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• AMONG FRIENDS 

Reexamining the Peace Testimony 

I grew up as put ci the fust: gerXT.ltion to have «guuar a:ress to 1V M.xh riwhat we watched in 
those days were movies--war propaganda-about World War II, or regular weekly 
programs about cowboys and Indians (more propaganda, justifYing our colonial 

legacy), all of which involved quite a bit of violence, rather tamely portrayed by today's 
standards. Later, detective shows, cop shows, and murder mysteries became regular 
fare. As a much older person, I've come to regard TV and films as primary teaching 
tools (intentional or not) in our culture--ones that are far more often used 
to promote violence as a solution (or even a form of entertainment) instead of 
problem-solving that averts violence. 

I came of age during the '60s, when the Vietnam War was raging and many were 
actively protesting that war. It was abundantly clear to me then, as now, that violent 
solutions beget more violence and mostly do not resolve the problem they were initiated 
to address. So it should be quite clear what the Peace Testimony means today--or is 
it? We are now living in an age of terrorism, where the actions ofa few can affect the 
lives of millions for years to come. How do we speak Truth to power in that circumstance? 
Where do we direct our concerns? And to what extent should they begin with 
extensive consideration of our personal choices? How many of us have read the historic 
Declaration of 1660, from which our Peace Testimony is drawn-and agree with it? 
(You can find a spelling-and-punctuation-updated version of it on our website at 
<www.friendsjournal.org>.) Do we know that George Fox complained it was unfair 
when Q uakers were forced to resign from the army? I must confess I did not. 

In this issue on "The Peace Testimony," Friends look at what may be our most 
treasured testimony from many perspectives. Paul Buckley, in "The Declaration of 
1660" (p. 7), closely examines the context and language of the original docwnent, 
shedding light for modern Friends on what early Friends may have intended. In "A 
Testimony on the Effects of Combat, from a United Scates Army Officer" (p. 18), 
David Gosling speaks powerfully to the corroding influence of mainstream U.S. 
culture in his own much more recent youth, and particularly the effeccs combat has 
had upon his sense of morality. Tai Amri Spann-W ilson, in "The Gift of the House of 
the Peaceable Kin-dom" (p. 32), urges Friends to consider making our meetinghouses 
true places of sanctuary for those seeking peace in their lives. Sta5a Morgan-Appel 
explains how following her leadings toward peace through work with the Red Cross 
has opened her eyes to the common hwnanity of military families, not so very 
different from the rest of us, in "The Peace Testimony and Armed Forces Emergency 
Services" (p. 20), while Faith Morgan urges us to redu~ consumption and energy use 
to forestall the causes of conflict in the rapidly arriving resource-depletion era 
("Removing the Pressure for War" p. 36). And there is much more in this issue. 

There may be as many ways to approach the Peace Testimony as there are Friends. 
Each of us must discover for ourselves how we are called to address the causes and 
results of conflict between people and nations. For some, this will involve work at the 
national or international level, or work with nongovernmental organizations. For 
others it will involve teaching new skills, such as the Alternatives to Violence Project. 
Some of us will revamp our own lives and share the results with others; some will 
study and reflect deeply, and write about their discoveries. Perhaps the most dramatic 
and remarkable peace work today is being done among African Friends in response to 
genocide on that continent. For all of us, the challenge is to let peace be the way we 
approach everything and everyone. 
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n FORUM 

The art of tax resistance 
Thank you for your many articles on war 

tax resistance (F]Mar.). As a war tax resister 
since 1971, I do have one criticism. All the 
articles convey the impression that the IRS is 
as omniscient as God, all seeing, all 
knowing, never making a mistake in getting 
the last farthing out of the helpless tax 
resister. Nothing could be further from the 
truth (that is, as far as the IRS is concerned). 
A rule of thumb in dealing with the IRS is 
that you had bener take a copy of every 
piece of paper since you cannot assume that 
they have filed things away correctly (and if 
you file electronically it may even be worse). 
Let me give you some examples from my 
long history of war tax resistance. 

The IRS once seized $27 from my bank 
account (since I never willingly pay). But at 
that point I actually owed them $81. Since I 
had already given all the funds away to 
peacemaking endeavors, I did not correct 
them of their mistake. Another time they 
made a mistake (or did a sympathetic tax 
person do it deliberately?) and gave me a 
refund when they shouldn't. I again gave it 
away to peace-building organizations. I have 
always made sure that the cost of the IRS 
getting funds from me exceeded any 
penalties and interest that they might charge. 
In my 37 years of war tax resistance I am 
cenain that I (and all the other active war tax 
resisters I know as a group) have withheld 
much more funds for government war-making 
and given them to peace organizations than 
the IRS has ever collected, including penalties 
and interest. I don't think that this excuse 
should be used by Quakers as a group as a 
cop-out for refusing to pay for our wars. In 
fact, if all Quakers in the United States were 
war tax resisters, the IRS couldn't even cope 
with our collective resistance. 

David Zamnbka 
Lumakanda, Kenya 

·A tax resistance strategy 
I empathize with the authors of the 

arricles in the March issue on war tax 
resistance and share their frustration at the 
lack of progress toward a U.S. policy of 
alternative tax payments. While tax protests 
or nonpayments are consistent with our 
pacifist beliefs, they are unlikely to change 
the U.S. government's policy. 

Our own engagement in tax refusal was 
during the Viemam War when we withheld 
our federal telephone taxes. Despite receiving 
surprising sympathy from one or two IRS 
personnel who phoned us during those 
years, the IRS's overall response was simply 
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to raid our bank account and withdraw the 
unpaid tax balance plus interest and 
penalties. At that time we gladly suffered 
those relatively small costs and the 
inconvenience, but I no longer wish to pay 
extra to the war efforr to express my 
objections--although we do write protest 
leners to accompany our tax returns. 

Wimessing the enormous efforr and 
expense of legally fighting the IRS-as 
described in the account of Daniel Jenkins' 
tax court appeal (in "Yielding to Our Faith: 
A Message from a Harmless Quaker," by 
Nadine Hoover, F] Mar.)-I would suggest 
there is an alternative not proposed in any of 
the articles. Namely, we can reserve a sum of 
money equal or greater than the refusal 
penalties to "pay for peace." We can use the 
money it would cost us to fight the IRS to 
contribute to various sons of peace-promoting 
organizations such as Friends Comminee on 
National Legislation Education Fund, 
Friends World Comrninee for Consultation, 
Fellowship Of Reconciliation, CCCO, and 
so forth. Such donations are tax-deductible 
and thus also lower the amount of taxes we 
pay to our warlike government. 

Such an alternative action may suit 
some Friends who share my unwillingness 
to pay extra tax penalties as the price of 
tax resistance. 

George .UVinger 
Amherst, Mass. 

War taxes and a "penny poll" 
I want to express my gratitude for the 

March FRIENDS jOURNAL's focus on war 
and taxes. I am a tax resister and have been 
concerned about financial contributions to 
war for some time. Here at Friends House 
we did a "Penny Poll" where people could 
distribute pennies for government services 
as they chose and compare their choices 
with the FCNL poster of how the tax 
dollar is being spent. It was a fun way to 
educate ourselve5. 

Ruth Hyde Paine 
Santa Rosa, Cali£ 

Speaking our vision 
Friend Edward Dougherty's Epistle, 

"Bread for the Wilderness" (Fj Mar.) speaks 
Truth, is sensitive and nonjudgmental, and, 
to me, partakes of the same Spirit enlivening 
any of the New Testament canon in urging 
us in his words to "speak our vision." It 
alone is worth the FRIENDS jOURNAL 
subscription price. 

James Baker 
Nelson, B.C. 

Wild fire 
Anna Obermayer's observations of her 

experience at the Young Adult Friends' 
Gathering in Burlington, N.J. (F] May) were 
spiritually incendiary. Her message spoke to 
me in a way that was reminiscent of such 

·powerful and diverse Quaker mystics as 
George Fox, Rufus Jones, Elberr Russell, E. 
Stanley Eddington, and others. She puts her 
fmger on latent joys and enthusiasms of our 
precious Religious Society that cry to be 
reborn in our hearts and souls. 

The insight and spiritual clarity of this 
young woman's analysis of our Religious 
Society's condition as we begin the 21st century 
is nothing less than prophetic. She is correct 
in feeling the stirrings of change that cry out 
to be addrcised and heralded. The Religious 
Society of Friends is an experiential, joyful, and 
mystical way of life. Many have noted that it 
is and has been "ahead of its time." One would 
look in vain for any body of literature in the 
world to compare with the journals and leners 
left by early Friends with their unshakeable 
insistence on the liberating doctrine of the 
Inner Light. The hearts of these courageous 
prophets were on fire with their discovery of 
an immanent, personal communion with the 
Divine. Other religions had suggested this 
but it was never followed through in reality. 
Quakers, however, held this truth to veritable 
scientific scrutiny. And at the same time they 
formed a community with a structure of 
suppon for such a revolutionary treasure with 
its imperus to perfection and service. 

My prayer is that many will be moved by 
the message contained in Anna's compelling 
call. This young faith-filled Friend has spoken 

· eloquently and well of a thirst for spiritual 
satisfuction by Friends of all ages. Together, 
may we listen and "spread the fire." 

Dorothy S. /?jchards 
Delmar, N.Y. 

A perspective on military 
serv1ce 

Here we have, let us say, a 17- or 18-year
old youth. He will be graduating from high 
school in just another month or so. Beyond 
his high school diploma, which really is kind 
of an empty credential in today's job market, 
he has no prospects whatever for additional 
education, training, or experience-zilch, as 
it is often put. What does he Sb, who does he 
turn to, where does he go? "You, Too, Can 
Rein In Military Recruiters in the High 
Schools," by Nancy Howell and Judy Alves 
(F] Apr.) provides no viable a.nswers. If it were 
me, I can sure tell you where I'd be headed-

Continued on page 6 

5 



------- --------

n VIEWPOINT 

• • ·"Returning" and 
in Kenya 

" . . " receiving communities 

Friends, I must share 'With }UllDmething lD 

exciting and wonderful. 
As a volunteer 'With the Africa .MinNries 

Offia: here in Kenya, I~ been pnticipuing in 
the rrxttings of a net.\\Uikof~ QJaker peace 
organizations, including Africa Great lakes Ini
tiative, FrimckOumh 1m Tenus, andfrimck 
World Commitree lOr Consultation Thi<; {mt 

Janu:uy all the Frimck peace group; in &!:Africa 
cune together to distribure humanitarian relief to 
the inremally <lliplaced peoons (lOPs) who had 
been at:trlai and drivm fiom their homes in the 
pa;t-elecrion civil violena: in Kenya, Now, in the 
=nd pha<Je of the relief effOrts, Frimck are 
addressingthe~ofthe ~toftheiDPs 
and the tenSion that exists~ the IDPs and 
therommunities~drivmawayfiom The 
policy of the ~thas been 1D try ''enfuraxl 
peace," sending IDPs horne 'With protection, but 
~nekoows thar, 0\6' rime, thiswillnoc\IDlk 

The way Friends have approached this 
is impressive. In the spirit of seeing that of 
God in everyone, Friends have deter
mined that they will first simply listen to 
all sides in the initial stages and will not 
use labels with political overtones, like 
"the perpetrators" or "the victims" and 
especially wanted to avoid using the 
names of the involved tribes. T hey opted 

Forum 
continued .from page 5 

the nearest military recruiter's desk. 
The article fails to mention that military 

service has provided a viable and secure 
identity for untold thousands of anonymous, 
nondescript, and dejected youths, to say 
nothing at all of it being a deliverance from 
poverty. Granted, the day could well come 
when they are asked to make "the ultimate 
sacrifice" or to mete out that "last full 
measure· of devotion." But is this such an 
abomination in a still dangerous and 
terrifying world where death remains the 
only "sure thing" for any of us? 

Society has done, so it seems to me, an 
abysmally poor job of making our youth aware 
of the powerful force for good that the military 
can be, and indeed has been, in the shaping 
of the world in which we now live. When, 
for example, the American Civil War ended 
in 1865, the death-knell for slavery had been 
sounded, and it was heard the world over. 

6 

instead for the terms "returning community'' 
and "receiving community." Dave Zarembka, 
Director of AGLI, conducted three days of 
counselor training for the teams who will be 
doing this in the first two target communities, 
Turbo and Lugari. We talked about the Alter
natives to Violence Project, active listening, 
and the principles of group work. Then the 
whole group worked on a plan of action 
before doing some serious role playing. They 
wanted to anticipate all possible difficult 
moments in the upcoming meetings. 

The trained counselors were divided into 
· two teams who, in the following week, met 
with the local government District Officers to 
explain their mission. The two DOs were 
more than happy to receive assistance and 
immediately cooperated by organizing the 
first two meetings with the village elders, 
chiefs, and other leaders of the receiving com
munities, while another team met again with 
people in the IDP camps. The teams of coun
selors have since reported that it was tense at 
times but all the meetings actually went very 
well and they said they were glad to have been 
prepared, especially with the role playing. As 
anticipated, the villagers were suspicious at 
first and were uncertain that the Quakers were 
actually neutral and could be trusted. Howev-

Slavery everywhere just "petered out." Not in 
the sense that it just utterly vanished now and 
forever; but, as a legal, recognized institution, 
it was doomed. Historians did not even begin 
to discern this Fact until the 20th century was 
well under way. To all of the soldiers, sailors, 
and marines under President Lincoln's 
command, what can possibly be said to any 
or all of them except, "well done!" 

You say, let the utterances of Jesus be the 
ultimate guide to troubled youth in a 
troubled world. Fine, so Far as it goes. My 
guess is, however, that the typical youth of 
today may find at least some of Jesus' · 
utterances to be a little vague, maybe even 
contradictory, as do I to this very day (I am 
65). Accordingly, may I here lay out for the 
benefit of today's youth, a few short, simple 
utterances, which, from the days of my own 
bygone youth, have thrilled and inspired me, 
brief as they may be: 

"See you one, see you all-there--Master 
Lincoln, he be a co min', with his mighty army 

er, with great faith in the Peace Testimo
ny, much prayer, and trust in God's guid
ance, Friends were able to be accepted. 
The counselors were able to maintain a 
position of listening with open minds 
and actually created some trust. This was 
better than expected for a trial run at 
something never before attempted in 
Kenya. 

Friends would like us to continue to 
hold them in the Light· and pray that 
their efforts at peacemaking are successful 
and I am happy to pass along this mes
sage. It has been such a privilege to see so 
many Kenyans leaving their homes, fam
ilies, and jobs to travel so far by foot, bicy
cle, and minibus just to help bring peace 
to their country. Quakerism is alive and 
well in Kenya. 

"Amani Kenya." 

Lisa Stewart, Palm Beach Meeting 
in Lake Worth, Fla. 

Kisumu, Kenya 

and his mighty navy." -Liberated slave, after 
surrender of Gen. Robt. E Lee, April 1865. 

"Get thee home, warrior. Thy task is 
done." -The Holy Bible, Old Testament 

' 

Dennis E Roberts 
Spokane, Wash. 

Hazards of the suffix -ism 
According to the Shorter Oxford English 

Dictionary, "-ism" has several uses, including 
for words like organism and alcoholism, but 
the definicion I think should be of most 
interest to Friends is "[adherence to] a 
system of theory, belief, or practice (religious, 
philosophical, political, scientific, etc.)." 
Examples are Marxism, atheism, deism, 
hedonism, etc. The dictionary notes that 
personal noun forms and adjectival forms 
can be made of these -isms. Thus we can get 
persons who are Marxists, atheists, deists, 

Continued on page 65 
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The Declar 
by Paul Buckley 

S 
everal years ago, a local television 
station set up a table in a shopping 
mall and asked people to sign a peti
tion. What they didn't say was that 

the petition was a summary of the Bill of 
Rights from the U.S. Constitution. As you 
might expect: many shoppers didn't even 
stop and look, but surprisingly, of those 
who did stop, many refused to sign. The 
document, they said, was too radical, 
maybe even subversive. It made for a 
dandy piece on the news that night. 

As I was thinking about this special 
issue of FRIENDS JOURNAL, that story 
came to mind. The Declaration of 1660 
is known to many Friends as the first cor
porate statement of our Peace Testimony, 
but how many Quakers, I wondered, 
knew what it said? How many would 
agree with it? It seemed essential that a 
special issue on the Peace Testimony 
should include the text of the document 
to which so many trace that testimony. 

My recollection was that the text of the 
Declaration was reprinted in a number of 
yearly meetings' books of Faith and Prac
tice and that it was only a few paragraphs 
long. You can imagine my surprise when 
I found the complete text was a full five 
pages! (The text can be found on FRIENDS 
jOURNAL's website, <www..friendsjournal 
.org> -spelling and punctuation have been 
modernized to make it easier to follow). 

As to the questions above, I had to 
admit that I didn't know what it said, and 
I couldn't say if I agreed with it or not. 
Reading it and thinking about what it 
said were eye-opening. But before consid
ering the text, let me give you a brief 
description of the conditions under which 
it was written. 

BACKGROUND 
In 1660, England was ending the 

decade-long experiment in government 
commonly called the Commonwealth. 
Civil war had broken out in the 1640s, 

Paul Buckley is a member of North Meadow 
Circle of Friends in Indianapolis, Ind. He is the 
author of articles and books on Quaker history, 
faith, and practice. He conducts short courses, 
workshops, and retreats for Friends meeting;. 
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"The cry was, 'Arm, Arm' .... It was now 
grown dangerous passing the streets." 

-journal of George Fox, London, 1660 

and although there were political and eco
nomic issues that distinguished the vari
ous participants, religion was a major 
cause of the war-1 believe it was the 
most imponant one. There were three 
principal sides in the war: the King and 
the established Church, the Parliament 
and the Puritans, and the Presbyterian 
Scots. In 1649, the Parliamentary forces 
captured King Charles I and he was exe-

0 

Many Quakers had 

served in the 
m i I ita ry during. the 
English civil wars. In fact, 
when Quakers were forced to 
resign from the army, George 

Fox complained 
that it was unfair. 

cuted. Initially, Parliament ruled in his 
place, but afrer four years of near chaos, 
the commander of the army, Oliver 
Cromwell, took control. Although his 
tide was Lord Protector, he ruled like a 
king or a military dictator. 

Five years later, in 1658, Oliver 
Cromwell died and was replaced by his 
ineffective son, Richard Cromwell. Now 
the country truly descended into chaos 
and senior members of the military con- ~ 
spired to restore the monarchy. In 1660, ., :ii 
they brought Charles II, son of the last -~ J; 
king, to London and crowned him king. § · ~ 

.While much of ~e country was d 1 
relieved to have a familtar form of gov- t-.~ 
ernment restored, a small, radical group .E ~ 
called the Fifth Monarchy J'0en opposed ~ ~ 
it. They believed that Jesus was about to ~ -~ 
return to Earth, where he would become ~ ~ 
king of England. Under the Common- t -~ 
wealth the throne had been vacant and, to ~ ~ 
keep it empty for the coming of King Je-
sus, the}' attempted to ovenhrow the gov
ernment in January 1661 (the tenth month 
of 1660 under the old calendar). Their 
revolt was a dismal failure and those plot-
ters who were not killed during the insur
rection were hunted down and executed. 

Many in England believed that the 
Quakers had been involved in the plot 
and called for their heads. A royal procla
mation seemed to indicate that King 
Charles II might agree with them. The pur
pose of the 1660 Declaration was to refute 
these charges and it met with some success. 
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Although many Friends were arrested, no 
one was executed as an insurrectionist. 

THE DECLARATION 
There are several things to notice in the 

declaration, beginning with its title: ''A 
Declaration from the Harmless and Inno
cent People of God called Quakers." This 
is the central theme of the document
that Quakers are "harmless and inno
cent." To emphasize this point, the first 
subtitle (of three) is, ''Against all Plotters 
and Fighters in the World." Without 

- ../ 
'"Horsley~ Meeting of Friends, 
held in the street, broken up by the 
1670" 

naming the Fifrh Monarchy Men direct
ly, the intended message plainly was, "In 
particular, we are not among those who 
attempted to overthrow the king." 

Reading on, it quickly becomes appar
ent that this is a distinctly religious text, 
making spiritual claims, not political 
ones. It directly cites Scripture 11 times to 

support its case and refers to at least a 
dozen other verses in developing its argu
ment. The first citation is to the epistle of 
James and lays out the authors' under
standing of the causes of war. The decla
ration reads: 

We know that wars and fightings proceed 
from the lusts of men (as James 4:1-3), out of 
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which lusts the Lord hath redeemed us, and so 
out of the occasion of war. The occasion of 
which war, and the war itself (wherein envious 
men, who are lovers of themsdves more than 
lovers of God, lust, kill, and desire to have 
men's lives or estates) ariseth from the lust. 

The "lusts" referred to here are not 
merely sexual desires, but all human 
desires, including the desire for wealth 
and power, knowledge and recognition, 
praise and acclaim. War is declared to be 
the natural product of human desire and 
from this we can reasonably infer that, 
since desire lies in the heart of each per
son, war is inevitable. Nowhere does the 
Declaration denounce war itself or ask 
anyone else to give it up. It is only we 
Quakers who must "learn war no more." 

But why is fighting wrong for Friends? 
Several reasons are given, but ultimately, it 
comes down to one thing: God doesn't 
want us to fight and God does not 
change, i.e., no new or continuing revela
tion will ever contradict what was previ
ously revealed: 

T hat Spirit of Christ by which we are guided 
is not changeable, so as once to command us 
from a thing as evil, and again to move unto 
it. And we do certainly know, and so testify to 
the world that the Spirit of Christ which leads 
us into all Truth will never move us to fight 
and war against any man with outward 
weapons, neither for the Kingdom of Christ 
nor for the kingdoms of this world. 

Furthermore, Quakers cannot engage 
in violence because we are God's chosen 
people. Early Friends believed that others 
who called themselves "Christian'' really 
were not. All other sects were apostate; 
they had fallen away from the true path. 
We were, as the Declaration describes us, 
"the Elect People ofGod"-the only true 
Christians-and because of that, as it 
repeatedly emphasizes, we were necessari
ly "innocent and harmless." 

Reading the text, it is equally dear that 
this is not an antiwar statement. Many 
Quakers had served in the military during 
the English civil wars. In fact, when 
Quakers were forced to resign from the 
army, George Fox complained that it was 
unfair. Moreover, while he refused to serve 
in the military, George Fox recognized the 
right of the state to use violence to protect 
itself and its citizens. At one point, the 
Declaration asks that the government 
"turn your Swords . . . [against] the Sin
ners and Transgressors, to keep them 
down." In another paragraph, the govern-

ment is described as "the power ordained 
of God for the punishment of evil-doers." 
Even preemptive war could be justified. 
In a meeting with Oliver Cromwell, Fox 
chastised the Lord Protector for failing to 
use his army to overthrow the Pope. 

Finally, despite all its protestation of 
innocence, this is a deeply subversive doc
ument. First, only "outward weapons" are 
relinquished. The truly dangerous 
weapons, the spiritual ones, are retained. 
An outward weapon may harm the body, 
but it cannot hurt the soul. What is more, 
as the Declaration itself notes, spiritual 
weapons are sufficient to demolish any 
stronghold (2 Corinthians 10:4). 

Second, while distancing itself from 
the revolt of the Fifrh Monarchy Men, it 
declares: 

We do earnestly desire and wait, that (by the 
Word of God's power, and its effectual opera
cion in the hearts of men) the Kingdoms of 
this World may become the Kingdoms of the 
Lord and of his Christ; that he might rule and 
reign in men. 

Nowhere in the whole of the Declara
tion do the writers make an unequivocal 
pledge ofloyalty to King Charles II and his 
Parliament. On the contrary, it calls for 
them to be replaced by the rule and reign 
of God. It is no wonder that many believed 
the Quakers were awaiting the imminent 
return of King Jesus-they were. 

THEN AND Now 
In reading and thinking about the 

1660 Declaration, I've come to appreciate 
how very different it is from contempo
rary ideas about peace. It is both more 
realistic and more utopian than our for
mulations. It is realistic in seeing conflict, 
war, and fightings as inevitable products 
of human desire, and in accepting that 
governments can and do use violence as a 
way of achieving their goals. But at the 
same time, it is utopian in believing that 
God's power working on the hearts of 
men and women will some day end not 
just war, but the whole system of organ
ized violence on which our political 
organs depend. 

To the 12 Friends who signed the D ec
laration, being a Quaker meant faithfully 
ordering our lives solely to the will of 
God. They declared that those lives would 
testifY to peace--not to convince others 
or to change their behavior, but because a 
harmless and innocent life is unavoidable 
when one becomes a Friend. 0 
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What is a Peace Church? 
by Tom Ewell 

What does it mean to be a peace 
church in 2008? As a member 
of the Religious Society of 
Friends, I still often find 

myself challenged by Friends and others 
to try to define what this really means. 
What would constitute an attain
able, meaningful, yet challenging 
standard for a church or any reli
gious community to be a viable and 
vibrant peace church? I have con
cluded I would emphasize three 
primary criteria for defining a peace 
church that are consistent with core 
religious values and that lead us to 
the practice of peace in our person
al and social lives. 

The first is that a peace church 
cherishes the nonviolent teachings 
and examples of Jesus and others 
who lived exemplary lives of com
passion and nonviolence. It holds 
up the practice of peace as one of 
our highest personal virtues as it 
teaches and practices spiritual non
violence. A peace church also teach~ 
es the importance of supporting 
each other in lifestyles that empha

of kindness and active nonviolence?" 
Second, a peace church teaches and 

practices well-established conflict manage
ment skills. Disagreements are handled 
with ·care and empathy in "good Gospel 
order" because people take responsibility 

size empathy, kindness, and respect 
for ourselves, our family members, 
colleagues, neighbors, and the 
wider world--even our detractors 

What would constitute an 

attainable, meaningful, 

yet challenging standard?. and enemies. Spiritual nonviolence 
would include encouraging com
passion in our personal prayers and 
comm1,1nal worship and asking forgive
ness when we have harmed others. One of 
the original Quaker greetings was to ask, 
"Has thee been faithful?" A peace church 
version might ask, "Have we as individu
als and as a community been faithful to 
our Peace Testimony in the daily practice 

Tom Ewell is a member of Portland (Maine} 
Meeting who has now retired to Washington 
State where he attends Whidbey Island Worship 
Group. He served for 20 years as executive. direc
tor of Maine Council of Churches. He is a mem
ber of the Field Committee of Friends Commit
tee on National Legislation, where he has a par
ticular interest in encouraging outreach from 
FCNL to the wider ecumenical community. 
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to deal as directly as possible with those 
who have offended them. Nonviolent lan
guage and mediation skills are used to get 
beyond the inevitable conflicts and harm 
done to one another. It is understood that 
some level of conflict is both normal and 
healthy, but conflict is not allowed to 
affect the commitment to seek the greater 
good or sow divisions in our personal and 
civic lives. 

And fmally, a peace church actively 
pursues social justice in the local commu
nity and in the wider world. It attends to 
acts of mercy and humanitarian support 
for those who are victims of poverty, dis
crimination, deadly conflict, and other 
forms of oppression, but it also seeks to 

address, repair, and reconcile systemic 
injustice. By becoming attentive and 
aware of injustice, and by accompanying 
and allying with those who are oppressed, 
the peace church is motivated to serve and 
advocate through a discipline of active 

nonviolence. The peace church 
most particularly opposes violence 
and war, but even more important
ly it is vigilant to identify and 
address the sources of violence in 

~ 
the home, the school, the market- ·it 
place, and the political arena. A ~ 
peace church advocates and lob- ~ 
bies against dependence on ~ 
military might and instead ~ 
supports efforts at diplomacy and ~ 
disarmament. It seeks ways to sus- ~ 
tain our planet environmentally !' 
and socially and to create distribu- i§ 

tive justice by seeking to meet the ~ 
basic needs of all as a way of pre- ~ 
venting suffering, violence and war. ~ 
The peace church supports ~ 
cooperative approaches to estab- ~ 
lishing world law and addressing ~ 
humanitarian needs through agen- f 
cies such as the United Nations. 

I believe that a profound com
mitment to being a peace church 
under these guidelines will have the 
effect of deepening, nurturing, and 
invigorating our personal and cor
porate spirituality and our social 
witness. It will enrich and empow-

er our self-understanding and leadership 
as ministers of peace and reconciliation. 
And it will support our service and lead
ership in the community and beyond 
through our faithful, sustained, and sacri
ficial dedication to building and nurtur
ing the Beloved Community, the Com
monwealth of God. 

And while we may individually and 
collectively feel inadequate and unpre
pared to undertake the challenges of be
ing a peace church, I believe it is essen
tial that we try to do so. We live in a his
torical moment when the world is des
perate for spiritual leadership in peace-

. making that dedicated peace churches 
can provide. 0 
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Reconciling Religion with Philosophy 
by Harriet Hart 

I have been brought up a Quaker, and 
pacifism is the harmony to which the 
melody of my meager 20 years has 
been sung. It has always been there: 

a hwnming backdrop to the life I lead, a 
value held by my parents. Once I may 
have asked of my older brother, "Why 
must we pretend these guns we have made 
from card and tape are drills, and the 
game is builders not warriors?" "Because 
we don't want to upset Dad, we don't 
want his disapproving look," he replies. 

· Only now as I own my faith and claim 
that I am a Quaker-as the views of my 
parents are turned to be my own-must 
I confront this testimony, to root out the 
innate value, to question my condition
ing. This became a necessary action as a 
series of purely philosophical discussions 
on practical ethics made me realize that I 
was ignorant as to its working definition. 
Pacifism was a view to which I could not 
speak at that time. Thus I turned to the 
philosophy that brought this crisis of 
belief and hoped that it could restore my 
values-and that I might find a bridge to 
reconcile the two outlooks, the pure 
philosopher with the Quaker. In some way, 
I had to drift from the Peace Testimony in 
an effort to see it from afar and to truly 
appreciate its meaning, and its impact 
upon the way I live. This distance was 
achieved in the writing of a philosophical 
assignment; the difficulty I had with this 
was that it required me to put my faith to 

Harriet Hart is a member of Settle Local Meet
ing in Craven and Keighley Area Meeting, 
Britain Year(y Meeting. A student of English and 
Philosophy at University of East Anglia, she is 
serving on the editorial board for the Quaker 
Youth Book Project of Quakers Uniting in Pub
lications (QUIP). 

IO 

one side and question whether I could in 
fact trust my sense of the concept. 

So what did I discover? What reason
ing brought new life to my belief? Main
ly that the definition is glimpsed in con
duct but elusive and difficult to pin down 
in language. I discovered that in general 
use there is equivocation between paci
fism meaning singularly anti-warism and 
pacifism meaning r.ejection of both killing 
and of violence. I learned that it is impor
tant not to allow the majority use of a 
word to cloud our understanding of the 
deeper definition purely because people 
do not always act with moral integrity, 

Only now must I 

confront this testimony, 

to root out the innate 
value1 to question my 

conditioning. 
and their personal convictions may not be 
moral truths. T he more general objections 
to war were presented to me thus: war is 
something that causes damage to the 
Earth and its ecosystems; this is particu
larly relevant in modern warfare as the 
weapons being developed are ever more 
destructive. Society is dependent upon 
the environment (without the Earth 
humanity is nothing), and depending 
upon something for our existence is a log
ical reason for wanting to conserve it and 
all it has to offer. In addition to this, it is 
clear that wars use up dispropoit:ionate 

amounts of resources to what they actual
ly achieve. They waste life unnecessarily 
and disfigure relationships as the individ
ual's autonomy is removed. An army's sole 
purpose is to be as efficient in killing as a 
machine, and to follow orders precisely to 

achieve that. Soldiers no longer think for 
themselves in all respects, thus actions 
become reflexes and not subjects of moral 
reflection, as they should be. 

These general consequences of war 
represent one motivation for pacifism. As 
convincing as this seems, it is scrutinized 
by the sharp-eyed pacifist who finds cer
tain weakneSs in the practitioner who 
comes to this conclusion only in times of 
war. This critic's main argument is that 
this kind of limited understanding is a 
form of passivism rather than pacifism. 
The critic will claim that it is necessary for 
the motivation to be more substantial 
than just a two-dimensional opposition 
otherwise it could well be classed as 
immoral. Pacifists who do not live by their 
conviction-those who fail to strive for 
justice and work for peace within the 
world-may be accused of neglecting the 
weak and needy, who make moral 
demands on us through their vulnerabili
ty and powerlessness. If we do not strug
gle to ally with them when they need it 
most, are not our moral commitments 
brought into question? Pacifism, there
fore, must be a lifestyle choice that is 
ongoing rather than a simple rejection of 
one situation or a particular governmen
tal decision. 

Thus I find my link; I see that what is 
required of the philosophically sound pac
ifist is also required of the Quaker wishing 

Continued on page 5 i 
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(onfl ict in the life of Our Meeting: 
E'riends Reace Testimon)' at Work? 
by Arlene Kelly 

ears ago a Friend told the story of 
an order of Catholic nuns who 
lived by the discipline that if all 
copies of their Rule Book (the 

equivalent of our Faith and Practice) were 
lost or burned, it could be rewritten by 
observing their lives and how they were in 
community with each other. That anec
dote led me to ponder what would hap
pen if a stranger came into a Friends meet
ing and had no knowledge of the core 
beliefs of Friends other than by what 
could be observed. What would the per
son conclude Quakerism is? 

I particularly wonder what the stran
ger's reflections would be regarding how 
we deal with conflict. Our Peace Testimo
ny is one of the most precious dimensions 
of our faith; our invitation to the world is 
to join us in the transforming power of 
knowing that there are alternatives to vio
lence and domination when we stop de
fining others as "our enemies." Do we, in 
our meetings, testify through our actions 
to this assertion? 

Surely, in many meetings the stranger 
would discern that Friends do not favor 
war and would observe actions such as 
attending vigils, writing to members of 
Congress, and withholding the payment 
of war taxes. In many ways we do carry 
the message of our Testimony on Peace to 
the wider world. But what might the 
stranger observe about the care and nur
ture of that special seed within our meet
ing community? To be the possessor of a 
precious gift carries with it a special 
responsibility of stewardship. Our Peace 
Testimony is not a priceless vase to be kept 
protected on a high shelf lest it become 
chipped or scratched. It has authenticity 

Arlene Kelly, a member of Central Philadelphia 
{Pa.) Meeting, is a retired social worker. For 
many years she coordinated Friends Counseling 
Service of Philadelphia Yearry Meeting, and 
more recentry she was part of founding and 
developing the Center for Deepening and 
Strengthening Our Meetin!J, also a project of her 
yearry meeting. 

FRIENDS ]OURNAL}uly 2008 

only when it is taken down, used, and 
tested. And it is important not only that 
our testimony be tested in our day-to-day 
lives, bur also that we, the possessors of 
that gift, become experienced in the prac
tice of it. To the extent that we carry our 
message to the world but do not nurture 
it actively in the life of our meeting com
munity, we are audacious at best and hyp
ocritical at worst. 

I am sad to say that my experience 
teaches me that we have a wide gap 
between what we preach and what we 
practice when it comes to engaging and 
transforming the conflicts that arise in our 
meetings. And why is this? To the extent 
that we do fail to practice what we preach, 
is it due to our fear of conflict? Is it due to 
our lives increasingly being overtaken by 
the wider culture within which we live, 
thus leaving our faith to be one more 
thing we fit into a busy schedule rather 
than being the thing around which we 
organize our lives? Or, might it be due to 
our failure to recognize that some of the 
things we do to each other in communi
ty, indeed some of the things we do to 
avoid conflict, are essentially violent? 

Conflict comes unbidden, not only 
into our day to day lives, but into our life 
in community. Thus, the issue is not how 
to "avoid conflict," but rather, when it 
comes, how to engage it holistically, seek
ing a Spirit-filled resolution. Some more 
common opportunities to engage conflict 
include: 1) issues on which people have 
differing, deeply held views, such as the 
response to 9/11, same gender relation
ships/ marriage, and/ or what we teach our 
young people in First-day school, and 
what our expectations are of young peo
ple in worship; 2) decisions about the use 
of resources, human or financial, within 
the meeting, such as the level of support 
for a school under the care of the meeting 
or whether to undertake a building proj
ect; 3) how to relate to persons in the 
meeting who have very formed opinions; 
and 4) the entry or possible entry of a per-

son into the community who is seen to be 
a threat to the safety of others. 

Unfortunately, when unbidden con
flicts arise, we too often slip into behavior 
which is the antithesis of what our faith 
teaches. In some meetings, skills in avoid-

We have a wide gap 
between what 
we preach and 

what we practice 
when it comes to engaging 

and transjjJrming 
the corijl icts that 
arise in our meetings. 

ing conflict have been honed to a fine 
point of perfection. In meetings for which 
conflict avoidance is a part of their pattern 
we may notice things such as vague min
utes that obscure non-decision. Silence in 
the meetinghouse is sometimes made up 
for by "parking lot meetings," in which 
Friends collar their friends and express the 
views withheld inside-though seldom 
do such conversations cross lines of dif
ference. Another way in which conflict is 
avoided, perhaps unconsciously, is by 
making statements which imply that all 
Friends in the meeting are of a similar per
suasion-all are Democrats (or Republi
cans), all are opposed to the war in Iraq, 
all are Christians (or Universalists), etc. 
The effect of such generalizations is that it 
makes it very risky to be "other." 

Another example of lost opportunities 
for creative engagement occurs when a 
given person's behavior is seen to be un
helpful to the life of the community. Often 
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an inordinate amount of the community's 
energy is put into changing that person
an effort likely doomed to failure. That 
misdirection of energy, however, can keep 
the meeting from focusing on issues more 
at the heart of its life together. In some 
instances the misdirected focus succeeds 
in keeping all conflict, except that caused 
by the "troublemaker," at arm's length. A 
final example is that which arises when 
misunderstanding of Friends' decision
making process leads meetings to grant a 
de-facto veto power to each person pres
ent, thus causing an item involving a 
point of difference to be stopped dead in 
the water by one person's declaration that 
s~he won't consider moving forward in a 
gtven way. 

The choice ·made by some 

meetings facing 

unhealed hurts 
from earlier situations 

has been to acknowledge that 

there is an elephant 
in the middle of the room, 

so to speak, and to then 

begin healing. 
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Even if we were not under the special 
weight of having our meeting communi
ties exemplify our Peace Testimony, I 
believe we should be deeply disturbed as 
Friends by the price we are paying for 
often not dealing more effectively with 
conflict when it arises. In my experience, 
the costs include: 1) a lack of intimacy in . 
many of our meetings when the fear of 

. encountering difference precludes deep 
sharing; 2) people being hurt, angered, 
or discouraged when initiatives are 
blocked by differences or a lack of trust; 
or 3) the silent exiting of people because · 
of disillusionment. 

The good news is that many meetings 
are increasingly aware of their need to 
engage the conflict that is inherent to the 
life of any healthy meeting. Uoyd Lee 
Wilson, in Essays on The Q;.taker Vi>ion of 
Gospel Order, writes, "Meeting becomes a 
divine Potter's wheel, where we are shaped 
into the form which as yet exists only in 
the mind of God. . . . Meeting is not a 
place of shelter from the world so much 
as a place where we are shaped in order to 
become God's instrument in the world." 

-what are some of the ways in which 
we see that deeper shaping and molding 
manifest in the life of a meeting? 

COMMUNITY 

A strong and resilient meeting has a 
dear sense of itself as a community and not 
just a place to which a wide variety of per
sons come for their individual fulfillment. 
This includes a shared sense that there is 
a common endeavor to which one is giv-

ing energy and commitment. In a 
strong meeting, people come with an 

awareness of the need for their con
tribution to the common effort. 
Most meetings have not gone 
through the work of articulating 
who the meeting is, as a commu
nity. There is strong value, I 
believe, in answering questions 
such as: What is the glue that 
holds us together? What does it 
mean to be a Friends meeting? 
How are we different from a 
church down the street, or the 

local antiwar coalition? What are 
our expectations of each other for 

sharing the work of the meeting, and 
in regard to how we will deal with dif

ferences when they arise? What does it 
mean to be a member of the meeting? 

Opening conversation on 
some of these questions may 

be scary since it will bring into the open 
that we have a range of views on these 
matters. Can we take the risk of opening 
ourselves to hearing each other, and trust 
that if we listen deeply the Spirit will 
guide us to a place of understanding-a 
very basic tenet of our faith? For meetings 
that have undertaken such conversations 
in a Spirit-led way, the rewards have been 
rich. Not doing so can mean moving 
along for a good period of time without 
any .overt conflict, but that tranquility can 
hide a ticking time bomb. 

For example, two people may be asked 
to undertake a clearness for membership 
and find themselves dealing with an appli
cant 

1
who describes his/her faith journey 

and beliefs in ways which are likely to 
clash with those of some current mem
bers. Without resolving this, they bring a 
recommendation finding the person clear 
(or not dear) for membership. At month
ly meeting either of two things could 
occur: 1) people will remain silent though 
not in agreement, thus adding one more 
thing to the pile of festering hurts, or 2) 
some will speak up, making it clear that 
the ·committee's assumptions are not 
shared, leaving the meeting with a choice 
between going deeper or continuing to 
avoid dealing with underlying issues. 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS 

Meetings that have a strength and · 
resilience in engaging conflict in a Spirit
led way are likely to be ones in which peo
ple active in the life of the meeting have 
developed relationships with each other 
that extend beyond Sunday worship 
and/or committee service. This can come 
about in any number of ways that are nat
ural to the life of the meeting: meeting 
work days, intergenerational service proj
ects, book discussion groups, potluck 
lunches or dinners etc. Such opportuni
ties help us to know each other more ful
ly, and, ideally, they lead to a natural, non
threatening sharing around points of dif
ference. These relationships help to build 
a more solid foundation by which the 
community can be well served when it 
hits a rough patch. 

EARLY INTERVENTION 

Meetings can be helped in dealing cre
atively with conflict by having the vision 
to recognize a potentially divisive issue 
when it first appears on the horizon-and 
then planning accordingly. This lesson 
was taught compellingly in an experience 
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in my own meeting, nearly 40 years ago. 
We owned two meetinghouses, and 
through an arduous process we deter
mined that one would be sold. At the 
business meeting in which the decision 
was made and a tidy sum, $700,000, was 
received, Henry Cadbury said, following 
the decision, "This money will be the ruin 
of this meeting." The meeting took that 
warning very seriously, and though it 
would be several months to a year until . 
the money carne into our hands, a Pro
ceeds Committee was immediately estab
lished. It had a clear charge of bringing a 
recommendation to monthly meeting 
regarding the right use of the money, and 
it was deliberately constituted with people 
who held a wide range of views on how 
the proceeds should be handled. The Pro
ceeds Committee met regularly and wres
tled mightily in seeking unity among its 
members. 

It also organized a series of small group 
meetings, to give everyone involved in the 
meeting a similar opportunity. These were 
held in peoples' homes, and again they 
were deliberately constituted to bring 
together a range of views. 

REMEMBER THE C OMMON 

GROUND 

The small group of which I was a part 
offered another lesson. Before starting the 
discussion one of our wiser members ob
served, "We're about to start talking about 
our different views on the right use of the 
$700,000. I suggest that before we do that 
we start by sharing on what we feel we 
hold in common as Friends and as mem
bers of the meeting." We always need to 
be called back to that place. Who are we? 
What binds us together? When the report 
of the Proceeds Committee was brought 
to monthly meeting after a 12-month 
process, its report was thoughtfully re
flected on by the meeting, some questions 
were posed for the Committee to speak 
to, and after less than 45 minutes it was 
given a firm approval. 

PARTICI PATION FROM TH E 
BEGINNING I N A CHALLENGING 

D ISCUSSION 

It was several years later that I learned 
another very valuable lesson. This relates 
to a situation many of us have encoun
tered: persons holding a strong opinion 
pro or con show up at the 11th hour 
when a difficult decision is being made 
and want their view to be given full 
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weight, though it is absent the benefit of 
all reflections that have gone before. The 
lesson is simply this: at the front end of a 
process undertaken to deal with a chal
lenging issue, all who are active in the life 
of the meeting should be reminded of the 
responsibility to take part in the process 
from the beginning in a spirit of openness, 
allowing ourselves to be changed. If we 
forego that aspect of the decision making, 
in the absence of a good reason for having 
done so, then we forgo the privilege of hav
ing a strong voice in the decision to be made. 

A meeting does not always have the 
foresight, or indeed the luxury, of seeing a 
challenging issue coming at it. Neverthe
less, there are certain matters that we can 
predict will be major challenges for most 
meetings. These issues warrant a holistic 
process for sharing information, gathering 
questions and concerns, and building 
toward a unity. These include, for exam
ple: building projects; the meeting's com
ing into a significant unrestricted sum of 
money; the undertaking of a major new 
project such as opening a school under 
the care of the meeting; or addressing an 
issue such as same gender marriage, and 
whether such should be taken under the 
care of the meeting. 

LI NGERING HURTS 

Some meetings that are trying to deep
en their capacity to deal with conflict have 
recognized that they are hampered in that 
effort because of festering wounds 

then becomes: what can we do now, in 
this present time, to enable the parties to 
lay down the emotions being carried and 
to begin to rebuild trust? 

Another key question is: What can we 
learn from what has happened that will 
help us avoid getting into a similar situa
tion in the future? Would it make a dif
ference if we had clarity on how to handle 
conflict in the moment it arises? Would 
clearer committee processes and ways of 
making decisions help? What created our 
vulnerability in this past situation, and 
what can we do to make ourselves stronger 
as a meeting? 

T ENDING THE ROOTS 

Finally, in our effort to be faithful in 
our ~itness to our Peace Testimony in the 
life of the meeting, the essential challenge 
is to remain grounded in our faith and 
what it teaches us. Sandra Cronk put it 
simply and dearly when she said, "In a 
world which desires the fruit but does not 
understand the root of the Peace Testimo
ny, we who would live this witness must 
take care not to succumb to the notion 
that the fruit can exist independent of the 
root." A J. Muste said essentially the same 
thing in different words, "There is no way 
to peace; peace is the way." We may stum
ble in our effort, but the power of our wit
ness and the authenticity of our testimo
ny are made real in our effort to let our 
own lives speak. 0 

or unhealed hurts from earlier situ
ations. Usually this is not overt; nev
ertheless, it can have a corrosive 
effect. The choice made by some 
meetings facing this challenge has 

Trouble Comes to Meeting 

been to acknowledge that there is an 
elephant in the middle of the room, 
so to speak, and to then begin heal-
ing. The process will vary according 
to the circumstances and the meet-
ing undertaking it. There are, how-
ever, certain key elements. These 
include recognition that there is sel
dom a way to undo what has been 
done. We need to listen deeply to 
the hurt and anger that is the 
residue of the past, and to under
stand the experience from the per
spective of each of the parties. But 
we also need, I believe, to avoid the 
trap of debating perceptions from 
the past. Recognizing that the emo-
tion is real, but the act causing it 
cannot be undone, the question 

Trouble comes to Meeting 
when we come with a purpose 
and would have Friends be 

an instrument for that. 

But we are bid to meet 

the Author of our purposes 
and make of ourselves 
an instrument for That. 

-Bruce Nevin 

Bruce Nevin lives in Edgartown, Mass. 
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How I Became a Pacifist: 
An Interview witlrl Lee Thomas 
by Susan Corson-Finnerty 

I've known Lee Thomas, a member of 
Louisville (Ky.) Meeting, for a number of 
years. I am aware that he served in the 
military during World "War II and that he 
was one of the first U.S. citizens to arrive 
at Hiroshima after the bomb was dropped. 
Knowing that the number of people stiO 
living who had that experience is growing 
smaller, I wanted to ask him to teO us 
about it, and how it affected him 
personally. Lee is currently chair of the 
board of Universal Woodr and executive in 
residence at Ba/Jarmine University School 
of Business. This interview took place in 
October 2007 

FJ: How did you feel about the war 
effort? Were people at that time okay 
with it? 

Lee: Well, sure. Everyone then was gung
ho. My parents were gung-ho. 

FJ: How did you end up in the military? 
Were you drafted? 

Lee: Yes. 

FJ: Tell us what it was like for you 
when you heard about the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor. 

Lee: It brought us into the war, and at 

Hiroshima, August, 
1945: looking 
northwest from the 
explosion center 

that point, we thought the Japanese were 
evil. And, of course, Hitler was evil. We 
didn't have an ally in Stalin yet, butlater 
on I became aware of the slave labor 
camps in Siberia, and of all the horrible 
things that Stalin did. I saw hate films 
about the Japanese; we saw these in order 
to get us to kill. At this point, I was just 
an ordinary soldier, going to war, because 
I believed in it. 

FJ: You went to the Pacific theatre? 

Lee: Yes, I went to the Pacific. I 
experienced some pretty brutal things 
there. 

Susan Corson-Finnerty, publisher and executive FJ: Where were you situated? 
editor of FRIENDS jOURNAL, is a member of Ger-
mantown Meeting in Phikulelphia, Pa. Lee: Mindanao, in the Philippines. We 
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everything that moved. When we entered 
Santa Cruz, we went into a service station. 
I went over and we moved a body off the 
stool, and I sat down and ate my lunch. 
How callous can you get? He looked 
about 30 years old; I didn't know what 
kind of family he had. He was Japanese. 

FJ: So the experience of being on the 
front lines was very desensitizing? 

Lee: Yes. You get to where you're not a 
person, you're an animal! It's terrible. 

FJ: Were you aware of the firebombing 
of Dresden? 

Lee: I didn't know anything about it at 
that point. 

FJ: So U.S. soldiers in the Pacific theatre 
didn't know anything about that; you 
didn't know how many people were dying 
in these mass ~gs? 

Lee: No. 

FJ: When did you learn about that? 

Lee: I think I read about it when we were 
on occupation duty in Japan. 

FJ: Tell us how you ended up in Japan. 

Lee: We made an amphibious landing on 
Saragani Bay on Mindanao after we 
finished at Santa Cruz. And we fought 
way up into the mountains. Later, I was 
on another LCM (Landing Craft 
Manpower) for the invasion of Japan, and 
we were anchored just off of Japan. Given 
the character of the people, and the fact 
that we were waiting there to be the first 
in, we were convinced that we were all 
going to die because the first in were 
going to get killed. The second and third 
wave--some of them would survive. That 
was what we figured was the plan. 

FJ: Did you know the reputation of the 
Japanese--that it was a point of honor to 
fight to the death, and that was going to 
be incredibly difficult on the ground 
with them? 

Lee: We knew; we knew it was going to 
be a nasty, nasty war. We figured we were 
done, and we were going to die. Then, at 
2:00PM o~ August 6, 1945, we were 
called down in the hold of the ship to 
listen to the new:s of the bomb. It saved 
our lives. We had a party. We got drunk 
It saved our lives! The war was soon over 
and the surrender was signed. 
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Lee: 1 was soon m t11roshtma. 

FJ: Tell us about it. 

Lee: Well, the people who were left had 
made lean-tos because it was still warm 
enough to use that for cover from 
precipitation. People exist, I don't say you 
live, but you exist. They poked holes in the 
water-filled cover at the corner. Put pegs in, 
take a peg out, catch the water. Everything 
was radioactive. None of us knew it. 

FJ: When you first saw Hiroshima, tell us, 
what was it like? There must have been 
people with horrible burns, so many 
people who were so sick that they could 
not be saved. 

Lee: There were people begging to die, 
there were chunks of human beings all 
over the street. Just chunks. I was told 
about this. I was on a train and could see 

It was unbelievable 

v 

· FJ: What was the relationship with the 
Japanese like when the U.S. troops came in? 

Lee: We were putting some money in the 
economy; that was doing something 
right. We paid decently. So, I never 
experienced any recrimination. I was able 
to make friends. 

FJ: That's amazing. There wasn't a deep 
resentment? 

Lee: No! 

FJ: Once you realized the extent of the 
devastation, did any of you have a 
different feeling about it? 

Lee: Yes, we were all horrified that this 
would happen. And of course, the 
Japanese were "animals." But, the next 
thing, here we are passing out checks and 

making friends. Now, now the 
shock hits. The shock hits. I 
have killed God's children. 

devastation from a single 
bomb. But, the next thing, 

here we are passing out checks 

FJ: Do you remember the 
moment that happened? It 
sounds like quite a revelation. 

Lee: It was an epiphany. I was 
going home, and this elderly 
Japanese man came over to 
the train station to wish me 
bon voyage. and making friends. 
FJ: And that's when it hit you? 

Now, now the shock hits. 

The shock hits. I have killed 

God's children. 

a little of it. I am trying to remember 
what happened 63 years ago. 

FJ: How do you become hardened to that· 
kind of thing? How do you cope with 
that kind of inhumanity? 

Lee: This is what made me a pacifist! 
You can't! 

It was unbelievable devastation from a 
single bomb. Looking at this and seeing 
how many people-how many thousands 
of people--how many tens of thousands 
of people were killed was unbelievable. 
And, recognizing there was another city 
not very far away that suffered a similar 
thing-it's a shock 

When we got on occupation duty, they 

Lee: Yes, but it was gradually 
building. Because you know, 
you work with these people. 

FJ: What was the Japanese 
attitude about all this? 

Lee: They realized that if they 
had the bomb, they would've used it. 
That was a universal thing. That's why 
they didn't have the bitter blame that I 
had expected. And they also recognized 
that if we had ground warfare it would 
also have cost a lot oflives on both sides. 

FJ: That is said about the use of shock 
weapons: that, in the end, it saved 
perhaps a million lives. How did you feel 
about that at the tim~? 

Lee: The bomb obviously saved American 
lives, but it cost a lot ofJapanese lives. 
The thing that Americans are quick to 
forget is that the bomb made it safe for 
Stalin to continue the slave labor camps. 

Continued on page 53 
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Risen Outcast 

Leaving the house where the Hiroshima survivor 
bared her story, I see her open mouth crying out 
of the pale shocked face of the moon. 

Your white clothes, Miyoko, 
saved you from turning to ash 
that morning you saw something 
incandescent fall from a plane. 

Twelve years old, your skin melting 
off your arms, your hands, you ran 
in your underwear for the bridge. 
You were so hot, so hot. You and 
a classmate waded into the water 
but fire was coming toward you 
from the city. Your friend couldn 't 
run. "Tell our teacher I am here," 
she gasped. Fifty years later, 
her eyes are still pleading 
when you wake in the night. 

It was a flash like a thousand suns, 
but now it is the moon, the hollow-eyed, 
still calling in the dark for help. 

You cried when you first looked 
in the mirror. After graduation 
no one would hire you or ask 
to hold your hand. You were 
an outcast, a reminder. 
Twelve surgeries, five months 
of hoping. They gave you 
work with orphans who were blind. 
On Sundays you sang hymns 
with Christians and felt love. 

Your brother sickened from 
the radiation. Died. It killed 
your father, then your brother's wife. 
They left three children to your care. 
You lost a breast. 

But waxing underneath that cage of ribs, 
a moon, its mouth fixed in a silent outcry 
from the innocent. 

You saw that there were good 
Americans. And Japanese who 

wanted atom bombs themselves. 
You saw the money needed 
for the radiation sickness. 
Saw the weapons as the thieves, 
and war, the criminal. 
You saw there must be protest, 
laws in every land against it. 
Saw that people wouldn't know, 
or would forget, the horror 
if you didn't make it real. 

You learned the tongue of those 
who dropped the bombs, 
wrote up and memorized 
your story, joined in delegations. 
Screwing shut your eyes with effort, 
time and time again you burned 
and ran and left your friend 
beside the river. 

It is flashbulbs now 
that you must brave. They 
blaze across your seeing, 
but you bow and thank 
the ones who listen. Say, 
"It is an honor to be here." 

The moon goes with me as I drive away, 
a risen outcast, scarred, reflecting fire 
and calling, calling from the sky. 

-Helen ~aver Horn 

Helen "Weaver Horn lives in New Marshfield, Ohio. 
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Munchkins in War, 1962 

Choices were simple in those days. 
Everyone wanted to be Glinda 
The Good Witch, no one wanted 

to be the Wicked Witch of the West. 
Girls like me, who failed to be clearly 
either, got to be munchkins, got to skip 

down the painted paper road singing 
follow-follow-follow-follow, got to rehearse 
for relentless hours after school, off base. 

I cannot remember what we wore, how 
we fixed our hair, who held my hand 
as we skipped down the yellow paper road-

I remember October darkness after dress 
rehearsal, five or six military brats coming 
home, singing loudly in a crowded car, 

reaching the locked gates sti ll singing 
follow-follow-follow-follow, I remember 
men with guns surrounding the car, 

I remember October, I remember Cuba
Someplace far to the south, li ke Glinda-
1 remember rolling down my window 

to tell the men not to worry, we were 
only little munchkins, nothing wicked-
1 remember the gun. The gun in my face. 

A young man's frozen eyes in a frozen 
face. I remember the gun being cocked. 
I remember a trigger finger, twitching. 

After that, I knew it would not be easy 
to tell good &om wickedness. After that, 
I kn being small offered no protection. 

-Patricia Monaghan 

Ptllriei4 Monaghan IMs in ~. Ill 
~ Pttbici4 Mf»>lllhan; fonn Txr book Homefront 
('Arr/T,J, Communiaztions). 
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from a United States Army Officer 

by David Gosling 

I 
cannot tell you _much about the 
Peace Testimony of Friends; I have 
only read about it in books. I have 
not witnessed it in action-I was not 

in Germany after the World Wars, I was 
not in. Africa anytime in the past two 
decades, I was not on Nantucket during 
the Revolution, and I have not been in 
any of the countless other places where 
Quaker witness has proved so indispensa
ble, so vital, in the process of healing those 
wounds opened by violent conflict. I can 
say something about warfare, however, 
and I can speak to the violence in our cul
ture as a young man whose perspective on 
both humanity and society was shaped by 
the false gods of my youth. That is per
haps a unique perspective for a professed 
Quaker to hold, but it was this witness 
that led me back to the quiet embrace of 
the Friends; to the white walls and pol
ished, dark benches where I sat as a child 
and listened to the breeze. 

I spent 15 months in Iraq as an 
Infantry officer in the United States Army 
from August 2006 to November 2007. I 
was exposed to dangers and experienced a 
share of the trials that accompany 
wartime service. I knew and was friends 
with several men who were killed or 
severely wounded, but the majority of my 
unit trudged through the affair unscathed, 
at least on the surface. Now, sitting at 
home in comfort and safety, I feel the 

Captain D.R Gosling, United States Ann} 
Infantry, 1Oth Mountain Division, was raised 
in Sewanee, Tenn. He received his BA .from Uni
versity of Colorado at Boulder in 2004. He is a 
graduate of US. Anny Ranger School, Airborne 
School, and Air Assault School, and spent 15 
months in Sadr AL Yusifiyah, Iraq, approxi
mately six miles southwest of Baghdad in the so
called "Triangle of Death. " He has been a spo
radic attender ofWest Hartford (Conn.) Meet
ingfor the past two years when he has been able 
to get thert. He wiU. be attending Earlham 
School of Religion in the foU. 2008. He p!dns to 
pursue a career in either prison ministry or reli
gious writing. 
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impact of war beneath that surface 
between the light of my inner being and 
the posturing, fragile state of my outward 
self. I am far too inexperienced in the con
templative life to pin this feeling down, to 
demand from it the answers I so badly 
want to find. I don't think I will ever ful
ly comprehend this sense of brokenness, 
but perhaps it is a good thing to have 
inside; its weight may ground me when 
my head starts to scrape the clouds. 

Combat has a double-edged nature. It 
expands the human perspective on life, 
but thrashes the individual humanity of 
those who experience it. For the first, it 
helps me to imagine the individual's per
spective on life as a slide rule with notched 
markings to be moved back and forth, 
depending on the variety of experience, 
and the resulting insight gathered. Up to 
the point when I entered military service, 
my slide rule was moved only a few 
notches in either direction. Making 
friends, playing sports, finding romance, 
learning algorithms and the dates of the 
Civil War, and the flight times of spar
rows, etc.-all of these gave me a some
what varied, but ultimately limited per
spective on our nature and world. Every
thing was experienced within the protec
tive confines of U.S. life and nestled in the 
well-worn layers of what I will call the tri
fecta of assumptions (security, sustenance, 
and superiority). 

Military experience pushed me out of 
this protective cocoon, into a world full of 
jagged edges, harsh words, and cold cal
culation. Suddenly I was surrounded by 
very angry, very grown men calling me 
names of the rare and exclusively military 
variety. Later I was introduced to sleep 
deprivation and starvation, overt stress and 
physical exhaustion, extreme discomfort, 
and mental anguish-all a good indica
tion of things to come in Iraq. My time 
overseas pushed the slide rule of my life 
even further beyond its previous limit as I 
saw and experienced events beyond my 
inchoate reality: siblings beating one 

another for pieces of candy thrown from 
our vehicle; children cold and blue with 
impending death on the medical stretch
er in our patrol base; arms and legs pul
verized into a red mash by lED explo
sions; executed locals stuck underwater in 
canal drains; a suicide bomber's face lying 
flat on the road like a mask, with no head 
or body attached. These images and many 
more pushed me beyond what I previous
ly thought of as "the world." 

I am grateful for this bewildering, pain
ful expansion of my horiwns. 

If the experience gained from overseas 
service was a pool of possibility and 
growth, however, then the repercussions 
of those experiences-the damaging mem
ories, resulting emotions, and harmful 
actions-compose the dark drain plugs 
swirling and sucking the potential for 
growth out with wrathful delight. In ret
rospect I am amazed at how much com
bat broke me--or ifl was already broken, 
then how clear my brokenness seemed in 
the aftermath of my experiences. I some
times feel like a butterfly on a pin board: 
dead and lost and insignificant, but mor
bidly, strangely beautiful in my broken
ness. I can see the parallel between the 
split (albeit lopsided) nature of combat, 
and my own torn soul; one part of me has 
grown dark, angry, and vicious, while the 
other part of me has seen the former and 
recoiled in opposition, becoming noble, 
upright, and worthy. It is a clearer dis
tinction in my soul than in combat itself, 
where even the "good" is rarely something 
in which to rejoice. 

Compassion seems to be the most 
hard-struck of the virtues in my own per
son, which is a terrible turn of fate when 
you consider it as an amalgamation, a 
wonderfully spun web of all the best in 
life: beauty, love, empathy, and kindness. 
War historians and other military admir
ers glorify the bond formed between com
batants as they rely on one another to per
form and survive. The truth is, war 
divides you from your fellow beings by 
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drawmg some close and pushing others 
away. Jesus taught us to love our enemies, 
but it seems the powerful nations of the 
world insist on doing the opposite, and 
we are no exception. Our soldiers come to 
view whole cultures and peoples as use
less, dangerous entities to be dealt with at 
a distance--or not at all. It is a result of 
the services we perform; emotional in
volvement on any level will only make it 
harder to do the job in the end. People 
cease to be human, or if they are still 
human in thought, they cease to be wor
thy of the life granted them. 

I will recount an experience of mine as 
an example. One day I walked as an ob
server with one of the squads in my com
pany. We arrived at a mud-brick home 
lining a typical dirt path in our part of the 
country, where waterways and reed lines 
were more pervasive than desert and sand. 
As the soldiers cleared the house I went 
behind to check the back escape. I found 
two mentally handicapped children, per
haps five to six years old, chained and 
naked on the ground. They were caked in 
their own feces and exposed to the ele-

I don't think I will ever 

fully comprehend 
this sense of 

brokenness. 

ments in the 130-degree heat oflraq. I felt 
a tinge of disgust and helplessness, but 
nothing more. I was unable to conjure the 
surge of righteous indignation I felt was 
somehow expected of me as an upright 
U.S. citizen presented with injustice. My 
soldiers were the same, if not worse. Some 
of them laughed. I ordered the children 
cut loose, and we moved on. There were 
people trying to kill us, and people we 
were trying to kill. The plight of those 
children did not register in our stark envi
ronment; they were gray matter in a black 
and white world. The most beautiful 
aspect of compassion is that it does not 
deal in black and white, but in the messy 
and incomprehensible world of grayness 
in between. There was room for compas
sion on that day, with those children, but 
the demands of a real enemy forced a cal
lous hand to blanket the situation and the 
opportunity for compromise. This is all 
too common in the realm of combat. 

War can also strip us of our moral 
integrity. The Army lays down "values" as 
guidelines for soldierly conduct. These 
values are a machination to justify the 
actions of men and women in combat, a 
way to make soldiers take life and give up 

their own lives in the name of higher 
ideals with labels such as "Courage," "Val
or," "Honor," and "Selfless Service." The 
generals or politicians who came up with 
this idea, I feel safe to assume, thought the 
Seven Army Values were a proper guideline 
to be used by soldiers when faced with sit
uations demanding the taking of life, 
which, coincidentally, is a violation of true 
Christian principle. To this superim
posed, artificial dogma I say these "ideals" 
are non-existent on the battlefield, a thin 
vapor of word and thought with no spir
itual or mindful backing, which evaporate 
as soon as rounds are fired or explosions 
erupt. Soldiers lucky enough to hold deep 
convictions may rely on their belief sys
tem, but many, many more act out of 
their immediate and natural desire to live 
to see the next day. They are forced into 
action because inaction means bodily 
harm; rote mechanism takes over, and sol
diers perform as trained. This means 
countless young men and women, who 
hold some semblance of God or human
ity in the highest reaches of their minds
but have not solidified these beliefs . into 
any lasting and permanent structur~ 
betray those fledgling ideals either by 
taking life or acting below their God
given humanity. This is my concept of an 
integrity violated-not the human-made 
orthodoxy espoused by the military 
chain of command, but a very real, very 
painful divide from our Creator 
through our own actions. Integrity-
real integrity-is not under the juris
diction of the military chain of com
mand nor the political leaders in 
Washington. It rests on the weary 
backs of the individual soldiers, 
often young and inexperienced, 
who will bear the burden of their 
actions for the rest of their lives no 
matter what the justification. 

For myself, I remember having 
my finger on the trigger of my 
weapon when I realized with dis
turbing lucidity that taking life 
was inherently against human 
nature and wrong-yet my fin
ger did not move from its posi
tion, and my eye did not stop 
scanning the reed line in front 
of me or the palm grove 
down the road. I had neither 
the fortitude of the saints in 
dropping my weapon and 

Continued on page 52 
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hs 3:45AM when my pager wakes me. I 
speak to a man who is quite upset: his sister 
has just died-at the end of a long illness, 
but unexpectedly soon-and his sister's son 
is on active duty in the military, stationed 
overseas. The caller needs to get a message 
to his nephew through the Red Cross so the 
young man can get leave for his mother's 
foneraL I walk the caller through giving 
me all the information I need-his sister's 
information, the hospice information, his 
nephew's name, social security number, and 
military address-and promise him I'll get 
back to him just as soon as I can. I call the 
hospice agency and page the hospice nurse, 
who confirms the ckzte, time, and cause of 
cleath. I send the message through the Red 

Stafa Morgan-Appel has been an attender of 
Central Philadelphia (Pa.) Meeting since 1997 
and of Ann Arbor (Mich.) Meeting since 2005. 
She co-coordinates the Healing Center at Friends 
General Conference Gatherings; serves as treas
urer for Friends for Lesbian, Ga)! Bisexual, 
Transgender, and Q;teer Concerns; and is active 
in Pagan Quaker ministry and spiritual nurture 
ministry. The opinions and beliefi stated in this 
article are those of the author only. They do not 
reflect the opinions, beliefi, or positions of the 
American Red Cross. This article is not endorsed 
by the American Red Cross. To protect confiden
tiality, none of the information about individu
als comes .from actual cases; these situations are 
compiled ftom typical kinds of cases. 
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Cross system and call the man back to tell 
him the message has been sent and that 
we requested that his nephew call him as 
soon as he receives it. I explain that because 
his nephew is in Iraq and the activity level 
there is very high right now, it may take 
longer for the message to go through and 
he may not hear ftom his nephew for 
several ckzys. 

rm driving home ftom work when my 
pager goes off. I pull over and talk to a 
woman whose son was just in a motor 
vehicle accident and is near cleath. She is 
very calm. She wants her ckzughter to come 
home so the family can all clecide together 
about taking him off life support. I talk to 
the charge nurse in the ICU and gather all 
the information that command will need 
to clecide whether or not to grant leave, 
including the medical team's 
recommenckztion for the service member's 
presence. I send the message, then let the 
family know that it's on its way, and that I 
requested that a chaplain be present when 
the sister is notified 

rm eating dinner when the pager beeps. 
I speak to a woman who's in active labor at 
a local hospital and is about to give birth. 
She gives me her husband's information 
between contractions and then passes the 
phone to her father-in-law when she can 
no longer speak. I apologetically explain I 
can't send the message until the baby's born. 
Her father-in-law chuckles. "Don't worry, 
they're wheeling her into clelivery now!" By 
the time I talk to someone on staff for the 
verification, the baby's been born and I can 
send the notification. The clelighted new 
grandpa answers the cell phone when I call 
back to say the message has been sent. 

volunteer with the American Red 
Cross, an organization which pro
vides humanitarian relief and assis
tance under a variety of circum-

stances. I'm active in two areas: Disaster 
Relief, and Armed Forces Emergency 
Services (AFES) . As an AFES volunteer, I 
mostly work with military families to get 
emergency messages to active-duty service 
members: an illness or accident, death, 
other emergency situation, and birth. 

As a Friend, I first got involved with 
the Red Cross through Disaster Services 
just after September 11, 2001. Like so 
many of us, I had a deep need to do some
thing--something to help, and something 
that expressed the Peace Testimony. What 
I did was answer phones, all day, every 
day. It wasn't glamorous, but it was need
ed, and it freed up experienced, uained 
volunteers to go out in the field. 

After Hurricane Katrina, I again found 
myself raging at the news, and again felt 
that need to t:lo something. So I thought I'd 
go answer phones again. But because I 
have experience as a pastoral counselor 
and case manager and the need was so 
great, the local chapter asked me to go to 
the Gulf Coast instead. 

Five weeks after the disaster, at just one 
service center, in just one town, my fellow 
volunteers and I saw and spoke with thou
sands of people every day. None of us could 
"fix" anything for them. True, we could 
help them apply for financial assistance. 
True, we could try to connect them with 
services. But we couldn't repair their lives. 

Mostly, what we could do was just be 
there with them. 

It turned out our simple presence 
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meant much more than financial assis
tance to many people. "You came from 
where? To be here with us?" "But you're 
not getting paid!" "What about your fam
ily?" "Thank you for coming down here." 
"I haven't told anybody what happened, 
and it's been more than a month." "We 
thought nobody cared about us." 

I already knew what a difference it 
made for me to have someone simply be 
with me when I was going through hard 
times. In Mississippi, I learned yet again 
that bearing witness is sacred work. 

When I returned from my deployment, 
I stayed involved with my local Red Cross 
Chapter, mostly responding to local dis
asters. I learned it also makes a big differ
ence to people when they know they're 

As a Friend, as someone who 

doesn't support this 

war, how would I foe/ talking to 

military families in crisis? 
And could I do so Without 
offering them short shrift? 

not alone just after a house fire, tornado, 
or flood. One elderly resident of an apart
ment house that had been completely evac
uated in the middle of the night said, "Be
cause you all were there, we weren't afraid." 

But then my supervisor asked me to 
get involved with Aimed Forces Emer
gency Services. Our department was short
staffed, and she said I had a good back
ground for the work. I was a little dubi-

. ous about this. As a Friend, as someone 
who doesn't support this war, how would 
I feel talking to military families in crisis? 
And could I do so without offering them 
short shrift? (Integrity. Peace.) But as a 
volunteer, I was there to do whatever need
ed to be done, so I said I'd try. 

I kept thinking of a F/friend whose 
brother is a Marine. I kept thinking of my 
own surrogate brother, who's a Marine, too. 

Over time, doing AFES casework be
came as much an expression of the Peace 
Testimony for me as Disaster Relief work. 
I don't know that I have good words to 
explain how being part of providing this 
service, providing this ministry of pres
ence, is, for me, a way of walking the Peace 
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Testimony in the world; but I will try. 
Let me start with the seven Funda

mental Principles of the International Red 
Cross/Red Crescent Movement: Human
ity. Impartiality. Neutrality. Independence. 
Voluntary Service. Unity. Universality. 

I know. They sound like a bunch of 
very dry words. And yet each one of those 
Principles is quite real. Each one provides 
concrete guidance to Red Crossers. Each 
one helps me put my Quaker beliefs and 
convictions into a~tion as part of a larger, 
completely secular, organization, side-by
side with non-Friends. Each one lets me 
work closely with other people who have 
very strong convictions, and who in ordi
nary life might not think we have any
thing at all in common. 

The Fundamental Principles 
help us do sacred work together. 

I find one key, one link, to the 
Peace Testimony in the Fundamen
tal Principles. Take, for example, 
Humanity. With each AFES case I 
work, I have several opportunities 
to recognize and honor the human
ity in another human being; to rec
ognize and honor That-Which-Is
Sacred in each person I speak 
with-the spouse or parent or sib
ling or cousin or friend who's initi
ating the case; the medical admin
istrator, nurse, doctor, police offi-

cer, funeral director, or hospice nurse with 
whom I verify the case; the AFES Center 
worker who takes the case or gives one 
tome. 

These are opportunities to bear witness. 
I find additional keys in Red Cross his

tory. The first-ever Nobel Peace Prize, 
awarded in 1901, was shared by Fn!deric 
Passy, who founded the first French peace 
society, and Henri Dunant, who founded 
the International Red Cross and initiated 
the Geneva Convention. The Interna
tional and the American Red Cross 
organizations were founded in the midst 
of two of the bloodiest wars Europe and 
the U .S. had known-the Battle of 
Solferino in the Second War of Italian 
Independence, and the American Civil 
War-springing from a desire to help the 
wounded on the battlefield, without con
sideration for which side of a conflict any 
of those wounded were part. 

Humanity. Neutrality. Impartiality. 
Independence. 

Several months ago, a local Friend 
asked me, "Don't you feel conflicted when 
you do AFES casework? Because you're 

making soldiers' lives easier?" 
That thought hadn't occurred to me. 

So, I thought about it. 
And I realized, I haven't talked to one 

family or one soldier whose life is any
thing approaching "easy'' right now. 

The service I offer as an AFES case
worker is one where I work with people in 
a time of great stress, and touch them as 
embodiments of That-Which-Is-Sacred. 
As real people. Many of the families and 
professionals I speak with in the course of 
a case are struggling to make a difference 
in the world. Many of the them are strug
gling simply to get through each day. 

For the families, having a loved one in 
the service right now is not easy. There's 
not one family I've worked with that has
n't been under enormous stress because 
they have someone in the service right 
now. When someone they love is ill or 
dying or giving birth or being born, it 
doesn't matter whether or not they sup
port this war, or any war, or their relative's 
military service; they are the same people as 
youandl 

I guess that's the real key, what it really 
comes down to. Working with military 
familes has helped me see that :women 
and men in uniform, and the families of 
those women and men in uniform, are 
not part of a monolith or even a mono
culture. Working AFES cases has helped 
me recognize military members and fam
ilies as people who are a lot like me. 

And they are people who are suffering 
because of this war. Some of them believe 
in it, some of them don't .. It actually does
n't matter: they are all suffering for it, in 
ways those of us back home who don't 
have a direct connection can't understand. 

The Red Cross, born of a desire to bring assis
tance without discrimination to the wounded 
on the battlefield, endeavors . . . to relieve the 
suffering of individuals, being guided solely by 
their needs, and to give priority to the most 
urgent cases of distress. 

Humanity. The Peace Testimony. Each 
of us is sacred. 0 
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Bringing the Peace Testimony 
to Washington 
by Maureen Brookes and Jim Cason 

T 
he United States may have the best 
opportunity in decades to per
suade Congress to fund the peace
ful prevention of deadly co~ict. 

Skeptical? That's understandable, con
sidering Congress's continued financial 
support for the Iraq war and its long
standing penchant for funding war and 
ignoring programs that could prevent vio
lence before it starts. As we write this arti
cle, the U.S. has 160,000 troops in Iraq, 
and even after a planned drawdown of 
forces, at least 100,000 U.S. troops will 
almost certainly remain in Iraq at the end 
of2008. And rather than cutting the mil
itary budget, most of Congress is talking 

Maureen Brookes, a communications program 
assistant for Friends Committee on National 
Legislation, is a member of Haddonfield (NJ) 
Meeting. She graduated from wesleyan Univer
sity in 2006. jim Cason, an associate executive 
secretary for FCNL, comes from a Methodist 
background and has worked for many years with 
different faith communities to build support for 
peace. He is a graduate of Earlham College. 

$333 billion 
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about how to "rebuild" the U.S. 
military, which has been so run 
down by the war in Iraq. 

Persuading Congress to invest 
in peace might seem unlikely, but 
the next two years may provide a 
historic opportunity to change 
the debate in thi~ country and 
convince Congress to invest in 
nonmilitary conflict response and 
prevention tools. At no time since 
September 11, 2001 , have people 
in the United States been so 
receptive to a real shift away from 
a pattern of ever-increasing mili

Some of the Strongest 
advocates of better funding 
for diplomatic initiatives and 
nonmilitary international_~port 
programs have been Dejense 
Department 
and military officials. 

tary expenditures. The Iraq war has 
exhausted the patience of the U.S. public, 
and bipartisan majorities are now calling 
for a plan for the withdrawal of U.S. 
troops from . Iraq and opposing any 
increase in overall military spending. 
According to a December 2006 poll con
ducted by the Program on Peace and 
International Affairs at University of 
Maryland, 83 percent of Democrats and 
61 percent of Republicans believe govern-

ment spending on the military should 
either be capped at current levels or cut. A 
February 2008 Gallup poll found that 
the percentage of people in the U.S. who 
believe the government is spending too 
much on the military is the highest it has 
been in more than 15 years. In that poll, 
44 percent of respondents said the U.S. is 
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w;c; aoour ngnr; ana oruy .u. percent or 
those questioned supported increasing the 
military budget. 

Despite this shift in public opinion, 
U.S. military expenditures keep increas
ing. Using figures from the White House 
Office of Management and Budget, 
FCNL estimates that for fiscal year 2008 
(FY08), 94 percent of the funds request
ed for U.S. engagement in the world are 
for the military, and only 6 percent are for 
diplomacy, development assistance, and 
support for institutions that could prevent 
future wars before they break out and halt 
the spread of armed conflict. And the war 
chest just keeps growing. If Congress 
approves the President's FY09 budget 
request, for the first time in history the 
total U .S. military budget will exceed $1 
trillion. Even without including Iraq war 
spending, the military budget has 
increased by 70 percent since President 
George W Bush took office--and that's 
according to White House figures. FCNL 
estimates that the budget may have grown 
by more than that. 

The glaring failure of the war in Iraq to 
establish a peaceful, democratic state 
demonstrated to the world the limits of 
military force. The United States spends 
hundreds of billions of dollars to prepare 
for wars, but it is woefully unprepared and 
underequipped to mitigate or eliminate 
the root causes of violent conflict through 
effective and well-funded civilian peace
keeping and conflict prevention pro
grams. Without developing new civilian 
capabilities and strengthening existing 
nonmilitary tools, the U.S. government 
will continue to resort to its massive war 
machine for solutions to all problems. 

With public opinion 

calling for an 

alternative to 
military solutions, 
voters have a clear 

opportunity to demand 

a priorities shift 
from their elected officials. 
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tary engagement to nauona1 secunty. 
Some of the strongest advocates of better 
funding for diplomatic initiatives and 
nonmilitary international support pro
grams have been Defense Department 
and military officials, including Secretary 
of Defense Robert Gates. "What is clear 
to me is that there is a need for a dramat
ic increase in spending on the civilian 
instruments of national security--<liplo
macy, strategic communications, foreign 
assistance, civic action, and economic 
reconstruction and development," Gates 
said in November 2007. 

Currently, the United States is ill
equipped for active and sustained 
engagement with other nations on 
the civilian level. As of January 
2008, the U.S. State Department 
has 1,000 unfilled diplomatic posi
tions, leaving empty desks at U.S. 
Embassies around the world. Too 
often, functions necessary for recon
struction in post-conflict zones are 
performed by the U.S. army, despite 
a lack of training. 

Since President Bush took office, 
the relationship between the United 
States and the UN has continued to 
erode, with the U.S. increasingly 
taking unilateral action against per
ceived threats since the stan of the 
administration's Global War on Ter
ror. The United States has accrued 
millions of dollars in debt to the 
UN by failing to pay the full 
amount of its assessed dues for both 
the regular and peacekeeping budg
ets. The U.S. has also been slow to 
cooperate in multinational UN 
peacekeeping efforts, despite a gov
ernment study showing that U.S. 
peacekeeping missions are approxi
mately twice as expensive as similar 
initiatives undertaken by the UN. 

Despite voters' growing wariness 
of the bloated military budget, too 
few candidates in the 2008 elections 
have endorsed a shift in spending 
priorities away from the military 
and toward programs that promote 
diplomacy and prevent violent con
flict. As we write this, all of the 
major presidential candidates and a 
large number of candidates for 
Congressional seats still state that 
they want to increase military 
spending and grow the size of the 

alternatiVe to mtlltary soluuons, voters 
have a clear opportunity to demand a pri
orities shift from their elected officials ... 
who will be listening especially closely 
from now until November. The 2008 
elections offer a platform to convince 
members of Congress and the next Presi
dent that the world is better served when 
the U.S. invests in peace, not war. 

The U.S. public has made peace, not 
endless military spending, a top priority. 
We encourage you to ask the candidates 
the hard questions this election season
and keep asking until they, too, have 
made peace their top priority: 0 

White Doves 

There are no doves to 
hover just above our humiliation 
or our anger or the bitterest 

of our desires. 

If we want birds of peace, 
we have to construct them 
out of what we are. 

For the sky to light up 
just above the worst of us, 
that same worst must be inventive, 

from the rawest, angriest 
of emotions, 
forge these white-bodied, 

light-feathered proponents 

of a better way. 
There are no flocks 
to disperse across the battlefield, 

no solitary creature 
to alight upon, 
then soothe the pungent heart. 
The doves are up to us . 
Dark roads must give way 

to flight patterns. 
-John Grey 

john Grey lives in Providence, Rl 
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TOWARDs Peace and Union 
by Malcolm Bell 

A 
mong reflective people, there is 
probably little doubt that the 
traditions and culture we are 
born into incline most people in 

the United States towards war. Indeed, the 
Peace Testimony would not be as essential 
as it is if this were not the case. There can 
be litde doubt, too, that despite all the 
progress towards the equal treatment of 
everyone (in accord with Quaker and 
U.S. values), racism remains a plague. 
New York Times columnist Bob H erbert, 
an Mrican American, observed early this 
year that "racism remains alive and well in 
much of the country .... There are plen
ty of racists still lurking among us." 

As to bellicosity, most people in this 
country like to think that our nation goes 
to war only as a last resort, only in a just 
cause, and only against someone who 
deserves it. But it wasn't just faulty intelli
gence, Administration eagerness, and a 
compliant Congress that led the United 
States to .attack Iraq in 2003. A majority 
of the public agreed with that decision, 
though enough people opposed it and 
took to the streets to demonstrate against 
it to show that one needn't have been a 
Quaker to conclude that starting that war 
was a very bad idea. 

In welcome contrast to the prevailing 
U.S. opinion came the sweeping popular 
opposition to the war and enormous street 
demonstrations across western Europe. 
Yes, peoples qm mobilize themselves 
against a war, though doing so in the 
United States remains a huge challenge, at 
least until the scent of victory fades away, 
as it did in Vietnam and now in Iraq. 

In his book Overthrow: America's Cen
tury of Regime Change .from Hawaii to 
Iraq, published in 2006, longtime New 

Malcolm Bell is a member ofWilderness Meet
ing in Shrewsbury, Vt. A retired lawyer, he is the 
secretary of the International Mayan League/ 
USA, and he writes editorials and book reviews 
for Interconnect, a small quarterly that serves 
the U.S.-Latin America solidarity community. 

York Times reporter Stephen Kinzer 
reviews 14 occasions when our govern
ment ousted or materially aided in oust
ing foreign governments, nearly always by 
resorting to war, military attack, or other 
violence. He concludes, though: "In most 
cases, diplomatic and political approaches 
would have worked far more effectively." 
Yet, initially at least, most of the U.S. pub
lic went along with each of those resorts 
to violence. 

It's not that we are inherently more 
warlike than most peoples. Coming from 
as many different lands as we do, how 
could we be? But our history and culture 

seem to have made war a widely accept
able option--once we allow ourselves to 
believe that it's a last resort and so on. The 
United States was born in a war of inde
pendence; it survived and expanded by 
wars (plus a few purchases) to fulfill its so
called Manifest Destiny. Along the way, it 
indulged in the massive slaughter that 
ended slavery. On each of those occasions, 
too, most of the public went along. 

As to the culture, U .S. children grow 
up playing with toy soldiers and guns and 
violent video games. A good part of the 
Old Testament (or Hebrew Bible) is filled 
with war stories. Violence permeates pop-

Battle Hymn of the Republic 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord: 
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 
He hath loosed the fatefUl lightning of His terrible sw!ft sword: 

His truth is marching on. 

I have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred circling camps, 

They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps; 

I can read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps: 

His day is marching on. 

I have read a fiery gospel writ in burnished rows of steel: 
1:45 ye deal with my contemners, so with you my grace shall deal; 
Let the Hero, born of woman, crush the serpent with his heel, 

Since God is marching on." 

He hath sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 

He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment seat: 

Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him! be jubilant, my feet! 
Our God is marching on. 

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the seas, 

With a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me: 
As he died to make men holy, let us die to make men free, 

While God is marching on. 
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mose wno cnoose w num. noay-stam
ming football, played from high school 
onwards, inspires enthusiasm. So do the 
Manichaean simplicities of the labels of 
"good" and "bad" people. Negotiated set
clements lack the allure of victory, win
ning, or forcing an unconditional surren
der. Many people of both sexes strive to be 
macho. While "tough" is a much toured 
virtue, "peaceful" and "humble" are not. 
Indeed, "peacenik'' is a put-down that 
supposedly impugns a person's patriotism. 
Not so long ago, my wife's "Teach Peace" 
bumper sticker was ripped off our car. 

And there's the traditional music. 
Images of war pepper "Onward Christian 
Soldiers" and many other Christian 
hymns, and, of course, our national 
songs. Who has not been 

owever inspmng those lyrics 
may have been for the Union 
troops and for many people 
ever since, they push the public 

in the wrong direction. First, they glorifY 
war. But this glory is a cruel fiction. The 
reality of combat gives it the lie. Howe 
was safely back in Washington when she 
penned her poem. Though she wrote, "let 
us die to make men free," she wasn't going 
to die; the young men she heard singing 
and hundreds of thousands of others 
would die, many most gruesomely. Ernest 
Hemingway wrote of his World War I 
experiences, "I had seen nothing sacred, 
and the things that were glorious had no 
glory and the sacrifices were like the stock-

Walk in Freedom 

IY netp, m a moue.sL utuugu peruaps 
exemplary way, to pluck from our culture 
this premier song that glorifies war. 

The "Battle Hymn" is also problemat
ic for its certainty that God was on the 
side of the Union troops, that through 
them God was trampling out a wrathful 
vintage, that they were God's fateful light
ning, and so forth. Confederate troops 
were, of course, equally certain that God 
was on their side. President Bush has 
openly asserted that in deciding to arrack 
Iraq, he had God on his side. Yet, we are 
told, every suicide bomber who has blown 
up U.S. troops or members of a rival Mus
lim sect in Iraq or civilians in Israel has 
believed the same. 

Some may say that God was surely on 
the side of the Union's 
fight that ended slavery. 
But even if we presume 
that God wanted slavery 

moved by "The Stars and 
Stripes Forever"? During 
my time in the army, 
decades before becoming a 
Quaker, I would march 
among my fellow soldiers 
to the beat of a brass band 
that was belting out tunes 
by John Philip Sousa, and 
I would feel invincible. 
Anyone rash enough to 

We came here through Alaska and across the tossing sea, 

From Asia and from Africa and Europe's family. 

to end, there is no reason 
for presuming that God 
also wanted us to fight 
the bloodiest war in all 
our history to end it. The 
North, the British, and 

take us on had better 
watch out! 

Oddly perhaps, the 
martial music that may stir 
us most deeply is found not 
in the Sousa songbook, but 
bound up with those Chris
tian soldiers in the pews of 
our churches. It is the "Bat
tle Hymn of the Republic." 
One day in 1861, Julia 
Ward Howe, who was vis-
icing a Union Army camp 
near Washington, D.C., 
heard the soldiers singing 
the song "John Brown's 
Body." So moved was she 
that the next morning she 
wrote the poem that fit 
that tune and created this 
song that inspired Union 
troops throughout the rest 
of that needless war. I imag
ine that most people in this 
country outside the Old 
South have known and 
loved the song since child-
hood. Here, on page 24, 
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Some came in hope and some in chains, all longing to be free, 

Across this wondrous land. 

Let the people walk in freedom, 
Let the people walk in freedom, 
Let the people walk in freedom, 

Across this wondrous land. 

Through forests and through prairies with a beauty yet untold, 

We took the chance to prove ourselves with labor, land, and gold, 

And find a place to live and love and peacefully grow old, 

Across this fruitful/and. 

Let the people stand for justice, 
Let the people stand for justice, 
Let the people stand for justice, 

Across this fruitful/and. 

Like canyons red and cities white and mountains' haze of blue, 

And golden corn in Iowa beneath the morning dew, 

Our skins have varied colors, but our blood's the human hue, 

Across this blessed land. 

Let the people cherish freedom, 
Let the people cherish freedom, 
Let the people cherish freedom, 

Across this blessed land. 

many others ended slav
ery without going to war. 
It may be fine to pray for 
God's guidance in weigh
ing questions of war and 
peace-recall that some 
Quakers chose to fight 
against Hider-but it 
skews everything if we 
presume to place our own 
self-serving version of 
God's will on the balance. 

What to do? It would 
not be possible to pur the 
old war horse out to pas
ture-expunge the "Bat
tle Hymn" from our 
hymnals and hearts-any 
time soon, even if most 
people wanted to. The 
answer, I think, is to give 
people a choice by offer
ing new lyrics set to the 
same stirring tune. 

This tune has aced the 
test of time. Before "John 
Brown's Body'' and the 
"Battle Hymn," it was 

Continued on page 52 

25 



I I 1\..- ~lAQI,\...1 . '-.-VQII~IVI I 

for a Department 
by Anne Creter 

I 
am involved at various levels in a 
grassroots global phenomenon call
ing for ministries and departments of 
peace within governments. My par

ticular passion has been to engage fellow 
Friends in our effort to advance the cul
ture Qf peace by supporting legislation 
now pending in Congress for a cabinet
level U.S. Department of Peace (H.R. 
808: Department of Peace and Nonvio
lence Act). A unique public awareness 
and lobbying campaign organized by the 
national Peace Alliance has coalesced to 
champion its passage. Many Friends 
have been drawn to this Alliance, sensing 
its spiritual groundedness coupled with 
powerful political action. They have 
formed the Quaker Coalition, represent
ing Friends meetings from 13 states. Its 
purpose is to seek stronger Friends advo
cacy for the Department of Peace (DOP) 
because Quaker values are at the heart of 
this legislation. 

With the historic and widely respected 
Quaker commitment to nonviolence, 
Friends have an unusual opportunity to 
empower this growing movement at the 
level of grassroots advocacy, particularly 
within Friends Committee on National 
Legislation (FCNL). Because the DOP 
reflects both the policies and priorities of 
FCNL, the Q uaker Coalition hopes 
FCNL will endorse it. The DOP repre
sents the embodiment of the Quaker 
Peace Testimony, and offers it as a vibrant 
and relevant practice in the 21st century. 
A DOP will give institutional heft to 
George Fox's words that we should "live 
in the virtue of that life and power that 
takes away the occasion of all war." 

Under the U.S. Constitution, govern
ment's main purpose is to establish justice, 

Anne Creter is a member oJWestfield Meeting in 
Cinnaminson, Nj A social worker, she is U.S 
Department of Peace Nj state co-coordinator 
and United Nations liaison to the Global Alli
ance for Ministries and Departments of Peace. 
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insure domestic tranquility, provide for 
the common defense, and promote the 
general welfare (i.e. to make peace). 
Because government is failing in this, it is 
our civic duty to correct it, recognizing 
that real change starts ftom the bottom 
up. Missing ftom government are infra
structures to support .nonviolence. The 
DOP will provide them. 

Imagine a Secretary of Peace at the cab
inet level whose job is to provide nonvio
lent options to resolve conflicts peacefully 
wherever they arise. Imagine a National 
Peace Academy on par with military acad
emies. Imagine the funding, research, and 
intentional, uniform implementation of 
programs that reduce and prevent vio
lence. Imagine consolidating scattered 
governmental peace-building functions to 
crtate a coordinated, unified peace focus. 
Internationally, the DOP will stand 
equally with both the Departments of 
Defense and State, connecting and com
plementing ways and means to enhance 
their distinct peacemaking roles. 

The DOP will enable a more sophisti
cated analysis and a better-resourced 
effort to wage peace in as full a way as we 
now know how to wage war. It. will 
address the root causes of violence both 
domestically and internationally, promote 
peace education, encourage peace media, 
and address the nonviolent resolution of 
human security issues. More details may 
be found at <www.thepeacealliance.org>. 
Quaker peace visionary Elise Boulding is 
a proponent, as is renowned broadcast 
journalist Walter Cronkite, who says, "It 
is not a matter of simply getting another 
department of government. You're speak
ing of an entire philosophical revolution." 

T he DOP campaign is organized 
around congressional districts with coor
dinators in every state. In my two years 
as a state co-coordinator, I have been 
inspired by this dedicated network of 
volunteer peace-builders. We organize 
creative lobbying actions, such as our 

Imagine a Secretary of Peace 

at the cabinet level whose 
job is to provide 
nonviolent options to 

resolve conflicts peacefully 

wherever they arise. 

popular delivery of pies to Congress on 
Mother's Day with the theme "Peace 
Wants a Piece of the Pie." Campaigners 
en masse flood Capitol Hill and their 
local Congressional district offices with 
pies and pie charts showing the little sliv
er in the national budget a DOP would 
cost compared to the humongous 
defense budget. Visits are synchronized 
to occur simultaneously nationwide. The 
Student Peace Alliance, with its empha
sis on engaging youth, has also devel
oped DOP chapters in many colleges 
and high schools. 

Initially proposed in 1792 by Quaker 
reformers Benjamin Banneker and Ben
jamin Rush, a DOP has been suggested in · 
legislation many times. Ohio Congress
man Dennis Kucinich introduced an 
updated version in September 2001 just 
before 9/11 with 20 brave co-sponsors. 
Reintroduced most recently in February 
2007, it now has 69 co-sponsors. A com
panion bill was also introduced in the 
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2006 Senate. Many prominent organiza
tions, city councils, county boards of 
supervisors, and even one tribal council 
have endorsed the DOP. It has gained 
legitimacy because of the worldwide esca
lation of terrorism and increasing aware
ness that violence is out of control. Hav
ing just passed the ftfth anniversary of the 
war in Iraq, people are more open to the 
profound wisdom in Martin Luther King 
Jr.'s remark, "It is no longer a choice 
between violence and nonviolence. It is 
nonviolence or nonexistence." 

The global human family faces a crisis, 
an international public health and safety 
issue-violence. So say Peace Alliance 
leaders Dot Maver and Michael Abkin in 
their chapter "From a Culture ofViolence 
to a Culture of Peace: The Case for Min
istries and Departments of Peace" in 
Earthcare: The Dawning of a New Civi
lization in the 21st Century by Patrick 
Petit. Dot and Mike now head the newly 
evolving worldwide extension of the Peace 
Alliance called Peace Partnership Interna
tional (see <www.peacepartintlorp); 
where I am UN liaison. We presented a 
workshop at the UN on the concept of 
developing peace departments at last 
year's NGO (Non-Governmental Organ
ization) Conference and are working to 
get a DOP Resolution in the UN Gener
al Assembly. 

Peace Partnership International is part 
of a planetary civil society groundswell, 
known as The Global Alliance for Min
istries and Departments of Peace, 
<www.m.ffi-dop.org>, which is present in 
33 countries spread across all world 
regions. It conducts an annual Global 
Summit. The first was held in October 
2005 in the United Kingdom, and each 
year since, the number of participating 
countries has steadily climbed. Among 
them are India, Iraq, Israel, Pakistan, 
Palestine, and Rwanda. Two already have 
budding Minimies of Peace: Nepal and 
the Solomon Islands. 

I feel blessed to put my faith into prac
tice in such a new way. It was the Peace 
Testimony that originally convinced me 
to become a Friend 30 years ago, after wit
nessing the courageous peace actions of 
Friends during the 1960s. 

The peace movement and discipline of 
peace studies have matured since then, 
bur so have lethal forms of violence. In 
2008, as we enter the fmallap of the UN
declared International Decade for a Cul
ture of Peace (2001-2010), our planet is 
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in grave peril. In 2005 the UN did a 
Mid-Decade Status Report (see <http: 
1/decade-culture-ofpeace.org>) of the prog
ress made in the first five years by survey
ing 700 NGOs worldwide who work for 
peace. Results showed most believed 
progress had been achieved but was still 
under the radar, the biggest obstacle being 
lack of resources. Creating and funding a 
DOP within our government at the high
est level would set a compelling precedent 
and example for other nations to follow. 

Marta Daniels, fellow DOP Quaker 
Coalition member from Hartford (Conn.) 
Meeting, longtime AFSC peace activist, 
and author of Peace is Everybody's Business, 
calls the DOP a political tsunami. "It's 
here, it's growing, and it will take hold." 
Marta says "the DOP is fundamentally 
different from any other national effort 

w_e've ever experienced-both in its com
prehensive nature and transformational 
possibilities-to challenge the paradigm 
of pervasive and structural violence that 
permeates every level of our culture. It 
has," she says, "a seductively freeing and 
welcoming effect on newcomers and offers 
a place for everyone. We have in the DOP 
movement a political 'jaws of life' prying 
open the crumbled hearts and minds of 
millions of people who have been in a 
series of terrible· recurring accidents since 
the dawn of humankind. People are grate
ful to those who help pry us free from this 
life-threatening culture." 

The Religious Society of Friends could 
play a critical role in assuring the DOP's 
establishment by giving it the whole
hearted support our Peace Testimony 
surely suggests. 0 
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Restorative Practices 
as Practical Peacemaking 
by Bette Rainbow Hoover 

A 
restorative and holistic approach 
to peacemaking is urgently need~ 
ed in a world where violence is an 
integral part of the fabric of our 

global community. The media and our 
elected leaders fan our fears, and we read~ 
ily slip into defense mode. We sometimes 
forget Gandhi's living example of his words, 
"Be the peace you want to see," and Penn's 
query on seeing what love can do. How 
can we make a difference? How do we 
know when our work for peace is effective? 

The emerging social movement for 
Restorative Justice (RJ) offers timely guid~ 
ance to restore right relationships and take 
responsibility for our actions-to each 
other and to our environment. Based on 
concepts and practices of indigenous peo
ples from around the world, the present 
movement was resurrected in the 1970s. 
A Canadian, Albert Eglash, is credited 
with the term restorative justice as a form 
of addressing restitution in the criminal 
retributive system. To First Nations Cana
dians, it was already a universal truth that 
everyone is accountable to the communi
ty and that people need to get along in 
order to survive. That truth is still relevant 
and still universal. 

Ceremony was important in tradition
al peacemaking practices. In the Americ
as, ceremonies included shared meals, 
fasting, vision quests, and sweat lodges. 
Closure to an agreement could symboli
cally include rituals such as smoking a 
pipe, burying a hatchet, or feasting, as 
described by Evan Pritchard in The 'Wly of 
the Heron (see www.algonquinculture.org). 
Traditional African societies used many 
similar practices in their peacemaking. 

Bette Rainbow Hoover is a member of Sandy 
Springs (Md.) Meeting. She is the 
founder/director of just Peace Circles 
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They live less than 15 minutes from each other, but their daily reality is worlds apart. 

Although the particular ceremonies were 
unique to the group, the intended out
come was the same (as described by Birgit 
Brock-Utne .in Indigenous Conflict Resolu
tion in Aftica-see www.africavenir.com). 
Uganda's practice, for example, included 
having all parties drink a bitter herb from 
the Oput tree to symbolize the bitterness 
the disagreement caused the community. 
With the help of elders, all affected parties 
were brought together to find a resolution 
that worked for the whole community. 

Modern-day circles, in the manner of 
traditional practices, bring everyone 
affected by a conflict together to tell our 
stories and take responsibility for · the 
effects of our behaviors. In a circle guided 
by a facilitator, an elder, or other respect
ed peacemaker, the group looks for ways 
to repair damage, heal wounds, and make 
things better. Together, the stakeholders 
find solutions that honor themselves and 
their communities-locally and globally. 

Mennonite author Howard Zehr, 
author of The Little Book of Restorative jus
tice, whose pioneering work provides an 
understanding of restorative practices, 
lays out the essential guidelines: 
• Who has been hurt? 

• What are their needs? 
• Whose obligations are these? 
• Who has a stake in this situation? 
• What is the appropriate process to in

volve stakeholders in an effort to put 
things right? 
These queries are the basis for refram

ing issues in a wide range of societal vio~ 
lence-beyond the legal justice system 
where they were first applied. 

WOMEN'S PEACE EXCHANCE 2007 

A group of QuiJ.ker, Jewish, and 
Muslim women gathered in the 
autumn of 2006 and decided 
to invite Israeli and Palestinian 

women to join them in a women's peace 
exchange. Grandmothers from. Great 
Britain, who pioneered a Women to 
Women for Peace organization at the 
height of the Cold War, were also invit:
ed to join the delegation. Skeptics ques~ 
tioned what good such a gathering could 
do towards a century~old Middle East~ 
ern conflict. Questions were raised about 
the ability of a small group of women to 
raise the necessary funds to accomplish 
such an ambitious task. Organizers of 
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the Women's Peace Exchange 2007: 
Nurturing the Seeds of Peace, remained 
steadfast in their belief that bringing 
people together-to face each other-is 
possible and can make a difference. . 

Organizers employed a key RJ princi
ple that states: "Show equal concern and 
commitment to victims and offenders, 
involving both in the process of justice." In 
the group's initial circle, a safe space was 
created so stories could be told and heal
ing could begin. Slowly at first, as trust was 
being built, the truth began to emerge and 
then erupted. Our Israeli and Palestinian 
guests, who lived mere miles from each 
other, discovered their realities were worlds 
apart. U.S. and British women moved 
berween detachment and guilt for the 
policies of their countries in the conflict
both historical and present-day. None of 
us could escape the reality that all of us 
were affected by this struggle. 

How does this affect you? Once the 
space for dialogue is established and the 
intention for making things better is 
agreed upon, participants are ready to ask 
the hard questions and do some intense 
self-examination and listening. The par
ticipants are invited to begin with the cen
ter of their own universe-themselves. As 
people share their stories and explore their 
feelings and desires, they discover their 
common humanity. Through this simple 
yet profound process, hearts open and 
bridge-building can begin. 

In our initial circle, a Palestinian and a 
Jewish Israeli woman discovered a similar 
value: they worried about the safety of 
their children and wanted the best for 
them. One had given up a satisfying job in 
order to be available to her son who had to 
navigate many Israeli checkpoints each 
day to and from school. The other ago
nized over her grandchildren being turned 
into soldiers and raking part in the occu
pation. They looked in each other's eyes as 
they spoke their truths and were each as 
surprised as the other with what they 
heard. One chose to teach her children 
nonviolence in the way of Jesus and Gand
hi and the other encouraged her children 
to leave the country-to save their souls 
and their lives. Tears and hugs ensued. 

Who else is affected and how? Moving 
from me to thee, restorative practices direct 
participants to look outside themselves and 
see who else is hurting and affected by a 
given _situation. As we identify the stake
holders and the needs of the greater com
munity, accountability and responsibility 
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are shared in a wider context. 
As our small group of women explored 

this question regarding life in Israel and 
the occupied territories, we discovered the 
myriad ways we are all affected by the sit
uation. Our families and friends, our faith 
communities, and our countries were all 

Through this simple yet 

profound process, hearts 
open and bridge-building 

can begin. 

Women's Peace 
Exchange: 
Processing and 
planning ~t the 
final retreat 

connected like a giant web. Emotions run 
raw on this subject and we didn't pretend 
to have solutions to the problem. All we 
had was a process and our willingness to 
take a risk and speak out truth. 

What are the unintended consequences 
of actions and programs? In the process of 
being peace, we were becoming more 
aware of our real power and our voices 
became stronger. We grew into our roles 
as citizen diplomats. The delegation par
ticipated in a panel discussion at a confer
ence called "The Effects of War on 

Women and the Environment in 
Israel/Palestine" in Washington, D.C. We 
ate together, gave each other backrubs, 
and took walks in the woods. Sometimes 
we couldn't talk with each other because 
of perceived differences that in the 
moment seemed insurmountable. And 
sometimes we had trouble finding the 
strength to meet with yet another group 
of strangers. At these times, we circled up 
and reminded ourselves of our love for 
each other and our mutual desire for jus
tice and peace. 

Near the end of our time together, we 
again asked the question of who has been 

affected. This time the intention of the 
question was to name all those whom we 
had touched with our message. The list 
was robust and seemed endless. We 
looked at each other in astonishment, 
knowing that something bigger than us 
had happened-something that touched 
each of us profoundly and that did make 
a difference. We knew that many had 
been moved by our powerful circle of 
ordinary women. 

Continued on page 54 
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Building Peace 
at Crossroads Springs 
by Alison Hyde 

R 
hubarb, garlic, and parsnips for 
peace! What do these have to do 
with the Friends Peace Testimony? 
At Orchard Park (N.Y.) Meeting, 

we think they have everything to do with 
rooting out the seeds of war. 

A few years ago, an organic farming 
couple brought their parsnips to meeting, 
asking that in exchange for them, conui-

Alison Hyde, a member of the Orchard Park 
(NY.) Meeting, is an educator who has taught 
in the United States as weU as in Zambia. She is 
assistant clerk for the Crossroads Springr project. 
For information on this project, see <www. 
crossroadsspringr. org>. 

butions be made to Crossroads Springs 
Institute in Kenya to support childrer 
whose parents had died of AIDS. Soon a 
decorated gourd was placed on an African 
tablecloth to collect donations for bed 
nets for the children, recognizing that 
malaria is a primary cause of death of 
African children under age five. 

For the last four years, Orchard Park 
Meeting has partnered with Kenyan 
Friend Dr. Meshack lsiaho and his family 
and staff in supporting and educating 
AIDS orphans at Crossroads Springs in 
Harnisi, Western Kenya. The mission and 
vision of Crossroads Springs Institute is to 

provide food, clothing, shelter, healthcare, 
and education so that orphan children 
will not only become self-supporting but 
also become leaders in service to their 
counuy. In addition to the current pri
mary school classes, plans for the future 
include secondary school studies, as well 
as training in such skills as tailoring and 
computer technology. 

What is it like to be a child at Cross
roads Springs? Anastasia's story is telling. 
This seven-year-old girl put on her pink 
checked uniform and walked to school 
the morning her mother died. She had 
already lost her father to AIDS. She is one 
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of the million AIDS orphans in Kenya. At 
Crossroads Springs she found solace, 
friends, and the suppon of caring adults. 

In 2004 my husband, Anhur, and I 
facilitated a group of 12 Americans and 
Canadians who spent two weeks at Cross
roads Springs as volunteers and friends. 
The children sang "Welcome our visitors!" 
for us upon our arrival every day. They fol
lowed a lesson schedule, which was paint
ed in bright colors on reused woven plas
tic sacks. Lively teachers taught math, 
reading, and other subjects in English, 
often with songs, always with writing on 
the blackboard painted on the wall. Small 
plastic chairs of many colors had taped 
name labels for each of the 40 children. 

At recess they played games across the 
street on the village athletic field, which 
an international student group had 
helped build in 1962. After recess, the 
children lined up on the veranda to wash 
their hands in a basin as a teacher poured 
water &om a jug. A healthy cup of por
ridge was served for snack time, prepared 
over an outside home fire and brought to 
school in a big plastic bucket. 

Classes continued as-we assisted local 
masons, tilers, electricians, and wood-

. workers who were working on this build
ing's conversion to a school. While one of 
us was helping tile a bathroom, a teacher 
came by and asked if she could have the 
empty tile box. She used it to make flash 
cards for the children, gluing beans and 
rope to make letters and numbers. 

During classes, we were always wel
come to join in singing or finger plays. It 
was clear &om the songs that the children 
felt the loss of their parents: "I've lost my 
parents, what shall I do?" they sang. Bur 
they also sang of hope for the future with 
words like "Education is our cry!" 

Dr. Isiaho named Crossroads Springs 
Institute for the legacy of the Operation 
Crossroads Africa group that brought 
him together with us in 1962. Through 
Operation C rossroads Africa, founded 
by Or. James Robinson, advisor to Pres
ident Kennedy in es~ablishing the Peace 
Corps, Arthur (leader) and I and a 
group of U.S. and Canadian students 
spent the summer of 1962 working 
beside Kenyans to build the athletic 
field in Hamisi. Meshack was the young 
sub-chief asked by Chief Hezron to 
guide the group in meeting and under
standing the communiry. 

In 2003 Arthur and I asked Dr. Isiaho 
about the plight of AIDS orphans in his 
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area. Or. Isiaho responded, "Right now I 
have the names of200 desperate children. 
I would give the rest of my life to helping 
them ifl could find donors." 

Since our visit in 2004, other volunteer 
groups have visited Crossroads Springs, 
teaching and learning, painting murals 
and playing spons with the children. 
There are now 210 children, and upper 
grades have been added. Here is a sum
mary of accomplishments, 2004---2008: 
• An unfinished tourist hotel has been 

converted into several classrooms, a 
kitchen with wood-conserving stove, a 
staff room, and sleeping rooms for up to 
100 of the neediest children. 

• The number of children served has 
grown from 40 in Early Childhood 
(Kindergarten) to Standard II (Grade 2) 
to 2 10 in Early Childhood through 
Standard VI (Grade 6). They are 4 Y2 to 
11 years old. 

• Lunch, a rarity in Kenyan schools, is 
provided, and routine health checks are 
made. Uniforms, shoes, and school sup
plies are purchased as needed. 

Opposite page: Children perform a welcome 
dance for their visitors. 
Left: Garlic for peace at Orchard Park Meeting. 
Below: Orchard Park Friends with Meshack 
and Helen lsiaho 

• Classroom chairs and tables, as well as 
dining hall tables and benches, have 
been built on site. 

• Sixty orphan children have been 1 
selected to be the first residents. With ~ 
bunk beds and cupboards built on site - ~ 
and bedding purchased , the children ~ 
will move in soon. Housemothers and 
watchmen will provide care and safety 
overnight. 

• An underground water storage tank and 
roof tanks were installed to hold rain
water runoff from the roof, and a well 
has been drilled for fresh water. 

• A building campaign has been launched 
to constrUct eight classrooms to accom
modate children though Standard VIII 
(Grade 8), assuring students the oppor
tunity to complete Primary School. 
Ground was broken in September 
2007, and the first floor is under con
struction. Progress depends on funding; 
mostly from abroad. In an area of pover
ty, local funds are scarce, but people 
bring gifts offood, and the staff has tak
en up a collection to support a Cross
roads Springs fundraiser in the United 
States. 

• A partnership formed with Both
YourHands, another U.S. nonprofit, 
has led to small business loans enabling 
1 00 widows and guardians to start seven 

Continued on page 56 
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The Gift of 

The House of the Peaceable Kin-dom 
byTai Amri Spann-Wilson 

The wo!f will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the ca!f and the lion 
and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. -Isaiah 11:6 

I 
n my youth I was a comic book geek. 
Occasionally one might hear me 
cheekily go off about their ability to 
save the human soul, but the truth is 

that oftentimes comics became a shelter 
for me. Tlie superhuman awkwardness of 
so many of the characters saved my ado
lescent life on several occasions, especially 

Tai Amri Spann-Wilson is studying for a Mas
ter of Divinity degree at Pacific School of Reli
gion in Berkeley, Calif., where he attends Straw
berry Creek Meeting. 
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the summer when I was afraid to go out
side because the boy rwo houses down 
wanted to connect his fist with my jaw 
just because I was a quiet pacifist. I can 
laugh at that story now, but at the time 
comic books were my sanctuary and my 
refuge. Luckily for me they weren't the 
only refuge. 

When I would leave my house I would 
walk down the street often feeling like a 
stranger in a strange land. I remember 
looking on with horror one day when rwo 
boys, both of them friends, got into a fist-

fight, and one of their dads carne out 
to cheer his son on. After his son lost 
the fight his dad took off his belt and 
beat him for losing, while all the other 
children stood around and laughed. 
My own household was heaven in 
comparison. For my parents, violence 
was never an option, which was fine 
with me because, still to this day, the 
thought of causing physical or emo
tional harm to another being makes 
me feel nauseous. So I had to find 
interesting ways to keep my body and 
mind safe without hurting others, but 
sometimes, walking through this 
world, situations arise that make me 
feel crazy for not retaliating with vio
lence. 

That is why Quaker meetinghouses 
have been so important to me. I am 
peace to my core. But I do not fear con
frontation; rather, I fear the harm that 
every single one of us is capable of, 
especially myself Even in the Friends 
school that I attended in middle school 
there was a pecking order-peck or be 
pecked. More than once I pecked, and 
I regret that now as I regretted it then. 
I don't have any regrets from my expe
riences in the Quaker meetinghouse. I 
never once feared for my safety, and I 

was never placed in a position where I 
would have to commit violence in order to 
be heard, seen, or valued. 

Everyone should have a place to go to 
for sanctuary. But there are too many who 
have never known peace, and they ~e all 
around us- from the face that looks up at 
us from the sidewalk beneath a blanket of 
newspapers, to the screaming child being 
dragged across the grocery store floor by 
the elbow. If you've ever worked in a 
group home, shelter, or prison, then you 
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know that there are people who have nev
er felt safe in their entire lives. I've worked 
in a home for emotionally trawnatized six- · 
to nine-year-olds and read ft.les of their 
experiences that seem irreparable. Unfor
tunately, so many of our systems seem to 
re-trawnatize these people, and so I won
der: will they ever have the peace that I 
have known ang seen on a First Day? 

I don't know the answer-in fact, I 
don't believe there is a definitive answer to 
that question-but I do know that there 
is a peace and a sanctuary within the walls 
of Quaker meetinghouses. I ·may not 
agree with every message in a meeting for 
worship, and I don't have to like every sin
gle individual there, but I never felt any 
physical harm would come to my person 
within its walls. Sometimes I don't think 
we Quakers realize how great a gift that is 
in today's world. I had a conversation with 
someone the other day who said that we 
are all here to share the gifts we have, and 
that the only sin is to withhold a gift. 
What a gift our places of peace are. 

I've been reading Jim Corbett recently, 
and so a lot of what I am writing about is 
influenced by his words. I recently went 
to the El Paso/Ciudad Juarez border 
where, as a seminary student, I was asked 
to think theologically about almost all of 
my experiences. Jim Corbett, a Quaker 
who was seminal in instituting the Sanc
tuary Movement in the 1980s for refugees 
of Central and South American wars, 
asked a question of the Quaker meeting 
that I am continuously struggling with: 
"Has meeting for worship simply become 
a time for us to experience our own ver
sion of some postrnodern personal salva
tion, or is it a springboard toward the cre
ation of a just and sustainable world?" 

For me, this kind of world has roots 
stemming from the portrayal of the Peace
able Kingdom by Elias Hicks that I have 
seen all my life and find myself contem
plating increasingly the older I get. I know 
what my "Peaceable Kin-dom" looked 
like; it was those comic books that paint
ed my inner sanctuary, and the meeting
house where I didn't have to participate in 
harm. I continually wonder what others 
do for peace and sanctuary; what does the 
Peaceable Kingdom look like for them? 

On the border, I witnessed a people 
with peaceful challenges I could never 
have imagined in my youth. The North 
American Free Trade Association-NAF
TA-has created a cycle of debt and fuels 
a cycle of violence with the strength of a 
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Everyone should 
have a place to go to for 

sanctuary. aut 
there are too many who 

have never known 
peace. Where is 
the Peaceable Kin-dom 
for them? 

hurricane. Local farmers in Mexico have 
to sell their land for scraps to multina
tional corporations who decimate the 
economy, community, and workforce. 
Refugees of wars and famine traverse 
countries filled with militia-like gangs to 
cross the barren deserts of northwest Mex
ico, often without food or water, and 
sometimes at costs that even I could not 
afford. Then they must break through the 

Opposite page: 
The church at Sin 
Fronteras {Without 
Borders), which 
provides shelter and 
help to migrant 
workers near the 
U.S.- Mexico border. 

Left: 
The "Cross of 
Crossing," at 
Annunciation House, 
EJ Paso, Texas. 

border territories, where hundreds of 
thousands have died against these fences 
we have built to keep the poor out and the 
rich in, where Minutemen and local 
xenophobes lurk with gun in hand, where 
the Border Patrol waits with handcuffs, 
ready to toss them out the door, with no 
thought to whether they live or die. But if 
they manage to get across, the country 
that waits for them rarely extends a hand 
but to slap them back to the ground. 
Where is the Peaceable Kin-dom for them? 

I saw the Peaceable Kin-dom in El Paso 
at the Annunciation House and Casa 
Vides. They have sheltered 90,000 
migrants in 30-some years of existence. 
The first things arrivers are asked are, ''Are 
you hungry?" and "Do you need a change 
of clothes?" T hen they are asked what 
their plans are, and their need is assessed 
ftom there. I also saw the Peaceable Kin
dom at the Sin Fronteras Organizing 
Project that provides shelter for those who 
grow the food we eat, and build and 
upkeep the environments we live in for 

Continued on page 58 
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byTom Dwyer 

n April 16, 2007, my friend 
Roger's son Derek O'Dell was 
shot and injured by Seung-Hui 
Cho in what has become 

known as the Vtrginia Tech Massacre. 
Derek's story has since been covered 
extensively on Tv, on the radio, and in 
countless printed articles, both in the 
United States and abroad. GQ Magazine 
labeled Derek as one of 2007's Men of the 
Year. In a GQ article, Derek recalls how 
the dean of the Veterinary School sent an 
e-mail to him and to his fellow survivors 
afrer the shootings, cautioning: "Don't be 
defined by the tragedy; allow your 
response to the tragedy to define you." 

Although 32 people were killed and 25 
were injured, the dean encouraged every
one involved to reject the impulse of 
allowing hatred, vengeance, negativity, 
and counter-violence to dominate their 
hearts and inform their actions. Instead, 
he suggested that the high, non-vindictive 
road, though difficult to walk, would be 
the better, more solid path to follow. 

Derek seems to have taken his dean's 
suggestions to heart. He not only survived 
this gruesome event, but has also contin
ued to attend to his and his classmates' 
physical and psychological wounds with 
care, sensitivity, and tenderness. Derek 
clearly and calmly spoke to the intrusive 
international media with intelligence and 
candor as everyone in the country tried to 
make sense of the massacre. He has con
tinued to work tirelessly to honor the 
memory of his slain classmates and 
instructors, and he continues to speak 
publicly about his ordeal, offering analy
ses that illuminate the senseless events of 
that horrible day. 
Tom Dwyer, a member of Abington (Pa.) Meet
ing, taught high school English for 35 years. 
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lence does not need to result 
in surprise, anger, fear, hatred, 
and hopelessness. Twice I 
helped create and participated 
in programs that took away 
students' opportunities for 
violent behavior through 
interaction, understanding, 
and compassion, creating a 
school that was safer, warmer, 
more inviting, more engag- ~ 
ing, and more peaceful. Q 

Soft is stronger than 
hard, water than rock, 
love than violence. 

Columbine, the Amish ~ 
School, Northern Illinois Uni- t;, 
versity, Vtrginia Tech: when- ~ 
ever I hear about another ~ 
school shooting, my mind § 
overflows with questions. ~ -Hermann Hesse 

The national react:lon and dialogue 
that ensued immediately afrer the Vir
ginia Tech tragedy troubled me because of 
its oversimplification. Some suggested 
that by arming security guards on cam
puses, or by allowing students to carry 
firearms to protect themselves, similar 
tragedies could be forestalled. "Shoot 
them before they shoot you," was the 
implicit message. Others seemed to iinply 
that there was little that anyone could 
really do to prevent such violent acts from 
occurring, or that such attacks happened 
so randomly and infrequently that it was 
unlikely that one would ever occur in 
their local school or community. 

My career as a public high school Eng
lish teacher has taught me a more hopeful 
lesson: violence in schools can be pre
vented and conflicts can be resolved non
violently when students are shown, 
taught, and drilled on how to make peace 
and how to become peacemakers. Vio-

Why did the assailant be- ~ 
have so cruelly and so violent

ly? I continue to wonder about Seung
Hui Cho. What allowed him to inflict 
such mindless violence on so many inno
cent people? What kind of pain must he 
have been in? What did he not get in his 
life that enabled him to be pushed over 
the edge and commit such heinous acts? 
What kindnesses were not bestowed on 
him when he was younger? Was there no 
one who saw his pain, no one who could 
help him diffuse it and possibly stop the 
tragedy from ever happening? Could 
someone have listened to, counseled, and 
guided him? What if there had been a web 
of observant people who could recognize 
his behavioral aberrations and upon see
ing his darkness, enabled others to pro
vide him with the support and structure 
that he must have needed? Couldn't his 
pain have been somewhat assuaged? 
Couldn't the Virginia Tech tragedy have 
been avoided? 

As a new teacher in the early '70s, I was 
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a founding member of a program called 
"Project 36" (so named because 36 weeks 
of school needed to be conquered and 
mastered by our students in order to be 
successfully promoted to the next grade). 
This project was an alterative program 
designed to help marginal students gain 
self-esteem through programmed success. 
Students were taught how to turn nega
tive feelings about school and about 
themselves into positive academic 
achievements. When the program ended 
in 1980, 99 percent of our students had 
been graduated from our school, an 
unlikely prospect for many of them before 
joining the program. Early in our work, 
my Project 36 colleagues and I realized 
that the only way that we could create 
success for our students was to enhance 
their self-images ·and consequently elimi
nate their tendencies toward self-apathy, 
antisocial interaction, self-destructive 
behavior, and violence. We observed our 
students; recognized their pain; listened 
to, counseled and guided them; and com
passionately taught them both 
academic and coping skills 
that helped make them good 
students and solid citizens. 

In 1993, 15 years after Proj
ect 36 ended, and by then hav
ing taught English for 20 
years, I realized that, although 
our school was doing its best to 
uncover hidden problems in 
students, it was overwhelmed 
and incapable of addressing all 
of the psychological, emotion
al, and undiagnosed issues that 
seemed to burden many stu
dents who, to many, did not 
appear troubled. But every day 
I saw teenagers who were 
alienated, depressed, aloof, os
tracized, shunned, or ignored 
disappear into the background 
of the school's corridors. When 
a guidance counselor invited 
interested staff to attend an 
organizational meeting to dis
cuss the creation of a program 
that would train students to 
help peers solve their own 
problems, I went. 

Our mission soon evolved 
into training student volun
teers to become active peer lis
teners, peer helpers, and peer 
counselors. We would provide 
our students with high-quality 
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monthly training; interaction with profes
sional experts from the community; and a 
time, place and structure where they 
could provide their classmates with confi
dential support and guidance. The "Peer 
Mentorship" program was born. We 
trained students who wanted to make the 
school safer and take an active role in 
improving the school's environment. In 
the back of my mind I understood that we 
would also more generally be teaching 
peace and making peacemakers. 

We created an invisible safety web 

Photos: 
Peer Mentor volunteers 
panicipate in a 
cohesiveness-building 
outdoor training 
session. 

throughout the school where our Peer 
Mentors would listen for, watch, and rec
ognize aberrations in their classmates, and 
through our training we also created a 
mechanism that informed professional 
staff when serious problems developed 
and professional intervention was 
required. Our Peer Mentors learned how 
to listen actively without judgment; to 
negotiate; to empathize; to be alert to the 
pain of others; to understand; and to be 
vested in helping their peers solve prob
lems in a .fair, meaningful, dignified, and 

honorable way. These caring 
volunteers dealt mostly with 
problems concerning parental 
miscommunication, boyfriend/ 
girlfriend friction, school trou
bles, alienation, gossip fallout, 
or conflicts with teachers. They 
also discovered and helped 
classmates address issues like 
eating disorders, self-mutila
tion, drug and alcohol abuse, 
inappropriate sexual behavior, 
abortion, and racial conflict. 
Peer Mentors led discussions 
that challenged hatred and big
otry, confronted mis-under
standing and prejudice, and 
often helped resolve problems 
between students before they 
blew up into major disputes 
or fights. 

Some of the work that Peer 
Mentors did can be described 
as first -level peacemaking. One 
day a boy brought a knife to 
school, intending to attack 
another student. A Peer Men
tor uncovered his intentions. 
Because I was alerted, we in
formed the appropriate admin
istrators and, I believe, prevent
ed a serious assault from occur
ring that afternoon. 

Continued on page 60 
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by Faith Morgan 

A mong the various books and 
pamphlets in our meeting's 
library, some focus on proving 
that war is wrong. Others 

expound on the large U.S. military expen
ditures, or the fact that a nuclear war 
would be a disaster. Some cover inequity 
in food and resource distribution as one of 
the causes of war. Each of these addresses 
part of the Peace Testimony, yet with 
world conditions. today I feel we need to 
broaden our view. 

We are at a unique time in hisrory, 

Faith Morgan, a member of Yellow Spring.r 
(Ohio) Meeting, works with her husband, Pat 
Murphy, at Community SolutUms in Yellow 
Spring.r Ohio {www.communitysolution.org). 
She directed CS's film The Power of Commu
nity: How Cuba Survived Peak Oil (2006), 
and was part of the editorial staff for CS's forth
coming book Plan C: Community Strategies 
for Surviving Peak Oil and Climate Change. 

for 

experiencing the end of cheap, abundant 
fossil fuels, the highest inequity since the 
Great Depression, accelerating climate 
change due to the burning of fossil fuels, 
and continuing war and civil unrest. I 
work in a nonprofit organization, Com
munity Solutions, that focuses on ways to 
alleviate the potential suffering that could 
result from these threats. I believe we can
not separate war from inequity, or fossil 
fuel use from climate change (C02 gener
ation). On the opposite page is a chart 
showing annual per capita income, fossil 
fuel use, and C02 generated for three 
regions of the world. 

The peak in world conventional oil 
production may have already occurred. 
Worldwide we are now using six barrels of 
oil for every new one we discover. And as 
oil production barely keeps up with soar
ing demand, these events are producing 
international stresses, which could lead to 
much worse conflict than that already 
~c~urrin~ in Iraq and ~lsewhere_. Besides 
nsmg pnces, we are seemg growmg com-

petition between nations to get access ro 
these dwindling energy-rich fossil fuel 
resources. This is because oil has been 
fueling our growth economy. The dynam
ic that faces us is that other countries want 
more of a share of this precious resource 
(which would mean less for us) while we 
in the U.S. · want to keep our economy 
growing. But ro maintain our economy's 
growth, we must take more and more of 
what is left, which creates intensifying 
pressure towards war. If the U.S. is suc
cessful, it means other nations would have 
less and become poorer. Their resistance 
to this could cause major unrest in the 
developing world, perhaps leading to vio
lent uprisings, civil wars, and revolutions. 

The root cause beneath these crises is 
our largely ignored fossil fuel-intensive 
way of life. We have become accus
romed to the ease that the burning of 
these fuels provides. 

Since the U.S. has exhausted much of 
the oil supplies on this continent, we have 
had to import from abroad. But this has 
come at the expense of other·people. The 
film Crude Impact shows statistics on 
human rights violations, inequity, and 
violence in those parts of the world that 
contain oil. The statement, "Our Ameri
can way oflife is not neg~tiable, " is at the 
heart of a foreign policy that requires 
access to the foreign sources of energy that 
we need to maintain how we live. Ulti
mately, the violence perpetrated daily by 
our government and corporations to 
bring us oil and maintain our lifestyle of 
ease is our responsibility. True peace, 
therefore, may require us giving up "the 
good life" as we know it today. 

How can we live to eliminate the pres
sures that cause and perpetuate violence 
and war? First, we need to srop turning a 
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blind eye to how our affluence is 
built on other's suffering. This is 
difficult to do as every conven
ience in our daily lives has 
become habitual. When we turn 
on a light, boot up our comput
er, or use any other electric 
appliance, we don't think of the 
destruction of the lives of hun
dreds of Appalachian families 
from blowing up mountaintops 
for coal, or the destroyed farms 
from longwall coal mining. 
When we buy food that is 
trucked or flown for thousands 
of miles using oil, we don't think 
of the people in Iraq and other 
war-torn oil-producing coun
tries. When we buy industrial 
meat we don't think of the 
intense suffering of animals in 
contained animal feeding opera
tions, or how corporate meat production 
uses enormous amounts of fossil fuels 
and produces even more greenhouse gas 
emissions than our transportation system. 
When we buy clothes and other con
sumer goods we are spared the awareness 
of the slave-like labor our corporations 
use "offshore. " 

However, this affluent, comfortable 
lifestyle is catching up to us through the 
triple threats of peak oil, inequity, and 
global climate change. Because of our 
energy dependence we are dangerously 
vulnerable when these fuels become scarce 
and expensive. In order to reduce the 
threat of wars over control of oil, we must 
voluntarily choose to curtail our use of 
fossil fuels and goods that use fossil fuels 
in their production and transportation. If 

we don't, we are faced with the possibility 
that either a third World War or global 
catastrophic climate change could lead to 
an Earth that is no longer habitable. 

Mildred Binns Young; in her article 
"The Individual Peaceful Life" in The 
Peace Testimony of Friends in the 20th Cen
tury, has written: "Peacemaking is no 
part-time job. It goes to the root of our 
lives, and makes its claim .. . . We [must] 
begin where we are." The Peace Testimo
ny requires that we take personal action in 
new ways. We are a Religious Society with 
a daily life practice, not just meditation 
and prayer, and not just on Sunday. I 
believe it is no longer enough to just "wit
ness" against war; we need to address our 
own complicity. This is not about writing 
letters for someone else to take action. 

PER PERSON - ANNUAL INCOME, BARRELS OF OIL USED, AND (02 GENERATED 

Population o/o of Pop Income per BOEper C 02 per 
Person person person 

us 300 million 4.5% $43,800 57.8 hoe 19.6 me 

OECD-L 700 million 10.5% $29,915 30.9 hoe 9.3 me 

Rest of the 
5,700 million 85.0% $5,832 8.3 hoe 2.7me World 

OECD-L: Western Europe, Canada and the industrial ctmntries of Asia-japan, South Korea, Australia, 
and New Zeaumd 
BOE: Barrels of Oil Equivaknt for all fossil foels 
TNE: tonne (metric ton) 
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The question is, "What can I 
do about it?" John Woolman is 
a good example for taking ini
tiative; he chose to stop keep
ing slaves in a time when slav
ery was still socially acceptable. 

We can no longer separate 
human violence from destruc
tion of the planet through 
global warming, or either of 
these from the way we in the 
U.S. live. Taking action to rad
ically reduce our use of oil will 
reduce the pressure for energy
based armed conflict, and at 
the same time slow the build-
up of dangerous greenhouse § 

~ 
gases in the atmosphere. ~ 

I don't believe we can ~ 
change our government in ~ 
time. So let's take a look at ~ 
what each of us can do. Our 

choices today can help break us out of a 
sense of powerlessness. This means taking 
personal responsibility for our own choic-
es of the food we eat, the house we live in, 
and how we get around. 

WAYS TO REDUCE THE AMOUNT 

OF FOSSIL FUEL WE USE 

Change your diet: Minimize the use of 
foods that require energy-intensive pro
duction, such as bottled and canned bev
erages and pre-packaged and highly
processed foods, and ones that require 
refrigeration and freezing. 

Reduce meat consumption: An indus
trial meat-based diet takes twice as many 
fossil fuel calories as a plant-based one. 
Factory meat production is also one of the 
highest producers of greenhouse gases. 
This does not mean the complete elimina
tion of meat. Meat can be provided with
out using high-energy feeds like corn and 
soybean meal. Locally grown meats using 
natural forage are not as energy-intensive. 

Purchase food differently: Buy food 
produced by local organic producers as 
much as possible. Petrochemicals are used 
when raising non-organic food. Join or 
start a Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) farm. Local production means less 
fossil fuel is used to transport the food and 
also helps to convert agriculture from a 
corporate-based, high energy-consuming 
model to a more local and efficient one. 

Preserve and store food: Canning or 
drying reduces the energy used to keep 
products frozen for months in commer-
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"Sometimes I feel as if we 
have our own life-time 
learning establishment:' 

-A Foxdale Resident 
Opportunities for growth abound at Foxdale Village, 
a community where each resident is encouraged to live 
fully and compassionately, with respect and care for 
each other. Three levels of care contribute to a graceful 
life at Foxdale: residential living in ground-floor garden 
apartments, assisted living, and skilled nursing. 

• Front-door public transportation to theatres, 
museums, sporting events, and shopping 

• Cultural and educational €61 
opportunities at nearby IJ · Foxdal e 
Penn State's campus Vi II 

• Reasonable fees include , I age 
lifetime medical care 
and pharmacy 

A Quaker-Directed Continuing 
Care Retirement Community 

SOO East ,\l<tr} I} n :\\ enue • State Colle~e. P:\ 1680 I • "" \\.f(mlalc\ illa~c.or~ 
For more information call (Sh) .us-.:;.U2 or (800) 2S3-LJ9Sl 

'EXCELLENCE IN 1.EARNING • GROWTH IN 'KNOWLEDGE 

ACA'D~MY 

-- ~-$~--

'EVERY 1.IFE IS TO BE 'EXPLORED 

CELEBRATED AND 'ENJOYED 

Founded in 1876 by Gideon Frost for "the children of Friends and 

those similarly sentimented," Friends Academy is a Qyaker, coeduca

tional, independent, college preparatory school on Long Island serv

ing 750 students from age three tnrough twelfth grade. 

Friends Academy • 270 Duck Pond Road 

Locust Valley/Glen Cove, NY ns6o 
Telephone: 516-676-0393 • www.fa.org 

Recru itment@fa.org 

cial storage. Buying produce locally for 
winter storage (like winter squash, onions, 
and carrots) will support local food pro
duction rather than that from hundreds 
of miles away, at:1d it will help develop 
local food security. 

Create a garden and/or a henhouse: 
Grow your own food or keep a few hens, 
and begin composting, starting with all 
those fall leaves. Consider replacing your 
fossil fuel-intensive lawn with a back or 
front yard garden. Use your compost, not 
petrochemical fertilizer. 

Transportation: The average car/van 
trip in the U.S. has 1.63 passengers, 
including the driver, so share rides as 
much as possible. Increasing the number 
of people in a car directly reduces energy 
consumed. Next, change to an efficient 
car. Driving less and more slowly, bicy
cling, and walking as much as possible are 
also important. 

Housing: Bigger is not better. The 
average square feet of living ,space per 
person in the U.S. has increased from 250 
to 800 square feet since 1950 and con
sumes 2.4 times the energy of European 
and Japanese residences. The first energy
saving step is to live in a smaller space. 
Smaller. homes, particularly multifamily 
units, use less energy to build and to heat 
and cool. Next, an extremely efficient house 
design called the Passive House has been 
developed in Germany that reduces home 
energy use by 80 to 90 percent. While it 
would be impossible to replace all existing 
homes with new ones, a passive retrofit of 
your home is an important option. 

Much of today's conflict is economic 
in nature, and U.S. policy is to maintain 
economic control of weaker counties. 
John Woolman said, "May we look upon 
our. treasures, the furniture in our houses, 
and our garments, and try [to determine] 
whether the seeds of war have [been] 
nourished in our possessions." Maybe it 
will be the fear of global warming that 
will wake us up ·and bring us to a place 
where we can finally say, "I will take 
delight in seeking and finding a way to 
live so as not to bring destruction to the 
planet and suffering to its people." As 
long as we in the U.S. continue to con
sume such prodigious amounts of oil, 
there cannot be peace. 0 
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by Jack T. Patterson 

A
s I sit writing this article, I hold 
in my hand a full-page ad placed 
by the Save Darfur Coalition 
with a message for President 

George W Bush. It might as well be ad
dressed to the many Friends and Friends 
organizations who struggle to answer the 
'same question: Over a scorched desert 
landscape filled with dozens of fresh 
graves the ad pleads, "When all the bod
ies have been buried in Darfur, how will 
history judge us?" How indeed? 

Following my retirement from the 
Quaker UN Office in New York a year 
and a half ago, I have been posing a sim
ilar question to a number of individual 
Friends and staff of Friends organizations 
struggling with a perceived inadequacy in 
many of our responses to genocide and 
other such massive violations of human 
rights. My goal has been to identifY the 
dilemmas Friends face and to locate our 
witness when the killing starts. What, I 
asked, is our best contribution then? 

· While I focused on genocidal situa
tions like Darfur and the earlier killing in 
Rwanda and Bosnia, I made it clear that 
responding to genocide is not the only 
challenge we face, nor is it necessarily at 
the top of our individual and corporate 
pyramids of concerns. Hunger and pover
ty kill more each year than war crimes, but 
for many of us, "stopping the killing" tears 
at our consciences in ways that are ago
nizing and perplexing. Many of our 
responses appear inadequate and even 
morally compromising. The either/or 
choice presented to us seems to be that of 
supporting calls for military intervention 
or doing nothing, sitting on our hands 
when we're not wringing them. 

The results of these discussions with 

jack T Patterson, a member of Shrewsbury 
(N J) Meet£ng,formerly served as a Quaker rep
resentative to the United Nations in New York, 
and now sells antique rural Irish forniture. This 
article grew out of his work as a consultant to 
AFSC on Friends respon.ie to genocide. 
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key individuals and groups of staff mem
bers here in North America as well as 
Europe and the Middle East were, on the · 
whole, encouraging and often inspiring. 
Confronting genocide is not a new issue 
for Friends, and important aspects of the 
dilemmas we face reconciling our desire 
to stop the killin~with adherence to our 
testimonies have ar·· n in recent years. 
Many readers will know this from their 
participation in such recent deliberations 

The either for 
choice presented 

to us in response 

to genocide seems to be 

that of supporting calls for 

military intervention 
or doing 

nothing. 

as Friends World Committee for Consul
tation, Section of the Americas' Friends 
Witness in a Time of Crisis Conference at 
Guilford College in 2003, with a subse
quent book by that title published in 
2005, and the book published by 
FRIENDS J OURNAL in 2006, Answering 
Terror: Responses to Wllr and Peace after 
91 II. Pendle Hill and FCNL, among oth
ers, have undertaken serious efforts as well 
to engage their constituencies in debate, 
and individual Friends, most notably 
Alan Pleydell of Quaker Peace and Social 
Witness in Britain, Diana Francis of Bal
timore Yearly Meeting, and Gianne 
Broughton of American Friends Service 
Committee/Canadian Friends Service 
Committee, have written movingly and 
wisely in ways that push our thinking 
forward. And Friends are not alone: Men- · 

nonites and Brethren, along with the 
World Council of Churches, have 

convened high-level · gatherings to 

Here and on page 40: Peacekeeping 
Monument, Ottawa, Canada, 

honoring the contribution made 
by Canadian peacekeepers. The 

inscription on the monument 
is a quote from Lester B. 

Pearson: "We need action 
not only to end the 

fighting but to 
make the 

peace." 



discern their own responses. 
All of my discussions quickly came up 

against the problems we face as Friends, as 
pacifists, when confliCts shift from the less 
violent pre-conflict stage to active vio
lence and genocide. Friends are generally 
comfortable with the roles we take in try
ing to defuse such conflicts before they 
become extreme as well as in the stage of 
conflict that follows when the killing has 
stopped, that of post-conflict peace-build
ing. It is when peaceful options seem to 
fall away that we are most acutely aware 
of the difficulties of continuing to act in 
ways that are meaningful to those who are 
the targets of such violence. 

Again, Friends and proponents of non
violence are not the only ones found 
wanting when widespread violence erupts 
and governments are unable or unwilling 
to protect their own citizens. Indeed the 
weak, sometimes non-existent efforts of 
governments and intergovernmental bod
ies like NATO and the UN have been at 
the heart -of the critics' argument that 
states have been too "risk averse" over and 
over again to intervene in timely fashion, 
from the Balkans to Darfur, choosing 
hypocritical measures that give the 
appearance of action, barely, leaving vic
tims to their fates. 

The demand for more "robust" inter
vention to stop genocide grew through
out the '90s. The call was led by outraged 
journalists like David Rieff and Michael 
Ignatieff reporting from the scene, and the 
example of Gen. Romeo Dallaire, who 
was the Canadian head of the UN token 
peacekeeping operation in Rwanda, 
author of Shaking Hands with the Devil, 
and seen in the movie Hotel Rwanda. 
While the initial calls for "humanitarian 
intervention'' focused almost solely on 
calls for military intervention, the impulse 
to intervene eventually grew into a much 
more nuanced and yet passionate call for 
the adoption of a new "international 
norm" called "The Responsibility to Pro
tect" or R2P. 

Still, in my view, the proposal for R2P 
remains as one of the most significant 
moral and political movements in our 
time and one of the most promising, 
when combined with efforts to abolish 
war-fighting as an acceptable means to 
resolve human conflicts. There's no sub
stitute for reading the report of the Inter
national Commission on Intervention 
and State Sovereignty (ICISS) that pro
vides the single most explicit and com-

pelting argument for R2P, and readers are 
urged to read it in its entirety at the Cana
dian government site http:/ /www.idrc.ca 
/en/ ev-9436-20 1-1-DO_ TOPIC.html. 

The heart of R2P is "the question of 
when, if ever, it is appropriate for states to 
take coercive-and in particular n:tili
tary-action against another state for the 
purpose of protecting people at risk in the 
other state." It answers by proposing what 
it calls a "new approach: a Responsibility 
to Protect" and a broadened threefold 
sequence of responsibility: First, a respon
sibility to prevent, then a responsibility to 
react, and finally, a responsibility to 
rebuild. Unlike the earlier calls for 
humanitarian intervention, R2P places a 
strong emphasis on and preference for 
preventive interventions in the hope such 
early action will stop any escalation of vio
lence and make more coercive, military 
action unnecessary. Indeed, prevention is 
described in the "Core Principles" ofR2P 
as the "single most important dimension 
of the responsibility to protect." 

Critics ofR2P, and there are many, fall 
into holders of one of two polarized, mir
ror image suspicions. Many in the Glob
al South fear that any broadening or loos
ening of restrictions on interference in the 
domestic affairs of member states will pro
vide one more rationalization for power
ful states to intervene in developing states 
for less than truly humanitarian reasons, 
while some in the Global North suspect 
that such arguments are being used with 
some success by major abusers among de
veloped states to avoid any form of ac
countability or sanction of their own hu
man rights abuses. The result has been an 
impasse at the UN in the implementation 
of the "responsibility to protect" it adopt
ed in the World Summit Message of2005. 

Do Friends fit into the R2P picture? 
My sense is that while some Friends are 
persuaded such a responsibility to inter
vene should be opposed as an inherent 
support for the use of armed force, 
many others, including most of those 
I interviewed, found much to sup
port in R2P along with several 
important reservations. 

While most Friends are rel
atively comfortable with the 
broadening of ideas of "state 
sovereignty" to include 
what Kofi Annan has called 
"individual sovereignty," i.e. 
the rights provided in the 
International Declaration of Human 

Rights, and are ready to see at least some 
forms of intervention used when states are 
unwilling or unable to protect their own 
citizens, the provision of a right to or 
requirement to intervene militarily in the 
"last resort" runs two dangers. First, it is 
likely that the "last resort" requirement to 
intervene militarily can be misused by 
nations determined to have their own 
way, the U.S. in Iraq being a living exam
ple. Proponents ofR2P have seriously and 
sincerely sought to fence in such efforts to 
exploit it through reference to Just War 
criteria, but there is scant evidence that 
such criteria have ever prevented or even 
restrained war. And second, while many 
Friends will support the emphasis on the 
"responsibility to prevent," as it puts the 
emphasis where Friend's "core practices" 
are most readily deployed, there is a 
"creedal" feel to the insistence that some
thing, in this case, military intervention, 
must be brought into play when certain 
conditions are met. The inclusion of a 
threat of military intervention may un
dermine the efforts of states to "prevent" 
conflict through early and non-military, 
even non-violent, initiatives to preclude 
violence. 

Is there a way for Friends to embrace 
the moral authority of the call for a Re
sponsibility to Protect as an international 
norm and address some of the reserva
tions identified above? 

I find two analogies useful here. First, 
there is the famous distinction of George 
Fox in his letter to Cromwell between 
Friends refusal to ?ear arms against any-
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exeru~mg me1r uun~ to mamtam puouc 
order-"the magistrate bears not the 
sword in vain"-acknowledging the need 
for coercive force in some situations. And 
second, there is a more recent analogy 
developed by Alan Pleydell of Quaker 
Peace and Social Wimess in London that 
many of us have found helpful in think
ing about R2P-that of the development 
of child protection law. It used to be, and 
still is in many places, that cases of domes
tic violence against children, as well as 

·women, could not be touched because of 
legal and social conventions that decreed 
that what went on behind the closed 
doors of a household, a family, was a pri
vate matter. Yet, step by step, the inter
pretation of law as it applied to families 

- changed. The idea of the sovereign invio
lability of the family (i.e., male rights) 
gives way to one of the primacy of the 
rights and interests of the child. 

R2P, the reasoning goes, is directly 
analogous to the responsibility of parents 
to feed, nurture, proteq, and develop 
their children. The purpose of child pro
tection law is not to throw more people in 
prison, but to "expand the space for the 
acceptance of help"- from friends, social 
workers, and so on- to restore emotion
al balance within the family. The paradox, 
he points out, is "that the earlier and less 
official the intervention-and the more it 
is understood as fundamentally friend
ly-the more likely it is to be received 
without protest or forceful resistance." 
But in the end, the society, the state, has 
the right to intervene forcefully to protect 
the rights of the child, even using the ulti
mate sanction of breaking up the family. 

The distinction in Fox's letter of sepa
rating one form of coercion from anoth
er- in effect the idea of policing from 
that of war-fighting-along with the sup
port given for some forms of coercive 
intervention in protecting a broader inter
pretation ofhuman rights, provides some 
interesting ground on which to stand in 
the face of genocide. 

Are Friends prepared to embrace a 
modus vivendi with international inter
vention that includes boycotts, sanctions, 
divestment, and more "robust" peace-

. keeping missions that rely less on the neu
trality of "blue helmets" than those that 
turn "khaki"? 

Increasingly the UN is under pressure 
to intervene in violent conflicts for which 
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tntervenuon m me last resort 1s tnat Ul'l 

peacekeeping will be called upon to shifT 
from traditional "blue helmet" peacekeep
ing operations where there is a peace to 
keep (policing ceasefires, truces, and nego
tiated peace agreements) to that of"peace 
enforcement" in the midst of violent con
flict where there is no peace to keep. 

My sense is that Friends are shifring in 
their view of UN peacekeeping and are 
increasingly prepared to support deploy
ments for the purpose of enforcing peace 
when there is no peace, i.e., somewhat 
more militarized peacekeeping opera
tions-for example, the current small AU 
force in Darfur and the proposed larger 
UN force for the purpose of protecting 
vulnerable populations. 

Friends could support the shifT of UN 
peacekeeping from the traditional blue 
helmeted operations to the somewhat 
more militarized enforcement missions, 
bl1t work alongside them, or perhaps 
within them, to emphasize the ':policing" 
roles of such deployments rather than the 
"war-fighting" roles envisioned by some. 

As traditional peacekeeping evolved, it 
depended very litcle on its military trap
pings for its success, but rather developed 
an impressive array of non-violent 
approaches to solving problems that 
became its mainstay. So it may be with 
peace enforcement, if undertaken in the 
spirit of policing. A few Mennonite 
activists and academics, for example, are 
actively exploring the idea of "Just Polic
ing" as a means of providing protection 
while avoiding violence. Perhaps we 
should join them in their consideration. 

If there is a line, and I believe there is, 
it lies in making a distinction between 
coercion and violence, between policing 
and war-fighting. Such a distinction is 
based less on opposition to coercion and 
the use of force than it is on drawing the 
line at the use oflethal violence and armed 
military intervention as a means of impos
ing solutions--even those that genuinely 
seek to protect vulnerable peoples. It is a 
distinction that requires a robust response 
to genocide within our capacities. 

Does such a line exist? If it does it puts 
us on a difficult and sometimes ambigu
ous path. Indeed our most important role 
may be that of"holding" the dilemmas to 
give time and space for their eventual res
olution on the basis of new insights and
well- revelation. 0 
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Integrity Means Being Part of the Solution 

by Ruah Swennerfelt and 
Louis Cox 

"We want to hear more about the Earth
care resources you mentioned at your presen
tation last night," our hosts said after we had 
rested &om a long, hot day of walking. We 
were near the end of our six-month, 1,400-
mile "Peace for Earth Walk" from Vancouver, 
British Columbia, to San Diego, California, 
from November 2007 to April 2008. By that 
point in our pilgrimage, we had given formal 
presentations to more than 1,000 people, 
mostly Friends, at some 60 gatherings. 

Our new hosts had been talking all that 
morning about living more lightly on the 
planet after being moved by our skit about 
John Woolman and his living in right rela
tionship with all of Creation. As Friends, they 
had been feeling the call to live with integrity, 
to stop being part of the problem and start 
being part of the solution. Now they were 
ready for specific changes in their lives, so we 
spent the evening fielding questions ori every
thing &om travel to energy and &om leisure 

. activities to diet. 
In truth, when it comes to caring for God's 

creation, no action is too small. This was 
shown vividly in a National Geographic video 
we watched recently, titled Human Footprint, 
about the huge demand that our a.ffiuent liv
ing can place on the Earth's limited resources. 
Simple actions like bringing our own cloth 
bags to the grocery store and carrying our own 
mugs when traveling can add up to big posi
tive impacts over our lifetimes. Just as impor
tant, these habits frequently remind us that we 
are part of the web of life and therefore 
responsible for everything we do. This is why 
we concluded our formal Peace for Earth 
Walk presentations with "homework assign
ments," providing some beginning steps for 
Friends to put into practice. 

· The first thing we told our listeners was 
that we can't do this by ourselves. We are bom
barded today by corporate advertising and 
other signals from the dominant culture that 
tell us what to buy, what to wear, or what 
house or car will make us "complete" as indi
viduals. But if Earth-friendly living comes 
down to being in right relationship, we need 
our social networks for wisdom and strength 
to make better choices. 

Ruah Swennerftlt and Louis Cox are members 
of Burlington {Vt.} Meeting. 
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One way to treat our addiction to materi
alism is to start a support or study group of 
like-minded people who can provide inspira
tion, challenge, and encouragement to make 
changes and stick to them. In a personal note, 
Ruah acknowledges that, even though she 
buys used clothing, it's hard for her to stop 
consuming. "What is it that compels me to 
stop at yet another thri& store to buy some
thing else for my closet when my closet is 
already full?" She then shares that one Friend 
has proposed a 12-step program for con
sumers, often getting laughs when she goes on 
to picture herself saying, "Hi, I'm Ruah and 
I'm a consumer." 

We highly recommend the Northwest 
Earth Institute (www.nwei.org) as a resource 
for discussion groups. We have been part of 
one in our community for four years, and par
ticipants have found it to be so meaningful 
that most have made significant changes. 
NWEI offers eight discussion guides to work 
in small groups, which can be in your meet
ing, neighborhood, or workplace. Another 
great resource for a discussion group is the 
workbook The Low Carbon Diet-A 30-Day 
Program to Lose 5,000 Pounds, by David Ger
shon, published by the Empowerment Insti
tute. This study course works on positive ways 
to make changes and doesn't invoke guilt. 
Those we know who have worked with this 
book have been encouraged and enthusiastic. 

We also recommend Earthcare for Friends 
-A Study Guide for Individuals and Faith 
Communities, &om Quaker Earthcare Wit
ness, as a resource for adult education sessions. 
It has lessons, readings, activities, and scrip
tural references on many of the pressing eco
logical issues of the day as seen &om a spiritu
al perspective. There is also a companion 
book, Earthcare for Children-A First Day 
School Curriculum, which has been widely 
used and appreciated. 

One of the most exciting resources we 
learned about on our walk is The Better World 
Shopping Guide: Every Dollar Makes a Differ
ence by Ellis Jones, &om New Society Pub
lishers. This little and inexpensive book rates 
companies that produce and manufaCture 
most of the types of items we buy in grocery 
stores, drug stores, gas stations, furniture 
stores, and even where we do our banking. 
Each company is rated &om A+ to F; criteria 

are presented to help us make good, sustain
able decisions; and even a "Corporate Hero" 
and "Corporate Villain'' are identified and 
described. We've been surprised and delighted 
with the response to this book. When we've 
brought it out in a home, the children have 
been quick to pick it up and search for their 
favorite foods, body care products, clothing, 
or electronics producers. 

While it's necessary to shi& our purchases 
to those corporations that are acting responsi
bly, it's also impottant to cultivate a habit of 
generally consuming less of the world's limit
ed resources. The idea goes back at least as far 
as World War II, when posters promoted fru
gality with the mono, "Use it up-Wear it 
out-Make it do or do without." This applies 
to our stewardship of energy as well. Many 
people we meet say they are interested in 
installing solar panels on their homes. We tell 
them this is a great idea-but only after they 
have reduced their electricity and hot water 
demand to less than half that of the typical 
wasteful North American household. 

We can all learn to use a lot less water, 
toothpaste, shampoo, heating fUel, or com
mercial beverages; to do less driving; and to 
simplify our gift-giving. The list goes on and 
on. The core idea is learning to stop consum
ing when we discern we have enough to 
satisfy our needs. As a way of supporting 
this, we encourage people to compare their 
monthly bills and give themselves stars when 
their increased mindfulness results in 
decreased consumption. 

We can all rediscover the pleasure of low
consumption activities such as walking, bik
ing, sharing music, and good conversations. 
This is a good way to start weaning ourselves 
away &om commercial television and other 
kinds of exposure to advertising, which 
encourages unnecessary consumption by 
making us feel continually dissatisfied with 
what we have. 

It is natural for us to resist behavioral 
changes that we perceive as sacrifices or duties 
imposed &om the outside. But it is also natu
ral for us to want to make the world a better 
place for all, and to undertake such changes 
joyfully and enthusiastically, as a result of 
widening our boundaries of self-interest and 
compassion to include all of Creation. 0 
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.Lrut: goauness aoes nor turn peopte out o; tbe worta, out ena/Jles tbem to ttve 
better in it, and excites their endeavors to mend it." - William Penn, z682 

Non violence 
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Nonviolence: The History 
of a Dangerous Idea 
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Martin's Big Words: 
The Life of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
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Flying Close to the Sun: 
My Life and Times as a 
Weatherman 
By Cathy Wilker!on. Seven Stories Press, 2007. 
422 pages. $26.95/hardcover. 

Cathy Wtlkerson stood at the center of a 
key moment pf protest during the Viemam 
War. She was in the townhouse that blew up 
in New York on March 6, 1970, killing three 
Weatherman members who were malcing 
bombs in the subbasement. Cathy's father, 
who owned the house, knew nothing of her 
activities there. She and another woman 
(Kathy Boudin) survived the blast, escaped, 
and disappeared. The FBI sought them, and 
Cathy Wilkerson remained a fugitive until 
1980, when she surfaced with a three-year-old 
daughter, pleaded guilty to the illegal posses
sion of explosives, and served 11 months in 
prison before being paroled. Afrer that, she 
earned a teaching degree, and she is now a 
mathematics educator in New York City. 

You may not know that Cathy has some 
Quaker roots. Her mother is a Friend, and 
while Cathy was in grade school she attended 
meeting. She found it boring. But in her teen 
years, when she worked as a counselor
in-training at Farm and Wt!derness Camp 
in Vermont, she was more favorably 
impressed-the silent meetings, held in the 
cabins, "were occasions to express hurts or joys 
and know you would be heard. The young 
people used it with uncanny wisdom." She 
later returned to the camp as a senior coun
selor, and she writes that the daily 20-minute 
Quaker meeting "affirmed the growing rela
tionships among us. . . . We ofren discussed 
issues of peace and justice, how they applied 
to the world at large, and how they came up 
in our personal relationships." 

Cathy didn't attend a Friends secondary 
school like her older sister, Ann, who went to 
George School, but she did study at Quaker
founded Swarthmore College, from which she 
graduated in 1966. 

At Swarthmore, Cathy's leaning toward 
justice and truth led her to become involved 
in Civil Rights activities in the nearby city of 
Chester, and in the antiwar movement. There 
she came into contact with the Students for a 
Democratic Society. Afrer graduating, she first 
rried conventional politics, working in the 
Congressional campaign of Robert Kasten
meier, a progressive Democrat in Wisconsin. 
It didn't satisfy her. "What was missing was 
the sense of urgency that I had felt around 
movement people, that things weren't chang
ing fast enough and that the myths that main
tained the status quo were not being dispelled 
or challenged openly." At the end of 1966 she 

went to Chicago and began editing the SDS's 
New Left Notes. 

Cathy's position at the hub of SDS infor
mation-gathering meant that she was very 
well informed about the ugly side of the U.S. 
involvement in Viemam. In 1969, when the 
My Lai massacre surfaced in the media, where 
it was received with outrage and presented as 
"an exception," Cathy writes that this seemed 
hypocritical. "We had known about the sys
tematic torture and killing for years. We had 
talked with vets who had told us about their 
training and experience on 'search and 
destroy' missions, and we knew that inflicting 
terror-random and overwhelming-was 
part of the strategy." SDS was also well aware 
of the brutal treatment of the leaders of mili
tant black nationalist groups by the FBI. 

When Cathy saw evil she was impelled to 
confront it, as an exercise of her conscience
but more than that, with a determination to 
stop it. In 1967, when SDS challenged uni
versities over their involvement in the war, 
Cathy reflects: "We wanted to not only 
protest and expose university complicity, but 
also actually disrupt the cogs of the war 
machine--stop recruiters, interfere with the 
induction process-and generally gum up the 
works." She adds, "There was little clarity 
whether that meant we were still committed 
to nonviolent tactics of the Civil Rights Move
ment or if it meant a new kind of militancy in 
which demonstrators responded with violence 
to the consistent aggression and violence of 
the police." 

SDS initially began using participatory 
democracy for its decision making, following 
Robert's Rules of Order, but it slid into "the 
same kind ofbackroom deals and attempts at 
emotional vote manipulation that character
ized mainstream politics." (This accelerated 
afrer the intensification of the FBI's COINTEL

PRO dirty tricks aimed at disrupting SDS and 
other organizations, and with the chaotic 
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interference of the Progressive Labor Party.) 
Cathy continues: "Ir was easy ro forget that 
the goal was to convince one's opponents, not 
to humiliate them in order to decrease their 
power." She reflects: "It was here, although 
imperceptible at first, that I began to lose my 
bearings. It's a direct line from abandoning 
hope for those close to you to abandoning 
hope for the larger population." 

In late 1969, when the secretive Weather
man emerged out of SDS, Cathy sought 
membership in it, convinced that this was a 
hopeful if desperate way forward. During her 
intense pre-entry interview by a collective, she 
writes, "Suddenly it seemed urgent that I get 
myself accepted." Looking back years later, 
she notes how her implicit acquiescence to the 
silencing ethic of"need to know" hindered her 
ability to discern, and this helped her miss see
ing the "political idiocy" of the absence in 
Weatherman of clear goals, other than retalia
rory violence. 

In this book Cathy tries faithfully to pres
ent views she once held but no longer does, 
which enables the reader to trace the evolution 
of her awareness. She breaks into the narrative 
with occasional flashes forward, ro share how 
her thinking shifted during her years in hid
ing and in the years since then. She is self-crit
ical, but without discarding her respect for the 
person she was then. She still holds that her 
desperate actions were better than no response 
at all to the evils of U.S. policy. 

With the exception of not revealing where 
and with whom she hid during the 1970s, 
Cathy writes with great candor. She does not 
shy away from topics like involvement with 
drugs and the breaking down of monogamous 
relationships. 

What is powerful about this book is not 
what Cathy has experienced-which was re
markable enough-but how she has processed 
her thinking in the intervening years. I am 
amazed by her precision and clarity in describ
ing her own history as well as the social events 
and thinking of these turbulent years, much 
of which I now see in a new light. She searched 
for global solutions to political and economic 
injustices that are still with us. She hasn't 
found the answers, but she has made valuable 
progress in formulating the questions. 

This book is rich with precious learnings 
for the reader to ponder, won at great cost. 
Here is one of them: After describing what 
"organizing" meant in her SDS days, she 
notes, "The heart of organizing, I would say 
now, is helping people notice things that don't 
make sense, and helping them formulate their 
own questions and find ways to investigate 
these questions." This is va)uable advice for a 
would-be organizer today. 

Another learning relates ro the role of 
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WAR IS FOREVER 

The Fund for Prosthetic-Orthotic Rehabilitation -Vietnam 
is in the process of building a rehabilitation center in Quang Ngai, 
Vietnam where AFCS had a center during the war, to service disabled 
war casua lties. 

So Far 
Donations have provided service for over 440 amputees and 
disabled, with help from a center further north, and paid for a 
cement foundation, surrounding wa ll, electric poles, and a patient 
dormitory. 

Next Step 
We need to raise $200,000 to build and equip a workshop and 
additional offices as well as to support ongoing expenses until the 
Vietnamese can run and maintain the center themselves. 

Please help by sending a donation in the ~nvelope inserted in the 
centerfold of this Friends Journal. Donations are tax deductible. 

Thank you. 

LET'S SEE WHAT LOVE CAN DO. 
William Penn 

The Fund for Prosthetic-Orthoti c Reha bilit a t ion -Vietnam 
Roger Marshall - Director 

P.O. Box 639, Corinth, Maine, 04427 
Tel : 207-285-7746 

E-mail: rogervn@midmaine.com 
Website: www.vietnamrehab.org 
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women. In 1969 she sharply criticized those 
who wanted to caucus separately from men. 
She called feminists "man-hating freaks"-a 
formulation, she writes, that now embarrasses 
her. With acquired wisdom, she reflects back: 
"I could not yet imagine that women togeth
er could explore different ways of defming not 
only womanhood but humanity as a whole." 

This book has touched me deeply-partly 
because the 1960s were also central in the 
formation of my own political awareness, 
but mostly in response to Cathy's searching 
and honesty. 

After reading it, I am led to pose two 
queries for us Quakers. First: When privilege 
threatens to insulate us from truth, what steps 
can we take to stay meaningfUlly engaged in 
the pursuit of justice? And second: How well 
does the Religious Society of Friends work 
with those among us who are fiercely pro
pelled by their Inner Voice to confront injus
tice, and help them stay centered and not lose 
their bearings? 

-Robert Dockhorn 

Robert Dockhorn, senior editor of FRIENDS 
jOURNAL, is a member of Green Street Meeting 
in Philadelphia, Pa. 

Walk With Us: Triplet 
Boys, Their Teen Parents 
md Two White Women 
Who Tagged Along 
By Elizabeth K Gordon. Crandall Dostie & 
Douglass Books, 2007. 320 pages. 
$19.95/paperback. 

In a surprisingly honest, beautifully writ
ten memoir, Elizabeth (Kathryn) Gordon shares 
a period of her life when she and her partner, 
Kaki, invited teen parents and their triplet 
infants to live with them in their North 
Philadelphia home. Gordon reveals her joys 
and struggles in being part of this multi-class, 
biracial, multicultural family: Through her 
story we discover the terrible violence of grind
ing poverty and ever-present racisrri. We also 
see how cultural difference strikes and divides 
when and where we least expect it, even when 
everyone is trying very hard to "do good." 

The facts are simple. Tahija and Lamarr 
were North Philadelphia teens caught in fam
ily and cultural patterns that led tO Tahija 
being pregnant (with triplets), homeless, and 
without the practical and, at times, emotion
al resources tO begin family life. Lamarr met 
Kaki through the Alternatives to Violence 
Program and asked for help. Kaki and 
Kathryn decided to take Tahija into their 
home, to provide her a safe and healthy place 

to wait for and then care· for (sometimes with 
Lamarr) the three tiny boys. 

But it proved much more complicated, 
largely because of racism, cultural, and class 
difference. Gordon reveals such difference in 
her own and her partner's backgrounds. Both 
wrute, lesbian, middle-class Quakers, Kaki 
and Kathryn have very different class and cul
tural pasts; Kaki was from a prosperous, well 
educated, upper-middle class suburban fami
ly, while Kathryn was the first in her alcohol 
and abuse-plagued family to have a college 
degree. Kaki, employed as an executive at 
AFSC, seems to know who she is and where 
she is going. Kathryn flails around looking for 
paid work and identity. Add to their home 
Tahija and Lamarr, African American, Mus
lim teens grasping at their identity as partners, 
parents, and responsible members of a violent, 
racist, materialistic society. One window into 
these young people's world is the words of 
Tahija's journal, wruch Gordon places at the 
start of most chapters. They tell of daily chal
lenges of the young, inexperienced mother. 
She is full oflove for her three tiny sons but is 
struggling to balance their needs, and hers, for 
education, resources, and personal time. 
Through Tahija's writings we see her truths as 
the family struggles over what is best for the 
boys-what kind of food and how much, 
what kind of limits and how many, and by 
whom and how the boys can best be loved. 

Difference divides, causes conflict, leaves 
everyone exhausted. Bias is revealed on both 
sides; racism, with the anger and mistrust it 
breeds, is experienced by both black and w!Ute . 

. Several times Gordon digs deep to under
stand her leading to be part of t!Us family. 
What God reveals to her is the need to con
tinue to be faithful, to continue to try to for
give, to continue to be part of the reconcilia
tion that comes from eventually understand
ing another's perspective. Gordon quotes 
Hannah Arendt: "The only power we can 
have over the past is forgiveness." Ultimately, 
all the characters in t!Us story learn that the 
only power we have over the future is love. 

Quakers and others should read t!Us book. 
In addition to telling a compelling story of one 
woman's struggle to live a leading to address 
racism, Gordon is a master of metaphor and 
story. Over and over again, you see her words 
as pictures, feel her experiences in your heart. 
Clearly, Gordon is a writer. She has used her 
gift to make a difficult but meaningful period 
in her life into a book that teaches, enrettains, 
and demonstrates how we can grow spiritual
ly from living and loving in diversity. 

-Liz Yea!! 

Liz Yea!! is a member of Austin (Tex.) Meeting. 
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A lifesharing community with 
adults with intellectual disabilities 

LOOKING FOR MEANINGFUL SERVICE? 
Consider Innisfree. We seek Community Caregivers 
to live and work with our residents who have intellec
tual disabilities. Our caregivers come from ar·ound 
the world and ~ive in small, family-style homes with 
our "coworkers." Caregivers serve at least one year 
and receive a monthly stipend plus room, board, 
medical coverage, and other benefits. 

Innisfree is nestled on 550 acres in the foothills of 
Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains. We produce beauti
ful handicrafts, delicious baked goods, and organic 
vegetables and herbs in our therapeutic workstations. 

A year of service . . . A lifetime of memories. 

5505 Walnut Level Road • Crozet, Virginia 22932 • Phone: 434-823-5400 
E-Mail: info@ innisfreevillage.org • Web: www.innisfreevillage.org 

FRIENDS JOURNAL offers the classic book 

BENJAMIN 
The Meetinghouse Mouse \ 
by Benjamin, as told to Clifford Pfeil, 
with illustrations by John D. Gummere 

If you remember the Benjamin stories 
in past issues, you will be happy to share them
now in book form-with your children, grandchildren, and Friends! 

Look for Benjamin in Friends bookstores or order directly from FRIENDS jOURNAL: 

Please send me copies of Benjamin @ $6.00 each, plus $2.00 shipping and handling 
($3.50 for shipping and handling ourside U.S., Canada, and Mexico). My check is enclosed. 

Name ------------------------ ----

Adm~ -------------------------------~--------
c icy State ZIP -------------------------------------

Councry, if other than U.S. -------------------

Please mail to Friends Journal, 1216 Arch Street, 2a, Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835. 
If any questions please call (2 15) 563-8629. 

Thanking and Blessing
The Sacred Art: Spiritual 
Vitality through Gratefulness 
By jay Marshall. Skylight Paths Press, 2007. 
176 pages. $1699/paperback. 

Thanking and Blessing-The Sacred Art: 
Spiritual Vitality through GratefUlness is a part 
of "The Art of Spiritual Living Series," pub
lished by Skylight Paths. This is an easily read 
guide to the spirirual practices of nurruring 
an attirude of thankfuln~ and taking actions 
ofbl~ings. 

It was somewhat of a cosmic joke that I 
received this book for review while I was 
recovering from a serious case of acute pan
creatitis. To say the least, I was thankful to 
have survived without permanent damage 
and was ready for acts ofbl~ings. 

Jay Marshall, PhD, who serves as dean of 
Earlham School of Religion, is a recorded 
Friends minister and is the author of The Ten 
Commandments and Christian Community, 
The Beatitudes of Christmas, Family Faults, and 
Where the Wind Blows. Marshall writes from a 
Christian, specifically Quaker, perspective, 
and while understanding the theological basis 
of his teachings and suggestions, I found it 
useful, in my case, to translate his theistic lan
guage into nontheistic language that was 
meaningful to me. 

I appreciated Marshall's use of biblical quo
tations and feel this would be particularly help
ful for Friends who do not have a strong bib
lical education. He is, however, at his best 
when he tells his own story of how he has come 
to live out the art of thanking and blessings. 

Marshall begins with inviting us to recog
nize that the Divine is present in all aspects of 
our world, enabling us to see it not as foreign 
territory, but as a more welcoming and friend
ly place. He reminds us of the statement in 
Genesis that afrer God created all creatures, 
the Lord bl~ed them and considered his 
work to be good. Further, Marshall also refer
ences similar teaching from other traditions. 
For example, he cites the statement, "I am 
Father and Mother of the world," from the 
Bhagavad Gita. 

Marshall writes that the actual practice of 
thankfuln~ can begin with regular medita
tions on textS that highlight God's original 
bl~ings, for example, passages found in 
Psalms 8 and 104. He also suggests the prac
tice of journaling and of spending time in 
favorite places that can be sacred spaces for 
meditation and reflection. As a farm kid in 
northern Minnesota, I had a secret place in 
the woods that, as I look back in memory, was 
a sacred space. 

Marshall cites Thomas Kelly, who wrote, 
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"Deep within us all there is an amazing inner 
sanctuary of the soul, a holy place." He quotes 
the prayer in Psalm 139:7, "Where can I 
escape from' Your spirit?" 

Perhaps many readers of FRIENDS JOUR
NAL can tell their story of when they fdt for 
the first time that they were part of a unity 
that encompassed the universe. Marshall tdls 
his own story of just such a transforming 
moment. It happened as he was walking to his 
car after teaching a class in world religions. In 
an instant his perspective on life was changed. 
He became aware of the unity of all things 
under the surface. It came to him that he 
could have a much larger picrure of life that 
served as a backdrop against which each indi
vidual event and encounter unfolded. He calls 
this perspective "living sacramentally." 

For Marshall, living sacramentally involves 
that very Buddhist practice ofbeing fully pres
ent to each moment and each event in our 
daily lives. He suggests that we follow George 
Fox's teaching, to "Walk cheerfully over the 
Earth, answering that of God in everyone." 

In this way we practice the art of blessing, 
of being a blessing to others. He writes that 
our love for others is the greatest blessing and 
contributes to the healing and transforming of 
our world, quoting the Dalai Lama, "If there 
is love, there is hope that one may have real 
families, real brotherhood, real equanimity, 

. real peace." 
Marshall writes that loving others is more 

of an attitude than a feeling. We can be indif
ferent to others, but we also can choose to 
love. He tells a sweet story from early in his 
relationship with the woman whom he would 
eventually marry. They were having an argu
ment. In the midst of the disagreement they 
hdd onto an attitude of love for each other. 
He references the Buddhist Loving Kindness 
Sutra which has a line, "Let his (the person for 
whom you are praying) thoughts ofboundless 
love pervade the whole world." 

In summary, Jay Marshall offers many use
ful suggestions on how we can live our lives 
supported and nourished by learned attitudes 

FRIENDS ]OURNAL]uly 2008 

of thanksgiving and acts of blessings for our
selves and all other beings in this, our much 
loved world. 

-Brad Sheeks 

Brad Sheeks is a member of CentraL PhikuleL
phia (Pa.) Meeting and works part-time as a 
hospice nurse. 

God's Healing Grace: 
Reflections on a Journey 
with Mental and Spiritual 
Illness 
By Marie/Jen Gilpin. Pendle HiLL Pamphlet 
#394, 2008. 36 pages. $5/pamphlet. 

Mariellen Gilpin writes as a Friend who 
copes with mental illness in the context of a 
rich and full spiritual life, with the help of 
God, her husband, medical interventions, ~d 
supportive counseling as needed, and a lovmg 
Quaker community. "Through trial and error 
over years, I have learned how to find .and ~><:n
efit from the right kind of help, while mam
taining personal responsibility for my tr~t
ment and recovery." She is extraordinary m 
her ability to articulate an ongoing journey 
that takes her into territory that may be unfa
miliar, or even threatening, to many of us. Her 
ways of understanding her illness are 
described in this pamphlet clearly and honest
ly, with an awareness of the difficulties that 
readers may have in accepting some aspects of 
what she describes. For example, she interprets 
her psycho-spiritual experien~ as "dem~ns" 
with whom she must negotiate, but writes, 
"Friends are wdcome to decide whatever they 
wish about the literal reality of the demonic. I 
may be simply praying for unruly aspects o.f 
myself and coming to peace With myself 
Whatever we choose to make of her interpre
tations, the insights that she offers are gen
uinely profound and useful. It is evident that, 
although her illness requires a great deal from 
her and from those around her, she gives back 
at least as much as she receives-as she 
acknowledges when she writes that "needing 
support and being able to give it are not mutu
ally contradictory." This pamphlet is an ~
pie of the meaningful support, the Wisdom 
and encouragement, that she has to offer the 
extended community of Friends, including 
those who may face similar challenges. 

-Kirsten Backstrom 

Kirsten Backstrom is a member of Multnomah 
Meeting in Portklnd, Oreg. Her ministry as a 
spirituaL counselor for those coping with iLLness, 
Loss, or Life transition has been taken under the 
care of her meeting. 

Retreat and Study Center 

2495 FOX GAP ROAD. BANGOR PA 

"NEW LEADERSHIP is needed 
for new times, but it will 
come as we who lead find 
the courage to take an inner 
journey- a journey that 
faithfully pursued will take us 
beyond ourselves to become 
healers in a wounded world." 

- Parker Palmer 

COURAGE TO LEAD~ 
Reconnecting "who you are, with what you 
do," Courage to Lead retreats provide an 

opportunity for participants to renew 
personal Identity, professional integrity, and 
vocational vitality. Introductory retreats: 
June 20- 22 or Oct. 1-1 2, 2008; Seasonal 
Retreat series beginning· Nov. 11-13, 2008 

CREATING A CULTURE OF PEACE 
Creating a Culture of Peace is a spiritually 
grounded resource for times like these, for 
people like us! It Is a nationwide program 
for community peacemaking, based at 

Klrkridge. 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2008 

Facilitator Training - Culture of Peace 
Janet Chisholm, The Rev. T. Micha~l Rock 
Aug. 6- 10, 2008 or Dec. 2- 7, 2008 

Exodus for Today: Let My People Go 
Dan Berrigan, Liz McAlister 
Sept. 19-21 , 2008 

Doing Our Own Work: A Seminar for 
Anti-Racist White People 
Melanie Morrison, Chris Paige 
Oct. 9- 12 and Nov. 20-23, 2008 

Veterans Program: 
The Healing of Memories 
Michael Lapsley 
Oct. 24-26, 2008 

Love Force: The Peacemaker's Way 
Richard Deats, Ralph and Christine Dull 
Oct. 31- Nov. 2, 2008 

WWW.KIRKRIDGE.ORG 

61 0-588·1793 

49 



Monteverde Cheese Factory. 
Take a Costa Rica Study Tour 

to investigate before you invest. 
Worried about the U.S. economy? Think about a financially sound, 

new ~pportunity to invest in a Quaker-founded, fifty-five-year-old company, 
in a country without an army. Ask your tax advisor about a deduction for 

study tours on August 6 to 13, December 3 to 1o,or, January 7 to 14. 

For stock prospectus call Roy Joe Stuckey 

(937) 728-9887 
e-mail: rstuckeyl@earthlink.net; 

click on crstudytours.com 

*All graduates accepted to college 

*Self-directed, lifelong learning 

*3:1 student-to-teacher ratio 

*Shared work program 

*Organic gar en and fatm! 

*Supportive and diverse community 

*Laptop computer program 

*Daily Collection, weekly 

Meeting for Worship 

Upcoming Events 

• May 3-September 22-An exhibition of 
Quilts and Quaker Heritage will be on display 
at the Virginia Quilt Museum in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia. The exhibition will feature over 30 
quilts, clothing, vintage photographs, samplers, 
and related items. Most of the quilts were 
made in the mid-19th century by a close cir
cle of Friends under care of Baltimore Yearly 
Meeting. Quilts by contemporary quilter Jan
ney Lupton will also be on display. For more 
information contact Mary Holton Robare at 
(540) 667-4557 or <fivers@comcast.net>. 

•July 10-13-Youth Empowerment Gather
ing, hosted by American Friends Service 
Committee, middle Atlantic Region. Take 
Basic HIP training or a HIP Refresher Semi
nar. For more information go to <WWW.afsc 
.orglhipp/upcoming.htm>. 

•January 13-17, 2009-Heeding God's CalL· 
A Gathering on Peace, put on by Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting, the Church of the Brethren, 
and the Mennonite Church USA, at Arch 
Street Meetinghouse, in Philadelphia, Pa. To 
contact the Steering Committee e-mail <info 
@peacegathering2009 .org> or call Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting offices at: (215) 241-7000. 

FRIENDS jOURNAL is seeking a volun
teer News Editor, to join our network 
of volunteers who work from different 
locations. News Editors gather infor
mation for our News and Bulletin 
Board columns, and bring other items 
of interest to the attention of FRIENDS 
jOURNAL editors. Duties include Inter
net-based perusal of Quaker happen
ings, and meeting a monthly deadline. 
This position can be done from any
where, and you will need regular e
mail access. For further information, 
contact Rebecca Howe at <departments 
@friendsjournal.org>. 
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Understanding Pacifism 
continued from page I 0 

to uphold the Peace Testimony. In effect, 
the testimony encompasses all the ethical 
values that make pacifism a valid stand
point. We must try to integrate all these 
values into our lives, evident throughout 
the times when our countries are at peace. 
We must be pacifists all the time and not 
only when confronted directly with war. 
Furthermore, our duties to the environ
ment, to our fellow human beings, to 
equality, and to integrity are all challenged 
by any manifestation of violence. 

And I can suddenly see what it means to 
be a pacifist, what it truly means to uphold 
a testimony, because I see that I do not. 
Without the explicit awareness, the ques
tioning forced upon me by study, I would 
remain complacent in my belief, inactive 
and inattentive. I realize that we must ask 
the question of our testimonies, "What 
does this mean to me?" and in the answer 
seek a deeper understanding of the con
cept, find the true meaning, and gain the 
awareness that banishes complacency. We 
should allow God to lead us to that clarity, 
to fully comprehend our beliefs, and to be 
open to their truth. In failing to be mind
ful, we risk a subconscious breakdown of 
faith, a neglect of understanding that could 
result in an inability to be open with our
selves and our children about our belie£ 

Thus I shall look into my life, look into 
the clear pool, and dredge the depths to 
see how I might change it, to strive for jus
tice within the world by exercising a non
violent attitude. I shall attempt a modifi
cation that will class me as an absolute 
pacifist, and thus I shall uphold my testi
mony and acknowledge the restoration of 
value and of clarity. Through this process 
I hope to understand and be able to speak 
to the pacifist stand, to claim that I hold 
these views for two reasons, my faith and 
my morality- that war is grossly unethi
cal, and it is through the medium of our 
religion that we may seek to communi
cate this to those who may never have 
thought about it. Let our attitude to non
violence be a tool to promote peace and 
understanding in all nations and societies. 
In the words of George Fox (in Epistle 
200), "Let your lives preach, let your light 
shine that your works may be seen." 0 
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The dashes are over. 
The government is working. 
The news doesn't spo~ight the turmoil. 
The struggles are over, right? 

WRONG! 
There is still a need for relief. 
There is still a need for counseling. 
There is still o need for conftid resolution. 
There is still o need for peace. 

Support the Friends Peace Teams in Kenya 

Send donations for Kenya Relief to: 

Friends United Meeting 
I 0 I Quaker Hill Drive 
Richmond IN 47374 

Questions: info@fum.org 
Online donations: www.fum.org 

We love the financial 
security of the Type A 
all-Inclusive contract. 

1382 Newtown-Langhorne Rd. 
Newtown, PA 18940 

215-968-9110 • 1-888-454-1122 

~.pennswood.org 

Our Ouoker values show us our lives together ore enriched through diversity- we welcome women and men of 
all races, colors, religions, national origins and sexual orientation. 
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NEWTOWN 
FRIENDS -SCHOOL 

''An education full of academic 
challenge ... where respect is 

taught in principle and 
exemplified in practice." 

Mission Statement 

PRE-K-GRADE 8 
Open House 

Sunday, October 26 
2:00 to 4:00 pm 

1450 Newtown-Langhorne Rd., 

Newtown, PA 18940 

215-968- 2225 
www.newtownfriends.org 

Plymouth Meeting Friends School 

/!'\ 
1730 

Pre-K through 6th Grade 
Suminer Arts Camp--June 23 to August 8 

Details on the website 

2150 Butler Pike, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 
(61 0) 828-2288 • www.pmfs 1780.org 

Books For Your Book Group 

A......,...,_ .. -
A Quaker Declaration of War, 
Vivid case studies of the peace 
testimony in practice. $6.95 

Without Apology, liberal 
Quaker theology presented 

•••• with humor and depth. $12.00 

Tom Fox Was my Friend. Yours, Too 
Letters from and Reflections on the witness 
of a modern Quaker martyr. $7.95 

By Chuck Fager. Ask Your Bookseller, or write: 
Kimo Press, Box 1344, Fayetteville NC 28302 
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Effects of Combat 
continued .from page 19 

walking away, nor the luxury of normal 
people in normal places of declaring pro
found statements of peace while they do 
not face the choice of taking lives or giv
ing up their own. It is a humbling, soul
damaging experience. It is worsened by 
knowing the majority of service members 
thrown into such impossible circum
stances are far too young to handle the 
raw emotion-the disgust and helpless
ness-that accompanies such a pivotal 
moment. Little or- no aid is given to men 
and women in terms of surviving the 
trauma of combat emotionally and spiri
tually. What happens after the shooting 
stops, when some lie in graves and others 
live in guilt over their actions, has not 
been answered effectively by any compo
nent of the military of which I am aware. 

That is my experience of war. It broad
ens experience, but destroys lives. Once 
the physical destruction . is done-the 
dead stowed away in their graves, the 
mutilated shunned to the side, the aban
doned and destitute left to their devices
the real horror unfolds in the minds and 
souls of those left behind. There is a rea
son why more than twice as many Viet
nam vets have died on the streets from 
substance abuse and suicide than were 
killed overseas in the Mekong Delta, the 
highland jungles, Khe Sanh, Hue City, 
and Saigon. To those who are left, and to 
the veterans of my own generation: I urge 
you to look for that small sliver of self that 
has grown amid the destruction and hold 
fast to its goodness, hope, and Light. 

We are the first generation to be enam
ored of, and seduced by, violence in all its 
variety and horror through television, 
movies, and video games. Even this per
version of our society, however, cannot 
prepare individuals for experiencing war
fare. It is altogether a different reality, one 
full of boredom and discomfort, terror 
and revulsion, and anger and guilt and 
sorrow. You cannot reset a lifeless human 
body full of metal and glass and silence, 
like you can reset a Nintendo game. You 
cannot hit the mute button to stop the 
endless chatter in your mind as your con
science strains to find meaning in the ran
domness and insanity of it all. You cannot 
flip the channel and see your lost friends 
speak and talk and laugh again. You can 
only think of their memory, and wish for 
days past. 0 

A Modest Step 
continued from page 25 

apparently a revivalist hymn. In 1915, a 
labor activist named Ralph Chaplin used 
it for his union song, "Solidarity Forever." 
I recall from my school days, "Glory, glo
ry, hallelujah! teacher hit me with a ruler." 
The tune can surely serve another turn. 

To provide a true alternative to the 
"Battle Hymn," the new lyrics need to be 
patriotic yet peaceful and affirmative, 
along the lines of '~erica the Beautiful" 
and "God Bless America" (which entreats 
but doesn't presume). As the "Battle 
Hymn" was born out of our deadliest 
division, the alternative should stress the 
common bonds of humanity and tradi
tion that unite us all. It should be inclu
sive of everybody: the Native Americans 
who trekked from Asia across the land 
bridge before the Bering Sea washed over 
it, the millions who were forced into 
claustrophobic floating dungeons that · 
sailed here from Africa, and everyone else 
who crossed by ship or plane. The words 
should stress what unites us (and, indeed, -
unites all humankind); be historically 
sound and unflinching; and, echoing 
Quaker testimony and the Pledge of Alle
giance, reflect our core values of liberty, 
equality, and justice. Indeed, the words 
may proclaim that the same humanity 
flows through each of us regardless of skin 
color or, by implication, any other differ
ence. Towards these ends, I offer "Walk in 
Freedom"-see page 25. 

owever these words strike you as 
you read them over, I hope you 
will try singing them-with 
your family, friends, in your 

school or place of worship, or simply in 
the shower. For the words without the 
music are like a surfboard on the sand. I 
expect you know the tune. 

Above all, I hope that "Walk in Free
dom'' will move our nation at least a little 
way towards becoming a peaceable land, 
and will remind everyone who sings or 
hears it that, despite the differences 
among us, there are deeper bonds that 
unite us all in the great adventures of this 
nation and oflife. Believing that "Walk in 
Freedom'' stands the best chance to catch 
on if nobody ever has to pay anybody else 
to copy, perform, or publish it, I hereby 
place it in the public domain. Enjoy! 0 
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Lee Thomas 
continued from page 15 

FJ: How is that? 

Lee: He was a U.S. ally. He won the 
war. We were certainly not going to 
stop the slave labor camps. We would've 
had a huge mess on our hands if we 
had. In war, you get some very 
unsavory allies. 

FJ: So the decision was to cut the losses. 

Lee: The decision was to cut the U.S. 
losses. Never mind the Russian losses. 

FJ: How long were you there with the 
occupation? 

Lee: About a year. 

FJ: Did you maintain any relationships 
from that period?. 

Lee: No, I've made friends since, who 
were there in the area too, because I've 
done business there. I carne back from 
the war in '46, and I went back to Yale. 
I got acquainted with a guy by the name 
ofWight Bakke. He was part of a 
Quaker meeting, and he was my advisor 
for four years at Yale. This guy was 
~agnificent. He was the foremost expert 
m the world on labor relations. He 

established the School of Labor Relations 
in Norway and in Egypt. He knew every 
labor leader in the country, I think. I 
would go through labor contracts with 
him, sitting as the clerk of the meeting. 
He would bring the sense of the meeting 
to the table. Here we are, trying to run a 
business after the war, and I have a 
Friend trying to have a business that 
takes away the occasion of war. 

FJ: Was that a revelation to you? Was 
this something that you had been 
exposed to before you met him? 

Lee: No, because I was not a Quaker 
when I first met him. But I was 
searching; I was grasping because of the 
experience I had been through. 

FJ: When you went into the war, you 
certainly weren't a pacifist. 

Lee: I was not. 

FJ: Tell us about how that evolved in you. 

Lee: Okay, I went back to Yale. I met 
Wight, and we talked and talked. I asked 
Wight about attending meeting for 
worship and he said, "Yeah, come on!" 

So I started attending meeting for 
worship and I became involved with 
Quakers and pacifists. I joined the 
meeting there after my sophomore year. 
There was an American Friends Service 
Committee project in Philadelphia
they called it "Intern in Industry." You 
went out, got a job in industry, you 
joined a union, and learned something . 
about labor relations. Speakers would 
come in the evening and give us an 
education. Sometimes it would be a 
personnel manager from a company; 
sometimes it would be an education 
director. At the Intern in Industry Project 
I met Joan, who shared my values. After 
our children were in school she went to 
medical school and practiced medicine 
for 21 years in the slums of Louisville. 
We have been married 58 years. 

FJ: How much do you think the 
experience of the war itself was why you 
became a pacifist? Do you think you 
would have become a pacifist anyway or 
was it really the experience? 

Lee: It was the experience. 0 

S ERV ICES INCLUDE: 

SOCIA LLY RESPONSIBLE INVESTIN G 

TRUSTEE S HIP • CHARITABLE GIFT 

ANNUITIES AND OTHER 

PLANNED GIVING 

As fiduciary of Quaker funds 

FFC's knowledge, experience and 

expertise can help your organization 

continue to be good stewards 

of the funds entrusted to you. 

FRIENDS FIDUCIARY 
CORPORATION 

An independent Quaker nonprofit corporation 
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For more information: 

I 5 I 5 C HER RY STREET 

PHILADELPHIA, PA 191 02 

215-241-7272 

IN FO@FRI EN DSFI DU CIARY.ORG 

WWW.FRIENDSFIDUCIARY.ORG 
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For students with 
Leamtng Differences 
A co-educational, college

preparatory curriculum where 

innovative teac~ing techniques 

are a hall mar . 

College Preparatory 

Grades 7-12 

Summer Pr gram 

DELAWARE VALLEY FRIENDS SCHOOL 

Friends World Committee for Consultation 
Section of the Americas 
1506 Race Street, Philadelphia PA 19102, USA 
215. 241. 7250, americasOfwccamericas.org 

19 EAST CENTRAL AVE I PAOLI, PA 

610.640-4150 I www.dvfs.org 

Friends World Committee 
for Consultation 
SECTION OF THE AMERICAS 

Comite Mundial de Consulta 
de los Amigos 
SECC ION DE LAS AM~RICAS 

to universal love, FWCC 

brings Friends of varying 

traditions and cultural 

experiences together in 

worship, communications 

and consultation, to 

express our common 

heritage and our Quaker 

message to the world. 

www.fwccamericas.org 

Restorative Practices 
continued ftom page 29 

What can //we do to make things bet
ter? An agreement that emerges from a 
restorative dialogue circle needs to include 
apologies and acknowledgements of 
accountability as well as a concrete plan 
that can be implemented. Since we were 
all on the same side of the problem by the 
second week, this question evoked amaz
ing responses that were incorporated in a 
visionary and yet practical agreement. Our 
working plan included specific follow-up 
commitments as well as support for the 
United Nations Security Council Resolu
tion 1325 for Women, Peace, and Securi
ty (see www.peacewoman.org) .. We came 
to the circle as individuals with our own 
views of reality and paned as sisters with 
deeper commitments to justice and peace. 

Evaluation and next steps: A careful 
· review of the process is important to 

learn how to do it better the next time. 
A focus on .what works (rather than what 
doesn't work) provides an opportunity to 

create a base on which to build future 
collaborative work. We all had learned a 
lot from the experience. Although some 
things we would do differently the next 
time, those involved in Women's Peace 
Exchange 2007, overwhelmingly, respond
ed with something akin to "You bet, we'd 
do it again." 

OTHER WAYS RESTORATIVE 

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES 

ARE USED 

uvenile services in approximately 28 
states refer young people for restora
tive dialogue in lieu of the tradition
al retributive path. Seen as a type of 
mediation, the circle expands to 

include the support system of each youth. 
Parents and friends, aunts, uncles, or 
teachers are a part of a process that comes 
to an agreement deemed as fair and rea
sonable by everyone involved. 

Community conferencing, in the tra

dition of the Maori peoples of New 
Zealand, has been practiced in Baltimore, 
Md., since 1995. The program brings 
everyone affected by conflict together in 
a circle to talk with each other and come 
to resolution. The Center's services are 
available to a variety of sectors including 
neighborhoods, criminal justice, law 
enforcement, schools, and human servic
es. The program is promoted by the cam-
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paign for a Department of Peace as a best 
practice to be replicated. (More informa
tion may be found at 
www.communityconferencing.org.) 

School systems begin to follow the 
example of Canada, New Zealand, and 
Great Britain in using the restorative mod
el instead of expulsion for early offenders. 
Circle talk, Rap Circles, and Restorative 
Dialogue Circles are among the names of 
the process used for prevention. The facil
itated group encourages community 
building and accountability for behavior 
among those who participate. 

Sulha is the Middle Eastern process of 
peacemaking that has been revived by a 
dynamic and diverse group including 
Israeli Jews, Arabs, and Palestinians. The 
annual gatherings in Israel bring people of 
differing views, cultures, and experiences 
together over several days to share meals, 
music, and interfaith ritual. Listening cir
cles offer opponunities to understand 
others and seek solutions. Co-founder 
Gabriel Meyer says, "We're going to sur
prise reality until it changes." (For more 
information, see www.sulha.com.) 

The Alternatives to Violence Project 
(AVP) is well known in Quaker commu
nities as a model birthed in the 1970s for 
teaching conflict resolution and violence 
prevention in the prison system. Seated in 
a circle, panicipants face each other and 
engage in dialogue that incorporates some 
restorative practices-and is often life
changing. Transforming power as a key 
element in the program offers possibilities 
for personal change. Practitioners of both 
AVP and RJ are seeking ways to incorpo
rate core restorative principles in the well
respected model that could bring much 
needed change to the prison system. (For 
more information, see Michael Bischoff's 
article, "How Restorative is AVP? Evalu
ating the Alternatives to Violence Project 
according to a Restorative Justice Yard
stick," at www.clarityfacilitation.com.) 

The Native American blessing ''All my 
relations" speaks to the connectedness of 
all life. Who will speak for the voiceless 
and the children and the women, the 
water and the environment? No longer 
can any of us opt out of our part of a prob
lem- and our responsibility for seeking 
solutions. Our global village urgently 
needs us to circle up, heal our hurts, and 
work together to make things better. 0 
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CADBURY AT CHERRY HILL SPRING INCENTIVE PACKAGE 
Three months rent waived+ $10,000 savings on the entrance fee! * 

the living is so EASY! 
independent living :: security ::freedom ::fun for us 

Cadbury at Cherry Hill is a not
for profit Continuing Care 
Retirement Com.munity that is 
guided by Quaker values. 
Located between The Olive 
Garden and the Cherry Hill Mall, 
Cadbury at Cherry Hill offers its 
residents and their families 
peace of mind. 

The living is easy and comfort
able in our attractive, well
appointed apartments. Once you 
move into Cadbury, you'll feel 
right at home. We take care of 
maintenance, utilities, house
keeping and linen service. 

Cadbury's independent living 
community has been a popular 
choice for adults who want the 
security, peace of mind and total 
package of lifetime healthcare 

· services - a hallmark of 
Cadbury at Cherry Hill 
since 1978. 

Call 800-422-3287 

Cadbury at Cherry Hill 
2150 Route 38 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002-4302 

Caring Connected Cadbmy 

www. cadbury. org 
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contributing a planned gift that fits 
your needs. Such a gift allows even 
those of modest means to contribute 
significantly to the ministry of the 
written word found in FRIENDS 
JouRNAL, because such a gift can 
provide lifetime income and significant 
tax benefits for the donor. 

For 52 years, the written words of 
Friends have informed, enriched, and 
nurtured our Quaker community. 
Your contribution to this ministry is 
critically important as it helps us to 
ensure a lasting, vital connection 
among Friends. And your gift-as 
simple as a line in your will- provides 
a legacy that can help sustain the 
publication of Quaker thought for 
decades to come. Gifts can be funded 
with cash, stock or other property. 

Want to know more? 

Please contact our development 
"staff at: 

1216 Arch Street, 2A 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

advancement@friendsjournal.org 

(8oo) 471-6863 
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Crossroads Springs 
continued from page 31 

small businesses. The businesses provide 
income for families, as well as lower-cost 
products such as food and uniforms for 
Crossroads Springs. 

When it became clear that the original 
building could not hold all the children as 
they moved up through the grades, as well 
as new entrants in Early Childhood Edu
cation, Orchard Park Meeting deter
mined to raise funds for a new classroom 
building, as requested by Meshack Isiaho. 
The design and plans were made in Kenya 
in keeping with the Crossroads Springs 
Management Committee's assessment of 
children's needs and government require
ments. One Sunday, Orchard Park 
Friends arrived at meeting to find a stand
ing display of the proposed building, 
rhubarb crumble· with recipes, and a 
donation box. Thus a Friend's home
grown rhubarb, ~aking skills, and artwork 
launched the building fund campaign. 

Members of Orchard Park Meeting 
have felt Spirit-led to carry out the Peace 
Testimony through raising awareness and 
funds, and extending a hand in friendship 
to the caregivers and children at Cross
roads Springs. We envision a world with
out war, in which all children have the 
opportunity to develop their gifts through 
nurturing and education. We know, as 
Stephen Lewis writes in his book Race 
Against Time, that AIDS prevalence in 
Africa declines with every higher ·level of 
education completed. 

Faith and Practice of New York Yearly 
Meeting quotes London Yearly Meeting 
of 1937: "We have seen that peace stands 
on a precarious footing as long as there is 
unrelieved poverty and subjection." 
Meshack Isiaho tells us bluntly that chil
dren without parents and no money often 
turn to prostitution and carjacking to sur
vive. As his daughter once said to us, 
"Poverty makes people do things they · 
would not otherwise do." Children in 
school with hopes for a future life do not . . . 
JOin rampagmg gangs. 

In November 2007 Dr. Isiaho and his 
wife Helen came to the United States on 
a friendship and medical visit. They 
talked with schoolchildren from elemen
tary to high school, meeting young peo
ple who had supported Crossroads 
Springs through len:10nade sales, a school 
supplies program, and concerts. They 
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worshiped and talked with Friends, lead
ing one member of our meeting to say, 
"Meshack is now my family." When the 
children of Orchard Park Meeting heard 
that the Crossroads Springs children have 
only their school uniforms to wear all day 
in school, they decided to do something. 
They made envelopes decorated with cut 
out pictures of shorts and shirts to ask 
Friends to make contributions for play 
clothes. Meshack and Helen said they 
were surprised that people in the United 
States really care about African AIDS 
orphans and work so hard for their care 
and education. 

Orchard Park Friends realize that to 
spread awareness of the orphans' needs 
and raise sufficient funds for the desper
ately needed building, they must engage 
others so they are inspired by the hopes of 
the children for a full life through educa
tion. To meet this challenge, the meeting 
appointed a Sustainability Committee 
that brings together community members 
and Friends. Communities and schools 
across the United States and Canada have 
been moved to join in this peace-building 
activity. We need and welcome all part
ners of all ages! Please see the website 
www.crossroadssprings.org for informa
tion and ideas, and contact Alison Hyde, 
Assistant Clerk for Crossroads Springs, 
Orchard Park Friends Meeting. 

Does our partnership with Crossroads 
Springs make a difference? Is it realistic to 
think our witness to the Peace Testimony 
through relationship with Crossroads 
Springs is effective? We know that 210 
children are safe, healthy, and learning. 
We know that teachers, construction 
workers, cooks, cleaners, and watchmen 
are employed and can feed their families. 
Small business loans are fostering busi
nesses for widows and guardians who 
learn to make uniforms and grow food for 
the school. We know we are in a valued 
professional and family relationship. 

When a big bag of aromatic garlic 
cloves appeared at a recent Meeting for 
Worship for Business, and the gourd 
stood ready for donations, we knew we 
would wholeheartedly continue our 
efforts for peace through partnership with 
Crossroads Springs. · 0 
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Quaker Faith 
& Action 

July 25-27 
Inquirers' Weekend: 

Basic Quakerism 
with Eileen Flanagan 

and Barry Scott 

September 5-7 
Faithful, Effedive Work 
for Peace and Justice: 
4th Annual Retreat for 

Peace and Social Concerns 
Committee Members 

with Mary Lord, Heather Brutz, 
Clinton Pettus, Scilla Wahrhaftig, 
Joan Broadffeld, and Kristina Keefe-Perry 
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Everybody smiles a lot. Perhaps 
it's because Oakwood celebrates 
individuality and the unique 
contributions of students from all 
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Live independendy in a small, friendly Quaker community. 
One and two-bedroom cottages available. 

FRIENDS VILLAGE 
331 Lower Dolington Road, Newtown, PA ~ 
215.968.3346 • friendshomeandvillage.org 

Olney Friends School 
Barnesville, OH Est. 1837 

Good schooL Good friends. 
• Intellectually challenging 

• College preparatory 

• Coeducational boarding 
and day high school 

• Supportive Quaker 
community 

Core values: 
Integrity, equality, peace, 
simplicity, respect for the 

environment and the individual. 

unlivable wages. These are the people who 
must live in shelters or sleep on the streets 
because none of our social services will 
support their existence, while all of our 
economy benefits from it. I saw it in Obr
eras Mujeres, a nonprofit that gives job 
training to women, begun by factory 
workers fired from their positions at Levis 
afrer NAFfA gave the corporation the 
green light to exploit workers in Mexico 
for le5s pay. 

It was at this non-profit where I wit
nessed the childlike face of Christ. 

One of the first projects of Obreras 
Mujeres was ethical childcare. For the 
many women for whom it provides train
ing and employment, there was an onsite 
daycare center. It was one of the first 
places that we observed on my visit. I had 
barely stepped into the door when a tod
dler, sitting at a table, stood up and shook 
a finger of my hand. He then proceeded 
to shake the finger of every individual that 
walked in the door. Afrer he made sure to 
greet everyone and took his seat back at 
his art project, we stood around in awe at 
his hospitality. As if he were receiving 
instructions straight from the Loving 
Spirit, he got back up from his chair again 
and proceeded to hug every individual in 
our group. '1\nd a little child will lead 
them," I reflected. If we are to follow a 
child, where might it lead us, and are we 
ready to go there? 

I have both silently and loudly pro
claimed views on Quaker hospitality, but 
I have found a great deal of covert and 
overt resistance to them. One of the most 
significant things I found in this child was 
that there was absolutely no one excluded 
from the gift of love that he had to offer. 
I still feel the power of this child months 
later, and I expect it to stay with me 
throughout my life. And now that I have 
told this story over and over again, it has 
begun to touch the lives of multiple peo
ple and may continue to grow-all from 
shaking the hand and receiving the hug of 
a child. How much more can an act of an 
entire community, with resources as rich 
as the material and historical privileges 
that have been afforded to us, affect our 
local and global communities? Put anoth
er way, in considerations of gifts and sanc
tuary, couldn't it be perceived as a monu
mental sin to not offer our meetinghous
es of peace and safety to those in need? 
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You see, what I am suggesting is not 
whether or not there is a thing called sin 
that we must redeem ourselves from, but 
whether or not Quaker meetinghouses are 
going to be places of shelter for those who 
have none. I am not just proposing that 
the vast amount of fmancial and spatial 
resources of Quakers be used for the sanc
tuary of refugees of war, but that meet
inghouses also be offered as places for 
those who are homeless and those who 
never exr)erience a day without violence. 
But how will people ever know that there 
exists a place like this if they are never told 
about it? Here seems to be one of the 
biggest snags I have come across. I was 
raised an unprogrammed Friend, and 
there is a great deal of humble pride in not 
being evangelical, as if it were unquakerly 
to invite a stranger to meeting for wor
ship. Maybe I am reading the journals of 
early Friends incqrreccly, but it seems to 
me that they seemed to like to talk about 
the Gospel of Peace and bring people to 
the Light frequently. 

I am grateful that we have so little hier
archy in Quakerism. It means that not 
only are you not coerced to do what lead
ers say, you aren't even required to agree 
with them. I wouldn't want to tell people 
what to do anyway. But I do hope we can 
recognize a little bit better this gift we 
have been given and look at answering 
some of these questions together. Some
times in conversations with other Quak
ers about how we can be more welcom
ing, I think about our gifts as Quakers 
and realize that they are no different than 
any other gifts that an individual might 
have. Expecting people to just show up at 
our door is kind oflike being a gifted poet 
but never telling anyone, yet being sur
prised when our expectations that people 
will ask us to share our work with them 
·are unmet. If we want communities that 
are welcoming, more multicultural, and 
more just, we have to invite people. Not 
inviting people to meeting holds signifi
cant ethical problems for me. 

And so I'll end with a few more ques
tions. Do you find value and meaning 
within the walls of a Quaker meeting
house? If not, then why do you continue 
to attend? And if you do, tlien why not 
invite others, in varying degrees of need, 
to experience that wonder and that peace 
with us? 0 
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nurtures a vibrant future for 
Quakerism by providing 
spiritual and prac£ical 
resources for individuals, 
meetings, and the Religious 
Society of Friends as a whole. 

You can help by remembering 
FGC in wittr11riiL 

~ Foulkeways at Gwynedd, community 
members look forward to exploring new 
horizons and re-establishing past interests and 
hobbies. There's always something close at 
hand to inspire both mind AND body! 

So, what ore you doing with the 
second hoff of YOUR lffe? 

For more information about life at Foulkeways 
Continuing Care Retirement Community, call 
Lori Schmidt at 275-283-lOJO in the 
Residency Information Office today. 

Guided by Quaker Values 
11 20 Meetinghouse Road 

Gwynedd, PA 19436 
215-643-2200 

www. foulkeways.org 

Foulkeways at Gwynedd does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, 

gender, age, handicap or sexual orientation. 
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of the natural surroundings on this 94-acre campus. It's all up to 
you. We invite you to visit us and catch the Broadmead spirit. 
Call (410) 584-3388 to schedule your personal tour. 

Broadmead is an inclusive, accredited, not-for-profit 
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Making Peacemakers 
continued from page 35 

After the Columbine shootings 
occurred on April 20, 1999, our school 
schizophrenically became both chaotic 
and depressed for about two weeks. Dur
ing this period, rhe support that Peer 
Mentors provided for our student body 
was palpable. While some voices in rhe 
community-at-large seemed to exacerbate 
fear and add fuel to a frightening fire, rhe 
mentors offered a calm place where fright
ened students could seek refuge and inter
action. When a prank call was made to 
the school's switchboard suggesting that 
someone was going to copycat Colum
bine, armed police officers were posted 
throughout rhe campus. Their presence 
was intended to make the school safer. 
But when a carload of students drove past 
rhe front of rhe school building and one 
student jokingly yelled, "We have a 
bomb," a full cafeteria witnessed rhe fre
netic police chase rhat resulted. Pande
monium erupted and exploded into rhe 
school's hallways. Police arrested the stu
. dent who yelled the rhreat, and he was 
removed for rhe remainder of the school 
year. The overt police presence did noth
ing, however, to stop this one troubled 
student's misbehavior. Yet our Peer Men
tors calmly addressed rhe panic effective
ly, encouraging rheir peers to talk about 
their fears in a safe place, listening non
judgmentally, and showing compassion 
to rhose who likely had difficulty finding 
it elsewhere. 

While programs like Peer Mentorship 
will never eliminate viole!lce, they can 
provide a place for rhe troubled, dispos
sessed, frightened, and lost to be acknowl
edged and possibly helped to avoid be
coming aimless. And perhaps the human 
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connection can prevent some random, fu
ture violent aces from occurring. I felt that 
Peer Mentorship's unstated goals were to 
make our high school a kinder, safer place, 
and consequently the world a more peace
ful place, where everyone can be noticed, 
recognized, and treated with compassion. 

Teaching peace and peacemaking must 
· be more than marching in protest against 

a war, more than military or draft coun
seling, more than dialogues about peace 
with other Historic Peace Churches. 
Teaching peace and creating peacemakers 
is a positive, kinetic act that results in car
ing, empathetic, compassionate people. 
Our Peer Mentorship program taught 
peace and made peacemakers. 

We can teach our children and one 
another peacemaking skills if we are 
patient, trusting, and confident that vio
lence is never the answer. I believe that my 
Quaker obligation is co challenge those 
who advocate violence and to demon
strate how peacemaking can be taught. I 
believe that it compels me to stand up and 
challenge aces of recrimination, revenge, 
and reactive counter-violence, and to say 
loudly and clearly, "Lee's stop violence be
fore it happens." And when violence does 
occur, I believe that we need to offer an 
alternative voice that tells society-at-large 
that falling back onto worn, failed, vin
dictive ways must end. We need co show 
better, creative, preventive, proactive ways 
co deal with and to eliminate violence. 

When we are angry or afraid or 
despondent, finding peace and being 
peaceful can feel next to impossible. But 
our obligation is to remind everyone, 
including ourselves, that violence never 
adequately assuages past hurts and that 
revenge only fans the fire of pain, hatred, 
and emptiness. We Quakers need to lee 
our response to violent indignities and 
assaults define who we are. 

Derek seems co have found his way 
through his darkness by following the 
Light, by listening to and by following 
wise advice, and by responding to the Vir
ginia Tech Massacre by becoming a peace
maker. May we all find similar Light in 
our own darkness, similar strength in our 
own struggles, and comfort in knowing 
that, "There is no way to peace; peace is 
theway." 0 
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A VIOrant City. 
A Close Community. 
A Culture of Learning. 

A college preparatory, coed, Quaker day school, 
pre-k through 12, at 17th on The Parkway in 
Center City Philadelphia. Admission and open 
house information: 215.561.5900 ext 104. 
www.friends-select.org 

NEW ENGLAND 
FRIENDS HOME 

AN 18 UNIT ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY 
PROVIDING PERSONALIZED CARE 

IN AN INTIMATE SETTING 
FOR OVER 100 YEARS 

RESPITE CARE AVAILABLE 

New England Friends Home 
86 Turkey Hill Lane - Hingham, MA 02043 

781.749.3556 
nefh@verizon. net 
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Deaths 
Ames-Alfred Campbell ArMs, 91, on August 27, 
2007, in Ft. Myers, Fla., of complications from 
abdominal surgery. Alfred Ames was born on July 
21, 1916, in Spokane, Wash., the only child of a 
Congregational pastor and an instructor at the local 
teachers' college. His family lived in Beverly, Kans., 
during Alfred's high school years. Alfred received a 
BA in English in 1936 from University of Kansas. 
While an assistant instructor of English at Univer
sity of Illinois in Urbana, he earned a master's 
degree in 1937 and a PhD in 1942. Alfred became 
a pacifist in college, while writing an essay "Chris
tian Attitudes toward War," which won first prize 
in the university's essay contest on the topic of 
''Applied Christianity." Upon moving to Urbana, 
he became a nonresident member of 57th Street 
Meeting in Chicago and participated in Urbana
Champaign Meeting afrer it was formed. Not 
being what he considered "an absolutist pacifist," 
he registered with the Selective Service in 1942. 
However, a 4-F classification for nearsightedness let 
him continue his academic career throughout 
World War II. Alfred was appointed to the faculty 
oflllinois Institute ofTechnology in 1944. Moving 
north to Evanston, Ill., he became a member of 
Evanston Meeting. He met Eleanor (Nell) Holliday 
at the 1949 annual conference of the British Fel
lowship of Reconciliatio n; they married at 
Evanston Meeting in 1951 . They keptaflac in Eng
land and visited her relatives nearly every year. 
Alfred served a long tenure as clerk of Evanston 
Meeting while it was affiliated solely with Western 
Yearly Meeting and Friends United Meeting. In 
1951, Frederic Babcock of Downers Grove (Ill.) 
Meeting recruited Alfred to be his associate on the 
staff of the Chicago Tribune's Magazine of Books,. a 
position that allowed him to continue teaching 
full-time. Five years later, Alfred joined the Tri
bune's editorial board, continuing to reach .part
time at Northwestern's School of Journalism. In 
1972 he favorably reviewed AU Creatures Great and 
Small, by veterinarian James Alfred Wright, whose 
pen name was James Herriot, and the best-selling 
author always gave Alfred credit for his success, 
maintaining a correspondence with him until his 
death. About six weeks before Alfred's death, he 
donated his collection of their letters to the James 
Herriot Museum in England. In the 1980s, Alfred 
and Nell retired to Shell Point Village in Ft. Myers, 
Fla., where she died in 1992. In the fall of 1993, he 
married Violet Mostoller, a retired librarian whom 
h·e met at the retirement community. Alfred 
retained his membership and active interest in 
Evanston meeting, often writing letters to members 
to express his opinions about issues facing the 
meeting. He is survived by his wife, Violet. 

Boynton-David Merrill Buynton, 62, on Decem
ber 29, 2007, in Manassas, Va., of complications 
from flu and srrep infections. David was born on 
Apri1 2, 1945, in New York, N.Y., the first child of 
Mary Orr Boynton and Ted Boynton. Afrer major
ing in chemistry at Earlham College and complet
ing his alternative service at the National Institutes 
of Health in Bethesda, Md., he spent a year travel
ing, including a five-month voyage by sailboat 
from the East Coast through the Panama Canal to 
San Diego. Then, with his uncle, he helped found 
a publishing company. While living in Chicago and 

attending 57th Street Meeting, he met Charlotte 
Monte!. They were married under the care of that 
meeting in 1972. They moved to Northern Vu
ginia and joined Langley Hill Meeting in McLean. 
During the next 35 years, David participated in 
almost every committee of the meeting, clerking 
several, and serving as meeting treaSurer and book
keeper. In addition, he served on Baltimore Yearly 
Meeting's Finance Committee, Peace and Social 
Concerns Committee, and Camp Catoctin Facili
ties Committee. In the mid-1980s he joined the 
staff of Friends Committee on National Legisla
tion, where he eventually became Associate Secre
tary for Finance and Development. He brought his 
background in business and his passion for peace 
and justice to FCNL and used both to advance the 
goals of the organization. In 1994, David moved to 
the National Science Teachers Association, a non
profit organization dedicated to promoting excel
lence and innovation in science teaching and learn
ing, where he became the director of institutional 
research, responsible for accounting, financial 
modeling, and systems support. He often placed 
his expertise in computer systems and financial 
management at the service of organizations he 
believed in, serving as financial steward for the 
Northern Virginia Coalition fo r a Nuclear 
Weapons Freeze, the Folklore Society of Greater 
Washington, Bikes for the World, and his children's 
preschool. He believed in honesty and truthfulness 
even when they were costly. He valued people and 
relationships over material things. He had a quiet 
but intense spirituality, cultivated through years of 
prayer and reflection. H e and Charlotte attended 
many Friends General Conference Gatherings and 
enjoyed intervisitation among Friends. They loved 
to dance and regularly attended contra dances. In 
recent years, David became an avid cyclist, riding 
to work and to Friends gatherings in rain or shine. 
Afrer the start of the Iraq War, David helped start 
and maintain two local peace actions: a .weekly 
peace vigil at the U.S. Capitol and a monthly vigil 
against torture in front of the headquarters of the 
CIA. David is survived by his wife of 35 years, 
Charlotte Boynton; son, Thomas Boynton; daugh
ter, Betsy Boynton; sisters, Beth Boynton Parkes 
and Connie (Boynton) McPeak Green; his parents, 
Ted and Mary Boynton: and his grandson, Caspi
an Loki Boynton. 

Courteol-Bernice Courteol, 97, on December 11, 
2007, afrer a short illness. Bernie was born on 
October 26, 1910, in Philadelphia, Pa., to Nellie 
and Norman Zimmerman, and was a ninth-gener
ation Philadelphia Quaker. She met Paul Courteol 
at George School in Newtown, Pa. They married 
in 1933,.afrer Paul's graduation from Lafayette Col
lege. Bernie and Paul lived in several states, but 
spent most of their married life in the Chicago area. 
Afrer retirement they lived in Georgia and then 
moved to California in 1986. She participated in 
Quaker meetings throughout her life, beginning in 
Philadelphia, and continuing in Illinois, Georgia, 
and California. Her strongest affiliation was with 
Lake Forest (Ill.) Meeting, where she was involved 
in building the meetinghouse. Bernie participated 
in peace vigils, the Civil Rights Movement, and 
served as a drafr counselor for conscientious objec
tors during the Viemam War. Bernie was active in 
the League of Women Voters in both Illinois and 
Sacramento, saying that she felt the League was 

important because of its ability to sift out rumor, 
present the facts, and remain impartial. She was a 
long-term volunteer at Lutheran General Hospital 
in Park Ridge, Ill., where she became a certified 
EKG technician. She donated her extensive Quak~ 
er library co Earlham College. Bernie was prede
ceased by her husband, Paul; and two infants, Paul 
Jr. and Caroline. She is survived by two daughters, 
Ouida Parker and Mary Kasch; four grandchildren; 
and one great-granddaughter. 

McClure-George Raymond McClure, 85, on 
November 3, 2007, at Arbor Glen, in Bridgewater, 
N.J. George was born on November 21, 1921, in 
Secaucus, N.J., the oldest of three children of 
Mabel Struth McClure and George McClure. He 
graduated from AJ. Demarest High School in 
Hoboken, N.J., in 1939, and attended Central 
College in Pella, Iowa, where he studied French 
with the intention of teaching. The outbreak of 
World War II interrupted those plans, but he nev
er lost his love for French. In 1942, George left col
lege, enlisted in the Army Air Corps, and became 
a navigator on a B-24 aircraft. Afrer the war, he 
enrolled in the Newark College of Engineering 
(now the New Jersey Institute of Technology) and 
graduated with a BS in Mechanical Engineering in 
1949. In 1948, at the Reform Church in Secaucus, 
George married Madeline Katherine SChwinge, his 
younger sister's childhood friend. George and 
Madeline made their home in Little Falls, N.J., for 
46 years. He served as chairman of the Board of 
Adjustment, and as a member of the Litcle Falls 
Town Council. George made his career as an engi
neer at Bel Art Products in Pequannock, N.J. 
Valued for his integrity and honesty, George pro

vided counsel to his colleagues about sound busi
ness practices. In 1970 he became a member of 
Montclair (N.J.) Meeting, joining Madeline, who 
had become a member earlier. Ar Montclair Meet
ing, George served on many committees and held 
positions as clerk, clerk of the House and Grounds 
Committee, trustee of the meeting, treasurer, and 
registrar. He served on the New York Yearly Meet
ing Peace and Social Action Committee, and served 
as clerk of the Sharing Fund, clerk of the Financial 
Services Committee, clerk of General Services 
Coordinating Committee, and clerk and member 
of the NYYM Trustees. For 30 years, he was a board 
member for the McCutchen, the NYYM home 
located in North Plainfield, N.J., and he regularly 
attended the Annual Meeting of Friends Commit
tee on National Legislation in Washington, D.C. 
He and Madeline enjoyed travel, and made trips to 
European and Asian countries as well as Brazil. 
They enjoyed going co Puerto Rico in the winter, 
and to Quebec in summer. George also enjoyed the 
theater and concertS in New York C ity. He retired 
from the Bel Art company in 1994, continuing to 
serve as a consultant. He and Madeline moved to 
Arbor Glen in 1997. George organized activities for 
the "French Table" for friends wanting to polish up 
their French. He would often gather selections 
from French literature and songs for the group. His 
presence was a source of grounding for the meeting 
and he was a source of spiritual light for his fellow 
Quakers. George was predeceased by his sister, 
Mabel McClure Duke; and his brother, Melvin 
McClure. He is survived by his wife of 59 years, 
Madeline Schwinge McClure; three da~ters, Kit 
McClure, Mary Jane Johnson, and Emily Borom; 
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one grandson, Trevor Chase Johnson; and many 
cousins, nieces, nephews, grandnieces, and grand
nephews. 

Polaxro-justin Marr:us Po!dzzo, 31, on February 4, 
2008, in Adanta, Ga. Justin was born on Decem
ber 31, 1976, in Alma, Mich., to Carol 
and Free Polazzo and graduated from Druid Hills 
High School in DeKalb County, Ga. From 2001 
to 2005 he supported the nerwork at Georgia Insci
rute ofTechnology. Afi-er a period as a securiry con
tractor, he rerurned to Georgia Tech in 2007 to 
support the college's securiry and authentication 
systems. Justin was a self-taught computer expert 
who loved his work, and was so good at it that a 
grateful diem once paid his airfare to Australia for 
a three-week vacation. He traveled widely and was 
an intense worker. Justin loved gardens and had a 
special affiniry for wild animals and plants. He was 
part of a worldwide online communiry, enabling 
his grandfather to reunite with a relative he had 
not seen in 50 years. At the time of his death, Justin 
was employed at the Georgia Institute ofTechnol
ogy Office of Informacion Technology in the Divi
sion of Architecrure and Infrastructure. Justin is 
survived by his parents, Carol Anson Stanwyck 
and Free Solomon Polazzo, co-founder of Annee
wakee Creek Friends Worship Group in Douglas 
Counry, Ga., and former treasurer of Adanta Meet
ing; his stepparents, Douglas Stanwyck and Janet 
Hemphill Minshall; a brother, Chad Polazzo; a 
stepsister, Liz Stanwyck; and rwo stepbrothers, Jay 
and Eric Roache. 

Wright-Margaret Harned Wright, 87, on March 
4, 2008, in Sandy Spring, Md., following a stroke 
in 2007. Margaret was born on June 14, 1920, in 
Starkville, Miss., to Edna Johnson Harned and 
Robey Wentworth Harned, both descendents of 
many generations of Quakers. Her family moved 
to Washingron, D.C., when she was 12 years old, 
and in the early 1930s Margaret joined Friends 
Meeting ofWashingron. Margaret graduated from 
George School in 1938. In 1941, while attending 
a Friends General Conference meeting in Cape 
May, N.J., she met her furure husband, Walter C. 
Wright Jr. She received a BA from American Uni
versiry in 1942, and she and Walter married that 
year. They lived in various places before settling in 
Cape May in 1955. In 1970 they moved back to 
Washingron, D.C., and Margaret was active in 
Friends Meeting ofWashingron until 1996, when 
she moved to Friends House in Sandy Spring. Wal
ter had died in 1981, and although initially reluc
tant to make the transition to Friends House, Mar
garet came to value the opportuniry to live with so 
many old friends, enjoying the accessibiliry of the 
social and religious activities and appreciating the 
conscientious staff members. For several years dur
ing the 1980s she served on the Board ofDirectors 
ofWilliam Penn House. She is remembered by her 
family and friends for her generous spirit, uncon
ditional love, and good humor. She was fortunate 
to meet fellow resident Ted Pritzker, and spent 
many happy years with him until his death in 
2006. She is survived by her three children, Diana 
Wright Barlow, Walter (Terry) Wright, and 
Melanie Wright Tripp; eight grandchildren; and 
five great-grandchildren. 

july 2008 FRIENDS] OURNAL 



Forum 
continued from page 6 

and they might also be hedonistic deists. 
I'm raising this discussion because I have 

noted a great rise in the use of the term 
"Quakerism" among Friends. As an example, 
in the May issue of FRIENDS j OURNAL I find 
the word used 42 times in the first 15 pages. 
Having grave doubt that there is any uniform 
understanding among Friends of the meaning 
of the word Quakerism, I am troubled by the 
use of this word. Words like Quakerism are 
dangerous in large part because their extreme 
generality and vagueness allow users to believe 
they are speaking about something concrete, 
when in fact that is not so. Reeymg abstractions 
like this get used when what is needed is a 
plainer conversation. When this happens, we 
can easily get led into nonsense expressions 
like "Quakerism disapproves of violence." I 
doubt that George Fox, who cautioned 
Friends to make their words "few and 
Savory," would be happy with "Quakerism." 

Furthermore, I am concerned that Friends 
may be led by this expression to think that 
what Quakers are about is something that can 
be put into a systematic set of religious beliefs 
that should be put down to distinguish us 
from, say, Mormonism. This, I fear, would lead 
to efforts like the Richmond Declaration or 
other divisive creeds. There is no doubt that 
unprogrammed Friends have often not been 
diligent in working to ground themselves in 
the fundaments of their faith. But "Quakerism'' 
rums our faith on its head to become some 
sort of ideology we can salute and peddle. As 
the jOURNAL article by Young Friend Anna 
Obermayer ("Kindling a Spark: Young Friends 
Voicing a Need for a Radical, Spiritual 
Quakerism," Fj May) points out, the result is a 
good deal of confusion and misunderstanding 
(and hunger for something more) among the 
younger generations of Quakers. When we 
begin using words like "Quakerism" it is a 
sign that we are worried about getting things 
organized in our heads. I believe Fox would 
think that was making a "notional" religion 
out of our Society. Friends need the experience 
of the Light in their hearts and submission to 
the leadings that Light brings. "Quakerism" 
doesn't lead us in that direction. 

Will we soon see Friends become 
Quakerists or Quakeristic? 

Secularism fueling 
fundamentalism 

Robert Griswold 
Denver, Colo. 

Innocent children are always harmed by 
adult conflict, whether through the divorce 
of celebrity parents, the present civil war in 
Iraq, or the historical struggle between 
secularism and fundamentalism. Today, 
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children of a fundamentalist Mormon sect 
are being torn from their parents and given 
to strangers. To gain an understanding of 
why, it helps to look at the wider context of 
a global secularization of human society. 

According to Karen Armstrong, former nun, 
religious scholar, and author of several 
bestselling books (including The Battle for God 
and Islam: A Short History), "Fundamentalism 
exists in a symbiotic relationship with a 
coercive secularism. Fundamentalists nearly 
always feel assaulted by the liberal or 
modernizing establishment, and their views and 
behavior become more extreme as a result. Very 
often, fundamentalists begin by withdrawing 
from the mainstream culture to create an 
enclave of pure faith. Fundamentalism is a 
rebellion against the secularist exclusion of 
the Divine from public life, and a frequently 
desperate artempt to make spiritual values 
prevail in the modern world." 

Globally spreading secular materialism, 
valuing wealth more than people, spawns 
fundamentalism in cultures and societies it 
invades around the world. Because 
fundamentalism is a problem for everyone, 
everywhere, I believe its cause--modern 
secularism-must be reexamined. Armstrong 
warns, "The desperation and fear that fuel 
fundamentalists also tend to distort the 
religious tradition, and accentuate its more 
aggressive aspects at the expense of those that 
preach toleration and reconciliation." 

We Americans need to reexamine our 
modern secularism-the actual cause of 
fundamentalism-that we export to the rest 
of the world, imposing "a dictatorship of 
relativism," in the words of Pope Benedict 
XVI. Children are being harmed because we 
tend not to notice the log in our own eye as 
we try to remove the speck in our neighbor's 
eye. Because we fail to recognize that 
fundamentalism-here at home, as well as 
in poor homes around our world-is 
materialistic secularism's long, dark shadow, 
young American soldiers and innocent Iraqi 
children are being horribly maimed and 
killed. It's time we acknowledged, as 
Armstrong reminds us, "Muslims are in tune 
with fundamentalists in other faiths all over 
the world, who share their profound 
misgivings about modern secular culture." 

Amy Clark 
North Liberty, Iowa 

Meeting the needs of the 
chemically sensitive 

In the June 2007 issue of FRIENDS. 
jOURNAL you published an excellent article 
on the 90-year achievements of American 
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Friends Service Committee. It is so far
reaching in its scope that I hesitate to bring 
to your attention such a small area where 
humanitarian aid is sorely needed. 

This is about an illness that is diagnosed 
and treated by very few physicians. Those of us 
who have it are hypersensitive to the plethora 
of chemicals iri our present day environment. 
We are known to have Environmental Illness, 
or MCS-Multiple Chemical Sensitivity. 
Why should an illness that cannot be helped 
by the administration of drugs be acceptable 
to the medical profession? A very fme 
physician once said to me "You make me feel 
so useless-! cannot prescribe any medication 
to help you." In fact, most medications are 
injurious to the MCS person. We find it 
necessary to live a chemical-free life. As far 
as possible this extends to food, water, and 
the air we breathe. 

Many people are beginning to understand 
that our modern way of living is damaging to 
Planet Earth and its living beings. Back in the 
'60s when my friends and I first became ill we 
tried to bring this condition to public notice. 
Rachel Carson was our only spokesperson. 
Now, almost 50 years later, we hear much 
about climate change or global warming and 
the need for a "Green" way of living. This we 
have been aware o£ 

People with this illness need understanding 
and humanitarian aid. A place to live with air 
to breathe that is free of chemicals is almost 
impossible to fmd. Yesterday I found Joan 
trying to live in her small car-not big enough 
to stretch out in. Her friend let Joan, evicted 
from a rental, park in her driveway. Joan's few 
belongings are in storage exposed to chemicals 
they wlll absorb. Joan is one month out of the 
hospital and confined to a wheelchair. The 
friend buys and cooks Joan's food. The friend's 
husband is also chemically sensitive, but they 
have no space inside their house for a guest. 
What to do? 

For years I have shared my home with 
other chemically injured persons. Now I am 
old. I would love to be cared for in a Quaker 
facility. Quakers are great and compassionate 
people. In every issue of FRIENDS JoURNAL 
I read ads for assisted living facilities, nursing 
homes, senior rental apartments, but none 
have areas designed to address the needs of 
the chemically sensitive. Could some of these 
institutions set aside even small areas that 
would be free of toxic chemicals? Such a room 
would need to have non-toxic paint, ceramic 
tile floors, metal furnishings with older cotton 
upholstery. Cleaning materials could be 
baking soda and water, or whatever might be 
acceptable to the occupant. No fragrances of 
any kind could be used. 

It has come to my attention that a non
Quaker establishment in Arizona is 
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attempting to accommodate an MCS couple. 
Why cannot some of our very fme Quaker 
homes do this? 

Seeking Truth 

Iris C Ingram 
Nokomis, Fla. 

In my eighth-grade Quakerism class, the 
teacher once asked us what the central belief of 
the Religious Society of Friends was. We 
stumbled over the predictable possibilities-the 
Inner Light, the Peace Testimony, and so on. 

His answer was the following: that new 
Truth is constantly being revealed; that 
everyone has access to the Truth; and that the 
Truth is one. In less highfalutin language, I 
have taken that to mean that new insights 
into what is true about the nature of our 
existence are always available; that everyone 
has the ability to perceive them; and that, 
somehow, all these perceptions fit together as 
parts of an all-encompassing single order. 

I have since found it a hard formulation 
to argue against. Certainly, if one cannot derive 
all of Friends' beliefs and practice from one 
or the other of them- be it our commitment 
to the nonviolent resolution of conflict, to 
the way meetings are organized--one can 
derive a great deal. 

Of these three, it is the third that, today, 
seems most distant. And yet that's the one 
that, to me, speaks most clearly to the 
"shallowing," to the stresses within the current 
Religious Society of Friends, of which other 
contributors have recently written. 

How we got here is not hard to understand: 
If there's nothing else that's occurred in the 
last 40 years, the incredibly broad and diverse 
spectrum of spiritual belief in the world has 
been brought home; and the legitimacy of each 
to be able to open a window into the mystery 
of human existence has been made clear. 

In one sense, we find ourselves victims of 
our own good words: the recognition that 
new truths are constantly being revealed and 
that everyone has the ability to perceive them 
has now made overwhelmingly clear (or is 
that, "clearly overwhelming"?) how immense 
and complicated the order everything fits 
into actually is. 

Stepping back from the attempt to make 
sense of it all-through, for instance, simply 
asserting up front that all viewpoints have truth 
in them and leaving it at that; or through 
readopting a more proscribed and defined 
understanding of what the order of everything 
is- is hardly an incomprehensible response. 

BuJ it is the shared attempt to articulate 
and expand our mutual understanding that 
gives our communities vitality. Certainly I 
can say the most thrilling and invigorating 
meetings I've been part of have all been 
characterized by this unblinking, common 
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· pursuit of what is true wherever it leads. To 
the extent we step back &om that-at least 
as I see it-we are diminished. 

It is the interplay of all three basic beliefs
taking the insights that come to us 
individually, and, as a community, seeking the 
way they all fit in with what we all already 
mutually understand-that has been the life 
force within Friends meetings, it seems to 
me. Not just what we have learned, it is the 
process through which we have learned it 
that has made us what we are. 

True, as they say, the universe now appears 
not only stranger than we know, it is stranger 
than we can know. But when has that not 
been the case? And if anything, it seems to 
me, this calls us only all the more to seek out 
each other-to seek out everyone--to help 
assemble and consolidate whatever insights 
may have come to us separately; and thereby 
build on what we all collectively do know. 

Though not futility, it does prompt 
humility-but that is rarely an unwelcome 
occurrence. From that arises thankfulness, 
not hubris and not despair. 

Christopher B. Fowler 
Point of Rocks, Md. 

War protesters were silenced 
Late last year, sentences were handed down 

·in Federal District Coun to citizens of Santa 
Fe, "The Elevator 9," who tried to contact 
their U.S. Senator at his office on September 
26, 2006. At that time, these citizens were 
prevented &om visiting their representative's 
office on peaceful business in a public 
building during business hours. They were 
denied their Constitutional rights to speak, to 
assemble, and to petition the government. 
They were and are being ignored, and the 
basis of democracy is severely damaged. 

Their Senator's office manager directed 
GSA workers to stop the elevator. She 
obstructed the basic rights of citizens to visit 
the office of their representative. 

The citizens would not have obstructed 
anyone or anyrhing if they had not been 
obstructed by the office manager and 
GSA workers. 

The judge failed to assess the real points 
at stake here. The judge mocked democracy 
by focusing on the sub-issue of the citizens 
supposedly not following directions on signs 
about loitering when they were stopped in 
the elevator. The real is.sue is that citizens 
wanted to engage their Senator in dialogue 
about the war in Iraq. Although they had 
sent a petition to the Senator's office several 
times, there had been no feedback, 
acknowledgement, or dialogue. 

The judge validated everything the 
government witnesses said, regardless of 
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its truth. 
The judge invalidated and belittled all 

the testimony of the citizens. 
If these people had been in American 

Legion hats with a commendation for the 
Senator, they would probably have been 
welcomed, and offered coffee. 

There has been a serious obstruction of 
constitutional rights to petition our Senator. 
An elected representative needs to hear the 
full range of opinions to do his or her job. 
Who to listen to is not a choice. 

The sentencing of the nine people was 
spread out over many days to make it difficult, 
if not impossible, for people to come and show 
support at the sentencings. Most were given a 
suspended sentence, a fine of $300, and 
directed to register with a Federal Marshall, 
which included fingerprinting-for a Federal 
misdemeanor. A suspended sentence 
jeopardizes the voices of U.S. citizens. If 
during their probationary period, they say 
anything against the current government or 
participate in any sort of peace action or 
protest, the sentence can be put into effect 
immediately; they can be thrown in jail. 
Essentially, all opposition is silenced. 

The Senator is not representing the 
citizens, 70 percent of whom do not believe 
the war should be continued. When this large 
a number questions what is going on, we think 
this Senator would bendit from hearing from 
all his constituents about the issue. 

]mnifer Wellington 
Santa Fe, N.Mex. 

Community and war taxes 
Responding to Lucinda Antrim's letter 

about supporting community no matter its 
goals ("Testimony of Community and war tax 
resistance," F]June), I would ask: What is her 
(our) community? We all suffer attachments 
to many government communities as well as 
work-related and living communities. Are 
these where our spirit lives? 

Is an imperialist country our community? 
The history of this nation, even before it was 
a nation, was a model of British imperialism 
extending to conquests of Native American, 
French, Mexican, Spanish, Hawaiian, and 
Philippine peoples. 

My understanding of the Religious Society 
of Friends is of a spiritual community. I am 
joined with George Fox~ Margaret Fell Fox, 
John Woolman, Lucretia Mott, Henry David 
Thoreau, Mohandas Gandhi, Mother Teresa, 
and Martin Luther King Jr., among so many 
others. 

Thirty-six years ago I was led to begin 
refusing to pay war taxes. The Spirit has, in 
this community, led me to a grand life since, 
without paying for war. I currently send the 
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small amount that I calculate this warrior 
nation wants to agencies that support the 
families of wounded military personnel. 

I have followed Thoreau's warning: "What 
I have to do is to see, at any rate, that I do not 
lend myself to the wrong which I condemn." 

Perry Treadwell 
Decatur, Ga. 

T he "costs" of reparations 
Jeff Hitchcock is certainly entitled to his 

heartfelt opinions in "Quakers and Reparations 
for Slavery and Jim Crow" (F]June). The 
editors of FRIENDS jOURNAL are, however, 
responsible for printing such a flawed account 
of American History. I presume the "disclaimer" 
in the left margin of page 18 is a weak 
attempt to admit Hitchcock's arguments are 
undermined by his lack of understanding of 
the finer points of U.S. History. 

Space will not allow me to comment point 
by point. I do, however, wish to make a 
handful of observations. First, North Carolina 
Yearly Meeting was, in the 1830s, one of the 
very largest slave owners in the Republid 
Second, in many states the real purpose of 
the Poll Tax was to get poor whites off the 
voting rolls. Third, the Union Army spilled 
more than enough of its soldiers' blood, 
white and black, to cover the "costs" of 
reparations. Look up the casualty figures, 
view the photographs of the many maimed 
"survivors," and tell me that "pound of flesh" 
was inadequate. 

Vinton M Prince Jr. 
Wilmington, Ohio 

Milestones for the living? 
The older I ger, the more I read obituaries. 

All the people in the "Deaths" column of 
FRIENDS j OURNAL seem to be wonderful, 
productive, and lovable. The problem is that 
they are all dead. 

I propose that FRIENDS j OURNAL have a 
new column with short biographies of 
Quakers who are alive, doing interesting 
things, and who are interested in networking 
with other Quakers. 

Richard Grossman 
Durango, Colo. 

ComaUms: The photo of Jamie K. 
Donaldson on page 11 of the April 
issue was taken by Dave Amam: 

In the Milestone for Larry Miller in the 
Apr. issue, Larry's stepdaughter's name is 
Susan Pinales. 

Emma Lapsansky-Werner wrote the 
pref.ace fur A Biogwlphy of LiOian ana 
~ w~ Twmtinh Century 
~ Pr~t« Activists (F] June), she was 
not the co-author. 

• CLASSIFIED 

Classified rate is 80¢ per word. Minimum charge is 
$25. Logo Is additional $19. Add 10% U boxed. 10% 
discount for three consecutive Insertions, 25% for 
six. Appearance of. any advertisement does not 
imply endorsement by Friends Journal. 

CLASSIFIED AD DEADUNES: 
September issue. July 21 
October issue, August 18 

Submn your ad to: 

Advertising Manager, Friends Journal 
1216 Arch Street, 2A 
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835 

For Information call (215) 563-8628 
Fax (215) 568-13n 
E·mall: adNies@friendtljournal.org 

Coming to London? Friendly 8&8 just a block from the 
British Museum and very close to London Universi1y. A cen
tral location for all tourist activities. Ideal lor persons traveling 
alone. Direct subway and bus links with Heathrow Airport. 
The Penn Club, 21 Bedford Ptaoe, London WC1 B 5JJ. 
Telephone: +44 (207) 636-4718. Fax: +44 (207) 636-5516. 
<WWW.pennclub.co.uk>. 
Ashland, Or.g. Friendly place in Southern Oregon for out· 
standing theater, ratting, fishing, birding, quiet time. Anne 
Hlltlwway'a tu.S and G.vcMn SuitN. <WWW.ashlandbandb 
.com>; (800) 643-4434. 
Beacon Hill Frlenda HouN: Quaker·sponsored residence of 
19 interested In community living. spiritual growth, peace. and 
social ooncems. All faiths welcome. For information, applica
tion: BHFH, 6Chestnut Street. Boston, MA02108-3264. (617) 
227-9118. Overnight and short·term aocommodations also 
available.<directors@bhfh.org>, <WWW.bhfh.org>. 
Looklnt for a creative llvlnt alternative In New Y0111 City? 
Penington Friends House may be the place for youl We are 
looking for people of a1t ages who want 1o make a aerious 
commitment to a community lifestyle-based on Quaker princi
ples. For information caH (212) 673-1730. We also have 
overnight accommodations. 
Chicago-Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends ~- Short· or long-term. Contact: Sofia 
Community, Ouak8r House. 5615 S. Woodlawn AVMUe, 
Chicago. IL 60637. (773) 288-3066. 
s..ttle Ouliker Houae: University Friends Meeting has two 
travelers' rooms/shared belh near University of Washington. 
Microwave/refligerator. Free parking. Close lo Metro/shops. 
$35-$45. (206) 632·9839 or c:quakertlouse.sea@juno.COill>. 
Plttaburgh Well located, affordable third-floor (walkup) 
guest rooms with shared bath. Single or double oocupancy. 
Kitchen available. Contact: House Manager, Friends Meet· 
inghouse, 4836 Ellsworth AYenue, Pittaburgh, PA 15213. Tele
phone: (412) 683-2669. 
Wllllem Penn ttot.e It Waehlngton QUIIII« W0111c:ampa. 
Washington, D.C., Quaker Cenler on Capitol Hill offering hos
pitality, meeting space, and worship. Otlering wor1lcamp 
opportunlties for youth. peace studies seminars for educators, 

' and seminars for all ages. Leaderahip training for Quaker 
young aduKs through our internship program. AI are welcome. 
<WWW.WmPennHouse.org>, <info@WmPennHouae.org>. 
(202) 543·5560. 515 East Capitol S1., SE, Washington, D.C. 
20003. 
Santa Fe-Charming, affordable adobe guest apartment 
with k~cllenetle at our hisloric Canyon Road ~· 
Convenient 1o galleries and downlown. More al <Santa·fe. 
quaker.org>. Rese!vations <gUeStapartrnen@yahoo.com> 
or (505}-963-7241. 
lloWnl'e Houae, Martha's Vineyard, MA. contelillliative 5Ufll
merl1alt 8&8. Informal. contemporary, crafts, natural light, 
sybaritic beths, tranquil setting. Peaceful oasis for hectic liYes. 
Bike to ferry, town, beach. For brochur&1nformatiorVreser· 
vations: (508) 696-6198, <mamivtl@vineyard.net>, <WWW 
.marnishouse.com>. 
Blue Ridge Mountalne-Biight. quiet housekeeping room in 
Lexington. Vorginia. Near two colleges. Ideal for writer or 
retreatant. Low rates by day, week, or month. CaH (540)463· 
4n6. 
QUAKER HOUSE, Managua, Nk:enlgua. Simple hospitality, 
donns, shared kitchen or catering, meeting space, internet, 
laundry, library. For individual travelers, volunteers and QWUps 
<managua@pronica.org,> <WWW.pronica.org>. (011) 505-
26&3216, (727) 821·2428. 
Traveling Weet? VISit the Ben Lomond Quaker Center. Per· 
sonal retreats and our amual schedule of Quaker Programs. 
Among the redwoods, near Santa Cruz, Calif. (831) 33& 
8333. <WWW.quakercenter.org>. 



Books & Publications 
FrlfNK/a Bu/1«/n, magazine of Western U.S. Quakers, sub
saiplion $18. A WeAim Quaker Reeder, $19. ~ 
aiJJu.t.nlng, $16. Friends Buletin, 3223 DanahaSt, Tooance, 
CA 90505. <Westemquaker.net>, <friendsbulletin@aol.com>. 

Pendle Hill Pamphlets are timely essays on many facels I """""' .. ·_ ...... _ ........ at one sitting. Subsaibe to receive six pam-
phletslyear for $25 (US). Also available: every 
pamphlet published previously by Pendle Hill. 
(800) 742-3150 ext. 2 or <lxlokslore@pendlehill 
.org> <WWW.pendlehill.org>. 

MORE BOOKS FOR BOOK GROUPS 
Shaggy Locka & Bl rkenstocks. Revealing reports on 
key chapters in liberal Quaker history and theology. $11.95 
The Harlot's Bible. Startling case studies of Friends old 
and new: Penn, Nixon, Bill Kreidler, Elizabeth Gray Vining, 
more. $14.95. 
Why God Is Like A Wet Bar of Soap. Quaker history and 
conVictions illuminated through short fiction about war, 
peace, love, conflict and discovery. $15.95. 
By Chuck Fager. Ask your bookseller, or write: Kimo 
Press, Box 1344, Fayetteville NC 28302 

www.vlntagequakerbooks.com. 
Rare and out-of-print Quaker journals, history, religion. 
Vintage Books, 181 Hayden Rowe St, Hopkinton, MA 
01748; E-mail: <Vintage@gis.net>. 

Publish your own Church History! Elegant soft- or 
hard-bound books printed affordably, even in small 
quantities. Call Jane Daugherty Karker for pricing and 
personal hands-on service at Custom Museum Publish-
ing. (207) 594-0090 or get free pricing. <estimating 
@CustomMuseumPublishing.com>. 

New books from Friends United Press: A Brief Memoir of 
Elizabeth Fry, includes study guide; Enduring Hope: The Impact 
of the Ramallah Friends Schools, by former Quaker Ufe edi
tor, Trish Edwards·Konic, with Foreword by Max Carter. Order 
online at: <WWW.fum.org/shop> or call (800) 537-8839. 

PENPLE HILL BOOKSTORE 

Over 2,000 ltema, including books on Quakerism, reli-
gion, spirituality, peace, art, and social justice, 

I 
cl1ildren's books, COs, mimes. <WWW.pendlehill 
.org>. Call (800) 742- 3150 or (610) 566-4507, 
ext. 2; e-mail <lxlokslore@pendlehill.org>. Open 
M-F 9 a.m.- 12:30 p.m., 1:30 p.m.-4.30 p.m.; ask 
about weekends. 

Opportunities 
THE PEACEABLE TABLE 

A Free Online Journal for Quakers 
and Other People of Faith 

<WWW. vegetarianfrlenda.net> 

Costa Rica Study Tours: Vis~ the Quaker commumty in 
Monteverde. For information and a brocl1ure contact Sarah 
Stuckey: -Hl11 (506) 645-5436; write: Apdo. 46-5655, Mon
teverde, Costa Rica; e-mail: <erstudy@racsa.co.er>; <WWW 
. crstudylours.com>; or call in the USA (937) 728·9887. 

To consldef mountain view retirement property In Ari
zona, near a Friends center, vi~ <arizonafriends.com> or 
write Roy Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 1182 Hornbeam Road, Sabi
na, OH 45169. Telephone: (937) 728-9887. 

Quaker Wrttera and Artlatal 
Join the Fellowship of Quakers in the Arls ($25/year), and 
share your work with Friends in our exciting quarterly, 
"Types and Shadows." Seeking short fiction and non-
fiction, poetry, drawings, B&W photos, and NEWS of Quak-
er art/artists. Help create a new cl1apter in Quaker history! 
Info: FQA, c/o PYM, 1515 Cheny St., f'hiladelphia, PA 
19t 02. E-mail submissions OK. <fqa@quaker.org>. 
<WWW.quaker.orglfqa>. 

Do you care about the future 
of the Rellgloua Society of Frlenda? 

Support growing meetings and a spiritually Waf Quakerism 
for all ages with a deferred gift to Friends General Confer-
ence (bequest, charitable gift annuity, trust). For information, (iii please contact Michael Wajda at FGC, 1216 

Arch Street, 2-B, Philadelphia, PA 19107; 
(215) 561 -1700; <michaetw@fgcquaker.org>. 
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ConnKtlng Friends 
Crossing Cultu,..s 
O,.nglng L/ns 

VIncula a lor Amlgos 
SOb,..peu ,.,..,,. Culturet.r 
Cambia Vldar 

Contact Friends World Committee for Consultation Section 
of the Americas for information about planned gift oppor
tun~ies ranging from !He income gifts (such as charitable 
gift annu~ies) to language for including FWCC in your 
estate plans. Louise Salinas, Associate Secretary, (215) 
241-7251 , <louises@fwccamericas.org>. 

Redwood Forest Frfendl Meeting seeks Resident Friend(s), 
starting summer or early autumn of 2008. Private living quar
ters provided. Located 60 miles north of San Francisco and 
25 miles from Pacific Ocean. Write to: Resident Friend liai
son, Post Office Box 1831 , Santa Rosa, CA95402; or, e-mail 
<:avboone@sonic.net> and <;>wh@sonic.net>. 
Caaa de los Amlgos, a Quaker peace and ho$pMiity center 
in Mexico City, seeks volunteers to serve 3-12 months. Foster 
community, build peace, live simply. Accommodations provided, 
Spanish proficiency required. <WWW.casadelosamigos.org>, 
<amigos@casadelosamigos.org>. 

Call to Service: Quaker Volunteer Serv-s ice supports volunteers to follow their 
leadings in full-time wor1< for peace, jus
tice and community, gtlU1ded in Quaker 

spirituality. For Information: <WWW.57thStreetMeeting.org 
/Call.pdf>. 

Oregon Trail Adventure. Looking for Friends [nterested in 
traveling the Oregon Trail (leaving St l ouis 9/1 0!00 arriving 
Oregon City 9119!00). Contact Unda Spencer at <findaquake 
@msn.com> or (703) 765 0656. 

Eyeota at Peodla Hill 
July 11-13: Compealonate, Nonviolent Communk:e
t lon, with Bonalyn Mosteller; Spiritual Awakening 
through Authentic Movement, w~h Sara Wor1<eneh 
July 13-17: Exploring the Art of Mosaic, with Carol Sex
ton; Splrttusl Discernment, w~h Nancy Bieber 
July 19: Putting Love Into Leadership, with Daniel Caron 
July 2Q-24: Practicing Prayer Today, w~h Nancy Bieber; 
Imaging You,t.Ufa Story, w~h June-Etta Chenard; Inten
sive Journal"" Program for Personal/Spiritual Growth, 
w~h Vic Kryston 
July 25-27: Inquirers Weekend: Basic Quakerism, with 
Barry Scott and Eileen Flanagan; The Courage to Lead, 
with Judy Sorum Brown 
July 27-31 : Bleu Thla Body (Meditation, Yoga), with 
Valerie Brown; Make Your Spirit VIsible through Paint
Ing, with Helen David Brancato 

I 
August 3-7: Telling Our Stories, with Allan 
Brick; Awakening Imagination for TransfortTI&
tlon, with Hector Aristizabal 
Contact: Pendle Hill, 338 Plush Mill Road, 
Wallingford, PA 19086-6023. (800) 742-3150, 
extension 3. <WWW.pendlehill.org>. 

Consider a special gift this year to the Pickett Quaker Lead
ership Endowment. Outstanding nominations for recognition 
and financial gran1s far exceed investment earnings. Can we 
afford to leave any behind? Contact Mike Moyer, Endowment 
Coordinator, Wm Penn Univ., Oskaloosa lA 52577, or e-mail 
<moyerm@mahaska.org>. website: <WWW.pickettendowmenl 
.quaker.org>. 

Personals 

Concerned&ngkQ 
Concerned Singles links socially conscious singles who 
care about peace, social justice, race, gender equity, envi
ronment. Nationwide~ntemational. All ages, straighVgay. 
Since 1984. Free sample: Box 444-FJ, Lenox Dale, MA 
01242; (413) 243-4350; <WWW.concemedsingles.com. 

QuakerSingles.org 
Connect with like-minded Friends. 

Forums, Photos, Private Messaging, and more 
~·s Friendly, ~·s Free, h's Fabulous 

Contact: c:peer@quakersingles.org> (336)-669-7164 

Positions Vacant 
ARC Retreat Center, 55 miles north of Minneapolis, in~es 
inquiries from those interested in joining the resident commu· 
nity for one week up to a year or more. Room and board pro
vided; stipend and health insurance for long-term volunteers. 
Residenls welcome retreatanls, wor1< at routine tasks of cook
ing, cleaning, property maintenance, and share daily worship 
and meals. Call or e-mail Jan Wiersma, Director, at (763)-689-
3540 or <director@arcretreat.org>. 

Meeting Secretary sought: Friends Meeting at Cambridge, 
a large unprogrammed meeting in Massacl1usetts, seeks a 
Meeting Secretary. The p0500n is ful~time with benefrts, to 
begin middle- to late-summer 2008. Office management, cler
ical, and computer skills are required. Quaker experience, 
database, and bookkeeping skills are desirable. In addition to 
running the office, the Meeting Secretary is the face of the 
meeting, graciously receiving guests, responding to inquiries, 
and welcoming all those who come to the meeting during 
working hours. Contact: Meeting Secretary Searcl1 Comm~
tee, 5 Longfellow Park, Cambridge, MA02138. (617) 876-6883 
<fmcquaker@iecc.com>. 

Friend In Residence Search 
Atlanta Friends Meeting is conducting a searcl1 for a "Friend 
in Residence" for our meetinghouse. For more information, 
including an updated status of the search process, see our 
web s~e (<http1/attanta.quaker.org/>), or e-mail Jack Hon
derd at <jhundred@mind&~>ring.corl'l>. 

Executive Director-National Campaign for a Pesce Tax 
Fund 
NCPTF (in Washington, D.C.) lobbies for passage of Reli
gious Freedom ·Peace Tax Fund Bill, to establish in law 
the right of conscientious objection to military taxation. NCPTF 
seeks Executive Director (to begin 1011108) to lead lobbying, 
administration, and fund-raising activities of NCPTF, and 
Peace Tax Foundation (501c3 educational organization). For 
detailed requiremenls and salary information, and to submit 
resume, (do so before 8115108), contact <Searcl1committee 
@peacetaxfund.org>. Additional information at <WWW 
.peacetaxfund.org> or call 888-PEACETAX. 

Real Estate 
Quaker Commercial Realtor specializing in income proper
ty sales and 1031 replacemenls nationally. Call Allen Stock
bridge, JD, CCIM at (877) 658-3666. 

FOR SALE: Four bedroom home with bam and small orcl1ard 
on one acre in quiet upstate NY Quaker community of Poplar 
Ridge. Available Sept. 2008. For details, call (315)-364-8623, 
e-mail: <ferrari@bci.net>. 

Rentals & Retreats 
Blueberry Cottage on organic lavender, bluebeny, and dairy 
goat farm in the mountains of N. Carolina. Pond, mountain 
views, protected river. Sleeps 8+. Family farm vi~ or roman
tic getaway. Near Celo Friends Meeting. By week or day. 
<WWW.mountalnfarm.net> or (866) 212-2100. 
Pocono Msnor. Beautiful, rustic mountain house suijable for 
gatherings, retreals, and reunions. Seven bedrooms. Three 
full baths. Beds for 15. Fully equipped. Deck w~h mountain 
view. Hiking trails from back door. Weekends or by the week, 
April through October. Contact Melanie Douty: (215) 73&0048. 

Provence, France. Beautiful secluded stone house, vii-
!age near Avignon, 3 BR (sleeps 5-6), ~chen/dining room, 
spacious living room, modem bathroom. Terrace, court-
yard, view of medieval castle. Separate second house 
sleeps 4. Both available year-round $1 ,2Q0.$2,900/mo. 
<WWW.rent-in-provence.com>. Marc Simon, rue Oume, 
30290 Saint VICtor, France, <msimon@wanadoo.fr>; or J. 
Simon, 124 Bondcroft, Buffalo, NY 14226; (716) 83&8698. 

Cape Msy, N.J . Beacl1 House-weekly rentals; weekend 
rentals in off-season. Sleeps 12+. Great for family 
reunions! Block from beacl1. Close to mall. Ocean views 
from wraparound porcl1. Call: (718) 398-3561. 

ltsly. For wmers, artists, mus~aans or famll1es, a peaceful cot
tage In the woods on an Umbrian hillside: large living room, 
k~chen/diningroom, one bathroom, two bedrooms (sleeps 
maximum 6). Non-smoking. Contact: Allison Jablonko, Via 
della Ginestra, 12, 06069 Tuoro sui Trasimeno (PG), Italy. 
Email: <jablonko@tin.it> . 
Chincoteague Island VA. Choice of adjacent, 1920s, 
equipped vacation homes sleeping 8-10. Protected 
Assateague Island nearby (ponies, ocean beaches, birds ... ). 
September until June; approx. $250/weekend, $50()JWk. Pol~e 
pels OK. (703)-448-8678, <mar1<vanraden@yahoo.com.>. 

Beautiful Cape Cod, Weat Cape Msy, NJ: Newly renovat
ed. All conveniences ... central air, wid, custom ~cl1en w/dw, 
microwave, oulside shower. Sleeps 8 .. 2 queen, 4 single. 
Hardwood and tile floors, antiques, art, oriental's. 4 car off 
street parking. 6 min. walk, 3 min bike ride to beacl1. Sunday 
to Sunday (avoid the Saturday traffic jam). On the market @ 
$650K, but honoring summer rentals @ $1 ,800/week. Call 
John Eyler at (717) 503-9305, e-mail <Speeders@ptd.net.>. 
Cottage on Quaker family mountain property. Secluded, 
slmpte living. Two double, 2 single Mon beds. Woodstove, 
bathroom, fire p~. Forest, stream, peace, quiet. Bedford coun
ty, PA, 2.5 hrs. from Pittsburgh/ Harrisburg, 3 hrs. from D.CJ 
Baflimore. Reasonable rates. Holly and Gene Coia (814) 842-
9327, <hgcoia@embarqmall.com>. 

tfawal'l Anshola, Kaua 'I. Elderly beacl1 house available 
between owner's visijs. Sleeps 5. Depo~ $1 00 refundable if 
left clean, secure, intact. $630 weekly. Bring linens, allow 2 
hours cleanup. K~ Glover (808) 668-7337. 
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Retirement Living 
The Hickman, a nonprofit, Quaker-

TilE T~ sponsored retirement community in 
~llCf<:mlllfl historic West Chester, has been qui
etly providing excellent care to older persons for over a 
century. Call today for a tour: (484) 760-6300, or visit our 
brand-new website <WWW.thehickman.org>. 

II 
Friends Homes, Inc., founded by North Caroli
na Yeally Meeting of the Society of Friends, has 
been providing retirement options since 1968. 
Both Friends Homes at Gumord and Friends 
Homes West are fee-for-service, continuing care 
retirement communities offering independent liv

ing, assisted IMng, and skilled nursing care. Located in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, both communities are close to 
GuiKord College and several Friends meetings. Enjoy the 
beauty of four seasons, as well as outstanding cuHural, intel
lectual, and spilitual opportunities in an area where Quaker 
roots run deep. For information please call: (336) 292-9952, 
or wlite: Friends Homes West, 6100 w. Friendly Avenue, 
Greensboro, NC 27410. Friends Homes, Inc. owns and 
operates communities dedicated to the letter and spilit of 
Equal Housing Opportunity. <WWW.frieodshomes.org>. 

1~1 
Kendal communities and services reflect sound manage
ment, adherence to Quaker values, and respect for each 
individual. 
Continuing care retirement communities: 
Kendal at Longwood; Crosslands - Kennett Square, Pa. 
Kendal at Hanover - Hanover, N.H. 
Kendal at Oberlin - Oberlin, Ohio 
Kendal at Ithaca - Ithaca, N.Y. 
Kendal at lexington - lexington, Va. 
Kendal on Hudson- Sleepy Hollow, N.Y. 
Kendal at Granville - Granville, Ohio 
Independent living with residential services: 
Coniston and Cartmel - Kennett Square, Pa 
The Lathrop Communities - Northampton and Easthamp
ton, Mass. 
Nunling care, residential and assisted living: 
Barclay Friends - West Chester, Pa. 
Advocacy/education programs: 
Untie the Eldelly - Pa. Restraint Reduction Initiative 
Kendal Outreach, l LC 
Collage, Assessment Tool for Well Eldelly 
For Information, contact: Doris Lambert, The Kendal 
Corporation, 1107 E. Baltimore Pike, Kennett Square, PA 
19348. (610) 335-1200. 
E-mail <info@kcorp.kendal.org>. 

Uvlng In Retirement: People who behave 1n peace and JUS· 

lice never retire, they just move to Uplands! An ecumenical 
community with UCC relationship. <WWW.UplandsVIIage.oom> 
(931 )-277-3518. 

MEDFORD LEAS 

A Quaker-rtlaled communiiT 

f or &hose a.ge 55+ 

VIsit us and learn all about our: 
o Two beautiful campuses in Medford and Lumberton, NJ 
o Over 200+ acres of alboretum settings 
o Wide choice of garden-style home & apartment designs 
o Dynamic, resident-driven community l~e 
o Ideal locations for cuHure & recreation 
o Superior health & wellness services 
For details on our community and our many programs 
open to the public- call us at (800)-331-4302 or vistt our 
website <WWW.medfordleas.org>. 
Home of the Lewis W. BaJton Arboretum & Nature Preserve 
Member. Greater Philadelphia Gardens 

FRIENDS HOUSE 
Continuing Care Retirement Community 

A great plsce to grow old 
Friends House is a Quaker-sponsored nonprofit retirement 
community kx:ated north of San Francisco in bea~l North
ern Cal~omia. Assisted living, skilled nursing, and garden 
apar1rneots for independent living are all situated on a seven
acre level campus. Residents may participate in govemanoe, 
educational programs, entertainment, and hospttality activ
ities along with free use of a well-maintained private library of 
5,500 cataloged volumes. Residents enjoy an abundanoe of 
edible landscaping and exercising in the on-site fitness center. 
684 Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409 (707)-538-0152 

<WWW.friendshouse.org> 
RCFE #496801929 I SNF #010000123 I GOA #220 
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Schools 
United Friends School: ooed; preschool-S; emphasizing 
integrated, developmentally appropriate curriculum, after
school arts, sports, and music programs. Busing available. 
1018 West Broad Street, Quakertown, PA 18951. (215) 538-
1733. <WWW.unttedfriendsschool.org>. 

ARTHUR MORGAN SCHOOL. Boarding and day school for 
grades 7-9. Small academic classes, consensus decision 
making, outdoor and community service trips, daily work pro
gram. A small, caring community environment. For Informa
tion about admissions or hiring: (828) 675·4262. 
<info@arthurmorganschool.org>. 60 AMS Circle, Burnsville, 
NC 28714. <WWW.arthurmorganschool.org>. 

Frankford Fl1ends School: ooed; Pre-K to grade 8; serving 
center city, Northeast, and most areas of Philadelphia. We 
provide children wtth an affordable yet challenging academic 
program in a small, nurturing environment. Frankford Friends 
School, 1500 Orthodox Street, Philadelphia, PA 19124. (215) 
533-5366. 

Lansdowne Friends School-a small Friends school for 
boys and girts three years of age through sixth grade, rooted 
in Quaker values. We provide children wtth a quality academic 
and a developmentally appropriate program in a nurturing 
environment. Whole language, thematic education, conflict 
resolution, Spanish, after-school care, summer program. 110 
N. Lansdowne Avenue, Lansdowne, PA 19050. (610) 623-2548. 

Stratford Friends School provides a strong academic;: pro
gram in a warm, supportive, ungraded setting for children 
ages 5 to 13 who leam differently. Small classes and an 
enriched cui'Ticulum answer the needs of the whole child. An 
at-risk program for five-year-dds is available. The school also 
offers an extended-day program, tutoring, and summer 
school. Information: Stratford Friends School, 5 Llandillo 
Road, Havertown, PA 19083. (610) 446-3144. 
<gvare@stratfordfriends org> <WWW stratfordfriends org > . . 

Friends school for bright children who learn 
~ The Quaker School at Horsham-A 

differently. Coed, pre-first through ninth 
grades. Our research-based cui'Ticulum is 

carefutly designed to address language-based leaming d~· 
ferenoes. After school care. Enrichment programs: Affini-
ties, art, music, shop, drama, sports. New campus. 250 
Meetinghouse Road, Horsham, PA 19044 (215) 674-2875 
<WWW.quakerschool.org>. 

• Interdependent studies of peace, justioe, ···-~,_;_ 
& sustainability 

• Project-based leaming 
• Living in Quaker community 
• Extensive servioe-leaming trips 
Call (530)·273-3183 to find out more 
<WWW.woolman.org> 

Friends School of Portland 
~,.ooL o, An Independent Quaker school for ijt'·---t Welcoming new students for Fell 2008 

~ <WWW.friendsschoolofportland.org>. (207) 
· 78Hl321 . 

./ 1 Mackworth Island, Falmouth, Maine 
04105. 

·{a· 
Biblical Studles-"ln the Scripture 
God has deemed n proper to give us 
a looking glass in which we can see 
the condbs and experiences of 

E A R L H A M ancient believers. There we find that 
scHooL •I ••LIGION our experiences are analogous to 
theirs."-Robert Barclay 
The Biblical Studies graduate emphasis is one of four in 
ESR's M.A. In Religion program. The M.A. in Religion is for 
those interested in research, continuation toward a PhD, or 
another form of educational ministry. 
For Biblical Studies wtth a Quaker influence, 
<axtelsu@eartham.edu:> or (BOO) 432-1377. 

contact 

Services Offered 
All Things e&lllgraphic 

Carol Gray, C8fllgrapher (Quaker). Specializing in wed
ding certificates. Reasonable rates, timely turnarounds. 
<WWW.carolgraycalligraphy.oom>. 

Active Friend and practicing MS Counselor offers ~e 
Coaching, a service to help you make personal or profes
sional changes. All services provided on a Sliding Fee Scale 
(pay what. you can). Create life from the inside out! 
For more information: <eounselingtree@yahoo.corrt> or (610) 
999-0876. Elizabeth Bums, MS Counseling, Downingtown , 
Pa., Mee~. 
Custom ~mage C8i1lftC8tei and other traditional or deco
rated documents. Various calligraphic styles and watercolor 
designs available. Over ten years' experience. Pam Bennett, 
P. 0 . Box 136, Uwchlan, PA 19480. (610) 458-4255. <:prt:x:al
lig@verizon.nel>. 

Ahlmsa Graphics 
Wedding Certificates, Celebrations of Commijment 
calligraphy, illustration, custom design 
Contact: Penny Jackim: <:ahimsa@earthlink.nel> 
(410) 783-1972 
Samples: <WWW.pennyjackim.calligraphicarts.org> 

H FREEMAN 12204 Salisbury Road South 
• Richmond, IN 47374 

(610) 909-8385 
ASSOC/A TES, LLC HFreeAssoc@aol.ccm 

Consulting services for educational instttutions and non-
profit organizations. Fundraising. Capttal campaigns. 
Planned giving. Recent clients include liberal arts colleges, 
seminaries, independent schools, social service agencies, 
Pendle Hill, FGC, and many other Friends organizations. 
<WWW.Hfreemanassociates.corrt>. 

Calllgrapher(NEYM) creates individually designed marriage 
certificates, birth/naming documents for newborn or adopted 
children, and other one-of-a-kind documents. 
See samples of my work at <W)'nnellewellyn.oom> Contact 
me to discuss your needs at (413)·634-5576 
<W)'I1ne@wynnellewellyn corn> 

Purchase Quar1elly Meeting (NYYM) maintains a peace 
tax escrow fund. Those interested in tax witness may wish 
to contact us through NYYM, 15 Ruthertord Place, New 
York, NY 10003. 

C.YDsu~~& 
Doing business with Gennans or in Gennany? 

Of course they speak English. But they71 respect you 
more if your point person writes and speaks to them in 
German. Associate professor of German available to do 
so on your behalf. 
<meisterp@uah.edu:> <:eyranooonsulting.nel> 
Please mention Cyrano Consulting Services in your 
subject line. Call (256) 725-2053 or (256) 824-2347 

SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENTS 
Are your dollars supporting your values? We have been help
ing to create, manage, and transfer weaHh for 163 years. You 
have a Friend in the business. <WWW.Since1845.com> (518) 
220-4233. 

Summer Camps 
CAMP CElO: A small farm home camp in the North Car-
olina mountains. Under Quaker leadership for over 50 
years. Boys and girts ages 7-12. 3:1 camper/staff ratio. 
<WWW.campoelo.com>, (828) 675-4323. 

Journey's End Farm Camp 
Farm animals, gardening, ceramics, wood shop, outdoor 
games. Program centered in the l~e of a Quaker tarm lam-
ily focuses on nonviolence, simplicity, reverrenoe for 
nature. Sessions of two or three weeks for 34 boys and 
girts, ages 7-12. Apply early for financial aid. Welcome all 
races. One-week Family Camp In August. Kristin Curtis, 
364 Sterling Road, Newfoundland, PA 18445. (570) 689-
3911; <WWW.joumeysendfarm.org>. 

Make friends, make music at FRIENDS MUSIC CAMP at 
Olney. Ages 10-18. Grow musicatly in a caring, Quakeroom
munity.Brochure, video: FMC, PO Box 427, Yellow Springs, 
OH 45387. (937) 767-1311. <musicfmc@yahoo.com> On
line: <friendsmusiccarnp.org>. 

Camp Woodbrooke, Wisconsin 
Quaker-led camp wijh emphasis on simplicity, 
community, living In harmony wtth the environ
ment. Have fun, make friends. 34 boys and 
girts, ages 7-12. Teen program, ages 13-15. 

(608) 64HI703. <WWW.campwoodbrooke.org>. 
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ONLYYOU CAN ENSURE 
FRIENDS JOURNAL FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF QUAKERS 

Do you find spiritual nunurance, inspiration and 

connection to the Quaker community through 

FRIENDS JOURNAL? Future generations of Quakers 

may benefit from FRIENDS JOURNAL as well, but only 

if Friends like you make it possible. 

You can play a significant role in assuring the future 

ofFRIENDS}OURNAL, and our goal ofbuilding 

readership among Friends of all ages, by 

contributing a planned gift that fits your needs. 

Whether it's an annuity, a trust or something as 

simple as a line in your will you can provide a 

lasting legacy that will help sustain this 

independent publication of Quaker thought 

for decades to come. 

HERE'S HOW YOU CAN MAKE A 

LASTING INVESTMENT IN THIS VITAL MINISTRY: 

• Include FRIENDS JOURNAL as a beneficiary in your will 

• Create a charitable gift annuity with FRIENDS jOURNAL 

• Name FRIENDS JOURNAL as a beneficiary of an IRA or life insurance policy 

• Create a trust that includes FRIENDS JOURNAL as a beneficiary 

• Make a gift to our Term-limited Endowment Fund (20 year term) 

• Make a gift to our Board Discretionary Fund 

• Make an outright gift of appreciated stock, real estate or art. 

(Gifts can be funded with cash, stock or other property.) 

FRIENDS 
JOURNAL 

Note: Certain giving can provide income to you or your beneficiary as well as 
tax benefits. Our development staff is available to assist in creating a _giving 
plan best suited to your needs. Call Larry Jalowiec, Director of Advancement, 
at 800-471-6863 or email advancement@friendsjoumal.org 
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