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A Rare Treasure 

Tis past year, we've been celebrating the 50th Anniversary of FRIENDS j OURNAL. 

's been quite a time, with cakes and speeches galore. For us at the jOURNAL, both 
staff and Board members, it's been a remarkable year. I hope that you have 

enjoyed one aspect or another of our celebration. 
Several things have been on my mind during 2005, throughout this celebration. 

While we're clear that the articles published in FRIENDS JOURNAL are not the same as 
vocal ministry offered in meeting for worship, the words in our pages do in fact minister 
to our readers. It is quite common for Friends to approach me with comments about 
individual articles or whole issues. Elizabeth Yeats, clerk of our Board and a widely­
traveled Friend, has similar experiences as she travels among Friends across the U.S. 
I gather from the feedback we receive that many individuals look to the JouRNAL for 
spiritual inspiration and connection to the wider Quaker community-and find it. One 
of our faithful volunteer news editors, Robert Marks, pores over hundreds of monthly 
meeting newsletters each month, culling information to be shared in our news depart­
ment. He also regularly reports to me that FRIENDS JOURNAL is often mentioned in these 
newsletters, frequently with suggestions about how to use a particular article or encour­
agement to take note of something that's appeared in our pages. The volume of 
manuscripts volunteered to us for consideration each year is about 400, continuously 
challenging us editors to keep up with reading and responding to them all. 

I believe this vibrant engagement implies several things. Friends care deeply about 
many topics and find comfort, encouragement, and release in sharing their concerns 
with other Friends. Additionally, Quakers are accustomed to taking large personal 
responsibility for the functioning of their religious community, which leads many 
individuals both to a sense of personal empowerment and to little patience with 
approaching religious experience as passive "consumers." An empowered community is 
far more likely to want to share what it has to say. Quaker enthusiasm for seeking also 
implies sharing what we find as we proceed. The journal's long history, going back 179 
years if we include our predecessor publications, bespeaks a deep need felt by Friends 
over the decades to communicate with each other and to speak Truth as plainly and 
eloquently as we are able in a format that is readily shared with others. 

As we've celebrated 50 years under the banner of FRIENDS j OURNAL, I've often 
reflected on how rare it is for a publication to survive for so many years. We are currently 
living through very hard times for independent publishers. Large progressive publica­
tions, such as Utne Reader, have openly struggled to stay afloat. Other independent 
magazines with long histories, including some award-winning stalwarts among religious 
periodicals, have closed down in the past couple of years. Some large denominations 
have closed or reconfigured their publications, a further sign of trouble for those of us 
that are independent. Even among Friends, reading and writing enthusiasts that we are, 
publishing operations are being cut back or eliminated in various places across the 
branches of Quakerism. 

These observations cause me to realize just how precious the existence of FRIENDS 
JOURNAL is. In a world where large corporations control most of the channels of public 
information; where freedom of speech is threatened along with individual civil rights; 
where the need to address the issues of injustice, inequity, sustainability, human rights, 
and freedom is rapidly escalating; the need for outlets for thoughtful, independent voices 
could not be greater. We Friends are in possession of a very rare treasure, one that I hope 
we guard carefully, particularly in such an environment. 

~~~~ 
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Shame on us 
Some years ago I lived 15 years in 

t India, in an area where "untouchables" 
~ removed sewage, tanned hides, and 
~ were avoided and oppressed by the 
~ upper caste power structures. Now I 
..S see the U.S. facsimile of that caste 
d system. Hurricane Katrina exposed 
~ our untouchables: the aged, the black, 
i and the Native Americans of our Gulf 
· ~ Coast states. I wonder, after this, why 
. !::: 38 out of 1 00 Americans still support 
, President George W Bush. His calling 
ii Katrina an "act of God" evades 
0 acknowledging that his policies cut 
~ levee funding and his tax cuts wiped 
~ out any pretense of concern for the 

poor. Meanwhile favored corporations 
get no-bid, lucrative contracts to rebuild. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal, hated 
by free-marketers, lifred Louisiana out of an 
almost feudal social system. But Ronald 
Reagan's "revolution" turned back the clock 
and its two-Bush aftermath led to our 
experience of a callous White House 
squandering tax dollars on a disastrous Iraq 
war rather than making lives better, or even 
protecting us at home. (How apt that 
Environmental Protection Agency staffers­
those who had been spared from budget-cut 
prunings of agency staff-named flooded 
New Orleans "Lake George.") 

We live George Orwell's nightmare: 
Government, the one entity with resources 
large enough to handle catastrophes, has 
been despoiled by this administration . 
Programs ro create healthy people in a 
healthy environment were declared to be 
"socialist." CEO salaries soared; wage-earners 
accepted Reagan's fictions about aid going ro 
undeserving "welfare queens." Now, many 
hard-working people in the United States 
meekly buy into the need for a bloated and 
growing military-industrial complex and the 
idea that "patriotism" requires supporting 
costly, mistaken wars in Vietnam and Iraq. 
The fallacy of such thinking is now exposed: 
it will cost billions more now to rebuild New 
Orleans than protecting it would have 
required-and our current folly in Iraq, 
according to Donald Rumsfeld, will go on 
for 12 more years. 

So I feel shame. The public suffering of 
frantic evacuees makes graphic the face of a 
nation growing poorer-as well as less 
ethical. Forty-five million of us can't afford 
health insurance, and last year, more than a 
million working people joined the 36 
million already on the poverty rolls! In short, 
the rich have been getting richer and the rest 
of us have been getting the shafr. 
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What God do we worship? Might it 
be the God of personal comfort? Or could it 
be Greed? Ask the developers, who moved 
into the protective marshland around a now 
ruined city. Didn't they believe that an 
unregulated economy will "float all boats"? 

But remember, "We have seen the enemy 
and they are us." How have we judged the 
candidates in the midterm elections? Are the 
same candidates again trusted to represent 
the people? Can we allow more of the same? 
Will we answer with our pocketbooks, or 
with our hearts, spirits, 
and souls? 

Outcry 

Helen Corneli 
Santa Fe, N.Mex. 

It's rime to tell the truth about the 
moral and spiritual crisis facing the United 
States today. 

When the president and his chosen 
appointees offer lie after lie to the people of 
the U.S., it is rime to cry out, "Stop!" 

It's rime to pull the curtains on the 
economic gangsters who have taken over 
the government of our country and who 
now control many of the power centers of 
the world. 

When a single mother manages to 
squeeze out a few dollars beyond her welfare 
check, she is liable to be convicted of fraud. 
When a desperate unemployed urban 
teenager resorts to selling drugs, he may land 
in prison for many years. Bur when the 
Halliburton Company defrauds us by 
millions, perhaps billions, of taxpayer dollars, 
the White House seems oblivious of such 
horrific crime. 

Of course, there is a moral crisis in our 
country. Ask anyone who needs healthcare 
for her family and cannot afford a docror. 

Ask anyone whose job 
has been downsized and 
who faces infinite 
unemployment. Ask 
anyone who has been 
forced to resort to food 
banks and homeless 
shelters to keep his 
children alive. 

However, the men 
who are running our 
governm ent, and their 
friends in the Religious 
Right, are preaching the 
wrong message. They 
quote the Bible but they 
don't seem to pay much 
attention to what it has 
to say. 

Anyone can search the Bible for an 
update on our moral and religious crisis. 
You will need to look hard for references to 
abortion or same-sex marriage, but you can 
find more than 300 admonitions to care for 
the poor and the vulnerable. The Bible is a 
prophetic book and it speaks directly to 
our rime. 

It's rime for a new voice to arise in the 
United States: a centrist spiritual voice that 
comes neither from the left or the right. A 
voice that reaffirms the values the United 
States was built on, those very same values 
that have made us a great nation and that we 
need to honor today. 

It's rime to turn our backs on profit 
margin and double talk. Let us reaffirm the 
values of charity, truth, love, generosity, 
and compassion. 

Ann Herbert Scott 
Santa Rosa, Cali£ 

The effort is worth it 
When regulations aimed at helping the 

poor have the practical effect of enriching 
the affiuent, some reformers seek 
modifications. One of the humorous 
quotations discouraging attempts such is this 
is, "Them that has, gets." 

Those choosing not to increase their 
frustrations can recognize that systems 
featuring giant bureaucracies are inherently 
complex and lack the simplicity that 
common sense would require. Accepting 
that "them that has gets" can be comforting 
to those reluctantly acknowledging that 
systems featuring giant entities are inherently 
complex and ever-changing. 

Bigness breeds the "guidance industry" 
whether concerning governmental taxation, 
private sector choice of college, or healthcare. 
The clout of the guidance industry 
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collaborating with the bureaucrats assures 
success in creating a dozen new loopholes 
whenever reformers arrack a particular 
loophole. 

It takes much altruistic voluntarism to 
create and maintain small organizations. 
Those seeking to organize a relatively small 
Friends Hospice Project recognize the risks 
that the existing regulations might be 
changed in ways jeopardizing the viability of 
their project. The big chain hospices have 
great clout. The effort of those organizing 
Friends Hospice Project is commendable 
whatever happens. 

john Ewbank 
Southampton, Pa. 

It's all about community 
I greatly value the recently received issue 

(October 2005) on The Meeting 
Community, especially in light of a portion 
of a message recently offered in our meeting: 
"People need each other more than they 
need anything else." 

In the beginning, and at the end, indeed, 
what more need be said? Thank you. 

Charles B. Woodbury 
Lexington, Mass. 

Cover photo interpreted 
The October 2005 special issue of 

FRIENDS j OURNAL on "The Meeting 
Community" has just reached me. There is a 
front cover photo that tells a story of its 
own. I would like to explore the topic of the 
Meeting Community from what the photo 
reveals, my objective being to help us see 
ourselves by making us, beginning with me, 
aware of the obvious. I have not read 
anything but the cover. 

I assume this is a gathering of Friends, 
perhaps with guests. They are wearing what 
appears to be name tags. They do not know 
one another well. I see no people of color. 

There seem to be more men than 
women. A man is speaking at the moment 
and from his posture I conclude that he is 
a selected leader. Are women busy 
preparing dinner? 

I see no one who could be called young, 
or youthful. T he picture is inconclusive on 
this matter. 

I see a number who seem to be obese or 
at risk of unhealthy weight. I see no autos­
did some Friends walk? 

T hose present are seated in commercial 
chairs. I conclude that rather than making 
them as a personal or normal community 
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activity that they earned money with which 
to purchase them, including some with a 
heavy environmental footprint. The same 
could be the case with purchased clothing. 
Does the economy contribute to the 

Another good magazine 
I recently had the opportunity to read 

the September 2005 special issue of Scientific 
American, which included a set of articles 
under the title "Crossroads for Planet Earth." 
I found much resonance of the issues raised 
in these articles with traditional concerns of 
Friends. I recommend this magazine to 
Friends-for new insights and ideas that 
might be found there, as well as connections 
to compatibly inclined experts in a variety 
of disciplines. 1 

john van der Meer ~ 
Bridgewater, Mass. iJ) 

Evolution and God: 
F] cover photo, Oct. 2005 theories 
community? What economic activity do 
members share? 

There is an obscure figure in the rear, 
which might be someone who needs to 
be included. 

Years ago I wrote this poem and recently, 
during all the debate about evolution in 
biology textbooks, I added the last line: 

The site looks comfortable. It is a good 
arrangement in which to talk about 
community. 

Inspired thanks 

jack Ross 
Argenta, B.C. 

I think, therefore I am 

In 1637 Rene Descartes wrote: 
"Je pense, done je suis." 
In 333 B.C. Aristotle wrote: 
"Cogito, ergo sum." 
In the beginning God said: 
"I think, therefore you are." 
T herefore, Creation equals Intelligent 

Design plus Theory of Evolution. 
I feel led to comment on the O ctober 

2005 issue of FRIENDS jOURNAL. There is 
spiritual nourishment from cover to cover. 

Thank you for a truly inspiring issue! 
Nancy Corson 

Plymouth Meeting, Pa. 

jeannette Botha 
Fort Myers, Fla. 

Special Issues for 2006 ____ _ 
Most FRIENDS jOURNAL issues offer feature articles on a variety of subjects. 

But periodically we publish thematic special issues. For 2006, we invite 

submissions for the following: 

Quakers and Money Ouly) 
Please send submissions by February 15. 

What Are Friends Called to Today? (October) 

Please send submissions by June 15. 

Advance inquiries from prospective authors and artists are welcome. 

Contact Robert Dockhom, senior editor, by e-mail at 

<senioreditor@friendsjoumal.org> or by postal mail, telephone, or fax, 
information for which can be found on the masthead on page 2. 
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The Cedar Reservoir of Quixada, 
Ceara, is one of the most beautiful 
spots in Brazil. I sat there for hours 

with my friends Jaymes and Oclesiano, 
staring up at the mountains and down at 
the water. I listened to stories about Indi­
ans who had once walked this land, of 
slaves who fought a war over water against 
Paraguay on behalf of their owners, of 
children who too early became adults. 

Jaymes and Oclesiano had children 
before they completed puberty, or, more 
accurately, before puberty completed 
them. But that day we all behaved like 
children, awash in the smell of decaying 
grasses, the cool breeze, and panoramic 
view. We aimed our slingshots at the few 
cows wading at the southern bank, 
though we also tried to hit rocks and trees, 
missing badly. Cloud-bent sunlight illu­
minated the low water of the reservoir, 

Nicholas Arons is a graduate of SidweU Friends 
School in Washington, D. C He carried out the 
research for this article while working in Brazil 
as a public health worker, as a Fulbright 
Scholar, and as a fellow in New York Universi­
ty lAw School's Institute for International lAw 
and justice. He is the author if Waiting for 
Rain: The Politics and Poetry of Drought in 
Northeast Brazil. 
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hawks and vultures soared overhead, and 
trees grew right out of the water, fading 
into the distance on the part of the reser­
voir hidden by a mud bank. Homeless 
children played on one end in the mangue 
(swamp), singing songs about mangue­
town and mangueboys, penned by the late 
pop star Chico Science. 

On one end of the reservoir is a giant 
rock formation called the Galinha because 
it looks just like a giant hen. The Galinha 
keeps watch over the entire reservoir, pro­
tecting the water from invaders and ful­
filling the local need for folklore. Some 
say that slaves were forced to design it, 
chipping away each day until it looked 
like a hen. Others, including geologists, 
argue that a sedimentation process lasting 
millions of years rendered the stone ani­
mal. According to Jaymes, it was probably 
one of God's final touches: "He is a good 
artist. The best." On the road leading to 
the reservoir are the casa grande and sen­
zald, once the master and slave homes, 
respectively. Now they are preserved as mu­
seums so that the people "never forget." 

A distant mountain range is visible 
above the northwestern banks of the 
reservoir. In 1967, a plane carrying Brazil's 
first military dictator, Humberto de Alen-

car Castello Branco, crashed on the 
mountainside. Castello Branco did not 
survive. Now the mountain is home to a 
resort, where one awakens to cold tem­
peratures despite being close to the equa­
tor. It is one of the few spots in the world 
where one can stand in a tropical forest 
and look down on a desert. 

Standing on the narrow bridge above 
the reservoir, you have to be careful not to 
fall over the low railing; it is at least a 100-
meter drop. If you look up and to the east, 
you can just make out a church sitting on 
the edge of a cliff, standing taller than 
anything else and gazing over the reservoir 
to its west, the mountain range to the 
north, and semiarid hinterland every­
where else. Farther east, the lights of For­
taleza, Brazil's fifth-largest city, shine even 
in the daylight, emitting a fluorescent glow. 

At Easter and Christmas, the 20-kilo­
meter path leading to the church is 
packed with pilgrims carrying banners 
and crosses, and from afar they look like 
an ant army marching. If the wind blows 
in the right direction, Mass can be heard 
echoing off the water, off the giant gran­
ite walls of the reservoir, off the moun­
tains in the distance. It is said that a word 
spoken on one side of the reservoir is 

january 2006 FRIENDS ] OURNAL 



... . _,.._.., ., -··-;' - '-'••-.o.-....o.v..o...o.y t'""'a....o...o.•..o.-..-.. ......... b . .1. J..\.-

the end of the walkway, you can eat a peixe 
de apule (reservoir fish) and drink a cold 
beer, all for a dollar. Children wash clothes 
and play on the sharp rocks just beyond 
the eastern bank, where the reservoir's 
excess water should wash over into a river 
leading to farmlands below. But on the 
day that I sat there, the river was com­
pletely dry. 

On the day that I sat there, July 30, 
2000, the New York Times printed the sto­
ry "Chinese Farmers See a New Desert 
Erode Their Way of Life." Erik Eckholm 
reported from Agan, China: 

Tse Rangji fitfully tries shoveling away the 
waves of sand that menace her home, half 
engulfing it like some artifact of a lost civiliza­
tion. Then she gives up in frustration. 

"The pasture here used to be so green and 
rich," said Ms. Tse, 46, waving toward a tat-

tered landscape of anemic grasses, weeds, and 
dirt among which dunes have erupted like a 
pox. "Bur now the grass is disappearing and 
the sand is coming." She and her husband and 
seven children have already moved into a tent 
for fear that their house will buckle under. 

The rising sands are part of a new desert 
forming here on the eastern edge of the 
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, a legendary stretch 
once known for grasses reaching as high as a 
horse's belly and home for centuries to ethnic 
Tibetan herders. 

Meanwhile, Africa's Kalahari Desert 
had only just recovered from its worst 
drought of the century. In Texas, 10,000 
fish washed up dead around the bayous, 
killed in part by drought and in part by 
ten days of 1 00-degree temperatures. By 
August 2000, 73,000 blazes had burned 
nearly 6,300,000 acres in the United 
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despite the efforts of 27,000 courageous 
firefighters. More than $1 billion was 
spent fighting the fires, and economic 
losses were estimated to be $10 billion. 
In Mghanistan, United Nations officials 
reported that between 500,000 and 
1,000,000 people could die because of pro­
longed drought. One quarter of the U.S. 
experienced moderate to severe drought, 
with experts predicting longer and strong­
er droughts to come. 

The degt-adatioll 

of worldwide 

water t'esources 

is evident evet-ywllere. 

They carne one year later; 2001 was 
the second-hottest year on record (the 
hottest was 1998). In the first six months 
of2002, nearly 2,000,000 acres burned in 
the United States. A U.S. government 
worker responsible for monitoring fires 
reported in the New York Times, "In terms 
oflargeness and complexity, I do not recall 
this many fires this complex this time of 
the year." In autumn 2003, California 
experienced the worst fire in its history. 

In 2002, glaciers in Alaska were melt­
ing at more than twice the rate previous­
ly thought. Janine Bloomfield, a climate 
expert, exclaimed, "We're getting to the 
point that this melting is affecting human 
society." Nearly every state from Nebras­
ka westward, excluding Texas, Oklahoma, 
and Washington, experienced "conditions 
that range from abnormally dry to excep­
tional drought." In Ariwna, thousands of 
residents were evacuated as the biggest fire 
in the state's history raged on. "Signs of 
drought are everywhere," reported The 
Economist. Ariwna Governor Jane Dee 
Hull, speaking about the biggest forest fire 
in her state's history, exclaimed, "This is 
like a freight train coming at us." 

We are no longer merely ap­
proaching a disaster of global 
proportions. It has arrived. Scien­

tists have found that the Sahara Desert is 
expanding; the level of the Dead Sea has 

J. U.\...U\... J.\...\.. pa.\..J.'\. J.J.d.l U1UU1\..U """XV }-'\..J.\..\..J.J.l. J.J.J. 

four decades; the Athabasca Glacier has 
receded two kilometers in 1 00 years; Lake 
Chad is shrinking at a rate of 1 00 meters 
per year; and northern China loses a 
meter of its water table annually. 

The degradation of worldwide water 
resources is evident everywhere. But my 
personal path led me to witness its effects 
in Brazil, where the Cedar Reservoir of 
Quixada was filled to only 1 percent ca­
pacity in July 2000. Nearby, the smaller 
White Rocks Reservoir, serving the rural 
parts of Quixada, stood at 5 percent capac­
ity and would have dried completely if the 
December rains had not come. 

Fortunately, there was no drought dur­
ing the 2000 winter. Nevertheless, both 
reservoirs were near empty. There was 
barely enough water for the taps to con­
tinue running. Farming, the only source 
of employment, had become a dead-end 
career. According to the regional newspa­
per Didrio do Nordeste, 5,000 rural work­
ers were unemployed in the White Rocks 
region "because there [was] no water in 
the reservoir for irrigation." Another 
2,000 rural workers were unemployed in 
the region fed by the Cedar Reservoir. 
The head of the state government's proj­
ect Path of Israel explained, "There is not 
enough accumulated water to liberate any 
for irrigation." 

In July 2000, several attacks were 
waged on food trucks destined for a large 
supermarket in the Quixada county seat. 
Farther south, nearly 1,400 pilgrims 
arrived in Juazeiro do Norte, Ceara, to pay 
homage to their padrinho (spiritual godfa­
ther) , the late Padre Cicero Romao 
Batista. Most pilgrims traveled hundreds 
of miles on foot to fulfill "promises" for 
wishes already granted or sought. Among 
the crowd were two cadres from Quixada, 
who hoped that their trek would bring 
rain to their reservoir. Others simply 
needed an object from the holy city, such 
as a fork, a spoon, or a glass. July is in the 
fora de epoca (off-season) for visits to the 
padrinho. But the absence of rain caused 
religious tourism to flourish. 

In July 2000, more than 1,000 landless 
farmers marched on the Bank of Brazil in 
lguatu, demanding money that they had 
not received for water bills. They had 
spent five months without water for irri­
gation and had not received the subsidies 
that the government had promised for 
their beans, rice, and corn. In the nearby 
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state Pernambuco, 7 1 farmworkers were 
injured while protesting against the 
intransigence of the Instituto Nacional de 
Coloniza¢o e Reforma Agciria, Brazil's 
land-reform agency. 

On this same day, Francisco Augusto 
da Silva, a 48-year-old, un-schooled 
farmer, released the 21st annual edition of 
the Yearly Almanac. He predicted that the 
2000-2001 winter would begin in 
December with great rains, floods, and 
dam breaks. Oa Silva admitted that 
although he is half prophet and half 
astrologer, his predictions all came down 
to mathematics. He foretold drought and 
hunger in some parts of the region and 
predicted that women would have more 
power in the upcoming year. In da Silva's 
21 years of assessing weather patterns and 
human behavior, he has been wrong only 
once--owing, he insisted, to an error in 
mathematical calculations. 

D a Silva's predictions proved correct 
yet again: thousands of people were 
left without homes or shelter when 

for four straight days floods swept through 
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the coastal cities of Recife and Macei6, 
southeast of the dry regions of Crato, 
Juazeiro, and Quixada. There was so much 
rain that the city drains became clogged 
and water poured onto the streets, at 
times forming five- to seven-foot waves. 
Poor, urban squatters saw their precari­
ously perched homes wash down steep 
slopes and float away. By August 2000, 
dozens of people had died. One particu­
larly bad storm on August 3 destroyed 
6,500 houses and killed 18 people, includ­
ing five-year-old Jeferson Joao da Silva. 

Brazilian president Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso flew over the flood-stricken areas 
and at the same time looked down on 
drought-ravaged plains. Imagine, just for 
a moment, a region where you can view 
flood and drought simultaneously from 
the air. Imagine a land where you can 
stand in a tropical forest and peer down 
on a desert. Peru has its Nazca lines; Brazil 
has this contradiction of drought and del­
uge. On the day that floods killed 18 in 
Recife, the northeastern state of Piaui 
declared that 25 of its municipalities were 
in states of emergency owing to drought. 

Every day the Didrio do Nordeste con­
veys evidence of regional devastation. 
One article tells a story about rural unem­
ployment in Crato, which explains why 
so many rural farmers are wasting their 
money on slot machines. It basically 
comes down to boredom and a regional 
predilection for the gambling lifestyle, 
given the precariousness of subsistence 
farming and the fleeting nature of coins in 
the pocket. And farther down the same 
page is the story that inspired me to trav­
el to Brazil to study the drought. This sto­
ry is about a farmer named Francisco 
Mesquita de Soares, who died in O cara, 
not far from Quixada, on his way to Mass. 
There is a graphic photograph of a dead 
man lying in a pool of blood with a straw 
hat in his hand. The hat has a red bow tied 
around it. His arms are at his sides. 

I read this story and visited Francisco's 
family one week later. The events dis­
cussed here are real. Francisco's wife asked 
that his story be told, but that his real 
name not be used. I have respected this 
request. 

Twenty-eight-year-old Francisco was 
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him. They were homeless and landless be­
cause their adobe house was built on 
squatted land. Francisco was the sole 
provider for his family. He worked his 
entire life, never attending school, taking a 
vacation, or owning his own land to farm. 

Francisco is one of approximately 
1,600 rural farmers who have lost 
their lives in violent land disputes 

over the 15 years that the Pastoral Land 
Commission has been collecting data. 
More farmers have died in land disputes 
under democratic regimes than did polit­
ical dissidents during the most recent 
Brazilian military dictatorship, which last­
ed from 1964 to 1988. On the surface, it 
would appear that Francisco's death is a 
mere footnote to a much larger phenom­
enon. But a closer look reveals a personal­
ly compelling and tragic story, a story 
with a plot and theme inextricably tied to 
the politics of water. It is a story that 
requires a retelling. 

Francisco was shot through a hole in a 
fence that separated a wealthy landowner's 
nrr1nPrnr from a piece of "occupied" land 

housing 30 families. The assentados 
(squatters) were waiting to find out 
whether they would obtain the land 
under Brazil's agrarian policies, which 
allow people to squat on private land that 
has not been cultivated-"made produc­
tive"-for five years. The fence was erect­
ed the day that the landless arrived. They 
were considered dangerous. 

No source of water was on or near the 
occupied land, except a reservoir on the 
private property of 78-year-old Jacinta 
Nascimento, the fazenda (large, rural 
estate) owner who built the fence. The 
assentados had no choice; if they could not 
make the land productive, they would 
have no right to it. But to make the land 
productive, they needed water. 
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make a huge difference. Though on pri­
vate property, the reservoir was built with 
government money, which, incidentally, 
constitutes an illegal use of public funds. 
Parents instructed the children to sneak 
through the hole in the fence to fetch 
water. The landowner warned them 
repeatedly that stealing water was a crime, 
and indeed it was, but it was a crime they 
committed out of necessity. In the 
absence of water, life stops. 

July 25, 2000, the day of Francisco's 
death, was a typical dog day in the dry 
interior of northeast Brazil. Dust blew 
everywhere. Men and women had on 
their best Sunday clothes, and though 
they looked like poorly fitting rags, the 
shirts were tucked in carefully. No one 
could stop sweating. Flies were every­
where, the sky was dark blue, and the sun 
was inescapable, even in the shade. Fran­
cisco and several friends were on their way 
to Mass when eight men came toward 
them from the other side of the fence. 
Without warning, the men released more 
than 30 bullets, instantly killing Francis­
co and injuring several others, including 
eight children. This small operation was 
intended to drive the peasants from the 
occupied site because the landowner was 
tired of their water pilfering. Five of the 
attackers were fazenda employees, and the 
other three were hired for the job. 

The day of the murder was not Fran­
cisco's first encounter with the five fazen­
da employees. Some months earlier Fran­
cisco's daughter was harassed for stealing 
water. A farmer protecting the fazenda 
spit on her. Francisco walked up to them 
to ask why his daughter was being target­
ed. As he approached the men guarding 
the fazenda, however, he realized he knew 
all five of them. They were old friends. 
They had played together as children. He 
asked how they were, and one, it turned 
out, had a sick child. They did not realize 
they had been spitting on Francisco's 
daughter. In fact, the assault was never 
discussed because Francisco ran eagerly 
back to his home, told his wife he needed 
some medicine, and asked his daughter 
to take it back to the fazenda guards, his 
old friends. 

Months later the five men were 
ordered to fire on the squatters to punish 
them for stealing. They killed their old 
friend, with whom they had played at the 
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Clearly, this was not a personal vendet­
ta-a common enough occurrence in 
the region-either on the part of the 
fazenda owner or the guards. It merely 
was intended to teach the squatters a les­
son. The men firing the pistols were 
instructed to "injure, but not kill," as 
landowner Dona Jacinta explained to a 
reporter. She was taken into custody for 
questioning, but soon released to a hospi­
tal because, in her words, "The whole 
ordeal made my blood pressure rise." 

The murder of Francisco confirmed 
his wife's conviction that they should nev­
er have become involved in the politics of 
land reform. She understood that they 
had to squat-they had dreamed their 
entire adult lives of owning a spot of land 
they could call their own. She understood 
that the local code was such that a family 
is nothing if it does not own its own land. 
And Francisco was tired of working for 
others, ending each month in greater debt 
than before. When an organizer from the 
Movimento Sem Terra (MST, Landless 
Workers Movement) came through town 
announcing that there was unused, vacant 
land to be squatted, they did not think 
twice. They knew the possible dangers 
because the owners living in the capital 
city would not like losing their land, 
vacant or not. But they also knew they 
had little to lose and little ones to feed. In 
the previous year, one child had died of 
malnutrition, and Francisco and his wife, 
appraising the family status, realized two 
more could easily follow. But no politics, 
his wife had said, and he had promised. 

When one is dealing with water 
politics, danger is not obvious 
until it is too late. Francisco 

grew up on another fazenda, where his 
father had worked. His father died from 
"old age" in his 30s, leaving Francisco his 
life savings, about $200. Shortly afrer his 
father's death, the landowner informed 
Francisco that his father still owed about 
$200 to the fazenda. Francisco had no 
choice but to squat, and squatters have no 
choice but to get involved in the politics 
of land reform. 

Hundreds of people attended Francis­
co's funeral, including the leaders of the 
MST from Fortaleza. The community 

Continued on page 45 
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on Marriage among Friends 

wo FruENDS JouRNAL arti­
cles reflecting on mar­
riage-renewing vows and 

speaking plainly to those divorcing­
appeared just as my husband and I were 
getting ready to celebrate 50 years since 
we were married under the care of 
Friends. [The articles were "On Marriage 
and Divorce-with a Proposition Bound 
to Be Controversial" by Anne E. Barschall 
(June 2004) and "Saying 'I Do' Anew" by 
Nancy Wick (Sept. 2004). - Eds.] In 
planning our meeting for worship we 
consulted not only with our meeting's 
Ministry and Worship Committee, but 
with four other couples who had recently 
marked their 50th, two of which had 
done so in the meeting. One couple had 
chosen to use Friends vows, as they had 
not been married in a meeting originally; 
while the others chose a celebratory meet­
ing for worship. We chose to have our 
original certificate read in the meeting by 
our son. 

To have five couples married for 50 
years, plus two others in the past, make it 
seem that we have a meeting with great 
marriage stability. However, accounts of 
the struggle and controversy over divorce 
and remarriages of beloved members of 
our meeting, and the unsuccessful mar­
riages of many of our children who were 
married under the care of the meeting, tell 
another story. For 48 years of our mar­
riage, we have been part of Mt. Toby 
Meeting, seeing new patterns of divorce 
and remarriage, and the care of same-sex 
marriages. Last year we celebrated the fact 
that seven couples in our meeting, two 

Georgana Foster has been a member ofMt. Toby 
Meeting in leverett, Mass., for 48 years and is the 
meeting historian. She has a degree in South Asian 
Studies, focusing on the worship and folk art of 
female deities in India, earned when she was 60. 
She has researched New England Q<aker women, 
and taught a workshop on O!uzker women at the 
Friends General Conference Gathering. 
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whose marriages we have taken under our 
care since 1992, can now be legally mar­
ried in Massachusetts. Yet scill we are 
forced to ponder what is the best way to 
bring under our care couples who divorce 
after coming from another meeting, the 
single parents, and the custodial parents 
who seek support in the meeting. 

"Love makes a family," we say, as we 
look at the First-day school children sit­
ting on the rug in the middle of meeting 
when they join us for the last ten minutes 
of worship. T hey are a rainbow of adopt­
ed children from China and Vietnam; one 
child whose parents are from Latin Amer­
ica and Asia; one whose parents are of the 
same sex; some who have interracial, 
interfaith parents; children who are with 
one custodial parent. The stories of our 
marriage and of our meeting's experience 
of living through a period of great change 
in the Religious Society of Friends and the 
surrounding culture in relation to mar­
riage is a story of continuing revelation. 

I first read of the way Friends marry 
from a book by William Wistar Comfort, 
just among Friends (1941 edition), which 
I borrowed from the Calcutta, India, 
Friends Centre in 1952, which stated that 
Friends believe that "marriage is too seri­
ous an undertaking to be solemnized by 
the hands and the words of any man. God 
alone can bless such a union, but the 
meeting is duty-bound to exhaust every 
effort to provide for the happiness and 
welfare of the parties." 

We used this quotation, and more 
from the book, to open the meeting for 
worship for our anniversary. 

I borrowed this book about Quakers 
from the Centre to learn about the reli­
gion of the man I had met two months 
before at a H imalayan resort, during a 
folk dance at a missionary school. And 
this John Foster, while visiting Calcutta, 
had borrowed a bicycle from the Centre 
and rode to visit me at my missionary 

by Georgana Foster 

bungalow. We went on a date, going by 
tram to the botanical gardens. We call it 
luck that we met just as John had been in 
India a few months, with AFSC, and I 
was ready to depart after three years. 
{What we were doing in India we now call 
"early Peace Corps," and both of us had a 
strong religious motivation to do this­
but that is a another story.) 

A visit I made to the Friends Centre at 
Rasulia to see John before I lefr India 
marked the first instance of Friends help­
ing us toward a deeper intimacy when 
they gave us time to spend exploring the 
village and the temples, feeding the sacred 
fish in the Narmada, and sitting in the 
moonlight in the quietness of evenings 
with no electricity. T hey also showed me 
a group of British Friends' families living 
according to the principles of Mahatma 
Gandhi, whose nonviolent way of getting 
independence they had supported, and 
who were vegetarian, homespun-wearing, 
"universalist" Quakers. 

On the foundation of these three days, 
we built a relationship with 200 letters 
exchanged over two-and-a-half years. John 
posed queries-how do you spend 
money, what do like to do for fun, what 
is your job, what is your family like? So 
that in spite of being together for only 
about eight days in India, we confirmed 
our decision to get married two days after 
I met John at his parents home on his 
return. And although I had been a Meth­
odist missionary, thanks to William W is­
tar Comfort's description, I knew I want­
ed to be married in the manner of Friends. 

The logical place was Providence (R.I.) 
Meeting, an independent meeting formed 
less than 20 years before, which united 
the Wtlburite/Gurneyite yearly meetings 
in New England a decade before. We 
would be the first to be married in their 
new meetinghouse. 

We applied to the meeting to be mar­
ried under their care, submitted letters of 
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custom no longer followed), and the com­
mittee embarked on approving the mar­
riage of a son of a Wilburite family, who 
had married only within Friends for seven 
generations, with a Methodist from Iowa. 

The committee, following Friends pro­
cedures, wrote to Conservative Friends in 
Iowa asking to visit me to ascertain that I 
was clear for marriage, i.e. that I had no 
other engagements. I had attended my 

w~L lUt:t:uug ror worsrup among tnem, 
heard plain language in their homes, and 
found that they remembered the family 
of John's mother who had been born 
there (my first inkling of the tight-knit 
Quaker community). One Friend carne 
to visit me, and standing beside his school 
bus in front of my apartment house, he 
interviewed me. 

I knew our wedding should be very 
properly Quaker. John's family had fol-

wwea JOnn wuour our or 1~ew cngtana 
Yearly Meeting when he was put out by 
the Gurneynites in 1845, and for more 
than 60 years they were the Foster Fami­
ly Meeting of the Wilburite New England 
Yearly Meeting, worshiping each First 
Day in their own front parlor only with 
Fosters. The older generation wore plain 
clothes until 1936 and used the plain lan­
guage. Two brides carne into the family 
from the proper caste of Wilburite 
Friends in Ohio. College-educated and 
with a strong sense of how women's 
speaking was "justified by the Scriprures," 
they moved the parochial Fosters into an 
independent meeting in Providence. Now 
a generation of Fosters could marry "out 
of meeting" without being disowned. 

I knew that a Friends wedding did not 
include music, but suggested that the 
hymn "Oh, Perfect Love" could be sung. 
The committee told me they tried hard to 
find a soloist, and they felt, since Friends 
did not know the hymn, that if they tried 
to sing it, "the result would not be fondly 
remembered." So we had the hymn read 
as a poem. 

A certificate with the form described 
by Comfort was handwritten on parch­
ment, in the style of certificates from 
many generations of Fosters. John's moth­
er arranged for the reception with exqui­
site letters to bridge the gap between the 
practices of New England Quakers and 
Iowa Methodists. I bought a short yellow 
dress with lacy gloves and cap. 

Thyra Jane Foster was to become my 
mother-in-the-spirit and my model of a 
Quaker woman. And in marrying her 
son, I learned how narurally the attitude 
of partnership for women in marriage 
comes to a young man raised in a Quak­
er home and monthly meeting where 
women had equal education and took 
equal roles in ministry and leadership. 

In August we drove from Iowa, a 
three-day trip scheduled to get us there 
just in time to fulfill the legal require­
ments to marry. We had not figured cor­
rectly and had to get a waiver. The next ~ 
day a large, disastrous hurricane hit J: 
Rhode Island as I lay in bed sick with an ~ 
allergic reaction to eating Rhode Island ~ 
clam chowder for the first time. ~ 

I tell these stories to illustrate how hard ~ 
Friends worked to care for our wedding; ~ 
they cut up a fallen tree on the walk to the S 
meetinghouse, and prepared the recep- ~ 
cion as planned, without electricity in the ~ 
meetinghouse. And as I entered on John's ;s:; 
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arm on the sunny post-hurricane day, 
there were all the thunderous organ 
marches I had once dreamed of for my 
wedding, playing in my head. 

I signed the certificate as it states­
"she according to the custom of marriage, 
taking the name of her husband," a phrase 
which, being only custom, has since been 
easily removed from Friends practice. 
Qohn's mother, at her wedding, had firm-

those couples was a pioneering interracial 
couple, who after being expelled from a 
Quaker college for dating in a state where 
interracial marriage was not legal in 1950, 
came to Ithaca Meeting to be married, as 
their marriage would be legal in New York 
State (a historical point to keep in mind 
in regard to same-sex marriage). 

But our longest home among Friends 
was in Middle Connecticut Valley Meet­

ing (now Mt. Toby), 
founded as an independ­
ent meeting in 1939 and 
now in the united New 
England Yearly Meeting. 
The four preparative 
meetings met only once 
a month, and the group 
of young Families, most 
of whom had come to 
the fast-growing Univer­
sity of Massachusetts, 
felt they must unite the 
meetings and build a 
meetinghouse in 1964 
for our children to meet 
every First Day. 

John and Georgana Foster celebrate their 50th anniversary at Mt. 
Toby Meeting, where they have been members for 48 years. 

In our new meeting­
house, we gloried in our 
community of Families 

with an average of three to four children 
each. But we almost immediately were 
faced with opposing the Vietnam War. 
Many men among Friends had been con­
scientious objectors in Civilian Public 
Service Camps while their wives support­
ed them. At the same time we began to 
live with the societal change called the sex­
ual revolution and a strong movement of 
communes m our area. 

ly signed her own name, then, remem­
bering she was supposed to change, added 
"Foster" in the margins.) 

On the matter of exchanging rings, I 
found that John's parents, fai thful to 
Quaker testimonies, had never worn 
them; but, in accommodating what his 
non-Quaker bride might expect, John 
bought me an engagement ring with his 
AFSC severance pay. We exchanged our 
rings privately after the ceremony, as 
John's sister told us she had done. When 
John lost his ring while picking apples, 
paraphrasing Penn, we called it a "wear 
thy ring as long as thee can" situation. 

After a frugal but blissful honeymoon 
in a rustic cabin rented from Foster 
cousins in the New Hampshire moun­
tains Qohn paid for it by working in corn 
fields and at an Iowa fair), we were off to 
Cornell University for John to be in a 
PhD program. We went to Ithaca (N.Y.) 
Meeting at once, where we were wel­
comed by another couple who had been 
told to look for us. I became a member of 
the meeting. We joined with seven other 
couples who attended the meeting in a 
fun social group. Our friendships have 
lasted for 50 years, and six of us have had 
our 50th wedding anniversaries. One of 
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The divorce of a family that was cen­
tral to our meeting brought the sobering 
realization that our meeting, too, was 
being torn apart by the decision of which 
partner to support. Some of our members 
joined with those in other Massachusetts 
meetings who were faced with the same 
situation to discuss this issue, and then 
write Living with Ourselves and Others, a 
book of queries for marriage, divorce, and 
remarriage. First published by NEYM 
Ministry and Counsel in 1979, the book 
is in its fourth printing, with many chap­
ters added. I think that the use of this 
book illustrates one answer to Anne 
Barschall's claim in her June 2004 article 
that Friends say nothing to couples who 
are divorcing. Using this book of queries, 
our meeting asked hard questions of those 
who were marrying and remarrying. 

ln March 2UU), my husband was on a 
marriage committee in our meeting, for 
which the reading list for the committee 
and the couple was a page long-which 
caused my husband to comment that the 
couple might feel like not getting married 
after reading it! Although I am saddened 
that so many in a new group in our meet­
ing are young divorcees, I believe our 
meeting has grown by welcoming this 
new group of people to whom we may be 
able to to offer a spiritual community and 
fellowship, which may help their healing. 
Most of them have come to us from other 
meetings, and we do not know the histo­
ries of their marriages. We are also able to 
encourage couples who have been living 
together to apply to marty under the care 
of the meeting. 

I cannot agree with Anne Barschall that 
there is almost no kind of suffering that 
couples (usually just one of them) should 
endure in order to not divorce. I think that 
Friends have had enough disownment for 
not marrying the "right person." As to her 
favorable comments about arranged mar­
riage, I am very Familiar with this kind of 
marriage as it is done in India, and I know 
it is mainly for caste purity-as, indeed, it 
was among Friends, who not only had to 
marry only Friends, but ones of the cor­
rect subcaste in theology. Arranged mar­
riage is accepted as a good way to marry 
even by modern Indians, but the epidem­
ic of "dowry deaths" of burned brides is 
also a contemporary fact. And I believe 
the concept of "enduring suffering" in 
marriage, which was done mainly by 
women, is one that Quaker women such 
as Susan B. Anthony worked hard to 
eliminate. For as well as working for the 
vote for women, she and her colleagues 
worked for the rights of women not to 
stay with abusive, alcoholic husbands, to 
keep their children, and to own property. 

When we marked our 25th anniver­
sary in the meeting in the 1970s, I felt 
defensive in the face of a younger genera­
tion who seemed to be saying that staying 
married was a silly thing to do if you 
wanted to be happy. But on the celebra­
tion of our 50th, I felt eager to share the 
story of how we had met and were mar­
ried among Friends, and how our mar­
riage had lasted for 50 years. When our 
committee reported to the monthly meet­
ing, they said, "This is a good example of 
how we tend to marriages under our care. 
In this case, we care for them by letting 
them care for us." 0 

january 2006 FRIENDS joURNAL 



V .r 1\ U 1\l 1 V .1: K ~ 1\ L 1 ~ 1 

Ee y= .ttec Friends Meeting at 
Cambridge approved taking same-sex 
couples under its care, my life panner, 
Polly, and I still had no plans to marry. 
After 19 years as a couple, we were "mar­
ried" already. The institution of marriage 
had hurt a lot of women through history. 
I had been married once and seen the 
bonds fray and disintegrate. And my son, 
who had never fully accepted our rela­
tionship, might take our wedding as 
an affront. 

The possibility awakened in us as a 
kind of nudge. About a year before our 
20th anniversary as panners, first one of 
us, then the other, felt a yearning for our 
friends and family to pray with us for our 
ongoing life together. Polly's father, our 
only remaining parent, was having mem­
ory problems. A beloved friend had died 
at 49, another at 59. Neither of us would 
say that a "voice" whispered in our ear that 
we should get married, but that's the effect 
of whatever happened inside and between 
us. Praying together, we realized that this 
was a leading. On May 1, 1999, under the 
care of Friends Meeting at Cambridge, in 
the presence of more than 200 family 
members and friends, we promised with 
divine assistance to be faithful and loving 
partners for as long as we both should live. 
My son, who had at first said he couldn't 
come to a same-sex wedding and stay true 
to his values, felt his own nudge--of duty, 
of love-and attended. 

The leading to marry, and the wedding 
worship itself, were powerful spiritual 

Wendy Sanford is a member and presiding clerk 
of Friends Meeting at Cambridge, Mass. This 
essay grew out of her meeting's experiments with 
communicating across theological differences on 
the topic "The Languages of Our Faith. " 
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experiences for me. I stand now in that 
memory, as I seek to say something useful 
about the words I use to express my faith. 
To me, God (whom I most often call Spir­
it) was the source of the nudge I felt. In 
following the leading to marry Polly, I 
believe that I was following Spirit's guid­
ance, which expressed itself within me as 
a yearning, a growing sense of rightness; 
and trust. I came to believe that, should 

I came out of youth 

with a sense of God's 

presence in my life, but 

not tiS father; with an 

appreciation for jesus' 

example, but not 

tiS savzor. 

Polly and I fall on difficult times in our 
relationship and our lives, divine assis­
tance (coming through loving friends, 
worship, prayer, the Quaker clearness and 
support process) would help us. 

The Spirit I understood to be leading 
me into marriage with Polly isn't a white­
haired old white man up in the sky. It is, 
she is, he is, a spirit of love that yearns for 
us all like a lover, a spirit that yearns for 
justice, and suffers with us when tragedy 
and cruelty occur. The God I have 
glimpsed needs us to be God's hands and 
feet and voice, needs us to be the face of 
Love in our families and in the world 

around us. 
I learned of this Spirit of Love through 

growing up in the Episcopal church, 
through studying the Bible, through cele­
brating the life of Jesus and his relation­
ship with God, whom he called Father. I 
came out of youth with a sense of God's 
presence in my life, but not as father; with 
an appreciation for Jesus' example, but 
not as savior. When I moved towards the 
Religious Society of Friends, I did not 
miss the bread and wine I had learned to 
take as Christ's body and blood. I wel­
comed the communion of love and jus­
tice, the nourishment of gathered wor­
ship, the feast of community. I found, in 
short, that I was a Quaker. I didn't bring 
with me, nor have I found in Quaker 
worship, a striking personal relationship 
with the historical Jesus or with Christ as 
most people speak of Christ. Although as 
a child I belted out "God in three persons, 
blessed trinity'' with my fellow Episco­
palians in our Sunday hats and gloves, I 
sense God moving in me not as triune but 
as one. 

As I became more politically minded 
(political in the sense of paying attention 
to power and its consequences in the 
human community), I began to notice 
that Christianity as an institution has done 
its share of evil. The Crusades were fought 
in Christ's name, and today many U.S. 
soldiers head to Iraq in a spirit of holy war, 
believing God to be on their side. The 
Christian Bible, specifically the letters 
ascribed to St. Paul, were quoted to legit­
imize the enslavement of African Ameri­
cans in this country two centuries ago, and 
are quoted to counsel battered wives to 
stay with their husbands today. Biblical 
texts are used to condemn homosexuali­
ty in ways that surely contribute to anti-
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my own meeting took to find unity on the 
question of same-gender marriage, Friends 
knew not to cite Sodom and Gomorrah (a 
story often wrongly interpreted as a con­
demnation of homosexuality), but Adam 
and Eve made frequent appearances. 

I have recently become aware of the 
tie between Christian Scripture and anti­
Semitism. Certain passages from what 
Christians call the "New Testament" reflect 
attempts by the new first-century Christ­
ian sect to argue that the Judaism it sprang 
from was passe and inferior. Familiar pas­
sages suggest, for instance, that the Jewish 
God was one of punishment and the 
Christian God one of love, that salvation 
comes not through the law but through 
Christ, that new wine can't go into old 
skins, that Christians became "the true 
Israel." According to theologian Rose­
mary Radford Ruether in Faith and Frat­
ricide, evolving Christian theology during 
the first few centuries placed Jews on the 
negative side of every dichotomy until 
they "became the embodiment of all that 
is unredeemed, perverse, stubborn, evil 
and demonic in the world." In Paul, the 

"th ] " R th . "becam term e ews, ue er wrttes, e 
a hostile symbol for all that resists and 
rejects the Gospel." T he suffering of Jew­
ish people, which increased exponentially 
when Christianity became the official reli­
gion of Rome, came to be understood by 
Christians as God's proof of the rightness 
of Christianity. In every century since then, 
anti-Judaic passages in Christian Scripture 
have fueled anti-Semitism and deadly dis­
crimination against Jewish people. 

To paraphrase a message in worship 
given by a Jewish Friend recently, the reli­
gion of Jesus is a gift; the religion about 
Jesus has done considerable harm. 

Surely every major religion has been 
brandished as a banner for war-making 
and other cruelties. I focus on evils done 
in Christ's name because I grew up as a 
Christian; because I belong to a faith 
community with deep Christian roots; 
because to a person from another faith­
say, Islam or Judaism- ! am certainly 
more Christian than not, regardless of my 
own finer distinctions; because I want to 
hold my beloved Quaker faith communi­
ty accountable. The Jesus I learned about 
as a child, and meet through my Christ­
centered Quaker friends today, is not 
someone in whose name war or slavery, 
domestic violence, gay-bashing, or anti­
Semitism can rightfully be conducted. I 
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I believe that we Christians have a 
responsibility to be aware of how our reli­
gion has been used for evil as well as for 
good. It's our responsibility to be aware of 
the passages in our Scriptures that have 
been used as justification for causing (or 
ignoring) suffering in others. I believe that 
no one in my meeting today would 
quote--to ourselves in prayer, or aloud in 
spoken ministry-passages that urge 
slaves to obey their masters, or wives to be 
subject to their husbands. Even though in 
my unprogrammed meeting Friends 
occasionally rise to sing in worship, I 
haven't yet heard "Onward, Christian Sol­
diers." But we do, unwittingly, quote pas­
sages springing from that early Christian 
sect as it attempted to assert its superiori-

Are we Quakers 

letting the Right 
define Christianity 

for us? I believe we are. 

I know! am. 

ty over Judaism. I am aware of the pain 
and sense of exclusion this causes some 
Jewish members of our community, and 
of the restricted understandings these pas­
sages can foster in us and in our children. 

Censoring ourselves will not help any 
of us on our spiritual path. But I believe 
that those of us who turn to Christian 
Scripture for guidance and inspiration 
have a responsibility to know the dynam­
ics that shaped some of the passages, the 
ways these passages have been used for ill 
as well as good, and how they might land 
for others in our worshiping community. 
I ask that we open ourselves to a deep 
form of education. If we Friends do our 
homework and pay attention to the ori­
gins and biases of the scriptural passages 
we quote as we seek to convey what pow­
erfully moves us; if we seek humbly to 
understand which passages have landed 
heavily on other communities, like the 
Jewish people or the gay community; if 
we explore our own relationship to these 
passages in light of this understanding; if 
we help each other tenderly to do this 
learning and make these discernments; 

worship, the power ot our shared lives, 
will expand immeasurably. 

T he environment for speaking our 
faith out loud is a charged and troubled 
one in the United States today. Perhaps it 
has always been, but today, the so-called 
religious Right seems to be in a kind of 
ascendancy, having as it does the ear of the 
U.S. president and many legislators. (I 
don't speak of all evangelical Christians 
here, only those bent on wielding politi­
cal clout in order to enforce their agenda 
on others.) The "religion" of this political­
ly motivated Right tends to be moralistic, 
patriarchal, and selectively literalist about 
Scripture. It claims belief in Jesus Christ 
to be the only way to God, and tends to 
focus on personal salvation more than 
love for neighbor. The Christian Right as 
a whole (and these are all generalizations) 
tends to produce hawks rather than doves, 
death penalty advocates rather than oppo­
nents, "faith-based initiatives" as political 
ploys rather than as works that spring 
from the heart of love. The Right pushes 
its agenda in Jesus' name and, in doing so, 
has given Jesus a bad reputation among 
many liberal, unprogramm ed Friends. 

Are we Quakers letting the Right 
define Christianity for us? I believe we are. 
I know that I am. Are we letting the dis­
tortions of the "Christian" Right weigh on 
us as we seek our own relationship with 
the historical Jesus, with the inner Christ, 
with a spirit of love, with the inner 
teacher, with faith itself? I am. 

I want a kind of exorcism at my meet­
ing. I want us to notice how the right­
wing Christianity of President George W 
Bush and many others has slipped into 
our thinking and even our praying. I want 
us to uproot this distorted form of faith, 
and to cure ourselves of its influence. I 
want us to reclaim Jesus, to reclaim the 
Christ. This doesn't mean I think I'll 
become a Christ-centered Quaker. But it 
does mean that when my Christ-centered 
Quaker friends speak freely out of the 
power of their own spiritual experiences 
I'll be able to hear and be touched by the 
mystery to which they seek to give words. 
I'll hear them, free of the bad associations 
that the Right has given to some of the 
words they are using. What has power for 
these Christ-centered Friends will touch 
me, too--not in conversion but in illu­
mination, as part of a mutual strengthen­
ing that we all need for the work of love 
and justice that calls us into the world. D 
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SIDE STREET IN COLOGNE DURING THE YOM KIPPUR WAR 

A thin rain drizzles streetlights, and the chill night 
cloaks itself more tightly still. We pause outside the palings 
of a roofless church, perhaps intentionally left this way 
for any praying here before the heavy altar, lofting orisons 
to God more readily without a dome above, not fifty yards 
from the Cathedral and its thousand shell pocks still unhealed. 

And in the haloed, dreary light we can discern a couple 
kneeling on the misted prie dieu, heads bent, palms tented, 
sending up whoever knows what plea- forgiveness for 
their crimes against humanity? Or Eli, Eli, a cessation 
of the killings everywhere. Egyptians slaying Jews, Jews 
Palestinians, the endless food production for the maw of Mars. 

But wait. These praying figures are outsize, too stationary 
to be real. And then we see that Kollwitz beats her bronzes 
into tears and ours fly in the rain, this pain too real, too proximate, 
too near some deathcamp to be real, too many lynched or burned 
oh E/uhanu, too many killers still abroad. My God, atone tonight? 
For what, when we'll go up into tomorrow's dawn with daggers drawn. 

Earl M. Coleman 

Earl M. Coleman lives in 
Montville, N J His website is 
<www.stubbompine.com>. 

Trauenule Ekern (Grieving 
Parents), a stone sculpture 
by Kathe Kollwitz, 1932. 
The original is in a Belgian 
graveyard; this copy is 
located in Cologne, 
Germany. Photo courtesy of 
Kathe Kollwitz Museum, 
Cologne 



Jesus as the 
by John Pitts Corry 

T 
imes change. Perhaps certain 
aspects of reality don't change, 
but times do change . .fu a poet 
I'd like to have lived in a mat­
ted hut on the misty, sloping 

mountains with Tu Fu and Wang Wei as 
neighbors, during the Tang dynastasy in 
China, but it's not going to happen . .fu a 
Friend I'd like to have lived during the ear­
ly days of the Quaker awakening in mid-
17th-century England, but that's not 
going to happen. I can't go back to my 
ideal mountain retreat with a community 
of exiled poet-monks, or sit in a large, 
hushed, low-ceilinged room with George 
Fox and Margaret Fell at Swarthmore 
Hall, while Judge Fell listens attentively 
from a secluded side study. Their life­
choices were made in a culture far 
removed from my own. But I wonder if 
there is not some link between us, some­
thing that endures from their time to our 
time. Something earlier Friends might 
have to communicate to us today. Let us 
focus on one of the major differences. 

The first thing that strikes me is that 
for liberal Friends (I'm not fond of label­
ing Friends but for our purposes here I 
must make some distinctions) Jesus is no 
longer the first option in their lives. When 
early Friends began to come together as a 
distinct community, Jesus was the first 
option. In their mystical experience and as 
a prophetic example, Jesus was the figure 
around whom they gathered. He was 
their Inner Teacher and guide. Later, dur­
ing the Quietist period, Jesus was still "in 
the midst," i.e. the central presence in 
their meetings and their lives. That was 
back when Quakers wore gray bonnets 
and dark, distinctive clothing and, like my 
grandmother, said "thee" and "thou." But 
those quaint trappings carne out of their 
Christian beliefs, which weren't about 
what name to call Jesus. Theirs was an 
operational, not a creedal, faith in Christ, 
but they did talk about Jesus. They dis-

john Pitts Corry is a member of Middletown 
Meeting in Lima, Pa., and an "appreciative and 
sporadic attender" of Albuquerque (N Mex.) 
Meeting. 
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cussed his life and teachings, and how 
people had honored or not honored that 
life and teaching, how they experienced 
Jesus in their own lives. He was part of the 
fabric of their everyday lives. Whether 
they referred to Jesus as the Light, or the 
Seed, or the Inner Teacher didn't matter, 
Jesus was an integral part of their lives. 

For many Friends today, that is no 
longer their experience. Whatever else is 
going on in our meetings--and some 
wonderful, Spirit-led things are going on 
there-Jesus is no longer the first option. 
A respected figure, even a revered figure, 
but not the first option. Peace and justice 
perhaps, caring for Mother Earth, finding 
a personal spirituality, or wanting to raise 
our kids among like-minded friends in a 
self-glorifYing, often violent, culture­
these are some of the first options I sense 
driving our meetings. All worthy goals. 
Joining with other peaceful Quakers to 
demonstrate and take political action to 
protest injustice and war makes me proud 
to be a Friend. I have no doubt that the 
same Spirit that awakened George Fox, 
Margaret Fell, Elizabeth Fry, John Wool­
man, Elias Hicks (my own family's special 
hero), Rufus Jones, H enry Cadbury, 
Howard Brinton, and Douglas and Dor­
othy Steere, is pleased with the courage 
and love present among Friends today. 

D 
oes that mean we no longer 
need Jesus as our first option? 
Yes, and no. Until we perceive 
a need, individually and as a 
body, I don't believe we do 

need Jesus as a primal option . .fu long as 
we continue to lead Sermon-led lives, 
faithful to the teachings and example of 
Jesus, I believe the Spirit will sustain our 
efforts. Historically Friends have assumed 
a role as peacemakers, fighters for justice, 
and reconciling healers. I can't imagine 
the Spirit having Friends abandon that 
role in today's world. I also expect the 
Inner Light (which has taken on a new 
meaning in today's post-Christian world) 
will continue to speak to each of us in a 
manner suited to our condition. Despite 

econd 
our earlier history many Friends do lead 
worthy lives without Jesus as the first 
option. That's just the way things are 
today, and that's a major change from 
earlier Friends. 

A few of us, however, still seem to need 
Jesus as our first option. We're called 
Christ-centered Friends, (another label 
that can oversimplify the complexities 
involved in defining religious faith). Some 
of us have experiences that remind us of 
the experiences of John Woolman, or 
Thomas Kelly, where Jesus has become a 
visceral part of our lives. When we share 
our encounters with Christ among 
Friends, we discover times have changed, 
and many Friends seem embarrassed and 
ill at ease, unable to relate to the signifi­
cance Jesus has in our lives. It's just not 
their experience. Often we remind other 
Friends--unintentional on our part--of 
the repressive Christianity they've left to 
become Friends or that they've outgrown 
in a more scientific age. But there we are, 
still part of our meetings, talking about 
Jesus in our own life, or in Scripture and 
earlier Quaker writings, or in the life of 
Martin Luther King Jr., or Mother Tere­
sa, or Bishop Desmond Tutu. This can 
be awkward at times; for some liberal 
Friends it must seem as if they were stuck 
in a dead-end conversation with a zealous 
old-line Norman Thomas socialist who 
hasn't moved on since the Great Depres­
sion. With a few good friends I've been 
able to get past these differences, and 
move into a deep sharing of the glimpses 
of the eternal reality that we both treasure. 
Generally however, the conversations end 
in a stalemate, for which I can see no 
immediate solution. 

At the individual level I think we can 
only continue as we are now, tolerating 
and perhaps learning from each other's 
primary options . .fu we listen to the joys 
as well as the suffering and pain Chris­
tianity has caused in our lives, those with 
more joys than sorrows may need to be 
consoling to those who've been wounded 
by their experience with Christianity. 
And perhaps those who've experienced 
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pti 
mostly sorrows might listen to 
the pent-up enthusiasm some 
Friends still have for Christiani­
ty. In time the Spirit may speak 
to us more directly; but for now, 
since no one can--or should­
change his or her primary 
options for the sake of tradition 
or somebody else's experience, 
we must be patient with one 
another. Though we-well, I, 
speaking for myself--can some­
times be defensive, none of the 
Christ-centered Friends I know 
takes a hard-line, Christ-is-the­
only-way approach. Nor does 
our commitment to Christ dim 
our appreciation for Spirit-led 
saints from other traditions­
the Dalai Lama and Gandhi, for 
example. Nor can we be answer­
able for all the doctrines and 
attitudes being championed by 
less peace-minded Christians. 
All the Christ-centered Friends 
I know are as disappointed in 
the present, strident religious 
climate as early Friends were 
with the Puritans and other reli­
gious sects of the day. It pains us 
in a very deep way to hear our 
cherished Jesus enlisted in a 
support of war and economic 
exploitation of the poor. 

I 
believe all Friends might reconsider 
Jesus as the peaceful but authorita­
tive inner presence who enlivened 
so many of our predecessors: as a re­
source, not a requirement; avail-

able if needed; a reminder and challenge 
perhaps, not a model. If religion is about 
aspects of reality that don't change over 
time, then earlier Friends may still have 
something to communicate to us in addi­
tion to the testimonies on Peace and 
Simplicity, and being silent when we wor­
ship together. 

Our Quaker heritage speaks not only 
about being an effective wimess to truth, 
patient, kind, and courageous, but also 
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about what to do when our aspirations 
and efforts don't succeed. In my own life 
I found that eventually my efforts failed to 
produce the results I hoped for. I couldn't 
be consistently kind, patient, and coura­
geous. I couldn't do it by myself; my self­
absorption, my temper, my selfish incli­
nations eventually wore me down; and I 
needed to find a backup to my own 
nature in order to become the person I 
wanted to be. With Christ I can be more 
loving, more honest with myself, more 
courageous in caring for the needs of oth­
ers because I know it's not me doing it, 
but Christ in me. My being a good per­
son doesn't depend now on my own 
efforts but on God. 

I do believe I share the same enduring 

Friends might 
recor~sider Jesus 
as the inner 
presence who 
enlivened our 
predecessors. 

resource that was avail­
able to Dr. King when 
he put his head down 
on the table in his 
Montgomery kitchen, 
groaning as the death 
threats poured in, pres­
suring him to move his 
family and give up the 
b "S d ".~:: oycott. tan up, ~ 
the Inner Guide said, d 
"Stand up for justice, .~ 
and I will be with you ~ 
to the ends of the 

Earth." I believe that Inner Teacher, that 
enlivening Spirit, is still available to us in 
our times of most need. I know that Jesus, 
the Holy Spirit of Jesus returned from 
death, wants me to live a good life, a Ser­
mon-scented life. That is my operational 
faith, my deepest experience. Jesus is the 
most real person I've ever met. I rejoice in 
the fullness oflife I sense coming from the 
humble Jesus, who takes me into his care 
when my burdens grow too heavy for me 
to bear. I wouldn't claim that my limited 
understanding of God's nature is defini­
tive in others' lives but Christ is my back­
up, my hope, the great joy of my life. 
How could I not want to share that with 
people I love and respect? My friends in 
the Religious Society of Friends? 0 
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within is an immediate, direct experience. 
We know that the inward Light, that the 
Divine Spirit, is in each person-single, 
married, men, women, and children. 

And yet, the struggle of many single 
persons is finding comfort and peace in 
the stillness that may be pregnant with an 
inherent separateness. We gather together 
in silence, in God's presence, knowing that 
God does not distinguish between those 
who are single and those who are married. 
We know that God's love is always present 
and available to us. Our true nature is 
luminosity, clarity, and kindness. 

When my heart feels crusty as day-old 
bread from not enough laughter and not 
enough loving, how can I reconcile my 
faith in this Divine Presence with the deep­
ly felt longing for companionship? I turn 
to meeting to provide the ground for sen­
sitive support, to be part of my life pas­
sages, and to witness my journey toward 
wholeness. Do we as Quakers set an in­

viting table for childless, single adults 
to feel in solidarity and in well-being 
with our meetings? 

As Quakers, we call Spirit to guide 
us, relying on the virtues of equal­
ity, stewardship, fairness, and 

kindness, for example. This 
Spirit-led conduct is often par­
ticularly tested for single 
Quakers who often cannot 

rely on family support structure 
for guidance and comfort, and 

ON BEING SINGLE AND QUAKER: 

by Valerie Brown 

s I look off into the horiwn 
of a youthful 50 that is drawing near, my 
mind fast-forwards into the future, won­
dering about issues of companionship, 
children, family, health, and so many oth­
ers. I look back at checkered relationships, 

Valerie Brown is a member of Solebury {Pa.) 
Meeting and serves on the Board of Trustees of 
Buckingham Friends School in Lahaska, Pa. She 
is ordained by Thich Nhat Hanh as a fay mem­
ber of the Tien Hiep Order. She led the 2005 
New Years Eve Retreat at Pendle Hill in 
Wallingford, Pa. She wrote this article fast 
spring. In October, she was married to john D. 
Strachan at Solebury Meeting. 
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a failed marriage--all difficult lessons in 
life's journey. 

For me, being single is both by choice 
and by circumstance. I struggle with the 
tension of a faith community that eagerly 
welcomes families and oddly seems 
uncomfortable in its embrace of single, 
childless adults. 

As Quakers, we are called to be sensi­
tive to our higher virtues, to bring tender 
understanding and sensitivity in relations 
with others. We join in meeting to share 
a bit of our private lives with others, 
always relying on our faith in God and 
our fundamental belief that the Light 

must use creative approaches to nurture, 
care, love, and affirmation of family. 

I often fell into the well of self-pity, 
wishing for a mate that did not exist, hop­
ing that if I found the right person, my 
life, my spiritual house would be in order. 

It's said that people come into our lives 
for a reason. I struggled with that part of 
me that was convinced, if I found the right 
mate, my longing would be answered, I 
would be complete and fulfilled. 

I realize now that these beliefs were a 
necessary part of my spiritual growth. I 
needed to go through the phases oflook­
ing outside myself for the answers, for ful-
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ness that 1 sought m another. Seeking 
completeness outside myself was what I 
had been taught to do from an early age, 
looking to formalized religion, to Scrip­
rure and books for the inward knowing. 
While these are all good places to seek 
divine guidance, intimacy with God, spir­
itual maturity comes, in part, from letting 
go of the need for answers and becoming 
receptive and open to the mystery of 
human longing. 

Looking within carne unexpectancly, 
out of silent worship, as I began to focus 
less on what was absent in my life and 
focus more on what was present. My 
prayer shifted from asking God for some­
thing to being thankful for God's out­
pouring and abundance and infinite love. 
It was a quiet, inquisitive deepening 
prayer that led me to seek less the need to 
reconcile desire with reality and to appre­
ciate more the gifts of single life. 

With seasoned insight, I realized that 
my task as a single person was to live the 
unresolved conflicts and the longings for 
family and mate with grace and dignity. I 
discovered the nature of human longing. 
It pointed to my deepest desire and is 
sacred ground, a place to direct my prayer­
ful attention, to ask my soul for guidance. 

In settling into this sacred longing, I 
began to look beyond the obvious aspects 
of finding a mate and looked deeply at 
what a soul mate represents-intimacy, 

As we grow deeper in faith, we open 
to the fullness of our Quaker legacy. 
The Quaker adage "celibate in single­
ness, faithful in marriage," may res­
onate divine will, but does it provide 
realistic guidance to those who have 
never married or who remain single for 
many, many years? Knowing the sacra­
mental nature of the body and the pow­
er and pleasure of sex, is it appropriate 
to simply remain celibate in a sexually 
charged culture? Instead, for single 
Quakers, the more relevant question 
may be preserv~tion of our body integri­
ty for long-term happiness and enjoy­
ment versus short-term pleasure. We 
need to continually discern where the 
presence of God is in relationships and 
to hold those places tenderly because 
they contain the seeds of care, desire, 
and hope. 

It is important to keep a faithful and 
open heart as a single Quaker, aware 
that alone does not mean without pres­
ence of the ever-available love of God. 

We can practically cultivate this 
open and generous heart by focusing on 
the gifts of single life, giving generous­
ly of our time and resources to those in 
real need and nurturing intergenera­
tional relations to create a substitute for 
the family we may not have. 

As Quakers, we together make time 
in meeting for worship to recollect the 

heart of God in 

OPPOSING FORCES? 
silence, to be open 
to the nuances and 
leadings, the long­
ings and directions. 

care, love, belonging, security. In letting 
go of the intellectual need to figure it all 
out, to reconcile my longing and what it 
represents with the reality of my life, I 
carne to understand the profound nature 
of the human struggle for completion, a 
universal tension in all people. My prayer, 
meditation, and reflections turned from 
wanting the longing to disappear to 
embracing the unfulfilled desire, to be 
kind, generous, and happy despite the 
incompleteness, uncertainty, and longing. 
In this embrace, what had been seen as 
deficiencies in my life became a place of 
acceptance and thankfulness, allowing 
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In our hearts, our 
words, our meet­
inghouses, we must 
look to a heart that 
is open, dedicated, 

and alert to the needs of all members, 
attenders, families, and single persons, 
caring for them all in a spirit of affec­
tionate interest and gratitude. 0 

QUERY 

Do aU adults and children in our 
meeting receive our loving care and 
encouragement to share in the life of 
our meeting, and to live as Friends? 

-Faith and Practice, 1997 

A TEACHING 
I have been so often mute 
when I wanted most to have you 

hear me. 
But I have studied speech 
with the mole and the crow 
and the unsilent dead 
who speak to us daily 
with their mouths of clay 
and their tongues of grass, 
as they drill us in the old and 

necessary lessons. 
And what do they teach? 
I have no trick for telling you 
all of what I think they say, 
but I believe it comes to this: 
There is no law 
but that of love. 
That takes courage 
and we often fail. 
Because we fail 
forgiveness is basic as bread. 
We fail there too. 
And so the wor1d is sad. 
If I could have the voice I wanted 

once, 
I would be your bard. 
I would bind you to me 
with firelight tales 
of struggle and discovery 
that would drive back your darkness 

for an hour. 
But I have only this small voice 
with which my father voiced me 
a voice with the reed and rasp of 

the crow. 
And I fear it is much too small. 
Even so, 
I tell you 
There is no law 
but the law of love. 
Take courage. 
Take courage. 

-Michael Henson 

Michael Hensen lives in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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~URVIVING 

W en I woke up one morning la..t 
winter, it was five degrees. The cold was 
paralyzing. At 6:30 AM, an early gloom 
draped my window. I couldn't drag my 
feet out from under the quilt. Some wise 
person wrote that the greatest pleasures in 
life are to see, to eat, and to sleep undis­
turbed. Having a thick quilt rates high, too. 

The window was blanketed with frost 
from the humidity of many people 
breathing in one bedroom. I watched the 
pattern of frost emerge outside the win­
dowpane. An opaque haze turned to 
beauty as the sun bounced and sparkled 
off the frozen water. The curves of crystals 
on the pane looked like a geothermal map 
covering an ancient river shoreline. Indi­
vidual crystal drops, some as big as a fin­
gernail, stopped my breath. My mattress 
squeaked as my elbow cranked my head 
to get a better view. Did you ever see how 
similar an ice crystal is to the twinkling 
rays of Venus in the evening sky? 

Beauty surpasses even cold weather; 
but 20 years ago I told my parents I was 
moving to Boston, not Siberia. I'm scared 
at the extremes of weather we have, and 
so unpredictable. How can scientists con­
vince me that this temperature is due to 
global warming? I'm angry that it's too 
cold for my son to go skating on Frog 
Pond. I'm upset that a hot drink from the 
bakery only stays warm about five min­
utes and ten minutes later it's starting to 
congeal. I worry about frail adults, parents 
with toddlers, the elderly who can't shop 
or can't get out to see a doctor. I'm furious 
that people with no home, people who 
prefer their freedom to the shelter regi­
men, are liable to freeze to death. 

As I rolled over in bed, I remembered 
Patti. Patti is a diabetic who braved the 
cold last week to come to the health clin­
ic. She is a homeless woman whose total 
possessions fit into two shopping carts. 
She is overweight and solemn. She used to 
only come to the health clinic every oth-

Elizabeth Claggett-Borne, a member of Friends 
Meeting at Cambridge, Mass., works with 
patients at Boston Medical Center. 
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by Elizabeth Claggett-Borne 

er Friday to have Clara, her nurse practi­
tioner, check her insulin. Patti would 
wheel one cart up the street, park it on the 
corner, then scuffle back down the block 
for the second cart. She wore layers and 
layers of shirts and sweaters and an Andes 
wool hat with a pompom hanging down. 
Her thin hair was shiny, anchored in place 
by the striped hat. 

After Patti parked her shopping carts 
behind a dumpster, she waited patiently 
to see her trusted Clara. Once I watched 
Patti carefully brush the dirt off her shoes 
with a Zoloft brochure. Clara politely 
accompanied Patti into her office. Clara 
has been at this health center for 15 years. 
Clara gave Patti complete attention, as 
much interest as she gives any patient in a 
coat and tie. Over the years, Clara has lis­
tened to Patti's complaints and disjointed 
stories. She has adjusted Patti's medica­
tion, given her encouragement, and 
sometimes ushered her to the lab for 
blood tests. That day Patti left with her 
medicine in hand and Clara opened her 
window to clear out the smell. 

Early last February nurses saw these 
same two shopping carts parked outside 
the clinic on Tuesdays. This was odd­
Tuesday is a day Clara doesn't even come 
to work. Soon they saw Patti sitting in the 
waiting room, not expecting an appoint­
ment. Puzzled, the staff asked Patti why 
she came. Patti didn't need a doctor, but 
she asked if she could return to Clara's 
consultation room. Patti approached the 
room slowly and stood a minute in the 
doorway with her head cocked. Then she 
heaved a deep breath and turned away. 
That was enough. Patti had wanted to be 
in the room where she was listened to, and 
where she felt hope. Clara had offered her 
a well of care and respect, until all Patti 
needed was to touch that place of hope. 
Patti found a calmness in what seemed to 
be a chaotic, wintry life. Then she left 
without a fuss. The perplexed nurses 
shrugged and called the next patient. 

Winter is a temporary shell. But it 
claims a stiff price. You can't escape the 
power of its steely grip: Earth unforgiving 

iron, gurgling water arrested by the fin­
~rs of ice. Trees hibernate; mammals 
bury deep in dens. Insects go into sus­
pended animation. Teens lean against 
storefront doorways, their steamy breath 
fogging the glass. 

In winter, death hovers closely around 
our shoulders. I listen to friends' stories: 
someone falls and breaks a hip, mothers 
use an open oven to heat the room while 
kids do homework, an aggressive cancer 
recurs after unsuccessful surgery. What 
can I do? Hiding from winter is like hid­
ing from bankruptcy; it doesn't work in 
the long run. 

My joints are stiff, for sure; but to feel 
cold does not register high on the body's 
pain scale. Cold is only a sensation on the 
skin. Do you want to know the truth?­
! tremble more because of fear than 
because of cold. The cold doesn't touch 
my spiritual life. As I shiver, I am aware 
how great it is to be alive. 

My mind is alert, racing against the 
inevitable waves of cold outside my quilt. 
The sun pierces the window ice with a 
strong gleam. I can stay hidden in bed. I 
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have a choice; I can decide to call in sick 
at work. People like Patti haven't the abil­
iry to control their time or warmth. Lying 
in a warm bed is a privilege for which I 
rarely thank God. 

I'm anticipating those blasts of cold 
shaking my body. Arctic weather is debil­
itating. Some are afraid of slipping on ice, 
or of catching the flu, both of which are 
health risks. But you and I also know it's 
more dangerous to drive down Interstate 
95. Have you ever heard someone say: 
"Nope, there's too many fatal car acci­
dents; I'm not going out to drive today''? 
Few of us stay inside because it's danger­
ous outdoors. We stay inside because it's 
uncomfortable to be cold, but maybe a lit­
tle bit also because winter is laced with the 
knowledge of death. 

I know God's Creation includes death. 
Maybe others aren't intimidated by that, 
but I'm too squeamish to appreciate 
death. The pain of dying fills me with 
dread. W ith so many scales on my eyes, I 
only can accept death in theory. Like the 
idea of intelligent life on Mars, life after 
death sounds good; but I, personally, am 
not up for the side effects. 

Winter brings out bodily quaking. I 
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shiver and stamp my feet-my muscles 
tensed, my chin tucked. This quaking is 
from cold, but also from fear-a fear that 
gives homage to death and allows pain to 
overtake my body and rule supreme. 

Winter quaking isn't the only kind, of 
course. Another kind happens when I'm 
taken aback by an extraordinary event. I 
shiver when I'm in awe of a magnitude I 
don't understand; some call it the Power 
of the Lord. It has the outward appear­
ance of fear, but awe has a totally magnif­
icent qualiry that's different. When I first 
saw a humpback whale breach, I was mes­
merized and then quaking in wonder. 
"Did you see that?" I repeated over and 
over to my kids; "Did you see SEE that?" 
Pigeons circling in a flock around Boston 
skyscrapers give me the same thrill. Have 
you ever quivered after hearing a record­
ing of Martin Luther King's "I Have a 
Dream" speech? This is a power that com­
mands respect with its tones ofbeaury and 
truth. It makes my skin jump and the 
back of my neck tingle. But it doesn't 
make me weak in the knees; nor does it 
make me want to run for warmth. It's 
quaking in the best sense. As a Friend, I 
do not find quaking just in worship. 

...., 
Wmter is a tough season. It may bring & 

brittleness, crankiness, and loneliness. @ 
When these fears rack my mind, I shiver 
with death at my side. I remain under the 
bedcovers. My arm tentatively stretches 
over my head, then I snap it back under 
the quilt again. 

As I squirmed under the covers that 
morning, I was still thinking of Patti. Her 
survival has caused me to shudder in won­
der; do I appreciate how much of a mira­
cle her life is? I don't piry her, but I'm try­
ing to learn the lesson ofren blinded by 
my privilege. At the clinic Patti finds an 
island of healing. Yes, she needs medicine 
and she needs protection from the vicious 
winds, but she finds healing with just the 
knowledge of someone's past caring. Afrer 
Clara carved the way, Patti discovered 
God's presence even without her. Pain is 
temporary; Love is ever-present. 

I hopped out of bed, slapped on layers 
of clothes, and started scavenging for 
breakfast. I reached on the shelf for some 
oatmeal and raisins. And I wondered: can 
I reach for seeds of Love and Hope and 
yet not deny the truth of winter? 0 

21 



The oldest Quaker school in the world, 
William Penn Charter School embraces 

tradition and welcomes innovation. 

fus(:ntial Quaker principles and practice 
guide Penn Charter, a Friends school 
by birthright and conviction. Within a 

diverse community, we engage students 
in a stimulating and rigorous educational 

program. We foster academic discipline and 
intellectual curiosity to prepare graduates 

for higher education and for life. 

3000 West School House Lane, Philadelphia 

215.844.3460 
www.penncharter.com 

~ 
william Penn 
Cliarter 

School 

1WO Wee~ SeSSIONS 
June through 

SLEEPOVE~ <:AMP 
for Boys & Girls ages 8-13 \ 

*** * * J Campers Ghoose their own activities and live 
and play in a friendly, diverse community. 

CAMP ONAS INFO DAY Sunday, Feb. 5, 2pm 
FOR INFORMATION, CALL 610-847-5858 

I 

609 Geigel Hill Rd., Ottsville, PA 18942 
friends@camponas.org • www.camponas.org 

ACA Accredited Camp 

FRIENDS jOURNAL 

Type & Design Services 
NEWSLETTERS • BOOKS 
BRO CHURES • POSTERS 

I 
m6 Arch Street, 2A, Philaddphia, PA 19107 
(215) 563-8629 • info@friendsjournal.org 

22 

• WITNESS 

A Visit to Kamenge AIDS Clinic 
by David Zaremkba 

On January 19, 2005, I visited the 
Kamenge aids dirxic in Bujumbura, 
Burundi. The program is run by 

Friends Women's Association of Burundi, and 
supported by Friends Peace Teams. I was there 
with Elie Nahirnana, General Secretary of 
Burundi Yearly Meeting, and Adrien 
Niyongabo, coordinator of Healing and 
Rebuilding Our Communities program. I vis­
ited for only five hours. 

Cassilde Ntamamiro, coordinator of 
Friends Women's Association in Burundi, was 
our host on this day, which was set aside for 
the dirxic's monthly communal meal. Cassilde 
says she would like to do this once per week if 
the funds were available. The clinic has about 
70 people who are HIV positive registered in 
their program. And according to their metic­
ulous records, five of these have already died. 
Approximately 30 of the HIV-positive clients 
attended the gathering-most were young 
women, four with small children; five were 
men, four of whom were older than 40. When 
we arrived, the women were preparing a sub­
stantial meal. Cassilde showed us around the 
dirxic-the large waiting room, the consulta­
tion room, the small shop for sellirxg items to 
the public, the haircutting business on the 
side, and the store and medicine rooms. She 
also showed me three rooms that were unfin­
ished. In one of these rooms was a bed for 
patients who needed extra care. 

As people were gathering, the first activity 
was a public meeting that was part education­
al, part organizational, and part advisory. One 
topic was about the importance of good nutri­
tion. Questions about vitamin pills came up 
and various varieties (including the one for 
children} were displayed to the diems. There 
was also discussion on a better method to 
notifY all of the clients-who come from a 
rather large catchment area of Bujumbura­
about the clinic's gatherings. Almost half did 
not attend, but if they had I don't know where 
they would have fit, as the room was filled 
almost to capacity. There was also discussion 
of electing a committee for the group. Those 
present decided to postpone this until every­
one could be irxformed. 

Those who are able are asked to pay 200 
francs (less than 20 U.S. cents} per month to 
the association. These funds are used for hos-

David Zarembka is coordinator of African 
Great Lakes Initiative of Friends Peace Teams. A 
member of Bethesda (Md.) Meeting, he is 
sojourning at St. Louis (Mo.) Meeting. 

pita! trips and funeral costs. Cassilde wanted 
them to "buy in" to their organization so that 
it didn't seem like complete charity. As to 
advice, one man said that he was afraid to go 
upcountry to tell his wife that he was HIV pos­
itive. So the group counseled him to bring his 
wife to Bujumbura where he would tell her. 
She would be tested at the clinic, and advised 
according to her test results. I don't know if 
this happened, but the meeting demonstrated 
the variety of help that such a clinic provides. 

The most shocking thing for me was the 
story of one of the women clients who had 
brought her husband to the clinic. His first 
wife had died of AIDS, his second wife had 
died of AIDS, his third wife had died of AIDS, 
and now his fourth wife was HIV positive. 
From other data I had received it seemed that 
men lived much longer than women when 
they became HIV positive. Cassilde explained 
that the reason for this is that the men had 
more access to meat, milk, and medicirxe. 
With the better nutrition, they lived longer. 

Denial of AIDS runs very deep in 
Burundian society. A student at Great Lakes 
School ofTheology, named Fidele, had died a 
few days before. Cassilde knew he had died of 
AIDS; but the student did not admit it and 
had postponed testing until it was dearly too 
late. The previous year his wife, Bernadine, 
who was also a student at the school, had died 
of AIDS. Burundi Yearly Meeting has a little 
over 15,000 adult members. Probably 1,500 
to 2,000 of them are HN positive. CassiJde 
lamented the fact there was not one person 
willing to publicly stand up in church and tell 
people that she/he was HIV positive. 

The clinic also sees regular patients who 
are sick with malaria, irxtestirxal problems, and 
other illnesses. Its log at the time showed that 
they had received about 1,500 visits in less 
than a year and a hal£ While we were there 
about ten people came with these types of 
conditions. They meet with the nurse who 
prescribes appropriate medicines as necessary. 

It was moving to be iri a room full of peo­
ple who are destined for an early death­
many very young, including teenagers. I had 
read that HIV-positive people iri Mrica die 
much more quickly than those in the United 
States, for example, and it became clear to me 
that the reason for this was lack of proper care 
and nutrition. Living HIV positive, if one fol­
lows healthy living habits, one can continue 
with a normal life for many years. With neg­
lect, poor nutrition, and poor living habits, 
however, an HN-positive person dies quickly. 
The kind of work that this clinic is doing is 
important because it offers the resources and 
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support that HN-positive people living in this 
part of the world are not otherwise able to get. 

Cassilde asked me ifi would stay for lunch 
with the clients. She seemed delighted when I 
answered yes. Everyone was served mounds of 
rice, beans, greens, and a piece of meat. While 
we at the head table were given our own plates 
offood, the clients sat in groups of five or six 
and were served large platters. Each was then 
given a kilogram of rice and a half kilogram of 
beans to take home. 

Later, Elie, Adrien, and I went upcountry 
to Gitega. There, a woman named Felicite 
Niyonzima told Elie that she was HN positive 
and willing to speak publicly about it. When 
we asked if we could take her picture, she 
declined. Later we met, and her story spilled 
out-as tends to happen the first few times 
those who have had a traumatic experience tell 
their story. She was married with two children 
and her husband died of AIDS in 1998. It took 
her a year to be tested, which was when she 
found out that she was HN positive. She is the 
assistant to the Gitega provincial educational 
inspector. She had quietly told her family and 
her employer. Clearly she had the means to 
continue with healthy living and so, although 
seven years had gone by, her viral load level 
was still too low to require medicines. When 
I asked her what she expected would happen 
when she spoke out publicly in the church, 
she replied that she expected many people 
who were HN positive to come to her for 
advice and support. I suspected that she 
would quickly be overwhelmed by the num­
ber of people approaching her. Elie immedi­
ately invited her to speak at the next Burundi 
Yearly Meeting pastors' meeting in April. 
When we finished, she agreed to have her pic­
ture taken with us. A meeting was to be 
arranged quickly between Felicite, Cassilde, 
and the person responsible for AIDS awareness 
in the yearly meeting, to discuss how to sup­
port and help Felicite in her witness. 

Two days later, as we drove back into 
Bujumbura &om Gitega, we saw two pickup 
trucks full of people. The first one was carry­
ing a decorated cross in front. Elie honked and 
waved to the people in the trucks-it was the 
fimeral for the Great Lakes School ofTheology 
srudem who had just died of AIDS. Later in 
the day, when we were leaving the church 
compound in Bujumbura, Adrien pointed 
out seven children, dressed in their Sunday 
best, walking down the street. Their ages were 
approximately 5 to 17. They were the orphans 
of the two srudents who had died. 0 
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• ANALYSIS 

Quakerism, 
Community, 
and Katrina 
by Nancy Milio 

l am compelled to speak to the meaning of 
Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath. It 
warns: discard the "ownership society"­

the on-your-own-society-work toward a 
sharing, caring society. Quaker faith and 
Quaker practice know the strength and 
-vitality of community, equality, simplicity, 
and respect for environments. Such values 
should be, and sometimes are, embodied in 
representative and responsive government. 
They are basic to security and nonviolent con­
flict resolution. 

But Katrina revealed a twofold tale of our 
impoverishment. It exposed the poverty of 
power when leadership fails to act in the pub­
lic interest; compassion must be underpinned 
by the will to serve. And it bared the longtime 
denial of equal opportunity to humane living 
for all our people. 

The people of the Gulf suffer more than 
necessary because they-like millions of oth­
er people in the United States-have had their 
Lives degraded by continuous government 
budget cuts. They were vulnerable because of 
policy &ilures: to reduce poverty, now grow­
ing again; poor emergency planning and 
resource development, despite years of warn­
ing; and environmental impoverishment from 
lax regulation to protect coastal wetlands. The 
question now is whether these damaging 
wrongs will be made right. 

All major policies that sustain people who 
cannot work or find jobs that pay more than 
poverty wages have been steadily underfund­
ed in recent years and are to be cut further. 
These include income support, food, health 
coverage, and housing. 

The emergency planning setup had been 
changed in unprecedented ways, especially 
since the September 1 1 terrorist attacks could 
be used as justification. 

FEMA, the Federal Emergency Manage­
ment Agency, praised in the 1990s, was 
enveloped in the huge, 23-agency Depart­
ment of Homeland Security {DHS), and 
headed by a political appointee instead of an 
experienced professional. It became vulnera-

Nancy Mili.o is pro .foss or emeritus of Health Pol­
icy at University of North Carolina and a mem­
ber of Chapel Hill (N C) Meeting. 

ble to program cuts, and, under DHS­
imposed work rules, staff are moved from one 
agency to another, diluting expertise. Many 
tasks are outsourced to commercial fums, 
making DHS oversight and coordination dif­
ficult at best. 

Another agency for public health and safe­
ty, the Public Health Service, had its Pre­
paredness Office moved under DHS, becom­
ing similarly compromised. Other pieces of 
the network, which are supposed to support 
state and local health counterparts-the Cen­
ters for Disease Control and the Environ­
mental Protection Agency {EPA)-had Large 
budget cuts annually, shrinking efforrs in dis­
ease prevention, environmental monitoring, 
and regulatory enforcement. 

Recent reports found that preparedness fi­
nancing will be $100 billion short of meeting 
needed improvements, including workforce 
expertise and a comprehensive national infor­
mation nerwork for communication and coordi­
nation among local, state, and federal efforts. 

Information prior to Katrina was clear, 
presciently summarized in May 2005 by an 
investigative reporter, Chris Mooney, in 
"Thinking about Big Hurricanes," American 
Project online edition, on May 23, 2005, 
reviewing government and academic reports: 

A slow-moving Category 4 or 5 [170 
miles/hour] hurricane . . . could gener­
ate a 20-foot surge that would easily 
overwhelm the levees of New Orleans. 
. . . The geographical bowl of the city 
would fill up with the waters of the 
lake, leaving those unable to evacuate 
with little option but to cluster on 
roofrops. . . . The water itself would 
become a festering stew of sewage, 
gasoline, refinery chemicals, and debris. 
... New O rleans could furnish perhaps 
the largest natural catastrophe ever 
experienced on U.S. soil. 

The Army Corps of Engineers and Louis­
iana's Congressional delegation sought billions 
to shore up the levees and revive the coastal 
wetlands. But the George W Bush adminis­
tration had cut funding 80 percent by 2004. 

T he risks from poverty and poor pre­
paredness were multiplied by the decline in 
environmental protection. T he EPA, subject­
ed to White House pressure, redefined regula­
tory terms such that "weclands"-which were 
not to be used for economic development­
became open to commercial purposes in the 
Gulf, weakening the shoreline buffer against 
storm surges. In line with the administration's 
policy to lighten government regulation of 
business, it focused on rewriting rules protect­
ing drinking water and air, and as widely 
known, on global climate change. 
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Katrina, followed by Rita, revealed anoth­
er aspect of climate change chat policymakers 
are not acknowledging. The evacuees leaving 
Houston during Rita were caught in gridlock 
on the expressways because there were coo 
many vehicles. People in New Orleans were 
caught in town because they had no cars. 
What they shared with everyone in the Unit­
ed Scates is a dependence on cars--the mark 
of"freedom" to move "whenever and wherev­
er." That devotion adds to our oil dependence, 
which makes a large contribution to impris­
oning the world's population under a thick­
ening blanket of water-warming greenhouse 
gases, intensifying hurricanes. 

The Republican Pacey's Srudy Comminee 
proposed co cut billions more from the 2005-
2006 budget co pay Katrina's costs. These cuts 
involve the services and protections ~at were 
already deficient and helped create the vulner­
abilities of New Orleans and the coastal poor, 
including health and education programs, 
water quality, wastewater infrastructure, and 
energy conservation; high speed rail develop­
ment and new public transit; and neighbor­
hood and minority business development, 
legal services for the poor, and local emer­
gency worker grants. 

O ur leaders' allegiance has been to "free 
market" solutions co public issues. Let Quak­
ers speak now to rescore funds co reduce 
poverty; to rebuild adequate emergency and 
public health capacity; and to enable tools to 
protect environments, moving coward a new 
energy future of new transportation options, 
linking small and large cities, energy­
efficiency technologies and buildings, new 
energy sources, and good jobs filled by re­
educated workers. 

Where would the money come from? 
Through asking more from chose who have 
gained most; to invest in a renewed direction 
toward equity, freedom from oil dependence, 
and development of means chat can prevent 
and resolve deadly conflict. The new emer­
gency and ocher needed investments must not 
again be paid for by cuts in progcams for poor 
and ocher vulnerable people in future budget 
deficits wrought by unfair tax policy and wars. 

0 
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• REPORTS AND 

Friends Association for 
Higher Education 2005 

The joy of seeing old friends and making 
new ones; deep conversations at the cable and 
on sidewalks between sessions; buttons--"! 
think therefore I'm dangerous .. .. " Nearly 
200 of us, 80 plus for the first time, gathered 
for the 2005 annual meeting of Friends Asso­
ciation for Higher Education at Haverford 
College, Pa., from June 16 to 19 to consider 
th~ theme "Centering on the Edge." Blue 
skies, sunny days, and Haverford's verdant gar­
den campus hosted our 25th anniversary meet­
ing days of reunion and new engagement. 

In the ftrst plenary, Habib Rahiab, Afghani 
scholar-at-risk, described his country's strug­
gle co devdop an adequate educational sys­
tem. Risking his life, Habib witnessed for 
human rights and reminded us of our tradi­
tion to "publish truth." We were called to faith 
by his gentle way. 

The next morning, in the privileged com­
pany of elders who personally knew Haver7 

ford professors Rufus Jones, Thomas Kelly, and 
Douglas Steere, we studied their scholarship 
and discussed their lives to query oursdves. 
Are scholarship and research the same activi­
ty? Are "witness" and "testimony'' terms that 
apply to scholarship? Is love a scholarly virtue? 

With sound attention to scholarship, re­
search, witness, and love, Michael Klare en­
gaged us vitally, taking us to the heart of U.S. 
global oil policies. As John Woolman would 
remind us, so did Michael. The seeds of future 
wars for resources are planted. Are we bold 
enough to see the link between our way oflife 
and Habib's world? If we are, then Anne 
Dalke's trust in modern technology, ably 
demonstrated in our final plenary, will lead the 
w~y. With her and the Teaching and Learning 
wtth Technology (TLT) Group, we will learn 
how co mobilize one community through 
Internet links and "dangerous discussions." 

Forty-two different sessions surrounded 
these plenaries, making connections and 
applying values. Experiential learning proj­
ects, Liberation pedagogy, Quaker epistemolo­
gy, death row photography, the environment, 
energy and the moral economy, d earness 
~mrni~ees grounded in worship, George Fox 
m relatton to Adam in Genesis, Wittgenstein 
and Chesapeake Bay-the range of choices 
reflected the depth and integrity of Quaker 
scholarly pursuits and the need for serious, 
s~tained online discussions. A lively discus­
ston among the presidents and directors of 
seven FAHE member institutions demon­
strated leaders at the center, on the edge, trans­
lating Quakerism into structures and actions 
to support risk-taking scholarship and authen­
tic spiritual seeking .... 

EPISTLES 

We grounded our work in our worship 
each day. With T. Canby Jones we gave 
thanks, as he ministered to our sense of being 
held, awash in holy silence. And we closed our 
gathering with holy song in concert with Beats 
for Peace, young people whose rhythm and 
love of hip hop fostering social consciousness 
not only gave us hope for the future, but also 
reminded us of the relevance of the work we 
have shared and the friendships we have made 
and deepened. 

With gratitude for each person who pre­
pared and held this privileged time and space 
for us, we look forward to seeing one another 
again next year, God willing. 

-2005 Epistle Committee: 
jim Anderson, judith Jenner, Glenn Hinson, 

Rebecca Mays, Susan Schmidt, 
Caroline Whitbeck 

Friends of Color 2005 
When the Spirit moves, the Spirit moves. 

Thanks to the vision of Paul Ricketts, Takashi 
Mizuno, Joyce Williams/Inspira, and David 
Yamamoto, on a beautiful hoc summer week­
end, the Spirit gathered 11 Friends of Color, 
who serve and travel in ministry, for a week­
end retreat at Taylor Lane Farm, N.J. The 
attendees, who came from Pennsylvania, New 
York, North Carolina, Ohio, and Vuginia, 
sought co better understand ministry in gen­
eral, our ministries in particular, ministry in 
the Religious Society, and ways to better use 
the resources available co address the serious 
issues that are areas of wimess and action. 

Niyonu Spann opened the weekend with 
heartwarming, uplifting exercises that helped 
deepen our understanding of each other. This 
careful selection of material prepared our hearts 
for the worshipful sharing that would follow. 

After the opening, we wok the rime co 
carefully define ministry as the Spirit lead­
ing/calling us to be our best selves. From this 
inner place, we agreed that Spirit leads or calls 
us to ministry. Ministry may be oriented 
towards helping others understand and live as 
their best selves or work in areas that involve 
caring for creation. Each of us has at our dis­
posal a wealth of resources available to facil i­
tate the work that we are called to do. 

The group started by identifYing many 
Creator-edifying aspects of ministry. With this 
understanding, we cook the time to share the 
nature of our individual leadings and calls. 
Some of us shared about our work in our 
meetings. Others shared about work that is 
beyond the meeting-reaching our to Friends 
and others nationally and internationally. 

Presently, our messages of Quaker history, 
unity, and nonviolence are being carried co 
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28 young 

Friends from 

8 countries 

at Pendle Hill, 

England. 

Connecting Friends • Crossing Cultures • Changing Lives 

Vin c ula a los Amigos • Atraviesa Barreras Culturales • Cambia Vidas 

Friends World Committee 
for Consultation 
SECTIO N OF THE AMERI CA S 

Quaker 
Youth 
Pilgrimage 
What did the Pilgrimage do for me? 

It brought me together with young 

Friends from different parts of the 

world, taught us about Quaker 

history. and gave me an opportunity 

to explore my own beliefs. 

I had a real sense of belonging to 

Quakerism, a Society larger than 

any monthly or yearly meeting. The 

Pilgrimage gave me an opportunity 

to reflect and then affirm that I am 

glad to be a Quaker. 

Anna Margaret Birkel, Ohio Valley YM 

Quaker Youth Pilgrimage 2004 

NEXT PILGRIMAGE JULY 14 TO AUGUST 10, 2006 

Illinois, Indiana, Ohio 

For information and application form go to: 
www.fwccamericas.org or QYP@fwccamericas.org 
Applicants should be 16- 18 years of age in July 2006 

ALL FRIENDS ARE WELCOME AT OUR ANNUAL MEETING 

Chiquimula, Guatemala, March 16-19, 2006 

Register at www.fwccamericas.org or call the office for a 

registration packet. Registration deadline December 5, 2005. 

Application deadline: 

January 15, 2006 

Friends World Committee for Consultation 

Section of the Americas 

1506 Race Street, Philadelphia PA 19102, USA 

215. 241 . 7250 

americas@fwccamericas.org 

www. fwcca m erica s.org 
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have our own life-time 
learning establishment:' 

-A Foxdale Resident 
Opportunities for growth abound at Foxdale Village, 
a community where each resident is encouraged to live 
fully and compassionately, with respect and care for 
each other. Three levels of care contribute to a graceful 
life at Foxdale: residential living in ground-floor garden 
apartments, assisted living, and skilled nursing. 
• Front-door public transportation to theatres, 

museums, sporting events, and shopping 

• Cultural and educational Q 
opportunities at nearby · Foxdale 
Penn State's campus Vi II 

• Reasonable fees include . I age 
lifetime medical care 
and pharmacy 

A Quaker-Directed Continuing 
Care Retirement Community 

SOO East 'laql)n :\\enue • State College. P:\ 16~01 • """Jmdale\illage.org 
For more information call (81"1) 2:)8-:B22 or (800) 2S3-"l951 

FREEING 

CREATIVE 

f\1 l N 0 S . 
For Students with Learning Differences 

Multisensory teaching strategies for diverse learning styles 

Prospective Parents Open House dates for 2005-2006: 

October 26 • November 16 • December 14 

January 25 February 15 March 15 • April 12 • May 10 

Professio nal Open House dates: October 12 • January 11 

College PreparatonJ • Grades 7-12 • Summer Program 

8-day Orton-Gillingham Associate Level Training Course: June 14-23, 2006 

youth, adultS in communities, and persons 
"behind the wall." Friend Deborah Saunders 
attended just briefly, as she was departing the 
next day to speak in England. 

During our free time on Saturday, three of 
us visited the African American Museum in 
Philadelphia, where we viewed Lest We For­
get: Glorious Legacies of Our African Past; 
Odunde: P(eserving Cultural Tradition; 
Memories Go Round: The Photography of 
Jack T Franklins; and Surviving Genocide: 
The Children of Darfur. T hese sculptures and 
images of common people and celebrities 
connected us in tangible ways to those who 
have brought joy through the years as well as 
those who suffer, unnecessarily, in many partS 
of the world. 

When we reconvened, the Saturday afrer­
noon plenary session included presentations 
by Joyce Williams and Takashi Mizuno, who 
shared with us the life and ministry of 
Howard Thurman and Ham Sok Hon. 

Our celebration was informative and con­
sciousness-raising. We began with H elen 
Garay Toppins sharing Marvin Gaye's 
"What's going on." Afi:er many years, this 
music is again being played on many New 
York radio stations, for it seems as relevant 
today as it was when aired years ago. War, 
drugs, unemployment, and killing are still 
what's going on. When listening to the words, 
we pondered our leadings and calls as well as 
ways that we can more effectively address 
many of these issues. We seek to better under­
stand the past and present. 

As a way of understanding the past, Vanes­
sa Julye has done considerable genealogical 
research related to her family. She spoke of her 
maternal and paternal lineage, their origin, 
and their accomplishmentS. She also shared 
beautiful photos of her rdatives and art work 
done by her great-great-grandmother. 

Jada Jackson shifted the focus to current 
issues. She spoke eloquently about the impact 
of nuclear weapons and a recent protest that 
she attended in Nevada that attracted people 
from around the world. All were strongly 
led to call for an end to the production and 
use of nuclear weapons. She also reminded 
us to consider not using bottled water, for 
the plastics are filling landfills, and multina­
tional companies are purchasing cheaply 
and sometimes stealing water from Third 
World nations, creating conditions that may 
result in drought. 

In that all of us have a wealth of informa­
tion, Helen Garay Toppins volunteered to 
compile and maintain the list of resources. To 
ensure that we stay informed and active, we 
agreed on the value and importance of the Fel­
lowship of Friends of African Descent list­
serve, bibliography, schedule of events, ongo-
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ing projects, organization, funding sources, 
scholarship and job banks, volunteer oppor­
tunities, and board opportunities. Because 
many of these resources may be used to sup­
port our work, all were encouraged to send her 
our submissions. 

Helen Garay Toppins, Ernie Buscemi, and 
Vanessa Julye shared their experiences of the 
racial incidents at the NYYM Annual Sessions 
in the last session of the retreat. Helen asked 
for some advice regarding their directions. 
Takashi M izuno said at that time: "God will 
give you directions and we will support you." 

As we pondered ways to communicate our 
concerns to the broader community, we were 
reminded that in the last three years, FFAD 
developed an agenda that could be shared 
across our Religious Society. During a work­
shop, at the annual FFAD gathering in 2003, 
participants did just that. We started with the 
assumption that defense, as an institution, is 
not changed in a vacuum. All other major 
institutions--education, entertainment, eco­
nomics, labor, law, religion, policies, and fam­
ily- are affected. To shift the balance towards 
wholeness and justice, every institution 
requires some adjusting. 

Consistent with noble values, the gather­
ing participants identified the "as-is" and the 
"to-be" states for the institutions. To this 
material, they added strategies to achieve the 
"to-be" states. Many of the strategies spanned 
institutional boundaries and focused on 
wholeness, justice, peacemaking, and peace­
keeping. In reviewing the prioritized strate­
gies, relationships across institutions surfaced, 
making it possible to leverage resources and 
minimize negative effects. Rubye Howard 
Braye committed to compile the information 
so that it can be shared with other organiza­
tions across and outside the Quaker commu­
nity to support and promote improved con­
ditions for people of color locally, nationally, 
and globally. 

Ernie Buscemi reminded us that our min­
istries involve service throughout the Society 
on various boards. This allows us to share our 
agenda in places to inform and leverage our 
efforts. We also discussed the fact that present­
ly there are openings for service. 

Before ending the retreat, we thanked our 
host, Takashi Mizuno and his family; then, 
individually and collectively committed our­
selves to continuing to serve in ways that make 
a difference in the world. 

- Friends of Color Ministry Retreat 
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Learning for Life, Learning with Joy 

Coeducational 
Academic Excellence 
Quaker Values 

Age Three 
to 
Grade 6 

Call 610-642-0354 
for more information 
or visit our website: 

www.friendshaverford.org 

851 Buck Lane • Haverford, PA 19041 

The Peace Development Fund (PDF) works to strengthen a 
broad-based social justice movement that embodies, 
embraces, and honors many cultures to create the new 
systems and institutions essential to building a peaceful, just, 
and equitable world. 

We are a public foundation providing grants, training, and 
other resources in partnership with communities, 
organizations, trainers, and donors with whom we share a 
common vision for change. 

Peace Development Fund 
Uniting the peace 
and social justice 
movements with 
vital resources for 
25 years. 

For more information or to make 
a gift please contact us at: 
P.O. Box 1280 
44 N. Prospect Street 
Amherst, MA 01004 
1-800-424-3557 
info@peacefund.org 
www.peacedevelopmentfund.org 
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GuideOne Insurance is America's leading insur­

er of religious institutions, and has been pro­

tecting Friends houses of worship and schools 

for more than 20 years. In fact, since 1979, 

GuideOne has been the Friends Insurance 

Group property and casualty insurer of choice. 

To arrange for a FREE premium quotation, and 

to learn more about GuideOne Insurance, call 

1-877-448-4331 ext. 5429. 

/.4 
Gu1deOne· 

lnsur~nce 

• Quaker co-educational day 
school for students in pre­
kindergarten through grade 12 

• Challenging academics with a 
focus on social and emotional 
growth and development 

• Dynamic program in the visual and 
performing arts 

• Outstanding arhletic facilities and programs 

• State-of-the-art Science, Math , and 
Technology Center 

• 22o/o of seniors over the lase five years were named 
National Merit finalists, semifinalists, or commended students 

Friends' 
l ower School 

Grades Pre-K - 4 
228 Old Gulph Road 

Wynnewood, PA 19096 
610-642-7575 c E N T R A L 

www. friendscentral .org 

MiddleiUpper School 
Grades 5 - 12, 

1101 City Avenue 
Wynnewood, PA 19096 

610·649-7440 

Display Ad DetU!lines 

Reservations are 
required for display ads 
in FRIENDS j OURNAL. 

March issue: 
Reserve space by January 9. 

Ads must be received by January 12. 

April issue: Reserve space by February 6. 
Ads must be received by February 9. 

Ad rate is $38 per column inch. 

Call (215) 563-8629 now 
with your reservation or questions. 

E-mail: adsales@friendsjournal.org 

• REFLECTION 

Visitation and 
Hospitality 
among Friends 

by Janet Means 

fter I returned home from Continuing 
Committee of Illinois Yearly Meeting 
n thewinrer months of early 1999, my 

mind held the picrure of the table spread for 
poduck supper prepared by members and 
attenders of the host meeting, St. Louis (Mo.). 
Community formed as we gathered to enjoy 
the food. Laughter, serious talks, people 
and ideas intermingled. Friends in St. Louis 
opened their homes to those of us who 
lived too fur away to return to our own homes 
that evening. 

My host fumily cheerfully gathered my 
friend and me into their van for the ride 
home. They opened their doors and opened 
their hearts. The warmth that filled this 
Quaker home was immediately evident as we 
were enthusiastically greeted by the f.unily 
dog. We settled into the living room and the 
children shared their talents with gifts of 
dance, music, and jokes. While everything 
was low-key, I knew that this busy f.unily 
had taken the time to change the beds, pro­
vide the towels, and set aside the time for 
hospitality. The next morning, after a good 
night's sleep under warm, wonderful blankets, 
I was given rea and homemade breakfast cake 
with apples and orange slices. The mother and 
I had time co calk; we shared our spirirual 
paths. The father rook us to the airport, and 
again, we had time to open our journeys. It 
was a grand visit. I returned home feeling 
cared for and nurtured. 

Thoughts of other visits with Quakers 
made over many years throughout Friends 
General Conference and Illinois Yearly Meet­
ing started running through my mind. So 
many generous Friends have provided hospi­
tality while I was traveling on committee 
work. I see that we shared nor only bed and 
breakfast bur our life experiences. We were 
often given opportunity to share from the 
heart and Spirit. I have grown aware that this 
tradition goes back to the earliest travels 
among Friends. It goes back to the first ceo-

janet Means is a member of Lake Forest (Ill) 
Meeting. 
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tury of the followers of]esus. Hospitality pro­
vides a ministry oflove. 

Travel combined with visitation has 
enriched my life. I remember the time when I 
shared a room with a Friend I had not met 
before. We were discussing the events of the 
day when we looked up and beheld the 
starry skies right over our beds! It was a 
glorious sight. Our delight and laughter broke 
any walls we had between us. We shared 
Quaker thinking and actions within our dif­
ferent yearly and monthly meetings until far 
into the night. 

Each home presents an environment that 
is particularly its own. A recent widow and I 
sat in a blessed silence after she shared her 
journey of grief and loneliness. We were held 
in a gathered meeting with God. A peace 
flowed through us that I will not forget. To 
this day she remains a role model when adver­
sity knocks at my door. 

I think of the couple who was struggling 
through the life transition of the empty nest 
syndrome. They lived in a suburb of Philadel­
phia. The feelings of out of balance were pres­
ent in the home. We talked over rea, bit by bit 
opening our hearts in the common parent 
dilemma of how to fill in the gaps when the 
children are gone. We discussed the state of 
their meeting and the decisions they were fac­
ing as the meeting grew with new attenders 
and new focus. 

One of my most render memories springs 
from a visit to a home in the Mid­
west. Seedlings were sprouting on every win­
dowsill well before planting time. There 
was a general happiness in the air. On 
Sunday morning we sat down for breakfast. 
After we held hands in Quaker grace, we 
sang hymns together. What a lovely way to 
begin the day. We shared memories of our 
individual experiences at Pendle Hill and 
our present journeys. 

Visiting provides those moments of oppor­
tunity for getting in touch with the lives of 
people you would never meet. It opens the 
opportunity for sharing inward journeys, 
for discussing the perceptions of the Truth, 
for speaking to someone from "away" con­
cerning the joys and problems within the 
monthly meeting. Visiting provides a time 
for opening the heart as well as the door ro 
make space for the wind of the Spirit to move 
through us. 

I give thanks to the many persons in our 
community of Friends who have given the 
hospitality of their homes and families, who 
have shared their journeys, provided a bed 
for rest, food for the body, and nurture for 
the soul. 0 

FRIENDS jOURNAL january 2000 

' 

Dynamic community, enriching lifestyle! 
Beautiful arboretum setting · Superior health & well ness services 

MEDFORD LEAS 
A nationalLy accredited. Quaker-reLated, not-for-profit community 

for older adults, with campuses in Medford and Lumberton, New Jersey. 
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SELF-EXPRESSION- SOCIAL)USTICE- FRIENDSHIP 
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Two new ~iorw>; t..eade~hip a, ~erviu- vamp and 1/rama vamp Por tun~. 
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South China, Maine • 207-873-3499 
www.frienascamp.org • airector@frienascamp.org 
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NEWTOWN FRIENDS 
SCHOOL 

"The accomplishments of adults 
begin as the dreams of children. 

Newtown Friends is a place 
where dreams begin." 

- NFS Mission Statement 

Pre,K to Grade 8 
OPEN HOUSE 

January 29, 2006 
2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

For fwther information, 
call 215-968-2225, or visit 
us at newtownfriends.org 

11~6.,/kP~Il~oj 
P~ llaademk SclwoU 

We manage Investment Portfolios 
from a socially responsible perspective 

Investment Advisory 

Socially Responsible Investment 
Portfolios that perform 

C harles Schwab custodian 
Securities offired through 

Capital Portfolio Management, 
Member of NASD/S!PC, cleared through 

Bear Stearns Sec. Inc. 

norval@goeaston .net 

CREMATION 
Friends are reminded that the 

Anna T Jeanes Fund 
will reimburse cremation costs. 

(Applicable to members of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting only.) 

For information, write 
DORIS CLINKSCALE 

414 Foulkeways 
Gwynedd, PA 19436 

• MEMOIR 

Healing in Meeting for Worship 
at the 1995 FGC Gathering 
by Rich Van Dellen 
What is the ground and foundation of the gathered meeting? In the kzst analysis, it is, I am 
convinced, the Real Presence of God. 

! arrived at the Friends General 
Conference Gathering that 
year, 1995, in Kalamawo, 

Michigan, without any expecta­
tion of what would happen-a 
miracle of healing during wor­
ship. I had been having flashbacks 
of my wife's car accident, proba­
bly posttraumatic stress syn­
drome. I thought when I arrived 
the flashbacks were subsiding, but 
on Saturday evening at the open­
ing ceremony they carne back 
with a vengeance-vivid and 
painful. The next day was diffi­
cult; I had them all day. I went 
that Sunday afternoon co meeting 
for worship under the care of 
Friends for Lesbian and Gay 
Concerns [FLGC; now called 
Friends for Lesbian, Ga)l Bisexual 
Transgender, and Queer Concerns, 
FLGBTQC--eds.]. I had been 
attending chis worship every year at the Gath­
ering since 1986. Worship was underway only 
a few minutes when the tears started. I cried 
the whole hour. I knew that it was safe co cry 
there. It is amazing in itself that one can cry 
safely in Quaker meeting for worship. 

The next morning, at Bible half hour, the 
text was Jesus' words from the Cross: "My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?" The 
words cut to my soul. Why, God, had you for­
saken me? Where were you for me now? 

Marian's accident was on January 8, 1991. 
She was quadriplegic on arrival at the hospital 
from a spinal cord injury due to a neck frac­
rure. She had other injuries including multi­
ple fractures of her right leg and lung injuries. 
After major surgery, two weeks in the ICU, 
and chen physical therapy, she slowly 
improved. After four months, she left the hos­
pital in a wheelchair. She still could not bear 
weight on her right leg. We debated whether 

Rich ~n Del/en is a member of Rochester 
(Minn.) Meeting. He writes this in gratitude to 
FLGBTQC, and he expresses empathy for 
returning war veterans and others who have 
posttraumatic stress syndrome. 

-Thomas R Kelly, 1940 

to go co the Gathering that year, and, after 
phone calls co the FGC office to see if the site 
was wheelchair-friendly, we decided to go. 
When we arrived Marian was caking a few 
seeps on crutches so we managed quite well. 
By November that year she was walking with 
a cane, and by January of the next year walk­
ing without any aids. She had made a remark­
able, miraculous recovery of about 95 percent 
of her function. We remain grateful. 

I did well through all of chis. I returned co 
work three weeks after the accident. I was able 
to minister co Marian's needs, visit her twice a 
day in the hospical, work full-rime, and man­
age things at home. Then, about three years 
later, the flashbacks started: the phone call: 
"Your wife has been in a serious car accident 
and is in surgery. You had better come." Then 
the panicky drive to a hospical two hours 
away; seeing her for the fuse rime paralyzed; 
the blood cransfusions; seeing her labor to 
breathe and then put on a respirator; facing 
anti-abortion pickets going co the hospital the 
morning after the accident with signs saying, 
"This hospital kills"; and many more. 

These flashbacks gradually increased in fre­
quency and intensity and took over my life. I 
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could work, and as long as I kept busy I could 
function, but during any quiet moments they 
were there. I knew I needed professional help, 
and I started counseling. We decided not to 
use medication, but nonetheless the flash­
backs gradually lessened. I was improving 
when I arrived at the Gathering and thought 
they were gone for the most part, bur it was 
not ro be. They came back again: intense, dis­
tressing-as if I were there again. 

One recurring flashback that week was 
precipitated by an early plenary session. Har­
vey Gilman, a Friend &om Britain, spoke 
about angels. He probably said other things, 
but I only remember the part about angels. 
He suggested that we should function more 
like angels, messengers of God, to each other. 
The day of the accident, once I had gotten to 
the hospital and had taken care of the things 
one needs to do in these crises, the wait began. 
I felt terribly alone, desperately wanting some­
one with me. I had made multiple unsuccess­
ful attempts ro reach my son who lived about 
rwo hours away. I was sitting alone in the 
intensive care waiting room with my head in 
my hands, crying. The cleaning lady came in. 
After a few minutes of perfunctory cleaning 
she came over to me, sat down, put her arm 
around me, and asked what was wrong. After 
I explained, she suggested I call the police in 
the city where my son lived, and got up and 
left. I had never thought of that, did so, and 
soon Paul was on the phone and on his way 
to join me. An angel? No, a cleaning lady; but 
why did she not finish her cleaning? 

I continued to attend FLGC worship each 
afternoon. The messages started reaching me. 
Some messages spoke of pain and anguish. 
The pain was different than mine, yet touched 
me. Out of the pain rose up other messages of 
comfort, forgiveness, thankfulness, hope, love, 
and joy. The messages spoke directly to me. I 
had told no one what I was going through­
no one. Yet the messages were clearly meant 
for me. Healing started. T he rears diminished. 
The flashbacks lost their intensity and then 
stopped altogether. It was the miracle of the 
gathered meeting for worship. I am convinced 
it was the real presence of God. 

I have not had any serious flashbacks since 
then. When the Gathering returned to Kala­
mazoo in 1999, I had forgotten all about the 
previous experience. In my workshop on the 
second morning, a woman mentioned a 
friend whose child was in a serious car acci­
dent. The memories flooded back along with 
some of the flashbacks but they were brie£ 
That year I was able to share for the first time 
what had happened four years before in 
FLGC worship, and to thank the FLGC com­
munity for their contribution to my healing. 
And I remain thankful. 0 
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Kendal-Crosslands residents nurture an 
array of life-affirming opportunities: 

•140 resident-directed interest groups 
•lifelong learning at the University of 
Delaware and West Chester University 

• two 11,000-volume, resident-run libraries 
• 300 acres with trails, woods, ponds 
•on-site concerts and lectures 
•local community volunteer opportunities 

Named as one of the nation's top 25 
continuing care retirement communities, 
Kendal-Crosslands is not-for-profit and 
Quaker-related. Full services, lifetime 
restraint-free health care. 

I<f:NDAL~CROSSLANDS 
Communities 

610-388-7001 • 1-800-216-1920 
P.O. Box 100 • Kennett Square. PA 19348 

www.kcc.kendal.org 

Comet0Pendle 
Hill 

January 20-22 
Gandhi, Dorothy Day and Malcolm X: 

Personal and Socia Transfonnation 
with Sudarshan Kapur 

January 30-February 2 
Howard Thunnan: In Search 
of Authentic Community 
with Dorsey 0. Blake 

February 3-5 
Kazantzakis' Zorba the Greek 
as Nietzschian Parable 
with Peter Bien 

February 10-12 
1 00 Things to Do Before 

You Hit 100 
with Kendall Dudley 

PENDLE HILL 
A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 

338 Plush Mill Road · Wallingford, PA 19086 
www.pendlehill.org 

To (. out more, contact 
800.742.3150 (US only) ext 3 
610.566.4507 ext 3 
registrar@pendlehill.org 
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Memories for a Ufetime" 
Unique multicultural communities where every child feels important 

CAMP REGIS 

Co-ed 6-12 
APPLEJACK TEEN CAMP 

Co-ed 13-16 

Family owned and operated, specializing in first time campers. Friendly Quaker 
leadership since 1946. Mature, nunuring staff, close supervision, ratio 1 to 3. 
Rustic cabins with fireplaces overlooking a majestic Adirondack lake. 
Warm, supportive, relaxed environment where the fun never stops. Over 50 
activities to choose from including sailing, water skiing (superb 3/4 mile 
private waterfront), all land sports, tennis (7 new couns), music, dance, drama 
(large theater), art, gymnastics, wilderness canoe and mountain trips, nature/ 
ecology (farm with animals), mountain biking, and much more! 
Teen Adventure Programs include tours to Canada, Cape Cod, and Maine. 
4- and 8-week sessions available with introductory 2-week program for 

younger, first-time campers. ACA accredited. For video and brochure: 

Michael F. Humes 
60 Lafayette Road West 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
(609) 688-0368 

• www.campregis-applejackcom 

The Meeting School 
56 Thomas Road, Rindge, NH 03461 

Organic Farm 
~ rare breeds, active student involvement 

/ Caring Quaker Community 
putting faith into practice in our daily lives 

Progressive Secondary Education 
day/boarding, small classes, hands-on learning 

email:office@meetingschool.org (603) 899-3366 www.meetingschooLorg 

Support 

QUAKER HOUSE 
Fayetteville/Ft. Bragg, N.C. 

A front-line Friends Peace witness 

Gl Counselling, Draft/CO Information 
Peace Research, Education & Action 

223 Hillside Ave., Fayetteville, NC 28301 
910-323-3912. www.quakerhouse.org 

QPR@QUAKER.ORG 

Chuck Fager, Director 
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Peter Bloocl aad Aaaie Pauenon -
January 21-24 

Arthur Magida -January 26 
Quaker Education Sina: 1837 

Mmiaion Oftia, 
S800 West PrieDdly Ave • Greensboro, NC 27410 

336-316-2100 • t-800-992-m9 • FAX 336-316-2954 
www.guilfiml.cdu 

State of the World 2005: 
Redefining Global Security 
By The World Watch Institute, Eric 
Assadourian, et al WW Norton and Company, 
2004. 245 pages. $16.95/so.ftcover. 

The World Watch Institute, founded by 
Lester Brown in 197 4, is a significant source 
of information on the interaction among 
environmental, economic, and social trends in 
the world. Its goal is to help the transition to 
an environmentally sustainable and socially 
just society. 

Each year World Watch publishes a State of 
the World volume containing current research 
on the global environment. Occasionally they 
also publish books that provide in-depth 
analysis of critical economic and social issues. 

State of the World 2005: Redefining Global 
Security is one of the World Watch Institute's 
most recent publications. Since 9/11, there 
has been considerable discussion of the factors 
involved in global security beyond the arms 
race and the threat of nuclear destruction. 
This book frames security in those broad 
terms, with chapters on population, infectious 
diseases, food security, water conflicts, oil 
dependency, and small weapons disarmament. 
The perspective is refreshingly global, so if you 
want to consider the impact of population 
bulges among unemployed youth in different 
parts of the world, or the history and fUture 
trajectory of oil needs in the United States and 
China, you can find a wealth of detail. 

Redefining Global Security is more of a ref­
erence than an easy read, though there are 
nuggets of hope and insight scarrered through­
out. For example: China has announced plans 
to adopt a Green GOP (gross domestic prod­
uct) measure that would subtract resource 
depletion and pollution from their economic 
growth indicators. Or, after the municipal 
government of Porto Alegre in Brazil gave 
local people the power to set government 
funding priorities, their health and education 
budget increased from 13 percent to almost 
40 percent in just ten years. Or, consider the 
difference between thinking of energy as a 
service to provide, rather than a commodity 
to sell. 

Reflecting an impressive depth of knowl­
edge and breadth of vision, the final chapters 
explore the potential for building peace 
through joint environmental protection proj­
ects, and the wide-reaching international pro­
tocols that already support development and 
cooperation. 

-Pamela Haines 

Pamela Haines is a member of Central Philadel­
phia {Pa.) Meeting. 
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Under~anding the New 
Testament Accounts of 
Jesus' Life 
By Steven L. Bridge. Hendrickson, 2004. 160 
pages. $14.95/softcover. 

This slender volume sets out to explain 
some of the premises behind the Gospel 
accounts of Jesus' life and death, in order to 
make the Gospel accounts intelligible. It is not 
concerned with authorship of the Gospels, or 
which parts are more or less "authentic." The 
author, Steven Bridge, takes the narratives 
whole and helps the reader see what the sto­
ries might have meant in ancient context. 

Getting the Gospels is an easy read, written 
for a popular audience with a minimum of 
scholarly jargon, foomotes, and tedious argu­
mentation. The book proceeds chronological­
ly through three sections spanning Jesus' life: 
The Early Years, Jesus' Public Ministry, and 
Jesus' Passion, Death, and Resurrection. In 
each section, Bridge focuses on several specif­
ic incidents or topics in rurn, explaining premis­
es, comparing different accounts, and general­
ly rounding out the context for the reader. 

One strength of the book is its concise but 
specific comparison of the different treat­
ments of]esus' life in the four Gospels. Rather 
than using differences as evidence of which 
was written frrst, or which version is more 
likely "true," Bridge takes each Gospel as a 
narrative in its own right, with its own point 
of view and presentation style. His analogy of 
four different real estate agents showing the 
same property is interesting; one can easily 
imagine Steven Bridge the teacher using it to 
spark the interest of the students in a Bible 
101 class. 

Getting the Gospels could bring welcome 
methodological balance to our Friendly efforts 
to engage Jesus by way of the Bible (not our 
first choice for getting to know him, by the 
way; that would be encountering the Inward 
Christ, firsthand). Scholarly methodologies in 
the academic discipline of Biblical Studies 
could be very roughly grouped into pick-it­
apart methods and keep-it-together methods. 
Going through the Gospels deciding which 
passages are most authentic is a pick-it-apart 
method. Getting the Gospels takes a keep-it­
together approach, preserving the narratives' 
integrity and the differences among the 
canonical Gospels, while inviting the reader to 
notice the rough places and sit with them. 

I have only one reservation in recom­
mending this book to Friends. While the 
author often presents a few varying interpre­
tations, he sometimes seems to rush past the 
possibilities to give his answers to the ques-
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WESITOWN SCHOOL 
Everything that matters most. 

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, january 14th, 10:00 a.m. 
Monday, February 20th, 9:00 a.m. 

spirited Quaker education since 1799 

Westtown School pre-K-8 day I 9- 10 day & boarding I 11-12 boarding 
Westtown, Pennsylvania 19395 610-399-7900 www.westtown.edu 

Position Announcement 
Executive Director of Sierra Friends Center 
Nevada City, California 

Sierra Friends Center is an educational community 
under the care of the Religious Society of Friends, 
located on a 230 acre rural campus in Northern 
California's Sierra Nevada foothills. This beautiful 
site offers diversified programs, including the 
Woolman Semester for high school juniors and 
seniors, summer youth camps and adult residential 

courses. The campus is within a 1 hour drive from Sacramento, and 2.5 
hours from the San Francisco Bay Area. 

We are seeking an Executive Director to begin July 1st, 2006. 

Candidates should exemplify the principles and values of Quaker 
process and spiritual leadership, and possess skills in the following 
areas: administration, finance, fundraising, communication and staff 
development. 

Deadline for completed applications: February 1, 2006. 

For application packet, please send resume and cover letter to: 
13075 Woolman Lane, Nevada City, CA 95959 

or email: edsearch@sfc.org or call: (805) 466-9046 
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The ART Of 

RemembeRmq 

KARIN SPRAGUE 

Stone Carvers 

401.934·3105 

A Mini!;by ofFrayu- and Learning devokrl to 

the School of the 
Spi .t 

sosmini stry@mindspring.com 
(919) 929·2339 o quakerinfo.canlsos.shtml 
AMii~~beCl'eofhe~<n!Ore~of 
Ril~ Yealy~Rd~Socidyoffiim 

(609) 714-0100 
callighrf@medleas.com 

• MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES • 

• INSCRIPTIONS • SCROLLS • 

22 New Freedom Rd., Medford, NJ 08055 

ular writing ·to omit scholarly footnotes- aJid 
disclaimers; still, I'd have welcomed a few 
more qualifiers like "perhaps" and "many 
scholars think." I don't so much disagree with 
his answers; but I'd like to see more left open 
for the multiplicity of possibilities. A more 
extensive set of notes and references would 
also have helped the reader to pursue points of 
interest independendy. 

Getting the Gospels is probably most useful 
to Friends with some familiarity with the 
Christian Scriptures, particularly in meeting 
Bible study groups or adult religious educa­
tion discussions. As always with books about 
the Bible, though, be sure to spend at least as 
much rime with the Gospels themselves as 
with this book about the Gospels. 

-Susan jeffers 

Susan jeffers, who holds an MA in Biblical 
Studies .from Earlham School of Religion, is a 
member of Ann Arbor (Mich.} Meeting. 

A New Way to Ride: 
Listening and Following 
By judy Ceppa. Ronjon Publishing, 2005. 185 
pages. $12/so.ftcover. 

In A New Wzy to Ride, Judy Ceppa 
recounts the 11,367-mile journey around the 
perimeter of the United States she and her 
husband Fred made on their Gold Wing 
motorcycle. Instead of following a closely 
scripted itinerary, each day they'd pray to fol­
low as God showed them the way, even fol­
lowing "God's detours." 

The book's emphasis is on the path of 
learning to listen and follow or, as some might 
say, learning to be led. In a FRIENDS JOURNAL 
article some time ago ("Why We Dress This 
Way," Dec. 2000), Judy and her husband Fred 
told their story about being called to adopt 
plain dress. In that article, Judy mentions that 
they enjoy traveling by motorcycle, with the 
result that their plain dress can be "distinctive 
in the places where we find ourselves." Then, 
as people approached them, often with ques­
tions or stories about spiritual journeys, they 
witnessed by simple listening or storytelling. 

A second emphasis of the book reminds 
anyone reading it of the natural wonders on 
the border of the United States, while a third 
revels in Judy's new-found sense of wonder 
and ease (though the dark spots are noted, 
too) of being with God in God's creation 
through writing poetry. 

I wonder how motorcycle enthusiasts 
might respond to the book; and I wonder, too, 
if many of our younger Friends might enjoy a 
trip between its covers. It would be a way of 

one grounded in nature and in physical journey. 
As for me, I would someday like to see a 

book in which Judy presents her spiritual jour­
ney and witness in greater depth. Although 
there is occasionally a trace of the past or of 
the broader world in the book, there is little 
sense of the evil or indifference people might 
find on their journeys. The poetry is always 
exuberant; some of it is excellent; other poetic 
interludes could use a greater attention to craft. 

-Sharon Hoover 

Sharon Hoover is a member of Alfred (NY.) 
Meeting. 

In Brief 

Creeds and Quakers: What's Belief 
Got to Do with It? 
By Robert Griswold. Pendie Hili Pamphlet 
#377, 2004. 35 pages. $4/so.ftcover. In this 
pamphlet, Roben Griswold recalls us to the 
immediacy of what early Friends meant by 
Truth-not an idea, but a "realiry ... to be 
aware of, not something to be believed." He 
challenges present-day Friends to see what 
actually happened when George Fox was 
struck by this wordless, stunning Truth, and 
how he chose faith (a direct experience of spir­
itual reality) over belief (creed). 

It is refreshing to be reminded of the pow­
erful reality within and beyond religious doc­
trine; to be exhorted to listen, open, and, in 
the words of Isaac Penington "give over thine 
own willing, give over thine own running, 
give over thine own desiring to know or be 
anything, and sink down to the seed which 
God sows in thy heart." Roben Griswold 
writes with an inspired clarity, reflecting upon 
the original meaning of some expressions of 
Quaker faith-"that of God," the testimonies, 
etc.-that have been watered down to super­
ficiality and distorted over the generations 
until they are sometimes brandished today as 
forms of Quaker creed. 

The very idea of a Quaker creed is a con­
tradiction of the experiential Truth that 
Friends are called upon to know for ourselves 
and in ourselves. As Robert Griswold writes, 
"It is my hope that this essay will encourage 
the reader to find another way to live other 
than grasping at beliefs. Giving up beliefs 
requires the discipline of feeding the Inward 
Light. It requires us to go into the silence again 
and again until we learn to let go of thinking 
about how we can make the world fir our 
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Before we buy their shares, 
we want them to share 
our values. 

Pax World Balanced Fund 
Average Annual Total Returns (9/30/05) 

1 -year .5.:vnt: 1Q.:vN[ 2.0.:::Le.ar 
14.16% 2.62% 10.39'1;0 10.74% 

Performance data quoted represents past performance, which does not guarantee 
future results. Investment return and principal value of an investment will fluctuate 
so than an investor's shares, when redeemed, may be worth more or less than their 
original cost. Current performance may be lower or higher than the data quoted. 
For most recent month·end performance information visit www.paxworld.com. 

We refused to invest in a retail giant because they sold rugs 
made by children. 

We divested our position in a Silicon Valley company because 
of the increased volume of their Defense Department business. 

We intentionally invest in community development banks 
that work in low-income minority areas. 

What would you expect of us? We were founded during the 
Vietnam war by ministers who felt it was wrong to own a 
company that made napalm. From that day to this, our 
principal has followed our principles. 

We now have four socially responsible mutual funds. All have 
a low ($250) minimum initial investment. 

You should comider a fund's investment objectives, risks, charges, 
and expemes carefully before investing. For a free prospectus that 
contaim this and other important information please call or visit 
our web site. Read the prospectus carefully before investing. 

PAX W ~ R L D 
MUTUAL F U N D S 

Principles + Performance. 
1-800-767-1729 www.paxworld.com 

Inc., Member NASD/SIPC. November 2005 

FRIEND§ FKDUCKARY 
CO RPORATION 

Friends Fiduciary Corporation (FFC) embraces a widely held concern of Friends that investment should be made in 

businesses which serve a beneficial purpose in a well-ordered society and exclude those which raise concerns about 

their products, management and business practices. Through our CON SO Ll DATED INVESTMENT FUND and 

PLANNED GIVING SERVICES, FFC can· help your organization provide responsible financial stewardship. 

l-1111!!/, l·!fl/!11111\ (o!fi''ilil!t,!!l• t!!/oi/'Ji-jl!tJ/i/,o!jJ()!t///()1/ "!,!!/, "'" /1//IJ,.- l-!!tllrf, IJ/~t!ll!;t!//()1/, 
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Resident Life 
Its not like home, it is home ... 

... at the most affordable rates 
A Quaker Sponsored Retirement Community 

6300 Greene Street • Philadelphia, PA 19144-2596 

215-844-07 00 
www.stapeley.org e . ' 

G) 
....... ..._ 
O,OI'ITUMITY 

Are some Qptaker perspectives 
on the wrong track? 

Do you want to know what sincere Quakers think, who 
truly advocate peace, justice, and helping the poorest of the 
poor, but who think many Quaker perspectives are on the 
wrong track? 

Try reading The QJ.iaker Economist, a free weekly online news 
commentary on peace, justice, and world affairs, somewhat 
different from the usual Quaker line. 

Over eighty letters have now been published and appear on 
the e-mails of over 600 subscribers, mostly Quakers. To see 
them all online, visit http:/ /tqe.quaker.org. To subscribe (free), 
send an e-mail to tqe-subscribe@quaker.org. 

desires. We need instead to be open to being 
filled by what is, and to let our actions be true 
to what has been made known to us." 

-Kirsten Backstrom 

Writer Kristen Backstrom is a member of Mult­
nomah (Oreg.) Meeting. 

Henry J. Cadbury: Scholar, Activist, 
Disciple 
By Margaret Hope Bacon. Pendle Hill Pamphlet 
#376, 2004. 38 pages. $4/softcover. The work­
ing life of Henry J. Cadbury spanned the 
greater part of the 20th century, and in the 
course of it he was closely connected with 
many (if not all) of the significant expressions 
of Quaker witness begun or carried out dur­
ing his years as a "scholar, activist, disciple." 

As a biblical scholar, he emphasized the 
importance of understanding scriptural writ­
ings in the context of their own times, and as 
a modern activist he worked at the growing 
edge of the present moment, always encour­
aging Friends to evolve into the possibilities of 
"new Light": 

Our critics cannot understand a reli­
gion whose genius is precisely the con­
tinuity of change .. .. There is a living 
Christianity which, not only in the 
middle of the First Century, but also in 
the middle of the Twentieth, "turns the 
world upside down." 

As Margaret Hope Bacon brings us the 
evolution of Henry Cadbury, she also brings 
us much of the evolution of modern Quak­
erism as peace work, refugee aid, relief work, 
and various Quaker institutions and organiza­
tions emerge to nurture our growth. This 
pamphlet conveys, by means of biography 
and history, how the deepest of spiritual com­
mitments can not only be expressed but 
manifested in a life of activism. As Margaret 
Bacon writes, "Henry Cadbury felt that he 
had never experienced a mystical opening, 
and was convinced that many other Quakers 
through the centuries had also not been 
mystics. Instead, they had lived a religious 
life nourished by the Religious Society of 
Friends, translating their deepest beliefs into 
social action." 

-Kristen Backstrom 
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In early October, Central America was dev­
astated by a combination of tropical storm 
rains, flooding, mudslides, and volcanic 
activity. There was generalized destruction of 
homes, roadways, bridges, electric and phone 
systems, as well as food crops and animals, 
with the heaviest damage occurring in 
Guatemala, El Salvador, and the state of Chi­
apas in Mexico, with significant damage also 
in Honduras and Nicaragua. Estimates as of 
mid-October, while rising, were 1,400 dead in 
Guatemala and some 44,000 people in shel­
ters, 65 dead in El Salvador with some 54,000 
people in shelters, and 8 people dead in Chi­
apas with another 25,000 in shelters. The total 
number of people affected by the damage is in 
the millions. While AFSC currendy has no 
institutional presence in Central America, it 
does have close, long-standing ties with part­
ners that launched urgent appeals for assis­
tance and which AFSC felt called to support. 
AFSC's response, as of October, focused on 
providing emergency assistance for the tens of 
thousands located in makeshift shelters. In 
Guatemala, AFSC works with Association for 
Education and Development (ASEDE). 
ASEDE is a longtime partner of AFSC work­
ing in community health and development in 
rural areas of Guatemala, primarily with peo­
ple who were returnee refugees during the civ­
il war. In El Salvador, AFSC cooperates in a 
similar way with three partner organizations 
that have significant experience in emergency 
work. The first is the Coordinadora Bajo 
Lempa, a campesino-run organization deeply 
involved in development, environmental, and 
peace issues. The second is the Foundation for 
Cooperation and Community Development 
in El Salvador (CORDES), an established 
rural development NGO. The third is the 
Association of Community Promoters 
(APROCSAL), which focuses on community 
health programs in rural and marginalized 
urban areas. Contact David Bronkema at 
(215) 241-7146 or <dbronkema@afsc.org> 
for more information. -AFSC 

Friends individually and as meetings 
responded almost immediately to the impact 
of Hurricane Katrina in Louisiana, Missis­
sippi, and Alabama in late August. Their con­
tributions went primarily to American 
Friends Service Committee, whose relief 
effons are focused on the populations and 
communities devastated the most by Katrina. 
The American Red Cross, Salvation Army, 
and Friends Disaster Service are other groups 
whose aid for the Gulf Coast received support 
ftom Friends. At its business meeting in Sep­
tember, Reading (Pa.) Meeting heard from its 
Peace and Social Order Committee "a con­
cern for the victims of Hurricane Katrina . ... 
Discussion elicited support for three agencies 
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of (j) Broadmead 
QS)!/tt_ inclusive healthcare, maintenance-free garden apartments, 

and interesting friends are a way of life at Broadmead. Enjoy an 
abundance of resident-driven programs & activities or the serenity 
of the natural surroundings on this 84-acre campus. It's all up to 
you. We invite you to visit us and catch the Broadmead spirit. 
Call ( 410) 5 27-1900 to schedule your personal tour. 

Broad mead is an inclusive, accredited, not-for-profit 
Continuing Care Retirement Community 
and operated in the caring Quaker tradition. 

TrY /Voice-Maryland Relay Service 
1-800-201-7165 ~ 
www.broadmead.org 1.5.J ~~IP..W 

Summer Camps 
that Specialize 

in Kids 
Five Quaker-based overnight camps 

and the Barn Day camp for girls 
and/ or boys ages 3-17 

Farm & Wilderness. 
Unplugged and Unforgettable. 

A summer of rugged excitement. Fun. 
Cooperation. Skill-building. Individu­

alized attention. 
Self-awareness and self-expression. 

Nurturing and supportive. 
Adventure and Community. 
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The critical balance between 
academic rigor and joy in learning 

ABINGTON FRIENDS ScHooL 
A coeducational %aker school 

from preschool through grade 12 

575 Washington Lane, Jenkintown, PA 19046 
215-886-4350 

www.abingtonfriends.net 

The Bible Association of Friends 
in America 

since 1829 has offered Bibles, NewT esraments, 
and Porcions free or at cost to Friends 
institutions, individuals, and others worldwide. 

Write to: P.O. Box 3, Riverton, NJ 08077 

Photographing 
people, places 

objects, and events 
(also dancers and fish) 

Arthur Fink Photography 
af@arthurfinkphoto.com 

8ewrffi}­
rAertif~ 
~ J\{a~1(~~c_fW1Jn 

Car~r~~ 
www.mtcaJIIgraphy.com 

18 L.on8dllle Ave, Nor\iWnptol•, MA 01082 
(413) 529 8212 E-ftlllll: ~.corn 
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who are providing relief. AFSC Crisis Fund; 
Mennonite Disaster Relief Fund; Live Oaks 
Meeting in Houston, Tex." Reading Meeting 
contributed $500 to AFSC Special Crisis 
Fund and urged "individuals to support Kat­
rina relief as they feel led." Haddonfield (N.J.) 
Meeting, during its business session in Sep­
tember, asked its Peace and Social Concerns 
Commitree "to bring a plan for corporate 
giving for hurricane disaster relief to the 
October meeting for business." The quick 
response of Friends Disaster Service (FDS) to 
Hurricane Katrina is described in a report 
in the September newsletter of Evanston 
(Ill.) Meeting. FDS engaged trucks and pur­
chased cans of heat and food in case lots for 
shipment to Gulfport, Miss., on September 
1. The next week, FDS shipped a truckload 
of water and other relief supplies to the Mis­
sissippi Gulf Coast. According to the report 
in the Evanston Meeting newsletter, FDS 
will continue to make "immediate contribu­
tion to the feeding of the homeless, as funds 
and resources are available." -Reading, 
Haddonfield, Newtown (Pa.), and Evanston 
meeting newsletters 

Bloomington (Ind.) Meeting, during its 
business meeting on September 11, 2005, 
endorsed a resolution calling for a moratori­
um on executions in Indiana. The moratori­
um would remain in effect until policies and 
procedures are implemented to ensure basic 
due process in death penalty cases, to elimi­
nate the risk of executing innocent persons, 
and to prevent the execution of mentally dis­
abled persons and foreign nationals whose 
consular rights have been violated. With the 
endorsement of a moratorium on the death 
penalty, Bloomington Meeting approved the 
fo llowing minute: "Friends believe that there 
is that of God in all human beings, that 
human life is sacred, and that it is wrong for 
the state to end human life. Bloomington 
Friends reaffirm their categorical opposition 
to the death penalty." This affirmation by 
Bloomington Meeting occurred during the 
month when the sentence of one prisoner on 
death row, scheduled to be executed on 
August 31, was commuted to life in prison 
without parole. The execution of another pris­
oner, however, was carried out as scheduled on 
September 28. -E-mails from Bloomington 
(Ind.) Meeting 

Ten Friends from three monthly meetings in 
Baltimore Yearly Meeting traveled as an 
intervisitation team to North Carolina last 
October 7-9 for a weekend visit with Friends 
in Wmston-Salem Meeting. The weekend 
visit was the first direct contact with Friends 
in a monthly meeting by an intervisitation 

team from BYM. The purpose of BYM's 
intervisitation program is to open dialogue 
with Friends in other yearly meetings affiliat­
ed with Friends United Meeting regarding the 
concern that FUM's personnel policy about 
sexual diversity and conduct is discriminatory. 
Winston-Salem Meeting is affiliated with 
North Carolina Yearly Meeting, which is affil­
iated with FUM. During the visitation week­
end, conversations between the visitors and 
Winston-Salem Friends occurred over meals 
and in numerous conversations between indi­
viduals and among small groups. "There was 
discussion of the concern about the FUM per­
sonnel policy regarding the gender and sexual 
conduct issue; but there was also a wider range 
of discussion about relationships and the need 
to understand one another. This was a great 
experience for us and we hope also for the 
BYM visitors," said Judith Dancy, pastor of 
Winston-Salem Meeting. "This first visit with 
a monthly meeting was a wonderful experi­
ence," said Marcy Seitel, clerk of the Ad Hoc 
Imervisiration Committee of Interim BYM, 
who helped plan the trip. "This was a first 
step. We are learning how important it is that 
we listen to one another." She added that the 
ad hoc committee was to meet in November 
to outline the lntervisitation Program through 
2006. Ken Stockbridge, Patapsco Meeting in 
BYM, said, "The folks at Winston-Salem 
Meeting were very hospitable." According to 
Stockbridge, who is also a member of the 
BYM lntervisiration Committee, there was no 
specific agenda for the weekend visit. "There 
was worship sharing, and there was a sense of 
community among Friends. We discussed our 
concerns and strengthened our relationships," 
he said. Meanwhile, monthly meetings con­
tinue to express concerns about the FUM per­
sonnel policy. In a minute approved during 
business meeting in June 2005, Wellesley 
(Mass.) Meeting affirmed a "desire to remain 
in loving community with Friends United 
Meeting. . . . However, we are clear in our 
belief that the personnel policy regarding mar­
riage is a hindrance to the ministry of FUM 
as it excludes many from full participation. 
Moreover, it diminishes the light of the entire 
Quaker community and is a cause of deep 
pain. . . . We are clear that this policy is not 
in concurrence with Uesus'] ministry nor with 
the Quaker love of that of God in everyone." 
Wellesley Meeting further approved sending 
this minute to New England Yearly Meeting, 
which is affiliated with FUM. -Robert Marks 

Friends School Rarnallah (FSR), Palestine, 
has an enriching relationship with many 
Friends schools in the United States, Eng­
land, and Australia. FSR students are recipi­
ents of full annual scholarships at George 
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WAR IS NOT lHE ANSWER. 
PEACERI PREVENTION IS. 
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Free "Peaceful Prevention" 
bookJet or "War Is Not the 
Answer" bumper sticker 

See www.fcnl.org 
or call 1-800-630-1330 

Friends Committee 
on National Legislation 

"the small school that 
makes big people" 

Greene Street Friends School 
5511 Greene Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

• 
Pre-K through Grade 8 

Founded in 1855 

Please call TODAY for a 
tour. 215-438-7545 

School, Newtown, Pa., and Westtown School, 
Westtown, Pa. FSR is developing a new 
exchange program with Sidwell Friends 
School, Washington, D.C., and a new joint 
film project with Brooklyn Friends School, 
N.Y. "These opportunities couldn't be timeli­
er, and make me more optimistic about the 
rise of the global community, especially in the 
midst of occupation, violence, and political 
uncertainty," said Joyce Ajlouny, director of 
FSR. "Our students are comforted with new 
friends that listen and are refreshed by the 
rich, diverse cultural exchanges they experi­
ence." -Chronicles of Quaker Education 

Kenneth Jacobsen has been appointed as 
interim executive di.rector of Pendle Hill, a 
Quaker center for study and contemplation 
in Wallingford, Pa., starting this month. 
Known to many Friends through his service as 
head of Olney Friends School, Ken Jacobsen 
has worked closely with this wife, Katharine 
Jacobsen, in financial management, retreat 
leadership, and teaching in several Quaker 
organizations. Mary Ellen Chijioke, clerk of 
the Trustees, announced the appointment on 
October 22, 2005, to Pendle Hill's General 
Board. Ken Jacobsen succeeds Steve Baum­
gartner, who completed five years of service on 
August 31, 2005. 

Friends Environmental Education Network 
(FEEN) has launched a "Friends Schools 
Environmental Audit," which more than 20 
schools have completed. Participating schools 
rated their progress in water use, energy costs, 
grounds-keeping, and environrnenral aware­
ness. "We hope that these initial results will 
serve as a baseline for institutions to take 
action steps for future improvement," said 
Doug Ross, Friends' Central School teacher 
and FEEN 2005 facilitator. For more infor­
mation contact Doug Ross at <dross 
@friendscentral.org> or (610) 649-7440. 

Friends Meeting ofWashington (D.C.) cele­
brated the 75th anniversary of its incorpora­
tion of Irving Street (Orthodox) Meeting 
and I Street {Hicksite) Meeting in June 2005. 
Among those at the celebration were several 
longtime members of the meeting. One, Jane 
Winder Ward, remembered President Her­
bert Hoover attending worship at the new 
meeting. He was always preceded by several 
Secret Service agents, who checked all the 
closets and basement rooms. Meanwhile, in 
the meeting room, one group of attendees left 
room for the president and his wife. When 
they sat down, another group of attendees 
quickly filled the other seats beside the presi­
dent and Mrs. Hoover. The Secret Service 
agents, frustrated in their concern for the pres-

ident, had to fmd seats elsewhere in the meet­
ing room. Also remembered was the meeting's 
statement of unity expressed at the time of the 
incorporation and construction of the meet­
inghouse during 1930-31. Friends Meeting 
of Washington will continue to celebrate its 
incorporation and commemoration of the 
first worship service in its meetinghouse with 
the 75th Anniversary Meeting for Worship 
scheduled for January 15, 2006. -Newsletter 
of Friends Meeting ofWashington (D. C) 

A group of elderly women visited Tunes 
Square's armed forces recruiting station on 
October 17 to protest the U.S. war in Iraq. 
They were there to enlist. Berter, they said, to 
put the aged in harm's way than young people 
just starting out. They've led long lives, long 
enough to have grandchildren, even great­
grandchildren. ''I'm a double grandmother," 
said Betty Brassell, who is 75 and lives on the 
Lower East Side. "I have a great-grandson. I'm 
sorry I forgot to bring his picture." The Army 
was not interested in signing them up. The 
same went for the Navy, Air Force, and 
Marines. The men who staff the Tunes Square 
booth had locked their doors, having been 
warned that the women would come. "One of 
them asked me, 'What happens if they accept 
us?"' said Norma Siegel, the civil liberties 
lawyer who was the group's go-between with 
the police. "I told her: 'Then you're off to Iraq. 
I'll have to get a habeas writ tO get you out."' 
That proved unnecessary. These women 
understOod that if you want the cameras and 
microphones to pay you and your cause some 
attention, a bit of street theater helps. It does­
n't hurt, either, to march under barmers like 
Raging Grannies, Grandmothers Against the 
War, and Elders for Peace and Justice for the 
Next Seven Generations. It had been arranged 
with the police that 15 or so would try to 
enlist and then, once that failed, hold a sit-in 
outside the booth. First in line was Joan Wile, 
74. She carried a bucket of cookies. Behind 
her was Marie Runyon, a former state assem­
blywoman. At 90, she can barely see, but that 
did not stop her from banging on the booth's 
door. "Are you hard of hearing?" she hollered 
at the young men inside. "Let's get cracking 
here. We want to enlist. What's the matter 
with you?" After the door-banging went 
nowhere the women began their sit-in. A 
police lieutenant, Kevin Lee, approached with 
a bullhorn: "''m ordering you to leave this 
pedestrian area," he read from a sheet of paper. 
"We insist we enlist," the women chanted. 
Minutes later 18 women were arrested; and 
the recruiting station unlocked its doors. -
New l0rk Times, October 18, 2005 
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Quaker Roots Run Deep. 

S
ince the mid-1 700s Quakers have been 
moving to North Carolina. Before you make 
a retirement decision, plan to visit 

Greensboro, North Carolina and find out why 
so many Quakers have settled here. You wi ll 
find Friends Homes, Inc. owns and manages 
two outstanding continuing care retirement 
communities. You w ill enjoy the beauty of four 

changing seasons with temperate winters, and 
a stimulating quality of life in an active Quaker 
community. The area is home to several 
Quaker meetings as well as one of the 
nation's most well respected Quaker institutions, 
Guilford College. Call (336) 292-9952 
for more information or to arrange a visit to 
Friends Homes. 

FRIENDS HOMES, INC. 

FRIENDS ]OURNAL ]anuary 2006 

Providing Retirement options since 1968 
www .friendshomes.org EQUAL HOUSiNG 

O PPORTUNI TY 
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Personalized Care in the 
Quaker Tradition 

Since 1896 

A Quiet, 
Home-Like Setting in a 
Beautifully Landscaped 
Atmosphere 

• Private Rooms, Suites and 
Apartments 

• Assistance with Activities of Daily 
Living 

• Emergency Response System 

• Three Nutritious, Home-Cooked 
Meals Served Daily in Elegant 
Surroundings 

• Linen and Housekeeping Services 

FRIENDS JOURNAL offers the classic book 

• Recreational Activities 

• 24 Hour Security 

• Some Financial 
Assistance Available 

For information please 
call 856-235-4884 

28 Main Street, 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 

BENJAMIN 
The Meetznghou5e Mouse:; 
by Benjamin, as told to Clifford Pfeil, 
with illustrations by John D. Gummere 

If you remember the Benjamin stories 
in past issues, you will be happy to share 
them-now in book form-with your 
children, grandchildren, and Friends! 

I 

Look for Benjamin in Friends bookscores or order eli reedy from FRIENDS joURNAL: 

Please send me __ copies of Benjamin @ $6.00 each, plus $2.00 shipping and handling 
($3.50 for shipping and handling outside U.S., Canada, and Mexico). My check is enclosed. 

Nrume ____________________________________________________ __ 

Adruess _______________________ __ 

Ciry _______________ State __ ZIP _____ _ 

Country, if other than U.S. --------------------------------------­

Please mail to FRIENDS j oURNAL, 1216 Arch Street, 2A, Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835· 
If any questions please call (215) 563-8629. 
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• BULLETIN BOARD 

Upcoming Events 
•January 4-12-Aotearoa/New Zealand 
Summer Gathering 

•January 15-The deadline for applications 
for the Quaker Youth Pilgrimage to the mid­
western United States, which will take place 
July 14-August 10 this year. The Quaker 
Youth Pilgrimage enables young Friends ages 
16-18 to learn about Quaker history and 
process, develop a stronger relationship with 
God, and experience the diversity of Friends' 
traditions and worship while traveling, living, 
and working together for a month during the 
summer. It is jointly sponsored by FWCC's 
Section of the Americas and Europe and Mid­
dle East Section and takes place once every 
two years. Download an application at <WWW 
.fwccamericas.orglwharwedo/youth.hrml>, e­
mail <QYP@fwccamericas.org>, or call (215) 
241-7250. 

•February 17-20--Friends for Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Concerns 
Midwinter Gathering at Crump Copneconic 
in Fenton, Michigan. Contact Joann Neu­
roth, (517) 372-5103. 

Resources 

•Updates from the AFSC Katrina Assess­
ment Terum may be found at <WWW.afsc.orgl 
hurricane/terum-updates.htm>. 

•AFSC's Nobel Peace Prize Nominating 
Commirtee invites your participation _in the 
quest for nominees for the 2007 Nobel Peace 
Prize. As a former laureate, AFSC is privileged 
to submit an annual nomination to the Oslo 
Commirtee. Among the qualities looked for 
in candidates are commitment to nonviolent 
methods; quality of character; sustained con­
tributions to peace, justice, human dignity, 
and the integrity of the environment; and 
global impact. A candidate's relation to crisis 
areas in the world is also considered, as a 
Nobel Prize may, by its timeliness and visibil­
ity, offer valuable support to a solution to the 
crisis. Especially welcome are nominees who 
are not Friends and progrrums that were not 
initiated by Friends, in order for the nomina­
tion not to be only Quaker-serving. Nomina­
tions should be received by March 15. Please 
send supporting documentation, including 
biographical information, a description of the 
inclividual or organizational contribution to 
peace, and references to recommended pub­
Lished material by or about the candidate, to 
Nobel Peace Prize Nominating Comminee, 
American Friends Service Cornmirtee, 150 1 
Cherry St., Philadelphia, PA 19102 or e-mail 
<Amenzel@afsc.org>. 
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FRIENDS 
Consider the advantages of a g[fi annuity with JOURNAL 

on a $10,000 cash gift, the chart below shows examples of how a gift annuity could also 
nrn,JJnP you or your loved ones with tax savings and a lifetime income, 

more information, check the items you would like to see and mail this card, or call Anne 
fta.n<ulce, Advancement Coordinator, toll free at (800) 471-6863. 

0 a gift annuity illustration for the 
birthdates below 

Annual Annuity Charitable 
Rate Income Deduction 

65 6.0% $600 $2,869 

70 6.5% $650 $3,401 

75 7.1% $710 $4,006 

80 8.0% $800 $4,585 

85 9.5% $950 $5,017 

Zip: 90 11.3% $1,130 $5,557 
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The Politics of Water 
Continued from page 9 

could not raise enough money to buy a 
coffin, so they rented one. Francisco was 
carried to the graveyard in the coffin, then 
removed and buried inside rwo flags: the 
green flag of Brazil and the red flag of 
the MST. 

On the wall of Francisco's shack, I 
found a dirtied and disintegrated news 
clipping. It was an Associated Press story 
that had somehow made its way into the 
local newspaper. Tucked beneath an 
advertisement for a livestock auction, the 
article was an illustration of events tran­
spiring thousands of miles away. 

It showed a picrure of Chinese srudents 
protesting in front of tanks in Tiananmen 
Square. "For Freedom," the caption read. 

Scrawled in pencil underneath was the 
following statement: "They did this 
knowing they would fail; nevertheless 
they fought. Will they be remembered by 
this crazy world where so much happens 
each day? Were their actions futile? I 
myself decide they are not futile because 
the Chinese children inspired a Brazilian 
man to act for his children. I carry their 
spirits, for they walk on water." 

At that moment, I realized that it is 
these actions, these seemingly futile 
action~hildren carrying pails of water 
or standing up, fists raised, to tanks­
that demand our attention. Actions that 
seem pointless to people like the woman 
from Sao Paulo, Brazil's largest city, who 
told me how revolted she was that the 
farmers would dare hold a protest in her 
shopping mall, Morumbi Shopping, 
which her daughter had to witness, 
"where those farmers cannot even afford a 
Coca-Cola, which, anyway, has nothing 
at all to do with land reform." 

Actions that seem pointless to the 
Brazilian banker who asked me, "Why 
don't they just do what the rest of us do 
and get a real job?" 

Actions that seem redundant and sim­
plistic to all the human rights lawyers 
who counseled me to work for a corpo­
rate law firm in order to "understand how 
to produce." 

I struggle every day to figure out how 
to honor Francisco, to make sure that he 
is not just another footnote--because 
there are many good people in northeast 
Brazil, and he was one of them. 0 
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Friends General Conference nunurcs a 
vibrant future for Qualrcrism by providing 
practical and spiritual resources for indi­
viduals, meetinp. and the Religious Soci­
ety of Friends as a whole. 
You an help by establishing an FGC 
chariuble giluruwity. Charicable gift 
annuities provicle you income for life and 
generous ax benefiu now. The balance in 
the llllluity at your death is gifted to FGC 
to support our many programs and servic­
es to meetiDp and Friend&. 

~ AlrmutJ IRS~ 
... .,., Rtl# r- DJ.e~io, 

65 6.0% $600 $2.869 
70 6.5% $650 $3,401 
75 7.1,. $710 $4,006 
80 8.~ $800 $4,585 
85 9.5% $950 $5,017 
90 11.3% $1,130 $5.S57 
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• Founded 1876 

Friends Academy 
Located on scenic Long Island, 

less than 30 miles from New York City. 

Celebrating our 125th Anniversary 

Founded in 1876 by Gideon Frost for "the children of Friends and those 
similarly sentimented, " Friends Academy is a Quaker, coeducational, inde­
pendent, college preparatory day school serving 750 students from age three 
through the twelfth grade . The school awards significant financial assistance. 

Friends Academy • Duck Pond Road • Locust Valley, NY 11560 

Phone: 516-676-0393 • Fax: 516-671-2025 • work@fa.org 
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Make your 
principles a reality. 

Speak truth 
to power. 

Intern at FCNL in Washington, DC. 
People needed to assist lobbyists with research, technological support, 

citizen education, and policy reform campaigns. Modest salary, 
life changing experiences, start in September. 

Friends Committee on National Legislation 
245 Second St, NE, Washington, DC 20002 

Website: www.fcnl.org/young/intern.htm 

nFC 
UNL 

#_.~DSlfo 
Jl Century of Quaker Care ~~~ 

~v.f 
,. ~Oons~o Featuring: Skilled Nursing Care 

• Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy • 
• Activities and Special Events • Patient, supportive staff • 

Medicaid/Medicare Certified 

Friends Home will soon become a 
Continuing Care Retirement Community 

Coming soon: Assisted Living with Alzheimers Floor 
1)!'0Sifo 

Introducing: the tD} Apartments and cottages for 
Vill ~e independent retirement living 

St-Jibt, c ••• i!~ lldlv 

For more information on our current or future services call: 
Friends Home at Woodstown: 856-769-1500 • The Village: 856-769-5035 

PO Box 457 1 Friends Drive Woodstown NJ 08098 

• MILESTONES 

Marriages/Unions 
deRiei-Peters-Michae/ Shane Peters and Emily 
Ann deRiel, on December 18, 2005, on Whidbey 
Island, Wash., under the care of Haverford (Pa.) 
Meeting, where Emily is a member. 

Deaths 
Andrews-Lydia Evans Andrews, 90, on May 13, 
2005, in Medford, N.J. Lydia was born on Aug 11, 
1914, on Stokelan Farm in Medford. Even as a 
young girl she loved languages, and would sing out 
poetry while standing on the tailing of the fum­
house porch where she grew up. She was educated 
at Westtown School and Earlham College, where 
she developed a lifelong interest in the German lan­
guage and in American poetry. She met Albert 
Andrews, a young man &om Moorestown, N.J., 
on a blind date arranged by her cousin and a friend 
of Albert's. T he couple became engaged on a trip to 
the White Mountains, and were married in 1940. 
Lydia taught briefly at Moses Brown School and, 
from 1956 to 1974, in the Medford public schools, 
while assisting Albert with Friendship, their blue­
berry and cranberry furm. A lifelong member of 
Medford Meeting, Lydia was known for her gentle 
spirit and love of language. She is survived by her 
husband of 64 years, Albert Andrews; two sons, 
Thomas and David Andrews; a daughter, Alice 
Andrews; eight grandchildren; and four great­
grandchildren. 

Alexander- Bernard ''Red" Alexander, 96, on April 
I, 2005. Red was born on December 2 , 1908, in 
Denver, Colo. As a teen, he went to live in Philadel­
phia with the Atkinson furnily, who were to have a 
major influence throughout his life. In this way he 
was introduced to Quakerism. Red was the first 
student permitted to be married at Alfred Univer­
sity in upstate New York. The president found it 
amusing to send his grades to his wife, Anna (Nan). 
A&er graduation, Red went to work with Crane 
Company, and he and Nan moved to Pittsburgh, 
where their fust daughter was born. The company 
then transferred them to Evansto n, Ill., where their 
second daughter was born. Eventually the furnily 
moved to Arcadia, Cali£, where Red became a part­
ner in Bigelow and Associate, a company selling 
industrial valves and other plumbing items. The 
furnily joined First Friends Church where Red and 
Nan sponsored the young people's group and the 
entire furnily became involved with American 
Friends Service Commirtee. They later became 
members of Orange Grove Meeting. Red was an 
active member of AFSC, serving on its Executive 
Committee as clerk of Property and Finance. After 
Nan's death, he married Dorothy Hunter, in 1980. 
After retiring, Red volunteered in the emergency 
room at Arcadia Methodist Hospital, eventually 
donating over 7,000 hours of service. Red was pre­
deceased by his first wife, Anna Leonard Alexander. 
He is survived by his second wife, Dorothy Hunter; 
five children, Susan Alexander, Jane Krause, Deb­
bie Ritschel, Kate Lyall, and Tad Hunter; six grand­
children; and one great-grandchild. 

Belton-Noah Abraham Belton, 20, on August 26, 
2005, in McLean, Va. At his passing, he had sur­
vived Alexander disease, a rare, progressive, degen­
erative neurological disorder, longer than any one 

january 2006 FRIENDS JOURNAL 



else known ro have rhe illness. Noah was born on 
Ocrober 6, 1984, in Washingron, D.C., and began 
to show signs of illness at 4 years, alrhough rhe cor­
rect diagnosis came only afrer a six-year search. 
Despite this gradual, inexorable advancing illness, 
Noah's srrengrh, wisdom, and courage enabled him 
to live an extraordinary life filled wirh love and hap­
piness. He faced rhe ongoing challenges and dimin­
ishment of his physical abilities wirh a cheer and 
courage rhat inspired his family and community. 
After arrending for many years, he and his family 
became members of Langley Hill (Va.) Meeting in 
2003. At rhe meetinghouse, obstacles and stairs 
prevented Noah, in his wheelchair, full access. A 
complete renovation is now underway, making all 
three floors accessible to people wirh disabilities. In 
rhe interim, Noah was lovingly carried up stairs to 
meet wirh young Friends, whose hearts he light­
ened with humor, spirit, and his ability to instill 
happiness wirh a simple smile. Noah lived in a state 
of grace rhat transformed rhose around him wirh 
his love. All who knew him were profoundly grate­
ful to his devoted family and rhose who arrended 
him at home-rherapists, nurses, doctors, and 
teachers, as well as rhe special angels who worked 
wirh dedication and imagination. In 2001, in 
recognition of his gift of courage, Noah was made 
an Honorary Fire Fighter at McLean Fire Station 
Number 1. When presenting rhe Fireman's award, 
Lt. Tony C. Kostecka stated, "Courage isn't just a 
uniform rhat firefighters put on, it's somerhing rhat 
we carry around in our hearts. Noah has more 
courage rhan any of us will ever know." Noah 
received several orher local awards for his "gift of 
friendship" and humanitarian outreach. He helped 
inspire rhe legislation providing permanent Feder­
al support for research of rare medical conditions 
like Alexander disease, the annual $90 million 
Orphan Drug Tax Credit rhat now funds research 
into rare diseases. Noah became a profound spiri­
tual center for his entire meeting community. His 
joyous sense of humor and transforming ability to 
make everyone laugh despite his own limitations 
nourished all who knew him. He taught his meet­
ing that spiritual presence, wirhout a word being 
said, can transform a whole community. Noah is 
survived by his parents, Hugo and Jennifer Belton; 
two sisters, Sarah and Julia Belton; and a wide cir­
cle of aunts, uncles, cousins, and grandparents who 
provided steadfast support for many years. 

Dirnicco-Charlme]. B. Dimicco, 83, on March 
26, 2005, in Fox Chase, Pa., following a brief ill­
ness. Charlene was born on October 25, 1921, in 
Philadelphia, Pa. She arrended Abingron Friends 
School, Abingron High School. Taylor Business 
College, and Bucks County Community College. 
She was a Daughter of rhe American Revolution. 
Widowed rhree times before rhe age of 50, Char­
lene worked as a graphic designer, illustrator, real 
estate salesperson, restaurant owner, and home­
maker. She also bred dogs, and was a well-respect­
ed aurhority on German shepherds and a 56-year 
member of rhe Delaware Valley German Shepherd 
Dog Club, serving as secrerary for 25 of rhose years. 
Her overriding passion, however, was for educa­
tion. In 1964 she began what would become a 30-
year service to Newtown Friends School Commit­
tee, helping to guide rhe school as it tripled in size. 
As clerk of rhe Building Comrnirree, she helped 
manage rhe construction and renovation of rhe 
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*Daily Collection, weekly 

Meeting for Worship 

res~ential wilder­
-13 We especially 

't! at the center of every child 

present upper school, gymnasium, and art room. A 
longtime member of Middletown Meeting in 
Langhorne, Pa., in 1981 Charlene became a mem­
ber of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Comminee 
on Education, which nurtures 40 Quaker schools 
in the Philadephia area. She believed strongly that 
all Quaker children should be able to experience a 
Friends education, regardless of financial capability 
or academic achievement. Charlene also con­
tributed much of her rime to social concerns, serv­
ing educational, spiritual, and community institu­
tions throughout her life. Charlene lived for nearly 
50 years in a converted schoolhouse in Bensalem, 
where she was judge of elections for her district. 
Active politically, she was a member of Common 
Cause, and wrote regularly to government leaders. 
Until moving to Pennswood Village in 2002, she 
served on irs board. She contributed much time to 
the Langhorne Ministerium and served as irs treas­
urer. Her energy and enthusiasm, passion for life, 
and her creativity blossomed at her new home, with 
new friends. Charlene is survived by two sons, 
David and Bruce DiMicco; two daughters, Holly 
DiMicco Olson and Veronica Clime; and six 
grandchildren. 

Hux:table--&njamin Thomas Huxtable, 4, on June 
19, 2005, in Lutherville, Md., tragically, when an 
errant baseball struck him in the chest. He was 
born on October 25, 2000, in Wllmingron, Del. 
All who mer young Ben knew that he was someone 
extraordinary. One of the most enduring memories 
family and friends have of Benjamin is his all-con­
suming passion fo r baseball. From the age of 18 
months, he showed a keen aptitude for the game, 
and was happiest hitting and fielding the ball, mak­
ing plays at base, and scoring runs fo r his team. Ben 
played in the Carroll Manor Recreation League and 
was his father's constant companion in the Over-
30 League. In September, hundreds of people from 
all walks oflife gathered in Phoenix, Maryland, for 
a fair that bore his name, celebrating his life and, 
raising over $18,000 for the Ben's Ball Field Fund. 
At the end of the fair, players from the Over-30 
Baseball League presented a baseball bat to Jon and 
Christine Huxtable, Ben's parents. Signed by the 
players, it read, "In Loving Memory of Benjamin 
Thomas Huxtable, #3, The Baltimore County 
Over-30 Baseball League." A student at Chesmut 
Grove Preschool in Phoenix, Md., Benjamin 
attended Gunpowder Meeting with his family. He 
was a beloved participant in First-day school and in 
the life of the meeting community. With his moth­
er and brother, he was active in the MOMS Club 
of Parkton, Md. In his short life, he brought enor­
mous joy and spirit to all who knew him. Benjamin 
is survived by his parents, Christine and Jonathan 
Huxtable; brother, Nathaniel Huxtable; grandpar­
ents, Linda and Harrison Monk and Peter and 
Alaina Huxtable; great-gtandmother, Doris LaM­
onica; uncles, David Huxtable and Gage Monk; 
aunt, Tammy Monk; and many cousins, great­
aunts, and great-uncles. 
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• CLASSIFIED 

For Information call (215) 563-8629. 
Fax (215) 568-1377. 
E-mail: adsales@frlendsjoumal.org 

Classified rates 75¢ per word. Minimum charge 
is $20. Logo is additional $16. Add 10% if boxed. 
10% discount for three consecutive insertions, 
25% lor six. Appearance of any adVertisement 
does not Imply endorsement by Fliends Joumal 

CLASSIFIED AD DEADUNES: 
March issue: January 16 
April issue: February 13 

Subm~ your ad to: 

Advertising Manager, Fliends Joumal 
1216 Arch Street, 2A 
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2635 

(215) 563-8629 

Accommodations 
Marnl's House, Martha's Vineyard, Ma. Contemplative sum­
mer I fall B&B. Informal, contemporary, crafts, natural light, 
sybaritic baths, tranquil setting. Peaceful oasis lor hectic 
lives. Bike to ferry, town, beach. For brochure I information 1 
reservations: (506) 696-6196, <marnivh@vineyard.nel>, 
<WWW.marnishouse.com>. 

Traveling West? Visit the Ben Lomond Quaker Center. 
Personal retreats and our annual schedule of Quaker Pro­
grams. Among the redwoods, near Santa Cruz, Calif. (631) 
336-6333. <http://www.quakercenter.org>. 

William Penn House & Washington Quaker Workcamps. 
Washington, D.C. Quaker Center on Capitol Hill offering 
hospitality, meeting space, and worship. Offering workcamp 
opportunities lor youth, peace studies seminars lor educa­
tors, and seminars lor all ages. Leadership training for 
Quaker young adults through our internship program. All are 
welcome. <WWW.WmPennHouse.org>, <info@WmPennHouse 
.org>. (202) 543-5560. 515 East Capitol St. SE, Washing­
ton, DC 20003. 

Indianapolis- Friendly accommodations at downtown bed 
and breakfast homestay. Excellent base for touring central 
Indiana, visiting programmed and unprogrammed meet­
ings, convention s, events. Great dining n earby. 
<WWW.serendipityhaus.com>. (BOO) 319-2523. 

Quaker Hill Conference Center-Richmond, lndiana. Over­
night accommodations at Woodard Lodge and the historic 
Evans House are available year-round for travelers to the 
Richmond area. Our facilities are also available lor retreats, 
meetings, family get-togethers, and other private gather­
ings. For details and reservations call (765) 962-57 41, e­
mail <quakerhill@parallax.wS>, or visit our website at <http:/ 
lwww.qhcc.org>. 

Seattle-Affordable, private travelers' rooms available at 
Quaker House. Contact Megan Snyder-Camp at University 
Friends Meetinghouse, 4001 9th Avenue NE, Seattle, WA 
98105. (206) 632-9839. 

looking for ·a creative living alternative In New York 
City? Penington Friends House may be the place lor you! 
We are looking lor people of all ages who want to make a 
serious commitment to a community lifestyle based on 
Quaker principles. For information call (212) 673-1 730. We 
also have overnight accommodations. 

Santa Fe- Simply charming adobe guest apartment at our 
historic meetinghouse. Fireplace, bath, kitchenette, very 
convenient to downtown and galleries, as well as our tran­
quil garden. One night-<>ne month stays, affordable. Call 
(505) 983-7241. 

Pittsburgh- Well located, affordable, third-floor (walkup) 
guest rooms with shared bath. Single or double occupancy. 
Kitchen available. Contact: House Manager, Friends Meet­
inghouse, 4836 Ellsworth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213. 
Telephone: (412) 683-2669. 

Beacon Hill Friends House: Quaker-sponsored residence 
of 19 interested in community living, spiritual growth, peace, 
and social concerns. All faiths welcome. For information, 
application: BHFH, 6 Chestnut Street, Boston, MA 02108-
3624. (617) 227-91 16. Overnight and short-term accommo­
dations al so available. <directors@bhfh.org>; 
<WWW.bhfh.org>. 

Chicago- Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends meetinghouse. Short- or long-term. Contact: Sofia 
Community, Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60637. (773) 288-3066. 
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Coming to london? Friendly B&B just a block from the 
British Museum and very close to London University. A 
central location for all tourist activities. Ideal for persons 
traveling alone. Direct subway and bus links with Heathrow 
Airport. The Penn Club, 21 Bedford Place, london WC1B 
SJJ. Telephone: +44 (207) 636-4718. Fax: +44 (207) 636-
5516. <WWW.pennclub.co.uk>. 

Georgia O'Keeffe Country: Owl Mountain Retreat in 
Abiquiu, New Mexico. North of Santa Fe. Special Friends 
rate. Off-the-grid. (888) 303-7471, (505) 753-9760. 
<office@abiquiu-retreat.com> . <www.abiquiu-retreat 
.com>. 

Ashland, Oreg.-Friendly place in Southern Oregon for 
outstanding theatre, rafting, fishing, birding, quiet time. Anne 
Hathaway's B&B and Garden Suites. <WWW.ashlandbandb 
.com>; (800) 643-4434. 

Books and Publications 

ANIMATED CHILDREN'S BOOKS 
Profits to Quaker Organizations. Wehr Animations, 

P.O. Box 7487, Boulder, CO 80306. 
<WWW.WehrAnimations.com> 

Rise Up Singing. large 9X12 edition now available $25. 
New Annie Patterson CD, many other COs, songbooks 
beloved to Friends, at Annie & Peter's website: <WWW 
.quakersong.org>. 

ffl'lDLE !:tiLL BQQKSTQBE 
More than 2000 books on Quakerism, religion, spiritual-
ity, peace, art, and social justice. 
Also children's books, wind chimes, and hand-crafted 
pottery. I """,,.,, ,.,~,. ~ ,,., ""'""'· ~ .. ,, 

e-mail <bookstore@pendlehill.org>. 
Open M-F 9 a .m.-1 2:30 p.m., 1:30 p.m.--4:30 
p.m.; ask about weekends. * , ... ,. ffi" .......... ~ .,.,, _, '" 

many facets of Quaker life, thought, and spiritual-
ity, readable at one sitting. Subscribe to receive 
six pamphlets/year for $20 (US). Also available: 
every pamphlet published previously by Pendle 

Hill. (600) 742-3150 ext. 2 or <bookstore@pendlehill.org>. 

Free Quaker Pamphlets 
Older Pendle Hill Pamphlets, Quaker Universalists, Will-
iam Penn Lectures, for study groups, workshops, educa-
tional programs, individual journeys. 

<http://pamphlets.quaker.org> 

Friends Bulletin, magazine of Western U.S. Quakers, 
subscription $16. Sample copies free. A Westem Quaker 
Reader. $20. Pamphlet "Islam from a Quaker Perspective": 
$4 (including postage). Friends Bulletin, 3223 Danaha 
Street, Torrance, CA 90505. <westernquaker.net>; 
<friendsbul@aol.com>. 

You're In good company with Friends United Press 
authors, including Douglas Steere, Howard Thurman, 
Daisy Newman, John Punshon, Tom Mullen, Doug Gwyn, 
Louise Wilson, Wil Cooper, T. Canby Jones, D. Elton 
Trueblood, and, of course, George Fox, John Woolman, 
and William Penn. Inspiration, humor, fiction, and history 
that take you to the roots of Quaker beginnings, belief, 
and beyond. Write: 101-A Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, 
IN 47374 lor a free catalog or call (800) 537-8839. <WWW 
.fum.org>. 

Quaker Books: Rare and out-of-print journals, history, 
religion, inspirational. Contact us for specific books or 
topics. Vintage Books, 181 Hayden Rowe Street, 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. (508) 435-3499. E-mail us at 
<Vintage@gis.nel>. 

For Sale 
nobleplglet.com 

line toys and gifts lor children 

Opportunities 
Teach English In China. YingwenTeach, a Friendly 
Tucson organization. seeks adventuresome souls to 
teach conversational English for long- or short-term (2, 3, 
or 4 weeks). Chinese schools provide salary, free hous· 
ing, and more. Contact Shane at <info@yingwenteach 
.com>. 

Quaker House Ann Arbor has periodic openings in a six­
person intentional community based on Friends principles. 
(734) 761-7435. <quakerhouse@umich.edu>: <WWW.ic.org 
.qhaa>. 

African Summer Workcamps 2006-The African Great 
Lakes Initiative (AGLI) of Friends Peace Teams is sponsor­
ing international workcamps in Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, 
and Uganda. The two-day pre-service training begins 
on June 23 near Washington, D.C., and ends on July 
29. Workcampers will assist with building or rebuilding 
homes, clinics, and/or schools. Visit our website at 
<WWW.aglionline.org> or contact Dawn Rubber!, <dawn 
@aglionline.org>. 

• 
·~· • 

EARLHAM 
SCHOOL of RELIGION 

This year's Spirituality Gathering, Saturday, March 4, 
2006, wi ll engage the theme Spirituality & Ecology, 
exploring the intersection of Quaker testimonies and an 
ecological worldview. Plan to join us! For more details: 
Rita at (800) 432·1377 or <cummiri@earlham.edu>. 

Events at Pendle 1::1111 
January 2D-22: Gandhi, Dorothy Day, and Malcolm X: 
The Quest for Personal and Social Transformation, 
with Sudarshan Kapur 
January 3D-February 2: Howard Thurman: In Search 
of Authentic Community, with Dorsey 0 . Blake 
February 3-5: Kazantzakls' Zorba the Greek as 
Nletzschlan Parable, with Peter Bien 
February 1D-12: 100 Things to Do Before You Hit 100, 
with Kendall Dudley 
February 13-16: Activism and Contemplation: Where 
is the Meeting Place? with Kirin Mishra 

* 
For more Information, contact: Pendle Hill, 
338 Plush Mill Road, Wallingford, PA 19086-
6099. (800) 742-3150, extension 3. <WWW 
.pendlehill.org>. 

Connecting Friends 
Crossing Cultuns 
Changing Lives 

VIncula a los Amlgos 
Sobnp•sa B•rnras Culturales 
C•mbla Vldas 

Contact Friends World Committee for Consultation Sec­
tion of the Americas for information about planned gilt 
opportunities ranging from life income gilts (such as 
charitable gift annuities) to language for including FWCC 
in your estate plans. Louise Salinas, Associate Secre­
tary, (215) 241 -7251, <louises@fwccamericas.org>. 

Young Adult Leadership Development at Pendle Hill: 
Young people from diverse backgrounds live in commu­
nity and explore Quaker practices of faith and service. In 
the interns' own words: "an amazing opportunity to live, 
work, play, study, and worship lor seven weeks in a 
beautiful, resource-rich community .... a chance to learn 
from and alongside inspirational people and reconnect 
with your spiritual center, and be supported in off-campus 
social justice work." Ages 16--24, June 16--August 6, 
2006. Modest stipend. 
Contact: Blake Lipsett, (610) 566-4507/(800)742-3150, 
ext 160; <blipsett@pendlehill.org>. 

Spirit Centered Service Scholarships at Pendle Hill : 
Are you called to service? Pendle Hill offers ten full 
scholarships to study and provide Spirit-Centered Ser­
vice on and off campus from September 2006 to June 
2007. Several service scholars will be involved in peace 
work with youth in the Social Action Social Witness pro 

* 
gram in Chester, Pa. Room, board, tuition, and 
health insurance provided. 

Contact: Bobbi Kelly, (610) 566-4507/(800) 742-
3150, ext 137; <admissions@pendlehill.org>. 

Friends Council on Education & Friends 
Association for Higher Education Con­
ference at George School June 22-25, 
2006, "Deepening our Roots, Spreading 
Our Branches." 

Exploring core Quaker values and the generative possi­
bilities lor our educational communities and the world, 
and celebrating the 75th anniversary of the Friends Council 
on Education. 
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Quaker Writers and Artists I 
Join the Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts ($25/year), and 
share your work with Friends in our exciting 
quarterly,"Types and Shadows.• Seeking short fiction 
and non-fiction, poetry, drawings, B&W photos, and NEWS 
of Quaker art/artists. Help create a new chapter in Quaker 
history! Info: FQA, c/o PYM, 1515 Cherry St., Philadel­
phia, PA 19102. E-mail submissions OK. <fqa@quaker 
. org>. <WWW.quaker.org/fqa>. 

To consider mountain view retirement property, near 
a Friends center, visit <arizonafriends.com> or write Roy 
Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 1182 Hornbeam Road, Sabina, 
OH 45169. 

Costa Rica Study Tours: Visit the Quaker community in 
Monteverde. For information and a brochure contact Sarah 
Stuckey: +011 (506) 645-5436; write: Apdo. 46-5655, 
Monteverde, Costa Rica; e-mail<crstudy@racsa.co.cr>; 
<WWW.crstudytours.com>; or call in the USA (937) 728· 
9887. 

Do you care about the future 
of the Religious Society of Friends? 

Support growing meetings and a spiritually vital Quak­
erism for all ages with a deferred gift to Friends Gen­
eral Conference (bequest, charitable gift annuity, trust). 

m For information, please contact Michael 
Wajda at FGC, 1216 Arch Street, 2-B, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107; (215) 561-1700; 
<michaelw@fgcquaker.org>. 

Personals 
Golden Threads Celebrations for Older Lesbians, 20th 
annual gathering, June 22-25, 2006 in Provincetown, 
MA; music, books, sexuality, spirituality, dancing, ban­
quet, workshops. <www.GoldenThreadsPtown.org>, 
Christine Pattee, 98 Brookline Rd., Coventry, CT 06238; 
<c2pattee@aol.com>. 

Single Booklovers, a national group, has been getting 
unattached booklovers together since 1970. Please 
write P.O. Box 1658, Andalusia, PA 19020 or call (800) 
717-5011. 

Concerned c5ingkj_ 
Concerned Singles links socially conscious singles 
who care about peace, social justice, race, gender 
equity, environment. Nationwide/international. All 
ages, straight/gay. Since 1984. Free sample: Box 444-
FJ, Lenox Dale, MA 01242; (413) 243-4350; <WWW 
.concernedsingles.com>. 

Positions Vacant 
The Monteverde Friends School, Monteverde, Costa Rica, 
seeks a director to begin July 2006 or earlier. For details visit 
<WWW.mfschool.org>. 

William Penn House & Washington Quaker Work­
camps Washington, D.C. Hospitality Intern, full-time. 
Spring 2006. Register and greet guests, work with 
Workcamps, peace studies, and international program 
seminars. Stipend, room and board, and health insur­
ance. <WWW.WmPennHouse.org>, <info@WmPennHouse 
.org>. (202) 543-5560. 515 East Capitol St. SE, Washing­
ton, DC 20003. 

Volunteer Internship at Ben Lomond Quaker Center, a 
retreat and conference center near Santa Cruz, CA. Resi­
dential, one year beginning August. Great opportunity to 
grow spiritually and work in all areas of this Quaker non­
profit. Mountains, redwoods, housing, stipend, and benefits 
provided. Singles and couples both welcome. Application 
deadline April 1: call (831 )336-8333; e-mail <mall 
@quakercenter.org> for info. 

Friends School of Minnesota seeks staff for the 2006-
07 school year. FSM offers an exciting model of progres­
sive Quaker education through rigorous academics, con­
flict resolution, environmental education, and a commit­
ment to diversity. 
FSM is a fully accredited, 140 student K-8 school. Antici­
pated openings include: 
• Lower School Director (Half-time) 
• Admissions Director (Half-time) 
To apply, please mail cover letter, resume, and statement 
of educational philosophy to Head of School FSM, 1365 
Englewood Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104. 

Summer Employment 
Staff needed. Quaker owned/directed camp since 1946. 
Located in one of the most spectacular areas of the U.S., in 
Adirondacks near Lake Placid, NY. Positions available for 
cabin and specialty counselors as well as some department 
head and administrative positions. Good salaries and ac­
commodations. Single or married, children of staff warmly 
welcomed. See our ad on page 34. Call Mike at (609) 688-
0368 . 

Pendle Hill High School Youth Camp Leaders (3): Facili­
tate and help plan ten-day Quaker high school program. 
Service projects, field trips, discussions, games, Quaker 
values, and history. July 13--22. Contact: Nancy Diaz, (610) 
566-4507/(800) 742-3150, ext 161 ;<ndiaz@pendlehill.org>. 

Conference Coordinator, Friends General Conference 
for Annual Gathering of Friends. Works with several com­
mittees, many volunteers, and university staff, requiring 
some weekend work, travel. Manages $1 million budget; 
supervises two regular plus seasonal staff. Administers com­
plex operations and logistics, solves problems, manages 
crises, consults extensively with volunteer leadership. Should 
be active in Friends meeting. Send resume to General 
Secretary, FGC, 1216 Arch Street, 2B, Philadelphia, PA 
19107, or <bruceb@fgcquaker.org>. Deadine 1/20/06. 

Goshen Friends School, West Chester, Pa., seeking 
Head of School beginning July 1, 2006. Information on 
Friends Council on Education website , <www 
.friendscouncil.org>. 

Walton Retirement Home, a licensed Residential Care 
Facility (Assisted Living), a ministry of Ohio Yearly Meeting 
of Friends, needs a Registered Nurse, who would be 
willing to live on the campus and lake on Nursing Adminis­
tration and other responsibilities. For more information, please 
phone or write to Nirmal & Diana Kaul, Managers, Walton 
Retirement Home, 1254 East Main Street, Barnesville, OH 
43713. Phone (740) 425-2344. 

MMA: Insurance and Financial Services 
Are you looking for a career that combines your profes­
sional skills and your Christian faith values? 

If so, MMA wants to talk with you. We are a church­
related organization whose primary mission is to help 
people manage their God-given gifts. MMA is seeking 
sales professionals to help provide insurance and finan­
cial solutions to individuals and businesses, primarily 
associated with Christian denominations. 

Openings in Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Kansas, Oregon, and other states. Excellent compensa­
tion and benefits packages. To learn more, visit <WWW 
.mma-online.org/careerS>. Fax or e-mail resume to (574) 
537-6635 or <hr@mma-online.org>. 

Monteverde Friends School seeks director, pre-K-12 
teachers and volunteers. School year begins in August 
2006. MFS is an English-dominant, bilingual school with 
multi-graded classes in Costa Rica's rural mountains. While 
salaries are low, the experience is rich. Simple housing 
included for teachers. Application deadline February 15, 
2006 or until position filled, volunteers any month. Contact 
Tim Curtis, Monteverde Friends School, Monteverde 5655, 
Puntarenas, Costa Rica. Tel/fax +01 1 (506) 645-5302. E­
mail <mfsteach@racsa.co.cr>. Visit <WWW.mfschool.org>. 

Real Estate 
Quaker Commercial Realtor specializing in income prop­
erty sales and 1031 replacements nationally. Call Allen 
Stockbridge, JD, CCIM at (877) 658-3666. 

CAPE COD REALTOR-specializing in the Falmouth 
and Bourne areas. I will be happy to help my fellow 
Friends find a special property on the Cape. 
Nancy Holland, Coldwell Banker, Joly McAbee Weinert Re­
alty, Inc. Direct Voice Mail: (978) 307-0767. E-mail: 
<holland@cape.com>. 

Quaker In the Real Estate world offering professional help 
with selling and buying your home. Minutes from Pendle Hill, 
Delaware County, Pa. Referrals accepted. Questions wel­
comed! Gloria Todor, (610) 328-4300. Century 21 . 

Quaker REAL TOR specializing in Bucks County, Pa., 
and Mercer County, N.J. I welcome the opportunity to 
exceed your expectations. Mark Fulton, Prudential Fox 
and Roach Realtors, 83 South Main Street, Yardley, PA 
19067. (215) 493-0400 ext. 131. 

Rentals & Retreats 
Nantucket, 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, near beach and Hum­
mock Pond. Washer, dryer, dishwasher, deck, barbeque. 
Available June, July, and August, 2 weeks minimum. Non­
smokers. (978) 462-9449 evenings or <broken@comcast 
.net>. 

Blueberry Cottage on organic lavender, blueberry, and 
dairy goat farm in the mountains of N. Carolina. Pond, 
mountain views, protected river. Sleeps 8+. Family farm visit 
or romantic getaway. Near Celo Friends Meeting. By week 
or day. <WWW.mountainfarm.net> or (866) 212-2100. 

Bald Head Island, N.C. Panoramic view of ocean, dunes, 
lagoon, and golf course from four-bedroom, two-bathroom, 
beautifully furnished house with wraparound deck, two elec­
tric golf carts. 14 miles of beach, championship golf, tennis, 
croquet, swimming, and fishing. 13,000 acres of maritime 
wilderness. Many birds and wildflowers. No cars on island. 
Peaceful, friendly. Rental by day or week. (215) 699-9186. 

Italy. Ideal location in the woods on an Umbrian hillside, for 
writers, artists, musicians, or families. Modern cottage in 
traditional stone: large living room, kitchen/dining room, one 
bathroom, three bedrooms (sleeps maximum 6). Non-smok­
ing. Weekly or monthly. Contact: Allison Jablonko. Email 
<jablonko@tin.il>. 

Ohio YM Friends Center, based In Christian unpro-
grammed worship , offers a welcoming, quiet, rural set-
ting for personal or group retreats. Contact: Friends Cen-
terCoordinator, 6138801ney Lane, Barnesville, OH 43713 
or (7 40) 425-2853. 

Cape May, N.J . Beach House-weekly rentals; weekend 
rentals in off-season. Sleeps 12+. Great fo r family re-
unions! Block from beach. Close to mall. Ocean views 
from wraparound porch. Call: (718) 398-3561 . 

Pocono Manor. Beautiful, rustic mountain house suit­
able for gatherings, retreats, and reunions. Seven bed­
rooms. Three full baths. Beds for 15. Fully equipped. 
Deck with mountain view. Hiking trails from back door. 
Weekends or by the week, April through October. Contact 
Melanie Douty: (215) 736-0948. 

Retirement Living 
Beautiful Pleasant Hill, Tenn. Affordable and diverse ac­
tivist community. Full-range, independent homes to nursing 
care. Local Quaker Meeting. (931) 277-3518 for brochure or 
visit <WWW.uplandsretirementvillage.com>. 

Walton Retirement Home, a nonprofit ministry of Ohio 
Yearly Meeting since 1944, offers an ideal place for re­
tirement. Both assisted living and independent living fa­
cil ities are available. For further information, please call 
Nirmal or Diana Kaul at (7 40) 425-2344, or write to Walton 
Retirement Home, 1254 East Main Street, Barnesville, 
OH 43713. 

.The Hickman, a nonprofit, Quaker­
sponsored retirement community in 

~ historic West Chester, has been 
quietly providing excellent care to 

older persons for over a century. Call today for a tour: 
(484) 760-6300, or visit our brand-new website 
<WWW.thehickman.org>. 

~~ 
SERVICES FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

Kendal communities and services reflect sound 
management, adherence to Quaker values, and respect 
for each Individual. 
Continuing care retirement communities: 
Kendal at Longwood; Crosslands • Kennett Square, Pa. 
Kendal al Hanover · Hanover, N.H. 
Kendal at Oberlin • Oberlin, Ohio 
Kendal at Ithaca • Ithaca, N.Y. 
Kendal at Lexington • Lexington, Va. 
Kendal on Hudson · Sleepy Hollow, N.Y. 
Kendal at Granville • Granville, Ohio 
Independent living with residential services: 
Coniston and Cartmel • Kennett Square, Pa. 
The Lathrop Communities • Northampton and 
Easthampton, Mass. 
Nursing care, residential and assisted living: 
Barclay Friends· West Chester, Pa. 
Advocacy/education programs: 
Untie the Elderly • Pa. Restraint Reduction Initiative 
Kendal Outreach, LLC 
Collage, Assessment Tool for Well Elderly 
For Information, contact: Doris Lambert, The Kendal 
Corporation, 1170 E. Baltimore Pike, Kennett Square, 
PA 19348. (610) 388·5581 . 
E-mail <info@kcorp.kendal.org>. 
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MEDFORD LEAS 

Medford Leas Continuing Care Retirement 
Community 

Medford Leas welcomes you to visit our CCAC­
accredited, Quaker-related continuing care retirement 
community! Blending the convenience and accessibil­
ity of suburban living with the unique aesthetic of 
an arboretum and nature preserve, Medford Leas 
continues the long tradition of Quaker interest in plants 
and nature and their restorative qualities. A wide 
range of residential styles (from garden-style apart­
ments to clustered townhouses) are arranged amidst 
the unique beauty of over 200 acres of landscaped 
gardens, natural woodlands, and meadows. With 
campuses in both Medford and Lumberton, New Jer­
sey, the cultural, intellectual, and recreational offerings 
of Philadelphia, Princeton, and New York City are 
just 30 to 90 minutes away. In addition, many popular 
New Jersey shore points are also within similar 
driving distances. Medford Monthly Meeting is thriving, 
active, and caring. Amenity and program highlights 
include: walking/biking trails, tennis courts, indoor 
and outdoor swimming pools, fitness centers and pro­
grams, computer center, greenhouses, very active self­
governed residents' association with over 80 commit­
tees, on-site ·university" program, and much more. 
Extensive lifetime Residence and Care Agreement 
covers medical care, prescription drugs, and future 
long-term nursing and/or assisted living care without 
caps or limi~S. For more information call (800) 331-
4302. <WWW.medlordleas.org>. 

Friends House, a Quaker-sponsored retirement commu­
nity in Santa Rosa, California, offers one- and two-bedroom 
garden apartments or more spacious three-bedroom, two­
bath homes for independent living. Immediate occupancy 
may be available. An assisted-living home, and a skilled 
nursing facility, are also available on campus. Friends House 
is situated one hour north of San Francisco with convenient 
access to the Pacific coast, redwood forests, cultural events, 
medical services, and shopping. Friends House, 684 Benicia 
Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409. (707) 538-0152. <WWW 
.lriendshouse.org>. 

Friends Center City Ret irement Community 
Are you exploring life care retirement options and want to 
live in an urban setting? Are you interested in being part 
of a diverse community in Philadelphia based on Quaker 
values? If so, join us in developing a new model for 
retirement. 
To learn more about Friends Center City Retirement 
Community and to add your name to our mailing list, visit 
our website at <WWW.centercityretirement.com>. 

Friends Homes, Inc., founded by North 
Carolina Yearly Meeling of the Society of 
Friends, has been providing retirement op­
tions since 1968. Both Friends Homes at 
Guiiford and Friends Homes West are tee­
for-service, continuing care retirement com-

munities offering independent living, assisted living, 
and skilled nursing care. Located in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, both communities are close to Guilford Col­
lege and several Friends meetings. Enjoy the beauty 
of tour seasons, as well as outstanding cultural, intel­
lectual , and spiritual opportunities in an area where 
Quaker roots run deep. For information please call: 
(336) 292-9952, or write: Friends Homes West, 6100 
W. Friendly Avenue, Greensboro, NC 27410. Friends 
Homes, Inc. owns and operates communities dedi­
cated to the letter and spirit of Equal Housing Opportu­
nity. <WWW.friendshomes.org>. 

W ILLIAM PENN 
UNI V Kft8 1 TY 

William Penn University provides a quality liberal arts 
curriculum with a leadership focus, dedicated faculty, a 
diverse student body, and a friendly campus. Located in 
Oskaloosa, Iowa. (800) 779-7366. <WWW.wmpenn.edu>. 

FRIENDS }OURNALjanuary 2006 

Stratford Friends School provides a strong academic pro­
gram in a warm, supportive, ungraded setting for children 
ages 5 to 13 who learn differently. Small classes and an 
enriched curriculum answer the needs of the whole child. An 
at-risk program for five-year-olds is available. The school 
also offers an extended day program, tutoring, and summer 
school. Information: Stratford Friends School, 5 Uandillo 
Road, Havertown, PA 19083. (610) 446-3144. 

Sandy Spring Friends School. Five- or seven-day board­
ing option for grades ~12. Day school pre-K through 12. 
College preparatory, upper school AP courses. Strong arts 
and academics, visual and performing arts, and team ath­
letic programs. Coed. Approximately 480 students. 140-
acre campus less than an hour from Washington, D.C., and 
Baltimore, Md. International programs. Incorporating tradi­
tional Quaker values. 16923 Norwood Road, Sandy Spring, 
MD 20860. (301) 774-7455, ext. 375. <WWW.ssfs.org>. 

Junior high boarding school tor grades 7, 8 , 9. Small 
academic classes, challenging outdoor experiences, com­
munity service, consensus decision making, daily work 
projects in a small, caring, community environment. Arthur 
Morgan School, 60 AMS Circle, Burnsville, NC 28714. 
(828) 675-4262. <info@arthurmorganschool.org>, <WWW 
.arthurmorganschool.org>. 

United Friends School: coed; preschoo~; emphasizing 
integrated, developmentally appropriate curriculum, after­
school arts, sports, and music programs. Busing available. 
1018 West Broad Street, Quakertown, PA 18951. {215) 
538-1733. <WWW.unitedfriendsschool.org>. 

Lansdowne Friends School-a small Friends school for 
boys and gir1s three years of age through sixth grade, rooted 
in Quaker values. We provide children with a quality academic 
and a developmentally appropriate program in a nurturing 
environment. Whole language, thematic education, conflict 
resolution, Spanish, after-school care, summer program. 
110 N. Lansdowne Avenue, Lansdowne, PA 19050. (610) 
623-2548. 

Frankford Friends School: coed, Pre-K to grade 8; 
serving center city, Northeast, and most areas of Phila­
delphia. We provide children with an affordable yet chal­
lenging academic program in a small, nurturing environ­
ment. Frankford Friends School, 1500 Orthodox Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19124. (215) 533-5368. 

Services Offered 

Ahimsa Graphics 
Wedding Certificates, Celebrations of Commitment 

calligraphy, illustration, custom design 
Contact: Penny Jackim: <ahimsa@earthlink.net> 

Samples: <WWW.pennyjackim.calligraphicarts.org> 

Purchase Quarterly Meeting (NYYM) maintains a peace 
tax escrow fund. Those interested in tax witness may 
wish to contact us through NYYM, 15 Rutherford Place, 
New York, NY 10003. 

Moving? Maybe David Brown, a Quaker real estate bro­
ker, can help. Contact him at <davidhbrown@mindspring 
.com>. 
Marriage Certificates and custom-designed calligraphy for 
all occasions. Many decorative borders available. For 
samples and prices, contact Carol Sexton at Clear Creek 
Design, (765) 962-1794 or <clearcreekstudio@verizon.net>. 

Custom Marriage Certificates and other traditional or 
decorated documents. Various calligraphic styles and 
watercolor designs available. Over ten years' experience. 
Pam Bennett, P. 0 . Box 136, Uwchlan, PA 19480. (610) 
458-4255. <Prbcallig@netzero.com>. 

H FREEMAN 1501 East Main Street 
• Centerville, IN 47330 

765-939-6910 
ASSOCIATES, LLC HFreeAssoc@aol.com 

Consulting services for educational institutions and 
nonprofit organizations. Fundraising. Capital cam-
paigns. Planned giving. Recent clients include liberal 
arts colleges, seminaries, independent schools, social 
service agencies, Pendle Hill, FGC, and many other 
Friends organizations. <Www.Hfreemanassociates 
.com>. 

All Th ings Calligraphic 
Caro l Gray, Ca/1/grapher (Quaker). Specializing in wed-
ding certificates. Reasonable rates, timely turnarounds. 
<WWW.carolgraycalligraphy.com>. 

Summer Camps 

Night Eagle Wilderness Adventures, in Vermont's 
Green Mountains, is a unique, primitive summer camp 
designed to build a boy's self-confidence and foster a 
better understanding of native peoples and their relation­
ship with the Earth. Activities tend to spring from the 
natural environment and teach boys to rely on their own 
ingenuity. Through community living and group decision 
making, campers learn to live and play together in a spirit 
of cooperation rather than competition. For 40 boys, ages 
1Q-14. Two-, three-, and six-week sessions. Please visit 
our website: <WWW.nighteaglewilderness.com>or call tor 
a full brochure: (802) 773-7866. 
Accredited by The American Camping Association 

Pendle Hill's High School Youth Camp, for ages 15-18, 
July 13--22, 2006. Join young people from all over the 

I 
country in service projects, Quaker community life, 
exploration of social justice issues, sessions in our 
art studio, field trips, and fun. 
Contact: Nancy Diaz, (610) 566-4507/(800)742-3150, 
ext 161 ; <ndiaz@pendlehill.org>. 

Journey 's End Farm Camp 
is a farm devoted to children for sessions of two or three 
weeks each summer. Farm animals, gardening, nature, 
ceramics, shop. 
Nonviolence, simplicity, reverence tor nature are empha­
sized in our program centered in the life of a Quaker farm 
family. For 32 boys and gi~s. 7-12 years. Welcome all 
races. Apply early. Kristin Curtis, RR 1 Box 136, New­
foundland, PA 18445. Telephone: (570) 689-3911 . Fi­
nancial aid available. 

Make friends, make music: FRIENDS MUSIC CAMP at 
Olney. Grow musically in a caring Quaker community. 
Ages 1Q-18. Brochure, camp video: FMC, PO Box 427, 
Yellow Springs, OH 45387. (937) 767-131 1. <musicfmc 
@yahoo.com>. 

Summer Rentals 

Provence, France. Beautiful secluded stone house, vil­
lage near Avignon, 3 BR (sleeps 5-6), kitchen/dining 
room, spacious living room, modern bathroom. Terrace, 
courtyard, view of medieval castle. Separate second 
house sleeps 4. Both available year-round $1 ,20Q­
$2,900/mo. <WWW.rent-in-provence.com>. Marc Simon, 
rue Oume, 30290 Saint Victor, France, <msimon 
@wanadoo.fr>; or J. Simon, 124 Bondcroft, Buffalo, NY 
14226; (716) 836-8698. 

"L~o you have a service to offer, a product 
to sell, or a talent to promote? How about 

announcements, messages, or personal 
requests? Are you looking for a job, or do 
you have a job opening? FRIENDS JouRNAL 

advertising can help you advance whatever 
you have to offer. 

A~vertise 1-iere f MaKe a $pla$.h 
.in frie·t'l~ 

1216 Arch Street, 2A, 

Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835 
(215) 563-8629 • adsales@friendsjournaLorg 
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The Resident Program 

P endle Hill's Resident Program is a unique experiment. 
Here is a rare opportunity to step back from your 
routine and reflect on what matters most in your 

work and service. Pendle Hill offers community-supported 
time to open your heart and mind for deep listening, guided 
learning and Spirit-led discerning. Resident students join an 
innovative program that includes daily worship, inspiring 
and skillfully taught classes, weekly one-on-one spiritual 
nurture sessions and work that supports the community. 
Is Pendle Hill's Resident Program right for you? Please 
contact us to explore the possibilities. Sharon MacDonald, a resident student from Canada who worked 

Spirit-Centered Service Scholars 

on her doctoral dissertation at Pendle Hill in 2004-2005, presents her 
research to students and staff. 

1 his new program is designed for people of all ages who are led to serve others in the community and world. Under 
the leadership of Pendle Hill's Dean, Niyonu Spann, and other staff, Spirit-Centered Service Scholars gather in worship, 
classes and reflection sessions to consider personal, community and societal issues. Each Service Scholar commits 

As I examined my need to focus 
on important life decisions and to 
gather religious inspiration and 
strength, I came to understand 
that Pendle Hill was an ideal 
place for me to gather support 
for my next level of life. Pendle 
Hill is a community that provides 
a rich infusion of spiritual service, 
education and experience. As 
I've interacted with Pendle Hill's 
diverse population, I've been 

enriched with their positive energy, insight and love. I'm grateful 
for the space and support Pendle Hill provides. 

-Carmen Lamothe, Spirit-Centered Service Scholar, 2005-2006 

PENDLE HIIL 
A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 
338 Plush Mill Road · Wallingford, PA 19086 
www.pendlehill.org 

to 20 hours of service per week. Some make a 
major commitment to housekeeping, hospitality, 
office work or meal preparation at Pendle Hill, 
while others are involved in youth work with the 
Social Action/Social Witness program in the nearby 
community of Chester. All Service Scholars join 
other members of the Pendle Hill community in daily 
jobs on campus. Ten full scholarships are available for 
Spirit-Centered Service Scholars in 2006-2007. 

2006-2007 Term Dates 
Autumn: September 29-December 16 

Winter: January 5-March 17 
Spring: March 30-June 9 

Contact Bobbi Kelly to find out more: 
800.742.3150 (U.S. only) ext. 137 

610.566.4507 ext. 137 
admissions@pendlehill.org 
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Consider the advantages 
of investing in the foture of 

With a planned gift, you can help 
ensure that the JoURNAL continues to 
be a vital resource for Friends far 
into the future, and realize capital gains and income tax savings while providing lifetime 
income for yourself and a loved one. 

For more information, check the items you would like to see and mail this card, or call 
Anne Adriance, Advancement Coordinator, toll free at (800) 471-6863. 

0 our booklet on charitable gift planning 
0 sample bequest language for your will 

0 a gift annuity illustration for the 
birthdates below 

Name: Birthdate: ____ _ 

Name: Birthdate: ____ _ 

Ada~~------------------------------------
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