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• AMONG FRIENDS 

Counting Our Blessings 

H ere in the U.S., we celebrate Thanksgiving in November. It's a four-day 
weekend that sees one of the highest travel rates within the country, as 
families journey sometimes very long distances to reunite over food, shared 

stories, games, and prayers of thanks. As I think about the holiday and look at some 
of the stories in this issue, I'm struck by how stark the circumstances for giving thanks 
can be. And yet, there is always something for which to be thankful, even in 
circumstances most grim. 

In "Nozuko's Story" (p. 6), Quaker photojournalist Susan Winters Cook tells us 
the moving story of Nozuko, a young South African woman who has been valiantly 
struggling with HIV in the midst of poverty, social stigma, and ofi:en limited access to 
antiretroviral drugs during the past eight years. One of her children is also HIV 
positive. Yet, this is not a story of tragedy, but one of courage and the triumph of the 
human spirit. Through her illness, Nozuko has become an AIDS activist, and her 
work to help others who have the disease has brought blessing and fulfillment into 
her life, and given her a deep calling. For me, this lifi:s up the reality that we can fmd 
transformational experiences within the most challenging of circumstances. 

Dorian Hastings, in "Post-Katrina Reflections" (p. 12), shares with us how very 
difficult the road has been for members of Friends Meeting of New Orleans-and 
how appreciative they are for the prayer, support (financial and other), and physical 
assistance that has arrived from meetings all over the U.S. "We will be forever grateful 
to the clerk of Baton Rouge Friends Meeting, Pam Arnold, who-by September 4 
[2005], less than a week after the disaster- had contacted as many as half of our 
members and frequent attenders. She continues to field the countless inquiries of 
concerned Friends across the country," writes Dorian Hastings. While sharing the 
immense pain and difficulty ofliving in the largest natural disaster area the U.S. has 
ever sustained, she also offers concrete suggestions for helping to meet New Orleans' 
most pressing needs. What could be more fitting for those of us who did not directly 
experience the calamity of this disaster? 

At FRIENDS j OURNAL, we too have much for which to be thankful. I am always 
deeply grateful for the steady stream of outstanding manuscripts that are sent to us. 
Beyond that, I am intensely appreciative of the work of our many volunteers. There 
are now 17 of these good folk who offer regular assistance to us with many editorial 
and business-related tasks. I'd like to introduce-and thank-the most recent: Nancy 
Milio, of Chapel Hill, N.C., who has joined us as our web news editor. A professor 
emeritus of Health Policy at University of North Carolina, she helped start and chairs 
a nonprofit organization that develops rental housing for families living below half the 
median income, and serves on her town Planning Board. Guli Fager, ofNew York, N .Y., 
joins us as assistant Milestones editor, focusing on bringing more depth and detail to 
our coverage of marriages and unions, as a reader earlier this year suggested we might 
do. Also joining us to help with the Milestones department are Mary Julia Street, of 
Ambler, Pa., and Melissa Minnich, formerly one of our interns and now of Pittsburgh, 
Pa. Mary Julia and Melissa will help longstanding Milestones Editor Christine Rusch, 
of Ann Arbor, Mich., with the research necessary to write the Milestones department, 
which inspires so many of our readers. For the help of these new volunteers and 
particularly of our faithful longstanding ones, who've not been named here, we are 
truly indebted and deeply thankful. And we are thankful for you, too, dear readers. 
May many blessings be yours. 
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We're all baking and eating 
the pie 

I was troubled by Mark Cary's article, 
"Friends' Attitudes toward Business in the 
USA," in the "Friends and Money" issue (FJ 
July) . I question his assumptions about 
what Friends believe, based on his surveys. 
If given the choice between only capitalism 
and socialism, I have no idea which is 
better, as capitalism extends across a huge 
range of options. G iven the choice between 
U.S.-style capitalism {small-sized, deficit
funded social welfare system), Canada-
style capitalism {moderate-sized social 
welfare system with balanced books) and 
Norway-style social democracy (large social 
welfare system with balanced books but 
extremely high taxation), I prefer the 
Canadian alternative. 

But my bigger irritation is with Cary's 
claim that by working in the public or non
profi t sectors, most Friends come from a 
sustained class, not a sustaining class. He 
suggests that we in these sectors are "eating 
the [economic] pie," not "cooking it." This is 
perhaps the most classic misconception by 
those in business of what those of us in the 
public and nonprofit sectors do, and I would 
have expected better of him. 

It is true that the taxpayers of Ontario 
provide much of my salary (my students' 
tuition provides the rest). However, I do 
not indolently sit on their money, enjoying 
the fruits of their labor and turning it into 
lavish vacations. My salary is, instead, what I 
am paid to produce wealth: to impart 
knowledge to students and to produce new 
knowledge. I don't just eat the pie; I help 
produce next year's pie bakers, and the tools 
with which they will bake it. 

O ther parts of the public and nonprofit 
sectors do the same: immigrant services 
organizations prepare new citizens to 
participate in our economy, and help those 
who are struggling to get the chance to 
improve their lives. Securities regulators 
ensure that the pie actually exists, and is 
filled with real cherries, not artificial goop. 
The list, of course, goes on. 

The distinction becomes utterly comical 
in other sectors, such as healthcare. Is my 
doctor {technically an entrepreneur) baking 
the pie, while the hospital down the street 
{public) is eating it? Is Halliburton (wasting 
taxpayer dollars by the billions, but still in 
the private seccor) a pie baker, while Los 
Alamos greedily stuffs its face? 

Modern economies have large state and 
nonprofit sectors, and in all developed 
economies, the fraction of the economy 
devoted to obvious production (agriculture, 
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mining, manufacturing) is shrinking. Plenty 
of us are building a better pie; claims that 
those in the for-profit world are somehow 
morally superior to those of us in nonprofits 
or the public sector are not helpful. 

Dan Brown 
Kitchener, Ont., Canada 

How do we discern what 
deserves respect? 

I want to thank David Zarembka and 
Gladys Kamonya (Forum, FJ]uly) for 
clarifying information about the examples I 
used in a previous letter (Forum, Fj April) to 
illustrate problems with uncritical respect for 
the values of other cultures. I am sorry that 
they were greatly disturbed by my letter, as 
we seem to have much agreement. Any 
cultural practices that seem eccentric and 
inhumane by our cultural values would have 
served to illustrate the problem of Quakers 
uncritically respecting the values and practices 
of any culture. 

I regret I did not know of some Christian 
cultures practicing clitoridectomy. My 
question was: Should we "respect" such 
behavior from other cultures that appears 
inhumane to our cultural conditioning? Is 
it xenophobic bias to judge such cultural 
practices unacceptable? 

Infant exposure due to preference for boy 
babies has been documented in other 
cultures around the world by anthropologists. 
I was referring to my doctor father's 
experience at the Kaimosi Mission Hospital 
from 1929 to 1939. The hospital ran an 
informal orphanage for these girl babies, 
among the many good deeds they were 
noted for. There were never any boys. 

A more common example of cultural 
contrasts was the problem common to 
Third World countries, wherein treasurers 
entrusted with institutional funds would 
often divert them to family or clan use 
(in a "family values" way). This is the 
basis for much "corruption" (by Western 
embezzlement standards) seen in developing 
economies. The Kenyan solution was to 
hire Quaker accountants from England or 
the United States who had no such local 
family obligations. 

Bob Michener 
Estes Park, Colo. 

Recognition of Korean 
hibakusha 

Lynne Shivers' article "Hiroshima Cherry 
Blossoms and Nagasaki Azaleas, 2006" (Fj 

Aug.) held personal interest for me because I 
resided in Japan in 1990-93, teaching 
English at a women's junior college in 
Nagoya. During those years, I visited both 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki with Japanese 
friends. In 2002 I returned to Japan as a 
tourist and, with a friend from the United 
States, made a second visit to Hiroshima. 
T his time I discovered in Peace Memorial 
Park one monument I had not noticed 
before: the memorial to the Korean victims 
and survivors of the atomic bomb. 

This monument is a black monolith 
resting on the back of a stone tortoise. The 
column is topped by a capstone carved with 
a phoenix and dragon- Asian symb?ls of 
life and immortality. A plaque explams 
that of the 200,000 killed by the bomb, 
approximately 10 percent were Korean
soldiers, students, and civilians. "The Korean 
victims were given no funerals or memorial 
services," the inscription states. "Then, on 
April10, 1970, this monument was erected 
. . . by . . . Korean residents in Japan." 

Shivers reports that the Japanese 
government began to offer welfare benefits to 
hibakusha-survivors of the bomb-in 1957. 
During my three-year stay, I led a Bible class 
for English-speaking Japanese in a Nagoya 
church. One Sunday morning, flyers were 
circulated showing photographs of half a 
dozen elderly persons. A friend explained 
that the pictures were of Korean hibakusha
and that government benefits were not 
for them, even if they had been born in 
Japan. My friend attributed this neglect to 
longstanding Japanese prejudice against 
Koreans. The Christian churches of Japan were 
endeavoring to raise funds for these victims. 

While I sojourned in Japan, I was often 
impressed by efforts of the handful of 
Japanese Christians (only one or two percent 
of the population) to bridge the cultural gaps 
between the Japanese and their hiscoric foes. 
Another example was the Asian Health 
Institute, headquartered outside Nagoya, 
which carried medical assistance into Asian 
countries that had suffered at the hands of 
the Japanese military during World War II. 

T he Korean monument proclaims a wish 
echoed by many other memorials: "that the 
A-bomb tragedy will never be repeated." By 
its very presence, it also bears witness to a 
hope that all traditional enmities will be 
replaced by peace and compassion. 

A great resource 

Nancy E james 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

In your September issue, reports on 
Friends working on Guantanamo, and on 
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• VIEWPOINT 

Finding a way forward 

Tie most remarkable event in the 
ong, sad saga of the Quaker Sweat 
Lodge (QSL) controversy took 

place at the Friends General Conference 
Gathering in Tacoma, Wash ., in early July 
of 2006. It carne in the form of a panel 
discussion of the QSL issue, in which 
three views were equally represented: one 
in favor of the QSL, one opposed, and 
one somewhere in between. 

Speaking for the QSL was Breeze 
Richardson, one of the Quaker sweat's 
organizers. Breeze is a young adult Friend, 
currently clerk of her meeting in Chicago, 
and she grew up in the FGC Gathering
until the QSI.:s cancellation drove her 
away. The negative was presented by Lisa 
Graustein of New England Yearly Meet
ing, whose views were previously aired in 
FRIENDS jOURNAL in the April 2006 issue 
(Forum). The third perspective was 
offered by George Owen of Northern 
Yearly Meeting, a Friend with some 
Native American heritage. 

This panel was remarkable first 
because it happened at all- it took FGC 
more than two years to set up such a fair, 
carefully "refereed" discussion. 

The session was also remarkable in 
that none of those who urged the QSI.:s 
cancellation were prepared to join the 
panel and account for their action before 
the assembled FGC constituency, although 
most of them were present. (Lisa Graustein 
is not on any FGC commirrees and played 
no role in the QSL decision-making.) 

But the panel was most remarkable in 
my view for two things: the eloquence 
and quiet force with which Breeze 
Richardson made the long-deferred case 
for the Quaker Sweat Lodge, and the 
absence of any justification for its cancel
lation. George Owen added to her impact 
by using his own experience with Native 
American communities to underline his 
conviction that FGC had dishonored its 
own spiritual tradition and integrity in the 
way the QSL ban was handled. 

There were embarrassed giggles when 

torture, letters by Nils Pearson and Alice 
Hoffman, and the articles by Keith 
Helmuth, Newton Garver, and Paul 
Anderson-they all inform and give hope, 
I think, for this work of witnessing to 
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Breeze read off a list of some of the many 
activities and workshops at the Tacoma Gath
ering that used other cultures' practices-Qi 
Gong, yoga, past lives, Buddhism, a sampler 
of Native American spirituality, and several 
more. Any of these could be considered "cul
tural appropriation." Yet all of them have been 
left undisturbed, she noted, while the QSL is 
forbidden, and as yet there has been no formal 
explanation or justification of this discrimina
tory treatment. 

Besides the thunderous public silence of 
the QSI.:s FGC critics, Breeze pointed out the 
more important underlying point: with the 
QSL ban, FGC has taken on the role of telling 
FGC Friends what kinds of spiritual seeking 
and experiences are acceptable for us, and 
which are not. This might not have been the 
intention, but it is the result, and it is one that 
leaves many Friends very uneasy. We recog
nize this judgment-from-above role: it is a 
characteristic of the churches we left behind. 
And we do not want to go back. For FGC to 
be taking on such an authoritative role, even 
inadvertently, is a recipe for trouble. 

In closing the session, Breeze made anoth
er telling observation: the group most hurt by 
the QSL ban, by the shoddy way the cancel
lation was pushed through, and by the refusal 
to be accountable for the action-is FGC 
itself It is FGC that has lost credibility, shown 
no command of the issues involved, and alien
ated some of the best leaders among the rising 
Quaker generation. What a shame! 

As for the Quaker Sweat Lodge, it is alive 
and well, taking place several times per year in 
other settings, benefiting the participants 
without complaints or interference. 

Although the Tacoma panel was not for 
decision-making, there was little doubt that 
the "sense" of the 200 present was over
whelmingly supportive of Breeze and George 
Owen, and out of sympathy for the QSL ban, 
or the way it happened. Moreover, this sense 
was vocalized in a startling way: an Apache 
swear lodge leader named White Bear, from a 
nearby Native American center, heard about 
the session and carne to it uninvited. He stood 
during the question period to declare that 

our faith. 
I want to lift up and quote entries I'm 

planning for the weblog I do for peace, 
justice, and an Earth restored at Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting. In each of those I'd like to 

stopping the QSL was wrong, explaining 
that it was meant to be shared and adapt
ed, as part of the spiritual work of knitting 
the Earth's various peoples together. 

White Bear's unexpected witness was 
synchronistic-as if the universe was try
ing to re-establish symmetry to this issue 
by bringing forth the polar opposite of the 
East Coast Native American whose letter 
denouncing the QSL as racist sparked this 
whole conflict. White Bear was also Living 
proof that there is no united Native view 
on this matter to which Friends must 
defer on pain of being automatically con
victed of racism. 

The most constructive suggestion for a 
way forward carne from George Owen, 
who urged FGC to "do it all"-return the 
QSL; offer traditional sweat lodges with 
Native teachers; carry on searching explo
rations of the issues of cultural appropria
tion; right relationship of white Ameri
cans to Natives and other racial groups; 
and trust the process to produce Spirit-led 
outcomes that can unite Friends rather 
than divide them. 

The more likely alternative, however, 
is further delay, with some still hoping the 
QSL will simply fade away. This would be 
a tragedy. 

In a follow-up session at Tacoma, one 
Friend pointedly asked whether there was 
enough humility among the FGC oppo
nents of the QSL for them to stand aside 
and let the broadly supported process of 
unfettered seeking and discernment go 
forward. To this I would add: can FGC 
yet right itself and steer clear of the haz
ardous role of defining acceptable spiritu
ality for Friends? 

There were no answers to these queries 
in Tacoma. But for many Friends who have 
been devoted to FGC, we can only hope 
the answers will soon be forthcoming, and 
that they will be positive. Much is riding 
on the prompt and successful resolution 
of this unfortunate con1lict. 

Chuck Fager 
Fayetteville, N.C. 

reference FRIENDS j OURNAL and link to 
your website, as an important resource 
for Friends. 

joan Broadfield 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

5 



Susan Wt'nters Cook is a former member of Mul
Lica HiLL (Nj) Meeting. From 1981 to 1997 she 
was a stajfphotographer for the Philadelphia Dai
ly News. She traveled to South Africa several times 
between 1988 and 1994 on her own, partialry 
funded by Philadelphia Yearry Meeting, to docu
ment Quaker development and empowerment 
activities as a response to apartheid and then dur
ing the intense time of transition from apartheid 
to democracy. She began documenting the 
HIVWDS situation in 1995, then returned to 
South Africa in 1997 permanently. She started a 
provincial-based AIDS education periodical 
Ubomi (Xhosa for "Life") in 1997 out of a real
ization that "the people who needed the informa
tion the most were those most at risk--and that 
was the rural poor. "She writes: "The real tragedy 
of AIDS in South Africa for me was, having seen 
what the parents endured and sacrificed to ensure 
a better future for their children, to discover that 
many of those young people would not Live to 
accept that gift of freedom. " 
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Both Nozuko Ngcaweni and her daughter Nqobile have HIV. In previous years 
in South Africa they would have had no hope for survival; however with the final 

acceptance of antiretroviral medications they now have a brighter future. 

Falll999, Sin~si, South Africa 
It's an ordinary autumn day. The chill

ing wind announces the impending 
arrival of winter, snapping like a flag, 
rustling silvery mealie stalks. Outside her 
home, Nozibile prepares a supper of 
mealie pap and potato soup on a fire for 
her daughters and their children. Tomor
row, she thinks, she'll continue construe
cion on the partially built addition to her 
house. It's a slow process of building 
frames from long, thin sapling poles, and 
fllling the cracks with mud made from 
water carried in buckets from the river 30 
meters below. She hears the sound of a 
vehicle approaching on the red sandy 
road that meanders through the steep 
slopes and valleys of the village, a path 
better suited for livestock than machines. 

The sound of the straining engine grasps 
her attention like a spotlight. This is not 
a place one stumbles upon in the course 
of regular travel. It's a destination, the end 
of a journey. 

In this peaceful community, news 
trickles in via single voices, usually from 
the one available radio station or from vis
itors. The occasional newspaper is of val
ue only to those who can read. Like the 
news, danger also comes from the outside. 

Surprised when the vehicle pauses at 
the bottom of the hill to her home, Noz
ibile stops to look more closely, worried 
that the van might be bringing bad news. 
"I was curious about what they were 
coming for, and I was happy to see it was 
Nozuko and the children because they 
are beautiful," she says. 

Nozuko Ngcaweni, Nozibile's eldest 
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daughter, has been in the hospital for over 
a month with her two children. "I 
thought of the sickness of the children 
when I saw the vehicle," Nozibile says. "I 
especially wanted to know how the chil
dren are." 

The hospital is nearly 100 kilometers 
away. Nozibile knows diseases are found 
there-tuberculosis, typhoid, gastroen
teritis-and she has heard about other 
diseases sweeping through the country. 
There are no such epidemics here. If there 

• were, there would be bodies all around, 
people crying in pain. 

Instead, the baby-blue van that con
tains her family is loaded down with a 
modey, merry assortment of strangers. 
Nozibile wipes her sooty hands on a doth 
and smoothes her skirt before meeting the 
unexpected guests piling out of the 
parked van. She focuses on her grandchil
dren, embracing them, ducking over 
them while she receives the strangers into 
her home where the rooms are warmed by 
the smell of smoke. Nozuko is mobbed by: 

sisters. 
Nozuko is a down-to-earth, what-you

see-is-what-you-get kind of woman. No 
pretense. Round face. Chirrupy and loose
jointed, she prefers scooting to walking. 
At 23 she has two children. The first-born 
is Nqobile, five, whose father works in a 
shop in Durban. It was a traditional mar
riage that didn't work out. "I moved to 
Durban with him but returned home 
again because of misunderstandings be
tween us," Nozuko explains, but it's hard 

to imagine this mellow young woman 
having differences with anyone. Since 
1997, Nozuko has lost contact with him. 

Nqobile has been sick on and off since 

FRIENDS J oURNAL November 2006 

1995. She has just been treated for TB at 
the hospital. Nozuko's son Azola, two, has 
been healthy but has been staying in the 
hospital with his mother and sister. 
Nozuko met his father, her longtime part
ner, in 1996 in Mr. Ayliff. They were both 
looking to return to school then. 

Instead, she had their son, then 
returned to her mother's home in the vil
lage while Azola's father continued his 
schooling, and they met on holidays. "He 
knows his son even though he has a wife 
in Ixopo and three children by her. I am 
accepted by the wife who allows me to 
sometimes visit the home with the child," 
Nozuko says. 

Nozibile sits on one of the beds against 
the wall with a grandchild in each arm. 
The unusual guests-representing four 
nationalities-sit on a bench on the wall 
opposite the happy granny. Nozuko 
stands center stage and makes the intro
ductions in both English and Xhosa. 

These are people she has met at the 
h~ital, Nozuko explains to her mother 
and sisters, and everyone smiles. Then one 
of the visitors, Babalwa, a young Xhosa 
woman, crosses the room and sits down 
next to Nozibile. 

She begins to tell Nozibile her own sto
ry; her words become a long, whispered 
song, about where she was raised, about 
her mother, and about how she became 
very ill and had to go to the hospital for a 
long time, as Nozuko had just done. Noz
ibile listens closely, her head tilted toward 
Babalwa's. 

Babalwa says that while in the 
hospital she received positive 
results on her HIV test. "At first I 
thought to kill myself," Babalwa 
continues, "because the nursing 
sister who counseled me told me I 
was going to die from this HIV. 
Then I realized that God has a 
purpose and I have to find my 
own cure. The fust part of the cure 
is learning to accept this illness. 
The second part is to know love, 
which I have received from my 
mother, and I have learned to love 
God. My mother accepted me and 
that's why I'm here today. I'm not 
an animal, I'm a human being." 

Then Babalwa tells Nozibile 
that Nozuko has HIY. 

Nozibile does not indulge in denials or 
tears. Holding her grandson in front of 
her she remains still, her head still cocked 
toward Babalwa. Nozuko has already 

slipped out of the room, summoned by 
her sisters, who have missed her. Babalwa 
continues to talk for a long time and Noz
ibile continues to listen. She's heard the 
disease is deadly and there's no cure, but 
right next to her is a robust, young netball 
queen who also has HIV, and who 
declares she plans to continue to live an 
active life for a long time. 

Nozibile is thankful for Babalwa's 
words on that day. "I was very worried 
when I heard, but when Babalwa explained 
it I felt better. She told me how my daugh
ter can live longer .... I felt brave facing 
the need to help Nozuko." 

As the sun falls low, Nozuko's sisters 
pile into the vehicle for a joyride to the 
other side of the valley. As the bulging van 
pulls away, Nozibile stands alone in front 
of the house, barely visible in the dusk, 
and waves goodbye. 

Part of Nozuko's conversion to activ
ism came from the counseling that she 
received with her test results. She and 
N qobile were in the hospital for TB when 
they learned that the trouble would not 
end there. "When Sister first told me I 
was surprised and worried but she 
explained to me that I must do what I 
must do, and I can tell someone if I have 
to talk about it. I must not feel I'm going 
to die right away." 

Then two volunteer women from 
National Association of People with AIDS 
(NAPWA), Mandisa and Babalwa, visit
ed. "Mandisa told me about how the virus 
[HIV] had already become the disease 
[AIDS] in her, but when her mother gave 
her love, the right food, and good care, 
she was able to push the disease back." 

Babalwa encouraged Nozuko to tell 
her mother about her illness to get the 
support she would need. She also coun
seled Nozuko that any sexual partners she 
has had should also be informed. Often, 
a woman is afraid to tell her partner she 
has HIV for fear of his reaction. Many 
women fear physical violence. Most ex
pect denial, rejection, and scorn. Nozuko 
admits she is not ready yet. When the 
time came to tell her mother, Babalwa 
volunteered to accompany Nozuko: "At 
first I said I could go alone, but Babalwa 
said she should go with me so my moth
er can believe it and understand." 

Nozuko plans to become an active 
NAPWA member. "I will stand up; I'm 
not afraid of that because I want other 
people to know about this. There's so much 
more to learn. It would be a good thing 

7 



because I must tell them to take it as it is, 
to comfort and to love." Nozibile agrees. 
"I would be happy to see Nozuko help 
other people, to bring them together so 
people cannot take their dignity away." 

Nozuko fmds herself in a position 
where her efforts can make a profound 
difference. It's a job requiring sensitivity, 
intellect, and a willingness to serve. She 
already has good examples to follow in 
Mandisa and Babalwa. Many people who 
do this kind of work must study for years. 
For Nozuko, it's the disease she will strive 
to survive that gives her the credentials to 
do this job, as well as an opportunity to 
develop some of her own latent gifts. 

April ZOOO, Singisi 
Nozuko discovers her talent for public 

speaking. Last December she disclosed 
herself to over 200 strangers at a funeral 
in Flagstaff. She explains, "When the man 
died, he told his family he did not want 
them to hide the reason that he died." So 
his family asked NAPWA for a person to 
talk and answer questions about AIDS at 
the funeral. 

Nozuko's doctors supported her deci
sion to disclose her condition. "I was 
nervous sometimes about doing this," she 
says as she pats her heart, "but when I 
started my speech I didn't get afraid again. 
I told them that people must not be 
afraid, they must know all about it. Par
ents must not deny how their sons and 
daughters die, they must not say it was 
poison or other things. We have to talk 
about it because it is killing our nation." 

Yet, her own community remains in 
denial about her status. "They said, 
'You're joking, it's a lie.' They say I can't be 
like this with HIY." Nozuko invites eyes 
to acknowledge her healthy frame. "I told 
them they can't see it unless they go for a 
blood test." Her challengers reply, "There 
is no AIDS here, in our community. It's 
in Umtata andJoburg, or Durban, but it's 
not here.'' Nozuko shakes her head in 
amazement at their disbelief 

Nozuko and her family do their best to 
protect her health. There is little money 
for store-bought foods, but they grow 
their own vegetables. Nozuko's mother 
and sisters provide essential spiritual and 
moral support. "My mother is still calm. 
I can't hide my status [feelings] from 
them, they are all open. They support me. 
Sometimes when I'm not feeling well, I 
worry; maybe the time has come. When 
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I'm afraid the time has come, I worry that 
I don't have the money to go to the doc
tor. I worry about what will happen to my 
children; who is going to look afrer them? 

retroviral medications for treatment of 
HN/AIDS, so the medications AZT and 
nevirapine are not available in the clinic 
and not affordable for Nozuko on the 

Because the family cannot afford to have an undertaker, they bury the baby in the family 
vegetable plot. 

My mother and I, both of us together, we 
can cope. If I fall down, who is going to 
help my mother? They see I am worried 
and say, 'It is not yet, don't worry about 
it.' They remind me that I am still look
ing very well." 

Nozuko is not the only person with 
HN in that household; Nqobile also has 
HIY. The child "is on and off; she gets 
sick and then she gets right," explains 
Nozuko, looking down to 
her daughter, who hovers 
at her side. "She now gets 
the sores on her skin and 
she gets diarrhea." 

Soon Nozuko will 
return to the hospital. 
Her tummy bulges with a 
child who may or may 
not be infected with HIY. 
Although accidental, this 
pregnancy is a happy 
event for Nozuko and 
Azola's father, the man 
with whom she has shared 
the past few years. Clare Hoffman, Nozu
ko's doctor, is not so thrilled. Pregnancy 
stresses a woman's body and Nozuko's sys
tem doesn't have the resilience, plus there 
is more than a 30-percent chance that the 
baby will have HIY. In 2000, the govern
ment has yet to approve the use of anti-

open market. Either drug could reduce 
the chance of transmission to the baby by 
up to 40 percent. 

Sympathetic readers of Ubomi, a mag
azine about people living with AIDS, plan 
to have nevirapine available to Nozuko at 
the time of birth. Unfortunately, the baby 
arrives before the medicine. Nozuko, 
thrilled with the appearance of the fat 
baby girl, is not concerned. She names the 

baby Yanga, which means 
"may God be with us." 

JuJu ZOOO, Singisi 
Nozuko has no warn

ing her lifeline is about to 
snap. Although she has 
been sick with diarrhea for 
the past week, there has 
been no reason to be con
cerned for her baby 
daughter Yanga. Sheltered 
by the care of her mother, 
sisters, aunties, and 

granny, she has enough support to know 
the fat and easy-going baby is cared for no 
matter what. Every day Nozuko's sisters 
squabble over who will be the one to look 
afrer the baby. They all want the honor
able task. 

The only thing the sisters cannot pro-
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vide for Yanga is Nozuko's milk. Doctors 
have instructed Nozuko that Yanga 
should receive no other food or fluids for 
the next three months, to ensure the 
baby's health. T his is because recent 
research has shown that babies of HIV
positive mothers do best on an exclusive 
feeding program; whether it is breast
feeding or bottle feeding, the most impor
tant thing is to keep it exclusive for at least 
three months. Nozuko is being diligent 
about the breast-feeding. 

She is so diligent that even though 
Yanga is sleeping peacefully in her midday 
nap, Nozuko insists on waking the six
week-old infant for her next feeding. 
Nozuko remembers, "I awoke before Yan
ga. My sister Zaba was keeping house out
side. I talked to her, we made jokes. She 
told me I should allow Yanga to continue 
to sleep but I wanted my baby to have 
her feeding. " 

Nozuko returns to the bed to awaken 
Yanga in her customary way, to kiss her on 
the mouth. But on this day, Yanga does 
not give her customary yawn and stretch 
in response. Nozuko rubs the infant's hair 
and feels her face. It is cold. She listens to 
Yanga's heart. It is silent. She feels the 
hands, the toes. They are cold. Nozuko 
picks up her baby and gently shakes her. 
Still, there is no response. 

That something would creep into her 
home and, like a thief, snatch this life, is 
impossible to comprehend. Doctors will 
never know the name of that thie£ Unable 
to afford mortuary fees, Nozuko's family 
buries the baby in the vegetable garden. 
The grave is a mound of fresh
ly turned soil surrounded by 
dry winter grass and harvested 
mealie stalks. 

Nozuko eventually releases 
her daughter to God. "I give 
all things to God. I see the 
grave, but nothing has hap
pened. God knows what he 
has done. I give this to God." 

August ZOOO, Hietvlei 
Hospital 

Although Nozuko's spirit is 
able to touch the heavens, her 
body caves in. Her family's 
care proves no match for the return ofTB. 
Fever, cough, and diarrhea weaken her 
until she can barely walk. In the biggest 
fight for her life, Nozuko contemplates . 
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death. "I think about going to heaven. It 
seems like a big castle, I can see, maybe 
made of gold. To sing and pray, and to live 
with joy. I believe my baby is there. May
be one day I'll meet her. I'm not afraid. 
When the time comes I'll see God." 

Though she spends weeks in a 
hospital bed, too weak to sit up, 
Nozuko does not lose her 
appetite. Her notorious devotion 
to food resounds through the Iso
lation Ward corridors. In a voice 
diminished by virus, the trade
mark refrain can still be heard, 
''I'm sooooo hungry!" 

Before leaving the hospital, 
Nozuko renews her commitment 
to education. Six female employ
ees from a local farm are so 
plagued by anxiety about HIV 
that they have requested a visit 
with Nozuko. The day of the 
meeting is not one of Nozuko's 
good days; she is so weakened by 
fever that walking down the hall 
to the meeting room with her 
walker exhausts her. For well over an hour 
Nozuko does what she does best, provid
ing an example and information for those 
most in need. Her frail condition is not 
much of an inspiration. The real lesson for 
her audience will come later, when 
Nozuko is healthy and cheeky again. 

However, when Nozuko's health does 
return, it is fragile. Her involvement with 
HIV is a roller coaster ride with op
portunistic infections. A minor ailment 
could bring about a major crisis. She 

After nearly a year of poor health, Nozuko 
recovers enough to return to her activities as an 
HIV/AIDS activist, disclosing her status to 
various gatherings, including schools. 

Nozuko's activism includes radio 
interviews, which inspired a couple of 
concerned people in Pretoria to supply 
her with ARVs because, in 2002, the 
government still refused to make them 
available in the public health facilities. 

knows this. Meanwhile, she contemplates 
income-producing options. She's realistic 
about the weaving cooperative that has 
been built up by her mother, auntie, and 
granny, which would not produce viable 
income for some time. Recently she has 
been encouraged to open a counseling 
office near her community. The need for 
a quiet place for residents to visit and 
receive information and counseling is 
dire. Nozuko is a natural for the post. But 
there would be no salary. 

Nozuko decides to fall back 
on another skill, the operation 
of a casual hair salon in her 
home. With a few basic sup
plies, she can style hair. Mean
while, she decides to contact 
NAPWA about a grants pro
gram. She resolves to send a fax 
to NAPWA right away. Then 
she decides to plant an addi
tional vegetable garden. 

October ZOOI, Singisi 
Nozuko is fine. The children 

are fine. The vegetable garden is 
fine. Nozuko's attempts to find 
an additional source of income 

have not materialized. 
Like anyone with a true calling, she 

chooses a course that is less practical but 
has a greater impact on the world. She 
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attends a weeklong tra.mmg course to 
become a Mother To Child Transmission 
(MTCD counselor. Every Thursday she 
and another volunteer, Nonjambulo, 
travel to clinics. On other days Nozuko 

meets with people in a nearby office for 
AIDS education and counseling. "The 
government counselors elected by the 
community gave the office to me because 
they recognize that my work is very 
important," Nozuko says. 

Personal experience continues to be 
her most effective tool. In one of her dis
closures she speaks of choosing a life of 
abstinence, ''I'm not going to be involved 
in those things anymore because God 
didn't create me to destroy his world. But 
he created me to-bring good life." 

Februaru 2002, Singisi 
Nozuko has been involved in pre- and 

post-test counseling at the hospital. 
"Sometimes the counseling becomes very 
difficult," she says. "I tell myself I'm going 
to do it. I'm telling myself I'm going to 
succeed. It's giving and receiving. It has 
made me feel well, like something hard 
has been removed from my shoulders. 

"The more you talk to people the more 
you find yourself free," she adds. "It's 
because of the sharing of views. Some
times a person comes with a problem. 
Then to try to talk about her problem 
helps me because it teaches me something 
I did not know." 

Nozuko continues: "Hope-that's if 
you have hope, like 'I am going to be 
well': that is going to help you. Accep-

IO 

tance-that's if you have a problem and 
accept it as it is, you feel relieved. Because 
many people don't survive, because they 
lose hope, they deny the situation. When 
their mind has been disturbed, there is 

stress. It's important to talk about some
thing; don't let it be a secret. That makes 
you feel much better." 

In addition to the counseling and pre
sentations, Nozuko also gives interviews 
on the radio. On one particular morning, 
her words make a deep impression on two 
individuals in Pretoria named Giles and 
Catherine. Giles, a 45-year-old attorney, 
is aware of the problems caused by 
HIV I AIDS, but has no direct contact 
with those affected. He says, "I have been 
removed from the circumstances of peo
ple like Nozuko." When he hears the 
interview on the way to work, something 
beyond Nozuko's voice reached deep 
inside of him. He holds on to that energy 
until he arrives at his office and immedi
ately seeks the website mentioned on 
the broadcast. 

Catherine, 48, an information tech
nology specialist and company owner, 
responds to Nozuko's interview immedi
ately. "She really touched my heart. That 
she and her family try to live on 100 Rand 
(about $14.70 U.S.) per month, I said, 
this cannot be true. Even if I give only 
R1 00 per month I would be doubling her 
income. So I took some trouble to contact 
her," she says. 

Their separate searches lead them to 
Dr. Clare Hoffman. Dr. Hoffman puts 
them in touch with each other. In Cather
ine's first conversation with Giles, "We 

decided to do something, to help this 
woman. She is so undeserving of what has 
come her way. She was so uncomplaining 
about her story." 

Nozuko is at a meeting of the Treat
ment Action Campaign in Khayelitsha 
Township near Cape Town when she 
receives a call from Catherine to offer sup
port for antiretroviral medications. In 
what must be her first speechless moment, 
Nozuko can only say, "Thank you." 
Nozuko's family has been very grateful for 
Giles' and Catherine's support. The addi
tional donations of food and clothes for 
the children have made a big difference. 

On February 11, Nozuko receives her 
first month's supply of three antiretroviral 
drugs. ARV drugs help those with low 
CD4 counts. A CD4 count is the most 
important number in an HIV-positive 
person's life because it reflects the body's 
total of T-helper cells, essential to a 
healthy immune system. A healthy body 
has a CD4 count of about 1 ,000. If some
one with HIV has a CD4 count of200 or 
less, ARVs are essential. Nozuko receives 
Zerit, Stocrin, and Videx. Because the 
drugs have not yet been approved by the 
Department of Health, Nozuko receives 
them in Dr. Hoffinan's home instead of 
the hospital. The cost is between R700 
and R800 per month (about $100-$120 
U.S.). Dr. Hoffman advises that Nozuko 
may experience fatigue, nausea, or rashes. 

At the same time, Dr. Hoffman herself 
starts a course of the antiretroviral AZT 
for one month-while suturing a stab
bing victim at the hospital, she received a 
needle prick. That patient's blood tested 
HIV-positive. 

Healthcare workers in clinics and hos
pitals are vulnerable to HIV every day. 
Because of the potential for accidental 
transmission, many hospitals keep a sup
ply of the antiretroviral medication AZT 
available to the staff. The course of med
ication must be started within 72 hours of 
exposure and maintained for one month. 

Dr. Hoffman, a mother of four, braces 
herself for the predicted side effects of 
AZT. While she expects to take the med
ications for one month, Nozuko expects 
to have to take them for the rest of her life. 

December 2002, 
Hietvlei Village 

Nozuko's liver decides to act up, like 
one more kid jumping into a schoolyard 
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fray. It takes a month in King Edward 
H ospital in Durban to diagnose the ail
ment. It is difficult to separate Nozuko's 
symptoms from the side effects of the ARV 
therapy. Dr. Hoffman reluctantly stops all 
medications, including the ARV, giving 
Nozuko's liver an opportunity to recover. 
The doctor wants to resume the ARVs 
within a few months, hoping Nozuko's 
system will not develop resistance to both 
medications in the meantime. 

Nozuko finds a small house to rent 
close to the Hoffmans' and the hospi
tal so her health can be closely moni
tored. This enables her to keep her 
children with her. Two ofNozuko's sis
ters are with her as well. Her daught~r, 
Nqobile, will soon join her and attend 
the local school. 

Nozuko likes living in Riervlei. 
She's near her sidekick, Nonjambulo, 
and has made friends in the commu
nity. "I didn't have any friends in my 
village," Nozuko says, smiling. "I only 
had sisters." 

In addition to working as a coun
seling team for the hospital, Nozuko and 
Nonjambulo also conduct weekly sup
port group sessions on Wednesdays. The 
first attendance was disastrous, but the 
numbers have been increasing since by 
three or four new members every week. 

"We spend our time talking about 
problems we have and concentrate on 
making the other people feel at home. 
Some don't know what to do, and they are 
relieved when they see us talking. They see 
it's not only they who have problems." 

Nozuko's own daughter, Nqobile, battles HIY, 
occasionally becoming seriously ill with a 
chronic upper respiratory infection. 
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March 2004, Hietvlei Village 
Nozuko shoots from one end of the 

hospital room to the other holding the 
metal bedpan in gloved hands, thrusting 
it toward the retching patient like an out
field ball player desperately reaching for a 
fly ball. She had fetched the pan for her 
friend Tenjiwe who is in the hospital and 

nauseous with AIDS-related TB, but 
instead answered the more desperate call 
of the woman on the other side of the 
room. Fortunately, Tenjiwe ended up not 
needing the bedpan after all. 

Nozuko's round figure is out of place 
on this ward, in this room of five women 
who endure the days mostly in weary 
silence. Her T-shirt conveys silent irony 
with the telltale red ribbon on the front 
and the words glaring across the back, "I 
care enough to help-do you?" 

Tenjiwe may not recover from 
TB, and she reminds Nozuko of 
this at the close of her daily visit. 
She cries and asks Nozuko, 
"What if this is the last time we 
ever see each other?" Nozuko 
can't answer that question with 
words, so she replies with a shrug. 
She doesn't jerk Tenjiwe around 
with promises of certain recovery. 
"We will see the morning when it 
comes, because it might not 
come." Nozuko has seen AIDS 
win too many times to deny the 
bitter taste of it. 

She does try to cheer Tenjiwe 
with chatter about this and that, 
inducing an occasional smile. 
Then she jokes about how, 

despite the T-shirt's display of her HIV 
status, rumors once circulated that 
Nozuko was a prostitute. Tenjiwe grimly 

reports the latest rumor that Nozuko has 
been cured ofHIV by a pill from overseas 
and now does nothing for the others. 
Nozuko shrugs these things off. More 
good than bad responses have come from 
her public disclosure. She offsets the nega
tivity with small gestures, like flying across 
a hospital room with a bedpan for a vom
iting stranger. 

Nozuko struggles just to keep her own 
head above water. Recently 
she has been doing trans
lating for the dentists at the 
hospital, which produces 
some income. Supporters 
of her efforts chip in for the 
children's schooling and 
the roof over their heads. 

Meanwhile, Nozuko has 

Nozuko comforts her friend 
Tenjiwe a few days before 
Tenjiwe's death to AIDS. 
ARVs were still not available 
through the public health 
system at that time. 

taken a break from volunteer counseling. 
She had hoped to present her concern for 
the need for more counselors to the health 
minister, but the latter did not make it for 
a scheduled visit. "I was very, very disap
pointed," Nozuko grumbles. "Every
where there are patients who are not get
ting the counseling they need because 
there is no one to do it. . . . Many of the 
women who come into maternity can't 
even get tested because there is no one to 
counsel them." Women who have not 
been counseled and tested do not have the ' 
opportunity to use nevirapine at the time 
of birth. The need for the counseling 
process will be compounded during the 
distribution of antiretroviral medications, 
which the government has promised. 

Azola is now seven, and has excess 
energy that has been difficult to contain, 
sometimes leading to collisions with class
room structure and other embarrassments 
for his mother. In contrast, Nqobile, now 
ten, is a quiet, diligent pupil. 

The HIV virus saps Nqobile's physical 
energy with a chronic cough and occa
sional bouts of diarrhea. When others run 
in play, she stays behind and watches, but 
recently has been brighter and eager to 
attend school even when she is not feeling 
well. Her teacher, Mrs. Ncokazi Sylba
rose, has been supportive and has learned 
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by Dorian Hastings 

f} is difficult to know where to 
egin; the catastrophe is of huge 

proportions and ranges from the 
most intimate to the regional-and, in 
time, from the frightening moments of 
August 2005 to more than a year that has 
passed since Hurricane Katrina hit New 
Orleans and the Gulf Coast. In Louisiana 
alone, Hurricane Katrina left nearly 1,500 
people dead, 200 missing and presumed 
dead, and 200,000 people homeless; it 
impacted 71,000 businesses and cost 
300,000 jobs. The damage estimate as of 
May 2006 was $22 billion just in 
Louisiana. The hurricane impacted over 
108,000 square miles, almost two and a 
half times the area of Pennsylvania. This 
was a huge natural disaster. In New 
Orleans alone, 70 percent of the tree 
canopy was destroyed. If the levees pro
tecting New Orleans had held, the lives 
lost and the assessed damage costs would 

20 percent that suffered only downed 
trees and damaged roofs. 

According to the July 2006 Hurricane 
Katrina Index, published monthly by the 
Brookings Institution, and the Louisiana 
State University Hurricane Impact Atlas, in 
a city where 80 percent of its housing 
stock flooded and 50 percent (over 
105,000 units) were substantially dam

Madeline Haggans, of American Friends Service 
Committee, views an empty public housing project. 

aged, rents have increased 39 per
cent. Utility rates have increased 
30 percent and are threatening to 
go up to 50 percent. Just five of the 
13 public libraries, 21 percent of 
the public schools, and 55 percent 
of the area hospitals are open. 
Only 17 percent of buses are oper
ating, on 49 percent of the pre
Katrina routes. Meanwhile, the 
unemployment rate reached 7.2 
percent in June. Of a pre-Katrina 
population of 463,000, estimates 
now place the city's population at 
about 200,000, of which as many 
as 80,000 may be undocumented 
workers. Only 21 percent of the 
pre-Katrina childcare facilities 

have been but a fraction of the above. In 
fact, had the levees not failed catastrophi
cally, the city overall would look much as 
tourists see it, the "sliver by the river," the 

Dorian Hasting;, a member and recording clerk 
of Friends Meeting of New Orleans (La.), is a 
former community analyst with the City of New 
Orleans and a newly appointed project director 
for a New Orleans neighborhood association. In 
2004, she finished her dissertation on the histo
ry of planning and neighborhood development 
in New Orleans. 
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have opened. Without schools, homes, or 
childcare, workers cannot come home to 
help rebuild the city. 

Despite the devastation, it is still very 
important that people continue to visit us, 
to witness the pain as well as the progress 
and bring that information home to their 
friends and congresspeople. The 20 per
cent of the city that was relatively 
unharmed is bustling and ready to receive 
you. Come experience our unique cul
ture, support our local businesses, meet 

us, and talk to our neighbors. 
In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, 

Friends in the region have had three main 
concerns: to find one another and recon
struct our meeting; to help others find us 
and reconstruct our connections with 
Friends nationally; and to evaluate how 
we saw and continue to see our role in the 
reconstruction of our city. 

Friends Meeting of New Orleans is 
and has always been a relatively small 
meeting. Founded over 50 years ago, its 
membership has rarely numbered more 
than 12 to 15 over the decades, but atten
ders frequently find their way to our 
doors. The meeting met for many years in 
Friends' homes. We have been in our pres
ent quarters in the education annex of the 
Carrollton United Methodist Church for 
siX years. 

Though we are a fairly dose-knit fam
ily, because of our small size, we rarely 
cross paths outside of meeting. We gather 
from the far corners of the city, and even 
the region, at our modest space on the sec
ond floor. We try to exchange visits with 
Baton Rouge Meeting, 60 miles away, on 
fifth First Days. Every October, some of 
us manage to attend Bayou Quarterly 
Meeting in Lake Charles, about a three
hour drive from New Orleans, along with 
Baton Rouge Meeting and the much larg
er Houston Live Oak Meeting. At Easter
time, fewer of us manage to get to South 
Central Yearly Meeting, which meets out
side ofWaco, Texas. 

Yet it was just these tenuous connec
tions that brought us back together: first 
virtually, then physically. Those who 
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could, made their way to Baton Rouge for 
Bayou Quarterly Meeting on the second 
weekend of October 2005, and then, 
when reentry to the city was permitted, 
back to our home meeting space in New 
Orleans the following weekend. Though 
few of us were back in our homes, we 
gathered for attentive worship with very 
full hearts. 

Of our 13 current members, few es
caped even relatively unscathed. We wel
comed our newest member, Rogan 
Obidiah Jupiter Schenck, born to mem
ber Ben Schenck and Auna Rogan on 
October 19, 2005, in Texas. Their house 
suffered severe roof damage, and with the 
new baby it was some months before they 
could return. Our clerk experienced sig
nificant roof damage as well, and he has 
health problems that may force him to 
leave the city-because the healthcare sys
tem here is so, well, unhealthy. One mem
ber's home took a hit on the ground lev
el, but she was able to move into the 
upper story by Christmas. She lost her 
job, however, as principal of one of the 
top-performing schools in the 
city-her school was a block from 
one of the breaches and took in ten 
feet of water. She has only recently 
been hired back as a teacher. 

One member stayed in the city 
during Katrina because she worked 
in the health department, and vol
unteered to tend to the fragile and 
disabled housed in the Superdome, 
then cared for them as they even
tually were being evacuated. She 
spoke movingly at South Central 
Yearly Meeting of her experiences 
in that terrible week when no help 
was to be found. Her house was 
badly damaged by five feet of 
standing water, and she has relo
cated to Dallas, Texas, finding 
F/friends and comfort there. 

One of our elderly members 
evacuated to stay with her family 
in Mobile, Alabama, where she 
continues to reside. Another elder
ly member, a founder of our meet
ing, lived in a condo apartment in 
one of the suburbs; her apartment 
was severely wind-damaged and 
she lost all of her belongings. She 
has had to move, though she 
remains in the area. The rest of us 
are slowly putting our homes and 
families back together where we 
used to be. Meanwhile, we have 
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addressed the problem of post-disaster 
communication by creating and circulat
ing an emergency contacts list amongst 
ourselves. 

We will be forever grateful to the clerk 
of Baton Rouge Friends Meeting, Pam 
Arnold, who-by September 4, less than 
a week after the disaster-had contacted 
as many as half of our members and fre
quent attenders. She continues to field the 
countless inquiries of concerned Friends 
across the country from New Paltz, N.Y., 
and Tallahassee, Fla., to Honolulu, 
Hawaii. She worked with South Central 
Yearly Meeting to set up a virtual bulletin 
board for us, and accepted donations to 
establish the Baton Rouge Friends Katri
na Fund. Over $20,000 was collected 
and dispersed to address the needs of 
Friends in New Orleans and the region, 
helping to make us whole and bring us 
back to pre-Katrina status. Funds have 
been given directly to our meeting as well, 
and following a worship sharing session 
we determined that they would be used 
primarily for community projects and for 

people outside of our meeting. 
The expressions of concern and com

fort have been overwhelming. Over the 
past months, our small meeting has 
swelled to two or three times its usual size, 
with volunteers visiting us through Inter
mountain Yearly Meeting, who were help
ing to repair a Native Aunerican commu
nity in Terrebonne Parish; other Friends 
volunteering with groups or on their own; 
and volunteers from local efforts such as 
Common Ground. We were extremely 
gratified to represent Friends Meeting of 
Washington, D.C., by presenting their 
check for $16,000 to the New Orleans 
Public Library to help open a branch in 
the 9th Ward. At the opening ceremony, 
local residents were present not only to 

celebrate, but to check out books and use 
Internet services. Many still have spotty 
electric and phone service, or none at all, 
so these links-and an air-conditioned 
respite-are vital for their recovery. 

Still another meeting, Clear Creek, in 
McNabb, Ill., has adopted the Westwego 
Public Library, supplying the severely 

damaged facility with new 
children's books and materials 
and sponsoring its summer 
reading program. Little Rock 
(Ark.) Meeting has launched a 
"bunk bed" project to con
struct hundreds of beds for 
families throughout the re
gion. Meanwhile, scores of in
dividuals, some sponsored by 
their meetings, have arrived 
over the past year to help in 
the ongoing relief effort. It is 
an incredible and affirming 
representation of Quaker val
ues and spirit that affords the 
Light to shine anew for many 
in this devastated region. 

Aunerican Friends Service 
Committee allotted $10,000 
of the more than $2 million 
that it collected to projects 
that we targeted as worthy 
and having the greatest im
pact. Through this, our meet-

Representatives of 
three organizations 
supported by Friends 
Meeting of New 
Orleans gathered for 
a January 2006 
meeting while AFSC 
representatives were 
in town. 
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ing was able to direct $4,000 to 
Common Ground, which was 
the first organization on the 
scene with doctors and medical 
assistance--even before the Red 
Cross; and $2,000 each in 
matching funds to the follow
ing: Israelite Baptist Church, for 
a psychiatric social worker; 
Mary Queen of Vietnam for a 
large generator (the community 
lacked any electric service for 
months); and UNITY for the 
Homeless of Greater New Orleans to 
match a U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development grant for hous
ing counseling. AFSC's General Secretary 
for U.S. Regions Madeline Haggans and 
Southeast Regional Office Director Betti 
Knott brought the checks to New 
Orleans, toured the city, and met with us 
and with the recipients. 

Now, more than a year later, there are 
still many unanswered questions: How 
will our neighbors come home? How will 

Housing 
More than half of the city's housing 

stock has been destroyed. What is left is 
now priced far beyond what most can 
afford. It is hard enough for homeown
ers to comply with all the conditions set 
by the government insurance compa
nies, FEMA requirements, and SBA 
loans. But renters--and a majority of 
New Orleans citizens were renters-
have little or no recourse to help them 
return. The city's housing authority was 
under receivership of HUD prior to 
Katrina, and HUD has boarded up all 
but 800 units of the thousands that 
exist. Moreover, Alphonso Jackson, the 
current HUD secretary, has deter
mined that most of the housing proj
ects in the city will be demolished. 
These actions have not only effectively 
shut thousands of families out of their 
homes and communities, but out of 
decisions that will affect the city's devel
opment for generations to come. 

What you can do: 
• Catholic Charities (Archdiocese of New 

Orleans) and Rebuilding Together, a 
program of the local nonprofit Preser
vation Resource Center, are calling for 

they be afforded the protection of the UN 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
which calls for the resettlement into their 
homes of all displaced people, including 
the residents of public housing, who have 
literally been locked out? Will a flood pro
tection system be built to withstand a 
Category Five hurricane? Reconstruction 
will only work if the coastal wetlands and 
barrier islands are restored. Will home 
insurance companies withdraw from the 
state altogether, preventing the rebuilding 

voluntem skilkd in building--carpm
tm, plumbm, electricians, and the like
to help eldm and the disabled to recon
struct their now gutted homes. Contact 
them at (504) 523-3755 or e-mail 
<ccano@archdiocese-no.org>. 

• Several communities are looking into the 
possibility of creating community land 
trusts that will be able to take donations. 
These trusts would help preserve and create 
affordable housing. These communities 
will probably welcome advice and expert
ise in such matters as they research sustain
able and just practices. 

Child care 
Often, families who have doubled- and 

tripled-up with relatives and friends in 
order to return to work in their home city 
are faced with the monumental difficulties 
of finding childcare. Of the 271 centers 
that existed before Katrina, only 58 have 
reopened. Because of the housing prob
lem, centers are short-staffed and unable 
to serve as many children. Many centers 
were destroyed by flooding and need equip
ment, books, toys, and other supplies. 

What you can do: 
• For more information, contact Agenda for 

Robin Morris, a member of Friends 
Meeting of New Orleans, talks with 
clerk Brad Ott in &ont of her 
school, Jean Gordon Elementary. 
Robin was the principal of this 
top-performing public school before 
it took on 10 feet of water. The 
school has not been touched since 
the stonn. 

ofhomes? Will there be the polit
ical will to address these and oth
er problems of critical national 
importance? There's much leg

islative work to be done on such issues. 
Despite all our hard work and the bil

lions of federal dollars in the pipeline, we 
become discouraged and then angry 
when faced with well-wishers, even 
among Friends, who feel the city should 
be left to the sea. When an overhead 
cement panel in the Boston "Big Dig" 
underground highway recently failed and 
killed a woman, the spot was declared a 

Continued on page 51 

Children at (504) 586-8509 or 
<www.agendaforchildren.org>. 

Schools 
The children of the storm are suf

fering. In the past year, many 
returned and had no schools to go to 
at all. Those enrolled in their adopt
ed homes have suffered stress and lost 
a good deal of learning time. Many 
children lost the entire school year. 
Accompanying that has been a hor
rific spike in the number of young 
men under the age of 18 being 
gunned down. Buildings need restora
tion, charter schools seek to supple
ment government funding, libraries 
seek to restock-there are endless 
needs associated with education at 
every level. Now, as local schools (a 
complex amalgam of public, state 
recovery, charter, and private) have 
opened for the new school year, there 
are shortages of qualified teachers. 

What you can do: 
• For more information on public 
schools and public charter schools, see 
<www. nolapublicschools. net>. 
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QUAKER SHOES 

At First Day meeting for worship 
all the shoes appear scuffed. 

Flat and sturdy on the gray carpet 
between the black legs of chairs 

unfolded in widening circles, 

not a high heel among them 
or polished shine, they point 

toward each other, saying "Thee." 

Henry's are so scuffed and scratched 
and caked with old paint or mud 

that they are a style to themselves 

as in van Gogh's painting of shoes 
I discover what it means to love shoes, 

how I cannot say beautiful 

about either the shoes or the painting, 
but rather the gift of the shoes 

to my seeing. 

I think of Henry's roundabout path 
in our last conversation-

to the heart of the Bhagavad Gita. 

How I almost silenced him, or silenced, 
I should say, my own listening 

as one might, after so many begats 

and thou shalt nots in the first tales, 
leave off before the god drives his chariot 

down the center between sparkling slippers 

and used-up boots, singing love one another 
even as I have loved you. Someone breaks the silence 

of meeting with uncertain light. 

As she speaks I learn for a second and third time 
about shoes. How the Light is not in the least 

uncertain, only scuffed 

by its particular history, crafted 
by its particular foot. 

- Maryhelen Snyder 
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THE PEREGRINE AND THE QUAKER 

A falcon dropped in the other day. 
I was having lunch and so was he. 
Chicken soup for me; pigeon for him, BYOP. 
And so at lunch, three birds and me. 

Our garden has no gate. It's walls around. 
But he is welcome. Pigeons are not. 
They do leave such a mess, as this one found 
Against his will. Feathers and bones 
Plucked and shook on the killing ground. 

I didn't see the kill. Perhaps he caught the prey 
In flight and glided in with lunch enclawed for privacy. 

A peregrine, says the book, but no traveling pilgrim he; 
This fellow nests nearby atop the Franklin Bridge. 
Soaring over the city's roofs he sees our birch and lets that tree 
Beacon his dive into our walled garden. 
Protected there, he eats in peace, indifferent or unaware of me. 

We don't see pigeons here this month. 
Later when we feed the finches in the snow 
The pigeons come in flocks to eat the spillage. 
They'll leave a mess behind, we know. 
Come back then, my peregrine. Lunch on me. 

In swamp and bracken my birder friends 
Seek fowls of song and flight. 
How generous of my peregrine 
To make our own backyard the site 
Of urban nature's appetite. 

And you, our friends, may drop in too. 
No need for birch or pigeon. 
We take our nourishment from Friends; 
In fact that's our religion. 

-John Harkins 

Maryhefen Snyder 
lives in \IJenna, ~. 

john Harkins lives 
in Philadelphia, Pa. 

15 



Tore = two ways to bo an acrivi<e 
from a place of pain- anger, self-right
eousness, blame, or despair--or from a 
place of love and delight. The latter has 
long eluded me. In fact, it seemed ridicu
lous. How could I work for peace or jus
tice or environmental healing without 
being upset? Wasn't some kind of anger a 
prerequisite for doing the hard work, stay
ing committed, and not giving up? And 
how could I look at what is happening in 
our nation, our forests, our planet with
out being horrified and fUrious, and peri
odically swallowed by grief? 

Tina Tau McMahon is a member of Multnom
ah Meeting in Portland, Oregon. She is a found
ing member of the McKenzie River Gathering, 
a social change foundation in Oregon. For 25 
years she has been on the board of Northwest 
\%mens History Project. She has been a volun
teer with American Friends Service Committee 
and served on staff at Pendie Hill, john U:i0oi
man School, and Hidden Hill Friends Center in 
Fairbanks, Alaska. Byron Katies website is 
<www. thework. com>. 
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by Tina Tau McMahon 

Despair, however, did not actually 
make me that effective. It took a long time 
for me to see this. I would cry and cry, 
caught on the twigs of every instance of 
degradation or violence that I witnessed 
or heard about. One healer called me "the 
crying woman" afrer a Mexican mytho
logical being who cried on behalf of the 
world. Another eventually asked me, 
"Have you always been this way?" Yes, I 
have. I thought my suffering made me 
one of the good guys. Even ifl wasn't real
ly doing much to stop the oncoming 
cataStrophe, at least I could see it coming. 
At least I cared. At least I loved the plan
et, and sided with its pain. 

I'm not saying this grieving didn't help 
me. It did. Crying made me feel better, 
and less hopeless, for little chunks of time. 
It kept me in touch with my longing to 
make a difference, to put my life in front 
of the train, to avert the global meltdown. 
It did not get me in front of the train, but 
it kept me from being armored against the 
news; it kept me from denial. It held me 
in the arms of my longing. It kept alive in 

When someone 
asks what 
there is to do, 
light the candle 
in their hand. 

-Rumi 

me the questions: What shaU I do? Where 
is the point of greatest leverage for me in this 
crisis? Is this a stoppable train? Where do I 
stand-where do I lay my life down for 
what I love? 

To paraphrase Rainer Maria Rilke: If 
you live in the question long enough, 
even tually you may live your way into the 
answer. I leaned up against my grief and 
despair until I found a way through. I still 
feel a little embarrassed about claiming 
this way of peace that I have found. I 
recall how superior I felt to people who 
said they had "found it"-found The 
Way. I knew it couldn't be true: any path 
that claimed to have the answer had to be 
a limited one, had to exclude other truths 
and shrink from the immense, unname
able Mystery. A friend's bumper sticker 
says, "God is too big ro fit into one reli
gion," and I heartily agree. So how could 
my discovery not be a betrayal of my ear
lier, reasonable skepticism? 

I have found something big enough, 
because it does not involve believing any
thing. It is, rather, a path of inquiry--of 

November 2006 FRIENDS JoURNAL 



questioning what I believe-<>f examin
ing the effects of what I think. Gradually, 
the belief systems that used to bind and 
hun me are unraveling, dissolving- letting 
me go. I am growing swifter, more nim
ble at recognizing stressful thoughts as 
they come into my head and stick there. I 
write them down, question them, and 
emerge on the other side with the kinder 
flavor of reality in my mouth. Doing this 
simple, quiet process of inquiring-hun
dreds of times now, on various thoughts
has left me with energy, hope, commit
ment, and delight where I formerly felt 
despair. I still see the same degradation and 
impending challenges for humanity, and 
they no longer mean to me what they used 
to mean. An astonishing person named 
Byron Katie taught me this method of 
inquiry, which she calls "The Work." 

Here's an example of an inquiry I did 
on a stressful thought that plagued me: If 
I don't suffer, that means I don't care. (Bear 
in mind that as I face these questions, I 
look for the answers somewhere deep in 
my body; it is a kind of listening medita
tion. You might say that I am letting my 
heart, not my mind, answer.) 

1. Is that true? 
Yes. It seems true. 

2. Can you absolutely know that it's true? 
No, I guess I can't really know that. I can 

think of times (for instance, with my chil
dren) when I care deeply about them but 
don't suffer, even when they are hurting. 

3. How do you react when you believe that 
thought-that if you don't suffer it means 
you don't care? 

I suffer! I cry on behalf of prisoners, 
soldiers, women, starving children, peo
ple with AIDS, Native peoples long dead, 
gorillas, my descendants, and so on. I feel 
paralyzed with grie£ I can't figure out 
what to do because there is so much to 
care about. I eat compulsively. I turn off 
the radio whenever something too intense 
comes on, because I am tired of crying. I 
feel very tired, and usually have to take a 
nap in the afternoon. I tighten my shoul
ders and neck. I try to stay busy. I bustle 
around so that at least no one will catch 
me sitting still. I give money to Amnesty 
International because torture is the hard
est issue for me; I cringe and am terrified 
at the thought of it, and I suffer. I identi
fy with the victims of war, and feel right
eous and justified at being angry at the 
oppressors. I take sides. I feel small and 
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powerless and angry. I get comfort from 
being with people who agree with me, who 
agree that things are terrible and scary. 

4. Who would you be without the thought? 
Hmm. It's hard to imagine, but it seems 

that I would be a lot lighter. I'd be free to 
care about people without being in pain 
myself, and I might actually be able to 
help them more. I wouldn't feel so sad and 
small. It definitely feels better, a big relie£ 

5. Turn the thought around to its opposite. 
I can care without suffering. 

6. Does that seem as true or truer? 
It seems a lot truer, actually. 

1. Can you give some examples? 
Ifl'm sitting with someone who is sick, 

I am a much better visitor ifl am not suf
fering, and remain open, so they don't 
have to deal with my suffering as well as 
their own. I'm a better listener, too, to my 
children or friends or clients, when I'm 
not suffering. My own stuff doesn't get in 
the way, and I can be present to them. 

8. So, Tina, is it true that if you don't suf 
fer, it means you don't care? 

No, I can see that it isn't true. I am of 
more use when I'm not suffering, in fact. 
That feels a lot better. 

Byron Katie, who formulated this 
process, had an immense breakdown and 
awakening experience 20 years ago, and 
she says that when she awakened out of 
her own rage and depression, she "woke 
up as The Work." She saw that when she 
believed her thoughts about reality, she 
suffered, and when she didn't believe 
them, she was free. She now teaches The 
Work all over the world, and is almost 
always traveling-from Soweto, South 
Africa, to the Occupied Territories to Los 
Angeles to Amsterdam-wherever she is 
invited to come and offer this simple, rad
ical method of opening up to the wisdom 
of life beyond beliefs. 

There is something amazing about 
asking these questions and really listening 
inside for the answers. It can be tempting 
to shortcut and jump right to the turn
around, but "working" a thought and 
questioning it is what helps to dissolve it 
in a way that going right to the turn
around does not. Ifl believe, for instance, 
that the world is scary, then making an 
affirmation by trying to believe the oppo
site- the world is not scary-just does 
not have the power to convince me. The 
mind is too clever for that. Deep, open 

questioning can enable one to let go of a 
thought when an affirmation or turn
around would not. 

So what does this process specifically 
offer to activists? What has it offered me as 
an activist and as someone committed to 
peace? It can offer activists a tremendous 
gift: the possibility of doing our work 
without dragging around our pain. Ques
tioning thoughts such as, "I need my anger 
to motivate me"; "We're doomed"; "Those 
warmongers are so wrong"; and others 
like them can free us to move and help 
without discouragement and bitterness. 

I see this as a process or an undertak
ing to commit to like any spiritual prac
tice. I certainly have not questioned all my 
stressful thoughts yet. I've done The Work 
for a couple of years, almost every day, 
and I expect to continue doing it. After 
two years I notice that I have more ener
gy, less desire to blame, less sense of vic
timization, less sense of superiority or 
inferiority, less need to be "right," more 
confidence, a greater capacity to listen 
without judging, more creativity, more 
humor, and more kindness. What a relief! 

Two other important things have 
changed for me. First, I have more hope. 
This doesn't mean I think that things will 
turn out the way I want them to. I don't 
know how they will turn out. What is 
new is that I trust that what happens will 
be in the great hands of the Mystery and 
is not my business to manage. This 
enables me to keep going, to trust and 
engage without despair, and to do my lit
tle part. 

And second, I feel big enough to 
endure pain. I have room for whatever 
pain people bring to me because I know 
the way through. I have touched the 
ground of benevolence, and that has giv
en me the confidence to walk through the 
darkness with people who are shocked 
and confused by their pain. I know there 
is a way through, so their distress and 
mine no longer scare me. Together we will 
question what we think. It is as simple
and as vast- as that. 

Being at peace, it turns out, does not 
leave me with less desire or energy to work 
for peace, but with more. I don't know if 
the train is stoppable; I no longer even 
know for sure that there is a train. But I 
do know where to stand: in the love of 
each person who faces me, and the plan
et that has brought us miraculously into 
being. I will follow, as Byron Katie says, the 
kindest thought that leads to action. 0 
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WHAT ARE 
FRIENDS 
CALLED TO 
TODAY? Challenging Certainty 

by Scott Simon 

I believe that Friends are called to 
reHect anew on our relationship with 
animals. 
This concern dates back at least to John 
Woolman, who wrote, "Be careful that 
the love of gain draw us not into any busi
ness which may . . . bring unnecessary 
trouble to any of God's creatures." I ex
pect that only decades from now, our rou
tine use of animals for food, clothing, cos
metic, and even medical research will be 
seen as barbaric and unscientific. The more 
we learn about animals, the harder it is to 
accept the ways we have comfortably de
fined them as inferior crea-

to regard animals as the same as humans. 
But you do not have to believe that ani
mals are equal to humans to believe that 
they are fellow passengers on the planet 
and entitled to fundamentally decent 
treatment. I do not think that vegetarian
ism, plastic shoes, and homeopathic treat
ments have to be the ultimate moral 
choices, yet I respect those who make 
them. I think that Friends can usefully 
reflect on the ways we can make the wel
fare of animals a guiding principle. It 
seems to be a natural progression from 
Friends' opposition to slavery. 

tures to be harvested for our 
use. Animals evince feelings 
and empathy; they can be 
self-sacrificing. We deny 
those traits in ourselves if we 
are closed to beholding them 
in animals. 

I do not like the term ani
mal righrs; it seems to ask us 

Scott Simon hosts Weekend Edi
tion-Saturday on National Pub
lic Radio. His most recent book is 
Pretty Birds, a novel set during 
the siege of Sarajevo. He is a for
mer member of Northside Meet
ing in Chicago, IlL, and Friends 
Meeting of Washington (D. C). 
He now irregularly attends 
Friends meetings in New York 
City (Morningside, Fifteenth 
Street) and other places. He is the 
author of two recent FRIENDS 

Demeaning 
terms like 
legal and 

illegal should 
be left to the 

I believe that Friends 
are called to be part of 
the spiritual family that 
includes and supports 
gay and transgendered 
people, and anyone 
with an orientation 
that may differ from a 
perceived majority. 
Laws are changing; pub
lic attitudes are changing 
even more swiftly. But 
while these changes pro
ceed, Quaker meetings 
have an important con
tribution to make as an 
association of people who 
already live in that light, 
and count themselves as 
blessed and enriched by 

newspapers, 
and not 

carried into 
Friends 

communities. 
jOURNAL articles: "Reflections on 
the Events ofSeptember 11 "(Dec. 
2001} and "To FRIENDS jOURNAL Readers: A 
Response" (May 2003). He has been asked to 
speak about some of his dissonant ideas at vari
ous Quaker schools and forums, and he is grate
ful for the warmth, courtesy, and fellowship with 
which he has been received. 
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such membership. 
I understand that this 

worries some people who feel that such 
inclusiveness will lead to the sanctioning 
of any living arrangement-from those 
adults who want to cohabit with multiple 
partners (which sounds like an awful lot 
of work, but nothing that I consider wor-

thy of prohibition or disdain), to those 
who are sexually attracted to children 
(which, call me hard-hearted, I am still 
glad to see outlawed). I do not believe that 
everyone who is opposed to same-sex 
marriages and families is a bigot, though 
some are. Some gay people are not enthu
siastic about same-sex marriage-they 
consider it an imitation of a failed family 
model developed by straight people. I pre
fer to believe that those opposed to same
sex marriage are people who will eventu
ally become reconciled, then tolerant, 
and, finally, guests at the wedding of a gay 
friend. 

I believe Friends are called to wel
come immigrants. 
Demeaning terms like legal and illegal 
should be left to the newspapers, and 
not carried into Friends communities. In 
fact, I am sometimes not even comfort
able with the term "immigrant," which 
seems to sanction a different identity for 
people who might come from opposite 
sides of an arbitrary border. I use it here 
only for clarity. 

I am concerned that Friends have 
allowed pacifism to become 
politicized and predictable. 
This can turn spiritual thinking into a 
political agenda, and come perilously 
close to adopting a creed. George Fox 
warned against that. So many Friends 
routinely say, "One man's terrorist is 
another man's freedom fighter," without 
grasping how this rhetorical construction 
lumps together Nelson Mandela, the late 
John Garang of Somalia, and Palestinian 
kids who throw stones at Israeli soldiers, 
with a cold and deliberate mass murderer 
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like Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, or the people 
who blew up schoolchildren in Beslan as 
a supposed blow for freedom. 

So many Friends who invoke the bro
mide, "You can only make peace with 
your enemies," will make more rationali
zations for the behavior of vicious brutes 
like Taliban officials or Saddam Hussein 
than they will for the principled ideals of 
people like Sam Brownback, Pope John 
Paul II, Mother Teresa, and Hillary Clin
ton, who honor conscientious moral 
qualms about abortion. There is some
times too much certainty among Friends 
on signature issues. This can be a sign of 
closed minds, as much as of 

do think Friends should try to be lucid 
and honest about what nonviolence can 
and cannot achieve as they assert its 
importance. 

Nonviolence has accomplished much 
over the past century, including, but not 
limited to: Gandhi's peaceful revolution 
in India (though this also cost millions of 
lives); the U.S. civil rights movement; the 
overturning of apartheid in South Africa 
(though the African National Congress 
was pointedly not pacifist); Corazon 
Aquino's defeat of the Marcos regime in 
the Philippines; and the toppling of tyran
nical communist regimes in the former 

Soviet Union and east
stalwart convictions. It 
smacks of imposing a creed. 

I think, for example, 
that the relationship many 
Friends have made for 
decades with environmen
talism may now close them 
to hearing an increasing 
number of environmental 
thinkers, including James 
Lovelock, Patrick Moore, 
and Steward Brand, who 
have come to believe that 
nuclear power may be the 
safest and cleanest source of 
energy. The Earth must 
support six billion people 
without adding to global 
warming; this may be a few 
billion more than wind 
farms, solar panels, and 
bicycle power can practical
ly support in the foreseeable 
future. Nuclear power may 
not turn out to be the best 
source of energy, but I don't 

You do not 
have to believe 
that animals 

are equal 
to humans 

to believe that 
they are fellow 

ern Europe (though we 
should recall that those 
regimes, with their vast 
prisons, secret police, 
and open repression of 
religion and dissidence, 
had many apologists 
among Friends, who 
became infatuated with 
their anti-imperialist 
bombast). 

On the other hand, I 
think that pacifism-its 
rhetoric sometimes bor
rowed by isolationists, 
ideologues, and bigots 
from Charles Lindbergh 
to Pat Buchanan-had 
no satisfying response to 
the genocide and mass 
murder in Bosnia and 
Kosovo, Rwanda, and 
Darfur, nor to the 
Holocaust, which was 
the defining event of 
the 20th century. Paci-

passengers on 
the planet and 

entitled to 
fundamentally 

decent 
treatment. 

believe that Friends should reflexively 
reject it because it challenges a 30-year-old 
assumption that nuclear energy will lead 
to nuclear weapons. Friends ask others to 
examine their basic beliefs, and Friends 
ought to be willing to do the same. 

I believe Friends are called to regard 
the costs as well as the achievements 
of nonviolence. 
This does not necessarily mean support
ing armed force, which some Friends
myself included-have done in particular 
circumstances. The world has enough 
spokespeople for that view. It does not 
mean considering war to be moral. But I 
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fists have been helpless 
in the face of too many crimes against 
humanity to assert that they have a prac
tical alternative to bloodshed. 

It was in covering the siege of Sarajevo 
that I encountered the flesh-and-blood 
cost of pacifism: it may allow the best peo
ple to die, while the worst ones prevail. I 
just do not see that leading to a better 
world, or even one in which pacifists can 
survive. Friends have often been sterling 
about pointing out the ways in which mil
itary action is cruel, misguided, murder
ous, wanton, witless, and wrong. Friends 
should be equally enterprising in con
fronting the ways in which pacifism can 
sometimes abet and rationalize cruelty, 
repression, and genocide. 

I do not believe that Friends should 
be more patriotic. 
Quite the contrary; it is important for the 
Religious Society of Friends to embody an 
identity beyond nationhood (my family 
and I rooted for France in the World Cup, 
and I wish that all nationalism were left at 
that level). But how many Friends in the 
U.S. realize that they often sound like par
tisans and apologists, if not patriots, for 
any regime that will thumb its nose at the 
United States? People who point out the 
moral senselessness of an assertion like, 
"We had to bomb the village to save it," 
may not realize they are slipping into the 
same kind of illogic by saying that Fidel 
Castro can be excused for jailing thou
sands of political prisoners to save his 
country fi:om U.S. influence. 

It is easy to be a Friend in the United 
States. If there is a Friend in prison for his 
or her beliefs, I do not know his or her 
name. And please don't tell me-because 
my sense of humor is not that good-that 
the U.S. criminal justice system is indis
tinguishable from North Korea's gulags 
because Leonard Peltier and Mumia Abu 
Jamal are in prison. That's not even com
paring apples and oranges. It's closer to 
comparing a few mealy potatoes to the 
Irish Potato Famine. 

Friends must seek to improve them
selves and the world. But I do not share 
the view of many I hear in meeting who 
so casually assert that the guiding influ
ences of U.S. culture are always racist, ho
mophobic, and misogynist. To a remark
able degree, principles embodied by 
Quakers have been exposed to and accept
ed by millions of people in the United 
States. Quakers can speak truth to power 
in this country and wind up on All Thingr 
Considered, Larry King Live, or the best
seller list, not in prison. As U.S. Friends 
are called to new challenges, it is only rea
sonable-it gives us a sense of propor
tion-to be grateful that we are part of a 
society in which we are able to freely live 
by its principles and to have an impact. 0 
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What Was Special about This Year's fGC Gathering 
by Carrie Glasby 

What an incredible week we had at the 
Friends General Conference Gathering! 
Sixteen hundred Friends gathered near 
Tacoma, Washington, for a week of wor
ship, workshops, plenaries, and fellow
ship. There were many circumstances that 
made this Gathering feel special: views of 
Mt. Rainier, planting peace trees, the songs 
of scones clattering on musical bricks, and 
the leafy, pastoral feel of Pacific Lutheran 
University's urban campus. Nearly half of 
this year's Gathering attenders carne from 
Western states! 

But when I asked Traci Hjelt Sullivan, 

FGC's new conference coordinatOr, what 
was most special for her about this Gath
ering, she listed a few specifics and then 
said, "But the most special aspect was that 
it wasn't special. It was like every other 
Gathering I've attended: a week tO step 
away from the world and recharge one's 
faith, an opportunity to surround oneself 
with Friends with similar yearnings and 
similar challenges, a concentrated time tO 
explore and to express what it means to be 
a Friend." 

I agree with Traci. I heard many stories 
of personal blessings at this Gathering. 
Many participants have tales of travel that 
transformed to pilgrimage, chance en
counters that led to deep listening- such 
gifts of the Spirit flowed all week long. 
Most have stOries of special experiences, of 
moments when the Light became a little 
clearer. These experiences make the Gath
ering special, and they happen every year. 

Carrie Glmby, development manager for Friends 
General Conference, is a member of Central 
Philadelphia (Pa.) Meeting. 

Negative vs. Positive Rules 
by Robert Renwick 
Picture this scene: 

I'm at Friends General Conference 
Junior Gathering, serving as support staff 
with kids entering third and fourth 
grades. Some members of my group are 
rioting. Our two coordinators are no
where tO be seen. 

My group's cheerleader says she's had a 
yen to lead a protest. This is her golden 
opportunity. Perched in a cherry tree she 
screams, "What do we want?" 

"Soccer!" her followers chant back. It 
turns out that one of the support staff 
from a neighboring Junior Gathering 
group had made off with our soccer ball, 
and the shouting children wanted it back. 

A member of the group suggested 
going tO his tent to get a replacement. 
"No," the coordinatOr said. "It's against 
the rules. We can't let you go off on your 
own during group time." 

Actually, what had been stressed at our 
orientation was that children in our age 
group couldn't leave the group unless 
accompanied by one of the adult staff and 
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at least one other child from the group. In 
retrospect, I realize that my creativity to 

come up with a solution had been inhib
ited by the negative terms in which the 
rule was presented. What if the rule had 
been expressed differently? "Children are 
allowed to leave the group if accompanied 
by a leader and at least one other child in 
the group." Possibly we'd have realized 
that the whole group could have gone to 
get the ball. Ironically, we discovered later 
that the tent in question was quite close to 
the soccer field. 

When we processed the whole 
episode the following evening, I was 
able tO admit that my leadership had 
been stifled, not just by the situation 
but by the way the rules had been 
framed. I aspire tO be a leader, and per
son, who accentuates the positive, and 
uses rules to benefit rather than oppress 
those for whom they're meant. 

Robert Renwick is a member of Morningside 
Meeting in New York, N. Y 

Gathering Light 
by Nancy E. James 

Today you are something similar to a 
beachcomber. You are a "lightcomber. " 

So began the instructions for Monday's 
Game of the Day in Julian and Mary Rose 
O'Reilley's workshop, "Living the Prayer 
oflmprovisation," at the 2006 Gathering. 
Until 9 AM Tuesday, we were to "look for 
Light and only for Light, no matter what 
name it may come under." 

I went Lightcombing in the Sparkling 
Lemonade Art Gallery, recalling a state
ment my watercolor teacher made back 
home: '~ an artist paints is light-not 
objects, but the fall of light upon them." 
I gazed on bold red and gold amid black 
and royal blue in a collage by Caroline 
Wildflower; on lavender, rose, ochre, and 
blue-gray behind silhouetted rocks in 
Chris Willard's photo "Rialto Beach Sun
set"; on the salmon-pink color in a little 
girl's dress and in the border of her white 
parasol echoing the cherry blossoms in 
Cynthia E. Kerman's "Japanese Garden." 

"Even shadows gather light," I once 
wrote in a poem inspired by my teacher's 
comment. In the gallery, I "combed" for 
the light breaking through windows of 
abandoned houses in photographs from 
the senior thesis of Emily Richardson, who 
died in an autO accident at age 23; in a 
post-9/1 1 stOneware sculpture by Gyllian 
Davies entitled ''After . . . ,"in which five 
bone-white angels holding golden boxes 
ride a boat across a block of charred wood; 
in the bright yellow behind a red-streaked, 
dark green bud in Paula Draper's mixed 
media "Iraqi Spring," the square acrylic 
painting draped in sheer black net. 

Here are a few names by which Light is 



sometimes identified· gentleness, innocence, 
goodwil4 lightheartedness, kindliness, joy. 

That evening, the international folk 
dance series featured "Dances of Univer
sal Peace." In one dance, we moved in a 
circle, holding our clasped hands high
imagining the candles we would hold if 
we were doing this dance in Armenia. In 
another Light-filled dance, we each faced 
one other person, joined hands as part
ners, and circled left, then right, as every
one sang, ''All I ask of you is forever to 
remember me as loving you." Then, with 
arms held high, we twirled and moved to 
a new partner, singing Aramaic words 
with the same meaning. The pattern 
repeated until each of us had danced with, 
and sung to, everyone else. 

For one day, you are not interested in 
guilt, grievances, conflict, fear, or judgments. 

Of course, I understood that the 
O'Reilleys' game was not about literal 
light in art, nor virtual light in imagined 
candles. Between my visit to the gallery 
and joining the dance, I had other occa
sions to comb for spiritual Light. Through 
phone calls, a certain local cause for con
cern had followed me and a few others of 
my meeting to the Gathering. We held 
hurried conversations about the problem. 

You ckJ not attack the evidences of darkness. 
To do that is to collect darkness. You 

will merely overlook them as you 
would overlook seaweed if your pur
pose was to find shells. 

The Game of the Day helped me to 
direct my gaze away from dark patch
es in the situation and to envision, 
instead, Light falling upon everyone 
involved. The artist paints not only 
swilight but also the light that sifts 
through shadows and illuminates the 
reality that the shadows touch. Light
combing works. 

Nancy E james is a member of Pittsburgh 
(Pa.) Meeting. 
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Quaker Peace Tree 
by Nancy E. James 
A living witness 
that we pray will outlive the occasion of war 
Planted by Friends General Conference 
Gathering of Friends july 2006 

On First Day 
a fledgling Pacific Red Cedar 
stands newly set in soil. 
A trough circling tts base 
awatts the ceremony of spades 
to complete the planting. 

Worshipers tread silently 
from meeting to lawn. 
Some bring water, carried 
from their own ponds and brooks. 

Beside the tree a dove-gray pole, 
painted wtth green leaves, whtte flowers
a totem lent by tts artist. 

On Third Day 
news of missiles-a vigil. 
Poster on pole testifies, 
"We envision a world in which weapons 
will have no place 
but in museums' dusty shelves." 

On Fourth Day 
a flock of paper cranes, 
diverse in size and color, 
rests in the cedar's branches. 
Later, the birds have flown 
but a tub of water floats 
btts of straw, flecks of dust, 
plastic cups for hands to dip and pour. 

On Sixth Day 
the tree stands solitary-
at a distance, two full-grown cedars 
side by side as though watchful parents. 
Plaque on commemorative stone 
prays that the young tree will stand 

when training planes from nearby base 
no longer pass darkly overhead, 
troubling the blue Northwestern sky. 
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Tra~eling 
with the friends Directory 
by Sandy and Tom Farley 

We planned our drive from California 
to the 2006 FGC Gathering carefully, 
arranging to meet our daughter and son
in-law at the Portland, Oregon, airport. 
We returned them there after the Gather
ing and then asked ourselves, "Do we 
really want to rise early and drive all 675 
miles home tomorrow? Could we take 
two days and see central Oregon rather 
than the Willamette and Rogue Valleys 
again from 1-5?" 

In our new Directory for Traveling 
Friends we found the name of Mel lvey 
who lives near Klamath Falls, Oregon. The 

directory said that he had 
animals-no problem 
for us-and that he was a 
member of Klamath Falls 
Friends Church of Evan
gelical Friends Interna
tional. We've had positive 
experiences meeting ev
angelical Friends at Gath
erings, through Friends 
World Committee for 
Consultation, and the 

Internet, so we called. Yes, a bed and break
fast was available. Mel sounded friendly 
and gave us good directions. 

The next morning we drove leisurely 
along the Columbia River gorge to The 
Dalles before turning south to explore the 
eastern slope of the Cascades. The road 
was not an interstate so we traveled a bit 
slower, lunching on nuts, biscotti, and 
lemonade we had with us. We took a side 
trip up to Crater Lake: snow, snow, more 
snow, and a deep blue lake. After dinner 
in Klamath Falls, we followed Mel's direc-
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tions to his house in Merrill. 
Several hours of pleasant con

versation ensued as our mutual love 
of history, gardens, and care for ani
mals led us to many shared stories. 
You couldn't buy such accommo
dations! Horses, cat, dog, and fruit 
trees live peacefully together on the 
bank of the Lost River, beyond 
which we saw fields of grain with 
Mt. Shasta as a backdrop. 

On First Day morning we 
joined Mel at Klamath Falls 
Friends Church (check its website 
at <WWW.kffriends.org>) for pro
grammed worship on the theme of "let
ting go." With benches arranged in a hol
low diamond shape with a candle, Bible, 
and river stones in the center, it could 
have been a Hicksite meeting room. The 
pastor shared leadership with two other 
women. We remembered one of the four 
songs they sang from the World Gather
ing of Young Friends website and joined 
in confidently. There was a period of 
extended silence before as well as twice 
during the service, one of unbroken con
templation and one moving into worship 
sharing. Children stayed for the whole 
hour. This felt much like the semipro
grammed family worship our meeting 
sometimes has on frfrh First Days. 

As we left, Friends were eating bagels 
and getting ready for meeting for busi
ness. We felt warmly welcomed. It was a 
worship experience we would not have 
had but for Mel lvey deciding that a 
Directory for Traveling Friends listing 
might bring interesting visitors. He came 
to central California later in the summer 
and arranged through the Directory to 
stay with Friends we know, who were 
delighted by his visit. The world gets 
smaller if we take time to share time with 
one another. 

Are you listed in the Directory? We are, 
though we don't have a spare bedroom at 
the moment. Still we've had good experi
ences hosting Friends on our couch. 

Sandy and Tom Farley are members of Palo Alto 
(Calif.) Meeting. 

Grounded in 
the Calling 
by Pamela Haines 

When I lead the morning program of 
Junior Gathering, I am anchored by our 
staff's early morning meeting for worship. 
One reason I find that time together so 
powerful is that there is such a sense of 
common work. We are gathered to be 
grounded, to ready ourselves for service in 
the hours ahead. We are centering, open
ing, filling up-not for individual refresh
ment, but because there is work for us to 
do. This year at the Gathering, the prayer 
in my heart each day was that I might be 
a blessing to the children. 

When I mentioned this experience to 
a friend, she said, "Isn't that what any 
monthly meeting's worship should be 
like? We all know each other's calling, we 
gather together to wait and listen, prepar
ing ourselves to be sent out to follow that 
call." This is a very different perspective 
on meeting for worship than what I think 
is, unfortunately, too common: scattered 
individuals being drawn toward a bit of 
peace and centered time after their sepa
rate busy weeks. I'm grateful to the Junior 
Gathering for the opportunity to experi
ence meeting for worship in this focused 
and powerful way. 

Pamela Haines is a member of Central Philadel
phia (Pa.) Meeting. 
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Labels 
by LaVerne 

Shelton 

Received in 
Meetingfor Worship 

with Attention to 
Racial Healing 

That label that comes to mind, 
When first I encounter you

"Vain son of a banker" 
"Lighted-headed New Ager" 

"Smug and complacent grandfather"
Colors our encounter, 

May throw me into a loop around Mars. 

What are you? What am I? 
Blessed or cursed by position, 

Thwarted by privilege, 
Enhanced by chains, 

I am rebellious of any categorization. 
Yet conformity to normity 
Stinks of milk gone sour 

On its own sweetness and light. 

Great Spirit is among us-
With me and thee, as our labels bump 

Upon, within, and without our minds and hearts. 
We find paradox

That the labels can occlude 
The divine love that connects us one to another. 

But, encounters without labels, like players without roles, 
Wander in empty improvisation. 

Work of Spirit cries out for diverse hands: 
Here an artist, there an accountant, 

There a teacher. 
Here a green and growing curiosity. 

There an impetuousness or grievance that starts a process, 
Here the plodding and attention that carries it forward, 

Elsewhere the energy and understanding 
That guides it to completion. 
Labels, as arrows, can direct, 

Without resemblance to referents. 

When labels bump, one against the other, 
That conflict can be prelude to divine mystery

Or an etude of Hell. 
They also serve as steps on the ladder of connection. 

And, labels, as useful hand- and footholds, 
May be discarded once they serve as openings for the climb. 

Existence taken for its absence, 
Metaphor confounded with revelation, 

Or labels proudly dressed in fabrication 
May clarify truth, 

As stars are most visible in the darkest of heavens. 
Let us display our signs at every motion, 

That we may see the falseness! 
And, when our perspectives are discovered to confound reality, 

Self and god-se~. 

Juxtaposed, 
Are enflamed by each other. 

And universal love tossed forth, 
From that crucible of combustion. 

La Verne Shelton serves as philosopher, teacher, and musician 
in Madison (Wis.) Meeting and in her work community at 
Yahara House, a clubhouse for people with severe and persist
ent mental illness; and as a community organizer in and 
around Madison. A version of this poem was received in Meet
ing for Worship with Attention to Racial Healing through La 
Verne Shelton. It has been revised for publication. 



T he Quaker road is not for those who 
would sit quietly on their benches. 
On some days it means we hold up 

mirrors that reflect truths about ourselves that are 
difficult to accept. On others, it means we strug
gle with the complexities of layered issues and the 
added burden-and gift-of discernment. On 
still others, particularly when we're bearing wit
ness in jerusalem or Baghdad or Darfur, it 
means that we can be called upon to make what 
has been viewed as the ultimate sacrifice. 

This month our reviewers are drawn from 
the ranks of those who do a lot of the heavy lift
ing/or us. Few of them say what we want to hear. 
Ron Mock tells us that our fozzy pacifism no 
longer works. Marty Grundy reminds us that the 
Religious Society of Friends is, simply by defini
tion of the word "religious, "an organization of 
those who believe in God. J Brent Bill lets us 
know whose side God is on. Lloyd Lee Wilson 
helps us weigh the strengths of a meeting. Eliza
beth Boardman explains why we can't keep 
revving our fax machines and wait for the next 
election to get rid of George W Bush. Susan jef 
fers cautions us about throwing the Biblical baby 
out with the bathwater. Cynthia jones urges us 
to re-examine the power of a Spirit-led process. 
Max L. Carter finds wisdom in the everyday. 
And, when spiritual questions are raised, Kirsten 
Backstrom wonders if we should be seeking def 
inite answers. "When dealing with the meaning 
of our lives and deaths, "she writes, "many of the 
best 'answers' involve an openness to the ques
tioning process itself, a willingness to experience 
the limits of what we can know, [and] a sense of 
awe at the mystery beyond our certainties. " 

I am humbled by the wisdom of these 
Friends. They do not all offer a comfortable view 
of the world, but they speak to my condition. 

I am gratefol for their service. 

- Ellen Michaud, book review editor 

At Peace and Unafraid: 
Public Order, Security, and 
the Wisdom of the Cross 
Edited by Duane K Friesen and Gerald 
Schlabach. Herald Press, 2005. 456 pages. 
$19.99/softcover. 

Modern life is ratcheting up the pressure 
on Christian pacifists. The global spread of 
democracy and terrorism has left us no place 
to hide. 

Pacifism evaporated from official Christian 
doctrine as a result of the dilemma we can 
imagine Roman emperor Constantine faced 
when he converted- how to love his enemies 
(and thus, obviously, not kill them) and his 
neighbors (whose safety was his responsibility). 

Theologians developed "just war" doc-

trines in response to Constan
tine's dilemma, relegating paci
fism to the margins in Christian 
life. Quakers' arrempt in colo
nial Pennsylvania to revive paci
fism as a foundation for public 
order petered out during the 
American Revolution. 

Since Constantine, Christian 
pacifism has hidden behind one 
of two skirrs. Pacifists flourish 
among separatist groups who 
avoid participation in politics 
and government, leaving to 
unbelievers the dirty work of 
fighting crime, suppressing ter
rorism, and defending the 
nation. Others, including many 
Quakers, join in governing but permit their 
pacifism to go a lirtle fuzzy when it comes to 
the coercive aspects of police work or interna
tional collective security (e.g., United Nations 
peacekeeping missions). 

Bur neither separatism nor fuzzy pacifism 
works anymore. Democracy gives everyone a 
voice in government, so not participating is 
just shirking. And global terrorism means we 
no longer have the luxury of irresponsibility. 
We are all on the front lines, so we desperate
ly need clearer insights all rhe way to rhe bot
tom of Constantine's dilemma, and practical 
means of putting rhose insights into effect. 

The Mennonites take this task seriously, 
now rhat rheir separatist walls have tumbled. 
They experiment wirh active, effective nonvi
olence, including Christian Peacemaker 
Teams. And rhey are building rhe leading net
work of serious Christian peace scholarship, 
wirh rheir flagship at Eastern Mennonite Uni
versity. After 9/11, rhey brought rheir practi
tioners and scholars togerher to push rhe 
boundaries of our understanding about peace
able public order. We can see how far rhey 
have gorren in At Peace and Unafraid: Public 
Order, Security, and the Wisdom of the Cross. 

Edited by Duane K Friesen and Gerald 
Schlabach, At Peace and Unafraid presents 21 
essays on a wide range of topics connected ro 
Constantine's dilemma. The result is neirher 
systematic nor comprehensive, but it is a rich 
stew of theology and practice. Among rhe 
practitioners' contributions, six stand out: 

Alfred Neufeld's reflections on Paraguay, 
where Mennonites find rhemselves entering 
prominent governmental positions as democ
racy takes root rhere. 

Judith Gardiner's description of her 
involvement in politics as a member of a local 
borough council in London, England. 

Paulus Widjaja's account of challenges in 
peacemaking among Christians and Moslems 
in Indonesia. 

Alain Epp Weaver's too-brief study of non-

violence in rhe Palestinian
Israeli conflict. 

Alix Lozano's report on 
Mennonite peacemaking 
in Colombia, highlighting 
how a "weak church" sus
tains a wide variety of proj
ects that have distinct 
practical effects. 

Jeff Gingerich's reflec
tions on his efforts to 
transform a culture of vio
lence among New 
Orleans' police by training 
rhem in peacemaking. 

Schlabach follows Gin
gerich wirh a proposal to 
replace current police and 

military with "just policing, and just just 
policing." Schlabach envisions a world in 
which community-based law enforcement, 
wirh an emphasis on restorative justice and 
proactive social ministry to communities on 
rhe margins, would reduce rhe number of 
marginalized people willing to operate outside 
rhe law. Schlabach believes something similar 
is also possible at rhe international level, so the 
traditional military mindser of "just war" 
national defense could give way to an interna
tional version of domestic "just policing." 
Schlabach's vision is nor entirely convincing 
yet, but rhe way to speed its evolution into 
somerhing workable is to put him into dialog 
wirh people doing rhe work on rhe srreers, as 
rhe Mennonites have done here. 

Elsewhere, Lisa Schirch and J. Daryl Byler 
describe ten "Effective and Faithful Security 
Strategies." Several are promising, especially 
providing universal training in peacebuilding, 
including civilian-based defense. Orhers are 
more problematic, such as shifting our 
approach to terrorism from a warfare model 
to a law enforcement approach-which leads 
us directly back into Constantine's dilemma. 

The meatiest visionary piece is Friesen's. 
Friesen steps into a porhole, repeating tired 
shibbolerhs of rhose who assume peacemak
ing is a leftist project: America is the Beast 
from rhe Book of Revelations, "one of rhe 
greatest threats to human life and dignity" in 
history; and globalization, and by extension 
rhe market, are irs handmaidens. This regret
table diversion obscures rhe strengths in 
Friesen's message, and reinforces rhe ghetto
ization of peacemaking among rhose ro rhe 
left of Howard Dean. 

But the heart of Friesen's argument 
deserves our full anention. Security is central 
to Biblical shalom, where "everyone will sir 
under rheir own vine and fig tree, and no one 
will make rhem afraid." (Micah 4:4) We need 
to replace our culture's faith in violence wirh 
recognition rhat true security embraces an 
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"ethic of risk," in which no one country or 
group is in a posicion to dominate others. 
There is much more in this essay, leading to 
another impressive list of practical strategies 
for transforming security policy. But, again, it 
is partly based on a law enforcement approach 
to terrorism. 

So Constantine's dilemma persists. We 
have not found our way through this tangle 
between our commitments to love our ene
mies and our neighbors. At Peace and 
Unafraid does some important dearing of the 
brush, and points in promising directions. But 
it leaves us standing on the threshold of a 
breakthrough. The authors give us many 
tools, but we still don't know which, if any, 
will clear the path. 

-Ron Mock 

Ron Mock, a member of Newberg Friends 
Church in Oregon, teaches political science and 
peace studies at George Fox Univmity. He was a 
member of the International Quaker WOrking 
Party on the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, which 
published its report as When the Rain Returns: 
Toward Justice and Reconciliation in Israel 
and Palestine. He is also the author ofLoving 
Without Giving In: Christian Responses ro 
Terrorism and Tyranny, which recommends a 
law enforcement approach to terrorism. 

Godless for God's Sake: 
Nontheism in 
Contemporary Quakerism, 
by 27 Quaker nontheists 
Edited by David Boulton. Dales Historical 
Monographs, 2006. 146 pages. 
$18.50/softcover. 

This series of essays purports to prove that 
there are significantly large numbers of people 
who identify as Quakers who do not believe 
in any supernatural deity. They hope that the 
response of the Religious Society of Friends 
will range from openly welcoming such inter
esting diversity to dropping its unnecessary 
attachment to the superstitious, outmoded 
concept of"God." 

As evidenced by their more nuanced self
definitions, 19 of the 27 contributors ro this 
book would not be happy with the label "non
theist" applied in the book's title. But the title 
sets the editor's tone. It is taken from Meister 
Eckhart: "Man's last and highest parting 
occurs when, for God's sake, he takes leave of 
God"; and editor David Boulton cites a mod
ern interpreter, Raymond Bernard Blakney, to 
suggest that Eckhart was keen to distinguish 
between what we might wish to be true and 
what we find to be true experimentally. What 
Eckhart demands is equivalent to what pure 

FRIENDS jOURNAL November 2006 

science demands of the laboratory investiga
tor. He means to say that the price of truth is 
self-denial in things spiritual, as well as in 
things material and intellectual. 

To think this means that the methods of 
science should be applied to God is a misin
terpretation. Eckhart, and the Rhineland 
mystics in general, were engaged in the via 
negativa. They knew that God, transcendent 
and imminent, was too great, too mysterious 
to capture in human words and concepts. 
Eckhart was warning against making idols of 
our perceptions of the nature of God. He was 
not saying the best thing is to discard God, 
but rather to Lay aside our fondest ideas, defi
nitions, and expectations about God, ro step 
into the void and in the unknowing find the 
Presence. Stir into this misunderstanding of 
Eckhart the misuse of science-as-Truth when 
investigating spirituality, and there is a heady 
stew that makes logical sense only if you 
accept without question its basic assumptions. 

So perhaps the most useful review of a 
book that wants ro change the fundamental 
basis and understanding of the Religious Soci
ety of Friends is to examine the assumptions 
underlying the book and compare them with 
Friends' faith. They are vastly different. 

First, let's look at Friends' tradition, that 
more than any other, rests for its knowledge 
and ongoing guidance on faith/ trust in the 
experiential availability of the Living God, 
within a Biblical framework of interpretacion. 
The message of early Friends was not the 
cliche "that of God in everyone"-a quotation 
often torn out of context. Their message was 
more accurately stated as "Christ is come to 
teach his people himself." It was realized 
eschatology; it experienced "the power of the 
Lord is over all" and "the Lord did gather us 
up as in a net." Individual Friends for genera
tions experienced the pain and glory of taking 
up the Cross daily, of submission, surrender: 
"not my will but thine be done." T hey Lived 
into the experience of knowing Jesus, who 
said "you are my friends if you follow my 
commands." It was the experience of the 
inward availability of Christ, enhanced and 
felt in community, that drew Friends togeth
er. The hallmarks of the group became its 
structures of worship in expectant waiting, 
church governance based on corporate dis
cernment, and the expectation that the out
ward life of every Friend would witness to 
what the group had learned from Christ about 
living daily as if in God's kingdom. 

Several assumptions underlie the book, all 
of which presuppose that theism is a fallacy. 
First is the assumption that only that which 
can be apprehended through the senses or 
deduced with logic and reason is real. But dif
ferent phenomena have separate ways of per
ceiving and "knowing" them. To subject 

everything to sciencism begs the question of 
whether there are realities knowable in other 
ways. Second is the assumption that only what 
is inside one's own head or experience is real. 
Allowing that solipsism is correct closes the 
discussion before it begins. Third, they assume 
that only that which can be comprehended by 
human intellect is real, and that the best value 
humans can imagine is the ultimate measure 
of truth. This dismisses by fiat the early Quak
er understanding of ultimate Truth. 

Many contributors claim "experience" as 
the major tenet of Quakerism and offer it as 
proof that there is no God. George Fox's state
ment, "this I knew experimentally" does not 
make experiment an indispensable facror of 
Quakerism; it is the means to the end. The 
end Fox proclaimed was "there is one even 
Christ Jesus that can speak to thy condition." 
It is curious and sad that when contributors 
have had a "unitive" or mystical experience, 
apparently they have chosen to explain it away 
as something caused by nature, or a welling up 
of the collective unconscious. "God" for them 
is a figment of human imagination, and a sor
ry one at that, causing most of the evil they 
recount throughout history. Repeatedly they 
insist that experience is their only measure of 
truth. But they have deliberately chosen to 
emasculate their own experience and to mis
interpret that of others. The experience of the 
Presence of God is real. Once you have tasted 
it, you know it. It cannot be measured by sci
ence, but that does not make it unreal. 

Does this book prove the difficult negative 
that God does not exist? No. Does it prove 
that the contributors' varying interpretations 
of nontheistic humanism belong in the Reli
gious Society of Friends? No. Ignorance of, or 
misuse or misappropriation of Language, 
image, and metaphor does not change the 
reality of the matrix within which these sym
bols are embedded, and toward which they 
point. It is peculiar that a group of nontheist 
individuals should insist on grafting their the
ology onto another (Quaker) tradition. 

None of these writers speak of inner strug
gles, of transformation, or even of joy. Sin, and 
therefore forgiveness and grace, are banished. 
They are defiantly or wistfully lonely but 
proud that they are superior to those of us 
deluded by superstition and the "lies" perpe
trated by religion. 

Ironically, they consider themselves reli
gious. Several of them deconstruct the word's 
etymology to prove religion has nothing to do 
with a supernatural omnipotent deity. Even 
the Oxford English Dictionary dismisses this 
intellectual game based on "its supposed ety
mological meaning." Religion is an institu
tionalization of what binds us together with 
God. Over and over the contributors offer 
their stories as seekers making the conscious 
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choice to remain in rationalism or scientism. 
They come among Friends and enjoy the 
silence, peace activities, and community. 
Nobody challenges their lack ofbdief, no one 
offers a deep understanding or explanation of 
Friends' tradition. So they begin to assume 
they are Quakers. They reiterate that to be a 
Quaker it only maners what you do, not what 
you think or believe. They appear ignorant of 
the place from which "what Quakers do" arises. 

And their stories raise questions: have we 
unprogrammed Friends been so sloppy in our 
membership procedures that, for many years, 
we have taken no care to assure that we are, in 
fact, a community oflike minds and searches? 
Have we been so overeager for numbers and 
so needy to feel ourselves tolerant that we 
gather in anyone who can find no home else
where, and then invite them to redefine us in 
their own image? 

Meetings too often have become socially 
and politically homogenous assemblages, for
gening or never knowing that what created 
the foundations of the structure and ourward 
traditions that they currently enjoy (i.e. 
silence, community, and social action) we~e 
forged in the experiences of "primitive Chris
tianity revived." Early Friends knew Christ 
and that is how our Religious Society got what 
is most precious about it. Let's reclaim its pow
er and experiential Truth. 

-Marty Grundy 

Martha Paxson Grundy is a member of Cleve
land (Ohio) Meeting and author if'Resistance 
and Obedience to God: Memoirs of David 
Ferris, 1707-1779. 

Signs of Salvation: New 
Life Where Grace and 
Truth Meet 
By Ben Richmond. Friends United Press, 
2005. 253 pages. $20/softcover. 

"Salvation comes at the intersection of 
grace and truth, where God saves us from our 
enemies and all sorts of evil, not least of which 
is the evil within ourselves." 

So begins Ben Richmond's "biblical medi
tation" (his words) on the nature and mean
ing of salvation. He takes readers on a wide
ranging trip to look at this intersection-from 
the Garden of Eden to the New Jerusalem and 
many points in berween. It's a lot to cover 
(these topics took theologian Karl Barth and 
his colleagues 14 volumes!) and a valiant 
effort, and in the end unsatisfYing. 

The idea of salvation is one that takes cen
ter stage in much religious discourse today
mostly in the form of who's saved and who's 
not; who's in and who's out, whose side is God 

on and whose side is God definitdy not on. We 
hear this in the media and in political and pul
pit pronouncements. And we hear it in books. 

In many ways, this book feels more like 
an anempt to answer Friends Phil Gulley and 
Jim Mulholland's "grace" books (If Grace is 
True and If God is Love), which posit that 
"God will save every person'' than it does 
staking out some new or reclaiming some old 
theological ground. Like If Grace Is True and 
If God is Love, Signs of Salvation is thoughtful 
and thought provoking. Unlike them, it is 
not easy to read. Also sening them apart (apart 
from their obvious theological difference) is 
the extensive use of biblical passages in Signs 
of Salvation. There's barely a page after 
chapter one that doesn't have at least rwo 
Scripture passages on it. And that's part of 
its problem. Where I criticized Gulley and 
Mulholland for relying too much on their 
experience and not enough on theology and 
Bible, Richmond has so much Bible that 
you lose him and his experience. 

Signs of Salvation is most engaging in the 
opening, when Richmond tells his story and 
explains why the topic is so important to him. 
Then he disappears. The book ends up feeling 
like a whole lot of sermon notes that preach 
but don't invite the reader into any engage
ment or struggle with the text. He doesn't show 
us how his life experiences with these truths 
brought him to the place he stands today. 
"Here are the answers," Richmond seems to 
say, "Don't worry about the questions." 

That's too bad, because Evangelical Quak
erism is certainly rooted in both historical 
Christian tradition and much of early Friends 
understanding. It deserves a robust elucida
tion. Unfortunately, Signs ofSalvation is not it. 

- J Brent Bill 

J Brent Bill serves as executive vice president of 
the Indianapolis Center for Congregations and 
attends Plainfield (Ind.) Meeting. He is the 
author ofMind the Light and Holy Silence. 

Where the Wind Blows: 
Vitality Among Friends 
By jay W. Marshall. Earlham School of 
Religion Publications, 2005. 169 pages. 
$11.95/softcover. 

In 1999, Earlham School of Religion 
(ESR) published its report on a national con
sultation investigating "the condition of 
Quakers in the U.S. today." Among Friends 
presented the results of what its foreword 
called "the most comprehensive look at Quak
ers in the United States ever conducted," but 
the report was criticized in some quarters for 
over-emphasizing weaknesses and problems 
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among Friends ramer than strengths and 
opportunities. In Where the Wind Blows, Jay 
Marshall (dean ofESR) has set out ro correct 
che imbalance. 

In contrast to che national, all-inclusive 
intent of che earlier study, Marshall reports 
here on a much more narrowly focused group 
of meetings and Friends churches, all of which 
are spiritually vital and in most cases showing 
strong growch. Nine Friends groups are dis
c.ussed one by one, wich a narrative descrip
tion of each followed by a report on "Visible 
Vitality" (worship, outreach, ministry) and 
"Invisible Support" (spiritual foundations, 
vision and business procedures, community 
life). The final section for each group is Mar
shall's conclusions about "Lessons on Vitality" 
exemplified by chat group. 

Marshall's writing is clear and accessible, 
and he clearly has a high regard for each of 
chese quite different Friends' groups. It is easy 
to see, through his words, why each of chese 
Quaker groups would be attractive to new
comers and seasoned Friends alike. His 
"Lessons on Vitality'' in each section and 
"Concluding Observations" at che end of 
che book point the reader toward characteris
tics and practices chat seem to accompany 
vital, strong Friends meetings and churches, 
and leave one wondering just how to 

apply chese lessons to one's own meeting. 
That seems exactly right. 

-Lloyd Lee Wilson 

Lloyd Lee Wilson is a recorded minister and 
member of Rich Square Meeting in Woodland, 
N C He is the author oJEssays on che Quaker 
Vision of Gospel Order. 

The Difference a Day 
Makes: 365 Ways to 
Change Your World in Just 
24 Hours 
By Karen M jones. New World Library, 2005. 
256 pages. $12.95/softcover. 

People around the globe are so needy chat 
even chough most Quakers are engaged in 
long-term service obligations, we still wish we 
could somehow find che time to do more. But 
what can we do that's meaningful in a day 
found here and mere? 

A lot. And in this book, Karen Jones, a 
writer who specializes in finding practical 
strategies for socially conscious living, gives us 
365 of chem. In a single day, for example, we 
can collect our offices' used PC ink cartridges 
and send chem to Recycling for the Poor, drop 
by a sick colleague's home with popcorn and 
some comedy DVDs, pur rogecher a care box 
for a local shelter, wield a brush at a H abitat 
for Humanity build, or help a First-day 
School collect gently used children's books 
and send them to BookEnds, a California pro
gram chat recycles chem to schools and chil
dren's shelters. 

Karen's practical suategies are grouped into 
16 chapters that focus on such Friendly areas 
of concern as peace, money, health, nature, 
consumerism, elders, international relations, 
food, and communities. Almost any one of 
Karen's strategies could be used eicher by an 
individual wich a free afternoon, a family wich 
a rainy Saturday, or an entire First-day school 
class looking for a service project to highlight 
che week's lesson. 

-Ellen Michaud 

Ellen Michaud is a member of South Starksboro 
{Vt.) Meeting. 
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How lfOuld .A 

PATRIOT 
ACT? 

How Would a Patriot Act? 
D efending American 
Values from a President 
Run Amok 
By Glenn Greenwald. Working Assets, 2006. 
128 pages. $12/softcover. 

It has finally come clear to me that Presi
dent George W Bush should and could be 
impeached. This clarity comes from the new 
book How Would a Patriot Act? 

This is the Working Assets book released 
May 15, with something like 100,000 copies 
already pre-sold. People already knew about 
author Glenn Greenwald from his blog, 
Unclaimed Territory. He is a constitutional 
lawyer who identifies with neither Republi
cans nor Democrats. H e writes not as an 
advocate, but as an analyst. 

What Greenwald discusses in clear and 
accessible terms in this short paperback is how 
our President has unapologetically broken 
laws and begun to undermine the most 
important tenets of the Constitution of the 
United States of America. 

W ith the support of a "monarchist" group 
of lawyers in the Department of Justice, espe
cially one John Yoo, Bush and his associates 
claim that the President is "above the law." 
They claim that the President has the right, in 
war time or peace time, to imprison U.S. cit
izens on U.S. soil without any charge, without 
due process, without access to a lawyer, for years 
at a time. When challenged on this behavior, 
Bush and associates have evaded the issues and 
dropped the cases, thus indicating the dubious
ness of the imprisonments in the first place. 

The administration has been able to get 
away with this behavior by putting the U.S. 
public into a state of almost abject fear, start-
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ing on September 11, 200 1. Greenwald de
scribes clearly how our Founding Fathers antic
ipated that this unscrupulous fanning of pub
Lic fears would be likely to happen, and how 
they established a check and balance system 
{which the Bush administration is now defy
ing) to prevent disastrous consequences. Only 
a Icing, a despot, or a tyrant is "above the Law," 
they insist. In a constitutional democracy, "the 
Law is King," said Thomas Paine in Common 
Sense (1776). We cannot abide a President who 
will not adhere to this foundational truth. 

Greenwald avoids the temptation to 
address many related issues in his book. H e 
keeps it simple, despite the complex legal 
issues. If you decide to read the book, pass it 
on afterwards, and urge that it keep moving 
from person to person. 

We need to understand what is happening 
here. We need to take a stand. 

-Elizabeth Boardman 

Activist and writer Elizabeth Boardman is a 
member of San Francisco (Calif) Meeting. 

Romans 
By john E Toews. Believers Church Bible 
Commentary Series. Herald Press, 2004. 464 
pages. $24.99/softcover. 

T he biblical book of Romans has long 
been a cornerstone of Christian doctrine, so 
much so that one might forget that it is actu
ally written in the form of a Letter &om an 
individual to a particular community with a 
discernible social context in mind. 

Many new books have been published in 
recent years that explore Paul's socio-cultural 
world and that tie Romans and his other let
ters to their real-Life situation, particularly 
contrasting Paul's theology with the world
view or theology of the Roman Empire. This 
commentary, on the other hand, stays almost 
exclusively with Literary evidence, virtually 
ignoring the larger "world outside the text." 

John Toews' purpose is to apply a "new 
paradigm on Paul," to the reading of Romans. 
This new paradigm has come into scholarly 
discussion in the past 25 years, and breaks 
with previous understandings of Paul in place 
since the Protestant Reformation. Previously, 
Paul's theology was understood to oppose 
Judaism; now Paul's goal is taken to be the 
inclusion of Gentiles among the people of 
God, alongside Jews. Previously, Paul was 
thought to promote Christian "grace righteous-

" J . h " ks "gh " ness vs. ewiS wor n teousness ; now, 
Jewish teaching is seen as salvation by election 
or grace, with works {obedience to the Law) as 
a way to maintain salvation, not earn it. Pre
viously, Romans was considered primarily a 
theological explanation of Paul's ideas about 
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humanity's salvation "by grace through faith''; 
now, the book of Romans is seen primarily as 
a pastoral letter, responding to particular 
issues with the Roman house churches. 

John Toews is certainly not the only schol
ar to promote this new paradigm. And, as any 
good commentary would, this one goes 
through the book of Romans passage by pas
sage, explaining key issues and providing a 
summary of scholarly opinion, along with a 
topical essays section at the back of the book. 
Two distinctives of this commentary series, 
however, particularly commend it to Friends. 

First, for each portion of Romans in turn, 
following an outline, explanatory notes, and 
comments, Toews provides a short section 
caLled "Text in Biblical Context," parricularly 
valuable for those of us who do not know the 
Bible backwards and forwards. Here Toews 
offers narrative about and references to other 
places in the H ebrew and Christian Scrip
tures, familiarity with which expands one's 
understanding of the particular Romans pas
sage under discussion. For example, Romans 
5:12-21 compares Adam, through whom sin 
and death entered the world, with Jesus 
Christ, through whom came grace and life (a 
very important concept to George Fox and 
other early Friends). The 'Text in Biblical 
Context" section for this passage discusses the 
Adam-Christ comparison in its only other 
occurrence in the Christian Scriptures, in 1 
Corinthians 15, in that passage's own Literary, 
pastoral, and theological context. 

Second, each portion of Romans gets its 
own "Text in the Life of the Church" treat
ment, describing various ways the particular 
passage has functioned in Christian history in 
general, in Protestantism since the Reforma
tion, or in the Peace Church or Believers 
Church tradition particularly. For example, in 
this section for Romans 12:17-21, discussed 
are community life within peace church con
gregations, and the fact that admonitions to 
"Live at peace with everyone" and "be careful 
to do what is right in the eyes of everybody'' 
can sometimes morph into unresolved con
flict or passive aggressive behavior. The 
Romans 13: 1-7 section recaps the passage's 
use in discussions of right relationship 
between church and state, past and present. 
Toews comes &om a relatively conservative 
branch of the Peace C hurch tradition, as his 
discussion of Romans 1:25-27 demonstrates, 
but for Friends interested in reading Romans 
in its entirety, and thinking deeply about this 
classic of the Christian tradition, his com
mentary will prove invaluable. 

My suggestion is that you read the book of 
Romans all the way through before you start 
on the commentary, preferably in more than 
one English translation. As always with books 
about the Bible, keep a Bible close at hand and 

read it at least as much as the commentary. 
Look up the passages Toews discusses, includ
ing his biblical references outside the book of 
Romans. If possible, discuss both Romans and 
the commentary with other Friends. Romans 
probably isn't the book to read first if you're 
just starting a meeting Bible study group, but 
it needs to be on the list somewhere. 

One note: the Believers Church Bible Com
mentary Series is a joint project of several 
groups of Brethren and Mennonites-the 
other two religious groups, besides Friends, 
known as Historic Peace Churches. While not 
every volume in the series has a strong peace 
emphasis as such, Quaker readers can count 
on finding interpretive strategies and insights 
at least relevant and often congruent with our 
own views. For more information about the 
Believers Church Bible Commentary Series visit 
the series website at <www.heraldpress 
.cornlbooks/bcbcs.htrn>. 

-Susan jeffers 

Susan Jeffers, a member of Ann Arbor (Mich.) 
Meeting, teaches Quaker Studies and Biblical 
Studies courses as adjunct faculty for Earlham 
School of Religion and its partner school Bethany 
Theological Seminary. She would welcome the 
opportunity to discuss this book via e-mail 
<Susan@read-the-bible.orp, and invites readers 
to visit her website, <www.read-the-bible.orp. 

RESTLESS 

IlLS 
TH •• il.llliNO OP 

A.SRIOAN SPIRI.T1JALITY 

Restless Souls: The Making 
of American Spirituality 
By Leigh Eric Schmidt. Harper San Francisco, 
2005. 290 pages. $26.95/hardcover. 

It's likely that many Friends who pick up 
Restless Souls will turn first to its final chapter, 
wherein Leigh Eric Schmidt offers a powerful 
and provocative analysis of revered Quaker 
authors Rufus Jones and Thomas Kelly. And 
they will find that, as a professor of religion at 

November 2006 FRIENDS J oURNAL 



Two Beautiful Campuses 
One Great Choice in Adult Communities! 

MEDFORD LEAS AT MEDFORD MEDFORD LEAS AT LUMBERTON 

· Beautiful arboretum settings · Dynamic, active community life 

· Wide choice of home designs, including our newest offering of homes, R u 5 H MoRE c R 0 55 I N G 

·Superior health and wellness care services with a unique "patient partnership" approach 

· New financial plans for both campuses 

MEDFORD LEAS 
A nationally-accredited, Quaker-related, not-for -profit community for older adults, 

with campuses in Medford and Lumberton, New Jersey 

1971 - ~oo6 

CELEBRATING 35 YEARS OF TRADITION AND IN N OVATIO N 

The purpose of the advertising for Rushmore Crossing is to solicit non-binding reservations. The non-binding reservation is not a contract and may be cancelled by the prospective 

purchaser at any time, without any cause. Any money paid shall be refunded to the prospective buyer upon request and cancellation of the non-binding reservation. 

Ca II H o o. :n 1 • 4:1 o :2 or ' is 1 t our "!' hs i tc: ''"" . nwd ford leas. o rg-

FRIENDS JOURNAL November 2006 31 



32 

join us for an 

Open House 

Friday, October 20 
Friday, November 1 0 

9:00-11 :00 a.m. 

Learning for Life, Learning with Joy 

Call610-642-0354 for more information 
or visit our website: www.friendshaverford.org 

851 Buck Lane • Haverford, PA 19041 

Priends '1-fouse 
"Community 'T'firouafi Carina" 

Friends House Retirement Community is a friendly community of active residents in 
a beautiful country atmosphere. 

Section 202 subsidized housing for seniors 
offering studio and one-bedroom apartments. 

(Maximum annual income limits: Single $41,700; Couple $47,700). 
Cottage program (no income limits) 

offering individual cottages, duplexes and apartments. 

Carina staff dedicated to tfie comfort and we[[-6eina of residents. 

Friends House also offers an Assisted Living Unit, state of the art 
Alzheimer's-Dementia Care Center and a skilled nursing facility. 

q{yy[ications are now 6eina acceyted. 
Write or call 

Resident Director, Friends House 
17340 Quaker Lane, Sandy Spring, MD 20860 

Phone: (301 ) 924-7523, e-mail: friendshouse@comcast.net, 
www.friendshouse.com 

Sponsored by Members of The Religious Society of Friends 
Equal Housing Opportunity 

Princeton, Schmidt has an historian's com
mitment rather than a celebratory one to ana
lytical understanding. So I hope that those 
inclined to argue with Schmidt's portrayal of 
Jones and Kelly will return to page one and 
read the book straight through; they will 
find in Restless Souls not simply a brilliant 
interpretation of 20th-century Quakerism 
but an intensively researched, beautifully writ
ten, and profound overview of modern Amer
ican spirituality. 

Spirituality, mind you, not religion. 
Schmidt's focus is on the former and how, in 
the early 19th century, it carne to be distin
guished from the latter. For Ralph Waldo 
Emerson and his Transcendentalist colleagues, 
"religion'' signified rigid institutions enforcing 
dogmatic orthodoxy. Spirituality, in contrast, 
prized individual experience and direct appre
hension of the Divine. The Transcendentalists 
saw the self as the only sure source of truth
suffused, like all of nature, with the Divine. 
"The fountain of all naked theology, all reli
gion, all worship," wrote Walt Whitman, is 
"yourself." He was paraphrasing Elias Hicks. 
Whitman heard Hicks preach when he was a 
boy, and he idealized the grand old Quaker for 
the rest of his life. He was unusual in that. Fol
lowing the death of Hicks and the ensuing 
schisms within the Religious Society of 
Friends, Quakers had little influence on the 
mainstream of 19th-century American spiri
tuality. The Liberal religious tradition with 
which Schmidt is concerned originated 
among Concord Transcendentalists and was 
popularized by Whitman and others. 

Religious Liberals saw themselves as mod
ernizers who were trading old religions of 
authority for a new religion of the Spirit. 
T he great codifier of religious liberalism was 
Harvard philosopher William James, whose 
The Varieties of Religious Experience (1902) is 
indifferent to the traditional concerns of 
academic writers on religion, such as church 
history and theological disputes. "The moth
er sea and fountainhead of all religions," James 
wrote, "lies in the mystical experiences of 
the individual." 

James trawled through religious writings 
from every tradition and era, seeking accounts 
that validated his view of mysticism as a uni
fied, transhistorical phenomenon. Historians 
of religion prior to James viewed mysticism as 
a fringe experience, a possibly real but cer
tainly rare phenomenon that might inspire 
a Saint Teresa or a Hindu holy man, but 
that had little relevance to most people's spir
itual lives. However, for James and many of 
his contemporaries, mysticism was the heart 
of spirituality. 

Seeking to understand mystical states and 
the meditative practices that could foster 
them, 19th-century religious liberals turned 
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to non-Western religious rradirions. Religious 
cosmopolitanism was a key element of Amer
ican spirituality. Liberals believed that, 
stripped of accretions of ritual and dogma, all 
religions were fundamenrally identical. Thore
au was only the first of many Americans to 
conceive of a "World Bible" to replace the nar
rowness of the Hebrew Scriptures and the 
Christian Gospels. 

By the century's end, the thousands of peo
ple who thronged ro Walt Whitman's 1892 
funeral were rreared to a ceremony thar 
included readings from Confucius, the Bud
dha, the Christian Scriptures, and the Qur'an. 
The next year, the hugely influential Parlia
ment of Religions was held ar the Chicago 
World's Fair, the first time in history that 
Christian clergy shared the stage with Jewish 
rabbis, Islamic imams, Buddhist monks, and 
Hindu swamis. Today, when millions of 
Americans read books by Thich Nhar Hanh 
and the Dalai Lama, such ecumenicalism 
seems unremarkable; Schmidt shows its ori
gins in 19th-century spirituality. 

Schmidt aims ro rescue liberal spirituality 
from, on the one hand, ahistorical New Agers 
and pop sociologists who imagine that the cel
ebration of religious pluralism arose about the 
same time as the musical Hair, and, on the 
other hand, from academics who portray spir
itual seekers as narcissists naively complicitous 
with consumer capitalism. He demonstrates 
that religious liberalism has been linked with 
progressive politics from its 19th-century 
beginnings, that America's spiritual seekers 
have struggled, however imperfectly, for social 
justice and racial and gender equality. He 
notes that their relief work in pose-World War 
I Europe was crucial in the spiritual formation 
of both Rufus Jones and Thomas Kelly. How
ever, he also demonstrates how their personal, 
historically contingent desires and shortcom
ings affected the version of Quakerism prom
ulgated by these two hugely influential men. 

Schmidt suggests that, between them, 
Jones and Kelly were responsible for the 20th
century transformation of Q uakerism from a 
small, splintered Protestant seer composed 
largely of birthright Friends into a home for 
spiritual seekers and a widely respected source 
of devotional wisdom. Jones, who grew up in 
a Quaker enclave in South China, Maine, 
could have had his faith shaken when he 
moved into the wider world of academic phi
losophy, pursuing doctoral studies in Ger
many and ar Harvard. Instead, he reinterpret
ed Quakerism. His reading of Emerson and 
Carlyle "planted in me a new idea ... of the 
Quakerism in which I had been nourished," 
he wrote. "They both treated it nor as the reli
gion of a small Protestant seer, bur rather as a 
spiritual movement of the mystical type." 

Jones managed ro transform his beloved 
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Quakers from a "peculiar and provincial sect" 
into a model commuruty of spiritual seekers. 
Schmid t's admiration for this transformation 
is not diminished by his argument that Jones 
based his reinterpretation of Quakerism on a 
misreading of 17th-century religious history. 
No matter: "Through historical romances and 
mystical surveys he managed to exalt the Soci
ety of Friends as the consummate commuru
ty of seekers." 

Thanks to his more than 50 books, his 
incense involvement with AFSC and Pendle 
Hill, and his popular courses at Haverford 
College, Jones had an immense influence 
on 20th-century Quakerism. His principal 
disciple was Thomas Kelly, author of the 
bestselling A Testament of Devotion (1941). 
Schmidt acknowledges this book's value to 
generations of religious seekers, but rather 
than venerating it as a timeless classic, he 
traces its origins in Kelly's difficult personal 
life {which included a nervous breakdown fol
lowing his unsuccessful oral defense of his 
H arvard dissertation) and in the broader his
tory ofliberal spirituality. 

Kelly was not the only religious figure 
inspired by Rufus Jones' vision of Quakerism 
as a home for spiritual seekers. Howard Thur
man, an African American pastor and writer 
who influenced Martin Luther King Jr., trav
eled to Haverford from Ohio in order to study 
with Jones. Schmidt sees Jones as spiritual 
father to a long line of popular Quaker spiri
tual writers: from Douglas Steere and D . 
Elton Trueblood to Richard Foster, Parker 
Palmer, and Mary Rose· O 'Reilley. 

Restless Souls offers to all of us who have 
been inspired by these and other writers the 
opportunity to understand our inner lives in 
historical terms, to see ourselves as part of a 
long and proud lineage that urutes and vali
dates individual experience, religious plural
ism, and commitment to social justice. 

-Michael Robertson 

Michael Robertson, a professor of English at the 
College of New jersey. is a member of Princeton 
(NJ) Meeting. 

Schooled in Diversity 
Action Research: Student 
and Mrican-American 
Alumni Collaboration for 
School Change 
Prepared by Pat Macpherson. Edited by Darryl 
j Ford. Friends Council on Education, 2006. 
246 pages. $20/softcover. 

Schooled in Diversity Action Research is a 
must-read for educators, parents, administra-

tors, and anyone who has concern for the 
ongoing task of healing racism. 

It is a multidimensional review of five 
decades of African American students' experi
ences at rwo Quaker schools in the northeast
ern area of the United States. It is also a blue
print of the insiclious nature of institutional 
racism. T he book is a collaboration berween 
Action Research Coorclinator, Pat Macpher
son, eclitor Darryl J. Ford, faculty, administra
tors, alumni, and current students at what are 
referred to as City Friends and Boarcling 
Friends respectively. 

The power of this work is in the integra
tion of sound research methods; interviews 
and personal narratives from the schools 
and students, telling their history as well as the 
hidden stories of the schools; and the formu
lation of a working tool, the curriculum, 
that can be taught or implemented in other 
settings. The matrix of race, class, gender, 
geographical influence, and generational/ 
historical context collides with the family lega
cies of all the inclividuals amidst the task 
of educating children into adulthood. The 
result is a microcosmic view of adolescent 
identity development; a history of racial inte
gration in Quaker education; and the very 
intentional process these schools went 
through to identify and monitor how racism 
exists and is perpetuated or reduced institu
tionally and academically. 

T he publication begins with a sensitive 
essay by African American alumnus/faculty 
and the eclitor of this publication, Darryl J. 
Ford. He introduces the research through the 
lens of his own experience, but the nature of 
his personal struggles and triumphs resonate 
throughout the essays of other African Amer
ican alumni decade afrer decade. The struggles 
include the assumed roles of"defender of his
tory, checker of stereotypes, interpreter of the 
culture, and representative of the race." Oth
er struggles relate to the burden attached to 
the privilege of being the first, the only, or one 
of the few African American students on cam
pus, and the invisibility and subsequent isola
tion of African American girls in particular, as 
a painful condition, ofren with longterm 
effects on their self esteem. 

T he core issues that come through these 
narratives are revealed through experiences 
that are felt and not seen, and easily over
looked by standard research methods. While 
the curriculum addresses events that impacted 
African Americans, like the slave trade and the 
Civil Rights Movement, discussions of such 
events were difficult fo r the African American 
students as their personal stories were urun
ten tionally disregarded, or not seen as part of 
the bigger picture. From the essay of one 
alumnus, "We learned about slavery, not the 
enslaved. T he political movement happened 

November 2006 FRIENDS j OURNAL 



FRIENDS j OURNAL November 2006 
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by J. Brent Bill 
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by John Punshon 
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Encounter with Silence: Reflections from the Quaker Tradition 
by John Punshon 
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tradition of C hristian spirituality."- Parker 
Palmer 
Friends United Press, 2006 reprint, 138 pp., paperback $15.00 

Sing in the Spirit: A Book of Quaker Songs 
by the Leaveners 
Sing in the Spirit is a collection of songs and music 
composed by Friends or with Quaker themes. 
Leaveners, 2005, 196 pp., spiral bound $25.95 

Becoming Fire: Spirtual Writing from Rising Generations 
edited by Alex Kern 
Many young Friends have contributed their voices to this inspiring 

anthology of spiritual writing. 
Andover Newton Theological School, 2006, 224 pp., 
paperback $12.95 

Now Available-the sequel to No Shame, No Fear 
Forged in the Fire 
by Ann Turnbull 
Will and Susanna struggle with maintaining their love and Quaker faith 
amidst the troubling backdrop of the plague in late 17th century London. 
Walker, 2006, 304 pp., paperback $15.95 

Lighting Candles in the Dark: Stories of Courage and Love 
inAction 
by the Religious Education Committee of FGC 
Over 40 short stories about people who showed bravery and courage as 
they dealt with dangerous or d ifficuh situations and social issues. 
Includes many stories from Quaker history. 
Quaker Press ofFGC, 2001 reprint, 215 pp., paperback $14.95 

35 



An Exceptional Retirement Lifestyle. 
Pennswood Village, a Quaker-directed 

retirement community with a rock solid 
reputation for quality, has an opportunity 
for you to enjoy our exceptional lifestyle. 
Our apartments are sun·filled and spacious, 
and offer modern amenities plus the added 
value of our a1l·inclusive life care contract. 
A splendid new aquatics and fitness center 
enhances our already lively campus, providing 
even more opportunities for your physical, 
intellectual, social and spiritual growth. 

Our Quaker values show us our lives together 
are enriched through diversity - we welcome women 
and men of all races, colors, religions, national origins 
and sexual orientation. 

Call215-504-1122 or toll free 1-888-454-1122 

1382 Newtown-Langhorne Rd., Newtown, PA 18940-2401 
www.pennswood.org 

somewhere out there and was not seen as part 
of our experience." 

And there were incidents of overt racism 
within the student body in which African 
American students did not feel supported or 
safe to negotiate these issues with the school. 
An aspect of this dilemma particular to 
African American students at Boarding 
Friends was the separation from family and 
community cultural experience. African 
American students at City Friends School had 
to bridge the gap between the social, eco
nomic, and cultural make-up of the school 
and the surrounding community on their own. 

While the school (faculty and administra
tion) initially viewed some incidents as isolat
ed occurrences, over time they were recog
nized as symptoms of an underlying problem. 
The faculty essays address this and their inad
vertent mishandling of some incidents. They 
identified the need for (and lack of, in the ear
lier years) strong and commirted mentors and 
role models as well as the development of stu
dent ethnic identity groups. 

The Action Research Model is self-reflec
tive by nature. Very simply, the steps are "look, 
think, design, act, reflect, and evaluate" as a 
continuous process. The evaluation stage gives 
way to new insights, potential adjustments 
and new actions that are filtered through this 
process again and again. 

To conduct this research in schools is the 
epitome of social change. Not only are the stu
dents and families impacted by the results, the 
institution implements changes in policy and 
process. Ford points out, "If there were a spe
cial-needs child in a class, the teacher would 
do some investigation to learn how to help 
that child. When there is a new curricular 
project, teachers learn new content and over
prepare new lessons. When . . . we're asked to 
coach a team, we artend a clinic to learn 
coaching ski Us. The same must occur in order 
to equip ourselves to deal with issues of race 
so we are no longer incapacitated." 

T he study covers the 56 years from the 
beginning of integration in 1948 through 
2004 when the study was carried out. Most of 
the interviews and essays were wrirten in ret
rospect and illustrate the parallel process of the 
empowerment of African Americans in the 
society at large as a backdrop for the experi
ences for students and the school. 

The African American students of the 
1950s were primarily children of accom
plished families who shared the economic but 
not the social privilege of their white counter
parts. Prior to their admission into the schools, 
there were conflicts about how and when to 
integrate, as white families threatened to leave 
the school rather than have their children edu
cated with African American children. 

In the 1960s the Civil Rights Movement 
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exploded into the Black Power Movement, 
and protests about the Viernam War, and oth
er social concerns challenged the nation in an 
unprecedented fashion. African American stu
dents became more vocal and more demand
ing that their social needs be met in the con
text of the school-that their views be heard 
in the classroom, that African American writ
ers be included in the curriculum, and that 
African Americans be included in social 
events-as the number of African American 
students increased. White students were also 
more outspoken and brought the racism from 
their respective homes and communities into 
campus life. 

T he 1970s brought scholarship programs 
to African Americans who would not other
wise be able to attend these private schools. As 
the African American population diversified 
the issues became more complex. C ity Friends 
school is K- 12 and Boarding Friends is 9-12. 
The African American students who began 
their Friends education earlier seemed to fare 
better as they had an opportunity to develop 
a sense of belonging in the school before they 
reached an age where they were able to process 
issues of race, class, and gender. 

The following decades brought more diver
sity to the school as other ethnic groups and 
international students were enrolled. There 
was a large influx of Asian students who had 
different cultural needs. T hough not men
tioned in the text, another group of students 
present were the children of continental 
African families who had recently relocated or 
sent their children to the schools from abroad. 

For adolescents, belonging to a peer group 
and developing an identity within that peer 
group are primary developmental tasks. Hor
monal, intellectual, social, and emotional 
development during this rime can be a chaot
ic mix, even without trying to negotiate the 
political conflicts of race and class. T he 
schools were challenged to practice Q uaker 
values of acceptance and inclusion, which 
have historically been spiritual rather than 
popular values of Quakerism. African Ameri
cans in Quaker meetings were often united by 
social cause, but the intimacy of education 
and the inevitable social activity of dating and 
extra-curricular gatherings raised issues the 
schools had to face very directly. 

The faculty takes painstaking risks, evalu
ating themselves as they recognize their role in 
the process. Their essays are also personal 
accounts of their efforts and subsequent dis
covery that even with the best intentions, they 
have to go deeper. They give ownership of the 
success of African American alumni to the 
alumni, and take responsibility for the obsta
cles unique to this group. The school ponders 
the experiences of students who !eli: the school 
before graduation (yet another story to tell). 
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The faculty/administration implicate them
selves for not realizing the depths of racism in 
seemingly benign incidents, and are willing to 
challenge themselves as questions and answers 
emerge from the data. The design and meth
ods of the research tool provide a structure 
that is expanded by the reflective interviews 
and essays. While other groups may use this 
tool to address racism in 
their organizations, how 
many would be willing or 
able to look at themselves 
so honestly? 

The values of Quak
erism are woven through
out the text. Alumni/stu
dents reflect on their experi
ences in meeting for worship. 
The essays describe a sense 
of empowerment from the 
reflective time in meeting, 
and a true connection with 
the light of God within. 
They describe being seen as 
whole individuals in many 
encounters with faculty, 
even when the school as a 
whole had not taken a position. The alumni 
describe a way of being present with them
selves and others even through the most diffi
cult times. T here is an overriding appreciation 
of the principles set forth by each institution 
as a whole. The faculty query and are guided 
by the belief in continuing revelation. Quaker 
values are at the center of decision-making even 
when personal values seem inadequate. They are 
commirred to a reciprocal teaching/learning 
relationship with their students. 

Schooled in Diversity Action Research is sim
ply organized into three sections: Analysis of 
the Schooled in Diversity Action Research; 
Guidelines for a Schooled in Diversity Action 
Research Course; and Alumni Interviews. The 
reader is invited to read the sections out of 
order, which shi fts how each section informs 
the next. 

I read the text as the parent of an African 
American student who attended Quaker 
schools for eight years, as a practicing Quaker 
(a practice I developed through my child's 
experience in Quaker schools), and also as an 
educator/program developer in public and 
private institutions. There is something in this 
book that will resonate with anyone who reads 
it, as it tells a very human story that connects 
in some way with all of our experiences. There 
are detailed guidelines for how to replicate this 
process. If it is to be used outside of a Q uak
er environment, there is the challenge to artic
ulate what guiding principles inform the insti
tution. While it is intended as a tool to con
tinuously improve the experience of diversity 
in Quaker schools, this text offers to us all the 

opportunity to examine the complexity of the 
human connection, and the power of a spirit
led process. 

- Cynthia jones 

Cynthia jones is a member of Green Street Meet
ing in Philadelphia, Pa. 

Living with 
Nature's Extremes: 
The Life of 
Gilbert Fowler 
White 
By Robert E. Hinshaw. johnson 
Press, 2006. 339 pages. 
$26.50/hardcover. 

Gilbert White, who will be 
95 in November, is a Renais
sance man, combining careers 
as a world-known geographer, 
public servant, college presi
dent, professor, author, men
tor, husband, father, and com

mitted member of the Religious Society of 
Friends, to mention just a few of his many 
roles. Robert Hinshaw has managed to cover 
all these overlapping careers in a relatively 
short book, which also manages to give us the 
flavor of the man: modest, dedicated, unas
suming, persistent, patient. 

Born and raised in Hyde Park, Chicago, 
Gilbert White attended the local elementary 
school and University High School before 
entering University of Chicago where he 
majored in Geography. He had completed his 
course work toward a doctorate in that science 
when he was invited to join the New Deal to 
assist with river planning and to review plans 
for dams to be built by the Works Progress 
Administration. He remained in Washington, 
D.C., for eight years, serving first on the 
National Resources Planning Board and the 
Bureau of the Budget. He also began attend
ing the Florida Avenue Meeting (now Friends 
Meeting of Washington) and met the young 
Anne Underwood. 

The onset ofWorld War II brought an end 
to White's Washington years, and he accepted 
work with American Friends Service Commit
tee overseas, first in Lisbon, Portugal, assisting 
refugees to leave Europe, and then in Southern 
France, working with Jews in concentration 
camps. W ith several other Quaker workers he 
stayed after the Germans fully occupied the 
area, and was interned in Baden-Baden for 11 
months, under relatively benign conditions. 

Returning to the United States in 1944, 
Gilbert and Anne were married in Florida 
Avenue Meeting, and Gilbert went to work 
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Five years after 9/11/01-
Where do we Quakers go from here? 

Edited by Sharon Hoover of New York Yearly 
Meeting, Answering Terrorchronicles 
the Quaker response to the 200 I terrorist 
attacks as it poured into the pages of 
FRIENDS j OURNAL 

You can order Answering Te"or today 
from FRIENDS j OURNAL by calling us at 
(800) 471-6863, or visit <friendsjournal.org>. 
It's also available at <quakerbooks.org>, 
or you can ask your favorite local bookstore 
to order it for you. 

Paperback, 223 pp., $24.95 
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Answering Terror is not an easy read. It stirs memories both 
external (the collapse of the towers) and internal (the sense of 
horror, shock, and powerlessness that followed). Rereading the 
words of Friends in the time that has followed is a heart
opener. Answering Terror implies something terribly 
important is happening as we discern a way forward that is 
Spirit-led. It invites readers to join an ongoing conversation 
to face hard issues with intelligence, wit, and passion-and 
to do so with honesty, courage, and respect for diversity. 
This book has the potential to shake you up pretty 
righteously- so be prepared, bur don't shirk the journey. 

-jack Patterson (former Q;,taker Representative 
to the United Nations} 

On the surface there is a debate on nonviolence pro and 
con. But under the surface, every doubt, vacillation, 
conviction, and act of courage that Quakers have ever 
entertained rises to the surface. We have massive 
corroboration that nonviolence has worked in cases of 
national liberation. The world has been lurching toward 
democracy of late, and democracy is the 
institutionalization of nonviolence. For those with eyes to 
see, the proliferation of nonviolence can be regarded as the 
work of the Holy Spirit in history. 

-Walter Wznk (Professor Emeritus of Biblical 
Interpretation, Auburn Theological Seminary} 

This collection of responses to the September 11 onslaught of 
violence gives us a special opportunity to rethink our lives and 
our testimonies. The diversity of responses lets us know that the 
Friends Testimonies are still in process of development, and offers 
a multiplicity of ways to witness to those testimonies. What a 
wonderful and inspiring read this book will be for the Quaker 
community! 

-Elise Boulding (Professor Emerita 
ofSociology, Dartmouth College} 

Contributors include: 

Scott Simon 
John Paul Lederach 
George Lakey 
Steve Cary 

. .. and many more! 

Marcelle Martin 
Pamela Haines 
Mary Lord 
Edmund Snyder 
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for AFSC in Philadelphia. Shortly thereafter 
he was chosen as president of Haverford Col
lege, the youngest man ever to hold this posi
tion. During his ten years at Haverford he 
raised the college's endowment, introduced 
Quaker business procedures to the meetings 
of the faculty, limited enrollment, and empha
sized community service as a part of student 
life. He also continued to work with AFSC, 
helping to launch the Conferences for Diplo
mats Program in 1952. 

During his years at Haverford, White con
tinued his studies and research in geography. 
In 1955 he was invited by his alma mater, the 
University of Chicago, to become chair of the 
Department of Geography, a post he accept
ed and held until1969, with time out to serve 
as a visiting professor at Oxford University in 
1962-1963. 

Returning to the United States in 1963, he 
also became the chair of American Friends 
Service Committee, a position in which he 
continued until 1969. In 1970 he left Chica
go, in part because of his differences with the 
university management over their handling of 
protests against the Viemam War, and moved 
to University of Colorado where he became 
Professor of Geography and Director of the 
Institute of Behavioral Science, as well as 
director of the Natural Hazards Resource 
Cencer. He remains today the Gustavson Dis
tinguished Professor Emeritus of Geography. 

As the father of flood plain management, 
White served on many national and interna
tional agencies including the United Nations 
and UNESCO. Among his major projects 
were planning for the lower Mekong Delta, 
consulting on the Aswam Dam, studying 
water resources in Africa, and, in conjunction 
with Anne, serving as consultant to the Ford 
Foundation on resources and environment in 
the Middle East. 

Gilbert White believed that people should 
not build on land that has been flooded in 
the past 100 years, and that the building of 
dams or levees was not a practical way to con
trol floods. H e pioneered the concept of 
flood insurance in the United States, stipulat
ing that such insurance should be coupled 
with insistence that local communities pro
hibit new construction on flood plains. The 
recent damage of Hurrican Katrina bore out 
his worst fears. 

For his pioneering in flood control man
agement, as well as his enormous contribution 
to the teaching of geography, Gilbert White 
received honors and honorary degrees too 
numerous to mention; among them the 
National Geographic Society's Hubbard 
Medal, the Lifetime Achievement Award of 
the Association of American Geographers, 
and the National Medal of Science, conferred 
by President Bill Clinton. He accepted eight 
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honorary degrees and turned down as many 
more. Seven awards and institutions are 
named for him. He published many articles in 
scientific journals, as well as a number of 
books, co-authored with others. 

To cover this awesome career in less than 
300 pages was a daunting task. Robert Hin
shaw, a Haverfordian under Gilbert White's 
presidency, has succeeded in writing d early 
and concisely about Gilbert White's life and 
work. Inevitably, there are a few mistakes scat
tered throughout the text. Gilbert went to 
China in 1972, not 1971; The New Yorker 
writer who interviewed him was Gerald Jonas, 
not Jones. And some may be inclined to ques
tion the author's account of Gilbert White's 
disagreements with American Friends Service 
Committee. But on the whole, Robert Hin
shaw has created a book that can serve as a 
resource to those wanting to learn more about 
various aspects of Gilbert's life. And one cannot 
come away from this book without marveling 
that the simple, modest, quiet man we have 
known and loved has made such an overwhelm
ing contribution to our threatened globe. 

- Margaret Bacon 

Quaker biographer Margaret Bacon is the 
author ojMothers of Feminism and a member 
of Central Philadelphia (Pa.) Meeting. 

A Joyful Encounter: 
My Mother, My 
Alzheimer Clients, 
and Me-A Memoir 
By Lynn Scott. i Universe, 2005. II 0 
pages. $I2.95/softcover. 

appear nightmarish, a desperate last resort. 
But Lynn became convinced that Marietta 
was better off at Homeport because of the 
companionship of other residents and the 
round-the-dock care such a place is able to 
give. Eventually, Ly.nn herself took a position 
at Homeport and worked half-time-insist
ing on keeping the rest of her time to write. 
This beautifully written little book-most of 
it about Lynn's interactions with the residents 
ofHomeport, in all their funny, exasperating, 
touching, sad, infuriating splendor-is the 
result. It's a heartwarming little book that is 
particularly recommended to anyone entering 
an institution for the elderly--either as a resi
dent or a worker. 

- Markley Morris 

Markley Morris is a member of San Francisco 
(Calif) Meeting. 

The Love of Impermanent 
Things: A Threshold 
Ecology 
By Mary Rose O'Reilley. Milkweed Editions, 
2006. 320 pages. $22/hardcover. 

Mary Rose O'Reilley urges readers in the 
prologue to this book not to read it with any 
expectation of epiphanies and revelations, but 
rather as a sketch of ephemeral things. Indeed, 
The Love of Impermanent Thingr is not a how

Award-winning author Lynn 
Scott, a fellow member of San 
Francisco (Cali£) Meeting, has writ
ten a poetic book about her experi
ences as a caregiver for people with 
Alzheimer's disease. Her caregiving 

AJoyful Encounter 

to book of spiritual 
direction, relation
ships, teaching, par
enting, gardening, 
seeking, losing, or 
even patching up 
injured wildlife-but 
it ponders all these 
things and more. 

A recurring theme 
is O'Reilley's engage
ment with nature, pri
marily as a volunteer 
in a wildlife rehabilita
tion clinic, but also in 
the wilds of her native 
Minnesota, on silent 

AMt!lfiOir 
by 

1-yM Scott is Quakerly, approaching each indi
vidual openly and lovingly, even in 
the face of the "blackness" of irra
tionality and memory loss. 

..,... .. ,.._./lft'IIJ __ ~ ...... ,.,. ... _._ . ..,.,.,..,,..,..,.. ...... ....,.,., ..... ..... .................... ..,....,.~ 
When Lynn began this work, her 

first client, Marietta, was living at 
home with her husband, and the woman still 
clung to elements of the life she had known. 
She was able to converse, go on long walks 
around the city, and play the piano. But, as 
Lynn recounts, Marietta gradually progresses 
through Alzheimer's, which finally results in a 
decision to move her to a nursing facil ity 
called Homeport. 

At first Lynn was opposed to the move. To 
many people-including me-such places 

...O...WO .~M.G 
c:w-.......................... c....... 

retreats in the woods, 
and in struggles with 

her own human nature. Mixed in with her 
musings on the poignancy of life and death as 
she struggles to save the commonest of ani
mals are reflections on saving her sanity, her 
companionships, her faith, her sense of voca
tion, and her hope. And, as she promises, 
there are no offerings of a key to unlock the 
mysteries of the universe. There is, however, 
for her and the reader, the gradual realization 
of profound meaning in the trivial, the 
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Mutual funds 
even a redwood 
could love 

Pax World Balanced Fund 
Average Annual Total Returns (6/30/06) 

1-year 5-year 1 0-year 20-year 
7.91% 4.73% 9.34% 9.43% 

Performance data quoted represents past performance, which does not guarantee 
future results. Investment return and principal value of an investment will fluctuate 
so than an investor's shares, when redeemed, may be worth more or Jess than their 
original cost. Current performance may be lower or higher than the data quoted. 
For most recent month-{!nd oertormance information visit www.oaxworld.com. 

When companies damage old-growth forests in search of profit, 
we think they're barking up the wrong trees. 

In our opinion, damaging the environment in any way is bad 
business. It can lead to debilitating fines, lawsuits, cleanup costs, 
consumer boycotts, and EPA-mandated shutdowns. 

So in 1971 we created our flagship Pax World Balanced 
Fund, the first mutual fund to subject potential investments 
to rigid environmental- and social-responsibility screens as 
well as rigorous financial scrutiny. 

We now have four socially responsible mutual funds. All have a 
low ($250) minimum initial investment. 

You should consider a fund's investment objectives, risks, charg
es, and expenses carefully before investing. For a free prospectus 
that contains this and other important information please call 
or visit our web site. Read the prospectus carefully before investing. 

PAXW RLD 
MUTUAL FUND S 

Principles+ Performance. 
1·800·767·1729 www.paxworld.com 

With rolling hills, peaceful streams, and rich history, the Phase II expansion of Kendal at Lexington will also 

broaden your view of retirement. Reservations are now being accepted for our new spacious apartment and 

cottage homes. You choose the neighborhood and living space you'd like--even the view. Call us (800) 976-8303 

or email admissions@kalex.kendal.org to make an appointment to discover for yourself :.r<J;ND AL 
why leading magazines name Lexington, Virginia one of the top six places to retire. at Lexington 

Lexington, Virginia www.kalex.kendal.org 
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NEWTOWN FRIENDS 
SCHOOL 

"The accomplishments of adults 
begin as the dreams of children. 

Newtown Friends is a place 
where dreams begin." 

- NFS Mission Statement 

Pre,K to Grade 8 
OPEN HOUSE 

October 29, 2006 
2:00 to 4 :00 p.m. 

For further information, 
call 215-968-2225, or visit 
us at newtownfriends.org 

ll~IN,tkP~Il~~ 
P!U<Jale llcademtc SclwoU 

Support 

QUAKER HOUSE 
Fayetteville/Ft. Bragg, N.C. 

A front-line Friends Peace witness 

Gl Counselling, Draft/CO Information 
Peace Research, Education 8. Action 

223 Hillside Ave., Fayetteville, NC 28301 
910-3 23-3912. www.quakerhouse.org 

QPR@QUAKER.ORG 

Chuck Fager, Director 

Photographing people 
p laces, objects, and events 

(also dancers andfish) 

Arthur Fink Photography 
af@arthurfinkphoto.com 

The Bible Association of Friends 
in America 

since 1829 has offered Bibles, NewT esraments, 
and Portions free or at cost co Friends 
institutions, individuals, and others worldwide. 

Write to: P.O. Box 3, Riverton, NJ 08077 
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THE LOVE OF 

IMPERMANENT 

THINGS 

ephemeral, the mundane. 
There is sadness and grief that permeate 

many of the chapters-a real grief that res
onates with our common experiences. But 
there is also wonderful humor of the kind so 
typical in O 'Reilley's books: rums of phrases, 
observations of the idiosyncratic, self-efface
ment, and the ennui of plain folks. The writ
ing is evocative, transporting the reader into 
our own attics of memory. 

Wisdom in this book is drawn from many 
sources, including nature, Buddhism, Sufism, 
Q uakerism, the saints, the potter's craft, and 
oft-quoted friends. Of special interest to the 
Quaker reader is O'Reilley's preference for 
experiencing "real presence," and her impa
tience with theological speculation. She also 
describes at length her "Philadelphia-style" 
Quakerism's moving encounter with "church
type" evangelical Friends in Oregon, a descrip
tion worth pondering by both the cheese steak 
lover and the logger. There, in the arms of a 
rural, pastoral church, she felt the disconnect 
between her mind and her heart healing, and 
in spite of the "Tabasco dash of Satan" and 
sentimental Christian soft-rock love songs, "I 
think of as music trying to get Jesus into the 
back seat of the C hevy," Mary Rose felt an 
eruption of holiness and a yearning for revival. 

In spite of the warning in the prologue not 
to seek a parting of the heavens in this vol
ume, I found myself scribbling down one 
quotable phrase after another: 

"In the Society of Friends, we are trying 
out the terrors of freedom within a circle of 
support, within a loose series of agreements 
and testimonies that keep us, with luck, from 
anarchy and narcissism." 

"I know that if half of what the Bible 
says is true, Christian churches would have 
signs in front saying, 'Danger, proceed at your 
own risk" 

''I'm told the Jihaddists hate us because of 
our riches and our depraved TV and our 
thong underwear. I wonder why the Amish 
d , b b )" on t om us. . , L Ca -IYiax . rter 

Max L. Carter is director of Friends Center at 
Guilford College in Greensboro, N C 

The Healing Spirit 
of Haiku 
By David Rosen and joel Weishaus. Illustrated 
by Arthur Okamura. North Atlantic Books, 
2004. 175 pages. $14.95/so.ficover. 

Surp rise and affirmation. Sometimes a 
book comes along that does both, a book that, 
like the haiku and haibun it contains, simply 
is. Such a book is difficult to describe. One 
returns to it again and again, each time find
ing more over which to linger: 

Howling wind, droning rain
Who's speaking? 
Who's listening? 

There is much here for Friends to savor. 
David Rosen is a Jungian psychoanalyst and 
Joel Weishaus is a college professor who is well 
known in web art circles. Both have lived in 
Japan and have studied and experimented 
with Japanese forms of poetry and prose for 
decades. Arthur Okamura's monoprints, 
which illustrate many of the haiku, display a 
grace and beauty that invites meditation. 

In The Healing Spirit of Haiku, Rosen and 
Weishaus craft haibun, which combine prose 
and haiku to express life's journey. Their 
paired pieces on more than 50 themes, range 
from ordinary events ("Eating" and "Walking 
the Countryside") to some of life's greatest 
challenges ("Mother Ill, Mother Dead" and 
"Nuclear Darkness") to form shon chapters 
that one can both read in a few free moments 
or spend hours with. The chapters are 
arranged like stanzas of a poem; the sequence 
seems "right," but the threads are not obvious. 
Healing of self and one's relationship to the 
world is a stated theme. The conversation of 
old friends whose prose and poetry reverber
ate and extend each other's thinking and per
ception is the underlying story. 

T HB 

Healing Spirit 

J.14;kq 

Dmd Rooe~6-Jod W<i!llous 

.-4--S,A~O..UW.... 
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u: What does no one want to talk about? 
A: Dying and Grieving 

Now there is a new book 
on this important subject-

Opening to Dying and Grieving: 
A Sacred Journey 

by Ron Valle and Mary Mohs 

It will help us look at death 
through the clear lens 

The critical balance between 
academic rigor and joy in learning 

of spiritual growth. 

" ... listen to two experienced individuals 
who spent years exploring dying with 
people faced by this intimate and 
ultimate stage of life. This book will be 
a significantly helpful resource." 

ABINGTON F RIENDS SCHOOL 

A coeducational ~aker school 
from preschool through grade 12 

-Rt. Rev. Wm. Swing 

Paperback • $18.95 • orders: www.yespublishers.com • 800-431-1579 

Yes International Publishers 

575 Washington Lane, Jenkintown, PA 19046 
215-886-4350 

www.abingtonfriends.net 

Quaker Roots Run Deep. 

Since the mid-1700s Quakers have been 
moving to North Carolina. Before you make 
a ret irement dec ision, p lan to visit 

Greensboro, North Carolina and find out w hy 
so many Quakers have settled here. You will 
find Friends Homes, Inc. owns and manages 
two outstanding continuing care retirement 
communities. You w ill enjoy the beauty of four 

changing seasons w ith temperate winters, and 
a stimulating quality of life in an active Q uaker 
community. The area is home to several 
Quaker meetings as well as one of the 
nat ion's most well respected Quaker inst itutions, 
Guilford College. Call (336) 292-9952 
for more informat ion or to arrange a visit to 
Friends Homes. 

FRIENDS HOMES, INC. 

FRIENDS ]OURNAL November 2 006 

Providing Retirement options since 1968 
www .friendshomes.org EOUAl. HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY 
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• Assisted Living 
• Skilled Nursing Care 
• Rehabilitative Therapies 
• Short Stays 
• Respite Care 
• Pet Therapy 
• Medicare certified 
• Medicaid certified 

Faith Woodward, Director of Admissions and Marketing 
700 N. Franklin St., West Chester, PA 
61 D-696-5211 • www.bf.kendal.org 

A NOT.fOR.PAOFIT AFFLWE OF THE KENDAL CORPORATION 

• --
FSA 

EEO/ADA 
LEP 

(5) 
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNI TY 

Free E-Mail Newsletter: 
Quaker Etonomists on the Issues! 
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Do you want to know what some Quaker 
economists, deeply concerned about peace, 
justice and helping the poorest of the poor, 
think about various economic and political 
issues? And , why they think some well
meaning perspectives are on the wrong track? 

Try reading The Quaker Economist, a free weekly online news 
commentary on peace, justice, energy, trade, globalization, and 
other aspects of world affairs. It's provocative, pragmatic and different. 

Over 145 letters have now been published and appear on the 
e-mails of nearly 1 ,000 subscribers world-wide, mostly Quakers. 

To see them all online, visit hUp:/ /tqe.quaker.ore. 
To substrlbe, send an e-mau to tqe-substrlbe@quaker.ore. 

Thus, the book seems cenrered Like a meet
ing for worship, in which the waiting and Lis
tening may be as important as the speaking. 
While this is not a self-help book, it provides 
a wealth of opportunity for readers to Launch 
their own journeys. 

The only quibble I had with this book was 
its lack of explanation about the forms these 
authors used. Explaining that haibun mark a 
journey, that the senyu variant of haiku com
ments on human nature, and that haiku no 
Longer require the constraint of the 5-7-5 syl
lable pattern would prepare readers to enter 
into the spirit of the texts more peacefully. 

In short, reading this book reminded me 
of weekends spent at Pendle Hill, where 
Quaker contemplation gracefully combines 
with an appreciation of Eastern texts and an, 
to create a fertile ground for considering one's 
own life journey. 

-Martha Deed 

Martha Deed is a member of Orchard Park 
{NY.) Meeting. 

The Left Hand of God: 
Taking Back Our Country 
from the Religious Right 
By Michael Lerner. Harper San Fransicso, 
2006. 382 pages. $24.95/hardcover. 

I had heard enough about Rabbi Michael 
Lerner and his Tikkun magazine that when he 
spoke at our local library I made a point of 
being there. 

What most impressed me was his respect 
for middle America. If middle America was 
turning to the Right, he figured that there 
must be a good reason. So he's been listening 
and learning why, and I was eager to hear 
more. His new book, The Left Hand of God· 
Taking Back Our Country from the Religious 
Right, offered the perfect opportunity. 

T he tide comes from the Biblical "right 
hand of God," the all-powerful smiting hope 
of the oppressed. But there is much more to 
God, and Lerner gathers the qualities of for
giveness, generosity, loving kindness, and 
compassion into what he calls the Left Hand 
of God- and argues that this is what the 
world needs now. The book is divided into 
rwo parts, one outlining his picture of the spir
itual crisis of the United States, and the other 
offering a series of proposals framed as a "Spir
itual Covenant with America," and based on 
what he calls "a new bottom line." 

People are voting for big-money Republi
cans with a dominating world view against 
their best interest, Lerner asserts, because they 
are so hungry for meaning in their lives. Ordi
nary folks who spend their working days 
steeped in the warped values of the market-
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TAKING BACK OUR COUNTRY 
FROM THE RELIGIOUS RIGHT 

place-anything for a buck, look out for 
number one, everything has a price-are 
starving for something different when they 
come home. Ceding the workplace to eco
nomic selfishness, the political Right has tak
en the moral advantage elsewhere, capturing 
the language of values and meaning. They are 
adroit at putting the blame for what causes 
people pain on the "demonized other," i.e. 
Muslims, or feminists and homosexuals who 
are selfishly undermining the family. The Left 
addresses economic need much more consis
tently, but its biting criticism of our country, 
and of anyone who doesn't share that perspec
tive, cannot compete for people's hearts. 

Lerner suggests that we have to respond to 

the huge global yearning for meaning and val
ue-based lives by coming out of the closet as 
spiritual people and speaking from our hearts 
about what we really believe in. 

He takes a fascinating trip into the history 
of secularism-how the Enlightenment and 
the emergence of capitalism liberated society 
from the grip of the medieval church, how a 
reliance on scientific advancement and on 
what can be observed and measured became a 
new religion, how the secular Left seemed to 

be breaking out of that materialist mindset 
with the movement of the '60s, but how a nar
row focus on single issues and identity politics 
has hampered it since. 

With no capacity for repentance, atone
ment, and forgiveness, the secular Left has 
been ruthlessly self-critical as well. In terms of 
values, the Left has settled for tolerance, but 
the Left Hand of God includes so much more. 
Lerner urges us to acknowledge that we really 
are spiritual beings, regardless of our religious 
affiliation or lack thereof, and to bring what 
we believe into the public discourse. As long 
as we keep our spirituality private, we cede the 
values conversation to the Right. 

The "Spiritual Covenant with America'' 
starts with support for the family, an institu
tion that has been claimed by the Right, but 
whose explicit goal is to provide love and sup
port. Personal responsibility comes next, 
countering the popular claim that the Left 
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EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

Warm and welcoming, always. 

Kendai-Crosslands offers attractive, 
affordable floor plans in studio, small 
one-bedroom, and one-bedroom units 
to enjoy along with spacious commu
nity grounds, choice of dining areas, 
and a fully-equipped, professionally 
staffed wellness center. Full residen
tial services and lifetime, restraint-free 
health care. 

Kf:NDAL-CROSSLANDS 
crJommunities 

QUAKER-RELATED • NOT-FOR-PROFIT 

For information or a tour, call 
610-388-7001 •1-800-216-1920 

P.O. Box 1 00 • Kennett Square, PA 19348 
www.kcc.kendal.org 

1--------- Kendai-Crosslands Communities welcome 
residents without regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, or national origin. 

*All graduates accepted to college 

*Self-directed, lifelong learning 

*Laptop computer program 

*Daily Collection, weekly 

Meeting for Worship 
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wants the government to do everything for us. 
Next, he suggests a public education move
ment to amend the Constitution to require 
corporations to reapply for their charter, peri
odically, after demonstrating a satisfactory 
record of social responsibility. He proposes 
explicitly values-based public education, 
embedding the values of love, generosity, 
compassion, and awe into the way schools are 
organized. He supports a national health pro
gram such as Canada's, which would save 
$150 billion in private insurance costs. The 
piece of the covenant on the environment 
would have us see the Earth as our common 
wealth and bring spiritual leverage to the con
sumption mentality. Lastly, building a safer 
world envisions a massive global "Marshall 
Plan," and a nonviolent peace force. 

The appendix includes ideas for action, 
such as forming local Spiritual Democratic or 
spiritual Green caucuses, getting the corporate 
social responsibility amendment on local ini
tiatives, reclaiming our holidays and creating 
new ones (Interdependence Day, Honor 
Labor Day, Family Day). 

This is not a perfect book. It gets repeti
tious at times, and occasionally the author's 
idealism seems strained, as with his suggestion 
that entitlement programs be run in a spirit of 
generosity and gratitude. But the idealism in 
general is not a flaw; indeed it may be our best 
hope. For example, while acknowledging that 
a strategy of global generosity toward Ger
many wouldn't have worked in 1938, Lerner 
contends that, put in place from 1919 to 
1932, it might well have stopped Hitler. As he 
says, you don't know what's possible until you 
struggle for it. It may actually rake less energy 
in the end-and be more practical- to go for 
what you really want than to focus on "realis
tic" half-measures. 

Lerner's Jewish perspective is continually 
refreshing. He is clear that all religious- and 
secular-traditions, and each one of us indi
vidually, have dements ofboth hands of God. 
We need to be compassionate with oursdves 
and with each other as we strive to put our 
energies where our hearts lie, and choose hope 
rather than fear. 

By bringing our spiritual beliefs into the 
public discourse, we can help people feel safe 
to champion the values they actually hold but 
fed too afraid to trust, and provide a context 
in which progressive office-seekers can talk 
about what they actually believe. 

Michad Lerner has done us an enormous 
service in this bold and compassionate look at 
our troubled world and the promise of the 
Left Hand of God. 

-Pamela Haines 

Pamela Haines is a member of Central Philadel
phia (Pa.) Meeting. 
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A Private History of Awe 
By Scott Russell Sanders. North Point Press, 
2006, 322 pages. $25/hardcover. 

"On a spring day in 1950, when I was big 
enough to run about on my own two legs yet 
still small enough to ride in my father's arms, 
he carried me onto the porch of a farmhouse 
in Tennessee and held me against his chest, 
humming, while thunder roared and light
ning flared and rain sizzled around us." 

So begins Scott Russell Sanders' latest book 
of spiritual essays-an insightful, wonderfully 
constructed work sure to challenge and inspire 
every reader. It reveals the breadth of his spir
itual searching from childhood through adult
hood and through many of the common 
experiences of life-school, marriage, parent
hood, caring for parents, and more. He writes 
of preachers and teachers, the Bible and 
Walden, &iends and Friends, and much more, 
all of which ultimately inform his quest for 
that which many of us call God. 

Sanders is not content to use one name for 
what he calls a "prime reality" that cannot be 
described ("every such name . .. is only a fin
ger pointing") and yet "shapes and sustains 
everything that exists, surges in every heart
beat, fills every breath." But he does believe 
that each of us, if we learn to pay attention in 
love, can encounter it, each in our own way. 

Sanders began worshiping with Quakers in 
Cambridge, England, while pursuing a grad
uate degree. This was during the Vietnam 
War, and Sanders found himself among 
Friends as they were, he once wrote, "the only 
religious group I could find that took serious
ly the gospel of peace." 

Like many of his earlier books, A Private 
History of Awe demonstrates a definite Quak
er sensibility. There's an appreciation for the 
holiness of everyday life, a revealing of the 
Divine in the daily. As Sanders himself says, 
"This book is my history of openings, &om 

watching a thunderstorm while riding in my 
father's arms, to witnessing the birth of my 
first child while holding my wife's hand." 
While many of us may think of "openings" as 
being, of necessity, dramatic, Sanders reveals 
that they can, and often do, come in the midst 
of the seemingly commonplace. 

This is no book of one dramatic epiphany 
coming at one major life crisis. Instead, it's a 
story of way opening. Sanders tells the stuff of 
his rather ordinary Life in an engaging, hos
pitable style that invites the reader to consid
er the lessons their ordinary lives present and 
to see how way opens for them. He uses sto
ries of his life and the broad themes of fire, air, 
water, and earth. Of A Private History of Awe, 
Sanders says, "I never thought I would make 
such a book, wary as I am of memoirs and 
spirit-language. For years I shied away from 
writing about rdigious experience, in part 
because of the hostility that many literary 
readers show toward all references to spiritual
ity, in part because these matters have always 
seemed to me better left private. Yet the ques
tions I've kept returning to in my adult life are 
essentially religious ones, and I found myself 
unwilling to abandon that terrain to the tele
vangelists and fundamentalists." 

We can be thankful for his change of heart. 
A Private History of Awe is a book to read and 
read again. 

- J Brent Bill 

Holding One Another in 
the Light 
By Marcelle Martin. Pendle Hill Pamphlet 
#382, 2005. 32 pages. $4/softcover. 

Most Friends are familiar with the phrase 
"to hold someone in the Light," and most 
have probably also practiced this form of 
intercessory prayer, whether consciously or 
unconsciously, at one time or another. Even 
those who might be uncomfortable with 
prayer itself, or with the idea of prayer on 
behalf of another person, would probably 
consider it possible, and even natural, to hold 
a person in the Light. 

But what do we mean when we use this 
phrase? Though each of us may do something 
different-picturing the person surrounded 
by light, or sending love and support, or ask
ing God to intercede, or simply bringing the 
person to mind and feeling concern for his or 
her well-being-we all share a common will
ingness to participate in "God's work" of car
ing for each other. 

In this pamphlet, Marcelle Martin tells 
some of her own personal experiences with 
intercessory prayer, and writes, "Experiences 
such as [these] have convinced me that 
although our bodies are separate, we are con-
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HAVERFORD 

PRESIDENT 
Haverford College invites nominat ions and applications for the position of President. Recognized as one of the nation's preeminent liberal arts colleges, 
Haverford is noted for its rigorous academic programs, ability to attract and produce talented undergraduates, excellent facilities, vibrant faculty and staff, 
and deep commitment to diversity and social justice rooted in Quaker values. The next President will be asked to build on the College's substantial 
strengths and move Haverford to a new level of excellence and prominence. 

Founded in 1833, the College is located in suburban Philadelphia on a 200-acre campus that is also an arboretum. Haverford enrolls a diverse student body 
of more than 1,100 men and women from 46 states and 38 countries. The faculty of 135 active teachers and scholars offer more than 30 majors and 
10 concentrations in the social sciences, humanities, and natural sciences. Haverford has a long history of creating an intensely personal learning 
environment for students, which includes involving students in research; each year many students are co-authors of published scientific and scholarly 
papers. In addition, both curricular and co-curricular programs are supplemented by the College's close cooperative relationship with nearby Bryn Mawr 
College as well as by joint programs between Haverford, Bryn Mawr, and Swarthmore Colleges. Haverford's endowment exceeds $450 million. In 2004, 
the College successfully completed a $200 million campaign, the largest in its history. 

The College seeks a leader of integrity and vision who appreciates the unique advantages of a residential l iberal arts college, shares the faculty's 
commitment to research closely combined with teaching, respects the College's strong tradition of student self-governance, endeavors to maintain and 
deepen positive relations with alumni, and will further enhance the College's academic reputation, national and internat ional visibility, resources, and 
internal administration . The President will work collaboratively with the campus community of faculty, staff, and students as well as the broader Haverford 
constituency of alumni, parents, and friends under the auspices of the Board of Managers to formulate and implement institutional priorities and plans. 

Evaluation of candidate materials will begin immediately and continue until a new President is selected. The College is being assisted in the search by the national 
executive search firm, Isaacson, Miller. Nominations and letters of interest with a curriculum vitae may be sent in confidence to: 

Peter Stanley and Barbara R. Stevens 
ISAACSON, MILLER 

1875 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 710, Washington, DC 20009 
3289@imsearch.com 

Electronic submissions are strongly encouraged 
http:/ /www.haverford.edu/presidentialsearch/ 

Haverford College is an equal opportunity employer. Moreover, the presidential search committee encourages nominations of 
and applications from women and people of color. 
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nected to one another in an invisible, spiritu
al web through which something very power
ful and healing can be transmitted instanta
neously-light, energy, love, forgiveness, soul 
communication." 

She considers the nature of "the prayer of 
caring" and how we may explore such prayer 
within and among ourselves. The pamphlet 
combines spiritual reflection with practical 
suggestions for the use of intercessory prayer 
in small and large group contexts within our 
meetings, on behalf of individuals, specific sit
uations, and worldwide social and environ
mental concerns, demonstrating how "hold
ing one another in the Light" (whatever that 
may mean to each of us) can deepen and 
broaden our spirituality, our relationships, 
and our communities. 

- Kirsten Backstrom 

Writer Kirsten Backstrom, a member of Mult
nomah (Oreg.) Meeting, works with those mov
ing through illness, disability. and loss. She is the 
publisher ofCompass Points. 

Answering the Call to Heal 
the World 
By Patience A Schenck. Pendle Hill Pamphlet 
#383, 2006. 34 pages. $4/softcover. 

In the opening pages of this pamphlet, 
Patience Schenck asks some challenging ques
tions of our modern-day Religious Society of 
Friends, and answers them with a compas
sionate and accurate understanding that 
should "speak to our condition." 

She asks, "Why don't we shake all the 
country for ten miles round?" She praises our 
intentions and our good efforts, but shows 
how we often fall shon of the profound 
commitment of early Friends who gave them
selves over completely to the requirements of 
the Spirit in their lives, even when such obe
dience was ill-received by the world in which 
they lived. 

Early Friends faced ostracism, loss of 
wealth and standing, and fierce punishments. 
But what do we face today? What are we up 
against when we try to follow deep leadings? 

As Schenck wri res, "We often feel pulled in 
so many directions by the needs we perceive 
that we don't know where to begin. Or perhaps 
we work on several of these concerns-they all 
seem so important-and we become over
whelmed. Soon we drop out from exhaustion. 
Then we feel guilty, which can paralyze us." 

Nevenheless, this pamphlet is not about 
our inability to live up to our leadings, but 
about the potential we have to follow those 
leadings fully, in ways appropriate to the par
ticular challenges of our times. 

Schenck provides encouragement and 

practical tools (suggestions and exercises) for 
discerning where we are called, and for find
ing guidance in our own gifts, our "deepest 
caring," our natural responses to the concerns 
that speak to us. While honestly addressing 
some of the "barriers to faithfulness" (espe
cially just trying to do too much, too quick
ly), she reminds us to listen to what is already 
there within us, in humility and hopefulness 
rather than self-denigration and despair: 
"being led by the Spirit is pan of what it 
means to be human, not something that hap
pens to 'special' people." 

Modern Friends are called, just as early 
Friends were called, to meet the Spirit of our 
times and, in our various large and small ways, 
"shake all the country for ten miles round." 

-Kirsten Backstrom 

The Mystery of Quaker 
Light 
By Peter Bien. Pendle Hill Pamphlet #384, 
2006. 30 pages. $4/softcover. 

What do we mean when we use everyday 
Quaker expressions such as "the Inner Light" 
or "the Light within''? Most of us probably 
have a personal sense of what is meant by 
"Light" in such phrases, but few of us have 
looked into the very nature of this Light 
with intellectual and spiritual rigor and with 
reference to Scripture, history, philosophy, 
poetry, and science as Peter Bien has done in 
this pamphlet. 

The quotations alone- including the 
words of prominent Friends, inspired religious 
poets and teachers, and eloquent scientists 
and researchers-are enough to call into ques
tion any assumptions we might have that 
the Light is, well, just light. Introducing his 
subject, Bien writes, "Many Friends will per
haps prefer to let Quaker Light remain a mys
tery; some, on the other hand, may be inter
ested in examining the very non-mysterious 
process that led to the primacy of Light in 
Quaker theology." 

In pursuit of the fire from which Quaker 
Light flows, this pamphlet cakes us through 
the dry and rocky lands of the ancient 
Hebrews and Greeks, through the meeting 
places of early Friends and modern Friends, 
through the many and varied landscapes, lab
oratories, and libraries where leaps of faith and 
reason have been made to lead us to our "mys
terious" sense of the Light. 

-Kirsten Backstrom 
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rnends World Committee 
for Consultation 
SECTION O F THE AMERICAS 

Comite Mundial de Consulta 
de los Amigos 
SECCI6N DE LAS AM~RICAS 

Working alongside Habitat for Humanity in Richmond, Indiana ... was a 

very hot but enjoyable time, where we all learnt new skills such as building 

walls and roofing . .. . It was rewarding to see the progress that had been 

made in just three days. From the epistle of the 2006 pilgrimage 
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Connecting Friends 

Vincula a los Amigos 

Crossing Cultures 

Sobrepasa Barreras Cu/turales 

Changing Lives 

Cambia Vidas 

"/ feel ... in possession of a 

large measure of hope for 

the future of Quakerism" 

Christina Van Regenmorter, leader, 2006 
Quaker Youth Pilgrimage to the US Midwest 

Friends World Committee for Consultation 
Section of the Americas 
1506 Race Street, Philadelphia PA 19102, USA 
215. 241. 7250, americas@fwccamericas.org 

www.fwccamericas.org 
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In God We Die 
By Wzrren Ostrom. Pendle Hill Pamphlet 
#385. Pendle Hill Publications, 2006. 36 
pages. $4/softcover. 

In God wt> Die tackles some very difficult 
social, political, personal and spiritual ques
tions. How do we know when we should fight 
through a life-threatening illness to the bitter 
end, and when we should let go? How can we 
know whether there is more life to be lived, or 
whether our "time has come"? Even more dif
ficult, how can we make such decisions on 
behalf of those we love, when they are unable 
to make decisions for themselves? 

Warren Ostrom addresses the complexities 
of such questions, but expresses a sense of 
clarity that "God's will" is there to guide us if 
we are able to listen deeply and exercise dis
cernment. He encourages us to consider that 
"letting go" may be the best option, especial
ly when the alternative involves expensive 
and potentially debilitating medical proce
dures, and he emphasizes the financial and 
personal "uade-offs" that must be made by 
individuals and societies in order to pay for 
questionable ourcomes. 

T his pamphlet has much to offer, from 
detailed practical advice about the conduct of 
clearness committees, ro thoughts on how one 
could do without medical insurance, to mus
ings about the narure of death and God. Bur 
at times it seems to reach conclusions too 
quickly, and over-simplify situations thar can
not be reduced to righr or wrong answers. 

Although Ostrom acknowledges the often 
paradoxical nature of"God's will," his empha
sis is on the things he feels we can know for 
sure, thar we can get the answers to. He writes, 
"I ask questions. I suggest some answers. But 
since I don'r have all the answers, some of the 
questions remain. Maybe you, with God's 
help, can answer them." 

With such inrricate and delicare personal 
and spiritual questions at issue, I wonder 
whether we should actually be seeking definite 
"answers" at all. When dealing with the mean
ing of our lives and deaths, many of the best 
"answers" involve an openness to the ques
tioning process itself, a willingness to experi
ence the limits of what we can know, a sense 
of awe at the mystery beyond our certainties, 
and the capacity to be humble and compas
sionate with ourselves when we inevitably 
make mistakes. 

-/(jrsten Backstrom 
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Katrina Reflections 
continued .from page 14 

crime scene. Yet nearly 1,500 people have 
died as a result of poor levee design and 
construction by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, and not one person has been 
fired or demoted. When tens of thou
sands of souls begged for food and water 
at the Moria! Convention Center and 
Louisiana Superdome, no help came for 
nearly a week, and instead, those respon
sible for the debacle were praised. 

Here are more questions: If gasoline is 
expensive now, what will happen when 
the Louisiana oil, gas, and petrochemical 
industries are shut down or crippled? Do 
people in Maine realize that much of their 
natural gas comes from Plaquemines 
Parish, the toe of the Louisiana boot? 
What of the billions of dollars in imports 
and exports that move through the port of 
New Orleans? What of the 27 percent of 
the U.S. seafood industry to which 
Louisiana is home? How will the coast
lines of Texas, Florida, North Carolina, 
and New York be protected? 

Meanwhile, what is spent on the war 
in Iraq in six months could fully restore 
the entire coastline and barrier islands of 
Louisiana in five to ten years. What is 
spent in Iraq in two to three months 
could build a flood protection system for 
New Orleans equal to that of the Nether
lands, whose seaside nation lies as much 
as 22 feet below sea level. What will peo
ple say when they lose their homes and 
communities to earthquakes, wildfires, 
floods, and other calamities? Will they 
find it easy to listen to their neighbors 
who say, "You're not safe, so leave"? Is it 
even practical? 

A local public service announcement 
aired on TV always brings tears to my eyes: 

This is our heart, this is our home, 
this is our life, 

Louisiana, 
This is our day, come what may, 

This is our home. 

This is our home. The situation is be
ginning to stabilize, but it is still quite des
perate; people are still suffering and will 
for years to come in this worst natural dis
aster in the history of our nation. Who 
will help us reclaim and rebuild our home, 
and see us as they see themselves? 0 
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~ Foulkeways at Gwynedd, community 
members look forward to exploring new 
horizons and re-establishing past interests and 
hobbies. There's always something close at 
hand to inspire both mind AND body! 

So, what are you doing with the 
second half of YOUR life? 

For more information about life at Foulkeways 
Continuing Care Retirement Community, call 
Lori Schmidt at llS-283-7010 in the 
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Nozuko's Story 
continued .from page II 

to recognize the symptoms that indicate 
when Nqobile should be with her mother. 

The grass around the Riervlei Primary 
School is tall enough to swallow some of 
its students. Like anything neglected, the 
school suffers; walls are cracked and peel
ing, windows are broken or missing alto
gether. Litter strewn from the rutted vil
lage road lurks in the grass. 

Mrs. Sylba-rose has taught at the 
school since 1978. The 40-plus children 
sit three to a desk in her classroom. Nqo
bile sits in the second-row-center, nestled 
between a girl and a boy. Mrs. Sylba-rose 
commands attention from the noisy 
youngsters, directing them to write the 
lesson on the chalkboard in front of them. 

One cannot tell just from looking that 
Nqobile has HIY. Although older, she is 
smaller than many; but her uniform is 
neat and dean, and she is just as mischie
vous. Mrs. Sylba-rose has made sure the 
little girl with the round face and bright 
eyes is treated like the others. Though the 
teacher has not disclosed Nqobile's status 
to the class, many parents of the children 
have read about Nozuko and Nqobile in 
regional publications. Still, Nqobile has 
no problem with the other children, who 
treat her like any other classmate. 

It is uncommon for a child with HN 
to live as long as Nqobile, but it does hap
pen for reasons not fully understood by 
experts. It could be that she is well cared 
for and has a good diet in a stable, loving 
environment. It could be that Nqobile's 
physical conscirution is more resilient to the 
virus, as her mother's appears to be. Or it 
could be that elusive factor that has bewil
dered humankind for thousands of years: 
the spirit. Spiritual believers acknowledge 
that the gods work in mysterious ways 
sometimes, ofren through the most 
unlikely of messengers. That the informa
tion necessary to protect lives from a 
deadly disease comes from those afflicted 
may be one of those mysteries. 

Nozuko and Nonjambulo, along with 
the staff at Riervlei Hospital, relentless in 
their pursuit to provide HN education, 
have targeted teachers at Riervlei schools. 
Mrs. Sylba-rose has understood and 
absorbed the informacion, and now she 
not only passes it on to her own students, 
but, in the case ofNqobile, she puts those 
rules into practice. 

"I teach the children that HN/AIDS 
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is an infectious disease and how someone 
gets affected, but I also teach them how to 

escape it, because in the beginning the 
children are afraid," she recites. "I also tell 
them that one who is HN-positive must 
be accepted, even at home." 

Nozuko and Nonjambulo also partici
pate in the Good Start Program, based 
at University of Western Cape. They 
receive a stipend to follow up, monthly, 
on babies of village mothers for the first 
nine months of the baby's life. On a sun
ny autumn day, Nozuko travels to a remote 
village near the Singisi Road to follow 
up on one of her five clients. It takes 
an hour to get there. Returning home 
from the journey, Nozuko breaks the 
silence with her trademark refrain, "I am 
sooooooo hungry!" 

A clear sign that, for now, all is well. 

November 200S, Urnzimkulu 
For Nozuko, her own little miracle is 

second only to that of her 11-year-old 
daughter. Nqobile started on ARVs in 
July 2004. The sickly child, who battled 
and hacked her way through each day for 
the past six years, now sashays through her 
granny's house in slip-on plastic pink high 
heels and a flouncey skirt. She has ex
changed her economy of motion for a lit
tle bit of rhythm in every step, even some 
spontaneous jumping. She's hot stuff and 
she knows it. Her last CD4 count of near
ly a year ago was 338, up from 80. 

Nozuko continues to counsel, now 
receiving a salary supplied by a founda
tion in Colombia, visiting the HN-posi
tive and their families. For World AIDS 
Day she will participate in an educational 
event at her home village, Singisi, and 
publicly disclose herself to the communi
ty for the fourth time. There's still a lot of 
work to do, but Nozuko's personal trans
formation has been remarkable. 

Currently, Nozuko describes herself as 
happy. "Everything is good this way. I 
have my children and family to love and 
I feel that there is nothing to stop me from 
doing what I like." What has she not been 
able to achieve? Don't ask her about her 
driver's test results or romantic relation
ships. Do ask her about her CD4 count
it has risen to 739 in six months. 0 
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Personalized Care in the 
Quaker Tradition 

Since 1896 

A Quiet, 
Home-Like Setting in a 
Beautifully Landscaped 
Atmosphere 

• Private Rooms, Suites and 
Apartments 

• Recreational Activities 

• 24 Hour Security 
• Assistance with Activities of Daily 

Living 
• Some Financial 

Assistance Available 
• Emergency Response System 

• Three Nutritious, Home-Cooked 
Meals Served Daily in Elegant 
Surroundings 

For information please 
call856-235-4884 

28 Main Street, 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 • Linen and Housekeeping Services 

Stewardship 
Solutions 

MMA, an established, church-related organiza
tion, is seeking sales professionals to provide 
insurance and financial solutions to one of the 
industry's most loyal markets. 

MMA is a highly trusted organization 
serving individuals and businesses primarily 
associated with Mennonite and other 
Anabaptist-related denominations. Excellent 
income potential and generous benefits. To 
learn more, visit www.mma-online.org/careers. 
Fax or e-mail resume to (574) 537-6635 or 
hr@mma-online.org. 
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"Sometimes I feel as if we 
have our own life-time 
learning establishment:' 

-A Foxdale Resident 
Opportunities for growth abound at Foxdale Village, 
a community where each resident is encouraged to live 
fully and compassionately, with respect and care for 
each other. Three levels of care contribute to a graceful 
life at Foxdale: residential living in ground-floor garden 
apartments, assisted living, and skilled nursing. 

• Front-door public transportation to theatres, 
museums, sporting events, and shopping 

• Cultural and educational Q 
opportunities at nearby · Foxdale 
Penn State's campus Vi II 

• Reasonable fees include - I age 
lifetime medical care 
and pharmacy 

A Quaker-Directed Continuing 
Care Retirement Community 

SOO •:m;t Maql)n ..\\enue • State College. P..\ I6NOI • ww\\.foxdale\'illage.org 
For more information call (814) 238-3322 or (800) 2S3-49Sl 
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Olney Friends School 
Barnesville, OH Est. 1837 

Good schooL Good friends. 
• Intellectually challenging 

• College preparatory 

• Coeducational boarding 
and day high school 

• Supportive Quaker 
community 

Core values: 
Integrity, equality, peace, 
simplicity, respect for the 

environment and the individual. 

• NEWS 

Quaker H ouse, Belfast, Ireland, is selling its 
house. It will acquire an office in central 
Belfast, where staff will no longer live on the 
premises. Responding to the tenor of the 
times, both figuratively and literally, the envi
ronment around the traditional house has 
changed into a student area, with intrusive 
noise and costly repairs, while the mode of its 
collaborative work has been moving out into 
the premises of other organizations. The need 
for the original property is gone, but the serv
ice will remain at its new location.-The 
Friendly WOrd Ireland April- May 2006 

T he first steps in setting up a Christian 
Peacemaker Team in Australasia have been 
taken. Members of Friends World Commit
tee for Consultation-Asia and West Pacific 
Section made plans to begin the task of 
fundraising, raising awareness, and finding 
volunteers to serve at April meetings in 
Sydney, Australia. The Regional section 
includes Hong Kong and South Korea.
Seoul (Korea) Meeting, <www2.golcom/user 
lquakerslkorea_quakers.htm> 

Friends United Meeting has begun a strate
gic planning process "to create a future for 
future generations with the focus on the out
come, not the problem." FUM General 
Board/Richmond and FUM/Richmond staff 
met for two days in June to begin the process 
of strategic planning for the future. Board 
members are asking: Who are we? What do 
we want to be? How do we get there? Interest 
areas are divided into Identity, Evangelism, 
Administration, and Communication. FUM's 
vision statement was decided to be "FUM
passionate and growing as wimessed through 
lives transformed by Christ." The board will 
also send questionnaires to field staff and year
ly meetings worldwide.-<fom.07p 

Quaker Peace and Social Wimess of the UK, 
with other churches and faiths, wrote to 
Prime Minister Tony Blair in August to urge 
his leadership in resolving the Lebanon
lsrael-Gaza wars. They sought his influence 
on altering the negotiating stance of the EU, 
U.S., and Arab states to work within the UN 
to implement all relevant Resolutions, and "to 

consider seriously the impact of current 

• BULLETIN BOARD 

Upcoming Events 

•December-Burundi, Congo, and Rwanda 
Yearly Meetings 

•December 30-January 2-Young Friends 
New Year Gathering at Woodbrooke Quaker 
Study Centre, UK For information visit 
<WWW.woodbrooke.org.ulo or call +01 (21) 
472-5171. 
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British foreign policy in the Middle East on 
relations between different religious and eth
nic groups in the UK." According to 
<WWW.worldpublicopinion.org>, a majority 
of Britons (63 percent) and Canadians (53 
percent) think that their prime ministers' 
Middle East policies are roo close to President 
George W Bush's, while fewer than a fourth 
of Britons believe that their military forces are 
helping either Iraq or Afghanistan. A majori
ty of Canadians now oppose deployment of 
their troops in Afghanistan, increasing over 
the summer months, as Canadian combat 
deaths have increased. -<quaker.org.uk> 

The Bush Administration is asking the 
Supreme Court to decide whether taxpayers 
have "standing" in court to challenge presi
dential actions that they believe illegally 
encroach on the boundary between church 
and state. At issue is the Faith Based Initiative, 
granting over $2 billion to churches for social 
services provisions while exempting them 
from certain civil rights requirements. The 
suit was brought by Freedom from Religion 
Foundation of Wisconsin, and has traversed 
the courts, winning an appellate court ruling 
that granted them standing to pursue their 
challenge. The administration now wants the 
high court to rule on standing; citizens do 
have standing under the Constitution to chal
lenge Congressional decisions as opposed ro 
Executive decisions. If the Supreme Court 
allows the appellate court ruling to stand, 
denying the administration judicial review, 
the appellate ruling will hold, and will be 
another blow to the administration's assertion 
of the independence of presidential authority 
during the "war on rerror."-The Roundtable 
on Religion and Social Welfare Policy, <religio
nandsocialpolicy.orglnews> 

Friends General Conference has a new 
youth-oriented website at <WWW.quakeryouth 
.org>. The website is "a place where anyone 
can learn more about Quakerism . . . and post 
cool events." Its resources include a directory 
for traveling younger Friends; a way to post 
photos on its Flickr list; opportunities for jobs, 
internships, and service; idea-sharing for 
monthly meetings to bolster their intergener
ational activities; and a discussion board. 

Resource 

•Quaker.org is happy to host web pages or 
domain names for any activity under the 
care of a Friends meeting. Rather than pay 
for hosting, a meeting may contact Russ 
Nelson at <nelson@quaker.org> to arrange 
for free hosting. 
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Lower School 
Visitors' Mornings 
Pre-k- Grade 4 

Thursday, October 5th 
Wednesday October 18th 
Thursday, November 16th 
9:00 am- 11 :00 am 

For more information, 
please call: 610-642-7575 

Middle/Upper School 
Visitors' Mornings 
Grades 5-12 
Thursday, October 26th 
8:45 am-11 :00 am 

For more information, 
please call: 610-649-7440 

Friends' 
CENTRAL 

www.friendscentral.org 

Come to 
Pendle Hill 

December 1-3 
The Light Within: Thomas Kelly 
and the Beloved Community 
with Deborah Shaw 

December 4-8 
The Light and My Voice 
in Community 
with Rubye Howard Braye 

December 8-10 
Exploring Dreams: 
Transforming Ourselves/ 
Transforming the World 

with Jeremy TayTor 

PENDLE HILL 
A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 

338 Plush Mill Road · Wallingford, PA 19086 
www.pendlehill.org 

To find out more, contact 
800.742.3150 (US only) ext 3 
610.566.4507 ext 3 
registrar@pendlehill.org 
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• Friends Academy 
Founded 1876 Located on scenic Long Island, 

less than 30 miles from New York City. 

Celebrating our 125th Anniversary 

Founded in 1876 by Gideon Frost for "the children of Friends and those 
similarly sentimented," Friends Academy is a Quaker, coeducational, inde
pendent, college preparatory day school serving 7 50 students from age three 
through the twelfth grade . The school awards significant financial assistance. 

Friends Academy • Duck Pond Road • Locust Valley, NY 11560 

Phone: 516-676-0393 • Fax: 516-671-2025 • work@fa.org 

It's the 

of (j) Broadmead 
Q!;!/tt. inclusive healthcare, maintenance-free garden apartments, 

and interesting friends are a way of life at Broadmead. Enjoy an 
abundance of resident-driven programs & activities or the serenity 
of the natural surroundings on this 94-acre campus. It's all up to 
you. We invite you to visit us and catch the Broadmead spirit. 
Call (410) 584-3388 to schedule your personal 

Broadmead is an inclusive, accredited, not 
Continuing Care Retirement Community 
and operated in the caring Quaker tradition. 

TIY /Voice-Maryland Relay Service 
1·800-201-7165 ~ 
www.broadmead .org J.5.r 

• MILESTONES 

Deaths 
Cahalan- William Francis Cahalan, 91, on March 
2, 2006, in Cincinnati, Ohio. Bill was born on 
April 20, 1914, in New York City, to John I. Caha
lan and Ellen Lennon Cahalan. He graduated from 
St. Francis Xavier High School in 1932, and 
received a bachelor's degree from Fordham Univer
sity in 1935 and a master's degree in Psychology 
from Columbia University in 1941. During 
1937-40, he worked as registrar at his former high 
school, and volunteered at Friendship House in 
Harlem, N.Y. He taught at Dover, Delaware's Spe
cial School during 1941-42, before serving in the 
Navy during World War II. It was during 1943-44 
at the Naval Training Station in Bainbridge, Md., 
that he met Renna Lee Tway, whom he married in 
1944. Afrer discharge from the Navy in 1945, he 
taught English and Psychology at University of 
Dayton, where he became an assistant professor of 
Psychology until 1953. Later he was an adjunct 
professor of Philosophy and Psychology for five 
years at Xavier University and for 19 years at 
Thomas More College, obtaining his license as a 
psychologist in 1973. Afrer working as Personnel 
Director at E.E MacDonald in Dayton, Ohio, 
while living in nearby Miamisburg, Bill pursued his 
chief career as personnel director at Western and 
Southern Life Insurance in Cincinnati, where he 
and his family moved in 1957. Bill gradually 
became a pacifist as the Cold War escalated and the 
United States became involved in Korea and Viet
nam. He participated in marches and peace educa
tion initiatives, first as a member of the alternative 
Catholic Bea Community in Cincinnati in the late 
1960s, and then, following his retirement, as an 
anender of Community Meeting in Cincinnati. 
He had a great love of nature and the sea, consis
tently labored to choose the right path, had lifelong 
philosophical and spiritual growth, was an excellent 
tennis player, and, above all, was constantly devot
ed to his wife and to his entire extended family. Bill 
and Lee's intermixed ashes, according to their 
recorded wishes, were spread into tbe Earth at a 
beloved nature preserve not far &om their home, 
near a tree and bench in their honor. They are also 
memorialized together on a cenotaph monument 
in the Quaker section of Cincinnati's historic 
Spring Grove Cemetery, and by a memorial bench 
just outside their last room at the nearby Llanfair 
Retirement Community. Bill is predeceased by his 
wife of 60 years, Lee. He is survived by his children 
and their spouses, William Lee Cahalan and Deb
orah Jordan, Robert E and Margaret Cahalan, 
Kathleen J. Cahalan and Dennis Fausz, and James 
M. Cahalan and Lea Masiello; grandchildren, Car
oline Masiello, Joel and Gabriel Cahalan, Clare and 
Rose Masiello Cahalan, and Dylan Cahalan; and 
by his great-grandson, Owen Masiello Silberg. 

Pixton-Laurama Page Pixton, 84, on February 
15, 2006, in Claremont, Cali£ Laurama was born 
on December 1, 1921. She received her BA in Psy
chology in 1943 from Swarthmore College, and an 
MA &om Haverford College in 1945, afrer which 
she helped resettle Polish refugees in Mexico and 
served with her husband, John Pixton, in Morocco 
from 1960 to 1961. Starting in 1964, she was coor
dinator of the East-West Desk in the International 
Division of American Friends Service Committee. 
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During her 25 years of dedicated service with 
AFSC, she arranged annual, off-the-record forums 
in which U.S., British, and Russian public figures 
could quiedy examine enhanced cooperation, as 
well as reciprocal residential seminars for academ
ics and journalists; seminars for youth leaders; and 
reciprocal visits of disarmament specialisrs. She 
frequendy visited the Soviet Union, negotiating 
future programs and exchanges, and was a Q uaker 
delegate to the Russian O rthodox C hurch-sposored 
World Religious Conference in Moscow in 1982. 
She was widely consulted as a resource for people 
in the United States who were interested in build
ing contactS with Soviet citizens, and she served on 
the advisory boards of Citizen Exchange Council, 
Institute for Soviet-American Relations, and the 
John T. Conner Center for U.S.-U.S.S.R Citizens 
D ialogue Project. She was a member of Upper 
D ublin (Pa.) Meeting. T he Page-Pixton Endowed 
Scholarship for Foreign Study was created by 
Laurama's brother, Ed, to honor his sister's tireless 
work and to further their joint devotion to the 
spirit of Quaker service. It expands on and replaces 
the Laurama Page Pixton 1943 Scholarship, which 
was created in 1989 to help foreign studenrs from 
the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe at
tend Swarthmore. Laurama is survived by her 
daughter, Carol Pixton. 

Wagner-David Thornton Wagner, 74, on Sep
tember 9, 2005, in West M ilford, N.J. Dave was 
born on May 4, 1931, in Philadelphia, Pa. H e 
married Edith Hartle on April 4, 1953. They lived 
in West Milford, where Dave had a long and 
dedicated teaching career at Wayne Valley High 
School. He invested his life in sharing knowledge 
and caring for young people. Involved with school 
and comm unity affi.irs, he helped found the Band 
Parenrs Association at West M ilford High School, 
where his children attended. H e was an active 
member of the Lions Club. H is love oflife showed 
in his enthusiasm for trains, books, creative art, 
music, gardening, and travel. He loved Christmas, 
and made it a magical time for the family. He and 
Edith joined Montclair Meeting in 1966 and were 
members for nearly 40 years, participating in every 
aspecr of the meeting's life. Dave brought his 
enthusiasm and gendeness to the First-day school; 
his natural warmth to Reception and Advance
ment Committee; and his integrity, dedication , 
and common sense to the Board of Trustees. He 
enlivened committee meetings and monthly meet
ing for business with his wry sense of humor, and 
he always seemed to know when to reach out to 
burdened Friends with his light touch and sparkle. 
His love of Scripture showed tangibly in the well
worn leather-bound Testament that he always had 
at hand. Dave had overflowing abundance of gen
erous spiri t and love. He is deeply missed. Dave is 
survived by his wife, Edith Wagner; two daugh
ters, Debra Frielle and Renee Bierly; a son, Bruce 
Wagner; and seven grandchildren. 
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• CLASSIFIED 

For lnformetlon call (215) 563-8629 
Fax (215) 588-13n 
E-1111111: adaales@frlendsjoumel.org 

Classified rates 80f; per word. Minimum charge 
is $25. Logo is additional $19. Add 10% n boxed. 
1 0"/o discount for three consecutive insertions, 
25% for six. Appearance of any advertisement 
does not imply endorsement by Friends Joumal. 

CWSIFIED AD DEADUNES: 
January issue: November 6 
February issue: December 11 

Submit your ad to : 

Advertising Manager, Friends Joumal 
12 16 Arch Street, 2A 
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835 

(215) 563-8629 

Accommodations 
VIsiting Co sta Rica? Our hostel Casa Ridgway, in central 
San Josa, awaits you in the tradition of Quaker simplic
ity. $1 0-20/night. Using our hostel supports Peace Center 
programs. Sunday unprogrammed meeting. All are wel
come. Contact <Casaridgway®yahoo.eS>, or 01 1 (506) 233-
6168. 

Seattle - Two affordable, private travelers' rooms at Quaker 
Housa, near University Friends Meeting, centrally located in 
Seattle's University District. For reservations: (206) 632-
9839 or <quakerhousa.sea@juno.com>. 

Maml's House, Martha's Vineyard, MA. Contemplative sum
mer/fall B&B. Informal, contemporary, crafts, natural light, 
sybaritic baths, tranquil setting. Peaceful oasis for hectic 
lives. Bike to ferry, town, beach. For brochureflnformation/ 
reservations: (508) 696-6198, <marnivh@vineyard.net>, 
<NWW.marnlshouse.com>. 

William Penn House & Washington Quaker Workcamps . 
Washington, D.C., Quaker Center on Capitol Hill offering 
hospitality, meeting space , and worship. Offering work
camp opportunities for youth, peace studies seminars 
for educators, and seminars for all ages. Leadership train
ing for Quaker young adults through our internship pro
gram. All are welcome. <NWW.WmPennHouse.org>, <info 
@WmPennHouse.org>. (202) 543-5560. 515 East Capitol 
St., SE, Washington, D.C. 20003. 

Looking for a creative living alternative In New Yo rk 
City? Penington Friends House may be the place for you! 
We are looking for people of all ages who want to make a 
serious commitment to a community lifestyle based on 
Quaker principles. For information call (212) 673-1730. We 
also have overnight accommodations. 

Santa Fe -Simply charming adobe guest apartment at our 
historic meetinghouse. Fireplace, bath, kitchenette, very 
convenient to downtown and galleries, as well as our tran
quil garden. One night-<>ne month stays, affordable. Call 
(505) 983-7241. 

Pitts burgh -Well located, affordable, th ird-floor (walkup) 
guest rooms with shared bath. Single or double occupancy. 
Kitchen available. Contact: House Manager, Friends Meet
inghouse, 4836 Ellsworth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213. 
Telephone: (412) 683-2669. 

Beacon Hill Friends House: Quaker-sponsored residence 
of 19 interested in community living, spiritual growth, peace, 
and social concerns. All faiths welcome. For information, 
application: BHFH, 6 Chestnut Street, Boston, MA 02108-
3624. (617) 227-9118. Overnight and short-term accommo
dations also available. <d irectors@bhfh.org>, <WWW 
.bhfh.org>. 

Ch icago -Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends meetinghouse. Short- or long-term. Contact: Sofia 
Community, Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Avenue, 
Chicago, ll60637. (773) 288-3066. 

Coming to l o ndon? Friendly B&B just a block from the 
British Museum and very close to london University. A 
central location for all tourist activities. Ideal for persons 
traveling alone. Direct subway and bus links with Heathrow 
Airport. The Penn Club, 21 Bedlord Place, l ondon WC1 B 
5JJ. Telephone: +44 (207) 636-4718 . Fax: +44 (207) 636-
5516. <NWW.pennclub.co.uk>. 

Ashland, Oreg.-Friendly place in Southern Oregon for 
outstanding theater, rafting, fishing, birding, quiet time. Anne 
Hatha way 's B&B and Garden Suites. <www 
. ashlandbandb.com>; (800) 643-4434. 

Chattanooga Meeting offers one unfurnished bed
room, use of entire meetinghouse, to a resident. $225 monthly 
rental includes all utilities, including telephone. Becky Ingle 
(423) 629-5914 or <becingle@bellsouth.net>. 

Assistance Sought 

Cat sltter(s) needed. Brighton, England. February-March 
2007. Beautiful apartment, near sea, meetinghouse, 
shops, railway, countryside. 50 miles south of London. 
Contact: Harvey Gillman at <ZVi@gotadsl.co.uk>. 

Books and Publications 
Friends Bulletin, magazine of Western U.S. Quakers, sub
scription $18. A Western Quaker Reader, $ 19. Compas
sionate Listening, $ 16. Friends Bulletin, 3223 Danaha St., 
Torrance, CA 90505. <Westernquaker.net>, <friendsbulletin 
@aol.com>. 

Quaker Artist-Cards and calendars, inspired by the 
Southwest and Japan, to benefit AFSC and other non
profit organizations. See and purchase at <www 
.sunlit-art.com>. 

~E~DLE I:IILL BQQKSIQBE 
More than 2,000 books on Quakerism, religion, spiritu· 
ality, peace, art, and social justice. 
Also children's books, wind chimes, and hand-crafted 
pottery. 

' "" (800) "'~'"' ~ ''"' """"'· '"·' e-mail <bookstore@pendlehill.org>. 
Open M·F 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 1:30 p.m.-4:30 
p.m.; ask about weekends. <NWW.pendlehill.org>. 

many facets of Quaker life, thought, and spiritu· 
~ " "'" Hm ,..,...,, ruo timoly _, oo 

ality, readable at one sitting. Subscribe to re-
ceive six pamphlets/year for $25 (US). Also 
available: every pamphlet published previously 

by Pendle H ill. (800) 742-3 150 ext. 2 or <bookstore 
@pendlehill.org>. <NWW.pendlehill.org>. 

You 're In good company with Friends United Press au
thors, including Douglas Steere, Howard Thurman, Daisy 
Newman, John Punshon, Tom Mullen, Doug Gwyn, Louise 
Wilson, Wil Cooper, T. Canby Jones, D. Elton Trueblood, 
and, of course, George Fox, John Woolman, and William 
Penn. Inspiration, humor, fiction, and history that take you to 
the roots of Quaker beginnings, belief, and beyond. Write: 
101-A Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, IN 47374 for a free 
catalog or call (800) 537-8839. <NWW.fum.org>. 

Quaker Books: Rare and out-of·print journals, history, 
re ligion, inspirational. Contact us for specific books o r 
topics. Vintage Books, 181 Hayden Rowe Street, 
Hopkinton, MA 0 1748. (508) 435-3499. E·mail us at 
<Vintage@gis.net>. 

Free Quaker Pamphlets 
Older Pendle Hill Pamphlets, Quaker Universalists, Will-
iam Penn Lectures, for study groups, workshops, educa-
tional programs, individual journeys. 

For Sale 

<http://pamphlets.quaker.org> 

Bookpl ates, personalized or not, make 
great gilts. Antioch Bookplates plus our 
own line of bookplates printed by Antioch . 
Visit <http://FriendlySpirit.com>. P.O . Box 
471, Yellow Springs, OH 45387 (937) 767-
7272. 

Quaker related gifts for Friends 
and other Seekers. Personaliza
tion available. Bumperstickers, 
t-shirts, buttons, more. 

<OuakerShop.com>l PO Box 471 , Yellow Springs, OH 
45387. (937) 767 -7272. 

Opportunities 
Quaker House Ann Arbor has periodic openings in a six
person intentional community based on Friends principles. 
(734) 761-7435. <quakerhouse@umich.edu>; <NWW.ic.org 
.qhaa> . 
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Events at pendle Hill 
November 3--5: Inquirers' Weekend: Basic Quaker
Ism, with Maurine Pyle and Jerry Leaphart 
November 6-10: Yoga You Can Take Home With You, 
with Bob Butera 
November 24-26: Preparing for Emmanuel: A Semi
Silent Advent Retreat, with Katharine and Ken Jacobson 
December 1-3: The Light Within: Thomas Kelly and 
the Beloved Community, with Deborah Shaw 
December 4-8: The Light and My Voice In Commu
nity, with Rubye Howard Braye 
December 8-10: Exploring Dreams, with Jeremy Taylor 
December 29-January 1: Celebrate the New Year! 
Mozart and the Enlightenment, with Karl Middleman, 
and Open Heart, Peaceful Mind: A Semi-Silent Re
treat, with Valerie Brown 

I 
For more Information, contact: Pendle Hill, 
338 Plush Mill Road, Wallingford, PA 19086-
6023. (800) 742-3150, extension 3. <Www 
.pendlehill.org>. 

HOLISTIC TELEPHONE CLASS. Transformational. Two 
hours, ten weeks. s 50% scholarships. Dr. Karen Carlson 
International Academy of Holistic Massage and Science, 
Career School for Natural Healing, Spiritual Development. 
Established 1977. <WWW.iamholistic.com>; (302) 777-7307. 

75th Anniversary Celebration! 
1931- 2006 

Saturday, October 14, 2006. Time: 12:30 PM to 3:30PM. 
57th Street Meeting of Friends, 5615 S. Woodlawn Av-
enue, Chicago, Illinois 60637. 
Join us! Please share this special occasion with us, and 
share this invitation with Friends, who might be interested 
in attending the celebration! 
In order to accommodate everyone, R.S.V.P. at 
<filtysevenfriends@yahoc.com> or call Joy at (773) 
268-2965. 

STUDY TOUR- BOLIVIA. Meet Aymara Indian Quak-
ers. Visit life-changing rural development projects of 
Quaker Bolivia Link near Lake Titicaca: June 25-July 
9, 2007; optional Peru-Cusco, Machu Picchu: July 8-
15. Contact Barbara Flynn (U.S.). (707) 823-6034, 
<tressureandes@mindspring.com>, web: <WWW 
• TreasuresoftheAndes.com>. 

Costa Rica Study Tours: Visit the Quaker community in 
Monteverde. For information and a brochure contact Sarah 
Stuckey: +011 (506) 645-5436; write: Apdo. 46-5655, 
Monteverde, Costa Rica; e-maikcrstudy@racsa.co.cr>; 
<WWW.crstudytours.com>; or call in the USA (937) 728· 
9887. 

Do you care about the future 
of the Religious Society of Friends? 

Support growing meetings and a spiritually vital Quak
erism for all ages with a deferred gift to Friends 
General Conference (bequest, charitable gift annu-
ity, trust). 

For information, please contact Michael 
Wajda at FGC, 1216 Arch Street, 2-B, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107; (215) 561-1700; 
<michaelw@fgcquaker.org>. 

Connecting Friends 
Crossing Cultures 
Changing Lives 

VIncula a los Amlgos 
Sobr•pasa Barreras Cultural•s 
Cambia Vldes 

FW 
cc 

Contact Friends World Committee for Consultation Sec
tion of the Americas for information about planned gift 
opportunities ranging from life income gifts (such as 
charitable gift\ annuities) to language for including FWCC 
In your estate plans. Louise Salinas, Associate Secre
tary, (215) 241-7251 , <fouises@fwocamericas.org>. 

Quaker Writers and Artists! 
Join the Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts ($25/year), and 
share your work with Friends in our exciting quarterly, 
"Types and Shadows.• Seeking short fiction and non
fiction, poetry, drawings, B&W photos, and NEWS of 
Quaker art/artists. Help create a new chapter in Quaker 
history! Info: FQA, c/o PYM, 1515 Cherry St., Philadel
phia, PA 19102. E-mail submissions OK. <fqa@quaker 
.org>. <WWW.quaker.org/fqa>. 

To consider mountain view retirement property, near a 
Friends center, visit <arizonafriends.com> or write Roy Joe 
and Ruth Stuckey, 1182 Hornbeam Road, Sabina, OH 45169. 
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Personals 

Concerned c5tngkj 
Concerned Singles links socially conscious singles 
who care about peace, social justice, race, gender 
equity, environment. Nationwide/international. All ages, 
straighVgay. Since 1984. Free sample: Box 444-FJ, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242; (413) 243-4350; <www 
.concernedsingles.com>. 

Single Booklovers, a national group, has been getting 
unattached booklovers together since 1970. Please 
write P.O. Box 1658, Andalusia, PA 19020orcall (800)717-
5011. 

Positions Vacant 
Executive Minister for The Rhode Island State Council of 
Churches Theologically trained. Must have commitment to 
mission, an ecumenical focus and advocacy skills. RISCC 
SEARCH COMMITIEE, 225 Chapman Street, Suite 303, 
Providence, Rl 02905, (401) 461·5558. Application dead
line: January 1, 2007. 

I 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Pendle HIII 
Pendle Hill, a Quaker center for study, contempla
tion, work, and service, seeks a creative, strong, 
flexible leader to guide this historic institution 

through a time of major transition and beyond. Good 
management skills and deep administrative experience, 
particularly in planning, personnel, finance, and program 
evaluation are required. Experience with institutional 
fundraising and managing significant change in an orga
nization similar to Pendle Hill are strongly desired. Candi· 
dates should have an understanding of and commitment 
to Quaker process, the ability to build and maintain rela· 
tionships with other Quaker institutions, and a commit· 
ment to servant leadership. Position requires residence 
on the campus in Wallingford, PA. Salary commensurate 
with experience. See Pendle Hill's website for full position 
description <WWW.pendlehill.org>. Applications including 
a r6sum6 and significant cover letter, should be sent 
electronically if possible to Joey Rodger, Gossage Sager 
Associates, 1730 Hinman Ave., 4E, Evanston, IL 60201 
<joey_rod@msn.com> Review of applications begins 
January 1, 2007. 

Monteverde Friends School seeks PK-12 teachers in vari
ous subjects and volunteers. School year begins in August 
2007. MFS is an English-dominant, bilingual school with 
multi-graded classes in Costa Rica's rural mountains. While 
salaries are low, the experience is rich. Simple housing 
included for teachers. Application deadline February 15, 
2007, or until position filled, volunteers any month. Contact 
Loren Thomas, Director, Monteverde Friends School, 
Monteverde 5655, Puntarenas, Costa Rica. Tel/fax + 011 
(506) 645-5302. E-mail: <lorenthomas@mac.com>. Visit: 
<WWW.mfschocl.org>. 

TENURE-TRACK JOB OPENING 
In Peace and Global Studies at Earlham College 

Earlham College seeks a tenure-track faculty and Direc· 
tor of our Peace and Global Studies Program. The posi
tion is to begin Fall 2007; appointment may be at any level. 
We will receive and review applications as they are re
oeived and will continue the search until the position is filled. 
Send letter of interest, c.v., three letters of reference to: 
Sadie Forsythe, PAGS Office, Drawer 105, Earlham Col
lege, 801 National Road West, Richmond, IN 47374. 

Job Openings at Friends General Conference 
Youth Ministries Coordinator (Full-time) beginning Janu
ary 2007, working with age-balanced committee on exciting 
new Youth Ministries Program. Includes staff support for 
conferences and retreats, travel in the ministry by younger 
Friends, building a Quaker youth website, and helping meet· 
ings to strengthen multigenerational communities. Strong 
organizational, computer, and interpersonal skills, plus dem
onstrated ability to work with young/young adu~ Friends 
essential. Application deadline 11/1/06. 
Associate Secretary for Programs(60"/o time) beginning 
January 2007, works closely with General Secretary and 
two other Associate Secretaries to provide spiritually 
grounded administrative staff leadership. Supervises sev
eral program coordinators, works with several committees. 
Seasoned Friend with strong administrative and supervisory 
experience, collegial style, and good communication skills 
sought. Application deadline 1111/06. 
Both positions include full benefits. Send resume and 
letter to General Secretary, FGC, 1216 Arch Street, 2B, 
Philadelphia, Pa 19107 or <bruceb@fgcquaker.org>. 

Buckingham Meet ing is seeking a Friend(s) in Resi
dence, in beautiful, historic Bucks County, Pennsylvania. 
The Resident is provided a 2-bedroom cottage. 
Duties include some caretaking and cleaning. Additional 
responsibilities are flexible, based on the skills and inter
ests of the Resident Friend(s). These may include grounds 
maintenance, community outreach, and/or First-day 
School teaching. This can be a permanent or one-year 
opportunity. 
Please submit a r6sume to: 4025 Devonshire Drive, New 
Hope, PA 18938, or e-mail: <LMDUBAS@excite.com>. 

Real Estate 
Cohouslng In Vermont! Come build community with us on 
125 acres near Burlington, Vt. Lots, homes, available 
now. Visit <Champlainvalieycohousing.org>. 

Quaker Commercial Realtor specializing in income prop
erty sales and 1031 replacements nationally. Call Allen 
Stockbridge, JD, CCIM at (877) 658-3666. 

Quaker In the Real Estate world offering professional 
help with selling and buying your home. Minutes from 
Pendle Hill, Delaware County, Pa. Referrals accepted. 
Questions welcomed! Gloria Todor, (610) 328·4300. Cen
tury 21 . 

Quaker REAL TOR specializing in Bucks County, Pa., 
and Mercer County, N.J. I welcome the opportunity to 
exceed your expectations. Mark Fulton, Prudential Fox 
and Roach Realtors, 83 South Main Street, Yardley, PA 
19067. (215) 493-0400 ext. 131 . 

Rentals & Retreats 
Topsail Island (Surf City), N.C. (between Wilmington & 
Jacksonville) New 2-story, fully furnished/equipped 
home-3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, sleeps 6. Deck overlooks 
marshlands and Intracoastal Waterway; 2 blks from beach. 
Available thru May 2007; $1 ,000 moo + utilities. For 
pictures, <WWW.VRBO.com/31024>. Additional informa
tion, call (610) 763-6373; e-mail: <Simplegifts1007 
@aol.com>. 

Bald Head Island, N.C. Panoramic view of ocean, dunes, 
lagoon, and golf course from four-bedroom, two-bath
room, beautifully furnished house with wraparound deck, 
two electric golf carts, 14 miles of beach, championship 
golf, tennis, croquet, swimming, and fishing. 13,000 acres 
of maritime wilderness. Many birds and wildflowers. No 
cars on island. Peaceful, friendly. Rental by day or week. 
(215) 699·9186. 

Ita ly. Peaceful location in the woods on an Umbrian 
hillside for writers, artists, musicians, or families. Modern 
cottage in traditional stone: large living room, kitchen/ 
dining room, one bathroom, two bedrooms (sleeps maxi
mum 6). Non-smoking. Contact: Allison Jablonko, Via 
della Ginestra, 12, Tuoro sui Trasimeno (PG), Italy. E
mail: <jablonko@tin.it>. 

Blueberry Collage on organic lavender, blueberry, and 
dairy goat farm in the mountains of N. Carolina. Pond, 
mountain views, protected river. Sleeps 8+. Family farm 
visit or romantic getaway. Near Celo Friends Meeting. By 
week or day. <WWW.mountainfarm.nel> or (866) 212· 
2100. 

Cape May, N.J. Beach House-weekly rentals; weekend 
rentals in off-season. Sleeps 12+. Great for family re
unions! Block from beach. Close to mall. Ocean views 
from wraparound porch. Call: (718) 398·3561 . 

Pocono Manor. Beautiful, rustic mountain house suitable 
for gatherings, retreats, and reunions. Seven bedrooms. 
Three full baths. Beds for 15. Fully equipped. Deck with 
mountain view. Hiking trails from back doer. Weekends or 
by the week, April through October. Contact Melanie Douty: 
(215) 736-0948. 

Retirement Living 

.The Hickman, a nonprofit, Quaker
sponsored retirement community in 

~m'llf/1." historic West Chester, has been 
I ' quietly providing excellent care to 

older persons for over a century. Call today for a tour: 
(484) 760·6300, or visit our brand-new website 
<WWW.thehickman.org>. 

Beautiful Pleasant Hill, Tenn. Affordable and di
verse activi st community. Full-range, independent 
homes to nursing care. Local Quaker Meeting. (931 ) 277-
3518 for brochure or visit <WWW.uplandsretirementvillage 
.com>. 
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Friends Homes, Inc., founded by North 
Carolina Yearly Meeting of the Society of 
Frrends, has been providing retirement op
tions since 1968. Both Friends Homes at 

-- Guilford and Friends Homes West are fee
for-service, continuing care retirement com

munities offering independent living, assisted living 
and skilled nursing care. Located in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, both communities are close to Guilford Col
lege and several Friends meetings. Enjoy the beauty 
of four seasons, as well as outstanding cultural, intel
lectual, and spiritual opportunities in an area where 
Quaker roots run deep. For information please call: 
(336) 292-9952, or write: Friends Homes West 6100 
W. Friendly Avenue, Greensboro, NC 27410. Friends 
Homes, Inc. owns and operates communities dedi· 
cated to the letter and spirit of Equal Housing Opportu
nity. <WWW.friendshomes.org>. 

~1b 
SERVICES FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

Kendal communities and services reflect sound 
management, adherence to Quaker values, and respect 
for each individual. 
Continuing care retirement communities: 
Kendal at Longwood; Crosslands • Kennett Square, Pa. 
Kendal at Hanover· Hanover, N.H. 
Kendal at Oberlin • Oberlin, Ohio 
Kendal at Ithaca • Ithaca, N.Y. 
Kendal at Lexington • Lexington, Va. 
Kendal on Hudson · Sleepy Hollow, N.Y. 
Kendal at Granville • Granville, Ohio 
Independent living with resident ial services: 
Coniston and Cartmel • Kennett Square, Pa. 
The Lathrop Communities • Northampton and 
Easthampton, Mass. 
Nursing care, residential and assisted liv ing: 
Barclay Friends· West Chester, Pa. 
Advocacy/education programs: 
Untie the Elderly • Pa. Restraint Reduction Initiative 
Kendal Outreach, LLC 
Collage, Assessment Tool for Well Elderly 
For Information, contact: Doris Lambert, The Kendal 
Corporation, 1170 E. Baltimore Pike, Kennett Square, 
PA 19348. (610) 388·5581. 
E-mail <info@kcorp.kendal.org>. 

ME D FORD L E AS 

Medford Leas Continuing Care Retirement 
Community 

Medford Leas welcomes you to visit our CCAC· 
accredited, Quaker-related continuing care retirement 
community! Blending the convenience and accessibil
ity of suburban living with the unique aesthetic of 
an arboretum and nature preserve, Medford Leas 
continues the long tradition of Quaker interest in 
plants and nature and their restorative qualities. A 
wide range of residential styles (from garden-style 
apartments to clustered townhouses) are arranged 
amidst the unique beauty of over 200 acres of land
scaped gardens, natural woodlands, and meadows. 
With campuses in both Medford and Lumberton, New 
Jersey, the cultural, intellectual, and recreational offer
!ngs of Philadelphia, Princeton, and New York City are 
JUSt 30 to 90 mmutes away. In addition, many popular 
New Jersey shore points are also within similar driv
ing_ distances._ Medford Monthly Meeting is thriving, 
act1ve,and carrng. Amemty and program highlights 
1nclude: walking/biking trails, tennis courts, indoor 
and outdoor swimming pools, fitness centers and pro
grams, computer center, greenhouses. very active 
self-governed residents' association with over 80 
committees, on-site "university" program, and much 
more. Extensive lifetime Residence and Care Agree
ment covers medical care, and future long-term nurs
ing and/or assisted living care without caps or limits. 
For more information call (800) 331-4302. <WWW 
.medfordleas.org>. 
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Schools 

• 
·~· • 

EARLHAM 
SCHOOL •f RELIG ION 

January 2·12, 2007 -Come to ESR for two-week inten
sive courses. 
• Group Pastoral Cara-Jim Higginbotham 
• OuakersandtheBible- Nancy Bowen, Stephen Angell 
• Sermon on the Mount-Rick Gardner 
• Joy of Sects-Jeff Bach 
• Ritual and Reflection in the Life of Faith- Dawn Wilhelm 
• Chnstian Reconciliation-Lonnie Valentine 
• Christian Ethics-Anne Riggs 
• Quaker Beliefs-Susan Jeffers 
• Cross-Cultural Trip to Kenya-Russell Haitch 
For further information contact <axtelsu@earlham.edU> 
or (800) 432·13n. 

Stratford Friends School provides a strong academic 
program 1n a warm, supportive, ungraded setting for chil
dren ages 5 to 13 who learn differently. Small classes and 
an enriched curriculum answer the needs of the whole 
child. An at-risk program for five-year-olds is available. 
The school also offers an extended day program, tutor
Ing, and summer school. Information: Stratford Friends 
School, 5 Llandillo Road, Havertown, PA 19083. (610) 
446-3144. 

Junior high boarding school for grades 7, 8, 9. 
Small academic classes, challenging outdoor experi
ences, community service, consensus decision mak
ing, daily work projects in a small, caring, community 
environment. Arthur Morgan Schoo l , 60 AMS 
Circle, Burnsville, NC 28714. (828) 675-4262. <info 
@arthurmorganschool.org>, <WWW.arthurmorganschool 
.org>. 

Lansdowne Friends School-a small Friends school for 
boys and girls three years of age through sixth grade, rooted 
1n Quaker values. We provide children with a quality academic 
and a developmentally appropriate program in a nurturing 
enwo~ment. Whole language, thematic education, conflict 
resolutJon, Spanish, after-school care, summer program. 
110 N. Lansdowne Avenue, Lansdowne, PA 19050. (610) 
623-2548. 

Frankford Friends School : coed, Pre-K to grade 8; 
servmg center city, Northeast, and most areas of Phila
delphia. We provide children with an affordable yet chal
lengmg academic program in a small, nurturing environ
ment. Frankford Friends School 1500 Orthodox Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19124. (215) s:b-5368. ' 

Unit~ Friends School : coed; preschool-8; emphasiz
Ing mtegrated, developmentally appropriate curricu
lum, after- school arts, sports, and music programs. Bus
ing available. 1018 West Broad Street, Quakertown, PA 
18951. (215) 538-1733. <www.unitedfriendsschool 
.org>. 

Services Offered 
Quilts Made To Order- All quilts one of a kind. See ex
amples online at <WWW.handmaidenquiHs.com> then e-mail 
me at <phxhocking@yahoo.com> or call Phoenix Hocking 
at (479) 665-2359. "Crahed wdh care--Powered by prayer. • 

Ahlmsa Graphics 
Wedding Certificates, Celebrations of Commitment 

calligraphy, illustration, custom design 
Contact: Penny Jackim: <ahimsa@earthlink.net> 

(401) 783-1972 

Samples: <WWW.pennyjackim.calligraphicarts.org> 

HANDYMAN/LIGHT REMODELING. Serving hour ra
dius around Pendle Hill. Over 25 years experience. In
sured, with references. Former PH contractor and main
tenance worker. Free estimates. Doug Durren (610) 909-
0687. 

Calligrapher (NEYM) creates individually designed 
marriage certificates, birth/naming documents for newborn 
or adopted children, and other one-of-a-kind documents. 
See samples of my work at <WYnnellewellyn.com>. Contact 
me to discuss your needs at (413) 634-5576, <WYnne 
@wynnellewellyn.com>. 

H F REEMAN 12204 Salisbury Road South 
• Richmond, IN 47374 

61 o-909-8385 
ASSOCIA TES, LLC HFreeAssocOaol.com 

Consulting services for educational institutions and 
nonprofit organizations. Fundraising. Capital cam-
paigns. Planned giving. Recent clients include liberal 
arts colleges, seminaries, independent schools, social 
service agencies, Pendle Hill, FGC, and many other 
Friends organizations. <www.Hfreemanassociates 
.com>. 

Purchase Quarterly Meeting (NYYM) maintains a peace 
tax escrow fund. Those interested in tax witness may 
wish to contact us through NYYM, 15 Rutherford Place, 
New York, NY 10003. 

Custom Marriage Certificates and other traditional or 
decorated documents. Various calligraphic styles and 
watercolor designs available. Over ten years' experience. 
Pam Bennett, P. 0. Box 136, Uwchlan, PA 19480. (610) 
458-4255. <Prbcallig@verizon.net>. 

Moving? Maybe David Brown, a Quaker real estate bro
ker, can help. Contact him at <davidhbrown@mindspring 
.com>. 

All Things Calligraphic 

Carol Gray, Calligrapher(Quaker). Specializing in wed
ding certificates. Reasonable rates, timely turnarounds. 
<WWW.carolgraycalligraphy.com>. 

Summer Camps 

CAMP CELO: A small farm home camp in the North 
Carolina mountains. Under Quaker leadership for over 
50 years. Boys and girls ages 7-12. 3:1 camper/staff 
ratio. <WWW.campcelo.com>, (828) 675-4323. 

FRIENDS MUSIC CAMP at Olney, 4-week summer pro
gram, ages 10-18. Musical growth in a caring, Quaker 
community. Parent comment: "A profound, life-changing 
experience." Camper comment: "Awesome!" For brochure 
and camp video: FMC, PO Box 427, Yellow Springs, OH 
45387. (937) 767-1311. <musicfmc@yahoo.com>. 

Journey's End Farm Camp 

offers sessions of two or three weeks for 32 boys and 
girls, ages 7-12. One-week Family Camp in August. 
Farm animals, gardening, nature, ceramics, shop. 
Nonviolence, simplicity, reverence for nature are 
emphasized in our program centered in the life of 
a Quaker farm family. Welcome all races. Apply early. 
Kristin Curtis, 364 Sterling Road, Newfoundland, PA 
18445. 
Telephone: (570) 689-3911 . Financial aid available. 

tEJ Camp Woodbrooke, Wisconsin 
Quaker-led camp with emphasis on simplic-
ity, community, living in harmony with the 

---= ..,.., environment. Have fun, make friends. 34 
boys and girls, ages 7-12. Teen adventures, ages 
13-15. (608) 489-2788. <www.campwoodbrooke 
.org>. 

Summer Rentals 

Provence, France. Beautiful secluded stone house, vil
lage near Avignon, 3 BR (sleeps 5-6), kitchen/dining 
room, spacious living room, modem bathroom. Terrace, 
courtyard, view of medieval castle. Separate second 
house sleeps 4. Both available year-round $1 ,20Q
$2,900/mo. <WWW.rent-in-provence.com>. Marc Simon, 
rue Oume, 30290 Saint Victor, France, <msimon 
@wanadoo.fr>; or J. Simon, 124 Bondcroft, Buffalo, NY 
14226; (716) 836-8698. 
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Gifts from cf:>endleJiill------
Give a much appreciated Gift subscriptions to the 

.....--Pendle Hill Publication - ... .-- Pendle Hill Pamphlets--. 

QWiker 
Reader 

ql r ··"! 
J 

The Quaker Reader 
Selected and introduced 
by Jessamyn West 
Includes extracts from the writings of 
Margaret Fell, George Fox, William Penn 
and many other faithful members of the 
Religious Society of Friends. $21.00 

Popular Books from Our Bookstore 
A Quaker Book of Wisdom 
Life Lessons in Simplicity, 
S~keandCommonSense 

Robert Lawrence Smith 
Inspired by nine generations of Quaker 
forebears, Smith speaks to all of us seeking 
a simpler, more meaningful life. He explores 

ways to guide personal choices, live and speak truthfully, and listen 
for and act on our conscience. Quill, $12.00 

Light to Live By 
An Exploration in Quaker Spirituality 
Rex Ambler 
British Friend Rex Ambler tells of his 
development and use of a personal practice 
of meditation which he discovered in early 
Friends. Quaker Books, $12.00 

Class Matters 
Betsy Leondar-Wright 
A highly readable guide to building bridges 
across class lines and collaborating more 
effectively in mixed-class social change efforts. 

New Society Publishers $18.95 

Plain Living 
A Quaker Path to Simplicity 
Catherine Whitmire 
Good reading for those who feel too busy or 
stressed and seek to simplify their lives and 
listen to the longings of their hearts. 

Sorin Books $14.95 

Pendle Hill Bookstore 
338 Plush Mill Road · Wallingford, PA 19086 
800.742.3150 or 610.566.4507, ext. 2 
www.pendlehill.org 
bookstore@pendlehill.org 

E ach of these booklets inspires Quaker life and thought. They 
express concerns, illuminate lives, describe Quaker witness 

and set forth solutions to problems encountered by Friends. Your 
gift subscription will include a card announcing the gift and six new 
pamphlets mailed bimonthly. The most recent pamphlets are: 

In God We Die 
Warren Ostrom (August 2006, PHP 385) 

The Mindful Quaker: A Brief Introduction to 
Buddhist WISdom for Friends 
Valerie Brown (October 2006, PHP 386) 

Ask us about upcoming pamphlets. 

A one-year subscription mailed anywhere in the US is $25. 

Favorite Children's Books 
Benjamin, the 
Meetinghouse Mouse 
Clifford Pfeil 
Benjamin helps teach children about the 
Quaker testimonies. Priendsjoumal, $6.00 

Zen Shorts 
JonJ. Muth 
Three ancient Zen tales are lovingly 
presented with the help of a bear. Full color. 

Scholastic Press $16.95 

Does God Have a Big Toe? 
Stories About Stories in the Bible 
Marc Gellman 
This collection of short, funny stories 
provides a wonderful way to learn about 
the Bible. Harper Trophy, $7.99 

...--Visit Our Bookstore-...... 

We offer books and pamphlets 
published by Pendle Hill plus 

thousands of other titles. We also 
carry hand-crafted pottery, chimes 
and inspiring CDs. Come visit us in 
the Bam on Pendle Hill's beautiful 
campus any weekday unti14:30 p.m. 
Call for Saturday hours. 
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