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AMONG FRIENDS 

Haunting Presentations 
ovember is the month in which we have traditionally carried coverage 
of the Friends General Conference Gathering, held the previous July. 
This year is no different-except that this year's Gathering, as well 

planned and abundantly full of opportunities for Quaker fellowship as ever, was 
marked by tragedy as well. This was the third occasion I've had to be on the 
campus of Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Va., but only the first time back there 
since the horrendous mass killing on that campus on April 16, 2007. Prior to 
going, I wondered how it would feel to be on that campus after such a slaughter 
had occurred. It was an opportunity, in a very small way, to walk in the shoes of 
the survivors of that event, to be haunted by what took place there. 

Of course, the Gathering was full of its typical robust schedule of workshops, 
speakers, interest groups, and many venues for meeting and sharing with other 
Friends. I don't think any of us were prepared for Thursday evening's events, when 
Hollister Knowlton's plenary speech was bracketed by learning of a grave injury to 
Tom Solenberger, one of the young adult Friends attending the Gathering, and 
then at the close of her talk, learning of the death of well-known Quaker activist 
Bonnie Tinker earlier that day in a bicycle accident on campus. These two terrible 
events, announced before and after, therefore surrounding, Hollister's grave 
plenary presentation, left many of us speechless, stunned, and weeping. The 
evening had the power of Greek tragedy. In the months that have passed since 
then, I've joined many other Friends in praying for the families so directly 
impacted by the events we learned of that evening. 

What has continued to haunt me, lingering in an uneasy place, is Hollister's 
talk. Hollister Knowlton is a Friend who walks the walk and whose tenderness 
towards our magnificent planet is palpable. I've heard her speak on several 
occasions. On this one, she was clearly affected by the distressing announcement 
that preceded her talk and had difficulty with the slide presentation that 
accompanied her speaking. But these impediments couldn't remove the impact of 
her talk, of her saying, "Take that in. Consider its implications. That the world's 
wealthiest one billion consume all that the Earth can give us. That we, part of the 
world's wealthiest one billion, use so much that we leave nothing for the other five 
(now 5.7) billion humans, who live so simply or in such dire poverty that they use 
just 20 percent of Earth's sustainable yield." In this issue, you will find the text of 
her talk (p.9); I recommend it to you. 

Another Friend who walks the walk is Keith Helmuth. In this issue you will 
find "Behind the Budget: Are We Stuck with This High Risk Monetary System?" 
(p.6). Keith has long considered economic justice and the impact we are having on 
Earth's resources. His article was first presented prior to this year's budget sessions 
of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, but the thinking that's gone into it is reflected at 
length in his new book, Right Relationship: Building a Whole Earth Economy, 
written in conjunction with Geoffrey Garver and Peter Brown, the primary 
authors. I recommend both Keith's article and the book to you. 

We are living in challenging times. There will be many more events that dwarf 
our sense of proportion and break our hearts with their tragedy. Now is the time 
for each of us to be asking what God calls us to do, and to be living forward in the 
answers we find. 

November 2009 FRIENDS JOURNAL 



FEATURES 

6 Behind the Budget: Are We Stuck with This 
High-Risk Monetary System? 
Keith Helmuth 
In an address to Philadelphia Yeatiy Meeting, he called for a 
change in the underlying assumptions of our economy. 

9 living in Right Relationship: How Does 
Spirit Call Us? 
Hollister Knowlton 
Speaking to the FGC Gathering, she charted the needed 
change in lifestyles to care for the Earth. 

14 What Is at Stake in the Torture Debate? 
Susan Waltz 
The United States must not only reverse its policy on torture, 
but also restore international clarity forbidding it. 

17 On Paying Attention 
Noah Baker Merrill 
He gives the spiritual context for being arrested in front of a 
gun shop during the Peace Gathering this past January. 

20 A Tribute to the Gathering-and to 
My Father 

22 

24 

Carl Sigmond 
A Young Adult Friend reflects on how attending FGC 
Gatherings changed his life. 

Remembering Bonnie Tinker 
Constance Grady 
Many have paid tribute to this activist who died in an 
accident during the FCC Gathering. 

At the Gathering: A lesson on Invisibility 
Hilary B. Bisenieks 
His experience during this year's FCC Gathering has made 
him sensitive to the paradoxical isolation of individuals 
in communities. 

Cover photo by Barbara Benton 

FRIENDS JouRNALNovember 2009 

27 

30 

2 

4 

50 

51 

56 

58 

26 

NOVEMBER 2 009 

VO L. 55, NO. 11 

SPECIAL BOOKS SECTION 

Review Essay 
Into the abyss and back 

Book Reviews 

DEPARTMENTS 

Among Friends 

Forum 

News 

Bulletin Board 

Milestones 

Classified 

Meetings 

POETRY 

People Who Have Seen Jesus 
Nancy Esther James 

Atthe 2009 
Friends General 
Conference 
Gathering 

3 



FORUM 

Understanding the Light 
In "Friends within God's Light" (Ff 

July), Jnana Hodson writes, "They never 
quite said exactly what this Light was in 
ways that people who hadn't encountered 
it might understand." I believe that, like 
Jesus and the Hebrew prophets, they 
demonstrated the nature of the Light, 
Christ, the Spirit, the seed, and so on, in 
ways that even illiterates could understand, 
and that was far more threatening to 
religious authorities than the most lucid 
philosophical explanation could have been. 

Yes, faith and practice are one: 

For that faith which stands in Christ 
believes in purity and in perfection and 
holiness, and slays sin, and by that faith 
alone the just live, and justice and 
righteousness is brought forth to light, in 
godly conversation: but that faith which 
stands in the imaginations and wisdom of 
man, which believes salvation without 
holiness of life, that slays the just and keeps 
alive the unjust; and this faith they had 
which believed the Scriptures and the words 
of the prophets, and that God was their 
Father; but not having the word of faith in 
their hearts, these slew the Son of God and set 
the murderer free: and as that faith which is 
dead works death, so that faith which is 
living worketh life. 

-"Concerning Faith" in "Love to the 
Lost," Works of]ames Nayler, Vol. III 

The word that best decodes the above for 
me is "principle." And that principle seems 
to have a sort of logical perfection which 
makes sense out of phrases such as, "by 
receiving and joining to that which is perfect 
is the creature made perfect" ("Concerning 
Perfection"). Or, "So with the light of Christ 
which lets you see your transgressions, search 
your hearts, that you may see if the just 
principle that moves to righteousness be 
not oppressed and burdened . . .  and 
overpowered by the seed of the evildoer." 
("Concerning Redemption"). 

Dale L. Berr 
Grants, N.Mex. 

Disquieted by second 
nuclear power article 

I appreciate Karen Street's willingness 
to take an unpopular stand among Quakers 
in her article ''A Friend's Path to Nuclear 
Power" (Ff Oct. 2008), and, though I 
come with an antinuclear bias, have tried 
to keep an open mind about the subject. 

I agree with the larger perspective that 
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she offers, and was aware of the emotion­
laden and sometimes research-thin content 
of some of the letters that came in response 
to this first article. So I approached her 
second one, "The Nuclear Energy Debate 
among Friends: Another Round" (Ff 
July) with interest. I finished it with 
some questions, went to the Internet to 
do some research, and find myself 
significantly disquieted. 

I was willing to be convinced by Karen's 
paragraph on the unbiased nature of the 
IAEA until I read the text of its mission, 
which is in part to promote the peaceful 
use of nuclear power-an important piece 
of information to my mind. An article I 
read on the controversy surrounding the 
IAEA report on Chernobyl, entitled 
"New Study Challenges IAEA Report 
on Chernobyl Consequences" and available 
at the Nuclear Information and Resource 
Service <http://www.nirs.org 
/press/04-11-2006/1>, along with several 
other accounts from the WHO on the 
challenge of getting good data about 
health impacts, leads me to believe that 
the numbers IAEA presents cannot be 
accepted as the final word. Karen's reliance 
on IAEA numbers in the remainder of the 
article, i.e. on efficiency, makes me feel the 
need to go out and do my own research 
rather than accept that data as truth. 

As I researched uranium supplies and 
uranium mining, I was surprised that Karen 
made no mention of the environmental 
costs of uranium mining, or the increased 
costs of mining lower grade ore in the 
future (see <http://www.livescience.com 
I technology/ 08 0422-uranium-supply 
.htmb for details). And I was surprised at 
the section on waste. If there is, indeed, no 
danger and no issue around radioactive 
waste disposal, what can possibly explain 
the fact that we haven't found a solution in 
over 40 years-at a cost of billions to 
taxpayers-and the nearest hope is still ten 
years away? (See International Atomic 
Energy Agency, 2000 Forum, at <http:// 
www.iaea.org/Publications/Booklets 
I ScientificForum3 I scientificforum3. pdf>.) 

I so much agree with Karen that we 
need to be willing to hold dearly held 
positions up to the light of new information, 
and that the future is going to hold very 
unpalatable choices. I agree absolutely with 
her final paragraphs about positive things 
we can do-and that is what I am 
interested in. But this second article left 
me more skeptical about nuclear power 
and its proponents than I had been when I 
started. What I found most troubling was 
that Karen presented her information as 

bias-free science, and I found it to be 
neither complete nor trustworthy. 

I guess the good news is that it got me 
thinking and reading and talking with 
friends about the kind of information we 
need in order to make those hard choices. 
But I have to say that I was hoping for more. 

Pamela Haines 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

It's time to be open about 
nuclear energy 

While I am glad that Karen Street, 
in' "The Nuclear Energy Debate Among 
Friends: Another Round" (Ff July), 
supports conservation, I cannot reconcile 
a conservation ethic with Street's support 
of an electric power industry that dumps 
70 percent of the energy it releases into 
the atmosphere as waste heat from its 
thermal power plants, or that continues 
to sell over 80 percent of the electricity 
it generates for non-electrical purposes, 
such as low-grade space and water 
heating. These purposes are better 
met by less environmentally damaging 
sources such as passive solar space 
heating and rooftop solar water heaters. 
Thirty million Chinese rooftop solar 
water heaters testify that our high school 
physics teachers were right: long wave 
infrared radiation does penetrate 
obscuring haze and smoke quite well. 

The unique regulated-monopoly 
structure of the U.S. utility industry 
encourages the greatest capital investment 
permitted, because permissible profit is 
determined as a fixed percentage of net 
equity. Many states' utility commissions 
are called "institutional surrogates" of the 
industries they regulate because they have 
been generous about allowing electric 
utilities to build double the industry­
recommended margin at peak, and 
allowing almost all that capacity to be in 
the form of base-load plants, which are 
expensive, rather than peaking plants, 
which are less expensive. The higher 
capital investment results in higher utility 
income from the guaranteed return on 
net equity. Few states reward utilities 
for shedding load by helping customers 
conserve or helping them generate their 
own electricity. Most states do not even 
require utilities to pay customers for all 
the electricity the customer may sell to the 
grid, at most rebating their bill down to 
zero. Individuals and communities who 
are going to co-generation and getting 
80 percent of the useful work out of the 
energy they release are being ridiculed for 
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"going back" to fossil fuel, instead of 
supported for using energy more 
efficiently. The U.S. utility industry 
contrasts to other industrialized countries 
where utilities are provided by the state, 
at cost, with about one-quarter of the 
electrical demand per capita. 

It is hard to understand how Street 
can accept that the Atomic Energy 
Commission (AEC) needed to be 
restructured due to its excessive 
promotional activities and lax regulation, 
acting as an institutional surrogate for the 
nuclear industry, but reject the same for 
the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) and the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC). The IAEA was 
founded in 1957 to promote nuclear 
power and nuclear technology in the 
Third World; it remains largely staffed 
by industry personnel and member state 
personnel on loan. It has only an advisory 
safety role. Between bilateral promotion 
and IAEA promotion, the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NNPT) was 
needed in 1968 because countries such 
as India and Pakistan were using their 
new knowledge of nuclear technology 
to develop nuclear weapons. Although 
working under the IAEA umbrella, 
NNPT inspectors are independent of the 
IAEA. The NRC started as the existing 
regulatory branch of the AEC, with new 
signage and letterhead. The staf£ the 
training, the commitment to make 
nuclear power work, the revolving 
door with industry were the same. 
The congressional inquiry into the 
Three Mile Island accident found too 
close a relationship between industry and 
regulator. It is hard to regulate someone 
you will need a job from for at least the 
last ten quarters of your employment to 
get a higher social security payment. 

I am sorry that Street dismisses and 
puts down her critics, rather than 
addressing the points they raise. I am 
puzzled how I could correct her inaccurate 
representation of Amory Lovins's positions 
without relating his actual positions. As 
a political scientist with an interest in 
energy policy for over 30 years, my 
bookshelves have works from responsible 
people on both sides of the issue. I would 
defend the accurate representation of 
their views as well. The Friends who 
responded to Street's first article presented 
responsible alternative sources and deserve 
respectful responses. Science is based on 
continually challenging established 
wisdom, not citing institutional authority. 

Citing a study on effects of Gulf War 
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use of depleted uranium ammunition to 
dispute whether the waste from over 50 
years of open pit uranium mining and 
milling on the Colorado Plateau has 
contaminated people living close to the 
soil with radon and radium is ludicrous. 
There is also no question that natural and 
depleted uranium are chemically toxic. 
Uranium was banned as a ceramic glazing 
ingredient because of its toxicity. Piles of 
DU near the gaseous diffusion enrichment 
plants in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio 
are many thousands of times as large as 
the amounts used so far in warfare. Those 
piles have not been dispersed into the 
environment, as by a fire, but are still a 
concern. Over the last 60 years, concern 
about low-level exposure to radiation 
and toxins has increased, not decreased. 
Medical and workplace standards are 
increasingly stringent. 

I am sorry that I do not have the 
emotional energy to completely 
comprehend this confusing article. I 
cannot skip Street's contention that U.S. 
nuclear power plants really work at 90 
percent of design capacity. My father, 
who was a mechanical engineer, told me 
that you design a mechanism to work 
at 60 percent to 80 percent of its design 
capacity. Less is inefficient; more invites 
failure. Shut it down and service it 
regularly. If you have varying demand, 
make your units small enough that one 
unit can handle the minimum load; add 
units as demand increases so they all work 
efficiently. Load on electric utilities is at a 
minimum in spring and fall when heating 
and cooling loads are lightest. Fewer units 
are run. Load increases to a maximum in 
deep winter and high summer. People 
watching the water vapor come off cooling 
towers and the number of employee cars 
in parking lots agree that nuclear power 
plants are usually shut down spring and 
fall, and only produce full water vapor at 
coldest winter and hottest summer. The 
exact periods will vary by local climate. 
The 90-percent industry figure was clearly 
for availability when in service, not 
percentage of overall design capacity. 

If the nuclear industry wants the 
public to trust it, it needs to lift the pall 
of secrecy that has hidden the inner 
workings of commercial nuclear power 
since its inception. Telling people to 
trust institutional surrogates of a highly 
profitable industry rather than opening 
the books and speaking plainly just won't 
work any more. 

john Wright Daschke 
Bloomington, Ind. 

Compelled to speak out 

After reading and re-reading Karen 
Street's article, "The Nuclear Energy 
Debate among Friends: Another Round" 
(Ff July), I can no longer remain silent. 

Over 30 years ago I actively 
participated in organizing opposition to 
the construction of the nuclear power 
plants at Seabrook, N.H. At that time we 
argued that nuclear power was unsafe, 
unnecessary and uneconomical. 

Subsequent events confirmed our 
analysis. Major accidents at Three Mile 
Island in the U.S. and at Chernobyl in the 
Ukraine made headlines around the world. 
The radiation releases caused hundreds of 
immediate deaths and thousands of 
subsequent cancer cases. Seabrook I was 
the last nuclear plant constructed in the 
U.S. Unit II was never completed, and 
Public Service Co. of New Hampshire 
went bankrupt. 

To these secular arguments against 
nuclear power, I would add that promoting 
nuclear power as a solution to global 
warming is contrary to Friends beliefs in 
stewardship and simplicity. 

Nuclear power plants generate spent 
nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive 
waste. The Department of Energy began 
studying Nevada's Yucca Mountain in 
1978 to determine whether it would be 
suitable for the nation's first long-term 
geologic repository for over 150 million 
pounds of spent nuclear fuel and high-level 
radioactive waste. As of 2008, over $9 
billion had been spent on the project. 

Seventy-seven thousand tons of high­
level nuclear waste is currently held in 
temporary surface storage facilities at 131 
sites in 39 states awaiting a permanent 
repository. Much of the waste is stored in 
outdoor pools, without any containment, 
on the sites of existing nuclear power plants. 

Earlier this year the Obama administra­
tion cut off funding for Yucca Mountain, 
leaving the United States with no facility 
to store nuclear waste that will remain 
radioactive for 250,000 years. To promote 
the generation of even more radioactive 
waste contradicts our commitment to 
stewardship of the Earth's resources. 

The current showcase of the nuclear 
industry is Finland's Olikuoto nuclear 
plant that is being constructed by France's 
Areva conglomerate (Areva was also a 
major subcontractor at Yucca Mountain). 
Areva promised that electricity from the 
reactor could be generated more cheaply 

Continued on page 53 
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II II 

I I 

What Kind of Resource 

is Money? 

he subject here is money and how to 
use it responsibly. We all know that 
budgets are moral documents. We 

know that after all our discernment and 
strategic planning, where we put the mon­
ey tells the tale of our commitments. 

Money is a peculiar kind of resource. 
Unlike most other resources, modern 
money has no relationship to any tan­
gible aspect of Earth's substance. Since 
1971, when President Richard M. Nix­
on cut the U.S. dollar loose from the 

Keith Helmuth, a member of New Brunswick 
Monthly Meeting in Canada, is a founding 
member of Quaker Institute for the Future 
and secretary of the Board. This article is from 
an address to the budget session of Philadel­
phia Yearly Meeting, July 30, 2009. 
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gold standard, money has become en­
tirely abstract. And now with comput­
erization it is mostly just digital nota­
tion in an electronic database. Some 
folks decry this vaporization of money 
into complete abstraction, while others 
argue that it is a good thing because 
there are now no longer any physical 
constraints on the growth of money and 
thus on wealth accumulation. 

Three observations are worth making: 
• Money is, among other things, a license 

to intervene in Earth's ecological bud­
get, about which I will add more later. 

0 Our current monetary system is en­
tirely a human invention like any oth­
er technology, and not a species of nat­
ural law. It can be changed. To this 
point I will also return. 

0 Money and our monetary system is, in 
essence, a technology of social trust. 
Just think how amazing this is! The 

Ill 

I 

by Keith Helmuth 
vast complexity of relationships in fi­
nancial dealings, and in the monetary 
system overall, are based on a pro­
found social trust. This is why it is so 
devastating when the system fails, 
when large chunks of life savings and 
investments are wiped out, and non­
profit institutions lose major portions 
of their funding base. 

W hen we put these observations to­
gether, we are well on the way to under­
standing the monetary system as a mar­
velous tool of human invention that ur­
gently needs to have its platform of op­
eration redesigned. 

First, what does it mean to say mon­
ey is a license to intervene in Earth's 
ecological budget? It means we recog­
nize that the human economy is a whol­
ly owned subsidiary of Earth's economy. 
Every time we spend money it has an 
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impact on Earth's bioproductive and 
bio-assimilative capacities-that is, on 
the Earth's ability to keep its biological 
systems producing and to absorb and 
recycle the end products of biotic activ­
ity, including the activities of the hu­
man species. 

In a consumption-oriented economy, 
the more money spent, the greater the 
impact on Earth's ability to keep itself 
healthy and functioning in an ecologi­
cally sound way. But from the stand­
point of Earth and the integrity and re­
silience of its ecosystems, the unlimited 
growth of money is a disaster. 

Secondly, the modern money and 
banking system can be clearly explained 
in historical terms, and in terms of the 
deliberate design of power relationships. 
It did not emerge from some mystical 
combination of natural law and human 
need. The modern banking industry 
was designed quite specifically to en­
able the kings of England in the 17th 
century to finance war making. It 
worked so well for this exercise in pow­
er and aggrandizement that it became 
the engine of growth for the ambitions 
of mining, manufacturing, and com­
merce as the great Industrial Revolu­
tion got underway. 
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I won't go into this history here, but 
the point is this: The particular design 
of the modern monetary system is a spe­
cific historical invention, and, as schol­
ars of monetary reform point out, could 
readily be altered in ways that would 
better serve human security and ecosys­
tem integrity. 

As for social trust, here is one way to 
think about our situation. In the old 
days when the homestead economy was 
predominant, families and communi­
ties had various ways of securing access 
to the means of life, even if money was 
scarce. Our situation today is entirely 
different. Access to an adequate and sta­
ble supply of money is absolutely essen­
tial for access to the means of life. And 
on this central critical feature of mod­
ern life, the current monetary system 
has repeatedly and dramatically failed. 

It is within this context of yet anoth­
er massive failure of monetary stability 
that Philadelphia Yearly Meeting and 
other Quaker organizations now pon­
der their budgets and programs. 

WiH Getting the 
Economy "Back on 
Track" Save Us? 

ne of the most frequently heard re­
marks about the current financial 
debacle is that "nobody saw it 

coming." That, of course, is not true. 
Many maverick economists saw it com­
ing. George Soros, one of the world's fore­
most financial speculators, saw it coming 
and published a series of essays and books 
of dire warning. Many voices are now 
warning that if the system is put back on 
the same old track it will crash again, 
likely with even worse consequences. 

And here is why: Peak oil and cli­
mate disruption are the grim reapers of 
the capital-driven economy. The most 
discerning analysts of our situation tell 
us we are in for a multidimensional sys­
tem failure. This is not a crisis from 
which we can expect to recover as in the 
past. What we are facing and are well 
into, according to Lymon K. Caldwell, 
considered the dean of U.S. environ­
mental policy, is not a crisis but a cli­
macteric. A climacteric is a level and de­
gree of change after which a fundamen­
tally new reality comes into effect that 
requires new systems of adaptation to 
be worked out. 

One of the new adaptations that will 
have to be worked out is a monetary sys­
tem that facilitates a stable, sufficient, 
and equitable distribution of essential 
goods and services, but does not depend 
for its survival on pnpetual growth and 
won't fail even if the economy shrinks. 

Here is our dilemma: We have all 
been conditioned to think it is natural 
for money to grow. This is the basis of 
conventional investment strategy. Our 
money will grow by being invested in 
an ever-growing economy. However, 
our high-energy, industrial-consumer 
economy is already larger than Earth's 
capacity can sustain. To continue pump­
ing it up so our money will continue to 
grow is basically suicidal. 

There was a time when this was not 
the case. Many of us can remember 
those times. But the times have changed. 
This is what is so hard for us to get 
through our heads. W hat once worked 
pretty well to advance material well-be- 1j 
ing, and even human betterment, is now � 
failing. We are now at a point where we <; 

wake up in the morning, shake our :j 
heads, and think, "Wait a minute, this 
can't be happening, can it?" But it is. 

In the words of economist Herman 
Daly, economic growth in the wealthy 
regions of the world has become uneco­
nomic-that is, the negative conse­
quences now outweigh the positive con­
sequences. The primary negative conse­
quences that are now upon us are cli­
mate disruption and biodiversity col­
lapse. To continue growing the con­
sumption economy is going the wrong 
way from the standpoint of human se­
curity and ecological resilience. 

At this point a caveat must be added. I 
am talking about the wealthy regions and 
rich populations of the world. There are 
definitely regions of the world and spe­
cific populations that need progressively 
growing economies in order to achieve a 
secure and dignified way of living. The 
impact of the rich on Earth systems 
must decrease to allow for this much­
needed economic growth. Fair is fair. 

Add to this great shift the fact that 
mainstream petroleum industry ana­
lysts are forecasting oil at $200 to $225 
a barrel in the near future, and it be­
comes clear that the economies of 
wealth are not likely to be again what 
they once were. Our budgets, both in­
stitutional and personal, are entering 
uncharted waters. 
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"Skating Where the 

Puck is Going to Be" 
his situation can be taken as a 
grand opening for economic re­
form, and, in particular, for mon-

etary system reform that aims for an 
ecological rebalancing of the human­
Earth relationship. A famous Canadian 
once uttered words of wisdom that may 
be helpful as we take up this task. When 
asked about the secret of his success, 
hockey legend Wayne Gretzky replied, 
"I skate where the puck is going to be." 

I suspect the current economic situa­
tion has put many organizational bud­
gets in a reactive mode. Perhaps the next 
step is to look ahead, not to "recovery" 
but, realistically, to where the "puck is 
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Recommended 

Reading 

Agenda for a New Economy: From 
Phantom Wealth to Real Wealth, by 
David Korten, 2009. -Why and 
how to move investments from 
Wall Street to Main Street and 
why reforming the monetary 
system is essential. 

The Lost Science of Money, by 
Stephen Zarlenga, 2002. 
-Currently, the most 
comprehensive book on the 
subject. For serious study; $60, but 
worth it. Order from the website of 
American Monetary Institute: 
<www.monetary.org/index.html> 

The Other Side of the Coin: The 
Emerging Vision of Economics and 
Our Place in the World, by David 
Orrell, 2008. -Comprehensive 
look at new understandings in 
economics and how we think 
about money. 

Community and Money: Men and 
Women Making Change, by 
Mary-Beth Raddon, 2003. 
-Monetary alternatives at the 
local level. 

Peak Everything: Waking Up to the 
Century of Declines, by Richard 
Heinberg, 2007. -Helpful for 
thinking about "where the puck is 
going to be." 

going to be." Quakers were once promi­
nent in the banking and financial world. 
Many Friends have been very smart and 
prudent in managing money within the 
current system. Can we now enter the 
turbulent stream of a broken system 
with our experience and discernment 
skills to help design and implement a 
new monetary order that works well for 
people and the Earth? We don't have to 
take the lead; many others have already 
done the research and spade work. But 
Friends may be especially helpful in the 
difficult exercises of public discernment 
and decision making that lie ahead. 

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting is fortu­
nate to have related work already under 
way. Friends Testimonies and Econom­
ics, co-sponsored by the PYM Earth­
care Working Group, is developing a 
project called "Confronting the Growth 
Dilemma." This project is a real attempt 
to "skate where the puck is going to 
be." (This effort is aimed at nationwide 
participation among Friends. For fur­
ther information on this project and 
how to get involved, contact Ed Dreby 
at <eddreby@verizon.net>.) 

Is Monetary Reform on 

the Horizon? 

I 
encourage rebalancing the evolution­
ary potential of Quakerism toward 
activism, and I offer a comment on 

where emergent vitality may be found. 
It seems to me the wisdom of the ages 
from most spiritual traditions, includ­
ing our own, offers this perspective: 
spiritual growth, fulfillment, enlighten-

ment, vital and nurturing communities, 
and even just plain old happiness, are 
generally not well attained by direct ef­
forts to achieve them. Texts to this ef­
fect can be quoted from the sacred writ­
ings and teachings of virtually every 
spiritual tradition. 

These graces of experience and social 
life come to us most easily and often, it 
seems, when we are looking the other 
way, when we have pretty much forgot­
ten about ourselves, when we have more 
or less disappeared into some form of 
good work. As the poet Mary Oliver 
writes, "Love yourself, then forget it, 
then love the world." We aim to do the 
right thing in the right way for the com­
mon good, and low and behold, spiri­
tual vitality and nurturing relationships 
spring up and take us by surprise. 

The French writer Antoine de Saint 
Exupery expresses this insight in a 
slightly different way: "Love is not so 
much looking at each other as it is look­
ing together in the same direction." The 
same thing, I think, is true for the emer­
gence of spiritual vitality in faith com­
munities. Perhaps it is also true for the 
way we prepare and implement our 
budgets. And in this, of course, we have 
no better guide than the person we 
might call the founding figure of Phila­
delphia Yearly Meeting, William Penn, 
who wrote this imperishable and oft­
quoted line: "True religion does ·not 
draw men [and women] out of the world 
but enables them to live better in it and 
excites their endeavors to mend it." 

Working towards an equitable, low­
risk, Earth-friendly, and war-preventing 
monetary system is one of the most im­
portant ways of mending the world now 
before us. Quakerism has a rich diver­
sity of gifts, one of which is to be smart 
about money. I suggest the time has 
come to move that collective gift be­
yond our institutional budgets and into 
focused study and action on monetary 
system reform. 

A monetary system that must endless­
ly expand based on consumption and 
debt is not sustainable and is destroying 
the planet. A monetary system designed 
to serve human security and ecological 
integrity is possible. Examples exist. 
Taking up this task as a religious and 
ethical responsibility may be one of 
Quakerism's unique potentials. And it 
may also result in the re-emergence of a 
surprising spiritual vitality. D 
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LIVING IN I HT I Ill 

by Hollister Knowlton 

Wings of Joy 
ince I was a child, I have found 
immense and unending joy in 
this miraculous creation that is 

planet Earth and all its abundance and 
diversity. 

I don't think my father had ever seen 
or read Rachel Carson's book A Sense of 
Wonder, but he raised me as if he had. I 
have memories from age four or five of 
his reading to me at bedtime, and what 
I remember are not traditional chil­
dren's books, but National Geographic 
Magazine (I realized later that he didn't 
actually read it to me, but he captivated 
me with stories about the pictures). 

Another image I treasure is one of 
us-my dad and me-lying shoulder to 
shoulder on the ground watching a busy 
ant hill, while he told me all about how 
these tiny creatures worked together in 
a community where each had a job and 
even took care of each other. 

One day, when he was building a 

stone wall next to the driveway, he 
stopped digging to introduce me to my 
first earthworm and to explain to my 
friends and me how they eat their way 
through our soil and make it rich and 
good for our garden. His stories and his 
tenderness created in me fertile ground 
for a joyful embrace of the natural 
world, which would prove to be impor­
tant to me later in life. 

Hollister Knowlton, a member of Chestnut 
Hill Meeting in Philadelphia, Pa., is clerk of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting's Earthcare 
Working Group, a member of the Policy Com­
mittee of Friends Committee far National 
Legislation, and immediate past clerk of 
Quaker Earthcare Witness. This article is 
drawn from a speech at the Friends General 
Conference Gathering in Blacksburg, Va., on 
July 2, and is reprinted by permission from 
Friends General Conference. ©200!) FGC. 
To acquire an mp3, CD, or DVD of Hollis­
ter's full talk, go to <www.quakerbooks.org>. 

FRIENDS JOURNAL November 2009 

Iii 

I 

Fire of Love 

I 
have been married but have never had 
a child. For some years that was a 
source of sadness for me and I carried 

a deep sense of loss. But as my concern 
about caring for our Earth grew, as my 
leading to call others into living in right 
relationship with all beings and all cre­
ation spilled forth, one morning, in 
meeting for worship, a different way of 
looking at my childlessness came to me. 

I was thinking about the fierce love 
that parents have for their 

II 

Rooted in Spirit 

I 
found Spirit-my sense of whatever 
God is-not in church, but in the 
forests and waters of the Adirondack 

Mountains of New York where we spent 
our short and precious family vacations 
and where I now have the privilege of 
companioning my elderly mother dur­
ing the summer months. 

It was there that I found a sense of 
connection, rootedness, heart-swelling 
gratitude at the beauty of unspoiled wil-

children: the love my par­
ents had had for me, the 
love that the parents who 
sat around me at meeting 
had for their children. I 
contemplated how that 
fierce, protective love 
called them to give and 
give and give to those 
children, to sacrifice for 
them joyfully. And to 
sometimes take more 
than the Earth's fair share 

"Wings of joy, 
Fire of Love, 
Rooted in Spirit" 

-2009 FGC Gathering Theme 

to give it to their children-out of love. 
What came to me was that perhaps 

God had not intended me to have chil­
dren. Instead, I had been given the space 
in my heart to love the Earth as if it 
were my child. 

To love it unconditionally. 
To feel its pain-as a mother feels 

her child's pain-as it is abused and ex­
ploited. 

To be overwhelmed with grief as I 
began to understand that its living 
skin-the biosphere-is dying, that the 
living Earth, my child, is dying because 
of us. Because of our desires for our­
selves and our children. Because of the 
greed of some. 

Indeed, for many of my young adult 
years, I suffered from a deep clinical de­
pression, and have wondered to what 
extent it might have stemmed from that 
grief for Earth. 

derness. There was something larger 
than me there-some Spirit in the sun­
rise over the water, in the fragrance of 
sweet fern, in the wind in the hemlocks 
and spruce trees, in the waterfall flow­
ing into the lake, in the amazing clarity 
of the water through which one could 
see 20 feet down, in the strange beauty 
of the carnivorous pitcher plant, and in 
the fragile beauty of a pink lady slip­
per-gorgeous whether I was there to 
witness its blooms or not. 

Filled with a sense of wonder, wher­
ever I went, if alone, I spoke aloud my 
gratitude for all I encountered. My guess 
is that many of you have also experienced 
a sense of Spirit in the natural world. 

Each year, it was hard to leave the 
lake and return to my home town on 
the coast of Connecticut. And once 
there, I was always jarred by the con­
trast between the unspoiled wilder-
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ness-what God had created, it seemed 
to me-and what humans had con­
structed. It was painful to observe the 
trash we generated and left behind, the 
polluted waterways, the broken-down 
buildings and the people in communi­
ties we neglected. 

The Protestant church my family at­
tended did not speak to that which I 
had found in the forests. Indeed, while I 
loved singing in the choir, it troubled 
me that the words that people spoke in 
church seemed to have no connection to 
how they lived the rest of their lives. Af­
ter high school, I drifted away from 
church. There was always a yearning for 
some spiritual community, but I never 
looked in the right places. 

A Calling to live in 
Right Relationship 

I 
t was not until I was in my late 40s 
that I discovered Quakerism and at 
last found my spiritual home away 

from the woods. While I'd lived in Phil­
adelphia for almost 20 years and knew 
Quakers existed, I didn't know it was 
something others could join. By then, I 
had been trying for some time to live 
out the saying "Live simply, that others 
may simply live." 

•IO 

In the early 1990s, because of my 
work for an environmental organization 
working on land use, air quality, and 
transportation issues, I had become 
aware of the impact of two things that 
led to the first major changes I made in 
my life for the sake of God's creation 
and so that "others might simply live." 

First, my research into the impacts of 
our traditional meat-based (this is meat 
from the supermarket) vs. vegetarian di­
ets awakened me to the huge differ­
ence-in terms of water, land, and fossil 
fuel use-between the two. In some 
cases, for example water use for vegeta­
bles vs. beef, the difference is as large as 
a factor of 1,000. For ecological foot­
print it's a factor of 500. It had niggled 
at me for at least 20 years that I should 
be a vegetarian, but I wasn't sure how to 
do it and it wasn't until I saw those 
numbers that I felt compelled to change. 
And then way opened and a man came 
into my life who was a vegan-and a 
very good cook. Suddenly, it was easy to 
become a vegan! 

The second change came about as I 
began to understand the enormous 
damage that has resulted from our 
country's love affair with the car. We 
have sprawled our development over the 
land, including-at least in Pennsylva-

nia-some of the richest farmland; we 
have given up the old model of village 
communities where people know their 
neighbors and can walk to everything 
they need. In exchange, our zoning laws 
require housing developments that are 
cut off from schools, shops, libraries, 
parks, and places of work, making it 
necessary for us to drive in order to get 
anywhere. And, of course, all the gaso­
line needed for our cars and heating and 
cooling for our much larger houses 
pumps greenhouse gases into the atmo­
sphere, contributing to climate change. 

Learning all this made me uncom­
fortable about driving a car, but I wasn't 
moved to action until I learned that for 
every gallon of gas we burn, 20 pounds 
of co2 is emitted into the atmosphere! 
I know that sounds impossible-I 
thought so too, until I got someone at 
Sun Oil Company to walk me through 
the chemical equation. The extra weight 
comes from the addition of oxygen from 
the air when the fuel burns. That meant 
that my little red Hyundai, which got 
34 miles to the gallon, was spewing out 
three quarters of a pound of CO 2 for ev­
ery mile I drove! 

I felt convicted-in the early Quaker 
sense of the word-as if shown some­
thing wrong-hypocrisy-inside me. 
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So, 15 years ago, I began to look for a 
place to live where one could manage 
without a car. I found a tiny little row 
house right across from the train station 
and a block from several bus lines and 
the charming cobblestone main street 
through town. To my delight, I loved 
the way giving up my car transformed 
my life. It slowed things down and made 
me more intentional. 

I also came to discover that there was 
an unexpected gift in not having chil­
dren: it has made such changes ever so 
much easier for me than for many others. 

But I had started to tell you how I 
came to find Quakerism. 

About two years after I' d given up 
my car and become a vegan, I was kaya­
king with a friend and we were sharing 
our spiritual journeys. When I told her 
that I' d never found a religion that spoke 
to me, she responded, "Why Hollister, I 
think you are a Quaker!" In surprise, I 
asked why she would say that, and she­
w ho is a devout Episcopalian-an­
swered, "Quakers live their principles." 

I've since learned that there are many 
people of faith who live their principles, 
but that had not been my experience in 
the churches I' d attended. Intrigued by 
this notion of such a faith group, two 
months later I got up the courage to walk 
the three-fourths mile to my local month-

C02 Emissions 

Method Pounds per 

ly meeting. Once there, though perplexed 
at what was going on, I sensed in the si­
lence and peace that I had come home. 

It was the testimonies of Simplicity, 
Equality, and Integrity that spoke most 
strongly to me, for they seemed to pro­
vide a framework for the kind of life I 
was trying to live. 

In finding the Religious Society of 
Friends, I believed I had found a faith 
community that would share or at least 
understand my concerns. It was with 
delight that I found that my yearly 
meeting had an Environmental Work­
ing Group and that my monthly meet­
ing was happy to appoint me its repre­
sentative. From there I was encouraged 
to consider becoming my yearly meet­
ing's representative to the national orga­
nization then called Friends Committee 
on Unity with Nature-now Quaker 
Earthcare Witness. There I found true 
kindred spirits in terms of a deep con­
cern for the sacredness of Earth. 

In 2001, the collapse of the twin tow­
ers helped me see with blinding clarity 
that we cannot hope to have peace un­
less we do justice. And, further, that we 
cannot have peace or justice without right 
sharing of the Earth. As Gandhi said, 
"To foster peace you must live equitably." 

Yet we in the United States continue 
to use so much more than our share of 

Earth's abundance while others 
suffer in poverty. We wage war 
in countries whose oil resources 
we desire, and we continue to 

of transport passenger mile 

burn so much of that oil that 
climate change threatens the 
lives of millions. 

Inter-city bus .18 

light rail .35 

Inter-city rail .42 

local bus .66 

Plane, long trip .8 

Plane, short trip 1.28 

Car, 1 person 

50mpg .4 
40mpg .5 
30mpg .75 
20mpg 1.0 
15mpg 1.5 

Sources: 
World Resources Institute employee commuting 
spreadsheet; Greenhouse Gas Protocol Initiative 
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From this new Quaker foun­
dation, I began to speak and 
give workshops at monthly meet­
ings, especially about the issues 
of climate change, the impact 
and the inequity of our use of 
resources, and the need to live 
in right relationship with all cre­
ation. I began to yearn to leave 
my job to devote more time to 
working among Friends. 

Over the years I have become 
clear that this work is a minis­
try, and I am filled with grati­
tude at the Quaker process that 
nurtures such work and builds a 
community of support that it 
might flower. I am grateful for 
my worship group, the Ever­
greens. We are a group of about 

15 near neighbors who meet in one an­
other's houses each weekday morning for 
worship and study and who find our 
community growing in its depth and 
caring commitment to one another. 

At the end of 2003, when I was turn­
ing 55, my prayers were answered. My 
job was eliminated and my employer of­
fered me the opportunity to take early 
retirement. I sold my house and, with 
the proceeds and other savings, am able 
to live simply. I have been released to do 
the work it feels that God has been call­
ing me to do. 

Last November I traveled via Grey­
hound bus from Philadelphia to Den­
ver. Why by bus, you might ask? Once I 
learned that long-haul buses emit the 
least CO 2 emissions per passenger mile, 
that felt like the only right choice for me. 

For those of you who like to know 
the numbers, a long-distance bus emits 
0.18 lbs. of C02per passenger per mile. 
That's about half of what's emitted by 
long-distance train (0.42 lbs. per passen­
ger per mile) or a Prius and about one 
sixth that emitted by long-distance planes 
(0.88 lbs. per passenger per mile). 

The more I traveled by bus and put 
up with its inconveniences, the more I 
thought about John Woolman and his 
choice to travel in ship's steerage so as 
not to have comforts while others did 
not. I liked to think that if Woolman 
were alive today, he might be riding 
Greyhound with me to be in solidarity 
with the poor. 

So I was traveling to Denver, and since 
I had lots of time ( 45 hours or so) I was 
rereading Jim Merkel's book, Radical 
Simplicity, in preparation for the week­
end retreat I had been invited to present, 
on ecological and carbon footprinting. 

Jim is not a Quaker, but he is a model 
for us all. A brilliant and successful en­
gineer working in the weapons industry, 
he had an awakening when he saw the 
Exxon Valdez spill and felt convicted­
felt that it wasn't the captain's fault, but 
his for being complicit in the system. 
He gave up his successful career and has 
since lived in a 300-square-foot home 
on $5,000 a year (the world average, he 
says) and dedicated his life to living and 
teaching about radical simplicity. 

I had met Jim at a Quaker Earthcare 
Witness annual meeting and had al­
ready read most of his book, but during 
that bus ride I came across something I 
must have missed the first time, and it 
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stunned me to the core. It was a statis­
tic that I should have been aware of 
based on all the work I 'd been doing 
with ecological footprinting, but I was 
still surprised. 

Jim quoted from the 2002 Living 
Planet Report, which had been produced 
jointly by the World Wildlife Fund, The 
World Conservation Monitoring Cen­
ter of the United Nation's Environment 
Program, and a nonprofit organization 
called Redefining Progress. It was based 
on 1999 data, when world population 
had just hit 6 billion. 

Here's what I read and what I want 
you to know: "Currently the world's 
wealthiest one billion people alone con­
sume the equivalent of the earth's entire 
sustainable yield. All six billion are con­
suming at a level that is 20 percent over 
sustainable yield." 

Since 1999, the world has added an­
other 700 million people. And now the 
entire world population of 6.7 billion 
people is using and producing waste at a 
level that is 30 percent more than the 
Earth can sustainably yield or process. 

Take that in. Consider its implications. 
That the world's wealthiest 1 billion 

consume all the Earth can give us. 
That we, part of the world's wealthi­

est one billion, use so much that we leave 
nothing for the other five (now 5.7) bil­
lion humans, who live so simply or in 
such dire poverty that they use just 20 
percent of Earth's sustainable yield. 

With our cars and our plane Bights 
and our meat-based diets and our pro­
cessed foods, and now-on average-
2,500-square-foot homes, and our throw­
away society, we, the wealthy, leave noth­
ing for the rest of our fellow humans 
who are dying of malnutrition, or try­
ing to survive in refugee camps as they 
Bee their war-torn, desertified, Hooded 
homelands. We leave nothing for the 
rest of God's creation, our kin-those 
magnificent large mammals: the gorilla, 
elephant, Siberian tiger-all expected to 
be extinct in the wild by mid-century, 
mostly due to habitat loss. And the cli­
mate change that results from our over­
use of fossil fuels is disrupting the sea­
sons so that migratory birds arrive home 
only to find their normal foods already 
gone or not yet ready to refuel them. 

How could this be-this terrible 
inequity? 

For me, discovering the ecological 
footprint concept has been transforma-
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rive. Many of you know about ecologi­
cal footprinting, and a number of you 
have come to the Earthcare Center at 
the Gathering in past years to calculate 
your own footprint. It is a rough calcu­
lation, not a precise measure, but I have 
found it a very effective tool. An eco­
logical footprint is the total amount of 
biologically productive land and sea re­
quired to provide the resources we use 
and to absorb the waste we produce. 
The fair share footprint assumes 28 .2 
billion acres of biologically productive 
area on Earth's surface. 

Perhaps you've heard the expression 
that if everyone lived the way we do, we 
would need five planet Earths. Here's 
where that comes from: with 6.7 billion 
people in the world, there are about 4.2 
acres available for each person. Yet, the 
average U.S. citizen uses 24 acres of bio­
capacity to sustain his/her lifestyle, 
which is more than five times what is 
available. So, if everyone were allocated 
as much as we take, we'd need at least 
five planets. 

It is this overconsumption of bioca­
pacity, the destruction of habitat, and 
the dumping of toxins into the system 
that has led to loss of biodiversity and 
ecosystem collapse. Species are becom­
ing extinct at 10 to 100 times the nor­
mal rate. Biologists agree we are in the 
midst of the sixth great extinction. But 
unlike the crisis that caused the last 
mass extinction, ending the· Cretaceous 
Period-the dinosaur age-65 million 
years ago, this crisis is one for which we 
humans are largely responsible. 

So, what do we do with the heart­
wrenching knowledge that we are com­
plicit in this terrible inequity and this 
damage that threatens life as we know it? 

As Bill McDonough said, "Ignorance 
ends today. Negligence starts tomorrow." 

Ten Things You Can 
Do that Give Me Hope 

r a long time now, we have not 
been living in right relationship 
with the rest of creation, and the 

damage from that is all around us. That 
we are responsible, to me, makes it a 
moral, ethical, and religious issue. An 
issue that calls not only for a response 
from secular environmental organiza­
tions, but also for the prophetic voices 
of faith groups-all faiths-to name 
what is happening and call on our soci-

ety to change quickly and radically. 
I'd like to share a list of ten things 

you can do that give me hope: 
1 Calculate your ecological footprint 

e and your household carbon foot­
print to determine a baseline, then com­
mit to reducing it by 10 percent. When 
you find out how easy that was, commit 
to further reductions! 
2 Food: changing our eating hab­

.. its can drastically lower our col 
emissions. Eat less meat, which involves 
much more col emissions in its pro­
duction and processing. In particular, 
eat less fish! Jim Merkel says that by far 
the highest ecological footprint factor is 
that for carnivorous fish (e.g., tuna, sword­
fish). Environmentalist Karen Street's 
numbers say carbon emissions for fish 
are at least as high as for beef. Also, try 
to eat fewer processed foods and more 
that are local and if possible organic­
and just as important as organic is use 
of integrated pest management (IPM) 
by farmers. The average item in your su­
permarket travels 1,200 to 1,500 miles, 
so the embedded energy for those foods 
is much higher. 
3 Housing: the square footage of your 

.. housing and the extent of its 
insulation is directly correlated to the 
energy it takes to heat, cool, and main­
tain it and thus your footprint size. The 
distance you live from work or from 
transit is also directly related to your 
transport footprint. There are several 
ways you can reduce the energy spent 
on housing. If you are an empty nester 
in a larger home, provide a room to 
someone. I have a little row house in 
Philadelphia that is less than 1,000 
square feet, but in order to cut my hous­
ing footprint in half, I now share it with 
another person for a very nominal rent 
that helps cover utilities and taxes. If 
you haven't done as much insulation as 
possible, do it: attic sealing, basement 
sealing, etc. 
4 Transportation: this is a big one! 

.. Follow these basic rules: fly less; 
drive less and slower, and when you do 
drive, take someone along; better, use 
public transit. 
5 Learn about, then speak about, cli­

" mate change. Be as informed as 
you possibly can be and keep taking in 
new information. Be open to hearing 
things you may not want to hear and 
considering scenarios and solutions you 
may not want to consider. Karen Street 
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wrote in her article, " The Nuclear En­
ergy Debate among Friends: Another 
Response" (F]July): 

Secretary of Energy Steven Chu warns that 
both cities and agriculture in California ... 
may be gone by century's end. These pro­
jections are based on assumptions many 
prefer not to make: that population will in­
crease not decrease; that energy consump­
tion will increase in less developed coun­
tries faster than it can decrease in the U.S. 
(if it can decrease here at all); and that tech­
nology for wind, hydro, and biomass can 
affordably deliver, at best, 30-35 percent of 
electricity by 2030, with solar not expected 
to come into significant play, according to 
the IPCC, until 2030 and after. . .. The 
unavoidable conclusion policymakers draw 
from the research cited in IPCC reports is 
that roughly two-thirds of electricity needs 
projected for 2030 (needs that are expected 
to be much greater than current levels) must 
be met by some combination of fossil fuels 
and nuclear power. 

Friends, if you don't like that option, 
then let's begin to take seriously how 
our faith calls us to change our lives and 
model something different for the rest 
of the world. Behavior change-conser­
vation-could be a big contributor to 
avoiding the kind of growth that is be­
ing predicted. Could Friends take this 
on as the issue of this year and the de­
cade to come? Yet, it's critical to under­
stand that individual changes, though 
important, can only reduce our foot­
print by about half Therefore, we must 
also work for political change: 

FRIENDS JOURNAL November 2009 

Join Friends Committee on National 
Legislation's legislative action network to 
keep up to date on such opportunities. 

Be aware of what preparations the 
United States is making for December 
meetings in Copenhagen-the climate 
change negotiations that are a follow-up 
to the Kyoto protocol. The Markey Wax­
man bill has just passed the House, but 
it is pitiful in terms of the reductions it 
will achieve, and Big Coal won huge 
concessions. The bill goes to the Senate 
this fall, which gives us another chance 
to advocate for a much stronger bill. 
(Check <www.fcnl.org> to see where de­
liberations are. When you read this, there 
may still be time to contact senators.) 6 Learn the workings of economics 

.. in order to confront the growth di­
lemma. Steven Chu refers to an assump­
tion that world GDP will quadruple by 
2050. If we cannot curb our growth, we 
will be forced to use more coal and nu­
clear. Friends Testimony on Economics 
(F TE) -a joint project of Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting's Earthcare Working 
Group and Quaker Earthcare Wit­
ness-is starting a network of Friends 
willing to engage in confronting the 
growth dilemma. You can read Right 
Relationship: Building a Whole Earth 
Economy, by Geoff Garver and Peter 
Brown. And you can start a Sabbath 
Economics study group. My worship 
group read Sabbath Economics, House­
hold Practices by Matthew Colwell. This 
little book helps us look at what amounts 
to our addiction to consumerism and to 

work with it as a spiritual issue. 7 Population: Jim Merkel has made 
"a study of how small we can make 

our footprints and still have good qual-
ity of life. He's gotten grad students to 
live happily in the summer on a foot­
print of three acres, but concedes that six 
to eight is more feasible. But, if you re­
member the fair share of biocapaci­
ty-4.2 acres-you'll realize that we 
would still be at about 50 percent over­
shoot even if we all reduced to eight 
acres. The only answer then is fewer peo­
ple. Jim Merkel tells us that if we got to 
the point where we truly understood the 
enormity of our dilemma and would vol- � 
untarily move to a practice of one child 1 

� 

per family, it would take only 100 years � 
to reduce the global population to 1 to 2 � 
billion people. If you are of childbearing � 
age, I ask you to consider having only � 
one child. If you have a child of that age, 
talk to them and encourage adoption. 8 On a less challenging note, find an 

.Awakening the Dreamer, Chang­
ing the Dream (ATD) symposium in 
your area and attend (see <http://awak­
eningthedreamer.org>). There are Quak­
ers trained to lead these inspiring, day­
long programs. They grew out of a plea 
from an Indigenous tribe in Ecuador 
who, thanking a group of people who 
had helped them protect their forest, 
then added, "But if you really want to help 
us, please go home and change the dream 
of the north, for it is killing our planet." 9 Create a study discussion group. 

"Learn about some of these issues 
and read some of the books I've men­
tioned together. Find out about the 
Transition Town initiative and, with 
your friends and neighbors, build resil­
ience into your community while devis­
ing an energy descent plan. You do not 
have to do this alone! Together, as Dor­
othy Day said, "We need to build the 
new society within the shell of the old." 
Together, as the ATD symposium says, 
"we can hospice the old, and midwife 
the new." 

10 Find what is yours to do! This 
"is what really gives me hope: 

that each of you will discern what God 
is asking of you. That you will do all 
that you do out of love-for God's cre­
ation, for your brother and sister hu­
mans, and for all species of all time. 
That you, too, will fall in love with our 
precious living planet and protect it as if 
it were your child. 0 
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by Susan Waltz 
ith the election of Barack 
Obama in November 
2008, it seemed for a 
time that, as a people, we 

might be able to put the torture issue 
behind us. Within days of his inaugu­
ration, President Obama formally re­
scinded the executive order that had 
sanctioned the use of torture, and it ap­
peared we might safely be able to turn 
attention away from the stain on the 
reputation of the United States to focus 
on the many other pressing problems 
before us. 

Susan "Waltz is a member of Red Cedar Meeting 
in Lansing, Mich., and currently serves on the 
board of Amnesty International-USA. An 
earlier version of this article was published by 
the Centerfor International and Comparative 
Studies at University of Michigan, where she is 
a professor of Public Policy. 

In the interim, of course, several ad­
ditional memoranda and reports have 
come to light, and documentary films 
like Taxi to the Dark Side and Torturing 
Democracy have put into perspective 
the shocking photos from Abu Ghraib 
that we-and the world-saw in 2004. 

We now must acknowledge that the 
horrors of Abu Ghraib were neither iso­
lated incidents nor aberrations from a 
few "bad apples," but part of a policy 
that was orchestrated and sanctioned at 
the highest levels. What transpired was 
not an exception to the rules, but a 
change in the rules. 

The question we cannot escape is: 
What are we going to do about it? How 
will we address this dark chapter in our 
recent past? 

Over the past eight years, our discus­
sion about torture has most frequently 
been framed in terms of U.S. security 

and values. Willingly or not, we have 
been drawn into a debate over whether 
torture can be justified in the interest of 
U.S. national security. In this context, 
many find resonance with Senator John 
McCain's observation that the discus­
sion and debate on torture is not about 
terrorists-it is about us, and what kind 
of a country we are. 

I want to lift up an alternative perspec­
tive. Our stance on torture is certainly re­
lated to U.S. political values and beliefs, 
but it is also more than that. As we pon­
der the options for addressing and re­
dressing the policies we pursued in recent 
years, there is opportunity to reframe the 
central pole of the debate about torture. 
The events of the past eight years have not 
affected the U.S. in isolation; the entire 
world has felt their repercussions. And so 
we should ask: What, far the world, is at 
stake in the torture debate? 
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As a starting point, the prohibition 
against torture is no ordinary norm. It is 
among the most firmly anchored prin­
ciples in human rights law, codified in 
more than ten international treaties. The 
prohibition against torture was unam­
biguously articulated in the 1948 Uni­
versal Declaration of Human Rights, 
which, though not binding in its own 
right, nevertheless provides the founda­
tion for subsequently negotiated interna­
tional human rights law. In 1966 the 
torture prohibition was given promi­
nence in the cornerstone postwar human 
rights treaty, the International Covenant 

on Civil and Political Rights. That trea­
ty, today ratified by some 160 countries, 
stipulates that the prohibition against 
torture cannot be attenuated or suspend­
ed, even in times of public emergency. 

The torture prohibition is further 
codified in the 1998 Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court, which 
establishes individual criminal liability 
for torture and removes any statute of 
limitations on prosecution for cases that 
come before the court. And, of course, 
the torture prohibition is also included 
as a common article in all four of the 
Geneva Conventions, which establish 
the standards for lawful conduct of 
modern warfare. The Geneva Conven­
tions outlaw torture and degrading treat­
ment in standards that apply to both 
civil conflicts and international wars. 

It is perhaps an irony that U.S. con­
versations have generally referred to the 
Geneva Conventions, which pertain 
only to the conduct of war. The much 
broader and most authoritative treaty 
on the subject is the Convention Against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
(CAT), negotiated in 1984. The CAT 
extends to all ·political circumstances, 
including war, and explicitly applies to 
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what is arguably the most threatening 
situation for people worldwide-im­
prisonment and abuse by their own gov­
ernments. The CAT established an in­
ternationally authoritative definition of 
torture in international law. (It was the 
interpretation of the CAT definition 
that lay at the heart of the infamous tor­
ture memos produced within the U.S. 
Department ofJustice.) The actual text 
of the CAT definition is somewhat 
lengthy and is qualified in several ways, 
but in essence it defines torture as the 
intentional infliction of severe pain or 
suffering. The Convention explicitly ex­
tends its provisions to both war and 
peacetime, stipulating that "no excep­
tional circumstances whatsoever, wheth­
er a state of war or a threat of war, inter­
nal political instability or any other 
public emergency, may be invoked as a 
justification of torture." Lest any ques­
tion remain about the breadth of the 
prohibition, the Convention further 
rules out the possibility that an order 
from a superior officer or a public au­
thority may be invoked as justification 
of torture. By acceding to the Conven­
tion, more than three-quarters of the 
world's countries have voluntarily agreed 
to abide by these provisions. (The U.S. 
is a party to the treaty. President Reagan 
signed it in 1988 and the Senate com­
pleted the ratification process in 1994.) 

The prohibition against torture has 
thus become a core principle of interna­
tional human rights law, and some legal 
authorities consider it as fundamental 
as the prohibitions against slavery and 
genocide. This is the context in which 
the current debate takes shape, and it is 
against this backdrop that U.S. policies 
and pronouncements must be consid­
ered. From an international perspective, 
what is at stake in this debate is the fate 
of a pivotal norm of international hu­
man rights law: the absolute and uni­
versal prohibition of torture. 

1ewed from outside the Unit­
ed States, it is not only the ac­
tions of the U.S. government 
but also the very existence of 

a public debate that has eroded confi­
dence in the normative prohibition 
against torture. As a hegemonic state, 
the United States has for decades been 
seen as the moral guarantor of the pro­
hibition of torture and other human 
rights norms-even if its own practices 

have not always lived up to its rhetorical 
and legal commitments. Congressional­
ly mandated foreign policy requires the 
United States to report on the human 
rights performances of other countries 
and on its own efforts to promote hu­
man rights abroad. U.S. law also re­
quires that the performances of other 
countries be considered in deliberations 
over the allocation of foreign aid and 
the award of military aid and arms ex­
port contracts. Many observers abroad 
have believed that despite governmental 
shortcomings, people in the United 
States have stood firmly behind the 
principles that have prompted such pol­
icies. The current debate has accentuat­
ed the hypocrisy implicit in U.S. policy, 
but it has also raised questions about the 
commitment of the broader U.S. soci­
ety. In the process, the debate has effec­
tively opened political space for those 
who were not enthusiastic about the 
torture prohibition to begin with. 

ho are the beneficiaries of 
U.S. equivocation and a 
weakened commitment 
to the prohibition against 

torture? Anyone in a position of author­
ity who feels constrained by the norm 
that prohibits torture stands to benefit 
from weakened standards. That in­
cludes renegade soldiers and policemen 
or covert operatives of any nationality 
who seek to avoid accountability for 
their actions. The principal beneficia­
ries, however, are the regular practitio­
ners of torture, those governments that 
rule by repression and fear and that de­
pend on intelligence services and secu­
rity agencies to crush domestic dissent. 
Some of these governments have hosted 
secret CIA interrogation centers or, 
through a program of "extraordinary 
renditions," have collaborated in the 
transit of suspects to countries where 
they might be tortured. Perversely, the 
public discourse about terrorism has 
communicated a new tolerance for the 
practice of torture and has at the same 
time supplied authoritarian leaders with 
new rhetoric to justify harsh treatment 
of political opponents. International op­
probrium is now openly discounted, 
and the likelihood of real sanctions for 
intolerable human rights abuse is in­
creasingly remote. 

If the potential beneficiaries are pri­
marily parties who eschew human rights, 
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those who risk loss in this debate are 
democratic reformers, human rights ad­
vocates, and their various allies. Over 
the course of four decades of advocacy 
work, human rights organizations have 
learned to appreciate the value of inter-

national legal norms, even when they 
are violated with apparent impunity. For 
human rights advocates, international 
law is important not only for the behav­
ior it promotes or prevents, but for the 
common standards it offers for judging 
and assessing the performance of states. 
Without the ability to link their appeals 
to negotiated legal standards, human 
rights organizations would find their ar­
guments reduced to moral claims. Law 
creates the possibility of political ac­
countability, especially when the offend­
ing state has ratified the relevant treaty 
and voluntarily pledged to adhere to its 
provisions. It is the attachment to inter-
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The full text of the Convention 
Against Torture can be found at 
<http://www2.ohchr.org/ english! 
lawlcat.htm>. Torture is defined 
in Article 1, which reads: 

Article 1. 
1. For the purposes of this 

Convention, the term "torture" 
means any act by which severe 
pain or suffering, whether 
physical or·mental, is 
intentionally inflicted on a person 
for such purposes as obtaining 
from him or a third person 
information or a confession, 
punishing him for an act he or a 
third person has committed or is 
suspected of having committed, 

national law that ultimately differenti­
ates the work of human rights groups 
from that of religious groups with deep­
ly held, but essentially parochial, beliefs 
about right and wrong. Because human 
rights organizations link their assess­
ments to negotiated and ratified law, 
they are understandably threatened by 
the potential rollback of a standard on 
torture that had seemed unshakable. 

The prohibition of torture is of para­
mount importance to human rights 
groups, but those who most directly 
stand to lose in this debate are demo­
cratic reformers and regime opponents 
who live under authoritarian govern­
ments. As recent events in Iran have 
demonstrated (and as was illustrated in 
Zimbabwe the previous year), political 
reform in many parts of the world is it­
self a high-stakes enterprise. As part of 
their strategy-and also upon advice of 
counselors from such international or­
ganizations as the UN and World 
Bank-reformers often advocate adher­
ence to internationally derived stan­
dards of good governance, including 
rule of law and respect for human rights. 
In numerous countries, provisions of 
the Convention Against Torture have 
been incorporated into domestic law 
and have motivated reform of domestic 
penal codes. More broadly, ratification 
of international human rights treaties 
can serve as a means of locking a coun­
try in to democratic standards and se­
curing a commitment to rule of law. A 
sustained assault on human rights stan­
dards has the effect of undermining the 

or intimidating or coercing 
him or a third person, or for any 
reason based on discrimination 
of any kind, when such pain or 
suffering is inflicted by or at 
the instigation of or with the 
consent or acquiescence of a 
public official or other person 
acting in an official capacity. 
It does not include pain or 
suffering arising only from, 
inherent in or incidental to 
lawful sanctions. 

2. This article is without prejudice 
to any international instrument 
or national legislation which 
does or may contain provisions 
of wider application. 

efforts of democratic reformers. 
These same reformers are often viewed 

by authoritarian governments as a threat, 
and they are among those at risk of arbi­
trary arrest and potential physical abuse. 
Thanks to a combination of strong and 
focused public pressure and democra­
tizing change around the world from 
Latin America tO Eastern Europe, sys­
tematic torture is far less common today 
than it was in the 1970s and '80s. But 
the continued use of brutal and extreme 
forms of torture-such as electric shock, 
painful beatings on the soles of the feet, 
suspension from a iron rod, custodial 
rape and sodomy, disorientation through 
sensory deprivation, and simulated 
drowning-nevertheless remains a seri­
ous concern in many countries, several 
of whom have collaborated with U.S. 
military and intelligence operations. In 
the past, individuals threatened by tor­
ture have sometimes benefited from in­
terventions by U.S. and other diplomats 
stationed abroad. Even if such interven­
tions continue to be made, they have to­
day become awkward, opening oppor­
tunities for the offending government 
to remind U.S. and Western diplomats 
of U.S. abuses. For democratic reform­
ers, it is a double blow. Not only is the 
normative prohibition against torture 
being eroded, but the muscle of U.S. 
foreign policy that reinforced it has be­
come flaccid. 

ithout events of the past 
eight years, we would not 
be engaged in a debate on 
torture. A decade ago, 

both the systematic practice of torture 
and its toleration were on the decline. In 
a 1999 landmark case litigated in the 
United Kingdom's highest court, Law 
Lords formally acknowledged that tor­
ture had become a recognized crime 
against international law. They agreed 
that the Convention Against Torture 
held legal and practical implications for 
Chile's General Pinochet (the accused, 
who found himself in London for back 
surgery) and for the UK itself The same 
year, Israel's Supreme Court ruled that 
all torture, even moderate physical pres­
sure, was illegal. 

For us in the United States, it is pain­
ful to acknowledge that in the interven­
ing years, it is our country's doing-

Continued on page 49 
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n Paying Att nti n 
by Noah Baker Merrill 

Pray also for me, so that when 
I speak, a message may be given 
to me to make known with 
boldness the mystery of the 
Gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains. Pray 
that I may declare it boldly, as 
I must speak . 

. Ef -Ephesians 6:19-20, NRSV 

� 
� Dear Friends, 
� 

;;:: 
-� A brief account and invitation, 
'-:: on paying attention. 
� It's January of 2003 in a Phila­

eri delphia lockup, cell number 13. I'm 
� worshiping in captivity, in the qui­

\) et, cold hours before dawn. The last 
time I was in prison, I was visiting 
Iraqi refugees detained in Jordan. Both 
that place and this one seem very far from 
where I live in Vermont. But God's love is 
here, and that makes it home. 

I'm exhausted, aching from the cold 
steel bench I've been sharing with three 
other ministers far hours in the long night. 
Four men, space far two to sit and one to 
lie down, one toilet, and dry cheese sand­
wiches. The stories, the laughter, the ask­
ing and the answering, the songs of surren­
der and praise we'd earlier shared are si­
lent now. 

In a few hours, I am to learn I will be 
charged with several crimes far prayerfully 
obstructing access to the door of a business 
that supplies weapons used to kill people in 
the streets of Philadelphia. These charges 
will include "criminal conspiracy." 

I'm reflecting on how I've ended up in 
prison, a place where so many of our spiri­
tual ancestors were held as they sought to 
respond faithfully to the leadings of the 
Spirit in their lives. 

Noah Baker Merrill, a member of Putney 
(Vt.) Meeting, coordinates Direct Aid Iraq. 
He carries a concern far the integration of 
worship and witness. Websites that are rele­
vant to this article include: Direct Aid Iraq 
(www.directaidiraq.org), Heeding God's 
Call (www.heedinggodscall.org), and Peace 
Gathering (www.peacegathering2009.org). 
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I took one step toward this cell in July 
of 2008. I had just returned from a 
day visiting an Iraqi family in Jordan 

that receives support from Direct Aid 
Iraq, an aid, advocacy, and peace-build­
ing project that is an expression of love 
I've been caught up in since 2007. The 
effort is an outgrowth of a leading to af­
firm and deepen my relationship with 
the people of Iraq and to invite more 
Friends to do the same. 

We'd been visiting Umm Luay, the 
mother of three daughters, who worked 
in a chemical weapons factory in Iraq 
until a U.S. airstrike came. Because of 
the chemicals to which she was exposed 
in the aftermath, all three of her beauti­
ful young daughters are wheelchair­
bound. With support from Friends and 
others in the United States, and through 
the faithfulness of the Iraqi coordina­
tors of Direct Aid Iraq, the family had 
for months been receiving pastoral care, 
physical therapy, medicine, and support 
advocating with other aid providers in 
Amman. They blessed us with stories 
and humor. They gifted us with guid­
ance in our work, suggestions of other 
community members in need, and in­
formation about changing conditions 
for refugees in their area. 

I think the phone call I made then 
must have come as a surprise to the 

faithful Friend who answered the phone 
in the offices of New England Yearly 
Meeting in Worcester, Massachusetts. 
It went something like this: 

"Yes, hello, I'm calling from Jordan. 
Yes, Jordan. I know this is not Friends' 
usual process, but I'd like to request 
that Nominating Committee consider 
me as a delegate from New England 
Yearly Meeting to the upcoming Gath­
ering on Peace in Philadelphia. I under­
stood that they were particularly en­
couraging participation by young adult 
Friends, and I am one." 

Just three weeks before, I'd heard 
news at the Friends General Conference 
Gathering about the conference on 
peacemaking being planned in Phila­
delphia for January of 2009. I'd learned 
that it had arisen as a leading in one 
Friend, and then from the discernment 
of a monthly meeting. It had then been 
carried forward to their yearly meeting, 
which affirmed the effort and was work­
ing with Mennonites, Brethren, and 
Friends from other yearly meetings to 
carry it forward under the guidance of 
the Spirit. At the time, I'd had a soft 
sense of motion, of a current in seem­
ingly still water. But with preparations 
for travel to be made, I'd put the Peace 
Gathering aside. That evening in Am-



man, it arose with new freshness, and 
with urgency. I called. 

A few minutes later, though, I hung 
up the phone feeling-in the words of 
Elias Hicks-that I'd "discharged my­
self" The Nominating Committee 
would discern whether my participating 
was rightly ordered, and I would go if 
my name were approved. At New Eng­
land Yearly Meeting Sessions, it was. So 
I went. 

Of four delegates from the yearly 
meeting, way opened for only two of us 
to attend "Heeding God's Call: A Gath­
ering on Peace." I was gratified to be 
able to take part in the worship, work­
shops, consultations, and fellowship of 
this conference. 

On the second day of the conference, 
at the close of a worshipful session, it 
was announced that, according to plans 
developed in prayerful attentiveness, 
five people of faith had been arrested a 
few blocks away at James Colosimo's 
gun shop. They had prayed for an open­
ing of his heart to the need to stem the 
flow of guns into Philadelphia's neigh­
borhoods and the role he could play in 
that effort if he yielded to the call. They 
asked him again to sign a code of con­
duct, and he refused. They remained, 
praying. The Philadelphia police took 
them to jail. 

That night, as I tried to sleep, I re­
membered my friend Rasul, whose fa­
ther was taken by the nightmares of vio­
lence that stalk Iraq, and who was him­
self shot through both eyes on the street 
where he lived in Baghdad. He was 
caught in the crossfire between armed 
gangs in a· place where guns are more 
available than good jobs, education, 
healthcare, or hope. One eye was de­
stroyed completely, another had a dim 
chance of being healed-but he would 
need care and resources not available in 
Iraq, . or in Jordan, where I met him in 
the early days of 2007. In my sleepless­
ness, I remembered Rasul and so many 
others whose hands had held mine, 
whose hopes I had shared, who had 
been my teachers in the school of love. 

The next day, back at the conference, 
I heard from a minister who would later 
become my cellmate a story of two boys 
whose lives had ended that week in the 
streets of Philadelphia, another place 
where-like Rasul's Baghdad-guns 
are often more available than good jobs, 
education, healthcare, and hope. "Bil-
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ly," a boy the minister knew well, was 
one of them. Only a couple of years old­
er than Rasul, he was slain seemingly 
without cause by another boy who nev­
er should have had access to a handgun. 
An off-duty police officer shot another 
boy trying to escape his attackers. What 
could have been a scuffle became a trag­
edy, and went as unnoticed among 
many as the daily death toll in the 

It's January of 2009 
in a Philadelphia 
lockup, cell number 
13. I'm worshiping 
in captivity, in the 
quiet, cold hours 
before dawn� 

neighborhoods of Iraq. 
Giving in to the nudges of the Spirit, 

I had requested a seat at the table of the 
organizers who were planning the on­
going actions in the week's campaign­
ing. I told them I felt led to be with 
them, to hold them in prayer. The dis­
cussion and the work were heated and 
intense, reflecting the long hours those 
gathered had already spent, the limited 
resources in people's time and skills, 
and the enormity of the task of making 
concrete progress in preventing gun vio­
lence through this effort. 

As I sat holding them in the Light, 
asking that they be guided, held, and 
sustained, a Mennonite minister who 
was deeply involved in the planning of 
the gathering put her hand on my shoul­
der. She handed me a piece of paper 
bearing some handwritten words. Whis­
pering in my ear, she asked that I share 
the paper with the planning group at an 
opportune time. 

As I read it, tears welled up in my 
eyes, something I've come to identify 
with a sense of the Presence settling on 
us in worship and throughout my daily 
life-a Friend I know calls this "bap­
tism." I felt love rising in my chest. I felt 
literally dragged deeper into involve­
ment in the effort. The words were a 
prophetic proclamation, scribbled by a 
pastor who, like me, had not been able 

to sleep the night before, with these 
words forcing themselves through him, 
out into service and witness in the world. 

These were the words on the paper: 

Hear what the Sovereign Lord says: 
Say to the gun dealers of Philadelphia 

and across America, Repent and do what is 
right. Say to them that they do not resist a 
human movement, but my will and my 
Spirit. 

For I am the God who hears the tears 
and weeping of the mothers and fathers 
whose children are slain. 

Therefore tell the gun dealers of Phila­
delphia, and across America, Resist my will 
no more, but turn and do what is right. 

If you refuse, I will visit upon you the 
tears of the mothers and fathers. You will 
hear their cries and know no peace. You 
will not rest, nor sleep in peace until you 
repent. For I am the Lord who hears the 
weeping of my children. 

I spoke, and shared the words, and 
then there was stillness. And then we 
went forward, leaving the conference 
and engaging in another act of witness, 
demonstrating in front of the gun shop 
and inviting the owner to repent his 
deadly business practices. 

he day that my cellmates and I 
were released, I attended wor­
ship at a church called the Holy 

Ghost Headquarters. There, Vincent 
Harding, a companion in struggle of 
Martin Luther King Jr. and the man 
who penned King's prophetic sermon, 
"Beyond Vietnam," closed our time to­
gether with a benediction. 

These were the words of his message, 
in summary: "Keep paying attention." 

Keep paying attention to the places 
where God's children are forgotten by 
Empire and by those of us who live clos­
er to Empire than to God. Keep paying 
attention to those among us who have 
forgotten God as the Center of our 
lives-especially when "those among 
us" are us. Keep paying attention to the 
walls we put up, blocking our willing­
ness to be in relationship, so that 
through our attention love can break 
these walls down. Keep paying atten­
tion to the way that God speaks rela­
tionship, and to the ways those we are in 
relationship with can be instruments for 
God to teach us and transform us. Keep 
paying attention to opportunities to be­
come captives of the Spirit. 

I'm still learning to pay attention. 
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What might it mean that this summer's 
FGC Gathering was held at Virginia 
Tech, a place that has experienced such 
horror and tragedy because of gun vio­
lence? How might the Spirit continue to 
guide us? In mid-August, I returned to 
Pennsylvania during the week of the 
92nd birthday of Francis G. Brown, the 
Friend whose faithful attention to a lead­
ing inspired the Peace Gathering. There 
in the worship we felt the Spir­
it move among us, calling us 
more deeply into faithfulness. 
At the time of my arrest, my 
Iraqi friends expressed their 
sorrow and hope for the future 
of children in Philadelphia. 
Can this paying attention help 
us feel the same sorrow and 
nurture the same hope for 
their children, and so many 
others? What, now, is our cor­
porate testimony to be? How 
might we be led, together? 

the vigils, prayers, and organizing con­
tinue and grow to other neighborhoods 
and cities. 

But that, Friends, is what happened. 
To the extent that I was faithful and 
yielded to it, I have a clear sense of hav­
ing been an instrument of love. And if 
this testimony speaks in some small 
way-in any way-to those who might 
read it, my prayer is that it will serve as 

to which we've grown comfortable be­
ing called can blind us to the greater 
work being done, the story being told in 
us all and through us all. This blindness 
can mean that we miss the moments 
when God's bright candles break the 
gathering darkness with a message of en­
couragement, liberation, and enduring 
love. The prophetic alternative to this 
blindness is to keep paying attention. As 

we walk forward in faith, this 
prayerfully staying awake to 
this divine inbreaking, this 
holy opportunity-however 
strange the form may seem-
is essential. Because what 
binds our Quaker service to­
gether as wounded healers in 
a wounded world is not one 
cause or hot-button issue or 
ideology, but the heart of the 
Gospel that is written on our � 
hearts: release to the captives; � 
liberation to the oppressors \.( 
and the oppressed; accompa- � 
niment for the lonely; conso- j 
l�tion for those who mourn; § 
sight for those who cannot d:i 
see; Truth, hope, and healing jS 
for those in darkness-espe- zS 
cially ourselves. When we � 
glimpse these bright moments, � 
when the ocean of Light and � 
life breaks momentarily into � 
the ocean of darkness and "ii 
death, we're called to testify, � 
wherever we come. � 

;:! 

See you in the fields, 6 

I didn't go to Philadelphia 
to get arrested for blocking 
the entrance to a notorious 
gun shop with 11 other minis­
ters as part of a nascent faith­
based campaign to prevent 
gun violence. I certainly didn't 
mean for it to happen on the 
cold concrete at Ninth and 
Spring Garden on one of the 
coldest days of the year. I 
didn't intend, when I offered 
to be a delegate from my year­
ly meeting, to be on trial the 
next May, surrounded by hun­
dreds of supporters from doz­
ens of churches, by kids from 
the neighborhoods most af­

Noah Baker Merrill and Mary Lord pray together before Noah's 
time of witness at the gun shop. 

Friends, even as the darkness @ 
comes. Love is plotting, and 
plans are moving forward. 

fected, by the mothers of children struck 
down by this plague of gun violence, and 
facing the gun shop owner in court. 

I didn't expect, when I made that call 
from Jordan to New England, to stand 
in a Philadelphia courtroom and offer 
testimony as a witness to the movement 
of the Spirit of Love and Justice among 
us. I didn't imagine that the Philadel­
phia Inquirer would run an editorial the 
day of the trial praising the campaign 
and calling for our acquittal. And I 
didn't expect to be found, as one of 12 
witnesses to God's love, "not guilty" on 
all charges. I couldn't have imagined 
that this same gun dealer would have 
reportedly offered to sell his gun shop 
to have a park put up in its place, while 
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an invitation into deeper faithfulness in 
the relationships in which love calls us 
all to affirm, nurture, deepen, chal­
lenge, and struggle-in our families, in 
our meetings, in our communities, or 
on the other side of the world. I'm com­
ing to see more and more clearly how all 
work done in and through and by love is 
part of the same love relationship. But 
I'm also coming to see that sometimes 
love calls us into faithfulness in what 
seem to be very strange places, and in 
unexpected ways. And this work is no 
less important than the work we've been 
trained for, or the work we're expecting 
to do. 

If we're not careful, our focus on stay­
ing within the boundaries of those causes 

Whether in the cold and bit­
ter watches of the night, or in celebra­
tion of the new dawn of jubilee break­
ing among us, we're invited to implicate 
ourselves in love's conspiracy. 

In the Life and Power� 
Noah Baker Merrill 

Note: On September 22, shortly before 
the time of printing this issue, we learned 
that Colosimo's gun shop was charged in 
federal court with making false state­
ments and foiling to keep records 
required by law. Colosimo has an­
nounced that he intends to close the shop. 
-Eds. 
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by Carl Sigmond 

ine years ago, my father and I 
drove from our home in Phila­
delphia to the 2000 Friends 

General Conference Gathering in Roch­
ester, N.Y. It was our first Gathering. I 
was a shy ten-year-old and don't remem­
ber much from the week. I do recall that 
both my father and I were very much 
impressed by the community. He is not 
here to correct me, but I think my fa­
ther felt that the community was a place 
where his son could grow and thrive. 
He was right! 

At the time-nine years ago-Phila­
delphia Yearly Meeting (PhlYM) was 
holding biennial summer sessions in Al­
lentown, Pa. As we had enjoyed our­
selves so much at the Gathering in 
Rochester, my father decided to take us 
to the Gathering in years when PhlYM 
was not holding summer sessions. When 
we had another fabulous experience at 
the 2002 Gathering, it was clear that we 
had �o go every year. I haven't missed 
one since. 

As the years went on, I grew to look 
forward to the Gathering-a symbol of 
summer's beginning. My father and I 
would arrive on college campuses, greet 
people with big hugs, and instantly de­
velop new friendships. Before I was in 
the High School Program, I would won­
der who was leading my Junior Gather­
ing group and who would be in it. I have 
great memories of those Gatherings. 

The summer after f ifth grade, 
Pamela Haines led my Junior Gathering 
morning workshop. The main thing I 
remember is how much fun we had. 
Throughout the week, we created things 
from elements in nature. We made rain­
sticks from beans and pieces of bamboo 
and crafted teepees out of vines. I love 

Carl Sigmond, a member of Germantown 
Monthly Meeting in Philadelphia, Pa., is a 
first-year student at Haverford College. This 
past summer he interned at FRIENDS ]OUR­
NAL. He can be reached through his website, 
<www.carlsigmond.com >. 
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nature, and as I carried my creations 
home, I remembered all the fun we had 
had during the week. After each Gath­
ering, my father would see that I had 
changed. My shyness went away. I hung 
out with my peers-something that I 
didn't do much at home-and fully 
participated in the scheduled program. 
It made his heart sing. 

After each Gathering, 
my fa th er would see 
that I had changed­
my shyness went away. 

When FGC discovered my father's 
talents behind the camera, he was asked 
to serve as the Gathering photographer. 
He loved this job. He would walk 
around campus capturing images of 
people in action. He would photograph 
plenary speakers as they were conveying 
their deepest message-or sometimes 
their funniest. He would enter work­
shops and take pictures of participants 
grappling with some contentious issue. 
He would catch children playing and 
high schoolers and young adult Friends 
wrestling with one another during a 
game of Wink. 

In our room at night, we would go 
through the pictures he had taken that 
day, separating the good from the bad 
and talking about his style and goals. 
He valued my suggestions and critiques, 
and we valued this time together. At the 
Gathering, when there is so much going 
on, you really have to work to find time 

to spend with your family. Going 
through pictures was our way. 

When I entered the High School Pro­
gram at the 2006 Gathering, it was hard­
er for my father and me to find that pre­
cious time together. He would catch me 
on my way to lunch or after an activity, 
pull out his laptop, and we would look 
at pictures. He let me know how much 
he valued my comments. Sometimes I 
would be in a hurry and, at first, wish 
that I could go, but I didn't-time with 
my father away from home was special. 

The 2006 Gathering was held in Ta­
coma, Wash., and a group of Friends­
mostly high schoolers-organized a 
train ride across the country. People 
came to Chicago from all over the East 
Coast and Midwest and climbed aboard 
Amtrak's Empire Builder bound for Se­
attle. (Actually, Amtrak had to bus us 
from Chicago to Minneapolis/St. Paul 
because the train left Chicago before 
the people from the East Coast arrived.) 
I will always remember that trip to the 
Gathering. 

For me, the High School Program 
and the train ride across the country 
were continuations of the tight commu­
nity my father and I were drawn to at 
our first Gathering in Rochester. As the 
country unfolded before my eyes on the 
Empire Builder, I bonded with the oth­
er Quakers on the train. At the Gather­
ing, the high schoolers stayed in a dorm 
separate from our parents. We felt con­
nected as a group and with the wider 
Gathering community, participating in 
intergenerational workshops and con­
ducting our own meetings for business. 

It was at the 2006 Gathering that I 
first heard of the Woolman Semester, a 
Quaker program in the foothills of the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains where stu­
dents incorporate issues of peace, social 
justice, and environmental sustainabili· 
ty into one semester of high school 
was in awe of the program and wh:' 
school had to offer, but I never d' 
that I would attend. I had onl" Cr 
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ninth grade, and I had no intention of 
leaving home before college. I never 
imagined that three-and-a-half years 
later, I would be on a plane bound for 
the West Coast. 

It was that same year that I was nom­
inated to be one of the high school clerks 
for the next Gathering. (Clerk nomina­
tion in the High School Program at 
Gathering is different from traditional 
Quaker nomination practices. Names 
are brought forward by the community. 
Nominees are asked whether they ac­
cept, and those who do are then consid­
ered by a Discernment Committee. Six 
clerks and one alternate are discerned.) 
When I accepted my nomination, I did 
so with the expectation that I would not 
be discerned. I was. 

That November, the 2007 FGC high 
school clerks attended Arthur Larrabee's 
clerking workshop at Pendle Hill. Dur­
ing the weekend, we formed a tight 
group and decided who would do what 
at Gathering. I agreed to co-clerk the 
High School Program's Nurturing Com­
mittee. I had clerked only once before, 
and I was excited for the experience. 

The 2007 Gathering was in River 
Falls, Wis., and my father and I traveled 
there by train. We had always dreamed 
of taking a long-distance train ride to­
gether but had never done it. (He did 
not come to the Gathering in Tacoma 
by train.) I still remember getting on at 
30th Street Station in Philadelphia, 
changing trains at Penn Station in New 
York City, and winding our way up the 
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Hudson River and through upstate 
New York to Union Station in Chicago. 
This time, we did get there before the 
Empire Builder left. It was a great trip. 
We got on each other's nerves occasion­
ally, but that is part of being family. 

At the Gathering, I had even less 
time to look at pictures with my father 
due to my clerking responsibilities. He 
understood, but he would catch me if 
he saw me with a free moment. I loved 
his photographs, and being together 
filled us both with joy. At the high 
school. business meeting that year, I 
again heard about the Woolman Semes­
ter. Again it piqued my interest, but I 
never expected that I would attend. 
California is far away from my home in 
Philadelphia. 

On the last night of the Gathering, 
there is no curfew for the high school­
ers, and many stay up the whole night­
including me that year. The next morn­
ing, we had to leave campus at 6:30 AM 
to get to the train station in time. My 
father was never an early riser, and I was 
relieved when I saw him arrive before 
the shuttle had to leave. We were both 
tired and a little cranky, but after we 
boarded the train and got a few hours of 
sleep, everything was fine. He pulled out 
his laptop, and we looked at the photo­
graphs he had taken during the week. 
As the country rolled by, I helped him 
edit and sort them in preparation for 
when he would submit them to FGC. 
This was a special moment in my life. 

I was reminded of the Woolman Se-

mester twice more that summer: once at 
a college fair, and again when my moth­
er and I were visiting friends in Nova 
Scotia. One of our friends-a non­
Quaker-asked me if I 'd ever heard of 
Woolman. I said that I had. Knowing 
that I was into peace and social justice, 
he encouraged me to consider attend­
ing. It was then that I realized Wool­
man was "knocking at my door," and I 
had to let it in. After a lengthy applica­
tion process, I was accepted into the 
Spring 2009 Woolman Semester. 

My father and I were planning to 
take the train to the 2008 Gathering in 
Johnstown, Pa., but he had some health 
problems that got in the way. I went out 
myself, and he came a day later. By then, 
it was pretty clear that I was going to go 
to Woolman the next spring. I listened 
to the announcement at the high school 
business meeting with new ears. Memo­
ries of the night when I first heard of � 
Woolman flooded my mind. How young ·� 
I had been in 2006 to think that this � 
program was beyond my reach. \3 

My father was not the official pho- \..J 
tographer at the 2008 Gathering, but he � 
couldn't leave his camera home. He did � 
not take as many pictures-hundreds � 
rather than thousands-but on the � 
train ride back, he pulled out his laptop t; 
to show me his work. I had gotten one- � 
and-a-half hours of sleep the night be- � 
fore, so I was a bit less cranky than I had '1'£ 
been one year earlier. That ride also will � 
stay in my mind for a long time. Jf 

I left for the Woolman Semester at ::; 
the end of January 2009. Both of my � 
parents were at the airport to send me. � 
on this four-month journey. Being at >--4 
Woolman changed my life. To live in a 
community of people who are making a 
difference in the world is inspiring. To 
wake up each morning in a small cabin 
in the woods and go to class with the 
knowledge that what you are learning 
has meaning gives your life purpose. 

Over spring break, I came back to 
Philadelphia to connect with friends and 
family. When it was time to return to 
Woolman, my father took me to the air­
port. As we hugged and said how much 
we loved each other, we did not know 
that this would be the last time. One 
month later-one month before my 
Woolman Semester graduation-my fa­
ther, Laurence Marc Sigmond, passed 
away in his sleep. The day before he died, 
my parents, though they had been di-
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vorced for many years, shared with one 
another how happy they were that I was 
thriving so. They were and are so proud 
of me. That will always be in my heart. 

I was carrying everything I have 
shared and so much more as I arrived at 
the 2009 Friends General Conference 
Gathering in Blacksburg, Va. It was my 
first time in the Adult Young Friends 
Program. My workshop promised to be 
excellent, and I was expecting a week of 
fun, connection, sadness, and grief 

The first day of the Gathering was 
hard. Though I knew many people in 
the AYF Program, I missed the tight 
community of the high school group. I 
also missed my father. On the second 
day of the Gathering, AYF formed sup­
port groups. In the High School Pro­
gram, support groups are one of the 
main ways Friends connect deeply with 
one another, and I was yearning for that 
connection. The AYF support group al­
lowed me to begin to grieve the loss of 

,my father and at the same time find the 
strength to see the joy in being with 
people I love. 

That night, I attended the beginning 
of the high school business meeting to 
participate in the Woolman Semester 
announcement. As we described the 
campus, curriculum, transfer of credits, 
and program as a whole, I recalled lis­
tening to similar words in Tacoma, 
Wash. In my speech at the Woolman 
graduation, I said that a seed had been 
planted inside of me at that business 
meeting four years ago. Now, I was help­
ing sow seeds for future generations. 

I went to sleep with a smile on my 
face that night. Talking about Wool­
man always brings back so many won­
derful memories. During the next few 
days, I slowly integrated myself into the 
AYF community. The AYF out-trip was 
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when I really connected with this new 
group. We spent Monday afternoon at a 
state park near the Virginia Tech cam­
pus. Friends hiked, swam, and just hung 
out, away from the attractions of the 
rest of Gathering. It was a good after­
noon. I felt in the AYF Program the 
sense of community that had drawn my 
father and me to the 2000 Gathering 
in Rochester. 

My workshop, Radical Quakerism 
for Rising Generations, was great. It was 
led by two of the most enlightened 
Young Adult Friends I know-Kody 
Hersh and Peterson Toscano. Through­
out the week, we shared what Quaker­
ism means to us and how we view the 
Bible in our spiritual lives. 

I was feeling good about the week 
when the AYF community gathered for 
support groups on Thursday afternoon. 
John Watts, the brother of one of my 
Woolman teachers, was performing at 
3:15, and I was going to participate in 
the Woolman Semester interest group 
at 4:30. Before we split into our support 
groups, we gathered in silence and were 
told that Tom Solenberger, a member of 
the AYF community, had suffered a se­
rious concussion from a skateboard ac­
cident. I was devastated. Tom is a mem­
ber of my yearly meeting, and I prayed 
that he would be okay. 

After more information was shared 
about Tom's condition, my support group 
met. It was good to have that group to 
be with after receiving such news. I left 
the group early to hear John Watts per­
form. His performance and the Wool­
man Semester interest group were won­
derful. At the interest group, former 
students, parents, and the head of school 
described the program to prospective 
parents and answered their questions. It 
brought joy to my heart. 

When the Woolman interest group 
was over, those of us who had graduated 
from the Spring 2009 Semester walked 
over to the high school dorm. We had 
planned to call one of our classmates 
who was going to come to the Gather­
ing but had a death in the family. As 
soon as we walked into the building, we 
knew that something had happened. 
The High School Nurturing Commit­
tee was still meeting and appeared to be 
in deep worship. Friends were talking 
quietly in the halls. 

We were soon told that two High 
School support groups had seen a cyclist 
get run over by a dump truck. At the 
time, no one knew if the victim was a 
Gathering participant. Friends simply 
knew that someeme had been killed. As 

memberingl 
by Constance Grady 

Friend and activist Bonnie Tinker 
died on Thursday, July 2, 2009, 

in Blacksburg, Virginia, during the 
Friends General Conference Gath­
ering. Bonnie, 61, was riding her bi­
cycle on the Virginia Tech campus 
when a truck turned in front of her. 
She hit the truck and was then run 
over by it. She died at the scene. 

Bonnie Tinker's social and politi­
cal work transcended boundaries. 
She was active not only in cam­
paigns for gay and lesbian rights, 
but also in campaigns for peace and 
for battered women. Described by 
one writer for Portland Independent 
Media Center (PIMC) as a "rockin' 
grandmother,' ' she was an active 
member of Seriously P.O.' d Gran­
nies, a group working to end the war 
in Iraq. She helped found a shelter 
for survivors of domestic violence 
and was the director of Love Makes 
a Family, a Portland-based nonprof­
it group that advocated for nontra­
ditional families, including families 
with gay and lesbian parents. 

Bonnie's work for Love Makes a 
Family was personal as well as po-

Constance Grady served as an intern this 
past summer at FRIENDS f OURNAL. A res­
ident of"Wyndmom� Pa., she is a senior at 
University of Chicago. 
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I left the High School dorm to go to 
dinner, my heart filled with emotion. 
This is not right, I said to myself as I 
thought of Tom and the cyclist. 

At the plenary that evening, I lis­
tened to Hollister Knowlton's words 
with passion. This Friend truly cares 
about the Earth on which we all live. 
She spoke so eloquently. I was filled with 
courage and motivation. This Friend, 
like me, is empowered to make the world 
a better place. 

After Hollister finished her speech and 
the room returned to worship, the Gath­
ering Committee filed on stage. Bruce 
Birchard, general secretary of FGC, in­
formed the group in a slow, clear voice 
that Bonnie Tinker had been killed. The 
energy in the room fell. People started 

onnie Tinker 

litical. She and her partner, Sarah Gra­
ham, had three children together: Josh, 
Connie, and Alex. The family was fea­
tured on a 20/20 episode on 
ABC in 2001 that was fo­
cused on the children of gay 
and lesbian parents. Tinker 
was outraged when ABC ed­
ited footage of her family so 
that it appeared that Josh and 
Connie, who are African 
American, were not the sib­
'lings of Alex, who is white. 
She declared in an open letter 
to all Friends, "Love Makes a 
Family is not a white organi­
zation. In this community, 
we are all members of a tran­
sracial family. Don't ever let 
anybody forget it." In later broadcasts of 
the episode, ABC added a segment to 
explain that Alex, Josh, and Connie 
were part of the same family. 

Bonnie's activism started at a young 
age. W hen she was 20, her two younger 
siblings were suspended for wearing 
black armbands to school in protest of 
the Vietnam War. She was active in the 
lawsuit against the school district, which 
became Tinker v. Des Moines, an influ­
ential case that established that high 
school students retain the right to free 
speech when in school. 

Bonnie's activism led to her arrest for 
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to sob. I grieved for the loss of Bonnie. 
Memories of my father were flashing by, 
and a new level of grief was settling in. I 
needed support, and I found it by re­
turning to the High School communi­
ty. I worshiped with them. They held 
me; I held them. I felt my father's love, I 
remembered my time at Woolman, and 
I worshiped. 

The next day was Friday. I went to 
my workshop in the morning. We went 
around the circle and checked in to see 
how everyone was doing. Friends were 
shaken up, but we moved on. It was the 
last day of the workshop, and we want­
ed to cover as much as possible. 

The rest of Gathering passed by. Peo­
ple were in a daze. Meetings for worship 
were held in memory of Bonnie's life. 

disorderly conduct on more than one 
occasion. "Remember when the [army 
recruitment] office was decked out in 

handprints of blood?" rem­
inisces one PIMC writer 
fondly, referring to part of 
Tinker's campaign to ban 
army recruiters from Port­
land's public schools. Fel­
low activist Susie Shepard 
told The Oregonian, "If 
there was a demonstration 
and something she could 
get arrested about, she was 
there. Bonnie never knew a 
sideline to sit on. She only 
knew sidelines as some­
thing to step over, pulling 
someone with her, to do 

something about injustice. That was an 
absolutely righteous part of her." 

Bonnie's determination was as evi­
dent in her spiritual work as it was in 
her political. Friend Timothy Travis de­
scribes her influence on his spiritual 
practice on his blog "One Quaker Take," 
saying, "Bonnie Tinker taught me a dif­
ferent take on 'holding in the Light.' 
Rather than comforting arms it was like 
'Get your butt into that Light. You and 
I both know you need to be changed in 
this regard and I'm going to stand here 
and make sure you stay there until the 
dross is burned off.'" 

Friends prayed for Tom. As we said our 
goodbyes on Saturday and left for home, 
there was something new in the air. We 
were appreciative of the lives we have 
been given to live and the friends we get 
to know. 

When my father and I drove to Roch­
ester, N.Y., nine summers ago to attend 
the 2000 Gathering of Friends, we saw 
and felt a very special community, to 
which we returned year after year. My 
father gave me the gift of Quakerism. 
He brought me into the Gathering com­
munity. I will always remember him for 
that, and memories live forever. D 

Although Bonnie's work could be 
bold and aggressive, many say that 
what was most notable about her ap­
proach to a conflict was her ability 
gently to convince her opponents of 
her point of view. Friends General 
Conference's general secretary, Bruce 
Birchard, told The Collegiate Times 
the story of how Bonnie would de­
bate opponents of gay marriage, say­
ing, "She went on a radio talk show 
with a person who was virulently 
opposed to such unions and she was 
able to engage him. Not by fighting 
with him, but by opening up and 
listening to his personal truths." 

At the time of her death, Bonnie 
was leading a Gathering workshop 
on ways of establishing common 
ground with those with whom we 
disagree. She titled the workshop 
"Opening Hearts and Minds: Speak 
Peace" and wrote in its description, 
"Through opening our own hearts 
and minds we create the possibility 
that others will open to us, reveal­
ing the common ground we share. 
This unilateral verbal disarmament 
technique is useful in contentious 
political dialogues and also in per­
sonal relationships." D 
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by Hilary B. Bisenieks 

!though I have less to report 
about the 2009 summer Gath­
ering than I would prefer, due 

to another long week of Nominating 
Committee work for the FGC Adult 
Young Friends (AYF ) community, the 
pieces of the Gathering that I got to ex­
perience firsthand were oases in a desert 
of late nights, fluorescent lights, and 
endless nominating slates to fill. If you 
were in attendance, you may have seen 
me from a distance-a tall man in a kilt 
and top hat-but unless you were also a 
part of the AYF community, it's likely 
that you would have seen me only from 
a distance, making a beeline for the din­
ing hall or the AYF dorm, or standing/ 
sitting/lying around on the lawn out­
side of the dorm. 

Honestly, I wasn't trying to avoid 
other Friends-one of the things I most 
enjoy about the Gathering is getting to 
talk with Friends whom I've never met 
before. But my normal route for inter­
acting with a wider variety of Friends 
during the Gathering, going to my 
workshop, was closed to me when my 
bicycle experienced a compound snafu 

Hilary B. Bisenieks, a member of Goshen 
Meeting in West Chester, Pa., attends Warren 
Wilson College in Swannanoa, NC., where he 
studies Creative Writing and English Litera­
ture and works on the school's recycling crew. 
He writes science fiction and fantasy. This past 
summer he interned at FRIENDS ]OURNAL. 

that I lacked the time to fix (indeed, 
that bicycle still sits, forlorn, waiting for 
me to have the time or energy to fix it). 
And although the singles cluster was lo­
cated in the same dorm as the AYF clus­
ter, my opportunities to interact with 
other Friends were limited. This is 
something that I don't understand, but 
I suspect that I am far from the only 
AYF (or High School Friend, for that 
matter) whose interactions with the 
wider FGC community are limited. I 
know that part of this stems from the 
nature of these smaller communities 
within the wider Gathering communi­
ty, which make it easy for Friends to 
connect without having to step too far 
out of their comfort zones, but is it so 
bad to step out when doing so can open 
up new opportunities for fellowship? 
This is not one-sided, not a matter of 
older Friends needing to reach out to 
younger generations or vice versa; this is 
something that we have to do together. 

The problem as I see it is that these 
groups don't know how best to 
connect with each other-espe­
cially AYFs with other adult 
Friends. Depending on the AYF in 
question, high school may be a 
thing long past or a recent memo­
ry, and the same goes for college. 
The operative word is adult more 
than young, a fact that other 
Friends would do well to remem-

ber when trying to make connections 
with AYFs. We have jobs (some of us 
even work for Quakers), payments to 
make, spouses (spice?), even children; 
we just lack the gray hair. 

Another problem, which has been 
pointed out before, is that many AYFs 
are the children of Friends, but that 
doesn't mean that they don't have their 
own identities. Likewise, AYFs should 
remember that the parents of their 
friends have their own identities. We 
should strive to relate to each other as 
individuals separate from their relatives 
whom we may already know. 

What I saw during the Gathering 
was a joyful, energetic, Spirit-led group 
of Friends, who stayed up just as late 
conducting the business of their com­
munity as they did going about the 
business of having fun. I saw a group of 
Friends who are not satisfied with "good 
enough" for their faith community and 
are willing to do the hard work that it 
can sometimes take to help that com-
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munity grow. In short, I saw the essence 
of the Religious Society of Friends, and 
I'm glad to be a part of that community, 
even when I have to spend so much time 
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nominating them instead of socializing 
with them. 

Did I learn anything at the Gather­
ing? Sure-though not in my workshop, 
which is often where Gathering attenders 
learn the most during the course of the 
week. Rather, my work on AYF Nomi­
nating Committee was what taught me 
during the course of the week. This was 
my third consecutive year serving on 
that particular committee, so it wasn't 
the process I was learning, it was an ap­
preciation for the work that nominating 
committees must do every year. Even 
though most nominating committees 
are not tasked with filling slates that are 
roughly one sixth of the size of the com­
munities that those slates are designed 
to serve, nominating any number of 
people is still a formidable task. 

During the week I also learned to be 
aware of the invisible members in our 
communities. I had felt rather isolated at 
Gathering, but I didn't really have per­
spective on my isolation until I was talk­
ing with a friend on one of the final days, 

and he told me that he had barely seen 
me all week. This awareness of those 
among us who are invisible did little for 
me during the remainder of the Gather­
ing-I remained quite isolated until the 
very end of the week when the business 
of my committee was finally finished. 

Since that time, I have given this a lot 
of thought. To that end, I pose this que­
ry to all Friends: Be it Gathering, yearly 
or monthly meeting, or outside of Quaker 
circles, who among your community is in­
visible? This query is open-ended be­
cause there is no one way that invisibil­
ity manifests itself Certainly some 
forms of invisibility are easier to over­
come than others, especially as some 
things, like committee work, are a part 
of how we operate, but we need to be 
careful not to ignore what is happening 
all around us. Consider the new mem­
bers and attenders, who are trying to 
find their places in your meeting; the 
new parents, who are trying to navigate 
a completely new world; the young 
adults, who are not as scary as we may 



seem; and yes, the members of com­
mittees, who can get caught up so 
much in working for their commu­
nities that they cannot see the fruits 
of their labors. 

In an odd-if not unexpected­
turn of fate, my work at FRIENDS 
JOURNAL since the Gathering has 
had me reading through the notes 
from two of this year's plenary speak­
ers, giving me a new chance to expe­
rience a few of the aspects of this 
year's Gathering that I missed while 
I was actually in Blacksburg. Inter­
esting though I have found these 
notes to be, I feel that they lose 
something not being read by their 
authors with the dynamic of a group 
moving the text, subtly pulling and 
pushing the meaning. I suppose that 
I may have read something that was 
not heard by the people who attend­
ed these plenary addresses, but on 
balance I would guess that I have 
lost more in this way than I have 
gained. Sitting at a table, pen in 
hand, reading through notes with 
an eye towards what might be in-

eluded in this year's coverage of the 
Gathering while listening to music 
on my iPod is a far cry from sitting 
in an auditorium with hundreds of 
other Friends, listening to a speaker 
bring those notes to life. While I may 
miss plenary addresses for a variety 
of other reasons, be it a lack of inter­
est in the topic at hand or a pressing 
obligation to socialize with Friends 
who I see only rarely, I value the 
choice of whether to attend or not. 
When I do go to a plenary in person, 
it's my interest or curiosity that is 
drawing me there, not some obliga­
tion or assignment. I don't know if 
the descriptions of these plenaries, 
when weighed against my other hy­
pothetical options, would have called 
me to attend them. This isn't to say 
that reading about some of the high­
lights of the Gathering isn't worth­
while-if it weren't, dear reader, you 
might not have made it this far­
but it's like reading about your 
friends having fun instead of going 
out and joining them. 

As important as these lessons have 
been for me, I would certainly have 
preferred to learn them in some oth­
er manner. I eagerly look forward to 
next year's Gathering, when my only 
obligations will be to eat and sleep, 
leaving open all my options for fel­
lowship, worship, workshops, and 
all the other things that make the 
Gathering a memorable experience 
for attenders every year. D 

People Who Have Seen Jesus, 

nontheists, lapsed evangelicals, 
unprogrammed Friends reluctant 
to call themselves Christians 

have watched Jesus walk 
through their doors, their dreams 
seen him as light in their corners 

heard him speak over their shoulders 
whisper in their ears, 
warn them, comfort them. 

Taken by surprise, they have, 
from then on, that Personal Relationship 
because he was There. 

I believe them-believe everyone 
who ever lived is alive, some way, 
so of course it was Jesus. 

He hasn't dropped by my apartment 
(at least, not that I know)-couldn't 
stand at the door and knock, anyhow. 

He'd push a button, I'd buzz him in. 
But I think his schedule is full 
looking in on the agnostic, 

the rationalist, the just plain indifferent, 
even those who think he never was. 
He'll get around to me someday. 

Nancy Esther James 

Nancy Esther] am es is a member of Pittsburgh (Pa.) 
Meeting. This poem comes from two experiences 
at the 2009 Gathering. It was written in Mary­
helen Snyder's workshop, ''Naming God in Poetry." 
And it was inspired by the Wednesday night inter­
est group "Sharing Life Changing Messages, Visions 
and Dreams, "facilitated by Joshua Mendel. 
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BOOK REVIEW ESSAY 

Into the Abyss and Back 

Held in the Light: 
Norman Morrison's 
Sacrifice for Peace 
and His Family's 
Journey of Healing 
By Anne Morrison Welsh, with Joyce 
HoUyday. Orbis Books, 2008. 177 pages. 
$20/hardcover. 

Up from Chester: 
Hiroshima, Haverford 
and Beyond 
By Allan Brick. Xlibris, 2009. 206 pages. 
$19.99 lsoftcover. 

The Plain Language 
of Love and Loss: 
A Quaker Memoir 
By Beth Taylor. University of Missouri Press, 
2009. 150 pages. $19.95/softcover. 

Review Essay by Robert Dockhorn 

T
hese three pieces of autobiographical 
writing all center upon a fateful mo­
ment in the authors' lives-suicides 

that took place in November 1965. Two of 
the authors write about the same person's 
death; the third addresses a suicide that may 
have been indirectly related to the first. 

That fall, the Vietnam War was escalat­
ing and causing many Quakers great con­
cern. In late October, l.F. Stone's Weekly, a 
popular progressive newsletter, had carried a 
particularly graphic account of the brutal de­
struction of Due Co, a Vietnamese village. 
Norman Morrison, executive secretary of 
Stony Run Meeting in Baltimore, was an­
guished by the account; on November 2, he 
immolated himself in front of the Pentagon. 

This astounding act became a sensation­
al story for the media. But in the long run, 
Morrison's sacrifice had no discernible im­
pact on the U.S. war effort. Secretary of 
Defense Robert McNamara, whose office 
window looked out on the immolation site, 
wrote in his 1995 memoir In Retrospect: The 
Tragedy and Lessons of Vietnam that he was 

FRIENDS JouRNAL November 2009 

affected deeply but reacted "by bottling up 
my emotions," not by changing course. 

In contrast, Morrison's death evoked an 
overwhelming response in Vietnam. Expa­
triate Vietnamese monk Thich Nhat Hanh 
had explained, in mid-1965, that "To burn 
oneself by fire is to prove that what one is 
saying is of the utmost importance." The 
Vietnamese also knew that unlike monks 
who had set themselves on fire in their own 
country, Mo Ri Xon (as his name was ren­
dered in their language) was a husband and 
father of three young children. They saw 
his sacrifice as clear evidence that there 
were people in the United States who op­
posed the war and cared deeply for them. 

Norman had taken his youngest child, 
one-year-old Emily, with him to the Penta­
gon, where she was found unharmed at his 
feet. North Vietnamese revolutionary poet 
laureate To Huu addressed the symbolism of 
this act in a poem, "Emily, My Child," ex­
pressing what he imagined Norman would 
say to his infant daughter to explain his sac­
rifice. A whole generation of Vietnamese 
children learned this poem by heart. 

Anne Morrison Welsh, Norman's wid­
ow, shared his deep concerns about the 
war-but, as she relates in Held in the Light, 
she didn't learn what he was up to until a 
phone call came from a reporter 
late that afternoon while she was 
preparing supper. She writes, "If 
Norman had told me what he 
was planning, I would have done 
anything to stop him. I would 
have blocked the door, or called 

At top, Norman Morrison's graduation photo. 
Above, Anne with Ben, Emily, and Christina. 

the police, or something-anything. I don't 
know how, but I would have stopped him." 

Understandably, the family's road 
through grieving and healing was a bumpy 
one. Comforting her children the next day, 
she writes, "I held them close, telling them 
that their Daddy would want them to be 
brave-a declaration I now regret. My 
words were a noble effort, but they did not 
address my children's shocked and broken 
hearts, or mine." 

The night of Norman's death, a few 
trusted friends from Stony Run Meeting 
gathered at the Morrison house. One of 
them was Allan Brick, an English professor 
at Goucher College, whose wide-ranging 
autobiography Up from Chester has a central 
chapter on Norman Morrison. 

Both Brick and Welsh describe the pres­
sures the group was under that evening­
reporters were swarming around. As they 
tried to cope with their grief, they also real­
ized that what they said publicly would be 
very important. Brick chaired a press con­
ference the next day at Stony Run Meet­
inghouse. He writes: "Norman's act was a 
sacrifice and a testimony and I had to do 
everything I could to cast it in that light. 
But at the same time I was deeply divided 
about this act in which he may have ini­

tially intended to sacrifice his 
one-year-old child along with 
himself." 

In his book, Brick remem­
bers Norman as "a handsome, 
idealistic

'. th�ol�gical�y trained 
Presbytenan ... a Bible-quot­
ing Christian Protestant enam­
ored of Quakerism " as well as a 
convinced Friend. "I first expe­
rienced him as very forthright 
in his social action expressions, 

... but he was often confused in his oral 
communication ... My heart went out to 
him." But Brick also judged Norman to 
be "a disturbed person " who "carried a 
heavy freight of messianism." 

According to Brick, Norman's suicide 
threatened antiwar activists with de­
spair-it "sharpened our own sense of be­
ing ineffective." He resigned his college 
position, first to become regional peace 
secretary for American Friends Service 
Committee's Baltimore office, and then 
to work as national program secretary for 
Fellowship of Reconciliation in Nyack, 
N .Y. Eventually, feeling powerless in these 
positions and sensing that the antiwar 
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movement "was a mess," Allan went back to 
teaching English in the 1970s, at Hunter 
College in New York City. 

Meanwhile, Anne Morrison carried on 
with her responsibilities as mother to a fam­
ily devastated by loss (especially the older 
two children, Ben and Tina, who were six 
and five years old when Norman died); still, 
she continued to work against the war, of­
ten closely with AFSC. The family's plight 
was further compounded by Ben's struggle 
with osteogenic sarcoma and death at age 
16. (Whenever the family traveled to Sloan­
Kettering Memorial Hospital in New York 
for treatment, they stayed with the Bricks, 
who lived in northern New Jersey.) 

After Norman's death, Anne had re­
ceived messages of condolence from North 
Vietnam, including a personal invitation to 
visit from Ho Chi Minh, which she de­
clined. It wasn't until 34 years later, in 
1999, when a similar invitation came-this 
time with encouragement from the U.S. 
embassy in Hanoi-that she finally felt 
ready to accept. 

Anne traveled with her two daughters 
and their partners, and the warmth of their 
reception amazed her. She listened as peo­
ple earnestly recounted exactly where they 
were and what they were doing at the mo­
ment they heard of Norman's sacrifice. 
"Maybe," she says, "I was finally, truly un­
derstanding how deeply and uniquely Nor­
man's act affected the hearts and minds of 
the people of Vietnam." 

Enthusiasm was even greater as people 
greeted Emily, the subject of the well­
known poem; the family was unprepared 
for the level of attention paid to her. Emily, 
who had cried the first time she read "Em­
ily, My Child," found a special way to thank 
To Huu when they met-reciting a poem 
she had written for him. 

Anne gives space in her book to her 
daughters to tell their own stories. Christina 
writes tersely that, in grieving for her father 
and healing from the loss, "a farewell note 
would have helped." In Vietnam, she says, 
"The people we met treated us like family 
and poured love and gratitude all over us ... .I 
felt deeply honored and appreciated for our 
family's sacrifice in a way that I never had 
been by our own culture." Hearing from 
people "who cried as they told us how much 
my father's sacrifice meant to them ... was in­
describably healing for me." She adds poi­
gnantly, "The farewell note I didn't receive 
from [my father] is mine to write." 

Emily addresses the mixed feelings many 
had about her father taking her with him to 
the Pentagon: "By involving me the way he 
did, I feel Norman was intrinsically asking 

the question, How would you feel if this child 
were burned too? .. .I believe I was there with 

Norman ultimately to be a symbol of truth 
and hope, treasure and horror all together. 
And I am fine with my role in it." 

On the return trip from Vietnam, Anne 
found herself writing in her journal: 
"Whatever else, I believe he was trying to 
his utmost to be loyal to his Christ on the 
cross." As she later looked at her words, it 
occurred to her that this, finally, was her 
eulogy for him. 

Anne is sometimes asked if she believes 
the taking of one's life can ever be justified. 
"When I consider the suffering my family 
has endured, .. .I would have to answer no." 
she says. "But in the larger scheme of things, 
I cannot say no. After looking into the eyes 
of the Vietnamese people, hearing their sto­
ries, and learning about the message of uni­
versal love that Norman's action conveyed 
to their hearts, I realize that out of the ashes 
of agony and loss rose something profound. 
Because Norman's death, terrible as it was, 
was an act of love and courage, it conveyed 
unspeakable beauty and truth." 

I insert a personal note here. Back in 
November 1965, I was a graduate student at 
University of Wisconsin, preparing intense­
ly for my November 22 preliminary exams; 
I don't recall hearing ofNorman Morrison's 
self-immolation. But two weeks after his 
death, a second event drew my attention to 
it. In Bryn Gweled Homesteads, the Quak­
er-inspired cooperative community in 
Bucks County, Pa., where I grew up, a 
14-year-old neighbor whom I had babysat 
hung himself. 

Geoffrey Taylor did not leave a note; his 
motivations are far less certain than Nor­
man's were. But a factor seems to be that he 
had been harangued at a Boy Scout meeting 
about his pacifism the night he took his life. 

When I returned home for the holidays, 
I found a community in deep sorrow. And 
that's when I remember learning about 

Norman Morrison. There was talk that 
Geoff could have been influenced by Nor­
man's example; not surprisingly, my 
thoughts about Norman were not charita­
ble. I remember saying to others that one 
should never praise an act of suicide lest 
someone emulate it. 

Geoff 's sister, Beth Taylor, who was 12 at 
the time of his death, begins The Plain Lan­
guage of Love and Loss by describing a happy 
childhood in a basically healthy family. She 
admired and got along well with her broth­
er, who was regarded a leader among his 
peers and was even a class president. But in 
the fall of 1965, tension crept into Geoff's 
life when he changed schools, leaving be-

Geoff Taylor 

hind his usual circle of friends, and came 
into conflict with the community surround­
ing Bryn Gweled over his opposition to the 
Vietnam war. Atypically, on the day he died 
he and Beth had had a nasty fight. Then, 
over supper, there was tension between 
Geoff and his father about a presentation 
Geoff planned for the Boy Scout meeting. 

Beth probed and interviewed people as 
she tried to pinpoint what was going through 
her brother's mind that evening. It proved 
very difficult to uncover exactly what had 
happened at the meeting. She concludes: 
"Somehow these tensions-conflicting mes­
sages about what did it mean to be human 
and a good Quaker, a pacifist, a man-all 
seemed to collide in Geoff in November 
1965, scorching his soul until he erupted in a 
spectacular, volcanic meltdown." 

The central theme of Beth's book is not 
Geoff 's suicide, but her own story of devas­
tation, recovery, and healing. In this regard, 
her approach is like Anne Welsh's. Beth 
draws tender pictures of her parents, devas­
tated by their loss; of her community; of the 
growing, warm relationship with her sister, 
Daphne; and of her marriage and her role as 
the mother of three boys. 

Beth, a senior lecturer in Brown Univer­
sity's Nonfiction Writing Program, calls 
her book "a Quaker memoir." But some­
where in the middle of her adult life, she 
"began to understand that .. .I was never go­
ing to live in the homemade, Quaker meet­
ing, kind and gentle, lefty liberal life I had 
been raised in. I had loved it, but it had 
blown up the night Geoff died." 

In their childhood religious education, 
Daphne recalled, "we didn't grow up learn­
ing the Bible. We grew up learning pacifism 
and the Vietnam War." Beth had had occa­
sional mystical glimpses in Quaker meeting, 
but now she had a powerful experience of 
the presence of Christ, and she found her­
self in a new spiritual place. "I longed for 
the camaraderie of Quaker meeting, the 
comfort of shared spiritual searching. But I 
also wanted intelligent appreciation of the 
oldest story ever told-the story I had come 
to see writers were always rewriting in their 
own terms and eras: of how we crucify the 
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messenger, or those we love, and how we 
never learn from it, and how all we can do is 
ask forgiveness, again and again and again." 
She joined a Congregational church. 

Meanwhile, Beth found her brother's 
memory "lurking like an unsettled ghost, 
unresolved in his sadness, and penetrating 
my ostensibly successful adult life with un­
dying pleas for attention." His ghost would 
also return when she worried about suicidal 

Beth (right) with her sister, Daphne 

thoughts in her own sons. She articulated 
her thoughts about Geoff to one of them: "I 
loved him, and I wish from the bottom of 
my heart that some misguided grownups 
and kids weren't so hard on him. But I'm 
mostly angry at him because he never real­
ized how what he did would hurt so many 
of us for so very long." 

About Morrison, she says, his self-im­
molation "was the antithesis of my under­
standing of God's way, of Christ's teach­
ings, of Quaker faith. He was 'mad' in my 
mind-not courageous-and he may have 
been partially responsible for my brother's 
lapse in sanity." 

Norman Morrison and Geoffrey Taylor 
were very different people, but the hurt felt 
after their suicides was comparably severe. 
In the end, maybe understanding these acts 
is less central for us than learning how it is 
possible to heal such painful and lasting 
wounds. Anne Welsh and Beth Taylor have 
both poured their hearts out in their books, 
which I see as powerful accomplishments. 
Allan Brick adds valuable perspective on 
Norman's personality, and in the rest of his 
book-in addition to providing a very 
thoughtful chronicle of the various chapters 
of his life-he does an important service by 
opening a window onto the despair and 
chaos in the peace movement throughout 
the fateful years of the Vietnam War, and 
beyond. Probing and cleansing these deep 
wounds is part of a healing process for us all. 

Robert Dockhorn, senior editor of FRIENDS 
]OURNAL, is a member of Green Street Meeting 
in Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Sidwell Friends is an equal 

opportunit;y emplqyer 

Sidwell Friends, a co-educational Quaker 

independent day school in Washington, D.C., 

seeks an experienced and dynamic educator to 

serve as Upper School Principal. 

The Principal is the chief academic and 

administrative officer of the high school 

( 480 students, grades 9-12), having 

responsibility for all aspects of curricular 

and co-curricular programs. 

He/ she supervises a staff that includes the 

Dean of Students, Academic Dean, Director of 

College Counseling and all Department Heads. 

The Principal works closely with a variety of 

student and parent groups and typically teaches 

one class. He/she is a member of the senior 

administration, reporting directly to the Head 

of School. 

A master's degree or doctorate is preferred, in 

addition to 7-10 years of both administrative 

and teaching experience in secondary or 

higher education. Familiarity with the tenets 

and practices of the Religious Society of 

Friends is highly desirable. 

The position is available July 1, 2010. 

Salary and benefits are highly competitive. 

Candidates should send a resume, cover letter, 

statement of educational philosophy and the 

contact information for three references to: 

Human Resources Director 

Sidwell Friends School 

3825 Wisconsin Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20016 

Fax: (202) 537-2418 

HR@sidwell.edu • www.sidwell.edu 
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Fit for Freedom, Not for 
Friendship: Quakers, 
African Americans and 
the Myth of Racial Justice 
By Donna McDaniel and Vanessa Julye. 
(Quaker Press of Friends General 
Conference, 2009). 548 pages. $451 
hardcover; $28/softcover. 

Study Guide 
By Friends General Conference Committee 
for Ministry on Racism, edited by Wi·en 
Almitra. 58 pages. $18/softcover. 

Reviewed by Richard Taylor 

Reading Fit for Freedom as a Friend, I 
found myself taken on a rollercoaster ride 
from the heights of admiration for my reli­
gious community ro the depths of embar­
rassing chagrin. While gentle and persuasive 
in language, the Quaker authors (an African 
American member of Central Philadelphia 

Fit for Friendship: 
A Conversation with 
the Co-Authors 
FRIENDS JOURNAL book review editor 
Catherine Wald recently spoke with Vanessa 

Julye and Donna McDaniel about their 
experience writing Fit for Freedom togethn: 
This is an edited version of that conversation. 

FJ: What has the response to the book been 
so far? 

Donna: It's exceeded what I might have ra­
tionally or reasonably expected. A lot of 
people are buying the book, but what's most 
exciting to me is that we've had so many in­
vitations to talk. We're going to be very 
busy this fall! 

Of course, the real test is whether it pro­
duces any change in people's behavior. 

Vanessa: I was expecting a lot more nega­
tive response than we've gotten. What has 
surprised me is the people who have said 
negative things about the book without hav­
ing read it-and who won't read it because 
they believe it only says negative things 
about Friends. 

Meeting, and a European American mem­
ber of Framingham, Mass., Meeting)-are 
frank in pointing out Quaker weaknesses. 
They are not out to condemn Friends or to 
create guilt, but to help us look forthrightly 
at our past so we can deepen our efforts to 
overcome the racism that still is so pervasive, 
not only in the United States at large, but­
we must admit after reading the book­
among ourselves as well. 

At the heights of my reading experience, 
I felt great pride at the stirring stories of 
hundreds of Quaker pioneers in the strug­
gle for racial justice from the time of slavery 
to the present. These creative efforts includ­
ed not only individuals, but also meetings, 
yearly meetings, and other Quaker organi­
zations. In addition to well-known trail­
blazers like John Woolman and Lucretia 
Mott, the authors also tell the stories of 
dozens upon dozens of less well-known 
men and women who also worked-often 
sacrificially and at times heroically-to free 
slaves, campaign for civil rights, build racial 
understanding, and otherwise affirm our 
testimony for the dignity and equality of all 
people before God. As the authors state, the 
Qua�er conu·i�ution has been "singular" 
and profound. 

However, in the depths, I winced again 

Donna McDaniel (left) and Vanessa Julye 

FJ: What's the worst response you could 
imagine? 

Donna: My worst nightmare would be 
somebody finding things to argue about in 
the research. That we missed something­
that our work wasn't accurate in some way. 
Vanessa: I was concerned about how Friends 
would react, because even though we pres­
ent both negatives and positives, we do break 
some myths. 

When I was researching the book, it took 
me a while to connect the dots; to figure out 
that, if John Woolman was talking to Quak­
ers about slaveholding, then that meant 
there must have been some Quakers who 
enslaved people. I was concerned about how 
this was going to affect people psychologi-

and again as the authors recounted the 
multitudinous ways in which Friends have 
fallen short of our testimonies. I myself ex­
perienced this shortfall as a young Quaker 
at suburban Philadelphia's Abington Meet­
ing. I remember listening as our beloved 
First-day school teacher, Thomas Knight, 
regaled us with gripping stories of how 
our ancestors freed enslaved people through 
the Underground Railroad, and wondering 

cally, and if there would be support systems 
for Friends who might find it traumatic. 

FJ: Has that actually happened? 

Donna: When we addressed New England 
Yearly Meeting, we mentioned that a par­
ticular clerk of that meeting had been an 
enslaver. After we finished, a woman came 
up to me with tears in her eyes and said, 
"He's my ancestor, and we have always 
been so proud of him! I don't know how I 
can tell the rest of my relatives about this 
family icon." 

This book has caused some people to 
look at their backgrounds-including me. 
I've just discovered that I may have had 
Quaker ancestors in Newport, R.I., the 
center of the slave trade, so it's possible my 
family was involved. 

I'm a convinced Quaker, and one of rea­
sons is because of our testimonies-so I 
was angry. Vanessa's attitude was more, "So 
what else is new?" 
Vanessa: We are not perfect, and we are 
products of our time. Americans have been 
a combination of enslaved and enslavers. 
That's all a part of who we are, and it's 
something we can't change. What we can 
change is how we think about it and what 
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whether, in similar circumstances, I would 
have such courage. One day I was shocked 
to come upon a publicity pamphlet that de­
scribed Abington Friends School as "a 
school for white children." One can readily 
imagine the negative message that the dis­
criminatory policy of that time sent to the 
black community. (I met with most of the 
School Committee's members and, to their 
credit, they changed the policy-in spite of 
a wealthy Quaker's threat to withdraw his 
financial support.) 

Because of my early experience, a chap­
ter on integration in Quaker schools was 
perhaps the most wrenching part of the 
book for me. For more than 200 years, 
Quaker meetings and school committees 
across the country not only failed to invite 
African American students into our schools, 
but actively discriminated against appli­
cants, using flimsy and clearly racist excus­
es such as, "Integration could lead to inter­
marriage." Quaker schools finally opened 
their doors, but the agonizingly slow 
process caused much distress among Afri­
can American applicants who expected that 
Friends would be different. 

I found the next chapter, "Toward 
Integration in the Society of Friends," even 

Continued on page 32 

we do about it. 
Our goal in writing the book was to 

bring the information forward as a truthful 
and accurate whole. From there we could 
discuss and decide how to get where we 
want to be. 

It's like having an infection that gets 
covered over. From the outside it looks 
okay, but internally it's slowly killing the 
body. You have to cut the skin open in order 
to heal it. That's what's happening with us. 
If we want to make the Religious Society of 
Friends more diverse racially and ethnical­
ly, we have to understand why it isn't di­
verse now. We need to look at those behav­
iors that are in our roots before we can do 
anything about it. 

Donna and I felt it was important to bring 
together all the experiences and voices that 
were in different places, put them in one 
place and look at the picture as a whole. It 
was like putting the puzzle pieces together. 

FJ: While you were writing the book, did you 
have an ideal reader in mind? What would 
that ideal reader's ideal response be? 
Donna: I got a postcard from a Pennsylvania 
Friend who said, "I feel that I've fallen down 

Continued on page 32 
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more disheartening, be­
cause change in Quaker 
Meetings has been even 
slower than in schools. 
By telling the stories of 
many African American 
Quakers who are nur­
tured by the silence of 
worship and quiet con­
templation, the authors 

that integration took so 
long to take effect in 
Friends schools raises 
questions about Friends 
willingness to accept Afri­
can Americans as social 
equals." Their painful 
conclusion hits home: 

lay to rest the widely ''Anthony Benezet instructing colored 
held view (still heard in children," 1850. 
some Quaker Meetings 

"Quakers have been un­
willing to confront their 
own racism and/ or they 
do not know how to re-
spond to racial issues." 

today) that African Americans have "a dif­
ferent worship style" and don't feel "comfort­
able" in Quaker worship. Imagine the racial 
composition of our Quaker Meetings today 
if we had dumped that demeaning attitude 
and welcomed African Americans! Instead, 
we delayed their membership applications 
interminably, insisted that they occupy sepa­
rate seating and otherwise treated them as 
second-class Quakers at best. We don't prac­
tice such blatant discrimination today, but 
the reality implied in the book's tide is hard 
to deny. Friends work for freedom, peace, 
and social justice, but only rarely do we de­
velop true friendships across racial lines. 

As McDaniel and Julye comment almost 
too gently, "That so little progress has been 
made in integrating Friends meetings and 

on what I should be doing-and I'm newly 
invigorated." So she went out and talked to 
friends in her meeting about supporting a 
bill in Congress to study reparations. That's 
my ideal person: someone who would be in­
spired to turn her beliefs into action. 

Vanessa: I have two ideal readers. One is 
the African American Quaker who could 
see herself reflected in a Quaker publication 
and understand the historical relationship 
that Quakers have had with African Ameri­
cans. After the book came out, I got a mes­
sage from an African American Quaker 
who was on his third reading, and he said 
he felt that he once again had a place in the 
Religious Society of Friends. That's one 
ideal reader. 

The other is a European American 
Quaker who is wondering, why do one or 
two people of color hang around meeting 
and then disappear? There are many Euro­
pean American Quakers out there who 
honestly want the Religious Society to be 
more diverse, but they don't know where to 
start or what the dynamics are. 

FJ: What has been the relationship between 
writing this book and your own personal spir­
itual journey? 

Donna: The whole process confirmed my 
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Confronted with such disturbing reali­
ties, white Friends might be tempted to 
descend into paralyzing guilt. The authors 
counteract this tendency by making positive 
suggestions throughout the book and devot­
ing the last 36 pages to recommendations for 
how Friends can bear witness against racism. 
I found some of the proposals frustratingly 
vague, and sometimes wrote "How?" in the 
book's margins. However, most were eye­
opening and practical. For example, the au­
thors urge us to consider the images on the 
walls of our meetinghouses and the literature 
on the racks and to ask ourselves to what ex­
tent they reflect the concerns and culture of 
African Americans. If the images are mostly 
European American, writes Vanessa Julye, 
then "I feel invisible." As a further support to 

Quaker feeling that when you are doing 
what you're meant to do, it will work out. 
There were enough times during several 
years that I found it hard to work, sitting 
with myself and my computer and a lot of 
books and emailing and conference calls. I 
often felt isolated, so it was really impor­
tant to have this be a spiritual journey and 
not just a job. I don't think I could have 
done it as a job! 

Vanessa: I have a ministry of raising aware­
ness of issues of racism in the Religious Soci­
ety of Friends, and supporting Friends of col­
or to feel less isolated-so for me the book is 
very much a natural part of that. It's been 
very affirming-another way to reach out to 
Friends of color and not feel so isolated. 

White friends find the book is affirming 
because they get to know people like the 
Grimke sisters who stood up and said, "This 
is wrong." It gives them mentors and exam­
ples of ordinary people besides John Wool­
man who have done this work-like the 
North Carolina Friends who worked so 
hard to end enslavement in their state. 

FJ: So what's the next book going to be? 

Donna: When people ask us that question, 
we usually laugh uproariously. But we do 
admit that we'd like to write more about 

positive action by Friends, Friends General 
Conference has published a study guide to 
help meetings, groups and individual Friends 
to "process more deeply the issues presented 
in the book." 

I believe that Fit for Freedom, Not For 
Friendship will be looked upon as an indis­
pensable resource for years to come for 
anyone who wants to gain an honest and 
comprehensive understanding of Friends' re­
lationship to the African American commu­
nity and especially its quest for justice. 
Neither its length (548 pages), its scholarly 
footnotes (nearly 2,000), nor its 12-page bib­
liography should deter anyone from reading 
this impressive, well-written, meticulously 
researched, and often moving book. 

Richard K Taylor served on Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting's Race Relations Committee 
and worked in an AFSC program to overcome 
racism in housing. In 1963, he founded and 
directed the Fair Housing Council of Delaware 
Valley. In the late 1960s, he was named to the 
staff of Martin Luther King Jr. 's Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. More 
recently, he and a colleague of African 
American descent led a six-year "racial healing 
process" in Germantown's St. Vincent de Paul 
Catholic Church. 

Continued on page 34 

the people we called "the courageous 
few"-like the Grimke sisters-to tell more 
about their lives and explore the differences 
between someone who will go out and take 
a stand under terrible criticism and aggrava­
tion and someone who won't. 

FJ: What's it like to work with a co-author? 

Donna: We both brought different per­
spectives; the book wouldn't have been the 
same without both of us. It was an example 
of way opening, for sure. One thing led to 
another and that made it all possible. 

Vanessa: It's been an amazing working rela­
tionship, and I'm sure we'll be friends for­
ever. That's one of the best things about it. 

FJ: It took a long time between when you 
wrote the book and when it came out. 

Vanessa: It was frustrating that it took sev­
en years for our book to be published, but 
now that it's out, I have to admit that it 
came out at the right time. I think one of the 
reasons the book has been so well received 
is that it comes at a time in our Religious 
Society when we're looking at racism pub­
licly. I feel it will be even more of a resource 
now than if it had come out five years ago. 
Things are in God's time and not mine, 
and this is a good example of that. 0 
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Speaking Treason 
Fluently: Anti-Racist 
Reflections From an 
Angry White Male 
By Tim Wise. Soft Skull Press, 2008. 359 
pages. $16.95/paperback. 

Reviewed by Lincoln Alpern 

as Emotional Botox," Wise describes the 
numbing, dehumanizing effects of being a 
death row guard or a war supporter, and 
hauntingly evokes the spiritual death one 
must experience in order to shut oneself off 
from other peoples' humanity. Though he 
doesn't use the phrase "that of God in ev­
eryone," the sentiment is unmistakable. 

There are other sentiments in this book 
to which I take exception; particularly his 
question at the book's conclusion: "How 
can we walk the road of silence and collabo-

Speaking Treason Fluently is 
a collection of 2000-2008 es­
says by white antiracist Tim 
Wise. The collection's tide re­
fers both to treason against a 
nation which is still very much 
white supremacist, and treason 
against white people's expected 
allegiance to "the white race." 

SPEAKING 
TREASON 
FLUENTLY 
ANTI-RACIST 
REFLECTIONS 
FROM AN ANGRY 

ration and yet justify to our­
selves the oxygen that, in do­
ing so, we thieve from others 
who could put it to more pro­
ductive use?" This is followed 
almost immediately by the as-
sertion that in the relatively 
brief amount of time we are 
alive "we had best do some­
thing to justify our presence." 

WHITE MALE *"""·-
TIM WISE ' 

Wise's writing style is both 
accessible and engaging, rarely 
dry or technical. He writes 
with a fiery passion that practi-
cally leaps off the page. This is 
a man on a crusade against racial injustice, 
in the truest spirit of the Testimony of 
Equality, as seen in his earlier books White 
Like Me: Reflections on Race fi·om a Privileged 
Son (2008) andAffirmativeAction (2005). 

This collection particularly targets mod­
ern manifestations of white privilege (which 
Wise defines as the unfair racial advantage 
of whites that is the corollary of unfair racial 
disadvantage for people of color) and white 
denial (the claim that racism has been elim­
inated or reduced to individual bigotry). 

Wise has the rare knack for finding just 
the right analogy to illustrate his point. 
Consider this response to arguments that 
rap music is indicative of, and contributes 
to, the supposed "moral degeneracy" of 
black culture: "the rush to blame rap is 
especially intriguing given the history of 
violent themes in country music, a genre 
that is never blamed whenever some white 
NASCAR lover commits murder." 

With razor-sharp logic, Wise cuts through 
false complexities and diversionary asides 
built up around race-related debates to reveal 
the simple and straightforward issues at the 
heart of the discussion. For instance, in "Rac­
ism, Free Speech and the College Campus," 
he points out that putting up a united front 
against discrimination is a much better way 
to deal with racism on campus than censor­
!ng racially offensive language and symbol­
ism, neatly avoiding the whole "free speech" 
argument altogether. 

In his powerful essay "We Are All Col­
lateral Damage Now: Reflections on War 

1 I wholeheartedly support 
Wise's injunction to people of 
all colors to shun the road of 
silence and collaboration and 

to struggle openly for racial equity and so­
cial justice. But I find his language here 
deeply disturbing. Perhaps he failed to real­
ize that the assumption that one must " jus­
tify" one's existence is central to another in­
stitution of inequality he rightly condemns: 
capitalism. (In the capitalist mindset, all 
those who are not rich must " justify" their 
continued existence by engaging in "pro­
ductive" labor. ) 

Such apparent rejection of the principle 
that all human beings are intrinsically wor­
thy of life grates against this Quaker's sensi­
bilities. I should also warn readers that Wise 
occasionally goes into gruesome detail 
about past and present atrocities against 
people of color-some passages are defi­
nitely not for the squeamish. 

Nevertheless, Speaking Treason Fluently 
is a towering achievement that I recom­
mend wholeheartedly. At a time when the 
Religious Society of Friends is struggling to 
understand and eliminate racism in our 
midst, this book comes as an invaluable re­
source. Wise's teachings can help us identi­
fy the many causes and manifestations of 
racism in our lives and our community, and 
empower us to speak and act effectively to 
abolish it once and for all. 

Lincoln Alpern has applied for membership in 
Scarsdale (NY) Meeting. He served on the 
200812009 Diversity Committee of the 
Nonstop Liberal Arts Institute (formerly 
Antioch College) and organized a Whiteness 
Discussion Group there in fall 2008. 
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The Duty of Delight: The 
Diaries of Dorothy Day 
Edited by Robert Ellsberg. Marquette 
University Press, 2008. 654 pages $421 
hardcover. 

Reviewed by Diane Reynolds 

I didn't think I' d read all 654 pages of 
Dorothy Day's (or anyone's) diaries-but I 
even found myself rereading many of them, 
so rich were they in both spiritual wisdom 
and the details of daily life. 

The ref lections collected in The Duty of 
Delight span the last 46 years in the life of 
Day, a communist turned Roman Catholic 
activist. After her spiritual conversion, her 
deep yearning for social justice became 
linked inextricably to her Christian call. 
She helped create the Catholic Worker 
movement, starting communal farms and 
urban hospitality houses in poor areas, 
running soup kitchens, adhering unwaver­
ingly to pacifism through the most violent 
years of the 20th century, writing books, 
and-through it all-publishing The 
Catholic Worker newspaper. 

Day read wide­
ly, thought deeply, 
and wrote succinct­
ly. As a result, the 
diaries, spanning 
the 1930s to her fi­
nal entries of 1980, 
are a slow, reward­
ing read. Editor 
Robert Ellsberg has 
divided the entries 
by decade and writ­
ten a helpful pref­
ace to each one. 

Like George Fox, Day lived her beliefs. 
Her journal entries depict what it's like not 
just to help the poor, but to be one of the 
poor-which included running battles 
with head lice, bug bites, foul odors, cock­
roaches, and the late night ravings of her 
alcoholic and mentally ill housemates. 
Throughout it all, Day admonished herself 
not to judge others, to remain humble and 
to see the face of Christ in everyone. We see 
her loyalty to her family and friends, her 
love of the beach, of nature, of music and 
literature, her strong personality, her em­
brace of a radical simplicity. 

Over time, Day's ideas became in­
grained in this reader: That it is possible to 
build a world in which it is "easier for peo­
ple to be good"; that if you put love where 
there is none, love will blossom; that people 

FRIENDS JOURNAL November 2009 

"MFS promotes positive 

character development 

through academic 

rigor and a strong 

sense of community." 

35 



Year 2010 
Quaker Motto Calendar 

Inspirational messages 
for each month 

Since 1884 

25 calendars $25 
25 calendars & envelopes $28 

Send orders with check to: 

T he Motto Calendar 

P.O. Box 1383 
Pottstown, PA 19465 

MottoCalendar@comcast.net 

Telephone: 301-320-3931 

(609) 714-0100 
callighrf@medleas.com 

o MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES 111 

111 INSCRIPTIONS 111 SCROLLS e 

673 Medford Leas, Medford, NJ 08055 

Want to co-create a space where we can 
become the change we want to see in the 

world? Quaker-inspired cooperative forming 
in the Upper Midwest, focusing on organic 
farming, alternative energy and community 

building, with roots in spiritually-based 
values involving social justice, non-violence 

and right use of resources. 
Long- or short-term residents are welcome. 

For details see: 

www.TRACES.org/green 

are both body and soul and must have their 
material needs met with dignity; that the 
world can be saved by beauty. 

Day believed in personalism-what 
Quakers would call "being a pattern" or 
"becoming the change you want to see in 
the world." Her path frequently crossed 
those of Friends, often in conjunction with 
her peace work; and she took to heart the 
value of Quaker silence. 

I came away from this book feeling as if 
I almost knew this remarkable woman. I'll 
keep this important volume on my shelf to 
pull down and peruse any time I need to 
refuel myself for the spiritual journey. 

Diane Reynolds is a fi'eelance journalist and a 
member of Patapsco Meeting in Ellicott City, 
Md., who currently attends StillwaterMeeting 
in Barnesville, Ohio. 

Forests Forever: 
Their Ecology, 
Restoration and 
Protection 
By john J Berger. The Center 
for American Places at 
Columbia College Chicago, 
2008. 424 pages, $28.701 
softcover. 

Wild Foresting: 
Practicing 
Nature's Wisdom 
By Alan Drengson and Duncan 
Taylor. New Society Publishers, 
2009. 307 pages, $24.951 
soficover. 

Reviewed by Greg Moschetti 

There is a place on the 222 acres 
of forestland surrounding our home in 
Vermont that we call "meditation point." 
It is a small peninsula where two streams 
meet and the bank rises sharply across the 
way. In your mind's eye you can almost 
see an ancient stone Buddha half hidden 
among the trees on the opposite bank. 
It is a sacred space-a small cathedral in 
the woods. 

This space exists on an actively 
managed forest where timber is occasion­
ally cut for market according to a care­
fully developed, sustainable harvest plan; 
wildlife is encouraged; and the natural 
ecology is protected. It exists in a larger 
history of devastating clearcuts for pas­
tureland in the 1800s, and later for sec­
ond-growth commercial lumber. These 
were times, not yet past, when forests 
were seldom valued for their intrinsic eco­
logical selves or for their contribution to 
the Earth's health. 

I don't know how many tons of carbon 
are sequestered here on our land, nor do I 
know how many more tons are added each 
year. W hat I do know when I look out 
over our land is that we are fortunate 
enough to be stewards of a healthy, well­
managed forest ecosys.tem with abundant 
wildlife that will be conserved forever, 
and it feels good. 

Our forest is a microcosm of the issues 
raised in John Berger's Forests Forever and 

in Wild Foresting by Alan 
Drengson and Duncan Tay­
lor. Once battered, beat up, 
and almost destroyed, 125 
years later it has regenerated 
to include sacred spaces 
within it once again. This is 
the hope and joy of these 
two books. The sorrow and 
pain is in the current state of 
affairs that each documents 
for forests here in North 
America and worldwide. 

Forests Forever is a well­
researched, clearly written, 
and beautifully illustrated 
history and contemporary 
expose of the politics and 
policies surrounding forest 
use in the United States 
and Canada. It is a beauti­
ful book because it reminds 
us of the aesthetic and spir­
itual sense that forests pro­
vide for human beings, and 
of the possibility that these 
can co-exist with ecologi­

cally sound, sustainable extraction poli­
cies and conservation of old-growth for­
ests. It is a sad book because it documents 
the 19th- and 20th-century mentality, 
still extant today, which regards forests 
as resources for industrialized exploita­
tion. Clearcutting and the replacement 
of diverse forest ecologies with agricul­
tural land or tree monocultures are still 
acceptable practices pursued by short­
term profit-maximizing corporations in 
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the United States and worldwide, and 
which banal and sometimes corrupt gov­
ernment officials do little to stop even on 
the common land of our national forests. 
Solutions to saving our forests are pre­
sented in the last few chapters of the 
book. None of these is likely to take place 
on a scale that will make a difference 
without increased public awareness and 
concerted action. This is Berger's hope 
and call to action. 

Wild Foresting is a collection of 40 
short essays organized around six topics, 
all gauged to elucidate the meaning of 
"wild foresting" and how it can "reconcile 
the needs of the Earth with those of hu­
mans." It is a wide-ranging journey 
through the forest knowledge of indige­
nous cultures, wise forest-keepers, con­
temporary "best practices" of forest man­
agement, and transformative community 
economics and Earth renewal. Wild For­
esting is an excellent compilation of what's 
happening on the ground in this impor­
tant movement-and makes a nice com­
plement to Berger's book, which tends to 
stay within the mainstream of salvation 
through policy and regulation. In these 
essays, we learn about the probably 
permanent destruction of the boreal forest 
in Siberia; the spontaneous and somewhat 
miraculous regeneration of an ancient 
rainforest in Colombia; the sacred space 
of forests and the wisdom of indigenous 
peoples in their approach to the forest; 
and the sustainable long-term manage­
ment of a Nova Scotia forest. Its message 
holds great hope: If only we humans 
change our ways, Mother Earth and her 
forests will respond in kind. 

Friends who are concerned about glob­
al warming, industrialized agriculture, 
economic globalization, and the like; and 
those who are led to seek more Earth­
friendly, human-scale alternatives, will 
find both these books valuable. As poet 
David Wagoner says, "If what a tree or a 
bush does is lost on you, then you are 
surely lost. Stand still. The forest knows 
where you are. You must let it find you." 
These books are a good first step in stand­
ing still and letting the forest find you 
so that you may become its voice in 
the world. 

Greg Moschetti is a member of New Haven 
Meeting who currently lives in Dummerston, 
Vt., where he stewards a 222-acre conserved 
and sustainably managed forest with his wife, 
Connie Baxter. He attends Putney Meeting 
and works as a volunteerfar a variety of local 
non-profits. 
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The Long Descent: 
A User's Guide to the End 
of the Industrial Age 
By john Michael Greer. New Society 
Publishers, 2008. 223 pages. $18.351 
paperback. 

Reviewed by Matthew Corson-Finnerty 

Having read many analyses of the global 
impacts of Peak Oil, I must say that John 
Michael Greer's conclusions in The Long 
Descent are refreshingly middle-of-the-road. 
Peak Oil describes the moment in time 
when the world's oil production begins an 
irreversible and terminal decline. The rami­
f ications of this unprecedented geological 
fallout have been heavily debated by oil ge­
ologists, academics, and environmentalists 
for decades. Greer asserts that in the ongo­
ing debate two dichotomous poles have 
formed, each arguing an extreme vision 
(overnight collapse on one hand, and busi­
ness-as-usual on the other) that he consid­
ers to be wrong and unproductive at best. 

The crux of Greer's argument, that our 
future lies somewhere between the poles of 
utopia and apocalypse, is founded on the 
assessment that the two camps have con­
structed their opposing visions from deep­
rooted cultural myths rather than historical 
precedent. The first myth, embedded in the 
heart of our industrial civilization, is the 
myth of perpetual progress. So compelling 
is this vision that a whole cadre of scientists 
and economists assert that market forces 
will spawn the necessary technology to 
bridge whatever resource shortfalls may 
come, no matter what. The other myth, 
equally compelling, is that of Armageddon, 
or the end of all life. Greer asserts that this 
myth underlies the gloomy "die-off" pre­
dictions of many who see the human race 
as hopelessly doomed to commit suicide 
through dangerous overconsumption. Greer 
traces each myth back to differing Chris­
tian interpretations of the Millennium and 
argues, I think successfully, that the appeal 
of these two myths throughout history is 
not their foundation in factual informa­
tion, but rather their emotional pull. 

Examining previous cases of what he 
calls "catabolic collapse" (the process of civ­
ilizations mitigating collapse through selec­
tive self-cannibalization), Greer asserts that 
this kind ofcollapse takes an average of250 
years, rather than 5 or 15, to complete. For 
example, during the Roman collapse under 
the rule of Diocletian, the waning empire 
was split in two halves. Eventually power, 
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resources, and knowledge condensed into 
the eastern half, while the less productive 
and more vulnerable western half was left 
for dead. Thus Greer makes his case for a 
long, slow collapse, comprising oscillating 
periods of crisis and relief. The net effect, 
he argues, will be like descending a stair­
case: Societal disintegration happens in 
stages, not all at once. 

Next, Greer outlines personal and col­
lective strategies for dealing with the afore­
mentioned collapse. One of the things I ad­
mire most about The Long Descent is the au­
thor's unabashed willingness to give advice 
that he believes will be helpful in a de-in­
dustrializing world. Most books on the sub­
ject are disappointingly reticent. However, 
Greer is quite comfortable recommending 
actions: grow organic food, learn a handi­
craft, seek out obsolete low-technologies, 
etc. Though there is a radical simplicity im­
plied in the author's advice, I consider it to 
be sound and helpful, not only for Friends 
but for anyone who is concerned about ways 
to live in a world with less oil. 

Another atypical aspect of The Long De­
scent is Greer's repeated emphasis on the 
importance of spirituality. This, more than 
advice giving and prediction making, is a 
significant taboo in Peak Oil spheres. Be­
cause most of the debate around Peak Oil is 
scientific in nature, the Peak Oil commu­
nity tends to eschew any talk of God or 
Spirit. Greer, however, ventures into this 
unpopular realm to try to imagine how 
spirituality can be of service to us as we 
struggle with increasing hardships brought 
on by the end of the Oil Age. This is the 
part of the book that I imagine resonating 
the most with Friends. Greer advocates an 
ecology of spiritual disciplines, particularly 
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those that remain open to change, open to 
other religions and peoples, and open to a 
direct spiritual connection. 

I would definitely recommend The Long 
Descent to Friends. It's a good Peak Oil 
primer; informative, engaging, and usually 
easy to follow (though at times it does get 
somewhat esoteric). Greer's research seems 
sound and his arguments are well made, 
though his style is frequently repetitive and 
somewhat campy. The approachable nature 
of this book, as well as its fairly unique ar­
gument, form a great strength in its simul­
taneous appeal to those who are just com­
ing to this subject and those who have been 
there for a while. 

Matthew Corson-Finnerty, a member of 
Germantown Meeting in Philadelphia, Pa., 
has studied Peak Oil informally through a 
variety of media for the last three years. His 
article on the subject appeared in the October 
2008 issue of FRIENDS JOURNAL, and he 
led a workshop on it at the January 2009 
Peace Gathering organized by the Historic 
Peace Churches. 

A Conservationist 
Manifesto 
By Scott Russell Sanders. Indiana University 
Press, 2009. 238 pages. $19.95/softcover. 

Reviewed by James W. Hood 

Scott Russell Sanders be-

dominated human enterprise for the last 250 
years. As we might expect from the author of 
the essays in Hunting for Hope: A Father's 
Journeys (Beacon Press, 1999), Sanders does 
not merely elegize or rant. He is chastening 
and direct and sometimes sad, but he also 
meditates upon the beauties of this world, lo­
cating in the minute particulars of celandine 
poppies and Boundary Waters lakes those 
wonders that inspire preservation. In direct 
opposition to the "me-first" consumerism 
that dominates U.S. sensibilities at present, 
Sanders aims to "imagine a culture of con­
servation" that will leave a legacy of natural 
wonders for his grandchildren. As he tells 
them poignantly in the final essay of this col­
lection, "The list of wild marvels I would 
save for you is endless." 

Friends will recognize the Quaker sen­
sibilities governing Sanders' Manifesto 
here. The essays "Common Wealth," 
"Simplicity and Sanity," and "Stillness" 
resonate powerfully with our testimonies 
and traditions. In these pieces, Sanders 
excoriates the economy of greed that has 
nearly abolished the notion of "the com­
mons"; he examines Thoreau's call to sim­
plify rather than accept the "endless ex­
pansion of desire" under which our cur­
rent economic system operates; and he 
meditates on the benefits of stillness that 
allows one "to enter the world, not escape 
from it." Friends have long understood the 
need to check individual leadings against 
the wisdom of the Light-seeking commu­
nity, as well as the striving for simplicity 
and stillness that pervades both our meet­

ings for worship and advices 
for living. lieves deeply in conserving 

things that are truly impor­
tant: a hardwood stand near 
his home in Bloomington, In­
diana; the Limberlost Swamp 
of Gene Stratton Porter's tales; 
the common wealth of prairie 
and forest; clean water; the 
proven structures of commu­
nity; the value of simplicity; 
the healing power of stillness. 
An award-winning writer of 
nonfiction and fiction who 
has taught creative writing for 

CONSERVATIONIST 
M1\NlHoSTO 

Most powerfully here, 
Sanders links the conservation 
of natural, or external, resourc­
es; and personal, or internal, 
resources. Like all good nature 
writing, the book celebrates 
natural wonders and critiques 
our squandering of them. But 
it also shows how our frantic 
drive to attain wealth and sta­
tus proceeds from the same de­
structiveness that reduces the 

many years at Indiana University, Sanders 
writes crystalline prose challenging readers 
to rethink our devotion to an unsustainable 
way of life. 

A Conservationist Manifesto proclaims­
in well-tempered, clear, evocative essays­
the absolute necessity of saving for future 
generations those things of this wide world 
that are threatened by industrialization and 
the laissez-faire market economy that has 
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Earth to a warehouse of goods 
created to serve our whims. In our frenetic 
daily lives, we've lost sight of natural limita­
tions-the need for sleep, relaxation, sab­
bath-that make for true richness and re­
newal. By exploiting the natural world, we 
turn people and things into mere means to 

an ultimately unfulfilling end. 
To counter this, we need to adopt an 

ethic of caring for three major sites, says 
Sanders: the Earth in general, our "home 

ground" in specific, and the generations to 
come. He rightfully finds the notion of sus­
tainable growth insane. In his view, nature's 
model teaches us that "sustainable use" can 
work, but the myth of infinite growth (of 
the economy, of the length of our own lives, 
of our wealth) results in self- and world-de­
struction of the most deluded sort. To care 
for one another, for ourselves, and for the 
natural world demands that we turn away 
from the unfettered getting and spending 
that ultimately lays waste to our emotional 
and natural landscapes. 

Sanders calls for radical (from the Latin 
radix meaning "root" ) change-a change 
that returns us to the roots of our inherent 
and inherited relationship with sustaining 
nature and our own selves. This is conser­
vatism at its best: the conservation of prin­
ciples and practices that give and renew life. 
A Conservationist Manifesto is a beautifully 
crafted book that provides a welcome blend 
of the practical, personal, and spiritual ar­
guments for re-imagining our relationship 
with the Earth and its inhabitants. 

James W Hood teaches 19th-century British 
literature at Guilford College and is a member 
of Friendship Meeting in Greensboro, NC. 

Counsel to the 
Christian-Traveller: 
Also Meditations & 

Experiences 
By William Shewen, edited by Charles 
Martin. Inner Light Books, 2008. 
(Originally published in 1683.) 116 pages. 
$25/hardcover. 

Reviewed by Bruce Folsom 

This treasury of brief writings was re­
printed various times through the 19th cen­
tury, then fell into obscurity. Inner Light 
Books has rectified this by making the in­
sights based on William Shewen's long ex­
perience as a 17th-century Friend available 
once agam. 

Shewen was born around 1631 and made 
his home available as a meeting place for 
Friends by 1656. He served on the Meeting 
for Sufferings in the 1670s and '80s, and 
helped negotiate the return of Quaker cap­
tives in Algiers. In 1673 he was arrested, with 
other members of Horslydown Meeting, for 
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worshiping in the street after authorities 
barred them from their own meetinghouse. 
In 1674 a public quarrel with a Baptist esca­
lated into an exchange of pamphlets that 
launched Shewen's writing career. 

This small book is a collection of several 
short works that includes a list of biblical 
citations on the Light, the essay "Counsel 
to the Christian-Traveller," and 70 short 
"Meditations & Experiences." It's a perfect 
format for those who enjoy short readings 
that stimulate thought or meditation­
though the writing is compelling enough 
that it is easy to read for longer stretches. 
(Language and spelling have been slightly 
modernized to allow greater access to the 
contemporary reader.) 

The power ofShewen's writing comes not 
from a display of intellectual prowess, but 
from the poetic images and metaphors that 
draw the reader into an experience of the Di­
vine. He tells us what we need to do to get to 
a deep and holy place, and how to stay there. 
For example, here's an excerpt from Medita­
tion 44 that I find deeply moving: 

This is the mystery of our fellowship, 
and the bond of our unity, as our 
minds and hearts are exercised in the 
tendering Power of the Lord, especial­
ly in our solemn meetings and wait­
ing together upon him, as every one 
keeps close unto this, and are united 
unto it. Oh! this is a precious state, 
herein stands our blessed unity and 
fellowship, herein we are strong, spe­
cifically as Mount Zion, as a three­
fold cord that cannot easily be bro­
ken. As we keep and abide in this, the 
gates of Hell cannot prevail against 
us, no evil can hurt us. In this stands 
our joy and preservation in our meet­
ings, and in our partings, in all times 
and places, as we feel our hearts and 
minds in unity with the Spirit of the 
Lord; then not convinced, reproved 
and condemned by it; but justified 
and commended. This is sweet and 
precious indeed, as all that are in it 
know full well. 

Editor Charles Martin has done the Re­
ligious Society of Friends a great service by 
recovering this classic work for our century. 
It will be of great value to Quakers inter­
ested in early Friends thought, to those 
seeking a language for the spiritual life, and 
for those seeking to deepen their experience 
of the Divine. 

Bruce Folsom is a member of San Francisco 
(Calif.) Meeting, where he has led a weekly 
Quaker study group and biweekly Bible study 
group for many years. 
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Leading Quakers: 
Discipleship Leadership, 
A Friends Model 
By Jennifer L. Isbell. Earlham School of 
Religion, 2008. 144 pages. $7.95/softcover. 

Reviewed by C. Wess Daniels 

I was happy to get the chance to review 
Jennifer L. Isbell's new Leading Quakers: 
Discipleship Leadership, A Friends Model, 
largely because of my own involvement 
with pastoral and convergent Friends. Is­
bell's book covers two important and cur­
rent topics of discussion: discipleship and 
leadership. Discipleship-learning how we 
can routinely practice what we believe-is 
increasingly important in our current cul­
tural context, especially if we hope the 
Church is seen as a leader in areas such as 
peace and justice. 

Because of our radically changing times, 
discipleship is also one of the biggest ques­
tions we face in the Church today. In an 
unstable culture we need to rethink the 
ways we help to create faithful communities 
of Quakers. 

In 1969 T. Vail Palmer wrote, about the 
body of Christ: "The question remains: 
even if we have some idea what such a com­
munity might look like, how does it actu­
ally come into being?" He put his finger on 
a key question: How do we, through the 
guidance of God's holy spirit, participate 
in the birth of a vibrant new community 
in our time? Many books have sought to 
tackle this issue head-on, from Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer's classic The Cost of Discipleship 
(1995), to Richard Foster's highly popular 
Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiri­
tual Growth (1988), to Lee Camp's more 
contemporary Mere Discipleship: Radical 
Christianity in a Rebellious World (2003). 
Isbell's book is shelved next to these as she 
attempts to answer the same question from 
a decidedly Quaker perspective. 

Leading Quakers is first and foremost a 
toolbox for Quaker communities looking 
to grow in the area of discipleship. The key 
strength of the book lies in its structure 
and practicality. Each chapter has three 
parts: an explanation of the subject (bibli­
cal understandings of leadership, leader­
ship models, identifying gifts and needs, 
etc.); a look at the topic through biblical 
texts; and thoughts from the wider Quaker 
world. Each section also includes helpful 
discussion questions and guided reflec­
tions. The book is a kind of workbook 
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that walks meet­
ing communities 
through the pro­
cess of disciple­
ship, leadership 
formation, and 
gifts discernment. 

A key point of 
interest is Isbell's 
discussion of what 
she calls "disciple 
leadership." As opposed to servant leader­
ship, the standard paradigm, she sees disci­
ple leadership as the model most related to 
the Friends. The latter is rooted in theology 
based on Rufus Jones' reading of Quaker 
history where discipleship is not about doc­
trines, preconceived ideas about the good, or 
even particular practices, but rather, as Jones 
understood Fox's encounter with God: "an 
experience that he spent his life conveying to 
others, as if extending an invitation that 
they too might encounter God this way." 

Fox is paradigmatic of Isbell's ideal fol­
lower-leader: He communicated with and 
responded to God-and in the process of 
responding, he invited others along with 
him. This is rooted in a particular under­
standing of the incarnation: "This life and 
our witness of it are together a teaching 
method in which incarnation is the content 
and the prescription. Jesus lived fully in re­
sponse to his communications and relation­
ship with God." 

This book is strongly Christ-centered, 
rooted in biblical language, and draws heav­
ily on Quaker thinkers across many branch­
es to develop what it means to be the body of 
Christ, to use our gifts, to meet together for 
clearness, and to share our witness with the 
world. This, along with its toolbox nature, 
makes up its most helpful contributions. 

I was struck, however, by a number of 
questions about discipleship and culture 
that Isbell did not address satisfactorily: 
Why the lack of any conversation around 
how culture creates both pathways and 
obstacles for discipling those within the 
Church? Is it not the case that we are formed 
by culture both explicitly and implicitly? 
How should the Church interact with a 
world that often has an alternative narrative 
of the cosmos and differing values from 
those Jesus taught? Culture impacts how 
the body of Christ perceives itself, worships 
God, lives out its witness in the world, and 
approaches discipleship. 

Some cultural trends I would have liked 
to see discussed are the continued growth of 
mass media, the impact of mobile technolo­
gies on everyday life, the ever-present virtual 
communities of the web, the uncertainty 
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and irreverence of postmodernism, and the 
many troubles involved with late capitalism. 
In my view, any book on discipleship or 
leadership needs to take these into account 
for it to have relevance for our meetings 
today. However, the strengths of the book 
still make it a worthwhile exploration of 
Quaker discipleship. 

C. Wess Daniels is pastor at Camas (Wash.) 
Friends Church and a PhD student at Fuller 
Theological Seminary in Intercultural Studies. 

A part of the convergent Friends conversation 
from its inception, Daniels biogs at <www. 

gatheringinlight. com>. 

A Spiritual Guide to 
Sabbath Economics 
By Judith L. Favor. Wasteland Press, 2008. 
125 pages. $18/softcover. 

Reviewed by Brad Sheeks 

Yesterday, A Spiritual Guide to Sabbath 
Economics arrived along with my own 
Friends meeting's agenda for next year's 
budget. How serendipitous! 

Judith L. Favor's new book offers guid­
ance on how to be creative, practical, and 
most importantly, spiritual, when it comes 
to how we relate to money. Her approach is 
to start with a question, followed with a 
personal comment that leads to queries de­
signed to help readers reflect on their own 
relationships with money. While I found 
this to be very helpful when discussing next 
year's budget, the focus of the book is on 
our own personal finances. 

Here's a good example: "How much is 
enough?" Favor writes that it's a question of 
not only having enough, but being enough. 
For many of us, the quick response is, 
"More!" She goes on to write, "how I an­
swer it affects my spiritual well-being and 
the well-being of the world." She wonders if 
perhaps Henry David Thoreau had been 
reading the opening chapter of Genesis 
when he wrote of his day, "It was morning, 
and lo, now it is evening and nothing mem­
orable is accomplished." From that perspec­
tive we are invited to consider the way we 
use our time and our money. 

The author practices a spiritual disci­
pline that she calls sabbath economics. The 
first thing is regularly to stop what we are 
doing, rest for a moment, empty ourselves, 
and be open to a sacred presence. She in­
vites us to consider the words, "Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul. .. and your neighbor as yourself" 
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Favor writes how it is that when we give 
ourselves the gift of time to rest, we can rec­
ognize that we live within the abundance of 
divine love, freeing us to simplify our lives 
so that what we have is enough and we can 
give generously to our community. She tells 
her story of how making room for rest and 
spiritual renewal has helped her live with 
the feelings of having enough and being 
enough. 

Favor offers a playful activity to curb our 
"urge to splurge." She suggests we think of 
enjoyable things to do instead of going 
shopping. Alternative activities could in­
clude taking flowers (along with chicken 
soup) to someone just home from the hospi­
tal, going for a walk, sitting and seeing how 
many different clouds there are in the sky, 
calling a friend to arrange for a picnic in a 
local park. She cites a poem by Ralph Wal­
do Emerson that calls us: 

To appreciate the beauty in nature 
and all that surrounds us; 
To seek out and nurture the best 
in others; 
To give the gift of yourself to others 
without the slightest thought of 
return. 

I liked this book. It gives many different 
formats for exploring the way we use our 
time either as private spiritual practice, or 
within the support of a small group, using a 
worship-sharing mode. 

Brad Sheeks is a member of Central 
Philadelphia (Pa.) Meeting and works as a 
hospice nurse. He co-leads couple enrichment 
retreats with Patricia McBee, sponsored by 
Friends General Conference. 

40-Day Journey with 
Parker J. Palmer 
Edited by Henry F. French, Augsburg Books, 
2008. 107 pages. $12.99/softcover. 

Reviewed by Linda Chidsey 

Who am I meant to be? And what am I 
meant to do? T hese are the central and 
searching questions that weave through 40-
Day journey with Parker J. Palmer. While 
there is an ease to the rhythm and pace of 
this several weeks' journey, the pilgrim 
must be willing to go to places of darkness 
as well as places of light-both within the 
self and in the outer world. Ultimately, 
claims Palmer, the journey is about moving 
from a life of illusion to an encounter with 
reality. For example, on Day 15 we read, 
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"All of us arrive on 
Earth with souls 
in perfect form." 
But from the mo­
ment of birth on­
ward, Palmer con­
tinues, the soul or 
true self is assailed 
by deforming ex­
ternal forces as well 
as by demons of 
the inner life. With 
Palmer as compan­
ion and guide, read­

ers of 40-Day Journey are invited on an in­
ward process whereby they might glimpse, 
embrace, and even reclaim the reality of the 
soul in perfect form. 

The transformation of contradictions 
into paradoxes is the journey's central 
theme. Daily readings and practices en­
courage readers to grapple with apparent 
opposites such as scarcity and abundance; 
solitude and community; action and con­
templation; humility and power; the inner 
and outer life. Each entry begins with a 
reading that lifts up a key idea in Palmer's 
understanding of Christian life and faith, 
followed by a related passage from the Bi­
ble. Next comes a time of meditation along 
with simple instructions to assist the reader 
in the practice. Readers are then asked to 
return to the day's readings and respond to 
"Questions to Ponder." Next, readers can 
use a Psalm fragment and suggestions for 
journaling to apply the day's readings to 
personal experience. Each entry concludes 
with a two prayers to be used throughout 
the day. (I believe readers could also benefit 
from using the book during a shorter time 
period; even a casual read would be benefi­
cial, though not optimal.) 

I found this slim volume to be a real gem. 
The format and flow of readings, Scripture, 
meditation and questions draw readers in, 
inviting them to consider authentically the 
sources of their identity and sense of securi­
ty. The depth and nature of each day's selec­
tions guide this experience-both for those 
who are just now waking up to life as a jour­
ney and for those who have been on the path 
for some time. 

40-Day journey is written for both indi­
viduals and communities of faith, with the 
understanding that "community" may 
mean anything from a large gathering of a 
particular religious tradition to a group as 
small as a family or a dyad of spiritual 
friends. Companionship is needed as we 
travel, and often blind to our own gifts as 
well as our limitations. Further, we need to 
uphold one another in our desire to live 
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Barclay Press • 800.962.4014 • www.barclaypress.com 

e invested. ,,, 
... in ourselves. 

"A friend of mine told me about her life at Broadmead. 
When I heard about the lifetime care agreement and 
all the services and supports included, Broadmead 
became the perfect way for me to invest in my own 
physical and financial wellbeing." June Gee 

"I agree with June. Add to that, the beautiful 
setting in which I live and the daily 
opportunities I have to continue growing 
and contributing to the community, 
I couldn't have asked for more." 
Max Greenland 
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GuideOne Insurance is America's leading insur­

er of religious institutions, and has been pro­

tecting Friends houses of worship and schools 

for more than 20 years. In fact, since 1979, 

GuideOne has been the Friends Insurance 

Group property and casualty insurer of choice. 

To arrange for a FREE premium quotation, and 

to learn more about GuideOne Insurance, call 

1-877-448-4331 ext. 5429. 
Insurance 

5511 GREENE STREET. PHILADELPHIA, PA 19144 · 215-438-7545 

GREENESTREETFRIENDS.ORG 

Display Ad Deadlines 

Reservations are 
required for display ads 
in FRIENDS JOURNAL. 

FRIENDS 
JOURNAL 

January issue: Reserve space by November 2. 

Ads must be received by November 5. 

February issue: Reserve space by November 30. 

Ads must be received by December 3. 

Call (215) 563-8629 now with your reservation 

or questions. E-mail: adsales@friendsjournal.org 

Mapping Out a 
Spiritual Journey 

40-Day Spiritual journey with Parker 
]. Palmer is part of a "40 day with" series 
published by Lutheran press Augsburg 
Fortress, which includes spiritual figures 
such as Julian of Norwich, Martin Lu­
ther, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Kathleen Nor­
ris, and Maya Angelou. 

Retired Lutheran pastor Henry T. 
French, who edited the Parker]. Palmer 
book and is responsible for the series, says 
he selected Palmer because "we were 
looking for books that deal with a par­
ticular subject that doesn't get treated de­
votionally very often; and for writers 
whose work leads to a deepening sense of 
one's own spirit and spiritual practices." 
He calls Palmer "a rather unique voice 
that raises questions for contemporary 
Christians and faith communities on 
paradox and wholeness." 

French communicated closely with 
Palmer during the writing process, which 
he compares with putting together a col­
lection of poetry. "First I went back and 
read all his work again and took notes on 
quotations. Then I put them side by side 
so each reading would build on the pre­
vious reading, and I came up with relat­
ed spiritual texts. The part I enjoyed 
most was writing the questions and jour­
nal reflections, which were designed to 
open up the reading for the individual's 
spiritual life and practice." 

The editor adds, "I find a lot of Park­
er's reading to be quite poetic. He uses 
metaphor well and is full of good images. 
And I like the way he allows contradiction 
to be transformed into paradox, which is 
very much what we Lutherans do." 

-Linda Chidsey 

into the truths we are learning. 
Although Palmer speaks from the con­

text of the Quaker Christian tradition, this 
book has relevance for anyone interested in 
the care of the soul. I believe that this book 
will speak to those of different religious tra­
ditions as well to those with no religious 
tradition at all. 

"The God whom I know dwells quietly 
in the root system of the very nature of 
things," aff irms Palmer. My prayer for read­
ers of 40-Day journey is that all may come 
to share in that knowing. 

Linda Chidsey is a member of Housatonic 
Meeting in New Milford, Conn. A recorded 
minister in New York Yearly Meeting, she 
leads silent and contemplative retreats. 
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The Torture Debate 
continued from page 16 

through policy, practice, and public 
equivocation-that has returned the 
question of torture to a matter of inter­
national debate. Many of us would pre­
fer that we put the torture issue behind 
us and simply move on. That sentiment 
is understandable, but it is not wise. 
Our failure to reaffirm U.S. commit­
ment to the absolute prohibition against 
torture can only erode international 
normative standards. W hile President 
Obama's directives on torture are wel­
come and important as first steps, they 
are not sufficient to assure the world of 
our renewed commitment to interna­
tional norms. From a very practical per­
spective, the measures taken by this 
President offer no protection against a 
future President's decision to reinstate 
the brutal interrogation policies of the 
past eight years. Our collective political 
challenge, and responsibility, is to find a 
way to definitively repudiate both the 
political instructions and the intricate 
ratiocinations that made it possible for 
U.S. officials to consider as torture 
nothing short of organ failure. Through 
our political institutions, our judicial 
system, and professional bodies, we the 
people must clarify and affirm the ro­
bust intent of our laws and ensure that 
no room is left to carry out acts of tor­
ture in our name. Calls for congressio­
nal hearings, judicial prosecutions, and 
sanctions imposed by bar associations 
are all directed to that end. As the Inter­
national Committee of the Red Cross 
and numerous international human 
rights organizations with moral and 
substantive authority have long assert­
ed, simulated drowning, stress posi­
tions, and sensory manipulation are 
outlawed by the international definition 
of torture as established by the Conven­
tion Against Torture. That definition is 
already enshrined in U.S. law, and now 
it is a matter of ensuring that its broad­
est interpretation will guide our poli­
cies. The moral precepts and political 
principles that guide the United States 
and shape our own policies are impor­
tant elements in the debate on torture­
but in the end, much more than that is 
at stake. We will not be ready to close 
the debate until all doubt has been re­
moved about our commitment to the 
absolute prohibition of torture. 0 
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Rolling Admissions• Financial Aid Available 

Preparing students for college and life 

with our commitment to: 

• Progressive education 
• Community and sustainability 

• Our historic working farm 

• Quaker values 
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RESIDENTIAL LIVING 
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SHORT-STAY REHAB 

NURSING CARE 

Faith Woodward 

Director of Marketing and Admissions 
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610-696-5211 
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Quaker House 

Pre-I< through 6th Grade 

2150 Butler Pike, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 

(610) 828-2288 • www.pmfsl780.org 

Fayetteville/Ft. Bragg NC 
40 Years of Front-Line Peace Witness ... 

. . . And Just Getting Started! 

Read Dur New Book: 
YES To The Troops. 

NO To The Wars. 

Quaker House 
223 Hillside Avenue 

Fayetteville NC 28301 
www.quakerhouse.org 

Chuck Fager, Di rector 
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Renew a passion for 

special friendships in a 

vibrant, resident-directed 

community life. Over 400 

acres with woods, ponds, 

and walking trails in the 

heart of Pennsylvania's 

Brandywine Valley. 

G:r 
EQUAL HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY 

At Kendal-Crosslands Communities, you'll 
enjoy a naturally tranquil setting with full 
access to outstanding services and amenities. 
Carefree living, on-site wellness programs, flex­
ible dining options, enriching cultural events, 
complete healthcare services ... all giving you 
less responsibility, and more opportunity in 
transforming your experience of aging. 

call 1-800-216-1920 

www.kcc.kendal.org 

a Continuing Care 
Retirement Community 
Quaker-Related 
Not-for-Profit 

"Westtown has given me the ability to discover 
my beliefs for myself" Nate, 12th grade OPEN HOUSE DATES 

Since 1799 Westtown has prepared students 
to excel in the classroom and in the 
community. Located on 600 acres near 
West Chester, our education from pre-K 
through 12th grade is life changing. 

Come discover Westtown. 

Pre-K through 12th Grade 

Saturday, November 14 10 :00 am 

Saturday, December 12 10: 00 am 

WESTTOWN SCHOOL 
to 2th Grade 610-399-7900 www.westtown.edu 

NEWS 

New York Yearly Meeting, at its annual 
Summer Session held at Silver Bay, New 
York, in July 2009 approved a minute on 
race and racism. "Friends know, by our 
experience, that there is 'that of God' in 
every person. Today, we in N ew York Yearly 
Meeting seek to live into this truth and the 
Testimony of Equality. We recognize that 
the concept of race and the practice of 
racism are created by society at large, to 
which we belong, and that some of us have 
benefited from an economic and social 
system that has exploited others of us. We 
regret the damage these practices have 
caused, whether intentional or through ig­
norance, to others and ourselves. We affirm 
the necessity for each of us to examine rac­
ism and white privilege, and the fear under­
lying these divisions among us. In going 
forward together we may make mistakes, 
and we understand that our only hope is 
to love one another. We will move with 
the Spirit to seek justice, healing, and rec­
onciliation within our yearly meeting." At 
issue is the Ministry Coordinating Com­
mittee's call to end racism in NYYM, which 
has been made to all the monthly meetings. 
This minute originated in Rahway and 
Plainfield Meeting, underwent discernment 
in the Shrewbury and Plainfield Half Year­
ly Meeting, and was then forwarded to 
NYYM for further discernment and ap­
proval. NYYM has asked each monthly 
meeting to hold this minute on race and 
racism in their prayers as they labor and 
discern Spirit-led actions that will be faith­
ful to God and the community. As an aid 
to discerning Spirit-led actions, the Task 
Group on Racism in NYYM has provided 
each monthly meeting with � self-facilitated 
workshop on "Fostering Inclusion in our 
Meetings." NYYM seeks God's guidance 
as we enter into looking more deeply into 
the Light, seeking the truth of our whole­
ness and living our actions to end racism. 
-Ernestine Buscemi, clerk 

BULLETIN BOARD 

eDecember-Bolivia Santidad Yearly 
Meeting 

0December-Burundi Yearly Meeting 

•December 4-7-Rwanda Yearly Meeting 
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MILESTONES 

Deaths 
Balderston-Frederick Emery Balderston, 85, on 
October 18, 2008, at home in Berkeley, Calif. A 
lifelong Friend, Fred was born on August 15, 
1923, in Philadelphia, Pa., to Gertrude Emery 
and C. Canby Balderston, and was brought up 
in Lansdowne Meeting near Philadelphia. His 
father was a professor at the University of Penn­
sylvania and dean of Wharton Business School. 
Fred attended Deep Springs College and be­
came a conscientious objector during World 
War II, serving as a volunteer American Field 
Service ambulance driver and lieutenant at­
tached to the British Army in Italy, Egypt, Pal­
estine, Yemen, and India in 1943-1945. After 
the war he was 

'
one of the founders of the AFS 

exchange student program. He obtained an AB 
in Economics from Cornell University in 1948, 
and an MA and PhD from Princeton in 1950 
and 1953. He married Judith Braude in 1949, 
and they had four children, Daniel, Sara, T hom­
as, and Jonathan. He was a research associate in 
Economics at Massachusetts Institute of Tech­
nology before he came to University of Califor­
nia, Berkeley, as an assistant professor in the 
Haas School of Business. Fred joined Berkeley 
Meeting in 1957, where he served as treasurer 
and member of Ministry and Oversight Com­
mittee. He served on AFSC's Northern Califor­
nia Finance Committee and Regional Executive 
Committee. He was the first director of the 
Haas School's Center for Research in Manage­
ment and served terms as associate dean for the 
graduate school of business administration and 
associate dean for academic affairs. He also 
worked at University of California as vice-presi­
dent of business and finance and vice-president 
of planning and analysis. Fred served as Califor­
nia's savings and loan commissioner, and from 
1966 to 1969 he chaired the California State 
Committee on Public Education. He was a 
member of the board of directors for the Na­
tional Center for Higher Education Manage­
ment Systems from 1972 to 1977. Fred wrote 
two textbooks, Managing Today's University, 
and Thrift in Crisis, and was awarded the 
"Berkeley Citizen" award when he retired in 
1991. Fred served on the board of directors of 
the California Nature Conservancy, the Ber­
nard Osher Foundation, and the Golden West 
Financial Corporation. He was also a life trustee 
of Deep Springs College and the American Field 
Service international student exchange pro­
gram. Judith died in 1993, and in 2001 Fred 
married Elizabeth Mackay Ratcliff, his and Ju­
dith's longtime friend. Fred is survived by his 
wife, Elizabeth Mackay Ratcliff Balderston; 
four children, Daniel, Sara, Thomas, and Jona­
than Balderston; five grandchildren; and one 
brother, Robert Balderston. 

Chalip-Bernard Chalip, 90, on April 1, 2008, 
at home in Alameda, Calif. Bernard (then Bo­
ris) was born on June 10, 1917, in Kiev, Ukraine. 
After the Russian Revolution, his family fled, 
his father having been a supporter of the defeat­
ed Kerensky. After three years of traveling by 
night and hiding by day, they reached Poland, 
then settled a year later in Chicago. When Ber­
nard graduated from elementary school, he add-
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ed "Rogers" as a middle name, admiring base­
ball player Rogers Hornsby. He studied Chem­
istry at University of Chicago, wanting to find a 
cure for cancer. When he saw many of his class­
mates come back from the Spanish Civil War 
missing an eye or a limb, he began to feel that 
there must be some way to end wars, and he 
changed his major to Social Studies. After grad­
uation, Bernard studied singing at Juilliard 
School of Music. He then moved to Los Ange­
les, giving singing lessons until he eloped with 
one of his singing students, Alice Grace. Ber­
nard and Alice had one son, Laurence, born in 
1951. Bernard began teaching in elementary 
schools, taking courses at night to upgrade his 
credentials. He received his MA in Education 
from San Francisco State University. He loved 
teaching, particularly teaching baseball. He 
would brag that he threw the first fast balls they 
had ever seen to Tommy Harper and Currell 
Motten, who went on to careers in the major 
leagues. Bernard also taught courses at College 
of Alameda, Alameda Naval Air Station, and 
University of California, Berkeley. For two sum­
mers he taught General Semantics and English 
at Eastern Oregon College. He was an advisor to 
several students working for advanced degrees. 
When he retired in 1983, he discovered senior 
softball. He was a member of the Alameda Is­
landers and other teams until he was 85, com­
peting in Europe three times. To raise money 
for the homeless, he and Alice created a singing 
program "Showtunes to Opera," performing it 
at rest homes, businesses, and other organiza­
tions. On the day he passed, Bernard was very 
happy; it was the beginning of baseball season 
and was at the television at the beginning of the 
game. A few minutes later he called to his wife 
in another room; when she got there he was 
gone. Bernard was an attender of Berkeley Meet­
ing for more than 40 years, and Friends trea­
sured his singing as one of the gifts he shared 
with the world, along with his talent for brevity 
of messages during meeting. Bernard was pre­
ceded in death by his infant brother during his 
family's escape from Russia. He is survived by 
his wife, Alice Grace Chalip and by his son, 
Laurence Chalip. 

Suzuki-Mary Bonzo Suzuki, 76, on May 11, 
2008, in Berkeley, Calif. Mary was born on 
June 26, 1931, in Chicago, Ill., to Blanche Geor­
gia Bonzo and Hipolito Bonzo, who took the 
family to live in the Philippines, from which 
Mary's father came. Mary lived there during 
World War II and the Japanese occupation. Her 
two-year-old brother was killed in the war, and 
she and her family barely survived starvation. 
These experiences inspired Mary's later writing 
and fervent work for peace. After the war, Mary's 
mother returned to the United States with her 
surviving four children, but her father remained 
in the Philippines, saying that he could not re­
turn to the U.S. and its racism. After attending 
nursing school for one year, Mary transferred to 
University of California, Berkeley. In 1952 she 
used funds the U.S. government had given her 
for war wounds to travel to a peace conference 
in China, where she met Lewis Suzuki, a young 
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H
ere for the first time is a full 
account of James Nayler's life, the 

forgotten record of a mystical Christian's 
spiritual journey. 

T
hough his legacy has been 
diminished by embarrassment and 

disgrace, Nayler stood at one of the 
great turning points in western history, 
a revolutionary complete in all respects: 
military, political, and religious. 

A
Friend for over thirty years, David 
Neelon has conducted seminars on 

Nayler at Pendle Hill and Friends 
General Conference. His research on 
James Nayler in the English Civil Wars 
was published in the English journal, 
"Quaker Studies." 

Oraerj/wn: 
Leadings Press, Publishers, 193 Long Bow Lane W, Becket, MA 01223 

Payable by check or money order, $39.95, postage paid. 
Massachusetts residents, please add $3 sales tax. 

art student from New York, and after traveling 
for two months in China and then to Vienna for 
another peace conference, they came to the Bay 
Area, where they married in 1953. Mary earned 
a BS in Child Development from Berkeley in 
1961 and in 1964 became an elementary school 
teacher. In 1969 she obtained a Montessori di­
ploma and became principal of a Montessori 
school in Berkeley. Mary also used Montessori 
methods in her work in Head Start and other 
classrooms in public schools and poorer commu­
nities and worked with parents to develop West 
End Nursery School in West Oakland. She 
earned a master's in Early Child Development 
and was accredited as a reading specialist in 1970 
and a Community College teacher in 1971. In 
addition to being a lecturer and teaching assis­
tant in the Ethnic Studies Department at UC 
Berkeley, Mary taught at Contra Costa College, 
Merritt College, College of Notre Dame, and 
College of the Holy Names (now Holy Names 
University). After having been a junior member 
of Delta (Calif.) Meeting, she joined Berkeley 
Meeting in 1971. She worked with political, 
community, and peace groups, especially Filipi­
no-American organizations in the Bay Area. In 
1986, she and Lewis traveled to the Philippines 
to see relatives and meet with peace and commu­
nity activists. Mary earned a doctorate in Educa­
tion, writing a dissertation about the Filipino re­
sponse to the early years of U.S. education in the 
Philippines. Recently she wrote short stories and 
poems, continuing to write even after a severe 
stroke in 2006. She loved reading. Mary was pre­
ceded in death by two brothers, Cecil and Wil­
liam Bonzo. She is survived by her husband, 
Lewis Suzuki; one daughter, Fumi Suzuki; one 
son, Masao Suzuki (Susan); three grandchildren, 
Maya Daniels, Sequoya Daniels, and Mei Suzu­
ki; and two sisters, Trudy Chastain (Charles) 
and Pat Gregory. 
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Forum 
continued from page 5 

than from natural gas. Sound familiar? 
True to history, the Olikuoto project is 
now three and a half years behind 
schedule, and is 60 percent over budget. 

Committing billions of our tax dollars 
to subsidize the construction of dozens of 
new nuclear plants contradicts Friends' 
commitment to simplicity. Rather than 
creating new generating capacity, we 
should be supporting programs of energy 
conservation and increased efficiency. 

Updating heating, lighting, cooling, 
and other electrical appliances in homes 
and public buildings with insulation and 
energy-efficient products will reduce 
electricity consumption, create jobs, and 
do more to reduce the global warming 
effects of U.S. coal-fired generating plants 
than constructing nuclear power plants. 

Philip M Stone 
Princeton, Mass. 

More on bottled water 
My answer to "The Top Ten Reasons 

(Plus Three) W hy Bottled Water Is a 
Blessing" by Chuck Fager (F]July): 

Plastic bottles are indeed safer than 
other containers, but children should learn 
to return them to the home with their caps 
for refilling. 

W hile some bottled water is useful in a 
natural disaster, more than one day 's 
supply is a waste. Along with bottled 
water, superfilter cans should be given out. 
Each one will filter enough water for a 
family for a year. Superfilters will remove 
all known germs, even from sewage. 

Point 3, that bottled water is not a 
significant soutce of water problems, is 
correct if surface water is cleaned and used. 
Sorry to say, in some places bottles are 
filled from wells, which raises problems 
with the local population. 

Bottled water shelf life is not as long as 
some people think. 

Water can be respected and be 
reasonably priced. 

Water's image is not an important issue. 
Chuck is right in saying that all bottled 

water bottles should be recycled. This 
would include flavored water. The biggest 
problem with bottled water is that parents 
give it to small children on outings. The 
kids drink one half to three quarters of 
the bottle and then leave it on a sidewalk 
or trail. Many times the parents don't 
know what has happened until too late. 
They just pull another bottle out of their 
pack and give it to the kid. 

The only way to improve the product is 
to refill the bottle. 
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3541 0 
Free or Nominal Rate Copies Mailed at Other Classes Through 
the USPS 44 44 
Free or Nominal Rate Distribution Outside the Mail 0 0 
Total Free or Nominal Rate Distribution 481 259 
Total Distribution 7,817 7,07 7 
Copies Not Distributed 412 229 

Total 8,230 7,306 

Percent Paid 94% 96% 
All information furnished on this form is certified to be true and 
complete. Susan Corson-Finnerty, Publisher and Executive Editor, 
9/10/2009 
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We don't have to be against bottled 
water, only against buying it. 

Filtered or superfiltered tap water will 
be better than any other kind. 

If you know your water is safe you don't 
have to trace it. 

Any water bottle you fill at home is 
fully portable, too. 

Bottles filled at home are also 
convenient. More so for people who live 
far from a store. 

Regarding R. Scot Miller's "Christ­
Centeredness and Quaker Identity" (Ff 
July), I think he is right on the mark 
with his ideas. Even I, as a Presbyterian 
and to some degree a Buddhist, 
understand the core value of peace to 
Quakers, Presbyterians, and Buddhists. 
Furthermore, each society needs to 
maintain its own integrity before it can 
deal honestly with others outside its group. 

A rare article 

Dale Freye 
Grand Haven, Mich. 

Thank you for "Sex Offenders Are 
People, Too," by Stacia Roesler (Ff Aug.). It 
is rare to read an article on this difficult 
topic that is balanced, factual, and realistic. 
For a period of time I was in charge of sex 
offender supervision and programs for a 
state parole system, and I watched as 
opportunistic politicians capitalized on 
public fear to enact residential restrictions 
that, predictably, have backfired. Ms. 
Roesler and FRIENDS JOURNAL have done a 
major public service. This article deserves 
much broader exposure. 

Joseph Ossmann 
Carmichael, Calif. 

Recovering from sexual 
abuse 

Thank you for the timely issue on 
forgiveness and sexual abuse in our 21st 
century. How glad I am that Secretary 
of State Hilary Clinton visited the 
victims of rape in Congo. Wouldn't it 
be wonderful if President Obama visited 
the offenders? (Except that isn't his job; 
that is for their own president.) This 
crime must be addressed! 

What are we to do with sex offenders? 
It is a personal question for me. As an 
11-year-old, growing up in post-World War 
II England, I was burdened with a terrible 
secret: incest, from the age of seven, with 
my father, a soldier, returning from four 
years of war. If rape is a sister to war, then 
incest is a daughter-or son. What was my 
father to do with all the memories of 

violence, the killing, the power? 
When I finally told my mother, the 

terrible responsibility we felt for this crime 
was a heavy burden. Should we go to the 
police-and leave our family with a father 
in prison? My mother warned my father, 
and he never touched me again. Instead, 
he turned to cousins, school friends, etc. 
-all of whom kept silent. 

In the Indian movie "Monsoon 
Wedding," the uncle, provider of the feast, 
is discovered to have molested the young 
bridesmaid. The child is believed, and the 
father of the bride sends away his brother, 
in front of the entire family. 

I wept, because I wished I had had a 
family like that. I am not convinced that 
prison is the right place for this kind of 
addiction. Yet we must protect the little 
ones who might be harmed. Jesus suggests 
"a millstone" and separation: "throwing 
them into the sea" (Mark 9:42)-which 
is, in effect, how the Indian family dealt 
with the shame and disgrace. 

The church, in the past, played a 
greater role in the treatment of "notorious 
sinners." I remember reading in my Book 
of Common Prayer in the 1940s all the 
prohibitions against incest. In the past, 
when parish life was stronger, on Ash 
Wednesday there might be an altar call 
and sins publicly confessed. The 40 
days of Lent gave the entire Christian 
community a time to support "the 
miserable offender." It was a kind of 
12-step support system-with the role 
of forgiveness, and the hope of Easter, 
central to this kind of restorative justice. 

In prison, the other inmates look down 
on "Short Eyes" (as child molesters are 
called) and perpetuate the chains of abuse, 
as described by Christopher Huneke in his 
article "Nonviolence and Forgiveness in 
San Quentin Prison" (Ff Aug.). 

This is not what Jesus had in mind­
and certainly not the wisdom of serpents. 
Nor can we lock up people like my dad and 
throw away the key. Yet the responsibility 
of caring for everyone's needs but my own 
still haunts me. Taking care of mysel£ 
remembering to keep Sabbath time sacred, 
seems selfish. It is not. I believe it has to do 
with forgiving myself. 

When I wrote my book Victim, 
Survivo1� Celebrant: The Healing journey 

Ji'om Childhood Sexual Abuse in the 1990s 
and developed a show about my journey, 
I was tentative about forgiveness. So 
was society. Now, there are the winds 
of change and the example of the Amish: 
it is a different century. 

The Bible is full of stories of sexual 
abuse-and we need to talk about them. I 
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am thankful for the widespread distribution 
of the book The Shack, a story of childhood 
rape and violence, written by William P. 
Young, a man who himself endured sexual 
abuse as a child of missionaries. What 
would Jesus do today? I believe he would 
tell a story. 

Back in the 1990s I still felt like "the 
traveler" lying in the road, beaten up by 
violent thieves. If Jesus had answered a 
woman's question of"who is my neighbor?" 
he would have added rape to her assault. 
The "priest" and the "Levite" still "pass by 
on the other side"-refusing to see the 
reality of the harm done to the one who 
travels from the holy city of Jerusalem down 
to the oldest city on Earth, Jericho. 

Like the author of The Shack, I have 
come to see my savior, my Samaritan, as a 
wonderful trinity: not a "Father God," like 
the earthly father who abused me-but, yes, 
a warm, caring African American woman 
will do very well! Jesus, who is Jewish, is the 
one who will rescue me and take me to "the 

Inn." He pays for my stay there, yet 
continues his own journey, leaving me with 
the wholly holy, spiritual Asian woman, who 
will bind my wounds with ancient Eastern 
healing methods that go beyond drugs and 
talk therapy. I am still at "the Inn"-but 
healing well, thanks be to God. 

Roberta Nobleman 
Dumont, N.J. 

A sex off ender's view 
Stacia Roesler's article, "Sex Offenders 

Are People, Too!" (Ff Aug.), was a direct 
hit on my life. I am a prisoner in the 
Florida Department of Corrections, guilty 
of attempted sexual battery and lewd and 
lascivious molestation of a child less than 
12 years of age. Rarely does anyone take 
the time to face difficult topics and, being a 
sex offender, I am deeply thankful for her 
contribution. My sentence for my crime is 
17 years in prison followed by 20 years of 
probation. Is this adequate punishment for 
my crime? The verdicts always differ. 

When I am released FDOC will hand 
me $100 and give me 48 hours to register 
as a felon sex offender and check in with 
my probation officer. During probation I 
will wear an ankle monitor with global 
positioning software, take yearly polygraph 
tests, and be subject to random house visits 
any time during day or night, drug tests, 
and probation costs, all of this being 
charged to me. I must register every six 
months with photo, plus maintain a job. 

If any of these conditions plus more are 
violated I will have my probation revoked 
even ifI completed 19 years 11 months 
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INCE 1981, THE Peace Development Fund 

has planted the seeds of justice through small 

grants to grassroots organizations working on 

community-based issues such as affordable health 

care and housing, honorable employment, sustainable 

environments, containment of violence and a principled 

and comprehensive immigration policy. Be part of the 

harvest of peace; invest in the meaningful local control 

of resources with your gift to the grassroots groups 

supported by the Peace Development Fund. 

peace 

development 

I fund 

PO Box 1280 
Amherst, MA 01004 
800-42 4-3557 

l1 �riei1cls' 
C E N T R A l 

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
WITH A CONSCIENCE 

Since 1845 
Lower School ., 228 Old Gulph Road ., Wynnewood, PA e 610-642-7575 

Middle/Upper School., 1101 City Avenue e Wynnewood, PA e 610-645-5032 
www.friendscentral.org 
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and 29 days. I would have to return to 
prison and do 20 years. Sadly, I see more 
freedom in prison than out. 

Many of the questions and topics 
within this article are ones I sought to have 
answered. It remains difficult to exchange 
conversations with fellow inmates or even 
letters with outside support. The sensitivity 
and personal judgement is not a level of 
ease for many to handle, thus causing 
anger and even inner bouts of justice to 
take place. The labels "sex offender" or 
"sexual predator" become dark cloaks in 
people's minds. Inwardly, the person is 
never seen and often kicked to the curb. 
The level of support for those who are 
released from prison is almost nonexistent 
and provides FDOC with a revolving door 
back to prison. 

I am thankful for the love of the Lake 
Wales (Fla.) Worship Group, which shares 
two members with me in meeting in the 
visitation park. They filled out visitation 
forms and received approval on my list. 
During our meeting and in silence I 
have experienced a growth of Light 
within. It is their time, listening, silence, 
and acceptance that has propelled me 
to a focused and more centered life. 

Roesler quotes U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Anthony M. Kennedy in a speech 
at the 2003 American Bar Association: 
"Still, the prisoner is a person. Still, he or 
she is part of the family of mankind." Can 
everyone really accept this? 

L. Weaver 
Polk City, Fla. 

More on relationships and 
marnage 

I appreciate Alicia Adams' Viewpoint, 
"True Relationship" (Ff Aug.), which 
comments on my article, "Quaker 
Marriage: A Journey" (Ff June). She writes, 
"We do have the ability to create 'Quaker 
Marriages' -with or without social 
endorsement or group celebration." I fully 
agree. My article focused on our marriage at 
Lansdowne (Pa.) Meeting, but it could have 
focused on our prior reflections regarding 
the need for any formal marriage at all (see 
my letter, "What is the meaning of 
marriage?" Ff Aug. 2005). 

We understood that we were in a state 
of spiritual marriage well before we asked 
our meeting about declaring our vows 
publicly. Marriage under the care of 
meeting changed nothing in that regard, 
and yet it was an incredibly important event 
for both of us. As Alicia rightly ascertains, 
true love is indeed the flowering of the 

Spirit. When we considered the biblical 
injunction not to hide your light under a 
bushel, we saw the value of a "group 
celebration" (Alicia's words) as a public 
testimony to our faithfulness. Alicia rightly 
describes how love "spreads out" and 
describes her relationship as "My cup 
runneth over." It was in this sense that we 
chose to share our love as a couple with our 
family and friends by marriage under the 
care of our meeting. Marriage under the care 
of a meeting does not require a marriage 
license or dictate where a marriage takes 
place. A Quaker marriage could be held 
outdoors in a rural setting or at some other 
alternative to a meetinghouse. This might 
resolve some of the concerns Alicia expressed 
regarding a marriage ceremony. 

Paul Sheldon 
Drexel Hill, Pa. 

Don't ignore the successes 
In reading the book Fit for Freedom, 

Not for Friendship by Donna McDaniel 
and Vanessa Julye, I have some uneasiness. 

First, the book is negative in its approach. 
One of my early mentors said to me, "You 
attract more ants with honey than with 
vinegar." I have found that having fun with 
people of diverse backgrounds enriches life. 

Second, the book errs in suggesting that 
friendships across racial barriers are 
difficult. I enjoy tournament bridge. In 
1970 bridge was segregated. I became the 
first European American to play in the 
American Bridge Association. I made good 
friends across the country. One of my 
African American partners lost his wife 
to cancer. When he remarried some years 
later, I was the only European American in 
the church, but I was the best man. How 
good a friend can you have? 

Third, the book criticizes Friends 
meetings. I do not know about other places, 
but when we started the Louisville Meeting, 
the city was segregated. We shopped until 
we found a settlement house that was 
willing to buck the United Way and allow 
an integrated outfit to meet there. 
Unfortunately we did not have any African 
Americans for a long time. We now have 
our own meetinghouse. For the last several 
years, Tonya, an African American, has 
been a cherished part of our meeting. 
A few months ago she married Ron, a 
European American member of our 
meeting, in a joyous occasion. 

If Friends know about happy success 
stories, they may be encouraged to 
emulate them. 

Lee B. Thomas 
Louisville, Ky. 

CLASSIFIED 

Classified rate is 85¢ per word. Minimum charge is 
$27. Logo is additional $20.Add 10% if boxed.10% 
discount for three consecutive insertions, 25% for 
six. Appearance of any advertisement does not 
imply endorsement by FRIENDS JOURNAL. 

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINES: 
January issue, November 9 
February issue, December 7 

Submit your ad to: 
Advertising Manager, Friends Journal 
1216 Arch Street, 2A 
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2835 

For information call (215) 563-8629 
Fax (215) 568-1377 
E-mail: adsales@friendsjournal.org 

Accommodations 
Ashland, Oreg.-Friendly place in Southern Oregon for 
outstanding theater, rafting, fishing, birding, quiet time. Anne 
Hathaway's B&B and Garden Suites. <www.ashlandbandb 
.com>; (800) 643-4434. 

Beacon Hill Friends House: Quaker-sponsored residence 
of 19 interested in community living, spiritual growth, peace, 
and social concerns. All faiths welcome. For information, ap­
plication: BHFH, 6 Chestnut Street, Boston, MA 02108-3264. 
(617) 227-9118. Overnight and short-term accommodations 
also available.<directors@bhfh.org>,<www.bhfh.org>. 

Looking for a creative living alternative in New York 
City? Penington Friends House may be the place for you! 
We are looking for people of all ages who want to make 
a serious commitment to a community lifestyle based on 
Quaker principles. For information call (212) 673-1730. We 
also have overnight accommodations. 

Chicago-Affordable guest accommodations in historic 
Friends meetinghouse. Short or long-term. Contact: Sofia 
Community, Quaker House, 5615 S. Woodlawn Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60637. (773) 288-3066. 

Santa Fe-Charming, affordable adobe guest apartment 
with kitchenette at our historic Canyon Road meetinghouse. 
Convenient to galleries and downtown. More at <Santa-le.. 
quaker.org>.Reservations <guestapartment@yahoo.com> 
or (505) 983-7241. 

Marni's House, Martha's Vineyard, MA. Contemplative 
seasonal B&B. Informal, contemporary, crafts, natural 
light, sybaritic baths, sumptuous breakfasts, tranquil set­
ting. Bike to ferry, town, beach. For brochure/information/ 
reservations: (508) 696-6198, <marnivh@vineyard.net>, 
<www.marnishouse.com>. 

QUAKER HOUSE, Managua, Nicaragua. Simple hospitality, 
dorms, shared kitchen or catering, meeting space, Internet, 
laundry, library. For individual travelers, volunteers and 
groups <managua@pronica.org>,<www.pronica.org>, 011 
(505) 266-3216, (727) 821-2428. 

CAPE COD, MA. Quiet setting, 4 bedroom, 1-1/2 bath house, 
sleeps 8-10. Handicap accessible. Non-smoking. Great for 
retreats, family gatherings, travelling friends. Next to historic 
West Falmouth Meeting House. Walk to beach, bike path, 
market. Available Sept-May. Reasonable rates. Call (508) 
563-7112. <www.westfalmouthfriends.org>. 

SEATTLE QUAKER HOUSE: (University Friends Meeting). 
Self-service overnight accomodations. Shared bath. Free 
parking/Wi-Fi. Microwave & refrigerator. Close to Metro/ 
University of Washington. Suggested donation: $40-$50. 
(206) 632-9839, <quakerhouse.sea@gmail.com>. 

Coming to London? Friendly B&B. A block from British 
Museum, 1 O minutes walk to Friendr House. Centrally 
located. Convenient for most tourist attractions. Direct sub­
way from Heathrow. Easy access to most other transport 
links. Quiet, safe, secure. Ideal for persons travelling alone. 
Full English Breakfast included. Complimentary wireless 
connection. +44 20 7636 4718. <office@pennclub.co.uk>, 
<www.pennclub.co.uk>. 

WILLIAM 

PENN 
HOUSE 

A Quaker Center on Capitol Hill 

Hospitality, Washington Quaker 
Workcamps, Internships, vaca­
tion or lobby; groups, solo. 
515 East Capitol St SE, Wash­
ington, DC 20003. <info@ 
williampennhouse.org>, <WWW. 
williampennhouse.org>. (202) 
543-5560. 
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Books & Publications 
www.vintagequakerbooks.com. 

Rare and out-of-print Quaker journals, history, religion. 
Vintage Books, 181 Hayden Rowe St, Hopkinton, MA 
01748. Email: <Vintage@gis.net>. 

Pendle Hill Pamphlets are timely essays on 
many facets of Quaker life, thought, and 
spirituality, readable in one sitting. Subscribe to 
receive five pamphlets/year for $25 (US). Also 
available: every pamphlet published previously 

by Pendle Hill. (800) 742-3150 ext. 2 or <bookstore@ 
pendlehill.org>. <www.pendlehill.org>. 

Pendle Hill Bookstore Over 2,000 items, 
especially books on Quakerism, religion, 
spirituality, peace, art, social justice; children's 
books, CDs, chimes. <www.pendlehill.org>; 
<bookstore@pendlehill.org>. {800)742-3150 

or (610)566-4507, ext. 2. Open Tuesday-T hursday 9:15-
12:30 and 1 :30-4:30; Friday 11 :00-12:30 and 1 :30-6:30; 
Saturday 1 :00-3:30. Come visit! 

The Tract Association of Friends 
(founded: 1816) 

Offers Friends Calendar, pamphlets, and books on Quak­
er faith and practice. 1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, 
PA 19102-1403. <www.tractassociation.org>; phone (215) 
579-2752; e-mail <tractassn@verizon.net>. 

Mysticpiece, a collection of spiritual and philosophic work 
by Sharon Fitzpatrick of Sarasota Monthly Meeting. 123 
pieces in 55 pages. Please see <WWw.SFitzProductions. 
com> for samples. Purchase on website or via mail. $12.90 
per copy includes shipping. Send check to: 303 Rubens 
Drive, Nokomis, FL 34275. 

Western Friend {formerly Friends Bulletin), a magazine by 
Western Friends, supporting the spiritual lives of Friends 
everywhere. Subscription $29, 1 O issues. 6 month intro 
subscription just $10. Email for free sample copy. <editor 
@westernfriend.org>. Western Friend, 833 SE Main St. 
Mailbox #138, Portland, OR 97214. Visit <westernfriend. 
org> for news, photos, more. 

Opportunities 

Do you care about the future 
of the Religious Society of Friends? 

Support growing meetings and a spiritually vital Quaker­
ism for all ages with a deferred gift to Friends General 
Conference (bequest, charitable gift annuity, trust). 

For information, please contact Michael 
Wajda at FGC, 1216 Arch Street, 2-B, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107; (215) 561-1700; 
<michaelw@fgcquaker.org>. 

Connecting Friends 
Crossing Cultures 
Changing Lives 

Vlncu/a a /os Amigos 
Sobrep11sa Barreras Culturales 
Cambia Vidas 

Contact Friends World Committee for Consultation 
Section of the Americas for information about planned 
gift opportunities ranging from life income gifts (such as 
charitable gift annuities) to language for including FWCC 
in your estate plans. Louise Salinas, Associate Secretary, 
(215) 241-7251, <louises@fwccamericas.org>. 

Casa de los Amigos, a Quaker peace and hospitality center 
in Mexico City, seeks volunteers to serve 3-12 months. Foster 
community, build peace, live simply. Accommodations pro­
vided, Spanish proficiency required. <www.casadelosamigos 
. org>, <amigos@casadelosamigos.org>. 

Consider affordable 360-degree mountain view desert 
home sites in uncrowded, sunny Southern Arizona. <WWW 
. arizonafriends.com>. Roy Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 1182 Horn­
beam Road, Sabina, OH 45169. Telephone: (937) 728-9887. 

Costa Rica Study Tours: Visit the Quaker community in 
Monteverde. For information and a brochure contact Sarah 
Stuckey: +011 (506) 645-5436; write: Apdo. 46-5655, Mon­
teverde, Costa Rica; e-mail: <crstudy@racsa.co.cr>; <www. 
crstudytours.com>; or call in the USA (937) 728-9887. 

Peaceful ridge-top sanctuary hosting workshops with 
Quaker-related themes, group retreats, and individual so­
journs. See our website for a full program listing. Woolman 
Hill Quaker Retreat Center, 107 Keets Road, Deerfield, MA 
01342; (413) 774-3431; <www.woolmanhill.org>. 
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Consider Preferred Equity Shares In Corporacion Mon­
teverde, Costa Rica, Cheese Factory. Special opportunity 
if purchased before December 31st, 2009. Five percent 
annually U.S. dollars guaranteed first five years plus 
opportunity for growth in fifty-five-year-old company op­
erated on Quaker principles. Company prospectus will 
be mailed upon request. (937) 728-9887 or <rstuckey1 
@earthlink.net>. 

EARLHAM 

January 4-15, 2010 Come to ESR 
for two- week intensive courses: 
Spirituality and Suffering -
Stephanie Ford Christian 
Ethics - Instructor TBA 

scHom '1 REucioK 
Quaker Public Ministry -
Stephen Angell 

Theology in Context: Latin America - David Johns 
For further information contact <neverva@earlham.edu> 
or {800)432-1377. 

Come to Pendle Hill 
November 20-22: Clerking, with Arthur Larrabee 
November 27-29: Prepare Ye the Way: An Advent 
Journey toward Love, with Ken and Katharine Jacobsen 
December 4-6: "Who is Jesus to me?"with Christopher 
Sammond and Colin Saxton 
December 29-January 1: Celebrate the New Year! 
The Creative World of Beethoven, with Karl Middleman; 
Open Heart, Peaceful Mind, with Valerie Brown {lnderKaur); 
Simple Gifts: Earthen Vessels, Paper, and Book Art, 
with Francis Elling; or a personal sojourn. 

Pendle Hill 
338 Plush Mill Road 
Wallingford, PA 19086-6023 
(800) 742-3150, extension 3 
<www.pendlehill.org> 

Personals 

QuakerSingles.org 
Connect with like-minded Friends. 

Forums, Photos, Private Messaging, and more 
It's Friendly, It's Free, It's Fabulous 

Contact: <peer@quakersingles.org> (336) 509-2520. 

Concerned c5tngks_ 
Concerned Singles links socially conscious singles who 
care about peace, social justice, race, gender equity, en­
vironment. Nationwide/international. All ages, straight/gay. 
Since 1984. Free sample: Box 444-FJ, Lenox Dale, MA 
01242; (413) 243-4350; <www.concernedsingles.com>. 

Positions Vacant 
Position available: Head of School 
Since 1890, the Scattergood Friends School community 
has focused on personal relationships and personal growth 
as vital complements to academic rigor and interpersonal 
success. We use classroom experience, community-wide 
meetings, a cooperative work program, and daily Quaker 
worship to educate our 60 high school students, and we 
exercise Quaker values in and outside our academic 
classes. T he students' experience is also enriched by 
week-and month-long trips, our organic farm and 40-
acre restored prairie, and a one-to-one laptop program. 
Our students think of Scattergood as a home away from 
home, and our staff, who live on campus with the students, 
are excited about Scattergood, not only as a job but as 
a way of life . 
We seek a head of school to join in our excitement! Please 
see <http://www.scattergood.org/head_search> for more 
information, and to apply . 

Real Estate 
Quaker Commercial Realtor specializing in income prop­
erty sales and 1031 replacements nationally. Call Allen 
Stockbridge, JD, CCIM at (877) 658-3666. 

Sale or Rent with Purchase Option 
Restored 1832 farmhouse with 12 acres and Biodynamic 
CSA. 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, outbuildings included. 
Located 12 miles west of Ann Arbor, Ml. (734) 657-0911. 
<iyingling@earthlink.net>. 

Rentals & Retreats 
Italy. For writers, artists, musicians or families, a 
peaceful cottage in the woods on an Umbrian hillside: 
large living room, kitchen/dining room, one bathroom, 
two bedrooms (sleeps maximum 6). Non-smoking. 
Contact: Allison Jablonko, Via della Ginestra, 12, 06069 
Tuoro sul Trasimeno (PG), Italy. Email: <jablonko@tin.it>. 

Blueberry Cottage on organic lavender, blueberry, and 
dairy goat farm in the mountains of N. Carolina. Pond, 
mountain views, protected river. Sleeps 8+. Family farm visit 
or romantic getaway. Near Celo Friends Meeting. By week or 
day. <www.mountainfarm.net> or (866) 212-2100. 

Light-filled, affordable, year-round bayside Cape Cod rental. 
3 bedrooms 2 baths artists studio secluded woodsy refs., 
income qualification, deposits, <rentalcc@ymail.com>. 

Peace, park like setting, one bedroom house to rent, near 
San Jose, $800. Tel 506-22-28-0921. Write: Patterson, 
Apartado 315-1250, Escazu, Costa Rica. 

Pocono Manor. Beautiful, rustic mountain house suitable 
for gatherings, retreats, and reunions. Seven bedrooms. 
T hree full baths. Beds for 15. Fully equipped. Deck with 
mountain view. Hiking trails from back door. Weekends or 
by the week, April through October. Contact Melanie Douty: 
(215) 736-0948. 

Provence, France. Beautiful secluded stone house, village 
near Avignon, 3 BR (sleeps 5-6), kitchen/dining room, spa­
cious living room, modern bathroom. Terrace, courtyard, 
view of medieval castle. Separate second house sleeps 
4. Both available year-round $1,200-$2,900/mo. <WWW 
.rent-in-provence.com>. Marc Simon, rue Oume, 30290 
Saint Victor, France, <msimon@wanadoo.fr>; or J. Simon, 
124 Bondcroft, Buffalo, NY 14226; (716) 836-8698. 

Chincoteague Island, VA. Choice of adjacent, 1920s, 
equipped vacation homes sleeping 8-10. Protected As­
sateague Island nearby (ponies, ocean beaches, birds). 
September until June; approx. $250/weekend, $500/wk. Polite 
pets OK. {703) 448-8678, <markvanraden@yahoo.com>. 

Cape May, N.J. Beach House-weekly rentals; week­
end rentals in off-season. Sleeps 12+. Great for family 
reunions! Block from beach. Close to mall. Ocean views 
from wraparound porch. Call: (718) 398-3561. 

Retirement Living 
Living in Retirement: People who believe in peace 
and justice never retire, they just move to Uplands! 
An ecumenical community with UCC relationship. 
<www.UplandsVillage.com>. (931) 277-3518. 

Friends Homes, Inc., founded by North Carolina 
Yearly Meeting of the Society of Friends, has 
been providing retirement options since 1968. 
Both Friends Homes at Guilford and Friends 
Homes West are fee-for-service, continuing 
care retirement communities offering inde-

pendent living, assisted living, and skilled nursing care. 
Located in Greensboro, North Carolina, both communities 
are close to Guilford College and several Friends 
meetings. Enjoy the beauty of four seasons, as well as 
outstanding cultural, intellectual, and spiritual oppor­
tunities in an area where Quaker roots run deep. For 
information please call: (336) 292-9952, or write: Friends 
Homes West, 6100 W. Friendly Avenue, Greensboro, NC 
27410. Friends Homes, Inc. owns and operates commu­
nities dedicated to the letter and spirit of Equal Housing 
Opportunity. <www.friendshomes.org>. 

MEDFORD LE AS 

A Qua.ker-rel.ated community· 
for those age 55+ 

Visit us and learn all about our: 
o Two beautiful campuses in Medford and Lumberton, NJ 
o Over 200+ acres of arboretum settings 
o Wide choice of garden-style home & apartment designs 
o Dynamic, resident-driven community life 
o Ideal locations for culture & recreation 
o Superior health & wellness services 
For details on our community and our many programs 
open to the public-call us at (800) 331-4302 or visit our 
website <www.medfordleas.org>. 

Home of the Lewis W Barton Arboretum & Nature Preserve 
Member, Greater Philadelphia Gardens 
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Friends House 
A Quaker- Inspired Elder Community 
Friends House is a nonprofit Continuing Care Retirement 
Community located in Santa Rosa, in the Wine Country 
of Northern California. Assisted Living, Skilled Nursing, 
garden apartments for Independent Living, a Library of 
5500 volumes, and a Fitness Center are situated on a 
seven-acre campus. Residents participate in governance, 
educational programs, entertainment, and hospitality 
activities. For more information, call us at 707-538-0152 
and/ or visit our website at: www.friendshouse.org. 

RCFE#496801929 I SNF #010000123 I GOA #220 

The Hickman, a nonprofit, Quaker­
sponsored retirement community :111.sf:flckman in historic West Chester, has been 
quietly providing excellent care to 

older persons for over a century. Call today for a 
tour: (484) 760-6300, or visit our brand new website 
<www.thehickman.org>. 

�� 
SERVJCES FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

Kendal communities and services reflect sound man­
agement, adherence to Quaker values, and respect for 
each individual. 
Continuing care retirement communities: 
Kendal at Longwood; Grasslands-Kennett Square, Pa. 
Kendal at Hanover-Hanover, N.H. 
Kendal at Oberlin-Oberlin, Ohio 
Kendal at Ithaca-Ithaca, N.Y. 
Kendal at Lexington-Lexington, Va. 
Kendal on Hudson-Sleepy Hollow, N.Y. 
Kendal at Granville-Granville, Ohio 
Independent living with residential services: 
Coniston and Cartmel-Kennett Square, Pa. 
T he Lathrop Communities-Northampton and East­

.hampton, Mass. 
Nursing care, residential and assisted living: 
Barclay Friends-West Chester, Pa. 
Advocacy/education programs: 
Untie the Elderly-Pa. Restraint Reduction Initiative 
Kendal Outreach, LLC 
Collage, Assessment Tool for Well Elderly 
For information, contact: Doris Lambert, The Kendal 
Corporation, 1107 E. Baltimore Pike, Kennett Square, 
PA 19348. (610) 335-1200. 
Email <info@kcorp.kendal.org>. 

Schools 

Friends School of Portland 
An Independent Quaker school 
for grades Preschool-8 
Learning based on inquiry, 
reflection & action 

<www.friendsschoolofportland.org>. (207) 781-6321. 
1 Mackworth Island, Falmouth, Maine 04105. 

Stratford Friends School educates elementary school 
students (ages 5-13) with language-based and similar learn­
ing differences through a structured, multisensory program 
that celebrates students' strengths, builds self-esteem, and 
develops self-advocacy. The school provides individualized 
attention and instruction in an intimate, caring environment 
guided by Quaker values. For more information, contact 
<slaye@stratfordfriends.org> or visit <www.stratfordfriends 
.org>, 2 Bishop Hollow Road, Newtown Square, PA 19073. 

Arthur Morgan School ( AMS) is a boarding and day school 
for 29 students, grades 7-9, located in the western N.C. 
mountains. AMS features small academic classes, a strong 
outdoor program, community service opportunities, consen­
sus decision-making, and daily work projects. Students are 
encouraged to question and evaluate, think creatively and 
work cooperatively. For information about admissions or 
hiring: (828) 675-4262; <info@arthurmorganschool.org>; 
<www.arthurmorganschool.org>. 

United Friends School: coed; preschool-8; emphasizing 
integrated, developmentally appropriate curriculum, after­
school arts, sports, and music programs. Busing available. 
1018 West Broad Street, Quakertown, PA 18951. (215) 
538-1733. <www.unitedfriendsschool.org>. 

Lansdowne Friends School-a small Friends school 
for boys and girls three years of age through sixth grade, 
rooted in Quaker values. We provide children with a quality 
academic and a developmentally appropriate program in a 
nurturing environment. Whole language, thematic educa­
tion, conflict resolution, Spanish, after-school care, summer 
program. 110 N. Lansdowne Avenue, Lansdowne, PA 19050. 
(610) 623-2548. 

Frankford Fr_iends School: coed; Pre-K to grade 8; serving 
center city, Northeast, and most areas of Philadelphia. We 
provide children with an affordable yet challenging academic 
program in a small, nurturing environment. Frankford Friends 
School, 1500 Orthodox Street, Philadelphia, PA 19124. 
(215) 533-5368. 

Services Offered 

Ahimsa Graphics 

Wedding Certificates, Celebrations of Commitment 
calligraphy, illustration, custom design 
Contact: Penny Jackim: <ahimsa@earthlink.net> 
(410) 783-1972 
Samples: <www.pennyjackim.calligraphicarts.org> 

All Things Calligraphic 

Carol Gray, Calligrapher(Quaker). Specializing in wed-
ding certificates. Reasonable rates, timely turnarounds. 
<www.carolgraycalligraphy.com>. 

Calligrapher (NEYM) creates individually designed mar­
riage certificates, birth/naming documents for newborn 
or adopted children, and other one-of-a-kind documents. 
See samples of my work at <wynnellewellyn.com>. Con­
tact me to discuss your needs at (413) 634-5576. <Wynne 
@wynnellewellyn.com>. 

Purchase Quarterly Meeting (NYYM) maintains a peace 
tax escrow fund. T hose interested in tax witness may 
wish to contact us through NYYM, 15 Rutherford Place, 
New York, NY 10003. 

Custom Marriage Certificates and other traditional or deco­
rated documents. Various calligraphic styles and watercolor 
designs available. Overtwenty years'experience. Pam Bennett, 
P. 0. Box 136, Uwchlan, PA 19480. (61O) 458-4255. <prbcallig 
@verizon.net>. 

Doing business with Germans or in Germany? 

Of course they speak English. But they'll respect you 
more if your point person writes and speaks to them in 
German. Associate professor of German available to do 
so on your behalf. 

<meisterp@uah.edu> <cyranoconsulting.net> 
Please mention Cyrano Consulting Services in your sub­
ject line. Call (256) 725-2053 or (256) 824-2347. 

Fundraising Consultants 
www.hfreemanassociates.com 

(610) 909-8385 

Cadbury Consultants nonprofit  organizational 
capacity building, capital campaigns, planning studies, 
board development, public relations/ communica­
tions, grant writing, report and brochure preparation. 
(207)230-0436, <kcadbury@roadrunner.com> 

Free Book Search We do out of print book searches. 
Send author and/or title to Kemp Krafts, 288 Flynn Ave #20-F, 
Burlington, VT 05401- 5374. 

Summer Camps 

CAMP CELO: A small farm home camp in the North 
Carolina mountains. Under Quaker leadership for over 50 
years. Boys and girls ages 7-12. 3:1 camper/staff ratio. 
<www.campcelo.com>, (828) 675-4323. 

Journey's End Farm Camp 

Farm animals, gardening, ceramics, wood shop, outdoor 
games. Program centered in the life of a Quaker farm 
family focuses on nonviolence, simplicity, reverrence 
for nature. Sessions of two or three weeks for 34 boys 
and girls, ages 7-12. Apply early for financial aid. 
Welcome all races. One-week Family Camp in August. 
Kristin Curtis, 364 Sterling Road, Newfoundland, PA 
18445. (570) 689-3911; <www.journeysendfarm.org>. 

MEETINGS 

A partial listing of Friends meetings in the Unit­
ed States and abroad. 

5 = Handicapped Accessible 
Meeting Notice Rates: $20 per line per year. 

$26 minimum. Payable a year in advance. No 
discount. New entries and changes: $14 each. 
Notice: A small number of meetings have been 
removed from this listing owing to difficulty in 
reaching them for updated information and 
billing purposes. If your meeting has been 
removed and wishes to continue to be listed, 
please contact us at 1216 Arch Street, Ste. 
2A, Philadelphia, PA 19107. Please accept our 
apologies for any inconvenience. 

CANADA 
OTTAWA-Worship and First-day school 10:30 a.m. 91A 
Fourth Ave. (613) 232-9923. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO-Worship 11 a.m. 60 Lowther Ave. 
(Bloor and Bedford), <tmmfriendshouse@hotmail.com>. 
VANCOUVER-and area, worship 10:30, 1090 W 7oth. 
(604) 263-5015. 

BOTSWANA 
GABORONE-Phone/fax (267) 394-7147, 
<gudrun@info.bw>. 

MEXICO 
MEXICO CIT Y-Clerk: Jorge Martinez+ 52 (55) 5399 1930 
<www.cuaperosmexicodf.org>. 

NICARAGUA 
MANAGUA-Unprogrammed worship, 10:45 a.m. 1st & 3rd 
Sundays, El Centro de las Amigos, APTDO 5391, Managua, 
Nicaragua. <www.pronica.org>, +011 (505) 266-0984. 

PALESTINE/ISRAEL 
RAMALLAH-Unprogrammed worship, Sunday at 10:30 
a.m. Meetinghouse on main street in Ramal\ah. Contact: 
Jean Zaru, phone: 02-295-2741. 

UNITED STATES 

Alabama 
BIRMINGHAM-Unprogrammed meeting. 10 a.m. Sundays. 
4413 5th Ave. S., Birmingham, AL 35222. (205) 592-0570. 
FAIRHOPE-Discussion 9 a.m. Unprogrammed meeting 10 
a.m. Sundays. Meetinghouse, 9261 Fairhope Ave., Write: 
P.O. Box 319, Fairhope, AL 36533. (251) 945-1130. 
HUNTSVILLE-Unprogrammed meeting 10 a.m. Sundays. 
(256) 604-0497. P.O. Box 3530, Huntsville, AL 35810. 
ROYAL-10 a.m. (205) 429-3088. Travelers welcome. 

Alaska 
ANCHORAGE-Call for time and directions. (907) 277-6700. 
FAIRBANKS-Unprogrammed, First Day, 10 a.m. Hidden 
Hill Friends Center, 2682 Gold Hill Rd. Phone: 479-3796. 
JUNEAU-Unprogrammed worship on Sundays. Call (907) 
586-4409 or (907) 586-3155. 

Arizona 
F LAGSTAFF-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day 
school, 1 O a.m. 402 S. Beaver, 86001. (928) 226-8785. 
McNEAL-Cochise Friends worship group at Friends 
SW Center, Hwy 191, m.p. 16.5. Worship Sun., 11 a.m., 
except June. Sharing, 3rd Sun. 10 a.m. (520) 642-0011. 
T EMPE-Worship and First-day schoo\ 10 a.m. 318 E 15th 
St., 85281. (480) 968-3966. <www.tempequakers.org>. 
I> TUCSON-Pima Friends Meeting (unprogrammed). First-day 
school and worship, 8:15 and 10 a.m. 931 N. 5th Ave., 85705-
7723. Information: (520) 884-1776. <http://pima.quaker.org>. 

Arkansas 
FAYETTEVILLE-Unprogrammed worship 9 a.m. Sundays, 
6 p.m. Wednesdays. 902 W. Maple. (479) 267-5822. 
HOPE-(Caddo Four States) Unprogrammed worship 
Saturdays, 10 a.m., in Texarkana, AR. For information call 
(870) 777-1809. 
LITTLE ROCK-Unprogrammed meeting. Discussion 10 
a.m., worship at 11 a.m. at 3415 West Markham. Phone: 
(501) 664-7223. 
TEXARKANA-Unprogrammed Meetingforworship, Saturdays 
10 a.m.3501 Main Street. For information call (903) 794-5948. 
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California 
ARCATA-11 a.m. 1920 Zehndner. (707) 826-1948. 
BERKELEY-Unprogrammed meeting. Worship, 9 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. 2151 Vine St at Walnut (510) 843-9725. 
BERKELEY-Strawberry Creek, P.O. Box 5065, Berkeley, 
CA 94705. (510) 524-9186. Unprogrammed worship 
and First-day school, 1 o a.m. at Berkeley Technology 
Acadmey, Martin Luther King Jr. Way and Derby Street 
<http://strawberrycreek.quaker.org>. 

OAKLAND WORSHIP GROUP-5 p.m. Sundays, at 
the home of Pamela Calvert and Helen Haug, 3708 
Midvale Ave. For more information call (510) 336-9695. 
<http://www.oaklandquakers.org>. 

CHIC0-9:30--10:15 a.m. singing; 10:30 a.m. unprogrammed 
worship, children's classes. Hemlock and 16th Street 
(530) 345-3753, 

I> CLAREMONT-Worship, 9:30 a.m. Classes for children. 
727 W. Harrison Ave,, Claremont. 
DAVIS-Meeting for worship First Days, 9:45 a.m. 345 L St 
Visitors call (530) 758-8492. 
GRASS VALLEY-Meeting for worship, 9:45 a.m,, 
discussion/sharing, 11 a.m. Sierra Friends Center 
campus, 13075 Woolman Ln. Phone: (530) 272-3736. 

LA JOLLA-Meeting 1 O a.m. 7380 Eads Ave. Visitors call 
(858) 456-1020. 

MARIN COUNTY-10 a.m. Falkirk Cultural Center, 1408 
Mission Ave. at E St,, San Rafael, Calif, (415) 435-5755. 
MARLOMA LONG BEACH-10 a.m. 2935 Spaulding St at 
Orizaba. (562) 594-0566. 
MONTEREY PENINSULA-Friends meeting for worship, 
Sundays, 1 O a.m. Call (831) 644-0331. 
NAPA-SONOMA-Friends Meeting. Sundays 1 O a.m. Cope 
Office Bldg,, 1340 4th Street (corner of Franklin St), Napa, 
CA 94559 (707) 253-1505 or email: <nvquaker@napanetnet>. 

OJAl-Unprogrammed worship. First Day, 1 o a.m. For meeting 
place call (805) 640-0444. 
PALO ALTO-Meeting for worship and First-day classes for 
children, 10:30 a.m. 957 Colorado. (650) 856-0744. 
PASADENA-Orange Grove Monthly Meeting, 520 E. 
Orange Grove Blvd. First-day school 1 O a.m,, meeting for 
worship 11 a.m. Phone: (626) 792-6223. 

REDLANDS-RIVERSIDE-SAN BERNARDINO-Inland 
Valley Friends Meeting. 10 a.m. 4061 Mission Inn Ave,, 
Riverside, CA 92501. (951) 682-5364 or (909) 882-4250. 
SACRAMENTO-Meeting 10 a.m. 890 57th Street Phone: 
(916) 457-3998, 

SAN DIEGO-Unprogrammed worship, First Days, 10:30 
a.m. 3850 Westgate Place. (619) 687-5474. 

SAN FRANCISCO-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school, 11 a.m., Sundays. 65 9th Street (415) 431-7440. 
SAN JOSE-Sunday Worship at 1 O a.m. Fellowship at 11 :30 
a.m. 1041 Morse St,, San Jose, CA 95126. (408) 246-0524. 

SAN LUIS OBISPO-Call: (805) 543-2791. 
SANTA BARBARA-2012 Chapala St,, Sundays 10 a.m,, 
children's program. (805) 687-0165. 

SANTA MONICA-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school, 10 a.m. 1440 Harvard St Phone: (310) 828-4069. 

I> SANTA ROSA-Redwood Forest Meeting. Worship 1 O 

a.m. 1647 Guerneville Rd. Phone: (707) 578-3327. 

SEBASTOPOL-Apple Seed Mtg. Unprogrammed worship 
10 a.m. Garzot Bldg,, Libby Park (cor. Valentine and 
Pleasant Hill Rd.). (707) 573-6075. 

STOCKTON-Delta Meeting, Unprogrammed, 1 O a.m. 2nd 
First Day, 645 W. Harding Way (Complementary Medical 
Center). For info call (209) 478-8423. 

VISALIA-Worship 10:30 a.m. 17208 Ave. 296, Visalia. 
(559) 734-8275, 

Colorado 
BOULDER-Meeting for worship 8:30 a.m. and 1 O a.m. 
First-day school and childcare available 1 O a.m. 1825 
Upland Avenue. Phone Mary Hey at (303) 442-3638. 

COLORADO SPRINGS-Sunday at 10 a.m. with concurrent 
First-day school, call for location, (719) 685-5548. Mailing 
address: Colorado Springs Friends Meeting, P.O. Box 
2514, Colorado Springs, CO 80901-2514. 

DENVER-Mountain View Friends Meeting, 2280 South 
Columbine St Worship and adult discussion, 9 a.m. Worship 
and First-day school, 10:30 a.m. Westside worship at 363 
S. Harlan, #200, Lakewood, 10 a.m. Phone: (303) 777-
3799 or 235-0731. 

I> DURANGO-Unprogrammed worship, First-day school, 
and adult discussion. 803 County Rd. 233. (970) 247-
0538 or (970) 247-5597. Please call for times. 

FORT COLLINS-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school, 10 a.m. 2222 W. Vine. (970) 491-9717. 
<www.fortcollinsquakers.org>. 

Connecticut 
HARTFORD-Meeting and First-day school, 10 a.m. 
Discussion 11 a.m. 144 South Quaker Lane, West 
Hartford. Phone: (860) 232-3631. 

MIDDLETOWN-Worship and First-day school, 10 a.m. 51 
Lawn Ave. Phone: (860) 347-8079. 
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NEW HAVEN-Meeting and First-day school, Sundays, 
10:30 a.m. 225 East Grand Ave,, New Haven, CT 06513. 
(203) 468-2398. <www.newhavenfriends.org>. 

NEW LONDON-Meeting for worship and First-day school, 
1 O a.m,, discussion, 11 a.m. Friends Meetinghouse, 176 
Oswegatchie Rd,, off Niantic River Rd,, Waterford, Conn. 
(860) 444-1288 or 572-0143. 

I> NEW MILFORD-Housatonic Meeting. Worship and 
First-day school. Rte. 7 at Lanesville Rd. Worship 10 a.m. 
Phone: (860) 355-9330. 

Delaware 
CAMDEN-Worship 11 a.m,, (1 O a.m. in summer) First­
day sch. 10 a.m,, 2 mi. So. of Dover, 122 E. Cam-Wyo 
Ave,, Camden. (302) 734-1279; (302) 698-3324. 
CENTRE-Meeting for worship 11 a.m. 1 mile east of 
Centreville on the Centre Meeting Rd. at Adams Dam Rd. 

HOCKESSIN-Worship 10:45 a.m. First-day school 10 
a.m. Sept-May. Childcare provided year-round. NW 
from Hockessin-Yorklyn Rd. at first crossroad, 1501 Old 
Wilmington Rd. (302) 239-2223. 

LEWES-Friends Worship Group, 10 a.m. Sunday and 7 
p.m. Wednesday. Call for directions, (302) 645-5288 or 
(302) 644-4454 or consult <www.delmarvaquakers.org>. 

ODESSA-Worship, first and third Sundays, 11 a.m,, W. 
Main Street 

WILMINGTON-Worship and First-day school, Sundays 10 
a.m. 401 N. West St,, 19801. Phone: (302) 652-4491. 

District of Columbia 
CAPITOL HILL WORSHIP GROUP-At William Penn House, 
515 E. Capitol St SE, at 7:30 a.m. seven days a week. 

FRIENDSHIP PREPARATIVE MEETING-At Sidwell 
Friends Upper School, 3825 Wisconsin Ave. NW, Kogod 
Arts Bldg. Worship at 11 a.m. First Days. 
WASHINGTON-Friends Meeting of Washington, 2111 
Florida Ave. NW (north of Dupont Circle Metro, near 
Conn. Ave.), (202) 483-3310. <www.quaker.org/fmw>. 
Unprogrammed meetings for worship are regularly held at: 

MEETINGHOUSE-2111 Florida Ave. Worship at 9 a.m,, 
10:30 a.m,, and 6 p.m. Sundays; also 7 p.m. Wednesdays. 
First-day school at 10:50 a.m. 
QUAKER HOUSE-2121 Decatur PL, next to 
meetinghouse. Worship at 10:30 a.m. with special 
welcome for Lesbians and Gays. 

Florida 
CLEARWATER-Clerk: Peter Day, 8200 Tarsier Ave,, New 
Port Richey, FL 34653-6559. (727) 372-6382. 
DAYTONA-Ormond Beach-Halifax Friends Meeting for 
Worship, 2nd and 4th First Days at 10:30 a.m. 87 Bosarvey 
Dr,, Ormond Beach. (386) 677-6094 or (386) 445-4788. 
DELAND-Meeting for worship 10 a.m,, 312 West New 
York Ave,, Deland. Info: (386) 774-4529. 

FT. LAUDERDALE-Meeting 11 a.m. Information line, 
(954) 566-5000, 

FT. MYERS-Meeting at Calusa Nature Center, First Days 
at 10:30 a.m. Telephone: (863) 699-1276. 

FT. MYERS-Worship group. 4272 Scott Ave,, Fort Myers, 
FL 33905. 10:30 a.m. First Day. (239) 337-3743. 

FT. PIERCE-Treasure Coast Worship Group, 10:30 a.m. 
(772) 460-8920 or (772) 569-5087. 

GAINESVILLE-Meeting and First-day school, 11 a.m. 702 
NW 38 St,, Gainsville, FL 32607. (352) 372-1070. 

JACKSONVILLE-Meeting for worship, First Days. For 
location and time phone (904) 768-3648. 

KEYWEST-Meeting for worship, First Day, 10 a.m. 618 Grinnell 
St Garden in rear. Phone: Barbara Jacobson (305) 296-2787. 

LAKE WALES-Worship group, (863) 676-2199 or (863) 
635-9366, 

LAKE WORTH-Palm Beach Meeting, 823 North A St 
10:30 a.m. Phone: (561) 585-8060. 

MELBOURNE-(321) 961-5267. For location and time, call 
or visit <www.seymmeetings.org/SpaceCoast/SC.html>. 
ORLANDO-Meeting and First-day school, 10:00 a.m. 316 
E. Marks St, Orlando, 32803. (407) 425-5125. 
ST. PETERSBURG-Meeting for worship and First-day school, 
10:30 a.m. 130 19th Ave. S.E. Phone: (727) 896-0310. 
SARASOTA- Worship 10 a.m,, discussion 11 a.m. 3139 
57th St,, Sarasota, FL NW corner 57th St and Lockwood 
Ridge Rd. (941) 358-5759. 

TALLAHASSEE-2001 S. Magnolia Dr,, 32301; hymn 
singing 10 a.m,, worship 10:30 a.m.; midweek worship 
and Bible study, (850) 878-3620 or 421-6111. 

TAMPA-Meeting and First-day school, 10 a.m. 1502 
W. Sligh Ave. Phone contacts; (813) 253-3244, 
<www.tampafriends.org>. 

WINTER PARK-Meeting 10 a.m. Alumni House, Rollins 
College. Phone: (407) 843-2257. 

Georgia 
ATHENS-Unprogrammed worship and First-day school 
9:30 a.m. Sunday, discussion 11-12. On Poplar St in the 
parsonage of Oconee St Methodist Church. (706) 353-2856. 

ATLANTA-Worship and First-day school 10 a.m. 701 W. 

Howard Ave,, Decatur, GA 30030. (404) 377-2474. 

SAVANNAH-First Day, 11 a.m. Trinity Methodist Church, 
Telfair Square, 3rd floor. Use side door and look for our 
signs. Info: (912) 341-0696. 

ST. SIMONS ISLAND-Meeting for worship. For information, 
call (912) 635-3397 or (912) 638-7187. 

Hawaii 
BIG ISLAND-10 a.m. Sunday. Unprogrammed worship and 
lunch at alternating locations. Call (808) 322-3116, 325-7323. 

HONOLULU-Sundays, 9:45 a.m. hymn singing; 10 a.m. 
worship and First-day school. 2426 Oahu Ave,, 96822. 
Overnight inquiries welcomed. Phone: (808) 988-2714. 

MAUI-Friends Worship Group. Call for meeting times and 
locations; Jay Penniman (808) 573-4987 or <jfp@igc.org>. 

Idaho 
BOISE-Boise Valley Friends. Unprogrammed worship, 
9:30 a.m. First Day. 801 S. Capitol Blvd. (Log Cabin 
Literary Center). (208) 344-4384. 

MOSCOW-Pullman-Moscow Meeting, Campus Christian 
Center, 822 Elm St,, Moscow. Unprogrammed worship 
11 :30 a.m. Sunday. Child care. (208) 882-5120. 

SANDPOINT-Friends Meeting, unprogrammed worship 
at 1025 Alder St, 10 a.m. Sundays. For information call 
Elizabeth Willey, (208) 263-4788. 

Illinois 
BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL-Sunday morning 
unprogrammed worship at 11 a.m. in homes. Newcomers 
welcomed. Please call Meeting Clerk Larry Stout at (309) 
888-2704 for more information. 

CHICAG0-57th St,, 5615 Woodlawn. Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Monthly meeting follows on third Sunday. Phone: (773) 
288-3066. <www.57thstreetmeeting.org>. 

CHICAGO-Chicago Monthly Meeting, 10749 S. Artesian 
Ave. Worship 10 a.m. Phone: (312) 445-8949. 

CHICAGO-Northside (unprogrammed). Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 408429, Chicago, IL 60640. Worship 10 a.m. 
at 4427 N. Clark, Chicago (Japanese American Service 
Committee). Phone: (773) 784-2155. 

DOWNERS GROVE-(West Suburban Chicago) Worship 
and First-day school 10:30 a.m. 5710 Lomond Ave. (Exit 
1-355 at Maple Ave,, East 3 blocks, turn right on Lomond). 
Phone: (630) 968-3861 or (630) 852-5812. 

I> EVANSTON-1010 Greenleaf St (847) 864-8511 
meetinghouse phone. Unprogrammed meeting for worship 
10 a.m. First-day school (except July-Aug.) and childcare 
available. <http://evanston.quaker.org>. 

LAKE FOREST-Worship 10:30 a.m. at meetinghouse. 101 
W. Old Elm Rd. (at Ridge Rd.). Mail: Box 95, Lake Forest, 
IL 60045. Phone: (847) 234-8410. 

McNABB-Clear Creek Meeting, 11 a.m. Meetinghouse 2 
mi. south, 1 mi. east of McNabb. (815) 882-2214. 

MONMOUTH-Spoon River Friends Meeting. 10 a.m. in 
homes. (309) 734-7759 for location. 

ROCKFORD-Unprogrammed worship, First Days, 11 a.m. 
(815) 964-7416. 

SPRINGFIELD-Friends Worship Group Sunday morning 
unprogrammed worship at 10:30 a.m. in homes. Newcomers 
welcomed. Call (217) 585-8023 for more information. 

UPPER FOX VALLEY-Worship 1 Oa.m,, weekly potluck lunch, 
3013 Country Club Rd,, Woodstock. Info call: (815) 385-8512. 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN-Meeting for worship 10:30 
a.m,, Sunday. 1904 East Main Street, Urbana, IL 61802. 
Phone: (217) 328-5853. <www.quaker.org/urbanai>. 

Indiana 
BLOOMINGTON-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. Moores 
Pike at Smith Road. (812) 336-5576. 

FALL CREEK-Unprogrammed worship at 1 O a.m,, children's 
First-day School at 11 a.m. Conservative meeting for 
worship on the 1st First Day of each month at 1 p.m. 
Historic rural meeting, overnight guests welcome. 1794 E. 
SR 38. Contact P.O. Box 561, Pendleton, IN 46064; (765) 
788-7143 or (765) 642-6182. 

I> INDIANAPOLIS-North Meadow Circle of Friends, 1710 
N. Talbott. Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m. Children 
welcome. (317) 926-7657. 

INDIANAPOLIS-Valley Mills Meeting, 6739 W Thompson 
Rd. (317) 856-4368. <www.vmfriends.org>. 

I> RICHMOND-Clear Creek, Stout Memorial Meetinghouse, 
on the campus of Earlham College, unprogrammed, 10:00 
a.m. (765) 935-5448. 

RICHMOND-West Richmond Friends Meeting. 
Semi-programmed worship 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
11 :00 a.m. 609 West Main Street, (765) 962-4485, 
<www.westrichmondfriends.org>. 

SOUTH BEND-Unprogrammed worship with concurrent 
First-day school, 10:30 a.m. (574) 255-5781. 

59 



VALPARAISO-Duneland Friends Meeting. Unprogrammed 
worship 1 O a.m. Youth Service Bureau, 253 W. Lincolnway. 
(219) 926-7411. 

WEST LAFAYETTE-Ur\programmed worship at 10 a.m. at 
176 E. Stadium Ave., West Lafayette. 

Iowa 
6. AMES-Worship 10 a.m. Sunday. 121 S. Maple. (515) 
232-2763. 

DECORAH-First-day school 9:30, worship 10:30. 603 E. 
Water St. (563) 382-3699. Summer schedule varies. 

6. DES MOINES-Unprogrammed worship 1 O a.m., discussion 
11 :30 a.m. Iowa Yearly Meeting (Conservative), childcare 
provided. Meetinghouse, 4211 Grand Ave. (515) 274-4717. 

6. EARLHAM-Bear Creek Meeting. Discussion 1 O a.m. 
Worship 11 a.m. (unprogrammed), 18058 Bear Creek Rd. 
One mile north of 1-80 exit #104. Call (515) 758-2232. 

IOWA CITY-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 1 o a.m. 311 
N. Linn St. Call (319) 351-2234. <www.iowacityfriends.org>. 

6. WEST BRANCH-Unprogrammed worship at 1 o a.m., 
2nd Sunday worship includes business; other weeks, 
discussion follows. 317 N. 6th St. Call: (319) 643-5639. 

Kansas 
6. LAWRENCE-Oread Friends Meeting, 1146 Oregon. 
Unprogrammed meeting for worship at 10 a.m. Child care 
available. (785) 843-3277. 

MANHATTAN-Unprogrammed meeting. UFM Building, 
1221 T hurston St., First Sundays, Sept.-May, 1 O a.m. 
For other meetings and information call (785) 539-2046, 
539-2636, or 565-1075; or write to Friends Meeting, c/o 
Conrow, 2371 Grandview Terrace, Manhattan, KS 66502. 

TOPEKA-Unprogrammed worship 9:45 a.m. followed by 
discussion. 603 S.W. 8th, Topeka. First-day school and 
childcare provided. Phone: (785) 233-5210 or 220-7676. 

6. WICHITA-Heartland Meeting, 14505 Sandwedge Circle, 
67235, (316) 729-4483. First Days: Discussion 9:30 
a.m. Unprogrammed worship 11 a.m. On 2nd First Day 
of month carry-in brunch 9:30 a.m., business 12 noon. 
<http://heartland.quaker.org>. 

Kentucky 
BEREA-Meeting Sunday, 1 O a.m. 300 Harrison Road, Berea, 
KY. (859) 985-8950. <www.bereafriendsmeeting.org>. 

HENDERSON-Friends worship group. Contact: Betsy 
Passmore (812) 422-6714 or <betsp@fusemail.net>. 

LEXINGTON-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. Sundays. 649 Price Ave., Lexington, KY 
40508. Telephone: (859) 254-3319. 

LOUISVILLE-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. 3050 Bon 
Air Ave., 40205. Telephone: (502) 452-6812. 

Louisiana 
BATON ROUGE-Unprogrammed worship 11 :30 a.m. 
Sunday. 2303 Government St. Clerk: Ralph McLaury 
(225) 753-891 O. <www.batonrougefriends.net>. 

NEW ORLEANS-Unprogrammed worship Sundays 10 a.m. 
Nursery provided. 921 S. Carrollton Ave. (504) 865-1675. 

RUSTON-(Caddo Four States) Unprogramrned worship, 
call (318) 251-2669 for information. 

SHREVEPORT-(Caddo Four States) Unprogrammed 
worship, Saturdays, 1 O a.m., in Texarkana, AR. For 
information call (318) 459-3751. 

Maine 
6. BAR HARBOR AREA-Acadia Friends. Unprogrammed 
worship and First-day school, 9 a.m., Neighborhood House, 
Northeast Harbor. (207) 288-4941 or (207) 288-9695. 

BELFAST AREA-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, 10 
a.m. Telephone: (207) 338-3080. 

BRUNSWICK-Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m. 56 Elm St. 
(Rt.24), Topsham. (207) 725-8216. 

CASCO-Quaker Ridge. Unprogrammed worship 10:30 
a.m. summer only. 1814 meetinghouse open to visitors, S 
of Rt. 11 near Hall's Funeral Home. (207) 693-4361. 

6. DURHAM-Friends Meeting, on corner of 532 Quaker 
Meetinghouse Rd. and Rt 125, (207) 522-2595, semi­
programmed meeting for worship, 10:30 a.m. 

FARMINGTON AREA-Unprogrammed meeting for 
worship, 10-11 a.m. 227 Main St., Farmington. Telephone: 
(207) 778-3168 or (207) 778-2268. 

MIDCOAST-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, 10 a.m. 
Friends meetinghouse, Damariscotta. Coming from the 
south on Rt. 1, turn left onto Belvedere Rd., right if coming 
from the north. (207) 563-3464 or 371-2447. 

ORONO-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 10 a.m. 
Orono Senior Center. (207) 862-3957. (207) 296-2926. 

PORT LAND-Unprogrammed worship, First-day school, 
10:30 a.m. 1837 Forest Ave. (Rte. 302). Call for summer 
hours (207) 797-4720. 

SOUT HERN MAINE-Unprogrammed worship, Sundays 
a.m., FMI (207) 282-2717 or (207) 967-4451. 
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VASSALBORO-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 
10 a.m. Friends Meetinghouse, Stanley Hill Road, East 
Vassalboro. (207) 923-3572. 

WHITING-Cobscook Meeting, unprogrammed. Worship 
and childcare 1 O a.m. (207) 733-2068. 

WINTHROP CENTER-Friends Church. Winthrop Center 
Rd. (Rte 135 South). Unprogrammed worship 8:30 a.m. 
Programmed worship 10 a.m. (207) 395-4790, e-mail 
<winthropcenterfriends@hotmail.com>. 

Maryland 
6. ADELPHI-Worship and First-day school 10 a.m. 
Nursery available. 2303 Metzerott Rd., Adelphi. (301) 445-
1114 or <http://adelphi.quaker.org>. 

6. ANNAPOLIS-351 Dubois Rd. Worship 11 a.m. Phone: 
(410) 573-0364. <www.quaker.org/annapolis>. 

6. BALTIMORE-Stony Run: worship 9:30 and 11 a.m., 
except 8:30 and 10 a.m. July and August. 5116 N. Charles 
St. (443) 703-2590. 

BALTIMORE-Homewood: worship and First-day school 10:30 
a.m. year-round. 3107 N. Charles St. (410) 235-4438. Fax: 
(410) 235-6058. Email: <homewoodfriends@verizon.net>. 

6. BALTIMORE/SPARKS-Gunpowder Meeting. Worship 
and First-day school 10 a.m. Call for directions. Phone: 
(410) 472-4583. 

6. BETHESDA-Worship, First-day school, and childcare 
at 11 a.m. on Sundays; mtg. for business at 9:15 a.m. 
1st Sun.; worship at 9:30 a.m. other Suns. Washington, 
D.C., metro accessible. On Sidwell Friends Lower School 
campus, Edgemoor Lane and Beverly Rd. (301) 986-
8681. <www.bethesdafriends.org>. 

CHESTERTOWN-Chester River Meeting, 124 Philosophers 
Terrace. Worship 11 a.m. Phone (410) 778-2797. 

DARLINGTON-Deer Creek Meeting. Worship 10 a.m. 
Clerk, Mara D. Walter, (410) 457-9188. 

EASTON-Third Haven Meeting, 405 S. Washington St. 
10 a.m. Sun., 5:30 p.m. Wed. John Schreiner, clerk, (410) 
745-6124 or (410) 822-0293. 

6. ELLICOTT CITY-Patapsco Friends Meeting, Mt. Hebron 
House, 10:30 a.m. First-day school, weekly simple meal. 
(41 O) 465-6554. <www.patapscofriends.com>. Worship 
is held each week at: Hagerstown-South Mountain 
Friends Fellowship, Maryland Correctional Institute. 

FALLSTON-Little Falls Meeting, 719 Old Fallston Rd. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. Bobbie Siebens, clerk, (410) 877-3015. 

FREDERICK-Sunday worship 10:30 a.m., First-day 
school 10:45 a.m. Wednesday 7 p.m. 723 N. Market St. 
(301) 631-1257. 

NEWARK-10-11 a.m. First-day school; 10-10:30 a.m. adult 
singing; 10:30-11 :30 a.m. worship. Newark Center for 
Creative Learning, 401 Phillips Ave. (302) 733-0169. 
Summer (June-Aug.) we meet at historical London Britain 
Meetinghouse, worship 10:30 a.m. Call for directions. 

SALISBURY-Unprogrammed worship 11 a.m. Carey Ave. 
at Glen. (410) 749-9649. 

6. SANDY SPRING-Meetinghouse Road off Md. Rt. 108. 
Worship Sundays, 9:00 and 11 a.m. and Thursdays, 7:30 
p.m. Classes Sundays, 11 a.m. First Sunday of month 
worship 9:30 a.m. only, followed by meeting for business. 
Phone (301) 774-9792. 

SENECA VALLEY-Preparative Meeting 11 :30 Kerr Hall, 
Boyds. Children's program and weekly potluck. (301) 540-7828. 

SOUTHERN MARYLAND-Patuxent Friends Meeting. 
Worship 10 a.m. 12185 Southern Connector Blvd., P.O. 
Box 536, Lusby, MD 20657. (410) 394-1233. <WWW. 
patuxentfriends.org>. 

Massachusetts 
6. ACTON-Worship and First-day school 10 a.m. Minute 
Man Arc, 130 Baker Ave. Ext., Concord. (978) 263-8660. 

AMESBURY-Worship 10 a.m. 120 Friend St. Call (978) 
463-3539 or (978) 388-1765. 

AMHERST-GREENFIELD-Mount Toby Meeting. Worship 
and First-day school 10 a.m. 194 Long Plain Rd. (Rte 63), 
Leverett. (413) 548-9188 or clerk (978) 544-3594. 

ANDOVER-LAWRENCE-Worship: Sundays at 2 p.m. 
Forest Street Union Church, 15 Forest Street, Methuen, 
Mass. (978) 470-3580. 

BOSTON-Worship 10:30 a.m. First Day. Beacon Hill 
Friends House, 6 Chestnut St., Boston, 02108. Phone: 
(617) 227-9118. 

CAMBRIDGE-Sundays 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.; Forum at 
9:30 a.m., Mid-week worship Wed. at 8:30 a.m., 5 Longfellow 
Park (near Harvard Sq., off Brattle St.), (617) 876-6883. 

CAMBRIDGE-Fresh Pond Monthly Meeting. Worship and 
First-day school 10 a.m. Cambridge Friends School, 5 
Cadbury Road. 

6. FRAMINGHAM-Worship 1 O a.m. First-day school. Year 
round. 841 Edmands Rd. (2 mi. west of Nobscot traffic 
lights). (508) 877-1261. 

6. GREAT BARRINGTON-South Berkshire Meeting. 
Unprogrammed: 10:30 a.m. First Day. 280 State Rd. (Rt. 
23). Phone: (413) 528-1230. 

MART HA'S VINEYARD-Unprogrammed 11 a.m. Hillside 
Village, Edgartown Rd. (508) 693-1834. 

6. MATTAPOISETT -Unprogrammed 9:30 a.m., Marion 
Road (Rte. 6). All are welcome. (508) 758-3579. 

NEW BEDFORD-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 10 
a.m. 83 Spring St. Phone (508) 990-0710. All welcome. 

NORTH SHORE-Worship and First-day school 10 a.m. Glen 
Urquhart School, Beverly Farms, Mass., (978) 922-2513. 

6. NORTHAMPTON-Worship 11 a.m., adult discussion 
9:30; childcare. 43 Center Street. (413) 584-2788. Aspiring 
to be scent-free. 

SANDWICH-East Sandwich Meetinghouse, 6 Quaker Rd., 
N of junction of Quaker Meetinghouse Rd. and Rte. 6A. 
Meeting for worship Sunday 10 a.m. (508) 888-7629. 

WELLESLEY-Meeting for worship and Sunday school 10 
a.m. at 26 Benvenue St. Phone: (781) 237-0268. 

6. WEST FALMOUT H-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday. 574 W. Fal. Hwy I Rte. 28A. (508) 398-3773. 

WESTPORT-Worship Sundays 10 a.m. 938 Main Road. 
(508) 636-4963. 

6. WORCESTER-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, child 
care, and religious education, 11 a.m. 901 Pleasant St. Phone: 
(508) 754-3887 or <www.worcesterfriendsmeeting.org>. 

YARMOUTH-Friends Meeting at 58 North Main Slreet in South 
Yarmouth, Cape Cod, welcomes visitors for worship at 10 a.m. 
each Sunday. First-day sch. 10:00-11 :OO a.m. (508) 398-3773. 

Michigan 
6. ANN ARBOR-Unprogrammed worship 9 a.m. (except 3rd 
Sunday) and 11 a.m., 1420 Hill St., <WWW.annarborfriends.org>, 
office: (734) 761-7435, clerk: (734) 662-6704; guestroom 
and residential community: (734) 274-2411 or email: 
<qhrc.contact@gmail.com>. 

BIRMINGHAM-Meeting 10:30 a.m. Brookside School N.E. 
corner Lone Pine Rd. & Cranbrook Rd., Bloomfield Hills. 
Summer: Springdale Park, (end of) Strathmore Rd. Clerk: 
Ellen Barnes (248) 528-1321. 

CADILLAC-Tustin Friends worship group. Unprogrammed 
worship, Wednesdays, 7 p.m. For additional information: 
<www.tustinfriends.org> or call (231) 829-3440, or (231) 
829-3328. 

6. DETROIT-First Day meeting 10:30 a.m. Call (313) 341-
9404, or write 4011 Norfolk, Detroit, Ml 48221, for information. 

6. EAST LANSING-Red Cedar Friends Meeting. 
Unprogrammed worship and First-day school, 12:30 
p.m. Edgewood UCC Chapel, 469 N. Hagadorn Rd., E. 
Lansing. Worship only, 9:00 a.m., at Everybody Reads 
bookstore, 2019 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 371-
1047 or <redcedar.quaker.org>. 

GRAND RAPIDS-Worship and First-day school 10:30 
a.m. (616) 942-4713 or 454-1642. 

6. KALAMAZOO-First-day school and adult education 
9:30 a.m. Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. Friends 
Meetinghouse, 508 Denner. Phone: (269) 349-1754. 

6. MT.PLEASANT-Pine River Friends Meeting. Unprogrammed 
worship 10 a.m., discussion 11 a.m., Wesley Foundation, 
1400 S. Washington St., (989) 772-2421 or (989) 631-
6667 or <www.PineRiverFriendsMl.org>. 

Minnesota 
BRAINERD-Unprogrammed meeting and discussion, 
Sundays. Call: (218) 963-2976 or (218) 828-1032. 

6. MINNEAPOLIS-Minneapolis Friends Meeting, 4401 
York Ave. South, Mpls., MN 55410. Call for times. (612) 
926-6159. <www.quaker.org/minnfm>. 

MINNEAPOLIS-Laughing Waters Worship Group 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m., childcare, <www.laughingwatersfriends.org>, 
(612) 724-4956. 

6.NORTHFIELD-UnprogrammedworshipandFirst-dayschool, 
10:30 a.m. Sundays, at 313 1/2 Division St. (upstairs). First 
Sunday of each month, in private homes. Information: Nancy 
Cantwell, (507) 645-4603 or <www.cannonvalleyfriends.org> 

ROCHESTER-Worship First Day 9:30 a.m., Allegro Dance 
Studio, 2342 Superior Dr NW (507) 287-8553. 
<www.rochestermnfriends.org> .. 

6. ST. PAUL-Prospect Hill Friends Meeting. Meets Sun.4 p.m. 
Call (612) 379-7386 or (651) 645-7657 for current information. 

6. ST . PAUL-Twin Cities Friends Meeting, 1725 Grand 
Ave., St. Paul. Unprogrammed worship Sunday at 8:30 
a.m. and 11 a.m., Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Call for times 
of Adult Education, First-day school, and meeting for 
worship with attention to business (651) 699-6995. Visit 
<www.tcfm.org> for more information. 

STILLWATER-St. Croix Valley Friends. Unprogrammed 
worship at 11 a.m. (10 a.m. summer). Phone: (651) 439-
7981, or 773-5376. 

Mississippi 
OXFORD-11 a.m., 400 Murray St., (662) 234-1602, 
unprogrammed, email: <Wcjordan@bellsouth.net>. 

Missouri 
COLUMBIA-Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m. 6408 East 
Locust Grove Dr. (573) 474-1827. 
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KANSAS CIT Y-Penn Valley Meeting, 4405 Gillham Rd. 10 
a.m. Call: (816) 931-5256. <www.kcquakers.org>. 
6. ST. LOUIS-Meeting 10 a.m. First Days. 1001 Park Ave., 
St. Louis, MO 63104. (314) 588-1122. 
SPRINGFIELD-Sunrise Friends Meeting (unprogrammed). 
Worship and First-day school 10:00 a.m. each First Day. 
Call for location: (417) 777-5924. 

Montana 
BILLINGS-Call: (406) 252-5647 or (406) 656-2163. 
GREAT FALLS-(406) 453-2714 or (406) 453-8989. 
MISSOULA-Unprogrammed. Sundays, 11 a.m. winter; 1 O 

a.m. summer. 1861 South 12th Street W. (406) 549-6276. 

Nebraska 
KEARNEY-Unprogrammed worship group 4 p.m. 1st 
and 3rd First Days, Newman Center, 821 W. 27th St. Call 
(308) 237-9377. 
LINCOLN-Unprogrammed worship 10:30 a.m. 3319 S. 
46th. Phone: ( 402) 488-4178. 
OMAHA-Worship 9:45 a.m., discussion 11 a.m., First-day 
school available. (402) 553-2211, 391-4765 for directions. 

Nevada 
6. RENO-Unprogrammed worship. For information call: 
(775) 329-9400. Website: <www.RenoFriends.org>. 

New Hampshire 
CONCORD-Worship 10 a.m. Children welcomed and 
cared for. Merrimack Valley Day Care Center, 19 N. Fruit 
St. Phone: (603) 224-4748. 
DOVER-Unprogrammed worship, 10:30 a.m. 141 Central 
Ave. Childcare available. Clerk, Jnana Hodson: (603) 742-
2110, or write: 23 Hill St., Dover, NH 03820. 
GONIC-Worship 2nd and 4th First Day at 10 a.m. Corner 
of Pickering Rd. and Quaker Lane. Clerk: Shirley Leslie. 
Phone: (603) 332-5472. 
HANOVER-Worship and First-day school, Sundays, 1 O 

a.m. Friends meetinghouse, 43 Lebanon St. (next to high 
school). Clerk: Fritz Weiss, (802) 763-2474. 
KEENE-Friends Meeting, unprogrammed, 10 a.m. Children's 
program and child care. Main Entrance, Keene Family 
YMCA, 38 Roxbury St., Keene, NH, Call (603) 357-4905. 
NORTH SANDWICH-10:30 a.m. Contact: Clerk, (603) 
284-6843. 
6. PETERBOROUGH-Monadnock Meeting at Peterborough/ 
Jalfery line, rte. 202. Unprogrammed meeting for worship, First­
day school and childcare 10:30 a.m. (603) 532-6203, 3 Davidson 
Rd., Jaffery, NH 03452. <wwwmonadnocklriends.org>. 
WEARE-10:30. Quaker St., Henniker. Contact M. Baker, 
(603) 478-5650. 

New Jersey 
ARNEY'S MT.-Worship, 10 a.m., 2nd and 4th First Days; 
intersection of rtes. 668 and 669. Snowtime, call (609) 
953-8921. 
ATLANTIC CITY AREA-Worship 11 a.m. All welcome! 
Call for info: (609) 652-2637 or <www.acquakers.org> 
for calendar. 437-A S. Pitney Rd., Galloway Twp. (near 
intersection of Pitney and Jimmy Leeds.) 
BARNEGAT-Worship 10 a.m., 614 East Bay Ave. Visitors 
welcome. (609) 698-2058. 
CHATHAM-Chatham-Summitt Friends Meeting 158 Southern 
Blvd., Worship and First-day school 11 a.m. (Jul., Aug.,10 a.m.), 
(973) 635-2161. <www.chathamquakers.org> All welcome. 
CINNAMINSON-Westfield Friends Meeting, 2201 
Riverton Rd. Meeting for worship 11 a.m., First-day school 
10 a.m. (856) 829-7569. 
CROPWELL-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. Old Marlton 
Pike, one mile west of Marlton. 
6. CROSSWICKS-lntergenerational assembly 9:30 a.m. 
September/June. Meeting for worship and First-day 
school 1 O a.m. September/June. Meeting for worship 9:30 
a.m. July/August. 15 Front St., Crosswicks. (609) 298-
4362. Secretary in office Wednesday mornings. 
DOVER-RANDOLPH-Worship and First-day school 11 
a.m. Randolph Friends Meetinghouse, Quaker Church Rd. 
and Quaker Ave. between Center Grove Rd. and Millbrook 
Ave., Randolph. (973) 627-0651. 
GREENWICH-First-day school 10:30 a.m., worship 11 :30 
a.m., Ye Greate St., Greenwich. (609) 451-8217. 
HADDONFIELD-Worship 10 a.m.; First-day school 
follows, except summer. Babysitting provided during both. 
Friends Ave. and Lake St. Phone: 428-6242 or 428-5779. 
6. MANASQUAN-Adult class 1 O a.m., children's class and 
meeting 11 a.m. Rte. 35 at Manasquan Circle. 
MARLTON-See CROPWELL. 
MEDFORD-Worship 10 a.m. First-day school 10:30 
a.m. Union St. Meetinghouse. Call (609) 953-8914, or 
<medlordmeeting@aol.com>, <medlordlriendsmeeting.org>. 
MONTCLAIR-Meeting and First-day school 11 a.m., 
except July and Aug. 1 O a.m. Park St. and Gordonhurst 
Ave. Phone: (973) 744-8320. Visitors welcome. 
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MOORESTOWN-118 E. Main St. First Day worship 10 
a.m. Adult RE 9 a.m. (Sept-May). For info call (856) 235-
1561, or email <mmm1802@verizon.net>. 
I> MOUNT HOLLY-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. High and 
Garden Sts. Visitors welcome. Call: (609) 261-7575. 
MULLICA HILL-Main St. Sept.-May First-day school 9:45 
a.m., Meeting for Worship 11 a.m.; June-Aug First-day 
school 9:00 a.m., Meeting for Worship 10:00 a.m. 
6. NEW BRUNSWICK-Meeting and First-day school 10:30 
a.m. Meeting only July and Aug., 9:30 a.m. 109 Nichol 
Ave. at Hale St. (732) 846-8969. 
NEWTON-Meeting for worship 10-11 a.m. each First Day. 
Sundays. Haddon Ave. and Cooper St., Camden. Chris 
Roberts (856) 966-1376. 
PLAINFIELD-Meeting for worship and First-day school 10:30 
a.m. 225 Watchung Ave. at E. Third St. (908) 757-5736. 
PRINCETON-Worship 9 and 11 a.m. First-day school 
11 a.m. Oct-May. 470 Quaker Rd. near Mercer St. (609) 
737-7142. 
QUAKERTOWN-Worship and First-day school 10:30 a.m. 
Box 520, Quakertown 08868. (908) 735-0353. 
6. RANCOCAS-Worship 11 a.m., First-day school 1 O a.m. 
Summer schedule-worship only 1 o a.m., 6/15-9/15. 201 
Main St., Rancocas (Village), NJ 08073. (609) 267-1265. 
Email: <jeanleas@comcast.net>. 
RIDGEWOOD-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. 224 Highwood Ave. (201) 445-8450. 
SALEM-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m., First-day school 
9:30 a.m. East Broadway. 
SEAVILLE-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. South Shore Rd., 
Rte. 9, Seaville. (609) 624-1165. Beach meeting in Cape 
May-Grant St. Beach, 9 a.m. Sundays, June/Sept. 
SHREWSBURY-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. Rte. 35 and Sycamore. Phone: (732) 741-4138. 
SOMERSET/MORRIS COUNTIES-Somerset Hills Meeting, 
Episcopal Convent of St. John the Baptist, Mendham, NJ. 
Worship held 9:30 a.m. every First Day, (908) 876-4491. 
TRENTON-Meeting for worship and primary First-day 
school 10 a.m. 142 E. Hanover St. (609) 278-4551. 
TUCKERTON-Little Egg Harbor Meeting. Left side of Rte. 
9 traveling north. Worship 10:30 a.m. 
WOODBURY-First-day school 1 O a.m., meeting for worship 
11:15 a.m. 124 North Broad St., Woodbury, NJ 08096. 
Telephone: (856) 845-5080, ii no answer call 845-9516. 
WOODSTOWN-First-day school 9:15 a.m. Meeting for 
worship 10:30 a.m. 104 N. Main Street. (856) 769-9839. 

New Mexico 
ALBUQUERQUE-Unprogrammed Meeting for Worship, 
Sundays 10:30 a.m., 1600 5th St. NW (505) 843-6450. 
LAS CRUCES-Meeting for unprogrammed worship 10 
a.m. 622 N.Mesquite. Call: (505) 647-1929. 
SANTA FE-Meeting for worship, Sundays, 9 and 11 a.m. 
Friends Meetinghouse, 630 Canyon Rd. Phone: 983-7241. 
6. SANTA FE-South Santa Fe Quaker Worship Group. 
Quaker House, 1730 Camino Carlos Rey #209, Santa Fe, NM 
87507. (505) 471-2288. We're on the short end of Camino 
Carlos Rey NW of Cerrillos Road, behind Performance 
Autos, on the top floor of a rust-red office building. 
Unprogrammed worship Sundays 10:30 a.m. Welcome! 
SILVER CITY AREA-Gila Friends Meeting. 10 a.m. at the 
NW Corner of 7th and Arizona. (575) 388-3478 or 535-2856. 
TAOS-Clearlight Worship Group. Last Sunday of the month. 
Peace House, 801 North Paseo del Pueblo. Contact Kevin 
Mccourt (575) 779-211 o. 

New York 
6. ALBANY-Worship and First-day school 11 a.m. 727 
Madison Ave. Phone: (518) 436-8812. 
ALFRED-Worship 10:30 a.m., 6 West University St. 
AMAWALK-Worship 10:30 a.m. Quaker Church Rd., N. of 
Rte. 202-35, Yorktown Heights. (914) 923-1351. 
BROOKLYN-Worship and First-day school 11 a.m. 
(childcare provided). 110 Schermerhorn St, For 
information call (212) 777-8866 (Mon.-Fri., 9-5). Mailing 
address: Box 026123, Brooklyn, NY 11202. 
BUFFALO-Worship 10:30 a.m. 1272 Delaware Avenue. 
(716) 892-8645 for further information. 
CENTRAL FINGER LAKES-Geneva vicinity/surrounding 
counties. Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school. 
Call for time and place: (585) 526-5202 or (607) 243-7077. 
CHAPPAQUA-Unprogrammed meeting for worship and First­
day school 10:30 a.m. Rte. 120 Quaker Rd. (914) 238-3170. 
CLINTON-Mohawk Valley Monthly Meeting. New Swarthmoor 
Meeting House, Austin Rd., Clinton, NY 13323. (315) 853-3035. 
CLINTON CORNERS-BULLS HEAD-Oswego Monthly 
Meeting. Worship and First-day school 10:30 a.m. 1323 
Bulls Head Road (Northern Dutchess County) 1/4 mile E 
of Taconic Pky. (845) 876-3750. 
CORNWALL-Worship with childcare and First-day school, 
10:30 a.m., Quaker Ave. Phone: 534-7474. 

EASTON-Unprogrammed worship. Rte. 40, 20 miles N of 
Troy. (518) 677-3693. 
ELMIRA-10:30 a.m. Sundays. 155 West 6th St. Phone: 
(607) 962-4183. 
FLUSHING-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, First 
Day, 11 a.m. 137-16 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY 
11354. (718) 358-9636. 
FREDONIA-Unprogrammed meeting 10:30 a.m. Call: 
(716) 672-4518 or (716) 358-6419. Summer season 
Chautauqua Inst. 9:30 a.m. 
HAMILTON-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. Upperville 
Meetinghouse, Route 80, 3 miles W of Smyrna. Phone: 
Paul Buckingham, (315) 824-1382. 
HUDSON-Unprogrammed meeting for worship every 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Telephone: (518) 329-7105 or (646) 
548-4260; email: <janhanvik@yahoo.com>. 
ITHACA-Oct.-May: 11 a.m., Anabel Taylor Hall, Cornell. 
Last Sunday of May-Sept.: 10:30 a.m. 5066 Perry City 
Rd. (607) 273-5421. <www.ithacamonthlymeeting.org>. 
LONG ISLAND QUARTERLY MEETING-Meetings 
normally at 11 a.m. 

BETHPAGE P.M.-Second and fourth First Days 

CONSCIENCE BAY M.M.-St. James. July and August 
9:30 a.m. 

JERICHO M.M. 

MANHASSET M.M.-10 a.m. 

MATINECOCK M.M.-10 a.m. 

ORIENT-Worship Group, Orient Congregational Church 
in Pastor's Conference Rm., 9 a.m. (631) 477-2235 

PECONIC BAY E.M.-Wainscott Chapel, Wainscott, 10 
a.m. (631) 259-3844 

SHELTER ISLAND E. M.-10:30 a.m. May to October 

WESTBURY M.M. 

Contact us at <komoska@optonline.net> or (631) 283-
3981. Our website is <www.nyym.org/liqm>. 

NEW PALTZ-Worship, First-day school, and childcare 
10:30 a.m. 8 N. Manheim. (845) 255-5791. 

NEW YORK CITY-Brooklyn Meeting at 110 Schermerhorn 
Street: unprogrammed worship every Sunday at 11 a.m. and 
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.; Fifteenth Street Meeting at 15 
Rutherford Place (15th Street), Manhattan: unprogrammed 
worship every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. and 11 :00 a.m.; Flushing 
Meeting at 137-16 Northern Blvd, Queens: unprogrammed 
worship every Sunday at 11 :00 a.m.; Manhattan Meeting at 15 
Rutherford Place (15th Street): programmed worship every 1st, 
2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Room 1; Morningside 
Meeting at Riverside Church, 91 Claremont Ave., Manhattan 
(W. 12oth Street): unprogrammed worship every Sunday at 
11 :00 a.m. in Rm. 12T; Staten Island Meeting: unprogrammed 
worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. Phone (212) 777-8866 
(Mon.-Fri., 9-5) about First-day schools, business meetings, 
and other information. Downtown Manhattan Allowed 
Meeting: outdoors in lower Manhattan, T hursdays 6-7 p.m. 
May-Sept. For exact location call (212) 787-3903. 

6. OLD CHATHAM-Meeting for worship 11 a.m. Powell 
House, Rte. 13. Phone (518) 794-0259. 

ONEONTA/COOPERSTOWN-Butternuts Monthly 
Meeting. Phone (607) 547-5450 or (607) 435-9951. 
ORCHARD PARK-Worship and First-day school 11 a.m. 
East Quaker St. at Freeman Rd. (716) 662-5749. 
POPLAR RIDGE-Worship 10 a.m. (315) 364-8102. 
POTSDAM/CANTON-St. Lawrence Valley. Worship 
Sundays 4 p.m. followed by potluck, 24 Leroy St., 
Potsdam, N.Y. (315) 262-2952. 
6. POUGHKEEPSIE-Meeting for worship and Sunday 
school 10 a.m. 249 Hooker Ave., 12603. (845) 454-2870. 
PURCHASE-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. Purchase Street (Rt. 120) at Lake St. 
Telephone: (914) 946-0206 (answering machine). 
6. ROCHESTER-84 Scio St. between East Avenue 
and E. Main St. Downtown. Sept.-May 9:45 Adult RE. 
Unprogrammed worship and child care 11 a.m. (Jun.-Aug. 
1 o a.m.) Other weekly and monthly worship call for 
information (585) 325-7260. LGBT friendly. 

I> ROCKLAND-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
11 a.m. 60 Leber Rd., Blauvelt. (845) 735-4214. 
SARATOGA SPRINGS-Worship and First-day school 10 
a.m. Phone: (518) 399-5013 or (518) 587-7477. 

I> SCHENECTADY-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school, 10 a.m. 930 Albany Street. (518) 374-2166. 

SYRACUSE-Worship 10:30 a.m. 821 Euclid Ave. (315) 
476-1196. 
6. WESTBURY MM (L.1.)-Contact us at (631) 271-4672. 
Our website is <westburyquakers.org>. 

North Carolina 
ASHEVILLE-Unprogrammed. Religious education 9:30, 
meeting for worship 10:30. 227 Edgewood Rd., 28804. 
(828) 258-0974. For more information check our website 
<www.ashevillelriends.org>. 
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BEAUFORT-Unprogrammed. First and third Sundays, 
2:30 p.m., St. Paul's, 209 Ann Street. Discussion, fellowship. 
Tom (252) 728-7083. 

BLACK MOUNTAIN-Swannanoa Valley Friends Meeting. 
137 Center Ave. Unprogrammed worship 9:30 a.m. (828) 
669-0832. 
BOONE-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 10 a.m. 
Michael Harless, clerk, (828) 263-0001. 

BREVARD-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, 11 a.m. 
(828) 884-7000. 

GELO-Meeting 10:45 a.m., near Burnsville, off Rt. 80 S, 
70 Meeting House Lane, Burnsville, NC 28714, (828) 
675-4456. 

CHAPEL HILL-Meeting for worship 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
First-day school at 11 a.m., childcare starting 9:30 a.m. 
531 Raleigh Rd. Clerk: Jennifer Leeman, (919) 929-9135. 
Meetinghouse, (919) 929-5377. 

b CHARLOTTE-Unprogrammed meeting for worship and 
First-day school 1 o a.m., forum 11 a.m. 570 W. Rocky 
River Rd. (704) 599-4999. 

DAVIDSON-10 a.m., check <http://davidson.quaker.org> 
for meeting location, (704) 895-8404. 

DURHAM-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school 1 O 
a.m. 404 Alexander Ave. Contact clerk, (919) 419-4419. 

FAYETTEVILLE-Unprogrammed worship, 5 p.m.; First 
Day discussion, 6 p.m. 223 Hillside Ave. (910) 323-3912. 

GREENSBORO-First Friends Meeting. Unprogrammed 9 
a.m./Lower Level Lounge; 11 a.m. Programmed meeting 
upstairs. 2100 W. Friendly Ave. (336) 299-8869, <WWW. 
firstfriendsmeeting.org>. 

GREENSBORO-Friendship Meeting (unprogrammed), 
1103 New Garden Rd. Worship and child care at 10:30 
a.m. Call: (336) 854-5155 or 316-2262. 

GREENSBORO-New Garden Friends Meeting. Meeting 
for worship: unprogrammed 9 a.m.; semi-programmed 
11 a.m. First-day school 9:45 a.m. Sallie Clotfelter, clerk; 
David W. Bills, pastoral minister. 801 New Garden Road, 
27410. (336) 292-5487. 

GREENVILLE-Unprogrammed worship Sunday. 
Fellowship Tuesday evening. (252) 758-6789. 

RALEIGH-Unprogrammed. Meeting for worship Sunday at 
10 a.m., with First-day school for children. Discussions at 
11 a.m. 625 Tower Street, Raleigh, N.C. (919) 821-4414. 

WILMINGTON-Unprogrammed worship 11 a.m. Discussion 
1 O a.m., 202 N. 5th Street at Chestnut. Call (91 O) 251-1953. 

WINSTON-SALEM-Unprogrammed worship 9:30 a.m. Meg 
Zulick (336) 725-2377, e-mail <zulickm@gmail.com>. 

WOODLAND-Cedar Grove Meeting. First Day discussion 
10 a.m., meeting for worship 11 a.m. Call (252) 587-2571 
or (252) 587-3902. 

Ohio 

AKRON-Unprogrammed meeting, 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 
2101 Front St., Suite 111, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221; 
(330) 336-7043. 

ATHENS-10 a.m., 22 Birge, Chauncey (740) 797-4636. 

CINCINNATI-Eastern Hills Friends Meeting, 1671 Nagel 
Road, Sunday 10 a.m. (513) 474-9670. 

CINCINNATI-Community Meeting, 3960 Winding Way, 
45229. Worship from silence and First-day school 10 a.m. 
Quaker-house phone: (513) 861-4353. Douglas Burks, clerk. 

CLEVELAND-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
11 a.m. 10916 Magnolia Dr. (216) 791-2220. 

COLUMBUS-Unprogrammed meeting 10:30 a.m. 1954 
Indianola Ave.; (614) 291-2331. 

DAYTON-Friends meeting FGC. Unprogrammed worship 
and First-day school 10:00 a.m. 1717 Salem Ave. At Mack 
Memorial Church of the Brethren. Phone: (937) 253-3366. 

DELAWARE-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school, 
10 a.m., the music room in Andrews House, at the corner 
of W. Winter and N. Franklin Streets. Meets from September 
to May; for summer and 2nd Sundays, call (740) 362-8921. 

GRANVILLE-Unprogrammed meeting at 10 a.m. (740) 
967-5227, <www.granvillefriendsmeeting.org>. 

KENT-Meeting for worship and First-day school 10:30 
a.m., UCM lounge, 1435 East Main Street. Barb 
Warrington. Phone: (330) 342-3503. 

MARIETTA-Mid-Ohio Valley Friends, Betsey Mills Club, 
300 Fourth St., first Sunday each month. 10:30 a.m. 
Phone: (304) 643-2281, <www.movquakers.org>. 

NORTHWEST OHIO-Broadmead Monthly Meeting FGC. 
Unprogrammed worship groups meet at: 

BLUFFTON-Sally Weaver Sommer, (419) 358-0950. 

FINDLAY-Claire Davis, (419) 422-7668. 

SIDNEY-Marie Cotton, (937) 497-7326. 

TOLEDO-Janet Smith, (419) 874-6738. 

OBERLIN-Unprogrammed worship Sundays, 11 a.m. Lewis 
House, Bonner Center, 68 South Professor Street, Oblerin. 
Worship group meets Sunday 10:00 a.m. Kendal at Oberlin. 
Midweek worship Thursdays 4:15 p.m., Kendal at Oberlin. 
Call (440) 774-1461 or email: <davidasnyder@hotmail.com>. 

OXFORD-Unprogrammed worship and First-day school, 
1 O a.m. (513) 523-1061. 

WAYNESVILLE-Friends meeting, First-day school 9:30 
a.m., unprogrammed worship 10:45 a.m. 4th and High 
Sts. (513) 897-5946, (513) 850-4235. 

WILMINGTON-Campus Meeting (FUM/FGC), Wilmington 
College Quaker Heritage Center Meetinghouse, College 
St. Unprogrammed worship 10:30 a.m., year-round. 

WOOSTER-Unprogrammed worship 10:45 a.m. 353 E Pine 
St. at SW corner College and Pine Sts. (330) 262-6004. 
<www.wooster.quaker.org>. E-mail: <grif@sssnet.com>. 

b YELLOW SPRINGS-Unprogrammed worship, FGC, 
11 a.m. Rockford Meetinghouse, President St. (Antioch 
campus). Cieri<: Cheryl Keen (937) 767-8486. 

Oklahoma 
OKLAHOMA CITY-Friends Meeting. Unprogrammed 
meeting for worship 7 p.m. Sundays. 1401 N.W. 25th, east 
entrance (Wesley United Meth). (405) 632-7574. 
STILLWATER-Monthly Meeting of Friends. 320 S. Stallard 
Street (In sanctuary of the Unitarian Universalist Chruch). 
Meeting for Worship Sundays 6-7 p.m. (405) 372-4839 or 
(405) 372-5594. Email: <StillwaterQuakers@yahoo.com>. 

TULSA-Green Country Friends Meeting. Unprogrammed 
worship 3:15 p.m. Forum 4:30 p.m. For information, call 
(918) 743-6827. 

Oregon 
b ASHLAND-South Mountain Friends Meeting, 543 
S. Mountain Ave., (541) 482-0814. Silent meeting for 
worship 11 a.m. Sundays (9:30 a.m. June, July, August). 
Adult programs at 9:30 a.m. (11 a.m. summer). Childcare 
available. <www.smfriends.org>. 

ASTORIA-see SEAVIEW, Washington. 

b BRIDGE CITY-Friends meeting, Portland, Oreg. 
Singing followed by worship starting at 10 a.m. Sundays. 
(503) 230-7181. <www.bridgecitymeeting.org>. 

b CORVALLIS-Meeting for worship 1 O a.m. 
3311 N.W. Polk Ave. Phone: 752-3569. 

b EUGENE-Meeting for worship 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Sunday. 2274 Onyx St. Phone: 343-3840. 

FLORENCE-Unprogrammed worship (541) 997-4237. 

PORTLAND-Multnomah Monthly Meeting, 4312 S.E. Stark. 
Worship at 8:30 and 1 O a.m. First-day school at 10 a.m. 
Phone: (503) 232-2822. See <www.multnomahfriends.org> 
for worship groups in northern Oregon and S.W. Washington. 

SALEM-Meeting for worship 10 a.m., forum 11 a.m. 490 
19th St. NE. Phone (503) 399-1908 for information. 

Pennsylvania 
ABINGTON-First-day school (summer-outdoor meeting) 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 :15 a.m. Childcare. Meetinghouse 
Rd./Greenwood Ave., Jenkintown. (E of York Rd., N of 
Philadelphia.) (215) 884-2865. 

BIRMINGHAM-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
1 O a.m. 1245 Birmingham Rd. S of West Chester on Rte. 
202 to Rte. 926, turn W to Birmingham Rd., turn S 1/4 mile. 

BUCKINGHAM-Worship and First-day school, 10:30 a.m. 
5684 York Rd. (Rte. 202 and 263), Lahaska. (215) 794-
7299, <www.buckinghamfriendsmeeting.org>. 

CARLISLE-Unprogrammed worship and First-day school 

10 a.m. 252 A Street, 17013; (717) 249-8899. 

CHAMBERSBURG-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m., 630 
lindia Drive. Telephone (717) 263-6576. 

CHESTER-Meeting for worship 11 a.m., Sunday. 520 E. 24th 
St., Chester, PA 19013. (610) 874-5860. Map and other 
info at <www.pym.org/pym_chesterpa_chq.php>. 

CONCORD-Worship and First-day school 11 :15 a.m. At 
Concordville, on Concord Rd. one block S of Rte. 1. 
DOWNINGTOWN-First-day school (except summer months) 
and worship 10:30 a.m. 800 E. Lancaster Ave. (south side 
old Rte. 30, 1/2 mile E of town). (610) 269-2899. 

b DOYLESTOWN-Meeting for worship and First-day 
school 1 O a.m. 95 East Oakland Ave. (215) 348-2320. 

DUNNINGS CREEK-10 a.m., 285 Old Quaker Church 
Rd., Fishertown. <www.dunningscreekfriends.org>. 

EXETER-Monthly Meeting, 191 Meetinghouse Rd., 1.3 
miles N. of Daniel Boone Homestead, Exeter Township, 
Berks County, FDS 9:45 a.m., worship 10:30 a.m. Clerk: 
Jack Grebinger (610) 987-9062. 

FALLSINGTON (BUCKS COUNTY)-Fallsington Friends 
Meeting Inc., 9300 New Falls Road, Meeting for Worship 
11 a.m., 5 miles from Pennsbury Manor, reconstructed 
home of William Penn in Bucks County. 
GAP-Sadsbury Meeting. Unprogrammed worship 10:15 
a.m. First-day school. Simmontown Rd., off Rte. 41, Gap, 
Pa. Call (610) 593-7004. 

GOSHEN-Worship 10:45 a.m., First-day school 11 a.m., 
SE corner Rte. 352 and Paoli Pike, West Chester. (610) 
692-4281. 

b GWYNEDD-Worship 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Adult FDS 
10:45 a.m. Fellowship 11:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Business 
meeting 3rd First Day of the month 10:30 a.m. Sumney1own 
Pike and Rte. 202. (215) 699-3055, <gwyneddfriends.org>. 

HARRISBURG-Worship 11 a.m., First-day school and 
adult education (Sept. to May) 9:45 a.m. 1100 N 6th St. 
(717) 232-7282, <www.harrisburgfriends.org>. 

HAVERFORD-First-day school 10:30 a.m., meeting for 
worship 10:30 a.m., Fifth-day meeting for worship 12:30 
pm. at the College, Commons Room. Buck Lane, between 
Lancaster Pike and Haverford Rd. 
b HAVERTOWN-Old Haverford Meeting. East Eagle Rd. 
at St. Denis Lane, Havertown; First-day school and adult 
forum, 10 a.m., meeting for worship 11 a.m. 

HORSHAM-First-day school (except summer) and 
worship 10:30 a.m. Rte. 611 and Meetinghouse Road. 

INDIANA-Meeting 10:30 a.m., (724) 463-9827. 
b KENDAL-Worship 10:30 a.m. Kendal Center, Library. 
U.S. Rte. 1, 31/2 mi. S of Chadds Ford, 11/4 mi. N of 
Longwood Gardens. 
b KENNETT SQUARE-on Rte. 82, S of Rte. 1 at Sickles 
St. First-day school 9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m. (610) 444-
1012. Find us at <www.kennettfriends.org>. 

LANCASTER-Meeting 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. First-day 
school 1 o a.m. 11 o Tulane Terr. (717) 392-2762. 

LANSDOWNE-First-day school and activities 10 a.m. 
Meeting for worship 10 a.m. Lansdowne and Stewart 
Aves. Telephone: (610) 623-7098. Clerk: (610) 660-0251. 

LEWISBURG-Worship and First-day school 10: 45 a.m. 
(570) 522-0231 or e-mail <lewisburgfriends@yahoo.com>. 

LONDON GROVE-Meeting 9:30 a.m., childcare/First-day 
school 10:30 a.m. Newark Rd. and rte. 926., 5 miles W of 
Kennett Square. (610) 268-8466. 

MAKEFIELD-Worship 10-10:30 a.rn. First-day school 
10:30-11 :30. E of Dolington on Mt. Eyre Rd. 

MEDIA-Worship 11 a.m. (1 O a.m. July-Aug.) First-day school 
9:30 a.m. (Sept.-May), 125 W. 3rd St. (610) 566-5657. 

MEDIA-Providence Meeting, 105 N. Providence Rd. (610) 
566-1308. Worship 11 a.m. First-day school 11 :20 year 
round. 

MERION-Meeting for worship 11 a.m., First-day school 
10:15 except summer months. Babysitting provided. 
Meetinghouse Lane at Montgomery Ave. 

MIDDLETOWN-Meeting for worship 11 a.m. First-day 
school 10:30-11 :30 a.m. Adult education 10:30-11 a.m. 
Delaware County, Rte. 352, N of Lima. Clerk, Rich Ailes 
(610) 543-7321. 

b MILLVILLE-Worship 10 a.m., First-day school 11 a.m. 351 
E. Main St. <www.milvillefriends.org>, (570) 441-8819. 

b NEWTOWN-(Bucks Co.)-Worship 11 a.m. First-day 
school for adults and children, 9:45 a.m. In summer, 
worship 10 a.m., no First-day school. 219 Court St. (215) 
968-1655, <www.new1ownfriendsmeeting.org>. 

NORRISTOWN-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
1 O a.m. at Swede and Jacoby Sts. (610) 279-3765. P.O. 
Box 823, Norristown, PA 19404. 

PENNSBURG-Unami Monthly Meeting meets First Days 
at 11 a.m. Meetinghouse at 5th and Macoby Sts. Bruce 
Grimes, clerk: (215) 234-8424. • 

PHILADELPHIA-Meetings for worship Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
unless specified otherwise. * indicates clerk's home phone. 

BYBERRY-3001 Byberry-Southampton Rd., 19154. 
(215) 637-7813*. Worship 11 a.m. (June-Aug. 10 a.m.) 

CENTRAL PHILADELPHIA-15th & Cherry Sts., 19102. 
(215) 241-7260. Worship 11 a.m. (July-Aug. 10 a.m.) 

CHESTNUT HILL-100 E. Mermaid Lane, 19118. 

(215) 247-3553. 

FRANKFORD-1500 Orthodox St., 19124. Meeting 
starts at 10 a.m. (215) 533-5523. 

GERMANTOWN-47 W. Coulter St., 19144. 

(215) 951-2235. (August at Green Street.) 

GREEN STREET-45 W. School House Lane, 19144. 

(215) 844-4924. (July at Germantown.) 

MM of Friends of Philadelphia-4th and Arch Sts., 
19106. (215) 625-0627 

UNITY-Unity and Waln Sts., 19124. (215) 295-2888*. 
Worship 7 p.m. Fridays. 

PHOENIXVILLE-Schuylkill Friends Meeting. 37 N. 
Whitehorse Road, Phoenixville, PA 19460. (61 O) 933-
8984. Worship and First-day School 10 a.m. 

b PITTSBURGH-Meeting for worship 9 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. First-day school 10:30 a.m.; 4836 Ellsworth Ave. 
(412) 683-2669. 

PLUMSTEAD-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
9:30 a.m. (215) 822-2299. 

b PLYMOUTH MEETING-Worship, First-day school 11 :15 
a.m. Germantown Pike and Butler Pike. 

POCONOS-Sterling-New1oundland Worship Group, under 
the care of North Branch (Wilkes-Barre) Meeting. (570) 
689-2353 or 689-7552. 

POTTSTOWN-Worship Group 11 a.m., 2nd and 4th First 
Days, at Fellowship Farm, 2488 Sanatoga Rd., Pottstown. 
<henrywb@gmail.com>. 

QUAKERTOWN-Richland Monthly Meeting, 244 S. Main 
St., First-day school and meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. 
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6. RADNOR-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. year-round. 
First-day school also 1 O a.m. except summer. Conestoga 
and Sproul Roads (Rte. 320), Villanova. (61 O) 293-1153. 

READING-First-day school 10 a.m., meeting 10:15 a.m. 
108 North Sixth St. (610) 372-5345. 

SOLEBURY-Worship 10 a.m., First-day school 10 a.m. 
Sugan Rd., 2 miles NW of New Hope. (215) 297-5054. 

SOUTHAMPTON (Bucks Co.)-Worship and First-day 
school 10 a.m., adult forum 11 a.m. Street and Gravel Hill 
Rds. (215) 364-0581. 

STATE COLLEGE-Sunday worship 11 a.m. Children's 
programs 10:45 a.m. Adult discussion on most Sundays 
at 9:45 a.m. 611 E. Prospect Ave., State College, PA 
16801. Phone (814) 237-7051. 

SWARTHMORE-Meeting and First-day school 10 a.m. 12 
Whittier Place, off Route 320. 

TOWANDA-Meeting for worship, unprogrammed. First 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. Summer variable. For location, 
call (570) 265-6406, (570) 888-7873, or (570) 746-3408. 

UPPER DUBLIN-Worship & First-day school 10 a.m. Fort 
Washington Ave. & Meetinghouse Rd., near Ambler. (215) 
653-0788. 

WELLSVILLE-Warrington Monthly Meeting, worship 11 
a.m. Rte. 74 east. Call (717) 432-7402. 
WEST CHESTER-Worship and First-day school 10:30 
a.m. 425 N. High St. Elizabeth Abraham, (610) 696-0491. 
WEST GROVE-Meeting for worship 1 O a.m. 153 E. 
Harmony Road, P.O. Box 7, 19390. 
WESTTOWN-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Westtown School campus, Westtown, PA 19395. 

WILKES-BARRE-North Branch Monthly Meeting. 
Wyoming Seminary Lower School, 1560 Wyoming Ave., 
Forty Fort. Sunday school 10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. For 
summer and vacations, phone: (570) 824-5130. 
WILLISTOWN-Worship and First-day school 10 a.m. 7069 
Goshen Rd. (at Warren Ave.), Newtown Square, 19073. 
Phone: (610) 356-9799. 
WRIGHTSTOWN-Rte. 413 at Penns Park Road (535 
Durham Road, 18940). Meeting for worship 1 o a.m. 
Children's First-day school 10:15 a.m. (215) 968-3994. 
YARDLEY-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. First-day school 
follows meeting during winter months. North Main St. 

YORK-Unprogrammed meeting for worship, 11 a.m. Worship 
sharing, 9:30 a.m.135 W. Philadelphia St. (717) 845-3799. 

Rhode Island 
PROVIDENCE-Meeting for worship 1 O a.m. each First 
Day. 99 Morris Ave., corner of Olney St. (401) 331-4218. 

SAYLESVILLE-Worship 10:30 a.m. Sundays. 374 Great 
Rd., Lincoln. <http://s-quakers.tripod.com/home>. 
WESTERLY-Unprogrammed worship and First-day school 
10:30 a.m. 57 Elm St. (401) 348-7078. 

WOONSOCKET-Smithfield MM, 108 Smithfield Rd., Worship 
10:30 a.m. (401) 762-5726, <info@smithfieldfriends.org>. 

South Carolina 
CHARLESTON-Meeting for worship Sundays 10-11 
a.m. For latest location, call: (843) 723-5820, e-mail: 
<contact@CharlestonMeeting.com>, website: 
<http://www.CharlestonMeeting.com>. 

6. COLUMBIA-Meeting for worship and First-day school 
10 a.m., forum 11 :30 a.m., Harmony School, 3737 
Covenant Rd., (803) 252-2221. Visitors welcome. 
GREENVILLE-Unprogrammed worship Sundays 11 a.m. 
For directions call (864) 246-6292. 
6. FIVE RIVERS-Friends Meeting Worship Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 
(unprogrammed), Grace Gifford, inland, (843) 365-6654. 

South Dakota 
SIOUX FALLS AREA FRIENDS-Occasional Sunday and 
mid-week worship. Call for time: (605) 256-0830. 

Tennessee 
CROSSVILLE-Worship 1 O a.m., discussion 11 a.m. 184 
Hood Dr. Joe Parko, clerk: (931) 742-0030. Meetinghouse: 
(931) 484-9033. 
6. JOHNSON CITY-Foxfire Friends unprogrammed 
worship 11 a.m. (423) 202-8661 (Joel Shimberg). 
MEMPHIS-Meeting for worship (unprogrammed) and 
First-day school 11 a.m. 3387 Walnut Grove Rd at 
Prescott. (901) 324-3500. 
NASHVILLE-Meeting for worship (unprogrammed) and 
First-day school 10:30 a.m. Adult sharing 11 :45 a.m. on 
second and fourth First Days. 530 26th Ave. North; (615) 
329-2640. Dick Houghton, clerk. 
WEST KNOXVILLE-Worship and First-day school 10 a.m. 
1517 Meeting House Lane, (865) 694-0036. 

Texas 
ALPINE-Meeting for worship, Sunday, 10:30-11 :30 a.m. in 
the home of George and Martha Floro. Call: (432) 837-2930. 
AUSTIN-Unprogrammed meeting for worship Sunday 11 
a.m. All ages welcome. First-day School 1 O a.m. Childcare 
available 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.3701 E. MLKBlvd. (512) 452-1841. 
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CORPUS CHRISTI-Coastal Bend Friends Meeting, meets 
1-2 Sundays per month at 2 p.m. Contact Beverly at (361) 
888-4184 for information. 
DALLAS-Unprogrammed meeting for worship Sundays 1 O 
a.m. 5828 Worth St. (214) 821-6543. <www.scym.org/dallas>. 

6. EL PASO-Meeting at 10:15 a.m. first and third Sunday. 
3501 Hueco, Rex Strickland Room. Phone: (915) 546-
5651. Please leave a message. 
FORT WORTH-Unprogrammed worship 10:30 a.m. at 
Wesley Foundation, 2750 W. Lowden. Fellowship and 
other activities afterward. Call (682) 472-6770 for info. 
HILL COUNTRY-Unprogrammed meeting 10:15 a.m., 
Discussion hour 11 :15 a.m., Unitarian Fellowship Bldg., 213 
Loma Vista, Kerrville, TX. Catherine Matlock (830) 890-5025. 

HOUSTON-Live Oak Meeting. Sundays 8:30 and 10:30 
a.m. Wednesdays: Discussion 7 p.m., meeting for worship 
8-8:30 p.m. Childcare and First-day school for children 
are available. 1318 W. 26th St. (713) 862-6685. 

RIO GRANDE VALLEY-Unprogrammed worship 10:30 
a.m. Sundays. <www.rgvquakers.org>. (956) 686-4855. 

SAN ANTONIO-Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m. 
Discussion 11 a.m. at 7052 N. Vandiver. Mail: P.O. Box 
6127, San Antonio, TX 78209. (210) 945-8456. 

TEXARKANA-Unprogrammed meetingforworship, Saturdays 
10 a.m. 3501 Main Street. For information call (903) 794-5948. 

Utah 
LOGAN-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school 
10 a.m. The Winter Center, 300 North and 400 East. 
Telephone: (435) 753-1299. 
MOAB-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school 10 
a.m. Seekhaven, 81 N. 300 East. (435) 259-8664. 

SALT LAKE CITY-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day 
school 10 a.m, at 171 East 4800 South. Telephone: (801) 
281-3518 or 582-0719. 

Vermont 
BENNINGTON-Worship, Sundays 10 a.m., Senior Service 
Center, 124 Pleasant St., 1 block north, 1/2 block east of 
intersection of Rte. 7 and Main St. (Rt. 9). (802) 442-6010. 

BURLINGTON-Worship 11 a.m. Sunday, noon Wednesday at 
173 North Prospect St. Call: (802) 660-9221 about religious ed. 

6. MIDDLEBURY-Worship 10 a.m. at Havurah House, 56 
N. Pleasant St., Middlebury. (802) 388-8024. 

PLAINFIELD-Each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Call Alan 
Taplow, (802) 454-4675. 

PUTNEY-Worship, Sunday, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Adult 
discussion, 9:30 a.m. to 10:15, Singing, 10:15 a.m. 
Children's program, 10:30 a.m. to 11 :30 a.m. Rte. 5, 
north of village, Putney. (802) 387-5500 (meetinghouse 
machine). <http://putneyfriends.wordpress.com/>. 

SOUTH STARKSBORO-Unprogrammed worship and 
First-day school Sundays 9:30 a.m. Singing 9 a.m. Call 
Robert Turner (802) 453-4927. 

WILDERNESS-Meeting for worship 10 a.m. in Shrewsbury 
Library, 98 Town Hill Road, Cuttingsville. Call Joyce Wilson, 
(802) 492-3542, or Malcolm Bell, (802) 824-6459. 

Virginia 
ABINGDON-Worship, Sun. 10:30 a.m. in the Spirit House, 
Elderspirit Community (276) 698-3397 or (276) 628-8701. 

ALEXANDRIA-Worship every First Day 11 a.m., 
unprogrammed worship and First-day school. Woodlawn 
Meetinghouse, 8 miles S of Alexandria, at Rte #1 and 
Woodlawn Rd., call (703) 781-9185. 

CHARLOTTESVILLE-Monthly Meeting Early worship 8:30 
a.m. Adult discussion hour (with child care) 9:45 a.m. Later 
worship and religious education for children and youth 11 
a.m. Summer worship only 8:30 a.m. and 1 O:OO a.m. 1104 
Forest St. (434) 971-8859, <http://avenue.org/quakers/>. 

FLOYD-Unprogrammed meeting and First-day school 1 o 

a.m. Call for directions: (540) 745-3252 and 929-4142. 

HARRISONBURG-Valley Friends Meeting. Unprogrammed 
worship, 10 a.m. Sundays, 363 High St., Dayton. (540) 
879-9879. 

HERNDON-Singing 10:15 a.m., Worship and First-day 
School 10:30 a.m., 660 Spring St. (703) 736-0592, 
<www.HerndonFriends.org>. 

LEXINGTON-Maury River Friends. Unprogrammed 
worship Sundays 10 a.m. First-day school 10:20 a.m. 
Child care. 10 mi. W of Lexington off W. Midland Trail at 
Waterloo Rd. Info: (540) 464-3511. 

LINCOLN-Goose Creek United Meeting for worship 9:45 
a.m. each First Day. First-day school 1 o a.m. 

MCLEAN-Langley Hill Friends Meeting, 641 o Georgetown 
Pike, McLean. Meeting for worship 1 o a.m., First-day 
school and "Second hour" at 11 a.m. Babysitting available. 
Will meet at Sidwell Friends School, 3825 Wisconsin Ave. 
NW, Washington, D.C. during fall and winter of 2008-09 
while meeting house is renovated. (703) 442-8394. 

MIDLOTHIAN-Worship 11 a.m., children's First-day 
school 11:15 a.m. (804) 598-1676. 

NORFOLK-Worship and First-day school at 1 o a.m. 
Phone (757) 624-1841 or (757) 627-6317 for information. 

6. RICHMOND-Worship 9:30 and 11 a.m. 4500 
Kensington Ave. (804) 358-6185. 

ROANOKE-Worship 10:30 a.m. Alexander-Gish House, 
641 Walnut Ave. SW, (540) 929-4975 or email: 
<jenny@rev.net> or visit <www.roanokequakers.org>. 

VIRGINIA BEACH-Un programmed meeting for worship, 
First Days, 10:30 a.m. 1537 Laskin Rd., Virginia Beach, VA 
23451. Childcare and First-day school. (757) 428-9515. 

WILLIAMSBURG-Unprogrammed meeting for worship 1 o 

a.m. Sunday. 4214 Longhill Rd. P.O. Box 1034, Wmbg, VA 
23187. (757) 887-3108, <www.williamsburgfriends.org>. 

WINCHESTER-Hopewell Centre Meeting. 7 miles N from 
Winchester. Interstate 81 to Clearbrook Exit. Go west on 
Hopewell Rd. 0.7 miles. Turn left into Hopewell Centre 
Driveway. Unprogrammed meeting for worship 1 o a.m. 
First-day school 11 a.m. Clerk: (540) 667-9114. E-mail: 
<a.m.bacon@comcast.net>. 

Washington 
AGATE PASSAGE-Bainbridge Island. Meeting for worship 
10 a.m. Seabold Hall, 14454 Komedal Rd. Info: (360) 
697-4675. 

BELLEVUE-Eastside Friends. 4160 158th Ave. SE. 
Worship 10 a.m., study 11 a.m. (425) 641-3500. 
BELLINGHAM-1701 Ellis St. Worship 10 a.m. Children's 
program. (360) 752-9223. 

LOPEZ ISLAND-Worship Group. Unprogrammed 
Meeting for Worship at 10 a.m. in homes. Contact 
<lopezfreinds@gmail.com> for directions. 

OLYMPIA-Worship 10 a.m. 219 B Street S.W., Tumwater, 
WA 98512. Children's program. (360) 705-2986. 

PORT TOWNSEND-10 a.m. worship, Community Ctr., Tyler & 

Lawrence, <www.quaker.org/port-townsendl>, (360) 385-7070. 

PULLMAN-See MOSCOW, Idaho. 
SEATTLE-Salmon Bay Meeting at Phinney Center, 6532 
Phinney N.; worship at 1 O a.m. (206) 523-5568. 

SEATTLE-University Friends Meeting, 4001 9th Ave. N.E. 
Quiet worship First Days 9:30 and 11 a.m. (206) 547-
6449. Accommodations: (206) 632-9839. 

SEAVIEW-Lower Columbia Worship Group, unprogrammed 
worship, 3 p.m. on the first and third Sunday. Peninsula 
Church Center, 5000 'N' Place, Seaview 98644. Contact 
(360) 642-0709 or <LowerColumbiaQuakers@gmail.com>. 

SOUTH SEATTLE PREPARATIVE MEETING-Worship 11 
a.m. Sundays at Central Area Senior Center, 500 30th Ave. 
S., Seattle, WA 98144. Betsy Brown, clerk, (206) 709-7849. 

SULTAN-Sky Valley Worship Group. (360) 793-0240. 
TACOMA-Tacoma Friends Meeting, 2508 S. 39th St. 
Unprogrammed worship 10 a.m., First-day discussion 11 
a.m. Phone: (253) 759-1910. 

WALLA WALLA-10 a.m. Sundays. 522-0399. 

West Virginia 
CHARLESTON-Worship Sundays 10 a.m. Wellons 

(304) 345-8659 or Mininger (304) 756-3033. 

BUCKHANNON-Worship group. WV Wesleyan College 
campus. Second and Fourth First Days 1 O a.m. Judy 
Seaman (304) 636-7712 or Grace Harris (304) 472-3097. 

MORGANTOWN-Monongalia Friends Meeting. Every 
Sunday 11 a.m. Phone: Keith Garbutt, (304) 292-1261. 

PARKERSBURG-Mid-Ohio Valley Friends. See Marietta, 
Ohio, listing. <www.movquakers.org>. 

Wisconsin 
BELOIT-Unprogrammed worship 11 a.m. Sundays, 811 
Clary St. Phone: (608) 207-9400. 

6. EAU CLAIRE-Worship and FDS at 10:30 a.m. (9:30 June­
Aug.) 416 Niagara St. Call (715) 833-1138 or 874-6646. 

GREEN BAY AREA-Fox Valley Friends Meeting, Sundays 
11 a.m. at the Ecumenical Center at the University of 
Wisconsin Green Bay campus. For directions or more 
information call (920) 863-8837. 

KENOSHA-RACINE-Unprogrammed worship on Sundays 
at 10 a.m. 880 Green Bay Rd., Kenosha. (262) 552-6838. 
<www.geocities.com/quakerfriends/>. 

KICKAPOO VALLEY FRIENDS-Gays Mills. Sunday 
Program 10 a.m. Worship and FDS 11 a.m. (608) 637-
2060. E-mail: <Chakoian@mailbag.com>. 

MADISON-Meetinghouse, 1704 Roberts Ct., (608) 
256-2249. <www.madisonfriends.org>. Unprogrammed 
worship Sunday at 8:45 and 11 :15 a.m. Family Gathering 
time 10 a.m. Children's classes at 11:15 a.m. 

MADISON-Yahara Friends, 551 West Main St., #214. 
(608) 242-9029. Unprogrammed worship. Sunday 10:30 
a.m. <www.quakernet.org/MonthlyMeetings/Yaharai>. 

MENOMONIE-Meeting for worship 10:30 a.m., 1st, 3rd, 
and 5th Sundays. 1718 10th St. Phone: (715) 235-4112. 

6. MILWAUKEE-Meeting for worship 10:15 a.m., 3224 N. 
Gordon Pl. Phone (414) 967-0898 or 263-2111. 

OSHKOSH-Meeting for worship 4 p.m. 419 Boyd St. (920) 
232-1460. 
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((Whatever the forms, we believe that a corporate commitment to a life of quiet listening and 
renewed discipleship is a poweiful prophetic challenge to our world which has lost itself in 

its own human demands and busyness." -Sandra Cronk from A Lasting Gift 

New! 
A Lasting Gift: The Journal and 

Selected Writings of Sandra L Cronk 
EDITED BY MARTHA PAXSON GRUNDY, FOREWORD BY PARKER PALMER 

Quaker Press of FGC with The School of the Spirit, 2009, 252 pp., paperback $ l 9.00 

Wri1ing 
Cheerfully 

on the 
Web 

Fit for Freedom, Not for Friendship: Quakers, 
African Americans and the Myth of Racial Justice 
BY DONNA McDANIEL AND VANESSA JULYE 
Quaker Press of FGC, 2009, 576 pp., paperback $28.oo 

Quaker Press of FGC, 2009, 576 pp., hardcover $45.00 

Study Guide Also Available 
BY THE COMMITTEE FOR MINISTRY ON RACISM WITH WREN ALMITRA 
Quaker Press of FGC, 2009, 60 pp., spiral bound $I 8.00 or purchase as a 
downloadable pdf at QuakerBooks.org for $ I0.00 

New! 
The Wisdom to Know the Difference: 

When to Make Change-and When to Let Go 
BY EILEEN FLANAGAN 

Tarcher, 2009, 288 pp., paperback $22.95 

Writing Cheerfully on the Web: 
A Quaker Blog Reader 

Tl 11: \\'IS I )(11v\ 

EDITED BY ELIZABETH A. OPPENHEIMER 
Elizabeth A. Oppenheimer, 2009, 273 pp., 
paperback $19.98 LlstEN. the WlNn 

Listen to the Wind: The Story 
of Dr. Greg and Three Cups of Tea 

BY GREG MORTENSON 
Dial, 2009, 32 pp., hardcover $16.99 

THE STORY of DR. GREG a THREE CUfS OF nil 

Call us at 800-966-45 5 6 or e-mail us at bookstore@fgcquaker.org 
for our new Fall Supplemental Catalog. 

Come browse at QuakerBooks.org! 
" We now offer downloadable mp3s, pdfs and e-books. 
" We now have a Used Book section on our website-Recycle your old 

Quaker books by donating them to QuakerBooks to sell to other Quakers! 

" Buy Quaker magazines-Friends Journal, Quaker Life or Western Friend­
at QuakerBooks.org! 

" Find out about new Quaker books-sign up for our e-newsletter at 
QuakerBooks.org. 


