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• AMONG FRIENDS 

Back to "Normal" 

F
or the last four months, FRIENDS JOURNAL has offered a series of unusual 
or special issues. In May, it was the Peace Gathering, "Heeding God's 

Call," which was held in January. In June, we offered a special issue on 

Marriage, Gender, and Relationships, for which we received an amazingly varied 

body of submissions. In July, we published two articles (on bottled water and 
n uclear power) that have generated a large amount of mail for our Forum, as you 

will see in this issue (and there will be more). And in August, we grouped 

together four articles on forgiveness and transformation, led off by a lengthy and 

penetrating study of the peaceful Amish response to the Nickel Mines shootings. 
And we have two special issues ahead of us. In October, we will be sending you 

the results of our invitation for writings on Friends Wimess in Our Everyday 

Lives. Then, in November, comes our annual Books issue, as well as a report on 

this year's Friends General Conference Gathering. 

But now, for September, as you will see from the table of contents, we are back 

to our usual mix of feature articles on a variety of themes. 
I won't run through them all, but I would like to lift up two of them. The first 

is Lindsey Fielder Cook's "Concerned about Israel and/or Palestine? Perhaps We 

Are Part of the Problem" (p. 6). Friends have long been involved in, and 

concerned with, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, in a variety of ways, and we have 

often been in conflict among ourselves over two possible roles to assume: that of 

an impartial supporter of conflict resolution, and that of advocacy for the 
powerless. Neither of these roles, by itself, speaks effectively to the particular 
dynamics of this conflict. Rare, indeed, is the voice that is true to both roles-and 

that may well be part of the reason why this particular conflict has defied 

resolution for so long. Lindsey Cook steps back and looks at this dilemma. I 

commend her article to you. 
The other article I'd like to draw especially to your attention is "Four Pillars 

of Meeting for Business" by Debbie Humphries (p. 21). The Friends procedure 
for seeking the sense of the meeting ~eets mixed reviews among today's rank­
and-file Quakers, especially because it can take time, which runs against the 

grain in our sound-bite culture. And yet there are many who maintain that this 
practice is one of the great gifts the Religious Society of Friends has to offer the 
world. Sometimes the purpose of a business meeting is what is at issue: Is it to 

reach decisions efficiently, or to build community? Are these two goals necessarily in 

conflict? I encourage you to have these questions in mind as you read this article. 

By lifting up these two feature articles, I don't mean to disparage the other 

four. They are all articles that have been patiently sitting in the wings, waiting for 
our wave of special and unusual issues to move on, so they can have their place in 

your attention. 
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A special thanks from the 
Laceys 

James Andrew Lacey, 41, died June 6, 
2009, in a car accident while doing a favor 
for his parents. 

Our beloved and loving son and 
brother was a gentle, generous man of 
principle and a staunch, dependable friend 
to many. He knew how to care for others 
in the most practical ways. He had a great 
capacity for happiness and brought 
happiness to others. His wit was quick and 
always kind. We cherished his company 
and will cherish his memory all our lives. 

James was a lifelong Quaker and lifelong 
resident of Richmond, Ind. He graduated 
from Richmond High School in 1985 and 
from Earlham College in 1991. He is 
survived by his parents, Margaret and Paul 
Lacey; his brother, Patrick; and his sister, 
Mary, and her husband, Tony Bohnert. 

James Lacey's family thanks the many 
people who called, mailed, and emailed us 
to express sympathy for om: loss. Many 
sent your own fond memories of] ames and 
described the kind, loving, and happy 
person we know and cherish. You sent us 
beautiful gifts-masses for the repose of 
his soul, flowers, prayers, said Kaddish for 
him, prayed to the four directions, sent 
fragrant sweet grass and medicine from 
Native American tradition, and promises to 
hold us in the Light. You have ministered to 
us in many ways. Our memories of] ames are 
enhanced by your part in his and our lives. 

Margaret, Paul, Mary and Patrick Lacey 
and Tony Bohnert 

Richmond, Ind. 

Still more on Native 
Americans in Florida 

A co-worker and friend was asked to be 
the host to some visiting German 
professionals when they visited our 
headquarters. She gladly agreed to take on 
the assignment and conducted the guests 
around our facilities. One of the guests 
asked about the diversity of our 
organization without being more specific 
in the information he wanted. My friend 
replied that we are a very diverse 
organization in professions, education 
levels, and cultures. As an example, she 
was in accounting with a limited college 
education and was an American Indian 
and member of the Mohawk Nation. One 
of the guests spoke up immediately and 
with authority that this was a lie, for it was 
well known and even published in his 
nation's textbooks that all American 
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Indians had been exterminated. She could 
not be an American Indian. To this my 
friend replied that "we learned a long time 
ago to be cautious about believing 
anything the white man puts on paper." 

Yes, 95 percent of the Indians of the 
Americas were wiped our, but, in response 
to several recent letters in Forum (the 
latest in July), I tend to believe the Indians 
about their survival. 

Peter B. Bunting 
Jackson, Calif. 

Congratulations to F] for 
the June special issue 

I deeply appreciate your latest success, 
the June issue on Marriage, Gender, and 
Relationships. I was so excited by what I 
read, in article after article, that I read 
some of them aloud to the three Friends I 
was traveling with. I'd like to give copies of 
the issue to friends, as well as to my children. 
I love the breadth of what you have included, 
and I think the first article, "Building the 
Marriage Sanctuary" by Ron McDonald, 
is really masterful, deep, thorough, and 
inspiring. And as always, the images/ 
design/visual aspect is beautiful. 

I also really liked the Vr.ewpoint by Newton 
Garver-very useful distinctions, to my 
way of thinking. 

Caroline Balderston Parry 
Ottawa, Canada 

Touching and inspiring 
subjects 

The June F] contained several articles 
that have meant a lot to me. I live in an area 
oflimited Friends meetings and depend on 
the JOURNAL for Friendly inspiration. 

"Two Moms are Better Than One" by 
Christina Huether-Burns was filled with love 
and humor. Oh that we all could find those 
two qualities instead of a victim mentality. 
Best wishes to her in her college years. 

Chloe Schwenke's "Transitioning in the 
Light" was touching in its subject and its 
tribute to the Adelphi meeting and, of 
course, to Chloe's family. I hope all that 
read it send prayers of inspiration and love 
to Chloe and her family. 

I was touched by Annika Fjelstad's 
article on her marriage and the challenges 
and joys that same-sex relationships present. 
One reason that I remain a Friend in spite 
of not being able to attend meeting is the 
support that I remember and the support 
that I read about in the above articles. 

Steve Chase's "Homosexuality and the 
Bible" was both scholarly and inspired. I 

would hope that those who condemn 
lifestyles other than their own would think 
again and offer love and acceptance 
instead of condemnation. 

Thank you once again for an inspiring 
publication. 

Sandra Ilardi 
Leesburg, Fla. 

Legal recognition of 
marnages 

I thank Eleanor Harris and George Owen 
for sharing the story of their marriage 
("One Marriage, Three Weddings," F] 
June). It was beautifully told, and very 
inspiring. I write to respond to one issue 
raised in their article. Currently in the 
U.S., marriages performed by Friends 
meetings are recognized by the state as 
civil (i.e., legal) marriages. Eleanor and 
George ask us to imagine a true separation 
of church and state, in which the only 
legal civil marriage is one performed by 
the state. As they suggest, such a situation 
would free us, as Friends, from being 
agents of the state. 

However, their hope that such a situation 
would benefit the cause of equality in 
.marriage (e.g., marriage of same-sex 
couples) is less certain. There are nations 
that practice this true separation of church 
and state. One example is France, in which 
the state recognizes only marriages performed 
by the state. In France, the state has no 
role in marriages performed by religious 
institutions, and does not recognize such 
marriages as having any legal force. The 
state, in this case, is the French nation, not 
smaller political units (e.g., cities). 

Unfortunately, this means that marriage 
by same-sex couples is illegal (i.e., not 
recognized by the state) everywhere. In 
France, these marriages will not gain legal 
recognition until the entire French nation 
agrees to go along with it. Thus, a true 
sepanit ion of church and state may not 
necessarily undermine the state's power to 
discriminate against same-sex marriages. 

Tom Stoffregen 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Prophetic vs. mainstream 
Christianity 

l valued Newton Garver's Viewpoint, "Are 
We Christian?" (F]June). In it, he raised 
several important points about how Quaker 
faith and practice differ profoundly from 
the perspectives of many who profess to be 
Christians today, or who have professed to 

Continued on page 38 
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Bottled water is not a blessing 
ater is life, not a commodity 
in plastic called a blessing. 
North Carolinians and other 

planet residents are challenged to com­
prehend the degree to which we partici­
pate in the destruction of the Earth via 
its drying. How can we, advocates of 
nonviolence, see bottled water in any 
other frame than a justice issue of mon­
umental proportions? Are we experienc­
ing "drought" or a series of great "water 
extractions" or both? 

In his article, "The Top Ten Reasons 
(Plus Three) W hy Bottled Water Is a 
Blessing" (Fj July), Chuck Fager stated 
that he is "not dear how or why the an­
ti-bottled water crusaders selected BW 
as the symbol for water problems." We 
challenge him to read the resources of­
fered and rethink how convenience and 
profit play a role in crisis making via 
water extraction and/or water mining. 
Advertisements, such as you find at 
<www.glaswater.com>, might insult your 
municipality: "Next to alcoholic bever­
ages, bottled water is the most popular 
beverage in the world. . .. Every year 
production, value of production and 
consumption worldwide goes up by fan­
tastic leaps and bounds with no end in 
sight. Tap water quality is declining at a 
rapid pace. As governments struggle to 
provide even the most bare minimum 
quality standards of water to their citi­
zens, there is an ever-growing demand 
for alternative drinking water sources. 
Is your company positioned to take ad­
vantage of these worldwide needs? " 

When humans are persuaded to pur­
chase for convenience, not necessity, aren't 
we creating our own emergency? Gavin 
Newsom, mayor ofSan Francisco, dis­
covered that his city would save 
$500,000 a year if it discontinued bottled 
water contracts. As Newsom summed up: 
"The fact is, our tap water is more highly 
regulated than what's in the bottle .... 
We should not be consumed with the 
disposal of billions of pounds of plastic 
water bottles each year. Instead, we 
should be providing city employees and 
residents access to quality drinking wa­
ter, regardless of their means" (Tara Lo­
han, ed., Water Comciousness, p. 69). 

Kelle Louaillier, executive director of 
Corporate Accountability International, 
described bottled water as a "boutique 
industry" that has grown "into a $100-
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billion international juggernaut that is threat­
ening public control over humanity's most 
vital resource. As in much of the industrial­
ized world, strong public water systems have 
been a cornerstone of national prosperity in 
the United States. These systems have gen­
erally been managed by local governments 
that are accountable to the public through 
the democratic process . .. assuring access 
to safe and healthy drinking water for almost 
all Americans regardless of their means." 
Louaillier continued, "It was unthinkable 
just three decades ago that a person would 
pay $1.50 for what they could have free at a 
water fountain or for virtually nothing at 
the tap. Drinking water was, simply, a pub­
lic trust and a basic human right" (Louail­
lier, in Water Consciousness, pp. 59-60). 

The following myths are shared from 
Water Comciousness, which contains essays 
from Bill McKibben, Vandana Shiva, Maude 
Barlow, Tony Clarke, Wenonah Hauter, and 
others. The "Top Five Myths about Bot­
tled Water": 
• Boitled water is cleaner and saftr than tap 
water. (The Food and Drug Administration 
regulates 30 to 40 percent of bottled water 
sold across state lines. Plastic bottles can 
leach chemicals into the water. A 1999 survey 
of more than 1,000 spring and publicly 
sourced bottled water brands found that some 
violated state standards on bacterial con­
tamination, and others were found to con­
tain harmful chemicals such as arsenic.) 
• Bottled water is inexpemive. (Bottled water 
costs hundreds or thousands of times more 
than tap water.) 
• Bottled water tastes better. (A November 
2007 poll by CBS News in Chicago found 
that two-thirds of the participants preferred 
tap to the bottled brand names or couldn't 
tell which was which.) 
• Bottling plants are beneficial. (Ground­
water levels have dropped by as much as 40 
feet in Mehdiganj, India, home to a Coca­
Cola bottling facility.) 
• Bottled water doesn't negatively impact the 
environment. (U.S. plastic bottle production 
requires more than 17 million barrels of oil, 
enough to fuel 1 million cars. About 86 per­
cent of the empty plastic water bottles in the 
United States are not recycled.) 

· Many of us were unaware of the very se­
rious problems created by the bottled water 
industry until we studied the Water Justice 
Curriculum published by the Women's In­
ternational League for Peace and Freedom. 
Until then, we hadn't read Maude Barlow, 

author of Blue Covenant and Blue Gold, 
or Water Comciousness. Others of us have 
since read Mirage: Florida and the Vanish­
ing Water in the U.S., authored by Cyn­
thia Barnett, and other well-researched 
articles. We now know that the Earth is 
drying up, hastened by the use of bottled 
water by consumers who misguidedly 
think that they are making healthy choic­
es and doing something good for the plan­
et. Bottle production, competition for 
water, and the extraction of water, par­
ticularly by corporations, have resulted in 
violent conflicts, disease, and death. In 
fact, bottled water is a significant contri­
bution to worldwide water problems and 
injustice. Instead of using bottled water 
only during emergencies, we're wasting our 
emergency water supply, which is an un­
known quantity. In "Democracy's Failing 
Light," Arundhaci Roy expresses succinct­
ly: "What good will forest rights be when 
there are no forests? What good will the 
Right to Information do if there is no 
redress for our grievances? What good 
are rivers without water? What good are 
plains without mountains to water and 
sustain them? It's as though we're hur­
tling down a cliff in a bus without brakes 
and fighting over what songs to sing." 

We encourage everyone who is con­
cerned about water justice and bottled 
water to read the above-mentioned ma­
terials and join us in working to help 
save our water, our lives, and our planet. 

We have learned that the source of 
Laurel Valley Premium Water, the dis­
tributor of the bottled water used by 
Chuck Fager, is artesian spring water 
from a bottling company near Morgan­
ton, N.C. LVP receives berween 975 and 
1,040 five-gallon bottles every other day 
via truck. We suggest that Quaker House 
continue to advertise itself on its 40th 
anniversary by more positive means, 
such as the sale of the book Yes to the 
Troops-No to the Wars, the launch of 
the new Quaker House hotline number 
for increasing counseling to service mem­
bers, and the new "Torture: Account­
ability Today Stops Torture Tomorrow" 
bumper stickers. 

Lib Hutchby 

Lib Hutchby is a member of the Triangle 
Chapter oJWomen's International League 
for Peace and Freedom. She lives in Cary, 
NC. 

5 



\..oncernea aoout 11 · ~11 • ana1or 

Palestine? Perha s We Are 

Part of 
by Lindsey Fielder Cook 

n October 2008, I traveled to the 
West Bank on behalf of Friends 
World Committee for Consulta­
tion-Europe and Middle East Sec­
tion (FWCC-EMES) to review the 

Quaker-sponsored Amari Play Center 
in Amari Refugee Camp. I have since 
written the review. But when the secre­
tary ofFWCC-EMES asked me to write 

:S a personal reflection of my 
~ visit, I wondered if this 

....!. would be much harder to ... . S compose. I would struggle 
b to share what I had experi­
~ enced: inspiration and fear. 
~ The inspiration is easier 
~ to discuss, and it is the very 
~ project I was sent to review. 
i: What I found was a project 
~ that has, for the last 35 
~ years, touched the lives of 

.S children and reached the 
~ 
~ poorest of the poor. It has 
~ stood as a bridge of com-

Lindsey Fielder Cook is a US. Friend and a 
member of German Yearly Meeting. She cur­
rently lives in Bonn, Germany, and is mar­
ried to a British citizen. Following university, 
she worked as an intern at Quaker United 
Nations Office (QUNO) and then as a teach­
er for Friends Girls School in Ramallah. This 
led to humanitarian work with various Unit­
ed Nations agencies in the West Bank, Gaza, 
Somalia, and the former Yugoslavia. She now 
combines parenting with writing and comul­
tancy work, and serves on the Quaker United 
Nations Committee (QUNC-NY) as the 
FWCC Representative for Europe and the 
Middle East. This article, which was first 
published in the 2/20/09 issue ojThe Friend 
(UK), and appears here with some reworking, 
is reprinted with permission. 
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passion, a play center with a Christian 
identity serving a Muslim community. 
For 35 years, Quakers worldwide and in 
Ramallah have supported it. My job as 
a reviewer was to make recommenda­
tions for its future, and that task is fin­
ished. As a Quaker, though, I went 
home and reviewed our personal financ­
es to see how I could help. 

The fear was that, after two weeks in 
the West Bank, I "smelled blood." I 
couldn't wait to board a plane and leave. 

I'm not exactly new to the region or 
the conflict. I spent two years teaching 
at Friends Girls School in Ramallah 
during the first Palestinian intifada, a 
year with the United Nations Refugee 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) mediat­
ing between Palestinian refugees and 
the Israeli Defence Force (IDF) during 
the thick of that intifada, and two years 
with the UN in Gaza helping to imple­
ment the Oslo Peace Accords. I was shot 
by the IDF, held as a protection shield 
by terrified Palestinians, and saw cruel­
ty, abuse of power, and hope. I had nev­
er, though, "smelled blood" in Israel 

and Palestine. I had experienced this 
sensation only once before in my life, in 
the former Yugoslavia in 1992, when 
my UN Human Rights team and I were 
investigating mass graves. 

But I had been away from Israel and 
Palestine for 11 years. 

When I first lived in the West Bank, 
in 1987, the Israeli Occupation was felt 
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nor as oovtous. 1"'. tourtst would not ltke­
ly notice that different people were giv­
en different-colored license plates and 
identity cards depending on whether 
they were an Israeli citizen or an occu­
pied Muslim or Christian Arab. A tour­
ist would not understand how the laws 
protected one but not the other. A tour­
ist was unlikely to explore the occupied 
territories and see the refugee camps 
with their open sewers and the ever­
growing modern Israeli settlements on 
hilltops above. They would not know 
that Palestinian schools and universities 
were often closed by Israeli military or­
der, or that the demolished house on the 
roadside lacked a building permit that 
Israeli authorities refused to give any­
way. In those days, ~he experience of liv-

Above: Palescinian girls 
Lefc: a 400,000-person Israeli 
secdemenc on a hill in the 
WescBank 
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class human bemg, a non-citizen, m a 
life lacking all the legal assumptions 
you and I take for granted. When giv­
ing talks about the region, I used to de­
scribe the occupied Palestinian experi­
ence by grinding my finger into the 
earth and saying, "The Palestinian is 
under that finger." 

Some things changed in the mid-
1990s. There was hope for a peace pro­
cess, but there were also expanding Is­
raeli settlements, suicide bombs, and a 
rise in the use of border closures. I lived 
in Gaza then, and one could keep quite 
busy analyzing the ever-increasing Is­
raeli restrictions on goods and people 
moving in and out of Gaza. We had a 
whole UN office analyzing just that. 

Last October, though, I returned to a 
region that, in my eyes, could 
be defined by two words: sepa­
ration and denial. In these I 
saw the unsustainable, and I 
smelled blood. 

The separation is now very 
physical. For example, a tour­
ist can fly into a beautiful new 
(to me) airport from which 
West Bank and Gazan Pales­
tinians are simply banned. 
Down the road to the south is 
Gaza, one of the most densely 

sealed ott trom the rest ot the world. -lo 
the east is Jerusalem, but tourists should 
not stray too far east or they will hit the 
massive concrete Israeli wall. It rips 
through the soil over which everyone is 
supposedly fighting, often ignoring the 
traditional Green Line border, cutting 

There is no one here 
who can predict the 
victims of the future. 
We need to demand 
a world in which 

such injustice, for 
any human being, 
is unacceptable. 

right through Palestinian towns and 
villages, and claiming prime farm land 
and aquifers. With the Wall comes a 
whole new infrastructure of separation, 
and with the separation, a denial of the 
other's needs. The Israelis have built 
new roads crisscrossing the West Bank 
to bypass Palestinian areas as if these 
people didn't exist. In turn, Palestin­
ians in Zone A-Palestinian Authority 
(PA) controlled-have built their own 
roads to reconnect villages and towns. 
It is illegal under Israeli law for an Is­
raeli citizen to visit a PA-controlled ar-
ea, though the IDF still enters these ar-
eas at will. But the occupation remains. 
Israel controls all the borders of the 
West Bank and Gaza, and much of the 
land in the West Bank. There are areas 
of Palestinian self-administration in 
the West Bank, but the Palestinian 
economy is seriously depressed by bor­
der restrictions and is upheld by donor 
aid. The situation in Gaza, even before ~ 
the recent bombings, was considered ~ 
an ongoing humanitarian crisis. -~ 

~ Jerusalem once felt alive and com- ~ 
plex, but now it seemed to me surreal, -~ 
,sterile, and segregated. West Bankers :c 
need a permit simply to enter Israel, "!. 
and as permits are hard to obtain, most ~ 
West Bank Palestinians have not been ~ 
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es out of the West Bank, throwing i~­
habitants into the bizarre situation of 
now being "in Israel" but without the 
"right" to be there. They are told that 
they can stay in their homes but not 
leave their villages. There is also an Is­
raeli "center of life" law that affects Ar-

abs from East Jerusalem. If you leave Je­
rusalel!l and temporarily move else­
where, Israeli authorities state that your 
"center of life" is elsewhere, and confis­
cate your identity card. You no longer 
have a right to live in Jerusalem. This 
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Politicians have shifted their focus to 
Hamas, but Hamas is a symptom of a 
disease. If struck down, another-per­
haps more lethal-symptom will evolve, 
especially with the rising hopelessness 
and poverty. Treat the disease if you 
want to de-radicalize the symptom. The 
disease is the occupation and its institu­
tionalized inequality. 

Two months after my trip, I sat before 
my television set and watched, dumb­
struck, the Israeli bombardment of Ga­
za in response to Hamas-fired rockets. 
Many people worldwide protested 
against the Israeli approach to halting 
Hamas rockets, but an unprecedented 
number of Israelis supported it. Against 
the international protests, Israelis felt 
even more isolated, misunderstood, and 
committed to their position. Among 
Palestinians, the bombings increased al­
ready unprecedented levels of poverty, 
anger, and hopelessness. This is a very 
dangerous combination. The level of vi­
olence we are seeing, whether through 
placing a population under long-term 
siege or through heavy bombardment 
despite the high rates of civilian deaths, 
implies to me an increased dehuman­
ization of the "other." I fear the violence 
could get much worse, yet I feel useless. 

What am I doing so .ineffectively? 
Am I part of the problem? 
Let me explain. I am outraged by 

what I see and have seen. But I am also 
haunted by the polarization that I have 
experienced within groups of" concerned 
outsiders." How many of you have been 
asked, ''Are you pro-Palestinian or pro­
Israeli?" How many demonstrations do 
you see with nationalist flags or demands 
specifically for one group of people? 
How many times have you described 
the horrors you have seen, only to watch 
the other person's eyes glaze over? Con­
cerned outsiders often appear to take 
sides quickly, and fail to seek a language 
that moves beyond polarization. 

When I use the term concerned out­
sider, I refer to someone like me who 
has no tribal links to the Israeli/Pales­
tinian conflict. We are deeply concerned 
about the conflict but our reasons for 
concern may differ widely. Some of us, 
like myself, are horrified by the present 
oppression and injustice, so we identify 
with the Palestinians and often dismiss 
Israeli fears. Others are concerned, but 
silence our own criticism of the Israeli 
occupation in the name of past oppres-

Continued on page 35 
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Meeting the Seventh-da 
by Kim L. Ranger 

ive years ago, a spiritual 
friend and I visited a couple 
of Seventh-day Adventist 
(SDA) churches, where Ad­
ventism piqued my curiosity. 

As a Friend, I knew that the quiet form 
of worship didn't meet all of my spiri­
tual needs. I had been a seeker all my 
life, open to other traditions. As a lib­
eral Quaker, I was initially appalled by 
my continuing attraction to the funda­
mentalist and evangelical Adventism, 
but eventually I realized that this was a 
call from God to open up to a different 
way of believing, worshiping, and liv­
ing. I began to read about Adventism, 
study the Bible, participate in Sapbath 
School each week, and occasionally at­
tend the services for worship. 

Feeling the need to be more 
grounded with Friends, I became 
recorded as a Minister of Ecu­
menism in my monthly meet- ..­
ing. I hoped that this would give the 
Adventists an indication that I was there 
to learn from and with them but wasn't 
looking for a new church-there had 
been other ministers who had done the 
same from time to time and I was fol­
lowing their precedent. As a part of this 
ministry, I also studied the history and 
practice of Friends, and my study con­
tinues. I feel I.have just begun to under­
stand our tradition. 

Before my study with the Adventists, 
I had considered myself to be a nonthe­
ist who believed that "God" was the 
same as "the univetse." During my time 
in the SDA Church, I went through an 
overwhelming conversion. God spoke 
to my heart, asking, "Why do you deny 
me ?" After that, whenever I began to 
doubt God's being, I wondered how else 
God could speak, if not as a being. As I 
learned the new language of Advent­
ism-and also of Christianity in gener-

Kim L. Ranger, a member of Grand Rapids 
(Mich.} Meeting, recently completed a two­
year sojourn with Seventh-day Advetztists. She 
is a senior librarian of Arts and Humanities 
at Grand Valley State University. 

FRIENDS JouRNAL September 2009 

al-I came to call myself Christian, al­
though reluctantly at times. I had been 
opposed to identifying myself this way; 

· yet, as I studied, I began to understand 
better how the Religious Society of 
Friends was part of the Christian body. 
I began seeking to follow the radical ex­
ample of]esus, the epitome of living out 
"that of God within," while acknowl­
edging the powerful examples from 
other faiths as well. 

I began to observe the Sabbath in the 
ways the Adventists do. It took a while, 
but gradually it began to feel more nat­
ural. It restored my soul, even though I 
didn't believe its observance to be a sign 
identifying the "remnant" who will be 
resurrected in the second coming. 

Adventist observance differs around 
the world, yet there are universal funda­
mentals. The Sabbath is a day to be set 
aside for God-this might include read­
ing and studying the Bible or other spir­
itual writings, praying, spending the 
day ministering to others (outreach or 
evangelizing), and celebrating the natu­
ral world. It is essential to rest, to wor­
ship communally, to spend the day with 
family or church members, and not to 
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work for payment (unless one is em­
ployed as a pastor, or in the medical 
field and one is called in for an emer­
gency). ~t is also essential to avoid em­
ploying other people to work on this 
day-one should not purchase any 
goods or services. The Sabbath begins 
at sundown on Friday and ends on Sat­
urday at sunset. 

I missed going to concertS and eating 
out in restaurants, but my friends and 
family were accommodating. I had to 
scramble to get all of my errands and 
chores done on other days, but I felt re­
newed after a day devoted to spiritual 
matters, contemplative walks, and rest. 

I still needed meeting for worship in 
the manner of Friends, so Seventh Day 
(Saturday) did not supplant First Day 
(Sunday) for attending church. But Sat­
urday did become my principal day for 
resting, studying, and not doing any 
type of work for my employer. This was 
how I respected the traditions of both 
churches and my own biorhythms. 
Though I thought about (even agonized 
over) the arguments I read on which 
day the Sabbath should be, in the end it 
came down to that which brought me 
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the most peace. Devot­
ing a day to rest and spir­
itual reading after the 
work-week was refresh­
ing. It reminded me to 
live the commandments, 
to "love God" and "love 
thy neighbor as thyself" 
The Friends' Ministry 
and Counsel Commit­
tee (now Ministry and 
Nurture) encouraged me 
to follow my leading and 
to find the right balance 
for myself 

I was able to articulate a thought that 
I had long felt: Friends meeting was 
hard work! It required an opening of 
oneself to the Spirit in the presence of 
others. It required patience and persis­
tence. It took fortitude to test and fol­
low the leadings of the Spirit. While at­
tending Adventist Sabbath School and 
worship services took its own kind of 
hard work and courage, somehow it also 
seemed easier and more manageable. 

he commonalities I found 
with Adventists that made it 
easy for me to worship in har­
mony with them included the 
fact that truth, integrity, sim­

plicity, and racial equality were held to 
be vital, and all people were to be treat­
ed with respect; an emphasis on a unity 
that still allowed for diversity-without 
uniformity-because individuals main­
tained their own relationship with God; 
the belief that each person could access 
God directly, without the need for in­
termediaries; and a belief in peace (al­
though formerly conscientious objec­
tors, Adventists now referred to them­
selves as "non-combatants" and would 
serve in the military as part of a medical 
corps while refusing to carry arms). 

T he challenge I faced in keeping my 
outward life in harmony with my faith 
was figuring out how to speak up about 
our differing beliefs. My own beliefs 
were wildly different from those of the 
Adventists, and I struggled with repre­
senting both my own beliefs and Quak­
er thought and practice without giving 
offense when I did either. Some of the 
conflicting concerns involved a funda­
mentalist reading of the Bible. Adven­
tists believed in a literal six-day Creation, 
the rightness of "Creation Science" and 
a "young Earth" (an Adventist was the 
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major developer of the 
"flood geology" theory), 
evolution as evil, a stan­
dardized system of be­
lief, and the authorita­
tive prophecies of Ellen 
G. White. 

However, the largest 
issue for me was their 
stance on homosexuali­
ty. In the SDA church, 
gays and lesbians who 
were sexually active were 
subject to church disci­
pline, including the po­

tential loss of their membership. Adven­
tists believe that the Bible condemned 
same-sex relationships as sinful perver­
sion. I am a lesbian who believes pas­
sionately in equality for all people. For a 
church that concentrates on love and ra­
cial equality, this seemed backward, and 
I wish that the SDA hierarchy would 
change its point of view on this issue. At 
the same time, I found the Adventist 
churches to be far more integrated ra­
cially than I perceived Friends meetings 
to be, despite the Quaker Testimony on 
Equality-we could learn from them in 
this area. When I read the prophet El­
len G. W hite's writings on race, I saw 
that the words and phrases for homo­
sexuality could easily be substituted. I 
examined the Biblical scriptures myself 
and wrote an essay addressing the SDA 
position, but I shared it with only two 
Adventists. I didn't feel that as an out­
sider I could effect a real change, and I 
did not want to alienate the people with 
whom I was creating a relationship. 

Other difficulties I faced initially 
with Seventh-day Adventism were not 
wearing jewelry, not drinking alcohol, 
the form of worship, and reading the 
Bible. However, the plainness of un­
adornment became normal for me. Now 
I consciously choose whether or not to 
wear jewelry, and I am more careful 
about alcohol. T he music of both Sab­
bath School and worship often moved 
me to tears of joy, and I miss the beauty 
of it. I came to appreciate studying the 
Bible with a small group of people, who 
often surprised me with their intellec­
tual insights. But some of the Adventist 
practices never got easier for me. Sacra­
ments such as baptism and foot-wash­
ing, dressing up for church, and beliefs 
such as employing a paid clergy and al­
l owing only men to be pastors, along 

with many of the other theological posi­
tions, remained troubling to me. 

Nevertheless, I feel that the Adven­
tists were gracious hosts. They were wel­
coming and appreciated my attempts to 
comprehend their faith and practice. 
They tried to teach me, and they prob­
ably desired my conversion but did not 
vocalize it. I was asked to play music for 
several worship services, causing more 
people to recognize and speak to me, 
thus opening additional doors. Joy and 
peace followed a day devoted to seeking 
God within. 

When I entered into a relationship 
with the woman who became my wife, 
I felt less need for the Adventist com­
munity and eventually reported to the 
Friends' Ministry and Counsel Com­
mittee that I felt released from this par­
ticular ministry of ecumenism. 

Now, as time passes, I feel less need 
to observe the Sabbath as a 24-hour pe­
riod of "grace" and try to remain aware 
of the sacred every day. I feel less hesita­
tion about eating out and spending 
money on the Sabbath, and I attend 
professional conferences on Saturdays 
again. With Friends, I dress casually for 
worship, and I can express my political 
and social convictions without worry­
ing about contradicting Quaker views 
and losing their companionship. I re­
joice in being part of a community that 
accepts and celebrates loving same-sex 
relationships. Being able to publicly ex­
press my love for my wife brings a fierce 
joy into my life that wasn't possible in 
the Adventist community. Now I no 
longer experience the heart-wrenching 
loneliness I felt when trying to live by 
SDA rules that didn't come from my ex­
perience of God and Christ. Ultimately, 
it is the early Quaker testimonies that 
sustain me: the Light of Christ within, 
an emphasis on the equality of gender 
and sexual orientation in addition to 
race, simplicity lived out according to 
an individual perception of God's truth, 
the radical devotion to principles of the 
Spirit rather than Old Testament law, 
and the insistence on examining the 
underlying causes of social problems 
and action to solve them at their core. 

T he journey with the Adventists 
helped me to cross many boundaries, in 
positive and healthy ways, resulting in 
much personal growth. Yet we cannot 
minimize the variations between de­
nominations; we must honor the prac-
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not be wlihng to be bap­
tized with water, nor 
would I participate in 
communion, finding these 
antithetical to basic Quak­
er practice. 

We can meet each oth­
er within Christianity, or 
across religions, crossing 
borders in order to learn 
about each other without 
violating the integrity of 
any of our practices. Ecu­
menism involves this type 
of learning within Christianity, and it 
includes working together on projects of 
concern to both (or all) groups involved. 
To my regret, I did not find an opening 
for a joint venture between the Adven­
tists and Q uakers-maybe a possibility 
will present itself in the future. The last 
joint venture I found publicly acknowl­
edged was the anti-smoking campaign 
in the 1970s. 

either ecumenism nor inter­
faith dialogue means blend­
ing theology and/ or practice. 
Individuals will find them­
selves changed, but the aim is 

personal spiritual growth, not a merging 
of faiths. The goal is for people to get to 
know each other through intermingling, 
and to appreciate each other's practices, 
not to unify distinct and unique theolo­
gies. While contemporary Friends are 
often willing to visit other Christian 
churches as well as non-Christian reli­
gious congregations, I don't believe that 
Adventists would approve of this prac­
tice for their members. 

The characteristics that outwardly 
define a group as different from the so­
ciety in which they live-clothing, lan­
guage or vocabulary, day of worship, 
simplicity of lifestyle, lack of adorn­
ment, refusal to swear oaths- all con­
tribute to the sense of belonging to that 
group. Generally, the greater the differ­
ences are from society, the stronger the 
commitment is to the group. It is im­
portant to discover where individual 
and collective boundaries lie, and to re­
spect them. 

My experience with the SDA church 
opened my heart, helped me to be more 
adaptable, and provided me community 
when I needed it most. I learned to keep 
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to bring up difficult mat­
ters with more courage. 

The experience also 
brought me a different 
view of marriage, which I 
think prepared me to en­
ter into one. My partner, 
Amy, and I were married 
on July 15, 2007, under 
the care of the Grand 
Rapids Meeting. We mar­
ried legally in California 
on June 30, 2008. 

In the summer of2007, 
George Lakey wrote an article for FG­
Connections called "Connecting through 
Conflict." T he following quotes sum up 
my thoughts: 

The experience of community, it turns out, 
is not primarily about doing, but rather 
about being . .. . Quakers join other mystical 
traditions in knowing that spiritual union 
happens more through listening than talk­
ing, more through experiencing than for­
mulating, more through surrender than 
control. . . . That's what makes conflict 
such a powerful doorway to spiritual 
growth, a place where social science and 

membership m a powertul group that IS 

deeply connected. For many of us it brings 
up our fears and desperate yearning for con­
trol, our wish for a procedural way around a 
confrontation that needs to happen. But if 
you want to grow, stop avoiding conflict 
and start embracing it. 

Primarily I see my time with the Ad­
ventists as one chapter in a continuing 
installment of making myself available 
to God and committing to connection. 
Curiosity led me into conflict, discus­
sions into community, community into 
relationship. While trying to look for 
the sacred in each day of the week, 
sometimes I observe First Day, Seventh 
Day, or part of each day as "set apart 
from the world." It all comes back to lis­
tening for the Spirit and following the 
whisperings I hear in my heart. 

This study with a worship group so 
different from my own certainly led me 
to a different understanding of what it 
means to be a Quaker, and I'm grateful 
I had the opportunity to do so as part 
of a recorded ministry. Now I am glad 
to share the results of my experience 
with others. 0 

AN AMISH BAR RAISING 

The Amish are rebuilding the roof 
of the American Legion bar in my 
small town- abstemious Pacifists 
in contract with beer-loving Warriors. 
This poem is not about difference 
or strange bedfellows. It's about the way 
the Amish carpenters run across 
the roof-in-process astride two joists, 
never stumbling, never colliding. It's about 
the nail gun the Amish use, but only 
to start the nail. Then a sinewy Amish 
forearm finishes the job with a hammer 
and purely natural and godly might. 
It's how a 16-year-old Amish carpenter 
got a bit of a 10-penny nail in his eye 
and one of the Legion faithful rushed the kid 
to his own optometrist to have the already 
rusting nail piece removed. And how the Legion 
cleared the stored liquor from their meeting 
room behind the bar so the kid's father could 
come in and buy the saviors lunch. No, this poem 
is not about antagonists, it's about balance 
and strength. It's about grace. 

Mary Linton 

Mary Linton lives in Fort 
Atkinson, Wis. 
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UIVerSilJ·OC UnllJ 
in the 

Religious Society 
of Friends 

0 
ne of the trickiest tasks before 
the Religious Society of 
Friends today is embracing 
our diversity without losing 
our center, that which defines 

us as a faith. Since the times of the great 
splits in Quakerism, we have not han­
dled this well. The scar tissue is present, 
and in some cases contributes to our 
difficulties today. 

A look at almost any page of George 
Fox's journal shows that our founder 
most definitely saw himself in a person­
al relationship with an Inward Christ, 
and that he had memorized the Bible, 
from which he quoted frequently. It is 
hard to argue anything other than that 
he defined himself as a Christian, which 
is why historians list Quakerism as a 
Christian church. Yet the heart of his 
message- that we could know the 
Truth experientially and personally­
embraces a kind of tolerance that natu­
rally allows for and includes a huge di­
versity of beliefs. 

Among modern day unprogrammed 
Friends, we find those who identify as 
Christ-centered Christians, as God-cen­
tered Christians, as God-centered non­
Christians, as Universalist or humanist 
Friends, or as Buddhists, Jews, and pa­
gans, all of whom find the local Friends 
meeting to be their spiritual home. Most 
Friends meetings welcome and include 
all who come to worship there- cheer­
fully and peacefully, but not without 
tension and conflict. 

Travel among unprogrammed Friends 
and you will quickly find that various 
meetings can become fairly polarized 

Lynn Fitz-Hugh, clerk of Eastside Meeting in 
Bellevue, Wash., is a therapist and a mother. 
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between at least two of the aforemen­
tioned groups. You will also see that 
some people can feel quite threatened 
over whether their brand of Quakerism 
is really welcomed and accepted in meet­
ing and anxious about "those people" 
taking over the meeting and destroying 
that which the individual holds most 
precious and dear. The conflict is often 
especially sharp around language­
whether the God/He, or Goddess/She, 
or God/no-gender pronoun should be 
used, and whether Christ or no Christ 
should be used in spoken messages. 

One can also hear expressed fears that 
we have become so tolerant and accept­
ing of divergent views that we're in dan­
ger of becoming nothing but a group of 
nice, politically progressive people who 
all meet together on Sundays. This espe­
cially can be seen in the contentious dia­
logue about whether sweat lodges should 
be allowed at the Friends General Con­
ference. Is it possible to stretch a reli­
gious view so far that it no longer means 
anything? In 2009, would George Fox 
still express himself in the same way, and 
what would he think about the diversity 
in our midst? This, after all, is a guy who 
went to other people's churches, stood 
up in the pews while the minister was 
speaking, and preached his own Truth 
of the Inner Christ! Talk to anyone who 
has served on a committee to rewrite our 
Faith and Practice, and you will hear 
how hard it is for us to come to consen­
sus on a statement of our beliefs. (Sev­
eral yearly meetings have a Faith and 

Practice more than a dozen years old for 
this very reason, I fear.) 

I can only speak to these questions in 
a personal way. I grew up in one meet­
ing, sojourned among many, and then 
transferred my membership some 12 
years ago to my current meeting. I feel 
that both my meetings have lovingly 
embraced the diversity of beliefs in our 
midst. When I was a child, my parents 
instructed me that Quakerism is a his­
torically Christian religion, and that the 
correct answer to the question of wheth­
er I belonged to a Christian church was 
yes. My father taught me this, and he 
made it very clear that he did not be­
lieve in the divinity of Christ but only 
in the historical Jesus. For him, Jesus 
was as powerful a teacher of nonvio­
lence as his other two cherished heroes, 
Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr. My 
father identified as a Universalist and a 
humanist. I identify as a non-Christian 
Quaker, with a devout belief in God, 
who belongs to a Christian church. This 
may be confusing for some, especially 
non-Friends, but it is not at all confus-
ing to me. 

S 
orne of my closest Quaker 
friends have always identified 
as Christ-centered, and this 
is not troubling to them or 
me. It is not a problem be-

cause, when we speak to each other of 
our spiritual experiences, we find at the 
heart the same relationship to the Di­
vine. In fact, I think when we read the 
great sacred texts of any religion, we can 
feel the experience of the Eternal One 
beneath the surface of the words. I. won­
der if we could learn to listen to each 
other in this way in meeting. If a speak­
er gives a message with different pro-
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nouns or descriptors of God than 
we might use-for example, the 
Christ, He, or the Goddess, She­
could we learn to hear the Eternal 
One beneath those words? 

The balancing act between tol­
erance of other Friends' views and 
the abandonment of the essence of 
Quakerism is the most challeng-

The balancing act 
between tolerance of 
other Friends' views 

and the abandonment 
of the essence 

ing thing before us. It's good that 
Buddhist, Jewish, and pagan indi­
viduals feel they can come and 
worship with us-that our format 
is flexible and accepting enough 
for them t9 find the Truth as they 
know it in the silence. 

However, I do not feel that be-
ing welcome means that one gets to 
change the nature of Quakerism. I do 
not expect that a welcome guest in my 
home may move the furniture around. 
Even though I do not identify as Chris­
tian, I do not get to change Quakerism 
from being a Christian religion, or 
claim to the world that it is a non­
Christian one. I believe that Christ 
and Universalist mysticism were 
both central threads in the spirituality 
and practice of George Fox and early 
Friends. I do not believe that either 
group of current Friends can claim 
they are the only legitimate inheri­
tors or practitioners of Quakerism. 
Both threads are woven throughout 
the history of Friends. 

T
he influence of U.S. liberal­
ism is one of the things that 
contributed to confusion 
among Friends about how to 
respond to our differences. 

For the most part, the U.S. education 
system is based upon liberalism, and 
U.S. social change organizations cer­
tainly are. Liberalism is a way of think­
ing about the rights of individuals, free­
dom of speech and self-expression, 
change, new ideas, tolerance, and 
coalition-building by finding 
common ground and find­
ing value in all experiences. 
When wed to politics, these 
are very positive forces for 
change. These are all very 
valuable ideas, but they are 
not theological ones. Most 
Quakers in the United States 
are liberals in their lives outside of 
meeting, and tend to associate 
liberals. Thus we bring a liberal uu••u"'"' 
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of Quakerism 
is the most 

challenging thing 
before us. 

to meeting when issues of what to include and what 
to exclude from our meetings arise. 

I hope if someone came to meeting and wor­
shiped with us for a while, and one day wanted to 
perform animal sacrifice in the meeting fireplace be­
cause they had found this to be a very meaningful 
spiritual experience in another setting, we would say 
no! That is contrary to the spirit of the Peace Testi­
mony and the practice of silent worship, and we 
would be clear to say no to this. However, many 
Friends associate the posture ofliberalism so closely 
with the spirit of Quakerism that they are left strug­
gling how to say no because to do so is counter to the 
spirit of individualism, tolerance, and coalition­
building that is part of liberalism. 

Unlike other churches, we do not have dogmas 
that claim we must believe this, and if you don't, 

you are not one of us. We have testimonies­
a more softly held set of beliefs. We 

instead say, "This is the Truth as 
we have so far been shown," 
humbly allowing that we may 
be shown new Light, and that 
our understanding of the Truth 
may evolve. I am delighted that 

we hold the Truth in this 
flexible way instead of as 
rigidly chiseled in stone. I 
am aware this makes it 

hard for many Friends to an-
swer the question, "What do 

Quakers believe?" For years, I 
have encouraged other Friends in 
responding to this question to 
answer from the spectrum, and 
then personally; to say, "Some 

Friends believe X (one end of spec­
trum) , other Friends believe Y (oth­

er end of spectrum), and I personally 
believe Z." This speaks to the pow­

er of Quakerism: it is flexible 
and a place for individual en­
counters with the Truth! 

Our testimonies do not de­
fine the boundaries of Quaker­
ism as dogmas do for other 

churches. Because Friends strug­
gle to answer, "What do we be­

lieve?" Friends are often at a 
great loss as to how to re­

spond tO attenders who 
come to us with views or 
practices disparate from 
Quakerism, wishing to 
practice those beliefs 
within our meetings. 

Perhaps we have enough ~ 
clarity to say no to animal ~ 

or other spiritual 
~ 

r.r<lrnrP~ that are clearly foreign a 
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to Quakerism, but practices from the 
non-Quaker world, like voting, con­
ducting a committee following Robert's 
Rules of Order, or simply the secular as­
sumption that our lives are private and 
not the business of our community­
are all things that can creep in below 
the radar of a liberal stance and start to 
change the nature of Quakerism. 

Thus we find ourselves in the very 
strange position of needing to be able to 
say to all in our midst: "You are wel­
come here, the Truth you find is wel­
come, and your expression of it is wei-

Many Friends associate 
the posture of liberalism 

so closely with the 
spirit of Quakerism that 
they are left struggling 

how to say no. 

come, but we will not change our prac­
tice of Quakerism unless our whole 
group is led in discernment to change 
it." Otherwise, any time someone dis­
sented from any belief or practice we 
hold, and it had to be dropped, then in 
fai rly short order we would have no be­
lief or practice at our center at all! (In 
some of our very small meetings and 
worship groups around the country, I 
fear this sort of liberal desire to embrace 
everyone has indeed led to loss of belief 
or practice at the center.) If people are 
attracted to us for the beliefs' and prac­
tices we have, then they need to be will­
ing to either learn and adopt those be­
liefs and practices, or to not adopt them 
but co-exist in a spirit of tolerance and 
forbearance with those aspects with 
which they are not in unity (a posture 
somewhat like "standing aside" in a 
business meeting) . In the end, this 
might be one of the most valuable things 
we have to teach the rest of the world, a 
model for how diversity, tolerance, and 
acceptance can coexist with a centered 
position rooted in Truth. 0 
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CENTERING 
I bow my head in fervent prayer 
for all the people everywhere. 
I stretch myself to greater heights of 
altruism, sacrifice 
by doing good and being nice 
consistently in word and deed. · 

I honor folk of every nation, 
vigil against war and greed 
take thought for the next generation 
recycling cans and saving gas. 
I never swear or smoke or bet 
and smile at every soul I pass, yet 

if I'm embracing honesty 
there's no way I can help but see 
what's prime. 
I'm. 

]anea/ Turnbull RavndtJ 

]aneal Turnbull R4rmtlal lives 
m Yelknu Spri"fl• Ohio. 

BIRTH CELEBRATION 
Quaker child, for whom there is no dew, 
no petal, no unfolding rose, no christening 
with name reminted from a martyr saint, 
no oil of cruciform christmation at the seven 
orbs, the lamps that spirally ascend the tree 
of life within the temple of the body­
Quaker child, I would pity you if you were not 
so blessedly endowed with angel silences. 

Ralph L. Slotten 

Ralph L. Slatten lives in Carlyle, Pa. 

September 2009 FruENDS JouRNAL 



by Stephen Dotson 

O
n April 29 of this year, I was 
blessed to attend the Christian 
Peace Witness for Iraq ( CPWI) 
in Washington, D.C. T he open­

ing convocation at the National Ciry 
Christian Church featured Kathy Kelly, 
who has been to Iraq 24 times as a wit­
ness, and Noah Baker Merrill, a mem­
ber of Putney (Vt.) Meeting and co­
founder of Direct Aid Iraq. Each spoke 
powerfully to those gathered, often 
making clear the stark differences be­
tween the security and comfort here and 
the utter chaos and devastation of daily 
life in Iraq. In spite of the darkness they 
saw, living out their communion with 
God meant witnessing to Life in spite of 
war. In Noah's words, "We must be cap­
tives of Love, instead of death." To ex­
press this point from another perspec­
tive, he told of a Zen master who, when 
given opportunity to read the Bible, re­
sponded to his Christian friend by say­
ing, "None of this makes sense without 
the resurrection of Christ." Noah chal­
lenged us in the audience, saying, "Show 
me the resurrection; show me life tri­
umphing over death." . 

The Christian Peace Witness for Iraq 
describes itself as "an ecumenical, ad hoc 
group of partners who are called and 
committed to raising a Christian voice 
for peace." As it states on its website: 

We can end the war and occupation in Iraq 
responsibly and completely, support an 
Iraqi-led international effort to rebuild Iraq 

Stephen Dotson, a member of Goose Creek 
Meeting in Lincoln, Va., is currently serving 
as young adult leadership development coordi­
nator at Pendle Hill study center in Walling­
ford, Pa. He is involved in Quakers Uniting 
in Publications, Quaker Quest, and World 
Student Christian Federation. 
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Christian Peace Witness for Iraq 

The Risks 
that Faith Asks 
and care for five million Iraqis displaced 
due to the war, support our troops by bring­
ing them home safely and providing for 
their physical, mental and spiritual healing, 
end all use of torture of any person held 
anywhere, promote regional stability 
through diplomacy with Iran and Afghani­
stan, and work for peace and justice in Iraq 
and security and well-being at home. (http: 
I I christianpeacewitness.orgl ourcommitment) 

Throughout the day, the organiza­
tion provided training in direct action, 
legal advice, and talking 
points for peace-related is­
sues present in current 
events. Included concerns 
were torture, the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, the 
Israeli/Palestinian situation, 
the status of Guantanamo 
Bay, and more. During the 
various trainings, some key 

leaders of the organization met with 
staffers in the White House to share 
their concerns. In the evening, the pro­
gram continued, and the audience more 
than doubled in size to hear the encour­
aging words of Tony Campolo, a re­
nowned preacher and scholar of sociol­
ogy and Christianity; Dianna Ortiz, a 
survivor of torture and now prominent 
voice against torture; and various clergy 
from local and distinguished churches. 
The culminating act of the night was a 

march to Lafayette Park 
and on to the gates of the 
White House where various 
acts of witness were planned. 
Though Iraq was the gath­
ering issue, it was clear that 
peace in general was the larg­
er purpose. This event was 
merely one annual action 
of a burgeoning network of 

Photos: Christian Peace Witness 
for Iraq, Washington, D.C. 
April, 2009 
(nset: Kathy Kelly speaks. 
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progressive faith commu­
nities inspired by their re­
lationship with God to 
work for peace and justice. 

Being at the event made 
me ask myself: What have 
I done to truly live out my 
faith? Am I taking the risks 
that faith asks of me? I 
know I sometimes am 
afraid of going it alone­
not simply because of the 
weight of bearing the task 
with only one set of shoul­
ders, but afraid that the 
world will come to iden­
tify me, Stephen, with the 
task. I stop because I 
know myself; I know my 

;::~ ego. I don't need celebrity 
~ or acclaim, and more im-
~ l k .... portant y, it ta es away 
~ from the cause. Standing 
~ in this tension between 

claiming our witness and 
humility, I wonder: Does this tension 
remain when we move together as a 
community? Can I witness personally 
and in pure faith without you holding 
my witness accountable? 

In talking with Noah later, I asked if 
there were any other Quakers consis­
tently involved in CPWI. He smiled 
shyly and said, "Nope, just me." Noa.J:l 
did, however, have a minute in support 
and recognition of his caii to ministry 
from his home meeting, as well as an el­
der present, so in a sense he wasn't alone, 
and he was held accountable. 

A month or so earlier I attended the 
annual meeting of the Peace Alliance, 
whose cause is to establish a Depart­
ment of Peace in the U.S. government. 
There, as well, I found only a few 
Friends were involved-Lynn McMul­
len and Anne Creter, most actively­
very few Quaker witnesses to a cause 
that appears distinctly in line with the 
Peace Testimony. In my own life, I ex­
perienced a similar trend working with 
the World Student Christian Federation 
(the oldest global student and youth 
movement witnessing ecumenically for 
social justice and peace). I was the only 
Quaker there. Why are so few Friends 
involved in these causes? 

Noah and I explored this question 
and came up with a framework compar­
ing personal witness to institutional 
witness. The concern we generated is 
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that we, as Quakers, assign our personal 
responsibility to institutions and to 
structures that exist to interact within 
the means of the world to make change, 
but these means are vulnerable to the 
ways of the world. With the serious 
downturn of the economy this past year, 
we can plainly see how insecure they 
are, and how deeply this affects us. At 
this point, American Friends Service 
Committee (one of the "partners" listed 
as supporting CPWI), Friends Com­
mittee on National Legislation, and 
many of our yearly meetings and Quak­
er institutions are in deep financial 
trouble. We all know how constrained 
our institutions are by the world of 
money, the world of Mammon; but 
what we still possess is the ability to 
make personal investments. Even when 
we don't have money, or even jobs, we 
do have time and an opportunity to have 
greater faith. 

And while you and I should consider 
more personal investment, this is not to 
say there is not a balance to be struck. 
In the words Steve Cary offered to the 
final session of Philadelphia Yearly Meet­
ing in March 1979, I found this advice: 

How far should I go in making my witness? 
The answer is just so far as I can continue to 
feel the humanness of my adversary and ex­
ercise toward him the same loving compas­
sion and understanding that I want for my­
self It is a spirit that limits, just as at the 

same time it is a spirit that compels, that 
turns back our timidity, that says "take a 
stand" when others say "wait, let's be care­
ful, all the evidence isn't in." 

What am I risking? How am I di­
rectly feeling the humanity of both 
those I strive to serve and those I strive 
against? Does the degree of my organi­
zational witness enhance this or take 
away from it? 

The message I heard at the event is 
that the ability to make another kind of 
investment-in the people around us, 
in the needs we see and feel before us­
is a secure investment that continues to 
pay off in spiritual dividends and per­
sonal transformation. For Noah, his 
journey brought him to work with the 
people of Iraq, and he was transformed. 
As I walked away from my conversation 
with him, I felt my mind had been 
opened to the true connection between 
the risks of personal investment and the 

·rewards of personal transformation. 
Writing a check to (insert your Quaker 
institution here) does not transform our 
lives. That kind of distanced contribu­
tion leaves us, as individuals, still in the 
security and comfort of being of the 
world but not in the world. As Friends, 
we cannot allow ourselves to feel faith­
ful simply by standing behind institu­
tions that were started by Friends. We 
can show faith in them, but they do not 
exist as testaments to our personal Faith. 
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We are called, continuously, to be a "pe­
culiar people" as we once were known; 
to be in the world but not of the world. 
That, to me, seems the logical result 
when we are fulfilling the task present­
ed by George Fox: 

Be patterns, be examples in all countries, 
places, islands, nations wherever you come; 
that your carriage and life may preach 
among all sorts of people, and to them; 
then you will come to walk cheerfully over 
the world, answering that of God in every­
one; whereby in them you may be a bless­
ing, and make the witness of God in them 
to bless you. 

To travel in that broader world, I of­
fer that we must learn new languages, 
and learn to translate. Noah learned a 
new language while witnessing in his 
journey over the world, a language dif­
ferent from that of the FGC-styled 
Quakerism he grew up in. I do not 
mean Iraqi-Arabic; I mean the language 
of social justice and liberation theology 
that is spoken in these broad ecumeni-

cal Christian circles. T his was a com­
mon theme in the CPWI gathering: the 
challenge and reward of translation­
the need to make oneself vulnerable by 
risking, trying new things, and stepping 
outside of comfort. 

As an example of this, Tony Campo­
to spoke to his experience of being white 
and Italian in an African American 
church in West Philadelphia. He talked 
about how his congregation communi-
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cared directly with the preachers in 
front of them while they brought their 
messages, and how he learned to love 
this style. He also provided a more 
mainstream, Protestant Christian phras­
ing ofNoah's statement: "Be captives of 
Love instead of death," based on the 
Easter story. "It's Friday night," he said, 
".But we know that Sunday's coming!" 

Not all Quakers identify with Chris­
tianity, but I would argue that as a tra­
dition sprung forth from the Christian 
Gospel, and as people living in a coun­
try so deeply formed and influenced by 
Christianity, we risk "reinventing the 
wheel" and duplicating efforts if we do 
not learn the language 
used by groups who share 
our concerns, and who tap 
the same divine root to 
find reason for those con­
cerns. And if Friends are 
interested in having heat­
ed conversations over the­
ology, why just have those 

arguments among the different Quaker 
branches? We can argue with non­
Quakers! Who knows, we may even 
come to see intra-Quaker differences in 
a new perspective when dwarfed by the 
broad denominational differences that 
exist in the wider world. At the very 
least, working in this broader context 
we would be a lot more effective in pur­
suing our shared values of peace and 
justice, and better prepared to handle 

the challenges of true diversity. And we 
do desire diversity, don't we? 

This event shook me in many ways-
by what it was, but also what it wasn't; 
by who was there and (surprisingly) who 
wasn't; by the things spoken and, more 
importantly, how they were said. The 
speakers reinforced in me the truth that 
we cannot know and serve God fully 
until we have come to fully identify with 
the poor, the downtrodden, and the op­
pressed. And we can't do that while re­
maining in our insular communities 
with our sense of security, since those 
we hope to help are abiding in insecuri-
ty of one kind or another. Let us pray 

that our faith tradition 
is not a safe one, that 
our witness (if proper-
ly held) transforms the 
world as well as our 
very lives, and that we 
abide in the larger cir­
cles where the Spirit is ~ 
at work, regardless of ~ 
the names and clothes ·f 
Spirit wears. V"J 

~ 
Here are some que- ~ 

ries concerning our wit- -.S­
ness to our poor, op- ~ 

pressed, and war-torn ~ 
brothers and sisters, 

adapted from the first chapter of Kahlil 
Gibran's The Prophet (though I like to 
consider it a brief translation of Christ's 
Sermon on the Mount): 

Shall my heart become a tree heavy­
laden with fruit that I may gather and 
give unto them? 

And shall my desires flow like a 
fountain that I may fill their cups? 

Am I a harp that the hand of the 
mighty may touch me, or a flute that 
his breath may pass through me? 

A seeker of silences am /, and what 
treasure have I found in silences that I 
may dispense with confidence? 

If this is my day of harvest, in what 
fields have I sowed the seed, and in 
what unremembered seasons? 

0 
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LEARNING TO LOVE 

Pau!Wol vwitz 
by Debby Churchman 

y activities that 
Sunday morning 

were supposed to 
be Christmasy and 
result in life acru­

ally improving in some small way for 
2,000 people. Instead, I was staring at 
Paul Wolfowitz and tripping over my 
own-urn-let's be kind and call it 
ambivalence. Doesn't that sound nicer 
than hypocrisy? 

I was standing in the middle of the 
Friends Meeting of Washington's base­
ment, trying to direct the Shoebox Proj­
ect. Every year,_ our meeting organizes 
this activity, the object of which is to 
fill, wrap, and donate a shoebox full of 
goodies to each of 2,000 homeless 
people in Washington, D.C. The proj­
ect is funded by donations from World 
Bank employees. 

My job at this event is to stand in the 
middle of the room and unsnarl snarls: 
figure out what's slowing down the line, 
what needs to be prepared for the next 
step, and whether we have too many or 
too few people wrapping, packing, or 
folding T-shirts, bandanas, and socks. 
We pack the children's boxes first, with 
their books and games; women's boxes 
next, with the smaller gloves and hats; 
and men's boxes last. I have to keep an 
eye on which supplies are getting to the 
tables and into the boxes, and when 
we're close to completing each segment. 
This sounds hard, but the whole thing 
runs pretty much like an anthill-most 
people figure out which job they feel 
like doing and just pitch in. Usually, 
someone brings a boom box and we lis­
ten to Christmas carols. People chatter 
cheerfully. Everyone is beaming with 

Debby Churchman is a member of Friends 
Meeting of Washington, D.C., where this in­
cident took place. 
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generosity. Isn't this what Christmas is 
supposed to be about, pretty much? 

During December 2006, in the mid­
dle of all this, I noticed a fellow in the 
room who looked an awful lot like Paul 
Wolfowitz. At this point, Wolfowitz was 
head of the World Bank, the organiza­
tion whose employees donate all the 
funds for our project. But he's better 
known as one of the chief architects of 
the war against Iraq-a war he began 
advocating in 1977. This was his vision. 

And what a vision it's been! 
Okay, I'm now standing in the mid­

dle of my nice Quaker meeting, looking 
at one of the major architects of a war 
that, at that point, .had cost (according 
to a highly respected study by Johns 
Hopkins University) roughly 650,000 
Iraqi lives and displaced millions more­
as well as costing (at that point) the lives 
of 3,000 U.S. soldiers and the wound­
ing of (depending on whom you believe) 
between 20,000 and 200,000 more. 

What would you do? 
I turned to the closest friend I could 

find. This happened to be J.E. McNeil, 
who is a wonderful Quaker, but not 
a gentle one. I said, "That looks like 
Paul Wolfowitz." 

She said, "That is Paul Wolfowitz." 
I said-and I want to get the quote 

here exactly, so you can understand my 
meaning-"Ack!" 

She took me by the shoulders, put· 
her face about two inches away from 
mine, and said, "There is that of God in 
everyone, Debby." 

I paused to consider this. I said, 
"What?" 

She repeated the phrase. I tried to 
figure our what difference that made. I 
was looking at a fellow who had spent 
30 years deliberately planning and 
pushing our country into a war that has 
killed more than half a million people. 

& OTHER 
IMPOSSIBLE 

TASKS 

What could she possibly mean? I said, 
"Is this some kind of test?" 

"Yes," she said. 
I thought about telling her I'd take 

the F. 
I considered my options. I reviewed 

(a) walking out, (b) telling him off, (c) 
trying to get a group of Friends together 
to tell him off, (d) asking him to leave, 
and (e) ignoring him. Option A-walk­
ing our-meant that Paul Wolfowitz 
would have forced me out of my own 
meeting. Nope, couldn't do it. The op-

. tions for telling him off felt vindictive 
and not well-seasoned. They might have 
been a good idea, but I would have had 
to think and pray through them a lot 
more. Option E-ignoring him­
looked like the best I could do at the 
moment. Besides, I had work to do. I 
went back to unsnarling snarls (except 
my own, obviously) and studiously ig­
nored him. 

After another hour of this- during 
which, I have to say, Paul Wolfowitz 
worked like a dog-it was time to switch 
from packing the women's boxes to 
packing the men's. At this point, the 
packing line stopped and we spent five 
frantic minutes clearing the tables and 
bringing the men's stuff out from the 
storage room. I whirled around, looking 
for folks to help haul. There, right in 
front of me-unavoidably, totally in 
front of me-was Paul Wolfowitz. I 
said, "We need help back there," and 
pointed. He said, "Okay," and followed 
me back. 

I was now alone with Paul Wolfowitz 
in the storage room of my Quaker meet­
ing. I thought thoughts. A lot of them. I 
rejected all but the last one, which was 
to point to a rather heavy box of men's 
hats and say, "That needs to go out to 
the table." I immediately felt bad be­
cause he had splints on his wrists for 
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one to help:· 
"No!" he said (Macho pig, I thought), 

and picked it up, tottering under the 
weight. He walked out. 

I had just told Paul Wolfowitz what 
to do and where to go. Does it get any 
better than this? 

I told this story to a number of peo­
ple and was interested in their reactions. 
Many friends and acquaintances had 
numerous suggestions as to exactly what 
I should have said to this man. Friends 
at the Simplicity Group at our meeting, 
on the other hand, were not amused. 
"That sounds mean, Debby," they said 
when I told them what I'd done. 

"Mean? I'm the one who sounds 
mean?" I responded, defensive and furi­
ous. "This guy is responsible for the war 
in Iraq, and you're calling me mean? 
What was he doing there, anyway?" I 
asked, warming to my topic. "Why was 
he let in?" 

The group jumped all over me. "Are 
you saying that we should keep people 
from working for the homeless be­
cause we don't like their foreign poli­
cy?" they asked. 

"He's using us," I said. "He probably 
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go commit havoc and mayhem all over 
the planet for the rest of the week with 
clean hands. We're giving him cover." 

"So we should stop people like him 
from volunteering for the homeless?" 
they pressed. 

This discussion was not going welL I 
changed the topic. 

I was still growling the next week at 
a dinner party organized by my friend 
Nancy. I railed and railed against this 
man. One of the guests tried to weaken 
my argument by telling me, "Oh, come 
on, Wolfowitz isn't responsible for all 
650,000 deaths in Iraq; he's just one of 
the architects of the war." 

"Oh, great-so he's only responsible 
for, say, 100,000 deaths? What's that, a 
misdemeanor?" I asked. 

I was rude. I was angry. I was the ex­
act opposite of what Gandhi advocates 
when he defines ahimsa (nonviolence). 
"Ahimsa is not the crude thing it has been 
made to appear. Not to hurt any living 

The principle of ahimsa is hurt by every 
evil thought, by undue haste, by lying, 
by hatred, by wishing ill to anybody." 

Nancy was appalled. She told me I 
sounded as if I hated Mr. Wolfowitz. 

"Not him," I replied automatically. 
"Just his behavior." (God is used to 
insincerity, right? This wouldn't be a 
big surprise.) 

We were in the middle of a dinner 
party. I twas New Year's Eve. We changed 
the topic. 

I ran into Nancy by accident a month 
later. I had just gone up to Capitol Hill 
to sit in on the Senate Judiciary Com­
mittee hearings when they examined 
Attorney General Alberto Gonzales, au­
thor of the government memo advocat­
ing torture. I was wearing my orange 
"Shut Down Guantanamo" T-shirt and 
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les wove and dodged and avoided all re­
sponsibility for torture, spying, or firing 
federal prosecutors. I left, appalled and 
furious, and went back to Union Sta­
tion to pick up lunch and catch the train 
home. Nancy had been to a hearing for 
her government agency and went to the 
station with the same agenda. We found 
each other and had lunch together. It 
felt like a gift. 

Or it did until she started eldering 
me about how it was pointless to wear 
these T-shirts and do these protests if I 
still had all this hatred in my heart. I 
said, "It's not hatred, it's rage." She didn't 
see the fine distinction. She told me I 
needed to work on it. She was really ir­
ritating. I grumped all the way home. 

And there, I got a little stuck. I 
couldn't get past the idea that, if we're 
judging Wolfowitz's life according to 
some kind of moral spreadsheet (and I 
clearly am), two hours of working for 
the homeless versus 30 years of working 
for preemptive war doesn't equal out. It's 
certainly not enough for me to decide 
that everything is hunky dory in this 
man's life. T hen again, perhaps that's 

SOLDIER GIFTS 

J I I 

Nancy (and maybe Gandhi) would 
say that I needed to work on forgiving 
him. I think this is a tricky issue. Is for­
giveness just a formal name for conde­
scension? If I say I forgive h im, does 
that mean I've found a comfortable way 
to feel superior? 

And who am I to forgive him, any­
way? I am not one of those who has lost 
a family member because of this guy's 
obsession and power and push to vio­
lence. I am not lying in a V.A. hospital 
missing an arm or a leg, or watching as 
my child's coffin is draped with a U.S. 
flag and lowered into the ground, and 
wondering about what we've achieved 
for the price I have just paid. I am not a 
resident of Iraq whose family, home, 
business, neighborhood, and economy 
have been totaled by adherence to this 
man's ideology. My deciding that, hey, 
I'm a wonderfully moral person and for­
giving him for all that strikes me as 
morally off-based-right up there in ar­
rogance with deciding that Adolf Hider 
and Pol Pot both deserve my personal 
forgiveness. Where do I get off? 

And then there's the whole question 

been redeemed? T his seemed complete­
ly beyond what I could swallow. I could 
not then, and cannot now, think of one 
single thing or series of things that Paul 
Wolfowitz could do to atone for the 
enormous pain, suffering, and loss he 
has inflicted; nor could I think of a way 
the community he has harmed could be 
made whole by such acts. I can't do this, 
but my faith tells me that God can­
and that I have some part in it. 

I was still not at the point of being 
able to love this man. But I was finally 
willing to look at why I felt so much rage 
toward him- not as a him thing, but as 
a me thing. And this is what I found: 

I was having trouble seeing that of 
God in him, but was having no trouble 
at all seeing the arrogant, self-righteous, 
convinced-that-violence-is-good-and­
right-and-necessary parts of him. 

I'm self-righteously, probably arro­
gantly, against all of these flaws. This 
says something about me, and strikes 
me as the thing that I need to work on. 
Haven't I been arrogant? Aren't I often 

Continued on page 36 

The invitation said bring personal items 
for the soldiers, in travel sizes. I wander 
the aisles of Dollar General-Imagine 
them in the desert somewhere, sniffing 
lotion from their fingers for the scent 

Lots of hand sanitizer needed, I remember 
from the note. But I put it back, 
not wanting to think of what we 
will be wiping away. 

Green tank balloons and camouflage stars of mothers' vanilla cake, balming lips 
with bubblegum flavor of a first kiss. Maybe 

they could use something to do-a Dream 
Weaver Kit, picture the soldier huddled 
in his tent, large hands weaving threads 
and feathers, as wishes are considered. 
I pass through the toy aisle, everything 
has a weapon included, and those plastic 

shields won't help him now. I whisper 
to a bag of tiny green army men- His mother 
would have left you on the shelf, but he bought 
your promises. Will you keep them? They are 
unmoved, encased in their bubble, and all 
I can do, is keep shopping for trinkets. 
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flank the entrance to the party room. 
Camouflage tablecloths, camouflage napkins. 
People giggle, trying to stay quiet for his arrival. 
Surprise! we shout and he circulates through 
us for hugs and pats on the back. His mother's 
hand shakes as she struggles to swallow a sip 

of tea from a black plastic cup that matches 
the colors of mourning she has chosen to wear 
today. I drop my soldier gifts into the rubber 
bin-pocket sized journals and pens, sent 
with a prayer that their stories will come back 
in knapsacks slung over shoulders of swinging 
arms. I give the boy and his mother matching 
gifts-four glass worry stones stamped with 
Faith. Love. Imagine. Peace. 

Tricia Crawford 
Coscia 

T ricia Crawford Coscia 
lives in Morrisville, Pa. 
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of Meeting 
for Business 

by Debbie Humphries 

I
n May 2007, the board of the 
School of the Spirit Ministries, 
on which I was serving, was in 
the process of discerning whether 

to add a new program. We had a very 
intense one-and-a-half-day meeting, 
which resulted in the decision to move 
forward with our new program, which 
has since become The Way of Ministry. 
At the end of a long Saturday, I headed 
to Philadelphia's 30th Street Station to 
catch a train home to Hartford. I knew 
I was to speak the next morning at the 
Unitarian Universalist Society of Great­
er Hartford, and they had asked me to 
give a presentation on Quaker business 
practice. Sitting in the station, I was in­
spired to write down four key compo­
nents of Quaker corporate discernment, 
using examples from the School of the 
Spirit Ministries board discernment ex­
perience, which then formed the back­
bone of my presentation. 

Over the next year I stayed with these 
four components, and I have continued 
to grow in my understanding of each of 
them. As I have sat with Friends in cor­
porate discernment and visited meet­
ings in New England, I have come to 

Debbie Humphries, a member of Hartford 
{Conn.) Meeting, is a public health nutri­
tionist and teacher with a calling to travel 
in the ministry. She is currently serving on 

the steering committee of the School of the 
Spirit Ministries Call for Support. She 

travels in the ministry among Friends, 
primarily within New England 

Yearly Meeting. 
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Quaker practice 
ol carporate business 
tharals 
that the 
world needs. 

believe that we need to revisit the prac­
tice of corporate discernment. The form 
of our business practice is a rich process 
that builds community, changes hearts, 
and can unite us with the Spirit, despite 
differences of opinion. We need to re­
fresh our understanding of our purpose 
and our practices, and seek to hold them 
more deeply, co bring ourselves more 
fully into alignment with God's pur­
pose in our lives. 

At the heart of Quakerism is George 
Fox's statement that there is "that of 
God in every one." Quakers repeat this 
phrase to cry to describe the core that 
we share. Embedded in it is the belief 
that the good-that of God-can be 
raised up in each of us. As early Quaker 
theologian Robert Barclay described his 
experience of worship with Friends: 

When I came into the silent assemblies of 
God's people, I felt a secret power amongst 
them which touched my heart; and as I 
gave way unto it, I found the evil weaken­
ing in me, and the good raised up and so I 
became thus knit and united unto them, 
hungering more and more after the increase 
of this power and life, whereby I might find 
myself perfectly redeemed. 

The potential of attending to that 
secret power, of listening in the silence, 
of giving way to that power and find­
ing the evil weakening and the good 
raised up, is foundational to all branch­
es of Quakerism. 

The Quaker tradition challenges us 
to relate to ochers in ways that call forth 
and resonate with the good within 
them, however deeply it may be buried. 
Quakerism is an optimistic tradition, as 
we believe that hearts can change and 
the good can be raised up. The poten-
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ness practice, at their core, are 'about 
creating the conditions for hearts to 
change. By using these corporate prac­
tices we are also learning how to act to­
ward others in ways chat honor that of 
God in them. 

As I have visited Quaker meetings, I 
have observed Friends faithfully follow­
ing the form of Quaker business prac­
tices without necessarily understanding 
the importance and purpose of the 
forms. George Fox challenged the peo­
ple around him to seek the power rather 
chan the form. He condemned many as 
engaged in religious practices that were 
empty forms, where people followed 
their practices without understanding 
the deeper meaning and so had lost con­
tact with that meaning. We are in dan­
ger today ofliving out what George Fox 
railed against. Accepting the ·responsi­
bility to keep the Quaker tradition liv­
ing and vibrant requires that we work to 
understand why we use the forms that 
we do, so that the practices are not emp­
ty but rich wirh life. Within the Quaker 
practice of corporate business there is a 
treasure chat the world needs. It is a way 
of coming together as individuals with 
different experiences, needs, agendas, 
and perspectives and engaging with 
each other co strengthen relationships 
and make decisions chat affect the com­
munity positively. 

The pillars chat I see undergirding the 
forms of Quaker business practice are: 

• chat the meeting is rooted in worship; 
• that the meeting is clerked; 
• that there is enough time, a sense of 

spaciousness; and 
• chat decisions are made by sense of 

the meeting. 

M eeting for Business is 
Grounded in Worship 

E
very business meeting begins 
with a time of worship. At 
times the worship is perfunc­
tory, but at its best, the open­

ing worship is long enough to remind 
those present that we are listening deep­
ly and seeking to hear the Spirit in the 
agenda items addressed. 

The entire meeting for business is the 
corporate implementation of the skills 
developed in meeting for worship. Each 

cy to further develop these skills. Some 
of them are at the individual level, where 
each of us needs to develop our inward 
ear, the ear of our heart. Building upon 
the individual skills are the corporate 
ones of listening together for something 
more chan what we hear individually. 
Both the individual and corporate skills 
can be understood as queries: 

Can I hear God/Spirit in my heart? 
Do I know what it feels like to hear God 
in my heart? When is my ego talking, 
and when is it other? When I listen, can 
I tell the difference between my own ego 
and Spirit? 

·Early in my journey into Quakerism, 
after having a powerful experience of 
being called to ministry, I called togeth­
er a support committee of three sea­
soned Friends to sit with me to provide 
some guidance so I didn't run ahead 
of-or behind-my leading. Shortly af­
ter they came togerher, I was led co com­
mit to monthly retreats for nine months. 
At chat time, my children were three 
and five years old, so it was no small feat 
co make time to go away one weekend a 
month. The support and understanding 
of my husband, John, made it possible. 

I met with the support committee 
right before my first retreat, and they 
asked what my focus was for that par­
ticular retreat. Tears came to my eyes as 
I cold them I didn't know how to hear 
God except when I was moved to speak 
in meeting for worship. My hope for the 
personal retreats was to be able co come 
co know that voice-chat Spirit: to rec­
ognize it when I felt it, and to be able to 
hear it when I stopped co listen. The re­
treats were at different locations-a 
Benedictine Abbey in Connecticut, a 
Quaker conference center in Massachu­
setts, a friend's home on Block Island in 
Rhode Island-but at each place I 
would look for a comfortable armchair 
beside a window and spent a lot of time 
sitting comfortably there. That silent 
time was where I became aware of the 
physical sensations chat accompany my 
attending to the Light within. 

The lesson of discerning when my 
ego is talking is one I have not learned 
easily, and I have to relearn this lesson 
time and again. But I remember one 
particular business session at New Eng-
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came home strongly.- I knew the session 
was going to be long, although I couldn't 
have predicted how few people walked 
out even when we were over an hour 
and a half late in completing the busi­
ness. During that evening session I 
groaned internally when someone re­
peated what another had already said, 
or when a speaker was going on at what 
I thought was excessive length, or when 
a speaker didn't appear to be listening to 
what others had said. I came to the real­
ization early on that all of these internal 
criticisms were my own ego, and I com­
mitted right then to lifting those inter­
nal voices up, and then letting them go. 
I listened deeply that night, holding the 
business in my heart, feeling deep 
warmth in my belly, and knowing that 
we were exactly where we needed to be 
as a worshiping community. That expe­
rience helped me name the voice of my 
own ego. 

T he touchstone for discerning Spirit 
and ego in my own experience is the 
love that will fill any motion that starts 
with Spirit. And the love will be for all. 
So the voice that holds up honor and re­
spect for each of us is more likely to be 
Spirit than a voice that diminishes the 
worth of another. Paul provides his own 
guidance for this same discernment 
when he says: 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control." (Gal. 5 :22) 

When do I hear Spirit moving in the 
silence? 

Quakerism is about listening in si­
lence. Early Friends spoke about what 
happened in the silence and focused 
much less on the content of vocal min­
istry. It was in the silence that their 
hearts were broken open. As Robert 
Barclay describes it: 

Yea, though there be not a word spoken, yet 
is the true spiritual worship performed, and 
the body of Christ edified; yea, it may, and 
hath often fallen out among us, that divers 
meetings have passed without one word; 
and yet our souls have been greatly edified 
and refreshed, and our hearts wonderfully 
overcome with the secret sense of God's 
power and Spirit, which without words 
hath been ministered from one vessel to an­
other. (Apology for the True Christian Divin­
ity, Proposition 11, Concerning Worship) 
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We need a vocabulary to describe the 
different textures of our corporate si­
lence so we can better appreciate the ex­
perience. When we focus on the vocal 
ministry to evaluate the quality of our 
corporate worship we have looked to the 
fruits and missed the source. Attending 
to the quality of the corporate silence 
can disentangle the personal issues that 
arise in reacting to the vocal ministry of 
another. Sometimes our experience in 
the silence might be fragmented, dis­
tracted, or scattered, with our thoughts 
and focus jumping from one thing to 
another. Other times it might be a deep 
stillness where many of those present 
feel held to attention, perhaps like what 
happens in a yoga asana where the breath 
moves through us while the mind is qui­
et. Practice can help us come to that 
place of deep, focused attentiveness 
more readily. 

We practice listening to the Spirit in 
meeting for worship. It is important to 
also practice listening individually, on a 
daily basis. A regular spiritual practice 
such as daily prayer time, a journal, 
walks in nature, or Scripture reading 
can help us tune the inward ear to God's 
presence. Meeting for worship is an op­
portunity to practice corporate listen­
ing, and the skill of listening to Spirit as 
individuals prepares us to move beyond 
ourselves into this corporate experience. 
We need to develop the skills of listen­
ing in the silence for the Spirit, to know 
when the silence is rich and deep, and to . 
feel when the silence is scattered, dis­
jointed, and not yet gathered. Then we 
will understand that the quality of 
Quaker worship is about much more 
than the messages. 

When do I hear Spirit in the minis­
try of others? Can I hear the spirit of the 
messages of others, the Spirit that un­
derlies the words? 

The work oflistening, the capacity to 
distinguish between when something is 
only "a good idea" and when it is the 
Spirit moving, is fundamental to the 
Quaker business practice. We work on 
that listening corporately every week in 
worship. This is not an easy listening, 
and it is an extension of the earlier exer­
cise of being aware of our own ego. I 
have visited meetings where the Spirit 
was powerfully present in the ministry, 

than need~d and there wasn't as m~ch 
silence and worshipful space surround­
ing the messages as I would have liked. If 
I had stayed with my impatience over the 
length of the messages and the lack of 
silence, I would have missed the very real 
presence and movement of the Spirit. 

One of the challenges in learning to 

listen deeply to the Spirit in worship 
and silence is that Quakers seldom in­
tentionally create opportunities to check 
with others about what they heard in 
worship, and to receive feedback on our 
sense of when the Spirit is moving and 
when it is not. We need to create more 
opportunities to work on our worship 
skills-to talk about, practice, and then 
discuss the experience. 

T he skills of discernment and listen­
ing that we practice in meeting for wor­
ship are essential for the corporate busi­
ness practice. Being grounded in wor­
ship is critical. If the worshipful envi­
ronment changes or discussion becomes 
heated, the clerk may ask for silence to 
give those present the time to go back to 
worshipful space. Centering in the si­
lence can help us be tender with the 
agendas of others, and be more aware of 
our own. 

Meeting for Business 
is Clerked 

E
ach meeting for business has 
an individual who has been 
named to clerk the meeting. 
The clerk's work includes visi­

ble and invisible tasks. The former in-
clude preparing the agenda, calling on 
people to speak, and suggesting a sense 

It was in 
tbes1 ence 
that th ir hearts 
were 
broken 
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spond to. The latter include the prayer 
and discernment that go into preparing 
the agenda, being in a grounded and 
centered place from which to attend to 
the motion of Spirit in the corporate 
body during the conduc~ of business, 
and hearing what is not said but is pres­
ent in the room. 

The visible tasks are not necessarily 
simple. In most meetings, the clerk is re­
sponsible for identifying agenda items 
and discerning the order in which to con­
sider those items. The order of the agen­
da can be important: for instance, ad­
dressing difficult items-the ones where 
discussion might be tense-closer to the 
beginning of the meeting, when people 
are fresh and may be more focused. 

The clerk is also responsible for rec­
ognizing individuals before they speak. 
This can be a very important practice of 
discernment, as Jan Hoffman demon­
strated during her time clerking New 
England Yearly Meeting when she lis­
tened inwardly to discern whom to call 
on next. This is an important tool that 
allows·clerks to wait and feel the inward 
motion, reminding the body over and 
over of the importance of that posture 
of deep listening. Clerks of New Eng­
land Yearly Meeting continue to use this 
practice, although some present may 
not understand. 

A clerk can also make use of the pro­
cess of recognizing someone to speak to 
call the group into waiting worship un­
til the Spirit is ready. 

In business meeting, speakers ad­
dress their remarks to the clerk. This al­
lows a little more space for Friends to 
not feel directly attacked by someone 
else's differing opinion, and to listen 
better to perspectives that differ from 
their own. This can help Friends disen­
tangle their ego stake in an issue, listen 
to the guidance of the Spirit, and be 
open to letting go of their own position. 
At times when the business is focusing 
on questions of clarification or when the 
business before the group is easily agreed 
upon, the clerk's role may seem less crit­
ical, but even then these disciplines are 
important because the practice of being 
recognized by the clerk and speaking to 
the clerk needs to be second nature in 
times of tension and disagreement. 

The invisible tasks of the clerk help 
to hold a worshipful space and remind 
those present of the importance of lis-
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~hether to hold an item over to anothe~ 
meeting, and how best to prepare the 
meeting for a particular business item 
can undergird the business meeting 
with an invisible sense of Spirit. 

The first time I went to a meeting of 
New England Yearly Meeting's Minis­
try and Counsel, I was deeply moved 
by the clerking. Cornelia Parkes main­
tained a presence free of anxiety de­
spite an overfull agenda. She had clear­
ly prepared well; she knew the agenda 
items and people involved well enough 
to rearrange the agenda when needed, 
to attend to each business item gently 
and faithfully, and to keep us in a listen­
ing space as needed to move through 
the work people had gathered to com­
plete. 

One of the important practices of a 
clerk is being a non-anxious presence. 
This is a challenge for many of us. 
When a situation gets tense, we may be-

come reactive rather than remammg 
deeply rooted in our own sense of Spirit. 
When disagreement or strong feelings 
are present, the greatest hope for change 
comes when someone is able to remain 
in a place of centered calm. But this does 
not mean disengaging from the process 
or from those present. Instead, it means 
being able to hold the tension of others 
without catching it or needing to release 
it. When we merely avoid tension, we 
limit our ability to face conflict and to 
enable transformation from the tension. 
In contrast, staying in a 'place of conflict 
in a respectful and centered way, know­
ing that we need inspiration to resolve 
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• u 
and increases the likelihood that those 
present will be able to hear and respond 
to the motion of the Spirit. 

Business Meeting Will 
Have Enough Time 

Q
akers make jokes about how 

ong the business process can 
take, generally without" realiz­
ng that what takes so long is 

for hearts to change. It is dif­
ficult for most of us to admit publicly 
that we are wrong, especially when we 
have spoken strongly about a topic. This 
can take a long time, particularly since 
we may not consciously realize that 
we're waiting for participants to set 
down their egoistic voices. Changing 
hearts is eased when we all can discern 
the source of the words that come to us 
and to others. Quaker business prac­
tice is about speaking our own Light on 
the subject, and then setting aside our 
own perspective to listen to the moving 
of the Spirit. 

At its best, Quaker business practice 
carries a sense of spaciousness: the 
search for the right outcome will take as 
long as it needs to. There is enough 
space for people to bring and share their 
opinions, hesitations, and concerns; and 
because they will not be attacked for 
their perspectives, or challenged direct­
ly and personally, there is a potential 
for movement. 

In the School of the Spirit Ministries 
board meeting, where the decision was 
made to move forward with the Way of 
Ministry Program, several board mem­
bers expressed deep concerns about the 
additional financial burdens and over­
sight responsibilities for a new program. 
No one expressed a, perspective that ini­
tiating a new program would be easy. 
We held the concerns about the board 
being too small, and we waited for the 
Spirit. When we found clarity, it was 
with a decision to move forward in faith, 
trusting that way would open and the 
necessary resources would be found. 

I visited a meeting some years ago 
whose members were struggling with 
questions about their meeting space­
whether they should seek another space, 
build an extension, or build a new meet­
inghouse. They were in the stage of 
gathering information and identifying 
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er process, bringing the alternatives for-
ward. However, the meeting was a 
young meeting-not in age, or even in 
experience with Quaker organizations, 
but in having limited experience diving 
fully into the Quaker tradition as a 
guide for individual spirituality. I was 
led to remind them that when the time 
came to make a decision, they needed to 
put their own opinion of the best option 
down so they could be open to how they 
might be led by the Spirit. 

Business Meeting 
Decisions Will Be by 
Sense of the Meeting 

O
ne of the assumptions in 
Quaker business practice is 
that something more than the 
best wisdom of the group will 

be achieved-that those present are lis­
tening for something more than what 
each person thinks. Working toward a 
sense of the meeting is about listening 
for what Spirit would have us do in this 
instance. It is not a negotiated settle­
ment or compromise, giving each per­
son some of what they want. Rather, it is 
a moving toward, which does not require 
logical agreement. 

Barry Morley's Pendle Hill Pamphlet, 
Beyond Consensus: Salvaging a Sense of 
the Meeting, is a wonderful description 
and invitation into the power of waiting 
and listening for a sense of the meeting. 

At its best, Quaker business builds 
the worshiping community, strengthens 
relationships, and encourages each of us 
to grow. When our corporate decisions 
are faithful to this Spirit, they not only 
change the participants; they hold the 
seeds that change the world. 0 
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Peacemakers 
on Both Sides 
by Ken Stalcup 

Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children of God. 

- Matthew 5:9 

Every couple of years as a volunteer 
chaplain, I'm expected to attend a 
week of "In-Service" training. I felt 

pretty righteous the first time I gave up a 
week of my vacation to attend the in­
service training at Putnamville Correction­
al Facility. That is, until I saw the schedule 
for the week. My feelings were soon re­
placed by an unrighteous dread as I saw the 
scores of handouts, tests, and films we were 
going to see during the next week. Among 
other things, we are taught how to clean up 
blood spills, how to survive as a hostage, 
how to apply mechanical restraints, and 
how to do lots of other things I don't ever 
want to try. 

I sit through the class with 30 other peo­
ple. We spend the week together and learn 
everything the Department of Corrections 
says we need to know this year. Sergeant 
Metzger is the leader of our class. She looks 
to be about 50 years old. She says she's a 
grandmother, and when she smiles I can 
sometimes picture her outside the prison in 
a happier place playing with her grandkids. 
But, today, she's all business. She is dressed 
in what appears to me to be SWAT gear. 
She's wearing army boots and a dark blue 
DOC uniform that is perfectly pressed. 
She's maybe five foot three in those boots, 
but her tough-as-nails presence adds about 
ten inches to her height. 

We spend the morning inside a small 
classroom with Sergeant Metzger. After a 
lunch break, she leads us outside. It's June 
and it's warm. I've been sitting in class 
watching DOC training films and I'm 
ready to stretch my legs. Sergeant Metzger 
has more than that on her mind. She's 
teaching us self-defense this afternoon. 
Given my Quaker background and pacifist 
tendencies, I'm hoping to just stand out in 
the sunshine for a while and breathe the 
fresh air. I look up at the beautiful clear 
blue sky as I'm standing in a patch of fresh­
ly cut grass in the field behind the training 
building. I feel the warm spring breeze and 
am just beginning to really enjoy myself 
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outside. I'm not paying any attention to 
Sergeant Metzger. 

Before I really know what's happening, 
she places a rubber knife in my hand. I'm 
going to be her volunteer. I'm going to 
be the sergeant's example of how to disarm 
an attacker. 

"Come at me with the knife held high," 
she says as she backs away from me. She 
crouches into a position that looks like a ka­
rate master. 

"Okay," I say, collecting my thoughts, 
"are you ready?" 

"Sure," she waves her hand, ''I'm ready." 
I get a couple of feet away from her and 

I start to lower the knife in a terrible and 
menacing manner. But before the knife is 
anywhere close to a vital organ, she swats 
my wrist-hard. She grabs my arm, twists 
the rubber knife from my hand, and plants 
me on the ground with a thud. I'm looking 
up at the blue sky again, and Sergeant 
Metzger smiling at me. 

"You okay, chaplain?" she asks. 
"Fine-good-okay," I'm lying. 
"Okay, good-lee's try it again. This 

time, come at me with the knife held low." 
I'm still shaking cobwebs out of my head 

as I stand up. She hands me the rubber 
knife that was only briefly in my hand, and 
I return to my starting spot about ten feet 
away. As I brush myself off and collect my 
thoughts, she explains to the class just ex­
actly what she's going to do to me this time 
as I attack her. My knees feel weak. 

"Okay, chaplain, come at me with the 
knife low." 

My enthusiasm for this exercise has 
waned considerably. I move somewhat more 
cautiously forward this time and begin to 
swing the knife toward her stomach. Before 
I get anywhere close, she side steps my le­
thal attack and grabs my now aching wrist. 
This time I drop the knife before she has 
a chance to break my fingers. W ith an all­
too-familiar thud, I'm on the ground again. 
The difference being, this time my face is in 
the grass, the same grass I was appreciating 
from a much more comfortable distance 
just moments earlier. This time she has me 
pinned to the ground and the fingers of my 
right hand are firmly planted between my 
shoulder blades. I try not to cry. 

More cobwebs. I roll over, and Sergeant 
Metzger smiles and helps me to my feet. 
She asks me if I'm okay. I honestly don't re­
member my answer. I hope my response 
didn't include any profanities. She asks if 
anyone has any questions or needs to see 
it again. I hope not. I don't want to re­
demonstrate either move. I'm ready to 
move on to something easier like a full-

body cavity search. Sergeant Metzger has a 
few more pointers for us, and none, thank­
fully, involve putting the chaplain on the 
ground. I'm paying attention at this point 
and I decide never again to attack anyone 
with a knife. 

After some final instructions, the class 
splits up. Some of my classmates hang 
around chatting with Sergeant Metzger. 
Some decide to sit on picnic benches and 
just relax. I decide to leave with all the 
grass-stained dignity I can muster and go 
back to the chapel office and hide for 
a while. 

I find the office is open. I find a chair 
and carefully place my aching body down. 
Dan and a couple of the other chapel por­
ters are working on request forms and fill­
ing out paperwork. 

Dan is a little quieter than usual today. 
Since my head and wrist ache, I'm not too 
anxious to ask why. I sit for a few minutes 
pondering my knife-wielding past and con­
sidering how I'll explain away various grass­
stained garments. 

Dan comes over to me. 
He tells me he got a letter from his wife. 

She's filed for divorce. We end up talking 
for a long time. 

She's got a lawyer and an agenda. But his 
heart is breaking and he's not going to fight 
her. He's not going to let things get ugly 
either. He loves her, but he understands 
that while he's in prison, he can't be much 
of a husband to her and he can't be much 
of a father for their kids. He wants his fam­
ily, but he wants peace, too. He wants to 
be there for his wife and kids one day, but 
it can't be today. So, for now, he's stuck. 
He's stuck and he tells me he's going to sign 
the papers and send them back to the attor­
ney. He's going to let go quietly and pray 
that he will be together with them in the 
future. He tells me he's putting it all in 
God's hands now. 

Dan is a peacemaker. He's making peace 
by letting go and stepping aside. Later, it 
occurs to me that Sergeant Metzger is a 
peacemaker too. She keeps the peace in a 
very different way. She holds to strict rules, 
regulations, policies, and procedures. She's 
going to keep the peace even if it means 
stepping in front of a knife. Sometimes, 
peace comes by letting go and stepping 
aside. Sometimes peace requires you to step 
up and face self-sacrifice. Blessed are the 
peacemakers on both sides of the fence. 
They will be called children of God. 0 

Ken Stalcup is a member of Irvington Meet­
ing in Indianapolis, Ind. 
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On Teaching 
Religion in 
High School 
by Jeff Baird 

0 ver the past few decades, education 
has become increasingly specialized. 
With an influx of pre-professional 

programs at the collegiate level and the re­
cent frailty of the job market, high school 
applicants are more consistently turning 
down liberal arts educations in favor of 
more "job-ready" degrees. 

As the earliest forms of higher education 
in this country, liberal arts colleges pride 
themselves on giving students a holistic ed­
ucation, with interdisciplinary studies at its 
core. The growing rift between students 
seeking a balanced and diverse education 
and those seeking a pre-professional degree 
is no news flash, and for many students in 
the 21st century, high school is the only ed­
ucational experience where they are reward­
ed for the breadth of their studies. 

Now I ponder this, while fully aware 
that not every profession requires an edu­
cation with its own foundational core cur­
riculum. As an aspiring writer, in high 
school I tended to overlook the impor­
tance of mathematics and the sciences, 
while some of my peers in AP Biology 
generally thought little of their social stud­
ies courses. But the religion courses seemed 
to benefit everyone. Whether one came 
from a secular home or from a family prac­
ticing Quakerism, Judaism, Islam, Bud­
dhism, Christianity, or other, the religious 
curriculum made a difference. 

Religion is global, something that de­
fines the lives and behavior of youth and 
adults alike across the country and the 
world. Our country as a whole is extremely 
ignorant of world religions and even of the 
Bible, the most powerful and influential 
text in Western society, and one that over a 
third of our country reads as divine law. Al­
bert Einstein once said, "The sole function 
of education was to open the way to think­
ing and knowing, and the school, as the 
outstanding organ for the people's educa­
tion, must serve that end exclusively." If 
that is the case, why is religion banned from 
public schools? 

Westtown School, a Quaker K- 12 day 
and boarding program of which I am a re-
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cent graduate, is one of many U.S. schools 
founded on the idea of religious education. 
Here, religion classes are not just present, 
but required for each student to graduate. 
Students from all over the world with dif­
ferent religions and backgrounds (less than 
20 percent of students are Quakers} come 
together into one classroom to learn about 
world religions (Buddhism, Islam, Hindu­
ism), the New Testament, and Quakerism, 
as well as having the opportunity for ad­
vanced study in courses such as "Religion 
and Social Change" and "Contemplative Ex­
perience." Elective courses, such as "Libera­
tion Theology," "Business and Ethics," and 
'The Gospel of Thomas" are offered as well. 

"I think religious education is important 
because a school like Westtown can encour­
age more reflection on the spiritual dimen­
sion of life," said Head of School John Baird. 
"In my public school experience there were 
none of the 'what kind of person do you 
want to be?' questions, and that's what reli­
gious education is all about. Education in­
fluences the kind of person that we become, 
and without religion it is harder to encour­
age the spiritual perspective on life. In a so­
ciety that is increasingly secular and materi­
alistic, encouraging moral development and 
teaching the spiritual dimension of life is 
very important. Quaker education encour­
ages social consciousness, with an orienta­
tion towards service or action that is consis­
tent with your beliefs." 

The biggest promoters of religious edu­
cation at Westtown actually are the stu­
dents. Westtown has students from all over 
the world (13 percent of its 400 high school 
students come from more than 14 different 
countries), as well as students who come 
from public schools, private schools, and 
other religiously affiliated schools, who 
praise the effect the religious aspect of 
Westtown's education has had on them. 

"Westtown and public school are com­
pletely different worlds," said Tori Baggot 
'09. "In public school, religion was a touchy 
subject, and the school, was practically void 
of religion. Now at Westtown, religion is 
the theme of the school. You're really al­
lowed to develop and express yourself here, 
while you are limited in development in 
public school." 

"Quakerism has made me more patient 
and understanding," said Liz Bailey '08. "I've 
really developed an appreciation for moments 
of silence. You won't get that anywhere else. 
I've really grown through having the ques­
tion asked, 'Why does it matter?"' 

The teachers at Westtown express admi­
ration for this development that occurs in 
students through the course of their time at 

Westtown. And while Westtown has many 
unique qualities, the predominant factor 
that students list for the cause of the growth 
is the presence of religion. 

"I've had a number of students come to 
me after a class and say, 'This is the most 
fascinating course that I have ever taken,"' 
said religion teacher Kevin Eppler. "That 
is a testimony to the importance of what 
I do. The reason that I teach is that the 
students are at that age when they begin 
to ask questions about religion, and I'm 
both excited and interested in helping them 
answer those questions. Pushing the stu­
dents to think differently about religion is 
critically important." 

The controversy that makes it impossi­
ble to require religion courses at other schools 
is the historic "Separation of church and 
state" debate, as well as parents who believe 
that their children are being manipulated to 
think a certain way, or conformed to a school's 
beliefs. Westtown takes a lot of pride in re­
quiring their religion courses, knowing that 
is not their mission. "In teaching religion it 
is important not to impose a set of dogmat­
ic beliefs, but to create an opportunity for 
students to learn the spiritual dimension of 
life," said John Baird. 

"The required religion courses benefit 
a lot," said Liz Bailey "They really allow 
us to grow and expand our horizons. The 
really important thing for me is that it's 
not just about religion, it's about person­
al growth, and learning to think in differ­
ent ways." 

"The availability of religion as a formal 
academic subject is critically important," 
said director of studies Karen Gallagher. 
"Religious education is inside everything 
we do- how we live, and act. The experi­
ence is transformative in helping to build a 
new perspective. Reaching beyond one's 
own comfort zone or boundaries is a lot of 

· what it's all about." 
Kevin Eppler also said that if he needed 

to communicate the effectiveness of the re­
ligion department at Westtown, he would 
let his students do the talking. 

The students are the ones who carry out 
what they've learned into the world after 
they leave Westtown. High school is the time 
students educate themselves for their lives 
ahead. If religion isn't taught in high school, 
where do we expect it to be learned? 0 

jeff Baird, a member ofWesttown (Pa.) Meet­
ing, is a sophomore at Connecticut College, 
where he writes for the student newspaper 
The College Voice. 



Quakers, 
Devotion, and 
Ritual 
by Devan Malore 

Recently, I sat through a lively discus­
sion at Maury River Meeting outside 
of Lexington, Va. The second hour 

presentation was about whether or not to 
remove the remnants of what was once an 
altar from the historic building now owned 
by the meeting. Friends shared a number of 
concerns about their feelings regarding the 
former altar and how it might be hidden, 
removed, or made less obvious. Friends have 
a long association of questioning ritual, 
priestly authority, and ornate church altars. 

But I'm the only person attending Mau­
ry River Meeting for the last five years who 
has sat through more hours of traditional 
Hindu rituals than hours of silent worship. 
I was one of the founders of a children's 
camp in the Pocono Mountains on the bor­
der between Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 
This unique camp was for the children of 
Indian Hindu parents who were par( of a 
large migration that made its way to this 
country in the '60s and '70s. Hindu Heri­
tage Summer Camp became well known 
among the scattered Indian communities 
in New Jersey as a place first-generation 
Hindu-American children could have the 
experience of camp along with the teaching 
of their traditional culture. 

Although many of us have now had 
some experience of popular hatha yoga ex­
ercises, meditation, and some exposure to 
the esoteric teachings of India, I think it is 
fair to say the majority of the Hindu com­
munity in this country practices what is 
called, in yoga tradition, bhakti yoga. This, 
in simple terms, is the yoga of devotion. 
Devotional yoga includes chanting, prayer, 
music, dance, and a complex system of col­
orful rituals kept alive for thousands of 
years by the priestly Brahman caste. Like 
Quakers, who found a need to break free of 
the dogma of powerful priests and excessive 
ritual, Hindus have at times rebelled against 
the Brahman caste and excessive ritual used 
to control people, and to avoid the social 
and political roots of suffering. Mystics, 
such as Shankara in the Indian tradition, 
were especially critical and saw the need to 
break free of ritual to get to the source of 
God or Brahman. But surprisingly ritual in 

the Hindu tradition has survived and con­
tinues to be part of the practice of bhakti 
yoga among Hindu-Americans. 

I think devotion and ritual are also a 
major form of spiritual practice for many 
Christians. When we have read enough 
books, tried to live a good life, done service 
work, and still feel an inner need, we often 
turn to prayer, music, and ritual as means of 
spiritual relief, inner connection, and com­
munity. The sameness of ritual, prayer, 
chant, and song seems to pacify the mind 
and remind us that spirit travels through 
time, giving some connection to the time­
less even as everything around us changes 
so quickly. I think it is fair to say that many 
of us who experience Quaker tradition miss 
something of this devotional relationship. 
Among liberal Quakers, I imagine, it is not 
unusual to seek this connection in other 
ways while still feeling a connection to the 
meeting. I've visited a number of yoga ash­
rams, churches, and Buddhist centers over 
the years and am not offended by the pic­
tures, statues, music, and rituals presented. 
I've sat quietly through Buddhist prayer 
and ritual, sometimes participating, some­
times silent in meditation. I've also attend­
ed many Dances of Universal Peace events 
where the main practice is song and dance. 
To a person with some knowledge of a tra­
dition, the pictures, statues, sounds, smells, 
and rituals can offer a familiar link to spirit, 
just as a Quaker feels a connection entering 
a meetinghouse and experiencing silence. 

A less discussed aspect of ritual is the so­
cial bonding and community building that 
can occur when people come together to 
share activities not based in work or con­
sumption. A Friend recently shared her idea 
of how Quakers seek community by spend­
ing time together in as many ways as possi­
ble. She was referring not just to silent wor­
ship but to the many second hour presenta­
tions, potluck meals, and committees 
formed to deal with the work of the meet­
ing. I am not suggesting this is not all valu­
able and useful and a means to manifest 
spirit in the world, but I don't think it is the 
same as the devotional energy people seek 
in less intellectual forms. Recently, I sat 
through a reading and discussion of the 
sense of the meeting and was impressed by 
the way Friends listened carefully to the 
statement, added to it, and made correc­
tions. But as I read over the statement care­
fully, it sounded like a technical document 
explaining the details of our practical, logi­
cal, and efficient sense of faith. We all value 
these qualities, and they are not in short 
supply in our rational, "how to do it," mod­
ern world. I think what is often missing is~ 

sense of where we could put our energy to 
create the world we would like to be part of. 
This seems more an article of faith with a 
vision and creativity that goes beyond prac­
tical, ordinary daily life. 

So I am suggesting that Quakers not 
disregard ritual and devotional practice so 
easily. No doubt many people could benefit 
by going beyond the limitations of creed 
and ritual as Quakers do. But any practice 
that helps open the heart, expand con­
sciousness, and give us some sense of shared 
community can have potential value. I don't 
think all of us are meant to read, write 
books, or found yet another group to deal 
with local or world problems. Some of us 
also express our spiritual connection through 
art, song, music, dance, and even ritual. 
Liberal Quakers might learn from the expe­
rience of other traditions and their attempts 
to open the mind and heart, and to keep 
their communities together during times of 
transition. Maybe we dori't always need to 
remove or cover up the altar of the tradition 
we try to replace. Revelation continues, and 
we build upon what came before us. 0 

Devan Malore attends Maury River Meeting 
in Lexington, Va. 

Reclaiming 
Visual 
Ministry 
by Angela Manno 

A t one time all art was Spirit-led. The 
Greek theatre, shamanic ritual ob­
jects, liturgical music, icons, and 

Giotto's frescos all had a spiritual basis. 
As a practitioner of traditional Byzantine 

Russian iconography for many years, I be­
came immersed in a tradition in which Eidos, 
the Greek word meaning "image," "form," 
or "shape" has a central role. Though the 
arts in the Western world owe their status 
in large measure to the support of the Chris­
tian Church over the centuries, it is the tra­
dition of Logos- the Word-that has pre­
dominated in the West. Only in the Eastern 
Church does the Image have full and equal 
status to the Word. This is evidenced in the 
way both icons and Scripture figure equally 
in the Eastern Orthodox liturgy. 

Following in the Western tradition, Quak-
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erism embraced Logos, and thus the • 
Word and vocal ministry, while distanc­
ing itself radically from Eidos, the natu­
ral and neglected counterpart of Logos. 
"Pluck down your Images, your Like­
ness, your Pictures, and your Represen­
tation ofThings in Heaven .. . that none 
of you be found imitators of his Cre- ~ 
ator." (A Hammer to break down all In- • 
vented Images in G. Fox, Gosp~/-Truth 
Demonstrat~d). George Fox's attitude to­
wards the Image is similar to the Jewish 
and Muslim proscriptions of image­
making: Only the Creator should· make 
forms. Yet what's to be done with our 
identity as being in the image and like­
ness of God (and therefore also makers 
offorms)? 

Before addressing the latter, it is im­
portant to understand the context in 
which this uncompromising position re­
garding the image emerged, according 
to the Association of Art Historians­
the 17th-century English city with its 
emphasis on material goods, consump­
tion, and profit, where all objects a!ld 
things of display increasingly competed 
for Friends' attention. 

Fox and later William Penn had a 
healthy and justified appreciation for 
the power of images; William Penn wrote, 
"Visual objects have a great influence on 
the people." Their suspicion of things vi­
sual was grounded in their understanding 
of the need for singleness of the eye. 

Early Friends' quest for utter singleness 
was not unlike the scientists of the Enlight­
enment who did away with all religion, "su­
perstition," and unfounded claims about 
the world in order to make a pure inquiry 
into the nature of things. Often, new meth­
ods of inquiry that have Truth as their goal 
seem to require scrubbing everything that 
would weaken or hinder the attainment of 
that goal. 

It is interesting, however, that even the 
Orthodox Church, a great proponent of the 
Image, has its own proscriptions. In my 
practice, what I at first found fascinating 
and nurturing in icon painting soon began 
to weigh heavily on me; to the Orthodox 
mind, all Western art is decadent. In this 
case, the icons are seen as the pinnacle of 
expression and the ancients who developed 
them are considered the sole purveyors of 
wisdom. This went straight to my heart as 
an artist. I began to agonize whether the 
modern human, the contemporary artist, 
and myself in particular, could contribute 
anything positive, any form of wisdom, to 
the human condition. (At this point, I had 
not yet come among Friends who believe in 
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Chi/Jren of Gai4 D~scerukJ from Stars is part of a triptych entitled All My Relations 
by Angela Manno, which she created to express the unity of the created order. It was inspired 
by the work of Thomas Berry, the great eco-theologian and cultural historian who passed away 
on June 1, 2009, and whose life will be celebrated on September 26th at the Cathedral of 
St. John the Divine in New York City. 

continuing revelation). 
Yet somehow I knew in my heart the an­

swer was yes. Around that time I met Dr. 
Ewert Cousins, one of the world's foremost 
scholars in world religions. I asked him 
whether he thought the contemporary artist 
had the capacity to produce forms that were 
healing. He offered me his understanding 
that the spontaneous artistic creativity tra­
dition has been articulated in both theolo· 
gy and mysticism. It is based on the inner 
divine life as a Trinitarian process, of inti­
mate love and creative self-expression: "The 
Son is seen as the Art of the Father, the Im­
age, the Masterpiece of the fountain-full­
ness of divine creativity. In the mystical tra­
dition the Son is perceived as Light from 
Light, the perfect expression of the divine 
fecundity. It is out of this boundless inner 
creativity that the creation of the world 
flows. As a finite image of the Trinity, the 
human artist shares in this divine capacity 
for creative self-expression. By plumbing the 
depths where she or he mirrors the Trinitar-

ian creativity, the artist can co-create with 
God, bringing to birth a truly sacred art." 

This made clear for me that true visual 
ministry is possible. 

My own artwork has been an expression 
of my abiding search for meaning, belong­
ing, and wholeness, and the unity that I 
perceive and experience in the spiritual, 
human and natural world. In the end, vo­
cal and visual ministry go hand in hand, 
and are twin reflections of the same one re­
ality. As we search for new ways to bear 
witness to the Spirit in today's spirit-hun­
gry world, it is time the Image were accept­
ed back into the fold, to enrich and inspire 
the community and be allowed to take its 
rightful place alongside the written and 
spoken word. 0 

Ang~la Manno, an attmtkr ofFiftunth Street 
M~~ting inN~ York, N.Y., is a m~mb~r of 
Friends in Unity with Natur~ in Manhattan 
and a r~cmt graduau ofth~ School ofth~ Spir­
it Ministry On Being a Spiritual Nurturer. 
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Right Relationship: 
Building a Whole 
Earth Economy 
By Peter G. Brown and Geoffrey 
Garver. Berrett-Koehler 
Publishers, Inc., 2009. 169 
pages. $16.95/paperback. 

Agenda for a New 
Economy: From 
Phantom Wealth to 
Real Wealth 
David C. Korten. Berrett­
Koehler Publishers, Inc., 2009. 187 pages. 
$14.95/paperback. 

What would John Woolman be ponder­
ing in these days of financial crisis? I believe 
it would be the issues raised in this pair of 
remarkable books. Deeply moral, if not 
overtly religious, they both speak directly 
to our testimonies on simplicity, equality, 
integrity, and stewardship. 

Right Relationship: Building a Whole Earth 
Economy had its origins in a 2003 Pendle 
Hill gathering to consider the moral chal­
lenge of our global economic system's im­
pact on the environment and humanity. 
Written by Quakers to be accessible to non­
Quakers, but explicit in its religious roots, 
it seeks to define a fresh ethical basis for 
an environmentally sound economy, to 

break out of the consumerism and obses­
sion with growth that has become our state­
sponsored religion. The authors start with 
the assumption that the baseline purpose of 
the economy is to provide access to the 
means of life, and that wealth is the capac­
ity to build life. Right relationships, they 
say, are those that tend to preserve the in­
tegrity, resilience, and beauty of the com-
monwealth oflife. / 

The first part of the book asks all the big 
questions: What is the economy for? How 
does it work? How big is too big? What's 
fair? Do we want growth for its own sake or 
for the good of society? Is the ability to 

choose between a huge array of Earth-dam­
aging products real freedom? What are the 
goods to be shared, and who are the present 
and future claimants? What are the criteria 
for fairness? All of this is offered through a 
mind-stretching but deeply satisfying dual 
lens of environmental science and science­
based ethics. 

The authors provide a wealth of insight 
into the foundations-and foundational 
flaws-of our economic system. If it has 
no measure of "enough" or of happiness, 
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doesn't account for 
future need, has no 
enforceable limits on 
greed, and gives too 
much of the Earth's 
capacity for life to too 
few inhabitants, then 
something, they say, 
is seriously wrong. 

In discussing gov­
ernance, Brown and 
Garver consider why 
current systems are 
not working, and en­
vision new global in­
stitutions to preserve 
the life systems upon 

which our economy depends. This painstak­
ing section is not always an easy read, but I 
had to admire their thoroughness in think­
ing out a model that might actually work. 

Right Relationship calls us to ground 
ourselves in respect and awe for the cosmos 
and the Earth; engage in individual and 
collective witness; and work for nonviolent 
reform-with the model of abolishing slav­
ery as the best-known example in Quaker 
history. The book offers cautious hope 
about the possibility for fundamental 
change in this time of crisis: "A mass epiph­
any is not out of the question, and having 
well-developed, participatory models and 
democratic implementation plans ready to 
go may make the difference between a lurch 
into chaos and authoritarianism, or a tran­
sition to cooperative governance for the com­
mongood." 

David Konen's Agenda for a New Economy 
has a different approach. After decades of 
experience with the U.S. Defense Depart­
ment, Harvard Business School, the Ford 
Foundation, and USAID in Asia, Korten 
concluded that a system 
based on economic growth 
only serves to make a few 
people very wealthy, at 
enormous social and en­
vironmental cost to the 
rest-and he changed ca­
reers as a result: for the 
past 20 years he's been 
speaking widely on the 
need for a new economy 
and working with the 
anti-globalization move­
ment, YES! Magazine, and 
other groups that cham­
pion local business. 

Korten clearly chooses 
passion over restraint. He 
is biting in his critique of 
Wall Street's modern al-

chemists, who create wealth out of account­
ing entries, and of the competitive "sport" 
of moneymaking, where no player has 
enough so long as another player has more. 
Wall Street's unbridled capitalism, he says, 
is corrupt beyond repair and can't be fixed. 
It has virtually nothing to do with real 
wealth, and shouldn't be confused with a 
market economy that invests in the produc­
tion of goods and services that benefit so­
ciety. Perhaps the most poignant sentence 
in the book is from a maker of Odwalla 
juices: "When our corporation was private­
ly owned, we were in the business of mak­
ing a product; once we went public, we were 
in the business of making money." 

For me, the book provided new infor­
mation as well as fresh angles on the old. I 
appreciated Konen's long historical view of 
a 5,000-year-old seismic shift from partner­
ship to domination and empire, and his 
suggestion that we are in the midst of a 
"great turning." He emphasizes the impor­
tance of buying-and banking-locally, of 
connecting grassroots leaders, and of creat­
ing spaces for experiments with a real­
wealth economy. But ultimately he believes 
that transformational social change begins 
with conversation that discredits old cultur­
al stories by telling new ones: "They say 
that money is wealth, and that Wall Street's 
wealth creation enriches us all. But we say 
that Wall Street's product is a phantom and 
that we can build a new economy, in bal­
ance with nature, that serves the real-wealth 
needs of everyone." 

These two books differ markedly in 
their focus. Agenda for a New Economy 
sharpened my understanding of the differ­
ence between finance capitalism and mar­
ket economics, and of policy directions 
that can lead us from a growth-dependent 

to a steady state economy. 
Right Relationship, on the 
other hand, required me 
to stretch beyond econom­
ic systems and their impact 
on people, and see the econ­
omy as a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of the biosphere. 

Their tone is different as 
well. The authors of Right 
Relationship use enormous 
restraint, patiently doing 
the work that there may 
not be time for, gathering 
together a hopeful scenar­
io that they can almost 
believe in, because they 
know ~hat succumbing to 

despair would be irrespon­
sible. Korten is less care-
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ful, more exuberant in both his anger and 
his hope. 

Yet both books are accessible to a general 
audience; both suggest we have much to 
learn about how to create a sustainable eco­
nomic system from a close study of the en­
vironment. Both suggest action: from per­
sonal witness to the creation of alternative 
models to policy work; and both come from 
a place of deep love to call out the best in us. ' 
Both have the ring of truth. 

And both demand vision. "It's easier to 
imagine eco-collapse than an altered eco­
nomic system-and this is a lethal failure 
of the imagination," says Korten, who urges. 
us to seek a vision far beyond the visible ho­
rizon. Brown and Garver echo this when 
they say that, in order to ensure a viable fu­
ture for human beings and other species, we 
have to be able to imagine a new thing. Per­
haps we Quakers, who are so good at stub­
bornly imagining and standing for the pos­
sibility of peace despite a pervasive world­
view that war is inevitable, can do the same 
when it comes to economics. 

I can just imagine John Woolman sit­
ting back after reading these two books and 
closing his eyes, soberly acknowledging the 
truth in them, grieving the sad state we 
have brought ourselves to, and listening 
deeply for what the Spirit calls him to in re­
sponse. I would invite us all to join him. 

-Pamela Haines 

Pamela Haines is a member of Central Phila­
delphia {Pa.) Meeting, an urban gardener, 
and a writer on parenting, economics, and 
our testimonies in action. 

Enduring Hope: The 
Impact of the Ramallah 
Friends School 
By Patricia Edwards-Konic. Introduction by 
Max L. Carter. Friends United Press, 2008. 
138 pages, $15/paperback. 

Enduring Hope describes a remarkable 
Quaker educational experiment that began 
in 1889 in the Arab village ofRamallah, just 

. north of Jerusalem. As part of their com­
mitment to gender equality, Quakers opened 
a school for Palestinian girls; it was so suc­
cessful that a similar school for boys was 
opened in 1901. Since then, Rarnallah Friends 
School (RFS) has become coeducational. 
T he 1,000 students, who are one-third 
Christian and two-thirds Muslim, study a 
values-based curriculum that stresses reli­
gious pluralism and toleration. (For exam­
ple, RFS is also the only school in Palestine 

to mainstream students with special needs.) 
Christians and Muslims were all study­

ing the same things," physician Michael 
Karam, a 1957 graduate, remembers. "It 
taught us tolerance and how to accept dif­
ferences in people." 

RFS has become one of the most presti­
gious and successful schools in Palestine. 
More than 98 percent of graduates go to 
college, many of them to first-rate universi­
ties around the world. Over the years, thou­
sands of Palestinian RFS students-many 
of them now leaders in business and gov­
ernment-have been instilled with Quaker 
values such as nonviolence, religious toler­
ance, equality, creativity, self-discipline, 
and community service. Teachers from all 
over the world have included Max Carter, 
director of Quaker Studies at Guilford Col­
lege, who writes a fine introduction to 
this book. 

After presenting a brief history of the 
school, Edwards-Konic weaves together the 
impressions of 60 graduates of RFS to show 
how the school has molded their hearts and 
minds. This, for me, is one of the best parts 
of the book. Writes Akel Biltaji, a 1959 
graduate: "It was at the Friends Boys School 
when I started to learn how to live in a larg­
er family, how to share, and most impor­
tantly, how to accept and respect the other. 
It was the grounds where I found peace 
within myself and others." 

It's disturbing to note that most of the 
bright, articulate former students inter­
viewed in this book no longer live in Pales­
tine but abroad, where presumably they 
can have a normal life and prosper.' "T he 
number of Palestinians living outside Pal­
estine who are working for nonviolent 
change is enormous," says the author. "But 
there are also many alumni who remain in 
the Palestinian community and live lives of 
nonviolent resistance and change." Joyce 
Ajlouny, the current director of the school, 
is a good example of a· graduate who chose 
to stay. I wish more of these alums had 
been interviewed. 

Reading this book, I am reminded of the 
words from the Gospel ofJohn: "The Light 
shone in the darkness, and the darkness 
was not able to extinguis,h it." In a region 
where despair and violence are so pervasive, 
it is gratifying to read about a Quaker 
school that offers Palestinian children and 
parents a sign of hope and a vision of a 
peaceful future. 

-Anthony Manousos 

Anthony Manousos, a mmzber of Santa Mon­
ica (Calif.) Meeting, lives in Los Angeles, 
where he is a full-time volunteer Quaker 
peace activist. 
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Philadelphia Friends 
Schools 
By Friends Council on Education, with janet 
Chance and Mark Franek. Arcadia, 2009. 
128 pages, $21.99/paperback. 

Arcadia Publishing has developed a mi­
nor industry with its publication of attrac­
tive, inexpensive. paperback collections of 
images. They usually have localities as their 
themes, or sometimes institutions; I have 
purchased volumes that range from images 
of Ashe County, North Carolina; to post­
cards of Richmond, Indiana; to cemeteries 
in Indianapolis. Now Quaker history has 
joined the pack with this volume. 

As is the template for these publications, 
most of the volume is taken up with photo­
graphs. (Although some of these schools 
trace their history back centuries, the over­
whelming majority of the images are from 
the 20th century.) Janet Chance and Mark 
Franek provide a brief introduction to the 
history of Quaker education and the tenets 
that distinguish Quaker schools today. The 
book features sections on origins, meeting 
for worship, inquiry and innovation, com­
munity and collaboration, experiential learn­
ing, and peace and social justice. 

Alumni will probably find that the pic­
tures of worship, science labs, discussion 
groups and · Maypole dancing in the book 
evoke memories. And while the emphasis is 
on illustration, the texts are the most sub­
stantial that I have seen in anything Arca­
dia has published. T his is no substitute for 
any of the good individual school histories, 
or for works like Helen Hole's Things Civil 
and Useful or Paul Lacey's Growing into 
Goodness. But it is literate, evocative and 
true to its subject. One can learn much 
about Friends schools from it. 

- Thomas D. Hamm 

Thomas D. Hamm is archivist and professor 
of History at Earlham College and a member 
of First Friends Meeting in New Castle, Ind. 
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Oakwood Friends School, guided by Quaker 
principles, educates and strengthens young 
people for lives of conscience, compassion 
and accomplishment. Discover Oakwood ... 
and find your own voice. 

OAKWOOD ~ FRI E NDS SC HO O L 

22 Spackenkill Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 
www.oakwoodfriends.org 
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Olney Friends School 
Barnesville, Ohio Established 1837 

• Value-centered, college directed community of peers 

• Coeducational 9th -12th boarding and day school 

• 350-acre campus and sustainability program 

• Challenging interactive science and humanities 
curricula; AP, Arts and Sports electives 

• Quaker Heritage Scholarships available 

• We invite you to visit! 

Call or email: admissions@olneyfriends.org 

www.olneyfriends.org 1-800-303-4291 

Head of School 
July 1, 2010 

Friends School Haverford (PA), founded in 1885 and under the care 
of Haverford Monthly Meeting, seeks a dynamic, experienced ele­
mentary educator familiar with Friends schools and their processes 
and traditions. FSH enrolls approximately 120 students in grades 
PS- 6 and is the oldest coeducational, elementary Friends school in 
the Main Line. The school enjoys a wonderful location next to the 
Haverford Meeting House, excellent and appropriate buildings, and 
remarkable outdoor space. More information is available at the 
school's website: www.friendshaverford.org. 

Interested candidates should send a cover letter, resume, and 
educational philosophy to Clay V. Stites, Resource Group 175, PO 
Box 104, Dartmouth, MA 02714, 508-636-4984. 

clay.stites@comcast.net. 

• NEWS 

The Envision Peace Museum is currently 
being planned in Philadelphia. The objec­
tives of peace museums around the world 
are inherently complementary to Q uaker 
philosophy, as they are intended to present 
peace as a viable alternative in a violence­
saturated world, and to help build a culture 
of peace. Envision Peace Museum intends 
to serve as a study and resource center where 
people of all ages don't simply learn about 
nonviolence, but experience it. A central 
goal of the museum is to reach beyond the 
already convinced, and to invite everyday 
people to see that change is possible, that 
change is necessary, and that they them­
selves can become catalysts. Envision Peace 
Museum plans to use storytelling as a me­
dium of teaching. The museum's planners 
believe that history is rich with nonviolence 
success stories that deserve to be shared with 
the world. Also, exhibits will be made avail­
able over the Internet, to create a museum 
without walls. More information is avail­
able at <www.envisionpeacemuseum.org>. 
- Katherine Toran. 

• BULLETIN BOARD 

•September 12-26-Penn Fest at New Joe­
dans, a two-week celebration of the life and 
influence ofWilliam Penn. New Jordans is 
located in Buckinghamshire, England. For 
more information visit <www.newjordans. 
org> or call +44 1494 675-280. 

•October 15-18- German Yearly Meeting 

•October 18-23-The Economics ofPeace 
conference, in Sonoma, Cali£, sponsored 
by the Praxis Peace Institute and RSF So­
cial Finance. For information call (707) 
939-2973 or visit <www.praxispeace.org>. 

FRIENDS JOURNAL is currently seek­
ing a volunteer Book Review Assis­
tant to help primarily with securing 

books for review from publishers. 
Please send a letter of interest and 

resume to: 
<departments@friendsjournal.org>. 
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sion and injustice experienced by Jews, 
culminating in the Holocaust. Others, 
and their numbers are growing, reflect a 
Christian Zionist interpretation ofbibli­
cal Scripture in which this conflict is 
seen as inevitable and Israel as irreproach­
able. There are many more examples of 
"concerned outsiders," bur I tend to 

meet people in these above categories. 
Over the years I have met with Chris­

tian Zionists, both in Church media­
tion attempts and in family gatherings. 
The experiences have been disturbing, 
as I am told repeatedly that God prefers 
one group of people over another. But 
the experiences have also been educa­
tional, and have led me to focus on the 
concept of equality. I consider it a criti­
cal concept, as U.S. foreign policy to­
ward t~is conflict has systematically 
viewed these two peoples' needs as un­
equal. As a result, the conflict is far 
more destructive to people's lives than it 
was when I first arrived as a teacher, 22 
years ago. 

I now bluntly ask Christian Zionists, 
"Are you saying that Israelis are superior 
human beings to Palestinians?" 

In turn, I ask this question to myself 
and others involved in Palestinian jus­
tice issues, as the atmosphere in activist 
groups can be easily dismissive of Israeli 
needs. "Do you think that Palestinians 
are superior human beings to Israelis?" 

These are shocking questions to ask, 
and most people would answer in the 
negative. Most people would agree that 
what are unacceptable conditions for 
their children would be unacceptable 
conditions for all children. 

But does our language reflect this? 
When I consider the various reac­

tions to the situation, I see groups of 
concerned people who are stuck in dif­
ferent corners of the room. But apart 
from the Christian Zionists, who view 
Israel as a means to an end, I think there 
is hope for a common language, and 
with the language, concerned outsiders 
could have a more healing role. We need 
this language to build a future. 

Do we fail to remind ourselves that 
the world we seek for one group of peo­
ple is the world we seek for all people? 
Today the Palestinians face greater in­
justice and daily suffering. In the past, 
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in other countries, Jews faced greater in­
justice and daily suffering. There is no 
one here who can predict the victims of 
the future. We need to demand a world 
in which such injustice, for any human 
being, is unacceptable. In our anger, 
horror, or fear, we don't always articu­
late this, and the "other" often sees us as 
uncaring of its struggles. Then we stop 
hearing each other. Our language be­
comes tribal, and it stays that way. 

But if this conflict gets bloodier, and 
I think it could, then both groups will 
suffer. And if you place a dead Muslim, 
a dead Christian, and a dead Jew at my 
feet, would I cry differently over each 
one? I hope to God not. 

What, then, is our message for every­
one? 

We seek a safe and fruitful life for all 
people. We can remind the world that 
when the interests and needs of differ­
ent groups of people are not viewed as 
equal, the result is injustice, resentment, 
and often violence. 

What, then, is my ploughshare for 
peace? What language raises us above 
anger and fear? The Universal Declara­
tion of Human Rights is a good start. 
It states: 

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and 
freedoms set forth in this Declaration, with­
out distinction of any kind, such as race, 
color, sex, language, religion, political or 
other opinion, national or social origin, 
property, birth, or other status. Further­
more, no distinction shall be made on the 
basis of the political, jurisdictional, or inter­
national status of the country or territory to 
which a person belongs, whether it be inde­
pendent, trust, non-self-governing, or un­
der any other limitation of sovereignty. 

Everyone has the right to life, liberty, 
and security of person. 

Everyone. 0 

A different writer for each 

week offers biblically based 

devotional readings. The 

annual individual subscription 

($1 8.00) is mailed to your 

home each quarter. 

The oldest Quaker school in the world, 
William Penn Charter School embraces 

tradition and welcomes innovation. 

Visit us on the web and learn more about 
our vigorous educational program and our 

stimulating and diverse community. 

www.penncharter.com 

~ 
william Penn 
Cliarter 

School 
215.844.3460 

3000 West School House Lane • Philadelphia, PA 19144 
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A Quaker boarding and day high school where 
... personal transformations take place 

... each person seeks to live with full integrity 
... distinct ways of learning are honored 

The Meetin 

Lee B. Thomas, 
Jr. is a longtime· 
businessman and 
founding member of 
Louisville Friends 
Meeting, which 
celebrated its 50th 
year in 2004. 

"Lee has authored a very 
important book that examines 
many important subjects 
relevant to successfully 
managing a business 
enterprise in today 's complex, 
difficult environment. " 

-Daniel Bauer DBA 
Dean, W. Fielding Rubel School of Business 
Bellarmine University. Louisville, Kentucky 

This book is about ethical principles in 
business, and translating those principles 
into ethical behavior in the workplace. 
It's about how people need to form 
peaceful partnerships so that everyone 
comes out a winner. 

Hardcover, 152 pages, $16.95 

Order online at 
www.butlerbooks.com 
or call 502-897-9393 

Display M Deadlines 

Reservations are 
required for display ads 
in FRIENDS JOURNAL. 

November issue: Reserve space by September 8. 

Ads must be received by September 10. 

FRIENDS 
JOURNAL 

December issue: Reserve space by October 5. 

Ads must be received by October 8. 

Call (215) 563-8629 now 
with your reservation or questions. 

E-mail: adsales@friendsjournal.org 

convinced I'm right? Haven't I tried to 
impose my ideas on others, especially 
those for whom I'm responsible? The 
chief differences here, it seems, are more 
in degree than in kind. Wolfowitz has a 
lot more power in this world than I do. 
If I rail and rant, I irritate people. If he 
pushes his beliefs, people die. But I need 
to be able to look at him and see myself, 
to recognize these Aaws when they come 
up, to be especially careful of how I use 
the worldly power I do have. The rest, I 
need to turn over, turn over, turn over to 
God, and to say with the Psalmist: 

If you, Lord, should keep account of 
sins, who could hold his ground? . 

But with you is forgiveness, so that you 
may be revered. (Ps. 130:3-4) 

I live in the hope that all my sins may 
be forgiven, and that I can learn, slowly 
or quickly, to turn away from those ac­
tions that seem to draw me away from 
God. And I can see that Paul Wolfowitz 
is entitled to exactly the same hope. I 
believe I am held daily in the Light of 
God. And I can see that, for better or 
for worse, Paul Wolfowitz is standing in 
that same Light. Perhaps I can only see 
his shadow. God can see his heart. This 
is a trust thing. I need to turn this over 
to God, and let go. 

So I am still struggling. I pray that 
my longing for justice will not collapse 
into rage against those who have com­
mitted great harm, and that my belief 
that a better world is possible will not 
get swallowed up by my frustration with 
the world as it is. I pray to stay open to 
the leadings of the Holy Spirit, and to 
be able to discern what is truly righ­
teous, not self-righteous. And I pray for 
gratitude for everyone's gifts-the ones 
that come by grace, and the ones that 
come by struggle. 

In the words of the Psalmist: 

I wait for the Lord with longing; 
I put my hope in his word. 
Let God's people look for the Lord. 
For in the Lord is love unfailing, 
And great is his power to deliver. 

(Ps. 130:5,7) 

God alone will set people free from 
all their sins. 0 

September 2009 FRIENDS JouRNAL 



Deaths 
Kellogg-Marjorie Maybury Kellogg, 84, on 
January 11, 2008, in Gold Hill, Oreg. Marjorie 
was born on December 26, 1923, in Altadena, 
Calif., to Lucy and Edgar Maybury. Marjorie 
began her life of spiritual searching as a child. 
Her upbringing in Christian Science had taught 
her that life is good and that God is both Moth­
er and Father and a gentle presence in life, but 
some of her experiences made her look further 
into her beliefs. Born into privilege, when she 
encountered the barefoot, ragged, hungry chil­
dren of Depression-era "dustbowl potato pack­
ers," the children's stares made her uncomfort­
able, and learning about the Depression in a so­
cial studies class taught by a Quaker woman 
awakened and expanded her sense of justice 
and fairness. In college at University of Califor­
nia at Berkeley, she participated in a race rela­
tions group, volunteered in a day nursery for 
children of low-income working mothers, and 
worked in a YWCA service program. Marjorie 
married her high school sweetheart, Ogden Ellis 
Kellogg, in 1944, and in 1953 they moved to 
Hillside Farm near Gold Hill, Oreg. The natu­
ral childbirths of her children brought her 
memorable spiritual experiences, and she later 
wrote that her most important mystical experi­
ence was best described with one word: light. 
Afterwards Marjorie continued to reflect on 
this unitive experience, expand on it, and let 
it guide her. She earned a master's in Counsel­
ing at Oregon State University i~ 1965 and a 
teaching certificate from Southern Oregon Uni­
versity. Finding wisdom in many sources, in­
cluding Christian mystics, Sufis, and engaged 
Buddhism, for Marjorie the common practices 
of world religions led to unitive experiences 
opening the person to the Holy Spirit, the Di­
vine within, and life. She encouraged Friends 
to adopt meditative practices that would pro­
mote their centered presence in meeting for 
worship, leading to more gathered meetings. In 
the 1960s, she helped found the QuaUer wor­
ship group that later became South Mountain 
Meeting in Ashland, Oreg., and nourished the 
local Fellowship of Reconciliation affiliate that 
grew to be Peace House. In the 1970s she and 
Ogden opened a Quaker boarding school, and 
in the 1980s they traveled to Russia and spon­
sored three Russian students attending South­
ern Oregon University. Throughout her life, 
Marjorie also gave to her community as a C ub 
Scout den mother, PTA president, and presi­
dent of the League ofWomen Voters. As part of 
her work on the board of a wealthy foundation, 
she influenced it to support the community 
through the arcs, including the Rogue Art Gal­
lery in Medford; the Rogue Valley Symphony 
in Ashland, Medford, and Grants Pass; and 
the Oregon Shakespeare Festival in Ashland 
and other "Off-Bardway" theatre groups. Mar­
jorie lived simply, growing and preserving 
food, baking bread, and welcoming people 
into her home, where flowers and art meant 
more to her than perfect housekeeping, and 
nurturing her soul and the souls of her family 
and friends meant the most of all. Marjorie 
is survived .by her husband, Ogden Kellogg; 
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three sons, Ogden Kellogg Jr. (Cindra), Q Tom 
Kellogg (Carolyn), and Daniel Kellogg (Lynn); 
one daughter, Cynthia Kellogg Gaty (Theo­
dore); eight grandchildren, Claire Geisige ( Gabe), 
Jackson Kellogg (Ainura Sherimaleva), Naomi 
Kellogg, Chad Kellogg, Sam Gaty, Louis Gary, 
Bryce Kellogg, and Ross Kellogg; and great- . 
grandson Graham Geisige. 

Osburn-Ramona Marie Brown Osburn, 91, on 
September 19, 2007, at her home in Jackson­
ville, Oreg. Ramona was born on February 10, 
1916, in Springfield, Ohio, and grew up there, 
spending summers on South Bass Island in 
Lake Erie. While attending University of Mich­
igan in 1938, she met Luke Osburn, and they 
were married in 1941 in Springfield. Luke was 
a lifelong Quaker, and after their marriage, Ra­
mona, who had grown up Lutheran, found 
herself drawn strongly to her husband's faith. 
Luke and Ramona's first home together was on 
a farm outside Creedmoor, Tex., where Luke 
worked as a county agricultural agent. Later 
they lived in Austin, Tex.; in Berkeley, Calif.; 
and San Carlos, Calif. In 1960, the family 
moved with their two children to Hempstead, 
on Long Island. While living in Hempstead, 
she and Luke became members of Westbury 
Meeting; they would later relate, with glee, how 
that meeting, which had been a preparative 
meeting since 1671, became a monthly meeting 
shortly after they arrived. When Luke retired 
in 1972, he and Ramona moved to Oregon, set­
ding on five acres of wooded land outside Jack­
sonville where Ramona could exercise her pas­
sion for native plant gardening. On moving to 
Jacksonville, in southern Oregon's Rogue Val­
ley, Ramona and Luke found no Friends meet­
ing, only a small, struggling worship group 
with three attending families. Luke and Ramo­
na's house became the fourth home where 
the Rogue Valley Worship Group met, and 
over the next several decades, Ramona's gentle 
but persistent presence was a major guiding 
force as the worship group grew into Rogue 
Valley Meeting (now called South Mountain 
Meeting). She was part of the meeting's first 
Ministry and Oversight Committee, and one of 
its first clerks; she also served as a member of 
Children's Committee, Nominating Commit­
tee, and Peace and Social Concerns Committee. 
Providing physical as well as spiritual nourish­
ment, Ramona delighted in hosting poducks. 
For many years, she held a potluck for all grad­
uating high school seniors in the meeting. She 
was an early organizer of Sierra Club activi­
ties in southern Oregon, and served several 
terms on the executive council of the club's 
Rogue Group. She was also active in local 
chapters of the Native Plant Society and the 
Audubon Society, and was for many years a 
member of the Jackson County (Oregon) Dem­
ocratic Central Committee. In 1975, on the 
30th anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima, 
Ramona helped organize a silent vigil in from 
of the federal building in Medford, Oreg., 
which later became an annual event. As their 
health began to fail in the late 1990s, the Os­
burns found it increasingly difficult to get to 

meeting, and after Luke's death in 2001, Ramo­
na's attendance became sporadic, although she 
continued to welcome annual poducks for a 
few more years. By 2004 her memory was fail­
ing, and her final attendance at meeting came 
in 2005; after that she was mostly house­
bound, and death came quietly two years later. 
Ramona is survived by one daughter, Alice 
Blair; and one son, Denis Osburn. 

Taylor-Christine Robinson Taylor, 94, on June 
9, 2009, at Kendal at Longwood, Kennett 
Square, Pa. Christine was born on August 7, 
1914, near Tunkhannock, Pa., to Caroline Had­
ley and Louis N. Robinson. She graduated from 
Emma Willard School and from Swarthmore 
College, and lived in Swarthmore, Pa., and near 
Coatesville, Pa. A member of London Grove 
(Pa.) Meeting and of Kendal Meeting, Chris­
tine wrote Introduction to Quakerism, a book for 
fifth and sixth grades, for the Religious Educa­
tion Committee of Friends General Conference. 
She was director of the Needlework Guild, a 
Den Mother for the Boy Scouts of America, 
president of the Visiting Nurse Association of 
Coatesville, and president of the Town & Coun­
try Garden Club. She moved to Kendal in 1980. 
Christine was preceded in death by her hus­
band, William Downham Taylor; four broth­
ers; a daughter; and a grandson. She is survived 
by two daughters, Judith T. Uehlein (Carl) and 
Alice Taylor; three sons, Michael D. Taylor 
(Margaret), Christopher A. Taylor (Lucha), and 
Andrew W. Taylor (Linda Halloran); a sister, 
Alice R. Erb; nine grandchildren; and eight 
great-grandchildren. 

Vaught-Lois Smith Vaught, 106, on May 8, 
2009, at Friends Nursing Home in Sandy 
Spring, Md. Lois was born on July 8, 1902, in 
Milan, Ind., and grew up on a farm in Indiana. 
She spent 13 years in China as a missionary 
for London Yearly Meeting from 1931 to 1944. 
Lois was active in New York Yearly Meeting 
from 1944 to 1958 and in Baltimore Yearly 
Meeting from 1958 to 2000. Her main interest 
was religious education. She was the widow of 
Arnold Vaught, the last executive secretary of 
Baltimore Yearly Meeting, Orthodox. She and 
Arnold participated in the uniting of New York 
and Baltimore yearly meetings. She was a 
member of Hopewell Centre (Va.) Meeting 
and worshiped at Friends House in Sandy 
Spring. Lois is survived by one daughter, Vir­
ginia Ann Larson. 
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be Christians in the past. In all of this, I 
am in complete agreement with Garver 
and grateful for his passion and insight. 

Yet, I feel something very important is 
missing from Garver's essay. In it, he defined· 
Christianity so narrowly and conventionally 
that he ended up obscuring the long­
standing Quaker distinction between 
primitive or prophetic Christianity on the 
one hand, which has been embraced-at 
least in principle-by most Quakers 
during our first 350 years, and the often 
violent, intolerant, ritualistic, hierarchical, 
oppressive, mainstream Christianity, 
which firmly turned its back on following 
the faith and practice ofJesus by the 
fourth century in order to win the support 
and favor of Roman Emperor Constantine. 
Indeed, I think it is important to 
remember the early Quaker insight that 
mainstream Christianity didn't convert the 
Roman Empire, but rather the Roman 
Empire converted much of Christianity. 
What Garver doesn't acknowledge is that 
the Empire didn't convert all Christians. 

Now, I certainly agree with Garver 
that, at our best, Quakers have always 
stood against the imperial apostasy of so 
much of the mainstream "Christian 
Church ," which has now become wedded 
to what Dietrich Bonhoeffer called an 
"easy believism," a superstitious faith easily 
made compatible with empire, militarism, 
and oppression. At our best, though, we 
have not rejected the Holy Spirit, the 
spiritual value of Scripture, or the 
importance of following the way of Jesus 
because of the confusion and apostasy of 
mainstream Christianity. Instead, we have 
repeatedly been called to the loving and 
costly discipleship of prophetic Christian 
faith and practice. Indeed, Quakers have 
long seen our spiritual vocation as being 
the vanguard of"primitive Christian ity 
revived." Very little of Quaker hisrory 
makes much sense without understanding 
this particular calling of ours. 

Our longstanding critique of imperial 
Christian faith and practice should 
therefore never be taken as an argument 
for us to turn our backs on the spiritual 
path of simplicity, equa.lity, nonviolence, 
justice, integrity, stewardship, and an 
immediate and direct relationship with the 
Divine- the very spiritual path that is so 
wonderfully revealed in the teachings and 
life example of Jesus ofNazareth. I know 
that such a rejection is probably not 
Garver's intent, but I think it could easily 
be the impact of his piece-if his readers 
miss some of the nuance of what he has to 
say, or uncritically accept his very narrow 

and conventional definition of Christianity, 
which unfortunately obscures key elements 
of the Quaker faith and practice, as well as 
the faith and practice of many other people 
who sincerely seek to follow the way of 
Jesus in the modern world. 

What Garver said is rrue of all Christians 
is simply not true of all Christians. In fact, 
ir obscures about 350 years of Quaker faith 
and practice. 

Steve Chase 
Keene, N.H. 

Be careful of others' 
spiritual identity 

I was troubled by Newton Garver's 
narrow definition of Christianity and the 
"Christian tradition" (''Are We Christian?" 
F]June). Though he at first recognizes 
that he is using a particular definition of 
Christianity which he says is used in 
universities and seminaries (but clearly not 
all, since as a Religion major at Oberlin 
College, none of my Christianity professors 
defined it thus), he then writes what I judge 
to be a faulty analysis of George Fox and 
Quakers based on his narrow definition of 
Christianity. It seems strange to me to argue 
against Quakerism's or Fox's "Christianity" 
when using such an admittedly exclusive, 
"distinctive" definition. He even 
acknowledges he is referring to "historical 
Christianity." What about Christianity 
today? Why should we have to define 
ourselves solely by history? 

The first part of Garver's definition of 
his historical, distinctive Christianity is 
rhar it is "a religious institution dating 
back to about the third century C.E., 
complete with ecclesiastical hierarchy." 
This completely discounts other forms of 
Christianity that are nonhierarchical and/ 
or outside the growing power of the 
Church throughout history. (Does he 
mean then only Catholic and Orthodox 
churches are Christian?) Here on this 
outside is where I would place such 
well-known movements as the Desert 
Fathers, the Essenes, the early Protestant 
Reformation, and the continuing attempts 
at reform by many other breakaway 
groups, including Quakers. 

In the second part of his definition, 
Garver claims that Christians must 
propagate distinctive beliefs about God, 
Jesus, and particular theological dogmas. 
Some might agree, but I have not found 
this to be true in any of the Christian 
congregations with whom I have worshiped. 
There are many open-minded congregations 
and denominations that do not believe all 

members (or even all Christians) must 
believe the same things or propagate their 
beliefs! Garver also makes a distinction 
that George Fox followed Jesus but was 
not Christian. Is nor the most simple 
definition of "Christianity" "one who 
follows Jesus (the Christ)"? 

The third part of Garver's definition 
includes the Bible being regarded as holy 
and the word of God. While for many 
churches and del)ominarions this is true, 
I know many Christians who have little 
reverence or regard for the Bible, and I 
do not believe that this makes them any 
less Christian. 

The last parr is particularly worrisome 
to me as it seems to discount and undermine 
interfaith dialogue, communion, and 
reconciliation. I hope I am misinterpreting 
Garver's statement that Christianity "stands 
in opposition to other religious institutions." 
In my own experience, studying and 
practicing other religious traditions has 
only served to deepen my belief that all 
gods are one God (''Allah" means "The 
One") and that the teachings of different 
religions are all parts of the same truth. 
The Sufi teachings and practices I follow 
have only echoed what I have experienced 
in meeting for worship and other Christian 
worship services. This is what mysticism 
is, and Christianity, like Islam with its 
Sufism and Judaism with the Kabbalah, 
has its own rich tradition of mystics. I and 
other Christians I have been privileged to 
know do not find it necessary to define 
Christianity at the exclusion of other faiths. 

I find fault with Garver comparing "Sufi 
Muslims," "Jewish writers such as Martin 
Buber and Abraham Hesche!," and "the 
fourfold way of Buddha" to "dogmatic 
Christians." These two categories of religious 
adherents are worlds apart, and further 
illustrate my frustration with Garver's 
definitions of Christianity. If Garver is more 
drawn to Sufis and liberal writers such as 
Buber and Hesche!, then perhaps he should 
be looking at Christianity's own mystic 
traditions a:nd liberal theologians, not 
"dogmatic Christians," or even dogmatic 
religious figures from any faith! Each of the 
world's large religions contains people of 
all persuasions, from fundamentalist to 
mystical, liberal to conservative, literalist, 
rationalist, universalist. 

Sadly, Garver's analysis seems to deny 
that I (and others) could claim to be 
Christian at all because we reject the limited 
and often oppressive constraints of the 
historical institution often referred to as the 
Church. Christianity is so much more 
than this! It appears Garver, like so many 

September 2009 FRIENDS JouRNAL 



others I have known, has been so wounded 
by the historical and current injustices 
committed by the Church (and other 
denominations to be sure) that he would 
rather demonize Christians as narrow­
minded, hierarchical, exclusive, 
evangelizing, Bible-thumping, and 
dogmatic, whereas I have been blessed to 
see the broader workings and faith of those 
who claim Jesus as their teacher. 

I do not need to see Quakerism as labeled 
"Christian" or definitively "not Christian," 
and I fully support Garver's right to reject 
the label "Christian" for himself But it seems 
a stretch to impose that rejection on George 
Fox and the whole body of Quakerism . I 
hope that Friends will not invalidate any 
other Friend's spiritual identity by such 
subjective, restrictive definitions. 

A keeper 

Hannah Logan Morris 
Greensboro, N.C. 

Congratulations on the Associated 
Church Press first place award for the 
October 2008 theme issue, Energy, 

Environment, and Building Community. It 
is always rewarding reading FRIENDS 
JOURNAL, and the special issues are well 
worth collecting. 

judith Pembleton 
Kenmore, Queensland, Australia 

An observation 
Is it not somewh at ironic that the 

Associated Church Press award was given 
at the same time FRIENDS JOURNAL 
carried the article "Are We C hristian ?" (by 
Newton Garver, Viewpoint, F]June)? 

Clarence Burley 
Paxton, Mass. 

Some counter-arguments 
on bottled water 

I was surprised to find an article on 
bottled water in FRIENDS jOURNAL (Chuck 
Fager, "The Top Ten Reasons (Plus Three) 
Why Bottled Water Is a Blessing," July) , 
an odd choice for such a magazine. Yet I 
am replying because I believe the 
argument supporting bottled water is 

weak-for these reasons, in reply to 
Chuck's ten: 

First, on safety: glass can certainly be a 
problem. But the better solution is 
carrying an unbreakable water container, 
as is common among students in my area. 
On natural disasters, many would support 
such use, but still be critical of current 
everyday purchasing. On water scarcity: 
Chuck is right that drinking bottled water 
will not threaten our water supply; it is not 
an issue of how or how much we drink, 
but how we use water in agriculture and 
industry-for example, in the manufacture 
of plastic bottles to contain it. 

The "shelf life" argument: again, not 
every use of this bottling is to be 
condemned. The "intolerable luxury" 
argument: Chuck says bottled water is "the 
most realistically priced form of water." A 
few generations ago, public water fountains 
provided public water at almost no cost. 
Were we smart to move away from this 
public good? The "advertising medium" 
argument I don't quite understand. The 
"recycling" argument: that alternatives are 
coming doesn't seem to be a good 
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argument for the present use of plastic. 
The ideal product to keep our children 

away from beer and soda? Maybe. But isn't 
your own container environmentally 
preferable and cheaper in the long run? 

And finally, the safety record issue: the 
most troubling of the points. We cannot 
settle such a public health issue by 
Googling "public water contamination" 
and "bottled water recalls" and comparing 
the number of hits. As an alternative, I will 
mention just one review for readers' 
consideration, online and undertaken some 
years back by the well-respected Natural 
Resources Defense Council: <http://www. 
nrdc.org/waterl drinking/bw/ exesum.asp>. 

jim Anderson 
Chico, Calif. 

On bottled water and the 
public water infrastructure 

I was dismayed to read Chuck Fager's 
feature article on bottled water (F]July). 
Fager has done our community and the 
issue a disservice by presenting his own 
conjecture as fact. 

Fager's statement that "bottled water has 
a better safety record than tap water" is 
simply untrue. While the FDA regulates 
bottled water, the EPA and state 
governments regulate our municipal tap 
water, and EPA rules are far more stringent. 
Municipal water is not permitted to 
contain E. coli or fecal coliform bacteria; 
FDA rules include no such prohibitions. 
Municipal tap water is tested 100 or more 
times per month and results are publicly 
available; bottled water plants are only 
required to test four times a month, and 
they do not have to release the results. 

It's easy to believe that bottled water is 
safer when the information we need to 
evaluate its safety is not public. And notably, 
even if the FDA found contamination in 
bottled water, it does not have legal authority 
to issue a recall. (This would explain the 
sparse results of Fager's Google search.) 

Independent testing reveals bottled 
water's risks. In an October 2008 study, 
the Environmental Working Group tested 
ten major bottled water brands and found 
that every brand contained chemical 
contaminants, some known to cause cancer. 
Several brands contained contaminants at 
levels exceeding legal limits. The group 
concluded, "The purity of bottled water 
cannot be trusted." 

There is still, of course, much to be done 
to improve the safety of our tap water. 
Unfortunately, more bottled water 

consumption means less ·incentive for federal 
or state agencies to invest in public water 
infrastructure and stringently regulate 
water pollution. If we give up on tap water, 
the government will, too. Those least able 
to afford bottled water will be left drinking 
from an underfunded, underregulated 
public system. If we are concerned about 
the health of our tap water, buying a filter 
for our tap and getting involved in 
campaigns to improve public water systems 
is the best investment we can make. 

Yes, U.S. water use is tremendously 
wasteful, but privatizing the system is not 
the answer. Instead, the government could 
charge higher fees for use over a certain 
amount. That would address wastefulness 
by the biggest users-agriculture and 
industry-and increase the public funds 
available to improve our drinking water 
infrastructure. When we support bottled 
water, we are handing the control of a 
resource that is essential for human life to 
profit-driven companies. Doing so is 
ethically fraught to say the least. 

Elanor Starmer 
Oakland, Calif. 

Judge for yourself 
Readers do not need your July 2009 

article on the "blessings" of bottled water 
to learn that bottled water may sometimes 
be convenient. They can judge its cost for 
themselves. But people often buy bottled 
water in the belief that it is safer than 
municipal water (usually it's not), and the 
bottles do cause substantial urban litter. So 
the article is misleading and, for the 
JOURNAL's pages, trivial. 

Richey Sharrett 
Baltimore, Md. 

Bottled water and the 
dangers of climate change 

I am moved to write a response to 
Chuck Fager's article on bottled water in 
the July issue. I was surprised to read this 
particular article in FRIENDS JOURNAL. I 
have been involved over the last year in 
bringing together a Community Forum on 
Global Climate Change here in Santa Paula, 
California, which was held on April 25. 

My attention to the dangers posed by 
global climate change were initiated by my 
attendance at a conference held at the 
Ventura County Government Center, put 
on by the Ventura County Public H ealth 
Care Agency in 2008. I came away with 
helpful information and determination to 
do something to alert the public to the 

September 2009 FRIENDS JouRNAL 



"gathering storm" of information regarding 
climate change. 

One of the pieces of information I 
picked up at the conference was a pamphlet 
that specifically addressed the problems 
resulting from the use of bottled water. I 
quote: "Many environmental problems are 
practical issues of the things we buy. We 
buy and throw away 800,000 plastic water 
bottles in the U.S. each day! Eliminating 
plastic water bottles is one big way to reduce 
pollution for generations to come and save 
money too. Bottled water is not always 
better. If you don't trust your local water, 
get a water testing kit at a hardware store." 

In my further studies, I have consistently 
read that plastic water bottles are unnecessary, 
are made from petroleum-based material, 
are a significant contributor to landfills, 
and do not break down over many years. 

I do agree that water shortage is a 
growing problem and must be addressed. 
O xfam, an international agency that has 
long been involved in relief efforts to those 
in developing countries, was a co-sponsor 
to our Community Forum and agrees that 
bottled water is an unnecessary expense 
and contributes to the problem of global 
climate change. 

joyce Carlson 
Santa Paula, Calif. 

Avoiding schism, 
embracing calling 

I enjoyed Jnana Dodson's discussion of 
the meaning of"the Light" and "Christ" in 
early Friends' thought and communications 
("Friends within God 's Light," F]July). I 
believe it is a mistaken assumption, however, 
that if we agreed on a theology, we would 
not have had the schisms of the 19th 
century, and therefore what we need is a 
clearer understanding of what these early 
Friends meant when they used those terms. 

An experiential religion, with a constant 
influx of newcomers, will never reach that 
much agreement. W hat we really need- to 
avoid schism and to be the people we are 
called to be-is humility about what we 
think we know, openness to new light, 
respectful sharing of our understandings, 
and loving listening to others when they 
speak an understanding that varies from 
ours. Our faith is not our theology; our 
faith is that our pr~ctice of waiting worship 
and our practice of fo llowing the Light as 
it is revealed to us will bring us closer to 
God, and to being the people God wants 
us to be. 

Margaret Katranides 
St. Louis, Mo. 
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A false choice 
"Christ-Centeredness and Quaker 

Ide.ntity" by R. Scot Miller (F]July) 
alienates me. Quakers do not necessarily 
believe chat "there is one, even Christ 
Jesus, chat can speak co thy condition." 
T hat was George Fox telling about his own 
experience, no one else's. Picking out a 
phrase from a Quaker saint to batter our 
Religious Society into orthodoxy violates 
the essence of Quaker tradition. 

Many Quakers are comfortable with 
Christian beliefs, but Quaker history is 
enormously complex. At best, Quakerism 
is not about belief as much as about 
religious experience, faith, and practice. It 
is about a religious community and a shared 
search for God-not about requiring 
everyone to salute one creedal flag. 

This article lays out an offensive choice 
between Quaker Christianity and Quaker 
mush. I do not accept the premises or 
the challenge. 

Deborah Ruth Fink 
Ames, Iowa 

Traditional Quakerism 
Kudos co R. Scot Miller for his article 

enticled "Chrisc-Centeredness and Quaker 
Identity" in the July issue. 

I believe that he hie the nail on the 
head, when he said: "How can we even 
discuss spiritual matters with honesty and 
integrity if we abandon our history?" I was 
a Christian long before I came into the 
family of Friends. T his did not, however, 
change my viewpoint in any way cowards 
Christianity in general. It did, on the other 
hand, strengthen it immensely. 

Miller went on to say that "we must 
always remember and retell a story mat claims 
Jesus as the center of our corporate expression 
of faith, and the impetus for our actions"; 
chat "we are a people called co express a new 
way oflife to the world, who have traditionally 
believed chat 'there is one, even Christ 
Jesus, chat can speak co thy condition."' 

Certainly, Fox, Penn, Peningcon, 
Woolman, Barclay, and others were 
Ch ristian-identified, and supported their 
views and actions among others as being 
New Testament, scripturally based, as well 
as being direccly from and by the 
movement of the Holy Spirit within them. 

To be a Quaker and not to identify as 
"Christian," I believe, does a horrible 
disservice to ~he early mothers and fathers 
(the founders) of traditional Quakerism. 

Robert A. Lowe 
Lebanon, Pa. 

Why another article on 
nuclear power? 

Opening the July issue, I was 
incredulous and horrified to find another 
pro-nuclear-power article by Karen 
Street-eight pages, nuclear photos, 
website accessibility, and all. W hy is 
FRIENDS JOURNAL giving Karen's 
one-sided , misguided viewpoint this kind 
of coverage? W hat is the bias of Fj? 

Karen's October 2008 F] nuclear 
power article drew many thoughtful, 
impassioned, well-documented letters of 
rebuttal. Mine (F]Feb.) was only one of 
them. Why was Karen allowed an article, 
rather than a Forum letter, to negate all 
rebuttals and further express her own 
views? When will FRIENDS JOURNAL 
offer others-who deeply know a very 
different sec of truths-equivalent space 
to share our knowledge? I and many 
others would be glad to do so. 

Much in Karen's article distresses me 
greacly! I could question most of her 59 
paragraphs and her sources-but why? 
The idea chat nuclear power is safe, let 
alone necessary, is morally reprehensible to 
me. Man-made plutonium, product of 
nuclear reactors, is very different from the 
"nat_ural background radiation" Karen 
considers safe. Plutonium is carcinogenic 
in miniscule amounts, and lethal for 
longer chan homo sapiens have been erect. 
N uclear power plane accidents potentially 
affect the entire planet, not just those 
nearby. Radiation from C hernobyl 
encircled the globe within days, leaving 
Scottish sheep still radioactive today. 
W h at about the humans? 

If Karen excuses radiation's impact on 
health, she should meet the· young women 
and men in the village of N ovozybkov, 
near Chernobyl, many of whom right 
now are unable to conceive, or carry to 
term, or who have deformed babies. (For 
more information on the Chernobyl­
related problems currently facing 
Novozybkov, go co <www.joannamacy. 
net>). Nuclear radiation messes with the 
human gene pool. Is this what we want? 
W hy even dream of it, when much 
cleaner, safer, cheaper, more reliable 
sources of energy are available and 
sufficient? (See <www.iee_r.org>) 

It is time for FRIENDS JOURNAL and 
Q uakers co cease debating nuclear power, 
and instead use our formidable energies 
coward reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
to 350 ppm- if we want a livable planet. 
Quakers could lead the way in a national 
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mobilization to use less, living more simply 
so that others may have the possibility of life. 

Carolyn Wilbur Treadway 
Normal, Ill. 

We regard views on nuclear energy, whether 
pro or con, as an appropriate matter for 
dialogue among Friends, and we will consider 
additional submissions on this topic. -Eds. 

Nuclear power and climate 
change concerns 

In her most recent article, "The 
Nuclear Energy Debate among Friends: 
Another Round" (F]July), Karen Street 
again argues that in face of the significant 
threat of climate change, nuclear energy is 
necessary for generating electricity. Those 
of us who oppose the use of nuclear power 
share with Karen her utmost concern 
about climate change. We also seek the 
phasing out of the use of coal and oil­
major sources of climate changing 
gases-as soon as possible. We certainly 
krtow coal is bad for the environment, 
releases mercury into the atmosphere, and 
decimates the Earth by mountaintop 
removal. It is unfair for Karen to accuse us 
of being "willing to imagine the near-term 
collapse of civilization" because we oppose 
nuclear power. 

We have a very different vision from Karen 
of how electricity might be generated and thus 
protect the Earth in the future. Our vision 
is derived from a very different set of facts. 
We are not willing to accept, as Karen urges, 
that the only reliabl~ and valid source of 
information should be "official" sources, such 
as the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC), the nuclear industry, and research 
universities teaching nuclear physics. 
Those of us who have testified against the 
proposed nuclear power plant near our 
home know firsthand that the NRC is 
biased and fully supports the nuclear 
industry. The NRC did not tell Illinois 
residents about tritium leaks into 
groundwater near nuclear power plants in 
northern Illinois; the press finally reported 
on these leaks (Nuclear Information and 
Resources Service, 2006, "Radiation-
laced Groundwater-Covered up by 
Exelon," and Public Citizen, 2009, 
"Information about Leaks of Radiation 
into Groundwater"). The Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection 
Agency data about Yucca Mountain were 
inconsistent with those of the National 
Academy of Sciences and not accepted by a 
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three-judge panel in Nevada (Nuclear 
Information and Resource Service, 2005, 
"Yucca Mountain Train Wreck 25 Years 
Long"). The official counts of deaths from 
Chernobyl miss many thousands whose lives 
have been altered by cancer and mutations 
in the next generation. (Yaroshinskaya, · 
Alia, 1994, Chemobyl: The Forbidden Truth.) 
The agriculture industry, including the 
universities and the government, does not 
give us full information about the dangers 
of pesticides or of industrial agriculture. 
Official sources of information are not 
necessarily accurate or forthcoming. 

Karen argues that there is plenty of 
uranium for a significant increase in nuclear 
power plants, for if there were not, she says, 
the nuclear industry would have told us. Did 
the oil industry tell us that oil will peak and 
that as oil becomes more difficult to extract, 
it will become much more expensive, with 
greater volatility in price? Similarly, the 
uranium available will become less 
concentrated, much harder and more costly 
to extract, until its return on energy becomes 
too low to be worth pursuing. The 
contribution of greenhouse gases to climate 
change from mining and enriching uranium 
will become much greater than it is now. Is 
this the future in which we want to put our 
trust? Do we want many, many more massive 
and expensive nuclear power plants in the 
world, with their centralized control over 
energy, potential for catastrophic accidents, 
need for enhanced security, and additional 
daily and long-term radioactivity? How can 
we morally bequeath to future generations 
increased mortality and morbidity from 
radioactivity, even if we do not know how 
much more? Like coal, our best choice is 
to keep uranium in the ground. 

Karen dismisses renewable sources of 
energy, such as wind, sun, geothermal, and 
bio-fuels, as not being able to provide enough 
energy for our lives. Many respected 
organizations, such as Institute for Energy 
and Environmental Research, The Center 
for H ealth and the Global Environment at 
Harvard Medical School, Center for 
American Progress, Worldwatch Institute, 
and the American Solar Energy Society, 
however, have developed plans, which 
address climate change, for a low-carbon, 
nuclear-free, livable future. Without question 
abundant solar energy reaches the Earth to 
meet our energy needs. Without question 
it will be a challenge to develop, access, 
store, and distribute all this energy to the 
right place and at the right time. Uniformly 
these plans call for a very significant decrease 
in energy use through efficiency, conservation, 
and just using less of everything. 

Friends should be devoting our lives to 

September 2009 FRIENDS jOURNAL 



a significant reduction in our use of energy 
(and water and all natural resources) 
rather than debating in FRIENDS jOURNAL 
about nuclear power. We should join with 
Quaker Earthcare Witness, which, in its 
October 2007 minute opposing nuclear 
power, pledged to •"accept the responsibility 
for using less energy in all we do and for 
working to make reduction of energy use 
a goal for society at large." We could then 
live with energy from the sun, without 
energy from nuclear and fossil-carbon 
sources, and join Karen in seeking ways 
to "live more simply so that others may 
simply live." 

Roy C. Treadway 
Normal, Ill. 

A personal note on the law 
of the sea 

I'm glad to see a Quaker organization 
like FCNL lobbying on behalf of the Law 
of the Sea treaty. 

[The Law of the Sea treaty establishes a 
legal regime for governance of the worlds 
oceans. It has not yet been ratified by the 
United States. FCNL has a long history of 
supporting the Law of the Sea as an 
important tool for preventing naval conflict 
and preserving natural resources. -Eds.] 

On a personal note: my father, the late 
Wilbur L. Morse, was one of the players 
in the conferences that led up to the Law 
of the Sea. Although he was General 
Counsel for the U.S. Navy's Military Sea 
Transportation Service, and as such 
practiced admiralty law on behalf of the 
Navy, he was personally a great believer in 
the UN and in the concept of international 
law. He used that phrase "constitution for 
the oceans" to describe the historic 
importance of this treaty. 

That the treaty has never been ratified 
by our own Senate is a disgrace. I'll contact 
my Senators and urge them to support it, 
and encourage my friends and family to 
do likewise. 

In addition to the environmental and 
other issues, which are becoming 
increasingly important, I think an 
international jurisprudence pertaining to 

the sea would facilitate a forward-looking 
multinational response to piracy on the 
Somalian coast. Remember the crisis last 
April, when lives hanging in the balance 
illuminated a continuing problem. 

I hope others will join me in contacting 
our Senators, to offset the small but 
intransigent number of their colleagues 
who-whether from isolationist or 
imperialistic motives-oppose any sort of 
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GuideOne Insurance is America's leading insur-

er of religious institutions, and has been pro­

tecting Friends houses of worship and schools 

for more than 20 years. In fact, since 1979, 

GuideOne has been the Friends Insurance 

Group property and casualty insurer of choice. r 

To arrange for a FREE premium quotation, and 

to learn more about GuideOne Insurance, call 

1-877-448-4331 ext. 5429. 

FRIENDS SELECT 

A Quaker, /Yfe·k - 12, diverse, coed, college preparatory school 
located at the center of Center Cicy Philadelphia 

r. 4 
Gu•deOne· 

fnsur~nce 

17th & Benjamin Franklin Parkway • Philadelphia • 215.561.5900 x 104 • friends-select.org 

Quaker House 
Fayetteville/ Ft. Bragg NC 

40 Year-s of Front-line Peace Witness ... 
. . . And Just Getting Started! 
Read Our New Book: 

YES To The Troops. · 
NO To The Wars. 

Quaker House 
223 Hillside Avenue 

Fayetteville NC 28301 
www.quakemouse.ary 

Chuck Fager, Director 

IDewr~-
.e~~[~{~ic~man 

Car~t~@J 
www.mtcalligraphy.com 
306 Pleasant Street, Holyoke, MA 01040 

(413) 529-9212 E-mail: mary@mtcalligraphy.com 
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*All graduates accepted to college 

*Self-directed, lifelong learning 

*3: 1 student-to-teaclier ratio 

*Organic garden and farm 

*Supportive ana diverse community 

*Laptop computer program 

*Daily Collection, weekly 

Meeting for Worship 

Brooklyn Friends School 
Brooklyn, NY 

Head of School 
July 1, 2010 

Brooklyn Friends School seeks an experienced education­
al leader with Friends school experience. BFS enrolls 650 stu­
dents in grades PS-12 a:nd is located near Borough Hall in down­
town Brooklyn. The school is academically strong, racially and 
ethnically diverse, and grounded in Friends principles and phi­
losophy. It plans to expand in the next five years. BFS has re­
markable programs in the arts and service learning and bas in­
stituted the International Baccalaureate (IB) option for 11th and 
12th grades. More information is available at: www. brooklyn­
friends.org. 

Interested candidates should send a cover letter, resume, 
and statement of educational philosophy to Clay V. Stites, Re­
source Group 175, PO Box 104, Dartmouth, MA 02714. 
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internationalism, even in the realm where 
it can do the most good: the open seas. 

David Morse 
Storrs, Conn. 

Jesus and the money­
changers 

In Philadelphia, check-cashing shops 
are commonly known as "currency 
exchanges," because {for a fee) they bridge 
the gap between the check-and-credit 
economy used by employers and bill 
collectors, and the cash economy used in 
the neighborhoods. Those who can't get 
bank accounts because of credit problems 
or obstacles to getting ID lean particularly 
heavily on such currency exchanges. 

I've recencly been following an online 
discussion as to whether Jesus' 
condemnation of the money changers 
outside the temple in Jerusalem could be 
interpreted as a rebuke not just against 
expensive currency exchange, but also 
against unscrupulous mortgage brokers, 
faithless banks and investment companies, 
and other predatory lenders {Mark 11: 
15-33). Certainly in poor neighborhoods, 
there's no shortage of payday lenders, bail 
bondsmen, and Refund Anticipation Loan 
tax preparers alongside check-cashing 
"currency exchange" shops. While these 
businesses offer an essential service, they 
often do so at steep interest. 

One interpretation of the story of the 
money changers is that Jesus quarrels with 
them because, by exchanging Roman and 
foreign currency on Temple property, they 
bring that which is "tumah," (ritually 
impure, belonging to the everyday world) 
into the "tahoe'' {ritually pure) space of the 
Temple. The story makes us examine 
Jesus' teachings on purity and impurity, 
and question his relationship with the 
hegemonic economic system. 

Misinterpreting Jesus' pacifism for 
passivity, many overlook Jesus' many 
tirades against lawyers, rich folks, and 
hypocritical public displays of religion. As 
Mary becomes pregnant before her 
wedding, to the world at the time, Jesus 
might appear as an illegitimate child ("son 
of Mary," not "son ofJoseph")-one of 
society's worst outcasts (Matt. 13:55). No 
wonder he prefers prostitutes to priests! 
Those who consider Jesus a tool of 
conformity have a lot to learn. 

Saying, "My house shall be called the 
house of prayer; but you have made it a 
den of thieves," Jesus overturns the tables 
of the money changers who are selling 
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shekels and animals to worshippers come 
to Jerusalem for Passover from across the 
Roman Empire to pay the temple tax and 
make ritual sacrifice. Jesus further forbids 
anyone to carry any merchandise through 
the temple-a commerce-disrupting act of 
civil disobedience similar to today's 
activists' blockades of ports and roads. 

The money changers' story is not just 
about commerce and profit, however. The 
idea that purity is a fixed line in the 
sand-a commodity to be bought and 
sold-confronts Jesus on several occasions. 
There's the story of the man fallen into the 
hands of thieves, whom priests cannot 
help, because touching a dead body incurs 
ritual impurity that would prohibit them 
from performing their scheduled duties. It 
takes a Samaritan-an outcast-to be this 
man's neighbor (Luke 10:25-37). There's 
also the woman with the issue of blood 
(hemorrhaging) whose touch would expose 
any healer to the ritual impurity of her 
secretions. She tries to sneak some healing 
from Jesus, touching him by surprise; 
when she confesses, he explains that it is 
the power of her own mind that has healed 
her body (Matt. 9:20-22). Again and 
again, Jesus teaches that it is not our 
circumstances (rich or poor, schooled or 
unschooled, clean or unclean), but our 
thoughts, words, and deeds that define us; 
that purity comes not from our outward 
rituals but from inside our hearts. 

Another suggestion as to why Jesus 
objects to money changers is that perhaps 
he condemns making a profit while 
providing a needed service to poor people 
with no other options. Jesus does not 
explicitly condemn the practice of usury. 
In fact, in the parable of the five talents 
(Matt. 25:16), Jesus uses the practice of 
lending at interest as a metaphor for 
spreading the word of God. However, 
Jesus does warn, "You cannot serve both 
God and riches" (Luke 16:13); "Freely you 
have received; freely give" (Matt. 10:8); 
"Give to anyone who asks you, and from 
anyone who wants to borrow from you do 
not turn away" (Matt. 5:42); and , most 
famously, "Forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors" (Matt. 6 :12). 

Jesus admonishes his own disciples not 
to save money for the futu re, nor to make 
investments; like hobos, his followers are 
advised to ask only, "Give us today our 
bread for today," and counseled, "Do not 
lay up for yourselves treasures on Earth ... 
do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about its own things" 
(Matt. 6: 11-34). So while the current 
credit crisis probably would distress Jesus, 
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he probably would be even more distressed 
that so many people had put so much faith 
in the global credit system to begin with. 

Jesus' lessons about the perils of 
hoarding money go beyond the question 
of whether foreign money, being "impure," 
should mix with Temple affairs, which 
should remain "pure." Around the same 
time, a student asks Jesus, "Is it lawful to 

pay taxes to Caesar, or not? " Jesus, who 
has no money with him, asks the 
quesrioner to show him a Roman coin. 
Seeing Caesar's face on rhe coin, Jesus 
answers, "Render therefore to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's, and to God rhe 
things that are God's" (Matt. 22:16-22). 
Does Jesus then advocate paying tribure to 
the military occupation? 

The rax to Caesar was essentially a land 
tax. Subjecrs of the Roman rule were 
expected to pay for the privilege of living 
on "Caesar's" land. Yet Jesus also teaches, 
"Do nor swear at all: neither by heaven, 
for it is God's throne; nor by the Earth, 
for ir is His foorstool; nor by Jerusalem, for 
it is the ciry of the great King. Nor shall 
you swear by your head, because you 
can nor make one hair white or black" 
(Matt. 5:34-36). This would suggest that 
contracts should not be made at all, if they 
are based on a presumption of ownership 
ofland, or of airspace, or even of one's 
own head. All of rhese things may be 
temporarily used by human beings, but 
ultimarely, they do belong ro God, and 
any tax on them may rhen be based on a 
false premise of human ownership. 

Jesus himself does not save money, but 
makes his way relying on rhe kindness of 
strangers, and advises his followers to do 
the same. "Render to Caesar the rhings 
that are Caesar's," may nor be an 
exhortation to pay our taxes like dutiful 
citizens, but rather to simply render such 
currency worthless by giving it back to the 
occupiers and refusing to use it in daily 
commerce. Jesus also deems the Temple 
rax unnecessary, saying, "The children are 
free," and should not be subject to tribute, 
and advising Peter to use a fish to pay the 
Temple tax. Again, the message may be to 
use no currency at all, whether Roman 
denarii or holy shekels (Matr. 17:24-27). 

What would Jesus think of today's 
"money changers"? As Jesus explains, 
"Wherever your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also" (Matr. 6:21). Is our 
"treasure" earthly wealrh, or is ir 
something more ? 

Thomas 
Lafayette, Calif. 

Classified rate is 85¢ per word. Minimum charge is 
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Accommodations 
Ashland, Oreg.-Friendly place in Southern Oregon for 
outstanding theater, rafting, fishing, birding, quiet time. Anne 
Hatheway 's B&B end Garden Suites. <WWW.ashlandbandb 
.com>; (800) 643·4434. 

Beacon Hill Friends House: Quaker-sponsored residence 
of 19 interested in community living, spiritual growth, peace, 
and social concerns. All faiths welcome. For information, ap· 
plication: BHFH, 6 Chestnut Street, Boston, MA 02108·3264. 
(617) 227·91 fa. Overnight and short-term accommodations 
also available.<directors@bhfh.org>, <WWW.bhfh.org>. 

Looking for a creative living alternative In New York 
City? Penington Friends House may be the place for you! 
We are looking for people of all ages who want to make 
a serious commitment to a community lifestyle based on 
Quaker principles. For information call (212) 673·1730. We 
also have overnight accommodations. 

Chicago-Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends meetinghouse. Short or long-term. Contact: Sofia 
Community, Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60637. (773) 288·3066. 

Santa F&-Charming, affordable adobe guest apartment 
with kitchenette at our historic Canyon Road meetinghouse. 
Convenient to galleries and downtown. More at <santa-fe. 
quaker.org>. Reservations <guestapartment@yahoo.com> 
or (505) 983· 7241. 

Maml's House, Martha's Vineyard, MA. Contemplative sum­
mer/fall B&B. Informal, contemporary, crafts, natural light, 
sybaritic baths, tranquil setting. Peaceful oasis for hectic 
lives. Bike to ferry, town, beach. For brochure/information/ 
reservations: (508) 696·6198, <marnivh@vineyard.nel>, 
<www.marnishouse.com>. 

QUAKER HOUSE, Managua, Nicaragua. Simple hospitality, 
dorms, shared kitchen or catering, meeting space, Internet, 
laundry, library. For individual travelers, volunteers and 
groups <managua@pronica.org>, <WWW.pronica.org>, 011 
(505) 266·3216, (727) 821·2428. 

CAPE COD, MA. Quiet setting, 4 bedroom, 1-112 bath house, 
sleeps 8·1 0. Handicap accessible. Non-smoking. Great for 
retreats, family gatherings, travelling friends. Next to historic 
West Falmouth Meeting House. Walk to beach, bike path, 
market. Available Sept·May. Reasonable rates. Call (508) 
563·7112. <WWW.westfalmouthfriends.org>. 

SEATTLE QUAKER HOUSE: Two travelers' rooms/shared 
bath. Free parking/Wi·Fi. Microwave/refrigerator. Close to 
Metro/University of Washington/shopping. Suggested dona· 
lion: $40·$50. (206) 632·9839, <quakerhouse.sea@gmail 
.com>. 

Coming to London? Friendly B&B. A block from British 
Museum, 10 minutes walk to Friends House. Centrally 
located. Convenient for most tourist attractions. Direct sub­
way from Heathrow. Easy access to most other transport 
links. Quiet, safe, secure. Ideal for persons travelling alone. 
Full English Breakfast included. Complimentary wireless 
connection. +44 20 7636 4718. <office@pennclub.co.uk>, 
<www.pennclub.co.uk>. 

. W ILLIAM 
• PENN 
. HOUSE 
A Qwlker C..- on c.pi!OI Hill 

Hospitality, Washington Quaker 
Workcamps, Internships, vaca· 
tion or lobby; groups, solo . 
515 East Capitol St SE, Wash­
ington, DC 20003. <info@ 
williampennhouse.org>, <WWW. 
williampennhouse.org>. (202) 
543-5560. 

domestic abuse and Quakers. <quakewom@gmail.com>. 

Books & Publications 
SEARCH SHARER. An epic poem (65 pp.) by Martin 
Cobin of Boulder Friends Meeting. A search for answers 
regarding God, creation, infinity, eternity, morality, behavior 
in this life and after death, meaning and purpose. A Hawk 
Production. $15. Order: Martin Cobin, 575 W. Mulberry St., 
Louisville, CO 80027. 

www.vlntagequakerbooks.com. 
Rare and out-of·print Quaker journals, history, religion. 
Vintage Books, 181 Hayden Rowe St, Hopkinton, MA 
01748. Email: <Vintage@gis.nel>. 

· The Tract Associat ion of Friends 
(founded: 1816) 

Offers Friends Calendar, pamphlets, and books on Quak· 
er faith and practice. 1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, 
PA 19102·1403. <WWW.tractassoclation.org>; phone (215) 
579·2752; e-mail <lractassn@verlzon.nel>. I .. ,., .. , ............ ,., -· 00 

many facets of Quaker life, thought, and 
spirituality, readable iri one sitting. Subscribe to 
receive five pamphlets/year for $25 (US). Also 
available: every pamphlet published previously 

by Pendle Hill. (800) 742·3150 ext. 2 or <bookstore@ 
pendlehill.org>. <www.pendlehill.org>. 

Western Friend (formerly Friends Bulletin), a magaz1ne by 
Western Friends, supporting the spiritual lives of Friends 
everywhere. Subscription $29, 10 issues. 6 month intro 
subscription just $10. Email for free sample copy. <editor 
@westernfriend.org>. Western Friend, 833 SE Main St. 
Mailbox #138, Portland, OR 97214. Visit <Westernfriend. 
org> for news, photos, more. 

Opportunities 
THE PEACEABLE TABLE 

A Free Online Journal for Quakers 
and Other People of Faith 

<WWW.vegetarianfriends.net> 

Do you care about the future 
of the Religious Society of Friends? 

Support growing meetings and a spiritually vital Quaker­
Ism for all ages with a deferred gift to Friends General 
Conference (bequest, charitable gift annuity, trust). 

m For information, please contact Michael 
Wajda at FGC, 1216 Arch Street, .2-B, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107; (215) 561-1700; 
<michaelw@fgcquaker.org>. 

Connecting Friends 
Crossing Cul turws 
Changing Lives 

Vincula a los Amlgos 
Sobrwpasa Barrwras Culturales 
Cambia Vidas 

FW 
cc 

Contact Friends World Committee for Consultation 
Section of the Americas for information about planned 
gift opportunities ranging from life income gifts (such as 
charitable gift annuities) to language for including FWCC 
in your estate plans. Louise Salinas, Associate Secretary, 
(215) 241·7251 , <louises@twccamericas.org>. 

Casa de los Amlgos, a Quaker peace and hospitality center 
in Mexico City, seeks volunteers to serve 3-12 months. Foster 
community, build peace, live simply. Accommodations pro· 
vided, Spanish proficiency required. <WWW.casadelosamigos 
.org>, <amigos@casadelosamigos.org>. 

Consider affordable 360-degree mountain view, desert 
home sites in uncrowded, sunny Southern Arizona. <www 
.arizonafriends.com>. Roy Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 1182 Horn­
beam Road, Sabina, OH 45169. Telephone: (937) 728·9887. 

Costa Rica Study Tours: Visit the Quaker community in 
Monteverde. For information and a brochure contact Sarah 
Stuckey: +011 (506) 645-5436; write: Apdo. 46-5655, Mon­
teverde, Costa Rica; e-mail: <crstudy@racsa.co.cr>; <WWW. 
crstudytours.com>; or call in the USA (937) 728-9887. 

Peaceful ridge-top sanctuary hosting workshops with 
Quaker-related themes, group retreats, and individual so· 
journs. See our website for a full program listing. Woolman 
Hill Quaker Retreat Center, 107 Keels Road, Deerfield, MA 
01342; (413) 774·3431 ; <www.woolmanhill.org>. 
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• Featuring poet and Autho'r J-u-lia 
E A R L H A M Kasdorf and a variety of workshops 

SCHOOL •/ RELI GION on Writing and publiShing. For regis­
tration information visit <esr.earlham.edu/events> or call 
(800) 432·1377. 

Come to Pendle Hill 
September 18-20: Faithful, Effective Work for Peace 
and Justice: 5th Annual Retreat for Peace & Social 
Concerns Committee members, with Mary Lord, Clin­
ton Pettus, and other leaders; and Lives of Service: A 
Working Retreat, with Bob Denison and the Pendle Hill 
maintenance team 
September 25-27: Nurturing Our First Day Schools, 
with Helen Garay Toppins and Pamela Wood 
October 9-11: The Wisdom to Know the Difference: a 
weekend on discernment, with Eifeen Flanagan 
October 30-November 1: Inward Activism and Outward 
Prayer, with Daniel 0. Snyder 
November 1-5: Holding in the Light, Framing the 

I 
Sacred: Photography in the Digital Age, with 
Sharon Gunther 
Contact: Pendle Hill, 338 Plush Mill Road, 
Wallingford, PA 19086·6023, (800) 742·3150, 
extension 3. <www.pendlehill.org>. 

Consider Preferred Equity Shares In Corporacion Mon· 
teverde, Costa Rica, Cheese Factory. Special opportunity 
if purchased before December 31st, 2009. Five percent 
annually U.S. dollars guaranteed first five years plus 
opportunity for growth in fifty-five-year-old company op· 
erated on Quaker principles. Company prospectus will 
be mailed upon request. (937) 728·9887 or · <rstuckey1 
@earthlink.net>. 

Personals 

Concernedc5i~ 
Concerned Singles links socially conscious singles who 
care about peace, social justice, race, gender equity, en-
vironment. Nationwide/international. All ages, straighVgay. 
Since ·1984. Free sample: Box 444-FJ, Lenox Dale, MA 
01242; (413) 243·4350; <www.concernedsingles.com>. 

QuakerSingles.org 
Connect with like-minded Friends. 

Forums, Photos, Private Messaging, and more 
lfs Friendly, It's Free, It's Fabulous 

Contact: <peer@quakersingles.org> (336) 509·2520. 

Positions Vacant 

~~\ENos Upper School Principal 
,.,,;.., • .r0 Sidwell Friends School 

cS · "'; gSidwell Friends, a co-educational 
v; ~I! .-Quaker independent day school in 
~ · ' 0 Washington, DC, seeks an experienced 
-1.r ~::> and dynamic educator to serve as 

lflNGTO Upper School Principal. The Principal 
is the chief academic and administrative officer of the 
high school (480 students, grades 9-12), having re­
sponsibility for all aspects of curricular and co-curricular 
programs. He/she supervises a staff that includes the 
Dean of Students, Academic Dean, Director of College 
Counseling and all Department Heads. The Principal 
works closely with a variety of student and parent groups 
and typically teaches one class. He/she is a member of 
the senior administration, reporting directly to the Head 
of School. 

A master's degree or doctorate is preferred, in addi· 
lion to 7-10 years of both administrative and teaching 
experience in secondary or higher education. Familiarity 
with the tenets and practices of the Religious Society 
of Friends is highly desirable. The position is available 
July 1, 2010. Salary and benefits are highly competitive. 
Candidates should send a resume, cover letter, statement 
of educational philosophy and the contact information tor 
three references to: 

Human Resources Director 
Sidwell Friends School 

3825 Wisconsin Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016 

Fax: (202) 537-2418 
<HR@sidwell.edu> 
<www.sidwell.edu> 

Sidwell Friends is an equal opportunity employer 
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PO Box 104, Dartmouth, MA 02714. (508) 636·4984. <clay. 
stites@ comcast.net>. 

Youth Director needed for part-time pos~ion at Wilmington 
Friends Meeting (Quaker). This pos~ion includes developing 
activities and ministry programs for children and youth based 
on the mission of the Meeting, and under the care of the 
Christian Education Committee and Pastor. Please send a 
cover letter and resume to Wilmington Friends Meeting, 66 
N. Mulberry St., Wilmington, OH 45177. For more informs· 
lion, please visit <www.wfmeeting.org>. Resumes will be 
accepted until position is filled. 

Heed of School: Brooklyn Friends School, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
grades PS-12, seeks an experienced, dynamic Friends 
educator to begin July 1, 201 o. Inquiries should be sent to 
Clay V. Stites, PO Box 104, Dartmouth, MA 02714. (508) 

• 636-4984. <clay.stites@comcast.neb. 

CARETAKER NEEDED 
Concord Friends Meeting seeks a live-in caretaker for the 
historic Chichester Friends Meetinghouse, located in 
Boothwyn, PA. The Caretaker is responsible for maintaining 
the Meetinghouse, the Caretaker's house, and approxi· 
amately 9 acres of property. In addition, duties shall include 
opening the Meetinghouse two or more times a year for 
meeting for worship, sharing some of the history of the 
Meeting with visitors, hosting school groups, and being a 
Friendly presence in the community. · 
For information, contact: Raymond Hamilton, 613 Haudie 
Ann, Boothwyn, PA 19061 (61 O) 485·0566 or at <ray­
ham613@aol.com>. 

Real Estate 
Quaker Commercial Realtor specializing in income prop· 
erty sales and 1031 replacements nationally. Call Allen 
Stockbridge, JD, CCIM at (877) 658·3666. 

Sale or Rent with Purchase Option 
Restored 1832 farmhouse with 12 acres and Biodynamic 
CSA. 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, outbuildings included. 
Located 12 miles west of Ann Arbor, MI. (734) 657-0911. 
<iyingling@ earthlink.neb. 

Rentals & Retreats 
Italy. For writers, artists, musicians or families, a peaceful 
cottage in the woods on an Umbrian hillside: large living 
room, kitchen/dining room, one bathroom, two bedrooms 
(sleeps maximum 6). Non-smoking. Contact: Allison 
Jablonko, Via della Ginestra, 12, 06069 Tuoro sui Trasimeno 
(PG), Italy. Email: <jablonko@tin.it>. 

Palm Springs, CA: 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath Condo with pa­
tio. Sunny, convenient, quiet. Pool on property. Internet. 
Monthly rental. Convenient to Inland Valley Friends Meet­
ing. <www.bestpalmspringscondo.com>. Email: <info 
@bestpalmspringscondo.com>. Call (951) 312·6836. 

Blueberry Cottage on organic lavender, blueberry, and 
dairy goat farm in the mountains of N. Carolina. Pond, 
mountain views, protected river. Sleeps 8+. Family farm visit 
or romantic getaway. Near Celo Friends Meeting. By week or 
day. <www.mountaintarm.nel> or (866) 212-2100. 

Bald Head Island, N.C. Panoramic view of ocean, dunes, 
lagoon, and golf course from four-bedroom, two-bathroom, 
beautifully furnished house with wrap-around deck, two elec­
tric golf carts. 14 miles of beach, championship golf, tennis, 
croquet, swimming, and fishing. 13,000 acres of maritime 
wilderness, creek system and trails through forest. Many 
birds and wildflowers. No cars on island. Peaceful, friendly. 
Rental by day or week. Tel: (215) 859·85721(215) 283· 7363. 
E-mail: <roljanhenderson @yahoo. com>. 

Pocono Manor. Beautiful, rustic mountain house suitable 
tor gatherings, retreats, and reunions. Seven bedrooms. 
Three full baths. Beds for 15. Fully equipped. Deck with 
mountain view. Hiking trails from back door. Weekends or 
by the week, April through October. Contact Melanie Douty: 
(215) 736·0948. 

Provence, France. Beautiful secluded stone house, vii· 
lage near Avignon, 3 BR (sleeps 5-6), kitchen/dining room, 
spacious living room, modern bathroom. Terrace, court­
yard, view of medieval castle. Separate second house 
sleeps 4. Both available year-round $1 ,200-$2,900/mo. 
<www.rent-in-provence.com>. Marc Simon, rue Oume, 
30290 Saint Victor, France, <msimon@wanadoo.fr>; 
or J. Simon, 124 Bondcroft, Buffalo, NY 14226; (716) 
836-8698. 

Chincoteague Island, VA. Choice of adjacent, 1920s, 
equipped vacation homes sleeping 8-10. Protected As­
sateague Island nearby (ponies, ocean beaches, birds). 
September until June; approx. $250/weekend, $500/wk. Pome 
pets OK. (703) 448-8678, <markvanraden @yahoo.com>. 

462-9449 evenings, or <broken@comcast.neb. 

Cape May, N.J. Beach House-weekly rentals; week­
end rentals in off-season. Sleeps 12+. Great for family 
reunions! Block from beach. Close to mall. Ocean views 
from wraparound porch. Call: (718) 398-3561. 

Retirement Living 
Living in Retirement: People who believe in peace 
and justice never retire, they just move to Uplands! 
An ecumenical community with UCC relationship. 
<www.UplandsVillage.com>. (931) 277-3518. 

I 
Friends Homes, Inc., founded by North Carolina 
Yearly Meeting of the Society of Friends, has 
been providing retirement options since 1968. 
Both Friends Homes at Guilford and Friends 
Homes West are fee-for-service, continuing 
care retirement communities offering in­
dependent living, assisted living, and skilled 

nursing care. Located in Greensboro, North Carolina, 
both communities are close to Guilford College and 
several Friends meetings. Enjoy the beauty of tour 
seasons, as well as outstanding cultural, intellectual, 
and spiritual opportunities in an area where Quaker 
roots run deep. For information please call: (336) 292· 
9952, or write: Friends Homes West, 6100 W. Friendly 
Avenue, Greensboro, NC 27410. Friends Homes, Inc. 
owns and operates communities dedicated to the 
letter and spirit of Equal Housing Opportunity. <www. 
triendshomes.org>. 

MEDFORD LEAS 

A Quaker-related community 
for those age 55+ 

Visit us and learn all about our: 

o Two beautiful campuses in Medford and Lumberton, NJ 
o Over 200+ acres of arboretum settings 
o Wide choice of garden-style home & apartment designs 
o Dynamic, resident-driven community life 
o Ideal locations for culture & recreation 
o Superior health & wellness services 
For details on our community and our many programs 
open to the public-call us at (800) 331-4302 or visit our 
website <www.medfordleas.org>. 
Home of the Lewis W. Barton Amore tum & Nature Preserve 
Member, Greater Philadelphia Gardens 

SERVICES R)R OLDER PEOPLE 

Kendal communities and services reflect sound man­
agement, adherence to Quaker values, and respect for 
each individual. 
Continuing care retirement communities: 
Kendal at Longwood; Crosslands- Kennett Square, Pa. 
Kendal at Hanover-Hanover, N.H. 
Kendal at Oberlin--Oberlin, Ohio 
Kendal at ithaca- Ithaca, N.Y. 
Kendal at Lexington-Lexington, Va. 
Kendal on Hudson-Sleepy Hollow, N.Y. 
Kendal at Granville-Granville, Ohio 
Independent living with residential services: 
Coniston and Cartmei-Kennett Square, Pa. 
The Lathrop Communities-Northampton and East­
hampton, Mass. 
Nursing care, residential and assisted living: 
Barclay Friends-West Chester, Pa. 

Advocacy/education programs: 
Untie the Elderly-Pa. Restraint Reduction Initiative 
Kendal Outreach, LLC 
Collage, Assessment Tool for Well Elderly 
For information, contact: Doris Lambert, The Kendal 
Corporation, 1107 E. Baltimore Pike, Kennett Square, 
PA 19348. (610) 335-1200. 
Email <info@kcorp.kendal.org>. 
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quietly providing excellent care to 
older persons for over a century. Call today for ·a 
tour: (484) 760-6300, or visit our brand new website 
<www.thehickman.org>. 

Schools 
Stratford Friends School provides a strong academic 
program in a warm, supportive, ungraded setting for chil­
dren ages 5 to 13 who learn differently. Small classes 
and an enriched curriculum answer the needs of the 
whole child. An at-risk program for five-year-olds is avail· 
able. The school also offers an extended-day program, 
tutoring, and summer school. Information: Stratford 
Friends School, 2 Bishop Hollow Road, Newtown Square, 
PA 19073. (610) 446·3144. <gvare@stratfordfriends.org>, 
<WWW.stratfordfriends.org>. 

Arthur Morgan School (AMS) is a boarding and day school 
for 29 students, grades 7-9, located in the western N.C. 
mountains. AMS features small academic classes, a strong 
outdoor program, community service opportunities, consen­
sus decision-making, and daily work projects. Students are 
encouraged to question and evaluate, think creatively and 
work cooperatively. For information about admissions or 
hiring: (828) 675-4262; <info@arthurmorganschool.org>; 
<www.arthurmorganschool.org>. 

United Friends School: coed; preschool-S; emphasizing 
integrated, developmentally appropriate curriculum, after· 
school arts, sports, and music programs. Busing available. 
1018 West Broad Street, Quakertown, PA 18951. (215) 
538·1733. <www.unitedfriendsschool.org>. 

Lansdowne Friends School-a small Friends school 
for boys and girls three years of age through sixth grade, 
rooted in Quaker values. We provide children with a quality 
academic and a developmentally appropriate program in a 
nurturing environment. Whole language, thematic educa­
tion, conflict resolution, Spanish, after-school care, summer 
program. 110 N. Lansdowne Avenue, Lansdowne, PA 19050. 
(610) 623·2548. 

THE WOOLMAN SEMESTER 
Friends high school intensive 
Interdependent studies of peace, justice & 
sustainability 
Project-based learning 
Living in Quaker community 
Extensive service-learning trips. 
Call (530) 273-3183 to learn 

Frankford Friends School: coed; Pre·K to grade 8; serving 
center city, Northeast, and most areas of Philadelphia. We 
provide children with an affordable yet challenging academic 
program in a small, nurturing environment. Frankford Friends 
School, 1500 Orthodox Street, Philadelphia, PA 19124. 
(215) 533·5368. 

Services Offered 

Ahimsa Graphics 
Wedding Certificates, Celebrations of Commitment 
calligraphy, illustration, custom design 
Contact: PennyJackim: <ahimsa@earthlink.net:> 
(410) 783·1972 
Samples: <www.pennyjackim.calligraphicarts.?rg> 

Painting/Restoration/Aiterations-<:<>mmercial and resi· 
dential in the Philadelphia area, will consider NY. Call for 
brochure. Saunders Company, (215) 766-4819. 

All Things Calligraphic 
Carol Gray, Calligrapher (Quaker). Specializing in wed· 
ding certificates. Reasonable rates, timely turnarounds. 
<www.carolgrayca lligraphy.com>. 

Calligrapher (NEYM) creates individually designed mar· 
riage certificates, birth/naming documents for newborn 
or adopted children, and other one·of-a·kind documents. 
See samples of my work at <wynnellewellyn.com>. Con­
tact me to discuss your needs at (413) 634-5576. <wynne 
@wynnellewellyn.com>. 

Purchase Quarterly Meeting (NYYM) maintains a peace 
tax escrow fund. Those interested in tax witness may 
wish to contact us through NYYM, 15 Rutherford Place, 
New York, NY 10003. 

Custom Marriage Certificates and other traditional or deco­
rated documents. Various calligraphic styles and watercolor 
designs available. Over ten years' experience. Pam Bennett, 
P.O. Box 136, Uwchlan, PA 19480.(610)458-4255.<prbcallig 
@verizon.net:>. 

...__.. ../ Constiti1g Seovi:es 

Doing business with Germans or in Germany? 
Of course they speak English. But they'll respect you 
more if your point person writes and speaks to them in 
German. Associate professor of German available to do 
so on your behalf. 

<meisterp@uah.edu> <cyranoconsuhing.net:> 
Please mention Cyrano Consulting Services in your sub· 
ject line. Call (256) 725·2053 or (256) 824-2347. 

H. Freeman 
\"" () < I \ I I S. I I ( 

Fundralslng Consultants 
www.hfreemanassociates.com 

(610) 909·8385 

By-phone counseling with shamanic, Indigenous, 
Earth·based orientation. Thirty-seven years experience. 
Licensed and traditionally trained as well.lndividual retreats 
also available in remote mountain setting in Montana. (515) 
279·6900 or <geralblanchard@yahoo.com>. 

Summer Camps 

CAMP CELO: A small farm home camp in the North 
Carolina mountains. Under Quaker leadership for over 50 
years. Boys and girls ages 7-12. 3:1 camper/staff ratio. 
<WWW.campcelo.com>, (828) 675-4323. 

Journey's End Farm Camp 
Farm animals, gardening, ceramics, wood shop, out· 
door games. Program centered in the life of a Quaker 
farm family focuses on nonviolence, simplicity, rever· 
renee for nature. Sessions of two or three weeks for 
34 boys and girls, ages 7-12. Apply early for financial 
aid. Welcome all races. One-week Family Camp in 
August. Kristin Curtis, 364 Sterling Road, Newfound· 
land, PA 18445. (570) 689·3911; <WWW.journeysendfarm 
.org>. 

Do you have 
a service to 
offer, a product 
to sell, or a talent 
to promote? How 
about announcements, 
messages, or personal 
requests? Are you looking 
for a job, or do you have a 
job opening? 

FRIENDS JouRNAL advertising 
can help you advance 

· whatever you have 
to offer. 

1216 Arch Street, 2A 

Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835 
(215) 563-8629 

adsales@friendsjournal.org 

A partial listing of Friends meetings In the Unit· 
ed States and abroad. 
o. = Handicapped Accessible 
Meeting Notice Rates: $20 per line per year. 
$26 minimum. Payable a year in advance. No 
discount. New entries and changes: $14 each. 
Notice: A small number of meetings have been 
removed from this listing owing to difficulty In 
reaching them for updated information and 
billing purposes. If your meeting has been 
removed and wishes to continue to be listed, 
please contact us at 1216 Arch Street, Ste. 
2A, Philadelphia, PA 19107. Please accept our 
apologies for any Inconvenience. 

CANADA 
OTTAWA-Worship and First-day school10:30 a.m. 91A 
Fourth Ave. (613) 232·9923. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO-Worship 11 a.m. 60 Lowther Ave. 
(Bloor and Bedford), <tmmfriendshouse@hotmail.com>. 
VANCOUVER-and area, worship 10:30, 1090 W 70th. 
(604) 263·5015. 

BOTSWANA 
GABORONE·Phone/fax (267) 394·7147, 
<gudrun@ info.bw>. 

MEXICO 
MEXICO CITY ..Clerk: Jorge Martinez+ 52 (55) 5399 1930 
<WWW.cuaperosmexicodf.org>. 

NICARAGUA 
MANAGUA-Unprogrammed worship, 10:45 a.m. 1st & 3rd 
Sundays, El Centro de los Amigos, APTDO 5391 , Managua, 
Nicaragua. <WWW.pronica.org>, +011(505) 266-o984. 

PALESTINE/ISRAEL 
RAMALLAH·Unprogrammed worship, Sunday at 10:30 
a.m. Meetinghouse on main street in Ramallah. Contact: 
Jean Zaru, phone: 02·295·2741 . 

UNITED STATES 

Alabama 
BIRMINGHAM-Unprogrammed meeting. 10 a.m. Sundays. 
4413 5th Ave. S., Birmingham, AL 35222. (205) 592·0570. 
FAIRHOPE-Discussion 9 a.m. Unprogrammed meeting 10 
a.m. Sundays. Meetinghouse, 9261 Fairhope Ave., Write: 
P.O. Box 319, Fairhope, AL 36533. (251) 945·1130. 
HUNTSVILLE-Unprogrammed meeting 10 a.m. Sundays. 
(256) 604-0497. P.O. Box 3530, Huntsville, AL 35810. 
ROYAL·10 a.m. (205) 429·3068. Travelers welcome. 

Alaska 
ANCHORAGE-can for time and directions. (907) 2n-6700. 
FAIRBANKS-Unprogrammed, First Day, 10 a.m. Hidden 
Hill Friends Center, 2682 Gold Hill Rd. Phone: 479-3796. 
JUNEAU-Unprogrammed worship on Sundays. Call (907) 
586·4409 or (907) 586·3155. 

Arizona 
FLAGSTAFF-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day 
school, 10 a.m. 402 S. Beaver, 86001. (928) 226-8785. 
McNEAL-Cochise Friends worship group at Friends 
SW Center, Hwy 191, m.p. 16.5. Worship Sun., 11 a .m., 
except June. Sharing, 3rd Sun. 10 a.m. (520) 642·0011 . 
TEMPE-Worship and First-day school 1 0 a.m. 318 E 15th 
St., 85281. (480) 968·3966. <www.tempequakers.org>. 
0. TUCSON-Pima Friends Meeting (unprogrammed). Rrst-day 
school and worship, 8:15and 10a.m.931 N.5th Ave., 85705· 
7723.1nformation: (520) 884-1776. <http://pima.quaker.org>. 

Arkansas 
FAYETTEVILLE-Unprogrammed worship 9 a.m. Sundays, 
6 p.m. Wednesdays. 902 W. Maple. (479) 267·5822. 
HOPE·(Caddo Four States) Unprogrammed worship 
Saturdays, 10 a.m., in Texarkana, AR. For information call 
(870) m -1609. 
LITTLE ROCK-Unprogrammed meeting. Discussion 10 
a.m., worship at 11 a.m. at 3415 West Markham. Phone: 
(501) 664-7223. 
TEXARKANA-Unprogrammed Meeting for worship, Saturdays 
1 0 a.m. 3501 Main Street. For information call (903) 794·5948. 
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California 
ARCATA-11 a.m. 1920 Zehndner. (707) 826·1948. 
BERKELEY-Unprogrammed meeting. Worship, 9 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. 2151 Vine St. at Walnut. (510) 843·9725. 
BERKELEY-Strawberry Creek, P.O. Box 5065, Berkeley, 
CA 94705. (510) 524-9186. Unprogrammed worship 
and First-day school, 10 a.m. at Berkeley Technology 
Acadmey, Martin Luther King Jr. Way and Derby Street. 
<http://strawberrycreek.quaker.org>. 

OAKLAND WORSHIP GROUP-5 p.m. Sundays, at 
the home of Pamela Calvert and Helen Haug, 3708 
Midvale Ave. For more information call (510) 336-9695. 
<http://www.oaklandquakers.org>. 

CHIC0-9::»-10:15 a.m. singing; 10:30 a.m. unprogrammed 
worship, children's classes. Hemlock and 16th Street. 
(530) 345-3753. 
b CLAREMONT-Worship, 9:30 a.m. Classes for children. 
727 W. Harrison Ave., Claremont. 
DAVIS-Meeting for worship First Days, 9:45 a.m. 345 L St. 
Visitors call (530) 758·8492. 
GRASS VALLEY-Meeting for worship, 9:45a.m., 
discussion/sharing, 11 a.m. Sierra Friends Center 
campus, 13075 Woolman Ln. Phone: (530) 272-3736. 
LA JOLLA-Meeting 1 0 a.m. 7380 Eads Ave. Visitors call 
(858) 456·1020. 
MARIN COUNTY-10 a.m. Falkirk Cultural Center 1408 
Mission Ave. atE St., San Rafael, Calif. (415) 43S-5755. 
MARLOMA LONG BEACH-10 a.m. 2935 Spaulding St. at 
Orizaba. (562) 594-Q566. 
MONTEREY PENINSULA-Friends meeting for worship, 
Sundays, 10 a.m. Call (831) 644-0331. 
NAPA-SONOMA-Friends Meeting. Sundays 10 a.m. Cope 
Office Bldg., 1340 4th Street (corner of Franklin St.), Napa, 
CA 94559 (707) 253-1505 or email: <nvquaker@napanet.nel>. 
OJAI-Unprogrammed worship. First Day, 10 a.m. For meeting 
place call (805) 640-<>444. 
PALO ALTO-Meeting for worship and First-day classes for 
children, 10:30 a.m. 957 Colorado. (650) 856-0744. 
PASADENA-orange Grove Monthly Meeting, 520 E. 
Orange Grove Blvd. First-day school tO a.m., meeting for 
worship 11 a.m. Phone: (626) 792·6223. 
REDLANDS..RIVERSIDE·SAN BERNARDINO-Inland 
Valley Friends Meeting. 10 a.m. 4061 Mission Inn Ave., 
R1vers1de, CA 92501. (951) 682-5364 or (909) 882-4250. 
SACRAMENTO-Meeting 10 a.m. 890 57th Street. Phone: 
(916) 457 ·3998. 
SAN DIEGO-Unprogrammed worship, First Days, 10:30 
a.m. 3850 Westgate Place. (619) 687-5474. 
SAN FRANCISCO-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school, 11 a.m., Sundays. 65 9th Street. (415) 431-7440. 
SAN JOSE .Sunday WOIShip at 10 a.m. Fellowship at 11:30 
a.m. 1041 Morse St., San Jose, CA 95126. (408) 246-Q524. 
SAN LUIS OBISPD-Call: (805) 543-2791. 
SANTA BARBARA-2012 Chapala St., Sundays 10 a.m., 
children's program. (805) 687-0165. 
SANTA MONICA-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school, 10 a.m. 1440 Harvard St. Phone: (310) 828-4069. 
I> SANTA ROSA-Redwood Forest Meeting. Worship 10 
a.m. 1647 Guerneville Rd. Phone: (707) 578·3327. 
SEBASTOPOL-Apple Seed Mtg. Unprogrammed worship 
10 a.m. Garzot Bldg., libby Park (cor. Valentine and 
Pleasant Hill Rd.). (707) 573-6075. 
STOCKTON-Delta Meeting, Unprogrammed, 10 a.m. 2nd 
First Day, 645 W. Harding Way (Complementary Medical 
Center). For info call (209) 478-8423. 
VISALIA-Worship 10:30 a.m. 17208 Ave. 296, Visalia. 
(559) 734-8275. 

Colorado 
BOULDER-Meeting for worship 8:30a.m. and 10 a.m. 
First-day school and childcare available 10 a.m. 1825 
Upland Avenue. Phone Mary Hey at (303) 442-3638. 
COLORADO SPRINGS..Sunday at 10 a.m. with concurrent 
First-day school, call for location, (719) 685·5548. Mailing 
address: Colorado Springs Friends Meeting, P.O. Box 
2514, Colorado Springs, CO 80901-2514. 
DENVER-Mountain View Friends Meeting, 2280 South 
Colu~bine St. Worship and adu~ discussion, 9 a.m. Worship 
and F1rst-day school, 10:30 a.m. Westside worship at 383 
S. Harlan, #200, Lakewood, 10 a.m. Phone: (303) 777· 
3799 or 235-0731. 
b DURANGO-Unprogrammed worship, First-day school, 
and adult discussion. 803 County Rd. 233. (970) 247-
0538 or (970) 247-5597. Please call for times. 
FORT COLLINS-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school, 10 a.m. 2222 W. Vine. (970) 491-9717. 
<www.fortcollinsquakers.org>. 

Connecticut 
HARTFORD-Meeting and First-day school, 10 a.m. 
Discussion 11 a.m. 144 South Quaker Lane, West 
Hartford. Phone: (860) 232-3631. 
MIDDLETOWN-Worship and First-day school, 10 a.m. 51 
Lawn Ave. Phone: (860) 347-8079. 
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NEW LONDON-Meeting for worship and First-day school, 
10 a.m., discussion, 11 a.m. Friends Meetinghouse, 176 
Oswegatchie Rd., off Niantic River Rd., Waterford, Conn. 
(860) 444-1288 or 572-Q143. 
b . NEW MILFORD-Housatonic Meeting. Worship and 
F1rst-day school. Rte. 7 at Lanesville Rd. Worship 10 a.m. 
Phone: (860) 355-9330. 

Delaware 
CAMDEN-Worship 11 a.m., (10 a.m. in summer) First­
day sch. 10 a.m., 2 mi. So. of Dover, 122 E. Cam-Wyo 
Ave., Camden. (302) 734-1279; (302) 698-3324. 
CENTRE-Meeting for worship 11 a.m. 1 mile east of 
Centreville on the Centre Meeting Rd. at Adams Dam Rd. 
HOCKESSIN-Worship 10:45 a.m. First-day school tO 
a.m. Sept.-May. Childcare provided year-round. NW 
from Hockessin-Yorklyn Rd. at first crossroad, 1501 Old 
Wilmington Rd. (302) 239-2223. 
LEWES-Friends Worship Group, 10 a.m. Sunday and 7 
p.m. Wednesday. Call for directions, (302) 645·5288 or 
(302) 644-4454 or consult <WWW.delmarvaquakers.org>. 
ODESSA-Worship, first and third Sundays, 11 a.m., W. 
Main Street. · 
WILMINGTON-Worship and First-day school, Sundays 10 
a.rl). 401 N. West St., 19801. Phone: (302) 652-4491. 

District of Columbia 
CAPITOL HILL WORSHIP GROUP-At William Penn House, 
515 E. Cap1tol St. SE, at 7:30a.m. seven days a week. 
FRIENDSHIP PREPARATIVE MEETING-At Sidwell 
Friends Upper School, 3825 Wisconsin Ave. NW, Kogod 
Arts Bldg. Worship at 11 a.m. First Days. 
WASHINGTON-Friends Meeting of Washington, 2111 
Flonda Ave. NW (north of Dupont Circle Metro, near 
Conn. Ave.), (202) 483-3310. <www.quaker.org/fmw>. 
Unprogrammed meetings for worship are regularly held at: 

MEETINGHOUSE-2111 Florida Ave. Worship at 9 a.m., 
10:30 a.m., and 6 p.m. Sundays; also 7 p.m. Wednesdays. 
First-day school at 10:50 a.m. 
QUAKER HOUSE-2121 Decatur Pl., next to 
meetinghouse. Worship at 10:30 a.m. with special 
welcome for Lesbians and Gays. 

Florida 
CLEARWATER-clerk: Peter Day, 8200 Tarsier Ave., New 
Port Richey, FL 34653-6559. (727) 372-6382. 
DAYTONA-Ormond Beach-Halifax Friends Meeting for 
Worship, 2nd and 4th First Days at 10:30 a.m. 87 Bosarvey 
Dr., Ormond Beach. (386) 677-6094 or (386) 445-4788. 
DELAND-Meeting for worship 10 a.m., 312 West New 
York Ave., Deland. Info: (386) 774-4529. 
FT. LAUDERDALE-Meeting 11 a.m. Information line, 
(954) 566-5000. 
FT. MYERS..Meeting at Calusa Nature Center, First Days 
at 10:30 a.m. Telephone: (863) 699-1276. 
FT. MYERS-Worship group. 4272 Scott Ave., Fort Myers, 
FL 33905.10:30 a.m. First Day. (239) 337-3743. 
FT. PIERCE-Treasure Coast Worship Group, 10:30 a.m. 
(772) 460-8920 or (772) 569-5087. 
GAINESVILLE-Meeting and First-day school, 11 a.m. 702 
NW 38 St., Gainsville, FL 32607. (352) 372·1 070. 
JACKSONVILLE-Meeting for worship, First Days. For 
location and time phone (904) 768-3648. 
KEYWEST-Meetingforworship, First Day, 1 Oa.m.618Grinnell 
St. Garden in rear. Phone: Barbara Jacobson (305) 296-2787. 
LAKE WALES..Worship group, (863) 676-2199 or (863) 
635-9386. 
LAKE WORTH-Palm Beach Meeting, 823 North A St. 
10:30 a.m. Phone: (561) 585-8060. 
MELBOURNE-(321) 961-5267. For location and time call 
or visit <www.seymmeetings.org/SpaceCoasVSC.htm'l>. 
MIAMI-CORAL GABLES-Meeting and First-day school, 
10:30 a.m. 1185 Sunset Dr. (305) 661-7374. Co-clerks: 
Rustin Lenvenson, Warren Hoskins. <http://miamffriends.org>. 
ORLANDO-Meeting and First-day school, 10:00 a.m. 316 
E. Marks St., Orlando, 32803. (407) 425-5125. 
ST. PETERSBURG-Meeting for worship and First-day school, 
10:30 a.m. 130 19th Ave. S.E. Phone: (727) 896-Q310. 
SARASOTA· Worship 10 a.m., discussion 11 a.m. 3139 
57th St., Sarasota, FL. NW corner 57th St. and Lockwood 
Ridge Rd. (941) 358-5759. 
TALLAHASSEE-2001 S. Magnolia Dr., 32301; hymn 
s1ngmg 10 a.m., worship 10:30 a.m.; midweek worship 
and Bible study. (850) 878-3620 or 421-6111 . 
TAMPA-Meeting and First-day school, 10 a.m. 1502 
W. Sligh Ave. Phone contacts: (813) 253-3244, 
<www.tampafnends.org>. 
WINTER PARK-Meeting 10 a.m. Alumni House, Rollins 
College. Phone: (407) 843-2257. 

Georgia 
ATHENS-Unprogrammed worship and First-day school 
9:30a.m. Sunday, discussion 11-12. On Poplar St. in the 
parsonage ol Oconee St. Methodist Church. (706) 353·2856. 

ATLANTA-Worship and First-day school tO a.m. 701 W. 
Howard Ave., Decatur, GA 30030. (404) 377-2474. 
SAVANNAH-First Day, 11 a.m. Trinity Methodist Church, 
Telfair Square, 3rd floor. Use side door and look for our 
signs. Info: (912) 341-0696. 
ST. SIMONS ISLAND-Meeting for worship. For information, 
call (912) 635-3397 or (912) 638-7187. 

Hawaii 
BIG ISLAND-I 0 a.m. Sunday. Unprogrammed worship and 
lunch at a~ernatinglocations. Call (808) 322-3116, 325-7323. 
HONOLULU-Sundays, 9:45a.m. hymn singing; 10 a.m. 
worship and First-day school. 2426 Oahu Ave., 96822. 
Overnight inquiries welcomed. Phone: (808) 988-2714. 
MAUl-Friends Worship Group. Call for meeting times and 
locations; Jay Penniman (808) 573-4987 or <jfp@igc.org>. 

Idaho 
BOISE-Boise Valley Friends. Unprogrammed worship, 
9:30 a.m. First Day. 801 S. Capitol Blvd. (Log Cabin 
literary Center). (208) 344-4384. 
MOSCOW-Pullman-Moscow Meeting, Campus Christian 
Center, 822 Elm St., Moscow. Unprogrammed worship 
11:30 a.m. Sunday. Child care. (208) 882-5120. 
SANDPOINT-Friends Meeting, unprogrammed worship 
at 1025 Alder St., 10 a.m. Sundays. For information call 
Elizabeth Willey, (208) 263-4788. 

Illinois 
BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL-Sunday morning 
unprogrammed worship at 11 a.m. in homes. Newcomers 
welcomed. Please call Meeting Clerk Larry Stout at (309) 
888-2704 for more information. 
CHICAG0-57th St., 5615 Woodlawn. Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Monthly meeting follows on third Sunday. Phone: (773) 
288-3066. <WWW.57thstreetmeeting.org>. 
CHICAGD-Chicago Monthly Meeting, 10749 S. Artesian 
Ave. Worship 10 a.m. Phone: (312) 445-8949. 
CHICAGO-Northside (unprogrammed). Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 408429, Chicago, ll60640. Worship 10 a.m. 
at 4427 N. Clark, Chicago (Japanese American Service 
Committee). Phone: (773) 784-2155. 
DOWNERS GROVE-(West Suburban Chicago) Worship 
and First-day school 10:30 a.m. 571 0 Lomond Ave. (Exit 
1-355 at Maple Ave., East 3 blocks, turn right on Lomond). 
Phone: (630) 968-3861 or (630) 852-5812. 
I> EVANSTON-1010 Greenleaf St. (847) 864-8511 
meetinghouse phone. Unprogrammed meeting for worship 
10 a.m. First-day school (except July-Aug.) and childcare 
available. <http://evanston.quaker.org>. 
LAKE FOREST-Worship 10:30 a.m. at meetinghouse. 101 
W. Old Elm Rd. (at Ridge Rd.). Mail: Box 95, Lake Forest, 
IL60045. Phone: (847) 234-8410. 
McNABB-Clear Creek Meeting, 11 a.m. Meetinghouse 2 
mi. south, 1 mi. east of McNabb. (815) 882-2214. 
MONMOUTH-Spoon River Friends Meeting. 10 a.m. in 
homes. (309) 734-7759 for location. 
ROCKFORD-Unprogrammed worship, First Days, 11 a.m. 
(815) 964-7416. 
SPRINGFIELD-Friends Worship Group Sunday morning 
unprogrammed worship at 1 0:30 a.m. in homes. Newoorners 
welcomed. Call (217) 585-8023 for more information. 
UPPER FOX VALLEY-Worship tO a.m., weekly potluck lunch, 
3013 Country Club Rd., Woodstock. Info call: (815) 385-8512. 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN-Meeting for worship 10:30 
a.m., Sunday. 1904 East Main Street, Urbana, ll61802. 
Phone: (217) 328-5853. <WWW.quaker.org/urbanal>. 

Indiana 
BLOOMINGTON-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. Moores 
Pike at Smith Road. (812) 336-5576. 
FALL CREEK-Unprogrammed worship at 10 a.m., children's 
First-day School at 11 a.m. Conservative meeting for 
worship on the 1st First Day of each month at 1 p.m. 
Historic rural meeting, overnight guests welcome. 1794 E. 
SA 38. Contact P.O. Box 561, Pendleton, IN 46064; (765) 
788-7143 or (765) 642-6182. 
I> INDIANAPOLIS-North Meadow Circle of Friends, 1710 
N. Talbott. Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m. Children 
welcome. (317) 926-7657. 
INDIANAPOLIS-Valley Mills Meeting, 6739 W Thompson 
Rd. (317) 856-4368. <www.vmfriends.org>. 
b RICHMOND-Clear Creek, Stout Memorial Meetinghouse, 
on the campus of Earlham College, unprogrammed, 1 0:00 
a.m. (765) 935-5448. 
SOUTH BEND-Unprogrammed worship with concurrent 
First-day school, 10:30 a.m. (574) 255-5781. 
VALPARAISO-Duneland Friends Meeting. Unprogrammed 
worship 10 a.m. Youth Service Bureau, 253 W. lincolnway. 
(219) 926-7411 . 
WEST LAFAYETTE-Unprogrammed worship at 10 a.m. at 
176 E. Stadium Ave., West Lafayette. 
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Iowa 
b AMES-Worship 10 a.m. Sunday. 121 S. Maple. (515) 
232·2763. 
DECORAH-First-day school9:30, worship 10:30. 603 E. 
Water St. (563) 382·3699. Summer schedule varies. 
b DES MOINEs-Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m., discussion 
11:30 a.m. Iowa Yearly Meeting (Conservative), childcare 
provided. Meetinghouse, 4211 Grand Ave. (515) 274-4717. 
b EARLHAM-Bear Creek Meeting. Discussion 10 a.m. 
Worship 11 a.m. (unprogrammed), 18058 Bear Creek Rd. 
One mile north of 1-80 exit #1 04. Call (515) 758-2232. 
K:JNA CITY ..Unprogrammed meeting for worship 10 a.m. 31 1 
N. Linn St. Call (31 9) 351·2234. <WWW.iowacityfriends.org>. 
b WEST BRANCH-Unprogrammed worship at 10 a.m., 
2nd Sunday worship includes business; other weeks, 
discussion follows. 317 N. 6th St. Call: (319) 643·5639. 

Kansas 
b LAWRENCE-Oread Friends Meeting, 1146 Oregon. 
Unprogrammed meeting for worship at 1 0 a.m. Child care 
available. (785) 843-3277. 
MANHATTAN-Unprogrammed meeting. UFM Building, 
1221 Thurston St., First Sundays, Sept.- May, 10 a.m. 
For other meetings and information call (785) 539-2046, 
539-2636, or 565-1 075; or write to Friends Meeting, c/o 
Conrow, 2371 Grandview Terrace, Manhattan, KS 66502. 
TOPEKA-Unprogrammed worship 9:45 a.m. followed by 
discussion. 603 S.W. 8th, Topeka. First-day school and 
childcare provided. Phone: (785) 233·5210 or 220-7676. 
b WICHITA-Heartland Meeting, 14505 Sandwedge Circle, 
67235, (316) 729-4483. First Days: Discussion 9:30 
a.m. Unprogrammed worship 11 a.m. On 2nd First Day 
of month carry-in brunch 9:30 a.m., business 12 noon. 
<http://heartland.quaker.org>. 

Kentucky 
BEREA-Meeting Sunday, 1 o a.m. 300 Hamson Road, Berea, 
KY. (859) 985·8950. <www.bereafriendsmeeting.org>. 
HENDERSON-Friends worship group. Contact: Betsy 
Passmore (812) 422-6714 or <betsp@fusemail.net>. 
LEXINGTON-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. Sundays. 649 Price Ave., Lexington, KY 
40508. Telephone: (859) 254-3319. 
LOUISVILLE-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. 3050 Bon 
Air Ave., 40205. Telephone: (502) 452-6812. 

Louisiana 
BATON ROUGE-Unprogrammed worship 11 :30 a.m. 
Sunday. 2303 Government St. Clerk: Marshall VIdrine 
(225) 629-5362. <WWW.batonrougefriends.net>. 
NEW ORLEANS-Unprogrammed worship Sundays 10 a.m. 
Nursery provided. 921 S. Carrollton Ave. (504) 865-1675. 
RUSTON·(Caddo Four States) Unprogrammed worship, 
call (318) 251·2669 for information. 
SHREVEPORT·(Caddo Four States) Unprogrammed 
worship, Saturdays, 10 a.m., in Texarkana, AR. For 
information call (318) 459-3751. 

Maine 
b BAR HARBOR AREA-Acadia Friends. Unprogrammed 
worship and First-day school, 9 a.m., Neighborhood House, 
Northeast Harbor. (207) 288-4941 or (207) 288-9695. 
BELFAST AREA-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, 10 
a.m. Telephone: (207) 338·3080. 
BRUNSWICK-Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m. 56 Elm St. 
(Rt.24), Topsham. (207) 725-8216. 
CASCO-Quaker Ridge. Unprogrammed worship 10:30 
a.m. summer only. 1814 meetinghouse open to visitors, S 
of Rt. 11 near Hall's Funeral Home. (207) 693·4361. 
b DURHAM-Friends Meeting, on corner of 532 Quaker 
Meetinghouse Rd. and Rt 125, (207) 522·2595, semi· 
programmed meeting for worship, 10:30 a.m. 
FARMINGTON AREA-Unprogrammed meeting for 
worship, 1 Q-11 a.m. 227 Main St., Farmington. Telephone: 
(207) 778-3168 or (207) 778·2268, 
MIDCOAST·Unprogrammed meeting for worship, 10 a.m. 
Friends meetinghouse, Damariscotta. Coming from the 
south on Rt. 1, turn left onto Belvedere Rd., right if coming 
from the north. (207) 563-3464 or 371·2447. 
ORONO-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 10 a.m. 
Orono Senior Center. (207) 862-3957. (207) 296-2926. 
PORTLAND-Unprogrammed worship, First-day school, 
10:30 a.m. 1837 Forest Ave. (Ate. 302). Call for summer 
hours (207) 797-4720. 
SOUTHERN MAINE-Unprogrammed worship, Sundays 
a.m., FMI (207) 282-2717 or (207) 967-4451. 
VASSALBORO-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 
10 a.m. Friends Meetinghouse, Stanley Hill Road, East 
Vassalboro. (207) 923-3572. 
WHITING-Cobscook Meeting, unprogrammed. Worship 
and childcare 10 a.m. (207) 733-2068. 
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WINTHROP CENTER-Friends Church. Winthrop Center 
Rd. (R1e 135 South). Unprogrammed worship 8:30 a.m. 
Programmed worship 10 a.m. (207) 395-4790, e-mail 
<Winthropcenterfriends@hotmail.com>. 

Maryland 
b ADELPHI-Worship and First-day school10 a.m. 
Nursery available. 2303 Metzerott Rd., Adelphi. (301) 445· 
1114 or <http://adelphi.quaker.org>. 
b ANNAPOLIS-351 Dubois Rd. Worship 11 a.m. Phone: 
(410) 573-0364. <WWW.quaker.org/annapoliS>. 
b BALTIMORE-Stony Run: worship 9:30 and 11 a.m., 
except 8:30 and 10 a.m. July and August. 5116 N. Charles 
St. (443) 703-2590. 
BALTIMORE-Homewood: worship and First-day school10:30 
a.m. year-round. 3107 N. Charles St. (410) 235-4438. Fax: 
(410) 235-6058. Email: <homewoodfriends@verizon.net>. 
b BALTIMORE/SPARKS-Gunpowder Meeting. Worship 
and First-day school 10 a.m. Call for directions. Phone: 
(410) 472-4583. 
b BETHESDA-Worship, First-day school, and childcare 
at 11 a.m. on Sundays; mtg. for business at 9:15a.m. 
1st Sun.; worship at 9:30a.m. other Suns. Washington, 
D.C., metro accessible. On Sidwell Friends Lower School 
campus, Edgemoor Lane and Beverly Rd. (301) 986· 
8681. <www.bethesdafriends.org>. 
CHESTERTOWN-chester River Meeting, 124 Philosophers 
Terrace. Worship 11 a.m. Phone (410) 778·2797. 
DARLINGTON-Deer Creek Meeting. Worship 10 a.m. 
Clerk, Mara D. Walter, (410) 457·9188. 
EASTON-Third Haven Meeting, 405 S. Washington St. 
10 a.m. Sun., 5:30 p.m. Wed. John Schreiner, clerk, (41 0) 
745-6124 or (410) 822-0293. 
b ELLICOTT C:ITY-Patapsco Friends Meeting, Mt. Hebron 
House, 10:30 a.m. First-day school, weekly simple meal. 
(410) 465·8554. <WWW.patapscofriends.com>. Worship 
is held each week at: Hagerstown--South Mountain 
Friends Fellowship, Maryland Correctional Institute. 
FALLSTON-Little Falls Meeting, 719 Old Fallston Rd. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. Bobbie Siebens, clerk, (410) 877·3015. 
FREDERICK-Sunday worship 10:30 a.m., First-day 
school10:45 a.m. Wednesday 7 p.m. 723 N. Market St. 
(301) 631-1257. 
SALISBURY-Unprogrammed worship 11 a.m. Carey Ave. 
at Glen. (410) 749-9649. 
b SANDY SPRING-Meetinghouse Road off Md. Rt. 108. 
Worship Sundays, 9:00 and 11 a.m. and Thursdays, 7:30 · 
p.m. Classes Sundays, 11 a.m. First Sunday of month 
worship 9:30 a.m. only, followed by meeting for business. 
Phone (301) 774-9792. 
SENECA VALLEY-Preparative Meeting 11:30 Kerr Hall, 
Boyds. Children's program and weekly potluck. (301) 540-7628. 
SOUTHERN MARYLAND-Patuxent Friends Meeting. 
Worship 10 a.m. 12185 Southern Connector Blvd., P.O. 
Box 536, Lusby, MD 20657. (410) 394-1233. <WWW. 
patuxentfriends.org>. 

Massachusetts 
b ACTON-Worship and First-day school10 a.m. Minute 
Man Arc, 130 Baker Ave. Ext., Concord. (978) 263·8660. 
AMESBURY-Worship 10 a.m. 120 Friend St. Call (978) 
463·3539 or (978) 388·1765. 
AMHERST-GREENFIELD-Mount Toby Meeting. Worship 
and First-day school 10 a.m. 194 Long Plain Rd. (Ate 63), 
Leverett. (413) 548-9188 or clerk (978) 544-3594. 
ANDOVER-LAWRENCE-Worship: Sundays at 2 p.m. 
Forest Street Union Church, 15 Forest Street, Methuen, 
Mass. (978) 470·3580. 
BOSTON-Worship 10:30 a.m. First Day. Beacon Hill 
Friends House, 6 Chestnut St., Boston, 02108. Phone: 
(617) 227-91 18. 
CAMBRIDGE-Sundays 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.; Forum at 
9:30a.m., Mid-week worship Wed. at 8:30a.m., 5 Longfellow 
Park (near Harvard Sq., off Braille St.), (617) 876-6883. 
CAMBRIDGE-Fresh Pond Monthly Meeting. Worship and 
First-day school10 a.m. Cambridge Friends School, 5 
Cadbury Road. 
b FRAMINGHAM-Worship 10 a.m. First-day school. Year 
round. 841 Edmands Rd. (2 mi. west of Nobscot traffic 
lights). (508) 877-1261 . 
b GREAT BARRINGTON-South Berkshire Meeting. 
Unprogrammed: 10:30 a.m. First Day. 280 State Rd. (Rt. 
23). Phone: (413) 528·1230. 
MARTHA'S VINEYARD-Unprogrammed 11 a.m. Hillside 
Village, Edgartown Rd. (508) 693-1834. 
b MATTAPOISETT-Unprogrammed 9:30 a.m., Marion 
Road (Ate. 6). All are welcome. (508) 758-3579. 
NEW BEDFORD-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 10 
a.m. 83 Spring St. Phone (508) 990-0710. All welcome. 
NORTH SHORE-Worship and First-day school 1 0 a.m. Glen 
Urquhart School, Beverly Farms, Mass., (978) 922-2513. 
b NORTHAMPTON-Worship 11 a.m., adult discussion 
9:30; childcare. 43 Center Street. (413) 584·2788. Aspiring 
to be scent-free. 

SANDWICH-East Sandwich Meetinghouse, 6 Quaker Rd., 
N of junction of Quaker Meetinghouse Rd. and Ate. 6A. 
Meeting for worship Sunday 10 a.m. (508) 888-7629. 
WELLESLEY -Meeting for worship and Sunday school 10 
a.m. at 26 Benvenue St. Phone: (781) 237-0268. 
b WEST FALMOUTH-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday. 574 W. Fal. Hwy I Ate. 28A. (508) 398-3773. 
WESTPORT-Worship Sundays 10 a.m. 938 Main Road. 
(508) 636-4963. 
b WORCESTER-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, child 
care, and religious education, 11 am. 901 Pleasant St Phone: 
(508) 754-3887 or <WWW.worcesterfriendsmeeting.org>. 
YARMOlJTH..friends Meeting at 58 North Main Street in South 
Yarmouth, Cape Cod, weJoomes visitors for worship at 10 a.m. 
each Sunday. First-day sch. 10:00-11 :00 a.m. (508) 398-3773. 

Michigan 
b ANN ARBOR-Unprogrammed worship 9 a.m. (except 3rd 
Sunday) and 11 a.m., 1420 Hill St, <WWW.annartx>rfriendorg>, 
office: (734) 761 ·7435, clerk: (734) 662·6704; guestroom 
and residential communily: (734) 274-2411 or email: 
<qhrc.contact@gmail.com>. 
BIRMINGHAM-Meeting 10:30 a.m. Brookside School N.E. 
corner Lone Pine Rd. & Cranbrook Rd., Bloomfield Hills. 
Summer: Springdale Park, (end of} Strathmore Rd. Clerk: 
Ellen Barnes (248) 528-1321. 
CADILLAC. Tustin Friends worship group. Unprogrammed 
worship, Wednesdays, 7 p.m. For additional information: 
<WWW.tustinfriends.org> or call (231) 829-3440, or (231 ) 
829-3328. 
b DETROIT-First Day meeting 10:30 a.m. Call (313) 341· 
9404, or write 4011 Nolfolk, Detroit, Ml48221, for information. 
b EAST LANSING-Red Cedar Friends Meeting. 
Unprogrammed worship and First-day school, 12:30 
p.m. Edgewood UCC Chapel, 469 N. Hagadorn Rd., E. 
Lansing. Worship only, 9:00 a.m., at Everybody Reads 
bookstore, 2019 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 371-
1047 or <redcedar.quaker.org>. 
GRAND RAPIDS.Worship and First-day school10:30 
a.m. (616) 942-4713 or 454-1642. 
b KALAMAZOO-First-day school and adult education 
9:30a.m. Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. Friends 
Meetinghouse, 508 Denner. Phone: (269) 349-1754. 
b MT.PLEASANT.Pine River Friends Meeting. Unprogrammed 
worship 10 a.m., discussion 11 a.m., Wesley Foundation, 
1400 S. Washington St., (989) 772-2421 or (989) 631· 
6667 or <www.PineRiverFriendsMI.org>. 

Minnesota 
BRAINERD-Unprogrammed meeting and discussion, 
Sundays. Call: (218) 963·2976 or (218) 828·1032. 
b DULUTH-Superior Friends Meeting. 1802 E. 1st Street, 
Duluth, MN 55812. Meeting for worship and First-day 
school Sunday, 10 a.m. (218) 724·2659. 
b MINNEAPOLIS.Minneapolis Friends Meeting, 4401 
York Ave. South, Mpls., MN 55410. Call for times. (612) 
926·6159. <www.quaker.org/minnfm>. 
MINNEAPOLIS-Laughing Waters Worship Group 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m., childcare, <www.laughingwatersfriends.org>, 
(612) 724·4956. 
b NORTHFIELO-UnprogrammedworshipandFirst-dayschool, 
10:30 a.m. Sundays, at 313 112 Division St. (upstairs). First 
Sunday of each month, in private homes. Information: Nancy 
Cantwell, (507) 645-4603 or <WWW.cannonvalleyfriends.org>. 
b ST. PAUL-Prospect Hill Friends Meeting. Meets Sun.4 p.m. 
Call (612) 379-7386 or(651) 645·7657forcurrentinformation. 
b ST. PAUL-Twin Cities Friends Meeting, 1725 Grand 
Ave., St. Paul. Unprogrammed worship Sunday at 8:30 
a.m. and 11 a.m., Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Call for times 
of Adult Education, First-day school, and meeting for 
worship with attention to business (651) 699-6995. Visit 
<www.tcfm.org> for more information. 
STILLWATER-St. Croix Valley Friends. Unprogrammed 
worship at 11 a.m. (10 a.m. summer). Phone: (651) 439· 
7981, or 773-5376. 

Mississippi . 
OXFORD-11 a.m., 400 Murray St., (662) 234·1602, 
unprogrammed, email: <wcjordan@bellsouth.nel>. 

Missouri 
COLUMBIA-Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m. 6408 East 
Locust Grove Dr. (573) 474-1827. 
KANSAS CITY-Penn Valley Meeting, 4405 Gillham Rd. 10 
a.m. Call: (816) 931-5256. <WWW.kcquakers.org>. 
b ST. LOUIS-Meeting 10 a.m. First Days. 1001 Park Ave., 
St. Louis, MO 63104. (314) 588·1122. 
SPRINGFIELD-Sunrise Friends Meeting (unprogrammed). 
Worship and First-day school 10:00 a.m. each First Day. 
Call for location: (417) 777·5924. 

Montana 
BILLINGS-Call: (406) 252·5647 or (406) 656-2163. 
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GREAT FALLS-(406) 453-2714 or (406) 453-8989. 
MISSOULA-Unprogrammed. Sundays, 11 a.m. winter; 10 
a.m. summer. 1861 South 121h Street W. (406) 549-6276. 

Nebraska 
KEARNEY-Unprogrammed worship group 4 p.m. 1st 
and 3rd First Days, Newman Center, 821 W. 27th St. Call 
(308) 237-9377. 
LINCOLN-Unprogrammed worship 10:30 a.m. 3319 S. 
46th. Phone: (402) 488-4178. 
OMAHA-Worship 9:45a.m., discussion 11 a.m., First-day 
school available. (402) 553-2211, 391-4765 for directions. 

Nevada 
b RENO-Unprogrammed worship. For information call: 
(775) 329-9400. Website: <WWW.RenoFriends.org>. 

New Hampshire 
CONCORD-Worship 10 a.m. Children welcomed and 
cared for. Merrimack Valley Day Care Center, 19 N. Fruit 
St. Phone: (603) 224-4748. 
DOVER-Unprogrammed worship, 10:30 a.m. 141 Central 
Ave. Childcare available. Clerk, Jnana Hodson: (603) 742-
21 10, or write: 23 Hill St., Dover, NH 03820. 
GONIC-Worship 2nd and 4th First Day at 10 a.m. Corner 
of Pickering Ad. and Quaker Lane. Clerk: Shirley Leslie. 
Phone: (603) 332·5472. 
HANOVER-Worship and First-day school, Sundays, 10 
a.m. Friends meetinghouse, 43 Lebanon St. (next to high 
school). Clerk: Fritz Weiss, (802) 763-2474. 
KEENE-Friends Meeting, unprogrammed, 10 a.m. Children's 
program and child care. Main Entrance, Keene Family 
YMCA, 38 Roxbury St., Keene, NH, Call (603) 357·4905. 
NORTH SANDWICH-1 0:30 a.m. Contact: Clerk, (603) 
284-6843. 
b PETERBOROUGH-Monadnock Meeting at Peterborough/ 
Jaffery line, rte. 202. Unprogrammed meeting for worship, First­
day school and childcare 10:30 am. (603) 532~. 3 Davidson 
Ad., Jaffery, NH 03452. <WWWmonadnockfriends.org>. 
WEARE-10:30. Quaker St., Henniker. Contact M. Baker, 
(603) 478-5650. 

New Jersey 
ARNEY'S MT.-Worship, 10 a.m., 2nd and 4th First Days; 
intersection of rtes. 668 and 669. Snowtime, call (609) 
953-8921 . 
ATLANTIC CITY AREA-Worship 11 a.m. All welcome! 
Call for info: (609) 652·2637 or <www.acquakers.org> 
for calendar. 437-A S. Pitney Rd., Galloway Twp. (near 
intersection of Pitney and Jimmy Leeds.) 
BARNEGAT-Worship 10 a.m., 614 East Bay Ave. Visitors 
welcome. (609) 698-2058. 
CHATHAM-Chatham-Summitt Friends Meeting 158 Southern 
Blvd., Worship and First-day school11 am. (Jul., Aug.,10 am.), 
(973) 635·2161 . <WWW.chathamquakers.org> All welcome. 
CINNAMINSON-Westfield Friends Meeting, 2201 
Riverton Ad. Meeting for worship 11 a.m., First-day school 
1 o a.m. (856) 829·7569. 
CROPWELL·Meeting for worship 10 a.m. Old Marlton 
Pike, one mile west of Marlton. 
b CROSSWICKS-Intergenerational assembly 9:30 a.m. 
September/June. Meeting for worship and First-day 
school 10 a.m. September/June. Meeting for worship 9:30 
a.m. July/August. 15 Front St., Crosswicks. (609) 298· 
4362. Secretary in office Wednesday mornings. 
DOVER-RANDOLPH-Worship and First-day school 11 
a.m. Randolph Friends Meetinghouse, Quaker Church Ad. 
and Quaker Ave. between Center Grove Rd. and Millbrook 
Ave., Randolph. (973) 627.0051. 
GREENWICH-First-day school 10:30 a.m., worship 11 :30 
a.m., Ye GreateSt., Greenwich. (609) 451 -8217. 
HADDONFIELD-Worship 10 a.m.; First-day school 
follows, except summer. Babysitting provided during both. 
Friends Ave. and Lake St. Phone: 428·6242 or 428·5779. 
b MANASQUAN-Adult class 10 a.m., children's class and 
meeting 11 a.m. Ate. 35 at Manasquan Circle. 
MARLTON-See CROPWELL. 
MEDFORD-Worship 10 a.m. First-day school 10:30 
a.m. Union St. Meetinghouse. Call (609) 953·8914, or 
<medfordmeeting@ aol.com>, <medfordfriendsmeeting.org>. 
MONTCLAIR-Meeting and First-day school 11 a.m., 
except July and Aug. 1 o a.m. Park St. and Gordonhurst 
Ave. Phone: (973) 744·8320. Visitors welcome. 
MOORESTOWN-1 18 E. Main St. First Day worship 10 
a.m. Adult RE 9 a.m. (Sept.-May). For info call (856) 235· 
1561 , or email <mmm1802@verizon.net>. 
b MOUNT HOLLY-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. High and 
Garden Sts. Visitors welcome. Call: (609) 261·7575. 
MULLICA HILL-Main St. Sept.-May First-day school 9:45 
a.m., Mealing lor Worship 11 a.m.; June-Aug First-day 
school 9:00 a.m., Meeting for Worship 10:00 a.m. 
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b NEW BRUNSWICK-Meeting and First-day school10:30 
a.m. Meeting only July and Aug., 9:30a.m. 109 Nichol 
Ave. at Hale St. (732) 846-8969. 
NEWTON-Meeting for worship 10--11 a.m. each First Day. 
Sundays. Haddon Ave. and Cooper St., Camden. Chris 
Roberts (856) 966·1376. 
PLAINFIELD-Meeting for worship and First-day school1 0:30 
a.m. 225 Watchung Ave. at E. Third St. (908) 757-5736. 
PRINCETON-Worship 9 and 11 a.m. First-day school 
11 a.m. Oct- May. 470 Quaker Rd. near Mercer St. (609) 
737-7142. 
QUAKERTOWN-Worship and First-day school10:30 a.m. 
Box 520, Quakertown 08868. (908) 735-0353. 
b RANCOCAs-Worship 11 a.m., First-day school10 a.m. 
Summer schedul&-worship only 10 a.m., 6/15-9/15. 201 
Main St., Rancocas (Village), NJ 08073. (609) 267-1265. 
Email: <jeanleas@comcast.net>. 
RIDGEWOOD-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. 224 Highwood Ave. (201) 445·8450. 
SALEM-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m., First-day school 
9:30 a.m. East Broadway. 
SEAVILLE-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. South Shore Ad., 
Ate. 9, Seaville. (609) 624·1165. Beach meeting in Cape 
May-Grant St. Beach, 9 a.m. Sundays, June/Sept. 
SHREWSBURY -Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. Ate. 35 and Sycamore. Phone: (732) 741-4138. 
SOMERSET/MORRIS COUNTIES-Somerset Hills Meeting, 
Episcopal Convent of St. John the Baptist, Mendham, NJ. 
Worship held 9:30 a.m. every First Day, (908) 876-4491 . 
TUCKERTON-Little Egg Harbor Meeting. Left side of Ate. 
9 traveling north. Worship 10:30 a.m. 
WOODBURY-First-day school10 a.m., meeting for worship 
11:15 a.m. 124 North Broad St., Woodbury, NJ 08096. 
Telephone: (856) 845·5080, if no answer call 845·9516. 
WOODSTOWN-First-day school 9:15 a.m. Meeting for 
worship 10:30 a.m. 104 N. Main Street. (856) 769-9839. 

New Mexico 
ALBUQUERQUE-Unprogrammed Meeting for Worship, 
Sundays 10:30 a.m., 1600 5th St. NW (505) 843·6450. 
LAS CRUCE5-Meeting for unprogrammed worship 10 
a.m. 622 N.Mesquite. Call: (505) 647·1929. 
SANTA FE-Mealing for worship, Sundays, 9 and 11 a.m. 
Friends Meetinghouse, 630 Canyon Rd. Phone: 983·7241. 
b SANTA FE-South Santa Fe Quaker Worship Group. 
Ouaker House, 1730 Camino Carlos Rey #209, Santa Fe, NM 
87507. (505) 471-2288. We're on the short end of Camino 
Carlos Rey NW of Cerrillos Road, behind Performance 
Autos, on the top floor of a rust-red office building. 
Unprogrammed worship Sundays 10:30 a.m. Welcome! 
SILVER CITY AREA-Gila Friends Meeting. 10 a.m. at the 
NW Corner of 7th and Arizona. (575) 388-3478 or 535-2856. 
TA05-Ciearlight Worship Group. Last Sunday of the month. 
Peace House, 801 North Paseo del Pueblo. Contact Kevin 
McCourt (575) 779-2110. 

New York 
b ALBANY -Worship and First-day school 11 a.m. 727 
Madison Ave. Phone: (518) 436-8812. 
ALFRED-Worship 10:30 a.m., 6 West University St. 
AMAWALK-Worship 10:30 a.m. Quaker Church Rd., N. of 
Ate. 202-35, Yorktown Heights. (914) 923·1351 . 
BROOKLYN-Worship and First-day school11 a.m. 
(childcare provided). 110 Schermerhorn St. For 
information call (212) 777-8866 (Mon.- Fri., ~5). Mailing 
address: Box 026123, Brooklyn, NY 11202. 
BUFFALO-Worship 10:30 a.m. 1272 Delaware Avenue. 
(716) 892·8645 for further information. 
CENTRAL FINGER LAKE5-Geneva vicinity/surrounding 
counties. Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school. 
Call for time and place: (585) 526-5202 or (607) 243·7077. 
CHAPPAQUA-Unprogrammed meeting lor worship and First· 
day school10:30a.m. Rte.120QuakerRd. (914) 238·3170. 
CLINTON-Mohawk Valley Monthly Meeting. New Swarthmoor 
MeetingHouse,AustinRd.,Ciinton,NY13323.(315)853-3035. 
CLINTON CORNER5-BULLS HEAD-Oswego Monthly 
Meeting. Worship and First-day school10:30 a.m. 1323 
Bulls Head Road (Northern Dutchess County) 1/4 mile E 
of Taconic Pky. (845) 876-3750. 
CORNWALL-Worship with childcare and First-day school, 
10:30 a.m., Quaker Ave. Phone: 534-7474. 
EASTON-Unprogrammed worship. Ate. 40, 20 miles N of 
Troy. (518) 677-3693. 
ELMIRA-10:30 a.m. Sundays. 155 West 6th St. Phone: 
(607) 962·4183. 
FLUSHING-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, First 
Day, 11 a.m. 137-16 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY 
11354. (718) 358·9636. 
FREDONIA-Unprogrammed meeting 10:30 a.m. Call: 
(716) 672-4518 or (716) 358-6419. Summer season 
Chau1auqua lnst. 9:30 a.m. 

HAMILTON-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. Upperville 
Meetinghouse, Route 80, 3 miles W of Smyrna. Phone: 
Paul Buckingham, (315) 824-1382. 
HUDSON-Unprogrammed meeting for worship every 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Telephone: (518) 329·7105 or (646) 
548-4260; email: <janhanvik@yahoo.corn>. 
ITHACA-oct.-May: 11 a.m., Anabel Taylor Hall, Cornell. 
Last Sunday of May-Sept.: 10:30 a.m. 5066 Perry City 
Rd. (607) 273·5421 . <WWW.ithacamonthlymeeting.org>. 
LONG ISLAND QUARTERLY MEETING-Meetings 
normally at 11 a.m. 

BETHPAGE P.M.-Second and fourth First Days 
CONSCIENCE BAY M.M.-St. James. July and August 
9:30a.m. 
JERICHO M.M. 
MANHASSET M.M.-1 0 a.m. 
MATINECOCK M.M.-10 a.m. 
ORIENT-Worship Group, Orient Congregational Church 
in Pasto(s Conference Am., 9 a.m. (631) 477·2235 
PECONIC BAY E.M.·Wainscott Chapel, Wainscott, 10 
a.m. (631) 259-3844 
SHELTER ISLAND E. M.-10:30 a.m. May to October 
WESTBURY M.M. 
Contact us at <komoska@optonline.net> or (631) 283-
3981 . Our website is <WWW.nyym.org/liqm>. 

NEW PALTZ-Worship, First-day school, and childcare 
10:30 a.m. 8 N. Manheim. (845) 255-5791. 
NEW YORK CITY-Brooklyn Meeting at 110 Schermerhorn 
Street: unprogrammed worship every Sunday at 11 a.m. and 
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.; Fifteenth Street Meeting at 15 
Rutherford Place (15th Street), Manhattan: unprogrammed 
worship every Sunday at 9:30a.m. and 11:00 a.m.; Flushing 
Meeting at 137-16 Northern Blvd, Queens: unprogrammed 
worship every Sunday at 11 :00 a.m.; Manhattan Meeting at 15 
Rutherford Place (15th Street): programmed worship every 1st, 
2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays at 9:30am. in Room 1; Morningside 
Meeting at Riverside Church, 91 Claremont Ave., Manhattan 
(W. 120th Street): unprogrammed worship every Sunday at 
11 :00 am. in Am. 12T; Staten Island Meeting: unprogrammed 
worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. Phone (212) 777·8866 
(Mon.-Fri., 9-5) abou1 First-day schools, business meetings, 
and other information. Downtown Manhattan Allowed 
Meeting: outdoors in lower Manhattan, Thursdays 6·7 p.m. 
May-sept. For exact location call (212) 787·3903. 
b OLD CHATHAM-Meeting lor worship 11 a.m. Powell 
House, Ate. 13. Phone (518) 794-0259. 
ONEONTA/COOPERSTOWN-Butternuts Monthly 
Meeting. Phone (607) 547-5450 or (607) 435·9951 . 
ORCHARD PARK-Worship and First-day school 11 a.m. 
East Quaker St. at Freeman Ad. (71 6) 662-5749. 
POPLAR RIDGE-Worship 10 a.m. (315) 364-8102. 
POTSDAM/CANTON-St. Lawrence Valley. Worship 
Sundays 4 p.m. followed by potluck, 24 Leroy St., 
Potsdam, N.Y. (315) 262·2952. 
b POUGHKEEPSIE-Meeting lor worship and Sunday 
school10 a.m. 249 Hooker Ave., 12603. (845) 454·2870. 
PURCHASE-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. Purchase Street (At. 120) at Lake St. 
Telephone: (914) 946·0206 (answering machine). 
b ROCHESTER-84 Scio St. between East Avenue 
and E. Main St. Downtown. Sept.-May 9:45 Adult RE. 
Unprogrammed worship and child care 11 a.m. (Jun.-Aug. 
10 a.m.) Other weekly and monthly worship call for 
information (585) 325-7260. LGBT friendly. 
b ROCKLAND-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
11 a.m. 60 Leber Rd., Blauvelt. (845) 735·4214. 
SARATOGA SPRING5-Worship and First-day school10 
a.m. Phone: (518) 399-5013 or (518) 587-7477. 
b SCHENECTADY-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school, 10 a.m. 930 Albany Street. (518) 374-2166. 
SYRACUSE-Worship 10:30 a.m. 821 Euclid Ave. (315) 
476-1 196. 
b WESTBURY MM (L.I.)-Contact us at (631) 271-4672. 
Our website is <Westburyquakers.org>. 

North Carolina 
ASHEVILLE-Unprogrammed. Religious education 9:30, 
meeting lor worship 10:30. 227 Edgewood Ad., 28804. 
(828) 258-0974. For more information check our website 
<WWW.ashevillefriends.org>. 
BEAUFORT-Unprogrammed. First and third Sundays, 
2:30 p.m., St. Paul's, 209 Ann Street. Discussion, fellowship. 
Tom (252) 728-7083. 
BLACK MOUNTAIN-Swannanoa Valley Friends Meeting. 
137 Center Ave. Unprogrammed worship 9:30a.m. (828) 
669-0832. 
BREVARD-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, 11 a.m. 
(826) 884-7000. 
CELO-Meeting 10:45 a.m., near Burnsville, off At. 80S, 
70 Meeting House Lane, Burnsville, NC 28714, (828) 
675-4456. 
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CHAPEL HILL-Meeting for worship 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
First-day school at 11 a.m., childcare starting 9:30a.m. 
531 Raleigh Rd. Clerk: Jennifer Leeman, (919) 929-9135. 
Meetinghouse, (919) 929-5377. 
o. CHARLOTTE-Unprogrammed meeting for worship and 
First-day school10 a.m., forum 11 a.m. 570 W. Rocky 
River Rd. (704) 599-4999. 
DAVIDSON-10 a.m., check <http://davidson.quaker.org> 
for meeting location, (704) 895-8404. 
DURHAM-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school10 
a.m. 404 Alexander Ave. Contact clerk, (919) 419-4419. 
FAYETTEVILLE-Unprogrammed worship, 5 p.m.; First 
Day discussion, 6 p.m. 223 Hillside Ave. (91 0) 323-3912. 
GREENSBORO-First Friends Meeting. Unprogrammed 9 
a.mJLower Level Lounge; 11 a.m. Programmed meeting 
upstairs. 2100 W. Friendly Ave. (336) 299-8869, <www. 
firstfriendsmeeting.org>. 
GREENSBORO-Friendship Meeting (unprogrammed), 
1103 New Garden Rd. Worship and child care at 10:30 
a.m. Call: (336) 854-5155 or 316-2262. 
GREENSBORO-New Garden Friends Meeting. Meeting 
for worship: unprogrammed 9 a.m.; semi-programmed 
11 a.m. First-day school 9:45 a.m. Sallie Clotfelter, clerk; 
David W. Bills, pastoral minister. 801 New Garden Road, 
27410. (336) 292-5487. 
GREENVILLE-Unprogrammed worship Sunday. 
Fellowship Tuesday evening. (252) 758-6789. 
RALEIGH-Unprogrammed. Meeting for worship Sunday at 
10 a.m., with First-day school for children. Discussions at 
11 a.m. 625 Tower Street, Raleigh, N.C. (919) 821-4414. 
WILMINGTON-Unprogrammed worship 11 a.m. Discussion 
10 a.m., 202 N. 5th Street at Chestnut. Call (910) 251-1953. 
WINSTON-SALEM-Unprogrammed worship 9:30 a.m. Meg 
Zulick (336) 725·2377, e-mail <zulickm@gmail.com>. 
WOODLAND-Cedar Grove Meeting. First Day discussion 
10 a.m., meeting for worship 11 a.m. Call (252) 587-2571 
or (252) 587·3902. 

Ohio 
AKRON-Unprogrammed meeting, 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 
2101 Front St., Suite 111 , Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221 ; 
(330) 336·7043. 
ATHENS-10 a.m., 22 Birge, Chauncey (740) 797-4636. 
CINCINNATI-Eastern Hills Friends Meeting, 1671 Nagel 
Road, Sunday 10 a.m. (513) 474-9670. 
CINCINNATI-community Meeting, 3960 Winding Way, 
45229. Worship from silence and First-day school10 a.m. 
Quaker-house phone: (513) 881-4353. Douglas Burks, clerk. 
CLEVELAND-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
11 a.m.10916 Magnolia Dr. (216) 791-2220. 
COLUMBUS-Unprogrammed meeting 10:30 a.m. 1954 
Indianola Ave.; (614) 291-2331 . 
DAYTON-Friends meeting FGC. Unprogrammed worship 
and First-day school 10:00 a.m. 1717 Salem Ave. At Mack 
Memorial Church of the Brethren. Phone: (937) 253-3366. 
DELAWARE-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school, 
10 a.m., the music room in Andrews House, at the corner 
of W. Winter and N. Franklin Streets. Meets from September 
to May; for summer and 2nd Sundays, call (740) 362-8921. 
GRANVILLE-Unprogrammed meeting at 10 a.m. (740) 
967-5227, <www.granvillefriendsmeeting.org>. 
KENT-Meeting for worship and First-day school 10:30 
a.m., UCM lounge, 1435 East Main Street. Barb 
Warrington. Phone: (330) 342-3503. 
MARIETTA-Mid-Ohio Valley Friends, Betsey Mills Club, 
300 Fourth St., first Sunday each month. 10:30 a.m. 
Phone: (304) 643-2281 , <www.movquakers.org>. 
OBERLIN-Unprogrammed worship Sundays, 11 a.m. Lewis 
House, Bonner Center, 68 South Professor Street, Oblerin. 
Worship group meets Sunday 10:00 a.m. Kendal at Oberlin. 
Midweek worship Thursdays 4:15p.m., Kendal at Oberlin. 
Call (440) 774-1461 or email: <davidasnyder@hotmail.com>. 
OXFORD-Unprogrammed worship and First-day school, 
10 a.m. (513) 523·1061. 
WAYNESVILLE-Friends meeting, First-day school 9:30 
a.m., unprogrammed worship 10:45 a.m. 4th and High 
Sts. (513) 897-5946, (513) 850-4235. 
WILMINGTON-Campus Meeting (FUMIFGC), Wilmington 
College Quaker Heritage Center Meetinghouse, College 
St. Unprogrammed worship 10:30 a.m., year-round. 
WOOSTER-Unprogrammed worship 10:45 a.m. 353 E Pine 
St. at SW corner College and Pine Sts. (330) 262-6004. 
<WWW.wooster.quaker.org>. E-mail: <grif@sssnet.com>. 
0. YELLOW SPRINGs-Unprogrammed worship, FGC, 
11 a.m. Rockford Meetinghouse, President St. (Antioch 
campus). Clerk: Cheryl Keen (937) 767-8486. 

Oklahoma 
OKLAHOMA CITY-Friends Meeting. Unprogrammed 
meeting for worship 7 p.m. Sundays. 1401 N.W. 25th, east 
entrance (Wesley United Meth). (405) 632-7574. 
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STILLWATER-Monthly Meeting of Friends. 320 S. Stallard 
Street (In sanctuary of the Unitarian Universalist Chruch). 
Meeting for Worship Sundays 6-7 p.m. (405) 372-4839 or 
(405) 372-5594. Email: <SiillwaterOuakers@yahoo.com>. 
TULSA-Green Country Friends Meeting. Unprogrammed 
worship 3:15p.m. Forum 4:30p.m. For information, call 
(918) 743-6827. 

Oregon 
0. ASHLAND-South Mountain Friends Meeting, 543 
S. Mountain Ave., (541) 482-0814. Silent meeting for 
worship 11 a.m. Sundays (9:30 a.m. June, July, August). 
Adult programs at 9:30a.m. (11 a.m. summer). Childcare 
available. <WWW.smfriends.org>. 
ASTORIA-see SEAVIEW, Washington. 
0. BRIDGE CITY-Friends meeting, Portland, Oreg. 
Singing followed by worship starting at 10 a.m. Sundays. 
(503) 230-7181 . <WWW.bridgecitymeeting.org>. 
0. CORVALLIS-Meeting for worship 9:45 a.m. 3311 N.W. 
Polk Ave. Phone: 752-3569. 
0. EUGENE-Meeting for worship 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Sunday. 2274 Onyx St. Phone: 343-3840. 
FLORENCE-Unprogrammed worship (541 ) 997·4237. 
PORTLAND-Multnomah Monthly Meeting, 4312 S.E. Stark. 
Worship at 8:30 and 10 a.m. First-day school at 10 a.m. 
Phone: (503) 232·2822. See <www.multnomahfriends.org> 
for worship groups in northern Oregon and S.W. Washington. 
SALEM-Meeting for worship 10 a.m., forum 11 a.m. 490 
19th St. NE. Phone (503) 399-1908 for information. 

Pennsylvania 
ABINGTON-First-day school (summer~utdoor meeting) 
9:45 a.m., worship 11:15 a.m. Childcare. Meetinghouse 
RdJGreenwood Ave., Jenkintown. (E of York Rd., N of 
Philadelphia.) (215) 884-2865. 
BIRMINGHAM-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10 a.m. 1245 Birmingham Rd. S of West Chester on Ate. 
202 to Ate. 926, tum W to Birmingham Rd., turnS 1/4 mile. 
BUCKINGHAM-Worship and First-day school, 10:30 a.m. 
5684 York Rd. (Ate. 202 and 263), Lahaska. (215) 794· 
7299, <WWW.buckinghamfriendsmeeting.org>. 
CARLISLE-Unprogrammed worship and First-day school 
10 a.m. 252 A Street, 17013; (717) 249-8899. 
CHAMBERSBURG-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m., 630 
Llndia Drive. Telephone (717) 263-6576. 
CHESTER-Meeting for worship 11 a.m., Sunday. 520 E. 24th 
St., Chester, PA 19013. (610) 874-5860. Map and other 
info at <www.pym.org/pym_chesterpa_chq.php>. 
CONCORD-Worship and First-day school 11:15 a.m. At 
Concordville, on Concord Rd. one block S of Ate. 1. 
DOWNINGTOWN-First-day school (except summer months) 
and worship 10:30 a.m. 800 E. Lancaster Ave. (south side 
old Ate. 30, 1/2 mile E of town). (610) 269·2899. 
0. DOYLESTOWN-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school 10 a.m. 95 East Oakland Ave. (215) 348-2320. 
DUNNING$ CREEK-10 a.m., 285 Old Quaker Church 
Rd., Fishertown. <WWW.dunningscreekfriends.org>. 
EXETER-Monthly Meeting, 191 Meetinghouse Rd., 1.3 
miles N. of Daniel Boone Homestead, Exeter Township, 
Berks County, FDS 9:45a.m., worship 10:30 a.m. Clerk: 
Jack Grebinger (61 0) 987-9062. 
FALLSINGTON (BUCKS COUNTY}-Fallsington Friends 
Meeting Inc., 9300 New Falls Road, Meeting for Worship 
11 a.m., 5 miles from Pennsbury Manor, reconstructed 
home of William Penn in Bucks County. 
GAP-Sadsbury Meeting. Unprogrammed worship 10:15 
a.m. First-day school. Simmontown Rd., off Ate. 41 , Gap, 
Pa. Call (610) 593-7004. 
GOSHEN-Worship 10:45 a.m., First-day school11 a.m., 
SE corner Ate. 352 and Paoli Pike, West Chester. (610) 
692-4281 . 
0. GWYNEDD-Worship 9:30a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Adult FDS 
10:45 a.m. Fellowship 11 :45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Business 
meeting 3rd First Day of the month 10:30 a.m. Sumneytown 
Pike and Ate. 202. (215) 699-3055, <gwyneddfriends.org>. 
HARRISBURG-Worship 11 a.m., First-day school and 
adult education (Sept. to May) 9:45a.m. 1100 N 6th St. 
(717) 232-7282, <www.harrisburgfriends.org>. 
HAVERFORD-First-day school10:30 a.m., meeting for 
worship 10:30 a.m., Fifth-day meeting for worship 12:30 
pm. at the College, Commons Room. Buck Lane, between 
Lancaster Pike and Haverford Rd. 
0. HAVERTOWN-Qid Haverford Meeting. East Eagle Rd. 
at St. Denis Lane, Havertown; First-day school and adult 
forum, 10 a.m., meeting for worship 11 a.m. 
HORSHAM-First-day school (except summer) and 
worship 10:30 a.m. Ate. 611 and Meetinghouse Road. 
INDIANA-Meeting 10:30 a.m., (724) 463-9827. 
0. KENDAL-Worship 1 0:30 a.m. Kendal Center, Library. 
U.S. Ate. 1, 3112 mi. S of Chadds Ford, 11/4 mi. N of 
Longwood Gardens. 
0. KENNETT SQUARE-on Ate. 82, S of Ate. 1 at Sickles 
St. First-day school 9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m. (61 0) 444-
1012. Find us at <www.kennettfriends.org>. 

LANCASTER-Meeting 8 a.m. and 1 0 a.m. First-day 
school 1 0 a.m. 110 Tulane Terr. (717) 392-2762. 
LANSDOWNE-First-day school and activities 1 0 a.m. 
Meeting for worship 1 0 a.m. Lansdowne and Stewart 
Aves. Telephone: (610) 623-7098. Clerk: (610) 660-0251 . 
LEWISBURG-Worship and First-day school10: 45 a.m. 
(570) 522.0231 or e-mail <lewisburgfriends@yahoo.com>. 
LONDON GROVE-Meeting 9:30a.m., childcare/First-day 
school 10:30 a.m. Newark Rd. and rte. 926., 5 miles W of 
Kennett Square. (610) 268-8466. 
MAKEFIELD-Worship HH0:30 a.m. First-day school 
1 0:3(}-11 :30. E of Dolington on MI. Eyre Rd. 
MEDIA-Worship 11 a.m. (10 a.m. July--Aug.) First-day school 
9:30a.m. (Sept.-May), 125 W. 3rd St. (610) 566-5657. 
MEDIA-Providence Meeting, 105 N. Providence Rd. (610) 
566· 1308. Worship 11 a.m. First-day school 11:20 year 
round. 
MERION-Meeting for worship 11 a.m., First-day school 
10:15 except summer months. Babysitting provided. 
Meetinghouse Lane at Montgomery Ave. 
MIDDLETOWN-Meeting for worship 11 a.m. First-day 
school! 0:3Q-11 :30 a.m. Adult education 1 0:3Q-11 a.m. 
Delaware County, Rte. 352, N of Lima. Clerk, Rich Ai les 
(610) 543-7321. 
0. MILLVILLE-Worship 10 a.m., First-day school11 a.m. 351 
E. Main St. <www.milvillefriends.org>, (570) 441-8819. 
0. NEWTOWN-(Bucks Co.)-Worship 11 a.m. First-day 
school for adults and children, 9:45 a.m. In summer, 
worship 10 a.m., no First-day school. 219 Court St. (215) 
968-1655, <www.newtownfriendsmeeting.org>. 
NORRISTOWN-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10 a.m. at Swede and Jacoby Sts. (610) 279·3765. P.O. 
Box 823, Norristown, PA 19404. 
PENNSBURG-Unami Monthly Meeting meets First Days 
at 11 a.m. Meetinghouse at 5th and Macoby Sts. Bruce 
Grimes, clerk: (215) 234-8424. 
PHILADELPHIA-Meetings for worship Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
unless specHied otherwise. • indicates clerk's home phone. 

BYBERRY-3001 Byberry-Southampton Rd., 19154. 
(215) 637-7813'. Worship 11 a.m. (June-Aug. 10 a.m.) 
CENTRAL PHILADELPHIA-15th & Cherry Sts., 19102. 
(215) 241-7260. Worship 11 a.m. (July-Aug. 10 a.m.) 
CHESTNUT HILL-1 00 E. Mermaid Lane, 19118. 
(215) 247-3553. 
FRANKFORD-1500 Orthodox St., 19124. Meeting 
starts at 10 a.m. (215) 533-5523. 
GERMANTOWN-47 W. Coulter St., 19144. 
(215) 951-2235. (August at Green Street.) 
GREEN STREET-45 W. School House Lane, 19144. 
(215) 844-4924. (July at Germantown.) 
MM of Friends of Philadelphia-4th and Arch Sts., 
19106. (215) 625-0627 
UNITY-Unity and Wain Sis., 19124. (215) 295-2688'. 
Worship 7 p.m. Fridays. 

PHOENIXVILLE-Schuylkill Friends Meeting. 37 N. 
Whitehorse Road, Phoenixville, PA 19460. (610) 933· 
8984. Worship and First-day School10 a.m. 
0. PITTSBURGH-Meeting for worship 9 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. First-day school10:30 a.m.; 4836 Ellsworth Ave. 
(412) 683-2669. 
PLUMSTEAD-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
9:30a.m. (215) 822-2299. 
0. PLYMOUTH MEETING-Worship, First-day school 11 :15 
a.m. Germantown Pike and Butler Pike. 
POCONOS-Sterling-Newfoundland Worship Group, under 
the care of North Branch (Wilkes-Barre) Meeting. (570) 
689-2353 or 689-7552. 
POTTSTOWN-Worship Group 11 a.m., 2nd and 4th First 
Days, at Fellowship Farm, 2488 Sanatoga Rd., Pottstown. 
<henrywb@gmai l.com>. 
QUAKERTOWN-Richland Monthly Meeting, 244 S. Main 
St., First-day school and meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. 
0. RADNOR-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. year-round. 
First-day school also 1 0 a.m. except summer. Conestoga 
and Sproul Roads (Rte. 320), Villanova. (610) 293-1153. 
READING-First-day school 10 a.m., meeting 10:15 a.m. 
108 North Sixth St. (610) 372-5345. 
SOLEBURY-Worship 10 a.m., First-day school 10 a.m. 
Sugan Rd., 2 miles NW of New Hope. (215) 297-5054. 
SOUTHAMPTON (Bucks Co.)-Worship and First-day 
school 10 a.m., adult forum 11 a.m. Street and Gravel Hill 
Rds. (215) 364.0581. 
STATE COLLEGE-Sunday worship 11 a.m. Children's 
programs 10:45 a.m. Adult discussion on most Sundays 
at 9:45 a.m. 611 E. Prospect Ave., State College, PA 
16801. Phone (814) 237-7051. 
SWARTHMORE-Meeting and First-day school10 a.m. 12 
Whittier Place, off Route 320. 
TOWANDA-Meeting for worship, unprogrammed. First 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. Summer variable. For location, 
call (570) 265-6406,.(570) 688-7873, or (570) 746-3408. 
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UPPER DUBLIN-Worship & First-day school tO a.m. Fort 
Washington Ave. & Meetinghouse Rd., near Ambler. (215) 
653-0788. 
WELLSVILLE-Warrington Monthly Meeting, worship 11 
a.m. Ate. 74 east. Call (717) 432-7402. 
WEST CHESTER-Worship and First-day school 10:30 
a.m. 425 N. High St. Elizabeth Abraham, (610) 696-()491 . 
WEST GROVE-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. 153 E. 
Harmony Road, P.O. Box 7, 19390. 
WESTTOWN-Meeting for worship 1 0:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Westtown School campus, Westtown, PA 19395. 
WILKES-BARRE-North Branch Monthly Meeting. 
Wyoming Seminary Lower School, 1560 Wyoming Ave., 
Forty Fort. Sunday school tO a.m., worship 11 a.m. For 
summer and vacations, phone: (570) 824-5130. 
WILLISTOWN-Worship and First-day school tO a.m. 7069 
Goshen Rd. (at Warren Ave.) , Newtown Square, 19073. 
Phone: (610) 356-9799. 
WRIGHTSTOWN-Ate. 413 at Penns Park Road (535 
Durham Road, 18940). Meeting for worship 10 a.m. 
Children's First-day school 10:15 a.m. (215) 968·3994. 
YARDLEY-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. First-day school 
follows meeting during winter months. North Main St. 
YORK-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, 11 a.m. Worship 
sharing, 9:30 a.m.135 W. Philadelphia St. (717) 845·3799. 

Rhode Island 
PROVIDENCE-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. each First 
Day. 99 Morris Ave., corner of Olney St. (401) 331-4218. 
SAYLESVILLE·Worship 10:30 a.m. Sundays. 374 Great 
Rd., Lincoln. <http://s-quakers.tripod.com/home>. 
WESTERLY-Unprogrammed worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. 57 Elm St. (401) 348-7078. 
WOONSOCKET-Smithfield MM,I 08 Smithfield Rd., Worship 
10:30 a.m. (401} 762-5726, <info@smithfieldfriends.org>. 

South Carolina 
CHARLESTON·Meeting for worship Sundays 10-11 
a.m. For latest location, call: (843) 723-5820, e-mail: 
<contact@CharlestonMeeting.com>, website: 
<http://www.CharlestonMeeting.com>. 
I> COLUMBIA-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10 a.m., forum 11 :30 a.m., Harmony School, 3737 
Covenant Rd., (803) 252-2221. Visitors welcome. 
GREENVILLE-Unprogrammed worship Sundays 11 a.m. 
For directions call (864) 246·6292. 
I> AVE RIVER$-Friends Meeting Worship Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 
(unprogrammed), Grace Gifford, inland, (843) 365-6654. 

South Dakota 
SIOUX FALLS AREA FRIENDS-Occasional Sunday and 
mid-week worship. Call for time: (605) 256-0830. 

Tennessee 
CROSSVILLE-Worship 10 a.m., discussion 11 a.m. 184 
Hood Dr. Joe Parko, clerk: (931) 742·0030. Meetinghouse: 
(931) 484-9033. 
1> JOHNSON CITY-Foxfire Friends unprogrammed 
worship 11 a.m. (423) 202·8661 (Joel Shimberg). 
MEMPHIS-Meeting for worship (unprogrammed) and 
First-day school II a.m. 3387 Walnut Grove Ad at 
Prescott. (901) 324·3500. 
NASHVILLE-Meeting for worship (unprogrammed) and 
First-day school 10:30 a.m. Adult sharing 11 :45 a.m. on 
second and fourth First Days. 530 26th Ave. North; (615) 
329-2640. Dick Houghton, clerk. 
WEST KNOXVILLE-Worship and First-day school tO a.m. 
1517 Meeting House Lane, (865) 694-0036. 

Texas 
ALPINE-Meeting for worship, Sunday, 10:30-11 :30 a.m. in 
the home of George and Martha Floro. Call: (432) 837-2930. 
AUSTIN-Unprogrammed meeting for worship Sunday 11 
a.m. All ages welcome. First-day School tO a.m. Childcare 
available tO a.m. to 1 p.m.3701 E.MLKBivd.(512)452-1841. 
CORPUS CHRISTI..Coastal Bend Friends Meeting, meets 
1- 2 Sundays per month at 2 p.m. Contact Beverly at (361) 
888-4184 for information. 
DALLAs-Unprogrammed meeting for worship Sundays 10 
a.m. 5828 Worth St. (214) 821-6543. <WWW.scym.orgldallas>. 
I> EL PASo-Meeting at 10:15 a.m. first and third Sunday. 
3501 Hueco, Rex Strickland Room. Phone: (915) 546-
5651 . Please leave a message. 
FORT WORTH-Unprogrammed worship 1 0:30 a.m. at 
Wesley Foundation, 2750 W. Lowden. Fellowship and 
other activities afterward. Call (682) 472-6770 for info. 
HILL COUNTRY-Unprogrammed meeting 10:15 a.m., 
Discussion hour 11:15 a.m., Unitarian Fellowship Bldg., 213 
Lorna Vista, Kerrville, TX. catherine Matlock (830) 890-5025. 
HOUSTON-Live Oak Meeting. Sundays 8:30 and 10:30 
a.m. Wednesdays: Discussion 7 p.m., meeting for worship 
8-8:30 p.m. Childcare and First-day school for children 
are available. 1318 W. 26th St. (71 3) 862-6685. 
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RIO GRANDE VALLEY-Unprogrammed worship 10:30 
a.m. Sundays. <WWW.rgvquakers.org>. (956) 686-4855. 
SAN ANTONio-Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m. 
Discussion 11 a.m. at 7052 N. Vandiver. Mail: P.O. Box 
6127, San Antonio, TX 78209. (210) 945·8456. 
TEXARKANA-Unprogrammedmeetingforworship,Saturdays 
10 a.m. 3501 Main Street For information call (903) 794-5948. 

Utah 
LOGAN-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school 
10 a.m. The Winter Center, 300 North and 400 East. 
Telephone: (435) 753·1299. 
MOAB-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school tO 
a.m. Seekhaven, 81 N. 300 East. (435) 259-8664. 
SALT LAKE CITY-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day 
school tO a.m. at 171 East 4800 South. Telephone: (801) 
281-3518 or 582-0719. 

Vermont 
BENNINGTON-Worship, Sundays 10 a.m., Senior Service 
Center, 124 Pleasant St., 1 block north, 1/2 block east of 
intersection of Ate. 7 and Main St. (Rt. 9). (802) 442·6010. 
BURLINGTON-Worship 11 a.m. Sunday, noon Wednesday at 
173 North Prospect St. call: (802) 660-9221 about religious ed. 
I> MIDDLEBURY-Worship 10 a.m. at Havurah House, 56 
N. Pleasant St., Middlebury. (802) 388-8024. 
PLAINFIELD-Each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Call Alan 
Taplow, (802) 454-4675. 
PUTNEY-Worship, Sunday, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Adult 
discussion, 9:30a.m. to 10:15, Singing, 10:15 a.m. 
Children's progtpm, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Ate. 5, 
north of village, Pu1ney. (802) 387-5500 (meetinghouse 
machine). <http://pu1neyfriends.wordpress.coml>. 
SOUTH STARKSBORO-Unprogrammed worship and 
First-day school Sundays 9:30 a.m. Singing 9 a.m. Call 
Robert Turner (802) 453-4927. 
WILDERNESs-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. in Shrewsbury 
library, 98 Town Hill Road, Cuttingsville. Call Joyce Wilson, 
(802) 492·3542, or Malcolm Bell, (802) 824-6459. 

Virginia 
ABINGDON-Worship, Sun. 10:30 a.m. in the Spirit House, 
Elderspirit Community (276) 698·3397 or (276) 628·8701 . 
ALEXANDRIA-Worship every First Day 11 a.m., 
unprogrammed worship and First-day school. Woodlawn 
Meetinghouse, 8 miles S of Alexandria, at Ate #1 and 
Woodlawn Rd., call (703) 781·9185. 
CHARLOTTESVILLE-Monthly Meeting Early worship 8:30 
a.m. Adult discussion hour (with child care) 9:45 a.m. Later 
worship and religious education for children and youth 11 
a.m. Summer worship only 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 1104 
Forest St. (434) 971-8859, <http://avenue.org/quakersl>. 
FLOYD-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school tO 
a.m. Call for directions: (540) 745-3252 and 929·4142. 
HARRISONBURG-Valley Friends Meeting. Unprogrammed 
worship, 10 a.m. Sundays, 363 High St., Dayton. (540) 
879-9879. 
HERNDON-Singing 10:15 a.m., Worship and First-day 
School10:30 a.m., 660 Spring St. (703) 736·0592, 
<www.HerndonFriends.org>. 
LEXINGTON-Maury River Friends. Unprogrammed 
worship Sundays 10 a.m. First-day school 10:20 a.m. 
Child care. 10 mi. w of Lexington off W. Midland Tra.il at 
Waterloo Rd. Info: (540) 464·3511 . 
LINCOLN-Goose Creek United Meeting for worship 9:45 
a.m. each First Day. First-day school 10 a.m. 
MCLEAN-Langley Hill Friends Meeting, 6410 Georgetown 
Pike, Mcl ean. Meeting for worship 10 a.m., First-day 
school and "Second hour" at 11 a.m. Babysitting available. 
Will meet at Sidwell Friends School, 3825 Wisconsin Ave. 
NW, Washington, D.C. during fall and winter of 2008-09 
while meeting house is renovated. (703) 442-8394. 
MIDLOTHIAN-Worship 11 a.m., children's First-day 
school11 :15 a.m. (804) 598·1676. 
NORFOLK-Worship and First-day school at 10 a.m. 
Phone (757) 624-1841 or (757) 627 ·6317 for information. 
I> RICHMOND-Worship 9:30 and 11 a.m. 4500 
Kensington Ave. (804) 358·6185. 
ROANOKE-Worship 10:30 a.m. Alexander-Gish House, 
641 Walnut Ave. SW, (540) 929-4975 or email: 
<jenny@rev.net> or visit <www.roanokequakers.org>. 
VIRGINIA BEACH-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, 
First Days, 10:30 a.m. 1537 Laskin Rd., Virginia Beach, VA 
23451 . Childcare and First-day school. (757) 428-9515. 
WILLIAMSBURG-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 10 
a.m. Sunday. 4214 Longhill Rd. P.O. Box 1034, Wmbg, VA 
23187. (757) 887-3108, <www.williamsburgfriends.org>. 
WINCHESTER-Hopewell Centre Meeting. 7 miles N from 
Winchester. Interstate 81 to Clearbrook Exit. Go west on 
Hopewell Rd. 0.7 miles. Turn left into Hopewell Centre 
Driveway. Unprogrammed meeting for worship 10 a.m. 
First-day school II a.m. Clerk: (540) 667·91 14. E-mail: 
<a.m.bacon@comcast.net>. 

Washington 
AGATE PASSAGE-Bainbridge Island. Meeting for worship 
10 a.m. Seabold Hall, 14454 Komedal Rd. Info: (360) 
697-4675. 
BELLEVUE-Eastside Friends. 4160 I 58th Ave. SE. 
Worship 10 a.m., study 11 a.m. (425) 641·3500. 
BELLINGHAM-1701 Ellis St. Worship 10 a.m. Children's 
program. (360) 752·9223. 
LOPEZ ISLAND-Worship Group. Unprogrammed 
Meeting for Worship at 10 a.m. in homes. Contact 
<lopezfreinds@ gmail.com> for directions. · 
OLYMPIA-Worship 10 a.m. 219 B Street S.W., Tumwater, 
WA 98512. Children's program. (360) 705·2986. 
PORTTOWNSEND-10 a.m. worship, Community Ctr., Tyter & 
Lawrence, <WWW.quaker.Of9'port·townsendl>, (360) 38S-7070. 
PULLMAN-See MOSCOW, Idaho. 
SEATTLE-Salmon Bay Meeting at Phinney Center, 6532 
Phinney N.; worship at 10 a.m. (206) 523·5568. 
SEATTLE-University Friends Meeting, 4001 9th Ave. N.E. 
Quiet worship First Days 9:30 and 11 a.m. (206) 547· 
6449. Accommodations: (206) 632-9839. 
SEAVIEW-Lower Columbia Worship Group, unprogrammed 
worship, 3 p.m. on the first and third Sunday. Peninsula 
Church Center, 5000 'N' Place, Seaview 98644. Contact 
(360) 642.0709 or <LowerColumbiaQuakers@gmail.com>. 
SOUTH SEATTLE PREPARATIVE MEETING-Worship 11 
a.m. Sundays at Central Area Senior Center, 500 30th Ave. 
S., Seattle, WA 98144. Betsy Brown, clerk, (206) 709-7849. 
SULTAN-Sky Valley Worship Group. (360) 793-0240. 
TACOMA-Tacoma Friends Meeting, 2508 S. 39th St. 
Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m., First-day discussion 11 
a.m. Phone: (253) 759-1910. 
WALLA WALLA· I 0 a.m. Sundays. 522·0399. 

West Virginia 
CHARLESTON-Worship Sundays 10 a.m. Wellons 
(304) 345-8659 or Mininger (304) 756·3033. 
BUCKHANNON-Worship group. WV Wesleyan College 
campus. Second and Fourth First Days 10 a.m. Judy 
Seaman (304) 636·7712 or Grace Harris (304) 472-3097. 
MORGANTOWN-Monongalia Friends Meeting. Every 
Sunday 11 a.m. Phone: Keith Garbutt, (304) 292-1261. 
PARKERSBURG-Mid-Ohio Valley Friends. See Marietta, 
Ohio, listing. <WWW.movquakers.org>. 

Wisconsin 
BELOIT-Unprogrammed worship 11 a.m. Sundays, 811 
Clary St. Phone: (608) 207-9400. 
I> EAU CLAIRE-Worship and FDS at 10:30 a.m. (9:30 Jun&­
Aug.) 416 Niagara St. Call (715) 833-1138 or 874·6646. 
GREEN BAY AREA-Fox Valley Friends Meeting, Sundays 
11 a.m. at the Ecumenical Center at the University of 
Wisconsin Green Bay campus. For directions or more 
information call (920) 863·8837. 
KENOSHA-RACINE-Unprogrammed worship on Sundays 
at 10 a.m. 880 Green Bay Rd., Kenosha. (262) 552-6838. 
<www.geocities.com/quakerfriends/>. 
KICKAPOO VALLEY FRIEND5-Gays Mills. Sunday 
Program 10 a.m. Worship and FDS 11 a.m. (608) 637· 
2060. E-mail: <chakoian@mailbag.com>. 
MADISON-Meetinghouse, 1704 Roberts Ct., (608) 
256-2249. <www.madisonfriends.org>. Unprogrammed 
worship Sunday at 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. Family Gathering 
time 10 a.m. Children's classes at 11 :15 a.m. 
MADISON·Yahara Friends, 551 West Main St., #214. 
(608) 242-9029. Unprogrammed worship. Sunday 10:30 
a.m. <www.quakernet.org/MonthlyMeetings/Yahara/>. 
MENOMONIE-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m., 1st, 3rd, 
and 5th Sundays. 171 8 101h St. Phone: (715) 235-4112. 
1> MILWAUKEE-Meeting for worship 10:15 a.m., 3224 N. 
Gordon Pl. Phone (414) 967.0898 or 263-211 1. 
OSHKOSH-Meeting for worship 4 p.m. 419 Boyd St. (920) 
232-1460. 
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NEW! THREE-WEEK INTENSIVE 

FAITHFUL TRANSITIONS 
Spiritual Discernment in a Time of Change 
Marcelle Martin, Carol Sexton, Walter Hjelt Sullivan 
JANUARY 8-29, 2010 

Experience community support as you consider changes in lifestyle, career, relationships, 

vocation, or service. We will share personal stories, affirm each others' gifts, test leadings, 

and examine change and transition, nurtured by traditional Quaker practices. 
You may apply just for the Three-Week Intensive or for the entire ten-week Winter 

Term. Contact Darlene Walker, 610.566.4507 or 800.742.3150, ext. 161. 

QUAKER FAITH AND SPIRITUALITY 

OCTOBER 9-11 , 2009 

THE WISDOM TO KNOW THE DIFFERENCE 
A weekend on discernment with Eileen Flanagan 

OCTOBER 30-NOVEMBER 1, 2009 

INWARD ACTIVISM AND OUTWARD PRAYER 
Integrating Our Lives through Nonviolence 
A weekend with Daniel 0. Snyder 

NOVEMBER 6-8, 2009 

INQUIRERS' WEEKEND 
An lntrodudion to Quakerism 
A weekend with Deborah Shaw and Ben Pink Dandelion 

NOVEMBER 8-12, 2009 

CELEBRATION OF QUAKERISM 
A short course with Ben Pink Dandelion 

NOVEMBER 20-22, 2009 

CLERKING 
A weekend with Arthur Larrabee 

DECEMBER 4-6, 2009 

''WHO IS JESUS TO ME?" 
A weekend with Colin Saxtc;m and Christopher Sammond 
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