oppression-classism and a leading articulator of Mujerista Liberation Theology. 

Jerry Leaphart, trial lawyer working on the question of reparations for the descendants 

of slaves, member of Wilton Monthly Meeting and a delegate to the 2001 UN World Conference 

Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance in Durban, South Africa. 

Conference will include: 
~ Workshops exploring a wide range of racial and economic justice topics 

~ Dialogues facilitated by local activists and leaders 

~Musical celebration with NaNiKha, a Philadelphia-based women's a 
capella group 

~ An optional tour of the African-American Museum 

~ Worship services from diverse cultural traditions 

Interested? Contad our Registrar for 
more information: 
800.742.3150 ext. 142 (U.S. only) or 610.566.4507 ext. 142 
registrar@pendlehill.org. 

Registration Details: 
~ Registration fee $140 if paid by April16; $160 thereafter. $85 Student 

rate. 

~ Fee includes speakers, workshops. music, Friday and Saturday dinners. 
and Saturday and Sunday lunches. 

~Matching scholarships available. 

~ Arrange for housing early. Reduced rates available at Holiday Inn 
Historic District if reserved by April11. 

I PENnLE HILL 
A Quaker Center for Study and Contemplation 
338 Plush Mill Road • Wallingford, PA 19063 
www.pendlehill.org 
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