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• AMONG FRIENDS 

Celebrating 50 Years 

T his month we begin a yearlong celebration of FRIENDS JouRNAL. Our first issue 
was published on July 2, 1955, a celebration in itself of the reunification of the 
Orthodox and Hicksite branches of Quakerism. Our predecessor publications, 

Friends Intelligencer (Hicksite, founded 1844) and The Friend (Orthodox, founded 
1827), take our publishing history back 178 years! This is a remarkable record for any 
publication, and especially so amongst religious periodicals. 

This magazine has been through many changes in its half century, as you will learn in 
July, when we plan to present a special issue celebrating the ministry ofFRIENDS JOURNAL 
to the Religious Society of Friends. We will be undertaking other celebration activities 
throughout this year. To start, in this issue you will find the first of12 articles from our 
archives that we will republish, one per month, throughout the year_ This month, we've 
chosen a selection from the venerable Henry J. Cadbury, "Our Theological Illiteracy" 
(p-10), which appeared in FRIENDS JOURNAL's very first issue in 1955- In July, we will 
briefly revive a FRIENDS JoURNAL tradition of sponsoring a plenary presentation at the 
Friends General Conference Gathering. Throughout the year, our hard-working Board 
ofTrustees will be making presentations and conducting local celebrations around the 
US. in their own monthly and yearly meetings. We will post these events on our website 
at <www.friendsjournal.org>. We hope that you will enjoy these celebratory activities 
and join us if one is taking place near you. 

This year we will not just look back nostalgically at our past, but will peer ahead a bit 
at our dreams of the future_ We hope that you will participate in creating that vision! T ell 
us about your hopes for and expectations of FRIENDS JoURNAL for the future_ What new 
features would you like to see? How could the magazine become a better reflection of 
Quakerism in the 2 1st century? What technologies would you prefer we use? And what 
do you treasure about the JouRNAL that you'd like us to preserve? 

This month marks the end of six years since I returned to FRIENDS JouRNAL in 1999-
That, with my four years of prior service from 1977 to 1981, brings my years here to the 
round number of ten_ I feel very privileged to be on our staff when we can have an 
extended celebration of the hard work and contributions of so many individuals who 
have offered this ministry of the written word for half a century! 

In the fall of2003, when Assistant Editor Lisa Rand told us she was expecting her first 
child, we anticipated that she would take maternity leave early in 2004 and return in the 
late spring_ Intern Danielle DeCosmo graciously took over Lisa's duties in January and 
ended up providing coverage until the end of August, when she left us for a full-time 
editing position elsewhere in Philadelphia. Lisa decided to stay home with baby 
Caroline (who made an appearance in our December holiday photo), so a search was 
opened and 142 individuals applied for this position. I am very pleased to announce the 
appointment ofR~becca Rose Howe, an attender at Central Philadelphia (Pa.) Meeting, 
as assistant editor. Becca is currently a Journalism and Anthropology major at Temple 
University. She has long been active in the High School Young Friends program of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, as a participant and now as a Friendly Adult Presence_ 
Actively involved with Adult Young Friends, Becca wrote, ''I'm constantly aware of the 
hefty influence media has on the way people live their lives, and consequently, on the 
flow and exchange of the Divine." We are delighted to have her join us! 
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:>usanna 1 homas wntes m the 
November FRIENDS JouRNAL that my article 
"Police Power for Peace" (FJ Aug. 2004), 
"dismisses penal abolition as preposterous 
idealism." I did nor mention penal abolition 
and would not reject it as preposterous; 
Pacific Yearly Meeting has minuted its 
support and I favor it. It's far off, as ir will 
require basic new thinking and billions in 
money. Also, there would remain a core of 
offenders with varieties of dementia and 
certain specific problems. 

She says that immediate police 
intervention is needed to protect people 
from domestic and sexual violence, bur then 
she changes the subject to criticism of 
weapons and police. 

Her letter exemplifies a major point of 
the article. My main assertion is that Friends 
and other pacifists skip over police, except 
to criticize. We should stop and concentrate 
on that need for police, and work at the 
thorny problems of implementation. The 
requirement is that police at all levels of 
federal systems use minimum force and be 
parr of a judicial organization that is just 
and restorative. 

I thank Susanna Thomas for responding 
and hope that she and others will carry on 
programs on police and peace. 

Bill Hanson 
Seattle, Wash. 

I'm with the child 
With all my heart I applaud the 

beautifully written and well-argued letter by 
Deborah Fink in the November issue about 
the Abraham and Isaac story, in response to 
the article by Anthony Prete, "T esting a 
Father's Faith" (F]Sept. 2004). I am 
grateful for her commen tary on what has 
long bothered me when I thought about it. 
Also the letter by James Baker in the 
November issue makes a lor of sense; my 

explores in The Brothers Karamazov. It's all 
very well for a parent to "forgive" the cruelty 
of a person in power, bur it is really up to 
the suffering child if it's going to happen at 
all. Abraham is one big pain in the neck. I'm 
with Isaac in his trust and pain and terror. 

Phyllis Hoge 
Albuquerque, N.Mex. 

Thanks for the 
environmental issue 

J usr a note ro say how very much I 
appreciate FRIENDS JouRNAL. Every issue has 
gems and sometimes it's the whole issue. 
The October one on the environment was 
especially fine-timely, needed, Quakerly
Thankyou! 

Barbara Greenler 
Madison, Wis. 

More strategy is needed 
Thank you for sending me the October 

issue on the environment. It had a surplus of 
spirituality pieces and a shortage of strategic 
politics in it. May I recommend a great book 
to get started on down-to-Earth people
organizing? It is Strategic Nonviolent Conflict 
by Peter Ackerman and Christopher 
Kreuger (1994). 

Helen Elizabeth Proechel 
Sr. Paul, Minn. 

Where parallel lines meet 
I was interested and inspired by the article 

"No Easy Answers about God" by Cathy 
Habschmidt (F]Nov. 2004). The imagery 
of parallel lines was particularly inspiring. 

I live in a conservative, Republican 
county ofWesr Vtrginia. For the last year or 
rwo, I have been trying to convince people 

• REMINDER: Special Issues in 2005 

disaster. Some of his supporters are non
Quaker friends and neighbors whom I 
otherwise like and sometimes admire. 

Cathy Habschmidr's imagery of parallel 
lines, combined with the description of the 
parallel lines of thinking of liberal versus 
conservative, spoke to me. It got me thinking 
that maybe that is the purpose of our search . 
The search is for the place where the 
parallel concepts of fundamentalism and 
liberalism meet, or in political terms, where 
conservatives and liberals meet. Maybe that 
is the Kingdom of God. 

Patricia Witt 
Berkeley Springs, W.Va. 

The intrepid Quaker? 
Kara Newell is certainly right to urge 

a wide readership for The Intrepid Quaker, 
Steve Cary's autobiography in her review 
(F]Nov. 2004). All who knew him will 
recognize Steve's own voice in its shifts 
from humorous to serious, from delight 
to profound concern. Those who have not 
known him should not pass up the 
chance to share the insights of one of the 
more significant (and charming) Friends 
of our time. 

As it stands, however, the book's title is 
unfortunate. Intrepid Quaker would have 
been exact, but Steve himself would have 
been among the first to disclaim the 
implications of that definite article. 

William H. Matchett 
Seabeck, Wash. 

A fair book review? 
We've read a number of times Stanley 

Zarowin's review of When the Rain Returns: 
Toward justice and Reconciliation in Palestine 
and Israel in the November issue. We have 

Most FRIENDS JouRNAL issues offer feature articles on a variety of subjects, but periodically we publish thematic special issues. For 2005, we invite 
submissions for the following: 
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Fiftieth Anniversary Issue (july 2005) 
As FRIENDS }OURNALapproaches this milestone, we invite you to help 
us reflect on it. Whether you've been a reader since 1955 or have 
only recently discovered it--or whether you've written for the JoUR
NAL, worked for it, or served on its Board-we'd like to hear from 
you. How has FRIENDS JouRNAL affected your life, and what role 
has it played in our Religious Society? Write to us now-we'd like 
to share your comments or recoUections (short or feature-length), 
or your arrwork. Please send submissions by February 15. 

The Meeting Community (November 2005) 
We welcome submissions on your experiences--or from a "how
to" point of view-about any aspect of monthly meeting life. 
Please send submissions by June 15. 

Advance inquiries from prospective authors and artists are welcome. 
Contact Robert Dockhom, senior editor, by e-mail at <Senior~ditor 
@jiiendsjournalorp, or by postal mail telephone, or fax (addresses/ 
numbers on p. 2). 



ttow woUld. George .tox respond. to terrorism~ 

W: 
illiam Hanson's excellent ar

ticle "Police Power for Peace" 
(F] Aug. 2004), brought to 

mind the thinking and views of George 
Fox on the use of violence by the state. 
Many Friends may be surprised to learn 
that although George Fox was a personal 
pacifist- he would not bear arms, and he 
(along with 11 others) declared in the 
Peace Testimony of 1661 that Friends, as 
individuals, would not bear arms and en
gage in war-he does not appear to have 
been an absolute pacifist with respect to 
his views concerning the use of violence 
by the state to police and to engage in war. 

Following September 11,2001, I was 
all shook up about the Peace Testimony. I 
kept thinking: What about thugs and in
nocent victims? What about Adolf Hitler, 
Pol Pot in Cambodia, Saddam Hussein's 
murders, Rwanda, the ethnic cleansing in 
Kosovo? What about the human rights of 
victims? What about a terrorist with a 
nuclear weapon heading toward Manhat
tan? What about UN peacekeeping forces 
that use guns? What about humanitarian 
interventions? How can you have law with
out the other part-law enforcement? 
Doesn't violence, or the threat of vio
lence, sometimes stop violence instead of 
begetting more violence? Aren't some wars 
truly policing actions? September 11, 
2001, drove this writer to learn more 
about the Peace Testimony. 

I started to hit the books, searching for 
my religion's answer to these questions. 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting's Faith and 
Practice had one line on police activities, 
which seemed to gloss over the whole 
topic. Then I read about George Fox and 
the Peace Testimony. 

Now William Hanson's article leads 
me to want to share what I had learned 
about George Fox and the Peace Testi
mony-to provide some historical per
spective that might be useful to Friends. 
Here is what I learned: 

also carefully read the book being reviewed. 
Having recently rerurned from several weeks 
in that troubled land, we are convinced of the 
accuracy of this book. Though Stanley 
Zarowin may have some valid points, our 
experience, our observations, our conversations 
with people of the land reenforce and 
accentuate the srudy of two years ago. When 
the Rain Returns does not purport to be an 
historical analysis-other books do that. Its 
focus is the situation when they were there. 
And it is well documented. We wish the 
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Several historians have described George 
Fox's views in the ten-year period leading up 
to the famous Peace Testimony declaration of 
January 1661, andsubsequently. lnFirstamong 
Friends, historian H. Larry Ingle writes: "He 
[George Fox] also indicated that while he 
was personally opposed to participation in 
war, he recognized and accepted the authoriry 
of the state to use the sword. It was, he wrote, 
'a terror to the evil doers who act contrary to 
the light of Lord Jesus Christ.' 'The magis
trate,' he said bluntly, 'bears not the sword in 
vain.' Hence Fox was not a pacifist in the 
modern sense that he utterly rejected partici
pating in all wars and violent conflicts. He 
could not imagine himself bearing the sword, 
at least under present circumstances-he 
spurned a 'mortal crown' like the one some 
wanted Cromwell to put on-but he also 
recognized thatsomeone mustwield the sword 
against evildoers." 

In another passage, H. Larry Ingle writes: 
"As fur as is known, Fox did not encourage his 
followers co join the army; but many of them 
cooperated with it in one capaciry or the other, 
and he did not rebuke them for their efforts." 

A third passage: "In a historical sense, the 
declaration [Peace Testimony declaration, 
1661] represented a major shift from the posi
tion Fox had articulated since 1650. While in 
Derby jail, he specifically exempted himself 
from participation in wars when he rejected a 
request from a group of soldiers that he take a 
captaincy. He quoted the apostle James that 
wars and fighting grew from lust, and he told 
them that he lived in the state that took away 
the occasion of war. His position thus remained 
a personal one and was never used to judge his 
followers. . . . He did not deny, and never 
would deny, the right of a nation's rulers to 
wield weapons in the defense of a just cause.'' 

And the fourth passage: "Fox remembered 
the declaration [Peace Testimony] as one 'to 
clear us from plots and contrivances.' His 
recollection underscores the context for the 
statement, a period during which Quakers 
aroused such official suspicion that they were 

situation were a more balanced and even 
one, but it isn't. The Israeli government eWes 
have all the power, and is abusing it not only 
in its treatment of the Palestinians of the 
West Bank and Gaza, but of Palestinian 
citizens oflsrael. 

It appears to us that Stanley Zarowin may 
be presenting his own views and bias rather 
than reviewing a well-written book with 
integriry. His statement that "peace and justice 
can never be" implies a rigid understanding 
of justice. As Christians, we believe peace with 

set upon and abused while doing nothing 
more unusual than going to the market. 
But what was written for the nonce became 
a standard summary of Quaker practice." 

In The Quaker Peace Testimony, 1660 
to 1914, historian Peter Brock wrote: "He 
[George Fox] urged the English armies to 
subdue not only Spain and the Papacy, 
but F ranee and Germany and the Turks .. 
. . The most warlike of Fox's utterances 
are probably those contained in a pam
phlet he addressed early in 1659 .... H ere 
Fox accuses the army of unfaithfulness to 
their divine mission for not carrying war 
into the heartland of Spain and into Italy 
as far as Rome, so as to destroy the Inqui
sition in those lands, as well as for not 
bringing the Turks to Christianity and 
rooting out their idolatrous practices by 
similar means." 

In another passage, Peter Brock wrote 
that following the Peace Testimony dec
laration in 1661, "Fox continued to stress 
that Friends believed that the magistracy 
was ordained by God. The law of the 
state, enforced by the magistrates' sword, 
curbed the evildoings of' the unrighteous.' 
So long as Caesar did not restrict religious 
truth but kept within the proper secular 
sphere, he must be honored and obeyed. 
'Caesar's weapons,' he wrote in 1679, 'are 
for the punishment of the evildoers and 
for the praise of them that do well; for 
which he is to have his tribute, his cus
tom, his due.'" 

My guess is that George Fox would be 
very supportive of the ideas in William 
Hanson's article "Police Power for Peace.'' 
I think George Fox would also be sympa
thetic with Edmund Burke's famous state
ment: "All that is necessary for the triumph 
of evil is that good men do nothing." 

As for me, I pray for peace, and for the 
police and soldiers who risk their lives 
protecting me. 

fohn Spears 
Hopewell, N .J. 

justice is exactly what is called for, and that 
it is possible. We would encourage all Friends 
to read the book, and other current writings 
about the draconian situation in the Holy 
Land, and then make up their own minds. A 
visit would be even more convincing, if one 
goes with an open mind and heart attuned 
to all the people. 

Henry and Dorothy Gerner 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Continued on p. 44 
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L~~~!o~~ 
used that word. We called him eccentric, 
cantankerous, or rough around the edges. 
We tolerated his antics, certain that loving 
him was earning stars in our crowns. 
Though many in our meeting avoided 
him, I didn't have that luxury. I was 
Larry's pastor-the one who heard the 
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by 
James 

Mulholland 

complaints when others rubbed against 
his rough edges and got irritated. 

Though I always counseled patience, 
Larry annoyed me as much as anyone. He 
said what shouldn't be said, asked what 
shouldn't be asked, and pointed out what 
everyone else was trying to overlook. He 
was quick to offer his opinion even when 
no one was interested. He loved to be in 
the minority, to challenge the status quo, 
to oppose the pastor. If I said it was part
ly cloudy, he'd argue it was partly sunny. 
He never heard a sermon that couldn't 
be improved. 

Unfortunately (from my perspective), 
Larry was passionately committed to our 
meeting, showing up whenever the doors 
were open and unlocking them when 
they weren't. He seldom missed worship 
or an important meeting. He remained 
faithful even though his ideas were often 
ignored. He loved the meeting. 

H e wasn't as fond of me. I sometimes 
wondered if Larry, like Satan with Job, 
had been given permission by God to test 
and torment me. I found myself secretly 

hoping Larry would get frustrated and 
leave, but nothing I said or did could 
run him of£ He was not nearly as tight
lipped about his feelings toward me. He 
once said, "Pastors come and go. I was 

here before you and I'll be here after 
you're gone." 

I smiled and began to fantasize about 
doing Larry's funeral. H e was getting old 

and often spoke of wanting to die in his 
sleep. I thought it was a good idea. 

I considered him dead weight, an 
obstacle to growth and vitality. I 
was certain the meeting would 
be better off without him. We'd 

finally be free to be creative. 
One day, after Larry 

had been especially irri
tating, my wife was complaining about 
his behavior. Trying to be pastoral, I said, 
"We have to be patient. Larry is part of 
the body of Christ." 

james Mulholland, a pastor at Irvington 
Meeting in Indianapolis, Ind., is co-author, with 
Phil Gulley, o[If Grace Is True. 

My wife, ftusttated with Larry and with 
my pious posturing, replied, "I suppose 
even the body of Christ needs an a--hole." 

Though she may have meant her 
words as a curse, I found them a blessing. 
They helped me think differently about 
Larry. She was right. If we're serious about 
being the body of Christ, about being 
more than merely a pleasant social gath
ering, we have to expect to have every part 
of the body. 

Paul wrote, "The members of the body 
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
and those members of the body that we 
think less honorable we clothe with 
greater honor, and our less respectable 
members are treated with greater respect." 
(1 Cor. 12:22- 23) Could he have been 
thinking of someone like Larry? Was 
Larry really indispensable, to be treated 
with greater respect? 

Years later, I stumbled upon the work 
of Charlan Nemeth, a psychologist inter
ested in the factors involved in creativity, 
innovation, and problem solving. She 
challenged the assumption that creativity 
is a result of gathering the best and bright
est and seeking consensus. In Profiting 
.from Those U'ie Underestimate: Dissent and 
Innovation, she wrote, "Literally hundreds 
of studies show the power of majority 
views even when incorrect. People will 
abdicate the information even ftom their 
own senses ... and follow a majority view. 
Partly they do this because they believe 
that truth lives in numbers, but partly 
they conform because they fear rejection 
and dislike from maintaining a 'minority' 
or 'deviant' viewpoint." Apparently, Larry 
never developed this fear. He was more 
than willing to be the lone dissenter. He 
never understood our desire to be unified. 

!Jn most of religion, unity in 
thought and action is the goal. 
Dissension is seen as evil, even 
demonic. Orthodoxy is defend

ed and heresy must be destroyed. For 
most of human history, priests had the 
option of burning people like Larry at the 
stake. Remembering how aggravating 
Larry could be, I'm glad I never had such 
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power; it would have been too tempting. 
In our situation, for better or worse, we 
were stuck with Larry. 

I've begun to suspect it was for the bet
ter. Charlan Nemeth argues, "The ten
dency for people to exclude outsiders is 
part of a general tendency for people ... 
to seek 'similar' others and leads to a 
polarization of viewpoints. There is sub
stantial literature showing that discussion 
among 'like-minded' people leads to a 
polarization or exaggeration of their 
views. Thus, through interaction between 
similar others, you can get extreme views, 
ones held with great confidence and ones 
unlikely to shift with subtly changing 
characteristics." Without dissension, we 
become self-righteous and comfortable. 
Rather than becoming more vital and cre
ative, we become inflexible and arrogant. 

It is interesting that shortly after the 
Church gained political ascendancy in the 
Roman Empire, after the Bible had been 
canonized, and after Christian thought 
had been stiffly defined in creeds and dog
mas, Western Christianity entered a peri
od of time, the Dark Ages, where creativ
ity and innovation nearly disappeared. 
Though there were certainly other con
tributing factors, the brutal elimination of 
dissenters and heretics couldn't have 
helped matters. By silencing people like 
Larry, we mutilated our own body. Those 
parts we thought less honorable and less re
spectable turned out to be indispensable. 

Charlan Nemeth said, "My own 
research over the past 20 years is that 
minority views and, in particular, consis
tent minority dissent are extremely pow
erful correctives. They stem the likelihood 
of unreflective conformity. Even when 
wrong, a dissenter frees others from the 
power of the majority (J. S. Mill would 
say the 'tyranny' of the majority) and per
mits them to make more independent and 
correct judgments. Perhaps most impor
tantly, minority dissent actually stimulates 
people to think in more divergent ways 
and in more creative ways. . . . In other 
words, the value of the minority views are 
not simply that they may be correct; even 
when incorrect, they serve the detection 
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of truth and the quality of judgment." 
I have come to realize how valuable 

Larry was to our meeting. When he asked 
the questions no one should ask, we had 
to answer. When he said what no one else 
would say, we couldn't ignore the issue. 
When he pointed out what everyone 
wanted to overlook, we had to solve the 
problem. Even his persistent challenging 
of authority was helpful. He kept me hon
est, tempering the tendency of pastors to 
hoard power and to think our words, the 
final word. 

-ne is something else you 
ould know about Larry. H e 
d a good heart. Though pub-

1 y he could be disagreeable, 
privately he could be generous and com
passionate. He would often oppose me in 
meetings, but he was the first one at the 
hospital when my daughter was seriously 
ill. He made statements about blacks and 
gays that made me cringe, but was the first 
to greet such people when they came to 
worship. When I told him he'd offended 
someone in the meeting, he was always 
quick to go and apologize. He was gen
uinely surprised he'd hurt someone. Larry 
was caustic, but he never intended to be 
cruel. He told us the truth, as he under
stood it, in love. 

In another passage, Paul writes, "The 
whole body, joined and knit together by 
every ligament with which it is equipped, 
as each part is working properly, promotes 
the body's growth in building itself up in 

love." (Eph. 4: 16) It never occurred to me 
that Larry might be playing his proper 
role in the Church-that we were grow
ing because of Larry, not in spite of him. 
Would we have learned to love as well if 
we hadn't faced the challenge of loving 
Larry? Would we have been as creative if 
we hadn't been forced to address his con
cerns? Would we have been more unified 
if he were gone? 

I've often confused unity in thought 
and action with being unified in love. I've 
acted as if Jesus said, "Everyone will know 
you are my disciples, if you march lock
step into the future in perfect doctrinal 
unity." He actually said, "By this will 
everyone know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another." (John 
13:35) Eliminating the less lovable from 
our midst, though often tempting, con
tradicts the very genius of Christianity. 
We are not bound together primarily by 
belief or practice. We are bound by love. 
Only love made it possible for us to 
endure Larry. What I didn't appreciate 
before was that love also inspired Larry's 
patience with us. We must have frustrat
ed him with our obvious disdain. Yet his 
dedication never wavered. He once said, 
"If you ever close this meeting, I want to 
be the last one out the door." Larry taught 
me that dissension, when wrapped in loy
alty and love, is always a gift. 

Paul wrote, "There are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; and there are varieties 
of services, but the same Lord; and there 
are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who activates all of them in every
one." (1 Cor. 12:4-6) He then listed gifts 
like preaching, teaching, and healing, all 
admirable and necessary. What he neg
lected to mention was the gift of dis
sent-the gift of disputing sermons, chal
lenging teachings and doubting even the 
miraculous. Without this gift, all the 
other gifts can become distorted and per
verted. Dissension keeps us centered. 

In that same letter to the Corinthians, 
Paul wrote, "Indeed, there have to be fac
tions (Greek: hairesis) among you, for only 
so will it become clear who among you are 
genuine." (1 Cor. 11:19) He implies that 
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factions, heresies, and dissent are neces
sary ingredients in any healthy religious 
group, that without such division there is 
no hope of discerning the truth. 

Unfortunately, we too easily assume 
our faction is genuine and the others are 
false. We beg God to allow us to weed the 
garden, certain we can tell the wheat from 
the tares. Instead of enjoying the diversity 
of God's creation, we plow up the field 
and plant rows of identical seedlings. We 
resist the Spirit's persistence in bestowing 
the gift of dissent. It seldom occurs to us 
that it may not be an enemy raising up 
dissenting voices in our midst. Or that 
what the majority believes is not necessar
ily true. We forget that most of the 
prophetic voices in religious history were 
initially thought to be heretical. 

The prophetic writing of Judaism
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the minor 
prophets--document God's tenacity in 
raising voices of dissent. Isaiah began his 
critique of the political and religious pow
ers of his day with the words, "How the 
faithful city has become a whore." (Isa. 
1:21) He said what shouldn't be said. 
Ezekiel asked, "You shepherds of Israel 
who have been feeding yourselves! Should 
not the shepherds feed the sheep?" (Ezek. 
34:2) He asked what shouldn't be asked. 
Jeremiah was such an irritant that 
Malchiah, the king's son, had him thrown 
into a cistern. T his was Jeremiah's reward 
for pointing out what everyone wanted to 
overlook-the Chaldeans were about to 
conquer Jerusalem. Since we once inten
tionally held an important meeting when 
Larry was out of town, I won't be too eric
ical of Malchiah. 

T hese same writings also chronicle 
Israel's obstinacy. They consistently 
ignored, opposed, and silenced these voic
es. They thought these men false proph
ets. Only after these men were dead and 
gone did they realize the validity of their 
message. Though I applaud the honesty 
of including these words and stories in 
Judaism's holy writings, I marvel at how 
quickly people forget the point. We bless 
the dissenters of the past even as we curse 
and kill those in our midst. 

Jesus said, "You build the tombs of the 
prophets and decorate the graves of the 
righteous, and you say, 'If we had lived in 
the days of our ancestors, we would not 
have taken part with them in shedding 
the blood of the prophets.' Thus you tes
tifY against yourselves that you are the 
descendents of those who murdered the 
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prophets." (Matt. 23:29- 31) I doubt the 
religious leaders Jesus was addressing 
appreciated his candor. No wonder they 
wanted to kill him. 

j esus had many gifts-preaching, 
teaching, and healing- but it 
was the gift of dissent that got 
him in trouble. His primary 

offense was thinking differently. He said 
what shouldn't be said, that tax collectors 
and prostitutes were entering the king
dom of God before the religiously pure. 
He asked what shouldn't be asked, why 
they looked for a speck in the eye of their 
opponents while ignoring the plank in 
their own. He pointed out what everyone 
else was trying to overlook, that the solu
tions to their problems would be found 
not in a political or military revolution, 
but within each of them. In the end, the 
political and religious leaders of his day 
grew irritated and arrested him. He was 
accused of blasphemy, of violating the 
accepted religious practices of his day, and 
of inciting rebellion. He was condemned 
and killed. 

Many modern Christians find his cru
cifooon perplexing. How could people 
kill such an innocent man? Many seem 
confident they would have heard Jesus' 
message, become his disciple, and stood 
faithfully at the foot of the cross. We pre
tend to be more responsive to the gift of 
dissent than people were in Jesus' time. 
But persecuting the prophets has long 
been a human hobby. Jesus was not com
pletely innocent. He was guilty of being 
a heretic. 

We don't like to think of Jesus as a 
heretic, but he was. He thought different
ly than many of his peers, and his follow
ers shared his heresy. When Paul was 
dragged before Felix, the Roman gover-

nor, his accusers said, "We have, in fact, 
found this man a pestilent fellow, an 
agitator among all the Jews throughout 
the world, and a ringleader of the heresy 
of the Nazarenes." (Acts 24:5) They con
sidered Paul a dissident who was promot
ing a heresy. 

Christianity has tried to obscure this 
reality. Most Biblical interpreters have 
translated the Greek word hairesis in this 
text as "sect," making Paul a ringleader of 
the sect of the Nazarenes. Scholars defend 
this translation as appropriate since, in the 
1st century, heresy didn't carry all the neg
ative connotations of today. It carne from 
the root word meaning "to choose," with 
a heretic being a person who chose to 
believe a certain idea. Regardless, in the 
passage above, Paul's accusers hardly seem 
neutral in their assessment of Jesus' teach
ing or followers. Jesus was a troublemak
er, and so was Paul. 

Paul was certainly willing to use heresy 
as a negative term when he encountered 
his own troublemakers. In the letter to the 
Galatians, where Paul is listing the works 
of the flesh, the word hairesis is included 
and usually translated as heresy. Paul was 
doing precisely what many interpreters 
have done-suggesting heresy was nega
tive only when others were the dissenters. 
We are a sect and they are heretics. We 
define heresy. We are always orthodox. 

Such a conclusion confirms a com
mon, unfortunate maxim: history is writ
ten by the victors. Until recently, most of 
what we've known about the views of 
early Christian dissidents was from their 
orthodox critics. Basing our views about 
them on such sources is like judging 
the Republicans by the opinions of the 
Democrats, or vice versa. It's neither fair 
nor accurate. 

Bart Ehrman, in his book Lost 
Christianities: The Battle for Scriptures 
and the Faiths we Never Knew, notes how 
Epiphanius, a 4th-century Church father, 
accused the Plibionites, a Gnostic group, 
of bizarre sexual perversions, ritualistic 
orgies, and eating fetuses. For centuries, 
people assumed the worst of the Plibion
ites. Many modern scholars believe this 
was probably orthodox propaganda- a 
nice way of saying Epiphanius lied . 
Ehrman writes, "Gnostics were consis
tently attacked by orthodox Christians as 
sexually perverse, not because they actual
ly were perverse but because they were 
the enemy." Unfortunately, Epiphanius's 
words remain and the testimony of the 
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did-it didn't include the dive;gent or 
critical voices in its holy writings. It 
burned both the heretics and their words. 
Athanasius, the Bishop of Alexandria in 
367, not only proclaimed which Christ
ian writings were orthodox, but ordered 
the destruction of every writing that dis
sented. If not for the courage of some 
unknown Egyptian monks who buried 
many of these sacred writings, and the 
recent discovery of these writings at Nag 
Hammadi, we wouldn't fully appreciate 
the diversity of early Christianity. The les
son of those writings is that the early 
Church had many dissenting voices. 

Christian history is not the tale of 
a compelling truth that won the 
day. Orthodoxy is the result of a 
far more complicated process, 

where power politics was as common as 
theological discussion. Historian Richard 
Rubenstien, in When jesus Became God: 
The Struggle to Define Christianity during 
the Last Days of Rome, notes, "Athanasius, 
a future saint and uninhibited faction 
fighter, had his opponents excommunicat
ed and anathematized, beaten and intim
idated, kidnapped, imprisoned, and ex
iled to distant provinces." In fairness, his 
Arian opponents were equally intolerant. 

This is not to imply that orthodox 
thought is false and heresy 
is to be admired and adopt- ~ 
ed. Athanasius may have~ 
been right. It was his 
mitude rowan! his 'S:l.,.\ ...__ 
opponents that was ~ ~-="" 
wrong. He mod- \ ~ r 

;-, 

.. -·~ -, ··---
endures today. Those who disagree with 
us are pawns of Satan. With our empha
sis on right belief, we don't allow the gift 
of dissent to flourish. 

Elaine Pagels, in Beyond Belief The 
Secret Gospel ofThomas, quotes Tertullian, 
another early Christian leader: "When
ever they [heretics] hit upon something 
new, they immediately call their audacity 
a spiritual gift-no unity, only diversity! 
And so we see clearly that most of them 
disagree with one another, since they are 
willing to say-and even sincerely--of 
certain points, 'This is not so,' and 'I take 
this to mean something different,' and 'I 
do not accept that."' Tertullian described 
this activity-what the psychologist 
Charlan Nemeth considers a creative dis
cernment process-as unnecessary and 
evil. Tertullian thought there was no need 
for further questioning when we had all 
the proper answers. Ironically, he ended 
his life by dissenting with the leaders in 
Rome and being labeled a heretic himsel£ 

I can identify with Tertullian. Having 
been raised in conservative, evangelical 
Christianity, I spent my childhood con
vinced that my sole task was to memorize 
the truth, not to seek it. The Bible, rather 
than being the culmination of a long and 
divisive theological battle, was the Word 

- ~~; - ~~y -- -~ - -· --r - ·------ --· --·---- --
was through the Church alone- and by 
the Church we meant our own sect. I 
grew up knowing there were some things 
you didn't say, some questions you didn't 
ask, and some problems you were encour
aged to overlook. 

You didn't say non-Christians could be 
saved. You didn't ask why Mohandas 
Gandhi, a man who lived the way ofJesus 
better than most, was burning in hell. You 
didn't struggle with the justice of millions 
of sincere men and women being con
demned for faithfully following another 
religious faith. Eventually, after many 
years of working to be orthodox, I found 
myself saying, "This is not so," "I take this 
to mean something different," and "I do 
not accept that." Like Tertullian, I found 
myself, once a defender of orthodoxy, 
being called a heretic. 

I still remember the first time someone 
called me that. I'd preached a sermon on 
the salvation of all people. I'd discovered 
that many of the divergent voices in the 
early Church had believed God would 
save everyone, even the Devil. Indeed, 
there is considerable evidence that in 
some places universal salvation was the 
orthodox view. I'd reexamined what the 
Bible said about hell, eternal damnation, 
and the will of God. I'd found hints of a 
more universal hope for the creation. 

Continued on page 42 
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Illiteracy 
by Henry J. Cadbury 

W 
have heard a good deal of 

ace about our theological 
lliceracy as Friends, and 
we are likely co hear a good 

deal more. The following observations are 
intended to couch upon only a part of the 
subject. One reason for the present inter
esc is undoubtedly the contacts by some 
Friends in the ecumenical movement 
with theologically minded folks in ocher 
churches. Regret is expressed chat Friends 
are so few of them qualified to understand 
the chinking of ocher Christians. 

Highly trained theologians in the 
Society were, of course, for centuries 
almost nonexistent. In the first genera
cion, when all Friends were convinced and 
none birthright, some university-trained 
scholars joined the Society, like George 
Keith (Aberdeen), Robert Barclay (Paris), 
and Wuliam Penn (Oxford, Saumur), and 
brought their education into the service of 
Quakerism. Except for sporadic educated 
converts from ocher churches and born 
Friends who applied themselves co 
become self-made theologians, like Joseph 
John Gurney, whole generations of 
Friends were without benefit of the infor
mation available co the trained clergy. 
Fox's warning against studying for the 
ministry was literally followed. 

The Present Century 
In the present [20th] century the tide 

has turned. At least a scattering of Friends 
have been exposed co some features of 
technical theology. Probably they have no 
corresponding equals in any generation 
except the first. I have sometimes engaged 
in the pastime of drawing up on paper an 
all-Quaker theological faculty from chis 

Henry J Cadbury {1883-1974), a biblical 
scholar and peace activist, taught at Haverford 
and Bryn Mawr Colleges and Harvard 
Univmity, and served on the committee that 
clevekJped the Revised Staruktrd Vernon of the 
Bible. This is the unrevised text of an article that 
appeared originaU.y in W,L !, No. 1 ofFRIENDS 
j OURNAL on july 2, 1955. 
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country, much as sports writers select 
what they call an ''All-American" football 
team. We have had of late scholars ade
quate to hold the teaching berths neces
sary in a well-balanced faculty of religion. 
On this level Quakerism is not complete
ly deficient. I was surprised not long ago 
in trying to assess the indebtedness of the 
Society to one of America's centers of reli
gious training to discover what Friends 
had secured from a single institution (Har
vard) graduate education with degrees. 
The List included Rufus M. Jones, How
ard Brinton, Douglas Steere, Clarence 
Pickett, Elton Trueblood, Thomas R 
Kelly, Moses Brown, and others. 

The complaint of our theological illit
eracy is leveled probably not against such 
persons but against the generality of our 
members. There is a feeling that in some 
quarters we are altogether too indifferent 
to the logical expression of religion. We 
are hazy about the cardinal doctrines of 
historic Christianity. We are satisfied with 
reliance on a way of life rather than a way 
of thinking. We are content to follow 
Fox's admonition, "Let your lives speak." 

An Unfortunate 
Confusion 

Those who stress theology and those 
who do not both tend to identify it with 
a certain set of doctrines, the former to 
urge both understanding of them and 
conformity to them, the latter to fear all 
theology as dogmatic and ultraconserva
tive. This confusion is unfortunate. 
Theology is not any one set of interpreta
tions, no matter how "sound" or biblical. 
It is every intelligent and faithful attempt 
to phrase a form of belie£ It need not be 
identified with traditional orthodox 
views. Indeed, the less orthodox views 
need quite as much a careful reasoned 
statement in order that they may be test
ed. The first Christians formulated their 
beliefs precisely in the areas where they 
differed from their religious predecessors, 
and so did the first Friends. Robert 
Barclay explained that he did not in his 
writings attempt to deal with ideas or 
practices which Friends shared with 
Christians generally. But now many per
sons seem to identify theology with the 
general Christian faith, as though it was 
once for all delivered to the saints. 

Fresh Interpretation 
Yet religious experience is not a static 
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thing. It needs to be freshly interpreted. 
That interpretation, no matter how 
unconventional, is as much theology as 
are the formulas of the past. All of us are 
called upon to give the reasons for the 
faith that is in us. If we vary, if, like the 
New Testament writers, we express our
selves in individual terms, that will only 
make richer the facilities for others who 
try to penetrate to the truth as revealed to 
them. Like New Testament writers we 
may feel called upon to interpret experi
ences in terms particularly contemporary 
to ourselves. 

Dangers of Theologizing 
Theologizing has, of course, its dan

gers. It has been in the past a major source 
of unconstructive religious controversy, 
and it can be so again. Too easily does one 
come to feel that one's way of construct
ing experience is the true way, and all oth
ers false. The fallacy that if x is right, y is 
wrong, and similarly that if x is wrong, y 
is right is recognized by logically minded 
persons ofrener than by theologically 
minded ones. 

Theologizing is sometimes an escape 
from other religious values. A crystallized 
theology deadens sensitiveness to the new 
appreciation of truths old and new. Only 
too often it is head knowledge, what Fox 
called "notions," divorced from the com
mitment of the person to the whole of the 
Gospel. As Barclay said (Apology, xi. 7), 
"Though thousands should be convinced 
in their understanding of all the truths we 
maintain, yet if they are not sensible of 
inward life and their souls not changed 
from unrighteousness to righteousness 
they could add nothing to us." 

I have referred to Keith and Barclay, 
two outstanding Scotch Quaker theolog
icals of the first period. Keith's career is 
well known. He ended by tearing down 
the very Quakerism he once faithfully 
built up. Robert Barclay with all his excel
lencies as a Quaker apologist has seemed 
to more than one type of present-day 
Friend to have oudived part of his useful
ness because his way of explaining 
Quakerism is not relevant to the thought 
world of our time. 

American Friends 
Turning to American Friends, I may 

mention Anthony Benezet and John 
Woolman. The former in one of his note-
books wrote: · 

I know some think great advantage will 
arise from people's having what are called right 
ideas of God; and that those opinions are pro
ductive of much tenderness and charity in the 
minds of those who adopt them. But has this 
indeed been the case? Have the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ been more apparent in 
those who have been zealous advocates for this 
opinion than in other people? Ideas, however 
exalted they may appear, except impressed on 
the mind by truth, are still but bare ideas, and 
can have no influence in subduing that love of 
the world, that carnality of mind, that obdu
racy of heart, and, principally, that poisonous 
idolatry of self, so apt under one subtle form 
or another to insinuate itself even into the 
hearts of such as have already made some good 
advances in religion. 

John Woolman's journal is widely 
admired today by several types of persons 
within and without the Society of Friends. 
How its lack of theology was complained 
of a century ago is told by J.G. Whittier 
in the introduction co his edition: 

In the preface to an English edition, pub
lished some years ago, it is intimated that 
objections had been raised to the journal on 
the ground that it had so little to say of doc
trines and so much of duties. One may easily 
understand that this objection might have 
been forcibly felt by the slaveholding religious 
professors of his day, and that it may still be 
entertained by a class of persons who, like 
Cabalists, attach a certain mystical signifi
cance to words, names and titles, and who, in 
consequence, question the piety which hesi
tates to flatter the Divine ear by "vain repeti
tions" and formal enumeration of sacred 
attributes, dignities and offices . .. . However, 
the intellect may criticize such a life, whatev
er defects it may present to the trained eyes of 
theological adepts, the heart has no questions 
to ask, but at once owns and reveres it. 

Half a century after Woolman and 
Benezet came the Orthodox-Hicksite sep
aration. Some interpreters of that event 
attribute it to too much theology; some, 
to too litde. If similar defects are not to 
occur in future Quakerism, it may 
depend upon the right stressing and lim
iting of theological emphasis. Neither 
extreme can ignore the largely unex
pressed trends in current Quakerism, 
both for and against the reversion of 
Friends from theological illiteracy. 0 
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THE BIBLE 
and SAME-SEX RElATIONSHIPS 
by Catherine Griffith 

W: Quakers have been wrestling 
with the issue of same-sex rela
tionships for some time, at 

least since Alastair Heron and others put 
together Towards a Quaker View of Sex in 
the early 1960s. While some of us fmd 
affumation of such relationships relative
ly straightforward, some of us believe such 
relationships go against the teachings of 
Scripture and cannot find clearness to 
affirm them. The biblical teachings at 
issue are a half-dozen passages: Genesis 
19, Leviticus 18 and 20, 1 Corinthians 6, 
Romans 1, and 1 T rmothy 1. I will look 
at each one in some detail. 

Genesis 19 
The 19th chapter of Genesis occurs in 

the context of the story of Abraham and 
Sarah. According to Gen. 12- 18, the 
family, including Abraham's nephew Lot, 
had left its homeland of Ur to go to 
Canaan. Eventually Lot and Abraham 
separated, with Lot choosing the well
watered plain that included the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, towns with a rep
utation for sinfulness. 

Chapter 19 tells a strange story. Angels 
visited Sodom and plarmed to spend the 
night in the town square, but Lot insisted 
that they stay with him. Before the house
hold retired for the night, men of the 
town surrounded the house and demand
ed the visitors for sex. In an effort to pro
tect the visitors and calm the townsmen, 
Lot went outside and offered his two vir
gin daughters. The men were furious and 
were about to assault Lot when the angels 
snatched him back into the house and 
blinded the townsmen. The angels told 
Lot that God was going to destroy Sodom 
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Meeting. She is a member ofValley Mills (Ind.) 
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Current(y she attends Charlottesville (Va.) Meet
ing. She recent(y received a PhD degree in Reli
gious Ethics from University ofVirginia. 
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and urged him to gather his family and 
escape. His daughters' fiances refused to 
leave, so in the morning, the angels led 
Lot and his wife and daughters out of 
town and told them to run for the moun
tains and not look back. Burning sulfur 
rained onto Sodom and Gomorrah, 
destroying the entire area. Lot's wife 
looked back and turned into a pillar of 
salt. Lot and his daughters ended up liv
ing in a cave in the mountains, and the 
daughters, seeing how isolated they were, 
got their father drunk and had sex with 
him to preserve the family line and so 
established two nations. 

T hose who claim this passage makes a 
clear moral judgment against same-sex 
relationships say that the men of the town 
were homosexuals and that God de
stroyed the cities because of their behav
ior, but many find this claim less than con
vincing. For one thing, given the father's 
treatment of his daughters and their incest 
with him, this chapter is an odd choice on 
which to build a sexual ethic. To use Gen
esis 19 as the basis for condemning homo
sexual behavior would seem also to accept 
the values represented by Lot's offer of his 
daughters for rape and the daughters' 
decision to get their father drunk and 
have sex with him in order to secure their 
future. We might want to think twice 
before accepting such a course. 

For another thing, Luke 10:10-13 
indicates that Jesus said the moral judg
ment in Genesis 19 is against the sin of 
inhospitality, and Ezekiel 16:49-50 main
tains that God destroyed the cities for 
arrogance, decadence, and complacency. 
So, evidence from elsewhere in the Bible 
suggests that the moral of the story has 
nothing to do with homosexuality. 

Some see a sexual theme in the story 
but argue that it condemns gang rape 
rather than marriage-like same-sex rela
tionships. Evidence for this view is found 
in a parallel story in Judges 19, in which 
an Israelite priest traveling with his con
cubine has difficulty finding hospitality 

in an area inhabited by Israelites, but a 
foreigner offers him a place to stay. As in 
Genesis 19, men of the town demand 
the visitor (the priest) for sex, and the 
host offers his daughter instead; but here 
the priest gives the men his concubine, 
whom the men rape throughout the 
night and leave on the doorstep. In the 
morning, the priest finds his dead concu
bine, takes her body home in disgust, dis
members it and sends a piece to each of 
the 12 tribes oflsrael. They send troops to 
exact retribution, and the people and 
towns of the area are destroyed. Again, 
this would be a strange story on which to 
build a sexual ethic, and no one interprets 
this story as teaching against heterosexual 
relationships. 

To insist that Genesis 19 reflects divine 
judgment about same-sex relationships is 
to ignore evidence that the story teaches 
important lessons about showing hospi
tality to strangers, treating vulnerable 
members of society with justice, and 
renouncing forced sex. It would also 
ignore the relevance of the parallel text: 
if Genesis 19 condemned homosexual 
relationships, Judges 19 would condemn 
heterosexual relationships. 

Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13 

In the New Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible, Lev. 18:22 reads, "You shall 
not lie with a male as with a woman; it is 
an abomination." Lev. 20:13 says, "If a 
man lies with a male as with a woman, 
both of them have committed an abomi
nation. They shall be put to death; their 
blood is upon them." The context here is 
the Holiness Code, ancient texts that 
explain how the people of Israel are to be 
holy, set apart both for God and from 
other nations. Among other concerns, it 
tells the people how to deal with pollut
ing emissions of semen and menstrual 
blood and also urges the Israelites to avoid 
the practices of neighboring nations, 
including worship of foreign gods. 
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To INSIST THAT GENESIS 19 
REFLECTS DIVINE JUDGMENT 

ABOUT SAME-SEX 

RELATIONSHIPS IS TO IGNORE 

EVIDENCE THAT THE STORY 

TEACHES IMPORTANT LESSONS 

ABOUT SHOWING 

HOSPITALITY TO STRANGERS, 

TREATING VULNERABLE 

MEMBERS OF SOCIETY WITH 

JUSTICE, AND RENOUNCING 

FORCED SEX. 

The two verses we're looking at seem to 
condemn homosexual behavior clearly 
and harshly. They would add strong sup
port for the case against the moral validi
ty of same-sex relationships except for a 
number of factors. They say nothing 
about same-sex acts between women, and 
most Christians do not follow Leviticus's 
other rules such as those that prohibit 
mixing fibers in clothing. Further, to put 
the recommended penalty in perspective, 
Lev. 20:9 advocates the execution of chil
dren who curse their parents. 

Also, the meaning of the Hebrew word 
translated "abomination," though not 
dear, is often associated with idolatry or 
that which is foreign. The use of "abomi
nation" combined with the context indi
cates that the verses condemn male same
sex acts because of concerns about reli
gious purity: such acts involve a bodily 
emission, are attributed to people of other 
nations, and are associated with worship 
of other gods. 

In addition, some have argued that the 
authors of Leviticus believed that male 
same-sex relations disturb the hierarchy of 
the created order because in them a man 
treats another man like a woman by being 
"active" and making the other "passive," 
by penetrating one who is meant to be a 
penetrator. According to this interpreta
cion of these passages, sexual relations 
between men reduce some males to the 
role of females, and holiness meant keep
ing the hierarchy intact by treating men as 
men and women as women. 
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For us to accept Leviticus as morally 
binding against sexual relationships 
between men would require us to provide 
a supponable account of why we should 
follow this but not other of Leviticus's 
rules, especially since we share neither its 
concern about this kind of religious puri
ty nor its view of sex as requiring a hierar
chical relationship. 

I Corinthians 6:9--IO and 
I Timothy I:9-II 

The verses cited in opposition to same
sex relationships from 1 Corinthians and 
1 Timothy have much in common. Both 
are found in Pauline letters, and both 
include similar lists of undesirable behav
iors. In the NRSV, 1 Cor. 6:9-10 reads, 
"Do you not know that wrongdoers will 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived! Fornicators, idolaters, adul
terers, male prostitutes, sodomites, thieves, 
the greedy, drunkards, revilers, robbers
none of these will inherit the kingdom of 
God." Here the message is that persons in 
the congregation at Corinth used to do 
these kinds of things, but, as followers of 
Jesus, do so no longer. 1 Tun. 1:9-11 says, 
"the law is laid down not for the innocent 
but for the lawless and disobedient, for 
the godless and sinful, for the unholy and 
profane, for those who kill their father or 
mother, for murderers, fornicators, 
sodomites, slave traders, liars, perjurers, 
and whatever else is contrary to the sound 
teaching that conforms to the glorious 
gospel.. .. " The emphasis here is that 
Christians may use Jewish law when it 
coincides with the gospel. 

The Greek word translated "male pros
titutes" in 1 Corinthians literally means 
"soft." Biblical scholars say that the word 
in ancient texts referred to luxurious 
clothing, rich and delicate food, a gentle 
breeze or, when used to condemn 
immorality, to faults associated with 
effeminacy such as being weak, lazy, lust
ful, decadent, or cowardly. It had no rela
tion to the sex of a man's preferred sexual 
partner, and using this reasoning to con
demn same-sex relationships would mean 
accepting the negative view of women 
that the ancient term implies. 

The Greek word translated "sodom
ites" in both of these passages is a relative
ly rare term whose meaning is unclear; it 
might have referred to a man who uses 
male prostitutes or a man who has sex with 
boys. It probably didn't mean two adult 

SoME HAVE PROPOSED 

MORE CONSTRUCTIVE 

APPROACHES TO THE 

DEBATE ON BIBLICAL 

GROUNDS. Acrs 1o-15, 

WHICH TELLS HOW 

GENTILES CAME TO BE 

INCLUDED IN THE 

0EWISH) CHRISTIAN 

COMMUNITY, MIGHT 

OFFER PRECEDENTS 

AND GUIDANCE FOR 

INCLUDING HOMOSEXUAL 

PERSONS IN CHRISTIAN 

FELLOWSHIP. 

men in a committed relationship and so 
has little if any relevance to today's issue. 

Romans I 

The first chapter of Romans talks 
about what happens when people reject 
what they know about the Creator to fol
low the path of idolatry. In this context, it 
calls lust and sexual acts between two 
women and two men "unnatural." Some 
maintain that if such acts are unnatural, 
they must be seriously wrong. 

Many counterarguments focus on 
what unnatural means. Some say that 
homosexual acts are unnatural for hetero
sexual but not for homosexual people. 
Others note that the Greek phrase usual
ly translated as "unnatural" more accu
rately means "beyond nature," indicating 
that the problem the passage identifies has 
to do with people whose sexual appetites 
were insatiable and so sought out new and 
different sexual experiences-that the 
issue is excessive lust rather than choice of 
partner. Still others point out that Rom. 
11 :24 says God acted unnaturally when 
grafting Gentiles onto the Jewish olive 
tree; unnatural, then, does not mean 
morally wrong. Also, 1 Cor. 11:2-16 says 
that long hair for women and shon hair 
for men are natural, so that the concept of 

naturalness reflects cultural expectations, 
including patriarchal notions of relations 
between the sexes. Bernadette Brooten, in 
Love Between WOmen, argued that "unnat
ural" in the era of early Christianity 
reflected a concept of sexual acts as neces
sarily involving one active and one passive 
person based on social standing, with 
adult men the active sexual partners and 
boys, male slaves, and females of any age 
(whether slave or free) the passive sexual 
parmer; thus, unnatural sexual acts dis
rupt the social order. None of these con
cepts of naturalness requires us to con
demn same-sex relationships. 

In addition, following right on the 
heels of the passage about how wicked 
people have become, Rom. 2:1-4 asserts 
that those who pass judgment on others 
are showing contempt for God's kindness 
toward them, since they have also been 
wicked. This counsel might give one 
pause before using Romans 1 to justifY 
condemnation of same-sex behavior. 

Where does that leave us? Many who 
consider the Bible authoritative find what 
is put forth as the biblical case against 
homosexuality less than convincing. Even 
some who argue against the moral validi
ty of same-sex relationships concede that 
the Bible does not deal with the issues 
central to the contemporary debate: the 
concept of sexual orientation and the pos
sibility of marriage-like relationships 
between two people of the same sex. 

As a result, some have proposed more 
constructive approaches to the debate on 
biblical grounds. For example, Luke 
Johnson, Jeffrey Siker, and Stephen Fowl 
have suggested that Acts 10-15, which 
tells how Gentiles came to be included in 
the Qewish) Christian community, might 
offer precedents and guidance for includ
ing homosexual persons in Christian fel
lowship. In this passage, the apostle Peter's 
wimess to God's blessing on Cornelius (a 
Roman army officer), coupled with the 
experiences of Paul and Barnabas among 
Greek people who decided to follow Jesus, 
resulted in finding clearness to include 
non-Jewish people into the Christian 
community without requiring them to 
become Jewish. (See Luke Johnson, Scrip
ture and Discernment; Jeffrey Siker, 
"Homosexuals, the Bible and Gentile 
Inclusion," Theology Today, July 1994; 
Stephen Fowl, Engaging the Scripture.) In 

Continued on page 43 
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Mornings: a snow-thick dooryard. 
Sound-as MUky Ways crumbling 
In whispers, a million, a miHion more. 

Reverence: stopping, standing, watching. 
Leaning on shovel handles, Hstening. 
Mothers in thick sweaters, on porches, 
Fold their arms. They watch, Osten. 
Old men at bam doors, garages, 
Stand, booted, gloved-listening. 
A dog barks down in the hollow, 
Wondering, confused. Listens, waits, 
Barks; his questions go unanswered. 

Laboring: blood charges veins. 
Boys stamp feet, leaning 
Over rusty pickups that stutter, stall. 
Shovelers scrape, lift, heave. 
At last, sodden, shins prickling, 
Defeated, cheeks cold-roughened, 
We go in. Enough for now. At the window 
We watch snow filling our tracks. 

Night: time to shovel while snow rests, 
Sleeps softly in its blue bed. 
Wind in the pines breathes darkly 
In quarter moonlight, sprinkling snow. 
Night clears the darkness overhead. 
We know these stars we shine among. 
Silent, we listen to a night's psalms 
Shoveling brought us forth to hear. 
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Louise van Keuron lives in 
Chalk Hill, Pa., and attends 
Monongalia Meeting in 
Morgantown, W.V. 
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Wit1~ o-f See f 
by Michael Resman 

s monilisogo, 
my spiritual path led me to an 
operating table where I donat
ed a kidney to a recipient who 
was unknown to me. To get 
there, I had to learn a number 
of spiritual truths, and I came 
to understand the Quaker 1 principle of hearing God's 

~ call, and then responding. 
't About 12 years ago, I had 
~ an epiphany experience at a 
~ time of emotional and spiritu
~ al crises. During a meeting for 
~ worship, in response to my 
j demand for understanding, I 
. ~ was lifted to heaven and was 
~ fully in the presence of God. 
~ By the clock, the duration of 
~ the experience was only min
§ utes; but it continues to rever
-~ berate in my soul. I continue 
·;:; to have visions, when they 
~ serve God's purpose, and 
-.:; occasionally I hear the voice of 
-~ God. For a while I thought I 
C) was going crazy, and was cer

tain that others would think 
so. How strange that this same process 
would lead to an organ donation, where 
part of the evaluation process certified me 
as mentally healthy. 

Just over a year ago, two people came 
to Mayo Clinic to donate kidneys. Since 
several attenders of my meeting had con-

MichaeL Resman is a member of the Rochester 
{Minn.} Meeting. He t:knated a kidney during 
the summer of 2004. For more information 
about Living organ t:knation, contact <www. Liv
ingt:knor. orp. 
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nections with them, we had a meeting for 
healing with them two days after their 
donations. I asked whether they wanted 
to pray with me afterwards, and the 
woman who had donated did so, her 
hands resting on mine. With my spiritual 
eyes, I saw her with wings as an angel. I 
was awed and shared this vision with her, 
and I pondered it for days. While in 
prayer, I saw Friends in my meeting, and 
each of them had wings. Looking further, 
I saw that all people have wings. We are 
all earthly angels. Our highest calling is to 

be agents of God's mercy. 
As Quakers, we understand that our 

task is to figure out what God wants us to 
do, and then proceed. Some would pro
test that they are not worthy, or able, to 
carry out some big undertaking. But mercy 
can be as small as smiling at a stranger, 
acknowledging store clerks by looking 
them in the eye, or remembering some
one's name. God has work for all of us. 

I prayed for clearness about whether I 
should donate a kidney. The message I got 
back was yes. Nationally, 60,000 people 
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mng transplants. 1n .lUUj, almost o,uuu 
people on the waiting lists died. Kidney 
donations do not shonen the donor's life 
expectancy; and kidney transplant success 
rates at Mayo Clinic are as 
high as 98 percent, with 

due to the exact matches required. Many 
people are willing to donate organs to a 
relative, but very few have donated organs 
anonymously-only about 300 kidneys 

nationally. I reexam
ined the truth I had 

kidney transplants lasting 
15-20 years on average. 

I contacted the clinic and 
found my way to the trans
plant center. A transplant 
coordinator interviewed me. 
She outlined the process, 
emphasized risks, and clari
fied that I would not 
meet-and would be told 
little about-the recipient. 
Some months later, if both 
parties agreed, we could 
meet. I would not be com
pensated in any way. I later 
learned that there is an 
underground market where 
people buy and sell kidneys. 
This is illegal, and medical 
facilities work to screen out 
these interactions. 

-r ~ W' t{!~ t{! 

e~.Y + ttl+ ~~r 
a~Lrf 

learned, that we are all 
one. In prayer I had 
been shown that we 
all exist before we are 
born, living together 
in God's heart. Unlike 
our earthly existence 
where we are largely 
blind and uncompre
hending, in heaven 
we see and under
stand. What affects 
one soul affects all 
others. Thus, there is 
no separation be
tween "us" and 
"them," or between 
"you" and "me." We 
are all one. I am not 
only my brother's 
keeper, I am my 
brother and sister. 
When a child dies 
from lack of food, 
pan of me dies. 

pwp-fr 
w--tUJ~~ fm-
k~-Y. 

s W'tV~ baw-ttt 
When the coordinator 

was satisfied that my 
motives were appropriate, I 
was scheduled for several 
days of evaluations-blood 
pressure, cardiac function, 
kidney function, mental 
health, and an MRI to make 
sure that I had two kidneys. 
I came to see that the trans
plant teams comprised two 
cooperating groups. One 
was working with people 

tc- -wvt{;t e~~+. 
SlrWVfc-ffvty 

I was told that 
there was a list at 
Mayo Clinic of peo
ple waiting for kid
neys who could not 
accept a cadaver kid
ney because of their 
medical conditions. 

u " wve 

experiencing organ failure, 
keeping them healthy and 
supporting them after they 
received an organ. I was 
working with the other group, which con
centrated on making sure that the donor's 
health was being cared for. I absolutely 
had the feeling that the staff were caring 
for me. 

I work for a public school system, and 
so the surgery would have to take place in 
the summer. Donors are typically off 
work for three to six weeks. We ran out of 
time during the summer of2003, and we 
put the process on hold. 

During the winter, I again questioned 
what I was doing. I reflected on the large 
number of people who donate blood. A 
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They had to receive a 
kidney from a live 
donor. If a donor 
wasn't available, they 
were out of luck. I 

was drawn to that list. Some other "me" 
was waiting. 

On the day of my surgery, I had hoped 
that I could be in some deeply centered 
state. I walked the eight blocks from my 
house to the hospital, and was disap
pointed to discover that I was simply 
"me." I was continually distracted by bird 
songs and architectural details, cracks in 
the sidewalk, and anything else that 
appeared. I didn't feel particularly spiritu
al or centered. I came to understand, how
ever, that this was enough. What was 
required of me was to hear God's call, 

comforted. 
Just before they put me under, I 

thanked the surgical team. I told them 
that I was trying to do something spiritu
al, and that they were helping me carry it 
out. They had been chattering, but 
became very quiet. Three hours later I 
opened my eyes to see my recovery nurse 
standing over me and smiling. She is a 
dear friend from my meeting, and it felt 
very tender to be in her care. 

I was euphoric enough on the first day 
to carry myself through. I needed very lit
tle pain medication, and was able to lie 
back and be largely helpless and hurting. 
The second day, I wasn't afraid of my pain 
or trying to fight against it, but was 
fatigued. Throughout my hospital stay, I 
was surprised by how personal my care 
was. All the nurses connected with me as 
a person, with their eyes and attention. 
Even the doctors did this. I expected high
quality care; I didn't anticipate their readi
ness to form human, caring bonds with 
their patients. 

I left the hospital on the third day with 
a catheter in place-which sometimes is 
required, especially with older men. It 
wasn't part of my expectation. Over the 
next two days I reflected that I had 
entered this with faith that God would 
care for me-but that didn't mean that 
things would come out the way I wanted 
them. My assurance was in God's pres
ence and love, and that all things would 
eventually be for good. I'm rid of the 
catheter now, and have recovered. I 
haven't taken any pain medication since 
the first four days, and have been able to 
spend time at my woodcarving bench. 

The recipient is doing well, and my 
kidney is functioning for him. I am writ
ing this before we meet. He is interested 
in getting together, and I look forward 
to developing some type of relationship 
with him. 

Outcomes, however, weren't the focus 
of my actions. I had no control over how 
either surgery or recovery would turn out. 
I had to have enough faith to put those 
entirely in God's hands. I had to stay 
focused on how I was led, and following 
that leading. 

I haven't learned anything earth
shattering during the last months, nor 
have I been given any great spiritual gift
except the simple joy that comes with say
ing, "Here I am, God, take me." 0 
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V II \_ C Ql I U to duty-both retired on psychological 
disabilities. A third county officer retired 

C 
1rty on psychological disability some time 

0 m m U n 1 later, citing this incident as a l~ge p:rrt 
1 of the stress that was prevenung him 

from continuing as a police officer. 

B 
1 I d 1 Two of the city officers who participated 

U I I ng also applied for disability retirement, 
although I never heard the outcomes of 
their cases. So let's take the ended careers, 

R disrupted lives, and ongoing anguish of 

eace these police officers and their families, 
and add it to the two dead young men 

L ate one night in Match 2001, in 
Hackensack, New Jersey, two young 
men-reputed gangsters and lifelong 
buddies--got into an argument. One shot 
the other dead. 

The next night, at about the same 
time, the survivor stood in the street in 
front of the house where the murder had 
occurred and began firing an assault rifle 

into the house. 
by Paul Hamell Officers of the 

Hackensack and 
Bergen County police departments 
quickly arrived and, keeping their dis
tance, surrounded the shooter, using what 
cover and concealment they could find. 
They repeatedly ordered and begged the 
shooter to drop his weapon, without 
returning his ongoing fire. 

The shooter retreated up the block, 
still firing at officers. As he neared the end 
of the block and the perimeter that was to 
contain him, he passed within a few yards 
of two county officers who were con
cealed in shadows with very little cover. 
Recognizing their peril, the two officers 
returned fire, initiating a barrage from all 
around. The young man went down. 

One of the nearby officers walked qui
etly forward and, as he reached for the 
fallen man's rifle to remove it, the wound
ed man lifted the weapon and fired one 
shot, point-blank, at the officer's head. It 
narrowly missed. The return barrage that 
followed ended the gunman's resistance 
and life. 

Paul Hamel!, an attender at Ridgewood 
(N.J) Meeting_ is a soon-to-be-retirea police 
lieutenant. 
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Above: Police 
occupy People's 
Park, Berkeley, 
Cal., 1991 

rught: UK police 
work "for a safer 
London'' 

Page 19:An 
Orono, Minn., 
policeman enjoys 
a calm moment. 

families and the community that wit
nessed this violence. What can we make 
of this? 

The sad truth is that within the para
digm our society currently uses in think
ing about policing itself. this is a feel-good 
story. The police demonstrated a gentle
ness and restraint that is heroic, then dem
onstrated their goodness again through 
their suffering. Only the criminal was 
directly harmed by police use of force, 
and, after the precipitating murder, no 
innocents were physically harmed. 



The further sad truth is that, in many 
ways, this story is an aberration. The offi
cers' hesitancy to use force when con
fronted with a heavily armed assailant 
who was firing wildly was contrary to 
their training, and it endangered bystand
ers who might have been hit by rifle fire 
penetrating the walls of their homes. 

To further complicate this story, on 
reflection, it seems clear that this was a 
case of what is sometimes called "suicide 
by cop." The only explanation I have been 
able to conceive for the actions of the 
young man with the rifle is that he had 
decided to die. Most likely, he understood 
that the only options left co him were co 
spend the next 20 years or more in prison 
or co die. Apparently, he decided to go 
out in what he regarded as a blaze of glory, 

and maybe take a cop or two with him 
to boot. 

William L. Hanson, in "Police Power 
for Peace" (F] Aug. 2004), wrote about 
the ambivalence Friends feel toward the 
police, recognizing the need and obliga
tion for society to exercise control over 
those of its members who are unable or 
unwilling to refrain from hurtful actions, 
while reluctant to endorse the frequent 
use of force and periodic violence this 
requires. This story I have told seems to 
highlight the important areas of concern: 
the tendency of violence to escalate; the 
harm to vanquished, victor, and commu-
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nity; and the ultimate necessity of deadly 
force in the name of society. What makes 
this story particularly meaningful is the 
uncommon aversion to the use of deadly 
force that this particular group of police 
officers demonstrated. They took extraor
dinary risks with the safety of themselves 
and others to avoid killing; but, in the 
end, they had to kill. One can readily con
clude that there is an irreducible need for 
the use of deadly force in the defense of 
society; this is as good as it can be. 

Friends may find this difficult to 
accept. I don't think they have to; this 
apparent need can, at the very least, be 
reduced substantially. 

In his essay, William Hanson expressed 
a concern about the violence that society 
uses to protect us and suggested that the 

solution may lie in developing low-force 
weapons and tactics for the police, and in 
further applying the principles of com
munity policing. I share his concern. 
While I think he is looking in the right 
direction for tactical solutions, my 27 
years as a police officer tell me that the 
problem is bigger than he indicated and 
the obstacles to solutions more daunting. 

The essence of the problem is that 
force, either employed or explicitly or 
implicitly threatened, is the foundation of 
law enforcement. Citizens must and will 
comply, regardless. ~urthermore, U.S. cul
ture values forcefulness and the decisive 

use of power; this is reflected in our polit
ical rhetoric and the official policies it 
generates. These values are even more 
important in the unique subculture of 
police. As a police officer and manager, I 
have been explicitly trained to believe 
that, in a crisis, any decision--even a 
wrong decision-is better than no deci-. 
sion at all, and to believe its corollary: that 
any action--even the wrong action-is 
better than inaction. Waiting and talking 
are viewed as inaction. 

Police are trained and retrained fre
quently in laws governing the use of force. 
This is obviously a good thing, but it 
means that (for instance) in New Jersey 
every officer will be told twice a year, 
"There is no duty to retreat for law 
enforcement officers. You may press for

ward, overcoming force with 
force to attain a lawful objec
tive. . . . The force you see 
corning at you is the force 
you can use; if you see dead
ly force coming at you, you 
may use deadly force." 

The police are also exten
sively trained and retrained 
in using deadly force; they 
spend a lot of time on the 
shooting range. For very 
good reasons, they are taught 
always to think about poten-
tial dangers, to regard any-
one they don't know well as ~ 
a potential assailant, to posi- '4~ 
tion themselves defensively, \>~ 
and co have a plan. In other 
words, a police officer's men- ~ 
tal world is full of danger ~ 
and violence. ~ 

The bottom line is that ~ 
our police live in a world ~ 
where decisive action and cS 
force are normal ways to get 

things done, and where violence is to be 
expected. Not only is this acceptable to 
society, it is entirely logical. I can't argue 
with the logic. 

Yet, many Quakers regard this as 
wrong; they know it experimentally, as 
well as from Scripture. 

It's not society's logic that is to be 
questioned; it's the assumptions. If one 
embraces the assumption explicit in our 
laws that force, and even deadly vio
lence, are acceptable when employed 
against equivalent unlawful force, then 
current practice makes sense. If one 
begins with other assumptions, differ-
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ent outcomes will follow. 
If we assume that violence is never 

acceptable--not even in defense of an 
individual or society-then any violent act 
becomes intolerable. Not that we should 
send people to prison for acting in self
defense or defense of others; rather, we 
should change the way we think about this. 

If forcibly restraining someone from 
harming another or oneself is an act of 
love, then not to act protectively is a fail
ure to show love. 

Ifl choose nonresistance for myself and 
accept whatever dangers that might imply 
for me, I may be acting out oflove. But if 
I ask another to protect me, but not to 
defend him- or herself, I am being selfish. 

If we accept that it is wholly tmfair for 
society to ask a few of its members to be 
responsible for the safety of all and to 
place themselves in dangerous situations 
where they may have to use violent means 
or die, we must do all we can to reduce 
these risks, or we are not acting in love. 

So, our best beginning would be to 
find a way to reduce the amount and 
intensity of violence directed against the 
police. Fortunately, the leading cause of 
violence in the United States is widely 
agreed on and unlikely to generate parti
san debates about economic justice-it is 
drugs. Alcohol, crack, PCP, and the like 
make people violent and irrational. 
Alcohol alone is a leading cause of vio
lence. Illegal drug trade also possesses a 
special power for generating violence; this 
was true of alcohol prohibition, and it is 
true of other prohibited drugs. 

Our streets seem unsafe and our prisons 
are full because our response to the chal
lenge of drugs has been misdirected. We 
have been engaged in a "war" on illegal 
drugs for decades now, and the problem 
has only continued to grow. After decades 
of energetic enforcement, anyone who 
wants drugs can still get them without 
much difficulty. It should be dear by now 
that, to borrow a phrase, "War is not the 
answer." Prohibition has failed us for the 
second time in a century, and it is time to 
look for a response to drugs that will work. 

Talcing the drug trade out of the hands 
of criminals should immediately reduce 
the level of violence. It would also free up 
enormous resources now dedicated to 
the bloated criminal justice system
resources that would then be available for 
other responses to drugs and violence that 
might be more effective. They could hard
ly be less effective. 

If police were not tasked with forceful
ly eradicating drug use from a society that 
insists on using drugs, police could again 
be seen (and see themselves) as part of that 
society, rather than as an overstretched 
occupying army. The aggressive policing 
that results from the assignment to fight a 
losing war exacerbates racial profiling, and 
it leads to other police practices seen as 
harassment by the community, including 
excessive force and mistakes that the 
police make with their guns. 

When the police rejoin the communi
ty, the community can truly take respon
sibility for its own safety. This is the essen
tial concept behind community policing, 
which is the most promising idea in law 
enforcement. Unfortunately, too many 
police departments have outwardly em
braced the concept, then assigned its 
implementation to a self-contained com
munity policing bureau, which, without 
the involvement of the entire department, 
cannot be more than a public relations 
office. Some have set up separate com
munity policing units that have been used 
as aggressive street crime and narcotics 
suppression teams, rather than parmers in 
peacemalcing with the community. 

True community policing will mean 
shared responsibility for keeping the 
community safe. If our communities 
accept this responsibility, the first step will 
be reducing the abuse of intoxicants. 
Then, with these primary causes of vio
lence being addressed outside of the crim
inal justice system, communities and 
police can cooperate in reducing actual 
violence and other threats to safety and 
security. The police can again move to
ward being seen by all communities as 
friends and protectors. 

It should be apparent by this point that 
developing low-force weapons and tactics 
is only the simpler part of solving the 
problem. And here, we do not have to 
begin from scratch; there are many places 
to look for ideas that are already working. 
It is incongruous that a mentally ill per
son who becomes violent in a hospital will 
be restrained by staff members equipped 
with mattresses and heavy blankets, while 
a person who becomes violent on the 
street will be restrained by police officers 
equipped with aluminum dubs, chemical 
sprays, and guns. Surely we can apply 
what we already know. 

Another place to look is in other coun
tries with less tolerance of violence. The 
United Kingdom is one such place; the 
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onnsn are unwaung to accept an armea 
police force in their midst. Of course, 
police who protect likely terrorist targets 
in Britain are armed, and a few patrol cars 
do have guns locked in safes in the trunk, 
but, outside of airports and a few parts of 
London, it is very unusual to see an armed 
police officer. 

One consequence of this is that British 
police receive far more training in 
unarmed defense and control techniques 
than most of their U.S. counterparts do. 
They are better at avoiding the need for 
extreme violence. 

Another consequence is that only a few 
highly screened and trained, experienced 
officers are permitted to deploy firearms, 
and the conditions for deploying them are 
more restrictive. In the United States, 
every police officer knows that the appro
priate response to a suspect armed with a 
knife is the officer's sidearm; in the United 
Kingdom, the mandated response is a 
nonlethal Taser. 

After almost three decades in policing, 
I know that neither the U.S. public nor its 
police are ready to embrace the idea of an 
unarmed constabulary. However, I have 
come to believe that this should be our 
goal. The greatest obstacles to change 
within the law enforcement community 
are cultural, and the omnipresence of 
guns poisons the culture with violence. 
Guns exist to be used. 

The police officers whose moment of 
horror opened this article are my friends; 
indeed, after almost 30 years in the busi
ness, all police officers are my friends. I 
have known one of the officers at the cen
ter of the story, one who never came back 
to work, for 25 years. He is a Vietnam 
War veteran who had gotten over his 
nightmares of battle many years ago. A 
few seconds in Hackensack brought it all 
back to him, and it was a long time before 
he slept again. 

The relationship between domestic 
peace and international peace that 
William Hanson wrote of is embodied in 
my friend. It may be that to bring peace 
to the world, we have to work outward in 
widening circles, finding peace for our
selves, then our neighbors and communi
ties, then our country and the world. We 
will find, as Friends have always known, 
that there are no discrete issues of social or 
international policy to wrestle with
everything is interrelated. It all just comes 
down to making God's love manifest in 
the world. 0 
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WESITOWN SCHOOL 
Everything that matters most. 

Open House, Saturday, January 8th, 10:00 a.m. 
Monday, February 21st, 9:00a.m. 

• spirited Quaker education since 1799 

Westtown School pre-K-8 day I 9-10 day & boarding I 11- 12 boarding 
Westtown, Pennsylvania 19395 610-399-7900 www.westtown.edu 

FRIENDS JouRNAL offers the classic book 

BENJAMIN 
The Meetznghouse Mouse:!' 1 

by Benjamin, as told to Clifford Pfeil, 
with illustrations by John D. Gurnrnere 

If you remember the Benjamin stories 
in past issues, you will be happy to share 
them-now in book form-with your 
children, grandchildren, and Friends! 

\I 

Look for Benjamin in Friends bookstores or order directly from FRIENDS j OURNAL: 

Please send me _ _ copies of Benjamin @ $6.oo each, plus $2.00 shipping and handling 
($3.50 for shipping and handling outside U.S., Canada, and Mexico). My check is enclosed. 

Name _ ______________ _ ______ ____ __ 

Ad~ess _________________________________ __ 

City _ __________________ State __ ZIP ___ __ _ 

Country, if other than U.S.----- ----------------

Please mail to FRIENDS j OURNAL, 1216 Arch Street, 2A, Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835· 

If any questions please call (215) 563-8629. 
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A Response to a Mugging 
by Sharon A. Buttry 

The morning was Friday, hot and 
muggy; the month July. I was in the 
parking lot of Friendship House, a 

community action organization that I 
direct, in an inner city neighborhood of 
Detroit, Michigan. The double side doors 
of my Ford Universal van were open and 
I was inside cleaning up, in anticipation of 
guests who were to arrive for a tour of 
Hamtramck, a neighborhood in Detroit, 
later in the day. I turned around to see a 
man, about 30 years old, with a gun. He 
pointed the gun at my stomach and 
demanded all my money. It was one of 
those moments when a million things go 
through your mind. I have always prayed 
that if I were ever faced with a violent sit
uation I would be able to respond in a way 
that is consistent with my conviction for 
nonviolent action. 

I was frightened but sensed a calm in 
my spirit that was, I believe, God's gift to 
me at that moment. I quickly assessed the 
situation. The man smelled of alcohol but 
he was not agitated or overly aggressive. I 
guessed that he did not want to attract 
attention from the other people 
driving through the parking lot. I 
clearly remembered a piece of 
nonviolence training: If you can 
engage your enemy in a common 
task, the distraction may lead to a 
humane interaction. It was as if a 
voice inside me was giving me wis
dom for the moment. 

So, I said: "You know, I only have $1 
in my purse; but here, let's look through 
my purse together." 

The man climbed in the van with me 
and laid his gun down on the seat. He 
undid one zipper, I undid another; we 
searched until we found the bill I knew 
was in my purse. He sat down on the floor 
of the van with his legs dangled out on the 
pavement. He S!f!Ced to cry. 

"Is this your first time?'' I asked. He 

Sharon A. Buttry, a Baptist minister, lives in 
wamn, Michigan. The incident described here 
took place shortly after she attended a workshop 
on nonviolence led by George Lakey of Central 
Philadelphia (Pa.) Meeting. 
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nodded his head "yes." I thought, is he 
putting on an act? I tested my theory. 

"Look," I said, "I am a minister; I work 
here at Friendship House. We are here to 
help. Why are you crying?" 

He cried harder and told me how he 
had really messed this up and what a mess 
his life was. His mom had died four 
months earlier and his world had fallen 

ltwasoneof 

those moments 

when a million 

things go through 

your mind. 

apart. He lost his job, was terribly de
pressed, and had come to this, attempting 
a robbery. He had an 11-year-old daugh
ter and was ashamed of how he was 
unable to care for her in his state of grief 
and depression. We talked for 40 minutes. 

I kept handing him tissues and he got 
all his grief out. He hadn't talked to any
one about his feelings, not even his father, 
from whom he had stolen the gun. 

I asked him if his mother was a pray
ing woman. "Yes," he said; and I suggest
ed we pray together about getting his life 
together. He closed his eyes, but I didn't. 
We had a prayer. 

Afterwards we made a plan. I promised 

that I would not call the police as long as 
he did two things: return the gun to his 
father and tell him what happened today; 
and come back to meet with me about 
finding a job, without being under the 
influence of alcohol. 

We agreed and I started to relax. He 
was quiet for a minute then panicked. 
"You are going to call the police when I 
leave, aren't you?" 

"George, I am not. You have a daugh
ter and you can't take care of her from jail. 
You are just going to have to trust me." 

We talked some more and he asked me 
if I could forgive him. I assured him I 
could. We exchanged names and phone 
numbers and agreed to meet on Monday. 
He got up to leave, got halfWay across the 
parking lot, then turned around and 
came back. "Are you sure you forgive 
me?" he asked again. "Yes, with God's 
help, I forgive you." "You know what I 
really need?" he asked. "What do you real
ly need?" (I thought he was going to ask 
me for a cigarette!) 

"I need a hug." So I gave him a hug 
and, reassured, he walked away. H e called 
me later that day to thank me again, for 
forgiving him! 

We met the next week and about six 
weeks later we were able to find George a 
job. H e reported to me that he went 
home and talked to his dad that Friday. 
Together, with George's sister, they talked 
and grieved together, something they had 
not been able to do when his mom had 
died. George was amazed at the healing he 
felt in his family relationships. We worked 
together to get his dad into the Food Bank 
program operated by Friendship House, 
something he qualified for as a senior with 
low income. George spent some time vol
unteering at the Food Bank and hanging 
out with the men there who offer the love 
and friendship of God as part of their vol
unteer work. One of them even took 
George out to lunch a couple of times. 

George has had several jobs since 
then; but whenever he comes to pick up 
food for his dad, he always gives me a hug. 
It was the mugging that turned into a 
hugging. 0 
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Al.l_uaker 
Network for 
the Prevention 
ofViolent 
Conflict 
by Bridget Moix 

F rom April 1 to 5, 2004, around 50 
representatives of international Quaker 
organizations met in Kakamega, Kenya, 

for the fifth international consultation of the 
Quaker Network for the Prevention of Vio
lent Conflict. 

The origins of this network go back to 
2000, when Quaker Peace and Social Wimess 
(QPSW), based in Britain, met to examine 
alternatives to bombing in the aftermath of 
the war in Kosovo. Representatives of Quaker 
organizations at that summit recognized that 
if they waited until the bombs were falling to 
seek peaceful alternatives for addressing con
flict, it was too late. The work of promoting 
peaceful methods for managing natural hu
man conflict should come long before the 
resort to violence. The result of that initial 
consultation was a growing network that ex
plores how Quaker organizations can not only 
help rebuild war-torn societies and respond to 
the outbreak of violence, but also help prevent 
violence before it starts. 

The Quaker Network for the Prevention 
ofViolent Conflict is an ongoing experiment 
in developing channels of relationships among 
representatives of Quaker agencies so that 
participating organizations can share knowl
edge and experience and increase individual 
and collective capacities for preventing deadly 
conflict. The network is spirit-led, not an 
official organization or Quaker body with any 
authority. Periodically the network helps gather 
staff of Quaker organizations in an informal 
process. Meetings of this growing group-
based mostly in the United States, Europe, 
and Mrica-have now been held in 2000 
(London, UK), 2001 (New York and Wash
ington, D.C., USA), 2002 (Bujumbura, 
Burundi), 2003 (Kigali, Rwanda, and Lon
don, UK), and 2004 (Kakamega, Kenya). 

In Kenya this past April, representatives 
gathered from Burundi, Congo Brazzaville, 
DemocraticRepublicofCongo, Kenya, Nor-
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ugan<ta, the Urute<1Kmgaom, ana the Umte<l 
States. We labored together on a challenge: 
how can we strengthen our individual and 
gathered Quaker organizational capacities to 
effectively prevent deadly conflict? The re
gional focus of the consultation was Africa, 
and we discussed trends in preventing deadly 
conflict at the policy level and at the local 
level. I attended on behalf of Friends Com
mittee on National Legislation (FCNL) and 
learned from African Friends some of the 
direct, usually negative, impacts ofU.S. policy 
on their peacemaking efforts. 

We were meeting around the tenth anni
versary of the genocide in Rwanda, and that 
failure of the international community to pre
vent mass killing shaped our conversations. 
One Friend described her efforts to raise warn
ings with the UN and what is now the African 
Union in the lead-up to the genocide, and her 
feeling of helplessness when more than 
800,000 people were killed in just a few 
months. "I believe," she said, "that if we had a 
stronger, coordinated international Quaker 
effort to prevent these things, we could have 
saved lives; we could have made a difference." 

As a network of diverse Quaker organiza
tions gathering together, we are faced with 
our own challenges as well. We cannot ignore 
the differences in capacities and resources 
among our groups-between African, U.S., 
and European Quaker agencies; between long
standing organizations and brand-new 
projects; between those with experience on 
the ground in situations of conflict and those 
with experience at the policymaking level in 
places of power. As a network of Friends 
organizations, we too may reflect the realities 
of massive global disparities in wealth and 
power that often feed conflicts, or that may 
prevent the peaceful management of disputes. 
We must grapple with those issues together as 
a faith community. John Woolman's call is 
more relevant than ever, particularly for Friends 
in the global North: "May we look upon our 
treasures, and the furniture of our houses, and 
the garments in which we array ourselves, and 
try whether the seeds of war have nourish
ment in these our possessions, or not." 

Whatever our differences, though, we share 
a common root-the attempt of Friends in 
different places at different times to translate 
their faith into a practical human effort to 
help build the Community of God. And, 
within the network, we share a common goal 
as well-increasing our individual and gath
ered capacities to effectively help prevent geno
cide and deadly conflict. We discovered in 
Kenya that our differences can be sources of 
opportunity when we can match the gifts of 
some with the needs of others and collaborate 
on a shared vision. 

to maKe connecuons. 1 nere IS currenuy no 
budget and no staff devoted specifically to the 
network. Still, we are encouraged by the many 
seeds that have been planted. We envision an 
even broader network in the future, one that 
links Quaker organizations working in Mrica, 
Asia, Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, 
and North America, that will demonstrate in 
practical terms what the peaceful prevention 
of deadly conflict might look like. 0 

Bridget Moix is a lobbyist for Friends Commit
tee on National LegislAtion. More information 
about Quaker Network for the Prevention of 
Violent Conflict can be found at <www.quaker 
.org!peace-network>. 

Peace in the 
World, Peace 
among Friends 
by Mary Ellen McNish 

Finally, be ye all of one mind, having 
compassion one of another; love 

as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: not 
rendering evil for evil, or 

railing for railing: but contrariwise 
blessing; knowing that ye are 

thereunto called, that ye should inherit a 
blessing. 

-1 Peter 3:8- 9 

T his past fall I had a transforming expe
rience. In mid-September, I attended 
the Superintendents and Secretaries 

Meeting, which tries to gather superinten
dents and executive or field secretaries of yearly 
meetings, and heads of other organizations 
such as American Friends Service Committee, 
Friends General Conference, Friends World 
Committee for Consultation, and Friends 
United Meeting. Yearly meetings affiliated 
with Evangelical Friends International, Friends 
General Conference, and Friends United 
Meeting were represented, including three 
yearly meetings that are affiliated with both 
FGCandFUM. 

I did not look forward to going. My last 
experience with the group (three years prior) 
was somewhat cordial, but mostly tense. Mar
garet Fraser, executive secretary of FWCC, 
convinced me (over several conversations) that 
I had to go, and a schedule change meant that 
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''The accomplishments of adults 
begin as the dreams of children. 

Newtown Friends is a place 
where dreams begin." 

- NFS Mission Statement 

Pre,K to Grade 8 
OPEN HOUSE 

January 30, 2005 
2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

For further information, 
call 215-968-2225, or visit 
us at newtownfriends.org 
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Friends Committee on 
National Legislation 
www.fcnl.org 
1-800-630-1330 
245 Second St., NE 
Washington, DC 20002 

We seek a world free of war & the threat of war 

We seek a society with equity & justice for all 

We seek a community where every person's 

potential may be fulfilled 

We seek an earth restored. ... 
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"When we're gone, our hearts wiU still belong" 

Pre- K through 6th Grade 
Admission Open Houses: Thursd. Oct. 14, 

Sat. Nov. 6, Wed. Jan. 19, 2005. 

2150 (Jwtler Pike, Plymouth }'rfeeting 
Pll19462 • (610) 828-2288 

cion meeting. So, go I did. And what a gift I 
received in return! 

The rotating clerkship of the group fell to 
C urt Shaw, general superintendent of West
ern Yearly Meeting. C urt left his post at the 
end of 2004. Curt's skilled clerking and 
agenda-setting provided the 12 of us gathered 
the opportunity to go to a very deep place 
where God could join us and we could speak 
across our d ifferences. In our time together I 
found there is much that makes me hopeful 
that Friends of various traditions can work 
together across their differences. 

Many of us were aware of the painful 
tension in FUM -affiliated yearly meetings over 
issues where Friends are not in unity-felt 
most sharply this year in Baltimore and West
ern yearly meetings. Although it is far more 
complex, same-sex marriage seems · to have 
become the lightning rod for all the tensions. 

In the spirit of worship and goodwill that 
prevailed during our time with each other, we 
were able to share our pain and our fears. O ne 
superintendent shared that he thought the 
issue of same-sex marriage was settled, at FUM 
anyway, and to keep bringing it up was mak
ing people angry. A general secretary asked 
him whether, even if the issue was settled for 
FUM and we disagreed, could we still work 
together on other issues like peacemaking? 

Another participant challenged liberal 
Friends to think about the perception among 
many Friends that liberal Friends are just 
waiting for all Friends to "get it" on these 
issues. H e also challenged liberal Friends to 
remain open to the possibility of being trans
formed by biblical interpretation. 

A different general secretary challenged 
the perception of some Friends that liberals' 
support of same-sex marriage is merely a case 
of conforming to changing cultural norms. 
That Friend described the many years of 
Bible study and worship his meeting took to 
discern the issue of same-sex blessings 20 years 
ago, a time long before any recognizable cul
tural shift. 

I asked the group to consider our responsi
bility as Friends in a world gone mad with war 
and violence. I asked them to consider that if 
Friends are too divided to be at the center of 
the new movement bringing peace to the 
world, then who will? 

Another general secretary said, "Where we 
rub up against each other in disagreement is 
where God works-we are being called in 
fai thfulness to be a loving community, in all 
our differences." 

Another superintendent shared how there 
is fear in many of the monthly meetings/ 
churches that if we work together on issues 
like peacemaking, it will be perceived that we 
agree on the other issues. H e went on to 

prevents us hom working on peacemaking 
together just because we disagree on these 
other issues. 

I was reminded of something said by Ma
hatma Gandhi many years ago: ''We must be 
the change we wish to see." 

O ne superintendent mentioned, and all of 
us agreed, that people outside of our member
ship do not know we are divided-they only 
know of Q uakers' historic reputation for cou
rageous witness. 

I came away convinced that Friends 
cannot be that much-needed hub of peace
making unless we practice peace among our
selves-until we in our own small world 
manage to model the beloved community. At 
present, we are too divided. W e too often do 
not practice the charity and mutuality with 
our own brothers and sisters that we freely 
tell warring nations they should have for 
one another. 

We all thought on these issues very deeply 
and, in the end, expressed an overwhelming 
desire to stay together to try to work it out
to become that beloved community. O ur chal
lenge, each of us, is to figure out how to put 
aside our disagreements, to tolerate each other 
with love, and to bring our collective Quaker 
shoulders to the wheel of peace. T his is our 
historic destiny. This is what God is calling us 
to do--here and now. 

If not us, who? If not now, when? 0 

Mary Ellen McNish, a member oJByberry Meet
ing in Philadelphia, Pa., is general secretary of 
American Friends Service Committee. 

FRIENDS j OURNAL welcomes suggestions 
for News items. 

We welcome proposed listings of up
coming events (please send material 
four to six months in advance), oppor
tunities, and resources for the Bulletin 
Board. 

We also encourage Friends meetings 
(monthly, quarterly, and yearly) and 
Friends institutions to add us to distri
bution lists for newsletters, minutes, 
and news releases that you distribute by 
e-mail, postal mail, or fax. 

Please send all materials to the atten
tion of Rebecca Howe, assistant editor, 
at <departrnents@friendsjournal.org>, 
or by postal mail, phone, or fax {con
tact information is on page 2). 
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Some Thoughts on Mystical Experiences 
By Amy Kesegich 

Yesterday I went for a walk by the lake, 
and I had a mystical experience-that's 
what I am calling it anyway. Today, it is 

a little harder to see it that way. I walked 
over to my favorite spot by the lake where 
there is a stone bridge at just the right height 
for me to hold onto as I look out at the water. 
If I look down, I get discouraged by the 
trash that is trapped by a large grate just in 
front of the bridge. Every time I go, I tell 
myself that I need to take a bag to pick up 
trash-at least the trash that I can reach 
without falling into the lake. At any rate, ifl 
hope to find any sort of peace, I have to look 
out instead of down. I found my stone pillar 
and I gripped it like the lectern I use when 
I am teaching. Instead of speaking, however, 
I let myself be spoken to, or at least I tried 
to quiet my mind as much as possible. When 
I came home, I felt utterly changed, and I 
wrote this poem: 

Amy Kesegich attends Cleveland (Ohio) Meeting. 

From our Socially 
Responsible Investment 
Policy 
Friends Fiduciary embraces a wide!Y held 
concern of Friends that investments be in 
businesses which serve a beneficial purpose 
in a well-ordered socieo/ and exclude 
those which raise concerns about their 
products, management, employment and 

Shot Through with the Fire of God 
Light and wind coming over the lake
flashing fire inside me, inside my eyelids, 
all through my high voltage veins. 
I opened my eyes and saw at the place 
where my hands were holding onto a rock, 
more redness, but this was as small 
as the other was aU-encompassing, 
tiny red insects on the rock, 
all around my electric arms, 
dozens and dozens of them, as if 
scrambling to write out 
a message, "God is here, too." 
I caressed that old, buggy rock 
because I loved it-
for that moment, 
I loved it all. 

I went to that same stone pillar today 
and nothing spectacular happened. The sun, 
wind, and water were all there. The little red 
bugs were there, although not so many as 
before. I dosed my eyes and felt nothing 

Friends 

personnel practices. environmental practices. 

Fiduciary 
respect for human rights. communio/ relations 
or conservation of natural resources. 

! 

The Consolidated Fund Providing 1 

• Balanced fund (6S% stocksi3S% 
bonds) seeks solid performance with Financial 
lower risk Services to our • Quaker beliefs and values guide proxy 
voting as well as investment decisions fellow Friends 

• Extreme!>' low expense ratio, 

Organizations especial!>' versus other funds 
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but self-consciousness: what if someone sees 
me? Other people walk by here all the time. 
When I dosed my eyes, I saw the redness, but 
it seemed like more of a biological truth than 
a spiritual one: the blood in my eyelids lit 
up by the sunlight and magnified by my 
glasses. Did God leave me? Was I nuts yester
day? Could I even stand it if I had another 
mystical experience? Too much divine heat 
and I might melt. 

I am thinking about Annie Dillard's pas
sage in Pilgrim at Tinker Creek of the "tree 
with the lights in it," when she experiences an 
epiphany one sunny afternoon. She sees "the 
backyard cedar where the mourning doves 
roost charged and transfigured, each cell buzz
ing with flame." She is surprised by this vi
sion, "walking along Tinker Creek thinking 
of nothing at all." Perhaps that was my prob
lem this morning. I wasn't "thinking of noth
ing at all"-I was thinking of yesterday and 
hoping to repeat it. Catholic tradition calls 
these experiences "consolations," and they 

New Planned Giving Services 
Friends Meetings and Nonprofit 
Organizations can now offer deferred gift 
programs without the administrative 
burden. You provide the donor. Friends 
Fiduciary wi ll: 

• Administer gift annuities and serve as 
trustees for remainder trusts that benefit 
Friends Meetings and Nonprofit 
Organizations 

• Assist potential donors with calculations 
illustrating the benefits of a charitable gift 
annuio/ or trust (or a comparison of both) 

Our board of directors and staff are all 
members of the Religious Socieo/ of Friends. 

For information, please contact: 
Constance Brookes. Executive Director. 
Friends Center. ISIS Cherry Street. 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. (21S) 241-7272. 
Email: cabfidcorp@aol.com. 
or visit our website at: 
www. friendsfiduciary.org 
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Make your 
principles a reality. 

Speak truth 
to power. 

Intern at FCNL in Washington, DC. 
People needed to assist lobbyists with research, technological support, 

citizen education, and policy reform campaigns. Modest salary, 
life changing experiences, start in September. 

Friends Committee on National Legislation 
245 Second St, NE, Washington, DC 20002 

Website: www.fcnl.org 
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Learning for Life, Learning with Joy 

Coeducational 
Academic Excellence 

Quaker Values 

Age Three 
to 

Grade 6 

Call 610-642-0354 
for more information 

or visit our website: 
www.friendshaverford.org 

851 Buck Lane • Haverford, PA 19041 

apparently come and go. St. John of the C ross 
describes their absence as "the dark night of 
the soul." I'm not experiencing anything so 
grim as a "dark night of the soul" today. I 
don't feel abandoned or despondent, just a 
little disappointed by the ordinariness of it all. 
Yesterday, I thought that I had finally learned 
to see God everywhere, and today I find that I 
need to start all over again. Maybe that's 
where faith comes in, the "conviction of things 
not seen" (Heb. 11: 1). I suppose, too, that ifl 
were hit on the head with a hammer every 
day, I would probably start wearing a hard 
hat. These "visions" might stop making an 
impression on me. 

What I struggle with on days like today 
is the possibility that I may be deluding my
self, that I'm not having mystical experiences 
at all, but only fits of emotion, excessive 
glandular output. I had a biology teacher 
who explained the emotional centers in the 
brain and said that we could be electrically 
stimulated to feel love, sadness, or joy. I 
imagine a scientist experimenting with 
someone's brain and choosing emotions for 
that person like colors in a crayon box. Do 
these biological findings make the feelings 
any less real? And how much does faith 
have to do with feelings anyway? I have a 
friend who says routinely that the only 
thing he knows about feel ings is that he can't 
trust them-here one day, gone the next. So, . 
I don't feel as much fai th as I felt yesterday. 
What does that say about yesterday's experi
ence? Maybe nothing. 

In his book, Miracles, C.S. Lewis notes 
that, "What we learn from experience de
pends on the lcind of philosophy we bring 
to experience." I see that I have a choice here. 
I can view my experience at the lake yesterday 
as a mystical one, that I was indeed "shot 
through with the fire of God." Or, I can 
dismiss it as the effect of certain environmen
tal conditions on my very lively and hopeful 
imagination. T here is no way of knowing 
what, if anything, took place. I suppose I 
am at the point of making Pascal's wager 
once again. I have little to lose by believing 
that I was in the presence of God yesterday. 
Indeed, I have more to gain today by believing 
that I am in the presence of God even 
when I can't feel it. God is everywhere, even 
in my unbelief. 0 

january 2005 fRIENDS }OURNAL 



• BOO KS 

Each ofUs Inevitable
Some Keynote Addresses 
at Quaker Gatherings, 
1977-1993: Friends for 
Lesbian and Gay Concerns 
and Friends General 
Conference 

Edited by Robert Leuze. Friends for Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer 
Concerns, 2003. 260 pages. $14/paperback. 

Each of Us Inevitable is a collection of 
extended, recorded, edited, and published 
distillations of the finest moments of shar
ing &om some of our most deeply gathered 
meetings for worship. Indeed, these short 
essays--<>ffered as a revised and expanded 
edition of an earlier (1989) work-are pre
sentations by some of the 20th century's 
most provocative Friends, given out of the 
silence at a dozen of the annual gatherings 
of Friends for Lesbian and Gay Concerns 

· (FLGC), from the late 1970s through 1993. 
Deeply contemplative and o&en candidly 

autobiographical, the essays reflect the move
ment that first emerged within the North 
American section of the Religious Society of 
Friends during the early 1970s. Homosexual 
men and women were coalescing across the 
continent and beginning to gather in support 
of each other and to help the rest of our 
Religious Society come to an awareness of 
what some have called "the last, great struggle 
for civil rights." 

This came a decade a.&er the landmark 
British Friends publication, Toward a Quaker 
View of Sex, which called for the decriminal
ization of both prostitution and homosexual
icy. That event was acclaimed as the first effort 
undertaken by an established religious body 
to address the moralism and pietism that had 
plagued Western religion's views of sex for 
decades, if not centuries. 

Soon, gay Quakers in Minneapolis, New 
York City, Philadelphia, Chicago, Boston, 
Cleveland, Washington, D.C., and Austin, 
Texas, were becoming visible in their unpro
grammed meetings. Friends across the land 
were being helped to grow in understanding 
of other Friends who had always been around, 
but whose affectional orientation was almost 
invisible. Until this time Walt Whitman and 
Bayard Rustin were about the only well
known, known-ro-be-gay Friends. 

Early in the 1970s, gay Friends first gath
ered as Friends Committee of Concern, be
fore the "G" word was well seasoned among 
Friends. Later it became Friends Committee 
for Gay Concerns, when the word "gay" was 
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still daring and the New York Times for many 
years stuck to using "homosexual." 

Later, this faith community came to 
be known as Friends for Lesbian and Gay 
Concerns, until February 2003 when-a&er 
several years of labored concern-the name 
again became more inclusive as Friends for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and 
Queer Concerns. This last effort to widen the 
boundaries will hold until such time as more 
Light is revealed. 

The editor of both the current and earlier 
edition of Each of Us Inevitable, Robert Leuze 
of Morningside Meeting in New York Cicy, is 
a seasoned Friend whom I have known since 
the early years of these struggles. Friend Leuze 
points out in an introduction that there are 
themes-such as integrity, wholeness, caring, 
love of oneself, seeking, and following inner 
leadings-that are repeated within individual 
essays. Some themes even seem to come in 
phases, with self-acceptance being a 1970s 
issue, AIDS a major 1980s concern, and, in the 
1990s, the need for respect of personal bound
aries became an FLGC theme. Transgender 
awareness had yet to break into the forefront 
before 1993. Concerns for legal rights of same
sex couples is an even later area of the struggle 
for more justice. 

The book itself is a compilation of major 
addresses &om 16 years of gatherings ofF riends 
for Lesbian and Gay Concerns, from 1977 
through 1993. These twice-a-year, continent
wide enclaves still occur each February and at 
FGC's annual summer Gathering. In fact, 
two of the addresses in this volume were FGC 
Gathering plenary speeches, but so germane 
as to be felt appropriate for this collection. 

You are ... 

A Licensed Practical Nurse or RN 
who wants to get back to hands
on nursing in a small, home-like 
setting. You long for the time and 
support to actually engage with 
your patients. You'd rather work 
deeply with ten patients than 
superficially with thirty. Your 
dream is to be part of a team that 
nurtures emotional and spiritual 
healing even when physical health 
declines. 

You have at least 3 years 
experience in AIDS or hospice care 
and are licensed in D.C. You want 
to grow in your ability to 
accompany - with exquisite 
attention and skillful compassion 
- those who are facing the end of 
their lives. 

Weare .•. 

Joseph's House, a small home in 
the Adams Morgan neighborhood 
of Washington DC. Our mission is 
to provide a refuge for men who 
are destitute and suffering from 
end-stage AIDS and cancer. For 
fourteen years our diverse 
community of caregivers and 
volunteers has prov ided love, 
companionship and care at the end 
of life. 

Joseph 's House offers a com
petitive salary, generous benefits 
and a place where loving-kindness 
is practiced as a healer's art. All 
shifts available. 

For more information, 
please contact 
Patricia Wudel, 
Executive Director 
at (202) 265-7174. 
Or send resume to: 
patty@ josephshouse.org, 
or fax to (202) 234-8195. 
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Hopefully more recent addresses will be as
sembled into future publications. Among the 
joys of this 246-page volume is that it is 
divided into 19 freestanding essays, each of 
which provide ample stimulus for reflection 
afrer only a short period of reading. This 
narural break encourages a period of contem
plation, as between messages in a truly gath
ered meeting for worship. 

The title for this revealing and extraordi
nary volume is from Leaves of Grass by the 
good, gay Quaker poet, Walt Whitman: "Each 
of us inevitable, each of us limitless-each of us 
with his or her right upon the earth, each of us 
allow'd the eternal purports of the earth, each of 
us here as divinely as any is here." 

Walt Whitman's quote is included in Eliza
beth Watson's first contribution to this col
lection. The contributions are edited from 
recordings of and manuscripts by 15 different 
speakers. Other contributors include Janet 
Hoffman, Arlene Kelly, Elise Boulding, the 
late Muriel Bishop Summers, George Lakey, 
John Calvi, Thomas Bodine, and the late 
William Kreidler. 

About half of the contributors self-identifY 
as being of a sexual minority. Twice as many of 
the male speakers are openly gay or bisexual as 
the more numerous women contributors. Tom 
Bodine, a self-identified gay man, has the dis
tinction of being the only person simulta
neously to hold major positions in both Friends 
General Conference (FGC assistant clerk, 
1969-1973), and Friends United Meeting 
(FUM clerk, 1972-75). H e was formerly clerk 
of New England Yearly Meeting and chair of 
the Quaker United Nations Program. later, he 
was acting general secretary of Friends World 
Committee for Consultation in London. 

Each ofUs Inevitable is a bedside book for a 
cold winter night. It will provide countless 
rewarding hours to anyone who wishes to grow 
into a better understanding of Quaker val
ues-as well as recent efforts to expand them 
both within the circle of Friends and outside 
in the larger community. The breadth and 
depth of thought represented here is nothing 
short of a compendium of late-20th-cenrury 
social issues presented through a Friends filter. 

-jim Cavener 

jim Cavener, a journalist, is active in both 
Asheville (N. C) and Claremont (Calif) meetings. 

Some Fruits of Solitude: 
Wise Sayings on the 
Conduct of Human Life 
By William Penn, edited into today's English 
by EricK Taylor. Herald Press, 2003. 167 
pages. $8.99/paperback. 

William Penn's Fruits of Solitude have 
been beloved since the first edition of 1693, 
followed by succeeding revisions and the ap
pearance in 1702 of More Fruits--also in
cluded in this collection. 

One genre within the large field of "wis
dom literarure," these sayings fit into a long 
tradition of proverbs-highly condensed, pithy 
observations on human affairs high and low, 
intended to support the formation of effec
tive, virtuous character. William Penn was 
fond of such sayings, enjoying earlier collec
tions and, in notebooks, collecting others he 
heard-or created himself. The bright, simple 
language and an intensity of thought make 
these quotable little sayings memorable, as 
they are full of material worth returning to 
over and over. 

In this work, William Penn was writing 
for a general audience, seeking to engage people 
of all conditions in the search for virtue, and 
trusting that the Inward Wimess could be 
reached and heeded in each reader. His Quak
erism appears in many places, but not explic
itly as such. 

Some may see this as a retreat from direct 
proclamation, but I do not. Rather, it affirms 
an early and persistent point of Quaker preach
ing, which is that the Light enlightens all, and 
its operations are discernible in all, so that the 
essence of faithfulness is to follow them care
fully, and to judge one's progress by appear
ance and persistence of righteousness. 

Eric Taylor has produced what he terms a 
"translation," and it is clearly a labor of love, 
both for Penn and for the reader, who, Taylor 
hopes, will come to enjoy and learn from 
William Penn as he himself has done. A pref
ace explaining his approach and motivation is 
followed by a biographical sketch of the fasci
nating Penn. The texts of Fruits and More 
Fruits follow, and there are several pages of 
explanatory notes, many of which supply in
formation on biblical citations in the text. 
(Most of these are unobjectionable, though 
Note 33 places Joseph's dream interpretations 
in Exodus 41, a nonexistent chapter of the 
wrong book.) 

Since Penn's Fruits continues to be avail
able in some version of the editions that ap
peared during his lifetime, the question for 
the reviewer of the present edition is, "Why 
this and not the original?" 

I prefer the original, and here's why. I am 
of two minds about "translations" like this 
one. On the one hand, their popularity 
implies that some such aid helps people come 
to grips with an author they desire to know 
better, whose original mode of expression is 
forbidding or impenetrable. On the other 
hand, Penn wrote in English more modern 
than Shakespeare's, and in a lively, and acces
sible style. 
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It is true that some words have changed 
meanings or connorations since 1700, but by 
far the majority have not. I suspect sometimes 
that "difficulties" that arise in reading such 
texts have their source in different rhythms of 
language, or in the compressed nature of the 
style, rather than in any actual obscurity of 
vocabulary. It may also be that works of prose 
seem more apt for such paraphrases, because 
prose doesn't seem as much a work of craft as 
poetry does. Thus, we would never think of 
"translating" Donne or Shakespeare in the 
same way--even when some passages (e.g., 
"Where could we find two better hemispheres/ 
without sharp North, without declining 
West?") require some explaining. But prose is 
also an art, especially in the hands of a stylist 
like Penn, who took considerable pains in 
polishing his little gems of advice. 

Yet perhaps you wish to set this consider
ation aside and say, "I want to know what 
Penn was saying, and I don't care so much 
about how he said it." Fair enough (if style is 
not subsrance, a debatable point). Then the 
only consideration is, does this "translation" 
give us Penn? 

By and large, yes, especially because many 
of the entries remain "untranslated," though 
spelling and capitalization are normalized. In 
other cases (e.g., #28), we get some useful help 
with vocabulary ("pall' d liquors" means "stale"; 
that helps). The editor has to some extent 
altered language towards gender-neutrality 
(though not consistently), and almost but not 
quite relegated all Latin to the footnotes, which 
might help those who are phobic about that 
ancient language. 

There are, however, places where the word
ing has been changed in ways that I think are 
unacceptable. For example, in the sayings from 
162 to 173, Taylor replaces "judgment" with 
"wisdom" and thereby eliminates Penn's point. 
For example, Penn wrote in #162, "Knowl
edge is the Treasure, but Judgment the Trea
surer of a W ise Man." Tayler "translates": 
"For the wise, knowledge is the treasure, but 
wisdom the treasurer." Penn, when he uses 
"judgment," is speaking of the imporrance of 
making careful distinctions and assessments
it is one component of wisdom, it is not the 
same thing as wisdom. 

For another example: in #158, Penn writes: 
"There may be a Wantonness in Search, as 
well as a Stupidity in Trusting. It is great 
W isdom equally to avoid the Extreams." Tay
lor "translates" this thus: "There is a wanton
ness in endless questioning, and a stupidity in 
trusting blindly without ever questioning. The 
wise avoid both extremes equally." Making 
the sratement more definite removes an ambi
guity that embodies, and indeed enforces the 
reader's weighing the quality of his or her own 
searching and trusting- are they extreme? This 
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Summer Camps that Specialize in Kids 
Five Quaker-based overnight camps and the Barn Day camp for girls and/ or boys ages 3-17 

"Splendid, wonderful, excellent, miraculously human and rich!" - Parent 

Farm & Wilderness. Unplugged and Unforgettable. A summer of rugged excitement. 
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expression. Nurturing and supportive. Adventure and Community. 

• Founded 1876 

Friends Academy 
Located on scenic Long Island, 

less than 30 miles from New York City. 

Celebrating our 125th Anniversary 

Founded in 1876 by Gideon Frost for " the children of Friends and those 
similarly sentimented," Friends Academy is a Quaker, coeducational, inde
pendent, college preparatory day school serving 750 students from age three 
through the twelfth grade. The school awards significant financial assistance. 

Friends Academy • Duck Pond Road • Locust Valley, NY 11560 

Phone: 516-676-0393 • Fax: 516-671 -2025 • work@fa.org 
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Year End Stillness 
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December 30 - January 1 
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Bible Stories in our Lives 
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Recognizing Gifts 
Jan Wood 
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is a matter that we must come to judge for 
ourselves. "Stupidity" may come &om trust
ing too much (as Penn himself learned with 
pain), even if it is not blind or unquestion
ing-but what is "too much" trust? Depends. 

In # 129, Penn writes, "Silence is wisdom, 
where Speaking is folly; and is always safe." 
When Taylor transforms this into "Silence is 
wisdom and always safe; speaking is folly," he 
is saying something rather different &om Penn. 

I do not wish to multiply examples, nor 
seem unfairly harsh. In very many cases, 
Taylor's paraphrases seem okay, and in 
any case he is entitled to read Penn as 
seems best to hlm. My point is that in the 
many cases where Taylor makes a "transla
tion" or paraphrase, he makes it impos
sible for me as a reader to make my own 
interpretations of Penn. 

Writing is a means by which minds 
that are distant &om each other in time or 
space can encounter each other; and in a 
paraphrase like this, I am one step re
moved &om Penn's mind, and I can't 
know what I'm missing. 

I am grateful for the concern that Eric 
Taylor acted upon, but I wish that next 
time he and others who seek to provide 
the same service that he has undertaken 
would leave the text intact, while provid
ing commentary in some other way. Some
times footnotes are enough; sometimes a 
different method may apply. For example, 
Rex Ambler, in his selections &om George 
Fox (Truth of the Heart) , gives us Fox 
and then his own interpretacion. Thus, we 
can benefit from insights that Ambler 
may offer, yet also have direct access to 
Fox's language. 

If you or your meeting has a copy of 
William Penn's Fruits as published before, 
lay it beside Eric Taylor's edition, and then 
you can benefit &om both minds and hearts. 

-Brian Drayton 

Brian Drayton is a recorded minister in New 
England Yearly Meeting and a member ofWeare 
(NH) Meeting. 

In Brief 

White Fire: A Portrait of Women 
Spiritual Leaders in America 
By Maika Drucker, photographs by Gay Block. 
Skylight Paths, 2003. 276 pages. $24.95/hard
cover. Women are like the white spaces-the 
"white fire"-upon which the black type of 
the Torah are written, writes Rabbi Malka 
Drucker. They are largely unnoticed, yet they 
illuminate holy words, and allow those words 
to be seen. To pull women's spiritual role into 

the light, Malka Drucker has written 31 inspi
rational profiles of women of myriad faiths. 
Rabbis and reverends, priests and pastors, 
witches, religious, and Sufi scholars are all 
presented as women who are dedicated to 
touching the divine however they defme it. 
The stories they tell of their own spiritual 
journeys are enhanced by Malka Drucker's 
own storytelling abilities and insight. 

Sarah Mapps Douglass: Faithful 
Attender of Quaker Meeting: View 
from the Back Bench 
By Margaret Hope Bacon. Foreword by Vanessa 
Julye. Quaker Press, 2003. 34 pages. $10/pa
perback. In some sense, Margaret Hope Bacon's 
brief biography of Sarah Mapps Douglass, a 
19th-century Quaker teacher of African de
scent, is the restoration of a part of Quaker 
history that has been too easily forgotten. It 
destroys the myopic vision we sometimes have 
of ourselves as a good and just people, and 
clearly reveals the heartbreaking insensitivities 
and thoughtless discrimination of which we 
are capable. Unfortunately, lest we think we 
have progressed very far &om our 19th-cen
tury ancestors, the introduction by Vanessa 
J ulye provides a humbling rebuke: "As I read 
more of Sarah's words I understood her hurt 
and her anger," Julye writes. "I experience 
those same feelings as an M rican American 
member of the Religious Society of Friends 
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today. The major difference between Sarah's 
experience and mine is that the blatant racist 
practices are gone. I can sit wherever I choose 
in the meetinghouse with my Friends of Eu
ropean descent. I am able to become a mem
ber of a meeting. It is the subtle forms of 
racism that are the source of my pain." Vanessa 
J ulye' s one wish is that other Quakers of 
African descent years from now will not read 
her story and feel that it's their own. This 
book is recommended for all meeting libraries 
and as a primary text for all middle-school
level First-day schools. 

A Radical Line: From the Labor 
Movement to the Weather 
Underground, One Family's 
Century of Conscience 
By Thai jones. Free Press, 2004. 322 pages. 
$26/hardcover. With one grandfather a Quaker, 
the other a Communist, and a couple of par
ents who belonged to the violent Weather 
Underground during the turbulent '70s, jour
nalist Thai Jones uses his own family to offer a 
glimpse into the thinking and behavior of 
those who were determined to fight-some
times with books and a courtroom, other 
times with bombs and explosives-for peace 
and justice. Well crafted and written in a 
highly readable biographical style, the book 
offers a novel glimpse into the radical activi
ties of both the Weather Underground and 
the FBI. Unfortunately, Jones seems so caught 
up in the drama ofhis parents' Weather lifestyle 
that his paternal grandfather's pacifism is given 
little attention. In the end, it is not just ig
nored but pointedly dismissed by the author. 

-Ellen Michaud 

Ellen Michaud is the JouRNALs book review 
editor and a member of South Starksboro {Vt.) 
Meeting. 

Also of Interest 

Country I Would Settle In 
Poetry by Charles Weld. Pudding House Publi
cations, 2004. 34 pages. $8.95/paperback. 

Arrowhead to Hand Axe: In Search 
of Ecological Guidance 
By Keith Helmuth. Canadian Quaker 
Pamphlet Series, #60, 2004. 
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• beautiful arboretum setting 

• wide choice of homes 

· dynamic community 

• opportunities to build on your 

Quaker connections 

· ideal location for culture & recreation 

· superior health & wellness services 

An Unparalleled Choice in Active Adult Communities ... 

Nurturing the Mind, Body, and Spirit 

MED F ORD LEAS 
A nationally accredited, Quaker-related, not-for-profit community 

9 = for those age 65 and above. ; 
i'll'l1m 

One Medford Leas Way I Medford, NJ o8o55 I www.medfordleas.org 

We welcome your visit . · Call8oo.33L43o~ for an appointment. 

"An Adventure for the Summer 
.Memories for a Ufetime" 

• • • 

Unique multicultural communities where every child feels important 

CAMP REGIS 

Co-ed 6-12 
APPLEJACK TEEN CAMP 

Co-ed 13-16 

Family owned and operated, specializing in first time campers. Friendly Quaker 
leadership since 1946. Mature, nurturing staff, close supervision, ratio 1 to 3. 
Rustic cabins with fireplaces overlooking a majestic Adirondack lake. 
Warm, supportive, relaxed environment where the fun never stops. Over 50 
activities to choose from including sailing, water skiing (superb 3/4 mile 
private waterfront), all land sports, tennis (7 new courts), music, dance, drama 
(large theater), art, gymnastics, wilderness canoe and mountain trips, nature/ 
ecology (farm with animals), mountain biking, and much more! 
Teen Adventure Programs include tours to Canada, Cape Cod, and Maine. 
4- and 8-week sessions available with introductory 2-week program for 

younger, first-time campers. ACA accredited. For video and brochure: 

Michael F. Humes 
60 Lafayette Road West 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
(609) 688-0368 

• www.campregis-applejack.com 
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Most Friends in Southeastern Yearly Meet
ing experienced more inconvenience than 
damage from the one tropical storm and 
four hurricanes that crisscrossed Florida last 
August and September. "But the emotional 
toll was significant," Caroline Lanker, clerk of 
the yearly meeting's Finance Committee, re
ported. "The anxiety leading up to the storms, 
the long hours of watching and listening to 
the wind and rain swirl outside our homes, 
the disruption of our lives, and the concern 
for others who have suffered have all taken an 
emotional toll." Damage to the homes of 
many Friends ranged from torn screens to 
demolished roofs. Some meetinghouses expe
rienced the same degree of damage. Orlando 
and Winter Park meetings and Deland Wor
ship Group were buffeted in succession by 
Hurricanes Charley, Frances, and Jeanne, whose 
paths crossed over the Orlando area. The 
cottage next to Orlando Meetinghouse was 
damaged during Hurricane Charley by a large 
oak limb falling through the roof of the car
port. Every meeting in the yearly meeting area 
was affected to some degree by the storms. 
Some areas experienced power outages of one 
day to two weeks at least once. "Now, we are 
returning to normal," Caroline Lanker, who 
is a member ofT ampa Meeting, said. "Meeting 
with and talking with Friends has been help
ful. We minister to each other by listening." 
Friends attended a session of the yearly meet
ing's Executive Committee in Orlando a week 
after Hurricane C harley and a meeting of 
SEYM Representative Body in St. Petersburg 
a week after Hurricane Jeanne. "In spite of the 
fact that everyone exchanged hurricane stories, 
these events provided a needed break from the 
stress of the storms and their aftermath. Shar
ing in worship lifts us up and eases our troubled 
psyches."-From a report by Caroline Lanker 
and a telephone conversation with her. 

Nine members of the Friends Disaster Ser
vice (FDS) went to Medford (N.J.} Meeting 
to help rebuild two homes destroyed in a 
flood. On Sunday, September 26, FDS went 
in pickup trucks, vans, and cars to the meet
ing. Many of them slept on cots provided by 
Medford Leas, and the meeting membership 
provided two covered dish suppers. Bill 
Lawson, ofTrinity Friends Church in Lisbon, 
Ohio, led the group. Members of Medford 
Meeting had a chance to worship with a group 
of Evangelical Friends for the very first time. 
A Friend said, "What was learned was that face
to-face and heart-to-heart we had much in 
common. The flood disaster brought these 
Friends to aid our community and together we 
learned much about our common spiritual 
roots. We wished them a fond farewell as they 
packed up for the long drive home to get ready 
to go again wherever they are called." The FDS 
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was organized in 1974 as a volunteer organi
zation to provide cleanup and rebuilding as
sistance to victims of disaster. -George Rubin 

This past spring, Lancaster (Pa.} Meeting 
convened a public information program with 
representatives from Brethren, Mennonite, 
and Quaker communities to present their 
views on "Christian Teaching On Milita
rism." The audience overflowed the meeting
house. Out of this gathering arose a determi
nation to join others of like mind in the 
community for further peace action and edu
cation. Lancaster Meeting's Peace and Social 
Concerns Committee took the initiative to 
gather a larger group of clergy and laity to 
form the Lancaster Interchurch Peace Wit
ness. This group has sponsored three bill
boards with simple exhortations to wage peace, 
placed on the major arteries approaching 
Lancaster. The group is also placing large size 
advertisements in local newspapers, and ener
gizing the religious community in the pros
pect for peaceful approaches to critical prob
lems. A community-wide ecumenical Peace 
Gathering assembled at the Highland Presby
terian Church on October 10. Highlighting 
the gathering was a moving address titled 
"Pursue Peace--Peacefully, Truthfully, Hope
fully," by Donald K.raybill, author and senior 
fellow at Young Center for Peace and Pietist 
Studies of Elizabethtown College. Lancaster 
Interchurch Peace Witness 's website, 
<www.lipw.org>, now features Donald 
Kraybill's talk. To increase momentum, fur
ther joint peace action and education projects 
are being planned to supplement the peace 
vigils held weekly on Saturday mornings on 
Lancaster's city square. - Robert Neuhauser 

What do our bodies teach us about prayer? At 
a spirituality conference hosted by Earlham 
School of Religion on the mind-body-spirit 
connection in March 2004, Stephanie Ford, 
assistant professor of Christian Spirituality at 
Earlham School of Religion (Ind.) said, "God 
commands us to love God with all of our 
heart, mind, soul, and strength." And yet, in 
our culture, we do not treat our bodies well or 
attend to what our bodies might be saying to 
us. "Not only do we neglect our bodies in our 
stressful lives," she said, "but we carry around 
undigested negativity resulting from media 
pressure to fit a certain body image and fears 
around aging, which can hamper our ability 
to commune with God through our bodies." 
The connection between mind-body-spirit and 
physical wellness has been around for some 
time. While Jesus and the early church inte
grated the connection into ministry, over time 
this part of our religious heritage has been 
neglected. In Stephanie Ford's workshop, par
ticipants were invited to look at their bodies in 

new ways and to pay attention to the way they 
pray-how their bodies may be teaching them 
in regard to prayer. She led a guided medita
tion in which participants used visualization 
to picture Christ as the source of energy, 
illuminating and filling them by focusing on 
areas that have been neglected or have been 
the recipients of negative thinking. She also 
taught a physical approach to prayer in which 
participants combined words with specific 
gestures to invite God's spirit into their bodies 
and to direct their prayers out to others. An
other workshop leader, Julie Murray, spiritual 
director of The Center Within (in Cincin
nati), also addressed the connection between 
mind, body, and spirit. She focuses on "any 
manner of activity that assists the soul in 
paying attention to God." Some of these ac
tivities include guided meditation, healing 
prayer, art, and movement. Julie Murray re
ports that through this kind of physical prayer 
with her patients, God often reveals some
thing new. Shifts happen. Powerful experi
ences occur. New directions emerge leading 
to wholeness. Emotional and physical healing 
takes place. ''The body is a vast universe of 
unconsciousness. We need to open ourselves 
to be led deeper to these unexplored areas, 
similar to when we gain understanding from 
analyzing our dreams."-Paul Queck 

Friends Boys School (FBS) in Belize City, 
Central America, was close to capacity at 36 
students this past year. The goal of FBS is to 

raise academic skills and prepare boys to pass a 
strict national test that will admit them to 
high school. The need for schools like FBS 
exists because elementary education is lacking 
due to poor teacher training, inadequate text
books, and overcrowded classrooms. In Belize, 
60 percent of the population is under 18. 
Children must stay in school until they are 
14; afterwards approximately half are turned 
out onto the streets because they fail the high 
school test. The government has become aware 
of the methods that FBS is using and is trying 
to provide more prep training in the first year 
of high school. -Quaker Life, October 2004 

Judy Kirby is the new editor of The Friend in 
the UK as of October 1. She has a background 
in newspaper reporting, television, and medi
cal journalism. She is an elder and clerk of her 
meeting in Alnwick, Northumberland.-The 
Friend, September 2004 

Fellowship ofReconciliation Interfaith Peace
Builders continue to send delegations to Is
rael and Palestine on a regular basis. The 
next trips are scheduled for January 2- 16 and 
March 5- 9, 2005. For more information 
call (202) 244-0821, or e-mail <middleeast 
@forusa.org>. 
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Before we buy their shares, 
we want them to share 
our values. 

Pax World Balanced Fund Overall Morningstar Rating"" As Of 10131/04 

***** Among 657 Moderate Allocation Funds 
Past performance is no guarantee of future results. The Overall Morningstar Rating for a fund 
is derived from a weighted average of the performance figures associated with its 3-. 5-, and 
10.year (if applicable) Morningstar Rating metrics which are based on risk-adjusted returns.* 

We refused to invest in a retail giant because they sold 
rugs made by children. 

We divested our position in a Silicon Valley company because 
of the increased volume of their Defense Depamnenc business. 

We intentionally invest in community development banks 
chat work in low-income minority areas. 

What would you expect of us? We were founded during the 
Vietnam war by ministers who felt it was wrong co own a 
company chat made napalm. From chat day to chis, our 
principal has followed our principles. 

We now have four socially responsible funds. All have a low 
($250) minimum initial investmenc. 

You should consider a fond's investment objectives, risks, charges 
and expenses carefully before investing. For a f ee prospectus that 
contains this and other important information please call or 
visit our web site. Read the prospectus carefully before investing. 

PAXW l'RLD 
M U TU A L FUND S 

Principles + Performance. 
1-800-767-1729 www.paxworld.com 

to change every month. The 10% of funds in each category receive 5 stars. the next 22.5% receive 4 stars. Pax World Balanced Fund 
i as rated 503 and 198 moderate allocation Distributor: H.G. Well 

Quaker Roots Run Deep. 

Since the mid-1 700s Quakers have been 
moving to North Carolina. Before you make 
a retirement decision, p lan to v isit 

Greensboro, North Caro lina and find out why 
so many Quakers have settled here. You w ill 
find Friends Homes, Inc. owns and manages 
two outstanding continuing care reti rement 
communities. You will enjoy the beauty of four 

changing seasons w ith temperate w inters, and 
a stimulating quality of life in an active Q uaker 
community. The area is home to several 
Q uaker meetings as well as one of the 
nation's most well respected Q uaker institutions, 
Guilford College. Call (336) 292-9952 
for more information or to arrange a v isit to 
Friends Homes. 

FRIENDS HOMES, INC. 

F RIENDS ]OURN.ALj anuary 2005 

Providing Retirement options since 1968 
www .friendshomes.org EQUAL HOUSIHG 

OPPORTUNITY 
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treet 

"the small school that 
makes big people" 

Greene Street Friends School 
5511 Greene Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

• 
Pre-K through Grade 8 

Founded in 1855 

Please call TODAY for a 
tour. 215-438-7545 

Listening to users 
Designing/or people 

User interfaces that work 

Arthur Fink Consulting 
arthur @arthur fink. com 

Make friends, 
make music 

Friends 
Music 
Camp 

at Olney Friends School 
Barnesville, Ohio 

ages 10-18 
July 10 -August 7, 2005 

For brochure and camp video: 
FMC, P .O . Box 427 

Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387 

Ph: 937-767-131 1 or 937-767-1818 
musicfmc@yahoo.com 
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• BULLETIN BOARD 
Upcoming Events 
•February 18-20-Young Friends General 
Meeting (UK) 
•February 26--Western Association of the 
RSOF 
• February 27-Friends Schools Day of Peace 

Opportunities/Resources 

•A Friend is seeking to transfer quality slide 
travelogue shows related to Right Sharing of 
World Resources projects to video or DVD. 
Equipment that will capture the same color 
quality as the original slides will be appreci
ated. The shows also include a cassette with 
raped commentary. Please contact Frances 
Duthie, 240 Avery Heights, Hartford, cr 
06106, (860) 953-5740. 

•The Guatemala Friends Scholarship/Loan 
Program continues to help individuals flour
ish. Its goal is to help those in the following 
categories: extreme poverty, very poor, poor, 
economically stable, and lower middle class. 
Sixty-six students qualified on the last study 
tour ro visit service projects. The next tour of 
the area will be Feb. 26-Mar. 6, 2005. Those 
interested should e-mail dacelle@conexion 
.com.gt>. -Redwood Forest Friends Meeting, 
foil update 

•American Friends Service Committee's Nobel 
Peace Prize Nominating Committee invites 
participation in the quest for nominees for the 
2006 Nobel Peace Prize. As a former laureate, 
AFSC is privileged to submit an annual nomi
nation to the Oslo Committee. The AFSC 
committee seeks to identify some person or 
organization that manifests the divine spark 
in action in the human family. Among the 
desired qualities are: commitment to nonvio
lent methods; quality of character; sustained 
contributions to peace, justice, human dig
nity, and the integrity of the environment; 
and global impact. A candidate's relation to 
crisis areas in the world is also considered, as a 
Nobel Prize may, by its timeliness and visibil
ity, offer valuable support to a solution to the 
crisis. Supporting documentation, including 
biographical information, a description of the 
individual or organizational contribution to 
peace, and references to recommended pub
lished material by or about the candidate 
should be received by March 15. Send to: 
Nobel Peace Prize Nominating Committee, 
American Friends Service Committee, 1501 
Cherry St., Philadelphia, PA 19102. E-mail 
<Amenzel@afsc.org>, for more information. 

•American Friends Service Committee offers 
Recognition Retreats in San Juan National 
Forest, Endaba, Colorado, in appreciation and 
honor of the women and men who at some 
sacrifice to themselves strive to help others. 

The yearly retreat program hopes to contrib
ute to the ongoing effectiveness of their 
work. A highly selected group of not more 
than 12 is chosen after a nominating process, 
to participate in a three-day retreat. The 
time is structured around periods of silent 
contemplation and simple meals. In 2003 
The Pagosa Peak Retreat Center (PPRC) was 
born from the Recognition Retreat. PPRC 
is a nonprofit organization with goals to 
expand the retreat vision and activities. Its 
mission is to support individuals in the 
pursuit of peace, social justice, the dignity 
and well-being of humanity, and the protec
tion of the environment. PPRC wishes to 
provide a space for gatherings, meetings, re
treats, workshops, and activities for planning, 
reorganizing, inspiration, and/or education. 
The center also provides extended stays for 
artists, writers, photographers, dreamers, 
and idea-generators. PPRC is committed to 
encouraging and helping other organizations 
establish retreat centers across the world 
to support those who work to better the 
world in which they live. For more infor
mation contact Douglas Frank, 3011 Broad
way, #32, Boulder, CO 80304, or call (303) 
449-3114. 

•Quaker House in Fayetteville, N.C., has put 
together a page that lists questions and an
swers regarding a possible draft. Information 
on how to continue to be informed is also 
included. Some questions include: Will the 
military draft return? If yes, how can we pre
pare? What about medical/health conditions? 
What if I'm gay, lesbian, or bisexual? What 
about drug use? Criminal records? What if I 
want to be a CO? What if I don't register? 
And many others. This is a resource all meet
ings should have. See <WWW.quakerhouse 
.org.>, or call (910) 323-3912. - Quaker 
House (Fayetteville, N C) newsletter, Septem
ber2004 

FRIENDS JoURNAL is currently seeking a 
volunteer News Editor. The News Editor 
will cull meeting newsletters, periodicals, 
and other items of interest for the News 
and Bulletin Board departments; write, 
copyedi t, and fact -check articles based on 
these materials; request reprint permis
sions for selected items when necessary; 
and submit News and Bulletin Board 
items to the assistant editor per deadlines. 
Please send a resume and three references 
to Susan Corson-Finnerty, FRIENDS 
JOURNAL, 1216Arch St., Suire 2A, Phila
delphia, PA 19107, or by e-mail to 
<publisher_exec_ed@friendsjournal.org>. 
No phone calls, please. 
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• MILESTONES 
Deaths 
Bett.-Helm Aharrah &tz, 85, on April28, 2004, 
in Glenshaw, Pa., of pulmonary fibrosis. She was 
born onJune5, 1918, to Robenand HilmaAhanah 
in Pinsburgh, Pa. Helen wanted to go to college, 
but during the Great Depression could not afford 
it, so she studied to become a nurse. While she was 
fulfilling her training at a home for young mothers 
and their babies, she met Edwin Betz, and the 
couple were married on January 2, 1942. Helen 
received her RN degree from Mercy Hospital 
School of Nursing. Edwin was in WorldWar II for 
five years, and he saw some things that made him 
think. Helen saw some things that made her think, 
too. After the war, they decided that if they were 
going to have a family, they had to have a religion. 
Helen, raised Presbyterian, and Edwin, raised 
Catholic, visited many different churches in the 
Pinsburgh area to find one that would be best for 
their family. In 1950 they joined Pinsburgh Meet
ing, and Helen became active in the Friends com
munity. She was so beloved as a First-day school 
teacher that one of her students named a doll 
"Helen Betz" in the teacher's honor. After her 
children were grown, when many people would 
begin to think of retirement, H elen returned to 
school and graduated from Point Park College in 
Pinsburgh with a degree as a Public Health Nurse. 
She liked theater, musical comedy, cooking, and 
spending time at the family cottage in Maryland. 
Her children and grandchildren were always a 
large part of her life, and she was also an active 
volunteer as a G irl Scout leader, Women's Ex
change worker, Meals on Wheels cook and driver, 
and first president of the Auxiliary at Passavant 
Hospital. While unable to attend meeting regularly 
in recent years, Helen kept Pinsburgb Friends in 
her hean, and is remembered as a very special person. 
She is survived by her husband, Edwin Betz; four 
children, Ruth Ann Fledderjohn, Kathleen Smolik, 
Edwin Betz, and Mary Ellen Meyer; nine grand
children; and two great-grandchildren. 

Bootherstone-Dorothy Frmch Boothmtone, 87, 
on May 18, 2004, in Newtown, Pa., after a shon 
illness. She was born in Philadelphia on November 
28, 1916, the daughter of ClareT. and Adeline H. 
Felten. Dorothy attended Philadelphia public 
schools, graduated from Roxboro ugh High School, 
and worked with the Pennsylvania Railroad Com
pany. In 1946 she married Paul Comly French, 
who became executive director of CARE. After his 
death in 1960, Dorothy worked as executive secre
tary of Educational T esting Service in Princeton, 
N .J. In 1966 she married a Trenton civic leader 
and interior decorator, William T. Bootherstone. 
Raised in the Baptist Church, Dorothy joined 
Yardley (Pa.) Meeting after the death of her first 
husband. She played the piano to open or close 
meeting. Dorothy was an avid gardener in Yardley, 
and later at her Pennswood Village apartment 
where she served as chair of the Greenhouse Com
mittee. She enjoyed Bible study, served as a teacher's 
aide at Newtown Friends School, and was active in 
a myriad of singing groups. Dorothy was prede
ceased by her first husband, Paul C. French, and 
her second husband, William T. Bootherstone. 
She is survived by her children, Bruce Comly and 
Susan Comly; her stepsons, Paul French, Peter 
French, and Franklin Bootherstone; eight grand
children; and five great-grandchildren. 
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• Private Rooms, Suites and 
Apartments 

Personalized Care in the 
Quaker Tradition 

Since 1896 

A Quiet, 
Home-Like Setting in a 
Beautifully Landscaped 
Atmosphere 

• Recreational Activities 

• 24 Hour Security 
• Assistance with Activities of Daily 

Living 
• Some Financial 

Assistance Available 
• Emergency Response System 

• Three Nutritious, Home-Cooked 
Meals Served Daily in Elegant 
Surroundings 

• Linen and Housekeeping Services 

For information please 
call856-235-4884 

28 Main Street, 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 
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Kendal-Crosslands residents nurture an 
array of life-affirming opportunities: 

•140 resident-directed interest groups 
•lifelong learning at the University of 
Delaware and West Chester University 

•two 11,000-volume, resident-run libraries 
• 300 acres with trails, woods, ponds 
• on-site concerts and lectures 
•local community volunteer opportunities 

Named as one of the nation's top 25 
continuing care retirement communities, 
Kendal-Crosslands is not-for-profit and 
Quaker-related. Full services, lifetime 
restraint-free health care. 

~NDAL~CROSSLANDS 
Communities 

610-388-7001 • 1-800-216-1920 
P.O. Box 100 • Kennett Square. PA 19348 

www.kcc.kendal.org 

EDttrlment .... LIPt 
Rex Ambler and Ml«ssle Mattln 

February 11-13 
Jewish Spirituality 
with Marcia Prapr 

February 18-20 
Family Life: Living Our Faith 

with Harriet Heath, Danielle Beauvais 
and Larue Evans 

PENDLE HILL 
A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 

338 Plush Mill Road · Wallingford, PA 19086 
www.pendlehill.org 

Contact Steve Jackson 
to find out more: 
800.742.3150 (US. only) ext 142 
610.566.4507 ext. 142 
registrar@pendlehill.org 

Duthie--Thomas (Tom) Mason Duthie, 93, on 
April3, 2004, in Hartford, Conn., from complica
tions following a fall at home. Tom was born in 
Philadelphia, Pa., on July 16, 1910. He had to 
leave high school and take a job to help support his 
family, but he took evening courses at University 
of Pennsylvania, Temple, and Drexel universities, 
and progressed from a 14-year-old boy in the 
mailroom to a vice president of Philadelphia Na
tional Bank as a systems analyst, and as a systems 
analyst for Hahnemann Hospital. On May 25, 
1935, he married Frances Reeves. In 1941 Tom 
became a member of Lansdowne (Pa.) Meeting. 
Over the next 40 years he taught First-day school, 
helped organize youth activities, and served as 
meeting treasurer. He volunteered for AFSC, Phila
delphia Yearly Meeting, Chester Quarterly Meet
ing, T ri-County Fountain House, and Lansdowne 
Friends Meeting and School. At the time of his 
death he was a member of Gwynedd Meeting. A 
longtime member of the Peace Committee, Tom 
wrote many letters to the editor of various newspa
pers and magazines. Politicians, presidents, and 
other dignitaries were the recipients of his words 
acknowledging and encouraging peaceful resolu
tion to conflict. Most remarkable was his corre
spondence with King Hussein of]ordan, resulting 
in an invitation in 1998 for Tom and Frances to 
visit Jordan as his guests. During their domestic 
and international travels the couple created unique 
slide travelogues, researching each destination with 
books and other resources found in that country, 
staying in native hotels, exploring the local cus
toms and food, and supplementing Tom's photog
raphy with insightful narration and distinctive 
music. The travelogues included Sri Lanka, Aus
tria, Switzerland, England, India, Nepal, Morocco, 
Yucatan, Athens, Corfu, and Prague. The resulting 
documentary slide shows continue to be enjoyed 
by hundreds of people. Known in banking circles 
for his contributions to the advancement of sys
tems and procedures techniques, he was honored 
in 1961 by the National Systems and Procedures 
Association as the "Systems Man of the Year." He 
took great interest and pride in the aspirations and 
achievements of his wife Frances and their daugh
ters. He welcomed Frances's violin students with a 
friendly face and spent countless hours transport
ing his daughters to orchestra rehearsals. His sense 
of humor stayed with him, popping up in the form 
of wordplays and funny new lyrics he would com
pose to old songs. He created elaborate H alloween 
costumes that included everything from King Tut 
to a beautifully gowned siren. Communication 
with his distant family often took the form of 
eloquent letters, and he had the foresight to keep 
copies of them, and of their responses. At the age of 
80 he completed the assembly of a 285-page book 
of the letters, chronicling his life. Tom is survived 
by his wife, Frances R. Duthie; three children, 
Carolyn Houghton and her husband John, Vir
ginia Allen and her husband T imothy, and Jean 
Broderick and her husband Eric; 8 grandchildren; 
and 7 great-grandchildren. 

Hole-Agnes Calvert Hole, 91, on June 29, 2004, 
in Verona, Wis. Agnes was born on August 18, 
1912, in Indianapolis, Ind., to Agnes (Hunt) and 
Cecil Kirk Calvert. She grew up in Indianapolis, 
where her father, a chemist, oversaw water purifi
cation activities at the Indianapolis Water Com-
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pany. Along with her parents, she was active in 
First Friends Church in Indianapolis. She gradu
ated from Shoruidge High School in Indianapolis 
in 1929, and from Earlham College in 1933, ma
joring in biology and English and designated the 
"EC Girl" in her senior year, as a result of her work 
and extracurricular activities. Committed early on 
to the goal of racial equality at a time when this was 
not a popular cause, Agnes worked near Pipestone, 
Minn., as recreation leader for Native American 
girls living at a federal boarding school, and back in 
Indianapolis as field director for Girl Scour activi
ties. In lieu of pursuing postgraduate medical stud
ies she worked for two physicians, gaining an in
depth understanding of medicine and nutrition 
that served her well as a wife and mother. In June 
1941 she married former Earlham classmate Fran cis 
Hole, who had earned his PhD in Geology and 
Soil Science at University ofWisconsin and joined 
the faculty as an assistant professor with the Geo
logical and Natural H istoty Survey. Agnes was able 
to give her full time and attention to her two young 
children, and to become active in the community 
as a Girl Scout leader and in the League ofWomen 
Voters, Women's international League for Peace 
and Freedom, NAACP, YMCA, and Madison 
(Wis.) Meeting. Articulate and persuasive, she pro
moted social causes through phone calling, letter
writing, meetings, and demonstrations, and her 
work touched many lives. In 2002 she was prede
ceased by her husband of 60 years, Francis Hole. 
Agnes is survived by her son, Ben Hole; daughter, 
Sarah Hole; cousins, Richard Oberreich and Anne 
Parrott; and numerous other relatives and friends. 

Middleton- Hugh Middleton, 91, on August 23, 
2004, at Vittua Memorial Hospital in Mt. Holly, 
N.J., after a sudden illness. The son of Burke and 
Minerva Clarke Middleton, Hugh was born in 
Portland, Oreg., on June 4, 1913. He was edu
cated at New Trier High School in Winnetka, Ill., 
and at Earlham College in Richmond, Ind. His 
working life was spent primarily in the field of 
fundraising, and from 1946 to 1976 he worked 
with American Friends Service Committee, travel
ing to post-WWII Europe and Africa to assess 
areas of need within the broad spectrum of relief 
work undertaken by AFSC. In later years Hugh 
made many trips to visit potential donors through
out the United States. His innate honesty and 
friendly personality, as well as his deep commit
ment to the organization he so ably represented, 
made him successful and popular at his work. In 
1942 Hugh married Mary Jones, who would be 
his constant companion for the next 62 years
many of them in their Wallingford home and, 
following retirement in 1979, at Medford Leas. 
During the 1980s when he was at home, Hugh 
enrolled in a variety of courses at nearby Burlington 
County College, where he was always the oldest, 
but ofren the most engaged member of his classes 
and frequently became the teacher's favorite. He 
found that interacting with the young adult stu
dents was as stimulating as the course work. To
gether the couple enjoyed an active retirement, 
visiting friends and making new ones in Switzer
land, T rinidad, and the British Isles, or traveling in 
their camper van, ofren with friends in convoy, to 
campgrounds and national parks across the United 
States, while Hugh practiced his passion for pho
tography and Mary recorded their adventures in 
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now and guarantee an ongoing with some of the 

stimulating Quaker thought and life today. As an independent 

Quaker magazine that celebrates and explores a broad spectrum of 

Friends beliefs and experience, FRIENDS jOURNAL also provides access 

to a community that keeps our faith strong. It offers the chance to 

benefit from the personal testimonies and insights of fellow seekers 

and offers companionship on our spiritual paths. 

FRIENDS jOURNAL can be a lifeline. It challenges complacency, 

stimulates reflection, and stirs us to action. It keeps our Friends 

testimonies clearly before us. 

Join us. Subscribe today, read us every day. 

Get a full year of F RIENDS J OURNAL delivered to your door for just $35. 
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GuideOne Insurance is America's leading insur

er of religious institutions, and has been pro

tecting Friends houses of worship and schools 

for more than 20 years. In fact, since 1979, 

GuideOne has been the Friends Insurance 

Group property and casualty insurer of choice. 

To arrange for a FREE premium quotation, and 

to learn more about GuideOne Insurance, call 

1-877-448-4331 ext. 5429. 

r. 4 
Ciu1de0ne· 

l nsur~nce 

Olney Friends School 
Est. 1837 

An intellectually challenging 
college preparatory 

program within a 
supportive Quaker 

community. 

Olney Friends School 
in BarneaJiille, Ohio 

is a small~ 
~8Choolfor 

The Meeting School 
56 Thomas Road, R indge, NH 03461 

Organic Farm 
~ rare breeds, active student involvement 

/ Caring Quaker Community 
putting faith into practice in our daily lives 

Progressive Secondary Education 
day/boarding, small classes, hands-on learning 

email:office@meetingschool.org (603) 899-3366 www.meetingschool.org 

diaries. The couple were season subscribers to the 
Philadelphia Orchestra for many years. As a mem
ber ofMt. Holly (N.J.) Meeting, Hugh was instru
mental in raising funds needed for the historic 
restoration of that meetinghouse. He was also a 
supportive member of the John Woolman Memo
rial Association in Mt. Holly. Although confined 
to an electric wheelchair in recent years, Hugh was 
a familiar sight on the Medford Leas campus, 
retaining his independence, driving down roads 
and corridors, his chair sporting a cheerful orange 
flag. He greeted those he met on his travels with a 
ready smile and a kind word. He donated his body 
to science. Hugh is survived by his wife, Mary 
Middleton; and by a brother, Nathan Middleton. 

Miller-George Macculloch (Cully) Miller, 82, on 
August 31, 2002, in Rockport, Maine, after a short 
illness. He was born in Manhartan, New York 
City, on March 25, 1920. An avid athlete as a 
teenager, Cully participated in many sports includ
ing hockey and rowing. Although he described 
himself as having been brought up as a conserva
tive Episcopalian, he was exposed to Friends in 
school, and this interest marured at Antioch Col
lege, where he attended meeting and became a 
Friend. On November 14, 1942, he married 
Carolyn Pickert. He was a conscientious objector 
during World War II. Cully taught Social Studies 
at Moorestown (N.J.) Friends School from 1946 
until his retirement in 1985, conveying his pas
sionate concerns for social justice to generations 
of students. He arranged trips to the UN and 
simulated United Nations debates, having stu
dents represent differenr countries and poinrs of 
view-always attempting to achieve a thorough 
understanding of differences while seeking to ex
plore just and nonviolenr solutions to the divisive 
issues of the day. H e started a program to bring 
inner-city children from nearby Camden to 
Moorestown Friends. In addition to his teaching, 
Cully was actively involved in community 
works and public service that rook him to Nigeria, 
Nicaragua, Israel, and Jordan with the Singing 
City troupe. H e participated in the Martin Luther 
King March on Washington in 1963; served on 
his local Community Relations Council, the 
AFSC Personnel Committee, Planned Parenthood, 
and the League ofWomen Voters; and was active 
in an open housing initiative ofBurlingron County, 
N .J. Following retirement, Carolyn and Cully 
moved to Rockport, Maine, transferring member
ship to Midcoast (Maine) Meeting, becoming 
actively involved in building the meetinghouse 
in Damariscotta, and sharing the "Cully Cat" cata
maran with visitors. He is affectionately remem
bered by former students for his caring attitude 
and respect for them, and by all who knew him 
for his innate curiosity, concern for others, and 
his gentle, loving nature. Cully was predeceased 
by a daughter, Jennifer Miller. He is survived 
by his wife, Carolyn Picketr Miller; his daughter, 
Debbie Miller Hull; two granddaughters, GabrieUe 
Miller and Sandra Hull Laber and her husband 
Kent; one grandson, Christopher Miller; one 
great-granddaughter, Grace Breese Laber; a great
grandson, Sam Laber, born just after Cully's death; 
and a twin brother, Larry Miller. 

Moore-Naomi L. Moore, 96, on March 5, 2004, 
in Kennett Square, Pa. Born in Northumberland 
County, Pa., on October 17, 1907, Naomi was the 
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Normal School, after she had already been teach
ing. In the 1950s she began tutoring students with 
special needs. She returned to college, now called 
West Chester University, for her bachelor's degree 
in Education and went on to earn a master's degree 
as a reading specialist from University of Delaware. 
During this time she taught at Chadds Ford El
ementary School and then initiated the reading 
program in the Unionville-Chadds Ford School 
District. She and her husband, a Quaker dairy 
farmer, purchased a Chatham farm from her fa
ther-in-law, and she was pleased that a son 
and grandson still operate the farm. She raised 
chickens and turkeys, and grew and canned 
vegetables. The nurturing of flowers , vegetables, 
wildflowers, and trees became one of her passions; 
neighbors still treasure plants she gave them 
long ago, and her garden continues to bloom. She 
was also a neerllework enthusiast, and in her 
80s she flew to Florida to learn a new type of 
lacemaking. Using Appleton yarn and the Quaker 
stitch, Naomi was one of the main creators of 
a Quaker Tapestry completed in 1997 and featur
ing Ann Preston, and Hannah Longshore. Some 
of her great-grandchildren helped to design the 
quilt. Naomi gave full-sized photos of the tapestry 
to each of her children and donated the completed 
tapestry, which took rwo years to complete, to 

the Swarthmore College Library. The original 
Quaker Tapestry projects started in England and 
were stitched on a 21" by 25" panel of homespun 
wool with a background depicting the Queen's 
Coronation. In the late 1990s there were close to 
100 Quaker T apesuies around the world. A mem
ber of London Grove (Pa.) Meeting for nearly 70 
years, Naomi had served on many committees 
there and was one of the founding members of the 
London Grove Forum. She had lived in Chester 
County from 1930 until she moved to Crosslands 
ten years ago. Naomi was predeceased by her hus
band, Pusey L. Moore; her brothers, John Latsha 
and Alberr Latsha; rwo sisters, Anna Latsha and 
Mary Latsha LeFevre; and a granddaughter, Karen 
Hickman Semmelhaack. She is survived by rwo 
daughters, Josephine VonNieda and husband, Ken
neth, and Eileen Hickman and husband, John; a 
son, W illiam P. Moore and wife Sally; ten grand
children; and 22 great-grandchildren. 

Nelson-john Walter (Walt) Nelson, 72, on No
vember 24, 2003 in Berea, Ky. He was born Sep
tember 23, 1931, in Hartford, Conn., the son of 
Jack P. and Elena Nelson. Walt graduated Phi 
Beta Kappa from Trinity College (Conn.) and 
received a Divinity degree from Yale University. 
Afi:er serving as the pastor of churches in Newark 
and Sheffield Lake, Ohio, he earned a PhD in 
English from Ohio State University and was a 
professor at Eastern Kentucky University from 
1970 to 1996. A charter member of the American 
Society of 18th-Century Studies, and an officer in 
several professional and community organizations, 
he published reviews, poems, and scholarly ar
ticles, and served on several committees at 
Richmond's First Presbyterian Church. He was an 
active member of Berea Meeting, serving in many 
capacities, including clerk. He is survived by his 
wife, Delores Nelson; daughters, G reta Nelson, 
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learning establishment:' 
-A Foxdale Resident 

Opportunities for growth abound at Foxdale Village, 
a community where each resident is encouraged to live 
fully and compassionately, with respect and care for 
each other. Three levels of care contribute to a graceful 
life at Foxdale: residential living in ground-floor garden 
apartments, assisted living, and skilled nursing. 

• Front-door public transportation to theatres, 
museums, sporting events, and shopping 

• Cultural and educational Q 
opportunities at nearby · Foxdale 
Penn State's campus 

• Reasonable fees include . Vi ))age 
lifetime medical care 
and pharmacy 

A Quaker-Directed Continuing 
Care Retirement Community 

It is the policy of Foxdale Village to be fully inclusive ,...,% 
and not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, ~ •. 
national origin, familial status, ancestry, gender, •'""""" 
sexual orientation, religion, handicap, or disability. '.,...; .. ~ 

:;oo Em;t .\taq I~ n :\.\ enue • State <:ollege. P.\ 161'0 I • "" ".fmdale' illage.org 
For more information call (81-t) 238-3.U2 or (800) 2S3-49S 1 
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Janet Milliman (and husband Harry). 

Phillips-josephine Hoombeek Phillips, 93, on April 
5, 2004, in Newtown, Pa. Josephine was born in 
Montclair, N.J., on January 5, 191 1, and grew up 
in New Jersey and New York City. She graduated 
from Montclair State Teachers College and, afrer 
settling there in 1943 with her husband, William 
Phillips, taught English at high schools in New 
Jersey and on Long Island. Widowed in 1967, she 
set out to travel, and eventually settled in County 
Clare on the west coast of Ireland. Her favorite 
spot in the world was the window of her house 
overlookinp a farmer's field and what James Joyce 
called the ' mutinous Shannon waves." An anicle 
she wrote for the New York Times travel section 
about her life in Ireland brought her many new 
friends, and served as an introduction to her sec
ond husband, Edwin Greene, whom she married 
in 1981. He died a year later. In the mid-1980s, 
she began to divide her rime between I reland and 
Friends Village in Newtown, Pa. She became a 
Quaker, and she helped to build a new meeting
house for a Friends meeting in Limerick, Ireland. 
During her residency at Friends Village she at
tended Southampton (Pa.) Meeting. A lifetime 
political activist and Democratic Party volunteer, 
her pleas for peace and environmental causes ap
peared often in local and national newspapers. 
Josephine was predeceased by her first husband, 
William Phillips, and by her second husband, 
Edwin Greene. She is survived by her sons, Tom 
Phillips and Angus Phillips; nine grandchildren; 
and four great-grandchildren. 

Root-Margaret Mullen Root, 92, on January 4, 
2003, in Newtown, Pa. Born on August 28, 1910, 
in Ponsmouth, N.H., and raised in Boston, she 
was an accomplished actress both there and on 
Broadway, and, occasionally in later years, at Bucks 
County Playhouse in New Hope, Pa. As one of 
George Abbon's favorite actresses, she played leads 
for him in Three Men on a Horse and Room Service. 
One of her outstanding roles, as the Fonune Teller 
in The Skin of Our Teeth, grew out of her friend
ship and lively correspondence with playwright 
Thornton Wilder. She married set designer John 
Root, and the couple raised their family first on a 
farm in Wycombe, Pa., and later in Solebury. A 
neighboring farm family, Joseph and Elizabeth 
Parry, introduced them to Quakerism by inviting 
them to Wrightstown Meeting, and the Roots 
soon became members. A beloved member for 
more than 50 years, Margaret was involved in all 
aspects ofher meeting. Her recitation of the Nativ
ity story from Luke was a highlight of the annual 
W rightstown Candlelight Christmas Carol Sing. 
The flickering candles with the Wycombe fire 
truck standing outside is an indelible memory for 
Bucks County residents. Margaret's warm em
braces and ready smile made her a favorite with 
youngsters, and her poetry readings were often 
booked by clubs and recorded. Margaret was pre
deceased by her husband, John Root. She is sur
vived by two children, Linda Root Kenyon and 
Evan Root; and six grandchildren. 

Wedgwood-Oppenheim-Felix Wedgwood
Oppenheim, 65, on April 8, 2004, in Alexandria, 
Va., from complications of post-polio syndrome. 



Born in Johannesburg, South Africa, in October 
1938, he spent his childhood in Switzerland, Ger
many, and Kenya. After attending Sr. Chistopher's 
School in Letchworth, England, he registered as a 
conscientious objector and as an alternative to 
British military service served in the Friends Am
bulance Unit, primarily in Austria working with 
refugees from the Hungarian uprising of 1956. 
After this period, following his first year in 
college, he became gravely ill with polio. Against 
the predictions of his doctors, however, he not 
only survived but progressed from an iron lung 
to a respirator, to a wheelchair, and, ultimately, 
to walking with crutches. He became a devoted 
sailor and spoke with pride of having "sailed 
for England" in the International Disabled Sailors 
competition. His remarkable recovery was due 
in great part to a woman he had met early in his 
work with the Ambulance Unit, Anne Shotwell, 
who looked after him throughout his illness. 
After a long period of convalescence, first in Aus
tria and then in England, Felix and Anne were 
married. Felix returned to Keele University 
and graduated with a BA in International Rela
tions, then earned a master's degree in Operational 
Research at University of Birmingham, later re
turning to serve for 22 years as associate professor 
in the School of Public Policy. In the 1970s, 
while on the faculry at Birmingham, he led a 
small team of specialists to Persia to restructure the 
local government system. H is plans were over
taken by political events: the Shah fled and 
aU Western-inspired plans were shelved. After 
taking early retirement, Felix formed a group of 
management consultants who specialized in 
training civil servants, including local government 
chief executives, in organizational and manage
ment development. He served on numerous 
boards connected with social welfare and the im
provement of conditions for people with disabili
ties. In England he served on the board of aNa
tional Health Service trust and on the boards of 
two disability organizations. He also served as 
a trustee ofWoodbrooke College and as clerk of 
its College Committee. Within a few months 
after moving to the Washington area, he was ap
pointed to the Alexandria Ciry Council's Com
mission for Persons with Disabilities. A member 
of Warwickshire Monthly Meeting of Britain 
Yearly Meeting, after emigration to the United 
Stares he found a home in Baltimore Yearly Meet
ing, serving as representative to Friends Commit
tee on National Legislation for both Friends 
Meeting of Washington and Baltimore Yearly 
Meeting, and continued to actively suppon 
American Friends Service Committee. The long 
marriage of Anne and Felix ended in divorce, and 
in the mid-90s he returned to using a wheelchair in 
order to cope with the symptoms that polio survi
vors frequently experience 30--40 years after the 
initial onset of the virus. In August 2001 he mar
ried Laura Nell Obaugh (Morris). He lived with a 
disabiliry, with grace and humor. Felix is survived 
by his wife, Laura Nell Obaugh; two sons, Mark 
Wedgwood-Oppenheim and Bruce Wedgwood
Oppenheim; five half-siblings, Liza Wedgwood, 
Esther Oppenheim, Clement Michael, Louise 
Oppenheim, and David Oppenheim; and a large 
extended family that includes many aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and friends. 
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That will be your first thought when you 
see Broadmead. From the lovely pond 

and springhouse to the expansive trees 
and gardens, the beauty of the natural 
surroundings can only be surpassed by 

the warmth and vitality of the people 
who reside here. Located in the rolling 

hills of Hunt Valley, Broadmead is one of 
the most experienced Continuing Care Retirement 
Communities in Maryland. Our residents enjoy 
garden apartments, aU inclusive healthcare, 
wellness programs, sumptuous meals, interesting 
friends, and close proximity to the many cultural 
attractions of Baltimore. Q_ 
Retirement living is at its 
best at Broadmead. m:= 

Broadmead is an inclusive accredited, not-for-profit Continuing Care 
Retirement Community founded and operated in the caring Quaker tradition. 

(i) Broadmead 
13801 YoRK RoAD • COCKEYSVILLE, MD 21030 
410-527-1900 • www.broadmead.org 
TI'YNoice- Maryland Relay Service: 1-800-735-2258 

Dispkzy 
Ad 

Deadlines 

Reservations are required for display ads in FRIENDS j OURNAL. 

March issue: Reserve space by January 3. 
Ads must be received by January 6. 

April issue: Reserve space by February 7. 
Ads must be received by February 10. 

Ad rate is $38 per column inch. 

FRIENDS 
JOURNAL 

Call (215) 563-8629 now with your reservation or questions. 
E-mail: adsales@friendsjournal.org 

QdHOOL 
at HORSHAM 

Support 

QUAKER HOUSE 
Fayetteville/Ft. Bragg, N.C. 

A front-line Friends Peace witness 

Gl Counselling, Draft/CO Information 
Peace Research, Education & Action 

A FRIENDS ELEMENTARY 
AND MIDDLE SCHOOL FOR 

BRIGHT CHILDREN WHO 
LEARN DIFFERENTLY 

223 Hillside Ave., Fayetteville, NC 28301 
91 0-323-3912. www.quakerhouse.org 

QPR@QUAKER.ORG 
318 Meeting House Road, Horsham, P A 19044 

215-674-2875 o www.quakerschool.org Chuck Fager, Director 
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Revelation 17:14 

spec\al tours\ 

Worfcshops
lo COnflrrnectl 

Bring your whole family- full youth and children's 
programs are planned and child care is available. 

Registration forms are available online at www.fum.org. 
in the january/February issue of Quaker Ufe magazine, 
or contact Friends United Meeting- (765) 962-7573, 
I 0 I Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond IN 47374. 

Thinking Differently 
continued from page 9 

After sharing my growing convictions in 
that sermon, one of the older members of 
the congregation pulled me aside and 
warned me that I'd gone too far. I was 
speaking heresy. 

Initially, it was difficult to accept my 
new role. One of the reasons I became a 
pastor was to please people. I'd been 
attracted to preaching and teaching, not 
~issenting. When many in my congrega
uon responded to my ideas with displeas
ure, I was discouraged and depressed. I 
almost quit. I didn't want people to think 
of me like I had thought of Larry. 
Gradually, I accepted the label of heretic. 
I joined the Religious Society of Friends, 
a group accused of heresy from its very 
beginnings. I reclaimed the original 
meaning of a heretic-! am one who 
chooses to think differently. 

Though I think differently about 
many things, I continue to understand 
myself as a part of the body of Christ. I 
am a Christian, though an unorthodox 
one. Paul wrote, "The eye cannot say to 
the hand, 'I have no need of you,' nor 
again the head to the feet, 'I have no need 
of you."' (1 Cor. 12:21) Larry taught me 
that lesson years ago. You cannot say, "I 
have no need of you." I didn't have to like 
Larry. I could admit how annoying he 
could be. But it was in my best interest to 
listen to him. I needed him. 

As a pacifist, I need my friend Janet, 
who believes that war is often just and 
necessary. As a universalist, I need my 
friend Jerry, to take the concerns of more 
orthodox Christians seriously. As a sup
porter of same-sex marriages, I need my 
friend Mac, who asks me to define what I 
mean by marriage. As a liberal, I need my 
friend Chuck, who is both conservative 
and incredibly compassionate. And they 
need me. 

We need each other. Most of us share 
a deep desire for the world to be a better 
place. I have discovered in the Church a 
place where many such people gather. 
The only way I'm leaving the Church is if 
they kick me out. And, if the world ends, 
I'd like to be the last one out the door. 
Until then, I'll keep saying what should
n't be said, asking what shouldn't be asked, 
and pointing out what everyone else is 
trying to overlook. And I will not ignore, 
but listen to, those who do that to me. 0 
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many ways, such an approach parallels the 
case made by the Quaker Robert Barclay 
in his Apology for including women in 
ministry: he saw evidence of God in them. 

Others have suggested that any Chris
tian interpretation of the Bible must sup
port the primary principles of love for 
God and neighbor, a rule of interpretation 
that has a strong foundation within 
Christianity. From this perspective, we 
can accept no interpretation of biblical 
passages that involves injustice or causes 
harm to persons, and many would say 
that condemning homosexual persons 
does promote injustice and cause harm. 

My own work has centered on the 
Christian theology of marriage. Augus
tine, whose 5th-century writings form the 
basis of that theology, taught that mar
riage is good because it provides for the 
having and raising of children, supports 
the virtue of fidelity, helps people deal 
with strong sexual desire, and involves 
loving companionship and a spiritual 
bond between two people. He also found 
childless marriages to be valid because of 
the other reasons marriage is good. I have 
argued that same-sex couples are as able as 
heterosexual couples to have and raise 
children (or not), make and keep promis
es to be faithful, experience a loving rela
tionship and a bond in which two lives 
become one, and benefit from such a con
text in which to express sexuality. 

In summary, the passages usually cited 
as standing against homosexuality do not 
make a strong case against marriage-like 
same-sex relationships. Alternative ap
proaches indicate that the Bible does offer 
precedents for including as full members 
in the Christian community peoples pre
viously deemed unacceptable, that the 
principle of love must stand against injus
tice, and that the Christian theology of 
marriage based in the teachings of Augus
tine could extend to include same-sex 
relationships. Since the Bible does not 
straightforwardly condemn same-sex rela
tionships and does suggest ways for think
ing about inclusion, perhaps more of our 
meetings can find a way forward on this 
important matter. 0 
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Frienas camp 
South 6hina, Maine 

N~w I;ngland Y~arly M~~+ing o~ ~ri~nd~ 

l=rie.nd~ C--amp i~ a r~ide.ntial c-amp ~r young pwple. ag~ 7 to 17. Program 
c-hoic,v., indude. drama, uramic..~, photography, gam~, and wate.rPront 
adivitie.~. Our program~ are. c-re-ative. and Pun. G-ampe.r~ take. part in 
morning wor~hip and e.ve.ning ve.~pe.r~. Value.~ and e-thic-~ are. the. 
Poundation~ oP our c-ommunity. Tuition Por a two we.e.k ~~~ion i~ $625. 
We. oPPe.r a one. we.e.k c-amp ~r younge-r c..ampe.~. 

Nat Shell, Director 

l=rie.nd~ C--amp, 25 Burle-igh strut, Wate-rville., M[; 04901 
wwwJrie.nd~vamp.org - dirutor@Prie.nd~vamp.org 

Win+er: 207-873-3499 eummer: 207-445-2361 

Aw some Q!taker perspectives 
on the wrong track? 

Do you want to know what sincere Quakers think, who 

truly advocate peace, justice, and helping the poorest of the 
poor, but who think many Quaker perspectives are on the 
wrong track? 

Try reading The {)Jtaker Economist, a free weekly online news 
commentary on peace, justice, and world affairs, somewhat 
different from the usual Quaker line. 

Over eighty letters have now been published and appear on 

thee-mails of over 600 subscribers, mostly Quakers. To see 
them all online, visit http:/ /tqe.quaker.org. To subscribe (free), 
send an e-mail to tqe-subscribe@quaker.org. 
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Artides 
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Book Discussions 
Reviews 
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Barclay Press p!Diicarions 
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from other publishers. 

1Uriters' f.ouYJ_Je 
Meet Barclay Press authors 

and 
Conversation Cafe writers. 

FINO ALL THIS AND MORE AT 

www. bare I ay press. com 

BARCLAY PRESS 
211 N. Meridan St, 1 101, N~ OR 97132 

800.962.4014 

Books Wanted 
Harvest Book Company LLC 

Books of Merit Bought & Sold Since 1988 

www HarvestBooks.com 

185 Commerce Drive Call: 8oo.56J.I222 
Ft. Washington. PA 19034 215.619.0307 
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(609) 714-0100 
callighrf@medleas.com 

e MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES • 

• INSCRIPTIONS • SCROLLS • 

22 New Freedom Rd., Medford, NJ 08055 

CREMATION 
Friends are reminded that the 

Anna T. Jeanes Fund 
will reimburse cremation costs. 

(Applicable to members of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting only.) 

For information, write 
OORJS CLINKSCALE 

414 Foulkeways 
Gwynedd, PA 19436 

Justice and peace can coexist 
Staying sensitive to all parties in a conflict 

that clearly involves oppression is one of the 
greatest challenges for humans, a challenge 
in wruch Friends have often succeeded. A 
recent example of compassion for the 
victimizer was the Quaker presence in 
postwar Germany, when no one could argue 
that country had comrnined unspeakable 
crimes. In current times, Friends sometimes 
have difficulty staying balanced in the 
complicated Middle East conflict. So it was 
with welcome relief that I read Stanley 
Zarowin's review of When the Rain Returns: 
Toward justice and Reconciliation in Palestine 
and IsraeL Too often, appropriate sympathy 
for the plight of dispossessed Palestinians 
leads to an unbalanced view of the situation 
there without regard for rustorical context. 
Stanley brings some balance to t!Us difficult
to-balance situation. However, I would 
respeccfully disagree with one idea he purs 
forward: that justice and peace cannot 
coexist. It is agreed that "justice" would still 
leave both parties without the full "victory" 
they desire. But there will be no peace until 
the old injustice/sickness of anti-Semitism, 
often in the form of anti-Zionism, is 
addressed, along with a respect for the plight 
of the Arab residenrs of the lands now called 
Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza. On a 
somewhat lighter note, the dynamics of the 
situation rut close to home: seeing my 
younger son crying foul at IUs older 
brother's treatment, when there was some 
instigating that went before, challenges my 
objectivity. It is a reasonably apt lens to use 
to see the conflict in the Middle East as 
perhaps the world's oldest and bloodiest case 
of sibling rivalry. 

Alan Tuttle 
Wynnewood, Pa. 

Focus on the present, not 
the past 

The rughly partisan attack in the review 
by Stanley Zarowin of the book by the 
International Quaker Working Party 
(IQWP) on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
When the Rain Returns: Toward justice and 
Reconciliation in Palestine and Israel, calls to 
mind a statement that Quaker educator and 
veteran international mediator Landrum 
Bolling made at the 2002 Friends General 
Conference Gathering. Parties seeking 
reconciliation, he said, "first must give up all 
hopes for a bener past." 

The reviewer chastises the IQWP for 
paying insufficient attention to evenrs in 
1948 and 1967. That wasn't the point! 
Those actions were taken by the 

grandparentS and great-grandparentS of those 
fighting in the streets today. The IQWP is 
focused on now, and wem to extraordinary 
lengths-amply detailed in the book-to 
look at all sides. 

The reviewer concludes by citing with 
approval a nihilistic Babylonian aphorism 
"peace and justice cannot coexist." Really? If 
so, the agendas pursued by Friends can be 
greatly simplified-why be concerned about 
intolerance, slavery, prison reform, and, of 
course, the Peace Testimony? Yet individuals 
such as George Fox, John Woolman, 
Elizabeth Fry, and William Penn spent their 
entire lives pursuing peace and justice. Friends 
who share their perspective may find a great 
deal of Quaker wisdom in When the Rain 
Returns: Toward justice and Reconciliation in 
Palestine and Israel. 

Philip A. Schrodt 
Baldwin, Kans. 

Should Q uakers vote? 
The cover of the November 2004 issue 

posed the question, "Should Quakers Vote?" 
Unfortunately, no answer was offered inside. 
Instead, this was treated as if it were one of 
those queries to wruch the obvious answer is 
"yes" and the only real question is "how." 

But perhaps the answer isn't so obvious. 
Perhaps, Quakers shouldn't vote after all. 

Let me first say that I have been a voter all 
my adult life. Second, I have been and 
remain a strong supporter of Friends 
Committee on National Legislation. And 
third, I am writing t!Us before N ovember 
2-that is, before this year's election-and I 
don't know ifl can, in good conscience, vote 
in it. 

To explain why, let me draw an analogy 
to the traditional Friends testimony on 
taking disputes to court-in shon, "Don't 
do it." One problem in appealing to the 
judiciary to resolve a dispute is that when you 
do so, you submit to the authority of the 
court. If the court rules against you, you have 
forfeited the right to claim (with integrity) 
that you are bound by a rugher authority. We 
can't play the game but accept the outcome 
only if we win. The question I am struggling 
with is whether, by voting, I am likewise 
binding myself not only to abide by the 
outcome of the election, but also to accept 
the resulting actions of those elected. 

The rules of the electoral game are quite 
specific. The candidate who gers the most 
votes is empowered to exercise civil authority 
in the name of the whole electorate. So, for 
example, when a state legislarure enacrs a 
death penalty law, it can rightly claim that it 
is acting in the name of the people of the 
state. Consequently, when a prisoner is 
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the state) that action bears the sanction of 
the electorate. Ifi voted, can I with integrity 
hold up a sign outside the prison gates that 
reads, "Not in my name"? When I 
submitted my ballot I gave my name, and I 
bear responsibility for how it has been used. 

O f course not voting would not gain me 
any legal protection- it seems unlikely that 
it would be a successful defense were I 
prosecuted for refusing to pay war taxes. 
What it could do is to allow me to be 
truthful in my political life. It could remind 
me that majority rule is not God's rule. 

W e Friends are fond of saying, "W e are 
in the world, not of the world." 

I fear that by voting I cross that line. 

Paul Buckley 
Richmond, Ind. 

A deeper change is needed 
Some of us feel that the world is so chaotic 

that if it had been organized by a madman it 
could not be worse than it is at this present 
moment. Many feel that there must be envi
ronmental, economic, and political changes 
to stop wars, the pollution of the air, and to 
end the material inequality of the very rich 
and the very poor. Many consider that these 
things must be changed first-that if there is 
an environmental, peripheral transformation, 
then we humans will be capable of dealing 
with ourselves more reasonably and wisely. 

I think the difficulty goes much deeper, is 
more complex, and that merely to change 
things outwardly will have little lasting effect. 
Having observed the events in the world, the 
permissive society of the young, and the ter
rible hypocrisy of the older generation, an 
educated and mature mind is full y aware that 
the problem is profound and that it demands 
a totally different way of dealing with it. 

At the very minimum, the picketers, pro
testers, and marchers would have to admit, 
with Thomas Merton, that we have all been 
"conjecturing (about these issues) as co-guilty 
bystanders." My questions are: How are our 
relationships? Is there nothing in our lives that 
can be considered as violent? When people 
come into contact with us, is there the bene
diction of communion between equal person
alities? Or are we as much a part of this system 
of shallowness and loneliness and action based 
in fear and hurt as anything we are attempting 
to "correct"? "Raising consciousness" is one of 
those pathetically arrogant phrases. How did 
we come to the conclusion that our conscious
ness level is higher? Just because we don't eat 
hamburgers and are almost neurotic about 
making certain the cans and bottles after the 
potluck reach the proper recycling bins? Arro-
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PENN CHARTER 

The oldest Quaker school in the nation, 

William Penn Charter School embraces 

tradition and welcomes innovation. 

Essential Quaker principles and practice 
guide Penn Charter, a Friends school by 
birthright and conviction. Within a diverse 

community, we engage students in a 
stimulating and rigorous educational 

program. We foster academic discipline 
and intellectual curiosity to prepare 

graduates for higher education and for life. 

Call to visit our 44-acre campus in East Falls: 
215-844-3460 

3000 West School House Lane, Philadelphia 
www.penncharter.com 

The Bible Association of Friends 
in America 

since 1829 has offered Bibles, NewT estaments, 
and Portions free or at cost to Friends 
institutions, individuals, and others worldwide. 

Write to: P.O. Box 3, Riverton, NJ 08077 

Do you have something 
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Advertise here! 

Place an ad in FRIENDS j oURNAL. 
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lating further confusion, alienation, and, there
fore, violence. 

William Dixon Kimbro 
Arlingron, Va. 

A call to activism 
One of the annoying things about being 

a Quaker is chat pesky "srill, small voice." 
Just when you are up to your ears in work 
and responsibilities, a little voice inside tells 
you, "Time to go out in the street and get 
political." You try to tell the voice to go away, 
but it won't. So, if chis ever happens to you, 
you might as well give in to the voice right 
away, because it won't ever leave you alone. 

This happened to me last fall. I had to 
get Mom to a doctor's appointment and I 
had a contract on my desk chat needed to go 
our, and chen I heard a news program chat 
said, "George Bush is visiting Byer's Choice 
in Colmar, Pennsylvania, in two hours." 
Colmar is a stone's throw from where I live. 

The little voice inside said, "Time to go. 
Get a large piece of poster board and a fat 
marker and make a sign opposing the war in 
Iraq. And get out there and get political." 

I had an hour before Mom's doctor 
appointment; an hour to be an activist. 

As I stood in front ofByer's Choice, two 
or three people offered words of 
encouragement, but most people were rude 
and insulting toward me. One cranky 
heckler got right up in my face and the 
following paraphrased exchange ensued. 

Heckler: "You're a stupid liberal." 
Me: "You don't know me. You don't 

know if I'm liberal or not." 
Heckler: "I can tell by your sign you're a 

srupid liberal." 
I came back at him with a scathing non 

sequitur: "Who bombed our country on 
September 11 ?" 

Heckler: "Uh ... Osama bin Laden ... 
al-Qaida ... and ... uh ... Iraq." 

Me: ''Wrong! There wasn't one Iraqi in 
the group. We were attacked by Osama bin 
Laden and al-Qaida. When our country 
attacked Iraq, we went afrer the wrong 
people. We're solving the wrong problem. If 
you had a broken arm, does it make sense to 
operate on your leg?" 

Heckler: "I don't have a broken arm!" 
Me: "It's a metaphor." 
Heckler: "You can shove your metaphor 

up your_!" 
At chis point I didn't know whether to 

laugh or cry. It was clear that all but the 
simplest use of language and ideas would be 
lost on my heckler. He didn't know what a 
metaphor was. 

O ur country is gearing up for a long, 
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within the realm of possibility chat the war 
will escalate beyond Afghanistan and Iraq. 
The goals and the steps to reach chose goals 
are not clear. From what we can see today in 
Iraq, it is a total mess. 

I am telling you chis story to encourage 
and inspire ocher antiwar activists. In the 
post-9/11 world, it is more challenging chen 
ever to stand up for our Quaker Peace 
Testimony. And it is also more essentical 
chan ever before to stand up for peace. 

So, you know chat little voice-chat srill, 
small voice inside. Go with chat, and you 
can't go wrong. 

Laura Roberts 
Lansdale, Pa. 

We are for family values 
As proud pacifists, liberals (according to 

the dictionary, "liberals" are chose who adopt 
a political philosophy based on the belief in 
progress, the essential goodness of the human 
race, individual responsibility, and who favor 
the protection of political and civil rights), 
environmentalists, and patriots (if these ideas 
don't apply to you, please read on anyway; 
we need to find some common ground) I 
chink we should welcome the discussion 
about family values, morals, and ethics chat 
some political analysts say defined the 
outcome of the 2004 election. Such principles 
are most certainly the foundation for my own 
political viewpoints, although my views may 
differ sharply from chose who declare moral 
superiority as right-wing, fundamentalist 
evangelicals. We cannot allow one party to 
claim exclusive ownership of the concepts of 
family values and moral principles. 

The ensuing debate about what moral 
principles and family values are appropriate 
to guide national and international policy 
should inspire us all to answer some serious 
questions about where our government 
should lead the country and where the 
government should perhaps back off. With 
the assumption chat some form of the 
golden rule ("Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you"; and its corollary, 
don't do to others what you would not like 
done to you) is universally respected and 
attempted by just about everyone, here are 
some of my questions. Please add any chat 
you chink appropriate to the issues we face. 

• Does preemptive war represent a 
national and international policy chat is 
guided by the golden rule? 

• Is development and harboring of 
nuclear weapons a national and international 
policy that is acceptable by the golden rule? 

• Is there some ocher moral principle chat 
is more appropriate to guide national and 
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international policy? 
• What is an appropriate means of 

defense in the face of terrorism? 
• Whom do we include in our definition 

of"family"? Immediate family? Extended 
family? The family of Americans? Only 
those who share the same religious beliefs? 
Only those who share the same political 
doctrines? The family of all humans? The 
family of all life? 

• What do we value for members of our 
family as defined above? 

• What is marriage? Is it primarily defined 
as a legal, physical, financial, or spiritual 
union? rw e may not like some of the answers 
if we look at the actual history of marriage!) 

• Is it necessary or proper for any 
government to define or condone marriage? 
Is it appropriate for the U.S. government to 
define marriage as that described in the 
Bible, considering that there are many faiths 
other than Christian in the United States? 

• If human life and family life are highly 
revered, is it morally right to engage in 
preemptive war? Any kind of war? 

• If all oflife is highly revered as part of 
our family, or as neighbors, how do we 
conduct ourselves as humans to ensure the 
sustainabiliry of plants and animals with 
whom we share the planet? 

These are just a few questions that come 
to mind. 

Katherine Darrow 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Quaker decision making by 
e-mail 

As a member of the committee revising 
Faith and Practice for New England Yearly 
Meeting, I'm interested in collecting Friends 
thoughts about how new communication 
technologies impact our lives together as 
Friends. I'd welcome receiving responses to 
the following questions, as well as any other 
comments you may have (e-mail: 
<arthur@arthurfink.com>). 

• In what ways are you using e-mail and 
websites to communicate with other Friends 
concerning Quaker committees or meetings? 

• Are you going further and using e-mail 
or websites in any way to facilitate the 
decision-making or agenda-setting process? 

• H ave your monthly, preparative, 
quarterly, or yearly meeting provided any 
guidance, cautions, or encouragement about 
these practices? Has your ministry and 
counsel committee looked at these questions? 

• Is your yearly meeting Faith and Practice 
available online? If so, have you used it in that 
form? Is it electronically searchable? And does 
it make real use ofWeb linking, or is it just a 
"flat" representation of the physical book? 
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Moorestown Friends School is a community dedicated to the pursuit 
of educational excellence for a diverse student body, 
within an academically rigorous and balanced program 
emphasizing personal, ethical and spiritual growth. 
110 East Main Street Moorestown New Jersey 08057. 
Call (856)235-2900 or visit our website at www.mfriends.org. 
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Scattergood Friends School, founded 
in 1890, is committed ro fostering 
lifelong and self-directed learning, 
developing a sense of personal 
responsibility and cultivating global 
citizenship. 

• All recent graduates have gained 
college acceptance 

• Srudent-ro-reacher ratio: 4 to I 
• Innovative block scheduling 
• Community service graduation 

requirement 
• Shared work program 
• Organic garden, farm 
• Comprehensive, exciting 

Arts Department 
• Daily Collection, weekly 

Meeting for Worship 

For information, call roll-free at 
1-888-737-4636, or e-mail 
admissions@scarrergood.org 

1951 Delta Avenue 
West Branch, Iowa 52358 
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Quaker Sponsored 
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• Personal Care Community 
• Health Care Center 

6300 Greene Street • Philadelphia, PA 19144 

215-844-0 7 00 
www.stapeley.org ECUAL HOUSIHO 

OPPORTUNITY 

• Are there any other comments or 
concerns you wish to share? 

Arthur Fink 
Peaks Island, Maine 

T he way to peace 
Peace is more than the absence of war. 

It must be nurtured with love, protected 
with justice, and preserved with freedom. 
Peace will be attainable only when the vast 
majority of us human beings believes it is. 
Our God-given unity of spirit gives us the 
potential to eliminate the conditions and 
attitudes that cause war and violence. 

Peace wimess must start with eliminating 
threats of war and seeking a society with 
equality and justice for all, a community 
where every person's potential may be 
fulfilled, and a restored Earth. 

U nderstanding cultural and religious 
diversity, respecting our differences, and 
seeking common goals are essential to peace. 
People all over the world seek peace that 
allows them to keep their families cogether, 
to feed them, and to protect them from 
sickness, war, and death. In that, we share a 
common goal. There are hundreds of 
international agencies that need workers to 
help accomplish these common objectives, 
including several Quaker groups like Pro
Nica, Friends Peace T earns, and American 
Friends Service Committee. 

Nonviolence must be so instinctive that 
we react to conflict with understanding and 
cooperation. It starts in our homes, our 
schools, our communities, and with the 
education of our children. 

The place to start is within ourselves, 
looking to the Inner Light that guides us. 
Not all of us will respond in the same way . 
In war, one may be led to become a 
conscientious objector; another may choose 
to bear arms. How one responds to violent 
situations will be influenced by individual 
experience. How one is led to serve depends 
on one's individual calling. It is not for us to 
judge where the Inner Light leads another. 

We must not overlook the challenges that 
contribute to violence and crime. How we 
deal with the violent perpetrator or drug and 
alcohol addict is often not reasonable. We 
often react with anger and fear, rather than 
with logic and understanding. The justice we 
mete out is more often vengeance than 
punishment. Prison reform and legal reform 
are essential to promoting crime reduction. 

All of us are related in spirit. Unity of 
spirit needs to be reinforced constantly. As 
any one of our brothers and sisters is 
hurting, we are hurting. We are all parr of 
one community. 

Donald Cumming 
Sarasota, Fla. 
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Accommodations 
Traveling West? Visit the Ben Lomond Quaker Center. 
Personal retreats and our annual schedule of Quaker pro
grams. Among the redwoods, near Santa Cruz, Calif. (631) 
336-6333. <http://www.quakercenter.org>. 

Burtt House Friends Center, Ithaca (New York) Friends 
Meeting. Rooms for sojourners, students, residents. Historic 
home, site of peace activism and outreach. Beautiful lake 
view, adjacent to waterfall. Ithaca College nearby; short 
walk to Cornell University and downtown. Intentional com
munity of four to six persons sharing Quaker values and 
concerns. Common kitchen, living areas, laundry. 227 N. 
Willard Way, Ithaca, NY 14850. Contact Ginny at (607) 272-
3471 or Wilma at <Wilmabny@hotmail.colll>. 

Washington, D.C., your destination? The Washington Of
fice of the American Friends Service Committee at 1622 R 
Street, NW, offers overnight accommodations in a Quaker 
tradition. Reasonable rates. Two blocks from Dupont Circle 
subway station on the Red Line; close to galleries and 
bookstores. Shared and single rooms available. Gays, lesbi
ans and people of color are welcome. (202) 232-3196 or 
<davishouse@afsc.org>. 

Quaker Hill Conference Center-Richmond, Indiana. Over
night accommodations at Woodard Lodge and the historic 
Evans House are available year-round for travelers to the 
Richmond area. Our facilnies are also available for retreats 
meetings, family get-togethers, and other private gatherings: 
For details and reservations call (765) 962-5741 , e-mail 
<quakerhill@parallax.wS>, or visit our website at <http:// 
www.qhcc.org>. 

Seattle-Affordable, private travelers' rooms available at 
Quaker House. Contact Megan Snyder-Camp at University 
Friends Meetinghouse, 4001 9th Avenue NE, Seattle, WA 
96105. (206) 632-9639. 

William Penn House, Washington, D.C. Quaker Seminars, 
youth programs, bed and breakfast. Five blocks from the 
Capitol, Supreme Court, and near Smithsonian museums. 
Shared accommodations for individuals and groups. Gays, 
lesb1ans, and people of color are welcome. 515 East 
Capitol Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003, (202) 543-5560, 
fax (202) 543-3614, <director@wmpennhouse.org>, <WWW 
.Quaker.org/penn-house>. 

Looking for a creative living alternative In New York 
City? Penington Friends House may be the place for you! 
We are looking for people of all ages who want to make a 
serious commitment to a community lifestyle based on 
Quaker principles. For information call (212) 673-1730. We 
also have overnight accommodations. 

Senta Fe-Simply charming adobe guest apartment at our 
historic meetinghouse. Fireplace, bath, k~chenette, very 
convenient to downtown and galleries, as well as our tran
quil garden. One nighHme month stays, affordable. Call 
(505) 963-7241 . 

Beacon Hill Friends House: Quaker-sponsored residence 
of 19 int~rested in community living, spiritual growth, peace, 
and SOCial concerns. All faiths welcome. For information, ap
plication: BHFH, 6 Chestnut Street, Boston, MA 02106-
3624. (617) 227-9116. Overnight and short-term accommo
dations also available. <directors@bhfh.org>; <WWW.bhfh 
.org>. 

Pittsburgh-Well located, affordable, third-floor (walkup) 
guest rooms with shared bath. Single or double occupancy. 
Krtchen ava1lable. Contact: House Manager, Friends Meet
Inghouse, 4836 Ellsworth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213. 
Telephone: (412) 663-2669. 

When you are in Southern Oregon, Anne Hathaway's 
Cottage in Ashland is a convenient, Friendly place to stay. 
(600) 643-4434. 
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Chicago-Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends meetinghouse. Short- or long-term. Contact: Sofia 
Community, Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60637. (773) 266-3066. ' 

Coming to London? Friendly B&B just a block from the 
Bnt1sh Museum and very close to London University. A central 
location for all tourist activities. Ideal for persons traveling 
alone. Direct subway and bus links with Heathrow Airport. 
The Penn Club, 21 Bedford Place, London WC1B SJJ. 
Telephone: +44 (207) 636-4716. Fax: +44 (207) 636-5516. 
<WWW.pennclub.co.uk>. 

Books and Publications 

Call for our latest catalog. which always includes many 
new hiles, or check our website <WWW.quakerbooks 
.org> for the latest in Quaker books. 
We think ours is the most comprehensive listing of Quaker
related material available. We can order any book (Quaker 
or not) and search for out-of-print titles. Talk to us about 
book tables for your meeting, and discounts for spiritual 
formation or study groups. 
Books shipped worldwide. 
To order or inquire, call us at (800) 966-4556 
or e-mail: <bookstore@fgcquaker.org> 
or visit: <WWW.quakerbooks.org>. 

"ARE YOU SATISFIED?" CD of original music, Quakerly 
concerns: life as a hopeful spiritual journey, personal and 
political resolutions. Listen, read lyrics at <WWW.Iauriechilders 
.co111>, also <Cdbaby.com/lchilderS>. 

Free Quaker Pamphlets 
Out-of-print Pendle Hill Pamphlets, Quaker Universalists 
William Penn Lectures, for study groups, workshops: 
educational programs, individual journeys. 

<http://pamphlets.quaker.org> 

THE PEACEABLE TABLE, successor to The Friendly Veg
etarian. A monthly online journal for vegetarian Quakers and 
others. Articles, recipes, book and film reviews, letters. 
<WWW.vegetarianfriends.net>. 

Friends Bulletin, magazine of Western U.S. Quakers, 
subscription $16. Sample copies free. A Westem Quaker 
Reader. $20. Pamphlet "Islam from a Quaker Perspective·: 
$4 (including postage). Friends Bulletin, 3223 Danaha 
Street, Torrance, CA 90505. <westernquaker.net>; 
<friendsbul@aol.com>. 

You' re In good company with Friends United Press 
authors, including Douglas Steere, Howard Thurman, 
Daisy Newman, John Punshon, Tom Mullen, Doug Gwyn, 
Louise Wilson, Wil Cooper, T. Canby Jones, D. Elton 
Trueblood-and, of course, George Fox, John Woolman, 
and William Penn. Inspiration, humor, fiction, and history 
that take you to the roots of Quaker beginnings, belief, 
and beyond. Write 101-A Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, IN 
47374 for a free catalog or call (600) 537-6639. 
<WWW.fum.org>. 

Qua_ker !Jooks:_ Rare and out-of-print journals, history, 
relig1on, 1nsp~rat1onal. Contact us for specific books or 
topics. Vintage Books, 161 Hayden Rowe Street, 
Hopkinton, MA 01746. (506) 435-3499. E-mail us at 
<Vintage@gis.net>. 

Opportunities 
Burundi, Rwanda, Kenya, and Uganda Workcarnps with 
the African Great Lakes Initiative/Friends Peace Teams
construct classrooms-refurbish Quaker schools-rebuild 
homes-July 3 to August 6, 2005. Teams with international 
and local workcampers. Good heaijh and willingness to do 
manual labor. Construction skills unnecessary. Living condi
tions will be Spartan. Fundraising required. Applications on 
a first come basis. Contact Dawn Rubber!, <auntdawn 
@charter.net>. 

China Summer Workcamp: Participate in a program that 
w1ll transport you from Beijing, one fo the most developed 
C1t1es 1n the world, to the Hunan province in rural central 
China, one of the most remote areas left on the Asian 
continent. Participants will join Chinese, Korean, and Japa
nese volunteers in teaching English and environmental stud
ies to local children in Hunan. This Workcamp is a joint 
project between the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Friends 
Workcamp Program, AFSC, and Westfield Monthly Meet
Ing. July 25-August 21, 2005. Application deadline is March 
15, 2005. Must be 16-100 +years old. For more information 
e-mail, <chinaworkcamp@pym.org>or call (215) 241-7236. 
<http://www.pym.orgtworkcamp/China/china.htm>. 

Young Adult Leadership Development Program at 
Pendle Hill : In the interns' own words: "An amazing 
opportunity to live, work, play, study, and worship for 7 
weeks in a beautiful, resource-rich community, ... a chance 
to learn from and alongside inspirational people, recon
nect with your spiritual center, and be supported in off
campus social justice work." Ages 16-24, June 19-Au
gust 6, 2005. Modest stipend. 
Social Action and Social Witness Internships: a Sept.
June service internship for young adults and seasoned 
activists. Room, board, tuition, and health insurance pro
vided. Ground your activism in spiritual community! 

~ Contact: Bobbi Kelly, (610) 566-4507/(600) 
'fl 742-3150, ext. 137; <bobbi@pendlehill.org>. 

Friends Association for Higher Education. Confer
ence at Haverford College June 16-19, 2005, " Center
Ing on the Edge: Intellect, Spirit, Action." Deepening 
the intellect while feeding the spirit and the soul. Witness
ing through scholarship, work in the classroom, adminis
tration, campus life and beyond. Facing constraints, tak
ing risks. <http://www.haverford.edulhcweMahel>. 
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SCHOOL tJf RELIC ION 

At this year's Spirituality Gathering, Saturday, March 5, 
2005, we will explore the fascinating ways that music 
speaks the language of the Spirit, including the spiritual 
practice of composing and performing, music as an agent 
of healing, and more. Plan to join us! Learn more: contact 
Rita, at <Cummiri@earlham.edu>, or (800) 432-1377. 

Do you care about the future 
of the Religious Society of Friends? 

Support g rowing meetings and a spiritually vital Quak
erism for all ages with a deferred g ift to Friends Gen
e ral Conference (bequest, charitable gift annuity, trust). 

For information, please contact Michael 
Wajda at FGC, 1216 Arch Street, 2-B, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107; (215) 561-1700; 
<michaelw@fgcquaker.org>. 

Winter Conferences at Pendle Hill 
January 16-21 : Re-Thinking Rufus Jones, with Stephen 
W. Angell 
January 21-23: A Yoga Retreat You Can Take Home, 
with Robert Butera 
January 23--26: Dreaming Paths to a Better World, 
with Jeremy Taylor 
January 26-30: Couple Enrichment, with Joan and Rich 
Liversidge 
January 30-February 4: Simple Uvlng, with Frank Levering 
February 4--0: Cultivating a Deepened Faithfulness In 
Our Meetings, with Pat McBee and Bob Schmitt 
February 6-11 : Experiment with Light, with Rex Ambler 
and Marcelle Martin 
February 11-13: Dancing in the Gates of Jewish Spirl· 
tuallty, with Marcia Prager 
February 16-20: Family Life: An Opportunity to Live 
Our Faith, with Harriet Heath, Daniells Beauvais, and 
Larue Evans 
February 27-March 4: Launching Your Spiritual Auto
biography, with Helen Horn and Janet Carter 

; 

For more Information contact: Pendle Hill, 336 
Plush Mill Road, Wallingford, PA 19066-6099. (600) 
742-3150, extension 142. <WWW.pendlehill.org>. 

Teach English In China. YingwenTeach, a Friendly Tuc
son organization, seeks adventuresome souls to teach con
versational English for long- or short-term (2, 3 , or 4 weeks). 
Chinese schools provide salary, free housing, and more. 
Contact Shane at <info@yingwenteach.colll>. 

Friends Center with unprogrammed Christian orlen-
tation, Barnesville, Ohio, offers quiet, welcoming space 
for personal retreats with optional spiritual consultation. 
Weekend g roup retreats also offered: March 4--0, 2005 
Opportunities and Challenges of Growing Older with 
Ken and Katharine Jacobsen; April 22- 24, 2005 Gospel 
Lives- Learning from the Quaker Journals of Ohio 
Yearly Meeting Ministers with Bill Taber and Doug 
Walsh. Write to Friends Center, 61366 Olney Lane, 
Barnesville, OH 43713 or call (740) 425-2653. 

Journallng: Host an Intensive Journal Workshop at your 
Meeting. Vic Kryston of Goose Creek Meeting, a certified 
leader of the Ira Progoff Intensive Journal program for 
over twenty years, will come to your meeting and conduct 
a workshop. Contact him: (540) 622-5607, <Vickryston 
@mac.com>. 
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Monteverde Friends School seeks assistant director, 
pre-K-12 teachers, and volunteers. School year begins in 
August 2005. MFS is an English-dominant, bilingual school 
with multi-graded classes in Costa Rica's rural moun
tains. While salaries are tow, the experience is rich. Simple 
housing included for teachers. Application deadline Feb
ruary 15, 2005, o r until position filled, volunteers any 
month. Contact Jenny Rowe, Monteverde Friends School, 
Monteverde 5655, Puntarenas, Costa Rica. Tel/fax 011 
(506) 645-5302. E-mail: <mfschool@racsa.co.cr>. Visit 
<WWW.mfschool.org>. 

STUDY TOUR-BOLIVIA, PERU. Meet some of 
Bolivia 's 40,000 Aymara Indian Quakers. Visit life
changing small development projects funded by Quaker 
Bolivia Link. See Lake Titicaca, Cusco, and Machu 
Picchu, optional Inca Trail. June 23-July 14, 2005. 
$2780. Contact Barbara Flynn (707) 823·6034, 
<treasureandes@mindspring.com> web: <www 
. TreasuresoftheAndes.com>. 

The Carpenter's Boat Shop in Pemaquid, Maine, is 
offering free, one-year apprenticeships in wooden boat 
and furniture building. The Boat Shop is an ecumenical 
community/school based on the Benedictine tradition. It 
teaches the skills of carpentry, boatbuilding, and boat use 
while living in simple community. For further information 
please write or call Rev. Robert lves, 440 Old County 
Road, Pemaquid, ME 04558. Phone: (207) 677-3768. e
mail: <boatshop@midcoast.com>. 

Tour: Meet Friends in Riga, Kiev, Moscow, St. Peters
burg. June 2005. 17 days, approximately $3,700. Spon
sored by Friends House Moscow. Contact Julie Harlow 
ASAP to reserve space: <fhmus@aol.com> or 1163 Au
bum Drive, Davis, CA 95616 or (530) 753-6826. 

Costa Rica Study Tours: Visit the Quaker community in 
Monteverde. For information and a brochure contact Sa
rah Stuckey: 011 (506) 645-5436; write: Apdo. 46-5655, 
Monte-verde, Costa Rica; e-mail:<crstudy@racsa.co.cr>; 
<WWw.crstudytours.com>, or call in the USA (520) 364-
8694. 

Quaker Writers and Artists! 
Quakers used to shun the arts-but no more! Join the 
Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts; get our exciting, infor
mative newsletter, "Types & Shadows"; keep up with 
other artistic Friends around the country; and help create 
a new chapter in Quaker history. Membership: $24/yr. 
FQA, P.O. Box 58565, Philadelphia, PA 19102. e-mail: 
<fqa@quaker.org>. Web: <WWW.quaker.org/fqa>. 

Quaker House Ann Arbor has periodic openings in a six
person intentional community based on Friends principles. 
(734) 761-7435. <quakerhouse@umich.edU>; <WWW.ic.org 
.qhaa>. 

To consider mountain view retirement property, near 
a Friends center, visit <arizonafriends.com> or write Roy 
Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 1182 Hornbeam Road, Sabina, 
OH 45169. 

Personals 
Single Booklovers, a national g roup, has been getting 
unattached booklovers together since 1970. Please write 
P.O. Box 1658, Andalusia, PA 19020 or call (800) 717-
5011 . 

ConcernedUi~ 
Concerned Singles links socially conscious singles who 
care about peace, social justice, race, gender equity, envi
ronment. Nationwide{Jntemational. All ages, straighVgay. 
Since 1984. Free sample: Box 444-FJ, Lenox Dale, MA 
01242; (413) 243-4350; <WWW.concernedsingles.com>. 

Positions Vacant 
Caretaker wanted for Centre Meetinghouse 

Three-bedroom house, across from Centre Meetinghouse 
in Centerville, Del., is available at reduced rent in exchange 
for caretaker duties. Send r~sum~ and references to Albert 
van Cleeff, 2003 Silverside Road. Wilmington, DE 1981 o, by 
January 15. 

High Point Friends Meeting, High Point, N.C., is seeking 
senior pastoral minister. Individual must posses strong Chris
tian faith, be experienced in and committed to the witness of 
Friends in worship, governance, and missions. Applicants 
should send r~sum~ and references to Chairman, Search 
Committee, High Point Friends Meeting, 3221 Pine Needles 
Road, High Point, NC 27265. 

Pendle Hill High School Youth Camp Leaders (3): 
Facilitate and help plan weeklong Quaker high school 
program. Service projects, field trips, discussions, games, 
Quaker values and history. July 10--17, 2005, plus plan
ning day in May. 
Summer Youth Programs Co-Coordinator: Plan and 
co-lead 7 -week young adult service and spiritual enrich
ment program, weeklong high school program. April
August (negotiable). Room, board, and salary provided. 

Contact: Elizabeth Ellis, (610) 566-45071(800) 742-3150, 
ext. 129; <elizabethellis@pendlehill.org>. 

~omp ""' w-
Now hiring for the summer of 2005. Join our family in 
making a difference in the lives of children. Camp Coun
selor, Cook, and Nurse positions available. Please call 
Travis at (609) 654-8846 for more information. P. 0. Box 
263, Medford, NJ 08055. <Www.campdarkwaters.org>. 

AFSC Regional Director 
American Friends Service Committee seeks Regional Di
rector who has primary responsibility for the leadership of 
the Pacific Mountain region, which has program in Northern 
Calif. AFSC is a Quaker Peace and Justice Organization 
that does community organizing, peace education, criminal 
justice, immigrant services and rights organizing, youth lead
ership dev., and conflict resolution work. The position re
quires a BA and 4 years experience leading a muHiraciall 
ethnic workplace. Candidates need familiarity with Quaker 
principles or a willingness to learn them, and a strong 
commitment to nonviolence as a means of social change. 
People of color, lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, transgender 
people, people with disabilities and women are encouraged 
to apply. Send r~sum~ and cover letter by e-mail to Roy 
Bateman c/o <pmr@afsc.org> or call (415) 565-0201, ext. 
12. Fax (415) 565.0204. R~sum~s due January 31, 2005. 
For more information visit our Web page at <WWW.afsc.org>. 

Summer Employment 
Staff needed. Quaker owned/directed camp since 1946. 
Located in one of the most spectacular areas of the U.S., in 
Adirondacks near Lake Placid, NY. Positions available for 
cabin and specialty counselors as well as some department 
head and administrative positions. Good salaries and ac
commodations. Single or married, children of staff warmly 
welcomed. See our ad on page 31. Call Mike at (609) 688-
0368. 
Volunteer Internship at Ben Lomond Quaker Center, a 
retreat and conference center near Santa Cruz, Calif. Resi
dential, one year beginning August. Great opportunity to 
grow spiritually and work in all areas of this Quaker 
nonprofit. Mountains, redwoods, housing, stipend, and ben· 
efits provided. Singles and couples both welcome. Applica
tion deadline: April 1; call (831)336-8333, e-mail <mail 
@quakercenter.org> for info. 

ARC Ecumenical Retreat Community (Action, Reflection, 
Celebration) invites applications now from adult volunteers 
for up to one year or longer beginning in 2005. ARC's 
residential community, centered in the Christian hospitality 
tradition, serves individuals and groups seeking time apart, 
rest, and spiritual renewal. Room, board, health insurance, 
and stipend provided. For information see <WWW.arcretreat 
.org>, or contact the Director at <arcretreat@hotmail.com>, 
or (763) 689·3540. 

Resident managers. The American Friends Service Com
mittee seeks live-in co-resident managers for 7 -bed guest 
facilities at its Washington Office in the Dupont Circle neigh
borhood of Washington, D.C. Fostering Quaker hospitality, 
the resident managers book overnight guests, supervise 
housekeeper, arrange relief house-sitters, oversee opera
tions, and market the guest accommodations. The AFSC is 
an AAIEEO employer. Contact Willa Streater, (215) 241-
7167, or <Wstreater@afsc.org>. 

Interns: 9-12 month commitment. Assist with hospi· 
tality and seminar planning at William Penn House. Room 
and board with small stipend. Applications from gays, 
lesbians, and people of color are welcome. 5 blocks 
from the Capitol, Supreme Court, and near the Smithsonian 
Museums. 515 East Capitol Street, SE, Washington, 
DC 20003 , (202) 543-5560, fax: (202) 543-3814, 
<director@wmpennhouse.org>, <WWW.Quaker.orglpenn
house>. 

Real Estate 
Quaker REALTOR specializing in Bucks County, Pa., and 
Mercer County, N.J. I welcome the opportunity to exceed 
your expectations. Mark Fulton, Prudential Fox and Roach 
Realtors, 83 South Main Street, Yardley, PA 19067. (215) 
493.0400 ext. 131 . 

Rentals & Retreats 
Attention Birders and Hikers 

Cottage on the foothills of the Chiricahua Mountains in 
Arizona. Available February through April. Famous birding 
and hiking trails in the beau1iful Cave Creek Canyon. By 
week or month. Call (520) 558-2378. 

Mid Maine Clapboard Cottage 
Distinctive family retreat in three acres of woodland, near 
Washington Pond. Sleeps 4 to 6. Sunroom, wood-burning 
stove, washer, canoe. Half hour d rive to coast. $470 pw. 
Curtis (207) 845-2208. 

Nantucket, 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, near beach and Hum
mock Pond. Washer, dryer, dishwasher, deck, barbecue. 
Available June, July, and August; 2 weeks minimum. Non
smokers. (978) 462-9449 evenings. <broken@comcast.nel>. 

Bald Head Island, N.C. Panoramic view of ocean, dunes, 
lagoon, and golf course from four-bedroom, two-bathroom, 
beautifully furnished house with wraparound deck, two 
electric golf carts. 14 miles of beach, championship golf, 
tennis, croquet, swimming, and fishing. 13,000 acres of 
maritime wilderness. Many birds and wildflowers. No cars 
on island. Peaceful, friendly. Rental by day or week. (215) 
699-9186. 

Cuernavaca, Mexico: Families, friends, study groups 
enjoy this beautiful Mexican house. Mexican family 
staff provide excellent food and care. Six twin bed
rooms, with bath and own entrance. Large living and 
dining room, long terrace with dining area and moun
tain and volcano views. Large garden and heated pool. 
Close to historic center and transportation. Call Edith 
Nicholson (011) 52-777-3180383, or Joe Nicholson, 
(502) 894-9720. 

Pocono Manor. Beautiful, rustic mountain house suitable 
for gatherings, retreats, and reunions. Seven bedrooms. 
Three full baths. Beds for 15. Fully equipped. Deck with 
mountain view. Hiking trails from back door. Weekends or 
by the week, April through October. Contact Melanie Douty: 
(215) 736-0948. 

Cape May, N.J. Beach House-weekly rentals; weekend 
rentals in off-season. Sleeps 12+. Great for family re
unions! Block from beach. Close to mall. Ocean views 
from wraparound porch. Call: (718) 398-3561. 

Retirement Living 
Beautiful Pleasant Hill, Tennessee. Diverse activist 
community. Full Service faci lity. Independent homes 
to skilled nursing care. Quaker meeting on premises. (931) 
277-5003, Phil Thomforde. (931 ) 277-3518, office, brochure. 

The Hickman, a nonprofit, Quaker-sponsored community in 
historic West Chester, has been quietly providing excellent 
care to older persons for over a century. Call today for a tour : 
(610) 696-1 536, or visit <WWW.thehickman.org>. 

MEDFORD LEAS 

Medford Leas Continuing Care Retirement 
Community 

Medford Leas welcomes you to visit our CCAC-accred
ited, Quaker-related continuing care retirement commu
nityl Blending the convenience and accessibility of subur
ban living with the unique aesthetic of an arboretum and 
nature preserve, Medford Leas continues the long 
tradition of Quaker interest in plants and nature and 
their restorative qualities. A wide range of residential 
styles (from garden-style apartments to clustered 
townhouses) are arranged amidst the unique beauty of 
over 200 acres of landscaped gardens, natural wood
lands, and meadows. With campuses in both Medford 
and Lumberton, New Jersey, the cultural, intellectual, 
and recreational offerings of Philadelphia, Princeton, 
and New York City are just 30 to 90 minu1es away. In 
addition, many popular New Jersey shore points are 
also within similar driving distances. Medford Monthly 
Meeting is thriving, active, and caring. Amenity and 
program highlights include: walking/biking trails, tennis 
courts, indoor and outdoor swimming pools, fitness 
centers and programs, computer center, greenhouses, 
very active self-governed residents' association w~h 
over 80 committees, on-s~e "university" program, and 
much more. Extensive lifenmeResidence and Care Agree
ment covers medical care, prescription drugs, and future 
long-term nursing and/or assisted living care without 
caps or limits. For more information call (800) 331-4302. 
<WWW.medfordleas.org>. 
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SERVICES FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

Kendal communities and services reflect sound man
agement, adherence to Quaker values, and respect for 
each individual. 
Continuing care retirement communities: 
Kendal at Longwood; Crosslands ·Kennett Square, Pa. 
Kendal at Hanover· Hanover, N.H. 
Kendal at Oberlin • Oberlin, Ohio 
Kendal at Ithaca · Ithaca, N.Y. 
Kendal at Lexington • Lexington, Va. 
Communities under development: 
Kendal on Hudson· Sleepy Hollow, N.Y. 
Kendal at Granville • Granville, Ohio 
Independent living with residential services: 
Coniston and Cartmel • Kennett Square, Pa. 
The Lathrop Communities • Northampton and 
Easthampton, Mass. 
Nursing care, residential and assisted living: 
Barclay Friends • West Chester, Pa. 
Advocacy/education programs: 
Untie the Elderly • Pa. Restraint Reduction Initiative 
Kendal Corporation Internships 
For Information, call or write: Doris Lambert, The Kendal 
Corporation, P.O. Box 100, Kennett Square, PA 19348. 
(610) 388-5581 . E-mail: <info@kcorp.kendal.org>. 

Walton Reti rement Home, a nonprofit ministry of Ohio 
Yearly Meeting since 1944, offers an ideal place for re
tirement. Both assisted living and independent living fa
cilities are available. For further information, please call 
Nirmal or Diana Kaul at (7 40) 425-2344, or write to Walton 
Retirement Home, 1254 East Main Street, Barnesville, 
OH 43713. 

I 
Friends Homes, Inc., founded by North 
Carolina Yearty Meeting of the Society of 
Friends, has been providing retirement op
tions since 1968. Both Friends Homes at 
Guilford and Friends Homes West are fee
for-service, continuing care retirement com

munities offering independent living, assisted living, 
and skilled nursing care. Located in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, both communities are close to Guilford Col
lege and several Friends meetings. Enjoy the beauty 
of four seasons, as well as outstanding cultural , intel
lectual, and spiritual opportunities in an area where 
Quaker roots run deep. For information please call: 
(336) 292-9952, or write: Friends Homes West, 6100 
W. Friendly Avenue, Greensboro, NC 27410. Friends 
Homes, Inc. owns and operates communities dedi
cated to the letter and spirit of Equal Housing Opportu
nity. <WWW.friendshomes.org>. 

Friends House, a Quaker-sponsored retirement commu
nity in Santa Rosa, California, offers one- and two-bed
room garden apartments or more spacious three-bed
room, two-bath homes for independent living. Immediate 
occupancy may be available. An assisted-living home, a 
skilled nursing facility, and adult day care services are 
also available on campus. Friends House is situated one 
hour north of San Francisco with convenient access to 
the Pacific coast, redwood forests, cultural events, medi
cal services, and shopping. Friends House, 684 Benicia 
Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409. (707) 538-0152. -:www 
.friendshouse.org>. 

Schools 
United Friends School: coed; preschool-S; emphasizing 
rntegrated, developmentally appropriate curriculum, after 
school arts, sports, and music programs. Busing available. 
1018 West Broad Street, Quakertown, PA 18951 . (215) 
538-1733. <WWW.unitedfriendsschool.org>. 

Lansdowne Friends School-a small Friends school for 
boys and girts three years of age through sixth grade, rooted 
in Quaker values. We provide children with a quality academic 
and a developmentally appropriate program in a nurturing 
environment. Whole language, thematic education, conflict 
resolution, Spanish, after-school care, summer program. 
110 N. Lansdowne Avenue, Lansdowne, PA 19050. (610) 
623-2548. 

Junior high boarding school for grades 7, 8, 9. Small 
academic classes, challenging outdoor experiences, com
munity service, consensus decision making, daily work 
projects in a small, caring, community environment. Arthur 
Morgan School, 60 AMS Circle, Burnsville, NC 28714. 
(828) 675-4262. <info@arthurmorganschool.org>, <WWW 
. arthurmorganschool.org>. 
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Sandy Spring Friends School. Five-or seven-day board
ing option for grades 9-12. Day school pre-K through 12. 
College preparatory, upper school AP courses. Strong arts 
and academics, visual and performing arts, and team 
athletic programs. Coed. Approximately 480 students. 
140-acre campus less than an hour from Washington, 
D.C., and Baltimore, Md. International programs. Incor
porating traditional Quaker values. 16923 Norwood Road, 
Sandy Spring, MD 20860. (301) 77 4-7 455, ext. 375. <WWW 
.ssfs.org>. 

Stratford Friends School provides a strong academic 
program in a warm, supportive, ungraded setting for chil
dren ages 5 to 13 who learn differently. Small classes and 
an enriched curriculum answer the needs of the whole 
child. An at-risk program for five-year-olds is available. 
The school also offers an extended day program, tutor
ing, and summer school. Information: Stratford Friends 
School, 5 Llandillo Road, Havertown, PA 19083. (610) 
446-3144. 

Frankford Friends School: coed, Pre-K to grade 8; serving 
center city, Northeast, and most areas of Philadelphia. We 
provide children with an affordable yet challenging aca
demic program in a small, nurturing environment. Frankford 
Friends School, 1500 Orthodox Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19124. (215) 533-5368. 

Services Offered 

Custom Calligraphy. Marriage Certificates; celebrations of 
commitment; naming documents for newborn or adopted 
children. Visit my website -:wynnellewellyn.com> or call me 
to discuss your needs. (413) 634-5576. 

Senior Solutions: Retired pastoral psychotherapist can 

~-·~··""' -··~" facilitate relocation; respite/post-hospital 
care/hospice; and travel companionship. 
Contact: Kay Bainbridge, M.A., (610) 296-
5489. 

All Things Calligraphic 
Carol Gray, Calligrapher(Quaker). Specializing in wed-
ding certificates. Reasonable rates, timely turnarounds. 
Call or e-mail: (404) 296-0672 / <chezgray@mindspring 
. com>. 

e.""'"""' ..... , • Calligraphy 
• Graphic Design 
·Note Cards 
• Illustration 

Ahimsa Graphics, 24 Cavanaugh Ct., Saunderstown, AI 
02874. (401) 294-n69 or (888) 475-6219. 
<WWW.pennyjackim.calligraphicarts.org>. 

Moving? Maybe David Brown, a Quaker real estate bro
ker, can help. Contact him at <davidhbrown@mindspring 
.com>. 

Custom Marriage Certificates, and other traditional or 
decorated documents. Various calligraphic styles and wa
tercolor designs available. Over ten years' experience. Pam 
Bennett, P. 0 . Box 136, Uwchlan, PA 19480. (610) 458-
4255. <Prbcallig@netzero.com>. 

Purchase Quarterly Meeting (NYYM) maintains a peace 
tax escrow fund. Those interested in tax witness may 
wish to contact us through NYYM, 15 Rutherford Place, 
New York, NY 10003. 

H FREEMAN 1 501 East Main Street 
• Cantarvil/e, IN 47330 

765-93.9-6910 
ASSOCIATES, LLC HFrseAssoc~aOI.com 

Consulting services for educational institutions and non-
profit organizations. Fundraising. Capital campaigns. 
Planned giving. Recent clients include liberal arts col-
leges, seminaries independent schools, social service 
agencies, Pendle Hill, FGC, and many other Friends 
organizations. <WWW.Hfreemanassociates.com> . 

Summer Camps 
Night Eagle Wilderness Adventures, in Vermont's 
Green Mountains, is a unique, primitive summer camp 
designed to build a boy's self-confidence and foster a 
better understanding of native peoples and their relation
ship with the Earth. Activities tend to spring from the 
natural environment and teach boys to rely on their own 
ingenuity. Through community living and group decision 
making, campers learn to live and play together in a spirit 
of cooperation rather than competition. For 40 boys, ages 
1Q-14. Two-, three-, and six-week sessions. Please visit 
our website: <WWW.nighteaglewildemess.com> or call for 
a full brochure: (802) n3-7866. 
Accredited by The American Camping Association 

~ompOo~-rn 
Give your child a camp experience like the one you 
hadl Camp Dark Waters offers one- and two-week 
sessions for boys and girls ages 7-14. Focusing on 
fun, growth, simplicity, nonviolent resolution, stew· 
ardshlp, equality, and Integrity, Camp Dark Waters' 
diverse community helps children build new friend
ships in a family atmosphere. For more information, 
please call Travis at (609) 654-8846, P. 0 . Box 263, 
Medford, NJ 08055. -:www.campdarkwaters.org>. 

Pendle Hill 's High School Youth Camp, for ages 15-
18, July 1 Q-17, 2005. Join young people from all over the 
country in service projects, Quaker community life, explo
ration of social justice issues, sessions in our art studio, 
field trips, and fun. Call (610) 566-4507/(800) 742-3150, 
ext. 137; or write <bobbi@pendlehill.org>. 

The Peace Camp at Camp Medusa 
Explore the lives of peacemakers. Share woodland walks 
and crackling campfires. Practice creative peacemaking. 
Create art and music. Learn from Christian, Muslim, and 
Jewish voices of faith. Come to this July's Teen Peace 
Camp in Medusa. 
Nestled in the forest 30 miles southwest of Albany, N.Y., 
and supported by the Hudson Mohawk Association UCC, 
the Peace Camp welcomes young people of all faiths who 
will be entering grades 10 through 12. 
Request information from camp deans Paul and Katja Rehm, 
22 Timber Point Road, Greenville, NY 12083. Phone (518) 
966-5366. E-mail <kprehm@aol.com>. 

Camp Woodbrooke, Wisconsin 
Make friends, experience community, develop skills, 
and learn about the environment. Daily meeting. 

_,..... Quaker leadership. Ages 7-12, 34 boys and girts, 
2-3 wks. Brochure (608) 647-8703, <WWW.carnpwoodbrooke 
.com> . 

Make friends, make music. FRIENDS MUSIC CAMP at 
Olney. Grow musically in a caring Quaker community. Ages 
1Q-18. Brochure, camp video: FMC, PO Box 427, Yellow 
Springs, OH 45387. (937) 767-1311. <musiclmc@yahoo 
.com>. 

Journey's End Farm Camp 
is a farm devoted to children for sessions of two or three 
weeks each summer. Farm animals, gardening, nature, 
ceramics, shop. 
Nonviolence, simplicity, reverence for nature are empha
sized in our program centered in the life of a Quaker farm 
family. For 32 boys and girls, 7-12 years. Welcome all 
races. Apply early. Kristin Curtis, RR 1 Box 136, New
foundland, PA 18445. Telephone: (570) 689-3911. Fi
nancial aid available. 

Want FRIENDS MUSIC CAMP brochures/video-free for 
your meeting or school? Contact FMC, PO Box 427, Yellow 
Springs, OH 45387; (937) 767-1311 ; <musicfmc@yahoo 
.com>. 

Summer Rentals 
Provence, France. Beautiful secluded stone house, vil 
lage near Avignon, 3 BR (sleeps 5-6), kitchen/dining 
room, spacious living room, modern bathroom. Terrace, 
courtyard, view of medieval castle. Separate second 
house sleeps 4. Both available year-round $1,20(}
$2,900/mo. <WWW.rent-in-provence.com>. Marc Simon, 
rue Oume, 30290 Saint Victor, France, <msimon 
@wanadoo.fr>; or J. Simon, 124 Bondcroft, Buffalo, NY 
14226: (716) 836-8698. 
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The Resident Study Program 

0 ur Resident Study Program offers a unique 
experiment in adult education and spiritual 
development. Here is a place to gain knowledge 

and insight while deepening your relationship with the Light 
and strengthening your awareness of the path to which 
you are called. Resident students at Pendle Hill have an 
opportunity rare in today's world: to step back from routine 
and to fully engage this innovative program-daily worship, 
inspiring and skillfully taught classes, weekly one-on-one 
spiritual nurture sessions-all based in community living. 

Social Witness Internships 
2004-2005 Social Witness Interns Colleen Mackey, Emily Stewart, 
Hope Hodges (front) and Alexia Clarke, 0, Schuyler Cunningham (back) 

Each year our Resident Study Program includes up to seven interns who take part in some classes and other campus activities 
while also engaging in community service and action. Interns serve as staff for Pendle Hill's initiatives in peace and urban 
youth work. One or more internships are designated to support African-American activists. Pendle Hill also seeks a technology 
intern and a mature activist who can mentor others. Internships last the full three terms of the Resident Program year. 

Wk, ~=kt P~ Hal-~ W4' 
, I first learned about Pendle Hill 

when I was a student at Bryn 
Mawr College. Most recently 
from Washington, D.C., I came 
to Pendle Hill because I needed 
a change in my life and to focus 
on nourishing my vocation. The 
consistent depth of worship 
I've encountered in Meeting for 
Worship at Pendle Hill is unlike 
anything I've ever experienced 
at a monthly meeting. 

-Cheron Constance, 
Social Action/Social Witness Intern, 2003-2004 

PENDLE IIIIL 
A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 
338 Plush Mill Road ·Wallingford, PA 19086 
www.pendlehill.org 

2005-2006 Term Dates 
Autumn: September 30-December 17 

Winter: January 6-March 18 
Spring: March 31 -J une 10 

Contact Bobbi Kelly to find out more: 
800.742.3150 (U.S. only) ext. 137 

610.566.4507 ext. 137 
admissions@pendlehill.org 
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