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Among Friends 

The Local Side of Globalization 

I 've traveled quite a bit this spring-to Idaho, Wyoming, North Carolina, New 
York, passing through Georgia, Utah, and Nevada. In my travels, I've noticed a 
remarkable number of restaurants, stores, and travel industry businesses that are 

ubiquitous-the same from East to West to South, with completely predictable 
offerings of food or merchandise, or pleasant enough cookie-cutter lodging_ There's 
an upside and a downside to all of this. The upside is that one may find what one is 
looking for without much fuss_ I recently joined a nationally franchised women's gym 
and was able to work out in various locations along my route as I traveled in North 
Carolina. I found myself hungry for a particular type of food-and there was the 
restaurant I sought, just looming into sight. The downside is much more insidious. 
When those big chains arrive--especially large retail establishments-a good many 
local businesses go under, and we lose local color along with needed jobs. What 
happens to our culture when local businesses, where they know you by name and 
have some sense of who you are, are dosed down by big chains, where interactions 
with staff mostly seem impersonal? Many in my neighborhood resisted the 
redevelopment of a nearby shopping center because the developers proposed to make 
a nationwide pharmacy the anchor store in a shopping area that currently consists of 
owner-run businesses. Our nearby local pharmacy, one of the few stores I can still go 
where the owner/pharmacist knows who I am and greets me personally, likely would 
have been forced to close_ Bigger is not always better, and I'm glad I still can place a 
call to my local pharmacist and request to have my prescriptions delivered to my 
home on days when I'm way too busy to get to his store before closing. 

These ruminations were prompted by David Morse's "A Quaker Response to 

Economic Globalization" (p- 6). After learning about the militarization of the police 
force that confronted essentially nonviolent protestors at the North American Free 
Trade Agreement demonstrations in Miami last November, I invited David Morse to 
write something for us about this ominous trend. He responded with a very 
thoughtful and wider-ranging piece on the effects of globalization. One of his first 
sentences sets the tone: "The challenges arising from economic globalization are surely 
among the greatest we face together as Friends." I encourage you to read it. 

We have had an additional staff change here at the JoURNAL. After 2 1 months of 
outstanding work with our circulation and marketing systems and procedures, Larry 
Moore is now serving as director of marketing for Episcopal Life. We miss him, but 
heartily wish him well. I'm pleased to announce that Anita G utierrez is our new 
circulation and marketing manager. A native Californian, Anita worked as marketing 
director for the Center for Third World Organizing_ Actively involved in the 
founding of the Independent Press Association, Anita directed all technical assistance 
programs for the IPA and was responsible for event planning and public relations of 
the IPA's New York office_ In her most recent position as associate publisher with 
City Limits, an urban affairs magazine in New York C iry, Anita handled marketing, 
advertising, and development tasks. She has told me that she is passionate about peace 
and social justice work. We are delighted to have her join us! 
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"Why Quakers Should Learn to 
Apologize" (by Dee Birch Cameron, F]Feb. 
2003) is a fine article. As a child from whom 
apologies were not accepted because ipso 
facto they were meaningless, writings on 
apology immediately catch my attention. 

The paragraph on excuses leaves me 
puzzled. Perhaps I've misunderstood it. It 
appears to say that excuses are a positive 
accompaniment to apologies. My 
interpretation of that is that the excuse 
divertS attention from and thereby diminishes 
the significance of the ''I'm sorry." 

The injured parry is looking for the 
apology. I don't think that the excuse makes 
that person feel more comfortable, but 
rather, less comfortable. The injured party 
wants to hear that no matter what the 
excuse, the person committing the offense is 
truly sorry. The ability to convey this has a 
powerful impact on the injured parry and 
says that no matter what the reason for 
what happened, I, the apologizer, respect 
your feelings. 

Perhaps at another time, when emotions 
have settled, there would be an 
opportunity for the apologizer to explain 
what had happened. This might also give 
the apologizer an opportunity to present 
what his or her thinking has been since the 
event and whatever steps have been taken to 
minimize the likelihood of a repeat 
performance. All of this depends largely on 
the relationship between the apologizer and 
the offended. 

Culture and circumstance might tend to 
make the follow-up unattainable. I do think 
in more instances than not, though, the 
follow-up is attainable. 

Ruth Pennoyer 
West Orange, N.J. 

Scott Simon's candor 
I wanted to write and tell you how much 

I've appreciated the discussion regarding 
Scott Simon's various writings in FRIENDS 
JouRNAL. I value his thoughts and concerns, 
and respect greatly his candor, particularly in 
light of regrettable attacks on him. In similar 
fashion, I find the vast majority of responses 
to his letters as being gracious and 
thoughrful. It is profoundly sad that there 
are the few who are so committed to their 
views that they cannot respect those 
expressed by others. More sadly, they 
present themselves in the most uncharitable 
and unquakerly light possible. 

Having said this, I suggest that it would 
be a great service to your readers to offer a 
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Quakers to address our values in a 
meaningful way. 

I look forward to the arrival each month 
of the then current issue. Keep up the good 
and valuable work! 

Scudder G. Stevem 
Kennett Square, Pa. 

Whose responsibility? 
I, too, wish to comment regarding Scott 

Simon's Forum letter ("Please imagine 
other faces, too," Nov. 2003). Yes, everyone 
feels saddened seeing the skeletons being 
exhumed from the mass graves oflraq. Yes, 
Saddam Hussein murdered thousands. But 
this must be put into context. The United 
States bears a lot of responsibility for those 
mass graves, in that with the end of the war, 
our generals allowed Saddam to keep his 
armed helicopter gunships. President 
George H. W. Bush called for the people of 
Iraq to rise up and overthrow Saddam. 
These mass graves are probably the result of 
our policy. Maybe my assumption is wrong, 
but I believe we would not have had the 
mass graves if the aforementioned 
circumstances had not occurred. 

Sandra Beerends 
Willis Wharf, Va. 

Evil is not popular 
I am writing in response to the article, 

"See No Evil," by Donna G lee Will.iams (F] 
Jan). I feel M. Scott Peck's book, People of 
the Lie, was misrepresented. Its subtitle is The 
Hope for Healing Human EviL His entire 
theory is that evil is an emotional illness that 
can be healed. Hence, when he describes 
someone as being evil, he is not dismissing 
them, he is merely diagnosing them. 

Also, I think Donna Glee Williams 
referred to this book as "popular." Although 
it was on the bestseller list, I suspect that 
this was because ofM. Scott Peck's 
reputation based on his previous book, The 
Road Less Traveled. I heard him once say 
during an interview that when he went on 
speaking engagements, no one ever wanted 
to discuss People of the Lie. Evil is not a 
popular subject. 

Personally, I think this is a very thought
provoking book. It is the only one of M. 
Scott Peck's books that I own, and it is on 
my "favorites" bookshelf. 

MarianRhys 
Ponland, Oreg. 

Anna Poplawska's article in the January 
issue ("With Malice coward None, Charity 
toward All") is thought-provoking, but I 
question her conclusion that President 
George W. Bush "deserves [our] compassion 
and forgiveness" for his decision to go to war 
in Iraq. That policy did not adversely affect 
me or most other Quakers. Thus he did 
nothing for which I owe him forgiveness; 
that is the prerogative of the persons whom 
he is sending to Iraq and of their families. 

She also perceives an "asymmetry in how 
Quakers treat the differing sides of a 
conflict." She believes that we ought to be 
neutral in facing the participants, as she says 
Quakers traditionally have been. I hope 
such neutrality need not always apply to a 
matter in dispute. HistOrically, that hasn' t 
been the case. 

Quakers may have been neutral in 
the American Revolution, but definitely 
were not so in the Civil War or World 
War II. "Friend" Janney of Lincoln 
Meeting in Loudoun County, Virginia, 
advised President Abraham Lincoln {whom 
he addressed Quaker-like as Abram) that 
the primary objective of the Civil W ar 
should be the abolition of slavery, not 
solely the preservation of the Union as 
Lincoln believed. 

My own convictions about neutrality 
relate ro World War II. I was an America
Firster following Charles Lindbergh in 1941 
as opposed to U.S. support of the Allies. I 
was deferred from the drafr because my job 
was classified (incorrectly) as essential to the 
war effort. I continued to be against the war 
until its end in August 1945, but of course 
neither I nor my acquaintances in the 
Civilian Conservation Corps were neutral 
about who we wanted to win. 

john P. Alcock 
Marshall, V a. 

Carrying the love of God 
I am an active member and regular 

attendee of Northside Meeting in Chicago, 
Illinois. Since, to the best of my recollection, 
I am the only person to give vocal ministry 
using my experiences of death row visitation, 
I assume that I am the woman Anna 
Poplawska refers to in her article "With 
Malice coward None, Charity toward All" 
(F]Jan.) as giving frequent messages 
"regarding prisoners and death row inmates 
.. . about what wonderful people they are 
when you get to know them, how moving 
their letters are, and how important it is for 
us to offer them forgiveness." This seems to 
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me to be a distortion of the messages I have 
given and I think it is important to convey 
the message actually given but not 
apparently heard by Anna. 

I have given several messages over the last 
few years, using different experiences in my 
life but all giving essentially the same 
message: I have been called to speak about 
the awesome experience of being called, 
submitting myself to the call, and being 
faithful to the work that God has written on 
my heart for me to do and to attest to the 
incredible gifts that have ensued from my 
faithfulness, i.e., having my heart filled with 
peace, joy, gratitude, love, and compassion. 
A few of these messages have used my 
experience of visiting death row as the 
vehicle. I have also spoken of my experiences 
with my family of origin, my call to study 
art, and serendipitous experiences from my 
life to give this message. 

In one message I spoke quite openly of 
my crisis of faith just before my first visit to 
death row: I was filled with self-doubt about 
my call to do this work, thinking that I had 
misheard the call and overestimated my 
ability to actually find that of God in these 
men, particularly a serial child molester! 
murderer I had learned I had been assigned 
to visit. "Who do you think you are, Sophie 
de Ia Mar?" I said to mysel£ I spoke about 
the grace of God then filling me with 
readiness to go ahead with this visit- how 
the people of my meeting, ochers in 
attendance at an Illinois Yearly Meeting 
committee, and other volunteers who would 
be visiting with me ministered to me until 
the Spirit filled me and walked with me into 
that unit, shining Light to help me find and 
answer that of God in the men I visited. I 
testified to my wonder and awe at finding 
those places in these men where God 
dwelled and in being an instrument used by 
the Spirit to do such a thing (something I 
could never have done on my own). I shared 
the incredible fullness my heart felt in 
carrying the love of God to these men. It 
seemed miraculous to me! 

But never did I talk about forgiving 
these men. How could I? I was not the 
injured party. It was not my place to 
forgive. I have, however, also spoken of the 
incredible inspiration of the men and 
women who belong to Murder Victim's 
Families for Reconciliation, people who 
have done the hard work of forgiving men 
like these. I admire these people so much 
and find hope for the world in their 
ability to find their way past anger and 
wanting revenge to a place of forgiveness 
and reconciliation. 

My message is about the wonderful 
gifts that come from listening carefully to 
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what God calls you to and being faithful to 
that calling. 

Sophie de Ia Mar 
Chicago, Ill. 

A sacred pilgrimage 
How well Valerie Brown has put it: 

"Travel as Sacred Journey" (F]Feb.). It is a 
thought-provoking article that brings new 
meaning to the concept of Quakers as 
"seekers." 

I took the pilgrimage walk across Spain 
to Santiago de Compostela last year and 
found the outdoor meditation meaningful. 
My motive was to mark a transition in my 
life, in a very special, personal, and quiet 
way. As a Quaker, I could appreciate "the 
sacred" in the daily grinding walk where I 
touched God in thought, prayer, song, and 
nature. Thanks, Valerie, for putting it all in 
perspective. 

Nancy K Webster 
Naples, Fla. 

On dual membership 
It was striking to me that two of the 

authors of articles in the February issue of 
FRIENDS JouRNAL are in direct conflict with 
the policies of their yearly meetings on the 
issue of dual membership (in a Quaker 
meeting and another religious body). 

Valerie Brown is described as "a member 
of Solebury (Pa.) Meeting, [who] was 
ordained as a lay member of the Tiep Hien 
Order." Chris Parker "is a member of 
Beacon Hill (Mass.) Meeting and pastor of 
Vernon Union Church, an 
interdenominational church in Vernon, Vt." 

Both Philadelphia and New England 
Yearly Meetings forbid, or strongly 
discourage, such dual affiliation. The 1997 
revised edition of Faith and Practice of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting states: "Requests 
for dual membership: Membership is a major 
commitment to participate in a particular 
community of Friends, and full participation 
in two religious bodies at once is usually 
impractical. Except in unusual 
circumstances, a member of Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting belongs to a particular 
monthly meeting and should not hold 
membership in any other religious body, 
including another monthly meeting." 

The current ( 1985) Faith and Practice of 
New England Yearly Meeting is even more 
harsh. It states (p. 239): "joining Other 
Bodies: If a member in good standing wishes 
to unite with some other religious 
denomination, the monthly meeting may 
grant a letter of recommendation ... , 

whereupon membership with Friends shall 
cease. Any member who unites with another 
denomination without having requested a 
letter of recommendation from the monthly 
meeting shall be dropped from the rolls and 
informed of this action." 

Because my yearly meeting (New 
England) is in the process of revision of its 
Faith and Practice (F&P), I undertook a 
survey of variation in policies on dual 
membership. I first searched for F&P 
statements available on the W odd Wide 
Web for all North American yearly meetings, 
as well as several others. If the F&P was not 
on the Web, I sent a request to the yearly 
meeting. I was able to obtain the policies of 
29 North American yearly meetings (only a 
handful were unavailable), as well as those of 
Britain, Australia, Netherlands, and New 
Zealand. The survey is available from me at 
<david.rush@rufts.edu>. 

The conclusions were: 1) There is no 
consistent policy on dual membership 
across the surveyed yearly meetings. 2) 
There is a consistent, but not complete, 
difference between the policies of the yearly 
meetings from the more liberal tradition, 
and those associated with Friends United 
Meeting or from the Evangelical (but not 
Conservative) traditions, in which the 
former are more often silent, or even 
welcoming, and the latter are typically more 
restrictive, or forbidding. 3) The current 
policies of New England Yearly Meeting are 
among the most restrictive. 

What is going on here? It appears that 
the monthly meetings of Friends Brown 
and Parker are (to my mind, quite 
properly) following the Elders at Balby, who 
told us that "the letter killeth, but the Spirit 
giveth life." What is somewhat distressing is 
that the harsh, negative prohibitions are 
being retained in the written guides of 
several yearly meetings while not being 
practiced. In other words, we are enmeshed 
at minimum in inconsistency and 
uncertainty in the application of principle, 
and at worst, in hypocrisy-it's OK for 
some, but not for (less favored) others. 
Would it not be more Quakerly to state 
criteria for membership in a positive way
"The member is expected to ... (fill in the 
blanks}"-and trust the judgment of the 
monthly meeting and the applicant to 
discern if membership is the right path? 

David Rush 
Cambridge, Mass 

Continued on p. 47 
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A \:,LUCKe- I<OPUII~t: 

to Economic Globalization 
by David Morse 

~----How do we bring ow- f.Uth to bea. 
on issues of global trade? 

The question is crucial. The challenges 
arising from economic globalization are 
surely among the greatest we face togeth
er as Friends. 

The Dimensions of 
Globalization 

Economic globalization-once the 
rarified province of trade ministers and 
transnational corporations-is now part 
of our individual lives, whether we like it 
or not. Every time we pick up a newspa
per or shop for food or clothing, we are 
confronted with issues that link us inex
tricably to a world whose human traffic is 
growing increasingly complex and whose 
issues are increasingly interconnected. 

Some ask, "Hasn't global trade long 
been part of human affairs?" 

Certainly, far-flung trade routes have 
existed for millennia. The 13th-century 
spice and silk trader brought Chinese 
innovations to Italy, helping to spark the 
Renaissance. And one of the profoundest 
dislocations in human history was pro
duced by the international slave trade. 

But what distinguishes today's global
ized economy-which has really only 
been around since the 1990s, engineered 
largely by the so-called "neoliberal" prin
ciples fostered by the Bretton Woods
inspired organizations, the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), World Bank, and 
International Monetary Fund (IMF)-is 
first of all the order of magnitude. For the 

David Morse is a member of Stom (Conn.) 
Meeting, a novelist, and author of pamphlets on 
john Woolman and the gklbal economy pub
lished by Pendle HiO (#356) and by New 
England Year{y Meeting's Committee on 
Prejudice and Poverty. He can be reached at his 
website, <www.david-morse.com>. 
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In its Intensity, saturation, velocity, 
and scale, today's global economy amounts 
to an explosion. 

past decade, the movement of goods has 
been growing exponentially. Snowblowers 
assembled in Brazil, shrimp farmed in 
Thailand, wheat grown in the U .S. 
Midwest, are shipped across the globe-
at huge and mostly unacknowledged cost. 

Second is the quality of transforma
tion: the flow of capital and jobs across 
national borders; the ubiquitous pressure 
on indigenous peoples everywhere to 
"modernize"; and the spread oflarge-scale 
U.S.-style capitalism, or "hypercapital
ism," with its emphasis on growth and 
short-term profits at the expense of com
munity and sustainability. 

Third is the expansion of technologies 
such as genetic engineering that carry 
unprecedented threats both to the non
human environment and to the human 
community in all its diversity, threatening 
the survival of indigenous peoples. 

In its intensity, saturation, velocity, and 
scale, today's global economy amounts to 
an explosion. Fueled by overpopulation 
and profits, a petroleum-based trans
portation network, and industrialized 
agricultural practices, this explosion is 
rocking the natural and the human world 
from Iowa to Bangladesh. 

The explosion is overriding the capac
ity of nation-states or local governments 
to govern. Just as Wal-Mart lawyers are 
able to overwhelm local resistance in small 
towns in the United States, large corpora
tions are able to set down low-wage, pol
luting factories pretty much wherever 
they wish in the developing world, usual
ly under the rubric of providing jobs and 
with little attention to environmental and 
social costs. Similarly, giant agribusiness 
corporations like Cargill and Monsanto 
are able to squeeze local, small-scale farm
ers out of business. Other companies like 
Bechtel are able to seize control over 
water, long regarded as common proper-

ty. Thus the very necessities of life are 
being taken over and commodified. 

Scientist and activist Vandana Shiva 
sees it as a struggle between most of 
humanity and a handful of corporations. 
"During colonialism," she said in an 
interview published last February in the 
Sun, "the frontiers were other continents. 
Europeans came and took the land that 
belonged to the native communities in 
India and Africa. Now the frontiers are 
water, plant life, and life itsel£" 

According to Vandana Shiva, who 
authored a book called Biopiracy, today's 
seizure of the commons is aided and abet
ted by the WTO, the IMF, and the World 
Bank. Her thesis was borne out as recent
ly as last February when Monsanto 
received patents on the genetic sequence 
contained in the strain of wheat used for 
making chapati-the flat bread that has 
long been a staple of northern India. 
Under the WTO's Trade Related Aspects 
of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) 
agreement, Indians might be forced to 
pay royalties to Monsanto for using that 
particular wheat, which generations of 
Indian farmers developed through selec
tive breeding. This amounts to a seizure of 
a genetic and cultural commons. Vandana 
Shiva points out that TRIPS was virtual
ly written by Monsanto. 

She is not alone. At a recent gathering 
of trade ministers, heads of state have 
begun to utter the complaints voiced by 
demonstrators on the streets of Seattle 
four years ago. In January 2004, at the 
Summit of the Americas held in 
Monterrey, Mexico, the Bush administra
tion tried to push its own agenda- the 
expansion of the North American Free 
Trade Area (NAFTA) to include all of 
Latin America, under the Free Trade Area 
of the Americas (FTAA). But our largest 
trading partners dared to speak out. 
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"Every day the gap that separates the rich 
and poor in our continent grows bigger," 
Brazil's President Luiz lnacio Lula da 
Silva told delegates to the Summit. He 
called U.S. development policies "per
verse" and "unjust." And Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chavez said that "the 
great destabilizer in the region is poverty 
and neoliberalism." 

Why is the gap between rich and poor 
growing? In part because under the WTO, 
countries in the developing world cannot 
shield their infant industries with tariffs. 
Under today's WTO-enforced rules, 
South Korea and Singapore never would 
have been able to jump-start their indus
trial economies. The rules are written to 
favor the already industrialized nations. 

Questions for Quakers 
Faced with the inequities of biopiracy, 

commandeering of basic resources, and a 
growing gap between rich and poor, how 
can we respond as Quakers? Faced with 
the alphabet soup of trade agreements 
(WTO, IMF, NAFTA, FTAA, and 
TRIPS, to name a few), compounded by 
the velocity of change and the partiality of 
our own knowledge of distant conse
quences, and frustrated by the infusion of 
corporate agendas into our own govern
ment, how do we keep from feeling over
whelmed? And how, in the face of this 
complexity, do we retain the simplicity at 
the core of Quaker faith? 

Obviously there are and will be many 
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Quaker responses to these questions. And 
many Friends are working very hard to 

seek answers. Some Friends believe the 
WTO is necessary, that without such a 
venue for negotiating trade rules, power
ful multinational corporations would 
exercise even more control over develop
ing nations (see the Viewpoint by 

to the overwhelmingly nonviolent protest 
raised another set of questions, as did the 
subsequent portrayal of the protest in the 
mass media. The media persisted in refer
ring to the "Seattle riots." If anything, as 
three separate investigations later con
firmed, it was the police who had rioted. 

For me, these concerns took on new 

We must Identify the seeds of violence that 
are scattered In the wake of U.S.-style 
hypercapltallsm when It Is forced on the world. 

Brewster Grace, "A Better Understanding 
Is Needed of the WTO's Abilities and 
Limitations," F]May 2000). 

My intention here is more to raise 
questions than provide answers--ques
tions that may serve as grist for the larger 
Quaker mill. I will also point to some tan
gible steps that Friends and others have 
taken that may serve as models for us all. 

My personal journey began when, after 
listening to an E. F. Schumacher Society 
lecture by Jerry Mander in late 1999, I 
was led to travel to Seattle to witness the 
landmark protest against the WTO. In 
Seattle, I attended a series of educational 
forums and debates, sponsored by some 
130 organizations involved in the protest 
that were ignored by the press. Afterwards 
I reported about all this in FRIENDS 
jOURNAL ("The Message of Seattle," 
March 2000). The violent police response 

urgency two years later, with the terrorist 
attacks of 9/11. For a brief three weeks 
following the collapse of the World Trade 
Center towers, we began to hear the begin
nings of a tentative but thoughtful nation
al dialogue. People were asking: Why are 
we hated? What would prompt such a 
brutal attack? What can we do to reduce 
the tensions that arise from world trade? 

The Bush administration had a simple 
answer, predicated on vengeance and the 
assumption that Evil could be excised 
from the world like a cancer, a stance read
ily endorsed by the religious right: U.S. 
citizens were blameless; other (non
Christian) nations were jealous of our 
"freedom." The Statue of Liberty might 
be the next target. Our brief period of 
thoughtful national introspection ended 
as soon as the bombs began falling on 
Afghanistan. 

But the terrorists' choice of targets
the World Trade towers and the 
Pentagon-should haunt any thoughtful 
person. 

Today it seems that the Quaker testi
monies offer a particularly relevant basis 
for carrying forward the dialogue that was 
cut short by vengeance. What can we do 
to reduce the injustices that arise in the 
global economy? 

If, following the Peace Testimony, 
Quakers not only "deny all outward wars 
and strife" but seek to remove the "occa
sion for war," then we must identifY the 
seeds of violence that are scattered in the 
wake of U.S.-style hypercapitalism when 
it is forced on the world. 

We cannot look to the mass media for 
support. Our national media are large 
corporations themselves. They are mostly 
oblivious to the violence implicit in the 
assumption that we can remake the world 
in our image. The French protest the incur
sion of McDonald's and are ridiculed in 
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our media as "elitists." Oil-seed and onion 
farmers in India commit suicide and are 
called "backwards" because they cannot 
compete with foreign cartels. Muslims 
railing against the bombardment of 
images from Hollywood and Madison 
Avenue are dismissed as "medieval." But 
the outrage is real; the suicides are real; the 
sense of blasphemy is real. 

How do we stay informed when, as 
John Woolman said of slavery, much of 
this suffering is "done at a great distance 
and by other hands"? How do we picture 
the windowless carpet factories in Nepal, 
where young children work in bondage 
and sleep under their looms; the slave
worked chocolate plantations; the sweat
shops where Nike shoes are produced? 
How do we relate to our own protest 
movement at home when nonviolent 
demonstrators are met by a militarized 
police response and kept far away from 
the objects of their protest, and when pro
testors are in danger of being identified as 
terrorists, under the USA Patriot Act? 
And how do we participate meaningfully 
in the struggle for social justice, which is 
now necessarily global? 

Realizations 
AU this carne together for me rather 

vividly in March 2003-I was visiting 
Cuba just as our government began 
bombing Iraq. The parallels between the 
two countries were inescapable. Most 
striking was the simple fact that ordinary 
Cubans and Iraqis were suffering under 
the yokes our government imposed, in the 
form oflong-term trade embargoes aimed 
at producing "regime change." A decade 
of sanctions in Iraq; four decades in Cuba. 

Differences should be noted. Despite 
Cuba's visible poverty-Havana's beauti
ful but crumbling buildings, its artfully 
maintained old cars, the rationing of 
beans and rice-its infrastructure was 
more or less intact, its water supply and 
sewage treatment facilities were opera
tional, and its underequipped hospitals 
were available to all Cubans. There was 
nothing approaching the horrific casu
alties suffered by Iraqi children when 
cholera and other water-borne diseases 
claimed more lives than had the first 
GulfWar. Cuba's infant mortality rate 
is the lowest in Latin America-lower 
than Philadelphia's or Hartford's. 

Four things struck me with special 
clarity: 

First, our government, as a matter of 
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bipartisan policy, had used economic iso
lation as a method of forcing "rogue" 
regimes into compliance with U.S. busi
ness interests: oil most obviously in the 
case of Iraq; agricultural markets and a 
host of consumer goods and other inter
ests in the case of Cuba. This coldly cal
culated punishment amounts to a war on 
the poorest and most vulnerable members 
of these societies. 

Second, this economic war is not too 
different in its effects from the draconian 

· "austerity'' measures demanded by the 
IMF and the World Bank when they 
come into a developing nation-Bolivia, 
for instanc~and insist that it reduce 
inflation by tightening the money supply, 
that it privatize water companies, and that 
it force subsistence farmers to give up agri
cultural diversity in favor of cash crops 
grown for export. The motives may be less 
identifiably political, but the punishing 
effects of the neoliberal "fiscal discipline" 
fall once again on the poor. 

Third, I noticed the connection 
between what was happening in the 
places I've described and what has hap
pened under NAFTA- despite NAFTXs 
being pretty much the opposite of a trade 
embargo or an IMP-mandated austerity 
program. By eliminating tariffs on trade 
between Canada, the U.S., and Mexico, 
NAFTA was supposed to create a large 
free market that would facilitate trade and 
create jobs. So went the argument. The real
ity was that the market forces unleashed 
under NAFTA ravaged the poor. 

My fourth realization has evolved 
slowly over the past year, as the tragedy in 

' \ 

Iraq continues to unfold. It's simply this: 
Iraq represents the convergence of old
fashioned military imperialism and the 
new global hypercapitalism. These two 
forces are personified in Vice President 
Dick Cheney, former CEO of Hallibur
ton. But they are latent in our nation's 
energy policy, which depends on seizing 
control of other nations' oil resources one 
way or another. This stark convergence of 
economic globalization and empiricism 
has not yet hit Cuba, but the Cubans are 
worried. Indeed, the people of Brazil and 
Venezuela and South Africa might be 
worried. At what point will any nation 
that doesn't knuckle under to U.S. eco
nomic interests be declared "rogue"? 

Destructiveness of 
Hypercapitalism 

As for NAFTA, why has it had the 
opposite impact from the ones advertised? 
Because, as many analysts have pointed 
out, "free" trade is by no means the same 
as "fair" trade. (Nor is it "free," as testified 
by the fact that the NAFTA agreement 
runs several hundred pages.) What our 
press touts as "free trade" is, in reality, an 
elaborate set of rules written by large-scale 
international corporations to give them a 
competitive advantage over small-scale 
local operations. 

As soon as NAFTA was implemented, 
Mexico was suddenly inundated with 
cheap corn and milk from U.S. agribusi
ness--a short-term bonus for Mexican 
consumers, but it drove marginal farmers 
out of business on both sides of the bor
der. NAFTA created low-paying assembly 
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jobs for Mexicans. But some 200,000 of 
those jobs have disappeared since 2001-
mostly to China, where labor is paid one
fourth as much. Between 1994 and 2000, 
Mexican manufacturing workers saw 
their real wages decline by 21 percent. 
Meanwhile, last year a staggering $6.3 bil
lion worth of Chinese goods found its 
way into Mexico, displacing 

that treat their workers humanely and 
observe sound environmental practices? 
The latter are often deemed "marginal." 
What happens to "marginal" small farm
ers who know and love their land and 
who treat their animals with respect? 
What happens to the unscripted store 
clerk who takes the time to engage in con-

enabling HIVIAIDS patients to gain access 
to generic drugs. QUNO strives to keep 
an open dialog with the WTO, World 
Bank, and IMF. 

On the environmental front, Quaker 
Earthcare Wimess (formerly Friends Com
mittee on Unity with Nature) seeks to 
move environmental concerns into the 

Mexican goods. 
Mexico is not alone in this 

dilemma. Jamaican dairy 
farmers cannot compete with 
imports from the Nether
lands. U.S. sheep growers 
cannot compete with New 

What our press touts as "free trade" Is, In reality, an elaborate set 
of rules written by large-scale International corporations to give 
them a competitive advantage over small-scale local operations. 

Zealand growers. Mom-and-pop stores 
everywhere cannot compete with the effi
ciency of large corporations--especially 
when the new trade rules favor this "race 
to the bottom" and when artificially low 
petroleum prices subsidize the movement 
of ships and trucks across the planet. 

Clearly, we need to examine as a socie
ty what is meant by such terms as "mar
ginal" and "efficiency." Do they reflect the 
social costs and the environmental conse
quences? This is especially critical with 
respect to agriculture. Since the 1950s the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture has been 
telling farmers to "get big or get out." But 
today's huge farm operations are destroy
ing thousands of tons of topsoil every 
year. If they achieve their "efficiency'' by 
mining irreplaceable topsoil, if they sacri
fice biodiversity, if they pollute watersheds 
and the gene pool, if they destroy "mar
ginal" agrarian communities, then we are 
living in a fool's paradise of underpriced 
food that is as unsustainable as the fossil
fuel economy that drives it. Outbreaks of 
mad cow disease and widespread contam
ination by e-coli are the collateral damage 
of "efficient" feedlot beef factories that 
force cattle into cannibalism in order to 
hasten weight gain and maximize profits. 
The new avian flu threat is partly the 
result of similar treatment of poultry 
under runaway capitalism at a global 
scale. Industrial agriculture disrespects 
animals even more profoundly than it dis
respects humans. 

Finally, there is the more pervasive 
"Wal-Mart effect" of global hypercapital
ism. If cutthroat, growth-oriented pro
ducers are constantly pressuring suppliers 
to lower their costs and squeezing work
ers all over the world to work for below
subsistence wages, then who is left to buy 
things? And what happens to businesses 
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versation? Under the pressure of hyper
capitalism, what happens to everyone's 
capacity for living mindfully? 

Toward a Quaker 
Response 

In Seattle I had a chance to talk briefly 
with the indefatigable Vandana Shiva. 
Knowing that I would be reporting to 
FRIENDS JOURNAL, I asked whether she 
had found allies among Quakers. She 
had, she said politely. But she suggested 
we all could do more. I think she under
stood the parochial intent behind my 
inquiry: I wanted to believe that Quakers 
were out there, somewhere, in the move
ment for global justice in 1999. 

Four years, later, I see signs of hope. 
Quaker faith is, I believe, gifted with spe
cial relevance to our times. Ours is a liv
ing, revelatory faith. We believe that truth 
is continuously being revealed. Our engage
ment with these issues will test us, much 
as slavery tested us two centuries ago. 

Quaker organizations are becoming 
engaged. American Friends Service Com
mittee is beginning to incorporate global
ization issues under its broad umbrella. 
The AFSC magazine Peacework increas
ingly serves as a flexible and reliable con
duit for global issues. 

Quaker UN Office (QUNO) in New 
York, administered by AFSC, and Quaker 
Peace and Social Witness in the UK 
(QPSW) have also been engaged in glob
al issues at a hands-on level, as reported in 
FRIENDS JoURNAL ("The WTO Meeting 
in Cancun: Failure--or Success?" by 
Phillip Berryman, Feb. 2004). According 
to Phil Berryman, at Canclin QUNO 
and QPSW worked directly with govern
ment delegations from poor countries on 
TRIPS-related issues, aimed especially at 

mainstream of Quaker faith. One of its 
projects, Quaker Eco-Wirness for 
National Legislation (QEW-NL) , is 
tracking legislative issues pertaining to 
ecological sustainability, including U.S. 
involvement in economic globalization. 
"We believe the human-Earth relation
ship in all its aspects is inseparable from 
our relationship with the Divine," 
QEW-NL declared in a. newsletter last 
January. "We are convinced that the cur
rent economic system should be of urgent 
concern to the Religious Society of 
Friends. It is intensifying economic and 
social inequities throughout the world, 
causing structural and physical violence, 
driving many species to extinction, and 
leading our own species toward ecological 
self-destruction." QEW-NL urges Friends 
to "learn more about current economic 
policies and institutions as they relate to 
Friends historic testimonies." 

All this is a start. But time is short, and 
the challenge is very broad. We have a 
long way to go. Above all, let us recognize 
the urgency of these issues. Let us pursue 
them vigorously, first as queries. Let us 
invest in our meetings' libraries, stock our 
shelves with appropriate, up-to-date 
materials, including periodicals such as 
Guardian International, which offer alter
natives to the U.S. media. Let us bring in 
speakers, sponsor traveling ministries, 
support our local economies, and engage 
our communities in the spiritual dialogue 
that the media avoid. 

Let us look to other faith communities, 
as well. It was the Baptist church in down
town Seattle that opened its doors to 
forums held by the protestors. Catholic 
orders have sponsored shareholder resolu
tions at corporate board meetings that 

Continued on page 40 
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N
. y council took place in a 

arge Manhattan loft on De
cember 26, 2003. George and 
Lillian Willoughby were dis
cussing their health and 

welfare with three of their children-the 
fourth joined in via speakerphone-and 
two of the children's spouses. They had all 
met three to four times a year since 2000, 
when George had heart bypass surgery. He 
had just turned 89; Lillian was only a few 
weeks away from her own 89th birthday. 

The first item on the agenda was not 
their health but Lillian's arrest and pre
sumed court date, and how she would 
respond. She was one of 1 07 activists 
who, on March 20, 2003, had blockaded 
the federal building in downtown 
Philadelphia in protest of the invasion of 
Iraq. As the police moved in, her daugh
ter Sally suggested ironically that she 

The Willoughbys had been working 
for peace for as long as they had known 
each other. In 1939, Scattergood Friends 
Boarding School in West Branch, Iowa, 
which Lillian had attended for three years, 
took on the role of a hostel and resettle
ment post for East European refugees. 
Lillian came on board to run the food 
service. George was then a graduate stu
dent at University ofiowa, only 13 miles 
away. Mutual friends arranged a blind 
date for the two of them. The dates con
tinued, and after their marriage, six 
months later, George joined Lillian in 
work at the hostel. 

They married in 1940, under the care 
of West Branch Meeting. George, who 
had been raised a Presbyterian, liked to 
say it "saved $5 that others paid to the 
preacher." After a year of teaching at a 
New Mexico college, they returned to •

1 
• real-life peacemaking. George 

Ll II an 's ;~k~t :tel~::~:~~ 
Japanese Amencans who 
had been interned in 

Cho.ICeSof~~~~!b£:;en;, 

by Gregory A. Barnes 

should be handcuffed. One policeman, 
seeing the elderly protester sitting in a 
wheelchair, was moved almost to apolo
gize. "Oh, we're not all that bad," he said. 
He seemed more concerned how to get 
Lillian on a bus that would take the 
demonstrators to the front of the federal 
building to be processed. 

With Lillian were both Sally and 
George, as her support team. Over the 
course of many protests, George and 
Lillian had learned to commit civil dis
obedience singly, with the other spouse 
standing out of harm's way to provide 
moral support to the one facing the U.S. 
judicial system. This day-"a really cold, 
rainy day," she recalled-Lillian meditat
ed in her wheelchair as she waited for the 
law to take its course. 

Gregory A. Barnes is a writer and a member of 
Central Philadelphia {Pa.) Meeting. This article 
is drawn ftom his forthcomingjoint biog.raphy of 
George and Lillian Willoughby. 
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where they became 
active in Fellowship 
of Reconciliation and 

Congress on Racial Equal-
ity and met activists AJ. Muste, Bayard 
Rustin, and James Farmer. While George 
tried to place Japanese Americans in suit
able jobs, Lillian participated in activities 
meant to integrate Denver's theaters. 
They had already found their calling. 

They remained in Denver only a few 

months. Selective Service caught up with 
28-year-old George and ordered him to 
report for alternative service as a consci
entious objector. He entered an AFSC 
camp in Trenton, North Dakota. Lillian 
returned home to Iowa to give birth to 
their first child. Later, George arranged a 
transfer to Alexian Brothers hospital in 
Chicago, where Lillian (with infant 
Sharon) joined him and found employ
ment as the hospital dietitian. 

By the time Selective Service released 
George, Sally was on the way. In all, four 
children were born to the Willoughbys 
between 1944 and 1949. George became 
the chief breadwinner; Lillian was busy at 
home. They spent eight years in Des 
Moines, during which time George with 
others succeeded in establishing an AFSC 
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grarnmed meetmg m the city. 
The family moved to the Philadelphia 

area in 1954, so that George could take 
up work counseling conscientious objec
tors. For another three years, Lillian nur
tured her family and worked on 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting's Religious 
Education Committee, together 
with three friends from West
town School, where she had fin
ished high school. She also 
helped integrate Woodbury 
Friends School, which some of 
her children attended. Her 
action did not endear her to all 

-~ the members of meeting. This 
~ was the 1950s, after all, and even 
~ Quakers, she recalled, "were 

..:s- looking for communists behind 
the benches." 

Her role changed dramatical
ly in 1957, when she and George 
joined a protest at the Mercury 
Flats atomic testing grounds in 
Nevada. OnAugust6, 1957,she 
was one of 11 protesters-and 
the only woman-to trespass on 
the testing site and be arrested. 
Suddenly, her name was in 
newspapers and on television 
·across the land and she had 
attained noted status in the 
peace movement. She was not 
jailed or fmed, but barred from 
the test site for a year. In fact, it 
would be 31 years before she 
returned to trespass again. 

In 1958, George made the 
headlines, when he and three 
other men attempted to sail a 
ketch, The Golden Rule, into the 
Pacific nuclear test ~ne and 
were imprisoned in Honolulu. Lillian did 
not sit home waiting by the phone. With 
others, she conducted a sit-in at the 
Maryland headquaners of the Atomic 
Energy Agency; the protesters stayed until 

~ the director, Admiral Lewis Strauss, 
-~ agreed to meet with them. Meanwhile she 
~ fasted for six days, believing that fasting 
~ helped her clarify her thoughts. Before 
~ George returned from his six months' 
~ imprisonment, she had also joined a suc
.S cessful effort to iqtegrate the new Levit
~ town (now Willingboro), New Jersey. 
~ During the early 1960s, while George 
S was acting globally, including forays into 
d India, Lillian busied herself with service 
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Uepttord, N.J. , where there had never 
been one before. She was also instru
mental in the establishment of the South 
Jersey Peace Center, which took the peace 
message to local schools and became a 
draft counseling center during the 
Vietnam War. 

By the time ofViernam, Lillian, a life
long tax resister, had become well 
acquainted with the Internal Revenue 
Service; she liked to speak of herself as 
"educating the IRS." In one celebrated 
incident, after the IRS seized the 
Willoughbys' car, the couple raised suffi
cient funds to redeem it at auction. 
Indeed, they raised much more than 
enough, and so they could claim their car 
and a refund as well. Lillian had brought 
a cake and lemonade to the IRS offices on 
the day of the auction. Once their bid 
had been declared the winner, she staged a 
party outside the auction room; one or rwo 
of the agents shared refreshments with 

During the early '60s, she had been 
comparatively inactive in the protests in 
which George played a central role. She 
was for much of that time chief family 
breadwinner as a dietetics consultant. 
And she still had children at home. The 
Willoughby children joined their parents 

in a variety of peacemaking 
activities: demonstrations at 
army arsenals, vigils, marches in 
support of various causes. Son 
Alan liked to say, "This was our 
way of going on vacation." As 
the children grew up and went 
out on their own, Lillian took 
on more and more responsibil
ities outside the home, and 
George and she increasingly be
came a team in peace activities. 

In 1972, she participated in 
one of the first protest actions 
of the new Movement for a 
New Society (MNS). Some
time during that spring, MNS 
got word that munitions bound 
for Vietnam were to be brought 
by train to a ship in the port at 
Leonardo, N.j. That summer, 
with a host of other parcici-

Page 10, top: Lillian Willoughby in 
Leonardo, N.J., as MNS tries to 
block munitions shipments to 

Vietnam, 1972. 

Bottom: Lillian and George 
celebrate their 60th anniversary 
in Costa Rica. 

Lefo Lillian, in wheelchair, and ~ 
others wait to be arrested as they :~ .. ~ 
block an entrance to the Federal ~ 
Building in Philaddphi~ 
protesting the beginning of the ::S-
U.S. war on Iraq, 2003. J:5 

pants, Lillian carried a Star of David and 
a Cross from a nearby church onto the 
railroad tracks, where they mounted them 
to try to block the train, then sat down to 
worship. After being warned, those who 
remained in worship were arrested and 
dragged roughly onto a bus, until Lillian 
stood on the bus steps and admonished 
the arresting authorities: "Let's not have so 
much pushing here!" 

When she was stimmoned to trial, she 
and another Quaker wrote a letter to the 
judge advising him that they would not 
rise at a judge's entrance, although they 
meant no disrespect. The bailiff instruct
ed everyone to remain seated when the 
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MadUCll.l, India, 1~1. 
Below: Lillian (on left) with protesters at the 
nuclear test site at Mercury Flats, Nevada, in 
1988. She was among 800 arrested, 31 years 
after her first arrest there with ten others. 
Bottom of p age: Lillian has her head shaved by 
daughter Sally, in protest of the U.S. war on 
Iraq, 2003. 

i' court came into session and the judge 
~ seemed predisposed to leniency. When he 
:f asked Lillian to account for her actions, 
] she gave what had become her standard 
~ statement, that "we [the United States] 
~ should not be making war on people, and 

;:;_we [Lillian and like-minded taxpayers] 
~should not have to pay for it." The judge 
~ levied a $250 fine; she announced that 
§ she had no intention of paying it; he gave 
~ her 30 days to think it over. As George put 
~ it many years later, "She's still thinking 

about it." 
By the time of the Leonardo incident, 

the Willoughbys were living in an inten
tional community called the Life Center, 
in West Philadelphia. For a few years they 
were content to experiment with com
munal life, living in harmony with dozens 
of fellow activists the ages of their own 
children. They were content- but not 
complacent or locked in place. George 
had developed a strong affinity to India, 
and Lillian wanted to learn about it for 
herself Twice during the 1970s they left 
the Life Center for around-the-world 
trips whose central point, physically and 
intellectually, was India. 

Their main activity on these trips was 
to lead nonviolence training workshops. 
One of their topics addressed the need for 
women to assert their own independent 
spirits. Lillian modeled gender equality 
for her audiences. She insisted on equal 
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billing on the podium, she 
spoke first in half the 
workshops, and she went 
her separate way at times. 
On the first trip (1974-5), 
for example, she briefly 
joined a pilgrimage by 
four women who walked 
from village to village pro

moting Gandhian concepts. There were 
occasional setbacks. When she asked a 
group of village women what message she 
could take to the women back home, one 
veiled listener replied, "Tell them to cover 
their faces." 

The first trip lasted a year. The second, 
in 1979-80, was shorter but harder, as 
both Willoughbys struggled with dysen
tery, thefts, and scheduling and visiting 
problems that sometimes left them 
spending the night on railroad platforms. 

George contracted tubercular meningitis, 
which manifested itself after their return. 
Yet they never missed a workshop--nor 
bad for two people who were now by U.S. 
standards senior citizens. 

In 1984 the Life Center/Movement 
for a New Society went into decline, and 
the Willoughbys moved back to their 
New Jersey home. It was nor actually 
theirs any longer. Back in 1973, before 
most people had even thought of such 
matters, they had formed a land trust of 
their original three acres and deeded their 
house to the trust for a token amount. In 
time they acquired 35 more acres, and so 
created a beautiful wilderness area in the 
township of Deptford, New Jersey. 

In the late 1980s, the Nevada desert 
called both Willoughbys back to peace 
activities, separately. There were annual 
protests ar the Mercury Flats resting 
grounds. In 1986, George trained pro
testers for nonviolent direct action. As a 
pioneer woman in the anti-nuclear testing 
movement, Lillian was invited several 
times to participate again-to perhaps 
"close the circle" on her lifelong antiwar 
commitment-and she accepted the 
challenge for a Mother's Day protest in 
1988. She and Sally both trespassed on 
the site and were arrested. Release came 
quickly, bur they were ordered to appear 
before a local court on July 5 and pay a 
$375 fine. They did neither; somewhere 
in Nevada there may be a bench warrant 
for Lillian's arrest. 

The first GulfWar in early 1991 trig
gered another Willoughby protest. They 
were in Thailand at the time. Lillian wrote 
her granddaughter Ariella an account of 
their standing with another demonstrator, 

Continued on page 41 
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by Keith R. Maddock 

Our ways of imaging God are 
related to the ways in which we 
image ourselves-and our rela

tionships with each other, with our world, 
and with the universe. Images serve to 
express the meaning of experience, with 
all its limitations and possibilities. 

The most ancient religions are con
cerned with the polarities of chaos and 
order, death and life. In later religious sys
tems, however, these polarities are 
described in terms of gender, with male 
and female principles engaged in an eter
nal struggle for power. This continues to 
the present day, as we struggle with the 
issues of patriarchal social systems, wom
en's liberation, and inclusive language. 

To move beyond this hopelessly bipo
lar tension, I would like to suggest that it 
is the adult world that has created a god 
in its own image. Civilization, adult social
ization, and gender, as well as racial and 
generational dominions, are considered 
the spheres of divine activity in the world. 
Above all, this grown-up God demands 
the control and suppression of childlike 
ways of exploring and celebrating life
ways that emphasize spontaneous delight 
and wonder as opposed to the paradox of 
order and perpetual conflict. 

We have it on pretty good authority 
that unless we become like children we 
will not "enter the Kingdom of God" 
(Matt. 18:3). It is a popular sentiment 
that most religious people readily em
brace. But what exactly does it mean for 
adults who are anxious to discipline and 
control their offspring, or mold them into 
images of themselves? Furthermore, why 
are there so few accounts (outside of the 
Gnostic gospels) of Jesus as a young child 
rebelling against parental authority? To 
reflect any further on this requires a radi
cal shift of the imagination. We need to 
see Jesus as a human being who had a 
childhood before we can begin to envision 

Keith R MadMck, a member ofToronto (Ont.) 
Meeting, has studied Theowgy and Religious 
Education at Emmanuel College in University 
ofToronto. 
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him as a lively, gender-friendly image of 
God's love. 

In her book, Models of God, Sallie 
McFague interprets the "good news" as "a 
destabilizing, inclusive, nonhierarchical 
vision of fulfilment for all creation." She 
asks how we should interpret the pres
ence of God to the world in order to 
empower that vision. In her attempt to 
reimage the Gospel for our time, she fust 
rejects the monarchical model that has 
dominated western culture for many cen
turies- then seeks alternative metaphors 
that suggest mutuality, interdependence, 
caring, and responsiveness. 

Feminist theologians have often taken 
the lead in exploring alternative images of 
God. But even they are beginning to be 
aware of the risks of perpetuating a gen
der imbalance. Anne Carr, the writer of 
Transforming Grace: Christian Tradition 
and WOmens Experience, writes, "Exclu
sively female images of God or Goddess 
worship can suggest a reversal of patterns 
of domination rather than genuine trans
formation: surely mother symbolism can 
quickly become as oppressive, suffocating, 
sentimental, possessive as an authoritarian 
father symbolism." 

Other feminist theologians, including 
Rosemary Reuther, have expressed con
cern over the negative resonance of gen
der models, particularly those that are 
parental in nature. These suggest a kind of 
permanent parent-child relationship ~o 
God, in which God becomes a neurotic 
parent who doesn't want us to grow up. 

Our goal, then, is to discover fresh 
images that serve to reconcile gender c~n
flicts, as well as overcome the destructJve 
influence of authoritarian models and 
structures. We scill need to derive these 
images from the world of human inte~ac
tion and experience if they are to retam a 
semblance of truth and relevance. While 
the metaphor of the world as God's body 
has some appeal for Sallie McFague, for 
example, she scill feels that the relational 
aspect is undeveloped in it. She argues 
that the main point of religious metaphor 
is "to create a shock of recognition." This 
shock may be recognition of lost or for
gotten knowledge, a recognition that 
changes our adult modes of perception 
and expressions of religious devotion. 

Robert Munsch, a popular writer of 
children's books, has often challenged the 
boundaries of parental indulgence. But he 
came closest to stepping on the toes of 
God in a story entitled Giant, or Waiting 
for the Thursday Boat(1989). lr_l i~, an l~ish 
giant named McKeon states his mtenuon 
to deal roughly with the God who has 
driven all the other giants and elves out of 
Ireland-to pound him "until he looks 
like applesauce." When the book ~ust 
appeared, opposition arose ftom a wide 
spectrum of the population, including 
librarians, teachers, and parents-perhaps 
because it suggested an alternative image 
to traditional adult authority. But why 
should this be any more offensive to 
pious ears than the daily round of violence 
that permeates children's movies and 
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en ~itiates a di~inizing ~f adult ~uthority, 
responsibility, power, and holiness on 
Earth, despite the pious avowals of reli
gious leaders about children's equality. 
Adult symbolism is so deeply embedded 
in Christian mythology, church struc
tures, and liturgical practice that the 
Christian imagination unconsciously 
absorbs its destructive and exclusionary 
images from childhood on. 

Robert Munsch's story takes place in 

his life." St. Patrick, in his zeal to Chris
tianize Ireland, had driven all the snakes, 
elves, and giants out of the country. 
McKeon was left to be the sole defender 
of the ancient culture. He is primitive, pas
sionate and impulsive, though not with
out a certain charm. His wrath was pro
voked by an apparently well-intentioned 
saint who believed he was "just doing 
what God wanted." St. Patrick's God is 
generally benevolent, but somewhat dis
tant &om the world and not above pun
ishing those who fail to do God's will. 

The last point raises the specter of 
what Sallie McFague calls "asymmetri
cal dualism," a relationship between 

God and the world in which the two are 
only distantly connected. All the power, 
whether it be in the form of domina-

tion or benevolence, is in God's 
hands. McKeon, being associated 
with the pre-Christian religion in 

~F.IJ!jf;_'fl which divinity permeated the whole 

~?:.r....< 
, c~ C"'- - · ... ~ . 

· ··--~-

of the natural world, is reduced to 

insignificance. As the biggest and the 
last giant in Ireland, his anger is under

standable even if it does seem futile. 
Whenever God seems distant or disin-

c: £ . ·- - - . 

that their greatest needs are being with
held from them, they can be very difficult 
to live with indeed! McKeon's irreverent 
challenge to divine authority prompts St. 
Patrick to give him such a warning: "God 
is mad, McKeon! God is coming on the 
Thursday boat!" McKeon takes up the 
challenge and girds himself for battle. 

Eventually, St. Patrick departs &om this 
world to continue his mission in heaven. 
McKeon remains below waiting for the 
Thursday boat, observing a number of 
new arrivals--each suggesting a tradition
al image of God as potentate, warrior, and 
capitalist. But all fail to measure ·up to his 
expectations as a worthy adversary. 

He would be a very frustrated giant if 
it weren't for the companionship of a lit
tle girl who was one of the first to disem
bark. This child eventually tells him that 
St. Patrick has gone to heaven where he 
continues to hang church bells. This 
drives McKeon mad, and he vows to con
tinue his battle in heaven itsel£ So the 
story moves to a higher plane, where all of 
our human preconceptions are turned 
upside down. I am reminded how Sallie 
McFague's images of God as lover and 
friend place the emphasis on human rela-

..--·-7 
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Christian vision, too ofren obscured by end
less confrontational politics, is God's willing
ness to suffer with humanity. 

God still comes to us through the most 
vulnerable of creatures, the infant who has the 
potential to transcend all adult claims to 
authority and understanding. Some of us 
who have read Giant like to think that we 
knew who God was supposed to be all along, 
and we laugh at McKeon, who didn't see the 
truth right under his nose. Do we really, 
though? If that's the case, then why doesn't 
Robert Munsch just say so and get to the 
point? Unsettling questions remain. 

Fresh and surprising metaphors that leave 
room for spiritual growth may also deepen 
our understanding of authority. After a fruit
less search for God to vindicate their respec
tive causes in heaven, St. Patrick and McKeon 
are exhausted. The little girl reappears, and 
she tells them matter-of-factly, "Saints are for 
hanging up church bells and giants are for 
tearing them down. That's just the way it is. 
Why don't you two try getting along?" Do we 
hear resonances of the teacher of wisdom in 
the book of Ecclesiastes, Koheleth, who pro
claimed that for everything there is a season 
and a time for every purpose under heaven? 
This implies, of course, that only God knows 
the right season, and the most we can do is 
enjoy the limited insights we are granted. 

The smallest house in heaven is filled with 
church bells, snakes, elves, giants and one lit
tle girl- the most stalwart opponent of pre
tensions to power in the human world. Seeing 
the frustration and bewilderment of giant and 
saint, the little girl starts to laugh. "She 
laughed till the mountains shook, rivers 
moved and stars changed directions. For a lit
tle girl she had an enormous laugh." Such 
laughter brings a new creation into being, and 
this new creation resists all of our images and 
our attempts to explain it in terms of power 
and control. 

Robert Munsch's suggestion is liberating 
for the adult mind, revitalizing the child. But 
the subtlety is important too. No child 
remains a child forever, and even archetypes 
become fossilized if they are embedded in lan
guage and tradition for too long. The essence 
of divine activity in the world is a mystery that 
tests and resists every form of articulation and 
imitation. "The unknown hidden God," 
writes Anne Carr, "is a final way of speaking 
of the God who is always more than human 
images and concepts can suggest." 

When it comes to God-talk, we're all still 
"waiting for the Thursday boat." 0 
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IN PRAISE OF GOD 
by Robert C Murphy 

God! 

(God is dead.) 

GOD! 

(He drowned, unfortunately, about midcentury last, in a vortex of 
technology.) 

GOD!! 

(You can't force him. If not actually dead, she is in permanent hiding.) 

Where? 

(Oh, right out here in the open in plain sight. But hiding. 

Do you remember the vixen fox in the Big Hams?) 

Yes. I was alone, sleeping by a lake at eleven thousand feet. It was a 
bright moonln night. She sniffed at my face, waking me. Then she stood 
companionably beside me before trotting off. I woke before dawn to find 
her back again, watching me. Then she trotted off again. 

(What about that raven, in Mexico?) 

He was one of about a dozen in a line ten feet above the ground fighting 
a headwind. When he came abreast of me he did a barrel roll. 

(Why?) 

For the hell of n, I guess. Showing off. 

(And your chickadee?) 

That half ounce of wildlife on the edge of my hand took a seed from my 
palm. At that moment I knew-1 swear-the Universe. 

(You've talked about earthworms. ) 

Soft, moist, beautiful beings working magic in my soil. 

Last night my partner/Wife jumped into bed beside me laughing. 
It untangled and genUed 1he cosmos. 
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by Lucy Mcilvaine 

A gardener's a witness, 

Ever alert, full of love, 

Even when the sky opens 

And wry heaven sends 

An orange ember 

Straight for the heart. 

A wing's whisper, 

Livid, when tt strikes 

My orange blouse. 

Not his worthy rival 

By a long shot, but I 

Keep a hot orange coal 

To remind my lazy bones 

Of his fierce passion. 

He soars, glowing. 

To the upper reaches 

Of his canopy kingdom 

To whistle down the sun. 

Lucy Mcilvaine is cofountkr of a writing group of 
Schuy/JtiU Meeting in Phoenixville, Pa. 

EMPOWERMENT 
by Denise Thompson-Slaughter 

A big fly 

came in. 

He wants out, 

I told my terrified child. 

You're a giant 

to him. 

Fe Fi Fo FUM! she screamed. 

The fly flew for tts l~e. 

Denise Thompson-Sktughter is a mnnbn
ofSouth BenJ (Ind.) Meeting. 
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Exploring and Discovering 
a Friends School Meeting 

W hen I first began teaching at a 
riends school seven years ago, 

what I knew of Quakers derived 
mostly from a game I had played as a 
child. "Quaker meeting has begun, no 
more laughing, no more fun. If you show 
your teeth or tongue, you will have to pay 
a forfeit." This game challenged exuber
ant children to maintain dour expressions 
and silence, but inevitably degenerated 
into stifled giggles and outright laughter. 
Indeed, that was the point: you were sup
posed to laugh. Those silly Quakers, we 
thought. Who doesn't like to laugh and 
have fun? 

Recalling that game, it was with some 
trepidation that I attended my first real 
meeting for worship as a new teacher at 
Germantown Friends School in 1996. 
But instead of the grim seriousness I was 
expecting, what I heard was an outpour
ing of genuine reflection on a variety of 
topics, some personal, some political, 
some spiritual. I have since attended hun
dreds of meetings, and while I'm not a 
Quaker and don't think of myself as a par
ticularly religious person, I am continual
ly amazed by what happens in Quaker 
meeting at our school. Teenagers of 
diverse age, race, gender, and religion reg
ularly speak of public events and their pri
vate lives with candor and emotion. 
Meeting seems to offer them a safe forum 

Matt Glendinning teaches Ancient History, 
coaches soccer, and is head of the History 
Department at Germantown Friends School in 
Phikulelphia. A c!dssical archaeologist, Matt has 
excavated in Spain, Greece, and Turkey. He is 
also director ofThe Cambridge Prep Experience, 
an academic summer program for adolescents at 
Cambridge University, England 
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for expressing feelings, concerns, values, 
and aspirations. 

This sort of sharing, so alien to my 
own public school upbringing, has long 
sparked my curiosity about the role of 
meeting in our school community. Like 
most newcomers, during my first few 
years I remained a fascinated but mostly 
passive participant in meeting. Then 
came the events of September 11, 2001, 
which touched off one of the most engag
ing and worshipful years I have seen in 
our meeting. Feeling that I was wimessing 
something extraordinary, I 

one of the few times during the week 
when the entire upper school convenes, 
and before we settle into silence the room 
is a humming mass of activity, a gregari
ous and vibrant place. Cacophony reigns 
as students jockey for the best seats on the 
facing bench, and faculty members chat 
about e-mail or committee meetings. 

Waiting for silence to descend, I 
noticed several things that influence 
where students sit. Following school cus
tom, most sit with their grade in one of 
the four quadrants of the meetinghouse. 

A few sometimes break 
began listening to and 
watching our meeting more 
closely, speaking to stu
dents about their experi
ences there, and keeping a 
journal about my own. I 
became interested in what 
our students- most of 
whom are not Quakers
thought and felt about 
meeting, and whether they 
shared my sense of awe at 
what was expressed during 
that school year. It's per
haps my background in 
archaeology that led me to 

lam 
continually 
amazed at 

away to sit with a boy- or 
girlfriend. Gender and 
race also affect seating pat
terns, as girls tend to sit 
next to girls, boys next to 
boys, whites with whites, 
and blacks with blacks. 
Race emerged as particu
larly salient on one occa
sion when I noticed a 
Chinese American boy, 
conspicuously seated five 
or six spaces away from his 
classmates. As I pondered 
whether this was signifi-

what happen 
in Quaker 
meeting at 
our school. 

"dig" into meeting in this 
way. Trying to get a ration-
al grasp on something mys-
terious and mystical may 
strike some as futile, others 
as irreverent. Nevertheless, 
this personal exploration 
has offered me insight into the dynamics 
of our meeting, its role in shaping the lives 
of adolescents, and its relation to our 
school's mission and curriculum. 

Settling In 
Our meeting takes place once per 

week, and involves about 350 students 
(grades 9-12) and 40 faculty. With so 
many people in one place, it's no surprise 
that meeting can be very social. This is 

cant, he suddenly stood 
and delivered a message, 
calling attention to that 
separation and interpret
ing it as symbolic of his 
sense of estrangement 
from his peers. It hadn't 
occurred to me that seat-

ing patterns in meeting could hold such 
latent meaning, but students seem very 
conscious of it. One girl I spoke to said, 
"You can always tell when someone's 
sitting someplace unusual. You can spot 
new romances forming, or see who's mad 
at who." 

A great deal of sound and activity 
occurs within the stillness of our meeting. 
The quiet is punctuated by sneezes and 
coughs, the creaking of benches, and the 
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growl of hungry stomachs. I often noticed 
girls stroking one another's hair, or boys 
carrying on mouthed conversations over 
short distance. In any given meeting a 
number of srudenrs appear to sleep, while 
a few couples sit holding hands. The vari
ety of posrures and poses is endless. 

Watching this for a year has convinced 
me that meeting, in part, is a social event 
for many srudenrs. But I don't think this 
is bad. Our srudents seem to feel as 
comfortable in the meetinghouse as else
where on campus; it's a familiar place to 
which they are willing to bring all their 
normal teenage energy and angst. Some 
use the weekly gathering as a chance to 
rest or connect with friends, while others 
express (or wrestle with) their sense of self
identity based on where they sit and with 
whom. A Quaker student I spoke to iden
tified student ownership of the meeting 
as one of irs main strengths, and others 
agreed. The srudents' sense of ease in the 
space, and their freedom to make of meet
ing what they want, probably contribute 
to their willingness to participate openly 
and honestly in speaking. 

Speaking 
One of die most fascinating aspecrs of 

meeting at our school is the variety and 
depth of the weekly messages, even 
though few students-around 10 percent 
- are Quaker. Despite their fidgeting and 
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socializing, many studenrs take meeting 
seriously and gain significantly from it. 

Standing and speaking before 400 peo
ple is no simple matter for a teenager. 
Nervousness and self-consciousness often 
get in the way, to the point where stand
ing can be an act of willpower and 
courage. A number of srudenrs remarked 
on this phenomenon. One said: "I feel 
really nervous before speaking. My heart 
starts pounding, and I'll keep telling 
myself, 'OK, I'll get up in ten seconds .. . 
OK, another ten seconds'-and then I'm 
suddenly up and have to start talking." 

Other studenrs I spoke to described feel
ing a certain something that compelled 
them to speak, even if they hadn't intend
ed to. I've read that early Friends likewise 
spoke of being possessed by an irresistible 
vitality and energy, a fervor that often 
made them tremble--hence the name 
"Quaker'' derisively applied to them. I 
asked srudenrs how they respond to the 
tension between urgency and nervousness 
when speaking in meeting. A sophomore 
boy summed up his feelings this way: 

[Student]: I just feel confident speaking, since 
I've been going ro meeting since I was little. I 
know the feeling that tells me that I should say 
something, and I respond to it. 

[Author]: Some people don't recognize 
that feeling? 

[Student]: Maybe they do, bur some are 
roo shy to get up in meeting. 

[Author] : So, would you say being shy is a 
determining factor in who speaks? 

[Student]: Definitely. Also, being open to 
the idea of speaking in the first place. Some 
people come in to meeting thinking that 
they'll never speak, no matter what. They 
never let themselves be moved. Part of it is 
that you have to be open to the possibility of 
being moved. 

Although speaking in meeting can be 
daunting for some, many do speak, and 
for a variety of reasons. I've often won
dered if non-Quakers feel that they are 
worshiping when they speak in meeting. 
Studenrs I spoke to didn't explicitly rec
ognize speaking as a religious act, bur they 
consistently described it in spirirual terms, 
e.g., "being moved," "voicing something 
internal," or "searching for a bigger truth, 
larger than me." 

In journaling about my experiences, I 
carne to recognize a number of fuctors 
influencing the ministry in our meeting. 
First, age. Faculty members and upper
classmen spoke frequently, although they 
are a relatively small part of the popula
tion. Their disproportionately strong 
voice is not surprising, since experience 
makes teachers and seniors natural speak
ers in such a setting. In a sense they are the 
elders of the meeting. 

Second, gender. Boys spoke much 
more frequently than girls, even though 
our upper school has a slight female 

majority. As a school we should 
probably pay attention to this 
underrepresentation. Is there 
something about meeting that 
is impeding girls' participation? 

Third, race. While studenrs 
of different races generally 
spoke in frequency proportion
al to their population in the 
meeting, the African American 
voice was exceptionally strong 
and frequent. This phenome
non was acknowledged by 
many students I spoke to. 

Several African American stu
denrs explained it with the 
comment that meeting was one 
of the few public forums on 
campus where minorities felt 
empowered to speak openly, 
and where their opinions and 
feelings were valued. 

And fourth, Quakers. Many 
of the faculty and student mes
sages were delivered by Friends. 
Particularly in the full semester, 
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v101enr response to tne 
9/11 terrorist attacks, they 
were an rmportant source 
of guidance and wisdom 
for our community. 

Themes 
This year in the life of our meeting was 

characterized by an extraordinary richness 
of messages, ranging from the mundane 
to the profound. From the midst of this 
variety I noticed three persistent themes 
that recurred throughout the year: current 
events, community relationships, and 
adolescent identity. 

Many students shape their messages 
around current events and use meeting as 
a chance to interpret them. Some events 
are internal to the school (our decision to 
abolish end-of-year awards), others exter
nal (sports or music events). I was sur
prised by how often television serves as a 
catalyst for messages. In one meeting, for 
example, a junior boy described watching 
a rerun of The A-Team, starring Mr. T. 
The episode involved Quakers and their 
attempt to build a new meetinghouse in 
the face of opposition from organized 
crime. As the A-Team took up the 
Quakers' cause, our student became inter
ested to see how a program normally rife 
with violence would handle the Quaker 
belief in nonviolence. The conflict was 
indeed settled through force, bur the 
show had at least tried to seek a "middle 
ground" (his words) on the issue of vio
lence and peace. The young man used 
the program as a platform for viewing a 
more pressing current event, the situation 
in Afghanistan. He suggested that the 
U.S. should seek some middle ground 
between all-out war on and acquiescence 
to terrorism. 

Health and illness are also common 
themes in meeting. As a relative newcom
er, I continue to be surprised by the open 
dialogue about issues such as eating disor
ders and death. In response to the death 
of a friend's parent, for example, one jun
ior girl reflected on the loss of her grand
father when she was young, and shud
dered at the finality of death. In mention
ing the recent death ofhis sixth-grade teach
er, a freshman boy expressed his sense of 
shock and vulnerability. Messages such as 
these are heartfelt, courageous, and rev
erential. I believe that by expressing and 
listening to such feelings, students are 
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growing into compassion
ate adults. 

The events of Septem
ber 11 and their aftermath 
dominated the dialogue in 

meeting during school year 2001- 2002. 
In the weeks immediately following the 
tragedy, reactions in meeting were varied 
and passionate. Many students expressed 

communal ties. When students speak 
with honesty and humility about their 
interconnectedness with others, they help 
build and maintain a strong community. 

Personal reflection becomes even more 
striking when students speak about ado
lescence, literally the process of becoming 
an adult. A great number of messages 
focus on teenage identity formation. I 

recall, for example, a 
particularly interesting 
and connected meeting: 

feelings of helplessness and 
bewilderment at the scale of 
the attacks. Some voiced their 
hostility toward Osama bin 
Laden, even hoping he'd be 
assassinated. Others argued 
that U.S. foreign policy was 
ultimately to blame. And sev
eral remarked that the situa
tion was causing strife in their 
family, as each interpreted the 
events differently. 

Over the next few months, 
these poignant responses 
evolved into a lengthy dia
logue about the Quaker Peace 
Testimony. A number of stu
dents expressed a deep sense of 
frustration stemming from 

400people 
is no simple 
matter for a 

teenager. 

A senior girl used an 
upcoming choir con
cert as a catalyst to 
describe her dawning 
awareness of her pas
sion for music, and her 
hope that it would al
ways be part of her life. 

A young faculty 
member described the 
frustration and satis
faction she gained from 
a new hobby, singing, 
which was rapidly 

feelings of ambivalence about 
war and peace. One junior girl 
may have spoken for many 
when she said that her anger 
at the 9/11 attackers was under-
mining her belief in the peace 
ideal. While such personal turmoil could 
not be resolved in meeting, I was 
impressed by the seriousness with which 
the majority of students engaged with the 
issue of pacifism. While not Quakers, 
many students nevertheless seemed to 
accept that nonviolence was a viable 
course of action, or one that at least mer
ited serious consideration. 

Many messages in meeting focus on 
community, i.e., on relationships with 
friends and family. In one instance, for 
example, a junior girl described having 
been too sick to act in the school play the 
preceding weekend, but she was over
joyed when the cast called her after the 
closing performance to share their cele
bration. In another meeting, a senior girl 
described bonding with her mother by 
looking through an old photo album 
together. And near the end of the year, a 
senior boy reflected on how difficult it 
had been for him to make it through high 
school, and how proud he was to be grad-

becoming an import
ant part of her adult 
identity. 

A junior boy de
scribed using a micro
scope to look at his 
own body cells, e.g., 
from his mouth and 

blood. He expressed satisfaction to realize 
that he simply loves science, and that this 
is an important part of who he is. 

A senior boy described speaking with a 
friend's mother, and her explanation of 
the differences between her and her hus
band. She was like a fox (active, daring, 
and visible), while he was a mole (seden
tary, cautious, and withdrawn). The stu
dent thought it sounded exciting to be a 
fox, but had to admit that he was proba
bly a mole. 

A senior minority student had been 
struggling to select a piece of music to per
form at an upcoming ethnic arts event. 
He felt drawn to a number of what he 
called "angry pieces," but having played 
similar works before, he didn't want to 
become defined by his anger. He stated 
that he was trying to grow beyond the 
feelings of alienation and anger caused by 
his racial identity. 

Continued on page 42 
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A CLASSROOM RETROSPECTIVE 

by Judith Yarnall 

F
or four years I've been 
teaching a required inter
disciplinary course on 

violence and nonviolence, 
called Peace and War, at John
son State College in northern 
Vermont. The course, planned 
as an inquiry, invites students 
to take a long, dispassionate 
look at the human penchant 
for organized violence, to ana
lyze its roots and explore alter
natives. By now almost 800 
students are its veterans. Most 
other U.S. colleges and univer
sities that have courses or pro
grams in Peace and Conflict 
Studies offer them as electives 
and thus reach only a self
selected clientele, but at JSC 
every upperclass student is part 

~ of the course's flock. In any 
d given classroom, a student 
~ experienced in meditation 
~ practice may be sitting next to 
~ someone who's gone through 
~ Army basic training, who may 
~ be right behind someone who 
~ prefers not to let life be dis
~ turbed by the front page of any a newspaper. How did this 
~ benign coercion come to exist 
~ at a small, public, nonsectarian 

institution? And what have 
been its results? 

The answer to the first question is 
"opportunity seized." The Johnson facul
ty revised the school's General Education 
Plan in the 1990s to include a specifica
tion that each student take the same cap
stone "thematic interdisciplinary course," 
their hope being that this common inte!-

judith Yarnall, a member of Middlebury {Vt.} 
Meeting. is currently attending Beacon HiU 
Meeting in Boston, Mass. She has recently retired 
ftom foil-time teaching at johnson State College 
in Vermon~ but wiU continue teaching there 
part-time. She expects to be teaching American 
Literature in Ankara, Turkey, in spring 2005. 
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lectual experience would provoke a cross
campus, beyond-the-classroom dialogue. 
When the call went out for topic ideas, 
my suggestion of Violence and Nonvio
lence, influenced by my Quaker affilia
tion and my adolescence in the 
1950s shadowed by nuclear weapons, was 
the only one to excite committed interest. 
Our design team of four History, Biology, 
Psychology, and Writing and Literature 
professors delighted in learning from each 
other during 1999 as we planned the gen
eral outline of a syllabus beginning with 
the shock of Hiroshima and ending with 
the Universal Declaration of Human 

Though I had 
studied nonviolence 
and participated 

in such actions for 
years, the experience 
of teaching Peace 

and War during 
spring 2003 exposed 
limitations in my 
understanding. 

Rights, with many historical for
ays along the way. (The syllabus 
is at <WWW.jsc.vsc.edU>.) Mind
ful of the rise in domestic and 
school violence, and of the fact 
that over three-quarters of the 
deaths in modern warfare are 
those of civilians, we were sure 
our topic was timely and right. 

But we weren't prescient; 
none of us foresaw September 
11, U.S. military involvement in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, or even the 
likelihood of teaching Peace and 
War when our country was prac

ticing the latter. That circumstance has 
now confronted seven out of the course's 
ten full-time and adjunct professors. The 
heightened charge of classroom air in 
wartime can close down thought, as those 
of us teaching in fall 2001 felt happened 
once U.S. bombs began falling in Afghan
istan, or it can be used to energize moral 
inquiry, as both we and our students expe
rienced in spring 2003. The Iraq War, of 
course, did not catch us by surprise. 

The course's results? By now there are 
thick files of student evaluations in the 
dean's office in which the word "irrele
vant" never appears, although "frusuat-
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ing" and "confusing" sometimes do--for 
the course is meant not to provide closure, 
but rather, tools for continuing the 
inquiry. A much-repeated remark-'Tm 
very glad I took this course, though I 
wouldn't have chosen it on my own"
expresses the prevailing willingness of 
most students to rise to the challenge of 
thinking about material they might prefer 
to avoid, reflecting on their own experi
ence with violence, and talking with oth
ers who don't necessarily share their 
assumptions. Many have commented on 
wonderful guest speakers we've had: 
among them Hanne Liebmann, who was 
sheltered as a teenager during the Holo
caust in Le Chambon-sur-Lignon, a sanc
tuary village in France described in one of 
our texts; John Balaban, a poet and con
scientious objector who did alternative 
service in Vietnam during that war; 
Loung Ung, who was a child during the 
Khmer Rouge's massacres and now speaks 
passionately against landmines; Curtis 
Whiteway, a local Vermonter who at the 
age of 19 was among the first U.S. troops 
to enter Dachau. And other students over 
the years have said simply, "My eyes have 
been opened." 

So have the eyes of Peace and War's 
teachers. Annegret Pollard, who hid from 
U.S. planes strafing her German town's 
streets on her way home from elementary 
school, now finds herself united with 
Curtis Whiteway in delivering a "war is 
hell, don't go there" message to her stu
dents. Though Victor Swenson brought a 
historian's perspective and a degree in 
International Relations from the School 
of Advanced International Studies {SAIS) 
to the course, his first semester of teach
ing was one of significant personal 
change. After dwelling intellectually with 
Mohandas Gandhi, Martin Luther King 
Jr., and the citizens ofLe Chambon, and 
being moved by what they did, he carne 
to see "energetic, purposeful, ingenious 
action based on refusal to do harm to 
another person as the fundamental obli
gation of all human beings." 

For myself, though I had studied non
violence and participated in such actions 
for years, the experience of teaching Peace 
and War during spring 2003 exposed lim
itations in my understanding. Our semes
ter was bracketed by President George W. 
Bush's State of the Union address in Jan
uary fervently justifying war with Iraq and 
his "tailhook'' speech on the U.S.S. Abra
ham Lincoln claiming the war's triumph-
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ant conclusion in May. In the midst of 
such times, seeming to demand commit
ted action, how does one clear and main
tain a communal space for reflection? 

No matter what my students and I 
were discussing-the warrior ideal in 
Homer's Iliad; the tradition of Holy 
War in the three major monotheistic 
religions; the disillusionmenr of Paul 
Baumer, Erich Maria Remarque's narrator 
in All Quiet on the "Western Front, and 
his comrades in the trenches of World 
War I; or Gandhi's practice of 
Satyagraha-a consciousness 
of the impending, then actu
al, invasion oflraq hung over 
our seminar table. It was a 
constant temptation to argue, 
to arrange ourselves into the 
Us/Them configuration we 
had become so adept at rec
ognizing from our readings as 
"tribal thinking." 

of the more historically based inquiry the 
class was undertaking. Only two or three 
like Jess, who had attended 1982 Nuclear 
Freeze rallies in her stroller, had grown up 
in peacenik families. 

Immediately prior to our first vacation 
week in mid-February the class nearly 
exploded. I began the period with my 
usual exhortation to expand one's per
spective by exploring non-U.S. news 
sources, then passed out a sampler of re
cent items from British websites--expo

sure of the plagiarized 
"dodgy dossier" on 
Iraqi weapons of mass 
destruction issued by 
Prime Minister Tony 
Blair's press secretary; 
news that the Pope 
refused to declare the 
upcoming conflict a 
just war; mention that 
the U.S A. Patriot Act 
II had already been 
drafted. "Maybe our 
president cares more 
for democracy in Iraq 
than in the U.S.," I 
speculated aloud. 

In this case, since the 
campus was mainly dovish, 
"Us" were those who regard
ed this war and a national 
security policy calling for pre
emptive strikes as appallingly 
bad ideas. I took part in the 
peace march in Washington 
on January 28; on February 
15 about a third of my class 

Opposite and above: Students 
listen thoughtfully during Judith 
Yarnall's "Peace and War" class 

In an atmosphere 
I had already politi
cized, we began dis-

of 18 went either to the massive rally 
in New York or to an antiwar gathering 
in front of Vermont's statehouse in 
Montpelier. We carne back flushed with 
righteous energy. I began the semester 
badly torn between my role as an activist 
and my role as a teacher responsible to 
every member of this non-elective class. 

It included Sarah, whose doubts about 
the rightness of this war were painfully 
outweighed by the presence of her 
boyfriend in Iraq. She had urged him to 
join the Marines two years before, when 
enlisting looked like his only road to a col
lege education. And Justin, who was 
about to be commissioned as an Army 
lieutenant and trusted the government's 
case, though he regarded war as a last 
resort and wrote that he had a personal 
history of staring down bullies, not swing
ing at them. Several class members felt 
caught in a tug between conservative 
home or church milieus and the more 
questioning atmosphere on campus. 
Another, in a court diversion program 
because of a domestic violence offense, 
was already engaged in a personal version 

cussing the essay "The 
Myth of Redemptive Violence" by 
Walter Wink. He analyzes a belief per
meating U.S. popular culture: that 
"violence," as Dick Tracy puts it, "is 
golden when it is used to put evil down." 
The leap between gumshoe quip and 
the rhetoric of post-9/11 foreign policy 
swiftly got made. When Janet, whose 
feisty but searching voice had enlivened 
earlier classes, asked how, then, do we 
deal with tyrants {as a volunteer at a bat
tered women's shelter she had extensive 
vicarious experience with them), a chorus 
drowned her out. At that moment I neg
lected to intervene effectively on her 
behalf Our period over, the class broke 
into heated conversational groups and 
Janet left for the academic dean's office, 
intent on transferring to another section 
of Peace and War. 

An alert administrative assistant there 
suggested she talk this over with me. How 
often does a student confront a professor, 
the one with power in the classroom, the 
one who hands out grades, about an 
unhappiness with that professor's per
formance? When Janet knocked on my 
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office door, her bravery needed to be hon
ored by serious listening. "You should 
have toned it down," she said and went on 
to make a broader point: that she felt she 
was being spoon-fed my point of view. 
Our conversation, grueling for both of us, 
ended with her deciding to remain in 
the section and my pledging to be more 
welcoming and protective of divergent 
student voices. 

Twelve days later our class reconvened. 
By then, nearly 10,000,000 people world
wide had taken to the streets to protest 
war with Iraq, their voices 
heard by each other but 
seemingly not by policy
makers. The last thing I 
wanted to do was replicate 
in the classroom the pain of 
not being heard. I began 
with an apology, acknowl
edging my conflict of roles 
and vowing to deal with it 
more professionally. First
hand reports on the New 
York rally followed, and 
then we were back to the 
syllabus. 

Fortunately, it offered 

that Iraq had chemical weapons. 
Once U.S. soldiers and Iraqis started to 

die, it seemed necessary to acknowledge 
that gravity with a depth of our own. At 
the beginning of our next class I suggest
ed a modified form of Quaker meeting, 
where silence is the ground of speech and 
response is pure listening, not direcr reply. 
Each person spoke in turn, Sarah out of 
raw pain and several others out of a con
fusion groping for shape: 

"I want to support our troops, but how 
can I do that if I'm against the war?" 

"There's so much infor
mation and hype, how 
can I tell what's true?" 

"We're overwhelming 
our children." 

''I'm scared of what 
happens in war." 

"What's going to hap
pen afrerwards?" 

the protections of history. Judith Yarnall in her classroom 

Justin, who recorded 
these comments and gave 
everyone a copy on the 
last day of class, spoke elo
quently about the pre
ciousness of free speech 
and the United States' 
mission to share it. 

The lethal righteousness of 
Holy War in the Book of Joshua or in 
Pope Urban II's call for Crusade struck 
students as more curious than controver
sial-these things happened centuries 
ago-but they appreciated the dark light 
it shed on the concept of jihad. (The less
er jihad, that is, of struggling against 
unbelievers-not the greater jihad of 
struggling with oneself, which was also 
practiced by Mohandas Gandhi and, 
indeed, by several people sitting around 
our table.) 

Immediately before the U.S. attack 
began on March 19, the class was midway 
through a unit on World War I, focusing 
on the soldier's experience. What war, 
other than the Trojan War, has had such 
powerful tellers, ones who sound the ter
rible, familiar chords of sorrow, love of 
comrades, lust for survival in a way that 
freshly pierces the reader? After Wtlfred 
Owen's great poem "Dulce et Decorum 
Est" was read aloud-in which he coun
ters "th~ old lie" that it is sweet and fitting 
to die for one's country with the image of 
a young man who has just inhaled mus
tard gas, whose blood comes "gargling 
from the froth-corrupted lungs"-none 
of us knew what to say. We believed then 
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Cliche or dog-eared 
truth, it hardly matters: attentive listening 
is a necessary step towards healing. We 
had already been leaving the Usrrhem 
stuff behind, but afrer this day the class 
became a community, bringing a curiosi
ty braided from many points of view to 
our remaining material, which at last cen
tered on nonviolence. (Besides Mohandas 
Gandhi, it included the sanctuary village 
of Le Chambon, France, during World 
War II; Martin Luther King Jr. and the 
Civil Rights movement; the words of 
Jesus; and essays by Thich Nhat Hanh). 
When Jessica gave a presentation about a 
nonviolent protest she had taken part in, 
occupying a doomed Oregon redwood 
forest- and showed footage of police 
using pepper spray against the protes
tors-! was impressed by her self-disci
pline. She never let her passionate com
mitment block communication. "I felt a 
lot like Jess," Justin told me when I inter
viewed him afrer the course was over. "She 
was firm and whole-hearted. I always 
wanted to hear what she was going to say." 

I also met later with both Janet and 
April, who shared the home-vs.-campus 
tug of opinion. Janet and I laughed 
about her yo-yo days at the beginning of 

the semester, when her vocal working
class parents complained on weekends, 
"You were never this liberal before." Now, 
she says she's more skeptical about all 
points of view and wants to get at facts. 
"It's upsetting that our country's credibil
ity is shot." And she still wishes peace 
activists had more effective ideas about 
what to do with people who are commit
ting evil acts. "Peace is a verb," she says, 
not some wispy kingdom. 

April, slightly older than most other 
members of the class, and a Mormon with 
two young children, experienced the tug 
as "invigorating." For her, Peace and War 
was an invitation to build up a tolerance 
for complexity, to grapple with questions 
that have no easy answers but must, nev
ertheless, be asked. "Sometimes it seems 

Immediately prior to 
our first vacation 
week in mid-Febrnary 
2003 the class nearly 
exploded. 

hopeless, but I also believe people have 
goodness-! saw that in our class." "War 
is a crime against innocence," she added: 
words backed by troubling thought, for 
she could imagine her own children at 
Hiroshima or Nagasaki. 

I thought not only of the civilians 
who are the majority of the dead in all 
modern wars, but of the lost generation of 
young men in All Quiet on the western 
Front, of our U.S. youths picked off on 
the streets of Baghdad or Fallujah, of my 
students-unborn during the Vietnam 
War, kindergartners during the Iran
Contra years-who are inclined to trust 
and love their country. 

The next time I teach this course, will 
I park my political views at the classroom 
door? Not a chance; they provide an ani
mating passion. But I plan to hold myself 
to much stricter account about remem
bering a Gandhian caveat. Truth, he 
believed, is absolute. Though he had 
faith that it is approachable by deter
mined seekers, he held that the only truth 
we human beings are privileged to know 
is relative. I thank my students for help
ing me to understand that purging right
eousness from one's truth is part of non
violence. 0 
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Quaker Roots Run Deep. 

Since the mid-1700s Quakers have been 
moving to North Carolina. Before you make 
a retirement decision, plan to v isit 

Greensboro, North Carolina and find out why 
so many Quakers have settled here. You w ill 
find Friends Homes, Inc. owns and manages 
two outstanding continuing care retirement 
communities. You w ill enjoy the beauty of four 

changing seasons w ith temperate w inters, and 
a stimulating quality of life in an active Quaker 
community. The area is home to several 
Quaker meetings as wel l as one of the 
nation's most well respected Quaker institutions, 
Guilford College. Call (336) 292-9952 
for more information or to arrange a visit to 
Friends Homes. 

FRIENDS ]OURNALMay 2004 

FRIENDS HOMES, INC. 
Providing Retirement options since 1968 

www .friendshomes.org EOUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

Fundraising and Charitable 
Gift Planning Consultants 
EXPERIENCE: Henry Freeman brings to his consulting firm over 
30 years of management and fund raising experience at Yale, The 
University of Michigan, and Earlham College. Senior level Associates 
include professionals with expertise in m~or gifts, charitable gift 
planning, foundation research, grant writing, capital campaigns and 
organizational development. 

CONSULTANT-CLIENT PARTNERSHIPS: Founded in 1993, we take 
pride in our history of long-term, mutually beneficial relationships with 
clients. Specifically, over 50% of our current clients have worked with 
H. Freeman Associates for five or more years and approximately 85% 
of clients served in the past ten years have either renewed or entered 
new contracts two or more times. 

We invite you to contact us. 

Henry B. Freeman 
765.939.6910 
H. Freeman Associates 
HFreeAssoc@aol.com • www.Hfreemanassociates.com 
501 East Main Street • Centerville, IN 47330 
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TEACH OVERSEAS 

Europe • Asia • Africa 
South and Central America 

American/International Schools 
world-wide are looking for outstanding 

teachers with a minimum of 
2 years recent, 

full-time experience. 

K-12 positions in all disciplines for 
September 2004. 

www .search-associates.com 
sallyjogordon@ sjg-search.com 

1-484-356-0971 

The Bible Association of Friends 
in America 

since 1829 has offered Bibles, New T estaments, 
and Portions free or at cost to Friends 
institutions, individuals, and others worldwide. 

Write to: P.O. Box 3, Riverton, NJ 08077 

Open your child's 
mind to the world 

ABINGTON 
FRIENDS 
SCHOOL 

A Quaker coeducational 
day school grades 

Preschool through 12 

For more information , call 
215-886-4350 

575 Washington Lane • Jenkintown, PA 19046 
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Meditation 

Garden 
by John Morgan 

"Who wves a garden still his Eden keeps. " 
-Bromon Alcott 

I n one of the most remarkably out-of
character statements ever made in litera
ture, sleuth and rationalist Sherlock 

Holmes said, almost whimsically: "Flowers 
are nature's surest signs of Providence." 

I am not sure what case he was han
dling at the time or whether by some stroke 
of fortune, he simply had a moment to 
smell the roses in an English country garden, 
but I do know that gardens are like outdoor 
altars where you can sit quietly and soak in life 
throwing off its winter garments and poking 
its head through the thawing Earth. 

I come from a long line of Welsh and 
English gardeners. Though I grew up in Phila
delphia, I can still remember the garden out
side our back window and the return of the 
same turtle every year to a batch of high grass 
near the drain pipe. Even then, concrete walls 
and traffic notwithstanding, spring came as a 
joyful surprise every year, reminding me that 
all life seeks to move toward the light, if given 
half a chance. 

There are some places this year where I 
imagine spring will come slowly: places like 
Iraq, or some of our own neighborhoods 
where dreams die and "life is a broken-winged 
bird that cannot fly," as Langston Hughes 
wrote. But enough of broken dreams; hope 
rises every spring with the first sign of daffo
dils or the sound of a bat cracking from the 
nearby sandlot. 

You can learn a great deal by sitting still 
near a garden. If nothing else, you will be able 
to refrain from causing other people more 
troubles. No wonder that H enry David 
Thoreau, sitting near his Walden Pond, could 
write: "I wouldn't walk around the block to 
see the world blow up." H e wouldn't have to 
travel further than his television set these days 
to see the ceremony of innocence drowned in 
constant repetition of scenes from war. 

There is something humbling about plant
ing a garden, especially for a city slicker like 
me. You toss a few bulbs in before winter and, 
presto, without so much as lifting a shovel or 
rake, the green shoots come bursting out of 
the Earth, which had been so barren and cold 
for so long. Talk about the simple graces of 

john Morgan, a Unitarian Universalist minis
ter and author, is an attender of Friends meet
ing; when he is able, and a contributor to FRIENDS 
jOURNAL 

life-nothing equals the sights of yellow and 
blue and red and orange sending their flares 
into the sunlight. 

I also understand more why diversity is 
beautiful from studying my garden. The blue 
flowers do not say to the red, "Get out of here, 
this is our spot of the Earth!" The orange do 
not seize the green buds by the stems and try 
to toss them out of their space. The beauty of 
a garden is that each flower retains its unique
ness, but when joined together with others 
forms a patchwork tapestry of joy. Stand back 
a few feet when your garden is in full bloom 
and observe its majesry, just as marvelous as 
seeing the blue planet Earth from the distance 
of the moon. 

There is an old proverb: "Many things 
grow in the garden that were never sowed 
there." That's the really humbling part of 
growing a life or a garden. No matter how 
carefully you plant the seeds, a few weeds 
always manage to grow. You can't control 
them any more than you can control the 
people around you. And, sometimes, even 
weeds add a touch of diversity to a flower 
patch or a crack in the city sidewalk. 

Amid the sounds of bombs and planes and 
conflicts, a garden, like poetry, is simply news 
that lasts. And the news is good: Life renews 
itself. To that, we can all say, "Amen." 0 
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Life in the Meeting 

Simplifying Life 
in Our Corner 
of the World 
by Beth Murphy 

I n June 2003, our Friends Meeting in Kla
math Falls, Oregon, held a "Simplify Your 
Life" yard sale and raised $3,200 for Right 

Sharing ofWorld Resources. But there's more 
to the story than that. I found that this 
event wasn't just about raising money for a 
great cause. 

When our pastor, Faith Marsalli, showed 
us the Right Sharing video during our meet
ing, I felt an immediate "yes" in response to 
the Quaker values in the video. I have lived in 
voluntary simplicity for many years, both from 
a spirirual and an environmental ethic. When 
our Peace and Social Concerns clerk, Jeanette 
Rutherford, announced that we would spon
sor a yard sale as suggested in the video, I 
volunteered to work on the project. 

We did a number of initial things to bring 
in donations. We developed a flyer aimed at 
those who might like to simplify their lives by 
donating material items. We distributed this 
broadly all over our small town, including 
radio stations. We also invited Colin Saxton, 
a Quaker pastor and board member for 
RSWR, to be our guest speaker at a free 
community Peace Supper and passed out these 
flyers to those who came. Our pastor also 
encouraged our meeting to think of offering 
donations as a spiritual exercise, recognizing 
how both simplicity and right sharing with 
others are ways of following Christ. And boy, 
did the donations come in! We eventually had 
to put the brakes on the donations toward the 
end; we simply had no more room in the 
basement to receive them. 

Beyond getting lots of good stuff and rais
ing money for a great cause, what did this all 
mean to us? First, it was truly amazing to see 
what people in the U.S. can peel off as un
wanted or unneeded material excess when 
encouraged to do so. We asked for high
quality donations and, for the most parr, that's 
what we received. Personally, from handling 
thousands of items, I renewed my vow to 
reduce consumption and carefully consider 
each material possession I bring into my home. 
In a very hands-on way, I was dismayed by the 

Beth Murphy is a member of Klamath Falls 
Friends Church in Klamath, Oreg. This article 
appeared in the Right Sharing of World Re
sources Newsletter, third quarter, 2003. 
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• Founded 1876 

Friends Academy 
Located on scenic Long Island, 

less than 30 miles from New York City. 

Celebrating our 125th Anniversary 

f, 
~ 

Founded in 1876 by Gideon Frost for "the children of Friends and those 
similarly sentimented, " Friends Academy is a Quaker, coeducational, inde
pendent, college preparatory day school serving 750 students from age three 
through the twelfth grade. The school awards significant financial assistance. 

Friends Academy • Duck Pond Road • Locust Valley, NY 11560 

Phone: 516-676-0393 • Fax: 516-671-2025 • work@fa.org 

That will be your first thought when you 
see Broadmead. From the lovely pond 

and springhouse to the expansive trees 
and gardens, the beauty of the natural 
surroundings can only be surpassed by 

the warmth and vitality of the people 
who reside here. Located in the rolling 

hills of Hunt Valley, Broadmead is one of 
the most experienced Continuing Care Retirement 
Communities in Maryland. Our residents enjoy 
garden apartments, all inclusive healthcare, 
wellness programs, sumptuous meals, interesting 
friends, and close proximity to the many cultural 

attractions of Baltimore. 9"" ..... ,. ~ 
Retirement living is at its ..,_.. 1.51 
best at Broadmead. .,.,.,,• :=..= 

Broadmead is an inclusive accredited, not-for-profit Continuing Care 
Retirement Community founded and operated in the caring Quaker tradition. 

(i) Broadmead 
13801 YoRK ROAD • CoCKEYSVILLE, MD 21030 
410-527-1900 • www.broadmead.org 
ITYNoice- Maryland Relay Service: 1-800-735-2258 
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oJhe 
1 ~aker '(TH~~~~~ 

Where non-traditional learning 
styles are embraced and individual 

gifts and affinities flourish. 

318 Meetinghouse Road 
Horsham, PA 19044 

215.674.2875 
www.quakerschool.org 

Listening to users 
Designing/or people 

User interfaces that work 

Arthur Fink Consulting 
arthur@arthurfi nk. com 

What it means to be 
SELECf 

Curious 
Imellecrual 
Articulate 

Accomplished 
Athletic 
Diverse 

FRIENDS SELECT 

Pre-K Through Twelfth Grade 
17th and T he Parkway, Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-561-5900 ext. 104 • www.friends-select.org 

~Moving? 
Please let us know 8 
weeks in advance. Send 
us your address label if 

possible. 
Otherwise, be sure to include your name 
and old zip code as well as your new 
address. 
FRIENDS j OURNAL, 1216 Arch Street 2A 

Philadelphia, PA 1907-2835 ~ 
Phone: (215) 563-8629 

Fax: (215) 568-1377 
E-mail: 

info@friendsjournal.org 
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goods and ease our use of world resources. I her response was "Oh my God, I'm going 
gained a new understanding of this reality. to go to hell when I die." When you hold 

Our small meeting was not used to pulling this poverty in the light, along with the mate-
off an event like this. One of the questions I rial excess that created our funds, you dra-
pondered with Faith after spending many matically see the twin "burdens of material-
hours alone soning through stuff was how to ism and poverty" that are noted in the RSWR 
engage our group more in the process. As a mission statement. 
relatively new member, I did not know whom This whole experience has left me wonder-
to approach for help. But how to spark action ingjust how I am being called as an individual 
without making others feel guilty or shamed and as a member of my faith community to 
is the question, as people are often very busy. I serve the poor. As a college administrator, I 
found that if an organizer provides lots of big know that I have skills to offer, but that I am 
and small ways to help, and communicates also limited in time. I hate to say that, but 
the need for help with sign-up sheets and time limitations are a realiry for me. I long to 
announcements, people will rise to the occa- be called to a higher purpose, but am also 
sion. Our group certainly did after I started frightened about the changes or burdens this 
asking for more help. I also tried to add some might mean in my life. This is an important 
fun to the event, by holding a pizza/pricing spiritual question for me, and I am waiting for 
party. We all wore hats donated to the yard that still, small inner voice to speak. 
sale--Or. Seuss, the Princess, the Cowboy, As for our meeting, we are situated in a 
the Sailor, the English Gentleman, the Punker, disadvantaged neighborhood and many of our 
the French Girl, the Church Lady, the El- yard sale customers were from the surround-
egant Lady and more. We also had a contest ing area. Some of their needs were quite evi-
to guess the final total of the sale, with movie dent-dental and health care, adult and 
tickets going to the winner. children's clothing, and other basic home re-

In the final stretches of the yard sale, we sources. As a faith community, we know that 
had many hands helping out. We all felt that we face an important question: what are we 
this shared work brought us together as a faith called to do as a group to be helpful in our 
community. I personally felt an electric sense immediate neighborhood? To explore this 
of joy with this project. We got to know each question, we're holding a threshing soon. 
other better. We had fun working together. I think the yard sale and the threshing will 
We got on each other's nerves (yes, there's help me and our meeting face many central 
always a down side). And we knew that we spiritual questions. Who am I as a Christ 
were doing something that helped others in follower? Is my life a true reflection of Quaker 
need. Over and over, I heard the sentiment values? How will I partner with those with 
that we should work together on projects like fewer resources in a direct way? How can I, as 
this more often. Some described this work an overly busy U.S. citizen, carve out time for 
together as "sweet" and "full of grace." I think service? These are tough questions for those of 
we demonstrated that in serving others, it is us living in First-World countries. And you 
often we ourselves who are "helped." would think that holding a yard sale to raise 

Now we are considering how we will do- funds wouldn't cause us to face ourselves so 
nate our yard sale proceedings. Right Sharing deeply. But that's just what happened in our 
has provided us with a list of projects that little corner of the First World. 0 
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by Liz Sinclair 
Full Circle 

rcle of Quakers 
gathers on a bright, 

rispApril morning 
in the meetinghouse on Orrong 
Road. We sit on grey vinyl chairs 
in silence, in a large circle in what 
was once the lounge of a private home. 
Because the day is cool, several of the elec
tric wall heaters are turned on, mostly for the 
elderly attendees of whom there are many. I 
glance quickly around the room. I see Jim, the 
meeting secretary; my friend Anne; Dorothy, 
an octogenarian poet; and about 30 others. 
Not a large turnout for Easter. 

Jim is the first one to stand and speak. "I 
read an article this week in which the author 
pointed out that 'silent' is an anagram of 
'listen,"' he says, "I find that incredibly pro
found." ("Wow," says an anonymous voice.) 
Jim's stutter, present when he gives the an
nouncements afrer meeting, never intrudes 

Liz Sinclair attends Toorak Meeting in 
Melbourne, Australia. 

I 

on his minis
tries, as if his 

words here are 
borne on light

er wings than ev
eryday speech. 

Ten minutes pass. A 
woman rises to her feet and 

talks about Jesus on the Cross, and how he 
died to atone for our sins. She is not comfort
able with the word "atonement"; she says it 
sounds too negative. She has read somewhere 
recently that "atonement" can be spelled as 
"at-one-ment" and she finds this interpreta
tion more revealing. She finishes speaking and 
sits back down in the silence. 

A shon while later, Dorothy gets up to 
recite an Easter poem. In her lilting, 
Hartfordshire accent she describes Christ's 
torment in his final days and his agony on 
Calvary. I know that Dorothy is thinking 
about the Second World War, as it is ofren a 
backdrop for her poetry; she converted from 
the Anglican Church during the dark days of 

1938. Dorothy was seeking a religion that, 
she says, wasn't so heavenly focused that it was 
of little earthly value. Many of the older 
Friends, who lived through the war, express 
both urgency and despair as they witness the 
current rise in global tensions and military 
incursions into the Middle East. In Dorothy's 
poem, there is something that pricks my con
science. The words are gone so quickly that I 
cannot recall them, but their effect reverber
ates like a bell in my head. I am continually 
astonished when another's ministry speaks 
directly to my own condition. As Quaker 
Robert Lawrence Smith writes, "Each meet
ing is like a gamble with the human spirit, a 
wager that more will be brought out of the 
room than was brought in, more depth, more 
insight, more truth, more knowledge, more 
growth in each and among all." 

As I sit here in this room flooded with 
midmorning sun, I am overwhelmed with a 
profound sense of how my life has been di
rected by my faith. I remember with startling 
clarity the first ministry I ever heard, 25 years 

" \ ( 
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... where every resident enjoys 
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Quaker Sponsored 
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• Personal Care Community 
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OPPORTUNITY 

ago. Suddenly, my heart is pounding as if I've 
raced up a steep flight of stairs. There is a 
sinking feeling in my stomach. My knees start 
to quiver. I don't enjoy public speaking, but 
after all these years, I recognize my unique 
physical signs that herald a ministry. I agonize 
briefly over the flow and rhythm of words that 
are coalescing in my head, but it's too late; I've 
made my decision, and suddenly find myself 
standing. Another lesson I've failed to learn 
yet is that words are most inspirational when 
they come from the heart, without prepara
tion. I glance at the clock. Five more minutes 
and I would have avoided the whole ordeal 
altogether. However, Quaker tradition main
tains that if a member feels moved to speak, 
and does not, he or she keeps from the group 
a vital insight that might benefit others. My 
experience of the power of Quaker oration is 
the basis of my own ministry today. 

Twenty-five years ago, I was attending 
high school in Washington, D.C., and was 
briefly courted by not just one, but two, intel
ligence agencies. As I loved studying languages, 
I was seriously considering a career in this line 
of work. I mentioned these developments to 
my then best friend, Tracy. She simply looked 
at me and said, "I think you need to come to 
meeting." I agreed to go although I knew little 
about her faith. I remember sitting in the 
silence of the meetinghouse on Dupont Circle 
the following Sunday on a hard, uncomfort
able wooden bench beside a girl who had 
showered that morning with a strong deodor
ant soap. My nose was smarting. I was restless 
and bored, waiting impatiently for the end. 
Then a man rose to his feet and began speak
ing in a measured London accent and my life 
changed forever. The Englishman spoke of 
coming out of an air raid shelter at dawn after 
a night of intense bombing during the Blitz. 
Next to him in the street walked a woman 
with her small son. The boy turned to his 
mother and asked if the sun would rise that 
morning. The man's voice trembled as he 
recalled the impact of those words on h im. H e 
spoke about the necessity for peace. Listening 
to his ministry, I lived the horror of war and 
the despair that life could ever be secure again 
and felt tears leaking from my eyes. I realized I 
had found my spirirual home. 

Today I find myself telling the meeting 
how becoming a Q uaker has shaped my life 
beyond measure, and how a seed planted a 
quarter of a century ago in my mind by an 
unknown Englishman has begun to bear 
fruit. I say to them that I cannot even begin 
to imagine how different my life would be 
today if it were not for the words I heard 
spoken on that far-distant Sunday. As I speak, 
I gaze out across the room. Anne is looking 
straight at me, she is smiling, and her eyes are 
shining. May the circle be unbroken, I think 
to myself. 0 
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1v1argarer J:"4ell 

by Brian Drayton 

My abiding goal in these columns is to 
direct readers' attention to impor
tant spiritual resources within the 

Quaker rradition. Margaret Fell is a vivid 
figure in the rise of Quakerism and a powerful 
voice from the Q uaker dawn. She also lived to 
oppose the move towards rigid discipline in 
"dress and address" that arose by the early 
1700s that could masquerade as righteous
ness. In hearing her, we are called to consider 
again what our own essential spiritual under
standings and commitments are. 

Thomas Hamm has suggested that Mar
garet Fell was the single most important 
convert Fox ever made. As the wife of a re
spected judge, and minor gentry, she was able 
to gain access to the King's ear on numerous 
occasions-and she had the force, character, 
and intelligence to make effective use of 
that access, to plead for mercy for Friends 
dur ing decades of persecution . Perhaps 
even more important, however, was her role 
in the correspondence and record-keeping 
that substantially enabled the early Quaker 
impulse to take shape as a movement. Many 
of the publishers of T ruth wrote to her, or 
to each other through her. In this correspon
dence, they clearly valued her spiritual in
sight and good sense as well as her executive 
capabilities, and they trusted her because 
she shared in the work of preaching, and of 
wimess in prison and persecution. Swarthmoor 
Hall also became the hub for aid and support 
from Friends to Friends, with many different 
wants supplied from the funds solicited 
and managed by her, and by her capable 
daughters and household. It is not surpris
ing that during the time that George Fox, her 
mentor and evenrually her husband, was es
tablishing the basic meeting structure under 
which Q uakers still operate, she was a steady 
and passionate advocate for good order 
and process, including the establishment of 
women's meetings. At the same time, until 
her death in 1702, she advocated the freedom 
of the Spirit of C hrist, which she found ut
terly reliable as the source of real uniry: 
"continue hand in hand in the uniry of fellow
ship of this Eternal Spirit in humiliry and 
lowliness of mind, each affirming others bet
ter than ourselves." 

T he excerpts from her writings that are 
available show us the substance that made 
her communiry-building role effective. In 

Brian Drayton is a member of Weare (NH ) 
Meeting. 
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these writings, important facets emerge that 
deserve to be better known as polemicist, as 
publisher ofT ruth, and as advocate in time of 
sufferings. 

Polemicist 
M argaret Fell engaged in vigorous argu

ments in print against opponents of Q uaker
ism . In this, she reveals herself to be confident, 
articulate, and fierce. In a time of unresrrained 
raillery, she was as free in denunciation as any. 
(There is a famous short letter from her daugh
ter Margaret, excoriating the local preacher in 
terms rather bloodthirsry for a 1 0-year-old 
was this what she was used to hearing around 
the house, or at meeting?) Yet as in the trucu
lent passages of George Fox and James Nayler, 
Margaret Fell is directing her fire against en
rrenched prejudice and complacency, with 
the intent of shattering comfort to allow for 
the work of the Light of Christ to be per
ceived. In a tract pleading for religion rooted 
in the Spirit itself, rather than in human teach
ings based on Scripture once given forth by 
the Spirit, she writes: "Now let the people 
seriously consider what they will venture their 
souls upon, for it is not a deceitful , lying spirit 
that will feed the soul. It is the Spirit of life 
and rruth that nourishes .. .. Here is the chief 
difference between them and us: they have the 
words and declaration of Christ and the 
apostles, declared from the Spirit of life; we 
have the Spirit which these words were de
clared from .. . the same Christ . .. which all 
the Christians in Christendom confess in 
words, do we bear testimony of in the Spirit of 
life and power." 

Two of her greatest apologetic tracts are 
those on the Peace Testimony, and on women 
speaking in the ministry. Her statement on 
Friends opposition to war, its sources and 
implications, preceded the famous statement 
of 1661 by half a year. It is a rrenchant piece, 
wh ich places the testimony squarely in the 
context of Christ's life and example, but also 
of Christ's current and immediate teaching, 
in whose light the Scriptural record reveals its 
true meanings. "We are a people that follow 
after those things that make for peace, love, 
and uniry. It is our desire that others' feet may 
walk in the same. [We] do deny and bear our 
testimony against all strife, wars, and conten
tions that come from the lusts that war in the 
members; that war against the soul, that we 
wait for, and watch for, in all people." 

Her tract on "Women's Speaking Justi
fied" is apparently the fi rst systematic rreat-
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PE NN C HARTER 

The oldest Quaker school in the nation, 

William Penn Charter School embraces 
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Essential Quaker principles and practice 
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mentor tn!S toptc oy a woman rneuu. vuu: 
again, she skillfully adduces Scriptural prece
dent, bur then rests her argument firmly on 
the experience of the Quaker community, in 
which women's ministry has been experimced 
as authentic Gospel ministry, arising from the 
Spirit, speaking to the Life of God in the 
other, and turning the hearer to that inward 
Teacher, or confirming him or her in their 
walk with God. 

Advocate and Lobbyist 
Fell was often prosecuted for holding wor

ship in her house, for not swearing, for attend
ing Quaker "conventicles," and other similar 
charges. She knew well the inside of a prison, 
having many times found herself there, once 
for almost four years. During all her years as a 
Friend, she was constant in decrying misrule, 
cruel treatment of the innocent, and the pun
ishment of Friends for conscience' sake. King 
Charles II became well acquainted with her, 
both in person and by letter, and thanks to her 
work, many Friends survived during the 
stormy years between 1660 and 1689. From a 
letter to Charles [spelling as in the original]: "I 
that am above Seventy years of Age, am come 
up above Twohundred miles in this wert, cold 
winter, to Lay before the King my sufferings 
and some other poor people's, that meet with 
me in my own house and country. . . . I 
humbly desire the King would be pleased to 
... afford us Relief according to the Inno
cency of our Cause; we being a people that 
desire nothing but the king and all his peoples 
good & happiness in this World and that 
which is to come." 

Publisher of Truth 
All of Margaret's activities are part of 

her work under concern, on behalf of the 
Truth as discovered by Friends. Some of her 
concern was for the establishing of Friends 
in their new convincemem, and supporting 
them in their growth in the Spirit. Many of 
her letters are written to that end, showing 
her understanding that inner as well as outer 
conditions can take us by surprise and tempt 
us to rely more on human strength and ma
noeuvering than on the guidance of the Light 
to see us through. As do other early Friends, 
she recogni2es how often we think we know 
best, and in reaching beyond our current 
measure of Light we are more liable to faint 
and fuil. "Examine now, and try whether you 
are gathering now, or scattering abroad ... 
come down and stoop to the Yoak of Christ 
. . . and beware of starting from under the 
Yoak of Obedience ... for the Lord God 
requires not only Sacrifice, but Obedience, 
which is better. And that Mind that [read: 
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"mind that which"] looks outward, from the 
measure enjoyed, and joins to anything with
our, contrary to the freedom of the Spirit. . . . 
Keep in the Light which is one, in the Power, 
which is one, in the measure of Life made 
manifest in you, which is one; and here is 
no Division, nor Separation, but a gathering 
and a knitting." 

For Further Reading 
Still the best short source for Fell's life and 

writing is Hugh Barbour's Pendle Hill Pam
phlet #206, Margaret Fell Speaking, which 
includes substantial excerpts from her Account 
of her own life. If you want to read more of 
her writings, a good anthology is A Sincere 
and Constant Love, edi red by Terry S. Wallace, 
which includes selections from several of Mar
garet Fell's tracts and displays her work as 
polemicist and publisher ofT ruth- an im
portant piece in this collection is her effective 
piece on the Peace Testimony. Most recently, 
Elsa Glines has published a complete collec
tion of Margaret Fell's letters, in which all 
sides of her personaliry are accessible. The 
collection, entitled Undaunted Zeal, includes 
notes on the context of each letter, enabling 
the reader to know something about why it 
was written, and about the person to whom it 
was addressed. 

Biographies: I would recommend an old 
standby still in print, Isabel Ross's Margaret 
Fell Mother of Quakerism. Although this 
was published in 1949, it remains an exten
sive, charmingly written example of "biogra
phy as narrative." I think most people would 
enjoy it, and from it learn a lor about Fell, 
early Quakerism, and indeed life in the 17th 
century. Bonnelyn Young Kunze's Margaret 
Fell and the Rise of Quakerism (1994) is much 
more the work of a modern, professional 
historian. Kunz takes advantage of recent schol
arship on Fell, Quakerism, and the rimes, bur 
there are places in which the jargon of modern 
social theorizing intrudes on the prose. Both 
biographies include important chapters on 
Fell's concern for the conversion of the Jews, 
a concern she shared with George Fox and 
Isaac Peningron. In Search of Margaret Fell by 
Judith Hayden is a moving meditation, in 
parr about Fell, but also about the author's 
spiritual journey, and how her learning about 
and consciousness of Margaret contributed to 

that journey. 0 
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Books 

Harriet Jacobs: A Life 
By jean Fagan Yellin. Basic Civitas Books, 
2003. 394 pages. $27.50/hardcover. 

In 1861 a slave narrative was published 
called Incidents in the Life of A Slave Girl, and 
signed with a fictitious name, Linda Brent. It 
told the story of a young slave adolescent in 
North Carolina whose master began to de
mand sexual favors. To escape the master, 
Linda developed a relationship with another 
white man who she hoped would free her, and 
had two children by him. Her lover did not 
free her, however; her master continued to 
pressure her; and she finally decided her only 
recourse was to run away. While he searched 
for her as far away as New York City, she hid 
in a tiny crawlspace over the porch of her 
grandmother, a free woman, and here she 
stayed for almost seven years. 

Most readers of this narrative concluded 
that a slave could not have written it, and 
attributed it to Lydia Maria Childs, a well
known abolitionist writer, who had edited the 
narrative for publication. The question of au
thorship has been in doubt until recently, 
when Jean Fagan Yellin was able to prove it 
had been written by a slave woman called 
Harriet Jacobs who escaped from the South, 
lived in New York, Boston, and Rochester, 
N.Y., traveled to England; and became well 
known in reform circles. In 1987, Yellin pub
lished the narrative through Harvard Univer
sity Press, including her research that proved 
Jacobs was the author. In 2000 she published 
a more complete volume, including the narra
tive of her brother,John S. Jacobs, "True Tale 
of Slavery." 

Now, in a new volume, Yellin has gone far 
beyond the time period covered by the narra
tive itself to tell the story of Harriet Jacobs's 
life after her escape, her participation in both 
the abolition and women's rights movements 
of the day, and her work among the newly 
freed slaves--or contraband, as they were 
called- in Washington, D .C. Combining im
pressive research with an easy and engaging 
narrative style, Yellin gives us a picture of the 
times in which Harriet Jacob lived, the struggles 
within both the abolition and women's rights 
movement, and the continuing racial discrimi
nation she and her children encountered in 
both North and South. 

Throughout her life after leaving North 
Carolina, Harriet was befriended and sup
ported by Quakers. Amy and Isaac Post of 
Rochester, N.Y., became close friends who 
supported her in many ways and introduced 
her to the Progressive Friends of Longwood. 
Friends sponsored and helped her when she 
traveled in England. Such Friends as Lucretia 
Mott, Abby Kelley Foster, Sarah Grimke, and 
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uutct~ pa.tuupalc:U w1m ne::r m me r.qua1 Klgt'lts 
Association. After the Civil War, New York 
Yearly Meeting's Commircee on the Condi
tions and Wants of the Freedmen supported 
her work among the freedmen in Washing
ton, D.C., where she worked closely with 
Quakers Julia Wilbur, Emily Howland, and 
many other Friends. 

Modern Friends attempting to understand 
the often complicated relationships between 
Quakers and persons of color, and the racial 
discrimination that was current both before 
and afrer the Civil War, will learn much from 
reading the story of Harriet Jacobs. 

-Margaret Hope Bacon 

Margaret Hope Bacon is the author of numerous 
Quaker biographies and a member of Central 
Philadelphia (Pa.) Meeting. 

Robert Turner Shaping 
Silence: A Life in Clay 
By Marsha Miro and Tony Hepburn. 
Kodansha International Ltd., 2003. $451 
hardcover. 

This book is remarkable in irs simplicity, 
style, readability, and presentation. Marvel
ous photographs, both colored and black and 
white, present the pots, crafting, and life of 
Robert Turner, an award-winning ceramist 
and faithful Quaker. 

The photographs invite the reader to see-
almost to touch-the pots. made by this 
gentle, strong man, and the text invokes the 
calm within the fire of his work and life. 
Marsha Miro uses Turner's voice so often, 
so specifically, and so appropriately that the 
reader hears the cadence, the sense, and the 
import of his words. She has culled phrases 
and pa.ragraphs from Turner's notes, pub
lished essays, talks, and interviews and placed 
them in italics so that the change of voice in 
the text is easy to discern. The effect is as if 
"Bob" is in the room, engaged in earnest but 
easy conversation. 

The story is that of a young Friend who 
grew up in Brooklyn (N.Y.) Meeting, gradu
ated from Brooklyn Friends school, attended 
George School for a year, graduated from 
Swarthmore, and married Sue Leggett Tho
mas, a young Friend from Sandy Springs 
Meeting. It is the story of a conscientious 
objector, a tax resister, a generous donor of his 
time, skills, and possessions. It is the story of a 
Friend who has served his local meeting and 
the larger Religious Society of Friends at the 
same time that he has fulfilled his responsibili
ties in the an world-potting, mounting 
shows, teaching, and administering programs. 

Turner has been graced with a talent to 
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live hiS \.,!_uaker tesumomes each moment ot 
the day. Miro and Tony Hepburn, who wrote 
the final section, "Turner in Context," have 
both well represented this talent. William 
Parry, another ceramist and an old friend of 
Turner's , succinctly characterized this 
seamlessness in Turner's life thus: 

He moves from the spiritual to the 
material, from parent role to artist, from 
gnomon to learner, from the hard tech
nology of kiln design to speculative 
abstraction-all without change of 
voice, manner, or psyche. 

Wayne Higby, also a longtime colleague 
and friend of Turner's, told Miro in an inter
view: 

When [Bob] is working he's there, in 
the moment with the work. You feel 
that even though he has a strong signa
ture style, you always feel that he is 
working it out. It doesn't have a "wow 
factor." It's more on the road to a ques
tion. That's what keeps the work fresh. 

Friends call this "centering"; the authors of 
the book call it "shaping silence." 

Miro does not underplay Turner's years of 
study, hard work, and persistence. Rather, she 
says that Turner's integration of his life expe
riences and his travels, and his faithfulness to 
the development of craftsmanship led to the 
"torrent" of his mature work. Turner himself 
illustrates such integration in telling of his 
experience with a particular pot. 

My fingers were moving inside the base 
and they went through. Suddenly the 
piece had this organic sense of an ani
mal or organism moving inside in some 
kind of way that was pushing our. It 
was from years before seeing a bowl in 
Mexico where a turtle was protruding 
from a groove. This altered the bowl 
from just being a bowl of roundness 
and verticality. The circle going around, 
together with the finger movement 
pushing from inside, made a cross. The 
organic animal sense of movement has 
been retained from then on, stretching 
the inside space to become a force equal 
to the space outside . ... This is all part 
of the Quaker sense that you can rely 
on internal needs to find identity which 
is personal and cultural and it comes 
out at particular times when there are 
connections. I was searching for some
thing like that, which was not external 
but was of itself important. 

Robert Turner Shaping Silence should find 
its way into many Quaker libraries. Miro and 
Hepburn have pur together a book that will 
be appreciated by artists and students, by 
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What do Solomon, Joseph, Nehemiah, Gideon, 
and other biblical charactl!n teach us 

about citizenship? Lon fendall shares biblical 
modeb and profiles contl!mporary people 

who illustrate what it means to be an active 
Christian citizen. $15.00 

BARCLAY PRESS 
111 N. Heman St. ' I 0 I, Newber&, OR 971 32 

800 .962.4014 

NEWTOWN FRIENDS 
SCHOOL 

"The accomplishments of adults 
begin as the dreams of children. 

Newtown Friends is a place 
where dreams begin." 

- NFS Mission Statement 

Pre-K to Grade 8 

For further information, 
call 215-968-2225, or visit 
us at newtownfriends.org 
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Common Ground Toward tfte eo ....... 
Good:An Interfaith Dffdogu 

Cynthia Crowner, Talib Abdur Rashid, 
Arthur Waskow 

JIUie 8 

249~ hi\ (;ap Road 
Bangor. I'\ I HOI J 

(6111) SXX-1 7 93 
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17110 

'When we're gone, ow hearts wiH stiU belong" 

Age K through 6th Grade 
Call the School for Summer Camp Info. 

2150 rJutler Pike, P~Hmouth ,Meeting 
Pll 19t,62 • (610) 828-2288 

We manage Investment Portfolios 
from a sociaUy responsible perspective 
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Investment Advisory 

Socially Responsible Investment 
Portfolios that perform 

Charles Schwab custodian 
Stcurities offertd through 

Capital Portfolio Management, 
Manbtr of NASDISJPC, ckared through 

Bear Stearns Sec. Inc. 

norval@goeaston.net 

T urn~r' s_ m_any_ friends, by those who practice 
any discipline m a spiritual manner, and by 
members of the Religious Society of Friends. 
The book rings true and clear, just as the ping 
does when you flick your finger off one of 
Turner's pots. 

--Sharon Hoover 

Shar~n Hoover is a member of Alfted (NY.) 
Meettng. 

In Brief 

Spiritual Classics: Selected 
Readings for Individuals and 
Groups on the Twelve Spiritual 
Disciplines 
Edited by Richard J Foster and Emilie Griffin. 
Harper San Fransisco, 2000. $16/paperback. 
"Many Christians throughout the world are 
looking for ways to grow closer to God and to 
a~t according to God's will," write Friend 
Richard Foster and Emilie Griffin in the book's 
~troduccion. And, as they suggest, this book 
1s. ~~t for th~m. Organized into the 12 
~scip_h?es (m~dltation, prayer, fasting, study, 
Simplicity, sohtude, submission, service con
fession, worship, guidance, celebration) Fos
ter highlighted in his Celebration of Discipline, 
the ?ook offers 52 weeks' worth of weekly 
readmgs from some of God's most faithful 
servants: Thom_as Moo~e, Thomas Kelly, 
Evelyn Underhill, Martin Luther, Martin 
Luther King Jr., Dorothy Day, Meister 
Eckhart, George Fox, Clare of Assisi and 
Hildegard of Bingen among others. Th~ texts 
~hosen_ ~e sh_o~, accessible, thought-provok
mg, .spmt-b~ding, and followed by brief dis
cussi~n questions, suggested exercises, a Bible 
selection, three or f~ur paragraphs of helpful 
comment by the editors, and a short bibliog
rap~>: on each topic called "Going Deeper." 
Th1s 1~ ~excellent tool for spiritual growth in 
today s ume-pressured 24/7 world. 

-Ellen Michaud 

Ellen Michaud, FRIENDS JoURNAL's book re
view editor, is a member of South Starksboro 
{Vt.) Meeting. 

The Healing Htte1rt-Families; 
The Healing Heart
Communities 
Edited by Allison M Cox and David H. Albert. 
New Society Publishers, 2003. 240 pages. 
$19.95/paperback. Taken together, these two 
books provide a look at the use of stories as 
tools to heal individuals and communities. 
Sixty-six storytellers from a wide variety of 
backgrounds offer a mix of folktales, personal 

stories, exercises, games, and songs that, ac
cording to the editors, encourage "healthful 
behaviors, self-esteem, and mutual respect." 

-Ellen Michaud 

Meditations on the Prayer of 
St. Francis 
By Anne Curo. Pendle Hill Pamphlet #369, 
2003. 32_ p~ges. ~~!paperback. The Prayer of 
St. Franc1s 1s familiar to many of us, if not by 
name then by its opening lines: 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love, 
Where there is injury, pardon, 
Where there is doubt, faith . . .. 

. Ann Curo has prayed and meditated upon 
this prayer deeply, and in this pamphlet she 
o~ers ~what she has found within the prayer. 
It IS evident that hers are not merely intellec
tual interpretations, but tender, wise, and 
hum~le reflections dis~erned through direct 
expenence of the meanmg of the prayer in her 
own life. 

According to the biographical note, the 
pamphlet "arose during a Quaker silent re
?"ea~ a~ a ~enedictine monastery"-and read
mg It IS, m a small way, like participating in 
sue~ a retreat. Word by word, line by line, we 
receive the Prayer of St. Francis and experi
ence it for ourselves; Ann Curo walks us 
through its pathways as if we were walking the 
~tone path through a labyrinth together, ever 
mward. And then, as St. Francis did and as 
Curo do~, we ~e challenged to bring the 
prayer With us mto our daily lives, not to 
confme our faith to abstractions and abso
lutes, but to live it. 

Curo reminds us that we can feel our way 
forward, opening ourselves to the unknown 
as we go: 

Because God is not a concept; God 
is experienced, it is ... important not 
to feel we understand God. In the same 
way that we allow our fellow humans 
to unfold before us, we let God unfold. 
This is the sense in which we seek 
to "understand" through our prayers. 
We do not grasp for understanding, 
we let it grow in us. 

-Kirsten Backstrom 

Kirsten Backsrrpm is (l writer and memker of 
Multnomah Meeting in Portland, Oreg. 
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The Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
approved the UN Law of the Sea Conven
tion by a unanimous vote of 15-0 on Febru
ary 25. A two-thirds vote of the full Senate 
will be required for ratification. The Senate 
committee's recent action marks an impor
tant step in a long history of FCNL and 
Quaker work for the peaceful prevention of 
deadly conflict. During the 1970s, Sam and 
Miriam Levering of North Carolina worked 
out of FCNL's office to help develop and 
advance negotiations for the Law of the Sea 
and labored with governments on the treaty's 
final language. The UN Convention on the 
Law of the Sea was adopted in 1982 and 
entered into force in 1994. FCNL lobbied 
steadily in support of the treaty, which has 
gained broad global support. However, the 
U.S. has yet to ratifY the treaty. The evolving 
nature of the treaty may be one of the factors 
driving U.S. ratification after so many years. 
The treaty will be open for amendments for 
the first time later this year. Governments that 
have not yet ratified it will not be able to 
actively protect certain provisions in the treaty 
or propose possible changes. Growing sup
port in Congress and from the Bush adminis
tration in ratifying the treaty may have more 
to do with advancing U.S. national interests 
than with finally committing to the original 
spirit of the treaty. The Senate Foreign Rela
tions Commirtee' s approval of the treaty does 
mark an important step toward U.S. ratifica
tion of the Law of the Sea. It may suggest a 
change from the recent trend of U.S. opposi
tion to international treaties. But rather than 
representing renewed interest in international 
cooperation, the rule of law, and peaceful 
management of global relations, the Bush 
administration's support for the treaty ap
pears to be driven by a desire to use the treaty 
to advance U.S. economic and strategic inter
ests. Senate ratification of the treaty would 
mark a historic moment in the work ofFCNL 
and Friends to help strengthen international 
law, protect the Earth's natural resources, and 
prevent violent conflict. It might also open a 
new phase of FCNL advocacy on the treaty, 
working to ensure the U.S. uses its position as 
a party to the treaty to help fulfill , rather than 
undermine, the vision of Friends who have 
worked for the peaceful prevention of deadly 
conflict through international cooperation and 
the rule of law. -FCNL Info Line 

On February 1, Yellow Springs (Ohio) Meet
ing approved a minute regarding the state of 
electronic voting. "The Yellow Springs Meet
ing considered the present state of electronic 
voting and deems the availability of voter 
verified paper ballot and open source codes to 
be absolutely necessary for fair and accurate 
elections. We ask Ohio Secretary of State 
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-·.nauon snau. no' no; up sworo agams' nmon, 
neither shall they le&l'Jl W&P &n:y m01'8." - Isaiah 2:4 

A hopeless dream? 
No, says political scientist James Payne 

in this engrossing study of the uses of force 
down through history. In this carefully 
researched book, Dr. Payne provides a 
strong dose of optimism to counter 
modem hysteria. His research shows 
that the world is becoming more 
peaceful. Coercive approaches are 
on the way out, being gradually 
displaced by voluntary arrange
ments that emphasize individual 
creativity persuasion, and 
generosity. 

To order A History of Force, 
send check for $27.45 ($23.95 
plus $3.50 S&H) to: 
Lytton Publishing Company 
Box 1212 • Sandpoint, ID 83864 
Or visit www.lyttonpublishing.com 

FRIENDS HOUSE RETIREMENT 
COMMUNITY 

A friendly community of active residents 
in a lovely country atmosphere. 

Section 202 subsidized housing for seniors offering 
studio and one bedroom apts. 

(Maximum annual income limits: Single $40,250; Couple $46,000) 

Cottage program (no income limits) offering 
individual cottages, duplexes and apartments. 

Caring staff dedicated to the 
comfort and well-being of residents 

Skilled nursing facility on grounds 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED. 
Write or call 

Resident Director, Friends House 
17340 Quaker Lane, 

Sandy Spring MD 20860 
301-924-5100 

Sponsored by Members of The Religious Society of Friends 
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1 ne lVleetzng ~cnoot 
56 Thomas Road, Rindge, NH 03461 

Organic Farm 
~ rare breeds, active student involvement 

/ Caring Quaker Community 
putting faith into practice in our daily lives 

Progressive Secondary Education 
day/boarding, small classes, hands-on learning 

email:office@meetingschool.org (603) 899-3366 www.meetingschool.org 
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Ranked among Philadelphia's 
"Top Hospitals" 

in Mental Health 

• Child and Adolescent 
Programs 

• Adult Services 

• Older Adult Program 

• Eating Disorders Program 

190 
Ways we care 

• Long~term residential care for chronic mental illness 

• Women's Program 

• 24-hour evaluation, assessment and referral service 

• 190 year commitment to our Quaker mission 

Call 215 .. 831 .. 6300 or 800 .. 889 .. 0548 
www.FriendsHospitalOnline.org 
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Congratulations 
to our nine graduating 

Quaker Leadership Scholars! 

Admission Office 
5800 West Friendly Ave • Greensboro, NC 27410 

336-316-2100 • 1-800-992-7759 • FAX 336-316-2954 
www.guilford.edu 

Quaker Education Since 1837 

f lU S NOS COMMIT'TEE O N 

nFc 
UNL 
NATIONAL LEG ISLATION 

Friends Committee on 
National Legislation 
www.fcnl.org 
1-800-630-1330 
245 Second St., NE 
Washington, DC 20002 

We seek a world free of war & the threat of war 

We seek a society with equity & j ustice for all 

We seek a community where every person's 

potential may be fulfilled 

We seek an earth restored .... 

Kenneth J. Blackwell to require these two 
features on all election voting machines pres
ently in use and any to be purchased." Con
gress passed the Help America Vote Act 
(HA VA) intending to modernize the national 
elections, improve the accuracy of the vote 
count, and eliminate errors. As Ohio's chief 
elections official, Kenneth J, Blackwell has 
required each county Board of Elections to 
choose one of four electronic voting machines 
he had preapproved. The chief objections to 
the voting machines now available in the 
United States are that they do not provide a 
voter verifiable paper ballot for recount and 
audits; that the source codes that control the 
machines (software and hardware) are not 
available for public scrutiny; and that an en
forceable U.S. standard for design, construc
tion, and testing of election equipment does 
nor exist. The clerk sent this minute to Secre
tary of State Blackwell and the media, and 
forwarded it to M iami Quarterly Meeting for 
irs consideration. -Carl Hyde, clerk of Yellow 
Springs (Ohio) Meeting 

George Ellis, a South African Quaker, a lead
ing theoretical cosmologist, and critic of the 
former apartheid regime of his native coun
try, has won the 2004 Templeton Prize. 
T his prize, valued at more than $1.4 million, 
is the world's largest annual monetary prize 
given to an individual. A professor of applied 
mathematics at U niversity of Cape Town, 
George Ellis specializes in general relativity 
theory and is considered to be among a hand
ful of the world's leading relativistic cosmolo
gists. His most recent investigations question 
whether there was ever a start to the universe 
and, indeed, if there is only one universe or 
many. It is his important contributions to 
the dialogue at the boundary of theology and 
science, however, that led to his being named 
a Templeton Prize laureate. Specifically, he 
has advocated balancing the rationality of 
evidence-based science with faith and hope, a 
view shaped in part by his firsthand experi
ences in South Africa as it peacefully trans
formed from apartheid to multiracial democ
racy without succumbing to racial civil 
war. He describes that history as a "confound
ing of the calculus of reality" that can only 
be explained as the causal effect of forces 
beyond the explanation of hard science, in
cluding issues such as aesthetics, ethics, meta
physics, and meaning. George Ellis, 64, re
ceived his PhD in Applied Mathematics 
and Theoretical Physics from Cambridge Uni
versity and began a career as a writer and 
lecturer on issues of time, space, and relativity. 
Bur while he was rapidly moving to the 
forefront of the development of general rela
tivity theory, he was also establishing himself 
as an unrelenting critic of the Nationalist 
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government of South Africa and its brutal 
system of apartheid. Around this time, in 
1974, he joined the Religious Society of 
Friends. South Africa's journey from apart
heid to multicultural democracy provided 
him with insights that would inform some of 
his most important discoveries in the realm of 
science and religion. When defending his 
notion that rationality and reason must be 
balanced with faith and hope in order to 
accurately understand the universe, for ex
ample, he cites his own nation's history. Self
sacrificing love, or kenosis, according to 
him, is the true nature of morality, another 
area that he says cannot be explained with 
simple physics. "Ethics is causally effective," 
he said, referring to the power that ethics 
has to change the world, "and provides the 
highest level of values that set human goals 
and choices." Describing himself as a "moral 
realist," Ellis noted his belief that ethics and 
morality are a very real part of the universe, 
as compared to something that humans 
have socially developed over the millennia. "I 
believe that we discover the true nature of 
ethics rather than invent it," he said. Since 
the rise of democracy in South Africa, Ellis 
has devoted much of his energies to develop
ing the nation's social, political, cultural, and 
educational future, particularly in making 
math and science education more broadly 
available to his fellow citizens. The award he 
is receiving, officially known as the Templeton 
Prize for Progress toward Research or Discov
eries about Spiritual Realities, was founded 
by Sir John Templeton. The world's best
known religion prize, it is given each year to 
a living person to encourage and honor 
those who advance spiritual matters. When 
he created the prize in 1972, Templeton stipu
lated that its monetary value always exceed 
the Nobel Prizes to underscore his belief 
that advances in spiritual discoveries can be 
quamifiably more significant than those 
honored by the Nobels. The first Templeton 
Prize was given to Mother Teresa in 1973, six 
years before she received the Nobel Peace 
Prize. -Templeton Prize 

Bloomington (Ind.} Meeting has become a 
member of the Interfaith Coalition on Non
discrimination (ICON) after approving 
recommendation of its Peace and Social 
Concerns Committee in December 2003. 
ICON is committed to nonviolence and tol
erance toward people who are members of 
sexual and gender minorities. ICON is part 
of a broader coalition, Indiana Equality, 
whose objective is to persuade the Indiana 
legislature to amend the Indiana Civil Rights 
Law to prohibit discrimination against sexual 
and gender minorities. In joining ICON, 
Bloomington Meeting became a cosignatory 

FRIENDS JouRNAL May 2004 

G:t 
Equal Housing 
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Quaker Quality Care 
in a Loving Atmosphere 

Assisted Living 
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Rehabilitative Therapies 

Pet Therapy 

Respite Care 

Medicaid Certified 
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Faith Woodward, Director of Admissions and Marketing 

700 North Franklin Street, West Chester, PA 
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Postgraduate Opportunities 
in Quaker Studies 

For a flexible and systematic way to combine faith and scho larship, 
choose the Centre for Postgraduate Quaker Studies, in association 
with the University of Birmingham. With the opportun ity to study 
from home or in the U.K., we offer: 

• Certificate/Diploma 

For an application 
pack, write to: 

• MPhil • MA • PhD 

CPQS 
Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre 
1 046 Bristol Road 
Birmingham, B29 6LJ 
United Kingdom 
+44 (0) 121 472 5171 
enquiries@woodbrooke.org.uk 
www.woodbrooke.org.uk 

THE UNIVERSITY 
OF BIRMINGHAM 
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QUAKER HOUSE 
Fayetteville/Ft. Bragg, N .C. 

A front-line Friends Peace witness 

Gl Counselling, Draft/CO Information 
Peace Research, Education & Action 

223 Hillside Ave., Fayetteville, NC 28301 
9 10-323-3912. www.quakerhouse.org 

QPR@QUAKER.ORG 

Chuck Fager, Director 
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of a letter to legislators calling for such legisla
tion. -Bwomington (Ind.) Meeting newsletter 

"The body is a place of God's revelation," 
according to Julie Murray, the keynote speaker 
at "Prayer and Our Bodies," Earlham School 
of Religion's fourth annual Spirituality Gath
ering, held March 6, 2004. Julie Murray, who 
has more than 27 years' experience as spiritual 
director and teacher, spoke on spiritual direc
tion, energy work, and prayerful energy heal
ing. She described her spiritual director role as 
"a contemplative conversation" in which she 
assists people in having a direct experience 
with God, focusing on the body as a dynamic 
realm of spiritual expression and revelation. 
Her emphasis on the spiritual dement ofhealth 
and physical healing is based on a knowledge 
that the human body contains energy fields, 
an idea originating in eastern rdigions but in 
which there is renewed interest in contempo
rary Christian and medical communities. In 
other highlights of the gathering, Stephanie 
Ford, Assistant Professor of Christian spiritu
ality at ESR, led a workshop exploring how 
bodies guide prayer, teaching some body 
prayers to participants; and energy worker 
and ESR student Jackie Spiecher taught 
"prayerful touch." Other workshop offerings 

Bulletin Board 
Upcoming Events 
•May 15-"Partnering with You: A Work
shop for Couples" at Friends Center, 1515 
Cherry Street, Philaddphia, Pa. Childcare and 
free parking are available. For details contact 
Brad Sheeks at <bsheek@juno.com> or (215)-
349-6959. 

•May 21-24-FCNL Lobby Weekend. For 
details, e-mail <fcnl@fcnl.org> or call (800) 
630-1 330 

•May 28-31-Northern Yearly Meeting 

•May 28- 31- Britain Yearly Meeting 

•July 3-10-Friends General Conference's 
2004 Gathering at University of Massachu
setts, Amherst. The Gathering will explore 
"Simple Lives, Radiant Faith" through work
shops, plenary addresses, worship, and special 
events. Speakers include AFSC general secre
tary Mary Ellen McNish, songbook coauthor 
Peter Blood-Patterson, womanist theologian 
Renita Weems, and Lester Brown of Earth 
Policy Institute. Financial support is available. 
For details visit <WWW.fgcquaker.orglgather
ing> or call (215) 561-1700. 

Opportunities/Resources 
•The Ecological Concerns Network ofSouth
ernAppalachian Yearly Meeting is promoting 

included a prayerful labyrinth walk, yoga, and 
sounds and senses exercises, including the cre
ation of handmade journals. -ESR 

Q uaker Missions Project, a ministry of 
Mattapoisett (Mass.) Meeting, has distrib
uted $30,725 among 56 Quaker organiza
tions and ministries over the past five and a 
half years, through 2003. Most of the money 
was raised from the sale of used stamps. "We 
receive 10 to 20 mailings a day from Friends 
around the world. Some of the mailings just 
have ten stamps;somehaveupto 1,000 stamps. 
We thank everyone for this support," said Brad 
Hathaway, manager of the project. He devel
oped the concept for Quaker Missions Project 
out of his own experience as a stamp collector 
and afrer participating at New England Yearly 
Meeting in a workshop about funding needs 
for Quaker organizations. The stamps received 
for the Quaker Missions Project are processed 
by members of Mattapoisett Meeting and 
sold to collectors or wholesalers. Among re
cipients of $1,000 or more in contributions 
from Quaker Mission Project are Friends 
World Committee for Consultation, Right 
Sharing of World Resources, Monteverde 
Friends School (scholarships), Palestinian Ref
uge Children Play Center (Ram allah), Quaker 

discussion of the Earth Charter by monthly 
and yearly meetings in 2004. T he mission of 
the Earth Charter initiative is to establish a firm 
ethical foundation for the emerging global 
society and to help build a sustainable world 
based on respect for nature, universal human 
rights, economic justice and a culture of peace. 
For details contact Susan Carlyle at <scarlyle 
@main.nc.us>. To view the charter in its en
tirety visit www.earthcharter.com. 

•Join Philadelphia Yearly Meeting in explor
ing Quaker history in the lake district of En
gland from June 28 to July 13. The PYM Pil
grimage will be coordinated by Deborra Sines 
Pancoe and Craig Pancoe of Plymouth Meet
ing. During the first week travders roam the En
glish countryside together. The second week 
travelers are on their own to explore Great Brit
ain. Enrollment is limited. Cost for the first week 
is $2,000. For derails contact Deborra or Craig 
at (215) 887-0995 or <cpancoe@verizon.net>. 

•"What Canst Thou Say?" a quarterly news
letter on Quaker mystical experience and con
templative practice, invites submissions. 
Themes for upcoming issues are Precognition 
(August) and Darkness (November). For a 
sample copy send name and address to: 
Marellen Gilpin, 818 West Columbia, 
Champaign, IL 61820 or e-mail <m-gilpin 
@uiuc.edu>. 
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United Nations Office, Quang Ngai Reha
bilitation Center (Viemam), andMrican Great 
Lakes Initiative. In addition to used stamps, 
Quaker Missions Project also recycles Box 
Tops for Education (for Mowa Choctow Acad
emy in Alabama), picture postcards and gov
ernment postal cards, old and new covers of 
philatelic value, and historical paper includ
ing photographs, documents, prints, and au
tographs. - Brad Hathaway 

Rabbi Arik Ascherman, executive director of 
Rabbis for Human Rights, was put on trial 
on January 14, facing two counts of standing 
in front of bulldozers that were demolishing 
Palestinian homes on the outskirts of Jerusa
lem. The Maswadeh family had sought to build 
a home to accommodate their growing fam
ily. Despite a letter from the municipality stat
ing that the Maswadeh family's home was in a 
location for which a permit could be obtained, 
bulldozers came, rendering the family homeless 
within a matter of minutes. Arik Ascherman 
was in negotiations with the mayor's office the 
night before trying to prevent the demolition 
and was there in the morning when the bull
dozers came. For further information about the 
work of Rabbis for Human Rights visit <rhr. 
israel.net> or e-mail <info@rhr.israel.net>. 

•In Friends Committee on National 
Legislation's online Legislative Action Cen
ter, an Election 2004 page <capwiz.com/fconl/ 
e4> offers easy access to information on the 
candidates and elections in 2004. By entering 
your address or ZIP code you can find out 
who is running this year in your district and 
state, and for national office. 

• Philadelphia Yearly Meeting's website has 
been redesigned to enable novice Web surfers 
to directly manage their own W eb pages using 
a popular format called a "weblog" or "blog." 
The website is <www.pym.org>. 

•Ten free copies of Susumu Ishirani's book, 
Peace Building. His Mission, Quaker Pacifist 
Susumu Ishitani are available (see his obiruary 
on p. 44). The book contains 29 essays or 
translations including "Social Concerns of Ja
pan," written with Kitty T aylor Mizuno, and 
a translation ofLarry Apsen's booklet, "Power 
ofPeacebuilding." Call Lynne Shivers at (856) 
374-0395 or e-mail <moushilu@aol.com>. 

•Quakers United in Publishing seeks submis
sions by young Friends (ages 13-18) around 
the world for a collection of poems and essays 
titled "Young Friends Experience of Quaker
ism." Deadline is September 15, 2004. For 
details call Chel Avery at (215) 241-7024 or 
e-mail <direcror@quakerinfo.org>. 
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"After 30 years of teaching in Ethiopia, Sudan 

and the U.S. Midwest, I came to Pendle Hill to 

rethink my work and to experience living in a 

community. At Pendle Hill I have renewed my 

creative spirit through art, and been nourished 

by courses in Prayer and the Gospels. I am glad 

to be in a place where concerns about war, 

waste, wealth/poverty, and the health of our 

souls are important." 

-Judy Ballinger, Pendle Hill Resident Program 
Student, 2003-2004 

PENDLE HILL Contact Bobbi Kelly at 
800.742.3150 (U.S. only) ext. 137 
610.566.4507 ext. 137 
admissions@pendlehill.org 

A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 

338 Plush Mill Road · Wallingford, PA 19086 
www.pendlehill.org 

a caring community 

quaker values 

engaged in life 

a stimulating environment 

an active lifestyle 

MEDFORD LEAS 

A Quakp r- Related Continuing Care 

Retirement Community 

We welcome your inquiries about life at Medford Leas. 

For information, or to schedule a visit , please contact us. 

Residency Planning Office 

Medford Leas 

Medford, New Jersey o8o55 

tel 6o9.654.3ooo toll -free 8oo.33L43o~ 
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Globalization from page 9 

offer models for Quaker meetings. A 
model for me is the radical Catholic, 
Kathy Kelly, who has most fervently 
brought what I think of as Quaker val
ues--compassion, nonviolence, and sim
plicity-to suffering Iraqi civilians, and 
who is, as I write, in a U.S. jail for her 
efforts. Secular community groups offer 
venues and models for Quakers. We in 
turn have faith and experience to offer. 

How can we mobilize institutions like 
FRIENDS JOURNAL and Friends General 
Conference to bring our best energies to 
this dialogue? 

What can we do to encourage our 
quarterly and yearly meetings to endorse 
the principles of environmental steward
ship contained in the Earth Charter? Or 
solicit minutes on globalization issues, as 
New England Yearly Meeting has started 
to do? 

May we fmd courage, as well as clarity. 
And let us not forsake the tools of nonvi
olent action. When Arundhati Roy, 
another tireless Indian activist'and author 
of The God of Small Things, addressed the 
World Social Forum in Mumbai last 
January, she evoked Gandhi: 

Gandhi's salt march was not just political the
ater. When, in a simple act of defiance, thou
sands oflndians marched to the sea and made 
their own salt, they broke the salt tax laws. It 
was a direct strike at the economic underpin
ning of the British Empire. It was real. While 
our movement has won some important vic
tories, we must not allow nonviolent resist
ance to atrophy into ineffectual, feel-good 
political theater. It is a very precious weapon 
that must be constantly honed and reimag
ined. It cannot be allowed to become a mere 
spectacle, a photo opportunity for the media. 

She, too, sees the war in Iraq as the 
inevitable culmination of empire and 
hypercapitalism. She advocates going 
after the corporations that are profiting 
from the misery in Iraq. "It's a question," 
she wrote last February in The Nation, 
"of bringing our collective wisdom and 
experience of past struggles to bear on a 
single target." 

However Spirit leads us; whatever we 
can summon from past struggles or from 
continuing revelation; whatever tools we 
employ-this constellation of issues will 
test our faith. 

Let us ask these questions, and go 
where we are led. 0 
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Yeshua Moser, outside the U.S. Embassy 
in Bangkok with protest signs. ''As we 
stood holding our signs for the passers
by to see, a tall, sour-looking policeman 
tried . . . to grab and pull Yeshua's sign 
away. I shook my finger at him quietly 
but firmly and he backed away." The 
scene caused a stir and the arrival of a 
larger, higher-powered police detach
ment. When the W illoughbys wouldn't 
yield, the police tried to drag Yeshua away. 
Lillian continued: 

I grasped his wrist again, saying symbolically 
that where he went I also went. They had to 

confer again as this presented them with a 
dilemma-what to do now? The three of us 
continued to stand holding our signs for peo
ple to see. Then officials regrouped and 
backed a pick-up truck in front of us. They 
opened the cab door indicating Yeshua could 
get in voluntarily. When he didn't, the police 
picked up Yeshua and George .... But I still 
had hold ofYeshua's wrist. 

T he confrontation continued until two 
policewomen hoisted Lillian into the 
truck, saying over and over, "Sorry. Sorry." 

So what would Lillian do when the 
summons came to appear before federal 
court for protesting against the newest 
Gulf War? Of the 107 protesters, a few 
had agreed to their $250 fines immedi
ately. Twelve had their day in court on 
December 4, 2003, with Lillian taking 
part in a vigil outside. Of the twelve, five 
refused to pay, and then were given their 
chance tO address the court. They were 
sentenced to a week in jail beginning 
December 17, 2003. 

There were some who thought that; 
with Lillian turning 89, her summons 
would never come. What judge would 
want to look this almost-nonagenerian 
grandmother in the eye and sentence her 
to hard time? But Lillian expected a sum
mons and in good Quaker fashion, she 
planned to call together a clearness com
mittee to help her formulate her response. 
Should she ignore the summons, refuse to 
appear in court? If sentenced, should she 
refuse to appear at the jail? Should she 
fast? If she went to jail, should she refuse 
to wear the required orange jumpsuit? 

One thing was certain, she told her 
family as they sat in daughter Anita's New 
York apartment the day afrer Christmas: 
she would not pay the fine. None of them 
seemed surprised. 0 
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Kendal-Crosslands residents nurture an 
array of life-affirming opportunities: 

•140 resident-directed interest groups 
•lifelong learning at the University of 
Delaware and West Chester University 

•two 11,000-volume, resident-run libraries 
•300 acres with trails, woods, ponds 
• on-site concerts and lectures 
•local community volunteer opportunities 

Named as one of the nation's top 25 
continuing care retirement communities, 
Kendal-Crosslands is not-for-profit and 
Quaker-related. Full services, lifetime 
restraint-free health care. 

~NDAL-CROSSLANDS 
Communities 

610-388-7001 • 1-800-216-1920 
P.O. Box 100 • Kennett Square. P A 19348 

www.kcc.kendal.org 

The wholesome alternative: 
an intellectually challenging college 

preparatory program within a 
supportive Quaker community. 

Olney Friends School 
www.olneyfriends.org 

l-800-303-4291 
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Assisted Living 
since 1891 

In addition to The Hickman's 

"not too big, not roo small" 

size, Bill and Becky Mcilvain 

liked the retirement 

community's in-town location. 

"There are so many things 
you can do within walking 
distance. We're still driving 
now, but the day will come . ... " 

Quaker-Sponsored • Homelike • Affordable • Close to Town • Welcoming Diversity 

400 N. Walnut St., West Chester, PA 19380 
610-696-1536 

e-mail: hickman@thebickman.org 

www.thehickman.org 

It's About Them. 
Join our close-knit community of 160 students. 

• Grades 6-12 
• Boarding Options Available 
• 8-to-1 Student/Faculty Ratio 
• Just 75 Miles North of NYC 

Oalzwood 
FRIENDS . S CHOOL 

Poughkeepsie, New York 

1-800-843-3341 
www.oakwoodfriends.org 

These kinds of messages impress and 
move me, and get to the heart of what 
meeting is all about at our school. It seems 
dear to me that students are engaged in a 
process of growth, change, and self
discovery in meeting. They are thinking 
about who they are, and who they will 
become as they prepare to leave high 
school. Throughout the year, older stu
dents often spoke about the rites of pas
sage of high school (registering to vote, 
receiving a draft card, applying to college), 
and younger students listened intently. 
Meeting thus is a nurturing space where 
students feel safe exposing their anxieties 
and sharing their hopes. As the assembled 
congregation offers support and fellow
ship, students feel free to be and to be
come themselves. 

Meeting and the School's 
Mission 

The more meetings I attend, the deeper 
grows my appreciation for how meeting 
supports the school's mission and curricu
lum. Meeting for worship embodies our 
commitment to honoring differences, as 
many populations and viewpoints find 
voice there. Meeting plays an active role in 
the social growth of adolescents, particu
larly as younger students listen to the re
flections of upperclassmen. Meeting pro
vides a forum where Quaker values, espe
cially peace and equality, are emphasized 
regularly. Meeting fosters the trust and 
interdependence that undergird a healthy 
community. And meeting helps us to nur
ture mind, body, and spirit by encourag
ing students to explore and share their 
inner selves. 

I also believe that the experiences aired 
and the attitudes shaped in our meeting 
for worship translate into the academic 
realm. Our classrooms are characterized 
by openness to diverse opinions, a willing
ness to take risks, a confidence in the 
individual, and a general expectation that 
teaching and learning will involve genu
ine dialogue and exploration. 

Our school philosophy affirms that 
meeting is central to the life of the school, 
and I see now that it's true. The closeness 
developed in meeting for worship perme
ates our entire school community, and 
helps create a rich environment for living 
and learning. 0 
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Milestones 

Me Whiner-Finn Paterson McWhirter, on Feb. 
12,2004, co Cameron and Ramsay McWhirter. 
Cameron is a member of Atlanta (Ga.) Meeting 
and Ramsay is an acrender. 

<:Ax-Doak Cox, 85, in Honolulu, Hawaii, on 
April 21, 2003. Doak was born on January 16, 
1917, in Wailuku, Maui, but spent most of his 
childhood on Kauai, where his father, Joel Bean 
<:Ax, was civil engineer at McBryde Plantation and 
his mother was a piano teacher. He was sent to 
Honolulu to live with his grandparents, Isaac and 
Catherine Bean Cox. In 1938 he graduated from 
Universiry of Hawaii with a B.S. in Mathematics. 
In 1941, with a new bride but just one thesis shon 
of a Ph.D. in Geology, he was forced to leave 
Harvard because ofWorld War II. From 1941-
45, as a geologist with the U.S. Geological Survey, 
he was in charge of fluorspar investigations in 
several western states, and worked in Cuba helping 
to locate fluorspar deposits. From 1946 to 1960 he 
was a geophysicist at the Hawaiian Sugar Planters 
Association Experiment Station and worked as a 
hydrologist for the Pacific Science Board Arno 
Expedition. In 1954 he worked at Scripps Institu
tion of Oceanography and the whole F.unily lived 
in California. In 1960 he was a visiting professor in 
Ground Water Geology at Stanford Universiry. 
From 1960 to 1985 he was a professor of Geology 
at U niversiry of Hawaii. H e was the first director of 
the Tsunami Research Program at the Hawaii 
Institute of Geophysics (1960-64), the first direc
tor of the Water Resource Research Center (1964-
70), and the first director of the Environmental 
Center 1970-85). In 1965, accepting many of 
his published papers as a thesis, Harvard Univer
siry awarded him the long-delayed PhD. As visit
ing professor at Nagoya Universiry in Japan during 
his 1966 sabbatical leave, he consulted with 
other tsunami expens. He served as a consultant to 
the Taiwanese Sugar Company, investigated 
water problems in Israel, and delved into natural 
disasters at the Natural Hazards Research and Ap
plications Information Center at the Universiry of 
Colorado in Boulder. H e consulted as a 
geohydrologist in Hawaii, Marshall Islands, 
Marianas Islands, and Western Samoa. He was an 
Emeritus Geophysicist, Senior Fellow of the Joint 
Institute of Marine and Atmospheric Research, 
and on the graduate faculry of Geology and Geo
physics and the American Association for the Ad
vancement of Science and of the Geological Soci
ery of America. He served twice as president of 
the H awaii Academy of Science. H e was president 
of the Conservation Council of H awaii and 
was active in Honolulu Meeting and in many 
other organizations. Doak' s family treasures memo
ries of hiking, swimming, and listening to stories 
of old Hawaii. A deeply though quietly religious 
man who truly tried to do the moral thing, on 
all occasions, Doak believed in the rule of law 
and obeyed laws to the letter unless he felt some 
moral reason not to. H e refrained from categoriz
ing people, and was amazingly slow to find fault 
or fix blame. His statements were precise, mani
festing his belief that anything worth doing 
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Wood brooke 
Quaker Study Centre 

Ferguson Quaker Fellowship 100 
years 

We invite applications to become the second Ferguson Quaker Fellow. 

This new fellowship enables a Friend with substantial experience in their field to 
reflect on their work, undertake further thinking or research as appropriate, draw 
lessons from it and share them with a wider audience. It is intended to enrich the 
Society's spiritual understanding of global, social, moral or political issues and to 
spread Quaker insights more widely. 

You will be highly motivated, able to organize your own work and a good 
communicator. You need not come from an academic background-we are 
interested in practical outworkings of Quaker faith. Your particular interests will 
determine the shape and outcome of the Fellowship-subject to negotiation, you 
may give seminars, run workshops, or maybe write for publication. 

Woodbrooke offers an ideal environment, with support from knowledgeable 
Quaker staff and access to a wide range of resources. 

Appointments (normally 9-12 months) begin in September or January. 
Application deadline for 2004-5: May 31st, 2004. Enquiries in respect of future 
years are also welcome. 

Want to know more? Contact us: Administration (FQF), Woodbrooke Quaker 
Study Centre, 1046 Bristol Road, Birmingham B29 6LJ, United Kingdom. 
Phone +44 (0) 121 472 5171 • E-mail: enquiries@woodbrooke.org.uk 

Are some Qyaker perspectives 
.on the wrong tr11Ck? 

Do you want to know what sincere Quakers think, who 
truly advocate peace, justice, and helping the poorest of the 
poor, but who think many Quaker perspectives are on the 
wrong track? 

Try reading The Quaker Economist, a free weekly online news 
commentary on peace, justice, and world affairs, somewhat 
different from the usual Quaker line. 

Over eighty letters have now been published and appear on 
thee-mails of over 600 subscribers, mostly Quakers. To see 

them all online, visit http:/ /tqe.quaker.org. To subscribe lfree), 
send an e-mail to tqe-subscribe@quaker.org. 
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was worth doing carefully, and he spent hours on 
problems that others might have abandoned in 
minutes. A gentle man, he could sound fierce 
when defending the high ground. Famous for his 
StOrytelling, he exaggerated each tale a bit more 
with each telling, holding his audience spellbound. 
He is survived by his wife of 62 years, Marjorie 
Cox; five children, Catherine Langmuir, Nancy 
Sticken, Marion Cox, Charles Cox, and Helen 
Cox; thirteen grandchildren; four great-grandchil
dren, and two more born shortly after his death. 

Ishitani-Susumu Ishitani, 70, on June 20, 2002, 
in Yokohama, Japan. Susumu was born on No
vember 30, 1931, to Nobuyaso and Tsuruyo 
lshitani in Nagasaki, where his father was principal 
of Seinan Women's Junior College. He, his sister, 
and father were at home on August 9, 1945, when 
the second atomic bomb hit Nagasaki, thus mak
ing him a hibakusha (atomic bomb survivor). He 
remembered hitting the floor just as the blast force 
moved around him and feeling protected by God. 
In the late 1940s, the lshitani family moved to 
lbaraki province, north of Tokyo, where many 
Friends live. He joined Mito Friends Meeting in 
1953, and anended high school, junior college, 
and college there. In 1954 at age 23, he did volun
teer work in India for more than a year under the 
sponsorship of Service Civil International, con
structing brick buildings for a leper colony, a Basic 
Education Center, a road, and colonies for home
less people. He entered graduate school in 1959 
and taught English. From 1963 to 1966, he stud
ied at Earlham School of Religion, Pendle Hill, 
Swarthmore, and Woodbrooke, meeting many 
Friends. In 1968, he married Michiko Nagai and 
transferred his membership to Tokyo Meeting. A 
year later, he became a professor of Ethics at Hosei 
University in Tokyo, teaching there until1999. In 
1974, Susumu introduced tax refusal into Japan, 
and was one of six plaintiffs who sued the Japanese 
government over the issue of military spending. 
He carried many concerns for peace and justice 
throughout his life, and created open and active 
expressions of them, often prefacing speeches with 
a public apology for the actions and brutality of the 
Japanese military during World War II. He visited 
Seoul, and met with Korean Quaker Ham Sok 
Han. From 1974 to 2000, he was a member of 
Citizens Group of Conscientious Military Tax 
Refusers, sometimes serving as clerk. With Chris 
Moore and Chuck Esser, he introduced nonvio
lence training into Japan. He addressed the Peace 
and Nuclear Issues Committee of the National 
Christian Council of Japan, and in 1990 he took 
part in a nonviolent action blockade of a U.S. naval 
ship trying to enter Tokyo harbor. Nuclear pow
ered ships are banned in Japanese waters, and the 

"'captain had refused to say whether the ships were 
nuclear powered or not. Susumu's writings, trans
lations, and reviews are prodigious. His wife ed
ited a memorial book after his death, Peace Build
ing, His Mission, Quaker Pacifist Susumu lshitani 
[see Bulletin Board, p. 39 -eds.] . He wrote ar
ticles for Friends World Committee for Consulta
tion and, in 1978, an introduction to Barefoot Gen, 
Volume I. While many hibakusha hid their identi
ties for many years in fear of recriminations or 
prejudice, in his earlier years Susumu had kept 
silent because he did not think it made any differ
ence. In 1986, however, he changed his mind and 
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delivered the Backhouse Lecture, "Looking for 
Meanings ofMy A-Bomb Experience in Nagasaki" 
at Australia Yearly Meeting. (An edited version of 
this lecture appeared in FRIENDS JouRNAL, August 
1995.) He was clerk of Tokyo Monthly Meeting, 
1992-1999, and often acted as an oral translator in 
meeting. Susumu is survived by his wife, Michiko, 
two sons, Hikari Ishitani and Arata Ishitani, and a 
daughter, Migiwa Ishitani. 

Mabbs-Alice Ruth Gabel Mabbs, 80, on January 
19, 2004, in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Alice was 
born to Elmer and Bess (Ogden) Gabel on June 9, 
1923, in Milwaukee, Wis. She graduated from 
West Allis High School, where she was co-valedic
torian, and received degrees &om the University of 
Illinois and Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Semi
na.ry (Pennsylvania), completing post-graduate 
work at American University in Cairo, Egypt; 
University of Utah; and Augustana College in 
Sioux Falls. In 1949 Alice was appointed mission
ary ro Omdurman, Sudan. She married Robert D. 
Mabbs on January 12, 1951, in Cairo, where she 
worked in Laubach Literacy and Literature Projects 
for the Presbyterian Mission. In 1956 she was re
commissioned a fraternal-worker/missionary to 
Aleppo, Syria, and later to Zahleh, Lebanon. Later 
she taught in the public schools of Illinois, Utah, 
and Sioux Falls, and in Ohio under the Toledo 
Area Council of Churches. Back in Sioux Falls, 
active in peace and human rights organizations, 
she taught ESL to refugees. For six years Alice was 
a geriatric social worker in nursing homes in Salt 
Lake City and Sioux Falls. A member of the Sioux 
Falls First Presbyterian Church as well as an inter
denominational Bible study group, fo r more than 
two decades she hosted Sioux Falls Meeting in her 
home. Alice was an accomplished artist, enjoying 
the beauties of nature through her watercolor, oil 
paintings, and sculptures. She loved classical music 
and delighted in duets with her husband and chil
dren. Alice was predeceased by two sisters, Jean 
Gabel and Betty Gabel Holmes. She is survived by 
her husband, Bob Mabbs; two daughters, Bonnie 
Swenson and her husband Kevin, and Cherie 
Goehring and her husband Bob; two sons, Dick V. 
Mabbs and his wife Linda, and Merrill L. Mabbs 
and his wife Brenda; nine grandchildren; and one 
great-grandchild. 

Mcilvain-William (Bill) Edward Mcilvain, 87, 
on February 2, 2004, at Hickman Friends Home 
in West Chester, Pa. Bill was born in Philadelphia, 
Pa., on December 20, 1916, and spent his teenage 
years in New York City. There he joined the 
Religious Society of Friends in 1938. He became 
active in young Friends activities after graduating 
from Friends Seminary and attending University 
of Delaware. During World War II, he farmed as a 
conscientious objector in Lancaster County, Pa. In 
1946, he and his wife, Rebecca Broomell Gatchell 
Mcilvain, moved to Mount Holly, N.J., where 
they raised two daughters on a chicken farm that 
they established on the Mcilvain family home
stead. AfTer moving to the Rancocas-Mount Holly 
area, Bill served as treasurer for Rancocas (N.J.) 
Meeting. In 1965, they moved ro Moorestown, 
N.J., where he owned and operated The Printer's 
Den. At that time Bill transferred his membership 
to Moorestown Meeting. In 1984 they moved to 
West Chester, Pa. , and Bill became a member of 
Birmingham (Pa.) Meeting. He was a popular 

square dance caller in South Jersey. Also a ham 
radio operator, he spent many hours building and 
repairing radios, intercoms, and other small elec
tronic devices. He was interested in genealogy and 
self-published many family history booklers. Bill is 
survived by Rebecca, his wife of 62 years; two 
daughters, Joan Bradley and her husband, John, 
and Judith Lewis and her husband, Donovan; and 
four granddaughters, Lia and T ia Bradley, Dawn 
Kelly, and Kimberly Lewis. 

Mints-Ma1Karet Fell Perkins Mints, 90, in Irvine, 
South Dakora, on May 19,2003. She was born on 
her parents' pioneer homestead near Bison, South 
Dakota, on April15, 1913. AfTer her mother died, 
she and her three sisters came ro live with their 
aunt in Pasadena, Calif. Margaret graduated from 
John Muir High School in 1930, and from Guilford 
College in Norrh Carolina in 1934. During the 
Depression she taught school in Lemmon, South 
Dakota, then at Victor Valley Union High School 
in southern California. It was there that she met 
and married Jim Buckner. AfTer Jim died in a 
swimming pool accident in 1962, Margaret con
tinued her career at John Muir as a highly re
spected and popular teacher. She later married a 
longtime friend and colleague, Fred Minrs. Mar
garet participated in First Friends Church in Pasa
dena, Orange Grove Monthly Meeting, Orange 
County Meeting, Southern California Quarterly 
Meeting, and Pacific Yearly Meeting. In their later 
years she and Fred lived in a retirement home in 
Irvine, where she became a leader in Orange County 
Meeting. Margaret was a steady influence of en
richment for her meeting. She is survived by her 
husband, Fred Mints; her daughter, Kate Buckner; 
her son, Dan Buckner; her stepchildren, Jeffrey 
Minrs and Janet White; her sister, Virginia Heck; 
and numerous grandchildren, step-grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren. 

Nowlin-Genevieve Helen Nowlin, 92, on No
vember 22, 2003, in Santa Barbara, Cali£ The 
third of four children, she was born on December 
5, 1910, in Los Angeles to Charles Frederick and 
Alice Banks Nowlin. She grew up in Southern 
California on her parents' ranches. As a young 
woman, in order to develop her breathing for 
singing, she studied yoga, a practice she continued 
for the rest of her life. Active in the American 
Baptist church as a youth leader, she credited her 
mother for introducing her to pacifism. Genevieve 
became a peace activist during World War II, 
when she was director of the Southern California 
Junior Red Cross for the Los Angeles school sys
tem. In 1942, when her father died suddenly, she 
had to take over the family investment and land 
businesses, managing them successfully for 60 years. 
During World War II she first met Quakers, and 
she became an ardent supporrer of AFSC through
out her life. In turn, she had a strong support 
system, including one of her mentors, Robert Vogel. 
AfTer the war Genevieve graduated from UCLA 
with a degree in English, earned her teaching cre
dentials, and taught English and literature in Pasa
dena and Santa Barbara. She retired at age 61 , 
devoting her energies to active and generous sup
pore of peace and social justice. She was instru
mental in founding the United Nations Associa
tion in Santa Barbara and served that organization 
for many years. An avid world traveler, Genevieve 
participated in the Volga River Peace Cruise 
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PAXW\~RLD 
MUTUAL FUNDS 

Principles + Performance. 
1·800· 767 ·1729 www.paxworld.com 

When CEO's are looking 
out for themselves, 
who's looking out for you? 
Anita Green is. She's part of our management team that tries to 
protect investors from the nightmares of corporate malfeasance. 

We've been concerned about corporate ethics since our 1971 
founding. Although we can't totally screen out fraud, we have 
developed an aggressive strategy to bar executive foxes from the 
shareholders' hen house: 

We screen. We try to avoid companies with insider boards, 
murky financial statements, or unprincipled behavior that can 
hurt their bottom lines. 

We lobby. We advocate greater disclosure by corporate man
agement. For years, we've urged the New York Stock Exchange to 

require reforms. 

We participate. We use our proxy votes to encourage 
ethical corporate citizenship. When we speak for our 60,000+ 
shareholders, we speak loudly. 

All of our socially responsible funds have a low ($250) minimum 
initial investment. 

You should consider the fund's investment objectives, risks, and charges and expenses carefully before investing. For this and other important information, please 
obtain a fund prospectus by calling 1-800-767-1729 or visiting www.paxworld.com. Please read it carefully before investing. Investment return & principal value will 
fluctuate and shares, when redeemed, may be worth more or less than their original cost. Distributor: H.G. Wellington & Co., Inc., Member NASD/SIPC March 2004 

Is someone you care about going to college? 
Would you like to offer regular contact with Quaker thinking and values? 
Send a subscription to FRIENDS JoURNAL. 

In the din of dorm life, or the midst of studying and exams, FRIENDS 

JoURNAL can offer quiet moments of welcome reflection or stimulate a 
line of thought worth pursuing. An added bonus for students: our 
classified and display ads offer opportunities to pursue education at 
Quaker schools, Quaker scholarship and volunteer opportunities, and 
Quaker job opportunities for graduates. 

Student school-year subscriptions run from October through May or 
November through June and are offered at the special rate of $22 (save 
45% off the cover price). Orders must be received by September 5 to insure 
receipt of the October issue. Orders received a.fi:er September 5 and before 
October 6 will start with the November issue. 

I want to send a student subscription. Enclosed is $22. 
Send to: __________________ _ 

Adaras: ___________________ ___ __ FRIENDS 
Gift from:. _________________ _ 

Address: ___________________ _ _ JouRNAL 1216 Arch Street, 2A 

Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835 

Payment enclosed 0 BiU me 0 Charge my Master Card 0 Visa 0 For faster service go to www.friendsjournal.org 
or call (8oo) 471-6863 Account# ___ _________ ~?xpirationDate _ ___ _ 
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Michael Birkel 

Silence and Witness 
The Quaker Tradition 

Traditions of Christian Spirituality Series 

The Quaker tradition combines a spiritual 

sensibility with a strong impulse toward a 

distinctive ethical witness. This engaging 

volume covers Quaker history, significant 

voices, and characteristic themes. 
J-57075-518-3 paper $16.00 

Also of Interest ___ __. 

Andre Trocme 

Jesus and the 
Nonviolent Revolution 

Edited with an Introduction by Charles E. Moore 

"One of the most important writings on non-
violence ever penned .. . " - W ALTER W INK 

J-57075-538-8 paper $15.00 

At your bookseller or d1rect: u ORBIS BOOKS 
Visa/MC Order Online! www.maryknollmall.org Maryknoll NY 10545 

A World of Books that Matter 1-800-258-5838 

May 14-16 

Being a Good Quaker Investor 
with Mark Hulbert 

May 16-21 

Foundations: 
Thinking about the Nature of God 
with john Punshon 

May 21 - 28 

A Mindfulness Meditation Retreat 
with Mary Orr 
(Weekend only, or seven days) 

May28-31 

Experiencing Goodness in Ourselves 
with j ohn Calvi 

A QUAKER CBNTER FOR S11JDY AND CONTEMPlATION 
PENDLE HILL I 

338 Plush Mill Rd · Wallingford, FA 19086 • 
ext. 142 · 800.742-3 150 (US) or 6I0.566-4507 (worldwide) 

registrar@pendlehill .org · www.pendlehill.org 

through Russia in 1982, and four years later she 
invited USSR citizens for a similar trip down the 
M ississippi. She attended Santa Barbara (Calif.) 
Meeting for many years before becoming a mem
ber in 1983. She worked toward abolishing nuclear 
weapons, participated in Quaker vigils against the 
death penalty, and for 16 years she staffed the 
Peace Table in front of the Santa Barbara Museum 
of Art. During the 2003 Iraq war she stood once a 
week in silent vigil with the local group Santa 
Barbara in Black, which grew out of the Women in 
Black movement. H er activism did not diminish 
with years, but continued until shortly before her 
death. She trained her niece, Mary Ellen Pitman, 
to conrinue managing the family businesses. 
Genevieve was p redeceased by her older brother 
Edward Nowlin. She is survived by two sisters, 
Mary Ellen Nowlin Hudspeth and Aiysmae Nowlin 
Schultz; and three generations of nieces and neph
ews and their offspring. 

Turoer-Cfyde Edward (Ed) Turner ]r, 59, on 
October 17 , 2003 in D ecarur, Ga., from injuries 
in an automobile accident. Ed was born in Atlanta 
o n August 15, 1944, to Clyde Sr. and M ildred 
Webb T urner of Decarur. He artended Druid 
Hills High School and Georgia T ech, where his 
classmates remember his exuberant sense ofhumor 
and his spirit in playing jokes. After receiving a 
masters degree in Social Work from Emoty Uni
versity, he worked with ruberculosis patients for 
the State of Georgia H ealth Department. Ed was 
the friend who was in the audience for every gig of 
a struggling band and the one who could be counted 
upon ro bring comfort and support during periods 
of sorrow. At each gathering, his smile would 
suddenly light up his whole face and his laugh 
would warm the room. H e made each person feel a 
treasured part of the group with kind words of 
thanks and hearrfelt mementos. He was always 
juggling several projects at once: houses to be 
renovated, cars to be repaired, part ownership of a 
pub. It was as if he thought of each project as a 
character, and by doing so he was able to see whar 
was needed and to complete the job. While quiet 
about his own achievements, he encouraged oth
ers' thoughts, hopes, and sorrows. It was only after 
several years of acquaintance that one might dis
cover he had driven one of his cars, an old 
Volkswagen beetle, across Russia--or that he took 
his Aunt Virginia on a trip to London and Paris in 
the Concorde. Ed was an active member of Atlanta 
Meeting since 1982 and had been an attender for 
many years before that, bringing his friends to 
meeting and becoming a viral member of meeting 
life. He served on the Care and Counsel and the 
Ministry and Worship committees, and was active 
in Social Concerns. H e gave selflessly of his time 
and resources to everyone, sometimes quietly p ro
viding housing and funds to friends in time of 
need. He is survived by his uncles, Cecil T urner, 
Melvin Webb, and John Webb; his aunt, Virginia 
Pursell, and numerous cousins. 
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Thanks for March 
Thank you for the excellent March 

issue! Signe W ilkinson ("An Iconoclastic 
View of Quaker O utreach") is right on 
target, as usual. Mary Beth Keiter raises the 
deeper questions about abortion; perhaps 
she chose not to indicate that she is a 
physician (MD , pediatrician) and an active 
participant in Foxfue Monthly Meeting of 
SA YMA. And the rest of the issue is very 
relevant and helpful. 

Lightening up 

Hibbard Thatcher 
Nashville, Tenn. 

"Many Friends would rather be human 
shields in Baghdad than to say aloud 
whether they believe in God. And let's not 
get into Jesus," said Signe W ilkinson in her 
brilliant Rufus Jones lecture-and truthful 
cartoons-in the March issue. 

I am struggling to bring to birth 
another, warm, witty Quaker: Hannah 
Whitall Smith, in a new show I am 
preparing with English actor Peri Aston for 
W oodbrooke this summer. 

At a turning point in her life, Hannah 
and her husband, Robert Pearsall Smith, 
became evangelists in the Holiness 
movement of the Methodist C hurch
becoming, in effect, a Billy G raham team for 
the 19th century. Her book, The Christian s 
Secret of a Happy Life, is still a bestseller. 

This "secret" is all about the comfort and 
joy God gave her through her relationship to 
Jesus in a very direct, Protestant way. She 
never joined the Methodists and, in her old 
age, longed for the silence when she could 
nor find a meeting on Sundays and had to 
worship in Anglican churches. 

We actors (and perforce playwrights) 
have chosen puppetry and humor to bring 
The Selfing of Hannah WhitaU Smith to life. 

I thank God for Lightness-! mean the 
other Light-as Jesus said, "My yoke is easy 
and my burden is light." Could "standing in 
the Light" include this light? 

I loved the way Signe W ilkinson made us 
lighten up. If she thinks "after the manner of 
Friends" is funny- what a field day she 
would have with us Anglicans! From a 
friendly Episcopalian, 

Roberta Nobleman 
D un,t)nt, N.J. 

Writings of Rufus Jones 
Thanks to Signe W llkinson ("An 

Iconoclastic View of Quaker Outreach," Fj 

FRIENDS j OURNAL M ay 2004 

March) tor helping us to appreciate some ot 
the serious foibles of Friends and challenging 
us for the future. 

However, she left our one stereotypical 
assumption about certain kinds of 
Friends-an inherited shelfful of Rufus 
Jones books. Or, if this fails, attendance at a 
meeting that has had a library established 
long enough ago ro have a good collection 
of Rufus Jones materials. An interesting facr 
about Friends in the United Stares is that 
we have about twice the number of 
unprogrammed meetings than existed at 
the end of Rufus Jones's life. That's a lot 
of libraries in which his works may be 
underrepresented. 

For being a pivotal and prolific voice 
among Friends, very few of Rufus Jones's 
writings are available in print today. I hope 
that this can change since, as Signe Wilkinson 
reminds us, his thought continues to 
have much ro offer Friends today. 

Cathy Garra 
Evanston, Ill. 

A little, skinny Quaker 
wedding 

My wife, Marae, and I were delighted 
upon reading Signe W ilkinson's "An 
Iconoclastic View of Quaker Outreach (Fj 
March). Although we do nor agree with 
everything that she has written, we both 
were greatly amused and enlightened with 
her continuing exploration of the bedrock 
Quaker principle of"being cheap." 
Specifically, I would like to touch on her 
implicit contrast of U.S. popular culture's 
love and expectation of a "big, far G reek 
wedding" as the norm, versus the 
countercultural "little, skinny Quaker 
wedding." 

I was amazed that Signe W llkinson so 
succin crly characterized our very own 
unpopular culture Q uaker wedding. Marae, 
who is a very good seamstress, made her 
own wedding dress, thus there were no 
tailoring costs. I drew the calligraphy of our • 
wedding certificate, thus there were no 
graphic designing costs. O ur wedding 
invitations were personally handwritten, 
thus there were no printing costs. The food 
at the wedding recep tion was provided by 
Marae' s college girlfriends, who also gave of 
their time to serve it, thus there were no 
catering costs. No one wore tuxedos or 
gowns, thus there were no rental costs. And 
last, there was no music, choral o,r 
instrumental, thus there were no 
entertainment costs. 

Even to this day, our wedding continues 
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Books of Merit Bought & Sold Since 1988 

www.HarvestBooks.com 

185 Commerce Drive Call: 8oo.563.1222 
Ft. Washington. PA 19034 215.619.0307 

(609) 714-0100 
callighrf@medleas.com 

• MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES • 

• INSCRIPTIONS • SCROLLS • 

22 New Freedom Rd., Medford, NJ 08055 

CREMATION 
Friends are reminded that the 

Anna T Jeanes Fund 
will reimburse cremation costs. 

(Applicable to members of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting only.) 

For information, write 
DORIS CLINKSCALE 

414 Foulkeways 
Gwynedd, PA 19436 

For Students with Learning Differences 
Multisensory teaching strategies 

for diverse learning styles 

DELA\\'ARE VALLEY 

FRIENDS SCHOOL 

Prospective Parent Open House 
dates for 2003-04: 

October 22 • November 12 
December 10 • February 11 

March 10 • April 14 • May 19 
Professional Open House dates: 

October 15 • January 14 

College Preparatory • Grades 7-12 

• Summer Program 
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Friends School 

.. the small school that 
makes big people" 

Greene Street Friends School 
5511 Greene Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

• 
Pre-K through Grade 8 

Founded in 1855 

Please call TODAY for a 
tour. 215-438-7545 

Display Ad Deadlines 

Reservations are required for 
display ads in FRIENDS JOURNAL. 

July issue: 
Reserve space by May 10. 
Ads must be received 
by May 13. 

August issue: 
Reserve space by June 7. 
Ads must be received 
by June 10. 

Ad rate is $38 per column inch. 

Call (215) 563-8629 now with 
your reservation or questions. 
<adsales@friendsjournal.org> 
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to astound our non-Quaker friends and 
acquaintances who learn of it. That we had 
to memorize our wedding vows to each 
other, as no priest or preacher was there to 
prompt us. That the wedding itself rook an 
entire hour-no quickie 15- or 20-rninute 
ceremonies here! That no one gave the 
bride away (not even her father), the bride 
did it herself. That Marae herself was 
moved to speak during the meeting-! 
know of no big, fat wedding brides who 
have the option of preaching at their own 
wedding! And last, that we have been living 
together now for 32 years "without benefit 
of clergy." 

George McGee 
Princeton, N.J. 

Readings at the FGC 
Gathering 

In 1986 the women at the FGC 
Gathering presented Allie Walton's play 
Feminism and Its Quaker Roots. After her 
passing, we had a reading at the Gathering 
in her memory. I would like to repeat that 
reading at our 2004 Gathering. I hope that 
some past participants, family, and new 
faces will enjoy speaking as Margaret Fell, 
Elizabeth Haddon, Mehetabel Jenkins, 
Lucretia Mort, and other strong Quakers. 

Arun Riving.rton 
Atlantic City, N.J. 

Accommodating disabled 
people 

The first rule of thumb when working 
with any disabled person is not to inflict 
your will upon that person. The disabled 
person knows what he/she needs, assuming 
that person is a cognitive adult. If not, only 
that person's physician qualifies. 

There is much federal and state law 
with which they are conversant, and when 
they need some kind of assistance it is 
usually because an entity has failed to 
follow or enforce the law. The same holds 
true for those persons whom life has 
disconnected. You cannot possibly know 
their real needs unless you have walked in 
their shoes. Walk ten miles in that 
person's moccasins, as the Native American 
saying goes. 

Other people must accommodate 
disabled people-not the other way around. 

Elizabeth Munro Congdon 
Devault, Pa. 

Memories of the 1960s 
The passing of Bronson C lark [executive 

secretary of AFSC from 1968 to 197 4 who 
died on January 24 at age 85 -eds.] brings 
to mind the first time I had contact with 
him that might be helpful to historians in 
understanding the varieties of Quaker 
witnessing and motivation. 

I was a Midwestern Quaker idealist cum 
activist in midcentury, highly inspired by 
AFSC international seminars featuring such 
opposing luminaries as Kenneth Boulding 
and Cecil Hinshaw versus Herman Kahn
the architect of Mutually Assured (Nuclear) 
Destruction, MAO, the official adopted 
U.S. strategy at the height of the Cold War. 
Those were the days when AFSC presented 
both sides of controversies out of respect for 
that of God in each. 

At the Second Quaker Conference on the 
Draft, in the late 1960s I believe, it was a 
surprise to me to realize how "provincial" I 
was among Eastern idealists. Bronson 
headed a "delegation" of Movement for 
New Society (MNS) participants. While the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, draft 
resistance, peace demonstrations, and local 
volunteer AFSC-type community projects 
were our Colorado outlets, I was unfamiliar 
with MNS and felt very much the provincial 
among sophisticates. (Many of my Colorado 
friends were into communes, but my wife 
and I were too individualistic to submit to 
the requisite conformism.) 

The conference study group I had chosen 
was one chaired by Bronson on the Quaker 
response to the military draft that was then 
still in existence. 

I was unprepared for the thesis that 
Bronson and the MNS participants 
vigorously advocated in our study group: 
that nonregistration (and consequent 
imprisonment) should be considered the 
norm for Quaker men in good standing. In 
my naivete, I presented the alternative view 
that the draft response should continue as an 
individual witness according to one's own 
"spiritualleadings." I was unfamiliar with 
the history of enforced conformity on threat 
of disownment in Eastern Quietism. I was 
familiar with individual choice as my home 
(Kansas) yearly meeting had refused any 
support to me out of what might be called 
their "conscientious military tradition" (90 
percent of the Quaker draftees joined the 
armed forces in World War II). 

It turned out that Bronson and I were 
the only prison-resisters in our discussion 
group, and almost the only ones in the 
whole conference. Bronson had served a 
sentence in World War II that he wrote 
about in A Few Small Candles: War 
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Resisters ofWorld War II (1999). I had 
seiYed a peacetime draft-resistance 
sentence and, released on the cusp of the 
Korean invasion, was called back and 
sentenced to ten years imprisonment on a 
second sentence. (Since this was the 
longest sentence given ro a nonregistrant, 
it generated such a widespread outcry 
with commen ts from Eleanor Roosevelt 
and Alberc Einstein and sympathetic 
editorials that the judge eventually reduced 
it to five years.) 

I was shocked at Bronson 's apparent 
overriding of individual "leadings," which 
had seemed ro be integral to the mystical 
tradition as long as they promoted love and 
pacifism. (As a mental health professional, I 
had questions about violent "leadings" from 
the inner voice such as Joan of Arc's voices 
of military renewal.) Dictated pacifism 
seemed to me to imply Inquisitorial if not 
institutional disownment from a dying 
Q uietism. For a couple of days, I was the 
lone holdout to his position and was fmally 
joined by some Earlham faculty and 
students who presented the case that they 
did not feel second-class with the standard 
1-A-0 alternative seiYice position. 

Finally we released the study group to 
present Bronson's prospective minute to the 
general conference. Though this minute was 
vigorously denounced by a third prison CO 
and myself at this general session, it may 
have paradoxically suffered demise for other 
reasons: many Indiana Q uaker church 
"establishments" had a military tradition 
from Civil War participation against 
slaveholding and were influenced by their 
American Legion members. 

A note for the historians: In the last 
general session of this conference, a minute 
of supporc for the Students for a Democratic 
Society (SDS) was adopted over my 
objection that in the previous month the 
SDS had publicly renounced nonviolence. 
The clerk soberly guaranteed that I was 
incorrect and that no delay to study was 
needed. The subsequent record of 
Weathermen violence and the self
annihilation of at least one Quaker
influenced revolutionary-Diane Oughton 
of AFSC and Ann Arbor Meeting [who was 
killed with two others in a Greenwich 
Village rownhouse explosion in Manhattan 
in 1970 -eds.]-stands on irs own. 

This experience with "Eastern 
Q uakerism" led me to be suspicious of 
"consensus" and institutional conformity 
that so easily subvens our mystical tradition. 
My counter-thesis is to emphasize responsive 
individualism. 

Robert Michener 
Estes Park, Colo. 
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Classified 
For Information call (215) 563-8629. 
Fax (215) 568-13n. 
E-mail: adsales@friendsjournal.org 

Classified rates 75¢ per word. Minimum charge is $20. 
Logo is additional $18. Add 10% if boxed. 10% 
discount for three consecutive insertions, 25% for six. 
Appearance of any advertisement does not 
imply endorsement by Friends Joumal. 

Classified Ad Deadlines: 
July issue: May 17 
August issue: June 14 

Submit your ad to: 

Advertising Manager, Friends Joumal 
1216 Arch Street, 2A 
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835 
(215) 563-8629 

Accommodations 
Santa Fe: Fully furnished townhous-ldeal working 
retreat for artists and writers or for simple living. 
Easels, printer, PC, internet access provided. Mountain 
views. Close-in, walkable neighborhood with art supply, 
grocery store, restaurants. Reasonable weekly and monthly 
rates. Call: (505) 986-6193 or email: <communitasSF@cs 
.com> for more details. 

Santa Fe-rustic, elegant adobe Guest Quarter at the 
Blue Door Retreat in historic district, one mile from 
meetinghouse, near art galleries and hiking trails. Inti
mate, quiet, full kitchen, private bath, garden, hot tub, 
sunset views. lndMdual or couple. Diverse peoples and 
faiths welcome. Three nights to a month. Personal retreat 
or contemplative vacation. Pictures and details: <WWW 
.bluedoorretreat.com> or (505) 986-8100 

When you are in Southern Oregon, Anne Hathaway's 
Cottage in Ashland is a convenient, Friendly place to stay. 
(800) 643-4434. 

William Penn House, Washington, D.C. Quaker Seminars, 
youth programs, bed and breakfast. Five blocks from the 
Capitol, Supreme Court, and near Smithsonian museums. 
Shared accommodations for individuals and groups. Gays, 
lesbians, and people of color are welcome. 515 East Capitol 
Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003, (202) 543-5560, fax 
(202) 543-3814, <director@wmpennhouse.org>, <WWW 
.Quaker.org/penn-house>. 

Looking for a creative living alternative In New York 
City? Penington Friends House may be the place for you! 
We are looking for people of all ages who want to make a 
serious commitment to a community lifeslyle based on 
Quaker principles. For information call (212) 673-1730. We 
also have overnight accommodatios. 

Beacon Hill Friend s Houae: Quaker-sponsored residence 
of 19 interested in community living, spiritual growth, peace, 
and social concerns. All faiths welcome. For information, 
ap-plication: BHFH, 6 Chestnut Street, Bcston, MA 02108-
3624. (617) 227-9118. Overnight and short-term accommo
dations also available. <directors@bhfh.org>; <WWW.bhfh 
.org>. 

Santa F-Simply charming adobe guest apartment at our 
historic meetinghouse. Fireplace, bath, kitchenette, very 
convenient to downtown and galleries, as well as our tran
quil garden. One night-one month stays, affordable. Call 
(505) 983-7241. 

An oasis of calm In the heart of London? Yes, at the 
Quaker International Centre, where short-, medium-, and 
longer-term accommodation is available, as well as confer
ence facilities. Excellent homemade food. For further infor
mation contact telephone: +44 (207) 387-5648, fax: +44 (207) 
383-3722, or write to: 1 Byng Place, London WC1E 7JH. 

Pittsburgh-Well located, affordable, third-floor (walkup) 
guest rooms with shared bath. Single or double occupancy. 
Kitchen available. Contact: House Manager, Friends Meet
inghouse, 4836 Ellsworth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213. 
Telephone: (412) 683-2669. 

Coming to London? Friendly B&B just a block from the 
British Museum and very close to London University. A central 
location for all tourist activities. Ideal for persons traveling 
alone. Direct subway and bus links with Heathrow Airport. 
The Penn Club, 21 Bedford Place, London WC1B SJJ. 
Telephone: +44 (207) 636-4718. Fax: +44 (207) 636-5516. 
<WWW.pennclub.co.uk>. 

Chicag~Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends meetinghouse. Short- or long-term. Contact: Sofia 
Community, Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60637. (n3) 288-3066. 

Books and Publications 

" Rufus Jones, a Luminous Life" a stunning documen
tary inspired by Fred Comeel. As shown on WHYY. $25 
film and companion book. $12.50 each. Wellesley Friends 
Meeting (781) 899-5367; <shotwell@gis.nel>. 

Call for our latest catalog, which always includes many 
new titles, or check our website <WWW.quakerbooks 
.org> for the latest in Quaker books. 
We think ours is the most comprehensive listing of Quaker
related material available. We can order any book (Quaker 
or not) and search for out-of-print titles. Talk to us about 
book tables for your meeting, and discounts for spiritual 
formation or study groups. 
Books shipped worldwide. 
To order or inquire, call us at (800) 966-4556 
or e-mail: <booksto re@fgcquaker.org> 
or vis~: <WWW.quakerbooks.org>. 

"London for the Season," new Regency romance with 
Quaker undertones, by Teddy Milne. Send $13.95 (free 
postage) to Pittenbruach Press, POB 553, Northampton, 
MA01061. 

Quaker Writers, Editors, and Publishers 
Are invited to join QUIP(Quakers Uniting in Publications). 
An international self-help organization of theologically di
verse Friends concerned with the ministry of the written 
word. Next annual Meeting at Quaker Hill, Richmond, Indi
ana, April22- 25, 2004.Theme: New Ways of Reaching Our 
Market in a Changing World. Contact: Graham Gamer at · 
<grahamG@fgcquaker.org>. website <www.quaker.org/ 
quip>. 

Pilgrimage: a contemplative community-in-print for Friends 
and kindred spirits; life stories, poems, and images that 
matter; spirituality, nature, witness, and plain good writing. 
Annual writing award. Subscriptions (2 issues a year): 1 
year-$15; 2 year-$28. Box 696, Crestone, CO 81131. 
<www.pilgrimagepress.org>. 

Celo Valley Books: Personal attention to all phases of 
book production (25 to 5,000 copies). Typing, ed~ing , layout, 
final delivery. Free brochure. 160 Ohle Road, Burnsville, NC 
28714. 

Friends Bulletin , magazine of Western U.S. Quakers, 
subscription $16. Sample copies free. A Western Quaker 
Reader. $20. Pamphlet " Islam from a Quaker Perspec
tive": $4 (includ-ing postage). Friends Bulletin, 3223 
Danaha Street, Torrance, CA 90505. <westernquaker 
.net.> <friendsbul@aol.com>. 

You're In good company with Friends United Press au
thors, including Douglas Steere, Howard Thurman, Daisy 
Newman, John Punshon, Tom Mullen, Doug Gwyn, Louise 
Wilson, Wil Cooper, T. Canby Jones, D. Elton Trueblood
and, of course, George Fox, John Woolman, and William 
Penn. Inspiration, humor, fiction, and history that take you to 
the roots of Quaker beginnings, belief, and beyond. Write 
1 01-A Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, IN 47374 for a free 
catalog or call (800) 537-8839. <WWW.fum.org>. 

Quaker Books: Rare and out-of-print journals, history, 
religion, inspirational. Contact us for specific books or 
topics. V intage Books, 181 Hayden Rowe Street, 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. (508) 435-3499. E-mail us at 
<vintage@gis.nel>. 

For Sale 
Peace Fleece yarns & batting In 35 colors; kits, buttons, 
needles. Sample card $3.00. Yam Shop on the Farm, 1235 
Red Run Road, Stevens (Lane. Co.) PA 17578. (71 7) 336-
5860. 

Note cards with a Friendly flavor. Quaker quotes and 
inspirational sayings; colorful original illustrations. $18 box 
of 1 0, plus $2 postage. Recycled paper and envelopes. 
Holly Coia Design Studio, 220 Wellsburg Road, Bedford, PA 
15522, <hgcoia@earthlink.net>. 

Opportunities 
Friends Center w ith unprogrammed Christian Orien
tation, Barnesville, Ohio , offers quiet welcoming space 
for personal retreats with optional spiritual consultation. 
Weekend group retreats also offered: May 7-9 Christ In 
the Meeting with John Punshon. Write Bill Taber, 61357 
Sandy Ridge Road, Barnesville, OH 43713, or call (740) 
425-1248 or e-mail <billfran@zippytech.com>. 
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Selected Conferences at Pendle Hill 
May 7-9: Pastoral Care for Quakers, with Judy Guerry 
May 7-9: Speaking Up: Enlivening Religious Educa
tion Curricula, with Bobbi Kelly and Marty Smith 
May 9-14: Exploring Liberal Quakerism, with Paul 
Rasor 
May 14-16: Being a Good Quaker Investor, with Mark 
Hulbert 
May 16--21: Foundations: Thinking about the Nature 
of God, with John Punshon 
May 21-28: A Mindfulness Meditation Retreat, with 
Mary Orr 
May 28-31: Experiencing Goodness in Ourselves, 
with John Calvi 

I 
For more Information, contact: Pendle Hill, 338 
Plush Mill Road, Wallingford, PA 19086-6099. (800) 
742-3150, extension 142. <www.pendlehill.org>. 

The Carpenter's Boat Shop in Pemaquid, Maine, is 
offering free, one-year apprenticeships in wooden 
boatbuilding. The Boat Shop is an ecumenical commu
nity/school based on the Benedictine tradition. It teaches 
the skills of carpentry, boatbuilding, and boat use while 
living in simple community. For further information please 
write or call Rev. Robert lves, 440 Old County Road, 
Pemaquid, ME 04558. Phone: (207) 677-3768. E-mail: 
<boatshop@midcoast.com>. 

Woolman Hill Spring Conferences 
April 30-May 2: I'm Gonna Sit at the Welcome Table: 
A Spiritual Journey in Song, with Annie and Peter 
Blood-Patterson 
May 9-14: Artists in Residence, with Arthur Fink 
June 4-6: A Deeper Service: Ministers and Elders 
Working Together, with Jan Hoffman and Kenneth Sutton 
June 26: 50th Anniversary Celebration, Dedication of 
the North Dartmouth Meeting House 
For more information, contact: Woolman Hili, 107 Keats 
Road, Deerfield, MA 01342. (413) 774-3431. <WWW 
.woolmanhill.org>. 

Quaker House Ann Arbor has penod1c opemngs 1n a SIX
person intentional community based on Friends principles. 
(734) 761-7435. <quakerhouse@umich.edu>. <www.ic.org 
.qhaa>. 

To consider mountain view retirement property, near 
a Friends center, visit <arizonafriends.com> or write Roy 
Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 1182 Hornbeam Road, Sabina, 
OH 45169. 

Mexico StudyfTravel: Join EPIC Tours (formerly Hinshaw 
Tours) on a learning adventure in Mexico, including visits 
with Quakers and Mennonites. Discover the richness of 
Mexican culture and see alternative models of develop
ment. October 16--28, or October 18-31. For information 
and a brochure contact EPIC Tours at (303) 747-2059; e
mail: <epic@csd.nel>. 

Curious About Friends Who Are Curious About Jung? 
The Friends Conference on Religion and Psychology invites 
you to attend its 61 st annual Conference: "Trauma And The 
Soul." [Spiritual Dimensions of Analytic Worl<: with the Victims 
of Early Trauma] Featuring clinical psychologist and Jun
gian analyst Donald E. Kalsched, PhD, Memorial weekend: 
May 28-31, 2004-Lebanon Valley College, Annville, Pa. 
For further information visit our website <www.quaker.org/ 
fcrp>, or call: (617) 971-9878. 

Costa Rica Study Tours: Visit the Quaker community in 
Monteverde. For information and a brochure contact Sarah 
Stuckey: 011 (506) 645-5436; write: Apdo. 46-5655, Monte
verde, Costa Rica; e-mail:<crstudy@racsa.co.cr>; <WWW 
crstudytours com> or call in the USA (520) 364-8694 

Quaker Writers and Artists! 
Quakers used to shun the arts-but no more! Join the 
Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts; get our exciting, 
informative newsletter, "Types & Shadows"; keep up 
with other artistic Friends around the country; and 
help create a new chapter in Quaker history. MernQ!lr-
ship : $24/yr. FQA, P.O. Box 58565, Philadelphia, PA 
19102. e-mail: <fqa@quaker.org>. Web: <www.quaker 
.org/fqa>. 

Do you care about the future 
of the Religious Society of Friends? 

A deferred gift with Friends General Conference (be-
quest, charitable gift annuity, trust) will nurture a vital 
Religious Society of Friends. [iii For information, please contact Michael 

Wajda at FGC, 1216 Arch Street, 2-B, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107; (215) 561-1700; 
<michaelw@fgcquaker.org>. 
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Personals 
Single Booklovers, a national group, has been getting 
unattached booklovers together since 1970. Please write 
P.O. Box 1658,Andalusia, PA 19020orcall (800) 717-5011 . 

Concerned c5ingks_ 
Concerned Singles links socially conscious singles 
who care about peace, social justice, race, gender 
equity, environment. Nationwide/international. All ages, 
straight/gay. Since 1984. Free sample: Box 444-FJ, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242; (413) 243-4350; <www 
.concernedsingles.com>. 

Positions Vacant 
Kitchen Manager, live-in, Beacon Hili Friends House, start
ing June 1, 2004. BHFH, a community of 20 residents 
guided by Friends principles and practices. Responsibilities 
include: plan and prepare community dinners 5 nights per 
week, order provisions, maintain cleaning and care of equip
ment, participate in life of the residential community. 20-25 
hours per week, Fri. and Sat. off. Compensation includes 
room and board, salary, health insurance, generous vaca
tion. Full job description and applications from Directors, 
Beacon Hili Friends House, #6 Chestnut Street, Boston, MA 
02108 (617) 227-9118 or <directors@bhfh org> 

Sidwell Friends School 
Middle School- Science Teacher 

(sabbatical replacement-1-year position) 
Sidwell Friends School, a coeducational Quaker day 
school, seeks a 7th grade science teacher to replace a 
teacher on sabbatical for one year. Applicants must have 
a strong background in the biological and physical sci
ences. Position requires serving as an advisor for ten 7" 
and a~ graders. A Bachelor's degree is required, Master's 
preferred. Please send a cover letter, resume and con
tact information for three references to the Director of 
Human Resources at: Sidwell Friends School, 3825 
Wisconsin Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20016. Fax: 
(202) 537-2418, <www.sidwell.edu>, <HR@sidwell 
.edu>. E.O.E. 

Sidwell Friends School 
Multiple Openings 

Sidwell Friends School is seeking teachers for the follow
ing positions for the 2004-2005 academic year. 
Upper School: History, Chinese, FT and PT positions 
available in Chemistry/Physics, Biology and Envi
ronmental Science 
Middle School: FT Spanish and 6th Grade (1 yr. only) 
Lower School: FT Pre-K, Kindergarten, Early Primary 
Grade, and PE 
Physical Education and Athletics: FT PE Teacher, 
Head Girls Volleyball Coach/Head Track Coach 
To view full text for these vacancies, please visit our 
website at <WWW.sldwell.edu>. Please send a current 
resume, cover letter and contact information for 3 refer
ences to: Sidwell Friends School, 3825 Wisconsin 
Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20016. Fax: 202-537-2418, 
email: <HR@sidwell.edu>. 

Interns: 9-12 month commitment. Ass1st w1th hosp1tahty 
and seminar planning at William Penn House. Room and 
board with small stipend. Applications from gays, lesbians, 
and people of color are welcome. 5 blocks from the Capitol, 
Supreme Court, and near the Smithsonian Museums. 515 
East Capitol Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003, (202) 543-
5560, fax: (202) 543-3814, <director@wmpennhouse.org>, 
<www.Quaker.org/penn-house>. 

Real Estate 
Twelve-acre organic orchard for lease. Bluebenries and 
many other berries, nuts, unusual fruits and nuts. Partially 
irrigated. 2003 income $11 ,000.00. Local Meeting. H. Black, 
170 Hidden Springs, Cookeville, TN 38501 . E-mail : 
<hblack@twlakes.nel>. 

Qul!ker r l!altor specializjng in Bucks C04nty, Pa., and 
Mercer County, N.J. I welcome the opportunity to exceed 
your expectations. "'lar!< Fulton, Pruden)ial Fox and Roflch 
Realtors, 83 South Main Street, Yardley, PA 19067. (215) 
493-0400 ext. 131 . 

Rentals & Retreats 
Blueberry Cottage on organic lavender, blueberry, and 
dairy goat farm in the mountains of N. Carolina. Pond, 
mountain views, protected river. Sleeps 8+. Family farm visit 
or romantic getaway. Near Celo Friends Meeting. By week 
or day. <www.mountainfarm.nel>, or (866) 212-2100 

Seeking quiet? Healing? Deeper prayer? Study time? 
individual retreat facilities. $30/day room, board and guid
ance if desired. Beautiful mountain views, hiking trails. Faith 
based and interfaith. East Mountain Retreat Center, Lois 
Rose-Director (UCC minister and lgnatian spiritual direc
tor). 8 Lake Buel Road, Great Barrington, MA 01230-1450. 
P/F: (413) 528-6617. Website: <WWW.eastretreat.org>. 

London, UK (Croydon). To let for the academic year Sep
tember 2004 to July 2005, 3 bedroomed detached house 
with garden, close to lively local meeting, convenient for 
Friends House, London universities, teaching hospitals. 
Contact <gorgturner@tiscali.co.uk>. 

Ocean City, N.J.: 3BR apartment in traditional neighbor
hood on cozy lagoon. Walk/bike to bay, beach. Water birds, 
sunsets, bay breezes. Season, half-season, weekly. See 
photos at <WWW. voicenet.com/-mjstreel>. (215) 542-8929. 

Two-bedroom apartment in Munich, Germany, avail
able May through August 2004. Quiet and centrally lo
cated. For more information call Ken Martin (215) 848-
4749 or e-mail Monika Brandmair<MMB1557@aol.com>. 

Paris: Near Bastille Opera House. Luminous, completely 
renovated one-bedroom on 6th floor of elevator building. 
New appliances and furnishings, antiques, oriental rugs, 
and art. Authentic Parisian neighborh~ with food shops, 
bakeries, wine merchants, open-air markets, and outdoor 
cafes. Metro/bus closeby. $850/wk. <ldavid @thewor1d.com>; 
(781) 237-0153. 

Vermont Women's Writing Retreat 
June 1Oth to June 13th 

Memoirs. Life stories. A 4-day writing retreat in a 191 -
year-old Vermont inn. Walk in the clear mountain air near 
where Robert Frost walked and wrote at Breadloaf, write 
in the garden, talk about writing with other women. Join 
Ellen Michaud, award-winning author, contributor to more 
than 30 bestselling books, and book review editor of 
Friends Journal at Blueberry Hill lnn-<:>ne of the top 10 
inns in New England, according to Forbes. Call (802) 
453-5857 for a brochure. Or e-mail <trombh@aocessvt 
.com>. 

Cape May Beach lovers, feel the sand in your toes. Cen
trally located, beautiful, new 4-bedroom Cape, sleeps 8, 
central air, 2 1/2 baths. Large kitchen with all conveniences. 
$1 ,700 per week July and August. Great weekend and off
season rates. Edie at <eyler@ptd.nel> or (484) 232-6222. 

Northern New Mexico. Beginning May 1, fully furnished 2 
BR cottage in Cuba Village where people speak Spanish or 
Navajo as often as English, a friendly ranching community 
nestled at 7000' between forested mountains and high desert 
mesas. By the day, week, or month. For more information, 
call (505) 289-9105. 

New Mexico Vineyard & Guesthouse: Solar loft in historic 
farming community. Close to Santa Fe and Taos. Contem
plative space, ideal for personal retreats. Furnished. Moun
tain views, river frontage. Weekly and monthly rates. Call: 
(505) 986-6193, or e-mail: <CommunitasSF@cs.com>. 

Tranquil Topsail Island, N.C. New 2-story house, 3 bed
rooms, 2.5 baths, sleeps 6. Overlooks marshlands and 
Intercoastal Waterway. Two blocks from beach. Polite 
dogs welcome. Weekly rates: 7/3-8/14 $775, 8/14-10/2 
$675, 10/2- 10/31 $550. Off-season daily, weekend, and 
long-term rentals available. For information, visit website: 
<www.VRBO.com/31024>; call (610) 796-1089; or e-mail 
<Simplegifts1 007@aol.com>. 

Bald Head Island, N.C. Panoramic view of ocean, dunes, 
lagoon, and golf course from four-bedroom, two-bathroom, 
beautifully furnished house with wraparound deck, two elec
tric golf carts. 14 miles of beach, championship golf, tennis, 
croquet, swimming, and fishing. 13,000 acres of maritime 
wilderness. Many birds and wildflowers. No cars on island. 
Peaceful , friendly. Rental by day or week. (215) 699-9186. 

Cuernavaca, Mexico: Families, friends, study groups 
enjoy this beautiful Mexican house. Mexican fami ly staff 
provide excellent food and care. Six twin bedrooms, with 
bath and own entrance. Large living and dining room, long 
terrace with dining area and mountain and volcano views. 
Large garden and heated pool. Close to historic center 
and transportation. Call Edith Nicholson (011) 52-777-
3180383, or Joe Nicholson, (502) 894-9720. 

C::ape May, N.J . Beac~ House-weekly rentals; weekend 
rentals in off-season. Sleeps 12+, Great for family re
unions! Block from beach. Close to m~ll. Ocean views 
from wraparound porch. Call: (718) 398-3561. 

Pocono Manor. Beautiful, rustic mountain house suitable 
for gatherings, retreats, and reunions. Seven bedrooms. 
Three full baths. Beds for 15. Fully equipped. Deck with 
mountain view. Hiking trails from back door. Weekends or 
by the week, April through October. Contact Jonathan Snipes: 
(215) 880-1231. 
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Foxdale Village, for Quaker-directed life care. A vibrant and 
caring community that encourages and supports 
men and women as they seek to live life fully and gracefully 
in harmony with the principles of simplicity, diversity, equal
ity, mutual respect, compassion, and personal involvement. 
Spacious ground-floor apartments and community ameni· 
ties such as library, auditorium, wood shop, computer lab. 
CCAC Accredited. Reasonable fees include medical care. 
500 East Marylyn Avenue, Department F, State College, PA 
16801-6269. For more information, call Lanna Gill at (800) 
253-4951. <WWW.foxdalevillage org> 

~~ 
SERVICES FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

Kendal communities and services reflect sound man
agement, adherence to Quaker values, and respect for 
each individual. 
Continuing care retirement communities: 
Kendal at Longwood; Cross lands • Kennett Square, Pa. 
Kendal at Hanover • Hanover, N.H. 
Kendal at Oberlin • Oberlin, Ohio 
Kendal at Ithaca • Ithaca, N.Y. 
Kendal at Lexington • Lexington, Va. 
Communities under development: 
Kendal on Hudson • Sleepy Hollow, N.Y. 
Kendal at Granville • Granville, Ohio 
Independent living with residential services: 
Coniston and Cartmel • Kennett Square, Pa. 
Nursing care, residential and assisted living: 
Barclay Friends • West Chester, Pa. 
Advocacy/education programs: 
Untie the Elderly • Pa. Restraint Reduction Initiative 
Kendal Corporation Internships 
For information, call or write: Doris Lambert, The Kendal 
Corporation, P.O. Box 100, Kennett Square, PA 19348. 
(610) 388-5581 . E-mail: <info@kcorp.kendal.org>. 

Friends Homes, Inc., founded by North Caro
lina Yearly Meeting of the Society of 
Friends, has been providing retirement op
tions since 1968. Both Friends Homes at 
Guilford and Friends Homes West are fee-for
service, continuing care retirement communi 

ties offering independent living, assisted living, and 
skilled nursing care. Located in Greensboro, North Caro
lina, both communities are close to Guilford College and 
several Friends meetings. Enjoy the beauty of four sea
sons, as well as outstanding cultural, intellectual, and 
spiritual opportunities in an area where Quaker roots run 
deep. For information please call: (336) 292-9952, or 
write: Friends Homes West, 6100 W. Friendly Avenue, 
Greensboro, NC 27410. Friends Homes, Inc. owns and 
operates communities dedicated to the letter and spirit of 
Equal Housing Opportunity. <WWW.friendshomes.org>. 

Walton Retirement Home, a nonprofit ministry of Ohio 
Yearly Meeting since 1944, offers an ideal place for retire
ment. Both assisted living and independent living facil~ies 
are available. For further information, please call Nirmal or 
Diana Kaul at (740) 425-2344, orwr~e to Walton Retirement 
Home, 1254 East Main Street, Barnesville, OH 43713. 

Frankford Friends School: coed, Pre-K to grade 8; serving 
center city, Northeast, and most areas of Philadelphia. We 
provide children with an affordable yet challenging aca
demic program in a small, nurturing environment. Frankford 
Friends School, 1500 Orthodox Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19124. (215) 533-5368. 

Junior high boarding school for grades 7, 8, 9. Small 
academic classes, challenging outdoor experiences, com
munity service, consensus decision making, daily work 
projects in a small, caring, community environment. Arthur 
Morgan School, 60 AMS Circle, Burnsville, NC 28714. 
(828) 675-4262. 

Sandy Spring Friends School. Five- or seven-day board
ing option for grades 9-12. Day school pre·K through 12. 
College preparatory, upper school AP courses. Strong arts 
and academics, visual and performing arts, and team ath
letic programs. Coed. Approximately 480 students. 140-
acre campus less than an hour from Washington, D.C., and 
Baltimore, Md. International programs. Incorporating tradi
tional Quaker values. 16923 Norwood Road, Sandy Spring, 
MD 20860. (301) 774-7455, ext. 375. <www.ssfs.org>. 
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Lansdowne Friends School-a small Friends school for 
boys and girls three years of age through sixth grade, rooted 
in Quaker values. We provide children w~h a quality academic 
and a developmentally appropriate program in a nurturing 
environment. Whole language, thematic education, conflict 
resolution, Spanish, after-school care, summer program. 
110 N. Lansdowne Avenue, Lansdowne, PA 19050. (610) 
623-2548. 
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Thinking about personal graduate education to expand 
your spiritual knowledge? The ESR Educational Oppor
tunities brochure gives information about what courses, 
lectures, and conferences are offered by ESR. For your 
copy please contact: Gail Bingham, (800) 432-1377, or 
<binghga@earlham.edu>. 

Come VISit Olney Friends School on your cross-country 
travels, six miles south of 1-70 in the green hills of eastern 
Ohio. A residential high school and farm, next to Stillwater 
Meetinghouse, Olney is college preparation built around 
truthful thinking, inward listening, loving community, and 
useful work. 61830 Sandy Ridge Road, Barnesville, OH 
43713. (740) 425·3655. 

Stratford Friends School provides a strong academic pro
gram in a warm, supportive, ungraded setting for children 
ages 5 to 13 who learn differently. Small classes and an 
enriched curriculum answer the needs of the whole child. An 
at-risk program for five-year-olds is available. The school 
also offers an extended day program, tutoring, and summer 
school. Information: Stratford Friends School, 5 Llandillo 
Road, Havertown, PA 19083. (610) 446-3144. 

Services Offered 
Editing and writing. Sciencellechnical, social science, and 
ESL specialities. Manuscripts, articles, dissertations, re
search-based fact or position papers, and more. Serving 
individuals, nonprofits, and small business. Valuing peace, 
simplic~. equality, integrity. Gary Lapreziosa, (215) 412-
0613, <wwew@earthlink.net>. 

e • Marriage Certificates 
• Calligraphy 
• Graphic Design 
• Note Cards 

· • Illustration 
Ahimsa Graphics, 24 Cavanaugh Ct., Saunderstown, Rl 
02874. (401) 294-7769 or (888) 475-6219. 
<www.pennyjackim.calligraphicarts.org>. 

Custom Marriage Certificates, and other tradrt1onal or 
decorated documents. Various calligraphic styles and wa
tercolor designs available . Over ten years' experience. Pam 
Bennett, P. 0 . Box 136, Uwchlan, PA 19480. (610) 458-
4255. <Prb@ stonehedgefunding.com>. 

Moving to North Carolina? Maybe David Brown, a Quaker 
real estate broker, can help. Contact him Ul, 1208 Pinewood 
Dr., Greensboro, NC 27410. (336) 294-2095. 

H FREEMAN 1501 East Main Street 
• Centerville, IN 47330 

765-939-6910 
ASSOC/A TES, LLC HFreeAssocflaol.com 

Consulting services for educational institutions and 
nonprofit organizations. Fundraising. Cap~al campaigns. 
Planned giving. Recent clients include liberal arts col
leges, seminaries, independent schools, social service 
agencies, Pendle Hill, FGC, and many other Friends 
organizations. <www.Hfreemanassociates.com>. 
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New York, NY 10003. 

Summer Camps 

AII·Age Camps 
Phoenix Farm, New Hampshire. Whole-person pro-
gramming using Quaker process. Children under 12 bring 
an adult. 
Wool and Wisdom Tales, June 2~28 
Spin, felt, knit and make a yurt while sharing stories. 
Meteor Showers, August 10-12 
Astronomy and geology for beginners and enthusiasts. 
Power of Peace, August 14-22 
Inner heating, peace practices, crafts, and community. 
Contact: Kste Kermsn, Phoenix Fsrm (603) 876-4562, 
<WWW.phoenlxfsrm.org>. 

Night Eagle Wilderness Adventures, in Vermont's 
Green Mountains, Is a unique primitive summer camp 
designed to build a boy's self-confidence and foster a 
better understanding of native peoples and their relation· 
ship with the Earth. Activities tend to spring from the 
natural environment and teach boys to rely on their own 
ingenuity. Through community living and group decision 
making, campers learn to live and play together in a spirit 
of cooperation rather than competition. For 40 boys, ages 
10-14. Two, three, and six week sessions. Please visit 
our website: <www.nighteaglewildemess.com> or call for 
a full brochure: (802) 773-7866. 
Accredited by The American Camping Association 

Pendle Hill 's High School Youth Camp, for ages 15-
18, July 11- 18, 2004. Join young people from all over the 
country in service projects, Quaker community life, explo-
ration of social justice issues, sessions in our art studio, 
field trips, and fun. Call (610) 566-4507/(800) 742-3150, 
ext. 126; or wme <julian@pendlehill.org>. 

Journey's End Farm Camp 
is a farm devoted to children for sessions of two or three 
weeks each summer. Farm animals, gardening, nature, 
ceramics, shop. 
Nonviolence, simplicity, reverence for nature are empha-
sized in our program centered in the life of a Quaker farm 
family. For 32 boys and girls, 7-12 years. Welcome all 
races. Apply early. Kristin Curtis, RR 1 Box 136, New-
foundland, PA 18445. Telephone: (570) 689-3911. Fi-
nancial aid available. 

Summer Rentals 
Maine Lakefront-secluded, spacious, post and beam 
house, well appointed kitchen, living room, dining room, 3 
bedrooms (sleeps 6), 2 1/2 baths, 3 1/2 hours from Boston. 
Pictures/info: <www.guidethru.com/Wayne.htm>; call Liz 

-Moriarty· (617) 441 3813 

Prince Edward Island (Canada): 3 BR, 2 baths, cottage 
with view of bay. Completely renovated. Huge deck. 3 
acre lawn. July-August $750/week. June or Sept. $600/ 
week. Website: <WWW.vrbo.com>. #10301 (610) 520. 
9596 

Provence, France. Beautiful secluded stone house, village 
near Avignon, 3 BR (sleeps ~). kitchen/dining room, 
spacious living room, modem bathroom. Terrace, court-
yard, view of medieval castle. Separate second house 
sleeps 4. Both available year-round $1 ,2~2.900/mo. 
<www.rent-in-provence.com>. Marc Simon, rue Oume, 
30290 Saint Victor, France, <msimon@wanadoo.fr>; or J. 
Simon, 124 Bondcroft, Buffalo, NY 14226, (716) 836-8698. 
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Arts & Spirituality 

July 23-27 

July 18-22 

Painting for Joy 
with Helen David Brancato 

The Sacredness 
of Creativity 
with jan Phillips 

Furniture Restoration 
with Tom ]enik 

Writing for Life 
with Lynn Ne~on 

Food that Nourishes Body and Spirit 
with Carol Sciarra 

July 28-August 1 

Flowing Fibers 
with Gloria Todor and Robyn jose phs 

A Loving Yoga Retreat 
with Amanda Hoffman and Ella ]ohannaber 

August6-IO 

Kado: The Way of Flowers 
with Marcia Shibata 

Discovery Through Bookmaking 
with Susan Viguers 

August 11- 15 

The Clay Odyssey 
with George Kokis 

Drumming, Healing 
and Finding Joy 
with Brenda Macaluso 

PENDLE HIIL 
A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 

338 Plush Mill Road · Wallingford, PA 19086 
www.pendlehill.org 

june 27-:July 1 Spiritual Discernment 
wUb Ntlnq BI«JBr 
july 11-15 
Practicing Prayer Today 
fi1Ub Nancy Bieber 

August I-S Spiritual--·-· Dally Life 
fiJitb Gl8ml MlldJell 

June25-27 

Inquirers' Weekend: 
Basic Quakerism 
with Gene Hillman and 
Deanna Wylie Mayer 

D+-1\IJ~ 
july 17 Effortless Mastery: 

Uberatlng the Master 
Musician Within 
wilb jtrzz pianist Kenny 1JWner 

c~ ~J~~~~cMtfM1~ 

610.566.4507 ext. 142 or 800.742.3150 ext. 142 

registrar@pendlehill.org 


	HC12-51019_0001
	HC12-51019_0002
	HC12-51019_0003
	HC12-51019_0004
	HC12-51019_0005
	HC12-51019_0006
	HC12-51019_0007
	HC12-51019_0008
	HC12-51019_0009
	HC12-51019_0010
	HC12-51019_0011
	HC12-51019_0012
	HC12-51019_0013
	HC12-51019_0014
	HC12-51019_0015
	HC12-51019_0016
	HC12-51019_0017
	HC12-51019_0018
	HC12-51019_0019
	HC12-51019_0020
	HC12-51019_0021
	HC12-51019_0022
	HC12-51019_0023
	HC12-51019_0024
	HC12-51019_0025
	HC12-51019_0026
	HC12-51019_0027
	HC12-51019_0028
	HC12-51019_0029
	HC12-51019_0030
	HC12-51019_0031
	HC12-51019_0032
	HC12-51019_0033
	HC12-51019_0034
	HC12-51019_0035
	HC12-51019_0036
	HC12-51019_0037
	HC12-51019_0038
	HC12-51019_0039
	HC12-51019_0040
	HC12-51019_0041
	HC12-51019_0042
	HC12-51019_0043
	HC12-51019_0044
	HC12-51019_0045
	HC12-51019_0046
	HC12-51019_0047
	HC12-51019_0048
	HC12-51019_0049
	HC12-51019_0050
	HC12-51019_0051
	HC12-51019_0052

