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• AMONG FRIENDS 

Reflections and New Beginnings 

M y youngest finished his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree this past May, so this 
fall is the first in 24 years that I've not been involved in the wonderful 
round of back-to-school activities that occur from preschool through college 

(known as "move in" and "family" weekends in more recent years for us). Frankly, I 
miss the excitement of that fall-fresh-beginnings energy, wonderfully enhanced by crisp 

autumn air in our part of the world. But not getting one's offspring launched into 
another year of schooling does permit a chance to step back just a little and to consider 
the whole picture. As I read the first two articles in this issue, part of the abundant 

offerings we received for our "Nurturing Younger Friends" issue this past July, I note 
that Susan Tannehill ('"Both . .. and .. .': Parenting for Adulthood" p.6) and 

Georgianne Jackofsky ("Raising Quaker Youth" p.l 0) give me a lot to think about, and 
I must admit that, ifl had it all to do over again, I'd definitely want to change some 
things about the way we raised our children. Homeschooling and no television in the 
house might be at the top of that list. Interestingly, my 20-something offspring 
presently concur with this observation (when they were 10-15 years younger it would 

have been quite a different conversation!). 
Chuck Hosking, in "Litter-Picking: A Prophylaxis for Despair" (p.13), extends 

further reflection on the Testimony of Simplicity. His daily hour-long walks in a local 

park, picking up litter, are an interesting approach to getting exercise and beautifYing 
one's environment simultaneously. I enjoy his frank perceptions about what is truly 
necessary and what is superfluous. His low-tech approach to daily life, with an eye to 
what might be repurposed or given away-accompanied by an appreciation for the 
immediate satisfaction to be gained from such undertakings-always provides 
inspiration (and a good challenge) to me-still a keeper of over-stuffed dresser drawers. 

On an entirely different note, it is my great pleasure to introduce two new staff 
members. Larry Jalowiec joined us this summer as our new director of advancement. 

He has an extensive understanding of the field of publishing, where his more than 20 
years of experience encompasses marketing, advertising, and new business development 
as well as editing and fiscal management. Larry serves his meeting, Richland (Pa.) 

Meeting, as its treasurer and enjoys outreach activities there as well as soliciting 
financial gifts. I have been delighted with his enthusiasm for the ministry of Friends 
Publishing Corporation and with his seasoned understanding of the challenges facing 

publications at the present time. 
In the late spring, Database Manager Patty Boyle let me know that she would be 

leaving us for a job that enabled her to spend more time with her young sons. She 
made a significant contribution to our transition into a new major software program, 
and we were sorry to see her go. However, I am pleased now to announce that Karen 
Joy has joined us this fall as our new database manager. A PhD student at Drexel 
University in Information Science and Technology, she holds two master's degrees, in 

Computer Science and Counseling Psychology. She brings to us technical and 
managerial experience in working for an industry-university multidisciplinary research 
center, as well as five years of service in multiple capacities, including technical services 

coordinator with an Episcopal retreat center in Virginia. 
I am very pleased to announce these outstanding additions to our staff, and hope 

you will join me in warmly welcoming them to our work. 

~~~ 
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Holding Laura to task 

In a letter in the August Forum 
("Holding Laura in the Light"), Gray Cox 
contributed some thoughtful words for our 
consumption regarding President George W 
and wife Laura Bush. Sincere as they were 
(the words, not the Bushes), I fear that Cox's 
overall message is a naive and 
counterintuitive one. Considering the 
grandness of implications involved in 
recommendations for the treatment of a 
sitting-or soon-to-be former-President, I 
feel compelled to share what I see as the 
realities of the situation. 

Cox shows genuine concern for the 
President and, like any Friendly neighbor, 
demonstrates empathy for those whose 
charge it is to counsel him. Given the nature 
of the decisions that President Bush has had 
to make and his ever-growing unpopularity 
as arbiter, it stands to reason that this man 
does indeed need love, guidance, and 
support. It would appear that most of us do 
not begrudge Laura Bush now. So that we 
may continue to be respectful and fair-to 
be true Friends--it then falls upon us to at 
least hold the First Lady in the Light and to 
express to her our support with this 
unenviable responsibility. 

H_owever, where I view Cox's reasoning as 
wanung for fuller knowledge of reality is in 
the realm of-for lack of a better word
wanting. It is compelling, if not easy, to 
forget that from the viewpoint of the 
President and the First Lady, the Bush 
presidency can be celebrated as quite a 
remarkable success. George has successfully 
stood in the way of stem cell research; 
appointed two like-minded men to lifelong 
terms on the Supreme Court; overthrown 
the dictator who wanted to kill his father 
provided business ventures more lucrativ~ 
than previously conjured by his powerful 
friends at Bechtel, Halliburton, KBR, and 
others; and has become a godlike figure in 
religious circles often more influential in 
U.S. society than that which subscribes to 
this periodical. When the time came for a 
referendum on his presidency, Bush was 
reelected with a majority of the votes cast. 
This stunned much of the enlightened 
world, but came as little surprise to the 
Bushes and bolstered the President's personal 
resol~e. The people of the U.S. effectively 
prov1ded the necessary capital for the career 
promotions of people like Paul Wolfowitz, 
John Bolton, and Alberto Gonzalez. 

In retirement, George and Laura may 
choose to live a life of some comfort between 
Maine and Crawford, Texas. Speaking 
invitations and the requisite honoraria from 
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sympathetic groups like the Heritage 
Foundation, the American Emerprise 
Institute, and others seem likely to meet 
them there. George may even entertain 
himself with private and/or public working 
engagements with the Carlyle Group to 
further demonstrate his political and 
financial power among the world's elite 
(including the bin Laden family). 

So my question is this: if George W Bush 
needs, as Gray Cox understands it, "to 
change his behavior, change his decisions, 
change the information he bases them on, 
change the people he relies on as friends, and 
change his self-image," does he know it? 
Does Laura? Why would she? I suggest 
instead that it would be at best foolhardy, at 
worst condescending, of those of us who 
may share this opinion to treat Laura Bush 
in the fashion Cox prescribes. 

Cox writes, "The future of thousands of 
U.S. soldiers and millions of Iraqi citizens 
and hundreds of millions of people in the 
United States and the M iddle East lie in the 
balance." I agree. In fact, I would submit 
that the future of our planet itself is very 
much implied in the outcomes of this 
President's decisions. For that reason, I 
choose to address him and his family 
pragmatically. Afrer all, this is a man who 
kicked drugs and became a born-again 
Christian at just exactly the opportune 
momem, politically speaking. It is palpably 
realistic that George and/or Laura may make 
of being held "in the Light" by Friends the 
same that I can be sure they did of receiving 
postcards of prayer from Christian soldiers in 
Afghanistan and Iraq-nothing. What may 
possibly prove more effective, if our interest 
is still saving lives, the planet, and not 
George W Bush's soul, is holding the First 
Lady to task. Her feelings and ours may 
both get hurt in the process, but there may 
also be changes made in our lifetime that are 
beneficial for the world. 

Karl-Rainer Blumenthal 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Let's examine our 
Quakers peak 

I very much enjoyed and benefited from 
Albert W Briggs Jr.'s "How Is Thee?" (F] 
Aug.). It would seem, though, that toward 
the end of the 19th century in Britain some 
Friends were attentive to proper grammar. I 
think of Caroline Fox's famous admonition, 
"Live up to the light thou hast and more will 
be granted thee." Here we have "thou" in the 
nominative. "Thee" does soften our words, 

though. It is hard to be angry at one that 
you address as "thee." I particularly like the 
old Quaker greeting "How is thee in thy 
self?" to inquire as to one's inward condition. 
We don't want to throw away our vocabulary 
of the inner landscape; some Quakerspeak 
is valuable. 

More to the point, though, is the 
problem, to my mind, with modern 
Quakers using plain speech in general, 
including "First Day" and "Twelfrh Month." 
Come to think of it, "December" doesn't 
honor any god (as do January through 
August-which is why Quakers, and other 
Puritans, wouldn't use the names). 
December simply means tenth month, 
which it was before the calendar was 
changed. Think how confusing it is for non
Quakers, and some Quakers. "Thee" and 
"thy," "First Day" and "Twelfrh Month" just 
serve to make us quaint, and a little bit 
strange. They are no longer witnesses to the 
Truth as they once were. Now they tend to 
push non-Friends away, creating boundaries 
separating them and us. Our meetinghouses 
and form of worship already make us 
different and somewhat unapproachable to 
some. All this tends to set us apart; is that 
what we want to do? What can we do to 
tell the world the Spirit of God moves 
among us? 

Inclusive language is an example of a 
modern equivalent of plain speech that does 
what "thee" and "thou" did in the 17th 
cemury: it shakes one out of established 
categories. I try to avoid using pronouns in 
referring to God, as God is beyond our 
categories, but if we must speak of God let 
us at least not limit God to one category. Of 
course inclusive language is not limited to 
Quakers and so it doesn't single us out as "a 
peculiar people"; it's not about being Quakers, 
but it is about witnessing to the truth. 

Friend Briggs (another form of address 
that sets us apart) observes that our 
continued use of thou or thee, long after the 
reason for it passed, is ironic for a people 
that eschews ritual. I agree. We need to 
consider which of our distinctives continue 
to testify to the Truth, and which are what 
George Fox, in his day, spoke of as shadows 
and forms. 

Gene Hillman 
Brookhaven, Pa. 

Plain speaking as a way of 
life 

The article about Friends use of "plain 
language" ("How Is Thee," by Albert Briggs, 
Fj Aug.) lost me in the technicalities of 
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grammar, and history of the testimony. I 
want to share my experience as a non
Quaker marrying into a F.unily that was 
fluent in the "dialect" of plain speech as an 
intimate family language they had used for 
150 years. 

The Quaker man I met in India read 
from a letter in which his mother addressed 
him as "thee," and in my first letter written 
to him from on shipboard, I tried to address 
him in that form. His next letter told me we 
had immediately moved to a level of 
intimacy by that use. We continued our two 
year courtship by letter, which resulted in 
marriage in his meeting, pledging "I take 
thee" as in the certificates of seven 
generations in his family. 

As a cultural anthropologist, I observed 
that plain speech was part of simple living in 
this extended F.unily, who also used the plain 
calendar of days of the week and month (of 
which only First Day is left) and spoke with 
a directness that was always concise, kind, 
understated and often humorous. The last 
generation had worn plain clothes. They 
were farmers, and teachers, graduates of 
Friends schools where plain speech was used, 
as well as college graduates. I also learned 
other parts of the grammar, such as using the 
first and last names to be formal or to older 
Friends (no Mr. and Mrs.). Friends were far 
ahead in the practice of women using their 
"own" names; wedding certificates once read 
that to take her husband's name was (only) a 
"custom," so it was easily dropped. The 
language of the wedding certificate was 
concise and spoke to the equality of the 
woman. Plain speaking was part of a total 
way of life. 

Georgana M Foster 
Leverett, Mass. 

Evolutionary forces and 
belief in God 

George Gjelftiend's article, "Useful 
Fictions" (Fj Aug.) is very thought
provoking. Having been trained in the 
sciences, I share his feelings about 
scientific skepticism regarding the 
supernatural, and I find his concept of 
"God" particularly satisfying. 

The question that occurs to me, arising 
from this concept, is how did the belief in 
God, however defined, arise in the fi rst 
place? It is certainly a widespread concept, 
held by the majority of human beings, 
sometimes in primitive forms such as sun 
worship (without which the sun would not 
rise tomorrow), to elegantly rational and 
scientific such as Gjelftiend's concept. 

It occurs to me that the belief in a 
supreme being (or beings), which is found 
almost universally in humans in various 
forms, must have arisen from a change, 
which, by evolutionary processes, gives 
humans an advantage as highly significant as 
the development of the opposable thumb. 
There is no other species that gives evidence 
of altruism such as found in humans, and 
this is significant in the rise of humans to the 
evolutionary level of success not found in 
other species. I wiJI agree that some species 
show some evidence of alttuism, particularly 
in dogs and perhaps horses, but it is not a 
"belief in God" comparable to the degree 
that is found in humans. 

There are other concepts such as 
selfishness, cruelty, and pervened beliefs such 
as Nazism that balance against altruism, and 
these may, if allowed to develop extensively, 
lead to the downfall of civilization. 

It is belief in God, even if only an 
example of Gjelftiend's "useful fiction," that 
has given humans the evolutionary 
advantage that makes it the predominant 
successful life form in the world roday. 

Samuel B. Burgess 
Medford, N.j. 

Th is Conservative Friend's 
credentials 

I feel very honored by Tom Kim's 
description of my web journals-The Earth 
Witness journal and The Quaker Magpie 
journal-in the latest issue of your magazine 
("'Under the Hood' of a Blog," F] Sept.). I 
do try to write about Friends practices in a 
constructively provocative way, and I'm 
thrilled to have this affirmation that I've 
been succeeding! 

May I offer a small correction, though? 
Tom described me as a "self-avowed" 
Conservative Friend. I'm actually a uifle 
more than that. I'm a member in good 
standing of Omaha (Nebr.) Meeting, Iowa 
Yearly Meeting (Conservative)-which 
means I've been avowed a Conservative 
Friend by an established Conservative 
Friends body. T he fact that I'm a member 
appears on my journal site, on the page 
that describes who I am. 

MarshaU Massey 
Omaha, Nebr. 

Special Issues of FRIENDS JouRNAL for 2008 

M ost FRIENDS jOURNAL issues 
offer feature articles on a variety 
of subjecrs, but periodically we 

publish thematic issues. For 2008, we 
invite submissions for the following two 
special issues: 

The Peace Testimony Ouly 2008) 
This has been a central testimony of 

Friends since the beginnillg. What, exact
ly, does it mean to Friends today? How 
has it evolved? How are Friends applying 
it in their personal, work, and public lives? 
How does it figure in Friends vision of the 
world order? To what extent is it realistic 
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and our work for it effective? 
We request inquiries by February 1 and 

complete submissions by March 1, 2008. 

Energy, Climate, and Building 
Community (October 2008) 

What is the vision and role of Friends 
as the world faces the crises of diminishing 
fossil fuel and increasing environmental 
damage? What are Friends doing now? What 
technologies should Friends suppon and be 
engaged in? What new ways of living will 
need to emerge, and how will they affect 
our communities? 

We request inquiries by May 1 and 
complete submissions by June 1, 2008. 

If you are interested in contributing 
material on these topics, please get in 
touch with us. We encourage advance 
inquiries and suggestions from prospec
tive authors and artists. Contact Roben 
Dockhorn, senior editor, at <senioreditor 
@friendsjournal.org>, or by postal mail, 
telephone, or fax; for addresses/numbers, 
see the masthead on page 2. The general 
Submission Guidelines for FRIENDS jOUR
NAL are posted on our website, <WWW 

.friendsjournal.org>. 
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"Both • 

I have been parenting for 12 years, and 
before I became a parent I taught for 18 
years. Our children, ages 12 and 8, are 

being raised within our meeting. Many 

Susan Tannehill, a member of Buffalo (NY.) 
Meeting, recently returned to the classroom and 
teaches high school foil-time while still home
schooling her children. As a result, she says, she is 
currently "parenting by epistle. " 
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• • and • 

times in my life as a Friendly parent I find 
myself not wanting to choose between 
two alternatives bur to look at both of 
them and find some ground between 
them. Hence the title of this essay. 

I am eager to raise my children to be 
caring, courageous, compassionate, and 
faithful adults who know their own gifts 
and strengths and use them in service to 

'' 
• • 

the human family. So far, we seem to be 
doing okay. My 12-year-old serves on 
Peace and Social Concerns in our meeting 
and runs a small not-for-profit that has 
sent school supplies to children in ten dif
ferent countries. My daughter, at age 8, 
walks cheerfully over the Earth-socially 
adept, concerned about others, and a joy 
to be with. My children are different, but 
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each seems Friendly in behavior and 
intention. We are blessed by many adults 
both in and out of our meeting who live 
compassionate, courageous lives of their 
own and unselfishly share them with my 
children. While I would love to have our 
children embrace my faith, it is more 
important to me that they act upon 
Friends' beliefs than that they call them
selves Friends. 

I have parented by gut instinct, 
thoughtful insight, and sheer exhaustion. 
The image or model that has been most 
helpful to me is to think like a clerk in a 
Friends business meeting, always looking 
for the third way, the sense of the meet
ing, the underlying truth that encompass
es seemingly opposite notions. What fol
lows are some of those truths posed as 
queries, and the endpoints that I think 
mark their boundaries. 

Transparency-Opacity 

One underlying scale between 
these endpoints is expressed by 
the query: "What do we need to 

keep our children from and what do we 
need to expose them to?" I think of the 
two ends of that thread as being trans
parency, where ideas and activities are 
readily visible, and opacity, where a veil or 
barrier is set up between the child and the 
idea. We need consciously to protect our 
children from some things while making 
other things transparent. I think it is cru
cial for our children to learn to see "that 
of God" in each human being long before 
they see the ways in which "that of God" 
is hidden by cruelty and violence. 
Answering that of God needs to be the 
bedrock, the foundation upon which a 
child builds his or her life. To see and hear 
about cruelty and violence when there is 
no way to integrate it, change it, or under
stand it is daunting even to adults and in 
my experience creates anxiety and numb
ness to the needs of others. In our popu
lar culture there is ready exposure to vio
lence, inappropriate sexuality, unkind 
behavior, and materialist values. At the 
same time there is minimal exposure to 
the healthy life of adults who are working 
to do good in the world. In our own fam
ily we've chosen to turn this thinking 
about the thread of exposure on its head. 
We have chosen not to have a TV or get 
a newspaper, or even listen to NPR on the 
car radio. In addition, we've chosen to 
homeschool our children. This has meant 
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less exposure to violence, inappropriate 
sexual content, consumerist values, and 
the ageism imposed in a school setting. 
We chose to draw a veil over that part of 
our world when our children were young. 
But because I want them to find the world 
of caring, compassionate adults appealing 
and inviting, we have exposed our chil
dren to many other kinds of adult activi
ties. Examples include attending Quaker 
committee meetings, traveling with us 
cross-country and to visit family in 
Europe, playing quietly on the floor dur
ing interfaith peace meetings, attending 
demonstrations, and working with adults 
on hobbies such as woodworking. 

One experience with grocery shopping 
will serve as an example of how popular 
culture and our family were in conflict. 
Each of our local grocery chains began 
putting in "kiddy corrals" 
about ten years ago. The 
underlying assumption was 
that kids were a pain in the 
neck and you could leave 
them in a place where they 
could learn instead. I found 
it ironic that kids were being 
given an educational experi
ence in things like counting 
and colors when, if the chil
dren accompanied their par
ents, they couldn't help but 
learn colors and numbers. 
("Hey, do you want green 
Granny Smith or red Macin
tosh apples? Can you put 
five in the bag?") In choosing 
to take the children with me 
when I shopped, I could articulate why we 
bought local apples instead of those from 
New Zealand, why we avoided sugary 
cereals, and why we tried to buy organic 
food. The conversations were opportuni
ties to share how our faith permeates our 
lives right down to the choice of what goes 
on our table. Because they were small, the 
idea of helping and being part of the fam
ily was appealing and important to them. 

I discovered that our faith can be 
opaque to children, and we did not want 
this. One night at dinner, as my husband 
and I had our moment of silent worship 
before a meal, an intuition made me open 
my eyes. There was our 18-month-old 
son, Abraham, in his high chair, squint
ing, trying to both close his eyes as we 
were and keep them open enough to see 
what we'd do next. Because the notion of 
silent worship was opaque to him, we 

decided to hold hands and sing a grace 
before every meal. I wanted our son and 
later our daughter, Hope, to understand 
that faith and gratefulness were not just 
for home. So now we've sung that grace 
everywhere, from the burrito place in our 
town to the Holiday Inn Express when we 
travel. It's had a life of its own and has 
served to remind us at least three times a 
day that "the Lord is good to me and so I 
thank the Lord." It also makes ourwimess 
transparent to others without much effort. 
We simply do what we've always done. 
Our children are 12 and 8, and so far they 1:: 
have not been embarrassed at singing. By ~ 
the time they are old enough to be em bar- t 
rassed (if that happens), a moment of ~:: 

~ silent worship will be sufficiently trans- ~ 
parent for them. ~ 

~ 

Accompaniment
Beniqn Neqlect 

The underlying thread here is 
expressed by the query: "What kind 
of time do we spend with our chil

dren?" When I wake up in the morning I 
can start my bread machine, load the 
wood-burning stove, start a load of wash, 
and put the tea kettle on. All of these 
machines miraculously go on without 
accompaniment once I push the buttons. 
Children are not like that, but we ofren 
give them directions as if they were: 
"Clean your room"; "Do your home
work." By accompaniment I mean some
thing Like the work done by Christian 
Peacemaker Teams. Their visible presence 
is a reminder that God and others who 
care are watching and that the accompa-
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nied person should be allowed to do his 
or her work. So when I give a child a new 
job to do, or when one of them is strug
gling, I try to accompany them. At first 
we do the work together. T hen I simply 
sit in the room where they are working, 
usually doing another task that I can drop 
easily, and we move into "parallel play" 
mode where the child does the work, but 
knows I'm there to answer questions. 
Finally (after much longer than I think it 
should take) the child is ready to do the 
task on his or her own. 

I'll share two stories. First, when my 

children were smaller and needed to clean 
their rooms, I'd go up and help-usually 
by tackling one task at a time and hand
ing the child the next block for the block 
box or the next book to put on the shelf 
I handed things out, and the child did the 
work. And second, my daughter, Hope, 
loves company and takes piano. For the 
first two years we practiced together. I'd 
help, count time, laugh with her over mis
takes, hsten to her pieces, and be a visible 
presence. Now I help much less, but when 
I can I bring my knitting into the room 
and listen to her practice. My husband 
loves to hear her practice and will go in just 
to hsten. His presence says to Hope that the 
work she is doing is important. Such pres
ence from parents also sets up good work 
habits as the parents can offer reminders, 
refocus straying attention, and encourage 
the child when things seem tough or over
whelming. In my experience this method 
usually ends up with a task that can be 
done well without accompaniment. 

Benign neglect is the other endpoint. 
You do this when you are around but not 
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available. It encourages children to find 
their own leadings and create their own 
play. At our house we have no TY, and 
computer time is hmited to word pro
cessing, research, and keyboarding skills. 
This has not only prevented my children 
from being exposed to the "ocean of dark
ness" described by George Fox, but it has 
also helped them learn to create their own 
projects and entertainment. In addition, 
they often accompany us to meetings and 
events not designed specifically for chil
dren. We assume that they will participate 
if they want to. They bring their own 
"entertainment bags" full of books, art 
materials, and games. The practice of 
benign neglect at home, where they learn 
to entertain themselves, makes it easy to 
take them places. Benign neglect necessi
tates stretches of unstrucrured time in 
which kids can learn to explore their own 
ideas. Whether they read, dream, or 
develop projects, they will be learning to 
be self-motivated, using their own gifts 
and talents, and in general be given 
enough open time to figure out who they 
are. Reading Friends' biographies and 
journals, I find that many of them spent 
a fair amount of time responsible for 
themselves, and out of that time alone, 
leadings and callings arose. It is important 
both to accompany your children and to 
leave them alone. 

Amish-Efficient 

Tis pairing is best expressed by the 
uery: "What underlying func

uons are served by the technology 
we choose to have in our homes?" Scott 
Savage, a plain Quaker from Ohio, once 
shared with us the perspective on tech
nology of an Amish man. This man said 
that for his community an important 
consideration was whether or not a new 
piece of technology took away meaning
ful community work. An electric dish
washer may be handy, but it prevents peo
ple from washing and drying dishes 
together. Packaged food prevents a grand
mother and a young child from sitting 
together shelling peas. Friends have a 
long-standing testimony of simplicity, 
and I've discovered that one advantage of 
simplicity is that children can participate 
in many more activities. I hang clothes on 
a line as often as I can, and in the winter, 
to offset the dryness of the woodburning 
stove, I hang the clothes on racks in the 
living room. T he children can help with 

these tasks. Buying real food and cooking 
it has given my children a chance to cook 
alongside of me (a combination of accom
paniment and community work). When 
Abe was small I could give him a table 
knife and a portobello mushroom and he 
would chop it up while I prepared the 
other ingredients. It gave him member
ship in the "club" of people who care for 
others by feeding them. When the chil
dren were very small I used the book 
Clean Home, Clean Planet and mixed up 
cleaning compounds out of baking soda, 
vinegar, and Dr. Bronner's soap. These 
compounds allowed the kids to clean 
without my worrying about exposing 
them to unnecessary chemicals. Doing 
things this way may take longer and may 
be less efficient, but it makes for good 
community within a family. 

But where, then, does the other end
point-efficiency-come in? A dear Quak
er friend of ours and his companion of 
many years once shared with us how they 
had handled gifts as their children were 
growing up. They gave their children real 
tools. Their feeling was the less experi
enced the user, the more efficient the tool 
should be. We learned from them and 
never purchased pretend plastic drills, 
screwdrivers, or hammers. When our chil
dren were between five and six and could 
understand safety rules, we began letting 
them use and then own real tools of their 
own, sometimes scaled down for smaller 
hands, but tools that worked. Each of 
them got outfitted with sewing boxes and 
sets of good-quahty art materials. This has 
meant fewer gifts because real tools can be 
expensive, but sometimes we get together 
as an extended family to help purchase one 
large gift for a child. Examples include 
fencing equipment and a set of bagpipes 
for our son. It has meant a homemade 
balance beam and then a ballet barre for 
our daughter. Sometimes it has meant 
money to attend a workshop or confer
ence. This efficient use of gifts and tools 
sends a message that the work you choose 
to do is important and we, as parents or 
extended family, want to provide you with 
the tools you need to be successful. 

Compete-Complete 

Another pairing is expressed by the 
query: "How do we treat and work 
with others?" This thread should 

embody our testimony about communi
ty. Do we compete with everyone, trying 
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to be better than others? T hat may be 
appropriate in sports or in games, but not 
as a general attitude in life. Do we com
plete other people? Do we help others by 
working with them, respecting their 
efforts, and creating an environment 
where everyone can feel part of the proj
ect? In our home we don't use rewards. 
Alfie Kohn's book Punished by Rewards 
describes why: when you offer a reward, 
the focus is shifted from the work at hand 
to the reward itself In my own teaching 
experience I've seen rewards backfire again 
and again. A reward is offered in a class
room for the child who reads the most 
books. Good readers, already reading 
longer books, suddenly start reading easy 
books in order to win. The focus is on the 
reward, not the joy of reading. In a 
spelling bee the children who need the 
most practice in spelling are the first ones 
out, and they spend the rest of the bee sit
ting at their desks feeling bad about their 
abilities and not practicing spelling at all. 
Competition may have great value in 
terms of setting high standards for oneself 
or in team sports, but it's important to 
focus on completing tasks and cooperat
ing with others first. 

Rhythm-Spontaneity 
en we attended the local Wal
orf School for a "Mommy and 

Me" playgroup, we were told, 
"Rhythm replaces strength." It was 
explained to us that regular rhythms in a 
child's life helped with transitions and 
offered reminders of cyclical patterns in 
time. Friends are not usually comfortable 
with rituals, but I think in a family setting 
they have value. They mark important 
transitions. When I am weary and don't 
feel like doing things, it is the strength of 
the patterns I've laid down that keeps me 
going. We watch a movie together and 
make a homemade pizza on most Friday 
nights berween the fall and spring 
equinoxes. Friday night has become a 
"landing place" where the whole family 
gathers and recreates together. 

But what about spontaneity? Quaker 
worship is like this; we have a set pattern or 
rhythm for worship, but within that pat
tern, spontaneous messages break out. We 
create enough space in our worship so that 
God can come through and speak to us. 

Some mornings, when it's a glorious 
day, instead of beginning our schoolwork 
we will all jump on our bikes to celebrate 
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the beautiful day we've been given. The 
first snow, catching leaves in the fall, or 
celebrating someone's birthday or a lost 
tooth are all chances to be spontaneous. 
Spontaneity is a way of being faithful to 
the call of the present moment, even 
when it wasn't in our plans. We need to 
have rhythm in our lives, but we also need 
to make room for spontaneity. One of the 
wonders of our faith for me is that there 
is room for both in our worship. 

Consistency--Compassion 

This scale examines the query, "How 
do I treat or train behaviors in my 
children?" I think of consistency as 

being like justice-a son of fairness even
ly distributed without regard to individual 
circumstances. In every education class 
teachers are admonished to be consistent. 
It is important for children to have pre
dictable outcomes, but it is perhaps more 
important for outcomes to be tempered 
by compassion. Eknath Easwaran, a con
temporary teacher of meditation, once 
said, "My God is not a God of justice, my 
God is a God of infinite mercy." While I 
am most definitely not a mother of infi
nite mercy, I have discovered that when 
one of my children is having a bad day, 
my response of "Hey, I'll set the table for 
you, you go read a book," often results in 
more learning than my scolding. When I 
treat my children in this way, they often 
respond in kind, offering to do something 
for me when I've had a bad day. For us we 
consistently hold up standards of kind
ness and respect, and sometimes those are 
modeled by showing compassion where 
justice seems called for. 

The thoughts I share here are incom
plete. Like a broken but heartfelt message 
in meeting, I offer them as my attempts 
to parent in a way that embodies and 
exemplifies my faith. I hope that in doing 
so, a dialogue will be started from which 
we all may learn. T hinking about each of 
these threads has helped me in raising my 
family, being a member of my faith com
munity, and helping me think about how 
I might raise my children to be like the 
courageous, compassionate human 
beings that I see in our monthly meeting 
and in the wider body of Friends. My 
children are blessed to have so many pos
itive role models around them. 0 

TO JUSTIN AT FIFTEEN 
Such a strange and 
wonderful thing; my son. 
Borne on primitive tides 
of hope and DNA 
into the Ides of March. 
Yesterday I held you in 
one arm 
singing prayers and promises 
tenderly in your ear. 
Today you stand 
trembling on the edge 
of manhood. 
Tomorrow trills its need of you 
from some future place 
where I cannot go. 
Such a strange and 
wonderful thing, my son. 
Loving you was easy. 
Forgiving myself for 

alii cannot do 
has been harder. 
But ... 
letting go is the 
hardest task of all. 

-George H. Nixon 

UTILE LOVE ROUND 
Not until 

I became a mother 
did I see why God cares 
that we love one another. 

Nor did I ever think to pursue 
how a god could possibly 

crave our love 
too . ... 

-Denise Thompson-Slaughter 

George H Nixon lives in Richmond, WI. 

Denise Thompson-Slaughter lives in South 
Bend, Ind. 
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I by Georgianne Jackofsky 

t would seem that writing about 
raising Quaker youth would be an easy 
undertaking, especially as my husband 
Rick and I have successfully raised two 
daughters. However, I found my
self writing and rewriting until it 
was unclear where I was heading. 
First, how do you answer the age
old question that all parents face: 
How best might we nurture our 
children into functioning adults? 
Now add Quaker to the equation. 
I'm not sure I have any answers 
except to say with love and a lot of 
faith-neither of which is always 
easy to do. 

So many factors define who 
you are, as a family and as indi
viduals, that it becomes impossi
ble to separate them. Growing up 
as active members of Conscience 
Bay Meeting in St. James, New 
York, has helped shape who my 
daughters are today, as did grow
ing up without a television, being 
homeschooled, and performing 
music as a family band. Which of 
these elements influenced the oth
er, I'm not sure, but all of the 
pieces placed together served to 
put them outside of mainstream 
culture allowing them to grow 
into unique individuals. It was, 
and still is, their lifestyle. 

Rick often says he's a man 
without a plan (usually when 
asked how he's going to fix some
thing), but truthfully we had no 
specific plan when we started our 
family. We had known each other 
since high school. Young and ide
alistic we were sure we'd somehow "do 
things differently," but 1991 found us as 
typically busy suburban homeowners 
with two young daughters, a station wag
on, a dog, involved in too many outside 

Georgianne jackofiky, who sets type for New York 
Yearly Meeting, is a member of Conscience Bay 
Meeting in St. james, N Y. Her family's group is 
called the Homegrown String Band; see <www 
.homegrownstringband. com>. 
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QuaRer Youth 

activities, and eating hurried dinners in 
front of the TV. But on Easter Sunday 
1991 things changed. Easter is a miracle 
of renewed life, a time of rebirth, and a 

day of joy and hope and love, so it's fitting 
that our lives changed then. 

I remember this particular Sunday 
well. Dressed in our Easter finery, the girls 
and I were ready for our visit to grandma's 
house; at ages four and seven they were 
anxious to see their cousins. Annoyed that 
Rick wasn't home yet (he was running on 
the beach) and feeling pressed for time, I 
thought I'd go yell for him (or at him), but 

got no further than the door when I 
noticed him in the yard deep in thought. 
Something stopped me, and I stepped 
back into the house wondering what 

had happened. 
"I heard a voice," he said. "Well, 

maybe not a voice," he clarified, 
"it seemed to be all around me. It 
said we're straying too far from 
what life is about, what family is 
about, we've lost sight of what's 
important." I wasn't prepared 
when he followed that by stating 
we needed to get back to a simpler 
way of doing things, although I 
should have realized that's where 
he was leading. It was at this point 
that the decision to throw away 
our television was made. I was also 
to dispense of my trusty bread 
machine and make bread by 
hand. In fact, we were to do every
thing as much "by hand" as pos
sible because it built community 
and strengthened family. Rick 
explained to me how he felt com
ing home from work to find the 
girls eating dinner in front of the 
TV. We weren't spending enough 
time together, at least not time 
that really had value. As he out
lined the steps we should take our 
mouths dropped open in shock, 
and maybe that's an understate
ment, but we had an hour's drive 
to grandma's to discuss how we 
would simplify and consider what 
this meant to us as a family. By the 
time we arrived the girls were in 
the spirit. It seemed to them like 
an exciting adventure, something 

out of the Little House on the Prairie books 
they loved. 

The next day we began the overhaul 
and threw away, donated, or sold every 
electrical appliance we had, including 
other items we deemed were ultimately 
unnecessary. The refrigerator, washing 
machine, and my computer (for work) 
were the few exceptions making it 
through our housecleaning. Without the 
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"I heard a voice." he said. 
"It said we're strayin~ too far 
from what life is about. what 
family is about. we've lost si~ht 
of whafs important." 

But that's getting ahead 
of myself The following 
year Erica began taking 
violin through the school. 
Her orchestra leader, who 
also gave her private les
sons, informed me one day 
that the school didn't sup
port the string program 
and Erica had potencial. 
Perhaps I might consider 
homeschooling. His wife, 
he said, had homeschooled 
all four of his daughters. I 
might want to talk with 
her. I did and then had a 
long talk with Annalee's 
first grade teacher. She was 
extremely enthusiastic and 
dragged us down to the 
principal's office and made 

television, we found new ways to enter
tain ourselves. We read books aloud, we 
played board games, and, as our involve
ment as a family increased, so did our 
involvement in school. 

Wanting to share our newfound knowl
edge, and at the urging of our daughters, 
Rick and I began volunteering in the girls' 
elementary school. I recall going into Eri
cis third grade class ro show the students 
how to make juice from a handcranked 
juicer. (Many years later she would run 
into a boy from this class who asked if we 
were still Amish.) Other children rook in 
turtles or bottle cap collections for show 
and tell, but Annalee rook her father in. 
The two of them had written a song 
together, "Wish I Was a Big Oak Tree." 
Rick wrote the melody and the lyrics, 
Annalee came up with the movements, 
and together they led the class in a rous
ing rendition of the song. We were trying 
to show the children something different 
from what they were normally exposed to, 
a different type oflifestyle that sometimes 
seemed a stark contrast to the middle
class suburban environment that sur
rounded us. After this, Rick was asked to 

come into school ofren to sing and play 
guitar, writing original tunes for specific 
events. For the 1 OOth day of school he 
wrote "1 00 Steps" and led the entire stu
dent population in song. Ten years later 
we would record it as a family. 
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the announcement. It was set. 
Following the Simplicity Testimony 

doesn't necessarily mean hanging your 
wash outside in ten-degree weather rather 
than using a dryer (although we do). It 
also means leaving time for quiet in your 
life, time to reflect, time to pray. This is 
often difficult, especially as you're work
ing toward a new Lifestyle for both your
self and your children. Since we opted to 
live without most appliances, however, 
life seemed more hectic, and the added 
decision to homeschool compounded it. 
It took three weeks for the girls ro get used 
to not having a Tv; but I think it rook me 
several months to get used to the chaos of 
having them home constantly. Books, toys, 
and projects abounded. There was con-

cinuous noise. But much of that was 
laughter. The dog and the red wagon be
came a horse and chariot from ancient 
Rome. The girls traveled to the land of the 
pharaohs while wearing time-travel cook
ing pots on their heads. They marched 
down the road shaking and banging home
made instruments made from nature. 
They found signs of fairies in the trees and 
planted fairy gardens. They lay on their 
stomachs and observed ants at work. We 
grew herbs and dried them all around the 
kitchen. We bought a canoe and foraged 
for wild food while paddling down rivers. 
Rick and Erica built a beehive and we 
ordered bees, getting a panicked call at 6 
AM one day from the post office. During 
the early days ofhomeschooling someone 
in meeting for worship shared the mes
sage that all work was prayer, including 
washing the dishes. It's often (well, almost 

Page 10: Girls in 
the backyard at 
the water pump 
Above: Rick and 
Annalee coloring 
Left: With our 
time travel hats 
on, traveling to 
ancient Rome 

always) extremely difficult to keep this 
thought in mind, but I've tried my best to 
share it with my daughters. 

It's difficult to nurture children amid 
cultural pressures and influences that 
undermine Friends testimonies. As it is 
stated in New York Yearly Meeting's Faith 
and Practice, "We try to harmonize daily 
life with spiritual belief" By pulling the 
girls out of school we had simultaneously 
made our lives both more hectic and con
siderably more simple. Without the peer 
pressure of school the girls were not afraid 
to grow into their own and, we found, 
were more receptive to ideas than they 
might have been otherwise. This was a 
benefit we hadn't considered when we 
made the decision to homeschool. Any-
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one who has raised children is aware of 
how much of a dominating force their 
peers can be. 

Our monthly meeting was extremely 
supportive in our endeavor. For most of 
the girls' childhood there were only four 
children in First-day school, bur it was 
active and almost all the adults took turns 
reaching them--or maybe just participat
ing in their antics. Help was given when 
they were trying to learn to crochet and 
knit, or when they couldn't grasp a con
cept in their studies. They were applaud
ed when they played their instruments 
and sang at potlucks (probably horribly 
out of tune), and they were encouraged to 
keep up the good work. They wrote plays 
(staging one at a local prison), they had a 
comparative religion course, and they 
painted on the walls. Most importantly, 
they were allowed to be children. The 
range in ages of members also allowed the 
girls to feel comfortable with people of all 
ages outside of meeting. I recall walking 
out through my mother-in-law's back 
door to find Erica and Annalee doing can
nonballs into the pool with her friend, a 
man in his 70s they'd never met, but with 
whom they were laughing and splashing 
about as if he were family. 

In an article in the January/February 
2004 issue of Quaker Life, "Raising 
Quaker Children in the Modern World," 
Roger Dreisbach-Williams wrote, "At the 
very least families should sit down togeth-

The family band 
posing at a railroad 
track 
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er for one meal a day in the presence of 
the Lord. Young children should be put to 
bed by at least one parent . .. with a time 
of reflection, love, hugs, prayer and a sto
ry." I agree, as we had discovered the truth 
of this ourselves years before. In order to 
eat together as a family we changed din
nertime to 8 PM when Rick arrived home 
from work. All meals were made "from 
scratch," with love, becoming a prayer in 
and of themselves. Last semester Erica 
took a Food and Culture course and did 
an essay using only photographs of my 
hands preparing a meal at our house. We 
were amazed at the responses she got from 
her classmates-and her teacher-on 
how they envied her. Both girls are also 
good cooks and understand the sacred
ness and importance of eating together, 
making me confident that they will con
tinue to do so when they have families. 

After meals were done and the kitchen 
cleaned, we would make popcorn and 
gather in the livingroom in our pajamas 
where I would read aloud. I read every
thing from Little House on the Prairie to 
Lord of the Ringr, every Madeleine I.:Engle 
book, and our favorite, the Redwall series. 
When the reading was finished, Rick 
would walk the girls upstairs, ruck them 
into bed, and softly play his guitar singing 
them to sleep. This was a ritual they antic
ipated every night, and which they remi
nisce about all the time, often breaking 
into songs from those early years. 

For our family, a large part of who we 
are is represented in the act of playing 
music. It's hard to pinpoint what got our 
family band going. Was it giving away the 
television? Was it Annalee's decision to 
take Rick in for show and tell and their 
collaboration on a song? Or was it the 
bedtime ritual? I suppose it all played a 
part. Erica continued to participate in the 
school orchestra even after we began home
schooling, but as the orchestra leader pre
dicted, she grew bored with the pace of 
learning and the material. Turning to 
Rick, she begged him to teach her instead. 
She was ten. Not wanting to leave Anna
lee out, we bought her jawharps. With 
some sort of clever scheme in mind, Rick 
announced one day at rise of meeting that 
he was buying me a dulcimer so we could 
all play together. 

This sense of togetherness and enjoy
ing each other's company was reflected in 
other areas, such as when Erica asked me 
to participate in her tap dance at an end
of-the-year dance recital, or when I joined 
both girls for a H awaiian hula dance. 
Another time Erica asked Rick to play a 
banjo tune, and she simply got up on 
stage and improvised a percussive flatfoot 
dance. While sitting in the audience I 
overheard another parent exclaim, "I can't 
believe she lets him on stage with her
my own children don't even want to be in 

Continued on page 54 

November 2007 FRIENDS j OURNAL 



er ... lc 

kay, I'll fess up. There's no hiding 
it-all the gang members who hang out 
in our neighborhood park already know 
it. They all laughed and scoffed at first at 
such an uncool thing to do. But persist
ence has earned their respect and, though 
they wouldn't be seen doing it themselves, 
even an occasional compliment. Have 
you guessed already? That's right, I'm a Lit
ter-picker. You know, one of those crotch
ety old fogies who can't pass a piece of 
trash on the ground without the urge 
to bend over and pick it up. 

In the inner-city neighborhoods 
where my wife, Mary Ann, and I have 
Lived for nearly four decades, one could 
spend a lifetime engaged in this be
havior- so limits have to be set. You're 
guaranteed to be employed full-time 
as long as you don't expect a wage. So 
during work days, I curb myself to 
dismounting from my bike for cash 
(biggest find: $50), nails and screws (to 
minimize flat tires for bikes and our four
wheeled cousins), glass (before some kid 
decides to smash it), major hazards (boul
ders, fenders, boxes, and other obstacles 
easier for a cyclist than a motorist to clear 
away), and "useful items" (which my wife 
gently urges me to part with when they're 
not used within a year). 

I only pick up every litter bit I see 
when I'm doing my evening exercise walk 
in our local park. Since I spend an hour 
every day in this activity, there's a fair 
amount of self-interest operable here: I 
prefer beauty and get more enjoyment out 

Chuck Hosking and his wife, Mary Ann Fiske, 
live in Albuquerque, N Mex. They are members 
of Harare (Zimbabwe) Meeting. They invite 
Friends to diJnate to the Zimbabwe Famine 
Relief Fund at Schenectady (NY) Meeting all 
the money they'll save in health club fees and diJc
tor bills by staying fit through litter-picking. 
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by Chuck Hosking 

of a clean park than from a trashed one. I 
have also gleaned a few theories from 
experiencing my personal behavior and 
observing that of others. Theory One: 
People throw litter where they see litter 
already. I've done it when no trash recep
tacle was nearby. Have you? Be honest, 
now. So by my math-teacher logic, when 
I clear an area oflitter, I enhance the prob
ability that the next passerby might just 
hold his/her litter until a trash receptacle 
appears. T heory Two: Children osmoti
cally imprint a sense of a "normal" envi
ronmental trash level and unconsciously 
mimic that ambient mental snapshot as 
adults. So, once again, it's an investment 
in my long-term environmental/aesthetic 
self-interest to spend a moment helping to 
create a litter-free setting (particularly in a 
beautiful public venue like a park) in the 
hope that the beneficial ripple effects will 

extend beyond the immedi
ate improvement, perhaps 
programming today's youths 
into Litter-responsible behav
ior decades hence. Does it 

work? QJ,tien sabe, but the bending action 
is added exercise, and the immediate 
improvement is a sufficient payoff. Any 
subsequent dividend is icing on the cake. 
Theory T hree: If one sees another person 
engaging in some positive behavior, the 
action may serve as a model to do likewise. 
Wishful thinking? Probably. But, once 
again, what do I have to lose by scattering 
some mildly virtuous behavior seeds? 

How was I afflicted with this urge to 
Litter-pick? My father's to blame. As a 
young child I remember watching him 
pick up other people's Litter and deposit 
it in trash bins. After he did so, he'd ask 
me if the area looked nicer. When I said 
it did, he infused me with a morsel of 
his philosophy of Life: try to leave the 
world a little better than you found it. As 
we all know, our basic values are set early 
in life, and that one certainly rang true 
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with me and has been a linchpin of my 
adult aspirations. 

But why, in our rat-race world where 
it's considered progress to fill every tem
poral interstice with income-generating 
potential, do I persist in this embarrassing 
activity when I could choose to be more 
productively engaged? Well, for starters, it 
honors my father's model. My theology of 
afterlife is the extent to which a person 
lives on in the heart, mind, soul, values, 
words, and, most importantly, actions of 
those who follow. Ifl litter-picked only to 
honor my father, that by itself would be 
enough of a reason. 

A second motivation is the communi
tarian satisfaction and self-respect that 

..§ result from litter-picking. I consider it an 
a act of resistance to our media-molded, 
. ~ materialistic, individualist, greed-centered, 
\) modern/hip success mindset to affirm 

communitarian values whenever and 
wherever possible. Whatever happened to 
the innate urge to enhance the common 
good? Ever since Britain's Enclosure Acts 
eliminated grazing on the commons (over 
20 percent of all land) 150-250 years ago, 
we humans have developed the mindset 
that success is measured by maximum 
individual exploitation of God's creation. 
Privately owned land plots have come to 
be viewed as sacrosanct (witness NAFT.Ns 
assault on Mexico's tjia'os--communal 
land). The five years my wife and I spent 
in Africa taught us the soul-healing com
munitarian values embodied in that con
tinent's ubuntu concept-the quality of 
being available to, and affirming of, oth
ers. Any opportunity to redefine progress 
in a more communitarian fashion-even 
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one litter bit at a time-seems like a pos
itive move to me. Keep your own yard 
tidy, of course, but don't stop there. Join 
the movement to improve the global com
mons, and everyone benefits. 

But just how is litter-picking a pro
phylaxis for despair? This brings me to my 
third inspiration for pursuing this simple 
activity, and it requires a bit of personal 
background information. In 1971, when 
Mary Ann and I agreed to a lifetime bond, 
we reasoned that underpopulation was 
not one of the world's pressing problems. 
Wanting to embrace fully our peace and 
justice values forged in the seething caul
dron of the turbulent 1960s, we decided 
that rather than having children of our own, 

we would use as few of the world's 
resources as possible, share our sur
plus with the world's lowest
income residents through chan
nels like Right Sharing of World 
Resources, and spend as much of 
our time as we could (Mary Ann 
full-time, I part-time) working for 
justice and peace. As most Friends 
know, such work can be exhilarat
ing or depressing. The 1960s were 
the former, the 2000s have been 
the latter for many of us. Especial
ly when our work leads us to 
despair, we all have need of a coun
terweight, something to affirm in 
order to achieve some measure of 
balance in our troubled world. 
This prophylaxis for despair can be 
simple, but we need daily doses 

of it, and one of those sources for me is 
litter-picking. 

When Mary Ann and I moved to 
Albuquerque, we were aware that scien
tists at Sandia Labs here concentrated 
their superior brain power on designing 
bigger and better weapons of mass destruc
tion. Mindful of the post-World War II 
N uremberg Trials, I understood such 
activity to be a crime against humanity, 
and I understood that by my residential 
proximity to this crime, I had a responsi
bility to speak out against it, much as 
N uremberg judges expected residents 
near Auschwitz to have stood up in oppo
sition to the crimes being committed 
there. So on Ash Wednesday in February 
1983, I began a peace vigil on public side
walks outside five of the gates that Sandia 
Labs workers exited after work. Never 
having met anyone who was not for peace 
(some want peace through superior fire
power, others of us prefer peace through 

global sharing), I realized that the word 
had lost its meaning, so I painted a series 
of banners (mostly questions) highlight
ing core values that made for just and sus
tainable peace. February 2008 will mark a 
quarter century of peace vigiling, averag
ing just over once per week and totaling 
over 2,000 hours. Another 2,000 hours 
were spent commuting by bicycle to and 
from Sandia Labs gates, since I've never 
felt at peace with myself using oil-burning 
transport to get to a demonstration to 
protest militarism designed to protect our 
elitist oil-based lifestyle. Since the weath
er is seldom ideal and vigiling is usually 
rather boring, 80 percent of my vigils have 
been solo. Most of the workers ignore my 
signs, and it would be easy to despair that 
I've been wasting my energies. One excep
tion is described in the chapter on Tom 
Grissom in Studs Terkel's book The Great 
Divide. [Note: In that chapter, Tom Gris
som writes about the influence of Chuck 
Hosking's witness on Tom's decision, as a 
nuclear physicist at Sandia National Labo
ratories, to resign from his position. - Eds.} 

Peace vigiling is a seed-planting activi
ty. Over the quarter century, 7,000,000 
motorists (counting repeats) have been 
exposed to messages on my banners such 
as: Jesus said, "Love Your Enemies. "Do we? 
or Why Waste a Good Mind on Weapons 
WOrk? or Are You Sure Weapons of Mass 
Destruction Build Peace? I know the mes
sages are being processed, but I rarely get 
any feedback, and when I do it's usually 
negative. Weapons work is mentally stim
ulating and financially alluring. Protesting 
it is amorphous, rather gloomy, and bor
ing (when solo). Since I vigil weekly, I 
need regular counterweights, and I have 
many, but the simplest and most concrete 
is litter-picking. When I vigil, I need to 
nurture a faith that something positive 
will result, but when I pick up a litter bit, 
I have the immediate gratification of see
ing with my own eyes that my actions 
have made a difference. So, yes: invest 
your energies in addressing the world's 
problems. But please also nurture your 
soul with a concrete, positive counter
weight such as litter-picking. If you do, a 
lifetime of opportunity awaits you. 0 
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'Ignorance ends today. Negligence starts tomorrow." 
-Architect Wt!liam McDonough 

by Erica Bradley, 
Amanda Gagnon, 

Breja Gunnison, 

Whatever one might think, suspect, 
or wish away, climate change and 
global warming pervade public 

discourse. Celebrities at rallies, musicians 
at benefits, and, perhaps more than any
thing else, Al Gore's documentary An 
Inconvenient Truth ensure that the envi
ronment stands tall among the many 
issues facing our policy, nation, and 
species today. 

A new jargon has found its way 
into everyday speech: hybrid no 
longer describes crossbred ani
mals but trendy cars; ethanol 
no longer intoxicates drivers but 
powers their vehicles; "clean diesel," 
which once might have seemed a laugh
able oxymoron, now follows hard on the 
heels of incongruous neologisms like "bio
diesel." Politicians speak fluently, whether 
they understand or not, about "clean 
coal" power, wind power, solar power, 
nuclear power. All are discussed, pro
posed, and sometimes rejected but always 
considered passionately in the U.S. and 
around the world. Environmental think 
tanks sound alarms; scientists inform us in 
detail of the changes already effected; eco
nomic think tanks, the Department of 
Defense, and now even our President 
acknowledge and warn us of the poten
tially disastrous consequences of the way 
in which we use natural resources. 

So we all work, in whateverwaywecan, 
to address the problem. Besides the many 
initiatives afoot on Capitol Hill, here in 
Pennsylvania the legislature passed the 
Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards Act 
of 2004, which requires 18 percent of all 

Erica Bradley, Amanda Gagnon, Breja Gunni
son, Elizabeth Markham, and Maximilian 
Plotnick served as interns for FRIENDS jOURNAL 
this past summer. 
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energy in the Common
wealth to come from renew-
able energy sources within 15 years. 
Philadelphia, named one of the ten green
est cities in the U.S. by msn.com, is high
ly rated for its public transportation
used by a third of the city's commuters
and for sourcing electricity locally. The 
city's Energy Cooperative buys electricity 
off roofs of residents, generated from solar 
or wind power, which it then sells to an 
estimated 1,500 consumers. 

However, there is still much more to be 
done, especially in the way of green build
ings. Friends Center, home of many na
tional Quaker organizations, a conference 
facility, a monthly meeting, a childcare 
center, and itself a National Historic Land
mark, will become one of the greenest 
buildings in the city. 

Quakers have long been innovators and 
served as examples in the cause of social 

Elizabeth Markham, and 
Maximilian 

Plotnick 

justice: for the abo
lition of slavery, uni

versal suffiage, and eco-
nomic equality among 

all people worldwide. This 
work has stemmed from lead

ings to live in a manner con
sistent with Quaker testimonies. 

The decision to go green at Friends 
Center, likewise, is a deliberate effort 

to manifest these testimonies, particu
larly those of Simplicity, Integrity, Peace, 

and Equality. 
Friends Center expresses Simplicity by 

working in harmony with nature instead 
of exploiting it, by utilizing the Earth 
instead of manipulating it. The Center 
shows Integrity in the consistent and per
sistent desire to serve as examples to all 
around us. But how does environmental 
consciousness reflect the testimonies of 
Peace and Equality? It is no secret that 
competition for diminishing resources 
ofren results in violence and even war. By 
working to preserve our environment and 
conserve our resources, Friends Center 
contributes to the cause for peaceful rela
tions among nations. And ensuring that 
clean air, clean water, and clean energy are 
available to all people in all places embod
ies the Testimony of Equality. 

These testimonies came to the surface 
in discussions about desperately needed 
renovations to Friends Center by its Cor
poration Board. One or two members sug
gested considering environmentally friend
ly methods. These suggestions were at first 
dismissed, but these individuals contin
ued to encourage others to bear them in 
mind until finally, through Quaker 
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process, came unity. So the call to witness 
was heard, and soon plans were drawn 
and renovations got underway. 

On June 14, 2007, Friends Center 
unveiled the first completed section of the 
renovations, the main office building's 
vegetated roof, designed by Roofscapes, 
Inc. The roof is 10,000 square feet and 
has four layers. Underneath is a layer of 
white roofing, over which a system of coils 
and tubes carries excess water to the roof 
drains. The drainage system is then cov
ered by a layer of light "dirt," composed 
of volcanic ash and other airy substances, 
in which is planted a garden with five 
types of sedum plants that tolerate high 
temperatures and limited water supply. 

Green roofs have numerous environ
mental and economic benefits. They help 
mitigate the urban heat island effect, 
where the average temperature in a city is 
substantially higher than the surrounding 
areas. On a 90-degree day a regular roof 
can reach 140, while a green roof will only 
reach 85. Another part of the roof has a 
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some Good News 
11'0111 ElsewiB'e 
• The Clean Energy Act of 2007, 

which attempts to reduce 
dependency on foreign oil sources 
by increasing efficiency and 
encouraging the use of alternative 
energy resources, has been passed 
by the House of Representatives 
and, with amendments, by the 
Senate. 

• San Francisco has banned the use 
of plastic grocery bags and the sale 
of single-serving plastic water 
bottles on city-owned property. 

• Curitiba, Brazil, has designed an 
efficient public bus system, on 
which two-thirds of trips within 
the city take place. Curitiba has 
stopped paying garbage collectors 
to retrieve waste from slums, 
instead using the money to 
purchase locally grown food, 
which is then given co low-income 
families when they bring their 
garbage co collection centers. 

• In Copenhagen, Denmark, 
bicycles are available for public 
use, paid for by advertising on the 
bicycles themselves. 

photovoltaic array (solar panels) that will 
generate energy from sunlight to use in 
the building, reducing energy expenses. 

Vegetated roofs also capture and divert 
storm water, the main source of pollution 
for Philadelphia's rivers. On average the 
city's sewage plant is overwhelmed by an 
excess of storm water runoff 54 times a 
year, washing sewage, fertilizer, and ani
mal waste into Philadelphia's rivers. 
Friends Center's roof is predicted to 
absorb 100 percent of the rain from 90 
percent of storms. Runoff from other 
roofs in Friends Center will be collected 
and used to flush toilets, reducing the 
Center's use of city water by about 90 per
Gent. The garden will also cool the build
ing and shield the roofrop underneath 
from the damaging rays of the sun. While 
it is not known how long a green roof can 
last, there are several in existence today 
that date back to the 1930s and have yet 
to need replacement. 

Besides the green roof, photovoltaic 
solar cells, and runoff system, the planned 
renovations include installing geothermal 
heating and cooling, which will drastical
ly reduce the amount of energy Friends 
Center requires to heat and cool the 
building. Six wells will be drilled into the 
ground along 15th Street, six inches in 
diameter and each reaching deeper than 
the Empire State building is tall. The tem
perature of groundwater remains relative
ly constant throughout the year at about 

54 degrees. The heat exchangers extract 
heat in winter and cool in summer to cir
culate through the building. The geother
mal wells are so effective compared to nor
mal heat pumps because it is much easier 
to extract coolness from 54-degree ground
water than from hot summer air, and, 
conversely, much easier to extract warmth 
from groundwater than from cold air in 
the cooler seasons. Similar deep-well sys
tems have already been implemented suc
cessfully in New York and Boston. 

Geothermal exchange requires electric
ity to run its pumps and heat exchangers, 
but for every unit of electricity put into 
the system four units of energy for heat
ing and cooling will be returned, so the 
system has 400-percent efficiency com
pared to the 90-percent efficiency of the 
best conventional systems. "It's just using 
the Earth's capacity to heat and cool some
thing without having to add energy to it," 
explains Pat McBee, the full-time volun
teer director of the capital campaign. "It's 
nothing fancy. This is a water well, much 
like the one my grandmother had in her 
backyard. It's about thinking better." 

There are also interior improvements 
planned, including new systems to trans
port heat and coolness inside, a more 
energy-efficient light system, windows that 
let in more light and less heat, new car
peting made of recycled fibers, low-emissions 
paine, and more energy-efficient appliances. 

Other organizations-including the 
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Pennsylvania Department of Environ
mental Protection, the Philadelphia Water 
Department, the Philadelphia Chapter of 
the American Institute of Architects, and 
the Delaware Valley Green Building 
Council-have already expressed interest 
in this project as an example and a spur to 
change building practices in the region. 

This massive project is not without its 
price. The renovations will total approxi
mately $12.6 million. T he owners of 
Friends Center-American Friends Ser
vice Committee, Philadelphia Yearly Meet
ing, and Central Philadelphia Monthly 
Meeting-committed $5 million at the 
start of the project, and contributions play 

an extremely important part. 
As head offundraising, McBee had ini

tially hoped to raise $2 million. Over the 
past two years, more than $2.35 million 
have been committed, and McBee hopes 
to see donations top $3 million by the end 
of the campaign. Some of the donations 
were made by foundations, but most 
carne from individuals who want to sup
port green construction. Fundraising has 
been so successful, according to McBee, 
"because so many people are so excited 
about doing this with us!" 

While the money not raised through 
donations will have to be financed, the 
Board considers this decision a sound in-

wavs to ... lhe EnvlroniBt 
• Use compact fluorescent light bulbs, 

which consume 65-75 percent less 
electricity and last ten times longer 
than regular light bulbs. The reduc
tion in electricity usage will not only 
save money, it will also mean less 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

• Use public transponation, walk, or 
bike to reduce C02 emissions 
from cars. 

• Turn off appliances (television, radio, 
lights) when not in use. Unplug 
power strips and transformers, as 
these will drain energy even with 
appliances switched to off. 

• Don't neglect the basics--reduce, 
reuse, recycle. 

• Consider purchasing wind energy 
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for your home. 
• Replace toilets older than 1970-

newer models use 1.6 gallons of 
water per flush, as opposed to the 5 
gallons needed by older models. 

• Avoid products with excessive and 
unnecessary packaging-try buying 
in bulk instead. 

• Use cloth diapers instead of dispos
able ones. 

• Try not to use disposable products 
such as paper plates and plastic cups. 

• Buy a mesh or cloth grocery bag. 
Plastic shopping bags are produced 
with petroleum and are estimated to 
take a millennium to decompose. 

Page 15: An aerial view of Friends Center 
showing the newer office building on the right 
and the meetinghouse toward the center. 

Page 16: Photovoltaic ceUs are installed on a 
section of the Friends Center roof. 

Left: Another roof section is planted with 
vegetation. 

·!:i 
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~ 
vestment. Ultimately, the savings in long- ~ 
term energy expenses will more than off- ..:-

~ 
set the costs of the energy saving strate- cS 
gies. Within ten years the Board expects 
to recoup those expenses. McBee explains, ] 
"Sometimes the best way to save money is tE 
to spend more money at the outset." ~ 

But for McBee, these renovations are iC' 
t: 

much more than a way to save money; ;:~ 
h 8 they are a personal leading. S e stresses ~ 

the vital significance of environmental ad- "' 
vocacy both for herself and for all Friends ~ 
when she declares, "It's a wimess as impor
tant to Friends in the 21st century as free-
ing slaves was in the 18th century. We 
have to do it." 0 

• <www.onebillionbulbs.com>: 
encourages replacing standard 
incandescent light bulbs with compact 
fluorescent bulbs 

• <WWW.getonboardnow.org>: N BC's 
site to promote its Conservation Fund 

• <WWW.greenbuilder.com>: eco-friendly 
techniques for home renovators 

nh 'd (( " • <www.gree omegw e.com>: green 
products and energy-saving tips 

• <WWW.energystar.goV>: energy efficient 
appliances 

• <WWW.touchstoneenergy.com>: energy 
co-ops across the United States 

• <WWW.usgbc.org>: the U.S. Green 
Building Council; news and 
construction information for home 
and industry 

• <WWW.buildinggreen.com>: resources 
for sustainable design 

• <WWW.greenmaven.com>: a custom 
search engine run by Coogle 
focusing on green, conscious, and 
sustainable websites 

• <www.grist.org>: news and 
commentary updated daily 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO 

0 gaudy world of autumn, with your 

crazy quilt of patchwork leaves-

Cerise and yellow, fuchsia, orange, bronze-

Brief day of celebration on the eve of winter's rule, 

Wrap us in beauty, 

Cover us with gold-filled sunshine, 

Warm us with radiant color 

Against the coming cold. 

-Emily Conlon 

BLESSING 

Too swift, time robs me of my very thoughts, 
Dreams stay unexamined 

and soon forgotten; tiny images dart now & then, 

Here and gone, here 
Fragments peck like crows 

then fly off before I can befriend them. 

But oh the compensations! 

Those little hands; that smile; the 
screams of delighted discovery; spontaneous hugs: 
Tiny arms wrapped tight around my knees, standing at 

the kitchen sink; 
The bedtime dance; 
That bow-legged stance toddling away

soft dark curls and the 
yellow ribboned balloon bobbing obediently behind! 

Before you: trillions of thoughts, decades of dreams 

Wait 
Like Christmas presents newly wrapped in the attic, 

to be discovered in time. 
A few dark lumps of grief inside the stocking, no 

doubt, but (I pray) 
Mostly bright and shiny, 

Rainbow-hued 
Boxes full of joy for you. 

- Denise Thompson-Slaughter 

Emily Conlon lives in 
Gwynedd, Pa. 

Denise Thompson-Skzughter 
lives in South Bend, Ind. 
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The 2007 Gathering in River Falls, Wisconsin 

The FGC Experience I Did Not Expect to Have 
by Judith M. James 

l
am on the worship planning com
mittee for the semi-programmed 
meeting at Minneapolis (Minn.) 
Meeting. I asked myself to speak on 

July 15 because I knew I would be back 
from FGC and asswned my time spent 
there would yield great fodder for speak
ing. My experience did not equal my 
expectations, nor was it like anything I 
could have imagined. In fact, if someone 
had described the journey I ended up tak
ing, I would have said, "Don't sign me 

judith M james, an attender of Minneapolis 
(Minn.) Meeting, is an educator who is cur
rently teaching interpersonal and intercultural 
communication. She takes pleasure in hosting 
international students. 
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on." I wanted a secular experience and 
much to my initial disappointment I end
ed up with a spiritual one. My expecta
tions were that I would meet new people 
and establish long-lasting friendships, I 
would go to some academically challeng
ing groups and gain insight, and I would 
have lots of fun. This did not happen. 

Instead without much thought or fan
fare, as with most experiences left to the 
Universe and God, I voluntarily chose vul
nerability in a workshop called the Spiri-

tual Practice of Forgiveness. Much to my 
surprise, I had little resistance and my fear 
was washed away through the power of a 
group of people present in the divine love 
of God. It was quite uncomfortable being 

that vulnerable. And in hindsight I realize 
the journey I took traversed a spiritual ter
rain that I had never traveled before. 

This feeling of being with God's divine 
love in others opened me to my own 
hwnanity and the mysteries of the sacred. 
Quite honestly this was not a high. I cer
tainly didn't feel like handing out daisies 
and singing "Kwnbaya''; quite the oppo
site. I felt reluctant to share this elevated 
place with others. I felt alone but not lone
ly. T he first three days I walked around in 
a stupor of sorrow and mystification. But 
the Spirit was present to limit the extent 
of that sadness and strengthen my resolve 
through several little coincidental meet
ings with exactly the right person. 

Often these happenings were with 
women who were powerful, centered, and 
wise seniors. Because of these women I saw 
my life in front of me, not behind me. One 
important sacred gift I received to lessen 
my melancholy mood happened in the 
women's bathroom (of all places) with an 
older woman whom I will call "Evelyn." 

I had just come from a special interest 
group on the "Right way: or is the Soci
ety of Friends becoming a liberal religion 
instead of one based in the Spirit?" T he 
group ended early with lots of shouting, 
and anger spewed on those looking for a 
conversation. I left angry and hopeless 
about the state of affairs of diversity 
among Friends. 

I walked back to Crabtree Hall looking 
like a sourpuss. I pretty much blew off my 
roommate and then went to the bath
room. I walked in on a petite woman in 
her late 70s who had just returned from 
contra dancing. She looked a bit too 
cheery for my taste, so I kept my face for
ward in the mirror. Evelyn didn't care that 
I was avoiding her and said, "Dear, you ~ 
look so depressed. What happened?" I ~ 
snapped back, ''I've been crying every day ~ 
in my workshop, and I just came from a 
shouting match." She replied, "Oh, it 
can't be that bad. wok at the insight you 
are gaining, and all the possibilities for 
change at FGC." I was thinking, "You 
have to be kidding." Instead I replied, 
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"Yes, this is a wonderful opportunity, but 
I think today I had enough of what FGC 
has to offer." "Oh, don't say that, dear. 
You are only in the third day, and there is 
so much more for you here. Have you 
tried contra dancing? There is nothing 
like it to get your body feeling good." 
Again I felt like I couldn't just say, "Leave 
me alone"; after all, she was trying, so I 
tried one more time to put her off and 
said, "I just feel like I can't get out of this 
funk." Evelyn looked at me very seriously 
and said, "Oh dear, you are in bad shape." 
She came in close to me and whispered, 
"I think I know what you need. Come to 
my room for some refreshments." 

Of course I went, and she proceeded to 
tell me all about her glorious 79 years as a 
single woman with no children but great 
partners and loves, and her years mentor
ing social workers at her university. I sat 
there for over an hour (I must say she was 
a bit frugal with the refreshments), listen
ing to story after story of a fun, fascinat
ing, and splendid life. I can never again 
feel quite the same about being single and 
without children. She was right; she knew 
just what I needed. 

Without thinking or attempting to 
seek comfort, I was pulled to experiences 
with people like Evelyn that brought both 
relief and gratitude. Ultimately, I was also 
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It is risky business 
to go to a pklce 

without distraction 
and open yourself 

to the Divine. 

able to find comfort and care in my work
shop on forgiveness despite my initial dis
comfort and my vulnerability. The mysti
cal directed my interactions; I felt no need 
to be the smartest, brightest, or most in
sightful person in the room- a relief from 
my normal interactions in the world. 
Instead, I was transmitted to the present 
where the act of forgiveness was seen as 
holy work, and I was as unsophisticated in 
doing the work as each of the others in the 
group. No one looked to a spiritual guru 
in the group, partly because the workshop 
leader was directing us inward, and we all 
stumbled along together. Yet each of us 
possessed a critical piece needed by the 
group. At crucial moments someone in 
the group brought insight that was salve 
for the collective healing needed in the 
present. I have heard about the spiritual 
depth of gathered worship and even expe
rienced it before but never has it seemed 
so alive. I felt nonjudgmental, open, and 
able to embrace the divine love others saw 
in me and I saw in them. Each individ
ual's personal spiritual awakening to the 
whole seemed significant and added to 
the gathered hope of mitigating our 
shared sorrow. All of this was done with
out words, without analysis, and without 
criticism of those who have hurt us. 

I would like to say I understood the 
process, but I didn't, and it took me a 
week to recover from it. It is risky business 
to go to a place without distraction and 
open yourself to the Divine. Throughout 
the entire conference there was a constant 
tacit reminder to be with God. In our 
group where each participant had a deep 
and evolved relationship with God, the 
trust was implicit, and we used God's 
divine love as the needle for our corporate 
compass. For the first time, I was acting 
over a period of continuous time from the 
inside out. I was laid present to vulnera
bility in the light of God's divine love. 

Here is a meditation we used to close 
our worship: Imagine you are sitting in 
the light of the love of God, and a beam 
from that stream oflight extends itself like 
an arm toward you and wraps itself 
around your body. In that moment you 
ask for three gifts you need; they may be 
courage, calm, or insight. You sit quietly 
and hold the gifts you are given in that 
light. Then imagine there is a second 
beam oflight coming off that stream, and 
that light wraps itself around the person 
you want to forgive. Give that person 
those same gifts and together sit with that 
light. Feel yourself and the other person 
who hurt you bathing in those gifts and 
that love. 0 
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Gifts of Eldering 
by Wendy C. Sanford 

I
had planned this year to take a break 
from FGC Gathering. Polly, my part
ner of 27 years, couldn't come with 
me this swnmer, and I was just step

ping down from four years as presiding 
clerk of my large and complex monthly 
meeting. I leafed through the Gathering's 
advance program in March when it 
arrived, then set it down; I was conscious 
of a stack of novels to stay home for, a 
wave of post-clerking weariness and intro
version. Then I heard-not quite whis
pering in my ear- Call Melody. I listened 
for more. Call Melody, the not-voice said 
again. Offer to be her elder. My friend 
Melody Braw was leading a Gathering 

Wendy C Sanford, a member of Friends Meet
ing at Cambridge (Mass.}, is a writer, editor, 
and longtime co-author oJOur Bodies, Our
selves. Her thanks go to Melody Brazo and Pol
ly Attwood for their leadership and support. 
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workshop on white privilege and racism. 
Surely she had an elder by now, I thought. 
I'd never served in such a role. And I most 
definitely didn't want to go to Gathering. 

After a few days the nudge came again: 
Call Melody-this time eliciting a whine 
that even I knew was unattractive: Why 
would I want to pray for others while they 
did work I needed to do myself? While 
they bonded with each other and went 
deep, while they grew close? And- this is 
not a thought I'm proud of-as clerk of 
my meeting I had done enough praying 
for people. I was tired of it. 

Call Melody. 
Finally, hoping Melody would put me 

at rest by having had an elder lined up for 
months already, I e-mailed her (e-mail 
seemed more noncommittal than phon
ing). Melody responded immediately, 
ecstatic. She'd asked five people, and none 

could come to River Falls to be her 
elder. She had been regretfully 
preparing to lead the workshop 
without one on site. My offer was 
a prayer answered. Having offered 

(even by e-mail), I felt I had no choice but 
to tell her I'd come. 

I began two months of an odd double 
life, spiritually speaking. Diligently I 
began to pray daily for Melody's faithful
ness and her planning, and for the ten or 
so Friends about to converge on a single, 
small classroom amid the River Falls 
grasses, each on their own journey with 
white privilege and racism. I interviewed 
some Friends about eldering: Where did 
they sit? Did they ever speak? Did they 
feel out of the action? Melody and I 
walked and talked, and she wrote after
wards, "Thanks for listening faithfully to 
your leading." Secretly, however, I fanta
sized about becoming the sixth person on 
Melody's list of those who couldn't serve. 
Up to the day Gathering began, I longed 
to stay home. A sore throat? Great! Maybe 
I won't be able to go. 

I did go. I love Melody and deeply 
respect her leading to do this work. As a 
white woman, it is crucial for me to learn 
everything I can about white privilege. 
Also, some of my beloveds in Friends for 
LGBTQ (lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgen
der/queer) Concerns had expressed delight 
that I was coming. Finally, I didn't want 
to back out on them or Melody. And I'm 
mystical enough to suspect that Spirit had 
a reason for me to be in River Falls. 

In the classroom the first full morning 
of the workshop, I sat outside the circle of 
ten desks in a spot Melody and I had cho
sen so that she could see me. For three 
hours I prayed-sometimes deeply, some
times shallowly-for Melody's faithful
ness, and for the participants to find their 

At the FGC 
Gathering, 
2007 
(clockwise 
from top /eft): 
George 
Watson gets 
a ride; 
face-painting; 
story time, 
shape-note 
singing 
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hearts opening to the work, to each oth
er, to Spirit. One friend I'd called for 
eldering advice had suggested weaving a 
thread of light around each participant 
and back to Melody. I failed to have such 
vivid images. At my best I sat receptively, 
feeling the spirit in the group rise and fall. 
At noon, Melody was feeling spent from 
the spiritual effort even after a successful 
morning; I walked her to the dining hall 
and through the long lines and sat with 
her at lunch. During the afternoon and 
each afternoon afterwards-in the Gath
ering-wide worship Friends for LGBTQ 
Concerns held each day, in FLGBTQC 
meetings for worship for business, in a 
meeting for racial healing-in all that 
worship, I found the people in the work
shop coming into my heart. Late in the 
evening Melody and I debriefed and she 
talked through her plans for the next day's 
workshop. She thanked me. I thanked 
her, too, but knew that my service was still 
diligence more than inspiration. 

On the second morning the partici
pants broke into pairs to examine the role 
white privilege might have played in their 
family's fortunes, including, for biracial 
participants with a white parent, the 
impact of that parent's whiteness. I heard 
the sound in the room lift by a few deci
bels, signaling the rise of their eagerness 
and engagement. T he workshop was tak
ing off! I was delighted, yet at the same 
time I realized that the better the work
shop went-in a sense, the more effective 
my prayer was-the more bonded the 
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Surely she had 
an elder by now, 
I thought. 
I'd never served 
in such a role. 

group would feel, and the more outside 
the circle I might fmd myself With relief 
I noticed that my joy for them and for 
Melody outweighed, though just barely, 
my grade-school exclusion anxieties. 

Over the week I noted how Melody let 
the exercises, readings, and conversations 
do their work, rather than jumping in 
with the many insights and observations 
she could have offered. She explained to 
me that she believes people in workshops 
experience transformation only to the ex
tent that they themselves find the insights. 
So I watched her practice restraint and 
trust. Gradually I felt the men and wom
en in the circle open an unfamiliar third 
eye and begin to notice the impact of their 
whiteness. When Mel
ody invited the group 
into the closing wor
ship each day, suggest
ing that it could be a 
time to let any new re
alizations settle quietly 
and deeply, she re-

minded us all how worship can be a 
resource for difficult spiritual work. 

Did the workshop go better because I 
was praying? There's no way to know 
except by faith. A few of the workshop 
participants regularly thanked me as they 
left the room; others avoided meeting my 
eyes. (This business of praying for and 
being prayed for is quite intimate, I 
think.) One participant who found it dif
ficult to return on the second day because 
of a tense interaction the day before said 
that the way the workshop was being 
grounded spiritually helped her return. 
On the fourth day I was led to speak in 
the group, to ask if we might pray for 
another member of the circle who had 
been upset the previous day and hadn't 
shown up for the workshop. The group 
fell into silence and for those moments we 
all prayed together. 

Over the week, three unexpected gifts 
came to me. On Wednesday afternoon, 
feeling the classic midweek swoop of tired
ness and ferment, I wandered over to the 
student center and settled into a soft chair 
on a balcony overlooking the main hall. 
(One chair over, a man napped profound
ly with his computer at his feet.) Watch

ing Friends below me move 
comfortably about-greet
ing, chatting, heading for 
the bookstore-! felt hol
low, disconnected, full of 
unnamed longing. Then a 
familiar impulse swept 
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through me: Go check your e-maiL I man
aged to resist hunting up a free computer 
terminal; I knew that this Wednesday 
afternoon dip was an integral part of the 
Gathering experience, but the familiarity 
of the impulse gripped me. I'd been in 
worship and prayer so much already that 
week-all morning, and much of every 
afternoon-that the impulse stood out 
clearly against the backdrop of inner 
silence, clearly enough to deliver its mes
sage. "''m addicted to e-mail," I said out 
loud, though not waking my neighbor. 
How often in my life at home do I use e
mail to distract myself from this fertile 
emptiness! I promised (myself, Spirit) to 
use e-mail differently. 

A second gift carne in the workshop's 
final worship. Melody invited me to pull 
my desk into the circle for this, and asked 
that we reflect on what we were taking 
home with us. One by one the Friends 
spoke of gratitude, new awareness, and 
next steps. I realized that I was entirely 
glad, by now, that I'd come to River Falls, 
and that I'd been able to serve the group 
in the small ways I had. Then a message 
flooded me: All week when I'd thought I 
was praying for Melody and the group, I 
had been praying for myself, too. For 
faithfulness as a person privileged by 
white skin and affluence. For humility, 
accountability, and an open heart. For 
compassion toward others and mysel£ 
For a next step. 

A third gift carne Friday afternoon as I 
settled into a memorial meeting for 
Michael Baldwin, a young man I'd known 
and loved through Friends for LGBTQ 
Concerns. I held Michael and his beloved 
spouse Uriel in my heart, and felt (as is so 
often the case in a memorial worship) all 
the feelings of loss and sadness I'd kept at 
bay until I could reach this loving circle 
where F/friends were helping each other 
remember, celebrate, and grieve. As this 
worship did its necessary work in my 
heart, I was shocked to realize that I near
ly hadn't come to Gathering at all. How 
would I have grieved Michael's death 
without this very circle? 

Spirit did have reasons for me to go to 
River Falls. In responding to the nudge to 
caU Melod~resisting, whining, gradual
ly opening- ! gave myself a chance to 
learn what they were. I can't promise I'll 
be more willing next time (being so 
flawed, so human), but I do hope to feel 
the nudge. 0 
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Good Stewardship 
Through Socially Responsible Investing 

and Planned Giving 

Since 1898 Friends Fiduciary Corporation's miSSIOn has 

been to assist Friends meetings and organizations in the 

stewardship of the ir financial resources, guided by Friends 

Testimonies and Concerns. Our services include: 

Socially Responsible Investing 

Trusteeship 

Charitable Gift Annuities 

and other Planned Giving 

For more information on how FFC's knowledge, experimce and 

expertise can help your organization be good stewards of the funds 

entrusted to you, please contact our staff or visit our website. 

FRIENDS FIDUCIARY 
CO RPORATIO 

Atl independet~t Quaker nonprofit corporation 

1515 C he rry Street, Philade lphia, PA 19102 

215-241-7272 or info@friendsfiduciary.org 

www.friendsfiduciary.org 
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Quaker Identity Crisis 
by Liz Wine 

A 
a child I was a constant at

tendee at annual Gatherings of 
Friends General Conference. I 
have many fond memories 

from summers spent on the campuses of 
schools such as Carleton, Kalamazoo, 
Stillwater, and many more. This summer 
I found myself at the 2007 FGC Gather
ing in River Falls, Wisconsin, afrer not 
having attended, for various reasons, since 
1998-the last time FGC's Gathering 
was in River Falls. I was excited to return 
this year for several reasons: being on 
Junior Gathering staff, living in the Young 
Adult Friends community, and simply 
returning to the Quaker community I 
loved so much as a child. 

This summer I was fortunate to attend 
an interest group on "Convergent 
Friends." This group allowed space for us 
to explore what exactly a convergent 
Friend looks like. We were asked to par
ticipate in one of several small group dis-

Liz Wine, a member of University Friends Meet
~ ing in Wichita, Kans., is a social worker in child 
~ welfare. She feels a caUing to continue the di
~ alogue among the Q;.aker branches. 

cussions by selecting a query that inter
ested us. I selected one that explored the 
types of people involved in the Conver
gent Friends conversation. While interest
ing and intense discussion occurred, some 
discomfort surfaced for me in what took 
the shape of a bias against programmed 
Friends. For example, in a raised voice a 

member of another small group claimed 
not to understand how programmed 
Friends were able to call themselves Quak
ers. I was deeply wounded by this and some 
other comments I heard from Friends. 

I feel as if I were in some sort of Quak
er identity crisis! Even though I had been 
brought up in the unprogrammed Quaker 

tradition and had attended Gather
ing many times as a child and teen, 
I currently attend a programmed 
Q uaker church . Both of these 
aspects of my spirituality are 
important to me and they have 
coexisted quite well inside me. My 
own bit of Quakerism does not fit 
inside a box and cannot be catego
rized neatly. However, if you want 
to use labels, I am a "programmed 
unprogrammed liberal Christian 
Q uaker." Notice, though, that if 
one takes away all the labels, the 
Q uaker will always remain. 

I was deeply conflicted at this 
summer's FGC Gathering by what 
touched me as a demeaning stereo
type against part of my Quaker 
identity. Perhaps the reason this 
hurt me so deeply was because it 
was inflicted upon me in a com
munity to which I felt so connect
ed . Upon further reflection, my 
suffering brought me to a deeper 
connection with those around me, 
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and I also found healing within the Gath
ering, from Friends on various points in 
the Quaker spectrum; Friends who lov
ingly listened to me. 

These connections more than anything 
else motivated me to dialogue and interact 
with a variety of Quakers. Besides the 
Gathering, this year I attended two yearly 
meetings, one affiliated with Friends Unit
ed Meeting and the other with Evangelical 
Friends International. The connections 
and relationships built during these expe
riences did not allow theological disputes 
to be swept under the rug. Conversely, 
they. were approached in a loving, com
passionate manner. 

I am also aware that there are addi
tional stereotypes that other branches 
have toward each other. It is not simply a 
two-way street; it is about a six- or an 
eight-way intersection, due to the 
many wonderful varieties of Quakers 
today. We need to make sure we are 
not circling this busy crossing point 
with never-ending roundabouts. 
Instead, we need to install blinking 
yellow lights that remind us to slow 
down and be present in loving inter
action with one another. 

Friends, these are trying times for 
Quakers. We are a peace church, and 
being peaceful among those Friends 
with whom we cannot see eye to eye 
may be painful, but reconciliation 
within our own denomination can
not be overlooked. There are several 
simple steps one may take to build a 
bridge, instead of a fence. Perhaps it 
is inviting a Quaker of a different 
branch to have coffee or tea .. Or one 
could intentionally attend Quaker 
events that are multi-branch gather
ings. For those who are more isolated 
and have limited travel means, why 
not educate oneself through books, 
pamphlets, and the Internet? T here 
are limitless amounts of creative ways 
to engage in dialogue. Of course there 
may be moments of fear and dis
comfort while engaged in this sort of 
dialogue. Friends, we are not meant 
to live a comfortable life. I urge you 
to seek the Spirit in every Friend you 
meet, whether programmed, unpro-
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grammed, semi-programmed, Christian, 
Universalist, atheist, theist, etc. 

These connections we build may start as 
simple wooden bridges with creaky boards. 
Yet if nurtured with loving diligence, they 
have the opportunity to become as not
able as the Golden Gate Bridge. 

As you read the following song by the 
Greenham Common Women, from Sing 
in the Spirit: A Book of Q}l,aker Songs by 
The Leaveners, allow it to sit with you and 
see how the Spirit may lead you to build 
a bridge: 

Building bridges, between our divisions, 
I reach out to you, will you reach out to me? 
With all of our voices and all of our 

vrstons, 
Friends, we could make such sweet 

harmony. 0 

More Than Just 
Wanting to Help 

In the theme of Friends General Con
ference this year, ". . . but who is my 
neighbor?" we all recognized the words 
from the parable of the Good Samaritan. 
Various speakers during the week spoke 
to the parable, turning our attention to 
the victim as well as those who passed by 
on the other side, and our need to recog
nize and reach out to all. 

For me there is another message in this 
story: it is not often mentioned what a 
skillful person the Good Samaritan was. 
He gave wine to a man half dead and did 
not choke him. He got the man alive to 
the inn on a donkey-we would use a 
helicopter today. The message is that to 
be able to care for your neighbor you 
must also be knowledgeable and skillful 
in areas of the person's need. Wanting to 
care is only the first step. Being able to 
care is an important second step. And the 
third, of course, is to do the actual caring. 

-Harriet Heath 
Radnor (Pa.) Meeting 

Experience a 
Life Changing Process 

Progoff 
Intensive JournaP 

Program 

An integrated system of 

writing exercises and 

meditation to evoke 

your life potential 

Workshops Nationwide 

Host at your 
Friends Meeting 

Special member rates 

CallS00-221-5844 
www.intensivejournal.org 

175,000 participants since 1966 

Continuing Education Credits 

Award-winning 

book by 

IraProgoff 
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~AyyCications are now 6ein8 acceyted. 
Write or call 

Resident Director, Friends House 
17340 Q uaker Lane, Sandy Spring, MD 20860 

Phone: (301) 924-7523, e-mail: friendshouse@comcast.net, 
www.friendshouse.com 
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'M Investment . 
by Brenda Rose Simkin 

1l
e first time I attended Gather

ng, in Rochester, New York, I 
athed my one-year-old daugh
er, Eleanor, in the bathroom 

sink and I nursed her to sleep in a dormi
tory bed, a little afraid that she might fall 
onto the concrete floor. It was also her first 
"school" (as she came to call it)-the first 
time she was left every morning with a 
caregiver other than family. The leaders 
and a team of attentive, loving teenagers 
helped Eleanor through a few tearful sep
arations. By the end of the week, her 
assigned teenager was her new best friend. 

Then there was the memorable road 
trip to the Normal, Illinois, Gathering 
with three-year-old Eleanor and her 
friends Moxie and infant Ezra, all jammed 
into the back seat of a sedan. Adventures 
included: Ezra almost choking on a raisin 
fed to him by a "helpful" Eleanor; being 
stopped by a cop after accidentally going 
through the EZ-Pass lane; and breaking a 
floor lamp at 5:00 AM. A puppet named 
"the car goddess" ministered to the many 
conflictS that arose. But being held in the 
light of the Spirit after our arrival (some-· 
times in the form of a golf cart driver 
offering relief to tired three-year-old feet) 
made the journey worth every drop of 
sweat. This was also the summer that 
Eleanor learned the word "Quaker." 

At Johnstown, eight-week-old Char
lotte made her Gathering debut. Four
year-old Eleanor's tantrums and willfull
ness were at an all-time high. Dinner time 
was a nightmare: luring a screaming 
Eleanor off the middle of the dining hall 
floor with an ice cream cone, the newborn 
Charlotte slung on my shoulder. The sav
ing grace at that blessed Gathering was 
attending peaceful plenaries while Char
lotte fell asleep nursing in my arms. And 
folk dancing with four-year-old fairies, 
with Charlotte snug to my belly in a sling. 

At Amherst's vast, hilly campus, with a 
toddler and a five-year-old in tow, the 
Spirit showed itself in the Friend who 

Brenda Rose Simkin, a member of Haverford 
(Pa.) Meeting, has led and coordinated children's 
programs for her monthly meeting and for 
Phikulelphia Yearly Meeting. Her current call
ing is for work in peace and service. 
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with High Returns" I watched 
my daughter being 
guUkd, cheered, 
and earned by 
young adult 

Friends. 

loaned us her double stroller, and kind 
cafeteria workers who let me take break
fast food back to our room for the girls. 
Struggles over naps were balanced by new 
friendships and reunions with old friends. 
Also, late-night heart-to-heart chats with 
my mother (who had come along to help 
me out) were a special treat. 

A two-year-old's loose bowels and cha
otic bedtimes with an intense, inflexible 
six-year-old were some of the challenges at 
Blacksburg. But yet again, the Gathering 
held me and gave me gifrs: volleyball sand 
for the children, and for the parents: im
promptu "courtside" conversations about 
peaceful parenting and different meetings' 
approaches to First-day school. 

Traveling to Tacoma was too expensive 
for us, so I carne to the 2007 Gathering 
with great anticipation and spiritual 
thirst. Four-year-old C harlotte stayed 
behind with her grandparents, and eight
year-old Eleanor's behavioral issues disap
peared. It was my first Gathering without 
a baby or preschooler in tow! I savored 
every moment of Junior Gathering staff 
worship, Renaissance singing, and fellow
ship with guitar-playing Alaskans and 

Minnesotans. Eleanor was ripe for all that 
the Gathering had to offer, and the confi
dence and comfort in her interactions 
with teenage Friends, gray-haired Friends, 
and every other Friend she encountered 
was a joy to behold. 

When I watched her hug Neil (the 
same man who welcomed her to her first 
"school" seven years before) and play with 
the rainbow of rings on his necklace, I saw 
her come full circle in the embrace of the 
Gathering. When I watched Eleanor 
being guided, cheered, and literally car
ried by young adult Friends in a game of 
Capture the Flag, I saw a microcosm of 
the entire Gathering experience. Her con
fidence and affection towards Gathering 
Friends were the rich reward for the 
exhaustion and frustration I had some
times felt at Gatherings in the past. Bring
ing my children to Gathering has been an 
investment with high returns. 0 

The Mystery of Being a Neighbor 
Toward the end of my Gathering workshop I wrote, "Fear that this experience 

will have no significant impact on my life" (dodging the doubt that my entire life 
will pass with nothing much to show for i t). Yet tucked in the pocket of my work
shop binder is a slip of paper, a gift from a fellow worshipful workshopper. It says, 
"Thank you Robert, "each word underlined three times, "for your note & what you 
said. Your words were so good and timely & needed at this point in my life ... . " 

Apparently such seeds of conversation, spoken or written, sustain a life of their 
own. I'm grateful to my writing workshop leader, who opened fresh pages each 
morning with provocative questions to explore. And grateful for the 2007 Gather
ing as a whole. Its theme records a scrap of conversation, " .. . but who is my neigh
bor?" lifted from a dialogue in Luke's Gospel. 

The Gathering gave me many such conversations with friendly neighbors old 
and new. Our lives are now more firmly interwoven in ways occasionally crystal 
clear, sometimes waiting to be further deciphered, and often- ! suspect- forever 
totally undisclosed. My memories speak to you all. Your hearts still speak to mine. 
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- Robert Renwick 
Morningride Meeting, New York, NY. 

And now let "'welcome the New Year. full of thing.< that 
have never b(cn. 

RalnU M.u Rilt..e(I87S-1923) Gerraany 

No>violenoe""""""'~notonlyex"""" ph)'iicalviolenoetu 
also inl<mal "idence of spint. You not only rd'u9e 10 sl.n a mao, tu 
)'OU rd'u9e to Ia: him. 

M.Un ._._Kin~. Jr. (tm.l%8) USA 

I have always set a greater value on the charaacr of a doer of 
good than on any other kind of rq>otation. 

8er!jwnin Pruklit1 (1106-1790) USA 

The wisdom from above is lirst pure, lhen peaceable, gentle. 
willing to yield. full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace 
of partialiry or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is 
sown in peace for those who make peace. 

Jame3 3:17-18 

2008 JANUARY lstMo. 
SUN MON TUE WED TI<U FRl SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 ® 9 10 11 12 
13 14 $ 16 17 18 19 
20 21 @ 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 !D 31 

Jf you can dream il. you can do it.. 
Wah OiP~C.y U90l-1966l USA 

The Motto Calendars were 
initiated in 1884 by 

Thomas Scattergood, a 
Philadelphia Quaker and the 
founder of Friends Hospital 
in Philadelphia. They have 

been continued since then by 
members of his family. 

0 
Current prices below include shipping 

and handling to anywhere in the 
United States or Canada. 

Quantity for the 
calendars and envelopes are: 

10 for $14.00 
50 for $42.00 
100 for $74.00 

Please include your name, address, 
city, state, zip code and quantity of 

calendars you would like. 

Make checks payable to: 

The Motto Calendar 
1101 Ridge Road 

Pottstown, PA 19465 
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Year 2008 
Quaker Motto Calendar 

Inspirational messages 
for each month 

Since 1884 

25 calendars $24.00 
25 calendars & envelopes $26.00 

Send orders with check to: 
The Motto Calendar 

11 01 Ridge Road 
Pottstown, PA 19465 

MottoCalendar@comcast.net 
Telephone: 301-320-3931 

The oldest Quaker school in the world, 
William Penn Charter School embraces 

tradition and welcomes innovation. 

Essential Quaker principles and practice 
guide Penn Charter, a Friends school 
by birthright and conviction. Within a 

diverse community, we engage students 
in a stimulating and rigorous educational 

program. We foster academic discipline and 
inteUectual curiosity to prepare graduates 

for higher education and for life. 

3000 West School House Lane, Philadelphia 

215.844.3460 
www.penncharter.com 

~ 
William Penn 
Cliarter 

School 

• QUAKER PROFILE 

Kent Thornburg 
by Kara Newell 

Quaker scientist? That's how Kent T horn
burg describes himsel£ He was born into a 
Quaker family, and his paren ts recognized and 
honored his scientific curiosity early in his life 
by buying him chemistry sets, microscopes, 
and other scientific paraphernalia. Now, he's 
clear that "being a spiritual person, a Quaker, 
and a scientist are interlinked ways of think
ing." For him, "Being a scientist and nu rrur
ing my Quaker roots has been an exciting 
opportunity." 

Thornburg is spirirually grounded, yet it's 
his narure to ask probing questions, nor only 
in matters of science but also in matters of 
fai th, society, culture, and all other aspects of 
life. When he decided to become an academ
ic and a researcher, he felt duty-bound to 

"examine everything from scratch," including 
his fai th. "It was one of the healthiest things 
I've ever done. I learned that the way Q uakers 
view the world was the way I wanted to view 
it. But I have remained a skeptic--even things 
that traditional Quakers might hold dear I'm 
willing ro pur on the table for examination 
and discussion. I appreciate that as Quakers, 
we know and relate to God directly. I wish we 
would more often put ourselves in the ethi
cally difficult places that are so common in 
our culture. I think there are many Quaker 
views that could be helpful for people in our 
culture, but these are not being heard ." 

T hornburg's career in science and teaching 

Kara Newell, a FRIENDS jOURNAL columnist, is 
a member and presiding clerk of Reedwood 
Friends Church in Portland, Oreg. 

has been a pretty straight path-undergradu
ate work at George Fox College (now Univer
sity); PhD from O regon State University in 
developmental biology and developmental 
physiology; then to O regon Health Sciences 
University (OH SU) and Washington Univer
sity in St. Louis for post-doctoral work. With 
that completed, he accepted a teaching posi
tion in the physiology/pharmacology depart
ment at OHSU, during which he served with 
many national and international scientific 
organizations. After 25 years he was appoint
ed to the M. Lowell Edwards chair for cardio
vascular research, endowed by a Quaker fam
ily in honor of the co-inventor of the Starr
Edwards artificial heart valve. Recently, 
Thornburg joined Cardiovascular Medicine 
to teach and to head the research program for 
the division. He also has joint appointments 
in several departments: Physiology and Phar
macology, Obstetrics and Gynecology, bio
engineering, and Medical Wormarics and 
Clinical Epidemiology. "In the latter, we are 
using modern computer m ethods to generate 
dynamic models of the heart during develop
ment. T he models allow us to 'see' the heart in 
three dimensions as it bears. We also use the 
com puter to keep track of which genes are 
expressed or 'turned on' at any given stage of 
development. W ithout the computer, we 
could keep track of only a few genes at a rime. 
Bur the com puter doesn't care how many 
genes it has to remember- there are 30,000 
or so! O ur computer models allow us to fol
low the expressed genes in many combina
tions. We can see the heart in three dimen
sions, rurning it, cutting it, looking at it from 
any angle. When we get it perfected , it will 
help us understand those genes that are defec
tive or are expressed at the wrong rime and 
lead ro heart defecrs. Many of these early genes 
appear to underlie later heart disease in adults 
who never had a heart defect. I'm interested in 
determining how we might use gene therapy 
to rectifY heart problems when the heart is not 
working properly." 

The question of ethics arises whenever 
gene therapy is mentioned. "I get a lor of 
q uestions about tampering with nature," 
T hornburg says, "the 'if God had wanted us 
to fly we'd have wings' questions. Let me tell 
you a story to illustrate. One rime I was visit
ing a wonderful relative of mine who always 
wanted to know what I was working on. At 
the rime, we were trying to understand what 
initiates breathing at birth. Why do you start 
breathing? Most people breathe continuously 
from their first breath for the rest of their life. 
Why do you take your first breath? What are 
the mechanisms that m ight cause it to stum
ble in immature babies who don't breathe reg-
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WAR IS NOT lHE ANSWER. 
PEACEFUL PRMNTlON IS. 
Free "Peaceful Prevention" 
booklet or "War Is Not the 
Answer" bumper sticker 

See www.fcnl.org 
or call 1-800-630-1330 

Friends Committee 
on National Legislation 
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QUAKER EDUCATION 
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222 East 16th Street 
New York, NY 10003 

(212) '179-5030 
www.friendsseminary.org 

Founded 1786 

Kent Thornburg Challenges Quakers 
I see an imponant role for Quakers in 

furthering discussions about the ethical use 
of technology, how we define life, and how 
we consider the beginning and the ending 
of a human life. Science is driven ro under
stand the biological nature of human 
beings, and technology seems to hold prom
ise for altering the very nature of human 
beings. Therefore, from my point of view 
the most difficult question is, "How can we 
ensure that technological advances will be 
used only for good?" We are now being 
driven faster by technology than we can 
develop our ethical intuition and thus, as a 
society, we are not well prepared to think 
wisely regarding questions concerning the 
beginning and end of life. 

Because of our more apolitical stance, 
Quakers could play a role in helping our 
society to develop ethical roots, not by pro
viding answers to all ethical dilemmas but by 
helping people to learn to discuss the most 
inflarnmarory of issues with respect and 
honesty. While the answers are never going 
to be absolutely clear-cur for all people, the 
process of thinking about tough ethical 

ularly? We were in the process of testing some 
ideas about these questions. So I explained the 
work to him with my usual enthusiasm. He 
looked at me almost dumbfounded and said, 
'Why would you want to know that?' And I 
said, 'So we can find some ways to help babies 
who don't breathe well.' And he said, 'Well, 
God will fix that.' 

"His views were so different from mine. I 
feel that we humans have a responsibility to 
understand the universe because we have the 
mental capability and the tools to do so. It's a 
requirement. Bur in so doing, we must 
remember that every step of medical progress 
comes with added ethical responsibilities. The 
more we know, the more we are required ro be 
humble and careful about how we use our 
knowledge. The ethical dilemmas that accom
pany new knowledge and technology need ro 
be debated and understood across the fabric of 
society. We cannot leave ethical decisions to 
politicians or even scientists alone!" 

Thornburg notes that James Childress, a 
Quaker who is professor of Ethics and of 
Medical Education at University ofVuginia, 
"has been an important, influential voice in 
the medical community because of his inter
est in developing ways to think about and 
teach ethics within the medical school cur
riculum. I've read his work, bur I've never met 
him personally. I hope to some day." 

Being in a profession that takes health seri
ously, and knowing that he is a "driven" per-

issues will be helped by learning to appreci
ate the depth of understanding held by those 
with differing views. For all people who 
want to live in a society ruled by ethical intu
ition there is a line in the sand across which 
behavior becomes universally unethical. I 
believe Quakers could help our society and 
especially the "church" to define that line. 

Quakers bring a number of strengths to 
the table, such as the use of queries rather 
than doctrinal statements. Since Barclay, 
Quakers have taken a logical approach to 
understanding rheology and now science. 
That kind of careful, nonpartisan thinking 
could move the discussion of ethical issues to 
the place where it would help prevent our 
society from making really big mistakes in 
our treatment of human beings. This will 
become increasingly important as technolo
gy allows us the opportunity for evil as well 
as for good. I don't think that we should try 
to have "a Quaker view" on every issue, but 
I think that having a Quaker way of think
ing and way of viewing controversial issues 
would be a service to the world. 

son, Thornburg tries to balance his life by eat
ing well and exercising regularly. He keeps his 
mind active not only with his work and 
research, bur in reading widely, and having 
spirited intellectual exchanges with a variety of 
people. H e also believes that spiritual exercise 
is important- understanding the Bible, pray
ing, and wrestling with spiritual issues
whether in the shower, walking to class, in the 
car, over lunch, or during meetings. He cher
ishes his many friends of other fuiths and 
viewpoints-agnostics as well as people of 
faith, including Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, 
and Christian fundamentalists; and he enjoys 
talking to them individually to hear their 
views of how God works in the universe. 

Thornburg could talk about science, 
research, academia, and ethics for hours in 
terms anyone could understand. Yet he is far 
from one-dimensional. He is married to 
Jeanie, a sixth grade schoolteacher (who he 
wishes with admiration had been his sixth 
grade teacher!). Together, they enjoy their chil
dren, an adult daughter and son; their grand
son; hiking; and just having rime together. He 
has served on the board of George Fox Uni
versity and has done a five-year stint as clerk 
of the board. He has loved photography for a 
long time, reads both junk novels and good 
ones, and has a deep, clever sense of humor. 
He says, "In truth, I see the world on a very 
light-hearted note." 

Yes, he's a scientist, and a Quaker. 0 
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A NOVEL 

by Margaret Hope Bacon 

It's 1837, and fourteen-year-old Quaker Myra Harlan's mother 
has died, forcing her to leave her home and family in the country 
to live in Philadelphia. Shocked by the racism she sees all around 
her and caught in the aftermath of the Orthodox-Hicksire split in 

the Religious Society Friends, Myra longs for her mother and struggles co make 
friends umil she finds the Female Anti-Slavery Society, Lucretia Mort, Sarah 
Douglass, and- ultimately-herself. 

Quaker Press of FGC, 2007, 136 pp., paperback $13.00 

Practicing Discernment Together: Finding 
God's ~y Forward in Decision Making 
by Lon Fendaii,Jan Wood, and Bruce Bishop 

Barclay Press, 2007, 146 pp., paperback $16.00 

Getting Rooted-Living in the Cross: A Path 
to joy and Liberation 
by Brian Drayton 

Pendle Hill, 2007, 35 pp., paperback $5.00 

The Man who Named the Clouds: 
A Story about Quaker Luke Howard 
by Julie Hannah 

Albert Whitman, 2006, 40 pp., 

hardcover $15.95 

Quaking 
by Kathryn Erskine 

Philomel, 2007,236 pp., hardcover $16.99 

Forged in the Fire: 
the Sequel to No Shame, No Fear 
by Ann Turnbull 

Candlewick, 207, 312 pp., hardcover $8.00 
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required for display ads 
in FRIENDS jOURNAL. 

February issue: Reserve space by December 3. 
Ads must be received by D ecember 6. 

Ad rate is $40 per column inch. 

Call (215) 563-8629 now 
with your reservation or questions. 

E-mail: adsales@friendsjournal.org 

Sales: Insurance and financial services 

Cotnbine your professional skills 
'u1d our Christian faith values 

Stewardship 
Solutions 

MMA, an established, church-related organiza
tion, is seeking sales professionals to provide 
insurance and financial solutions to one of the 
industry's most loyal markets. 

MMA is a highly trusted organization 
serving individuals and businesses primarily 
associated with Mennonite and other 
Anabaptist-related denominations. Excellent 
income potential and generous benefits. To 
learn more, visit www.mma-online.org/careers. 
Fax or e-mail resume to (574) 537-6635 or 
hr@mma-online.org. 

A Quaker boarding and day high school where ... 
... personal transformations take place 
... each person seeks to live with full integrity 
... distinct ways of learning are honored 

The Mee 

• REPORTS 

State of the 
Society Reports 
for 2006 

For Pima Meeting in Tucson, Ariz. , 2006 
was a "busy year, with many high moments and 
some low. We have aiJ been distressed by glob
al problems, wars, ominous news about glob
al warming, and dire catastrophes seemingly 
everywhere." The meeting notes in the first 
paragraph of its 2006 State of Society report 
that it experienced during the year "several 
troubling issues involving personal conflicts." 

Other meetings relate in their reports their 
experiences with similar concerns during 
2006. Many were troubled by personal issues 
such as changes in membership, understand
ing "Quaker process" in meetings for worship 
and business, disagreements among members, 
and proposed maintenance of meetinghouses. 
Other concerns focused on social and politi
cal issues such as immigration, the death 
penalty, the war in Iraq, the environment, and 
advocacy for gender and racial equality. 

Yet meetings conclude their reports on a 
note of hope and commitment to their Quak
er witness in their communities. Pima Meet
ing, for example, affirms, "In our community 
we have been blessed with many welcome 
events .... There has been outreach to schools 
to counter their permissive attirudes toward 
the presence of military recruiters. . . . Our 
concern with migrant and border issues has 
led us to intense periods of discernment dur
ing our meetings for business. . . . We reaf
firmed our commitment to the Quaker Peace 
Testimony .... We seek and find the simplic
ity of unity in the Spirit as we worship, work, 
and play together." 

Corvallis (Oreg.) Meeting reports it is in 
"a period of transition and growth" with "a sig
nificant number of new attenders and partic
ipants." It is also in a "time of generational 
change, leaving an era when the meeting was 
built around a few core f.unilies who carried 
the meeting's instirutional memory." As a result 
of these changes, according to the meeting's 
report, "There is a clear and strong current of 
spiritual searching and discernment, which 
people trust to carry us through difficulties. At 
the same time, there is a sense that perhaps we 
are not doing enough to welcome everyone 
who comes here .... There is a strong desire to 
be inclusive and welcoming .. . . We have an 
ongoing dialogue within the meeting regard
ing witnessing to the Q uaker testimonies and 
in discerning whether that witness should be 
acted on individually or collectively." 

Paying off the mortgage on its meeting-
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house led Missoula (Mo.) Meeting into a 
"challenging year trying to discern the next 
steps in our spiritual journey." According to its 
annual report, the meeting finally "reached 
unity on making our meetinghouse handi
capped-accessible .... However, much work 
on rebuilding strained relationships, increas
ing communication, and dealing with other 
meeting concerns remained." A meeting-wide 
questionnaire was developed to seek clarity 
"on all long-term meeting concerns." Mean
while, the meeting "has been active in its goal 
of sustaining an active presence in the Mis
soula community .... Missoula Friends con
tinue to seek the guidance of Spirit in listen
ing to one another in love, and coming 
together to spread peace and justice while 
leaving the Earth a better place than what we 
first encountered." 

With a membership of 307 adults, Madi
son {Wise.) Meeting sought "to build a com
munity within itself" as well as with the four 
worship groups under its care. The meeting 
increased its connection to the worship groups 
"by visiting them and inviting them to activi
ties such as our annual Fall Retreat. Visitors 
and visited both felt enriched by these oppor
tunities," according to the meeting's report. 
"As a large meeting we struggle to help new
comers feel welcomed. We also find it a chal
lenge to adequately address issues of all aspects 
of diversity. Opportunities to get to know one 
another are provided at frequent poclucks 
with frequent speakers or topics. Once again, 
the three sessions of 'A Brief Introduction to 
Quakerism' attracted meeting regulars as well 
as first-timers." The meeting is also experienc
ing "a growing sense of community and spir
itual nurture" through two ongoing programs. 
One program, titled "Irueach," explores per
sonal experiences of various Quaker testimon
ies and practices, such as worship, equality, 
peace, and the Divine. The other program 
calls for small groups in worship sharing 
around themes in Members One of Another, a 
Pendle Hill pamphlet. "Our year has encom
passed both struggles and times of spiritual 
clearness and growth .. . . We continue to look 
for ways to expand our meeting's sense of wel
come and connection," Madison Meeting's 
State of Society report affirms. 

Bloomington {Ind.) Meeting attests in its 
State of Meeting report that meeting for wor
ship "remains at the heart of our meeting life. 
... Often our meetings for worship are deeply 
gathered, sometimes they are scattered and we 
cannot quite find a common experience of the 
Divine Spirit that binds us together .... Yet, 
we have confidence in the love that centers us 
as a community." Meetings for business are 
seen as "important landmarks in the flow of 
our meeting life .... They are usually well-
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attended .... Yet, sometimes individual con
cerns and passions become heated and we do 
not truly listen to each ocl1er. We need to 
remind ourselves that, in good Quaker prac
tice, a meeting for business is also a meeting 
for worship." Through the leadership of the 
Peace and Social Concerns Committee and 
the leading of individual Friends, the meeting 
works to make real Quaker testimonies 
through such activities as jail visitation, action 
to abolish capital punishment, helping at the 
community kitchen, collecting food for the 
county's United Ministry's food pantry, and 
participating in peace action and vigils. "On 
our lifelong spiritual journey, we are earnest 
seekers who tty to follow George Fox's advice: 
'Stand still in the light and submit to it, and 
the other will be hushed and gone."' 

Montclair {N.J.) Meeting reports experi
encing in 2006 "the challenges of complicat
ed family and personal lives, health issues, care 
giving, and work and volunteer commit
ments." The meeting also became "more 
aware of the communication gaps that can 
occur when we sidestep getting together with 
one another, and when we depart from Quak
er process, especially participation in meeting 
for business. There are times when we need to 
labor together over issues and concerns." Ways 
are sought by the Ministry and Oversight 
Committee "to make our meeting for worship 
as meaningful and spirit-centered as possible." 
In sununary, Montclair Meeting reports, "we 
sometimes feel stuck in responding to the 
push-and-pull between our secular selves and 
our spiritual selves. We need to root ourselves 
more deeply in spiritual practice and space. 
New life is emerging as members and atten
dees deepen their commitments to the meet
ing, and to each other .... Overall, we feel that 
the meeting is growing stronger and has much 
potential for deepening our community life 
together on all levels. We are striving to re
spond creatively to the challenges of our com
plex society, and our spiritual communion is 
deeply cherished." 

The major event of 2006 for Durham 
(N.C.) Meeting "was the conclusion of our 
search for a new pasror." The meeting also 
"felt many blessings as well as challenges dur
ing the year of 2006 .... We continue to be 
open ro our vulnerability to disagreement 
within the meeting community, and sttive ro 
discover and establish processes for conflict 
resolution. We are mindful of the paradox of 
our claim to status as publishers of God's 
peace in this life and in the world, while our 
interpersonal relationships remain very hu
man." Meanwhile, the meeting's youth min
istry remains strong, the Sunday School class 
for children is more focused, and there is the 
challenge to grow in munber without "sacri-

A NATIONAL QUAKER WITNESS 

Changing our 
buildings ... 
The transformation has begun: 

• solar cells are generating electricity 
• the vegetated roof is turning heads 

while it captures the rainwater 
and cools the building 

• the geothermal wells are being 
drilled this fall. 

BUILDINGS PRODUCE 
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Come to 
Pendle Hill 

November 9-11 
Relationship Enhancememe for Couples 
with Joan and Rich Liversidge 

November 23-25 
Beginning Again: An Advent Retreat 
with Ken and Katharine Jacobsen 

November 30-December 2 
Untying the (K)nots that Bind Us 
with Jan Phillips 

December 7-9 
Awakening the Dreamer, 

Changing the Dream 
with Hollister Knowlton and 

Andrew Brazington 

PENDLE HILL To find out more, contact: 
800.742.3150 (US only) ext 3 
610.566.4507 exl3 
registrar@pendlehill.org 

A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 

338 Plush Mill Road · Wallingford, PA 19086 
www.pendlehill.org 

EOOALHOUSIHG 
OPPORT UNITY 

An Exceptional Retirement Lifestyle. 
Pennswood Village, a Quaker-directed 

retirement community with a rock solid 
reputation for quality, has an opportunity 
for you to enjoy our exceptional lifestyle. 
Our apartments are sun-filled and spacious, 
and offer modern amenities plus the added 
value of our all-inclusive life care contract. 
A splendid new aquatics and fitness center 
enhances our already lively campus, providing 
even more opportunities for your physical, 
intellectual, social and spiritual growth. 

Our Quaker values show us our lives together 
are enriched through diversity - we welcome women 
and men of all races, colors, religions, national origins 
and sexual orientation. 

Call 215-504-II22 or toll free 1-888-454-1122 

1382 Newtown-Langhorne Rd., Newtown, PA 18940-2401 

flcing the feel" of the meeting at its current 
size. "The coming year will bring new oppor
tunity and renewed challenge as we begin life 
with our new pastor, as we discover and redis
cover in ourselves chose elementS chat keep us 
alive to the Light in case it doesn't open." 

Differences and commonalities chat can 
strengthen the meeting community and indi
vidual commitmentS to meeting are cited by 
Lancaster (Pa.) Meeting in irs report for 
2006. Small groups focused on spiritual top
ics; Friendly Eighrs groups met for reading, 
discussion, and knowing each ocher more 
deeply; forums met after meetings for worship 
co share the spiritual journeys of members; 
and ocher forums discussed such concerns as 
domestic violence, environmental issues, and 
racism. "We question how much we are fol
lowing the Quaker testimony of simplicity of 
life, and how much we are reflecting values 
from the mainstream culture . ... Communi
cation about our differences in meeting for 
worship for business or in ocher situations has 
shown us the importance of grounding our 
discussions in worship. There have been times 
when we have hun each ocher through our 
speaking or actions." A major step for the 
meeting, according to the repon, was the lay
ing down of the Property Committee and the 
employment of a couple to work as facilities 
managers for the meetinghouse and grounds. 
"We find much to be grateful for in the 2006 
journey," the report concludes. 

The State of the Meeting repon for Balti
more (Md.) Meeting, Stony Run was pre
pared by the meeting's Committee on Min
istry and Counsel, who asked members and 
attendees for comment and reflection. Among 
the responses: Vitality and vibrancy character
ize the meeting. There is unity on the spiritu
al state of meeting for worship. There is con
cern chat too few attend meeting for worship 
with a concern for business. It is the responsi
bility of everyone to welcome newcomers and 
attenders into the life of the meeting. A Work
ing Group on Newcomers was started under 
the care of the Ministry and Counsel Com
mittee. There is a continuous challenge to fill 
all the committees and boards who do the 
work of the meeting. Also noted was the wit
ness of meeting to concerns in the larger 
world, concerns such as war and peace, mak
ing affordable housing available in the com
munity, reaching out to persons of color and 
to the poor, and to be a better steward of the 
Earth. "We seek to live a life in the Light
individually and corporately, in our commu
nity and in the larger world. In this effort, we 
are not alone, but rather are a community of 
seekers and ministers to one another." 

-From monthLy meeting newsletters 
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• BOOKS 

Parenting For a 
Peaceful World 
By Robin Grille. Longuevi/le Media, 2005. 
428 pages. $30/so.ftcover. 

Robin Grille goes to great pains at the out
set to say that it is not a guidebook for par
enting. There is some of that in the last chap
ters, but the book is oh-so-much more. Par
enting For a PeacefUl World is a hopeful schol
arly work, well referenced, that draws a direct 
causal cOJmection between styles of parenting 
and styles of government. 

With few exceptions, the ancient world 
was an inhospitable place for children. With 
the same few exceptions history is filled with 
wars and violence. The author cites evidence 
of how common infanticide and abandon
ment were in the ancient world, especially if 
the child had a birth defect, or was female. If 
not killed outright, unwanted children were 
set out on hillsides, sent floating in baskets, or 
sold into slavery. Societies that accepted these 
sons of acts often disrespected women as well. 
Brutality was the norm. 

Over the ages, the ways humans relate to 
their children hardly improved much. 
'~bivalent mode" parenting often sent chil
dren to wetnurses and then to governesses and 
boarding schools or sent them early as appren
tices or indentured servants. These were still 
harsh arrangements and often amounted to 
emotional abandonment. "Intrusive mode" 
parenting has parents interacting with their 
children, but as strict disciplinarians. This is 
the "spare the rod, spoil the child" school. 
Children are expected to serve the needs of the 
parent, and receive corporal punishment as well 
as sexual abuse from their parents. 

During the last 300 years, dates varying 
from society to society, many parents came to 
see their role as one of socializing children to 
help them get along in the world. In the twen
tieth century, systems of rewards and penalties 
became common for motivating children 
both at home and at school. Child psycholo
gy and parenting became recognized areas of 
study. We were moving from the stick to the 
carrot. Along with this change in parenting 
came the democratization of government. 
Robin Grille sees "socializing mode" as an 
improvement, but it is still based on adult 
authority determining how and when the 
child will be rewarded or given consequences. 
The "helping mode" parenting is the next 
step, and is based on authentic contact, using 
reflective listening, !-messages, and other non
violent communication tools. 

After laying out these modes of child rear
ing, Robin Grille connects them to historical 
data about brutalized children who became 
despots. He makes the point that "Violence is 
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a cultural trend, not an ethnic trait." He notes 
that "All holocausts have this is common: they 
are perpetrated by survivors of tyrannized 
childhoods." He joins other psycho-historians 
in concluding: '1\uthoritarian child rearing, 
subordination of young to elders, and women 
to men has produced authoritarian political, 
religious, and social structures." 

On the encouraging side, he lays out the 
amazing transformation of German child 
rearing in the last 100 years. Members of the 
Nazi SS were far more likely ro have suffered 
abuse as children compared to those who 
resisted the Nazi programs. Current practices 
there are of the socializing and helping modes 
with no toleration for abuse. He points to the 
remarkable experience in Sweden where a 
nurturing approach to child rearing has 
resulted nor in "undisciplined youth" but a 
"steady decline in youth crime, youth alcohol 
and drug abuse, rape, and youth suicide." 
Swedish statistics show "the death of children 
caused by their parents' abuse has been almost 
totally eliminated: the child homicide rare was 
zero for 15 years running." 

Most of us born in the 20th century were 
socialized, manipulated, behaviorly modified, 
and shamed to some extent as children either 
by our parents or our reachers. Some of us 
have not wanted ro treat our children that way 
and have found more empathic "helping 
modes" of child rearing. Such modes foster 
the egalitarian, respectful relationships among 
adults that have marked the Religious Society 
of Friends. 

Robin Grille makes the point that funda
mentalist, patriarchal branches of all religions 
tend to support authoritarian, intrusive, or strict 
socializing parenting modes. He cites exam
ples among Jews, Muslims, and Christians. 

The concluding chapters of Parenting For 
a PeacefUl World offer suggestions for how to 
move from the socializing mode to the help
ing mode in our relationships with our chil
dren. This book made clear to me why I have 
long felt very uncomfortable with the behav-
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ior modification programs I was trained in as 
a special education teacher. Robin Grille's goal 
is to have an emotionally healthy society 
founded on empathic child rearing. He is con
vinced that this wiU lead to more peaceful 
nations and less violent communities. 

Parenting for a Peacefol World identifies 
many actions that will enhance the chances of 
a peaceful future. Give parents sufficient parental 
leave time, offer support to new mothers, 
push for democratic schools, provide quality 
education to all girls and boys worldwide. 
Progress toward a more peaceful world can be 
cataloged by what is no longer acceptable. 
Infanticide is murder, slavery is illegal, and 
teachers may not whip students. The expan
sion of human rights now includes children's 
rights and the movement for gender equity. 

If Robin GriUe is right, and I hope he is, 
our path is dear. If we want peace, we need 
to promote the emotional health of families 
and nurture all children. As an Alternatives 
to Violence Project (AVP) facilitator, I can 
see that what we've been sharing in our AVP 
workshops is a method for teaching the 
"helping mode" for adults who mostly didn't 
get that kind of upbringing. This book 
encourages me to do more of this work with 
children as well as adults. Along with AVP 
and Non-Violent Communication, a good 
source of support and advice for "helping 
mode" parents is the book Kids are Worth It, 
Giving Your Child the Gift of Inner Discipline 
by Barbara Coloroso. 

I recommend this book to parents, all who 
have an interest in history and politics, and 
those who sincerely want to work for peace. 

-Sandy Farley 

Sandy Farley is a parent, teacher, storyteller, 
AVP facilitator, and member of Paw Alto 
(Calif) Meeting. 

Paul's Necessary Sin: The 
Experience of Liberation 
By Timothy Ashworth. Ashgate Publishing, 
Ltd., 2006. 245 pages. $99.95/hardcover. 

I can't imagine George Fox sitting down to 
read a book on the epistles of Paul-he'd like
ly tell you to read the Bible itself, rather than 
a book about it. For that maner, he probably 
wouldn't approve of writing books about the 
Bible either, but I think he'd have enjoyed a 
long evening in conversation with Timothy 
Ashworth. They would have found that they 
had much in common and I would love to lis
ten in on that conversation. 

Paul's Necessary Sin could be the starting 
point for that conversation. In it, Ashworth 
anempts to present Paul's theology for a non
academic reader. He starts with the assump-
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cion that Paul has a consistent theology and 
that Paul attempted to lay it out as simply and 
as consistently as possible for his first-century 
readers. Where others have found Paul con
tradictory and convoluted, Ashworth sees 
consistency and simplicity. 

The starting point is an acceptance of 
Paul's "Road to Damascus" experience as 
transformative. Paul didn't just come to a new 
understanding of his relationship with God
he came to have a new relationship with 
God. Paul gained a new understanding of 
what life itself is about and realized that he 
had been living in a state of slavery and didn't 
even know it. 

Prior to this transformation, Paul had 
identified his being with his body and had 
lived accordingly-following the law in all its 
details. After his transformation, Paul sees that 
true liberation comes not just from the knowl
edge of good and evil, and adhering to a set of 
rules that define them, but from aligning one's 
desires with those of God. His transformation 
was nothing short of a transition from spiri
tual childhood under the direction of the law 
into spiritual maturity under the direct guid
ance of God. 

Ashworth lists four key elements in the 
transformation: 1) liberation from sin, felt as 
empowerment always to act rightly; 2) the 
experience of being guided directly by God; 
3) prior life suddenly seen as having been 
fundamentally limited or constrained-as a 
form of childhood or slavery; and 4) a sense 
of being so much a part of creation that this 
personal transformation can only be under
stood as being part of an imminent, univer
sal transformation. 

Ashworth's analysis frequently turns on a 
careful translation of the Greek in which Paul 
wrote. While the various English versions of 
scripture frequently use different English 
words to translate the same Greek phrase in 
different verses, Ashworth strives as much as 
possible to use the same word or phrase con
sistently. By doing so, he reveals connections 
between what might seem to be very different 
elements in Paul's theology. At the same time, 
Ashworth reminds us that New Testament 
Greek is a foreign language-a very foreign 
language no longer spoken by anyone alive. 
Sometimes, in a single word or phrase, it 
encompasses several ideas that we would 
express separately in English. As a result, it isn't 
always clear which of the various English 
words or phrases best translates the idea that 
Paul is attempting to express. 

For example, the Greek words pistis Iesous 
Christos occur in Galatians 2:16. In the New 
International Version of the Bible, the first 
part of the verse is translated as, " .. . know that 
a man is not justified by observing the law, but 
by faith in Jesus Christ." The final four words, 
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"faith in Jesus Christ," are its translation for 
pistis Iesous Christos. In the King James Ver
sion, these same Greek words are rendered as 
"the faith of Jesus Christ." The difference 
between "in Jesus Christ" and "of Jesus 
Christ" is not trivial, but these two alternatives 
don't exhaust the possibilities for translating 
this three-word phrase. In both, the word pis
tis has been translated as "faith," but "faithful
ness" is equally valid. So, the question is, what 
did Paul mean? Is it: 1) our faith in Christ? 
(that is, our response to Christ); 2) the faith of 
Christ? (that is, the system of beliefs that Jesus 
preached); or 3) the faithfulness of Jesus 
Christ? (that is, Jesus' perfect example in align
ing his will with God's desires for him). 

As you can see, if getting the answer right 
is critical to one's spiritual well-being, which 
translation you choose matters. There are a 
variety of ways to determine which one to 
choose. For example, you could pick the one 
that seems to fit best the particular context in 
which the phrase is used. This, however, can 
lead to different translations for the same 
Greek phrase in different verses. Ashworth 
presents the arguments for each translation of 
Galatians 2:16 and picks the third alternative 
based on how it can be used equally in each of 
the several contexts in which it occurs (e.g., 
Romans 3:22 or Philippians 3:9) to present a 
consistent message. 

The Paul who is revealed is a man who is 
deeply subversive of the religious world in 
which he lived. This is the Paul who taught 
that wisdom is foolishness; that weakness is 
strength; and that to really live, you must 
die. T1rr1othy Ashworth shows us a Paul 
who uses the example of Jesus' faithfulness 
and the words of scripture to subvert the 
authority of anything written-even that of 
Scripture itself. 

George Fox would recognize the truth in 
this book. He, too, experienced a transforma
tion-one that was every bit as overwhelming 
as Paul's. When describing this experience, 
Fox says, "Now was I come up in spirit, 
through the flaming sword, into the paradise 
of God. All things were new, and all the cre
ation gave another smell unto me than before, 
beyond what words can utter. I knew nothing 
but pureness, innocency, and righteousness, 
being renewed up into the image of God by 
Christ Jesus; so that I was come up to the state 
of Adam, which he was in before he fell ." 

Paul's Necessary Sin is not an easy book to 
read. In part, this is due to the nature of the 
material. Ashworth's analysis is close and care
ful. Despite his best efforts, there are sections 
where his goal to lay it out simply cannot be 
achieved-some ideas are irreducibly com
plex. A second hurdle for the reader is Ash
worth's decision to engage the work of other 
scholars by including their arguments in sub-
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stantial detail. For those who are well-versed 
in the academic literature, this may be of great 
value, but for the ordinary reader, it is fre
quendy confusing. Fortunately, the sections 
conrrasting his arguments with those of three 
other authors' comparisons are carefully set off 
in the text and each of the interspersed sec
tions is introduced with a summary statement 
in a bold font. Ashworth advises those who 
only want to follow his main argument to skip 
these sections-advice well taken. 

I highly recommend this book to anyone 
interested in Paul, but more than that, to any
one who wants to see how we Friends can 
claim to be primitive Christianity revived. 

-PauL Buckley 

Paul Buckley, a Quaker historian and theolo
gian, attends North Meadow Circle of Friends 
in IndianapoLis, Ind. 

Limits to Power: Some 
Friendly Reminders 
By Newton Garver. Second edition. Center 
Working Papers, 2007. 156 pages. 
$15/paperback. 

In this second edition of Limits to Power: 
Some FriendLy Reminders, Newton Garver 
describes himself as a liberal Quaker philoso
pher "and left-handed to boot." Alas, his book 
is entrusted for review to an unapologetically 
right-handed evangelical Quaker, and a lawyer 
to boot. 

But this ironic turn of events is not sinis
ter, nor even alarming. It may be another 
example of God's dexterity in using different 
points of view to illuminate unexpected truths. 

Limits to Power is nor a grandiose book. Its 
156 pages could be read quickly, especially 
since Garver's prose is a pleasure. Bur the book 
does not reward the hasty reader. Most of its 
19 essays were originally published separately 
on the Buff.Uo Report website: nine discours
es on American politics and ten on Bolivia. 
The opening invocation ("God Bless Ameri
ca") and concluding poetic Epilogue were 
composed decades apart. Each part is 
like the ministry of a Friend repeatedly bur
dened to speak a few words in meeting, leav
ing to the Spirit the task of making something 
out of the pieces. 

To the reader who can spare the time to 
read reflectively, the main structural weakness 
in the book-that the various parts come 
from different trains of thought rather than 
forming a coherent whole-rum s into a 
virtue. Garver juxtaposes ideas that we might 
not otherwise encounter together, connec
tions that suggest possible new insights into 
how humans were meant to relate to each oth-
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er, and how we might help public conflicts 
become opportunities for our communities to 
move closer to Truth. 

For example, Garver prompts us to con
sider how freedom relates to accountability. 
He critiques the tendency to think of liberty 
as being the freedom to make choices without 
consequences, to draw boundaries that pro
tect our own options because they are "our 
business" and permit us to disregard many of 
our effects on others because they are some
one else's problem. Garver argues that this ide
al of "frictionless" lives would lead instead to 
pointless lives that don't accomplish anything. 
We need accountability to give us the incen
tive and the leverage to push against the status 
quo and make changes. 

Garver builds on this insight to criticize 
trends in modern political life, such as the per
vasiveness of "spin" and the practice of a poli
tics of humiliation. In an example of the 
admirably careful thinking abounding in the 
book, he defmes "spin" as not quite lying, 
since the spinner doesn't fabricate. But the 
spinner tries to distract our attention from 
unpleasant facts and get us to give too much 
weight to part of the truth. Similarly, the 
politics of humiliation encourages us to dis
count some people and their needs through 
dehumanization, often in subtle ways. To 
Garver, these are not just foibles in the politi
cal system to be laughed off as "how the 
game is played." They poison our public dis
course because they actively interfere with our 
ability to fmd truth. 

These are examples of the ideas in Limits to 
P()UJer that lead to insights I had not encoun
tered before. Even so, there are limits to Lim
its to P()UJer. Garver saddles himself with a con
ception of politics as "grounded in an arbitrary 
distinction between friends and foes." This 
makes politics mostly about power or control, 
something that cannot exist without an ene
my. Garver almost equates politics with vio
lence, describing it as a continuation of war by 
other means, since it involves striving to "call 
the shots" and impose one's will on others. 
When Garver encounters in Bolivia examples 
of people refusing to call the shots, he calls it 
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"anti-politics." 
Unfortunately, Garver himself succumbs a 

Little to this kind of alienated politics. It shows 
up in a few places where Garver caricatures 
political and religious conservatives. Ir leaves 
him without the rools ro discern whether 
~oli~ians who put up roadblocks are practic
m~ v10lence or nonviolence. Most important
ly, It hamstrings his imagination when he tries 
to suggest ways Friends can be more redemp
tive in their participation in public issues. 

In one of the new essays in the second edi
tion, Garver casts George Bush as a "Decider" 
(eschewing compromise in pursuit of convic
tions) who compares unfavorably with 
"Negotiators," like James Baker, who readily 
set aside their principles in order to make 
acceptable deals with anyone, including 
ryrants. Whereas most people would think of 
~~er's pragmatic model as quintessential pol
m~,. or even realpolitik, Garver's concept of 
poliocs turns Bush inro the "Politician" with a 
black-and-white (and thus alienating) world
view. All this left my head spinning. 

A more powerful model of politics is avail
able. For example, another Q uaker philoso
pher, Phil Smith, in his Vtrtue of Civility and 
the Practice of Politics, describes politics as the 
inevitable interaction that occurs whenever 
any human group has to make decisions. War 
is still politics under Smith's approach, but so 
is a meeting for clearness, or a negotiation, or 
a stand on principle. This frees us to ask 
what kinds of politics are consistent with 
Quaker testimonies. 

Limits to Power makes an important contri
bution. Add to it a richer understanding of 
politics, and it will in rum add to our under
standing of our calling: to practice politics with 
civiliry in which we treasure our opponents 
both as fellow human beings and as a crucial 
God-given resource in the search for Truth. 

- Ron Mock 

Ron Mock is associate professor of Political Sci
ence and Peace Studies at George Fox Universi
ty in Newberg, Oreg. 

The Real Wealth of 
Nations: Creating a 
Caring Economics 
By Riane Eisler. Sarrett-Koehler Publishers, 
2007. 318 pages. $24.95/hardcover. 

Economics is not generally thought of as 
one of the caring professions. lr is not like 
~edicine, social work, psychology, counsel
mg, or even teaching- professions that very 
clearly exist to improve the human condition. 
Economics is regarded as a hard, cold science, 

and the economy is more ofren than not 
regarded as a brutal, fearsome realm. Riane 
Eisler wants to change all that, and she has 
written a book that invites a new understand
ing of economics. 

The author's name is likely to be familiar 
to many readers. Twenry years ago she pub
lished The Chalice and The Blade: Our Histo
ry Our Future, a book that has become a clas
sic in the literature of gender, power, and soci
ery. If a fading red paperback copy of it is not 
on your bookshelf or that of someone you 
know, I'd be surprised. In that important trea
tise, Eisler first articulated what she calls Cul
tural Transformation Theory, and its two 
models for understanding the structure of 
sociery and culture. The "partnership" model 
is one that links people in cooperative, caring 
ways, while the "dominator" model subordi
nates and devalues some, especially women 
and the feminine. 

In The Real Wealth of Nations, chalice and 
blade meet supply and demand as Eisler 
attempts to apply her earlier insights to the 
nor-so-modest task of changing how we think 
about economics and how we structure the 
economy. This cask preoccupies many of us 
today. We see the planet threatened. We see 
millions impoverished. We see the devastation 
of war. We see a healthcare crisis. We long to 
do good work, to care for ourselves, for each 
other and for the planet, and yet we often feel 
caught in a system that makes these good 
things so hard to achieve. 

Eisler reaches deep into history, culture, 
and the human psyche to diagnose our eco
nomic dilemma and its intransigence. For her, 
what ails us can be understood only if we 
examine the beliefs, habits, and social struc
tures that come out of the dominator-orient
ed cultures. The male-superior and female
inferior views inherited from domination 
have had disastrous effects on humaniry. 
Some are obvious, but much of what she has 
to say about the damage of domination is not 
so obvious. It is buried in our unconscious 
minds, and understanding economics in 
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Guilford College. Call (336) 292-9952 
for more information or to arrange a visit to 
Friends Homes. 
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sexual orientation, religion, handicap, or disability. 

SOO East .\taql)n :\\enue • State College. fl.\ 16XOI • W\Hdmdale\illage.org 
For more information call (814) 2.)8-:):;22 or (800) 253-4951 
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• Founded 1876 

Friends Academy 
Located on scenic Long Island, 

less than 30 miles from New York City. 

Celebrating our 125th Anniversary 

Founded in 1876 by Gideon Frost for "the children of Friends and those 
similarly sentimented," Friends Academy is a Quaker, coeducational, inde
pendent, college preparatory day school serving 750 students from age three 
through the twelfth grade. The school awards significant financial assistance. 

Friends Academy • Duck Pond Road • Locust Valley, NY 11560 

Phone: 516-676-0393 • Fax: 516-671-2025 • work@fa.org 

new ways, for Eisler, must begin with discov
ering and revealing unrecognized habits, val
ues, and belie&. 

The alternative to the waste and misery of 
a dominator-oriented culture is the care and 
nurture of a partnership-oriented culture. For 
Eisler, the important debates in economics are 
not about capitalism versus socialism, market 
versus planning, or private versus public. They 
are about domination versus partnership, a 
distinction that curs across schools of thought 
and political orientations. She sees modern 
economics as perpetuating the dominator sto
ry by not considering and measuring our car
ing-household work, childrearing, unpaid 
communiry service, and environmental stew
ardship. For her, the marter of relationships, 
and whether or not there is domination or 
partnership in the relationship, is the critical 
element in developing a new story for eco
nomics, a story that will move us toward a 
world in which we adequately care for our
selves, each other, and the Earth. 

I am impressed by this book and by Eisler's 
clear and convincing paradigm shift. What 
she offers will be of use to many people who 
are today making an earnest effort to do some
thing new and berter about the economy. I 
expect that adult srudy groups in Quaker 
meetings will find it a good book around 
which to build a series of sessions on eco
nomics and Quaker values. It offers an 
insightful companion to John Woolman's 
inspiring and instructive writings on econom
ics, and it would be a fruitful exercise to let 
these rwo writers, even though separated by 
centuries, dialogue with each other. I will offer 
rwo quotations to illustrate: 

Thus he whose tender mercies are 
over all his works hath placed a princi
ple in the human mind which incites to 
exercise goodness toward every living 
creature; and this being singly artended 
to, people become tender-hearted and 
sympathizing, but being frequently and 
totally rejected, the mind shuts itself up 
in a contrary disposition. 

-john Woolman 

This imbalanced system of values is 
deeply entrenched in our unconscious 
minds. Most of us aren't even aware 
that much of what we value and deval
ue-and thus our economic system
is based on a system of gendered values. 
As a result, the devaluation of caring
and the real-life consequences for us 
all-remains largely unrecognized. 

- Riane Eisler 

Both Woolman and Eisler invite us to be 
aware, to be awake, to be truly conscious of 
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William Watson Quaker 
homestead circa 1800, stone with 
later addition on 40' bluff above 
Susquehanna River, serene sunset 
river views. 1300' river frontage. 
Documented Paleolithic site, 10 000+ years 
continuous occupation at the junction of maj or 
Indian trails, near Muncy, PA. (Muncy: Wolf 
clan, Lenni-Lenape) Home is above the 100 year 
flood plan. River access. Feed and study wild 
birds. Home has low ceilings, is simple, not 
grand, with 4 fireplaces original covered hand
dug well in house. Water source now is another 
deeper well. House needs remodeling: 
opportunity to custom-suit. Barn with 4 colonial
style rooms, was an antique shop. 19.5 acres, 8 
acre tilled field, zoned agricultural. NCP 
Conservancy easement- no subdivision. Huge 
gingko, sycamore, other large trees. $389 900 

Contact Marguerite Bierman, co- exec. 570-323-3346 
Download brochure at www.npcweb.org 

EXPAND YOUR HORIZONS WITH MEDFORD LEAS 
• BEAUTIFUL ARBORETUM SETTING 

• WIDE CHOICE OF HOME DESIGNS 

• DYNAMIC COMMUNITY LIFE 

• I DEAL LOCATIONS FOR CULTURE AND RECREATION 

• SUPERIOR HEALTH AND WELLNESS SERVICES 

Some homes are available immediately . 

We welcome yo ur visit -please call to arrange an appointment. 

MEDFORD LEAS 

A nationally accred ited, Quaker-reLa ted, 
not-for-profit community for those 
age 55 +, with campuses in Medford 

and Lumberton, N] 

FOR MORE INFORMATION : 800.331.4302 OR WWW. MEDFORDLEAS.ORG 
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FW 2008 
QUAKER 
YOUTH 

PILGRIMAGE 

• cc 

To Scotland, Ireland and 
England 

Seeking 
14 young Friends ages 16-18 

Deadline for Applications 
November 30,2007 

Application and information at 
www.fwccamericas.org 

A P1Jgrimage begins a 
lifetime of Spiritual Growth 

Contact Friends World Committee for 
Consultation Section of the Americas, 
1506 Race St., Plllla., PA 19102, (215) 
241-7250, QYP@fwccamericas.org 
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Gree~,~~~S 
"the small school that 

makes big people" 

Greene Street Friends School 
5511 Greene Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

• 
Pre-K through Grade 8 

Founded in 1855 

Please call TODAY for a 
tour. 215-438-7545 

what we are doing. Both find this to be the 
first step toward a truly flourishing and func
tional economy. 

Finally, although I was impressed by the 
book, I was also frustrated by it at times. As 
much as I truly welcome Eisler's insights--or 
perhaps because I truly welcome her 
insights- I was disappointed that there is so 
much redundancy in the book. It would have 
been a better book had it been edited into a 
clear, well-organized, and forceful treatise with 
considerably fewer pages. 

-Tom Head 

Tom Head, a member of Bridge City Meeting in 
Portkmd, Oreg., teaches Economics and Inter
national Studies at George Fox University in 
Newberg, Oreg. 

The Citizen Powered 
Energy Handbook: 
Community Solutions to a 
Global Crisis 
By Greg Pahl Chelsea Green Publishing, 
2007. 299 pages. $21.95/paperback. 

There are two new dreams in the air these 
days. One is of a world where people matter 
more than profit, where decision making is 
done by those most affected by the decision, 
and where money circulates locally rather 
than disappearing into corporate vaults. The 
vision is of a strong and healthy local econo
my, capable of meeting local people's basic 
needs, perhaps connected to-but not 
dependent on-large, corporate enterprise. 

The other new dream is of humankind 
learning to live sustainably on the Earth. Most 
Friends nowadays are trying to "green up" our 
lives, making personal lifestyle changes in that 
direction . We are also telling our lawmakers to 
set greener policy goals. These personal and 
political actions are essential for our future, 
but we also need a societal-level transition to 
susrainable energy right now, before we hit 
"peak oil," before mountaintop removal coal 
mining has poisoned the countryside, before 
more expensive nuclear infrastructure, which 
will endanger life as we know it for many 
thousands of years, is put in place. 

In The Citizen Powered Energy Handbook, 
Greg Pahl combines these dreams, telling the 
stories of community groups that have already 
demonstrated "a third-and better-way 
between giant commercial projects that over
whelm the landscape and the small, backyard 
wind turbine." His examples provide models 
that help us consider what might be possible 
where we live. Pahl has thoroughly researched 
community-based green energy generation 
throughout North America and Europe, and 

TIE 

CITIZEN 
POWERED 
ENERGY 
HANDBOOK 
COMMUNITY 
SOLUTIONS TO A 
CLOBI\L CRISIS 
GREG PABL 

organized his findings into a very readable 
book. He gives on-the-ground examples of 
electricity production using every known type 
of sustainable energy technology, and tells 
how these green power plants got their starts. 

Pahl's first chapter reviews the types of 
technologies- solar, wind, water, biomass, 
liquid bio-fuels, and geothermal- that are 
available. If you know a lot already, or if you 
have only a passing interest, you might con
sider skipping this overview, and referring back 
to it if needed. There is also a seven-page glos
sary to help you with unfamiliar terminology. 

Each of the next six chapters addresses one 
of the technologies mentioned above, giving 
many examples of already-operating, commu
nity based green energy projects. Pahl supplies 
additional technological information as it 
relates to his examples, so you don't get lost. 

Each project's story is unique. Projects always 
begin with a group of local people who share 
a goal: the creation of a small, locally run green 
energy plant to serve a limited energy need in 
their area, using locally available sustainable 
resources. The biggest variables are the regula
tory environment of that place and the fund
ing possibilities, which are closely related. 
These, not technology, are the challenges! 

In the European examples, governments 
had already established policies intended to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Subsidies 
and other supportive measures encourage the 
establishment of green energy projects. In the 
U.S. and Canada national policy is not yet 
behind energy transition. It is state and provin
cial regulations that set what is possible, and 
there is great variation. But one job is clearly 
to get helpful policies in place. Let's do it. 

The varied histories of how each plant 
came into being demonstrate that "where 
there's a will there's a way." Relocalization and 
sustainability are not just dreams. It can be 
done; it is being done, more than we are gen
erally aware. I found these real-life examples 
inspiring, and I'm now on the lookout for a 
community energy project to help get started 
where I live. 

In his final chapter, "The Community 
Solution," Pahl pulls all his ideas together. The 
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G 
•t.C. d Founded by the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in 1837, Guilford College is the third oldest coUl 1 Q~ educational college in the country and enrolls about 1400 traditional age students and 11 00 in continuing 

C O L L E G E education. Guilford seeks applications for the following tenure track positions, effective August 15, 2008. 
-=::.--.....;;;._ All applications should include a cover letter, curriculum vita, and three letters of recommendation and 
should be directed to the chair of the particular search c/o Fred Devine, HR Director, Guilford College, 5800 W Friendly Ave., Greensboro, NC 
2 7 41 0, Phone 3 36-316-2000, Fax 3 36-316-2954. Guilford seeks applicants representative of diversity based on age, race, gender, sexual orientation, 
disabilities, ethnicity, religion, national origin, career and life experiences, socio-economic background, geographic roots, as well as members of the 
Society of Friends. EOE/AA. For more information, visit our website http://www.guilford.edu. 

Tenure Track Positions in: 

Accounting. Ph.D. or D.BA. in Accounting preferred. ABDs with firm completion date will be con sidered. Candidate should have relevant 
work experience, demonstrated classroom teaching performance, and potential for relevant research and scholarly activity and be able to teach in two 
of the following three areas: Financial Accounting, Income Tax Accounting, Cost and Managerial Accounting. Contact: Bill Grubbs, Dept. Chair. 

English. Two positions. Writing Generalist to teachfust-year writing, fiction and professional writing. Ph.D .is preferred, M.F.A. is acceptable. 
Second position in Modem and Contemporary Literature with the ability to teach the survey of American Literature since 1865, World Literature, 
and Postcolonial Literature. Ph.D. is required. Contact: Jim Hood, Department Chair. 

History. Two positions. Colonial Americas and Early US Republic, includes US history surveys, Southern history, North Carolina history, 
Colonial Latin America, Ph.D. and teaching experience required. A second position in Modem East Asian History with a focus on 20th century 
China. Participation in the International Studies program by teaching Asian History and helping to generate student interest in Asia required. Ph.D. 
required. Contact Sarah Malino, Department Chair. 

Music. Two positions. Terminal degree, evidence of successful teaching and performing preferred for both. Position in Jazz, responsibilities 
include supervising and directing jazz ensembles, maintaining a private studio, teaching classes in area of interest, including Jazz Appreciation. Second 
position in Classical Guitar, responsibilities include supervising and directing the college's guitar program, maintaining a private classical guitar 
studio, directing the guitar ensemble, and teaching classes in the candidate's areas of interest and strength including Guitar Literature and Pedagogy, 
Music Appreciation, and Music in Contemporary Culture. Contact: Tim Lindeman, Department Chair. 

Sport Studies. Responsibilities include coordinating the sport medicine and physical activity service program and teaching in the areas of 
sport medicine and secondary physical education teacher education. Ph.D. in Exercise and Sport Science with Specialization in Sport Medicine and 
background in pedagogy preferred. ABD's with firm completion date will be considered. Contact Lavon Williams, Department Chair. 

All positions require contributing to the col!~ge's interdisciplinary, general education and evening adult programs. 

Beauty of place,...,outstanding views of rolling countryside or wooded hillsides surround 
our Phase II cottages. Now is the time to reserve a spacious new home with many custom 
upgrades to choose from. Beauty of spirit,..., resident-directed community life coupled with 
excellence in service and fiscal integrity. With on-site wellness and health care programs, 
Kendal at Lexington offers growth, enjoyment, and security. An affiliate of the respected 
Kendal Corporation, this dynamic and stimulating community 
embraces lifelong learning and a culture of outreach. Ask about our 
TRY IT program and upcoming informational meetings, or visit us 
on the web at www.kalex.kendal.org. 

A not1or-profit continuing care retirement community serving 
older adults in the Quaker tradition. • Lexington, Virginia 
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EQUAl HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

KgNDAL® 
at Lexington 

800-976-8303 
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Warm and welcoming, always. 

Kendai-Crosslands offers attractive, 
affordable floor plans in studio, small 
one-bedroom, and one-bedroom units 
to enjoy along with spacious commu
nity grounds, choice of dining areas, 
and a fully-equipped, professionally 
staffed wellness center. Full residen
tial services and lifetime, restraint-free 
health care. 

~NDAL-CROSSLANDS 
?Jommunities 

c 
panpha __ .. __ _ 

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

-.\US Srr ... 
#'~ om ..... ~00 
~ till' ~ 

HAVERFORD 

QUAKER-RELATED • NOT-FOR-PROFIT 

For information or a tour, call 
610-388-7001 • 1-800-216-1920 

P.O. Box 100 • Kennett Square, PA 19348 
www.kcc.kendal.org 

Kendai-Crosslands Communities welcome 
residents without regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, or national origin. 

• Co-educational elementary school 
•Preschool (3's) to grade 6 

• Quaker values 
• Solely focused on early childhood 

through pre-adolescence 
• Rich academic curriculum 

context for the dreams of relocalization and 
susrainability is urgent. Peak oil, and the col
lapse of our current, oil-dependent infrastruc
ture, are imminent. The climate disruption of 
global warming is already upon us. We need 
to act now while energy is still available, to 
have green energy sources in place before what 
we are used to and dependent on crumbles. 
We can look to the examples that are in front 
of us and determine how we can be part of the 
changes we want to see. To help us get going, 
Pahl supplies eight pages of organizations and 
online resources at the end of the book. 

We are in some danger of nor delving deep 
enough into our testimonies to learn how to 

live them out. The book is particularly rele
vant to our testimonies of simplicity and of 
equality. Having an adequate, local source of 
green energy available, and tailoring our ener
gy use to no more than our fair share, would 
help us simplifY our lives. Doing this would 
be an act of love for all Earth's creatures. 

Working in community for a healthier 
planer and a world where distant, elite, cor
porate rulers are not making decisions that 
harm us and the whole living world as we 
know it, would also be an expression of equal
ity-not entirely different from keeping one's 
hat on before the king. We are called to make 
our own decisions, such as not to kill by fight
ing or nor to kill by poisoning the Earth; and 
we are called to share that gospel with others 
as way opens. 

Greg Pahl is sharing a gospel with us in 
this book. 

-Mary Gilbert 

Mary Gilbert is a member of Friends Meeting at 
Cambridge, Mass. She represents Quaker Earth
care Witness at the UN's Commission on Sus
tainable Development meetings. 

Special Education as a 
Spiritual Journey 
By Michael Resman. Pendle Hill Pamphlet 
390, 2007. 35 pages. $4.50/paperback. 

Michael Resman has been an occupation
al therapist for many years, working with peo
ple who have developmental disabilities. In 
this pamphlet, he considers how Quaker wor
ship and personal mystical experiences have 
informed his work, and also how he has 
grown spiritually and personally through the 
work itself When people think that he must 
have a lor of patience in order to do what he 
does, he writes, "I suggest instead that I have 
appropriate expectations." Such expectations 
have evolved over time as he has learned from 
mistakes and losses, and developed nor only 
patience bur other qualities (or, in a sense, tes
timonies) such as gentleness, love, kindness, 
generosity, peace, self-control, joy, and a sense 

November 2 007 FRIENDS J OURNAL 



of calling. The sufferings and struggles he 
encounters in the lives of those he works with 
challenge him to reflect deeply on the nature 
of God and the ultimate meaning of such dif
ficult lives. These painful yet hopeful reflec
tions are seen in his poems (included in the 
pamphlet), and in the light of his mystical 
visions of ultimate unity in heaven, or among 
angels on Earth. While the visionary material 
and poetry are attemptS to speak of matters 
that cannot be well conveyed by words (at 
least not in this way), the substance of the text 
contains insighrs into giving and receiving, 
human and divine grace, and spiritual vocation 
that demonstrate the author's genuine faith 
and depth of experience. 

-Kirsten Backstrom 

Kirsten Backstrom is a member of Multnomah 
Meeting in Portland, Oreg. 

Getting Rooted: Living in 
the Cross, A Path to Joy 
and Liberation 
By Brian Drayton; Pendle Hill Pamphlet 391, 
2007. 35 pages. $4.50/paperback. 

This pamphlet considers "the root of true 
qualification for ministry," and concludes that 
it is to be understood as the "inward work" 
that constitutes "equipping ourselves through 
listening, waiting, faithfulness, silence, sim
pLiciry, and foolishness." Brian Drayton 
emphasizes that such qualifications require us 
to confront and go beyond our fears-the fear 
of failure, of being misunderstood, inade
quate, or ridiculous-all of which are ulti
mately Linked to the fear of death. In order to 
find nourishment through the deep rootS of 
our spiritual Lives, we must be willing to let 
aspectS of ourselves and our expectations die, 
and encounter the mystery beyond any expec
tation. Although the development of our spir
itual roors is a process of personal growth 
toward God at the depths, it is essential also 
that this development be seen above the sur
ftce-sprouting, branching, leafing out, flow
ering in community and "incarnated in our 
lives in the most practical and simple of ways." 
Drayton is a botanist, and chooses a botanist's 
similes and metaphors. As I understand him, 
he believes that our spiritual development, 
like the growth of a plant, is ultimately carried 
out by and through God. Thus, our task is not 
to determine the way that this growth is 
accomplished, but to align ourselves with the 
Spirit, to "live in the Cross" by dying down to 
the essential Seed, sinking deep rootS, and 
gradually, naturally, growing upwards toward 
the Light. 

- Kirsten Backstrom 
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~ltivate the arts and gardens at ... 

·q,~~~~Zn~l~!}~s 
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FSA EEO/ADA 
LEP 

The Bible Association of Friends 
in America 

since 1829 has offered Bibles, NewT esramencs, 
and Portions free or ar cosr to Friends 
insrirutions, individuals, and others worldwide. 

Write ro: P.O. Box 3, Riverton, NJ 08077 

Photographing people 
places, objects, and events 

ralso dancers and fish) 

Arthur Fink Photography 

G 
F 
s 

af@arthurfinkphoto.com 

Germantown Friends School 
(215) 951-2345 

Please come to our Open Houses: 
• Oct. 13, Saturday, 2-4 p.m. 

(registration ends at 3 p.m.) 
• Nov. 12, Monday, 8:30 a.m. 
• May 16, 2008, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

CREATE works of art with 
local artists. 

EXPERIENCE music with 
local musicians. 

GARDEN with our 
horticultural therapist. 

RESIDENTIAL & ASSISTED LIVING 

SHORT-STAY REHABILITATION 

NURSING CARE 

Faith Woodward, 
Director of Marketing and Admissions 
700 N. Franklin St. 
West Chester, Pa . 
610-696-5211 
www.bf.kendal.org 

(609) 714-0100 
callighrf@medleas.com 

• MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES • 

• INSCRIPTIONS • SCROLLS e 

22 New Freedom Rd., Medford, NJ 08055 

Quaker House 
Fayetteville/ Ft. Bragg NC 

Front-Line Peace Witness 
Since 1969 

Write for Our Free Packet 
Long-term Peace Strategy 

Quaker House 
223 HiHside Ave. 

Fayetteville 1'\1:: 28301 
www.quakerhouse.org 

Chuck Fager, Director 

47 



Personalized Care in the 
Quaker Tradition 

Since 1896 

A Quiet, 
Home-Like Setting in a 
Beautifully Landscaped 
Atmosphere 

• Private Rooms, Suites and 
Apartments 

• Assistance with Activities of Daily 
Living 

• Emergency Response System 

• Three Nutritious, Home-Cooked 
Meals Served Daily in Elegant 
Surroundings 

• Linen and Housekeeping Services 

*All graduates accepted to college 

*Self-directed, lifelong learning 

*3: 1 student-to-teacher ratio 

*Sharea.,w~Jll9·g:pm;::;:::r~~ 

*Orga}uc garden.and.farm 

*Daily Collection, weekly 

Meeting for Worship 

• Recreational Activities 

• 24 Hour Security 

• Some Financial 
Assistance Available 

For information please 
call 856-235-4884 

28 Main Street, 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 

Simply in Season 
By Mary Beth Lind and Cathleen Hockman
Wert. Herald Press, 2005. 352 pages. 
$19.99/hardcover. 

Simply in Season is bright, spiral-bound, 
and color-coded by season, with beautiful col
or photos of fresh food, an introductory fruit 
and vegetable guide, and recipes interspersed 
with the voices of farmers, gardeners, and con
sumers who love local and seasonal food. 
Commissioned by Mennonite Central Com
mittee to promote the understanding of how 
the food choices we make affect our lives and 
the lives of those who produce the food, the 
subti de is: Recipes that celebrate fresh, local foods 
in the spirit of More-with-Less. 

I love this book! On the roasted asparagus 
page in the spring section, for example, I dis
cover that in India, organic agriculture is 
referred to as "nonviolent agriculture." Look
ing for something interesting to do with my 
extra zucchini, I find a meditation on tomato 
worms and butterflies. Paging through the 
autumn recipes, I come across a reflection on 
a family's six years in Lesotho and the lessons 
of slowing down. Led to the recipe for Secret 
Chocolate Cake through its secret ingredient 
{beets!), I learn that $10 spent at a local food 
business is worth $25 to the local area, com
pared to $14 when the same amount is spent 
at a supermarket. 

Simply in Season was clearly created with 
enormous love and respect for food and for 
the Earth. It invites us to eat locally and in sea
son, celebrating each new harvest, and reflect
ing on the source of our sustenance. This is a 
cookbook that feeds not only the body, but 
the mind and the soul. 

-Pamela Haines 

Pamela Haines is a member of Central Phifadel
phill (Pa.) Meeting. 
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we wrore rne oooK 
on church insurance 

GuideOne Insurance is America's leading insurer of religious institutions, and has been 

serving Friends by insuring meetings, schools, colleges and senior living facilities throughout 

the U.S. for almost 30 years. In fact, since 1979, GuideOne has been the Friends Insurance 

Group property and casualty insurer of choice. Superior coverages, customer service and the 

opportunity to earn a Friends Group Dividend makes GuideOne the underwriter of preference 

for Quakers. To arrange for a free premium quotation, and to learn more about GuideOne 

Insurance, call1-877-448-4331 ext. 5429. 

r. 4 
Gu1deOne· 

Insurance 

Place Your Faith in the Expert 
www.guideone.com 

© 2007 GUIDEONE MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY 

SailingActs: Following St. Paul's Voyages 
Seafaring isn't for the faint of heart. It wasn't 

for the Apostle Paul in the first century A.D.
shipwrecked, imprisoned, and often a stranger in 
foreign lands. 

And it turned out to be a heart-stopping task 
some two thousand years later, when a professor 
and his wife undertook a 14-month journey by 
sailboat! They stopped in eight countries. visiting 
every site where Paul stopped on his tumultuous 
missionary journeys. 

It's a great adventure story. But the author also 
will increase your understanding and appreciation 
for St. Paul. 

To engage the author for a presentation to your group about the 
'Sailing Acts• adventure, contact ChurchRelations@emu.edu or 
call 8001368-3383 and ask about the 'Sailing Acts' presentation. 

SV2 x 81/z • 330 pages 
$14.95, paperback 

dozens of color photos 

Good.Books 
At local bookstores or directly from the publisher. 

8001762-7171 • P.O. ~ 419. Intercourse. PA 17534 • www-GoodBooks.com 
All major credit cards accepted. Add 10% ($3.00 minimum) for S&H. 
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BENJAMIN 
The Meetinghouse Mouse 

by Benjamin, as told 
to CLifford PfeiL, 
with iLLustrations 
by fohn D. Gummere. 

$6.00 each, plus $2.00 shipping and handling ($3.50 for shipping 
and handling ourside U.S., Canada, and Mexico). Look for Benjamin 

in Friends bookstores or order directly from FRJENDS jOURNAL: 1216 Arch Street, 2a, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835. (215) 563-8629. <info@friendsjournal.org>. 

The Way of Ministry, a new one-year program 
co-sponsored with Pendle Hill, Sept. 2008 - May 2009 
for those called to public, gospel, or traveling ministry 

Interested? Come explore the new program 
at Gwynedd Meeting, near Philadelphia, Nov. 17.2007 

at Wellesley Meeting, near Boston, Mar. 22. 2008 

On Being a Spiritual Nurturer, Sept. 2009 -June 2011 

Also, Contemplative Retreats, co-sponsored with Powell House, NY 
Jan. 18-21 and June 20-23, 2008 

A Ministry under the care of the Worship and Care Standing Committee of Philadelphia, Yearly Meeting 

Inside each child: wonder 

OPEN HOUSE INVITATION 
Saturday, November 10- 10:00 a.m. • Saturday, December 8- 10:00 a.m. 

Saturday, January 12- 10:00 a.m. 

WESTTOWN SCHOOL 

spirit~d Quok~ ~ducat ion sine~ 1799 

Westtown School pre.K-8 day I 9-10 day & boarding I 11-12 boarding 

Westtown, Pennsylvania 19395 610-399-7900 www.westtown.edu 

Discernment Together 
Finding God\; Way Forward 

in Decision Making 

Practicing Discernment 
Together: Finding 
God's Way Forward 
in Decision Making 
By Lon Fenda/1, fan W&oti and Bruce Bishop. 
Barclay Press 2007. 145 pages. $16/paperback. 

As I read the final pages of Practicing Dis
cernment Together, I experienced a happy 
recognition: I think the match made by 
FRJENDS JOURNAL between this book and me 
as its reviewer was rightly ordered after all. I 
had warned my contact at the j OURNAL that 
Friends decision making is a subject I have 
strong opinions about, that I would not be 
easy to please, and that I had not been kind to 
the last ride I had reviewed on this topic. 

Added to these misgivings was the theo
logical separation between myself (a universal
ist Quaker who is at best weakly interested in 
Scripture, at worst tolerant of it) and the 
authors (all C hrist-centered Evangelical 
Friends). And, as I discovered in the opening 
pages, this is no "insider" book addressed to 
Friends. The intended audience is other 
Christian churches who may find benefirs in 
the Quaker approach to decision making, pre
sented in the language and stories of Scripture. 

So I began this book as a skeptic, fearing, 
among other things, that I would be reading 
arguments that were not persuasive to me in 
support of a practice I was already sold on. 

What I found instead was perhaps the 
finest written guidance I have yet encountered 
for discerning sense of the meeting. The 
authors nimbly weave together the inward, 
spiritual component of seeking God's guid
ance with helpful descriptions of the outward 
behaviors that enable us to discover that guid
ance. In concise, lucid prose, illustrated with 
modern-day case studies and stories from the 
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Bible, they discuss the attitudes, skills, and 
steps that help us to find God's leadings for us 
as meeting communities. 

The three authors manage, somehow, to 
keep their center of gravity balanced at the 
intersection between our spirituality, our emo
tions, our reason, our human limitations, our 
religious desire to be guided by God, and our 
hope to be effective in a practical way-at the 
very juncture where we operate as whole, 
complex, broken, and gifted people. And they 
manage to do it at just the right length (short). 
There was no section in the book where I 
wished they had said more or less. 

A sample passage addresses what, in my 
own terminology, would be described as "not 
getting personally attached to our own ideas": 
"We freely bring our words and ideas to the 
group in obedience to God's prompting. We 
do not know or care how the offerings might 
be used in God's service, for we have given 
them away. If our ideas should happen to 
become a central part of the group's discern
ment, we can be thankful but not boastful. If 
they fade into the background, we are equally 
thankful, for that which replaces them has 
taken on more enduring power and useful
ness. If they turn out to be wrong or not use
ful, there is no shame for putting them on the 
table for consideration. Sometimes God even 
uses a wrong idea to move the group to a new 
way of conceptualizing the way forward." 

Early chapters speak to us as communities 
of individuals seeking unity, and later chapters 
speak to meeting clerks. I was especially 
impressed by the practical wisdom in a short 
section addressed specifically to "weighty 
Friends" on how to be a good steward of one's 
influence. Also very well handled are the con
cept of a "discernment portfolio," a section on 
doing one's "homework'' for business meet
ing, and a very good discussion about "wait
ing." 

I would recommend this book for use by 
all Friends, especially clerks, regardless of the 
flavor of Quakerism they practice. If your 
meeting library has room on its shelves for 
only one book about Friends decision-mak
ing, this one would be a good selection. 

-Che!Avery 

Chef Avery a member of Goshen (Pa.) Meet
ing, is director of Quaker Information Center 
in Philadelphia. 
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nurrures a vibrant future for 
Quakerism by providing 
spiriwal and practical 
resources for individuals, 
meetings, and the Religious 
Society of Friends as a whole. 

You can hdp by remembering 
FGC in your will. 

Olney Friends School 
Barnesville, OH Est. 1837 

Good schooL Good friends. 
• Intellectually challenging 

• College preparatory 

• Coeducational boarding 
and day high school 

• Supportive Quaker 
community 

Core values: 
Integrity, equality, peace, 
simplicity, respect for the 

environment and the individual. 



A Vibrant City. 
A Close Community. 
A Culture of Learning. 

A college preparatory, coed, Quaker day school, 
pre-k through 12, at 17th on The Parkway in 
Center City Philadelphia. Admission and open 
house information: 215.561.5900 ext 104. 
www.friends-select.org 

Affordable, 
Independent and 

Assisted Living 
in the Quaker 

Tradition. 

What does it mean when people say 

Active Retirement? 
.. . the residents of Friends Home 

and Village volunteer in the community, 
garden and live independently among Friends. 

One and Two Bedroom 
Garden Apartments Available. 

FRIENDS HOME AND VILLAGE 
Newtown, Pennsylvania '® 
215.968.3346 • friendshomeandvillage.org 

• NEWS 

The Quaker School at Horsham celebrated 
the construction of its first classroom build
ing while observing its 25th anniversary 
with Horsham (Pa.) Meeting. With 14,000 
square feet of space that includes classrooms 
with adjoining breakout rooms, a library, and 
a media/technology center, the building, 
located on five acres provided by Horsham 
Meeting, is a first step in the development of 
a campus for a school housing in excess of 
33,000 square feet of space. Plans for future 
construction call for more classrooms, admin
istrative offices, an art room, a workshop, an 
occupational therapy room, and an all-pur
pose room for large gatherings. Until now, the 
school held its classes in the meetinghouse 
and outbuildings of Horsham Meeting. The 
school currently has an enrollment of 68. 
Dedicated to the education, from pre-first 
through the eighth grade, of children with 
language based learning difficulties such as 
dyslexia and attention deficit disorder, the 
school affirms in its mission statement that its 
purpose is "to provide specialized programs 
for bright students with diverse learning styles 
within a small caring community that em
bodies the Quaker values of integrity, equali
ty, peace, and simplicity."-Convmations with 
liln Richards, Director of Development; <WWW 

.quakerschooL org> 

In a single number, AFSC has calculated the 
financial magnitude of the Iraq War: 
$500,000. That is to say, this is what U.S. tax
payers are billed per minute-or $720 million 
daily. And this is without counting the lives 
lost on all sides, the grave injuries to body and 
mind, the consequences for the future of all 
families involved. The daily payout includes 
war debt interest, care of the wounded, 
replacement of equipment, and rebuilding 
Iraq. Far larger than these daily monies spent 
in Iraq are the long-term fmancial costs. The 
Congressional Budget Office recently estimat
ed a cost of at least $1.2 trillion if U.S. troops 
are reduced to 30,000 in 2009. Other inde
pendent economists put the ten-year future 
costs at $1.5 trillion. As AFSC points out, 
none of these numbers include the world price 
of oil due to the enormous amount of fuel 
used daily by the military, not to mention the 
drawdown of oil supplies and the contribu
tion ro greenhouse gases. Nor do they include 
the opportunity costs in the U.S. economy, 
that is, the things that thousands of members 
of the military and the skilled logistical engi
neers, scientists, technologists, etc., would be 
doing in the U.S. if they weren't occupied in 
the Iraq War. AFSC called on Congress to 
redirect the $720 million a day being spent on 
the Iraq War to programs that reduce poverty. 
About 36.5 million people-nearly one in 
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eight people, or 12.3 percent of the popu!a
tion-live in poverty; about 5.2 percent live 
in "deep povercy," with an income less than 
one-half the poverty threshold. Recent Census 
data also show that median earnings of full
time, year-round workers declined for the 
third year in a row this year. -AFSCorg 

Conscientious objectors from the U.S. mili
tary who are seeking refuge in Canada are 
being supported by the Canadian Friends 
Service Committee. The first war resisters 
arrived in 2004. There are now 42 known cas
es in Canada and unknown others living 
"underground." The Canadian Federal Court 
of Appeal upheld a lower court ruling deny
ing two COs refugee status, foUowing refusal 
by the Immigration and Refugee Board [IRB]. 
They wiU appeal to the Supreme Court of 
Canada. If refused, deportation proceedings 
can begin. CFSC pledges "a robust period of 
activity in assisting the war resisters and secur
ing their ability to stay in Canada." AU known 
resisters have been refused refugee status by 
IRB. CFSC is urging Friends to write the 
immigration minister and lerters to the editor 
of Canadian newspapers expressing support 
for U.S. soldiers seeking refuge based on con
scientious objection to serving in the war on 
Iraq. Find out more at <WWW.cfSc.quaker.ca.>. 

• BULLETIN BOARD 

•December-Burundi Yearly Meeting 

•December-Bolivia Santidad Yearly Meeting 

•December 4-7-Rwanda Yearly Meeting 

•July 9-13, 2008-Friends United Meeting 
Triennial, hosted by North Carolina Yearly 
Meeting at Archdale/High Point. The theme 
is from Jeremiah 29: 11, "For I know the plans 
I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future." 
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Plymouth Meeting Friends School 

<iiit\ "T -
17& 0 

PrH< through 6th Grade 
Admissions Open Houses: 

Oct. 11, Nov. 3, Jan. 23, April 10 

2150 Butler Pike, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 
(610) 828-2288 • www.pmfs1780.org 

Quakers Speak Out 
Quaker Universalist Reader Number 3 
Forty-one Quakers from Great Britain 
and the United Stares write about 
Universalism and Spirituality: 

God as Metaphor 
What Godl 
Spiritual Experiences 
Spiritual Journeys 
Spirituality and Mysticism 
Spirituality and Science 

Univenafism 

apd. 
Sp;ri'fual;ty • 

. 
' 

Published by the 
Quaker Universalist Fellowship 
$16.95 at your bookstore or from 

www. universal is tfriends.org 

BOLIVI 
THAT OVER 30,000 EloLMAHS 

ARE OU\KERS? 

THREE WAYS TO ENGAGE 
Q UAKER BOLIVIA LINK 

A Quaker Respons6 to Poverly 
www.qbl.org 

BOLIVIAN QUAKER E DUCATION FlJND 
Fellowship fflrough Educatton 
www.bqef.org 

QUAKER STUDY TOURS 
VIsit QBL projects, meet BQEF scholats 
www.treasuresoftheondes.org 

CREMATION 
Friends are reminded that the 

Anna T. Jeanes Fund 
will reimburse cremation costs. 

(Applicable to members of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting only.) 

For information, write 
DORIS CLINKSCALE 

414 Foulkeways 
Gwynedd, PA I 9436 

Farm & Wilderness 
A fun, Summer Camps 
creative, 
and challenging 
summer expenence 

r.:~nTn wildemess trips 
and work on the farm for girls and 

,_,.-............ ages 4-17. Founded in 1939 

on the Quaker values 

in Vermont 
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NEWTOWN FRIENDS 
SCHOOL 

"The accomplishments of adults 

begin as the dreams of children. 

Newtown Friends is a place 

where dreams begin." 

- NFS Mjssion Statement 

Pre.-K to Grade 8 
OPEN HOUSE 

October 28, 2007 
2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

For further information, 

call215-968-2225, or visit 

us at newtownfriends.org 

llCCMddd lut Use f)~~~~"' 
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The Spirituality 
of Community Life 

When We wnte 'Round Right 

Ronald P. McDonald 

by Ron McDonald, a Memphis 
cr, pastoral counselor, musician sto
ryteller. This book is an insightful analy
sis of community life, lifting up examples 
from businesses, a Quaker meeting, 
church-hfe, athletic teams, educational 
classes, and recreational groups. 

Included in one chapter might be the 
best written description of an unpro
grammed meeting for worship. 

"This book is a testimony to the 
hansformative power of communi ty 
life." Dr. Margaret Kornf;e/d 

Order signed copies via e-mail from 
mcdonaldron@comcast.net, or the book 
may be ordered through internet book
sellers or lfaworthlkss.com. 

In this series, Emma Field finds and 

minds the Light as she 

meets the 1 9th Century 

makers of history in 

anti-slavery, women's 

rights, peace and medicine. 

Read and re-read by IS - 94 year olds. 

J/1 

To order, or read for free online 
email Carol Williams at journey@ripnet.com _____________________________________ , 

Raising Quaker Youth 
continued from page 12 

the same room!" 
In September 2000 Newsday ran a fea

tured story on us, "In the String of 
Things, TV Free," by Paul Vitello. It fol
lowed a report by the FTC stating how 
the entertainment industry targets youth 
with sex and violence to consume prod
ucts. Paul was fascinated with the fact that 
the girls grew up without a Tv. He also 
noted in his article that "they sit for long 
periods of time in the company of adults, 
and don't seem to mind .. .. They seem 
like awfully nice, eye-contact-making, 
bright, interested kids." Perhaps he should 
have come to meeting. 

My daughters are now 20 and 23. 
They never fully realized that their 
lifestyle was so different from other peo
ple's until they entered the world of col
lege, dating, and work, but by then they 
were already unique individuals. Unfortu
nately, we don't attend meeting often 
because we travel and perform on Sun
days, but Erica became an adult member 
and Annalee plans on doing the same very 
soon. Erica graduated this past May with 
a degree in Performing Arts, and also 
teaches dance and private fiddle lessons. 
Annalee is in her fourth semester srudying 
Arts Management and works as a page at 
the library. At performances they often 
strike up conversations about how they 
were raised. The majority of the audiences 
always ask the same question- how did 
you decide to perform this kind of music 
and do it as a family- and the girls are 
only too willing to explain. This usually 
ends up with them giving their own inter
pretation of Quakerism and its influence 
on their lives. I often come across them in 
the midst of these discussions and am 
pleased by how they handle themselves. 
In their way they are influencing the peo
ple with whom they come into contact. 

This is not to say they're perfect. Any
one who thinks we don't fight should be 
in the back seat of our minivan as we drive 
13 hours to the next performance, or lis
ten to Annalee whine about having to 
shorten her showers, or watch Erica toss a 
textbook down the stairs because she's 
frustrated. But when I point this out, Eri
ca answers that we may fight and annoy 
each other but it passes because we know 
we have something special. 0 
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.--------------------------------Advernsement-------------------------------, 

The Failed Experiment: 
Abortion and Women's Rights, Poverty and Racism 

Roe v. Wade legalized abortion in the United States in 1973, so we now have 
experience to know what actually happens - rather than the speculation of what would 
happen that was common in the push to legalize. Before Roe: 

It was predicted that poor women would benefit because they would not be 
burdened by unwanted children. 

The feminization of poverty has increased since abortion legalization. Does abortion 
have anything to do with that? Studies suggest this is a possibility, due to an association 
with broken relationships, psychological difficulties, and substance abuse exacerbated 
by abortions and the availability of abortions. For documentation, see 
http://www. fnsa.org/v1 n3/strahan.html. 

It was predicted that child abuse rates would go down as all children would be 
wanted. 

In fact, child abuse rates have skyrocketed. The U.S. National Center of Child 
Abuse and Neglect reports around 167,000 cases in 1973, and by 1991 it soared to 
around 2.5 million cases. This is consistent with an alternative idea of what millions of 
abortions might do: that abortion might act as other violence does, by serving as a 
model, and by desensitizing. 

It was predicted that legal abortions meant safe abortions for women. 

Scandals continue at the assembly-line abortion clinics where most abortions are 
done (see http://www.fnsa.org/apaw/ch8.html). So do sexual abuses of women patients 
(see www.fnsa.org/apaw/ch7.html). Abortion staff must necessarily cultivate insensitivity 
to women in a state of high distress. Abortion doctors are still stigmatized, even from 
other doctors who support abortion legalization, and therefore tend not to be of the most 
rigorous quality. Evidence suggests that post-trauma symptoms are common (see 
http://www.fnsa.org/apaw/ch2.html). Since those include emotional numbing and a sense 
of detachment from other people, it may be that it's not the legal nature of abortion that 
makes for poor medical conditions, but the nature of abortion, period. 

It was predicted that women would have expanded choices in their lives. 

What do we say to the man who says, "If my girlfriend is stupid enough to get 
pregnant, she's going down to the abortion clinic that afternoon"? Did we really think that 
attitudes of that kind would not be common among men of a sexually exploitative 
mindset? Or that employers would not regard a pregnancy as something to get rid of 
rather than to be accommodated? There are times when ready access to abortion 
actually reduces a woman's choices, as support to which she's entitled is withdrawn 
because of it. Sexism still abounds in our society, and it rears its head when people 
disdain women for being pregnant. 

Racism 

"It takes little imagination to see that the 
unborn Black baby is the real object of many 
abortionists. Except for the privilege of 
aborting herself, the Black woman and her 
family must fight for evety other social and 
economic privilege. This move toward the free 
application of a non-right (abortion) for those 
whose real need is equal human rights and 
opportunities is benumbing the social 
conscience of America into unquestionably 
accepting the 'smoke screen' of abortion. The 
quality of life for the poor, the Black and the 
oppressed will not be served by destroying 
their children. • 
- Emma Clardy Craven, African-American 
activist 

"Population control is too important to be 
stopped by some right wing pro-life types. 
Take the new influx of Hispanic immigrants. 
Their lack of respect for democracy and social 
order is frightening. I hope I can do something 
to stem that tide; I'd set up a clinic in Mexico 
for free if I could ... When a sullen black 
woman of 17 or 18 can decide to have a baby 
and get welfare and food stamps and become 
a burden to us all, it's time to stop. In parts of 
South Los Angeles, having babies for welfare 
is the only industty that people have. • 
- Edward Allred, millionaire abortion doctor, 
San Diego Union, October 12 , 1980 

"I cty evety day when I think how horrible her 
death was. She was slashed by them and 
then she bled to death . . . I know that other 
young black women are now dead after 
abortion at that address . . . Where is [the 
abortion doctor] now? Has he been stopped? 
Has anything happened to him because of 
what he did to my Belinda? . . . People tell me 
nothing has happened, that nothing ever 
happens to white abortionists who leave young 
black woman dead.· 
- Belinda's mother, Mattie Byrd, in a letter to a 
Los Angeles district attorney, two years after 
her daughter's death in 1987; all deaths to 
which she refers are from /e a/ abortions. 

~ Consjstent Ufe 
http :1/www. consistent -life .org/ 
P.O. Box 9295, Silver Spring, MD 20916-9295 
President@consistent -life .org 
Voice mail: 641-715-3800 Code 631061# 

An International Network for Peace, Justice and Life Online store: http://www.cafepress.com/lifecounts 

Friends Witness for a Prolife Peace Testimony 
811 East 47th Street, Kansas City, MO 64110 I (816)753-7741 

http:/ /www.prolifequakers.org/ 
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Help secure 
the future of 

FRIENDS 
JOURNAL 

T hese are ditticult times in 
• publishing, especially for 

• small non-profits. At FRIENDS 
JouRNAL, income from 

• subscriptions and advertising 
revenue covers only 52 percent of 

• what it costs to produce the 
magazine. You can play a 

• significant role in assuring the 
• future of FRIENDS JouRNAL-and 

our goal of building readership 
• among Friends of all ages-by 

contributing a planned gift that firs 
your needs. Such a gift allows even 
those of modest means to contribute FRIENDS ~~~ 

JOURNAL ~ 
significantly to the ministry of the 
written word found in FRIENDS 
JouRNAL, because such a gift can 
provide lifetime income and significant 
tax benefits for the donor. 

For 52 years, the written words of 
Friends have informed, enriched, and 
nurtured our Quaker community. 
Your contribution to this ministry is 
critically important as it helps us to 
ensure a lasting, vital connection 
among Friends. And your gift- as 
simple as a line in your will-provides 
a legacy that can help sustain the 
publication of Quaker thought for 
decades to come. Gifts can be funded 
with cash, stock or other property. 

Want to know more? 

Please contact our development 
staff at: 
1216 Arch Street, 2A 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

advancement@friendsjournal.org 

( 8oo) 4 71-6863 
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Deaths 
Collett-Wllface Tibbals Collett, 91, on May 9, 
2006, peacefully, in Bryn Mawr, Pa., of respiratory 
failure. Wallace earned his way through college 
with a route of candy machines. After reaching in 
public schools for three years, he joined his uncle 
in Cincinnati in a fledgling company operating 
vending machines in the surrounding area. As pres
idem, he oversaw the company's expansion, and in 
1960 he helped found the Servomation Corpora
tion, a publicly traded national food service com
pany, chairing the executive committee of irs board 
of directors. A graduate ofWtlrnington College in 
Ohio, he chaired the Wilmington College Board, 
was awarded honorary docrorates by Earlham Col
lege and Haverford College, and served on both of 
their boards of trustees. A long-time activist in civic 
organizations, Wallace was a founder and board 
member in Cincinnati of Housing Opportunities 
Made Equal and of Camp Joy, a camp for under
privileged children. As a member of Cincinnati's 
Ciry Planning Commission in 1953, he defended 
in a bitter political fight the rights of a city planner 
who years earlier had been associated with a Marx
ist study group. The controversy became the cen
tral issue in elections to the City Council. He 
described this episode in his 2002 book, McCarthy
ism in Cincinnati: The &ttman-Co!kttA.Ifair. Dur
ing the Viemam War, he participated in mass 
demonstrations and vigils and led more than one 
delegation to the White House. He also led dele
gations to both South and North Vietnam accom
panying relief supplies on behalf of American 
Friends Service Committee. He led Quaker dele
gations to China, the Middle East, and Cemral 
America. He was the chair of the AFSC Board from 
1971 ro 1979. A particular concern of his was war 
raxes, which he refused to pay for much of his life. 
He chaired the Friends Committee on War Tax 
Concerns and was a board member of the Cam
paign for a Peace Tax Fund. Back in Cincinnati, 
Wallace played an important role in the creation of 
the Museum Center at the Union Terminal and 
initiated a street tree program. He received an MA 
in English Literature from Haverford College in 
1937, and wrote poetry throughout his life and 
published a collected volume of his poems, This 
Enchanted Mommt. He also "painted" pictures, 
working with a typewriter and color. His 1982 pic
ture, "T hey Fall Westward Toward the River," has 
been exhibited recently at Friends Center in Phila
delphia as a premonition of the September 11, 2001, 
attack. His work has been exhibited for several years 
in the Bryn Mawr Mile of Att show, in which 
works oflocal artists are displayed in the shop win
dows of Bryn Mawr merchants. He lived in Rose
mont, Pa., and was a member of Haverford Meet
ing. Wallace was predeceased in 1987 by his first 
wife of 50 years, Carrie Hudson Collett. He is sur
vived by his wife, Stella Miller-Collect; three chil
dren, Jonathan, Jane, and Stephen Collett; twelve 
grandchildren, and numerous great grandchildren. 

Hale-Walter Samuel Hale, 73, on November 28, 
2006, in Oakland, Cali£ Walter was born in 1933 
in Washington, D.C., and attended school in 
Alexandria, Va., and Albany, Calif. After serving 
two years in the U.S. Army and earning a degree in 
Business Administration in 1957 at University of 
California at Berkeley, he worked as a transporta-
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cion engineer. His career rook him throughout the 
world to evaluate road, railroad, oil, and water proj
ects. Walter loved to travel and was interested in the 
economics of transportation. He was a founding 
member of the Sacramento Railroad Museum and 
a keen observer of California's water projects. His 
hobbies included hiking and phorography. During 
his retirement he lived at Strawberry Creek Lodge 
in Berkeley, Calif., and led a politically active life, 
including service on the City of Berkeley's Envi
ronment Advisory Commission. Walter was a 
member of Berkeley (Calif.) Meeting. In spite of 
serious mobility and transportation problems, he 
served on Peace and Social Order, Environment, 
and Nominating Committees and attended m eet
ing for worship regularly. Berkeley Meeting recalls 
his compassion and his affable nature. 

Hardy- Wilberta Moody Hardy, 85, on December 
23, 2006, in Lancaster, Pa. Berta was born on 
March 21, 1921, in New Haven, Conn., ro 
Chester A and Mabel Cartland Moody. Berta 
attended Concord, N.H., High School, in the 
same class as her future husband Austin H ardy, and 
they graduated in 1938. Berra attended Swarth
more College, where she majored in biology 
and minored in chemistry, graduating in 1943, 
while Austin went to the University of New Hamp
shire. They married in 1943 and moved to Lan
caster. From 1943 ro 1949 Berta was employed 
as a chemist at Armstrong Cork Company, then 
for a few years left formal employmem to be 
home with her children. From 1962 to 1967 she 
was a fieldworker for the Planned Parenthood 
Federation. She was active as a volunteer in many 
organizations, including Bridge of Hope, Contact, 
Encoumer, Peace Works, UNICEF, and Women in 
Black. She was a founding member of the Lancast
er chapter of the League of Women Voters and 
also took part in political campaigns. Although 
she once rook a year's "sabbatical" from her many 
activities, she never retired, because, as sh e said, 
"Volunteers don't retire." Berra and Austin enjoyed 
travel, some of it connected with Austin's work. 
They visited China, Russia, Egypt, Israel, Peru, 
Costa Rica, Hawaii, and Canada and lived for 
six months in Italy. Travel inspired Berta to write 
travel haikus and other poems for birthday gifts, on 
special occasions, and collected in a folder as one of 
her legacies to her family and to Lancaster (Pa.) 
Meeting. A founding member of that meeting, 
Berta was active on many committees and served 
rwice as clerk. For half a century, she was a faithful 
comforter and supporter to many in the meeting, 
and in recent years showed up regularly for the 
meeting's weekly peace vigil in Lancaster. In addi
tion to her local activities, she was Lancaster 
Meeting's representative to Imerim Meeting of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting (PYM), served on 
PYM's Religious Education Committee, on Caln 
Quarter's Worship and Ministry Committee, and 
attended the annual Gatherings of Friends Gener
al Conference. Berra came ro meeting for 
worship with expectation and trust, and often 
spoke. Berta was predeceased by her husband, 
Austin. She is survived by her daughter, Pat 
C harles; her sons Charles (Chuck) Hardy, and 
C harles Beck; a number of grand children; a 
great-grandson; her sister, Ethel Haller; and her 
brother, David Moody. 
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Muruo-Ew!f'n Smith Munro, 92, on February 16, 
2007, at home under the care of her three daugh
ters. Evelyn was born on March 15, 191 4, and 
raised in New Orleans. In 1934, she began work
ing with the Southern Tenant Farmers Union in 
Mississippi, one of the nation's first racially inte
grated labor unions. She and her colleagues were 
threatened and chased by the Ku Klux Klan. Eve
lyn's first introduction to Quakers was when she 
attended University of Mississippi, where one of 
her professors was Mike Yarrow, a Quaker. She had 
a close friendship with Mike and his wife, Mar
garet, and was invited to live with them and care 
for their young children for a year. Evelyn lefr the 
sharecroppers' union in 1940 and moved ro 
Knoxville, Tenn., where she worked for the Inter
national Ladies Garment Workers Union. She lat
er moved to New York, where she married David 
Munro in 1945. In 1946 she moved ro Pasadena, 
Calif., and worked as a secretary for Pacific Oaks 
School. In 1949 the Munro family relocated ro 
Ann Arbor, Mich., for David's study at University 
of Michigan, and they artended Ann Arbor Meet
ing. Before long they moved to Chicago, where 
they were parr of 57th Street Meeting. When the 
civil war in N igeria began in 1967, Evelyn and 
David and rwo of their girls lived there, and Evelyn 
organized a small mulriracial nursery school. She 
and David were also in Cuba at the beginning of 
irs revolution, returning to California in 1959. In 
the early 1960s, when Orange County (Calif.) Meet
ing was just getting starred as a preparative meeting 
in a Costa Mesa nursery school, the Munro family 
began to participare in this fledgling group, focus
ing on peace issues and social action. Evelyn creat
ed publicity and organized fundraising parties for 
numerous causes and participated in citizen action 
with Village Laguna, to keep Laguna a "village" and 
to save the Laguna Greenbelt. Evelyn joined 
Orange County Meeting in 1970. In her 60s, Eve
lyn wem back to college and received her degree in 
Social Ecology from University of California at 
Irvine. She worked for the university's extension 
program for I I years as an editor and writer. Eve
lyn spent many summers living and traveling in 
France, as well as in other European countries. She 
developed skill as a photographer, giving shows and 
selling prints. She studied watercolor painting and 
had a weekly French reading session in her home. 
For many years she helped every week ro feed the 
homeless in Laguna Beach. She loved to give par
ties; her annual Twelfth N ight parry was a big 
event, attracting political friends, relatives, neigh
bors, and students who had lived with her and 
Dave. Evelyn's home was alive with her photO
graphs, family pictures, collections of African 
masks, little French pitchers, and books. Even dur
ing her last months, Evelyn never lost her strong 
independence, her desire to control her own life, 
and her pride in her sharpness of mind. Evelyn was 
preceded in death by her husband , David Munro 
(1997). She is survived by her daughters, Abigail 
Munro-Proulx, Rebecca Munro, and Hannah Flom; 
12 grandchildren; and 11 great-grandchildren. 

Classified rates SOC per word. Minimum charge is 
$25. Logo is additional $19. Add 10% n boxed. 
1 0% discount for three consecutive insertions, 
25% for six. Appearance of any advertisement 
does not Imply endorsement by Friends Journal. 

CLASSIFIED AD DEADUNES: 
January Issue, November 12 
February issue, December 10 

SubmH your ad to: 
Advertising Manager, Friends Journal 
1216 Arch Street, 2A 
Philadelphia, PA 19 t 07-2835 

For Information call (215) 563-8629 
Fax (21 5) 568-t3n 
E-mail: adaales@frlendsjournal.org 

Accommodations 
Coming to London? Friendly B&B just a block from the 
BrHish Museum and very close to London University. A cen· 
tral location for all tourist activities. Ideal for persons travel· 
ing alone. Direct subway and bus links with Heathrow Air
port. The Penn Club, 21 Bedford Place, London WC1 B SJJ. 
Telephone: +44 (207) 636-4718. Fax: +44 (207) 636·5516. 
<YfWW.pennclub.ro.uk>. 
Ashland, Oreg.· Friendly place in Southern Oregon for out
standing theater, rafting, fishing, birding, quiet time. AnM 
Hathaway's B&B and Garden Suites. <WWW.ashlandbandb 
.rom>; (800) 643·4434. 
Beacon Hill Friends House: Quaker·sponsored residence 
of 19 interested in community living, spiritual growth, peace, 
and social concerns. All faiths welcome. For information, appli· 
cation: BHFH, 6 Chestnut Street, Boston, MA 02t 08-3264. 
(617) 227·9118. Overnight and short·term accommodations 
also available. <directors@bhfh.org>, <YfWW.bhfh.org>. 
Looking for a creative living alternative In New York 
City? Penington Friends House may be the place for youl 
We are looking for people of all ages who want to make a 
serious rommitment to a rommunity lnestyle based on 
Quaker principles. For information call (212) 673·1730. We 
also have overnight accommodations. 
Chicago- Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends meetinghouse. Short· or long·term. Contact: Sofia 
Community, Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60637. (n3) 288·3066. 
Seattle- Two affordable, private travelers' rooms at Quaker 
House, near University Friends Meeting, centrally located in 
Seattle's University District. For reservations: (206) 632-
9839 or <quakerhouse.sea@juno.com>. 
Pittsburgh- Well located, affordable third·floor (walkup) 
guest rooms with shared bath. Single or double occupancy. 
Kitchen available. Contact: House Manager, Friends Meet· 
inghouse, 4836 Ellsworth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213. 
Telephone: (41 2) 683·2669. 
William Penn House & Washington Quaker Workcamps. 
Washington, D.C., Quaker Center on Capitol Hill offering hos· 
pitality, meeting space, and worship. Ottering workcamp 
opportunities for youth, peace studies seminars for educators, 
and seminars for all ages. Leadership training for Quaker 
young adults through our internship program. All are welcome. 
<YfWW.WmPennHouse.org>, <info@WmPennHouse.org>. 
(202) 543·5560. 515 East CapHol St., SE, Washington, D.C. 
20003. 
Quaker House Ann Arbor has periodic openings in a small 
intentional community based on Friends principles. Guestroom 
available for traveling friends. <qhrc_apply@umich.edU>; 
<YfWW.annarborfriends.org> (734) 846·6545 
Santa Fe . Charming, affordable adobe guest apartment w"h 
kHchenette at our historic Canyon Road meetinghouse. Con· 
venient to galleries and downtown. More at http://santa· 
fe.quaker.orgl Reservations <guestapartment@yahoo.com> 
or 505·983·7241. 
Casa de los Amigos, Mexico City. Quaker hospitality. 
Peace projects. Volunteer opportunities. www.casade· 
losamigos.org, amigos@casadelosamigos.org, (+52 55 
5705 0521 ). 1Te esperamos! 
Marnl's House, Martha's Vineyard, MA. Contemplative sum· 
mer/fall B&B. Informal, contemporary, crafts, natural light, 
sybaritic baths, tranquil setting. Peaceful oasis for he.ctic 
lives. Bike to ferry, town, beach. For brochurelinforma!IOn/ 
reservations: (508)696·6198, <marnivh@vineyard.nel>, 
<YfWW.marnishouse.com>. 
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Books & Publications 
Friends Bulletin, magazine of Western U.S. Quakers, sutr 
scription $18. A Western Quaker Reader, $19. Compas
sionate Listening, $16. Friends Bulletin, 3223 Danaha St., 
Torrance, CA 90505. <Westemquaker.nel>, <friendsbul
letin@aol.com>. 

Dangerous Pilgrims, a haunting novel about liberation the
ology in Guatemala. $15. Box 133, Fremont CA 94537. 

Pendle Hill Pamphlets are timely essays on many 
facets of Quaker life, thought, and spirituality, readable 

I 
at one sitting. Subscribe to receive 
six pamphlets/year for $25 (US). Also available: 
every pamphlet published previously by Pendle 
Hill. 800-742-3150 ext. 2 or bookstore 
@pendlehill.org www.pendlehill.org. 

Quaker Books: Rare and out-of-print journals, history, 
religion, inspirational. Contact us for specific books or 
topics. Vintage Books, 181 Hayden Rowe Street, Hop
kinton, MA 01748. (508) 435-3499. E-mail us at 
<Vintage@gis.nel>. 

Calling all Book Lovers! Friends United Press has a bold 
new look: books with study guides for reading groups, 
vibrant covers on timeless Quaker classics, and a new 
release, Sparrow Seed: the Franciscan Poems. Explore 
Quaker beginnings, belief, and beyond through humor, 
inspiration, and grounding in Truth. Free catalog. Contact us 
at: 101 Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, IN 47374; (800) 537-
8839; www.fum.org. 

DRAFT RESISTANCE PRISON MEMOIR 

Vietnam era, 1960s. Order signed copy direct from author, 
Jeff Keith. E-mail: jeffthelinguist@juno.com. or call 
215-551-3747. 

PENDLE HILL BOOKSTORE 

More than 2,000 books on Quakerism, religion, spiri
tuality, peace, art, and social justice, including chil
dren's books. 

email <bookstore@pendlehill.org>. I 
<WWW.pendlehill.org>. Call (800) 742-3150 or 
(610) 566-4507, ext. 2; 

Open M·F 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 1:30p.m.-4.30 
p.m.; ask about weekends. 

Quakerism: A Theology for Our Time. The first substan
tial Quaker theology since Barclay, covering the impact of 
modem science and biblical criticism. Author, Patricia A. 
Williams, <WWW.theologyauthor.com>. 

Opportunities 

THE PEACEABLE TABLE 

A Free Online Journal for Quakers 
and Other People of Faith 

www.vegetarianfrlends.net 

GUATEMALA: Study Spanish, volunteer work with Homes
lay. casaxelaju.com. 

Costa Rica Study Tours: Visit the Quaker community in 
Monteverde. For information and a brochure contact Sarah 
Stuckey: +011 (506) 645-5436; write: Apdo. 46-5655, Mon
teverde, Costa Rica; e-mail: <crstudy@racsa.co.cr>; 
<WWW.crstudytours.com>; or call in the USA (937) 728-9887. 

PRONi~ 
NICARAGUA DELEGATIONS: students, groups, service 
learning, grassroots development projects, cultural 
exchange, history, economics, music, agriculture, health, lit
eracy, children, homestays. Experience Nicaragua. www 
.pronica.org, (727) 821 .2428. 

To consider mountain view retirement property, near a 
Friends center, visij <arizonafriends.com> or write Roy Joe 
and Ruth Stuckey, 1182 Hornbeam Road, Sabina, OH 
45169. 

Quaker Writers and Artists! 
Join the Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts ($25/year), 
and share your work with Friends in our exciting quar
te~y. "Types and Shadows." Seeking short fiction and 
non-fiction, poetry, drawings, B&W photos, and NEWS 
of Quaker art/artists. Help create a new chapter in 
Quaker history! Info: FQA, c/o PYM, 1515 Cherry St., 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. E-mail submissions OK. 
<fqa@quaker.org>. <WWW.quaker.orglfqa>. 

uo you care aoout tne 
future of the Religious Society of Friends? 

Support growing meetings and a spiritually vital Quak
erism for all ages with a deferred gift to Friends Gener
al Conference (bequest, charijable gift annuity, trust). 

m For information, please contact Michael 
Wajda at FGC, 1216 Arch Street, 2-B, 
Philadelphia, PA 191 07; (215) 561-1700; 
<michaelw@fgcquaker.org>. 

Connecting Friends 
Crossing Cultures 
Ch11ng/ng Lives 

Vincula 11 los Amigos 
Sobnf)lltll B11rnras Culturales 
Cambia Vldas 

Contact Friends Wo~ Committee for ConsuHation Sec
tion of the Americas for information about planned gift 
opportunities ranging from life income gifts (such as 
charitable gift annuijies) to language for including FWCC 
in your estate plans. Louise Salinas, Associate Secre
tary, (215) 241-7251, <louises@fwocamericas.org>. 

Events at Pendle Hill 
November 2-4: Inquirers' Weekend: Basic Quak
erism, with Jean-Marie Barch and Michael Cronin 
November 5·9: Compassionate Communication, 
with Jason Kelley and Jane Connor ® 
November 9-11: Relationship Enhancement for 
Couples, with Joan and Rich Liversidge 
November 23-25: An Advent Retreat, with Ken and 
Katharine Jacobsen 
November 30-December 2: Untying the (K)nots that 
Bind Us: Releasing Our Creative Selves, with Jan 
Phillips 
December 7-9: Awakening the Orearner, Changing the 
Dream, with Andrew Brazington and Hollister KnowHon 

I 
December 28-January 1: Celebrate the New 
Year! Open Heart, Peaceful Mind, with Valerie 
Brown (lnder Kaur), and 20th Century Music, 
with Ka~ Middleman 

Contact: Pendle Hill, 338 Plush Mill Road, 
Wallingford, PA 19086-6023 

(800) 7 42-3150, extension 3 www.pendlehill.org 

Peaceful ridge-top sanctuary hosting workshops with 
Quaker-related themes, group retreats, and individual 
sojourns. See our webs~e for a full program listing. Wool· 
man Hill Quaker Retreat Center, 107 Keels Road, Deer
field, MA 01342; (413) 774-3431; www.woolmanhill.org. 

QUAKER STUDY TOUR-BOLIVIA June 22-July 6/14. 
Spectacular Andes, Lake 1iticaca. Experience community 
with indigenous Quakers in isolated villages. See 
<Www.qbl .org> development projects, visit schools, 
students supported by www.bqef.org. Meet friends of Evo 
Morales. Optional: Peru, Machu Picchu. (707) 823-6034. 
www.TreasuresoftheAndes.com. 
Are you a Serious Traveler? Travel Concepts Internation
al specializes in bringing together like-minded citizen diplo
mats for Cultural Tours to Better Understand the Wo~d and 
its People. 
Join our small group tours to Jordan, the Emirates, and more. 
See our complete line up at www.SeriousTraveler.com; 
contact us at 1-(800)-762-4216 or email <gwen@tci-lravel 
.com> 

Personals 

Concerned c5ing/M 
Concerned Singles links socially conscious singles 
who care about peace, social justice, race, gender 
equity, environment. Nationwide~nternational. All ages, 
straighVgay. Since 1984. Free sample: Box 444-FJ, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242; (413) 243-4350; <WWW.con
cernedsingles.com>. 

Positions Vacant 

CAMP DIRECTOR for Quaker led Camp Woodbrooke 
in southern Wisconsin. Applicants must have summer 
camp work experience and experience with building 
community in a Quaker setting. Live on site for two sum
mer months. Webs~e at www.campwoodbrooke.org. 
Call (608) 647-8703, <jobs@campwoodbrooke.org> 

Westbury Friends School is seeking applicants for 
the posijion of Head of School to begin in the 2008-
2009 school year. Westbury Friends is a culturally 
diverse elementary day school located in the heart of 
Long Island, NY. Candidates should possess effective 
leadership qualities, significant communication skills 
and strong educational credentials. Knowledge of and 
dedication to Quaker education is essential. Please 
send your cover letter, resume and references to: 

Westbury Friends School, Search Committee, 550 
Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590. 

Real Estate 
Quaker Realtor in Tamps, Florida. Specializing in resi
dential sales and relocation services. If you are thinking 
of moving to the Tampa Bay area, please call me for infor
mation. Andrea Walsh (813) 985-5013. BDRealty. 

Quaker Commercial Realtor specializing in income prop
erty sales and 1031 replacements nationally. Call Allen 
Stockbridge, JD, CCIM at (877) 658-3666. 

Rentals & Retreats 
Andover, Vermont. Renovated mountain home available 
for vacation rental. Three bedrooms, three baths, two fire
places, sauna. Long range views. Near Appalachian Trail, 
skiing, state park, Weston Priory. Contact Mary Mitchell 
Miller Real Estate, (802) 824-3176 and mention this ad. 

Catskill Mountains (NY)- Log Chalet with mountain views. 
Near hiking, fishing, tennis, golf and skiing. Minutes to Bel
leayre ski center and lake. Wrap-around deck with hum
mingbirds. 3 bedrooms-2 0 baths. Sleeps 7-8. Rental by 
week June-February. Contact Voctoria Moore at (516) 486-
4367 or <qmlaw@optonline.nel>. 

Bald Head Island, N.C. Panoramic view of ocean, dunes, 
lagoon, and golf course from four-bedroom, two-bathroom, 
beautifully furnished house with wrap-around deck, two elec
tric golf carts. 14 miles of beach, championship golf, tennis, 
croquet, swimming, and fishing. 13,000 acres of maritime 
wilderness. Many birds and wildflowers. No cars on island. 
Peaceful, friendly. Rental by day or week. (215) 699-9186. 

Blueberry Cottage on organic lavender, blueberry, and 
dairy goat farm in the mountains of N. Carolina. Pond, moun
tain views, protected river. Sleeps 8+. Family farm visit or 
romantic getaway. Near Celo Friends Meeting. By week or 
day. <WWW.mountainfarm.nel> or (866) 212-2100. 

Pocono Manor. Beautiful, rustic mountain house su~able 
for gatherings, retreats, and reunions. Seven bedrooms. 
Three full baths. Beds for 15. Fully equipped. Deck with 
mountain view. Hiking trai ls from back door. Weekends or by 
the week, April through October. Contact Melanie Douty: 
(215) 736-()948. 

Provence, France. Beautiful secluded stone house, 
village near Avignon, 3 BR (sleeps 5-6), kitchen/ 
dining room, spacious living room, modem bathroom. 
Terrace, courtyard, view of medieval castle. Separate 
second house sleeps 4. Both available year-round 
$1 ,200-$2,900/mo. <WWw.rent-in·provence.com>. 
Marc Simon, rue Oume, 30290 Saint Victor, France, 
<msimon@wanadoo.fr>; or J. Simon, 124 Bondcroft, 
Buffalo, NY 14226; (716) 836-8698. 

Cape May, N.J. Beach House-weekly rentals; week-
end rentals in off-season. Sleeps 12+. Great for family 
reunions! Block from beach. Close to mall. Ocean 
views from wraparound porch. Call: (718) 398-3561. 

.. 
Italy. For writers, art1sts, mus1c1ans or fam1hes, a peaceful 
cottage in the woods on an Umbrian hillside: large living 
room, kitchen/diningroom, one bathroom, two bedrooms 
(sleeps maximum 6). Non-smoking. Contact: 
Allison Jablonko, Via della Ginestra, 12, 06069 Tuoro sui 
Trasimeno (PG), Italy. Email : < jablonko@tin.il> 

Chincoteague Island VA. Choice of adjacent, 1920s, 
equipped vacation homes sleeping 8-1 0. Protected 
Assateague Island nearby (ponies, ocean beaches, birds ... ) . 
September until June; approx. $250/Weekend, $500/Wk. 
Polite pets OK. (703) 448-8678, <markvanraden@yahoo 
.com>. 

Retirement Living 
The Hickman, a nonprofit, 
Quaker-sponsored retirement 

~ '11'fl.- - community in historic West 
r f ' Chester, has been quietly pro-

viding excellent care to older 
persons for over a century. Call today for a tour: (484) 
760-6300, or visit our brand-new website <WWW.Ihe
hickmanorg>. 
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Friends Homes, Inc., founded by North Car
olina Yearty Meeting of the Society of Friends, 
has been providing retirement options since 
1968. Both Friends Homes at Guilford and 
Friends Homes West are fee-for-service, 
continuing care retirement communities offer

ing independent living, assisted living, and skilled nurs
ing care. located in Greensboro, North Carolina, both 
communities are close to Guilford College and several 
Friends meetings. Enjoy the beauty of four seasons, as 
well as outstanding cuttural, intellectual, and spiritual 
opportunities in an area where Quaker roots run deep. 
For information please call: (336) 292-9952, or write: 
Friends Homes West, 6100 W. Friendly Avenue, 
Greensboro, NC 27410. Friends Homes, Inc. owns and 
operates oommunities dedicated to the letter and spirit of 
Equal Housing Opportunity. <WWW.friendshomes.org>. 

~~ 
SERYJCFS RJR OWER PEOPLE 

Kendal oommunities and services reflect sound man
agement, adherence to Quaker values, and respect for 
each individual. 
Continuing care retirement communities: 
Kendal at Longwood; Crosstands-Kennett Square, Pa. 
Kendal at Hanover-Hanover, N.H. 
Kendal at Obe~in-Obe~in , Ohio 
Kendal at Ithaca-Ithaca, N.Y. 
Kendal at Lexington-Lexington, Va. 
Kendal on Hudson-Sleepy Hollow, N.Y. 
Kendal at Granville-Granville, Ohio 
Independent living with residential services: 
Coniston and Cartmei-Kennett Square, Pa. 
The lathrop Communities-Northampton and East
hampton, Mass. 
Nursing care, residential and assisted living: 
Barclay Friends-West Chester, Pa. 
Advocacy/education programs: 
Untie the Elderly-Pa. Restraint Reduction Initiative 
Kendal Outreach, LLC 
Collage, Assessment Tool for Well Elderly 
For information, contact: Doris Lambert, The Kendal 
Corporation, 1170 E. Baltimore Pike, Kennett Square, 
PA 19348. (610) 388-5581. 
E-mail <info@koorp.kendal.org>. 

Medford Leas-
A Quaker-Related, Not-for-Profit Community 

For Adults Age 55+ 

We weloome your visit! Medford Leas is a unique, not
for-profit, Quaker-related oommunity for older adults 
that oombines the advantages of a Continuing Care 
Retirement Community (CCRC) with those of a 55+ 
Active Adult Community. Blending the ronvenience and 
accessibility of suburban living with the unique aes
thetic of an arboretum and nature preserve, Medford 
Leas offers campuses in Medford and Lumberton, NJ, 
and a wide range of residential styles-from garden
style apartments to clustered townhouses-all 
arranged amidst the extraordinary beauty of over 200 
acres of landscaped gardens, natural woodlands, and 
meadows. Cultural, intellectual and recreational oppor
tunities abound as Philadelphia, Princeton, New Yorll 
City, and New Jersey's famous shoreline are all easily 
accessible via car or public transportation. Medford 
Monthly Meeting is thriving, active and caring. Amenity 
and program highlights include: walking/biking trails, 
tennis oourts. indoor and outdoor swimming pools, fit
ness centers and programs, oomputer center, green
houses, very active selfiJOverned residents' associa
tion with 90+ oornrnittees, on-site "university" program, 
and much more. Medford Leas' superior health, well
ness, and long-term care (assisted living & skilled nurs
ing care) services are available through two distinct 
contract types and a wide range of fees: "Lifecare"
with unlimited care included in fees; and " Non-Life
care" -with fee-for-service health care services. 
CCAC-Accredited; Member, Friends Services for the 
Aging. For more details or to schedule your visit, call 
(800) 331-4302. <WWW.medfordleas.org> E-mail 
<move-in-information@medfordleas.org>. 
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Living In Retirement: People who believe in peace 
and justice never retire, they just move to Uplands! 
An ecumenical community with UCC relationship. 
www.UplandsVillage.rorn. (931) 277-3518. 

Schools 
ARTHUR MORGAN SCHOOL. Boarding and day school for 
grades 7-9. Small academic classes, oonsensus decision 
making, outdoor and rommunity service trips, daily worll 
program. A small, caring oommunity environment. For infor
mation about admissions or hiring: (828) 675-4262. 
<ams@yancey.main.nc.us>. 60 AMS Circle, Burnsville, NC 
28714. <WWW.arthurmorganschool.org>. 
Frankford Friends School: ooed; Pre-K to grade 8; serv
ing center city, Northeast, and most areas of Philadelphia. 
We provide children with an affordable yet challenging aca
demic program in a small, nurturing environment. Frankford 
Friends School, 1500 Orthodox Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19124. (215) 533-5368. 

Lansdowne Friends School - a small Friends school for 
boys and girts three years of age through sixth grade, root
ed in Quaker values. We provide children with a quality aca
demic and a developmentally appropriate program in a nur
turing environment. Whole language, thematic education, 
oonflict resolution, Spanish, after-school care, summer pro
gram. 110 N. Lansdowne Avenue, Lansdowne, PA 19050. 
(610) 623-2548. 

Stratford Friends School provides a strong academic pro
gram in a warm, supportive, ungraded setting for children 
ages 5 to 13 who learn differently. Small classes and an 
enriched curriculum answer the needs of the whole child. An 
at-risk program for five-year-olds is available. The school 
also offers an extended-day program, tutoring, and summer 
school. Information: Stratford Friends School, 5 Uandillo 
Road, Havertown, PA 19083. (610) 446-3144. 
<gvare@stratfordfriends.org> www.stratfordfriends.org. 
United Friends School: ooed; preschool-S; emphasizing 
integrated, developmentally appropriate curriculum, after
school arts, sports, and music programs. Busing available. 
1018 West Broad Street, Quakertown, PA 18951 . (215) 538-
1733. <WWW.unitedfriendsschool.org>. 

The Quaker School at Horsham
A Friends school for bright children who 
learn differently. Coed, pre-first through 
ninth grades. Our research-based curricu-

lum is carefully designed to address language-based 
learning differences. After school care. Enrichment pro
grams: Affinities, art, music, shop, drama, sports. New 
campus. 250 Meetinghouse Road, Horsham, PA 19044 
(215) 674-2875, <WWW.quakerschool.org>. 

·~· . 
EARLHAM 

SCHOOL •/ R!LIC ION 

January 2-12, 2008 - Come to ESR for two-week 
intensive courses. 

Gospel of Peace - Dan Ulrich 
Exegesis of Philippians - iim Seid 
Prayer- Stephanie Ford 
Quaker Beliefs - Stephen Angell 
Christian Ethics - David Johns 

For further information contact axtelsu@earlham.edu 
or (800)432-1377. 

• Friends high school intensive 
• Interdependent studies of peace, 

justice, & sustainability 
• Project-based learning 
• Living in Quaker oommunity 
• Extensive service-learning trips 
Call (530) 273-3183 to find out more 

www.woolman.org 

Services Offered 
All Things Calligraphic 

Carol Gray, Calligrapher (Quaker). Specializing in 
wedding certificates. Reasonable rates, timely turn
arounds. <WWW.carolgraycalligraphy.oom>. 

Purchase Quarterly Meeting (NYYM) maintains a 
peace tax escrow fund. Those interested in tax wit
ness may wish to contact us through NYYM, 15 
Rutherford Place, New York, NY 10003. 

Ahlmsa Graphics 
Wedding Certificates, Celebrations of Comm~ment 

calligraphy, illustration, custom design 
Contact: Penny Jackim: <ahimsa@earthlink.net> 

(410) 783-1972 
Samples: <WWW.pennyjackim.calligraphicarts.org> 

Custom Marriage Certificates and other traditional or dec
orated documents. Various calligraphic styles and waterool
or designs available. Over ten years' experience. Pam Ben
nett, P. 0. Box 136, Uwchlan, PA 19480. (610) 458-4255. 
<Prbcallig@verizon.net>. 
Moving? Maybe David Brown, a Quaker real estate broker, 
can help. Contact him at <davidhbrown@mindspring.rom>. 

H FREEMAN 12204 Salisbury Ro.a<f South 
• Richmond, IN 47374 

610-909-8385 
ASSOCIATES, LLC HFreeAssoc@aol.com 

Consulting services for educational institutions and non
prof~ organizations. Fundraising. Capital campaigns. 
Planned giving. Recent clients include liberal arts cot
leges, seminaries, independent schools, social service 
agencies, Pendle Hill, FGC, and many other Friends 
organizations. <WWW.Hfreernanassociates.com>. 

Calligrapher(NEYM) creates individually designed mar
riage certifiCates, birth/naming documents for newborn or 
adopted children, and other one of a kind documents. 
See samples of my work at c:wynnellewellyn.corn>. Contact 
me to discuss your needs at (413) 634-5576 <Wynne 
@wynnellewellyn.rom>. 

Doing business with Germans 
or in Germany? 

Of course they speak English. But they'll respect you 
more if your point person writes and speaks to them in 
German. Associate professor of German available to 
do so on your behalf. 
<meisterp@uah.edu>. <http://cyranoconsulting.net>. 
Please mention Cyrano Consulting Services in your 
subject line. Call (256) 725-2053 or (256) 824-2347. 

Summer Camps 
CAMP CELO: A small farm home camp in the North 
Carolina mountains. Under Quaker leadership for over 
50 years. Boys and girts ages 7-12. 3:1 camper/staff 
ratio. <WWW.campcelo.oom>, (828) 675-4323. 

Journey's End Farm Camp 
Farm animals, gardening, ceramics, wood shop, out
door games. Program centered in the life of a Quaker 
farm fami ly focuses on nonviolence, simplicity, rever
renee for nature. Sessions of two or three weeks for 34 
boys and girts, ages 7-12. Apply earty for financial aid. 
Weloome all races. One-week Family Camp in August. 
Kristin Curtis, 364 Steriing Road, Newfoundland, PA 
18445. (570) 689-3911; <WWW.joumeysendfarm.org>. 

Make friends, make music at FRIENDS MUSIC CAMP at 
Olney. Ages 10-18. Grow musically in a caring, Quaker 
community. Brochure, video: FMC, PO Box 427, Yellow 
Springs, OH 45387. (937) 767-1311 . musicfmc@yahoo.rom 
Online: <friendsmusiccamp.org>. 

Ad»ertise Do you have a service 
ro offer, a product to sell, 
or a talent to promote? 
How about announcements, 
messages, or personal requests? 
Are you looking for a job, or do 
you have a job opening? 

FRIENDS jOURNAL advertising can 
help you advance whatever you have 
ro offer. 1216 Arch Street, 2A, 

Philadelphia, PA IC>H)7-~~x~~ 
(215) 563-8629 • les<!!nne:nds(OUJ:nal..org 
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Would you Hke to 

IMIItl:l-.·- *Find space and time for 

and Spring 
* Find support for discernment and spiritual deepening 
* Practice meaningful senice to others in community 
* Enjoy inspiring courses and workshops 

This diverse community of scholars, activists, artists, and 
seekers has been fertile ground for creative collaboration, self· 

reflection, and deep friendships. Here, I am living into a radical 
faith and expressing my creative self with passion and joy. 

-Genevieve Wimp-McCann, 
Minnie Jane Quaker Artist in Residence Scholar, 2006-2007 

Termlong Courses include 
Discerning Our Calls, with Marcelle Martin 

Sacred Image, Sacred Word: An Exploration of Book Arts, 

with Carol Sexton 

In the Beginning Was the Word, with Walter Hielt Sullivan 

Short Courses include 
John's Gospel: A New Translation for Quakers 

and Other Contemplatives, with Chris Ravndal 

A Mindfulness Meditation Retreat, with Mary Grace Orr 

The Unifying Legacy of Rufus Jones, 

with Stephen W Angell 

Through Pendle Hill 's Resident Program, I have 
gained a deeper se nse of what it means to live 
in a diverse community and to be a friend, and a 
Friend, doing God's work in the wor ld. 

-Eleanor Harris, resident student, 2006-2007 

Pendle Hill changed 
my life. This wonderful 
space gave me the 
opportunity to heal, to 
grow, and to live into 
God's joy. 

-Tom Affleck, resident student, 
Fall 2006 

Now accepting 
applications for Winter 
and Spring terms 
Can't come for a term? 

Take a four-day Short Course. 

PENDLEHILL Contact us to find out more 
A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 

338 Plush Mill Road· Wallingford, PA 19086 
www.pendlehill.org 

610.566.4507 ext. 3 or 800.742.3150 ext. 3 

admissions@pendlehill.org 
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